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Umahi, Ebonyi PDP:

At daggers drawn
Governor celebrates Appeal Court victory
Case still subsisting – Igariewey

Gov Dave Umahi (middle) flanked to the left by the Dep. Gov, Dr. Kelechi Igwe, to the right by the first lady, Mrs Rachel Umahi during the celebration of Appeal Court victory in Church in 
Abakaliki.

Monday sit-at-home:
Gov Soludo resorts
to prayers

Tragedy: Abia court clerk
dies, a day to wedding
ISTMA establishes Mobile Court for traffic offenders

CBN insists on export
for economic growth

Insecurity: South East residents call for strong leadership
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News

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

T
he Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) has 
reiterated its call on 

Nigerians not only to fo-
cus on the production of  
commodities Ain which 
they have comparative 
advantage but to produce, 
add value and export 
products so as to grow the 
nation’s economy and job 
creation. 

The Director, Corpo-
rate communications 
Department of  CBN, Os-
ita Nwanisobi, made the 
call while speaking at the 
CBN Special Day at the 
33rd Enugu Internation-

Enugu Int’l Trade Fair: CBN stresses on
economic growth through exports

al Trade Fair holding in 
Enugu the state capital. 

Nwanisobi said that the 
theme of  the Enugu Fair 
this year entitled: “Open-
ing up Nigerian Business 
Windows Competitive-
ness in the Emerging 
Global Market”, perfectly 
fits into the Bank’s drive 
towards diversification 
of  the nation’s economic 
base and encouraging the 
export of  non-oil com-
modities. 

“It is noteworthy to state 
that the Central Bank of  
Nigeria in its continuous 
efforts to revive the econ-
omy and create access to 
credit has extended the 
interest rate of  5% across 

all intervention loans to 
March 2023.”The recent-
ly launched Tertiary In-
stitutions Entrepreneur-
ship Scheme (TIES) is 
an innovative financing 
model that will  create 
jobs, enhance the entre-
preneurial ecosystem and 
support economic growth 
and development through 
Agribusiness, Creative 
Industry, Science & Tech-
nology and  Information 
Technology/software de-
velopment  “Specifically, 
the Bank disbursed the 
sum of  N1.452 trillion to 
337 large real sector pro-
jects in agriculture, man-
ufacturing, services, and  
mining under the Real 

Anambra Govt seals Oba collapsed 
building, casualties yet unknown
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Enforcement Team 
of  the State Phys-

ical Planning Board has 
sealed the site of  the col-
lapsed five-storey build-
ing in Oba, Idemili South 
Local Government Area 
of  the state. The building, 
located near the palace 
of  the traditional ruler of  
the town, which was said 
to be under construction, 
collapsed late on Thurs-
day. 

The cause of  the col-
lapse was not stated, but 
eyewitness attributed it 
to the soft nature of  the 
land. The government’s 
team led by the Executive 
Chairman of  the Board, 

Mr Chike Maduekwe, 
sealed the site on Friday 
and said investigation into 
the cause of  the collapse 
will commence immedi-
ately.  He added that the 
developer will be arrested 
and made to face the law.

The team also sealed off  
some sites at the Oba Air-
port whose structures did 
not have requisite govern-
ment approvals.

The President, Umuoga-
li village, Oba, Dr. Kings-
ley Obasoanya, blamed 
the collapse on the incom-
petence of  the workers as 
he observed that the job 
was awarded to quacks 
and promised to personal-
ly arrest the site engineer 
and hand them over to 
the relevant authorities for 
disciplinary measures.

Although, when con-
tacted, the state police 
spokesman, Ikenga To-
chukwu, said there was 
no casualty as the workers 
in the site had gone home 
before the incident hap-
pened.

He said, “Nobody was 
trapped neither was there 
any loss of  life in the in-
cident. The area has been 
cordoned off  and our op-
eratives are currently on 
the ground to forestall 
possible breakdown of  
law and order.”

But some eyewitness-
es, who spoke to our 
correspondent, revealed 
that several of  the work-
ers were inside as of  the 
time the building caved 
in while some said all the 
workers reported to duty 
this morning.

... As Elders Forum salute Gov Soludo
 for extending olive branch to IPOB

Soludo turns to prayers to counter 
insecurity, Monday’s ‘sit-at-home’ 
From Karen James,
Nnewi

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo, on 

Saturday, urged the people 
of  the state to observe a 
one-day prayer session to 
curb the activities of  the 
gunmen terrorising the 
state and the South East 
region in general.

The governor said the 
prayer session slated to 
hold on Monday, April 
4, 2022, at Churches and 
other religious centres, 
statewide was necessary 
to counter the evil attack 
on the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) sit-at-
home order. He explained 
that the prayer session was 
against those hiding under 
the IPOB name to cause 
havoc in the state.

Speaking during a stake-
holder’s peace meeting 

with Security Chiefs, Tra-
ditional Rulers and Reli-
gious leaders, at the Prof. 
Dora Akuyilli Women De-
velopment Centre Awka, 
Governor Soludo said the 
move became necessary 
to seek a spiritual solution 
to the challenge currently 
affecting economic activi-
ties.

He implored Anambra 
citizens and residents as 
well as all religious con-
gregations to join in the 
important day of  prayer 
expected to take place 
within the premises of  
Cathedrals, Churches and 
prayer houses across the 
state and beyond.

“I enjoin you to pause 
and join in fellowship as 
we seek the face of  God. 
It is expected that the con-
clusion of  the prayer ses-
sion shall mark the end of  
the Sit-At-Home in Anam-
bra State” 

Sector  Support Facility. 
Among others, he said, 

on Anchor Borrowers, 
“the sum of  N948 bil-
lion has been disbursed 
to 4,478,381 small holder 
farmers who cultivated 
5.2 million hectares of  
farmland across the coun-

try, thereby creating over 
12.5 million direct and in-
direct jobs. 

In his speech, the Pres-
ident of  Enugu Chamber 
of  Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(ECCIMA) Jasper Ndu-
agwuike, commended the 

apex bank for its various 
interventions to boost the 
nation’s economy.

Nduagwuike noted that 
a trade fair without the 
participation of  CBN is 
incomplete, adding the 
Bank had not only partic-
ipated but had its special 
day.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A 
group called An-
ambra Elders and 
Stakeholders Fo-

rum for Good Leader-
ship, has saluted Gover-
nor Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo and his deputy, Dr. 
Onyekachukwu Ibezim, 
for extending hands of  fel-
lowship to the members of  
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB). 

This is the first time such 
a call for peace and secu-
rity between government 
and the freedom agitation 
group was made in the 
state.

The forum in a state-
ment signed and issued 
to the media in Awka last 
week through its Public 
Relations Officer, Og-
bueshi Emeka Mbagha, 
said it “viewed the move 

The Governor stressed 
that it was clear to all that 
the order was ill advised, 
counterproductive and not 
the solution to the release 
of  the IPOB leader Nnam-
di Kanu, adding that effort 
was being made to ensure 
speedy resolution of  his 
detention.

He insisted that every 
Monday was a very im-
portant day to Ndi-Anam-
bra and the government, 
lamenting that the state 
loses millions of  naira as a 
result of  the order.

Soludo used the peace 
meeting to announce the 
state government’ pla n 
to establish a registration 
centre for the rehabilita-
tion and empowerment 
of  touts, illegal tax col-
lectors and other criminal 
elements to become useful 
to their themselves, their 
families and the society.

Tragedy: Court Clerk dies a day 
to wedding
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
lady Clerk with the 
Abia State High 
Court, Umuahia 

identified as Miss  Mary 
Okeke has died a day to 
her traditional marriage.

Mary, an indigene Ututu 
in Arochukwu LGA, died 
on Tuesday, before her 
traditional marriage billed 
for Wednesday last week, 
shattering the hearts of  her 
relatives who had conclud-
ed arrangements for her 
traditional marriage to her 

husband.
Mary, described as a ded-

icated staff  by officials of  
the Abia State High Court, 
Umuahia, died of  an un-
disclosed sickness, bring-
ing the planned traditional 
marriage to an abrupt end.

She was said to have 
developed an undisclosed 
symptom on Tuesday and 
was rushed to the hospital 
where she died after a few 
hours in admission.

When the news of  
Mary’s death breezed into 
the High Court complex, 
Lawyers and judiciary 

staff  who knew the former 
Clerk could not hold their 
tears.

They wondered why 
someone who did not ex-
hibit any sign of  sickness 
would die a day to her hap-
piest day on earth.

Also, members of  Judi-
ciary staff  Union of  Ni-
geria (JUSUN), Umuahia 
High Abia State who were 
supposed to attend the 
botched traditional mar-
riage at Ututu, described 
the Clerk’s death as shock-
ing and mysterious.

for dialogue by Professor 
Charles Soludo as the right 
step in the right direction 
which will promote peace 
and minimise insecurity in 
our dear state. 

“The elders share in 
his ideal as encapsulated 
in his acceptance speech 
where he called on IPOB 
and ESN to work with 
him to advance peace, de-
velopment and security in 
the state.”

The elders had howev-
er regretted the issue that 
manifested during the 
official swearing- in cere-
mony of  the Governor at 
Government House Awka 
between the Widow of  
late Dim Chukwueme-
ka Odumegwu Ojukwu, 
Chief  Mrs. Bianca Ojuk-
wu and the wife of  the 
immediate past Governor, 
Chief  Mrs. Ebelechukwu 
Obiano, urging the Gov-

ernor to intervene in the 
crisis, even as they prom-
ised to join hands with the 
Governor to ensure that 
peace returns to both par-
ties. The Elders wished the 
new administration a suc-
cessful tenure that will re-
store dignity of  humanity 
and economic prosperity 
to all persons irrespective 
of  class, academic qualifi-
cation and age.



News

From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he member represent-
ing Afikpo North/
South Federal Con-

stituency in the House of  
Representatives, Chief  Idu-
ma Igariewey, has said the 
judgment of  the Abuja Fed-
eral High Court that sacked 
Governor Dave Umahi and 
his Deputy, Kelechi Igwe was 

Ebonyi Appeal Court judgment:
Umahi’s sack still subsists - Igariewey

still subsisting.
Igariwey who was nomi-

nated by the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to replace 
Umahi following the sack-
ing of  the Governor by the 
Court, said the party was tak-
ing all necessary legal meas-
ures to ensure institutional 
compliance with the subsist-
ing clear orders of  a Court of  
competent jurisdiction.

The Governor nominee 

G- Initiative during the Essay Competition with the students held at Akabo Community Primary School, Atta, Ikeduru LGA, last week.

was reacting to the Enugu 
Appeal Court judgment at 
the weekend which upheld 
the defection of  Umahi and 
his Deputy to the APC.

He said the Enugu Appeal 
Court judgment was purely 
different from the case his 
party, PDP instituted against 
Umahi and that the pending 
Appeal against the Abuja 
High Court judgment on 
Umahi for dumping the PDP 

for the APC was still subsist-
ing.

Igariwey who is the Vice 
Chairman House Committee 
on Appropriation said “this 
is to inform members of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
and indeed the general public 
that there is absolutely noth-
ing  to worry about with re-
gard to the Court of  Appeal 
Enugu Division, decision on 
Umahi’s defection.

“The judgment merely re-
affirmed the decision of  the 
lower court, which had noth-
ing to do with the rights of  the 
PDP. The matter in both the 
lower court and at the Court 
of  Appeal, were merely de-
termined on the arguments 
of  APC who came a distant 
second in the election. 

 “So the issue of  the right of  
the PDP over its votes as de-
termined by the Abuja Feder-

Umahi approves payment of promotion 
arrears for civil servants in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has approved 

the payment of  promo-
tion arrears owned to civil 
servants in the state. The 
State Commisioner for in-
formation and state orien-
tation Barr Uchenna Orji 
who announced this while 
briefing journalists on the 
outcome of  the State Ex-
ecutive Council meeting in 
Abakaliki said the gover-
nor directed the release of  
the monetary value of  Pro-
motion arrears for the State 
Civil Servants.

He said that the council 
also directed the Ministry 
of  Local Government and 
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Chieftaincy Matters to en-
sure that affected employ-
ees at the local government 
system were paid before 
April 7.

Employees at both state 
civil service and local gov-
ernment service commis-
sions are reportedly  owed 
years of  promotion arrears 
since the inception of  the 
present administration.

Orji said: “The governor 
of  Ebonyi in Exco directed 
the payment of  monetary 
value of  promotion arrears 
owed to civil servants. He 
also directed the Ministry 
of  Local Government and 
Chieftaincy Matters to do 
everything possible to en-
sure the release of  that of  
the Local Government 
Civil Servants before 7th 

al High Court, and the effect 
on INEC, never came up for 
consideration. 

“In other words, the Court 
of  Appeal matter in Enugu 
merely reaffirmed what the 
lower Court Abakaliki decid-
ed! It did not determine any-
thing new. The decision of  the 
lower Court Enugu, did not 
affect the rights of  PDP who 
were not joined as party and 
has also not placed any obli-
gation on INEC who were 
also not joined as parties.

 “By the decision, APC is 
not supposed to inherit the 
votes of  the PDP. In fact, the 
decision indirectly reaffirms 
the position of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party that the 
votes cast in an election be-
long to the party who spon-
sored the election. 

 “The Appeal pending at 
the court of  Appeal Abuja 

April, 2022.”
 In a related develop-

ment, the Exco has ap-
proved the payment of  sal-
aries to civil servants from 
Effium and Ezza Effium 
in Ohaukwu LGA of  the 
State. Recall that governor 
Umahi, had on December 
last year suspended salaries 
of  civil servants from Effi-
um Community, in Ohauk-
wu Council of  the state, 
over the lingering crisis in 
the area, which resulted in 
the abduction of  five con-
struction workers

According to Orji “Exco 
considered and appreciated 
the atmosphere of  peace 
that is currently setting 
in  between the people of  
Effium and Ezza Effium 
after an unfortunate crisis 

that engulfed the commu-
nity. The Governor of  Eb-
onyi State and Chairman 
of  Council directed the 
payment of  Civil Servants 
in Effium/Ezza Effium 
Community in Ohaukwu 
Local Government Area. 
The Governor further di-
rected that the bail of  the 
Chairman of  Ohaukwu 
LGA, Hon. Barr Clement 
Omekannaya Odaa and 
the Member representing 
Ohaukwu North be ef-
fected as part of  the peace 
processes and  directed that 
the Special Negotiation 
Committee on Effium and 
Ezza Effium headed by 
His Excellency, the Deputy 
Governor  should handle 
the bail processes.”

Governor Soludo set to demolish over 200
structures in Okpoko town
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Soludo’s administra-
tion has begun the 

marking for demolition of  
over two hundred illegal struc-
tures as part of  urban renew-
al effort in Ogbaru Council 
Area, its environs.

News Echo gathered from 
report that over two hundred 
structures are blocking the 
road, drainage and water way, 
thereby preventing successful 
emptying of  flood water into 
the Niger River.

The enforcement team 
was led by the state Physical 
Planning Board Executive 
Chairman, Barrister Chike 
Maduekwe. Armed with the 
Master Plan of  Okpoko, the 
team sited the area from the 
Second Niger Bridge. Okpoko, 
a sprawling slum which has a 
population of  over a million, 
sits on the east bank of  the 
Niger River just north of  the 
larger city of  Onitsha. The 
clean up exercise is one of  the 
major deliverables of  Soludo’s 

plan to make Anambra a live-
able city.

Barrister Maduekwe ex-
plained that the major chal-
lenge in the area is that many 
people blocked the waterway 
especially the Sakamori drain-
age, saying that when it rains, 
it stops water from emptying 
into the Niger River, causing 
flooding with its attendant 
damages

He revealed that the Gov-
ernor has given instruction to 
mark every house on the wa-
terway and give them notice to 
remove by themselves, stating 
that if  they don’t remove those 
structures, government will do 
so and charge them for the ex-
penses.

