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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Empower households, communities on malaria prevention, Anambra NOA task FG

T
he National 
O r i e n t a t i o n 
Agency, Anambra 

state agency led by the 
Director Dr Charles 
Nworji, has called on 
Government at different 
levels to empower 
the most malaria-
affected households and 
communities to enable 
them play an active role in 

the fight against malaria at 
the grassroots.

The Anambra NOA 
Boss made the plea at his 
office in Awka during a 
Press interview on the 
2022 World Malaria Day 
where he also called on 
the Communities in the 
State affected by malaria 
to work closely with the 
development partners to 
advance the achievement 
of  other sustainable 
Development Goals 

and total elimination of  
malaria.

He recalled that World 
Malaria Day is marked an-
nually on the twenty-fifth 
of  April to focus on global 
attention on malaria and its 
devastating effects on fam-
ilies, Communities, Social 
Development, especially 
in the Sub-Saharan Africa 
and commended the theme 
of  this year’s event, Har-
ness Innovation to reduce 
the Malaria disease burden 

J
ustice Donatus Okorowo 
of  the Abuja Division 
of  the Federal High 

Court has ordered the 
former Speaker of  the House 
of  Representatives, Hon. 
Yakubu Dogara to vacate 
his seat as a member of  the 
House of  Representatives for 
defection.

Justice Okorowo ordered 
the immediate sack of  Dogara 

who represents Dass, Tafawa 
Balewa and Bogoro Federal 
Constituency of  Bauchi 
State for defecting from the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) to All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

The judge held that 
Dogara cannot continue 
to occupy the seat in the 
ninth Assembly because his 

Abuja Federal High Court orders ex-speaker, 
Dogara to vacate seat over defection

defection violated Section 
68(1) (g) of  the constitution.

Okorowo in a judgment 
in the suit seeking the removal 
of  Dogara over his defection 
agreed with the submission 
of  the PDP (plaintiff) that 
by defecting from the party 
that sponsored him to the 
ninth National Assembly 
before the expiration of  his 

tenure, Dogara ought to 
vacate the seat as he was no 
longer qualified to partake 
in the activities of  the lower 
chamber.

The judge, who held that 
the action of  the lawmaker 
is prohibited by law, agreed 
that the aim of  Section 68(1)
(g) was to check political 
prostitution among the 
legislators.

Soludo condoles Ezeife 
over wife’s death   

G
overnor Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo of  Anambra State, on 
Sunday, April 24, 2022 visited 

the Igbo Ukwu country home of  
former Anambra State Govermor, Dr 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife whose late wife and 
former First Lady of  Anambra State, Mrs 
Njideka Ezeife was laid to rest recently. 
Governor Soludo during the condolence 
visit commiserated with Dr Chukwuemeka 
Ezeife and family members over the death 
of  Mrs Njideka Ezeife. The governor 
described the late Mrs Ezeife as a woman 
of  strong and impeccable character who 
stood firmly with her husband as the 
first democratically elected Governor of  
Anambra State when the State was created 
on August 27, 1991.

Soludo further said the late Mrs 
Ezeife’s courageous disposition and her 
supportive role as wife and mother during 
her husband’s administration will always 
be remembered.

He therefore comforted Dr 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, who is also a 
prominent Igbo leader and an elder 
statesman, over the painful loss of  his dear 
wife and pray that God grant the deceased 
eternal rest and the Ezeife’s family the 
fortitude to bear the irreparable loss.

The condolence message was 
contained in a statement made available 
to Newsmen in Awka, on Monday, by 
his Chief  Press Secretary, Mr. Christian 
Aburime. 

Mentally ill woman 
fights Anambra govt 
officials for taking 
newborn baby off her

A 
mentally challenged woman, 
whose name was not immediately 
ascertained, fought officials of  the 

Ministry of  Women’s Affairs and Social 
Welfare, over attempt to separate her from 
her newborn baby.

The incident, News Echo gathered, 
happened in Awka, Anambra State, where 
the officials attempted to take the baby 
from her, to a home, and also take the 
woman to a mentally challenged people’s 
home for care.

The commissioner for women’s affairs, 
Mrs Ify Obinabo who narrated the story 
said the strong bond between mother and 
child was reason the woman fought the 
officials, despite her condition.

Obinabo said: “The mentally 
challenged, beautiful young woman fought 
tooth and nail to ensure the protection of  
her baby.

“The expression was witnessed today 
(Sunday) at the Women Development 
center Awka, when social workers at the 
ministry of  women and social welfare 
tried to separate the mentally challenged 
woman from her new born baby.

“The separation became necessary so 
that the woman could be taken to a home 
for the mentally challenged for care and 
her daughter to a children’s home.”

The commissioner said social workers 
from the ministry had rescued the mother 
and her child at Nnewi, and that she had 
previously resisted attempts by some 
people to snatch the baby away from her, 
but accepted to follow officials of  the 
ministry, with her baby to Awka.

In a short video posted by Mrs. 
Obinabo, the mentally challenged woman 
was seen charging at ministry officials 
after the rescue, when they attempted to 
separate her from her baby to take them to 
different homes for care.

The woman was heard shouting in 
Igbo: “Nothing must happen to my baby. 
If  I look for that baby and fail to find her, I 
will deal with all of  you.”

Obinabo said she discovered too that 
the baby needs medical attention, and 
that they were taking her to the hospital. 
She thanked God mother and child were 
rescued and pledged that proper attention 
will be given to them.

Ezza Effium War: Ebonyi govt, 
Catholic Church trade words over 
arrest, incarceration of a Priest

T
he Ebonyi State 
government and 
Catholic Diocese 

of  Abakaliki have traded 
words over the arrest and 
incarceration of  a Catholic 
Priest, Fr. Timothy Ngwuta 
in Abakaliki.

The Catholic Church, 
Diocese of  Abakaliki in 
a statement signed by Fr. 
Matthew Uzoma Opoke, 
Chancellor, Catholic Diocese 
of  Abakaliki, said all efforts 
to secure the release of  Fr. 
Timothy Ngwuta on bail 
have been hampered by the 
Executive Order preventing 
any court in the state from 
entertaining matters relating 
to Effium crisis.

The Church appealed 
to all people of  goodwill to 
join them in praying God 
to touch those responsible 
for the incarceration of  Fr. 
Timothy to listen to the 
voice of  right conscience. 

The statement reads in 
part: “The Church in the 
name of  God, appeals to 
all the people of  Effium 
and Ezza Effium involved 
in this inter-communal 
war, to lay down their arms 
and embrace the path of  
peace. Nothing justifies 
the senseless killing and 
maiming of  innocent lives. 
Peace can never be achieved 
under the barrel of  guns.

“Since the matter is 
before the courts, we will 
not be making any more 
statements on the case. 
We urge all to withhold 
judgement and let the case 
run its course.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia  

“We implore all people 
of  goodwill to join us in 
praying God to touch 
those responsible for 
the incarceration of  Fr. 
Timothy to listen to the 
voice of  right conscience. 
We commend the whole 
process into the hands of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of  Priests and 
the Star of  Evangelization. 
Pray for peace in our State 
and in the Country” the 
church stated.

In a shift reaction, the 
Ebonyi State government 
denied the allegation 
saying that there was 
nothing like Executive 
order on the Effium Crisis

The state government 
in a statement signed by 

the state Attorney General 
and Commissioner for 
Justice, Mr. Cletus Ofoke 
in Abakaliki cautioned the 
Catholic Church to desist 
from saying that the priest 
is incarcerated in prison as 
a result of  the Executive 
Order.

According to him, 
“there is nothing like 
Executive Order on the 
Effium crisis, there is 
nothing to that effect. Of 
course, government can 
never issue order stopping 
court from doing its 
legitimate duty. It is aimed 
at tarnishing somebody’s 
image and maligning the 
government. There is 
nothing like that.

“Once a matter is in 

“The judgment is 
therefore given in favour of  
the plaintiffs I hereby granted 
the reliefs sought by the 
plaintiffs,” he declared.

PDP and one of  its 
members in Bauchi State had, 
in a suit marked: FHC/ABJ/
CS/1060/20, sued Dogara, 
the speaker of  the House of  
Representatives, the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
(AGF), Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and the APC as 1st 
to 4th defendants respectively.

Justice Okorowo had, 
earlier in another judgment, 
dismissed the suit marked: 
FHC/ABJ/CS/883/30 and 
filed by Incorporated Trustees 
of  United Global Resources 
for Peace Organisation 
against Dogara and five 
others on the grounds that the 
group lacked locus standi to 
institute the matter.

Judgments, in the two 
separate suits filed against 
Dogara, were stalled due to 
the FHC’s Easter vacation 
which began on April 8 and 
will end April 25.

The PDP and the group 
had asked the court to 
remove Dogara as member 
representing Dass, Tafawa 
Balewa and Bogoro Federal 
Constituency of  Bauchi State, 
over his defection to APC.

Dogara had, on July 
24, 2020, defected from 
the PDP to the APC when 
he submitted a resignation 
letter to the Chairman of  
the Bogoro ‘C’ Ward in 
Bauchi State.

Abia guber: Pensioners fault ex-Abia finance 
commissioner’s campaign promises

T
he former 
Commissioner for 
finance in Abia State, 

Obinna Oriaku says his 
ambition to rule Abia State 
is to take the State to where 
it should be in leadership and 
transformation.

Oriaku stated this at 
Owerrinta, his home town 
while declaring for Abia 2023 
governorship contest, using 
APC platform.

This he said, necessitated 
his decision to join the All 
Progressive Congress, from 
where according to him, he 
hopes to win the 2023 polls 
and transform Abia.

to contest for any political 
position of  his or her choice 
just like  the man who just 
announced his intention. 
But anybody coming to rule 
a people is expected to have 
served the people well in his 
previous positions.”

Elder Mmeziuwa who 
decried the conditions of  
pensioners in Abia State, 
said issues of   non payment 
of  pensions, gratuities 
dated back to previous 
administrations in Abia but 
allegedly increased after 2015.

He called for improved 
treatment of  retirees by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
administration, to save 
retirees from dying of  hunger 
and sicknesses.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

court, nobody talks about 
it other than for the legal 
process to take its course. 
This is what Ebonyi State 
government has done and 
the government has no 
hand in Priest case”.

 “The case of  the Priest 
is purely a legal issue 
from police to court. So, 
nothing concerns Ebonyi 
State government and 
it is not only the Priest 
that is being incarcerated 
over the matter there in 
Effium. People are aware 
that so many people have 
been charged to court; 
some of  them are in 
prison, some of  them are 
being tried by court. So, 
the Priest is also a human 
being”. He stated

Oriaku   said that having 
been a special Adviser and 
Finance Commissioner to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu-
led administration, he was in 
the best position to solve the 
State’s economic challenges, 
having studied the State well.

Responding to Oriaku’s 
declaration and promises to 
Abians, a group of  pensioners 
who spoke to News Echo in   
Umuahia, advised the former 
Commissioner to jettison his 
ambition of  ruling Abia.

Some of  the pensioners 
who gave their names as 
Elder Mmeziuwa  Raymond 
and another pensioner who 
simply gave his name as Mr 
Okorie, said their criticism 
of  Oriaku’s governorship 

interest was not borne out 
of  malice but  anchored on 
his alleged poor treatment of  
pensioners in Abia as finance 
Commissioner.

The senior citizens 
claimed that during the period 
of  Oriaku’s stay in office as 
finance Commissioner, they 
were not well treated.

Mr Mmeziuwa said the 
pensioners in Abia received 
poor treatment from officials 
of  ministry of  finance 
who allegedly carried out 
uncountable biometric 
capturing exercises, which 
were still unhelpful to their 
plight after every biometric 
capturing.

“Anybody is entitled 

and save lives.
He also challenged the 

Government in the Sub-
Saharan African Countries 
to urgently align with a 
call to scale up innovation 
and development of  new 
tools in the fight against 
malaria disease in African 
Countries and Nigeria as 
well.

While advocating 
for equitable access 
to malaria prevention 
within the context of  

building health system 
resilience, Dr Nworji, 
commended the World 
Health Organization 
for its landmark 
recommendations on 
the first vaccine against 
malaria among Nigerian 
Children.

He however warned 
Ndi Anambra to desist 
from dumping of  refuse 
inside flood channels to 
avoid blocking them or 
building houses on them.
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Kidnapped herdsmen in 
Anambra found - Police 

P
olice in Anambra State, has stated that cattle 
herders, said to have been kidnapped in Ubene 
Community in Ogbaru Local Government 

Area of  Anambra State have been found.
The state police command also said that some 

of  the 300 cattle, which were alleged to have been 
rustled by gunmen have also been found.

There had been news of  the kidnap of  10 
herders by unidentified gunmen, who also made 
away with 300 cattle belonging to the herders, 
while asking for N10million, and a gun as Ransom.