The Chief  Surveyor, Anam-
bra State Physical Planning 
Board, Somto Atuenyi who 
pointed out that his mission 
is to be a guide, said that the 
board remains focused and 
committed to the mandate.

Some of  the residents ex-
pressed joy that the Governor 
has kept his promise, praying 
God to help him complete 
what they described as gen-

Division is still subsisting. 
The judgement of  the Federal 
High Court sacking Umahi 
is still subsisting. The court 
of  Appeal Enugu Division & 
the suit that gave rise to it is 
an in-house arrangement be-
tween Senator Ogbuoji and  
Chief  Umahi, who are both 
members of  APC. It is part 
of  a sinister plot to rubbish 
the subsisting judgment of  
the Federal High Court Abu-
ja sacking former Governor 
Umahi from office.

“PDP is taking all neces-
sary legal measures to ensure 
institutional compliance with 
the subsisting clear orders of  a 
Court of  competent jurisdic-
tion. We reassure Ebonyians 
and the general public of  our 
commitment in this regard, as 
our team of  lawyers continue 
to work tirelessly on this mat-
ter”.

uine desire to transform the 
state. You will recall that true 
to his promise, Governor Solu-
do Visited Okpoko on the 18th 
of  March, 2022, a day after 
he was sworn in as Governor, 
where he performed on the 
spot assessment of  the area.

We are set to manufacture 60,000 
vehicles annually - Innoson
 From Karen James, Nnewi 

N
newi-based Nigerian 
indigenous car mak-
er, Innoson Vehicles 

Manufacturing Company 
Limited (IVM), Chairman, 
Chief  Innocent Ifediaso 
Chukwuma, on Friday, said 
the company have the ca-
pacity to manufacture sixty 
thousand (60,000), vehicles at 
the end of  every year, if  fully 
migrated to automated pro-
duction plant.

Chief  Chukwuma, made 
the disclosure when he re-
ceived members of  the Corre-
spondents’ Chapel, on a facil-
ity tour of  his plant in Nnewi, 
Anambra State.

However, he said that the 
current expansion effort was 
to actualise the group’s mis-
sion to become a giant in ve-
hicle manufacturing in Africa 
by serving the country’s and 
continent’s vehicle needs.

He noted that the Innoson 
vehicle factory expansion will 
soon be established and it will 
be situated at Naze Owerri in 
Imo state. We have already 
acquired about 150,000sqm 
land for this project and con-
struction works are ongoing,” 
he said.

He appreciated the media 
for their continual support 
and partnership with his or-
ganisation.

Also speaking during the 
media tour, was Mr Cornel 
Osigwe, Head, Corporate 
Communications, Innoson 
Group who led the Corre-
spondent Chapel, round the 
facility, expressed excitement 
over Gov. Charles Soludo’s 
endorsement of  Innoson ve-
hicle as the official vehicle for 
Anambra State.

He said that the show of  
faith by Gov. Soludo showed 
the durability and capacity of  
the made in Nigeria vehicle.
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Editorial

Stamp out touts ‘Agberos’ 
off our cities, roads

T
he daily Activities of touts 
around major cities in 
the country are becoming 

more brazen, posing threats to 
commuters and other road users 
due to their unruly conduct and 
mode of operation.

The glory of every city is in 
the serenity of its environments 
including the roads and motor 
parks which is often the first 
point of contact with visitors, 
tourists and investors, but there 
is an ugly trend threatening 
orderliness in the nation’s city.

There have been complaints 
about how these urchins 
constitute security threats to 
residents our cities, especially in 
many black spots around the city 
centres.

Most touts, violent and 
aggressive behaviours are caused 
by the hard and illicit drugs they 
ingest before embarking on the 
day’s job and as such take laws 
into their hands and care less 
about the life and properties of 
travelers. 

Sometimes, Police authorities 
will issue stern warnings on 
touts to vacate the roads and 
motor parks and the go low 
for a few days after which 
they resume their regular and 
usual harassment, abuse and 
terrorisation of commuters and 
innocent citizens going about 
their normal businesses.

Governments across the 
country are not unaware of the 
infamous activities of road and 
motor park touts otherwise known 
as ‘Agberos’. In some instances, 
some state governments have 
had to proscribe them for their 
anti-social activities. In spite 
of this, it is baffling to discover 
that rather than diminish, their 
nefarious activities will rather 
continue to rise. 

There are alleged issues of 
complicity of law enforcement 
agencies. This has always been 
a serious issue in tackling the 
menace of ‘Agberos’ in our 

cities. It has been alleged that 
the leadership of the police have 
links with leading sponsors of 
‘Agberos’ in the country. 

Also, lack of political will on 
the part of governments across 
the country to tackle their menace 
is another serious encouragement 
for the touts. Some ‘Agbero’ 
top shots are alleged to be well 
connected to the corridors of 
power, hence, the reason they 
are not afraid to break the law. 
If, indeed, it is true that some 
of them have strong backers in 
high places as being alleged, 
such backers desist from such 
recklessness.

Therefore governments at all 
levels need to take firm steps to 
curb the lawlessness of ‘Agberos’. 
They need to stick to tough-line 
policies in order to ensure that no 
group or individual in the society 
continue to act in ungovernable 
manners. The police and other 
security agencies should hunt 
down, arrest and bring to book any 
‘Agbero’ involved in anti -social 
activities. Nobody, no matter 
how highly placed or connected, 
should be allowed to go scot-free 
while inflicting pains on other 
members of the society. It has 
become a thing of necessity and 
urgency for relevant agencies to 
closely monitor the operatives of 
the transport unions so as to avert 
the incessant deadly clashes and 
deal with errant members if they 
infringe on the law and the rights 
of other citizens to operate freely.

It is also vital for relevant 
authorities in the country to 
appraise the activities of the 
various transport unions in the 
country. The transport sector is 
too vital to be left in the hands 
of lawless men. No group or 
individual must be made to 
operate above the laws of the 
land. The time for the appropriate 
authorities to act against unruly 
‘Agberos’ is now, lest they 
become another monster that will 
consume the rest of the society.
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Why Yoruba should support
Igbo 2023 presidency

he 2023 general elections Tare less than a year from 
now. With the recent 

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress national 
convention, where Alhaji  
Abdullahi Adamu was elected 
the national chairman of  the 
party by consensus, activities for 
the  2023  e l ec t ions  have  
commenced in earnest.

The election of  Adamu as the 
national chairman presupposes 
that the presidential candidate of  
the APC should come from 
southern Nigeria. With the 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
f r o m  t h e  N o r t h ,  t h r e e  
southerners viz: Chief  Bisi 
Akande, Chief  John Odigie 
O y e g u n  a n d  A d a m s  
Oshiomhole were the national 
chairmen of  the party. It would 
be somewhat incongruous for 
the party to produce the 
presidential candidate from the 
North again for the 2023 general 
elections with Alhaji Adamu as 
the national chairman.

Since 1999, among the three 
geopolitical zones in the South, 
the Yoruba had produced a 
president for eight years in Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo. By 2023, 
the same Yoruba should have 
produced a Vice President for 
eight years in Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo. The same Yoruba also 
produced the current Speaker of  
the House of  Representatives, 
Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila. The 
South-South produced the Vice 
President and, later, President of  
Nigeria in former President 
Goodluck Jonathan for eight 
years between 2007 and 2015.

The five states of  the South-
East had shared the position of  
the Senate President between 
1999 and 2007. By the next 
election and since this Fourth 
Republic dispensation, the Igbo 
have not had the opportunity of  
p roduc ing  e i ther  a  Vice  
President or a President for the 
past 24 years.

If  a Yoruba man succeeds 
Buhari in 2023, he will most 
likely be in office for another 
eight years. The Vice president 
of  a Yoruba president will 
definitely come from the North.  

When the Yoruba President 
finishes his eight years, there's no 
possibility that he would hand 
over to an Igbo man. It then 
means that the number one 
position will go back to the 
North. The northern president 
may also be in office for another 
eight years. The most the 
northern president can do for the 
Igbo is to choose an Igbo man as 
his running mate when the 
Yoruba man finishes his tenure.

Therefore, if  a Yoruba 
s u c c e e d s  B u h a r i ,  a n d  
subsequently returns power to 
the North after his tenure, an 
Igbo man could lay claim to the 
presidency in 2039, which is the 
next 16 years. By 2039, the Igbo 
would have been denied the 
presidency for 40 years in this 
current democratic experiment.

In any case, there is no 
guarantee that even in 2039, 
w h e n  t h e  I g b o  s h o u l d  
supposedly have their turn, the 
South-South, will not lay claim 
to it as well. By this permutation, 
a Yoruba president in 2023 will 
keep the office away from the 
Igbo for the next 16 years. 
Equity, justice and fairness 
demand that the Igbo should 
succeed Buhari in 2023.

If  APC hands over the ticket 
to the Yoruba, the Igbo are likely 
to continue their affinity with the 
Peoples Democratic Party. This 
is because even if  the PDP gives 

the presidential ticket to the 
North in 2023, either Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar or Alhaji 
Aminu Tambuwal is likely to 
pick an Igbo man as running 
mate as had been demonstrated 
over the years. It then means that 
the Igbo have a better offer in the 
PDP because once the PDP 
presidential candidate finishes 
his tenure in 2031, the seat may 
return to Igbo in 2031 instead of  
2039 in the APC. Like I earlier 
said, a Yoruba president in 2023 
can't produce an Igbo Vice 
President.

But a northern president in 
2023 can produce an Igbo Vice 

President. A Vice President for 
Ndigbo in any party in Nigeria 
will give them a sense of  
belonging in the Nigerian project 
as a country. Both APC and PDP 
should look at the direction of  
the Igbo for the Presidency of  
Nigeria for the forthcoming 
presidential election as equity, 
justice and fairness demand.

However, in the event of  the 
I g b o  n o t  b e c o m i n g  t h e  
presidential candidates of  the 
two major political parties in the 
country, any of  them that gives 
Ndigbo the Vice Presidential 
shot will get the bulk of  votes of  
the Igbo across Nigeria because 
half  bread is better than none.

Ndigbo have no problems 
with the Yoruba aspirants for the 
position, but in fairness should 
they take another shot at the 
plum position when Igbo have 
not tasted it for even one day 
since 1999? A Yoruba president 
can never guarantee Igbo Vice 
President in Nigeria and Ndigbo 
do not need the position of  the 
Senate President in 2023. Let the 
Yoruba exchange the number 
three position in the land with 
the Igbo in 2023.  Those who 
bandy competence as the only 
c r i t e r i o n  t o  t h r o w  t h e  
presidential race open should 
know that there is no LGA in 
Igboland that doesn't have 
c o m p e t e n t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
materials.
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Opinion

By Ifeanyi Maduako

When the Yoruba President 
finishes his eight years, there's no 

possibility that he would hand over 
to an Igbo man. It then means that 

the number one position will go 
back to the North. The northern 

president may also be in office for 
another eight years. The most the 
northern president can do for the 

Igbo is to choose an Igbo man as his 
running mate when the Yoruba man 

finishes his tenure.

“

“Ndigbo have no problems with the 
Yoruba aspirants for the position, but in 
fairness should they take another shot at 

the plum position when Igbo have not 
tasted it for even one day since 1999? A 
Yoruba president can never guarantee 

Igbo Vice President in Nigeria and 
Ndigbo do not need the position of  the 

Senate President in 2023. Let the 
Yoruba exchange the number three 
position in the land with the Igbo in 

2023.  
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Led by the public transit inspector Ministry of Transport, Comr. Frank Obi Uche, ISTMA 
erected signposts signifying one-lane roads and streets in Owerri on Saturday.

Umahi celebrates Appeal Court victory in 
Church,VP Osinbajo to commission 7
projects in Ebonyi
From David Eze ‘
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State on 
Sunday led his family 

members and Government 
Functionaries to thank God 
for the victory granted to him 
and the Deputy Governor at 
the Court of  Appeal in Enugu 
on Friday.

It would be recalled that the 
Court of  Appeal in Enugu 
through Justice K.O Olawole 
upheld the earlier decision of  
the Abakaliki High Court pre-
sided by Justice Henry Njoku 
that Governor Umahi and his 
Deputy cannot be removed 
from office by the reason of  
their defection to the APC.

Addressing the congre-
gation, Governor Umahi 
thanked the people of  the State 
for their fervent prayers for 
his administration, especially 
during the recent challenge 
of  litigation over his mandate, 
and assured he would con-
tinue to repay them through 
people-oriented projects, pro-
grammes and policies.

“There can be no better 
preaching than the preach-
ing of  love because the Bible 
says love is everything and the 
month of  April in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ resurrected 
is a month of  love, forgiveness 
sets the heart free and when 
you forgive you find out that 
that captive is you.

“I just released money to as-
sist Exco members both those 
who are serving and those 
who have finished serving 
since 2015.”

Governor Umahi an-
nounced that his administra-
tion has fully paid promotion 
arrears to all Civil Servants 
in the State and directed that 
Civil Servants in the Local 
Government and Judiciary 
be paid theirs on or before 7th 
April this year.

“We have paid all the pro-
motion arrears from 2015 to 
2021 to all State Civil Servants 
and I have directed that before 
the 7th of  April, Local Gov-
ernment Staff  and Judiciary 
should get their own.”

He expressed hope that his 
administration would com-

plete the King David Univer-
sity of  Medical Science, the 
Airport, and other critical 
projects before the end of  his 
administration.

Governor Umahi said the 
State’s debt profile was sec-
ond least in the country after 
Jigawa State insisting that 
with God on his side no sector 
would be left behind under his 
renewal drive.

He equally sought input 
from the Labour Union on 
whether the state should go 
ahead and roll out new em-
ployment or increase the sal-
aries of  Civil Servants beyond 
the minimum wage.

“In the spirit of  love, should 
we employ more people or 
should we increase the salaries 
of  Civil Servants beyond the 
minimum wage, our money 
cannot carry the two, the deci-
sion is yours.

“I thank you very much for 
your prayers, if  you roll out 
what God has done in Ebonyi 
State, it is unimaginable which 
is the product of  your prayers.

“We thank God for the Ap-
peal Court and I think that we 

should forget about the litiga-
tion because God has taken 
us out of  our challenges, we 
must appreciate God, we must 
thank him because that is the 
God we know.”

While calling for more 
prayers for the emergence of  
God’s anointed to replace him 
in 2023, Governor Umahi 
urged those jostling for polit-
ical positions in the next dis-
pensation to trade with cau-
tion in order not to overheat 
the polity.

“This seat is only one per-
son that will seat on it, who-
ever God through the people 
bring forward, I will throw 
my support behind the person, 
so we need prayers for God’s 
anointed for the Councillors, 
the Chairmen, the House of  
Assembly Members, the Na-
tional Assembly, the Gover-
nor and of  course for the Pres-
idency of  Nigeria.

“This week is going to be a 
very busy week for us, we have 
lined up over seven projects for 
the Vice-president to Commis-
sion, and the CAN President 
will commission the Ecumen-
ical Centre and this Chapel.”

Ebonyi Govt signs MoU 
with Bloom Public health to
revitalize 13 collapsed 
General Hospitals 
By David Eze, Abakaliki

E
bonyi state governor, 
David Umahi and a 
non-governmental or-

ganization under the aegis 
of  ‘Bloom Public Health’ has 
signed a memorandum of  
understanding, MoU, to revi-
talize all the collapsed gener-
al hospitals located in the 13 
Local government areas of  
the state.

The governor who spoke 
during the signing of  the 
MoU, that took place at the 
new government house, cen-
tenary city Abakaliki, capital 
of  Ebonyi state said the peo-
ple of  the state will have a 
good access to quality health 
care service delivery.

Earlier in a remark, the 
CEO of  Bloom Public 
Health, Prof. Chimezie An-
yakora stated that the DRF 
project in Ebonyi State will 
ensure the provision of  sus-
tainable access to quality and 
affordable essential medi-
cines as a critical element 
in implementing primary 
health care. 