The state police command’s spokesperson, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga in an update on Monday 
said only one herder is still with the kidnappers, 
and efforts are being made to rescue him.

Ikenga stated this in a short press release 
titled: “Update on the alleged gunmen attack 
on herders in Anambra State, kidnap of  10 and 
rustling of  300 cows”.

He said: “In view of  the above the Police 
command got into joint operation with the 
military.

“On 24/4/2022 some of  the alleged victims 
of  abduction were seen in the bush unharmed, 
while one of  the abductees is still missing. The 
joint operatives also discovered some of  the 
livestock in the bush.

“Furthermore, efforts are being intensified 
to locate him (missing herders), and the 
livestock that are still missing. Further details 
shall be communicated.”

...Says media reports are misleading

Imo state government signs MOU with 
NDDC on Avu Etekwuru Road, others

Anambra: No missing 
herdsmen, cows in Ogbaru 
- Council boss replies MACBAN

Troops neutralize IPOB/
ESN members in gun battle, 
recover weapons in Imo

T
he Imo state 
g o v e r n m e n  t
has signed 

a Memoradum of  
Understanding MOU with 
NDDC on Avu Etekwuru 
road and other two roads 
in some parts of  the Oil 
producing communities in 
the state.

On inspection by the 
governor and the NDDC 
team on the ongoing road 
project at Avu Etekwuru 
road, Senator Uzodimma 
disclosed that the road 
which was awarded 
since two years ago was 
stopped due to insecurity 
challenges and youth 
restiveness in the area but 
expressed delight over the 
commencement of  the 
project by NDDC and 
pledged a part funding 
of  the project by the state 
government.

The governor also 
indicated that the state 
will provide maximum 
security, logistics and 
enabling environment 
for the local contractors 
handling the project. 

Uzodimma disclosed 
that the road construction 

2023: Desist from imposing your successor - Mbam tells Umahi

A 
Chieftain of  the All 
Progressive Con-
gress in Ebonyi 

State and Chairman Rev-
enue Mobilization Alloca-
tion and Fiscal Commis-
sion Chief  Elias Mbam, has 
charged Governor David 
Umahi to desist from im-
posing his successor come 
2023 general election. Ac-
cording to Mbam, anoint-
ing a Successor is capable 
of  closing the political space 

against potential aspirants 
and APC in the state.

Mbam stated this 
while reacting to the 
announcement by the 
governor endorses the 
embattled Speaker of  the 
state House of  Assembly 
Francis Ogbonnaya 
Nwifuru as his successor. 
Mbam who is also a 
governorship aspirant in 
the state urged the governor 
and leader of  their party 
in the state to give all the 
interested aspirants equal 
opportunity to contest for 
the position.

“If  the announcement 
is correct, it means they are 
closing the political space 
against potential aspirants 
and it is not good for our 
party. “INEC and our party 
has emphasize that there 
should be no imposition 
of  candidates and if  we 
close the political space in 
the disguise of  anointing 
or endorsement, to impose 
a candidate, it will not be 
for the interest of  the party. 
It will close the space for 
other aspirants and we run 
the risk of  losing in 2023 
election 

“I know the governor 
is the leader of  the party 
in the State and so all of  
us in the party are his 
children. So I expect him 
as a father of  the party to 
give every of  his child equal 
opportunity and let the 
people determine who will 
be their governor.

“I am well prepared for 
the service this state. I don’t 
think anybody knows the 
Stakeholders of  this state 
more than me because I 

By Grace Ofurum

Professor Kate Omenugha (middle), Entertainment Commisssioner, Bob-Manue Udokwu (on shades) 
during the school anti-immorality fight in Anambra on Sunday.

will add to the economic 
stability of  the state and 
restore meaningful lives to 
people living in that area 
through interstate move-
ment and other benefits.

He assured that a joint 
management committee 
comprising of  NDDC 
technical team and the Imo 
state Engineers will play a 
supervisory role with the 
supervising consultant to 

ensure that the  quality 
and quantity of  the road 
construction tallies with its 
design.

 The governor assured 
that the other two awarded 
roads of  Emerienwe to 
Etche and Umudim to 
Nkwere will soon kick off  
and stated that the Avu 
Etekwuru road will be 
completed within a short 
time frame.

The NDDC 
representative, Dr Effiong  
Akpan thanked the 
governor for his support 
to the project and  pleads 
with the communities 
involved to show 
maximum coperation to 
the local contractors in 
ensuring that the project is 
completed.

He told them to let 
peace thrive instead of  

scaring away the contrac-
tors who are after their 
welfare and urge them to 
create an enabling environ-
ment for the contractors to 
work.

He further thanked the 
governor for the already 
established peace in the 
area and promised that 
NDDC will ensure a 
successful completion of  
the project.

N3bn Tramadol deal: 
NDLEA nabs suspected drug 
baron behind Abba Kyari’s cartel

O
peratives of  the 
National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency 

(NDLEA) have arrested a 
suspected billionaire drug 
baron.

He is behind the N3 
billion Tramadol deal 
involving the embattled 
suspended Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Abba Kyari-led Intelligence 
Response Team, (IRT), 
the Director, Media, and 
Advocacy of  the NDLEA 
Femi Babafemi said in a 
statement on Monday.

Babafemi said that he 
“was eventually nabbed 
onboard a flight to Abuja 
at the MM2 terminal of  
the Lagos airport, Ikeja on 
Wednesday 13th April”.

He added: 
“Investigations reveal he’s 
been a major importer 

of  large consignments 
of  different brands and 
high dosages of  Tramadol 
Hydrochloride, ranging from 
120mg, 200mg, 225mg, and 
250mg, all of  which are 
illicit.”

“This is in addition 
to operating 103 bank 
accounts, most of  which are 
used to launder money.”

The suspect, according 
to Mr Babafemi, came 
under watch last year after 
five cartons of  Tramadol 
225mg were seized from 
his staff  on 4th May 2021 
when he sent them to sell to 
undercover police officers 
(unknown to Ukatu) from 
the then Kyari-led IRT of  
the Nigeria Police, Ikeja 
Lagos.

The price of  a carton of  
Tramadol was negotiated at 
N17 million each as against 

the then black market value 
that ranged between N18 
million and N20 million 
a carton in Lagos, the 
NDLEA spokesman added.

He said after the arrest 
of  one of  his staff, Kyari’s 
men were then led by the 
suspects to his warehouse 
where 197 additional 
Cartons of  Tramadol 
225mg were seized by the 
IRT Team.

The monetary value of  
the 202 cartons of  Tramadol 
seized from him in one day 
was over N3 billion.

According to him, three 
weeks after the seizure, 
the Kyari’s IRT team 
transferred only 12 Cartons 
of  the Tramadol with one 
truck and a suspect to 
the Lagos Command of  
the NDLEA, leaving 190 
cartons unaccounted for.

T
he Chairman of  Ogbaru Local 
Government Area (LGA) of  Anambra, 
Mr Arinzechukwu Awogu, has said that 

no herdsman was kidnapped nor cows rustled 
in the area. 

Awogu stated this in a statement issued 
in Awka and made available to newsmen 
on Monday. He described the false news as 
misleading, a report credited to the Southeast 
Chairman, Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
Association of  Nigeria (MACBAN), Alhaji 
Gidado Siddiki, that 10 herdsmen were 
kidnapped and 300 cows rustled.

According to Awogu, he explained that 
there was a misunderstanding between farmers 
in Okija, in Ihiala LGA, and the herdsmen, 
which made the herders to flee the area to safety. 
Awogu stated that herders, who abandoned their 
cows to take refuge, later returned to recover 
them when calm returned to the area.

The local government Boss however stated 
that he personally got involved in restoring 
normalcy in the area, in conjunction with the 
leadership of  MACBAN. He wondered why a 
case of  kidnap and rustling would be reported 
in the media. 

Narrating what happened, he stated 
that some unidentified persons from Okija 
Community had issues with some herdsmen but 
this had nothing to do with Ogbaru LGA.

“It later spilled to Obene farm settlment on 
the Ogbaru side of  the boundary, which made 
both farmers and herders in the farm settlement 
scamper to safety.

“I spoke with the chairman of  MACBAN, 
with one Musa and a number of  others, and I 
was physically present to help locate those that 
ran for safety. And as at 11.30pm on Saturday, 
all the cows had rejoined with their herders.

“So, which 300 cows went missing? We 
should be patriotic Nigerians and stop creating 
tension when none exists.”

“I think we owe a duty to our country to 
always project the truth and not sensationalise 
sensitive issues,” Awogu stated.

He regretted the embarrassment the 
“unverified” media report had caused the state, 
along with the unnecessary tension it created.

Meanwhile, the Police Command in the 
state confirmed that it found the herders and 
their cows in the bush.

The command’s Spokesman, DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga, said the herders were 
unhurt and “not in any harm’s way”.

He said: “On April 24, some of  the alleged 
victims of  abduction were seen in the bush 
unharmed, while one of  the supposed abductees 
is still missing. The joint operatives also 
discovered some of  the livestock in the bush. 
Efforts are being intensified to locate the missing 
herdsman and more livestock,” Ikenga said.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

have always served my 
people” he said

Recall that the 
traditional rulers from 
Izzi clan had few weeks 
ago, endorses the 
embattled Speaker as 
their sole candidate for 
the gubernatorial position 
which immediately 
attracted critics from the 
critical stakeholders of  the 
area as the monarchs are 
not politicians to endorse a 
candidate.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
roops of  34 Artillery 
Brigade, Nigerian 
Army(NA) have 

neutralized two gun men 
and arrested four other 
members of  the outlawed 
Indigenous People of  
Biafra(IPOB) and its armed 
affiliate, Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) in a fierce 
gun battle along Orlu – Orsu 
Road on 25 April 2022.

The troops, while 
on routine patrol made 
contact with elements 
of  IPOB/ESN around 
the general area of  
Aluminium Company and 
All Saints Church. On 
sighting the patrol team, 
the criminal elements 
opened fire and launched 
grenade attack on the 
troops. The vigilant troops 
responded with superior 
firepower neutralizing 
two of  the criminal 
elements, compelling 

others to flee in disarray. 
In a hot pursuit that 
followed the encounter, 
troops arrested four of  
the fleeing gunmen and 
recovered one AK 47 rifle, 
two magazines, one Police 
grenade launcher, two 
Baofeng communication 
radios, five mobile 
phones, one IPOB Beret, 
two Motorcycles, four 
SIM cards, five wallets 
containing different ID 
cards, afrodisiac, charms 
and the sum of  Sixteen 
Thousand Four Hundred 
and Sixty Naira only.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation on the 
suspects’ mobile phones 
reveals gory pictures and 
videos depicting scenes 
of  cold blooded murders, 
corpses displayed in 
shrines and other heinous 
atrocities committed by 
the criminals.
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Editorial

Combating the destructive 
menace of oil theft

T
he Nigerian Upstream 
Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission (NUPRC), 

recently said, the country lost 
about $3.27 billion worth of crude 
oil to theft between January 2021 
and February 2022.

According to NUPRC, “Average 
monthly value loss for the period 
is about $233.99 million. Average 
daily value loss for the period is 
about $7.72 million.

“Losses are mainly from Bonny 
Terminal Network, Forcados 
Terminal Network (and) Brass 
Terminal Network.”

The commission delineated 
factors that aided crude oil theft to 
include inadequate security, poor 
community engagement, economic 
challenges, poor surveillance, 
stakeholder compromises, and 
exposed facilities.

It said spillages and leakages were 
caused by activities of saboteurs 
affecting the source of livelihood 
of the community members 
and leading to environmental 
degradation. 

It, however, noted that efforts 
are ongoing to mitigate crude 
oil theft and pipeline vandalism, 
as a work team comprising the 
regulator and operators was set up 
in August 2021.

In a similar development, the 
Nigerian Navy said, it has seized 
about 6 million litres of petroleum 
products worth over N3 billion 
from oil thieves since it launched 
Operation Dakatar Da Barawo 
(OPDDB), also known as‘Stop the 
Thief’.

According to the Naval 
spokesperson, Adedotun Ayo-
Vaughan, who said, in the first 
week of April, they arrested and 
seized about two hundred million 
naira, worth of petroleum products 
from oil thieves. And, this, he said, 
was a headway to end oil theft and 
illegal refining.

For a country whose oil industry 
generates about two-thirds of its 
revenue, theft is no small matter. 
Oil stolen from Nigeria and the 

money generated from it pollute 
markets and financial institutions 
overseas, posing reputational, 
political, and legal hazards.

Oil theft also endangers 
communities. Oil theft combines 
with the consequences of oil 
exploration to deepen the challenges 
communities face.

There is a common sense that, 
anywhere in the world where 
criminals are never caught or 
brought to justice for a long time, 
the government agents are directly 
involved or a cartel with powerful 
links to high profile politicians 
in government protecting the 
common interests of both parties is 
involved.