He stated that the project 
was in line with Bloom Pub-
lic Health’s vision of  bridging 
the gap in public health in 

Africa and creating a conti-
nent where access and quali-
ty of  care are affordable to all 
in a sustainable way and that 
the company is eagerly look-
ing forward to scaling the 

project across the continent.
According to him, ‘Bloom 

Public Health is a professional 
services firm providing public 
health supply chain and pol-
icy advisory solutions inter-
nationally’ and also ‘develops 
and provides various innova-
tive health related services to 
individuals, households, and  
corporations, within and out-
side Nigeria.

Prof. Anyakora noted fur-
ther that: “Zipline is an aerial 
logistics company which de-
ploys autonomous drones to 
deliver essential medical sup-
plies to hard-to-reach areas 
in Nigeria and several other 
countries.

He noted further that the 
Ebonyi State Government 
seeks to ensure the sustainable 
access and availability of  safe, 
quality, and affordable medi-
cines and medicinal products 
to all residents of  the State in 
all its health facilities. 

“To achieve this goal, the 
Ebonyi State Government 
has partnered with the con-
sortium led by Bloom Pub-
lic Health to implement an 
innovative healthcare supply 
chain system in Ebonyi State 
that will leverage cutting edge 
technology to centrally pro-
cure, store, manage, provide 
last mile distribution of  phar-
maceutical and other medical 
products to healthcare facili-
ties across the state.”

By Ikenna Orioha, Owerri

A
s pump of  petrole-
um price escalates 
to N240 per litre as 

against the federal govern-
ment approved price of  N165 
per liter, diesel N550 per liter, 
kerosene N650 per liter and 
cooking gas (Liquefied Pe-
troleum Gas) N720 per kg, 
an activist and Chairman of  
Citizens for Righteousness 
and Social Justice, Bishop 
Kenneth Obi (the People’s 
Bishop), has knocked the 
federal government for being 
lackadaisical and noncha-
lant about the welfare and 
well-being of  citizens, calling 
for the reduction of  the hike 
within two weeks or Citizens 
for Righteousness and Social 
Justice will take to the streets.

Bishop Obi who is the 
founder of  Divine World 
Int’l (COGIC), condemned 
the anomaly while speaking 
with journalists at his church, 
Egbu, Owerri North, on Sun-

Petroleum hike: Bishop Obi, knocks
FG, calls for price reduction

day, pointing out that it was 
disheartening that the feder-
al government has failed the 
people hence suffering and 
insecurity.

“It is with a heart full of  joy 
of  the Lord and annoyance 
that I present this address as 
a result of  the worsening eco-
nomic situation in the coun-
try caused by bad leadership. 
The  disheartening aspect of  
it is not that bad leadership 
has negatively affected the 
country’s economy, but that 
nobody is speaking out either 
for the fear of  being killed or 
molested by those who are 
behind the woes of  the soci-
ety”, he retorted.

He said it is no longer news 
that high exchange rate has 
caused inflation in the coun-
try and astronomic increase 
on prices of  petroleum prod-
ucts worsening the whole 
situation; stemming from the 
fact that almost all sectors of  
the economy depend on the 
use of  petroleum products 

to produce goods or render 
meaningful services to the so-
ciety, regretting that “fuel has 
risen to N240 per litre against 
the government approved 
pump price of  N165. Diesel 
now costs more than N550 
per litre, same as kerosene 
and liquefied petroleum gas 
which are three times higher 
than what they used to be few 
years ago”.

“Unfortunately, the in-
crease in the products has 
consequently affected ad-
versely the prices of  goods 
and services. A bag of  rice 
which was once sold below 
N8000 is now N38, 000. The 
transportation sector is also 
affected as people now pay 
through their nose to embark 
on journeys. Sadly enough, 
the hardest hit by this ugly 
development are the people 
whose wages or salaries have 
not experienced the necessary 
upgrade. Of  course, financial-
ly well to do individuals and 
highly placed government 
officials can afford petroleum 
products at whatever prices 
they are pegged which is why 
they rarely come out to speak 
for the masses”.

“Recently, federal govern-
ment imported bad fuel into 
the country which created 
avenue for marketers to hoard 

the product, thereby creating 
an artificial scarcity which 
consequently hiked the price 
even above N800. The situa-
tion which occurred on Feb-
ruary last month has lingered 

and the price of  fuel seems 
not to be going down below 
N220 per litre. It is crystal 
clear that the federal govern-
ment has regulatory agencies 
like Petroleum Products Price 

Regulatory Agency (PPPRA) 
bestowed with the responsi-
bility to ensure that petroleum 
marketers sell the products 
at the approved price”, Obi 
stretched.
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By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Appeal Court sit-
ting in Enugu, has 
affirmed the ruling 

of  the Ebonyi State High 
Court, which declared that 
Governor David Nweze 
Umahi and his Deputy, 
Dr. Kelechi Igwe, did not 
offend any provision of  the 
constitution or the Elector-
al Act by defecting from 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP to the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC, 
in the State.

Appeal Court upholds defection
of Gov Umahi, Deputy to APC

The Court held that 
there was no consequence 
under the law against the 
defection of  the holder of  
the office of  the President, 
Vice President, Governor 
or Deputy Governor, to an-
other political party from 
the party that sponsored 
the election that brought 
him or her to office.

The Plaintiffs in the mat-
ter are the candidate of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, Ebonyi State, 
in the 2019 Governorship 
election, Senator Sonni 
Ogbuoji and his Depu-

Innoson Motors Manufacturing Plant.

ty, Chief  Justin Ogbodo 
Mbam.

Recall that on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2022, the Eb-
onyi State High Court sit-
ting in Abakaliki, struck out 
the same suit and award-
ed N500, 000 as damages 
against the plaintiff.

The plaintiffs who were 
dissatisfied with the judge-
ment, and had on 7th 
March 2022, filed at Enugu 
judicial division of  the Ap-
peal Court.

Delivering judgment 
on the appeal, on Friday, 
a three-man panel in their 
unanimous judgement, 
affirmed the ruling of  the 
Abakaliki High Court, that 
Governor Umahi and his 
deputy did not offend any 
provision of  the constitu-
tion or the Electoral Act in 

defecting to the APC from 
the PDP.

The judgment was read 
by Justice J O K Oyowole.

According to the Justic-
es, there is no consequence 
under the law against the 
defection of  a holder of  
the office of  the President, 
Vice President, Governor 
or Deputy Governor, to an-
other political Party from 
the party that sponsored the 
election that brought him or 
her to office.

The Justices further held 
that, the defection of  a po-
litical office holder might 
appear immoral, but it was 
not the duty of  the Court 
to embark on investigation 
or probe into the provisions 
of  the laws, warning that 
judicial activism must not 
be turned into judicial ras-

Anambra: APGA BOT, Working Committee
‘ll endorse me for Senate – Victor Umeh
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka 

 

T
he former Nation-
al Chairman of  
All Progressives 

Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Chief  Victor Umeh, has 
expressed his uncommon 
confidence to win in a 
landslide, the seat of  Sen-
ate for Dunukofia, Njikoka 
and Anoacha Federal Con-
stituency in the 2023 gener-
al elections in the state con-
sidering the quantum of  
solidarity he had garnered 
from the party faithful at 
all levels in the area. 

The Senator, who made 
this known to Journalists 

in Awka after consulting 
the Working Committee 
of  the party to make his 
ambition known to them 
at the APGA corporate 
headquarters in Awka, af-
firmed that the one hun-
dred and ninety - nine 
political wards in the An-
ambra Central Senatorial 
district, the Working Com-
mittee of  the Party and 
Board of  Trustees, among 
other stakeholders in the 
election have unanimously 
endorsed him for the Sena-
torial seat. 

While describing the 
event as his final last lap in 
the consultation exercise to 
the major stakeholders in 

cality. 
The Appellate Court 

said there is no provision 
in sections 180, 188 or 189 
of  the 1999 constitution as 
amended, that empowers 
the Court to remove either 
a seating governor or the 
deputy, saying, the issue of  
defection of  an office holder 
is not novel to Nigeria’s ju-
dicial jurisprudence 

The Court dismissed the 
appeal and awarded Two 
hundred thousand (N200, 
000) naira against the appel-
lants.

The Counsel to the De-
fendants, Barrister Roy O. 
U Nweze, applauded the 
judgement, saying, “it will 
be a reference point all over 
the country”. Barr. Nweze 
said the Appeal Court has 
substantially rendered nu-

gatory, the Abuja Federal 
High Court judgment by 
Justice Inyang Ekwo, which 
sacked Governor Umahi 
and his deputy on March 
8,2022.

Counsel to the Appel-
lants, Ogbonnaya Okorie, 
appreciated the industry of  
the court and disclosed that 
he would study the judge-
ment and advice his clients 
on the way forward.

Reacting, the Ebonyi 
State Commissioner for 
Information and State Ori-
entation,Barrister Uchenna 
Orji, said the judgement 
was a demonstration of  the 
capacity of  the appellant’s 
Court to protect the rule of  
law and the principles of  
separation of  powers. He 
further described it as a vic-
tory for democracy.

the party, maintained that 
he was strongly prepared 
for the race and explained 
that he is now ready to 
go to Abuja to obtain the 
nomination form for the 
red carpet election next 
year. 

He reiterated that APGA 
as a very big united family, 
has collectively with the 
leadership of  the  party 
asked me to come out for 
the Senatorial seat to repre-
sent his people and Ndigbo 
in general as his records in 
the party  speaks good of  
him.

He promised to extend 
his further consultations 
exercise to the electorate 

in the Senatorial district, 
while expressing the belief  
that the electorate which 
is the power house behind 
the success of  any election 
will support him.

Chief  Umeh, who 
spoke among other things, 
opined  that  he has every  
confidence  to secure the  
ticket  for the Senatoria l 
election ,since everything  
that  concerns election  re-
volved  around the political 
party which  he said  that 
has the final  decision on 
election matters, addin g 
that his track  records as 
a former National  Chair -
man of  the party is there 
for all to see as sure ticket 
for his victory.

Traders promise support for
Gov. Uguwuayi’s candidate after
receiving hall, hummer bus
 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

T
raders at the Gener-
al Building Materials 
Market in Nsukka 

Local Government Area and 
the leadership of  Nsukka 
Zonal Amalgamated Traders 
Association (NZATA) have 
assured Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu State 
of  their unflinching loyalty 
and support for him and all 
his preferred candidates who 
will be contesting elections in 
2023. 

The traders maintained 
that they will give Gov. Ug-
wunayi 100 percent votes and 
maximum support in recog-
nition of  his unprecedented 
achievements in Enugu State, 
especially in the rural areas 
and the University town of  
Nsukka as well as his admin-
istration’s commitment to 
their welfare.

The traders gave the as-
surance, at the weekend 
when Governor Ugwuanyi 
visited the General Building 
Materials Market, Nsukka, 
to inaugurate a hall built by 
the market leadership and 
named after the governor as 
‘Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
Hall’. 

Ugwuanyi while inaugu-
rating the hall approved a wa-
ter project for the traders in 
the market, amid jubilation.

Speaking at the event, the 
Chairman of  the General 
Building Materials Market, 
Nsukka, Mr. George Okonk-
wo, on behalf  of  the traders, 
commended Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for his good works in spite of  
the state’s lean resources oc-
casioned by the nation’s eco-
nomic challenges. 

Mr. Okonkwo, who point-
ed out that Gov. Ugwuanyi’s 
unprecedented infrastructur-
al transformation in the area 

was glaring, reassured the 
governor that they will give 
him and all his preferred can-
didates for 2023 general elec-
tions 100 percent votes and 
support.

The marker leader dis-
closed that the governor is 
“a good product that sells it-
self”, stressing that “you have 
given us what (achievements) 
to use to talk to our people. 
We have seen different ongo-
ing projects across the state 
and we know they are not 
being executed with sand but 
money which is even limited 
at your disposal”. 

Also speaking, the Presi-
dent of  Nsukka Zonal Amal-
gamated Traders Association 
(NZATA), Hon. Dominic 
Nnaemeka Ezema (Decen-
cy) joined the traders of  the 
building materials in appreci-
ating Gov. Ugwuanyi for his 
peace and good governance 
initiatives.

Hon. Ezema stated that 
the governor donated a 
Hummer bus to the associa-
tion, revealing: “It has never 
been done anywhere; it is 
written donated to Nsukka 
Zonal Amalgamated Traders 
Association by Enugu State 
Government”. 

NZATA president told 
Gov. Ugwuanyi that “there is 
no government that remem-
bered the traders as you have 
remembered us”, adding: 
“May God remember you, 
and as you have remembered 
us, we shall also remember 
you”.

He therefore enjoined trad-
ers who have not obtained 
their Permanent Voters 
Cards (PVCs) to utilize the 
opportunity of  the ongoing 
registration exercise to get 
their PVCs and get set to 
reward the governor over-
whelmingly with their votes 
in 2023. 
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Insecurity: South-East residents 
call for strong regional leadership

a security collaboration, 
economic collaboration and 
union of  government to 
tackle.

Prince Maxwell Anadi 
from Akili-Ogidi in Ogbaru 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State told News 
Echo that because of  the 
peculiarity of  the insecurity 
in the South-East it is a no 
brainer to demand a serious 
union of  the five states.

“Constitutionally, I’m 
not asking them to form 
a regional Government. 
But they can through some 
collaboration introduce it to 
solve the current situation. 

“Do you know that 
whatever happens in Awo-
Idemili, Ihittenansa and Orsu 
Ihitte-Ukwa in Imo State will 
easily affect Orsumoghu, 
Ubuluisiuzor, Lilu and Isseke 
in Ihiala LGA of  Anambra 
State? 

“It is the same thing 
between Awka and Oji River 
axis of  Anambra and Enugu 
and even my own LGA with 
Oguta in Imo State. I am 
pleading with the Governors 
to stop seeing the insecurity 
according to state names. Let 
them be tactical. 

“Let the Chairman of  
South-East Governors forum 
lead them all like a Premier 
so that they can call all Igbo 
elites together with Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo let’s find a solution to 
our problems.”

Dr Simeon Duruji from 
Ohuba, in Ohaji-Egbema 
LGA of  Imo State, said that 
it baffles him that the South-
East Governors still think 
they can handle the insecurity 
individually.

“Hope Uzodinma has 
been calling stakeholders 
meetings since he came in 
as Governor. That’s good. 
Charles Soludo has begun the 
same stakeholders’ meeting. 
Why can’t they come together 
and begin to South-East 
stakeholders meeting? 

“This is what is needed 
now. The reason is simple. If  
Imo gets rid of  criminals in 
their forest, those criminals 
will regroup in another state 
that’s not serious security-
wise and launch another 
attack. 

“Why can’t we see that 
our boundary town makes 
it difficult for us to define 
peculiarity? We need to 
ignore our names now and 
come together as Ndigbo or 
Southeasterners and fight 
what’s killing us together. 

“Our various House of  
Assemblies can make laws 
peculiar to our region to help 
us on this. We can’t survive 
this battle with each state 
standing on its own with 
strategies alien to each other.” 

Chief  Cosmas Ezeugwu, 
from Nkpologu, Uzo-Uwani 
LGA, Enugu State told 
News Echo that only unified 
tactics and collaborative 
governances can be helpful. 

“If  we want to survive the 
strategy is unity first. Imagine 
when everyone comes 
together to reason. Imagine 
if  South-East Governors will 
come together, start tackling 
insecurity through regional 
job creation by reviving 
Nkalagu Cement Industry, 
tell Federal Government to 
allow them to see what to do 
with Enugu Coal since the 
Government at the centre 
does not care. 

“Try their best to jointly 
revive all the agricultural 
settlements built by Dr 
Michael Okpara to create 
jobs for our teeming youths. 
We can call our clergy to the 
unit as well in sending the 
same message. 

“We must use this coming 
election period to build our 
consciousness about the Igbo 
nation. We must not let things 
get beyond control. Ndigbo 
must forget the names of  
their state and come together 
now.”

On their part, Barr Adindu 
Nwaogwugwu and Engineer 
Ndubuisi Ezeh from both 
Abia and Ebonyi States said 
that adopting a regional sense 

of  belonging in dealing with 
insecurity is long overdue.

“Imagine if  they were 
serious to fund Ebubeagu 
with its security headquarters 
in our regional capital, 
Enugu? It would have been 
wonderful. We have qualified 
retired senior police officers, 
army, navy and airforce still 
alive that can help. 

“We have a former Chief  
of  Army Staff  from Abia 
State. He’s still alive and 
healthy. We have two Ex-
Inspector General of  Police, 
one from Imo and the other 
from Enugu State. They’re 
still alive. 

“We have too many 
retired military generals, 
senior police officers, air-
commodores and so many 
others. We even have senior 
security experts in foreign 
lands who are Igbos. 

“Why must we keep quiet 
and watch insecurity swallow 
us because of  state diversity? 
It’s time to unite and fight 
this thing,” Ezeh said.

Nwaogwugwu also added 
that the Governors must 
drop their party politics 
and differences and invite 
the right persons from 
their states no matter their 
political affiliations to enable 
the South-East to fight 
insecurity before the region is 
completely destroyed.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Onitsha 

O
ut of  the four cardinal 
points of  Nigeria, 
where are you from? 

Are you from the South-East? 
That once peaceful region has 
suddenly become a source 
of  worry for everyone. That 
great region where all her 
indigenes go out for greener 
pastures and return every end 
of  the year to see loved ones is 
now in trouble.

The situation seems to 
have overwhelmed the five 
governors of  the region on an 
individual basis, as each of  
them is currently struggling 
to develop a feasible strategy 
that can arrest the situation 
properly.

Some of  the Governors 
decided that it is better to 
confront the situation with 
both the Ebubeagu Security 
Network and Security 
Summit. Some others believe 
it is better done with the 
collaboration of  community 
vigilantes with the Federal 
Security agencies and 
even constant stakeholders 
meetings.

However, the various 
methods are yet to yield 
feasible tangible results that 
prove that all is under control. 
Currently, the South-East is 
in a serious security crisis and 
something urgently is needed 
and must be done without 
delay.

With just a total landmass 
of  29,362 Square Kilometers 
(29,362 km2) shared by its 
five states: Enugu State: 7,161 
Square Kilometers (7,161 
km2), Abia State: 6,320 
Square Kilometers (6,320 
km2), Ebonyi State 5,935 
Square Kilometers (5,935 
km2), Imo State, 5,530 Square 
Kilometers (5,530 km2) and 
Anambra State: 4,416 Square 
Km (4,416km2), the region 
is struggling to surmount the 
insecurity facing it

From all statistics, the 
region has five states, 15 
Senatorial Districts, 43 
Federal Constituencies and 95 
Local Government Areas and 
too many electoral wards. On 
a separate note, each of  the 
five states has its own separate 
structures meant to govern it 
and serve its people.

News Echo gathered from 
many residents through an 
opinion sampling that how the 
current insecurity is ravaging 
the region now requires 
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A
n illustrious son 
of  Arondizuogu, 
Ideato North 

Local Government Area 
of  Imo State, Triple 
High Chief  Dr. Inno-
cent Ozoemena Ezuma 
(Ozuigwe Mmadu Nw-
anchinemere, Agunae-
chemba, Lord Mayor 
of  Arondizogu Ancient 
Kingdom), has noted 
that the Ike-Ji Arondi-
zuogu Cultural Festi -
val billed to hold on 28 
April, 2022, has huge 
economic impact benefi-
cial to the people who so 
much value their culture 
and tradition.

The Lord Mayor of  
Arondizuogu stated this 
when he spoke to media 
professionals during the 
ritual fixing of  date for 
the Ike- Ji Arondizuogu 
Cultural Festival, held 
at the Village Square, 
Ndianichie Ulo, last 
week.

The industrialist and 
man of  letters who hint-
ed that he has done a 
lot of  good things for 
Arondizuogu and hu-
manity across board, ex-
plained that “the Ike-Ji 
Arondizuogu has huge 
economic impact be -
cause when people come 
home for the festival they 
will beautify their envi-
ronments, repair their 
homes or start building 
new houses among other 
activities and benefits at-
tached to the event”.

Reiterating that the 
annual and highly rich 
Ike-Ji Arondizuogu 
Cultural Festival which 
holds on 28 April, 2022, 
Ezuma disclosed that 
over 3million people 
both indigenes of  
Arondizuogu, friends, 
well- wishers, in-laws 
and lovers of  culture and 
tradition will grace the 

event, stressing that the 
significance of  the event 
was that the community 
has “successfully 
interacted with our 

Ike-Ji Arondizuogu Cultural Festival 
attracts over 3 million people with huge 
economic impact - Ozoemena Ezuma

ancestors and they have 
graciously given us 28 
April 2022 for the hosting 
of  Ike- Ji Arondizuogu 
Cultural Festival. Also, 

By Ikenna Orioha

today’s event does not 
have a particularly fixed 
date. We are directed 
by the ancestor, Obi- 
Mazi Iheme- Izuogu, 

who was responsible for 
the cultural festival at 
Arondizuogu.

Many people will 
return home from across 

the world to participate in 
the Ike-Ji which will draw 
all kinds of  indigenous 
masquerades and other 
cultural displays, just 
as some indigenes of  
Arondizuogu came in 
from England, America 
and other countries to 
grace the big Ike- Ji date 
fixing ceremony”.

The philanthropist 
who is the sponsor 
of  this year’s Ike-Ji 
Arondizuogu Cultural 
Festival, expressed 
happiness about how the 
people especially youths 
of  the clan effectively, 
joyfully took part in the 
predate event which 
was quite spectacular, 
emphasizing that 
“Arondizuogu culture 
is the richest culture 
in the whole world. 
Any community who 
abandons its culture 
and tradition is as good 
as dead and Igbo must 
return back to our culture 
and tradition. This way, 
we will progress greatly 
and live well”.

He therefore called 
on all lovers of  culture 
and tradition to make 
effort to attend the 
Ike-Ji Arondizuogu 
Cultural Festival which 
he maintained will last 
4 to 5 days, assuring that 
the festival is going to be 
bumper and enriching 
and successful.

Eulogizing the Lord 
Mayor of  Arondizuogu 
for sponsoring the 
ceremony even with 
donation of  3 cows, 
3 rams and fowls, 
the traditional ruler 
of  Iheme, HRH, Eze 
Kanu Ndubuisi, prayed 
that God will always 
strengthen the Lord 
Mayor of  Arondizuogu 
and others for their 
patriotism and effort to 
the peace and progress of  
Arondizuogu and Ideato 
nation.

Participants during Ike-Ji Cultural celebration



From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu  

News Feature

News Echo   Monday 4 - Tuesday 5 April, 2022                                                                   Page 10

Governor Soludo begins monitoring, 
supervision of cleaning up of Onitsha 
communities 

G
o v e r n o  r
C h u k w u m a 
Soludo of 

Anambra State has 
commenced the 
clearing of  wastes and 
desilting of  drainage 
systems in the Onitsha 
metropolis.

The governor, 
who arrived the 
communities, with 
members of  his 
entourage, at about 
11:32am on Saturday, 
commenced the 
monitoring and 
supervision of  works 
from the Obiano 
Park, Upper Iweka 
axis of  Onitsha 
South, through Fegge, 
Ochanja market, and 
Ochanja roundabout.

According to the 
governor, the exercise 
will last till today . 
After flagging off  the 
exercise, the governor 
said he would 
monitor the three-day 
waste evacuation and 
drainage cleaning in 
the four communities 
which are Onitsha 
North and South, 
Ogbaru and 
Idemili North local 
government areas.

At the scene 
of  the exercise, 
excavators were seen 
evacuating wastes 
from the drainages, 
and dumping places 
around the vicinities, 
loading same in 
tippers for immediate 
dumping at dump sites 
already provided by 
the state government.

Workers and 
residents of  the 
areas were also seen 
clearing and helping 

to ensure that the 
wastes which have 
become an eyesore 
were removed.

They expressed 
happiness at the 
governor’s initiative 
towards enthroning 
a clean and healthy 
environment. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
health officers, 
officials of  Operation 
Clean and Healthy 
Anambra, OCHA 
Brigade, major 
stakeholders in the 
areas, including the 

Member Representing 
Onitsha North 
Constituency two, Mr 
Edward Ibuzor, an 
aspirant for Ogbaru 
Federal Constituency 
in 2023 election, 
Honourable Chris 
O n y e k a c h u k w u 

Nwokedi, were 
present at the 
sanitation exercise.

Soludo will still 
visit other parts of  the 
four local government 
areas involved, to 
ensure that work is 
going on as planned.

Meanwhile, some 
people who tried to 
defy the order of  the 
lockdown by opening 
their shops were 
ordered to close their 
shops in obedience 
of  the 7am to 6pm 
restriction exercise.

Workers of Operation Clean and Healthy Anambra at work during the cleanup exercise



Nigerian Football: What next after
Super Eagles World Cup miss?

maju Pinnick assumed office 

Aon November 19, 2014, as 
the President of  the Nigerian 

Football Federation (NFF). Shortly 
after, the senior male national team, 
Super Eagles, managed by the late 
Stephen Keshi, failed to qualify for 
the 2015 Nations Cup at the Godswill 
Akpabio Stadium after a 2-2 draw 
with South Africa.

The Eagles needed to beat Bafana 
Bafana [just like they needed to beat 
Ghana on Tuesday] but Tokelo 
Rantie gave the South Africans a two-
goal lead in the first half  and a brace 
from Sone Aluko, in the 68th and 
90th minutes, proved not enough.

Eight years after that fateful night, 
there was an encore on March 29, 
2022.

Just like a picture frozen in time, 
the scene and actors were familiar and 
the result was the same. We – the 
media, sponsors, administrators, and 
many more enthusiasts – all saw it 
coming, but we played the Ostrich, 
pretending not to see the danger 
coming and hoping that the 
degenerate set-up would continue to 
produce miraculous escapes and 
jamboree expeditions.

Miracles happen, but they are not 
the norm.

The World Cup ouster by Ghana 
should be the Nigerian norm based on 
the cluelessness of  the administrators, 
who believe in negating processes and 
norms while wishing, absurdly, for 
success.

Reality has dawned. And so the 
Super Eagles will not be at the 2022 
FIFA World Cup because they fell to 
a limited Black Stars team from 
Ghana.

This Ghanaian team was limited 
in talents and experience. Of  the 22 
players that started the match on 
Tuesday, only the Ghanaian captain, 
Thomas Partey, would probably 
make it into a combined 11 of  the two 
teams.

Blame game
The introspection has started and 

the blame game is in full swing. It is 
a b n o r m a l  i n  o u r  c l i m e  f o r  
administrators to fall on their swords, 
but this will be an interesting space to 
watch in the coming days on what 
will be the consequences of  this 
failure. The NFF has sacked the 
entire crew of  the Super Eagles 
though there are vague lines on what 
Augustine Eguavoen will be since he 
was just the interim manager, 
seconded from his technical director 
post.

Just as we asked after the last 
Summer Olympics, our ouster from 
Qatar 2022 explains the glaring fact 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o c e s s ,  
infrastructure, or plans.

Conclusively, we can all agree 
that the 'tournament mentality' 
instead of  'development mentality' 
thoroughly encumbers us to perform 
to our potential.

For Pinnick and his NFF board, it 
definitely looks and feels like things 
have turned full circle. One decision 
that burnishes Pinnick's time in 
charge was the employment of  
Gernot Rohr in 2016 and the 
subsequent successful qualification 
for every senior football tournament 
afterwards.

Unfortunately, this enormous 
setback has again dredged up Rohr's 
name and his [untimely] sack last 
December. The NFF employed the 
former Super Eagles manager after 
the national team missed two 
c o n s e c u t i v e  N a t i o n s  C u p  
tournaments in 2015 and 2017.

Pinnick will beat himself  on the 
head as to why he agreed to the 
sacking of  the Franco-German 
tactician who had qualified the 
Eagles  for  ever y  [ jamboree]  
tournament during his tenure.

At the 2010 World Cup, I 
witnessed first-hand the excesses that 
Nigerian officials and hangers-on 
exhibited in South Africa. People 
transported to South Africa on 
taxpayers' money and lavished with 
criminal estacode played about from 
Johannesburg to Cape Town but 
refused to perform the assignment for 
which the country sent them to the 
World Cup – watch and give 
feedback.

That casualness transmitted itself  
to the team. No surprises and guesses 

that the Super Eagles got bundled out 
in the first round. But the jamboree 
did not stop with the Eagles' exit.

Pinnick, a former Warri Wolves 
sole administrator, totally abandoned 
the local league, which brought him 
into prominence for an endless 
junketing around the world. Central 
to his various travels were visits to the 
United Kingdom as he became a 
scout, talent spotter, and inspirational 
speaker/leader. He was not averse to 
giving pep talks to players in the 
dressing room as his ego consumed 
him in his role as the NFF President.

Going through almost 30 
speeches and interviews by Pinnick in 
2021 and 2022, it is hard to find a line 
from him on the Nigeria Professional 
Football League. There is conclusive 
evidence to show that the local league 
shows and enhances the ability of  the 
national team. Take a look at 
England, Germany, and France to a 
lesser extent, and one can see what a 
solid local league gives. These leagues 
produce the backbone of  their 
national teams and, even though they 
export some, it is to give room to 
develop some more.

“It is 17 years since a Nigerian 
club last won the CAF Champions 
League while no side has made it to 
the final of  a continental tournament 
since Amaju Pinnick took over the 
NFF in 2014,” 

On Tuesday, March 29, the 
bottom fell out once again for 
Nigerian football. Partey scored the 
goal needed for Ghana's qualification 
in the 11th minute and that was it. Let 
the finger-pointing begin; the blame 

games, and all the attendant furore 
and drama.

Though there is one consolation 
if  we could just take a moment and 
step back from emotional tantrums. 
Failure allows us to start again, using 
our experiences as pointers to what to 
do and what to avoid.

The question to ask ourselves is 
do we know what is wrong and what 
we have to do to ensure we never pass 
this way again?

A footbal l  analys t ,  Yemi 
Adesanya, wants administrators to 
come up with actionable goals before 
being given offices. “First, those 
aspiring to run our football need to 
share their actionable blueprint; 
which, upon election, is reviewed 
with timelines every two years with 
minimum achievable milestones.

“Sell Nigerian football as a 
package to Corporate Nigeria, 
knowing that Nigeria football does 
not start and end with the Super 
Eagles.”

Still pained by the defeat to 
Ghana, Mr Adesanya continued, 
“We must go back to the basics. Fund 
the league adequately, and create 
opportunities for players in the league 
to aspire to play for the national team.

“We must also develop a 
sustainable funding structure for 
school sports; coaches' education and 
reeducation. The NFF President 
should be president of  Nigerian 
football, not of  Super Eagles.”

Can we go this route? If  not, we 
should all stop haranguing each other 
and look to employ the next miracle 
worker.
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OCO World goes national, unveils 2022
Nsukka Most Beautiful Girl Pageant
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
s part of  its mission 
to promote the Nsuk-
ka values and cultural 

heritage, OCO World Group 
has announced the 2022 
Nsukka Most Beautiful Girl 
in Nigeria pageant show.

Founder of  the Group, Ok-
wudili Celestine Okwudili 
disclosed this to newsmen on 
Saturday during the official 

unveiling of  the 2021 winner 
of  Nsukka Most Beautiful 
Girl and press briefing for an-
nouncement of  sale of  forms 
for 2022 edition of  NMBGN 
at Golden Valley Hotel Nsuk-
ka, tagged “Diva’s Edition” 
he disclosed that the aim of 
the beauty pageant is to show-
case beautiful, smart and in-
telligent Nsukka girls to the 
world, adding that the 2022 
edition is open for all Nigeri-
an girls.
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Blind Senior Citizens Association thank 
Ikpeazu for approving gratuity payment
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has said that 
the welfare of  pen-

sioners will remain its top 
priority. This promise was 
made by Governor Okezie  
Ikpeazu when he received 
in audience, the executive 
members of  Blind Senior 
Citizens  Association of  
Nigeria, Abia State Chap-
ter who visited him in his 
office. Ikpeazu who was 

represented during the vis-
it by the Secretary to the 
State government, Barr 
Chris Ezem described the 
visit as a step in the right 
direction and advised them 
not to allow their challeng-
es deter them from actual-
izing their goals in life and 
destiny.