In the early 2000, NNPC 
mobilized military and MOPOL to 
assist to curb the menace but it was 
later discovered they were part of 
the problems too. It was nightmare 
for NNPC

To curb Oil theft or reduce it to the 
barest minimum, Nigeria needs to 
deploy this technology. The money 
to acquire this technology can be 
generated if we can significantly 
reduce the huge wastages by the 
three tiers of government and 
reengineer its processes to save cost 
and improve efficiency in delivery 
of their goals.

If the government means business, 
to stop the Oil Theft it should invite 
NNPC R&D division, Nigeria 
Upstream Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission, Multinational and 
National oil companies to meet 
and come up with solutions to 
annihilate this problem of oil theft 
that has wrecked our nation.

The Oil Theft can be decimated 
through combine use of Advanced 
Warning and Detection Technology, 
Policy and Judiciary. 

The local vigilante group can 
be a useful catalyst in this drive 
for intelligence surveillance and 
information gathering. It is long 
overdue to overhaul the security of 
our national asset or gradually hit 
a total collapse and abuse of the 
nation’s oil industry.
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Why APC’s N100m form is illegal

L
ast week, Tuesday 
April 19, 2022, the 
All Progressives 

Congress revealed the 
price tag for its presidential 
application form. It is set at 
a whopping N100 million. 
At almost a quarter of  a 
million American dollars, 
it is the most expensive 
application form in the 
world. It deserves an entry 
into the Guinness Book 
of  Records.  Moreover, 
the application fee is non-
refundable, as it is designed 
with the intention to exclude 
and discriminate against 
people with modest means 
in favour of  the wealthy. It is 
an affront to all democratic 
norms, as it limits rather 
than broadens participation. 
It is particularly galling 
given that it concerns the 
choice of  who becomes 
the holder of  the highest 
office in the land namely; 
President of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria. In one 
fell swoop, it cuts out vast 
swathes of  income earners 
amongst whom a competent 
candidate could emerge. 
Being so brazenly rich 
should not be a criterion 
for becoming president 
of  Nigeria. No individual 
from any professional group 
in Nigeria (aside from 
politicians) takes home 
N100 million in a year as 
salary. APC is effectively 
saying, “Application for 
President of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria is 
open. But, only wealthy 
individuals need apply.” 
That is unconscionable, 
morally offensive and 
downright illegal.

Since the return to 
democratic governance in 
Nigeria in 1999, the criteria 
for participation in the 
democratic process have 
been prescriptive. That is 
to say, the Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission first took it 
upon itself  to dictate to 
Nigerians which political 
association could or could 
not participate in elections as 
part of  a deliberate attempt 
to ‘weed out ‘mushroom 
parties’. Up until 2001, 
political parties in Nigeria 
had been operating under the 
“guidelines” set by INEC, 
which included submission 
of  this, presentation of  this, 

that and the other before 
a political party could be 
registered; bank statements, 
sworn affidavits, addresses 
of  offices, list of  staff, 
twenty copies of  the 
association’s constitution, 
and on, and on… It was 
clearly a deliberate attempt 
to flush out the less well-
resourced parties from 
fielding candidates; to 
separate the wheat from the 
chaff  so-to-speak.

The late Chief  Gani 
Fawehinmi (Gani as he 
was popularly known) 
whose party, the National 
Conscience Party, had been 
denied registration, took 
on the challenge of  arguing 
in the Court of  Appeal 
that INEC’s so-called 
“guidelines” were illegal and 
unconstitutional. The court 
agreed, “Once an association 
meets the conditions spelt 
out under section 222 and 

223 of  the constitution, such 
an association automatically 
transforms and becomes 
a political party…,” per 
Justice Dahiru Musdapher, 
JCA.  The Supreme Court 
affirmed the ruling when it 
came before it in INEC & 
Anor V Balarabe Musa & 
Ors (2003) 3 NWLR. The 
floodgates subsequently 
opened to new political 
parties. Instead of  having a 
handful of  parties, sponsored 
mainly by moneybags and 
the highly connected, the 
democratic space has since 
been welcoming to all and 
sundry, to the extent that 
Nigeria now has over one 
hundred registered political 
parties.

INEC, under the 
Chairmanship of  Dr. Abel 
Guobadia in 2001, was 
hostile to what was seen as 
the proliferation of  political 
parties in the country on 
the return to civil rule and 
was determined to curtail 
their growth. But, that 
attempt was thwarted by 
the judiciary. The main 
political parties — the APC 
and PDP in particular — 
are now, ironically, bent on 
‘closing ranks’ as it were, by 
putting up financial barriers 
to elective public office.

The mischief  (of  
exclusion), that was 
removed by the Supreme 
Court in 2002, has now 
been re-invented twenty 
years later not by INEC 
but by the political parties 
themselves, this time, in 
respect of  candidates for 
office. The 2002 Supreme 
Court judgement is not, 
strictly speaking, a precedent 
applicable to presidential 
application forms but the 
underlying principle is 
germane. Were a case to 
be brought by an aggrieved 
presidential aspirant of  
the APC before the courts 
today, there is no doubt 
that the courts would not 
deviate from the principle 
of  inclusiveness and wider 
participation engendered in 
the 2002 judgement.

Slamming such a 
prohibitive cost on the 
party’s application form 
for president could, and 
would, be construed as 
purposefully discriminatory 
in its effect and, therefore, 
illegal. It would be seen as 
a violation of  the aspirant’s 
right to enjoy the privileges 
of  membership of  his party, 
in particular, voting and 

Opinion

Tayo Oke

being voted for. You cannot 
proclaim my right to contest 
a position in one breath and, 
in another breath, put up an 
insurmountable financial 
burden which negates that 
right.

Of  course, the party 
would argue that it is their 
right to set their own rules, 
to streamline the process 
by weeding out ‘Cinderella’ 
candidates. It is the same 
sentiment INEC had 
advanced for shutting down 
‘mushroom’ parties in 2002. 
The Supreme Court frowned 
on that exclusionary mind-
set at the time.

I am convinced it will 
also do the same this time. 
Opening up access and 
expanding participation is 
a fundamental tenet and 
sine qua non of  democratic 
politics. That said, leaving 
room to all comers is the 
pet hate of  political elites 
all over the world. There is 
no democracy in the world 
whose elites do not seek to 
exclude others. They would 
rather harbour and cater only 
to the interest of  a minority 
few.  It is not particularly 
unique to Nigeria in that 
regard, although the APC’s 
latest ransom demand on its 
presidential aspirants has 
plucked a new depth.  It is 
for the citizens backed by 
the judiciary to resist and 
reset the limits before it runs 
amok.

Come to think of  it, 
without the spirit of  open 
participation, a famous 

Since the return to 
democratic governance in 
Nigeria in 1999, the criteria 

for participation in the 
democratic process have 
been prescriptive. That is 
to say, the Independent 

National Electoral 
Commission first took it 
upon itself to dictate to 

Nigerians which political 
association could or could 
not participate in elections 

as part of a deliberate 
attempt to ‘weed out 
‘mushroom parties’. 

Up until 2001, political 
parties in Nigeria had 

been operating under the 
“guidelines” set by INEC, 

which included submission 
of this, presentation of 
this, that and the other 
before a political party 

could be registered; 
bank statements, sworn 
affidavits, addresses of 

offices, list of staff, twenty 
copies of the association’s 

constitution, and on, 
and on… It was clearly a 

deliberate attempt to flush 
out the less well-resourced 

parties from fielding 
candidates; to separate 
the wheat from the chaff 

so-to-speak.

“

Hollywood actor would 
not have made it to the 
White House (Ronald 
Reagan, 1981-89), still 
revered as one of  America’s 
greatest presidents of  the 
20th century. Similarly, 
a barely literate football 
legend would not have 
become President of  his 
country (George Weah, 
Liberia, 2018-Present), a 
TV comedian would not 
have assumed the reins of  
government and become 
a dogged Commander-in-
Chief  of  the armed forces, 
repelling Russian aggression 
on his country (Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Ukraine, 
2019-Present), a 39-year-
old neophyte, with no party 
base, would not have risen 
from nowhere to become 
president of  a major world 
power (Emmanuel Macron, 
France, 2014-Present). 
Openness and wider 
participation is what sets 
democracy apart from 
dictatorship. The more the 
APC and PDP push for 
exclusivity internally and 
externally, the more they 
move the country towards 
dictatorship.

Finally, anyone who 
knew and remembers Gani 
would agree that he would 
have been livid beyond 
measure at the APC’s N100 
million form.

And, he would have been 
determined to strangle the 
shameful scheme at birth. 
For that purpose, he would 
have offered his services 
pro bono to anyone willing 
to take on this presidential 
racket in court. Nonetheless, 
we have so many of  Gani’s 
disciples still on duty in 
Nigeria, who would make a 
good job of  it as well.

Regardless of  what 
one might think about 
the vacuous nature of  
the two main parties, as 
things stand, one of  them 
is poised to produce the 
next president of  Nigeria 
come 2023. The point is 
not whether people really 
believe in the parties or 
not. The point is there is, as 
yet, no realistic alternative 
to them. N100 million for 
an application form for a 
political office earns Nigeria 
another first in a long list 
of  such negative firsts. We 
wait with bated breath for a 
successful legal challenge to 
this thinly veiled high-level 
nod to corruption.

There is no 
democracy in the 
world whose elites 

do not seek to 
exclude others. They 
would rather harbour 

and cater only to 
the interest of a 

minority few.  It is not 
particularly unique 
to Nigeria in that 

regard, although the 
APC’s latest ransom 

demand on its 
presidential aspirants 
has plucked a new 
depth.  It is for the 

citizens backed by 
the judiciary to resist 
and reset the limits 

before it runs amok.

“
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ptics is the study of  the behavior of  

Ovisible light and other forms of  
electromagnetic waves. Optics 

falls into two distinct categories. When 
electromagnetic radiation, such as visible 
light, interacts with objects that are large 
compared with its wavelength, its motion 
can be represented by straight lines like 
rays. Ray optics is the study of  such 
situations and includes lenses and mirrors.

When electromagnetic radiation 
interacts with objects about the same size as 
the wavelength or smaller, its wave nature 
b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t .  Fo r  ex a m p l e, 
observable detail is limited by the 
wavelength, and so visible light can never 
detect individual atoms, because they are so 
much smaller than its wavelength. Physical 
or wave optics is the study of  such 
s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  i n c l u d e s  a l l  wave 
characteristics.

Ultraviolet Radiation
Ultraviolet means “above violet.” The 

electromagnetic frequencies of  ultraviolet 
radiation (UV) extend upward from violet, 
the highest-frequency visible light. 
Ultraviolet is also produced by atomic and 
molecular  motions and electronic 
transitions. The wavelengths of  ultraviolet 
extend from 400 nm down to about 10 nm 
at its highest frequencies, which overlap 
with the lowest X-ray frequencies. It was 
recognized as early as 1801 by Johann 
Ritter that the solar spectrum had an 
invisible component beyond the violet 
range.

So la r  UV rad ia t ion  i s  b road ly 
subdivided into three regions: UV-A 
(320–400 nm), UV-B (290–320 nm), and 
UV-C (220–290 nm), ranked from long to 
shorter wavelengths (from smaller to larger 
energies). Most UV-B and all UV-C is 
absorbed by ozone (O3) molecules in the 
upper atmosphere. Consequently, 99% of  
the solar UV radiation reaching the Earth's 
surface is UV-A.

Human Exposure to UV Radiation
It is largely exposure to UV-B that 

causes skin cancer. It is estimated that as 
many as 20% of  adults will develop skin 
cancer over the course of  their lifetime. 
Again, treatment is often successful if  
caught early. Despite very little UV-B 
reaching the Earth's surface, there are 
substantial increases in skin-cancer rates in 
countries such as Australia, indicating how 
important it is that UV-B and UV-C 
continue to be absorbed by the upper 
atmosphere.

All UV radiation can damage collagen 
fibers, resulting in an acceleration of  the 
aging process of  skin and the formation of  
wrinkles. Because there is so little UV-B 
and UV-C reaching the Earth's surface, 
sunburn is caused by large exposures, and 
skin cancer from repeated exposure. Some 
s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  a  l i n k  b e t w e e n 
overexposure to the Sun when young and 
melanoma later in life.

The tanning response is a defense 
mechanism in which the body produces 
pigments to absorb future exposures in 
inert skin layers above living cells. Basically 
UV-B radiation excites DNA molecules, 
distorting the DNA helix, leading to 
mutations and the possible formation of  
cancerous cells.

Repeated exposure to UV-B may also 

lead to the formation of  cataracts in the 
eyes—a cause of  blindness among people 
living in the equatorial belt where medical 
treatment is limited. Cataracts, clouding in 
the eye's lens and a loss of  vision, are age 
related; 60% of  those between the ages of  
65 and 74 will develop cataracts. However, 
treatment is easy and successful, as one 
replaces the lens of  the eye with a plastic 
lens. Prevention is important. Eye 
protection from UV is more effective with 
plastic sunglasses than those made of  glass.

A major acute effect of  extreme UV 
exposure is the suppression of  the immune 
system, both locally and throughout the 
body.

Low-intensity ultraviolet is used to 
sterilize haircutting implements, implying 
that the energy associated with ultraviolet is 
deposited in a manner different from lower-
f requency e lec t romagnet ic  waves. 
(Actually this is true for all electromagnetic 
waves with frequencies greater than visible 
light.)

Flash photography is generally not 
allowed of  precious artworks and colored 
prints because the UV radiation from the 
flash can cause photo-degradation in the 
artworks. Often artworks will have an 
extra-thick layer of  glass in front of  them, 
which is especially designed to absorb UV 
radiation.

UV Light and the Ozone Layer
If  all of  the Sun's ultraviolet radiation 

reached the Earth's surface, there would be 
extremely grave effects on the biosphere 
from the severe cell damage it causes. 
However, the layer of  ozone (O3) in our 
upper atmosphere (10 to 50 km above the 
Earth) protects life by absorbing most of  the 
dangerous UV radiation.

Unfortunately, today we are observing a 
depletion in ozone concentrations in the 
upper atmosphere. This depletion has led to 
the formation of  an “ozone hole” in the 
upper atmosphere. The hole is more 
centered over the southern hemisphere, and 
changes with the seasons, being largest in 
the spring. This depletion is attributed to 
the breakdown of  ozone molecules by 
r e f r i g e r a n t  g a s e s  c a l l e d 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

The UV radiation helps dissociate the 
CFC's, releasing highly reactive chlorine 
(Cl) atoms, which catalyze the destruction 
of  the ozone layer. For example, the 
reaction of  CFCl3 with a photon of  light 
(hv) can be written as; CFCl3+ hv → 
CFCl2+ Cl.

A single chlorine atom could destroy 
ozone molecules for up to two years before 
being transported down to the surface. The 
CFCs are relatively stable and will 
contribute to ozone depletion for years to 
come. CFCs are found in refrigerants, air 
conditioning systems, foams, and aerosols.

International concern over this problem 
led to the establishment of  the “Montreal 
Protocol” agreement (1987) to phase out 
CFC production in most countries. 
However, developing-country participation 
is needed if  worldwide production and 
elimination of  CFCs is to be achieved. 
Probably the largest contributor to CFC 
emissions today is India. But the protocol 
seems to be working, as there are signs of  an 
ozone recovery. 

Benefits of UV Light
Besides the adverse effects of  ultraviolet 

radiation, there are also benefits of  
exposure in nature and uses in technology. 
Vitamin D production in the skin 
(epidermis) results from exposure to UVB 
radiation, generally from sunlight. A 
number of  studies indicate lack of vitamin 
D can result in the development of  a range 
of  cancers (prostate, breast, colon), so a 
certain amount of  UV exposure is helpful. 
Lack of  vitamin D is also linked to 
os teoporos is.  Exposures  (wi th  no 
sunscreen) of  10 minutes a day to arms, 
face, and legs might be sufficient to provide 
the accepted dietary level. However, in the 
winter time north of  about 37º latitude, 
most UVB gets blocked by the atmosphere.

UV radiation is used in the treatment of  
infantile jaundice and in some skin 
conditions. It is also used in sterilizing 
workspaces and tools, and killing germs in a 
wide range of  applications. It is also used as 
an analytical tool to identify substances.

When exposed to ultraviolet, some 
substances, such as minerals, glow in 
characteristic visible wavelengths, a process 
called fluorescence. So-called black lights 
emit ultraviolet to cause posters and 
clothing to fluoresce in the visible. 
Ultraviolet  is  also used in special 
microscopes to detect details smaller than 
those observable with longer-wavelength 
visible-light microscopes.

X-Rays
In the 1850s, scientists (such as Faraday) 

began experimenting with high-voltage 
electrical discharges in tubes filled with 
rarefied gases. It was later found that these 
discharges created an invisible, penetrating 
f o r m  o f  v e r y  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y 
electromagnetic radiation. This radiation 
was called an X-ray, because its identity and 
nature were unknown.

There are two methods by which X-rays 
are created—both are submicroscopic 
processes and can be caused by high-
voltage discharges. While the low-
frequency end of  the X-ray range overlaps 
with the ultraviolet, X-rays extend to much 
higher frequencies (and energies).

X-rays have adverse effects on living 
cells similar to those of  ultraviolet 
radiation, and they have the additional 
liability of  being more penetrating, 
affecting more than the surface layers of  
cells. Cancer and genetic defects can be 
induced by exposure to X-rays. Because of  
their effect on rapidly dividing cells, X-rays 
can also be used to treat and even cure 
cancer.

The widest use of X-rays is for imaging 
objects that are opaque to visible light, such 
as the human body or aircraft parts. In 
humans, the risk of  cell damage is weighed 
carefully against the benefit of  the 
diagnostic information obtained. However, 
questions have risen in recent years as to 
accidental overexposure of  some people 
during CT scans—a mistake at least in part 
due to poor monitoring of  radiation dose.

The ability of  X-rays to penetrate matter 
depends on density, and so an X-ray image 
c a n  r eve a l  ve r y  d e t a i l e d  d e n s i t y 
information. The amount of  information 
in a simple X-ray image is impressive, but 
more sophisticated techniques, such as CT 
scans, can reveal three-dimensional 
information with details smaller than a 
millimeter.

The use of  X-ray technology in 
medic ine  i s  ca l l ed  rad io log y—an 
established and relatively cheap tool in 

compa r i
s o n  t o mo
r e sophi
s t i c a t e d technolo
gies. Consequently, X-rays are widely 
available and used extensively in medical 
diagnostics. During World War I, mobile 
X-ray units, advocated by Madame Marie 
Curie, were used to diagnose soldiers.

Because they can have wavelengths less 
than 0.01 nm, X-rays can be scattered (a 
process called X-ray diffraction) to detect 
the shape of  molecules and the structure of  
crystals. X-ray diffraction was crucial to 
Crick, Watson, and Wilkins in the 
determination of  the shape of  the double-
helix DNA molecule.

X-rays are also used as a precise tool for 
trace-metal analysis in X-ray induced 
fluorescence, in which the energy of  the X-
ray emissions are related to the specific 
types of  elements and amounts of  materials 
present.

Gamma Rays
Soon after nuclear radioactivity was first 

detected in 1896, it was found that at least 
three distinct types of  radiation were being 
emitted. The most penetrating nuclear 
radiation was called a gamma ray (γ ray) 
(again a name given because its identity and 
character were unknown), and it was later 
found to be an extremely high frequency 
electromagnetic wave.

In fact, γ rays are any electromagnetic 
radiation emitted by a nucleus. This can be 
from natural nuclear decay or induced 
nuclear processes in nuclear reactors and 
weapons. The lower end of  the γ-ray 
frequency range overlaps the upper end of  
the X-ray range, but γ rays can have the 
highest frequency of  any electromagnetic 
radiation.

Gamma rays have characteristics 
i d e n t i c a l  t o  X - r ay s  o f  t h e  s a m e 
frequency—they differ only in source. At 
higher frequencies, γ rays are more 
penetrating and more damaging to living 
tissue. They have many of  the same uses as 
X-rays, including cancer therapy. Gamma 
radiation from radioactive materials is used 
in nuclear medicine.

Food spoilage can be greatly inhibited 
by exposing it to large doses of  γ radiation, 
t h e r e b y  o b l i t e r a t i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e 
microorganisms. Damage to food cells 
through irradiation occurs as well, and the 
long-term hazards of  consuming radiation-
preser ved  food are  unknown and 
controversial for some groups. Both X-ray 
and γ-ray technologies are also used in 
scanning luggage at airports.

Detecting Electromagnetic Waves 
from Space

The entire electromagnetic spectrum is 
used by researchers for investigating stars, 
space, and time. As noted earlier, Penzias 
and Wilson detected microwaves to 
identi fy the background radiat ion 
originating from the Big Bang. Radio 
telescopes such as the Arecibo Radio 
Telescope in Puerto Rico and Parkes 
Observatory in Australia were designed to 
detect radio waves.

Infrared telescopes need to have their 
detectors cooled by liquid nitrogen to be 
able to gather useful signals. Since infrared 
radiation is predominantly from thermal 
agitation, if  the detectors were not cooled, 
the vibrations of  the molecules in the 
antenna would be stronger than the signal 
being collected.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

End

The Electromagnetic Spectrum contd.
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fter claiming the 

Al i v e s  o f  t w o 
s t u d e n t s  o f  

M i c h a e l  O k p a r a 
University of  Agriculture, 
Umudike in 2021, the 
Umuahia-Umudike road 
is still in terrible condition.

This is happening four 
months after the federal 
ministry of  works and 
housing, Abuja and the 
member  represent ing 
I k w u a n o / U m u a h i a 
Federal Constituency, 
Hon. Sam Onuigbo told 
residents of  the affected 
areas that the contracts for 
t h e  r o a d  h a s  b e e n 
awarded.

O n u i g b o  w h i l e 
hosting a stakeholders' 
m e e t i n g  a t  M i c h a e l 
Okpara University four 
months ago , assured 

idnapped Delta KState University 
( D E L S U ) 

student, Chris Oghojafor 
has been released by his 
abductors.

He was freed after 
payment of  N3 million.

It could be recalled 
t h a t  O g h o j a f o r,  a n 
Industrial Chemistry 
student was kidnapped 
on Friday, April 22, 2022.

After kidnapping him, 
his abductors demanded 
for N50m ransom, which 
was later negotiated to 
N3m.

Jospeh Oghojafor 
Esq, who is the father of  
the victim, confirmed his 

release.
H e  s a i d  h i s  s o n , 

“Chris Oghojafor, who 
was kidnapped in Abraka 

 300-level student 

Aof  the University of  
C a l a b a r,  C r o s s 

River State, Gift Odama, 
has emerged the winner of  
this year's Treasure Jungle 
Africa Reality TV show held 
in Mbiabong Ikot Udofia, in 
Ini Local Government Area 
of  Akwa Ibom state. 

Odama, a student of  
Guidance and Counselling, 
beat 30 other contestants to 
emerge the winner and 
consequent ly  crowned 

Emperor, Treasure Jungle 
2 0 2 2 .  S h e  w a s  a l s o 
presented with a car gift. 

The Reality TV show, a 
yearly event was organised 
by the Treasure Jungle 
A f r i c a ,  u n d e r  t h e 
sponsorship of  the Twin 
L e g a c y  E n t e r p r i s e , 
Goondee Box Investment, 
Juson Valley Enterprise, 
NTA and others. 

Speaking with newsmen 
after  the presentation, 
Odama, called on Nigerian 

youths to believe in their 
abilities.

“I  fee l  ver y happy, 
indeed I cannot express my 
happiness right now, it's like 
a dream come true. But I 
thank God because without 
Him I wouldn't have been 
here today.

“It wasn't easy, but I 
want to tell Nigerian youths 
out there that whatever they 
want to do they should 
believe in themselves first, if  
you believe in yourself  that 
you can do it, every other 
thing that people will say is 
not important,” she said. 

by Fulani herdsmen, 
since on Friday evening, 
has just been released 
now. Glory be to God.”

T h e  s t u d e n t  w a s 
released near Ugolo-
Orogun, by the railway, 
in Ughelli South Local 

Government Area of  the 
State.

P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r 

(PPRO), in the State, 
DSP Bright Edafe, did 
not  p ick  ca l l s  when 
contacted for comments.

Abians that the road was 
t o  b e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) tax fund after his 
painstaking legislative 
efforts.

O n u i g b o  f u r t h e r 
assured that contractors 
had already arrived to 
commence duty on the 
r o a d  t o  s a v e  h i s 
constituents from the 
anguish of  death and other 
e c o n o m i c  s e t b a c k s 
occasioned by bad roads.

D u r i n g  t h e 
stakeholders' meeting, 
o f f i c i a l s  o f  f e d e r a l 
ministry of  works and 
h o u s i n g  A b u j a , 
represented by their Abia 
State office staff, also 
corroborated that works 
had kicked off  on the 49-
km Umuahia-Ikwuano-
Ikot Ekpene road, while 
appealing to residents to 

cooperate with the federal 
ministry "by removing any 
house, shop, tree and other 
encroaching structure 
from all rights of  way 
(RoW)."

However, a trip on the 
road on Tuesday by News 
Echo showed that only 
Ndoro to Ariam section of  
the  federa l  road  was 
receiving appreciable 
a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
contractors.