He told the visitors that 
his government had ap-
proved the payment of  
gratuity to pensioners in 
the state beginning with 
members of  the blind 

senior citizens association 
who have received part 
payment of  their gratuity.

The Governor further as-
sured that adequate steps 
were being taken to ensure 
that the remaining part of  
the gratuity will be soon be 
paid while advising those 
yet to receive their own to 
be patient as they would 
receive the gratuities in the 
second phase.

In his message, the leader 
of  the team, Chief  Ifegwu 
Joseph who spoke through 

Gov. Soludo begins monitoring, supervision of  cleaning up of  Onitsha communities.

News Echo reports that 
OCO World has been the 
chief  Sponsor and organizer 
of  the NMBG beauty Pag-
eant for three years, an annu-
al event, for young, beautiful 
and talented girls from Nsuk-
ka Senatorial District, but has 
thrown the 4th edition open 
to all Nigerian girls to contest.

Speaking during the brief-
ing, Okwudili said “This year 
we are extending the invi-
tation for the 4th edition of 

Mr Amadi Jonathan said 
the visit was to thank 
and appreciate Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for the part 
payment of  their gratuities 
describing it as a show of  
compassion, commitment 
and love for the welfare 
of  Abians.  Chief  Ifegwu 
promised their continued 
support and to the Gover-
nor and his programs. The 
visit featured presentation 
of  a plaque to the Gover-
nor’s representative.

Nsukka Most Beautiful girl 
Nigeria to all Nigerian girls as 
we target to promote Nsukka 
culture and value to all Nige-
rians and the world in gener-
al through beauty pageantry 
contest.

 “Our target is not just a 
good looking girl, but a Diva, 
one who will serve as a role 
model for other girls in Nsuk-
ka, Nigeria and world over. 
Nsukka is blessed with rich 
cultural values, the people are 
well behaved and their wom-
en are known for their revered 
cultural norms and values”.

 “Therefore whoever 
emerge winner irrespective of  
where the person comes from 
will represent the rich Nsukka 
cultural heritage, of  course 
the winner must be beauti-
ful, with good knowledge of  
Nsukka cultures, smart and 
intelligent,” he said. He fur-
ther stated that “the 2022 edi-
tion winner will smile home 
with a brand new Toyota Spi-
der, one week international 
tourist trip for tourism expe-
rience and other prizes, the 
2nd runner-up will get half  a 
million naira and a tourism 
trip within Nigeria, while 3rd 
runner-up will be given three 

hundred thousand naira, and 
one hundred thousand naira 
each will also be given to oth-
er six contestants as consola-
tion prize,” he said.

While unveiling Okolie 
Chizoba as the winner of  
2021 edition of  NMBG beau-
ty pageant, Okwudili noted 
that her pet projects have 
continued to impact positive-
ly on young girls in Nsukka 
towards cultural and moral 
upbringing. He expressed his 
satisfaction with the current 
Queen’s projects and the win-
ners of  the previous editions 
adding that they have done 
the Nsukka and OCO World 
proud.

Manager, Nsukka Most 
Beautiful Pageant Show, 
Okonkwo Vivian Chidiogo 
noted that the project is an 
empowerment programme 
because it creates room for 
these young ladies to grow up 
from being nothing to some-
thing in life. 

According to her, “once 
you pick the form, during 
the cause of  camping you 
become family, you train and 
you benefit from contacts, 
opportunities from the OCO 

world and professionals who 
have come to train with you”. 
She assured that the 2022 
edition will be an exceptional 
one due to the many benefits 
available to make it a worth-
while. 

However, Mr. Anyanso 
Ezekiel, explaining the NMB-
GN beauty pageant 2020 said 
that the registration forms 
is already on sale for N7000 
and is available in some most 
leading stores, cyber cafes 
and supermarkets in Nsukka 
and Enugu, as well as all the 
bet9ja outlets in Nsukka and 
also can be obtained online at 
OCO World website.

Ezekiel noted further that 
the competition would be 
transparent and will be an av-
enue to showcase a beautiful 
and talented girl in Nsukka 
zone to the world, adding 
that all the judges that will 
judge the contestants are men 
and women of  noble and 
proven integrity.

Present at the event were, 
Chris Ikokwu, the pageant 
producer, Bet9ja stakehold-
ers, Solive oil, Solace Table 
Water, ND Benz, media per-
sonalities, among others.

ISTMA commences Public
Enlightenment on Road
Traffic Regulations 

he Imo State Traffic TM a n a g e m e n t 
Authority (ISTMA) 

has  commenced  publ ic 
awareness on road traffic 
laws in the capital city, 
Owerri, at the weekend, to 
educate the residents and 
motorists on the need to obey 
the extant laws guiding road 
traffic in the state. 

Part of  the enlightenment 
campaign of  the agency was 
to go to different streets and 
roads in the capital city 
erecting signposts directing 
motorists on how to ply the 
roads and streets.

Conspicuously mounted 
to the awareness of  all were 
different signposts with 
v a r i o u s  i n s c r i p t i o n s 
signifying some of  the one-
lane roads and streets. Led by 
the public transit inspector 
Ministry of  Transport, Comr. 
Frank Obi Uche, the traffic 
m a n a ge m e n t  a u t h o r i t y 
erected signposts signifying 
roads and streets that are 
either one lane parking or one 
way in streets likes Edede, 

Anukwo, Onumiri, etc and 
roads like Christ Church, 
Royce, School road, etc.

Other parts of  the state 
shall also be erected with 
s u c h  s i g n p o s t s .  T h i s 
advocacy is geared towards 
educating motorists and 
residents alike on the true 
positions of  such roads or 
streets to avoid one falling 
victim of  the enforcement 
taskforce when plying the 
roads.

Reason for the aggressive 
enlightenment campaign is 
for road users to know 
beforehand, and to avoid 
c o n t r ave n i n g  t h e  l aw s 
guiding the free flow of  traffic 
in the state as those caught 
shall be made to face the full 
wrath of  the law.

The public is  hereby 
enjoined to always be on the 
side of  the law by obeying all 
t h e  t r a f f i c  r u l e s  a n d 
regulations as those caught 
offending the laws shall be 
made to face justice at the 
mobile court of  the traffic 
management authority.

Appeal Court judgment:
APC hails judiciary, congratulates
Umahi over victory

he All Progressives TC o n g r e s s  ( A P C ) , 
Ebonyi State chapter, 

has commended the nation's 
judicial system especially the 
appellate court for upholding 
the judgment of  the Ebonyi 
State High Cour t  which 
quashed the suit challenging 
the defection of  Governor 
David Nweze Umahi and his 
Deputy Dr Kelechi Igwe from 
the People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) to the APC.  The 
Chairman of  the Party in the 
state, Hon Stanley Okoro 
Emegha in a statement in 
Abakaliki who described the 
judgment as a landmark 
v i c t o r y  c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
governor David Umahi and 
his deputy Kelechi on their 
victory.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, the ruling at the 
Appeal Court sitting in Enugu 
has truly shown that the 
judiciary is an arbiter of  hope 
and the threshold of  justice 

and justice alone. 
" Fo r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

democratic precepts and 
making the Nigerian citizens 
to have unfiltered trust and 
confidence on the system, I 
wish to again unreservedly 
commend you the Judiciary. 
Truly, this bold stand of  the 
court has shown that it's an 
arbi ter  of  hope and the 
threshold of  justice and justice 
alone". 

"The of f icers  in  the 
temple of  justice in Nigeria are 
frankly exceptional due to 
their avowed determination to 
build a system which can be 
adjuged as the most credible 
anywhere in the world. The 
Judiciary is at its eldorado 
where the common man 
believes in its quick and 
untainted dispensation of  
justice". 

"Your Excellency, father 
of  the state, the appellate 
court's judgment has made me 
to recall with nostalgia, the 
massive solidarity displayed 
by Nigerians, Ebonyi people 
inclusive few weeks back in 

full support of  your stay in office. 
M y  G ove r n o r,  d o  n o t  b e 
distracted by the antics of  
purveyors of  evil because they 
have buried their  faces in 
absolute shame" 

“Your Excellency, we are 
proud of  your God's given 
abilities and calculated efforts 
which have revitalised and 
repositioned the state and her 
citizenry for more sustainable 
economic prosperity. Your 
l e g a c i e s  w i l l  e n d u r e  f o r 
thousands  years  to  come. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  t h e 
thoroughbred technocrat and 
g o l d e n  a g e  E x e c u t i v e 
Governor", part of  the statement 
read.

From David Eze,
Abakaliki
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 News  

From Mike Ovat, 
Onitsha

T
he Presidential As-
pirant of  the People 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), in the 2023 gener-
al election, Mr. Peter Obi, 
over the weekend, says he 
is likely to emerge as the 
party’s consensus candi-
date for the election.

He added that he pos-

2023 Presidency: Peter Obi gifted
nomination form, boasts of 
consensus party’s candidature

sessed the capacity to ad-
dress the present harsh 
economic conditions con-
fronting the country. He 
also appealed to the Na-
tional leadership of  the 
party, his co-aspirants and 
other concerned PDP sup-
porters to consider him for 
the party’s ticket for the 
sake of  equity and fairness.

Obi, disclosed this while 
speaking to journalists, at 

The ongoing marking of illegal structures to be demolished by the Anambra State Planning Board Taskforce.

his GRA residence in Onit-
sha on Friday night, shortly 
after he received the 2023 
PDP Presidential Nomina-
tion/Expression of  Interest 
form, purchased for him 
by a group called  “Young 
Professionals” to support 
his aspiration 

Speaking further, Obi, 
said he should be consid-
ered as the consensus op-
tion, because, since the 
return of  Democracy in 
Nigeria, only late Dr. Alex 
Ekwueme, from the Igbo 
extraction has contested 
the party Presidential pri-
maries with Chief  Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, in 1999 and 
lost. 

“From 2003-2019, no 
person like me from the 
South East Nigeria, under 
PDP has aspired for the po-
sition again. My first outing 
in 2019 was to vice for Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar. So I 
urge the party leadership to 
put this into consideration 
and make me it consensus 
candidate for the February 
18, 2023 Presidential elec-
tion,” Obi said.

However, he expressed 
confidence that he would 
be in pole position to clinch 
the presidential ticket of  
the party in a free and fair 
primaries, if  the option of  
consensus arrangement for 
him did not come in place.

NIDC boss decries high rate of
fraud in financial sector
From  Chuma  Austin,
Enugu 

 

I
rked by the growing rate 
of  fraudulent activities 
resulting in loss of  huge 

money by unsuspecting cus-
tomers in the country, the 
Nigerian Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC) has 
advised Nigerians to always 
save money in licensed 
banks.

Managing Director of  the 
NIDC, Bello Hassan, gave 
the advice while speaking at 
the NDIC Day at the ongo-
ing 33rd edition of  the Enu-
gu International Trade Fair 
on Friday. 

Hassan stated that NIDC 

would always protect de-
positors funds, urging Ni-
gerians to report all cases of  
dubious activities by banks 
to both the NDIC and Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria (CBN).

Represented by the Depu-
ty Director and Zonal Con-
troller, Enugu Office, Mrs 
Stella Henshaw, he stated 
that the bank provides de-
posit insurance coverage to 
depositors of  deposit money 
banks, microfinance banks, 
primary Mortgage banks, 
non-Interest banks, Mobile 
money operators subscrib-
ers and newly licensed Pay-
ment Service Banks (PSBs) 
since it’s inception.

“As at December 2022, the 

While thanking the 
group for their support, 
Obi, assured them of  his 
commitment to the future 
of  Nigeria’s youths while 
expressing confidence 
in turning the security 
challenges of  the nation 
around.

The National Convener 
of  Young Professionals, 
Mr. Daniel Robert, from 
Warri, Delta State, who 
presented the form to the 
candidate, on behalf  of  
the group, said the former 
Anambra State Governor, 
met the criteria used in the 
choice of  a Nigeria pres-
idential candidate for the 
group.

The Convener said the 
group, an umbrella body of  
all registered Professional 
bodies in Nigeria; com-
prises of  Medical Doctors, 
Engineers, Entertainers, 
Legal Practitioners, Media, 
among others in alliance ar-
rived at the decision based 
on Peter Obi’s experience 
in administration, man-
agement of  the economy 
and politics to support his 
aspiration. Senator Uche 
Ekwunife, Hon. Sam Awa-
so, former Anambra State 
PDP governorship candi-
date, Mr. Valentine Ozigbo, 
Barrister John Okoli Akiri-
ka, among other party sup-
porters were in attendance.

Corporation has paid a total 
of  N119.101bn as insured 
sums to 535,815 depositors, 
creditors and shareholders 
of  closed banks while a to-
tal of  N101.117bn had been 
paid as uninsured sums”, he 
added. 

According to him, the 
Corporation had declared 
full payment of  insured and 
uninsured sums to deposi-
tors of  eighteen (18) banks 
in-liquidation 

The implication of  the 
development he explained 
was that the Corporation 
has realized liquidation div-
idends to pay all depositors 
of  banks who present them-
selves for payment.

Earlier, President of  Enu-
gu Chamber of  Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and  Agri-
culture  ( ECCIMA) Jasper 
Nduagwuike had com-
mended the corporation 
for “splendidly discharging 
it’s duties that one can only 
wish that other regulatory 
agencies will emulate the 
ways and means they exe-
cute their commission”.

He stated that it was wor-
thy of  note that for so long, 
Nigerians have forgotten 
what bank failure feels like 
and urged the bank to en-
sure it does not allow an-
ything to take the country 
back to the past.

Group organizes Essay Competition
for Ikeduru secondary school students

 
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
Group, G-Initiative, 
in partnership with 
the Transition Com-

mittee of  Ikeduru Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State, 
has organized a successful 
Essay Competition for all 
secondary school students 
of  Ikeduru. The academic 
exercise which has topic as 
“Sustainable Development 
of  Igbo Land”, took place at 
Akabo Community Primary 
School, Atta, Ikeduru LGA, 
with 37 schools participating 
and smiling home with cash 
reward.

Prizes of  N40, 000, N20, 
000 were awarded to the first 
winner, Uzoamaka Edel- 
Quinn Chinaemere, of  Foun-
tain of  Life Int’l Modern 
Secondary School, second 
winner, Ifeanyi Kelechi, of  
Iho Comprehensive Second-
ary School and third winner, 
Anyanwu Akachukwu, of  
Atta High School. The 4th 
winner got a N10, 000 con-
solation prize while the rest 
got N5, 000 each for partic-
ipating in the competition 
who went home excitedly 
and fulfilled.

Speaking after the competi-
tion, the Founder and Chair-
man of  G- Initiative, Hon. 
Ganiru Okoro, who used the 
academic exercise to com-
memorate his birthday, not-
ed that the competition was 
geared to encourage, as well 
as promote academic excel-
lence among students of  the 
locality through quality edu-
cation and conducive learn-
ing environment.

Mentioning that G- Initi-
ative is in partnership with 
a lot of  groups or people to 
promote standard, quali-
ty education and to imbue 
sense of  discipline and ex-
cellence in the young minds, 
Okoro hinted that “we are 
going to slowly touch every 

student to be able to achieve 
Sustainable Development 
Goals especially when stu-
dents work hard and teach 
others of  the importance of  
sustainable goals. We are 
going to begin quality edu-
cation project with the assis-
tance of  everyone we know, 
but beginning with me, we 
are going to fully rehabilitate 
the school: Akabo Primary 
School Atta, Ikeduru, hence 
the competition was held 
there. The essay competition 
is for those who know and 
those who want to know. The 
idea is for us to know where 
to start from in our projects. 
We hope that the next exer-
cise will be bigger”.