Ahieke junction which 
runs through Ndume parts 
of  Umuahia North LGA 
along the road, National 
Crops Research Institute 
and  Michae l  Okpara 
University of  Agriculture 
portions are still in terrible 
condition, unattended to.

This is despite the 
installation of  giant sign 
post by the federal ministry 
a t  Umudike  junct ion 
claiming that jobs have 
commenced.

At  Ahieke  market 
junction which connects 

with several inlands roads 
as well as MOUAU gate, it 
was still a sorry sight to 
behold as deep pot holes 
and flooded drainages 
were seen.

Even some palliative 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  wo r k s 
carried out by the Abia 
State government on the 
Ahieke  and MOUAU 
g a t e s  i n  2 0 2 1  a f t e r 
students' protests, have 
also been washed away by 
rains from the new season, 
resulting to traffic hold up 
on the roads.

Speaking to  News 
E c h o ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  
M i c r o b i o l o g y  o f  
MOUAU, who simply 
gave his name as Nkem, 
lamented that the road was 
not fixed during the dry 
season.

He recalled how two 
f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  o f  
MOUAU per i shed  in 
accidents on the road in 
2021, which resulted to a 
wide-spread protest.

He cautioned that the 
s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  n o t 
c o n d o n e  t h e  l o s s  o f  
another student on the 
road and urged Hon Sam 
O n u i g b o  o f  
I k w u a n o / U m u a h i a 
federal constituency to 
pressurise the contractors 
to expedite jobs.

Also, a transporter at 
industrial market, Mr 
E the lbe r t  Ogugbua ja 
regretted that " na this road 
dey  knock my motor 
eng ine  and  spo i l  my 
bottom plate yet dem dey 
tell us for radio say dem 
dey work the road."

Ogugbuaja appealed to 
the contractors to get into 
action before it starts 
raining hard.

When the campaign 
o f f i c e  o f  H o n  S a m 
Onuigbo situated at No.2 
Aba road Umuahia was 
visited, he was not on seat 
to react to the findings by 
the paper.

But one of  his aides 

who did nt want his name 
on print assured that the 
roads would be done as the 
legislator had already 
done his own part by 
attracting the contract.

The aid commended 
t h e  p a p e r  f o r 
acknowledging that works 
were ongoing at Ndoro to 
Ariam section and urged   
students of  MOUAU and 
residents of  Ahieke to be 
patient as the legislator 
was out to change the story 
of  the road.

He equally called on 
the residents to comply by 
the federal ministry of  
works  and  hous ing ' s 
directives by dismantling 
every object on Right of  
Way (RoW) to enable 
smooth execut ion of  
project.

He reasoned that the 
n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  o f  
r e s i d e n t s  m a y  b e 
responsible for the delay 
on Umudike and Ahieke 
parts.

MOUAU students, transporters urge contractor to begin
work on bad roads
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Kidnapped DELSU student released after payment of N3m ransom

UNICAL student wins reality show

The sign post erected by federal ministry of works indicating
that work has commenced.Umuahia-Umudike Road in bad state



It was a moment of  jubilation and 
joy in Obiukom Ututu Autonomous 
Community, Arochukwu Abia State 
as HRH, Eze (Hon) Mandela Arunsi 
Okereke was coronated as the Obi 
Obiukom II.

Speaking shortly after the 
coronation, Eze Mandela Arunsi 
Okereke said he was excited that the 
people have chosen him to be their 
traditional ruler, adding that he will 
use his wealth of  experience and 
contacts to ensure even development, 
peace, love and stability of  the 
community. 

He noted that the community 
members and stakeholders will be 
carried along in the development 
process, stressing that no man knows 
it all. He stressed that he will not take 
for granted the love and acceptance of  
the people of  the community.

In his remarks, the traditional 
prime minister of  Obi Obiukom 
Ututu Autonomous Community, 
Chief  John Ifere Okore hinted that 
the journey of  getting another Eze 
after the demise of  HRH, Eze Okoro 
Kalu Ogbonnaya was not easy.

He hinted that Eze Ogbonnaya 
who died in March 2018, ruled 

for 17 years, but the journey to 
get his replacement started on 
30th December, 2019, when the 
community members elected HRH 
Eze Hon. Mandela Arunsi Okereke 
as their new monarch. 

Chief  Okere posited that since 
2001 that the autonomous was 
created, the coronation was the first 

of  its kind with large turnout of  
personalities from far and near.

The traditional prime minister 
described Eze Okereke as a leader, 
a go-getter, a man whose heart is 
full of  love, adding that he has been 
a man prepared to carry his people 
along in everything he does to ensure 
that peace reigns supreme in the 
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T
he Deputy Governor of  Enugu 
State, Lolo Cecilia Ezeilo, the 
Speaker of  the State House of  

Assembly, Rt. Hon. Edward Ubosi, 
the member representing Igbo-Eze 
North/Udenu Federal Constituency, 
Hon. Engr. Simon Atigwe, former 
Vice Chancellor, Michael Okpara 
University of  Agriculture, Umudike, 
Abia State, Prof. Hilary OdoEdeoga, 
the Chairman of  Ferotex Construction 
Company Limited, Chief  Festus Onu, 
and the Chairman of  Anbeez Services 
Limited, Sir Engr. Anayo Onwuegbu, 
were among the dignitaries honoured 
with Chieftaincy titles by the traditional 
ruler of  Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’s 
community, Ohom Orba, in Udenu 
Local Government Area, HRH Igwe 
Everestus Onah, the Uchenna 1 of  
Ohom Orba Ancient Kingdom. 

Other awardees at the Igwe 
Onah’s first Ofala festival, which was 
attended by Gov. Ugwuanyi, include 
the Task Team Leader (TTL), Agro-
Processing, Productivity Enhancement 
and Livelihood Improvement Support 
(APPEALS) Project, World Bank, 
Asiwaju (Dr) Adetunji Adeleke and 
the Head of  Procurement Fraud 
Section at Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), Chief  
Ambrose Ngwu.

The Chieftaincy titles, according 
to Igwe Onah, were conferred on 
“deserving men and women, who 
have not just impacted on humanity 
but still have the zeal to do good for 
men in general and for Ohom as a 
community”. 

The monarch noted that the event 

of  their meritorious service to the state, 
the country and humanity. 

The governor thanked all those 
who graced the well-attended event 
and beseeched God to bless them 
abundantly.  

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
awardees, the Speaker of  Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Ubosi, appreciated Igwe Onah, Gov. 
Ugwuanyi and the entire people of  
Ohom Orba for the great honour, 
stressing that “it was a rare privilege 
that we are in your community to 
receive these Chieftaincy titles.”

Enugu Governor’s community honours 
his deputy, speaker, Reps, others

Newly coronated Abia community traditional ruler, assures of peaceful reign

The Speaker stated that they 
will not take the honour for granted, 
and assured that it will spur them to 
continue to impact positively on the 
people of  Enugu State and Nigeria.  

The Deputy Governor, Lolo Ezeilo, 
was conferred with Chieftaincy title 
of  “Nwanne Di Na Mba 1 of  Orba”, 
the Speaker, Rt. Hon. Ubosi received 
the “Ezesinachi 1 of  Ohom Orba”, 
Hon. Atigwe was honoured with the 
Chieftaincy title of  Muoneme1 of  
Ohom Orba while Prof. OdoEdeoga, 
Chief  Onu and Engr. Onwuegbu 
were recipients of  “Ojide Onye Ibe 

1 of  Ohom Orba, Omenanwata 1 of  
Ohom Orba and Ezi Oyi Ohom Orba 
respectively. The Chairman of  Igbo-Eze 
North LGA, Hon. Ejike Itodo, received 
Chief  Festus Onu’s title on his behalf. 

Dignitaries who were graced the 
event include the member representing 
Enugu East/Isi-Uzo Federal 
Constituency, Hon. Prince Cornelius 
Nnaji, member representing Nsukka 
East Constituency, Rt. Hon. Chinedu 
Nwamba, the member representing 
Igbo-Eze North II Constituency, Hon. 
Innocent Ugwu, their Enugu East Rural 
counterpart, Hon. Hilary Ugwu, the 

Speaker’s wife, Lady Princess Akunna 
Ubosi, Commissioner for Special 
Duties, Hon. Mrs. Mabel Agbo, the 
Chairman of  Udenu LGA and State 
Chairman of  Association of  Local 
Government of  Nigeria ((ALGON), 
Hon. Solomon Onah, other council 
chairmen, Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Diaspora Matters, Mrs. 
Olangwa Ezekwu, Chinyeaka Ohaa, 
Chief  Engr. Evarest Nnaji, Barr. 
Charlie Ugwu, the President General 
Orba Udu General Assembly and 
Chairman, Ofala Committee, Hon. 
Charles Mbah, among others.

…As monarch celebrates Ugwuanyi as worthy son of  Ohom

Pix: Deputy Governor of Enugu State, Mrs Cecilia Ezeilo being honoured by the traditional ruler, HRH Igwe 
Everestus Onah, the Uchenna 1 of Ohom Orba Ancient Kingdom.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

community. 
He urged all and sundry to work 

with the new Eze and the Ugoeze, 
Elder Mrs Lucy Okereke to develop 
the community. The coronation 
ceremony took place at Ututu Central 
School, Amodu Ututu.

News Echo reports that after 
the election, the staff  of  office was 

presented to HRH Eze Hon Mandela 
Arunsi Okereke on the 17th June, 
2021 by Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of  
Abia State. 

Eze Okereke established the 
Amodu Ututu Development Union, 
Lagos branch in 1978 and Owerri 
branch in 2019, he served as the 
Chairman of  Owerri branch of  Ututu 
Development Association for three 
years, and he was former councilor for 
Ututu ward in 1997 under Democratic 
Party of  Nigeria (DPN). 

He later became the vice chairman 
of  Arochukwu Local government in 
1998 after the death of  the chairman. 

The highlights of  the coronation 
ceremony was the conferment of  
chieftaincy titles by HRH Eze Okereke 
to twelve deserving sons and friends 
of  the community who pledged to 
continue to support the community to 
move forward.

The chairman of  the Coronation 
Planning Committee, Chief  
Chinemere Ogbonnaya thanked God 
for a successful ceremony, while saying 
that the event is the best ever recorded 
in the history of  the community, 
especially that sons and friends were 
conferred with chieftaincy titles. 

He urged everyone to continue 
to pray for the new Eze for strength 
and wisdom to pilot the affairs of  the 
community.

was significant being his 
first Ofala festival since his 
seven years on the throne. 

Igwe Onah expressed 
gratitude to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for support 
and impactful leadership, 
describing the governor as 
“a worthy son of  Ohom” 
and the “Udulekenyi I of  
Orba Udulekenyi”. 

He disclosed that 
the governor was the 
cornerstone on which the 
event was built. 

“May God bless him 
(Ugwuanyi) and guide 
him even as we pray for 
his movement to a higher 
service in Nigeria”, he 
said. 

Speaking at the 
event, Gov. Ugwuanyi 
congratulated his Deputy, 
Lolo Ezeilo, the Speaker, 
Rt. Hon. Ubosi, and 
other awardees for the 
honour done them by his 
community in recognition 

The newly coronated traditional ruler of Obi Obiukom Ututu Autonomous Community Arochukwu Abia, HRH Eze 
Hon Mandela Arunsi Okereke with wife, Ugoeze Elder Mrs Lucy Okereke during the coronation ceremony.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Anambra agog as Val Ozigbo buries 
father, Chief Andrew Ozigbo

T
he town of  Amuwo, 
Amesi in Aguata 
LGA of  Anambra 

State came alive on Friday, 
April 22, 2022, as the late 
Chief  Andrew Ozigbo 
(Omenyiri Amesi) is given 
a befitting farewell. 

The late Chief  Ozigbo 
is survived by his wife, 
Mrs Ezinne Christiana 
Ozigbo, three sons, three 
daughters, twenty-eight 
28 grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, and 
numerous relatives.

Among his children are 
Mr Valentine Ozigbo, the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) candidate in the 2021 
Anambra governorship 
election; Mr Gerry 
Ozigbo, a Port Harcourt-
based businessman; Mr 
Okechukwu Ozigbo, an 
Australia-based businessman 
and professional; Mrs Emilia 
Onwuka, a retired teacher; 
Mrs Fidelia Anyadufu; and 
Mrs Chinyere Ezeobiora, 
the wife of  Ichie Sunday 
Ezeobiora, one of  West 
Africa’s biggest agribusiness 
men.

Chief  Andrew Ozigbo 
was an educationist who 
was a popular teacher 
and headmaster in the 
Old Aguata region (now 
Aguata, Orumba North and 
Orumba South LGAs). He 
was also a staunch Catholic 
who spent several decades 
serving as a catechist. 

The funeral activities 
began with a holy mass held 
at St Vincent’s Catholic 
Church, Amesi, officiated 
by the Most Rev Peter 
Okpalaeke, the Bishop of  
Ekwulobia Diocese. He 
represented His Holiness, 
the Most Rev Dr Valerian 
Okeke, and the Catholic 
Archbishop of  Onitsha 
Archdiocese. 

In his homily, Bishop 
Okpalaeke eulogised the late 
Pa Ozigbo, describing him as 
“a selfless father to many”.

Bishop Okpalaeke, who 
also hails from Amesi, 

fondly recalled how the 
deceased was one of  the 
first people to get a formal 
education in the community 
and was one of  the pioneers 
who brought education to 
Old Aguata.

The Bishop expressed 
gratitude to God for 
granting Pa Ozigbo a long, 
fruitful, and fulfilling life, 
urging his bereaved family 
to be consoled by Chief  
Ozigbo’s lasting legacy of  
love, kindness and impact. 

Other distinguished 
clergy members present at 
the mass include Most Rev 
Dr Uzoukwu, the Catholic 
Bishop of  Minna; Most Rev 
Dr Anelm Umorem, the 
Auxiliary Bishop of  Abuja 
Archdiocese, and many 
others. 

The society event 
continued with an elaborate 
reception held at the Christ 
the Redeemer College, 
Amesi school field, where 
a host of  dignitaries 
sympathised with the 
Ozigbo family. 

While speaking to 
journalists at the event, 
Mr Valentine Ozigbo 
spoke fondly of  his father, 
describing him as a “mentor, 
leader, and hero.”

“If  I am to summarise, 
I’ll describe my father 
as a man of  peace and a 
disciplinarian who taught 
many over several decades. 
He was a dear father, a loving 
husband to our mother, and 
someone who has inspired 
us to greatness. He taught 
us humility, selflessness and 
how to live in peace and 
unity with one another,” 
Ozigbo, the immediate past 
President and Group CEO 
of  Transcorp Plc, said. 

“Our father lived a 
good life. He was known 
for his willingness to lend 
a helping hand. He was 
dedicated to the Lord’s 
work and demonstrated 
his love for God by serving 
as a catechist for several 
decades.

“Truly, we have lost a 
hero, but we are consoled 
by the longevity of  his life 
and the assurance that he 
is resting in the bosom of 
the Lord Almighty,” the 
respected business leader 
added. 

The ceremony attracted 
a host of  political leaders, 
captains of  industries 
and business executives, 
including, His Excellency 
Peter Obi, a former 

Anambra State Governor 
and the Vice-Presidential 
candidate of  the PDP in the 
2019 general election, who 
was accompanied by his 
wife, Margaret Obi; Chief  
Okey Ezeibe, a business 
tycoon and the leader of  
the PDP in Orumba; Hon 
Chukwuka Onyema, the 
lawmaker representing 
Ogbaru Federal 
Constituency at the Federal 
House of  Representatives; 
Hon Obinna Chidoka, 
the legislator representing 
Idemili North/Idemili 
South at the Federal 
House of  Representatives; 
Dame Azuka Enemo, the 
PDP deputy governorship 
candidate in the 2021 
Anambra guber election; 
Hon Gabriel Onyenweife, 
a former federal lawmaker; 
His Royal Majesty 
Igwe Peter Anugwu of  
Mbaukwu; Senator Victor 
Umeh, a former federal 
lawmaker; Chief  Austine 
Oguejiofor (Onwa Enugwu-
ukwu n’ Umunri), the CEO 
of  Rotech Energies.

Others are Chief  
Ndubuisi Nwobu, the 
outgoing PDP Chairman 
in Anambra State; Mr 
Obinna Ufudo, a former 

President/Group CEO 
of  Transcorp; Mr Nonso 
Okpala, the GMD/CEO 
of  VFD Group; Mr Robert 
Umeozulu, an international 
food industry magnate; Mr 
Jude Ochili (Ikemba Ojoto), 
a Fidelity Bank topshot; 
Barr Emeka Okafor; Tobe 
Okigbo, a top executive at 
MTN; Rt Hon Eucharia 
Azodo, a former Speaker of  
the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly and former 
member of  the Federal 
House of  Representatives; 
Hon Tim Egboka, a former 
member of  the Anambra 
State House of  Assembly; 
Hon Barr Val Ayika, a 
former member of  both the 
Anambra State House of  
Assembly and the Federal 
House of  Representatives; 
Chief  Tony Offiah, a 
top PDP leader; Fidelis 
Anosike, the Founder of  
Folio Groups; Chief  Andy 
Azike, an insurance industry 
tycoon; Dr Ifedi Okwenna, 
a former Anambra State 
Commissioner; leaders 
and members of  the 2021 
Anambra Governorship 
Campaign Organisation 
and PDP members 
from within and outside 
Anambra State.

Val Ozigbo flanked by dignitaries during his father’s funeral Chief Andrew Ozigbo
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We are here to give you 
reassurance that it is ordained 
by God that you do the things 

you are supposed to do. We are 
here to also reassure that you 
have our backing. Our case is 

not just political. The followership 
and backing are also spiritual. 

And you have our spiritual 
backing too. We are going to 
continue this support at the 

voting level during the general 
elections”, Senator Utazi said.  

“

“

2023: Jubilation in Nsukka as Senator Utazi declines
senatorial ambition in support of Gov. Ugwuanyi’s bid 

T
here was jubilation in 
Enugu North Senatorial 
District of  Enugu State, 

yesterday as the Senator 
representing the district in the 
National Assembly, Senator 
Chukwuka Utazi formally 
announced his decision not 
to contest the senatorial seat 
in the forthcoming Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
primaries and the general 
elections, to pave way for 
the smooth and peaceful 
emergence of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State as the Senator of  the 
Senatorial district in the 10th 
National Assembly. 

Senator Utazi who made 
the announcement while 
addressing the delegates of  
the PDP from Enugu North 
Senatorial District and other 
stakeholders of  the party 
said he did not purchase the 
Expression of  Interest and 
Nomination forms of  the 
party for the Senatorial seat to 
give Gov. Ugwuanyi, who he 
described as “our leader and 
brother”, maximum support. 

The federal lawmaker 
added amid jubilation that the 
decision was also to promote 
the existing peace in Enugu 
North Senatorial district in 
particular and Enugu State in 
general.  

Senator Utazi reassured 
Gov. Ugwuanyi that the 
PDP family in Enugu North 
Senatorial District and the 
entire people of  the district 
are solidly behind him and his 
political decisions in respect 
of  choice of  candidates 
during the forthcoming party 
primaries, saying: “We will 
follow our brother and leader; 
we are going to be behind 
you; and pray that God will 
guide to take these decisions”.

“We are here to give you 
reassurance that it is ordained 
by God that you do the things 
you are supposed to do. We 
are here to also reassure that 
you have our backing. Our 
case is not just political. The 
followership and backing are 
also spiritual. And you have 
our spiritual backing too. We 
are going to continue this 
support at the voting level 
during the general elections”, 
Senator Utazi said.  

The pronouncement by 
Sen. Utazi not to contest 

the senatorial seat elicited 
jubilation among party faithful 
at the meeting, prompting the 
State Deputy Chairman of  the 
PDP, Hon. Innocent Ezeoha 
to, on behalf  of  the people, 
thank Senator Utazi for his 
sportsmanship and sacrifice 
in declaring his support for 
the governor’s senatorial bid.

“Senator Utazi it will be 
well with you for making 
this sacrifice”, Hon. Ezeoha 
added. 

Earlier, while addressing 
the PDP faithful comprising 
members of  the National and 
State Assemblies from Enugu 
North Senatorial District, 
the six Council Chairmen, 

members of  the State EXCO 
from the zone and all the 
principal officers of  the PDP 
at the Local Government 
and ward levels, the Zonal 
Chairman (Enugu North 
Senatorial District), Rt. 
Hon. Nze Michael Onyeze, 
disclosed that the essence 
of  the meeting, which was 
attended by Gov. Ugwuanyi, 
was to appreciate the 
governor for his remarkable 
achievements in Enugu 
North Senatorial District in 
particular and the state in 
general in spite of  the nation’s 
economic challenges and the 
state’s limited resources.

Hon. Onyeze noted that the 

appreciation was informed by 
the outcome of  the assessment 
tour of  infrastructural projects 
executed by the governor, 
including completed and 
ongoing landmark projects, 
stressing that “No government 
has done what your 
(Ugwuanyi’s) government has 
done in the rural areas”. 

The PDP Zonal Chairman 
stated that the meeting was 
equally for the party delegates 
from Enugu North Senatorial 
District to renew their stance 
and reassure Gov. Ugwuanyi 
of  their total support for his 
choice of  party candidates for 
the State House of  Assembly, 
National Assembly, 
governorship and presidential 
seats.

He maintained that they 
are in support of  rotational 
zoning arrangement of  the 
governorship position which 
favours Enugu East Senatorial 
District, stressing that the 
governor has done a lot to 
maintain peace in Enugu 
State and strict adherence 
to the zoning pattern would 
enhance peace and security in 
the state.  

“Your Excellency, you have 
done so well and we are proud 
of  you. Our votes will not 
miss, even one vote. We will 
give you 100 percent support 
in respect of  your choice of  
successor and other elective 
positions”.

Also speaking, the member 
representing Nsukka/
Igbo-Eze South Federal 
Constituency, Rt. Hon. Dr. 

Pat Asadu, the member 
representing Nsukka East 
Constituency, Rt. Hon. 
Chinedu Nwamba and 
the Chairman of  Udenu 
LGA and State Chairman 
of  Association of  Local 
Government of  Nigeria 
(ALGON), Hon. Solomon 
Onah, on behalf  of  their 
colleagues from the zone, 
respectively, unanimously 
endorsed the stance of  the 
party, reassuring the governor 
that they are resolute in their 
support and loyalty.  

Corroborating, the PDP 
LG Chairmen in the six LGAs 
of  Enugu North Senatorial 
District, the Party LG Vice 
Chairmen, the LG Secretaries, 
the LG Youth Leaders, the 
LG Woman Leader, the 
PDP Ward Chairmen from 
the zone, the Ward Vice 
Chairmen, Ward Secretaries, 
Ward Youth Leaders and 
Ward Women Leaders 
unanimously declared their 
maximum support and loyalty 
to Gov. Ugwuanyi, reassuring 
him that they will follow his 
directions as the only leader 
they know in Enugu State. 

Rt. Hon. Martins Oke, 
representing Igbo-Etiti/Uzo-
Uwani Federal Constituency 
and his Igbo-Eze North/ 
Udenu counterpart, Hon. 
Engr. Simon Atigwe were at 
the party meeting while the 
two former State Chairmen of  
the PDP from Enugu North 
Senatorial District, Engr. Vita 
Abba and Chief  Ikeje Asogwa 
witnessed the event.

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi (Gburugburu) flanked by Senator Utazi (Right) and other PDP Chieftain in Nsukka, Enugu State, recently

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu



Voter Registration: INEC debunks report of 
resumption in some Imo LGAs

T
he Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has debunked re-

ports of  the resumption of  the 
Continuous Voter Registration 
(CVR) in places where the ex-
ercise was earlier suspended in 
Imo State.

The INEC National Com-
missioner and Chairman of  
Information and Voter Educa-
tion Committee, Festus Okoye 
Esq. described such allegations 
as misleading to the public and 
jeopardising the safety of  reg-
istrants and officials.

“We appeal to the public to 
discountenance the purport-
ed resumption of  the CVR in 
the three LGAs of  Orsu, Nja-
ba, and Ihitte Uboma. Such 
statements are capable of  mis-
leading the public and further 
jeopardising the safety of  reg-
istrants and officials as well as 
the security of  the Commis-
sion’s facilities”, he said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

The suspension of  the exer-
cise led to the unfortunate inci-
dent in the state where a staff  
of  the commission was killed 

by gunmen in the state.
“It will be recalled that fol-

lowing the unfortunate inci-
dent in Imo State in which our 
staff  was killed by gunmen in 
Ihitte Uboma Local Govern-
ment Area, and reports of  in-
security in other parts of  the 
state.

“The Commission sus-
pended the ongoing voter reg-
istration exercise in all the 54 
additional centres created to 
facilitate the registration of  
voters across the state. The ex-
ercise is still confined to our 
State and Local Government 
Area offices except in Orsu, 
Njaba and Ihitte Uboma Local 
Government Areas where it is 
suspended indefinitely. The po-
sition of  the Commission has 
not changed.

“While the Commission is 
not unmindful of  the imper-
ative of  giving every eligible 
Nigerian the opportunity to 
register and vote in future elec-
tions, the safety and security of  
citizens involved in the exercise 
is a paramount concern”, the 
statement read in part.