Promising to do whatever 
he can within his power to 
provide good education to 
everyone that he can reach, 
the sponsor of  the Essay 
Competition added that “in 
a sustainable environment 
we need to have sustainable 
mind- your mind needs to 
be tuned towards sustaina-
ble development goals which 
falls under SDGs- 17- which 
is partnership for the goals. 
Meaning, we need to come 
together and make sure that 
we can achieve a project in 
the school which is going to 
be the beginning of  our qual-
ity education project. I con-
gratulate all students who 
wrote the essay”.

The philanthropist while 
thanking those who part-
nered with G- Initiative to 
make the Essay Competi-
tion a huge success stressed 
“when it comes to essay 
competition, we were look-
ing at quality education. And 
for us to be able to deliver 
quality education, you need 
to know how educated you 
are. If  Ikeduru is leading 
everyone else on Sustainable 
Development Goals, may be 
they may copy us, but we will 
always be ahead of  them”.
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Foreign News

P
ope Francis said on Saturday 
he was considering a trip to 
Kyiv and implicitly criticised 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
over the invasion of  Ukraine, say-
ing a “potentate” was fomenting 
conflict for nationalist interests.

Francis made the comments, first 
to reporters on the plane taking 
him to Malta for a two-day visit, 
and then in a hard-hitting speech 
in the island’s presidential palace 
that left little doubt who he was re-
ferring to.

“From the east of  Europe, from 
the land of  the sunrise, the dark 
shadows of  war have now spread. 
We had thought that invasions of  
other countries, savage street fight-
ing and atomic threats were grim 
memories of  a distant past,” the 
pope said.

Moscow denies targeting civil-
ians in the action it launched on 
Feb. 24, which it dubs a “special 
military operation” designed not 
to occupy territory but to demilita-
rise and “denazify” its neighbour. 
Francis has already rejected that 
terminology, calling it a war.

“However, the icy winds of  war, 
which bring only death, destruc-
tion and hatred in their wake, have 
swept down powerfully upon the 
lives of  many people and affected 
us all,” Francis said.

“Once again, some potentate, 
sadly caught up in anachronistic 
claims of  nationalist interests, is 
provoking and fomenting conflicts, 
whereas ordinary people sense the 
need to build a future that, will ei-
ther be shared, or not be at all,” he 
said, without mentioning Putin by 
name.

Francis’ voice was strong but he 
sat to deliver his speech. For the 
first time in his 36 trips abroad, a 
flare-up of  pain in his knee had 
forced him to use a freight lift to 
board the plane in Rome and dis-
embark in Valletta - to avoid “un-
necessary strain”, Vatican spokes-
man Matteo Bruni said.

The pope, who was limping as he 

Pope Francis visiting Malta

walked in the presidential palace of  
the predominantly Catholic island, 
has already strongly condemned 
what he has called an “unjustified 
aggression” and denounced “atroc-
ities” in the war.

But he has only referred to Rus-
sia directly in prayers, such as dur-
ing a special global event for peace 
on March 25.

“Now in the night of  the war that 
is fallen upon humanity, let us not 
allow the dream of  peace to fade,” 
he said at the palace.

He again criticised the arma-
ments industry and expressed dis-

tress at the fading enthusiasm for 
peace that emerged after World 
War Two, saying the clash of  in-
terests and ideologies had “re-
emerged powerfully in the seduc-
tions of  autocracy, new forms of  
imperialism (and) widespread ag-
gressiveness.”

Earlier, asked by a reporter on 
the flight if  he was considering an 
invitation to visit Kyiv, the pope an-
swered: “Yes, it is on the table”. He 
gave no further details.

Francis has been invited by 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, Kyiv Mayor Vitaliy 

Klitschko, Major Archbishop Svia-
toslav Shevchuk of  Ukraine’s Byz-
antine-rite Catholic Church, and 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the Vati-
can, Andriy Yurash.

He has spoken on the phone with 
Zelenskiy and Shevchuk.

Francis also condemned corrup-
tion in Malta, where claims of  fi-
nancial irregularities and nepotism 
have dominated the political narra-
tive for much of  the past decade.

“May you always cultivate legali-
ty and transparency, which will en-
able the eradication of  corruption 
and criminality,” he said.

Pope implicitly criticises Putin on invasion, 
considers Kyiv trip

Russia vows to target British weapons
as UK missile downs helicopter
 

R
ussia’s ambassador to the 
UK has warned that Brit-
ish weapons supplied to 

Ukraine are “legitimate targets” for 
the Russian army.

Andrey Kelin made the warning 
on Saturday as Vladimir Putin’s 
forces struggled to make gains in 
the country.

Defence secretary Ben Wallace 
last week vowed to send further 
military aid to Ukraine in the form 
of  long-range artillery weapons 
and Starstreak missiles. The UK 
has already supplied President Vo-
lodomyr Zelensky’s forces with 
thousands of  Javelin and NLAW 
anti-tank missiles, which have been 
used to deadly effect.

Footage emerged on Friday of  a 

British Starstreak missile downing 
a Russian Mi-28N attack helicopter 
in the Luhansk region. The missile 
is thought to be the fastest air to 
ground missile in the world.

Speaking to Russian news agency 
TASS, Mr Kelin branded the supply 
of  British weapons “destabilising”, 
adding: “They exacerbate the situ-
ation, making it even bloodier. Ap-
parently, those are new, high-preci-
sion weapons.

“Naturally, our armed forces will 
view them as a legitimate target 
if  those supplies get through the 
Ukrainian border.”

Russian forces have unleashed in-
discriminate shelling and air strikes 
on towns and cities in Ukraine, kill-
ing thousands of  civilians so far in 

the conflict.
The Kremlin and Russian diplo-

mats deny that Mr Putin’s troops tar-
get civilians but this flies in the face 
of  numerous reports and footage of  
atrocities being carried out.

Meanwhile, the UK Ministry 
of  Defence said on Saturday that 
Ukrainian forces were continuing to 
repel the Russian advance in the east 
of  Ukraine and had “secured a key 
route” in eastern Kharkiv following 
heavy fighting.

Mr Zelensky warned on Satur-
day that Russian forces retreating 
from the Kyiv region had created a 
“catastrophic” situation for civilians 
by leaving mines around residential 
areas, as well as abandoned equip-
ment.

Ukraine demands new Russia 
sanctions over ‘massacre’

U
kraine’s foreign minister 
called on the G7 on Sunday 
to impose “devastating” new 

sanctions on Moscow and accused 
Russia of  carrying out a deliberate 
“massacre” in the town of  Bucha 
outside Kyiv.

Ukraine said on Saturday its forc-
es had retaken all areas around Kyiv 
and the mayor in Bucha, a liberated 
town 37 km (23 miles) northwest of  
the capital, said that 300 residents 
had been killed by the Russian army.

“We are still gathering and look-
ing for bodies, but the number has 
already gone into the hundreds,” For-
eign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said, 
according to his ministry. “Dead bod-
ies lie on the streets. They killed civil-
ians while staying there and when 
they were leaving these villages and 
towns,” Kuleba said.

Russia has so far not commented 

publicly on the allegations. Moscow 
has previously denied Ukrainian alle-
gations that it has targeted civilians or 
carried out possible war crimes.

Kuleba called on the International 
Criminal Court to visit Bucha and 
other towns around Kyiv as soon as 
possible to gather evidence.

“I urge the International Criminal 
Court and international organisa-
tions to send their missions to Bucha 
and other liberated towns and villag-
es of  the Kyiv region, in cooperation 
with Ukrainian law enforcement 
agencies, to thoroughly collect all ev-
idence of  Russian war crimes,” the 
ministry quoted him as saying.

“If  I used to say that I will make 
every effort to bring the perpetrators 
to justice, now I am convinced that 
this is a matter of  my life, which I will 
do until my last breath, until they are 
all held accountable.”

Malta for years has been on the 
front line of  Europe’s migration 
crisis, with thousands of  migrants 
arriving from north Africa trying 
to make their way to the mainland.

In an apparent reference to some 
EU countries sending migrants res-
cued at sea back to Libya, Francis 
denounced “sordid agreements 
with criminals who enslave other 
human beings”.

Francis has in the past has com-
pared conditions in centres holding 
migrants in Libya to Nazi and So-
viet camps. 



n eight-month-old 

Ababy has died 
when his father, 

50-year-old Pastor Isaac 
Akinbola, ordered his 
alleged concubine to beat 
up his  wi fe,  Dasola  
Akinbola, in Ogun State.

It was gathered that the 
baby, Obadiah Akinbola, 

he Nigerian Railway TCorporation (NRC) 
on Sunday said 21 

passengers are still missing 
s e v e n  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e 
Kaduna-bound speed train 
attack.

This is also as it said 
172 passengers who were 
also in the said train have 
been reunited with their 
families.

C o r p o r a t i o n ' s 
Managing Director First 
Okhiria made this known in 
the latest ,  ( i .e.  four th 
statement) issued yesterday, 
since the incident took place 
on Monday, March 28, 
2 0 2 2 .  H e  s a i d  t h e 
corporation is cooperating 
with all security agencies to 
ensure that all missing 
passengers are reunited with 
their families and the tracks 
made safe for its operations.

“The Corporation also 
confirms that a total of  172 
Passengers onboard the 
AK9 are safe and okay while 
21 Passengers are sti l l 
reported missing. Let us 
a s s u r e  o u r  e s t e e m e d 
passengers and the general 
public that the Corporation 
in collaboration with other 
security agencies will leave 
no stone unturned in our 
effor ts  at  rescuing the 
missing persons,” he said.

According to Okhiria, 

four coaches out of  the 11 
Involved in the incident 
have been recovered, while 
work is ongoing on track 
repairs, bringing the total 
n u m b e r  o f  c o a c h e s 
recovered in the incident to 
seven,.

He said: “At the end of  
w o r k  o n  S a t u r d a y 
(02/04/2022), the NRC's 
restoration team had further 
recovered four (4) more 
Coaches and two (2) of  the 
Coaches (SP 00007 and SP 
00013) and have been safely 
taken to Idu and Rigasa 
Stations respectively. The 
other two Coaches are still 
at the site due to damaged 
tracks. This brings the total 
Coaches recovered to seven, 
but only five successfully 
moved to the Stations.”

Okhiria, who disclosed 
that efforts are on to link the 
tracks, explained that at the 
moment, a total of  80 

metres of  the affected 
sections have been fixed, 
including affected sleepers 
and twisted rails.

The corporation, he 
said, condoles with those 
who lost loved ones and 
prayed for the repose of  the 
lost souls. “We equally 
sincerely sympathise and 
empathise with our injured 
passengers and indeed 
everyone on board the AK9 
tra in  of  Monday 28th 
March, 2022 for the trauma 
this unfortunate incident 
has caused them,” he added.

Okhiria thanked all 
security agencies for their 
support and corporation 
and especially thanked the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
Usman Baba for his visit of  
the site of  the incident on 
Saturday, a development he 
said had greatly boosted the 
morale of  the corporation.

fell down from his mother 
when the concubine and 
one other woman were 
attacking the pastor's wife.

It was learnt that the 
woman and her daughter 
were rushed to a hospital, 
where the daughter died 
the day after.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e  

incident on Sunday, the 
O g u n  S t a t e  p o l i c e  
spokesperson, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi said the pastor 
and the women he hired – 
Esther Olowolayemo (29 
years) and Oluwakemi 
Oshinbajo (30 years) – have 
been arrested by the police.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  

Oyeyemi, the incident 
occurred last week Sunday 
at Awa Ijebu, Ijebu-North 
Local Government Area of  
the State.

The pastor's wife had 
lodged a complaint at Awa 
I j e b u  d i v i s i o n a l  
headquarters.

Dasola had told the 
police that she had been 
having disagreements with 
her husband over his 
alleged illicit affairs with 
some female members of  
the church for some time.

The PPRO said the 
wife had accused her 
husband of  coming to her 
house at Ipinle area of  
Mamu Ijebu, with the two 
w o m e n ,  w h o m  s h e  

he Del ta  Pol ice TCommand said its 
m e n  h a v e 

apprehended a notorious 
drug baron, cultists and 
rescued kidnapped victims 
in Delta State.

This was contained in a 
press release by DSP Bright 
E d a f e,  Po l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, Delta 
S t a t e  C o m m a n d  o n 
Sunday.

According to him, “On 
1 / 0 4 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
0430hrs, a distressed call 
was  received f rom an 
anonymous caller in Igbide 
community, Oleh that some 
hoodlums suspected to be 
kidnappers numbering 
about five (5) operating in a 
blue color Toyota Camry 
suspected to be conveying 
an abducted victim was 
spotted heading towards an 
isolated bush path in Igbide.

“Consequently,  the 
DPO Oleh Division SP 
Paul  Obaware  swi f t ly 
m o b i l i z e d  a n d  l e d  a 
c o m b i n e d  t e a m  o f  
Police/vigilante's in search 
of  the vehicle with a view to 
rescuing the victim and 
arresting the hoodlums. 
T h e  h o o d l u m s  u p o n 
noticing that the Police 
were closing up on them 
attempted to relocate the 
victim but were met with a 
stiff  resistance from the 
Police.

“One of  the suspects 
named James Michael 'm' 
a.k.a biggy aged 29yrs that 
h a s  b e e n  o n  t h e 
Command's wanted list 
was arrested while others 
e s c a p e d .  P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigations revealed that 
the suspect is among the 

syndicate that kidnapped a 
woman (name withheld) 
early this year in Oleh and 
also part of  the syndicate 
that attacked policemen in 
Idu roundabout about two 
months ago.

“The Victim (name 
withheld) who was rescued 
unhurt stated that he was 
kidnapped at Otor-Whe 
community on 29/03/2022 
at about 1522hrs. Victim 
has been reunited with his 
family while manhunt for 
the fleeing members of  the 
gang is ongoing.”

It  added that,  “On 
3 1 / 3 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
1145hrs the Command 
raider's operatives raided 
suspected cultists hideouts 
in Udu/Otu-Jeremi of  Udu 
and Ughelli south LGA'S. 
During the raid, ten (10) 
suspected cultists were 
arrested and one hundred 
and one (101) wraps of  SK, 
four (4) packs of  weeds 
suspected to be Indian 
h e m p  a n d  1 0 m g  o f  
substances suspected to be 
cocaine were recovered 
from the suspects.

“ S i m i l a r l y ,  o n 
1 / 4 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
0 8 2 5 h o u r s ,  R a i d e r ' s 
operatives while acting on 

credible information raided 
Ogbe-Ogonogo market 
area and glory land both in 
Asaba, Oshimili South 
L G A  a n d  a r r e s t e d  a 
suspected  dr ug  baron 
named Amadu Musa 'm' 
age 55yrs and four other 
male suspects. During the 
raid, four hundred and 
thirty-six (436) wraps of  
weeds suspected to be 
Indian hemp, thirty (30) 
packets of  tramadol and 
some other illicit drugs 
w e r e  r e c o v e r e d . 
Investigation is ongoing.”

Edafe fur ther said, 
“The Command under the 
l eadersh ip  o f  CP Ar i 
Muhammed Ali FCIA, 
psc+ will leave no stone 
unturn in the fight against 
crime and criminality in the 
State. The CP has ordered 
that continuous raid of  
criminal hideouts and black 
spots be sustained.

“ T h e  C P  a l s o 
appreciates the efforts of  
Nigerians par t icular ly 
D e l t a n s  f o r  t h e i r 
continuous support to the 
Police in this fight and 
promises to continue to 
deliver in order to have a 
crime free State.

suspected were having 
illicit affairs with her 
husband.

He said, “while they 
were beating her, her eight-
month-old baby, Obadiah 
Akinbola, fell down while 
her husband was urging the 
two women to beat her 
thoroughly.