Feature
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Nnamdi Kanu rejects secret 
trial, heads to court

T
he detained leader of 
Indigenous People of 
Biafra, Mazi Nnamdi 

Kanu has gone to court to 
challenge the practice direction 
of  the Federal High Court which 
ordered that his trial should be 
done in secret.

He asked the court to declare 
that the provisions of  Order 
III of  the Federal High Court 
Practice Directions (On Trial 
of  Terrorism Cases) 2022, were 
already the subject of  Section 36 
(4)(a) and (b) of  the constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999, as amended, and 
consequently, “they areotiose, 
inoperative and outrightly ultra 
vires.”

Kanu in the origination 
summons filed by his lawyer, 
Ifeanyi Ejiofor, asked the court 
to declare it “invalid, null, void 
and of  no effect whatsoever.”

The Chief  Judge of  the 
Federal High Court, Justice John 
Tsoho, and its Chief  Registrar 
were listed as defendants in 
the suit which processes were 
obtained by journalists on 
Monday.

Justice John Tsoho had 
released a new practice direction 
for the trial of  terrorism cases 
before the court.

The cases of  Nnamdi Kanu, 
Bureau de Change operators 
indicted over sponsorship of 
terrorism, and Boko Haram 
suspects are currently before the 
court.

Justice Tsoho said the new 
practice direction was in the 
exercise of  his constitutional 
powers as enshrined in Section 
254 of  the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 (as amended).

Under the new arrangement, 
the court said media coverage 
of  proceedings is strictly 
prohibited.

“Coverage of  proceedings 
under these practice directions 
is strictly prohibited, save as 
may be directed by the court. 
A person who contravenes an 
order or direction made under 
these practices shall be deemed 
to have committed an offence 
contrary to Section 34(5) of  the 
Terrorism (Prevention) Act 2011 
as amended,” the document 
stated.

The IPOB leader also wants 
an order of  perpetual injunction 
restraining the defendants, 
whether by themselves, 
servants, agents, privies, and all 
other officers and agents of  the 
Federal High Court of  Nigeria 
from applying and enforcing the 
provisions of  the Federal High 
Court Practice Directions (On 
Trial of  Terrorism Cases) 2022.

Others reliefs were “A 
declaration that the failure of 
the 1st defendant to first seek 
and obtain the approval of  the 

Federal Executive Council 
(or the National Council of 
Ministers) of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria prior to 
enacting the Federal High 
Court Practice Directions (on 
Trials of  Terrorism Cases), 
2022, as required by Section 44 
of  the Federal High Court Act 

renders the Federal High Court 
Practice Direction (On Trial of 
Terrorism Cases) 2022, ultra 
vires, null and void.

“A declaration that Order III 
Rules 3(b) and (d) of  the Federal 
High Court Practice Directions 
(On Trials of  Terrorism Cases) 
2022, which respectively 

empower a Federal High Court 
trying terrorism cases “to receive 
evidence by video link, and to 
receive written deposition of 
expert witness” are inconsistent 
with Items 23 and 68 of  the 
Exclusive Legislative List as 
well as Paragraph 2(b) of  Part 
III of  the 2nd Schedule to the 

Constitution which confers 
on the National Assembly the 
exclusive power to make rules 
of  evidence, both substantive 
and adjectival and are therefore 
ultra vires, null and void to the 
extent of  the inconsistency

“A declaration that Order 
IV Rule 2 of  the Federal High 
Court Practice Direction (on 
Trial of  Terrorism Cases) 2022, 
which provides that a person 
who contravenes an order or 
direction made under these 
Directions shall be deemed 
to have committed an offence 
contrary to Section 34(5) of 
the Terrorism (Prevention) Act 
2011, (as amended) isotiose and 
inoperative because the National 
Assembly had already covered 
the field vide Section 34(5) of 
the Terrorism Prevention Act 
2011, as amended.

“A declaration that the 
rule-making powers of  the 
1st Defendant under Section 
254 of  the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria 1999 as amended, 
is limited to the premises of 
the Federal High Court and 
do not extend to outside its 
perimeters, which are under the 
exclusive responsibility of  law 
enforcement agencies such as 
the Police, DSS, etc; and

“An order of  this Honorable 
court declaring the Federal 
High Court Practice Directions 
(On Trial of  Terrorism Cases) 
2022, unconstitutional ultra 
vires, invalid, null, void, and of 
no effect.”

By Ikenna Orioha

Mr Okoye noted that the 
Commission will announce 
any new decision on the mat-
ter after consultation with the 
security agencies and critical 
stakeholders.

“The Commission has an 
organized and official means 

of  communication and has 
been upfront with providing in-
formation to the general public.

For the avoidance of  doubt, 
the Commission has not ap-
pointed any unofficial spokes-
person for any of  its activities”, 
the statement added.

Okoye

Kanu having a discussion with his lawyer
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R
ivers police arrest teenagers 
Operatives of  Puff  Ader tactical 
Unit of  Rivers State Police 

Command have re-arrested two boys 
of  same parent between the age of  
sixteen and nineteen for allegedly 
defiling two year old twin babies.

The mother of  the victim, Achinihu 
Clement who made the disclosure to 
journalists, said she discovered that 
the baby boy could sit down when she 
wanted to dress him up 

She explained that after careful 
examination and interrogation, she 
discovered that her male in-law, aged 
sixteen year who resides with them 
tampered with their anus.

Mrs Clement revealed that she 
immediately took the children to 
the hospital where it was discovered 
that the hymen of  her two year old 
female child also has been completely 
removed which left her with the 

A
n Enugu State House of  
Assembly aspirant, Dr 
Ejikeme Odumegwu, has 

donated 800 bags of  cement worth 

over N3.6 million to Okunerere 
Adoration Ministry, Nsukka in 
Enugu State.

Making the donation at a 
thanksgiving service in the ministry 
on Tuesday,  Odumegwu, who is 
with the title of  Owelle Igbo, told 
newsmen that the donation was 

in fulfillment of  a pledge he made 
to the ministry during its bazaar 
celebration.

He said that the donation was 
meant to uplift the building work 
ongoing in the ministry as well as 
“ensure that the House of  God is in 
a benefiting shape”.

Odumegwu (PDP), who intends 
to contest the Igbo-Eze North State 
Constituency –1 seat in the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, said that 
he would use the same passion 
of  his philanthropy to ensure his 
constituents do not lack by giving 
them quality representation.

“The massive crowd from 
communities in Igbo-Eze North 
council area, excluding my extended 
family members and friends, here 
today shows the overwhelming 
support and followership my 
declaration to vie for the Igbo-Eze 
North State Constituency – 1 had 
already attracted.

“Just as I have passion for 
philanthropy, the same passion I will 
carry over to my political career and 
ensure that my constituents continue 
to enjoy quality representation as 
well as good governance and good 
life that goes with it.

“Before now, I have given 
hundreds of  pupils and students 
scholarship even to university level, 
built amenities throughout the state 
just like pipe borne water, electricity 
and recently a police station in my 

Abia govt begins 
full supervision 
of traditional 
birth attendants, 
chemists, others

A
bia State government has 
directed all private, allied and 
traditional healthcare providers 

who are not certified clinicians and 
whose practices do not employ the 
services of  certified clinicians, to 
immediately integrate into the State 
Tele Health support initiative.

 The State said the development is 
to enable them to be clinically, reliably 
and timely supported by call centre 
doctors at Abia Tele Health offices.  

In a statement signed by Barr 
Chris Ezem, the Secretary to the 
State government, the government 
explained that it was designed in 
line with Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
administration’s vision to leverage 
simple technology in advancing 
healthcare delivery to all Abia residents.

Those captured in this directive 
to include private healthcare centres, 
local pharmaceutical stores, medical 
laboratories, local chemists.

Others are patent medicine stores 
and traditional birth attendants.

The State government advised 
all visitors and patrons to the above 
mentioned health care providers to 
request that phone calls be made Abia 
Tele Health Doctors to enable the 
patient receive the clinical treatment.

It also explained that the initiative 
would ensure that attendants at 
all healthcare facility are properly 
supervised by Abia Tele Health 
Doctors during the administering of  
treatments or other clinical services on 
patients. 

According to the government state 
government, providers are also advised 
to contact designated Tele Health 
agents in the fields, to assist them in 
the integration process with the official 
telephone lines.

It directed the healthcare providers 
to comply immediately with the 
initiative.

Obiano’s Commissioner pledges to use Film 
Industry against immoralities in Nigerian Schools 

F
ollowing the immoralities 
being witnessed presently, 
in some private and public 

Primary and Secondary Schools 
in Nigeria, the immediate past 
Commissioner for Basic Education 
in Anambra State, under Governor 
Willie Obiano, Professor Kate 
Omenugha, has pledged to use 
Nigeria’s Film Industry to contribute 
her quota in the fight against the 
ugly trend in Nigeria Education 
System. She frowned at the level in 
which students in boarding schools, 
especially, at secondary level in some 
part of  the country, has turned the 
school premises to Cult Temples and 
brothels for ungodly behaviours.

She stressed that the Nollywood 
Industry at the moment should 
minimize acting crime related 
movies and focus more on films that 
discourages sex explicity, cultism, 
rituals, exam malpractice and other 
evil practices in the society.

The Commissioner, made her 
position known during the unveiling 
of  a new movie she acted as the 
Executive Director, titled; “A Little 
Scar” at Annabel Cinema hall Awka, 
on Sunday evening.

According to her, her interest 
in Nollywood Industry was to 
enable her embarked on a campaign 
targeted at curbing the menace of  
examination malpractice, indecent 
dressing among girl child, Cult 
practices among student in Boarding 
Schools across the country, through 
movies.

“As a mother and Commissioner 
for Basic Education for good eight 
years, I was moved to join other 
concerned well-do-Nigerians 
to educate and protect poor/
vulnourable students and their 
parents from the inhuman treatment 

meted on them in Schools, especially, 
Boarding Schools, where students 
at times are subjected to sexual 
immoralities and cultism practices, 
she added.

Prof. Omenugha, who is also 
the Director of  Kate Omenugha 
Centre for Arts and Creativity, 
explain further that the campaign is 
aimed at mindset shift and educating 
students on why it’s unethical 
and unacceptable to cheat during 
examination, the consequences of  
such malpractice and how to prepare 
adequately for examination so as to 
avoid the temptation to cheat and the 
campaign will also be using social 
media platforms such as WhatsApp 
Messenger, Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter to get the message across 
to the students in Nigeria.

Commending the Commissioner, 
the Lawmaker, represent Anoacha/
Dunukofia/Njikoka Federal 
Constituency at National Assembly, 
Honourable Dozie Nwankwo, said 
the campaign is an initiative that 
focuses on curbing the menace of  
examination malpractice among 
students which has become an order 
of  the day in our secondary schools 
and across campuses of  the nation 
which contributed immensely to a 
trendeous declining of  the quality of  
education in the country.

He noted that a Bill to checkmate 
the activities in Schools is before the 
House of  Representative.

On her part, the former Senior 
Assistant to Governor Willie Obiano, 
on Secondary School Monitoring, 
Hon. Dame Mbekwe, expressed 

deep appreciation for the initiative.
She said the campaign is timely 

and became absolutely necessary 
due to the rising number of  offenders 
during examinations.

On their seperate interview, 
the State Commissioner for Youth 
Development, Mr. Patrick Agha-
Mba, Hon. Ike Cubanna, Special 
Adviser to Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo, on Youth Empowerment 
Programmes, Dr. Obinna Nelson 
Omenugha, ASATU President, 
Barrister Titus Akpordo and APGA 
aspirant for 2023 election, Hon. 
Amandi Emeh, says the campaign 
will bring a drastic reduction of  
involving in any form of  examination 
malpractice and other criminalities 
among students in schools.

Anambra: Gov Soludo 
swears-in Commissioner, 
3 special advisers
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
he Anambra State Governor, 
Professor Chukwuma Soludo, 
on Monday, swore-in one 

Commissioner and three Special Advisers.
The swearing took place at the 

Anambra State International Convention 
Centre, and was witnessed by other Exco 
members.

News Echo reports that the four 
new exco members are Barrister Sly 
Ezeokenwa, Commissioner for Special 
Duties, Mr Bob-Manuel Udokwu, Special 
Adviser on Leisure, Entertainment 
and Tourism, Dr Nelson Omenugha, 
Special Adviser on Youth Empowerment 
Programme, and Barrister Tobechukwu 
Nweke, Special Adviser on Legal Matters.

Governor Soludo, while addressing 
the newly sworn in exco members, urged 
them to be diligent in the discharge of  
their duties, as they were carefully chosen 
because they posses special qualities to 
deliver in their various assignments.

He urged them to work as a team to 
enable the purpose-driven agenda of  his 
administration be actualized in full.

Mrs Atuche Kate Chiatogu and family after her award conferment as Worthy Mother 
during the mothering Sunday at Immaculate catholic parish Orji Owerri.