“Upon the report, the 
D P O  o f  Awa  I j e b u  
d i v i s i o n ,  C S P  
Adewalehinmi Joshua, 
ordered the arrest of  the 
three suspects, while the 
woman and her baby were 
taken to Mamu ijebu 
health center for medical 
care.

“The woman and the 
baby were later referred to 

Blessed Hospital Oru ijebu 
where it was discovered 
that the baby had internal 
injury which he sustained 
when he fell down from his 
mother's hands during the 
scuffle.

“The child gave up the 
ghost on the 28th of  
M a r c h ,  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i l e  
receiving treatment as a 
result of  the internal 
injury.”

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
Commissioner of  Police, 
L a n r e  B a n k o l e,  h a s  
ordered the immediate 
transfer of  the suspects to 
the homicide section of  the 
State CID for further 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  
prosecution.
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Baby dies as pastor orders concubines to beat up wife

Train attack: 172 passengers safe,
21 still missing, says NRC

Police arrest drug baron, cultists
as they rescue kidnapped victims
in Delta



h e  N i g e r i a n  TNational Petroleum 
Company Limited is 

to remit N322.45bn crude 
oil proceeds garnered from 
four inter national  oi l  
companies to the Federation 
Account this month (April). 

The NNPC disclosed 
this to members of  the 
Fe d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t  
Allocation Committee in its 
presentation at the last 
FAAC meeting of  March 
22, 2022. 

The presentation was 
obtained from the oil firm in 
Abuja at the weekend. 

It said the N322.45bn 
was for January 2022 
domestic crude oil payable 
in April 2022 by the NNPC, 
adding that this was in line 
with the NNPC's 90 days 
payment term.

In its presentation to 
FA AC,  t h e  c o m p a n y  
o u t l i n e d  t h e  f o u r  
international oil firms, 
which it described as joint-
venture partners of  the 
NNPC, to include Chevron 
Nigeria Limited, Mobil 
Producing Nigeria, Shell 
Petroleum Development 
C o m p a n y,  a n d  F i r s t  
E x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  
Production. 

It said N68.1bn for 1.88 
million barrels of  crude 
would come from Chevron, 
while N65.6bn for 1.899 
million barrels would be 
paid by Mobil. 

The NNPC repor t  
further indicated that Shell 
would remit N163.24bn for 

4.696 million barrels of  
crude, while N25.52bn for 
682.45 million barrels of  oil 
would come from First 
E&P. 

he Central Bank of  TNigeria has said it 
h a d  d i s b u r s e d 

N1.452 trillion to 337 large 
rea l  sec tor  pro jec t s  in 
agriculture, manufacturing, 
services, and mining under 
the Real Sector Support 
Facility as part of  the effort 
to diversify the nation's 
economic base. 

The CBN, Director, 
Corporate Communications 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  O s i t a 
Nwanisobi, who disclosed 
this on Sunday, during 
“CBN Special Day” at the 
o n g o i n g  3 3 r d  E n u g u 
International Trade Fair, 
also noted that N948 billion 
was disbursed to 4,478,381 
smallholder farmers under 
the Anchor Borrowers ' 
Programme. 

Nwanidobi stated that 
the programme was yielding 
the desired objective as the 
b e n e f i c i a r y  f a r m e r s 
c u l t iva t e d  5 . 2  m i l l i o n 
h e c t a r e s  o f  f a r m l a n d , 
creating 12.6 million direct 
and indirect jobs across the 
country. 

Re e l i n g  o u t  o t h e r 
interventions the apex bank 
had taken to revive the 
economy and create access 
to credit, he said CBN had 
extended the interest rate of  
5% across all its intervention 
loans to March, 2023.

He said “the recently 
l a u n c h e d  T e r t i a r y 
I n s t i t u t i o n s 
Entrepreneurship Scheme 
(TIES) is an innovative 
financing model that will 
create jobs, enhance the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem 
and suppor t  economic 
growth and development 
th rough  Ag r ibus ine s s, 
Creative Industry, Science & 
T e c h n o l o g y  a n d 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Te c h n o l o g y / s o f t w a r e 
development. 

“The broad objective of  
the 100 for 100 Policy on 
Production and Productivity 
(PPP) is to boost production 
and productivity, necessary 
to transform and jumpstart 
the productive base of  the 
Nigerian economy. 

“It is also expected that 
the Initiative will reverse the 
nation's over-reliance on 
imports, by creating an 
ecosystem that targets and 
supports the right companies 
and projects with potentials 
to immediately transform 
Nigeria's productive base at 
every 100 days.” 

“The Bank has so far 
disbursed the sum of  N29.51 
b i l l ion  to  31  pro jec t s, 
c o m p r i s i n g  1 6  i n 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  1 3  i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e,  a n d  2  i n 
hea l thcare  sec tor.  The 

RT200 FX Programme, 
which stands for the “Race 
to US$200 billion in FX 
Repatriation was recently 
announced by the CBN in 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Bankers' Committee.” 

He added, “under our 
Targeted Credit Facility 
(TCF), which was meant to 
cushion the severe effects of  
Covid-19 pandemic, we have 
disbursed N368.79 billion to 
7 7 8 , 0 0 0  b e n e f i c i a r i e s 
c o m p r i s i n g  6 4 8 , 0 5 2 
househo lds  and  about 
130,000 SMEs. 

“The Bank also recently 
disbursed $8.50 billion to 6 
healthcare projects under the 
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r 
I n t e r v e n t i o n  F a c i l i t y 
( H S I F ) ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e 
cumulative disbursements to 
N116.72 billion for 124 
projects, comprising 31 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ,  5 6 
hospitals, and 37 other 
health-related services. 

“As part of  the effort to 
further support the resilience 
of  the healthcare sector, an 
additional tranche of  N14.7 
million was disbursed to five 
Researchers  under  the 
Healthcare Sector Research 
and Development (HSRD) 
Grant.” 

Nwanisobi, however, 
noted that the theme of  the 
fair, “Opening up Nigeria 

Bus iness  Windows  for
Competit iveness in the 
Emerging Global Market”, 
could not have come at a 
better time than now when 
the  wo r l d  e c o no my i s 
gradually opening up to 
businesses after the global 
lockdown that affected 
economies,  l ead ing  to 
recessions. 

While commending the 
leadership of  the Enugu 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
I n d u s t r y,  M i n e s  a n d 
Agriculture for her efforts in 
organising this year's Trade 
Fair, he said CBN was 
delighted that they are 
d r i v i n g  p r a g m a t i c 
conversations on reshaping 
the  Niger ian  economy 
through the Fair. 

“This perfectly fits into 
the Bank's drive towards 
d ive r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e 
nation's economic base and 
encouraging the export of  
non-oil commodities. 

“It also underscores the 
CBN Governor's clarion call 
on Nigerians to not only 
focus on the production of  
commodities in which they 
have comparative advantage 
but to produce, add value 
and export so as to grow 
Nigeria 's  economy and 
create jobs.” 

The report stated the 
overall NNPC crude oil 
lifting of  9.94 million barrels 
(export and domestic crude) 
in January 2022 recorded 

22.26 per cent increase 
relative to the 8.13 million 
barrels lifted in December 
2021. 

It said Nigeria recorded 

1.39 million barrels per day 
of  crude oil production in 
January 2022, according to 
data from the Organisation 
of  Petroleum Exporting 

Countries. 
The national oil firm 

also stated that crude oil 
export revenue received in 
February 2022 amounted to 
$2.73m. 

Officials of  the firm, as 
well as IOCs and indigenous 
oil companies, had stated 
that despite the marginal 
rise in the amount of  oil 
lifted by the NNPC in 
J a n u a r y,  c r u d e  o i l  
production in Nigeria had 
been on the decline. 

This, they said, was due 
to the massive oil theft that 
had bedeviled the sector 
since January 2021 to date, 
though they noted that 
efforts were ongoing to 
address the issue. 

On March 24, 2022, for 
instance, it was reported that 
the total value of  Nigeria's 
crude oil stolen between 
January 2021 and February 
2022 was about $3.27bn 
(representing N1.361tn at 
the official exchange rate of  
N416.25 to the dollar), 
according to figures from 
the Nigeria Upstream 
Petroleum Regulator y 
Commission.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o i l  
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e i r  
counterparts in Nigeria also 
stated recently that the 
massive oil theft across the 
country posed a threat to not 
just their existence, but to 
the Nigerian economy.

But NNPC's Group 
Managing Direction, Mele 
Kyari, had announced on 
Friday announced that 
measurab le  ou tcomes  
against the massive crude oil 
theft in the Niger Delta 
would be visible in three 
weeks' time. 

Kyari had said, “As we 
speak now there is a massive 
disruption to our operations 
as a result of  the activities of  
vandals and criminals along 
our pipelines in the Niger 
Delta area. 

“This has brought 
down our production to 
levels as low as we have 
never seen before. Today we 
are doing less than 1.5 
million barrels per day 
s imply  because  some 
criminals have decided that 
they should have some 
i n f r a c t i o n s  o n  o u r  
pipelines.” 

Nigeria's oil production 
q u o t a  b y  O P E C  h a s  
revolved around 1.8 million 
barrels per day. The country 
has repeatedly missed this 
target due to oil theft. 

“And that clearly is the 
biggest form of  business 
disruption that we are facing 
today,” the NNPC boss had 
stated. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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We'll remit N322.45bn proceeds from four IOCs in April– NNPC

CBN disburses N1.452trn for 337 real sector projects



Alleged phone call that reportedly
saved Obi of Onitsha's life
– Fake news, phantom call or
misconstrued statement?

News	Echo	                        
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he Obi of Onitsha, Igwe Nnaemeka Alfred Achebe, has debunked the story making the rounds that a phone call from an unnamed caller saved Thim from boarding the ill-fated train that left Abuja for Kaduna on Monday, March 28, 2022. The train was attacked by terrorists in Kaduna, 
leaving some passengers dead, others injured and the attackers abducting some of the stranded passengers. The Monarch, while debunking 

the story via a statement signed and made available to News Echo in Onitsha, on Sunday, by Chinyelugo Osita Anionwu, Chief of Staff Ime Obi 
Onicha, said Igwe Achebe never made the statement attributed to him in the publications. He said it was unfortunate anyone could attribute to him 
what he did not say. The monarch decried the increasing insecurity situation in the country. The event, tagged “The need for Nigerian Presidency 
from Southeast Nigeria come 2023”, featured Southeast leaders and elder statesman, Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu; Dr. Okwesilieze Nwodo and 
Chief Achike Udenwa, former governors of Enugu and Imo States; former ministers, senators, clerics, traditional rulers, women leaders and youth 
leaders. They charged Southeast politicians to stand firm in demanding that their political parties zoned 2023 presidential tickets to the region.

 was among the passengers meant to be on the train last Monday because I had a 

Imeeting I was supposed to be attending. I was already at the train station when I 

got a call over an emergency and I had to leave the station to attend to it”. “A 

president from the Southeast will usher in unity, peace and progress in Nigeria. A 

president from the Southeast will guarantee the cessation of  agitation by youths for a 

break-up of  the Nigerian state. “That our case is sufficiently self-evident and 

persuasive to jolt the conscience of  the Nation to do justice to our people. “That 

citizens of  the Southeast, across all parties, must work in unity to achieve the 

objective of  Southeast Presidency in 2023.” “That political leaders of  the Southeast 

should not, under any circumstances, compromise the determination of  the 

Southeast to get the Presidency of  Nigeria in 2023. “That the people of  the Southeast 

shall view with sternness, any Southeasterner who works against this resolve.

he attention of  Ime Obi Onicha (the Palace) has been drawn to a story titled: “How TPhone Call Saved Me From Boarding Attacked Train”, which was attributed to 
His Majesty, Nnaemeka Achebe, CFR, MNI, Obi of  Onitsha, by the authors of  the 

story as having made the statement today, Saturday, 02 April, 2022. For the records, the 
Palace would like to state categorically that His Majesty never made such a statement to 
anyone at any time.” “While His Majesty was abroad, the Armed Forces Command and 
Staff  College, Jaji, Kaduna State, sent a letter dated 21 January, 2022 inviting him to 
deliver a lecture on Tuesday, 29 March, 2022 to its annual training programme of  officers 
from all security agencies in the country on Internal Security.” “His Majesty, on return to 
Onitsha, 8th February, accepted the invitation in keeping with his commitment, along 
with his brother traditional rulers, to the promotion of  peace and harmony in the country.

“In discussing the options for His Majesty's travel to Jaji with his hosts on 14 March, the 

option of  travel by train from Abuja to Kaduna was considered and set aside in favour of  

road transport with adequate security escort.” “Thus, His Majesty travelled safely to Jaji 

on 28 March and returned to Abuja on 30 March with very adequate security escort 

provided by the AFCSC, and no hitches whatsoever.” “On Thursday, 31st March, His 

Majesty attended the South East Leadership Press Conference at Enugu. In his brief  

goodwill message, he lamented the state of  insecurity and violence in the country and 

drew attention to the train attack in which the Onitsha kingdom lost the young medical 

doctor, Chinelo Megafu. It was in that connection that His Majesty mentioned casually 

that the option of  his travelling by train to Kaduna on that date had long been set aside in 

favour of  road travel by mutual agreement with his hosts. No reference was made to any 

imaginary phone call from anyone. This has been His Majesty's only public reference to 

the tragic train attack of  28 March. “The news media was present at the Enugu meeting 

and one of  them would be the likely source of  the false and convoluted story claiming that 

His Majesty made the said statement on Saturday, meaning today 2nd April, 2022. 

Indeed, Thus, it is absolutely callous for anyone to use such a distressful national tragedy 

to grab fake media attention.” “Let us pray for God's blessings and grace on our 

challenged country.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Phone call saved Obi of Onitsha
from entering ill-fated
Abuja-Kaduna train
– Media reports

I did not receive any Phone call,
travelled to Kaduna by road
- Obi of  Onitsha 

Igwe Achebe



Page 18

SPORTS
o r m e r  L ive r p o o l Fdefender,  Markus 
B a b b e l  f e e l s 

Mohamed Salah should sign 
a new deal and stay.

S a l a h  o n l y  h a s  1 4 
months left on his current 
contract and will be able to 
speak to foreign clubs to 
d i s cus s  a  p re - con t rac t 
agreement on January 1, 
2023, with preliminary talks 
understood to have already 
begun. It leaves Liverpool 
with a dilemma over whether 
to give their prized asset a 
bumper new deal or cash in 
this summer while they still 
can.

“It's difficult to say from 

or mer  Juventus Fmidfielder, Sunday 
Oliseh, has picked 

Senegal as the only African 
team to pull surprises at the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar.

Senegal are one of  
f ive African teams to 
qualify for the Mundial 
after a dramatic playoff  
saw them edge record 
Afcon winners Egypt on 
penalties on Tuesday. The 
o t h e r  q u a l i f i e r s  a r e 
T u n i s i a ,  M o r o c c o , 
Cameroon, and Ghana – 
Nigeria's conquerors.

The Teranga Lions 
d e f e a t e d  t h e  s a m e 
Pharaohs in Cameroon 
earlier in February to lift a 
historic first-ever Africa 
Cup of  Nations title.

Boasting fantastic 
players in Liverpool 's 
S a d i o  M a n e,  N a p o l i 
d e f e n d e r  K a l i d o u 
Koulibaly, and Chelsea 
g o a l k e e p e r  E d o u a r d 

Mendy, Senegal are the 
world's top-ranked African 
team.

And former Super 
Eagles star Oliseh sees no 
reason why the Lions 
cannot compete with and 
overcome the best teams in 
Qatar.

“There is one team 
that can win it in Africa 
and that is Senegal,” Oliseh 
told The COSAFA Show, 
as per Soccer Laduma.

“ I  h a v e  b e e n 
following them for the past 
few years and watching the 
players in Europe and the 
importance that they bring 
to their clubs. Senegal 
currently have the best 
goalkeeper in the world 
[Edouard Mendy];  he 
makes saves, is calm, and 
has height.

“They also have one 
o f  t h e  b e s t  c e n t r a l 
defenders in the world in 
Kalidou Koulibaly. I am 
amazed he is still at Napoli! 

He is solid on the ball, solid 
on the man; he can even 
move from the defence to 
the defensive midfield role.

“And then they have 
Sadio Mane, and I don't 
need to say any more about 
him. They also have an 
Afr ican coach [Al iou 
Cisse] that has been there 
for eight years now.

“ S o  t h e y  h a v e 
continuity, they have the 
talent and the exposure, all 
that is lacking in this team, 
in my opinion, is that high-
level organisation. They 
need to go there with the 
view that they can win it.”

Following Friday's 
World Cup draw, Senegal 
have been placed in Group 
A, where they will face 
hosts Qatar, European 
giants the Netherlands, 
and South American side 
Ecuador.

arcelona president, BJoan Lapor ta ,  i s 
confident  they ' re 

capable of  winning the 
LaLiga title with coach 
Xavi.

Laporta is upbeat on 
their chances this season.

“I am convinced we can 
win La Liga, we are going to 
win it,” said the chief  on 
TVE.

“I'll explain why simply. 
We arrive at the run-in 
strongly, with the team 
f u n c t i o n i n g  a t  t o p 
performance. With a coach 
who has clear ideas and lets 
us play our genuine style of  
football. We have recovered 
our essence and we have to 
g o  f o r  L a  L i g a  w i t h 
optimism and will. It won't 
be easy, it's evident that it's a 
big challenge, but I see it as 
possible.”

Laporta added: “I've 
come to bring back joy to 
Barcelona and win titles. I 
can say with pride that the 
first we have done and now 
we have to keep this state of  
mind.

“Signing (Xavi) as a 
coach is the best decision I 
have made since becoming 
president. It's evident that I 
should have done it sooner, 
but it's all more complicated 
than people think. We have 
recovered our  ident i ty 
thanks to him.”

h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  TChelsea manager, 
Thomas Tuchel has 

ended, according to reports.
Tuchel 's wife, Sissi, 

began divorce proceedings 
last week.

It is understood that 
close friends claim that “all 
avenues are exhausted” as it 
c o n c e r n s  a  p o s s i b l e 
reconciliation.

“Sissi and Thomas have 
tried to avoid splitting but in 
the end there was no other 
way.

“It is very sad and now it 
is all about making sure their 
d a u g h t e r s  a r e  t h e  t o p 
priority. Papers were lodged 
last week to get the divorce 
under way,” a source said.

Just 10 months ago, Sissi 
was seen running across the 
pitch at Porto's Estadio do 
Dragao, before jumping into 

her husband's arms after 
Chelsea beat Manchester 
City 1-0 in the Champions 
League final.

Tuchel, who reportedly 
earns £7million a year at 
Stamford Bridge, now faces 
a  mul t i -mi l l ion -pound 

ewcastle United 

Nare prepared to 
sell several first-

teamers to raise funds for 
the summer market.

The Daily Mail says 
staff  held a three-day 
recruitment meeting last 
week to assess potential 
t a r g e t s  w h i l e  a l s o 
identifying potential sales.

Newcastle's owners are 
looking to put another 
£60million into transfer 
funds but will look to sell 
up to ten current squad 
members to generate more 
funds and shape a new-look 

squad for Eddie Howe.
Allan Saint Maximin's 

name is a surprise one on 
the list following the impact 
he  has  made  and  h i s 
p o p u l a r i t y  a m o n g 
supporters.

N e w c a s t l e  h a v e 
identified Nottingham 
Forest's Brennan Johnson 
and Moussa Diaby of  
B aye r  L eve r k u s e n  a s 
w i n g e r s  t h e y  w o u l d 
potentially like to add to the 
squad but they will face 
fierce competition on both 
and remain realistic over 
what they will spend.

divorce deal.
His wife gave up her job 

at the German newspaper, 
Süddeutsche Zeitung to 
bring up their family, so may 
be entitled to a slice of  his 
future earnings, as well as up 
to half  of  his current fortune.

the outside. I know he's a 
b r i l l i a n t  p l a y e r  f o r 
Liverpool,” Babbel said, 
speaking to Daily Star Sport 
on behalf  of  bet365. “For me 
it's a question of  what he 
wants to do. Is he still happy 
at Liverpool or does he want 
to see something different?

“Not many clubs can 
afford him, Liverpool have 
said this is what you want, 
and this is what we can pay 
so now I hope they can agree 
terms. Mo Salah is the 
perfect player for Liverpool 
Football Club and I'm not 
sure he would perform like 
he does for a Barcelona, Real 
Madrid or another team out 

there.”
Babbel, who played for 

Liverpool between 2000 and 
2004, believes Salah could be 
tempted by a fresh challenge 
elsewhere after five years in 
England. But the German, 
49, is hopeful he will commit 
his future to Liverpool for 
what could be the last long-
term contract of  his career.

“The club is perfectly 
placed for Mo and allows 
him to be the outstanding 
player he is. I really hope he 
does sign a new contract; it'll 
be very sad if  he leaves,” he 
added. “I hope he's smart 

enough to see that the club is 
perfect for my style of  
football, the people here love 
me, the city loves me, the 
club loves me. Would more 
money make him happier? I 
don't think so.

“The only reason he 
could have, is if  he wants to 
live in a new country and 
experience a new league. 
He's been in Switzerland, 
Italy, England he may want 
to live a different lifestyle, 
culture and language — I 
could accept that, but not if  
it's just about the money.”
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Babbel warns Salah against leaving Liverpool

We are going to win LaLiga – Barcelona
president, Laporta

Ex-Nigeria coach, Oliseh
predicts good outing for
Senegal at 2022 World Cup

Chelsea manager, Tuchel divorces
wife of 13 years

Newcastle prepared to offload ten
senior players

Tuchel, his wife and kidsTuchel, his wife and kidsTuchel, his wife and kids

LaportaLaportaLaporta

SalahSalahSalah

SalmanSalmanSalman
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o r m e r  N i g e r i a Fs t r i k e r,  D a n i e l 
A m o k a c h i  h a s 

claimed that the country 
fielded “rejected players” 
in their 2022 World Cup 
playoff  against Ghana.

Amokachi, speaking 
on Super Sport, called on 
football administrators in 

rsenal Invincible, 

ARobert Pires, has 
r e v e a l e d  h e ' s 

mentoring Bukayo Saka.
Pires has revealed that 

he 'really likes' four current 
players in Arsenal's squad, 
and also admitted that he is 
in regular contact with 
Saka, who has stood out for 
the Frenchman.

P i r e s  t o l d 
FourFourTwo: “We've all 
seen his quality, I'm not 
surprised by his career.

“I'm in contact with 
him and we chat from time 
to time. He asks me for 
advice, and he's a very 
intelligent boy. Saka, Smith 
Rowe, Martinelli… they're 
all important players I really 

like.
“It's the same with 

Aaron Ramsdale. Together, 
they represent the future of  
Arsenal and must grow 
alongside more experienced 
players like Xhaka, Gabriel 
or Partey. That mix was 
hard to put together, but 
Mikel Arteta has finally 
found the right formula.”

oma coach, Jose RM o u r i n h o ,  i s 
reluctant to discuss 

Italian football's problems 
after  their  World Cup 
qualifying failure.

Mourinho said: “I am 
sorry that Italy aren't there. 
If  it had been a head-to-
h e a d  w i t h  P o r t u g a l , 
obviously I'd have cheered 
on my own team, but as a 

azio coach, Maurizio LSarri was pleased with 
victory over Sassuolo.

Manuel Lazzari and 
Sergej  Mil inkovic-Savic 
struck for Lazio in the win.

Sarri said, “I had hoped 
to see this attitude. We 
reacted well, it wasn't easy 
because the derby really was 
weighing on us heavily, 
certainly weighing on me, so 
there was no guarantee we'd 
play like this.

“Fortunately, we played 
at a very high level against a 
Sassuolo side that this season 
has won away to Juventus, 
Inter and Milan. We allowed 
them very little, one chance in 
the first half, two in the 
s e c o n d .  W e  c o u l d 
comfortably have won 4-1 or 
5-1.”

On Milinkovic-Savic, 
Sarri added: “In my view he 
can become one of  the best in 
the world. I still see margin 
for improvement, especially 
his consistency.”

person who works in Italy 
and loves this country, I am 
very disappointed.

“I have my opinion, but 
I don't want to share it. I 
worked abroad in Spain and 
England, but I don't want to 
talk about it. It would not be 
ethical to share it.

“ I f  s o m e o n e  w i t h 
responsibility asks me in 
private, I am happy to 
answer. This is my third 
year in Italy and I am very 
happy in this country.

“If  someone asks for 
my experiences, I will 
discuss them in private, but I 
will not fuel the public 
discourse.”

anchester United Mcan price Erik ten 
Hag away from 

Ajax for a cut-price compo 
fee this summer.

According to reports, 
United have been informed 
l e a d i n g  m a n a g e r i a l 
candidate Ten Hag will be 
available for as little as 
£1.6million compensation 
this summer.

The current Ajax coach is 
one of  the leading candidates 
to become the Old Trafford 
club's next full-time boss at 
the end of  the season.

And it is understood 
United chiefs made enquiries 
as to how much it will cost to 
release Ten Hag from his 
c o n t r a c t  f r o m  t h e 
Amsterdam club.

Those conversations are 
understood to have taken 
place at the end of  last week.

It is believed Ajax would 
b e  d u e  € 2 m i l l i o n 
(£1.6million) for Ten Hag, 
who signed a new two year 
contract with the Dutch club 
last summer.

However, Ajax would 
also demand compensation 
for any staff  Ten Hag decides 
to bring with him from 
Amsterdam which would 
push the total package closer 
to the £2million mark.

N i ge r i a  t o  r e t u r n  t o 
developmental structures 
that saw the national team 
reach great heights.

Of  late,  the Super 
Eagles have often relied on 
dual-eligible players who 
were born abroad.

Ola Aina, Joe Aribo, 
Calvin Bassey, William 

verton attacker, Alex EIwob, has said his 
critics always get the 

best out of  him.
Iwobi's Everton career 

has been mixed since his 
arrival from Arsenal.

But he said: “I've heard 
negativity all my life. Every 
time I hear it, it gives me that 
desire to prove people wrong. 
I'm sure that's what many 
people in the team feel like.

“I won't lie, relegation 
has been mentioned once or 
twice, but not a lot.

“We're trying to look 
forward, not behind. We 
don't want to play with fear 
but impose ourselves. We 
want to stay in the Premier 
League.”

Tr o o s t - E k o n g ,  L e o n 
Balogun and Ademola 
Lookman are some of  the 
stars who opted to play for 
Nigeria.

“Quality-wise we can't 
take it away from Nigeria. 
Ever y  day Niger ia  i s 
b l e s s e d  w i t h  o n e 
immigrant player who is 
playing out there and he'll 
always come up and say I 
turned down my birth 
country, I want to play for 
Nigeria when their country 
of  birth never looked for 

them. They won't even 
make their birth nation 
squads.

“Unfortunately for us 
Nigeria, we've thrown 
away our developmental 
structure which we had 
that made us win the 1996 
Olympics gold medal, 
w h i c h  m a d e  t h a t 
generation so great.

“Stephen Keshi came 
into play and revived it and 
we saw how we won the 
2 0 1 3  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations,” Amokachi said.
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uite frankly, Nigerians Qare really living in 
terrible times, last 

week, precisely Monday, 
March 28, 2022, unidentified 
gunmen carried out deadly 
attacks on a passenger train 
traveling to Kaduna from 
Abuja, the capital, blowing up 
the track and then opening fire 
on trapped passengers.

About seven people on 
board the train, reportedly 
died, while many were injured 
some others were allegedly 
kidnapped, according to 
eyewitnesses account. The 
attack came two days after 
Nigerian securi ty forces 
r e p e l l e d  a n  a s s a u l t  o n 
Kaduna's airport that left one 
person dead.

This latest attack came 
hours  a f ter  Informat ion 
Minister Lai Mohammed 
lauded the railway line that 
was opened to passengers in 
2016.

“We are proud that in our 
time Nigerians are once again 
able to travel by rail, this time 
in total comfort and safety,” he 
said in a speech Monday.

T h e  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r a z e n 
demonstration of  the deadly 
violence that is plaguing many 
parts of  Nigeria, especially the 
northern part, for several years 
now. Passengers pay more to 
travel the 100 miles between 
Abuja and Kaduna by air or 
rail because cars and buses are 
regularly attacked on the road 
linking the two cities.

Pres iden t  Buhar i  on 
Tuesday ordered the security 
agencies to “bring back all 
passengers kidnapped and 
ensure that each of  the callous 
terrorists are hunted down,” 
according to a statement 
emailed by a spokesman.

Buhari's administration 
has labeled the so-called 
“ b a n d i t s ”  a c c u s e d  o f  

K a d u n a  r a i l w a y  w h e n 
operations of  the railways, 
which were suspended after 
gunmen attacked a Kaduna-
bound train on Monday, resume, 

Amaechi said the air force 
surveillance will be in place until 
the government procured the 
digital surveillance system 
which is needed to improve 
security along the route.

The Nigerian government, 
in a meeting after Monday's 
attack finally approved the 
immediate procurement of  the 
surveillance system, whose 
approval had lingered for more 
than five months.

Amaechi also stated that the 
government is working to fix the 
damage caused by the attack on 
the Kaduna-bound train and 
that  ser vices  wi l l  resume 
immediately the repairs are 
completed.

In a tweet via his official 
Twitter handle, Amaechi said he 
has spoken with the Chief  of  Air 
Staff  on the development.

“I've spoken with the Chief  
of  Air Staff; once we are done 
with fixing the rail track, the 
trains will resume service with 
aerial security from the Airforce 
until the integrated security 
surveillance & monitoring 
solution for the rail line is 
implemented as ordered by the 
@NGRPresident,” he tweeted.

He, however, did not give a 
timeline for the completion of  
the repair on the track and on the 
train.

It could be recalled that, it 
was first bombed on October 22, 
2022. If  this recklessness and 
terroristic trend is not contended 
b y  P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r ' s 
g o v e r n m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e 
administration's eventual end in 
the next few months, he will 
definitely be risking an awful 
legacy of  handing over  a 
f i n i s h e d  c o u n t r y  t o  h i s 
successor.

destabilizing northern 
Nigeria as terrorists. 
T h e  m i l i t a r y  h a s 
struggled to stop them 
carrying out massacres 
and mass abductions 
t h a t  h a v e  f o r c e d 
thousands of  people in 
the region to flee their 
homes.

The government 
has also faced sustained 
criticism for its inability 
to check widespread 
insecurity caused by 
other organizations, 
including an Islamist 
insurgency that's been 
active in the northeast 
for more than a decade 
a n d  a  r e v i t a l i z e d 
secessionist movement 
in the southeast

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
passengers were later 
rescued by Nigerian 
troops, a Kaduna State 
official later said in a 
statement.

“Relevant action 
agencies were urgently 
contacted, and robust 
d e p l o y m e n t s  o f  
personnel were swiftly 
made to the area to 
secure the passengers 
o n  b o a r d , ” 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Internal Security and 
Home Affairs, Samuel 
Aruwan, said.

“ E f f o r t s  a r e 
ongoing to convey the 
passengers from the 
location and others that 
sustained injuries have 
been rushed to hospitals 
for  urgent  medical 
attention.”

The Minister of  
Transportation, Rotimi 
Amaechi, has said, the 
Nigerian Airforce will 
provide surveillance 
services on the Abuja- 

EISSN: 2736-0548   MONDAY 4 – TUESDAY 5 APRIL, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 38

Terrorism creeps into railways:

Can Buhari contend it before exit?

Vice President, Prof Yemi Osinbajo, Kaduna State Governor,
Nasir El-Rufai visiting victims of the attack in the hospital
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concubines to beat up wife

Train attack:
172 passengers safe,
21 still missing, says NRC