Enugu House of Assembly aspirant donates 800 bags of cement 
to Adoration Ministry, assures of quality representation

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

Igbo-Eze council area,” he said.
Responding, the Spiritual 

Director of  Okunerere Adoration 
Ministry, Rev. Fr. Paul Obayi, said 
that the ministry was overwhelmed 
with joy that Odumegwu with 
faith was bent on fulfilling and had 
fulfilled the promise he made to the 
ministry.

According to Obayi, 
notwithstanding the present 
hardship especially cost of  cement 
in the market, Odumegwu you 
decided to make God’s house 
priority.

“Because you have done this 
and not held back even in hardship; 
the great God we serve will surely 
grant your heart desires.

“With your passion in helping 
the Church, state, community and 
people around you; God in his 
infinite mercy will surely lift you up 
as you have lifted others,” he said.

It would be recalled that 
Odumegwu is a foundation 
member of  PDP and had sacrificed 
a lot both in cash, kind and 
membership drive for the growth 
and popularity of  the party in all 
nooks and crannies of  Enugu State 
and beyond.

The philanthropist single 
handedly renovated all police 
stations and police area command 
headquarters in the state between 
2017 and 2019.

Teenagers in police net for defiling two 
year old twin babies in Rivers State

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

option of  rushing to the police to 
make entry that led to the arrest of  
the suspects.

She further explained that the 
suspects were released and re-
arrested after a human Rights Group 
petitioned the police.

Mrs Clement is now appealing to 
the authority to ensure that justice is 
served to deter future occurrence.

Meanwhile the Centre for 
Basic Rights Protection and 
Accountability Campaign through 
their legal Adviser, Charles Edwin 
has commended the Commissioner 
of  Police, Friday Eboka for making 
sure that the suspects were re-
arrested.

They also called for thorough 
investigation into the incident to 
determine the culpability of  the 
suspects.

The suspects have been 
transferred to Human Rights desk 
at Rivers State Police headquarters, 
Moscow road Port Harcourt.
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T
he Supreme Court 
has voided the 
participation of  Andy 

Uba in the last governorship 
election in Anambra State 
as the candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

A five-member panel of  
the court held in a judgment 
on Tuesday, that the APC 
breach its guidelines for 
the conduct of  primaries 
and thus, failed to conduct 
valid primary from which 
Uba emerged as the party’s 
candidate in the Anambra 
governorship election.

The Supreme Court 
affirmed the February 23, 

2022 judgment of  the Court 
of  Appeal, which upheld the 
December 20, 2021 judgment 
by Justice Inyang Ekwo of  
the Federal High Court, 
Abuja.

In the December 20, 
2021 judgment, Justice Ekwo 
held among others that Uba 
was never a candidate in the 
election held on November 6, 
2021 having emerged from an 

Supreme Court voids Andy Uba’s participation 
in Anambra Gov’ship Election

By Ikenna Orioha

torture, he was locked up 
in their cell not minding his 
plea to call his Commanding 
Officer. The officer slept in 
the cell till the next day”. 

“For the sensitive office 
the officer is holding, his 
disappearance became 
alarming to every office 
in the Base and they were 
suspecting kidnapping. 
Hence, a search party was 
organized. When all efforts 
made to trace his whereabout 
proved abortive, his phone 
was tracked and the result led 
the team to the Civil Defence 
Headquarters Owerri”. 

The police said on 
arrival, “The team of  
Policemen made enquiries 
to confirm if  there was any 

Police officer detained in their 
custody. The Civil Defence 
Personnel became hostile, 
ordering them to leave or 
they will shoot them. When 
the Police insisted, they 
started shooting into the air. 
The Mobile Police Officers 
sensing danger, professionally 
used minimal force to defend 
themselves by using teargas. 
Hence, the Civil Defence 
Personnel scampered for 
safety and in the process the 
Police Superintendent was 
rescued gallantly from their 
custody leaving nobody hurt 
or injured.”

 The police made it clear 
that according to the ethics 
of  the Force, “whenever 
any member of  the Force 

is arrested by any Security 
Agency, it is mandatory that 
the arrested personnel’s office is 
immediately informed, which 
is the standard practice”.

According to the police 
“It is laughable that a very 
Senior Police Officer of  the 
rank of  a Superintendent 
was arrested and detained 
for over Twenty-Four (24) 
hours by the Civil Defence 
Corps, Imo Command and the 
Commandant never deemed 
it necessary to inform the 
Commissioner of  Police as 
required by law, more so, when 
the victim pleaded for them 
to allow him put a call to his 
Commanding Officer or the 
Commissioner of  Police”.

NewsEcho gathered 

that, the officer is presently 
on admission at the Police 
Medical Centre, Amakohia.

The Commissioner of  
Police, Imo Command, CP 
Mohammed Ahmed Barde, 
psc+ while commending 
Imolites for their unalloyed 
support, pleaded for calm and 
appealed to Imolites to go 
about their lawful businesses 
without fear of  harassment. 
He then directed the Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police in-
charge of  State Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(SCIID) to commence detailed 
investigation into the remote 
cause of  the incident, promising 
that, at the conclusion of  
investigation the outcome will 
be made public.

News
Imo police debunks news of the command’s attack 
on Civil Defence, states facts of the incident

Loss of  over 150 
persons: Abaezi 
Community 
accuses 
military for 
allegedly 
igniting 
explosion 

T
he grieving indigenes of  Abaezi 
autonomous community 
of  Ohaji/Egbema local 

government area of  Imo State, have 
accused the Nigeria Military of  
igniting the unfortunate oil explosion 
that left over 150 persons dead with 
more than 200 burning beyond 
recognition.

The people confided that one of  
the valid reasons the soldiers allegedly 
opened fire at the victims without any 
provocation at the oil bunkering site 
was because they (victims) failed to 
settle the military as usual, regretting 
that the army and the police have 
been prowling at the youth of  the oil 
producing communities of  Ohaji/
Egbema and Oguta especially those 
who agitate for their rights and benefits 
accrued from their oil resources.

Some of  the Abaezi people who 
anonymously spoke to journalists who 
visited the scene, expressed bitterness 
how the military after allegedly 
opening fire at the victims who did not 
fight them back did not come out to 
tell the people and the government of  
their involvement in the unwarranted 
death of  the victims, stressing that 
“merchants come to Abaezi Forest to 
buy raw crude oil, take the products to 
their various local refining sites where 
the products are refined and sold to 
patiently waiting buyers, pointing out 
that some government officials and 
security personnel are all allegedly 
involved in the illegal oil bunkering 
business.

“The military and the police 
are posted to militarize and secure 
the oil facilities at the oil producing 
communities of  Ohaji/Egbema. Our 
people suffer adversely in the hands 
of  security personnel who are paid 
with our money to protect lives and 
properties. The military are not better 
than our youths in any way. They 
should stop killing us. Government 
should critically look into the illicit 
activities of  the army and the police 
at the oil rich region of  Imo State. 
Otherwise the people may be forced to 
take laws into their own hands”, the 
people maintained.

The eyewitnesses reiterated  that 
the bunkers have been settling the 
military and the police heavily, but 
it appeared that on the tragic day 
the bunkers were unable to comply, 
a development they said might have 
infuriated the military to open fire 
at them while in the illegal oil site, 
igniting fire that consumed the souls 
and burnt scores to near death.

“Huge money has been made from 
the oil bunkering business, reducing 
crime, insecurity and poverty”, they 
added, saying those who died  in the oil 
explosion on Friday at Abaezi Forest 
were breadwinners of  their families 
who were denied empowerment 
opportunities by government and the 
oil producing companies operating at 
the oil rich region.

illegally conducted primary 
election held by the APC.

Justice Ekwo held that the 
plaintiff, in the case marked: 
FHC/ABJ/CS/648/201, 
George Moghalu (an APC 
aspirant for the election) 
succeeded in proving that the 
APC did not conduct a valid 
primary election from which 
Uba claimed to have emerged 
as the party’s candidate.

Y
esterday the residents 
of  Owerri witnessed 
sporadic gunshots 

along the Okigwe/Owerri 
express road in the late hours 
of  the day when the state 
was supposedly observing the 
Monday sit at home excercise.

The  news of  the incident 
spread across the social 
media as some thought that 
the unknown gunmen were 
responsible while information 
came that the police and its 
sister agency, the Civil Defence 
were having a face off  that led 
to them exchanging gunshots.

The Imo state police 
command has come to refute 
the claim, stating the obvious 
facts about the unfortunate 
incident.

In a statement signed by 
the state police PPRO, CPP 
Mike Abattam disclosed 
that the social media caption 
“Police Attack Civil Defence 
Personnel in Imo State” is 
false and not the true situation.

“The Command view this 
with all seriousness and sees 
it as a calculated attempt to 
dent the robust synergy the 
Command is enjoying with 
other Security Agencies in the 
state since the assumption of  
office by the Commissioner 
of  Police, CP Mohammed 
Ahmed Barde, psc+”

“The true facts of  the 
incident that occurred on 
the 25/4/2022 at about 1630 
hours, in the Civil Defense 
Corps Office, was that on 
24/4/2022 at about 2010 
hours, a Police Superintendent 
Ezenwanne Nonso, a 
Mobile Police Officer and 
the Armament Officer of  
No. 18 Mobile Police Force, 
Owerri,  was driving in his 
car heading to Imo Police 
Command Headquarters on 
an assignment, on reaching 
Control Post Round About, 
there was a heavy traffic Jam, 
where drivers were trying 
to maneuver their vehicles 
to free themselves from the 
traffic.  While the officer 
was trying to make way for 
himself, the Civil Defence 
Personnel who alighted from 
his rear, hit the Police Officer’s 
vehicle violently, shouting 
and ordering him to remove 
his vehicle from the road. 
He replied the Civil Defence 
Officer that he is equally 
trying to see how he can free 
himself  from the traffic, only 
for the Civil Defence Officer 
to slap him hard on his face 
calling him a stupid man. At 
that point he alighted from his 
vehicle, introducing himself  
as a Police Superintendent 
serving at Police Mobil Base, 
Owerri. It was as if  he angered 
him the more and he gave 
him another slap and others 
joined in beating him. The 
police officer then brought out 
his phone to put a call to his 
Commanding Officer but they 
seized the phone, rushed into 
their vehicle and zoomed off ”. 

“The police officer had to 
manage and followed them to 
their office. On getting there, 
he demanded for his phone, 
but they refused rather they 
dragged him into their office, 
beat him up and seized his 
service pistol. After much 

Gov Soludo speaking during his condolence visit in Igbo-Ukwu, Anambra 
State as Chukwuemeka Ezeife watches on

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

By Grace Ofurum

A 
pro-democracy group, 
Nigerians For Truth 
(NFT) has warned 

former Nigerian President, 
Goodluck Jonathan 
against contesting the 2023 
presidency, as it is designed by 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC) to disgrace him.

The group in a statement 
released in Umuahia by 
its Chairman, Chief  Abel 
Ogbaka, said sworn enemies 
of  Jonathan are the brains 
behind the call for the ex-
President to join the 2023 race.

The group which 
bemoaned the poor 

management of  Nigeria’s 
economy and security 
systems, said Nigeria was 
on the verge of  attaining 
an enviable height in 
development in 2015 before  
Goodluck Jonathan was 
allegedly schemed out of  
power by people who never 
meant well for the country.

Chief  Ogbaka advised 
Jonathan to concentrate on 
his international peace duties 
and to shun every deceitful 
lure of  returning to Aso Rock.

“When Nigeria’s 
economy was becoming the 
first in Africa in 2015 and 
bandits were being dealt 
heavy blow, enemies of  the 
country conspired against 

him and gave Nigerians 
APC. The same people are 
now tricking him to contest 
again.”

“We are here as a pro-
democracy organisation to 
warn our former President, 
Goodluck to reject the 
invitation to contest 2023 
polls. They are out to disgrace 
him. They are afraid of  his 
records and that is why they 
want to rubbish him”, said 
Chief  Ogbaka.

Rather than contest, NFT 
advised the ex-President to 
continue his intercontinental 
peace efforts which has 
earned him the position 
of  a true democrat, after 
conceding defeat in 2015.

APC will betray you with fake presidential 
offer, group warns Jonathan
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The group further urged 
Nigerians to look beyond 
PDP and APC in choosing the 
President of  Nigeria in 2023 
general polls as according 
to it, “there are quality and 
prepared administrators in 
other political parties which 
can deliver Nigeria from her 
present quagmire.”

It would be recalled that 
Jonathan while addressing a 
group of  his supporters last 
week, indicated that he may 
contest the 2023 Presidency.

“Yes, you are calling me 
to come and declare for next 
election. I cannot tell you I am 
declaring; the political process 
is ongoing, just watch out”, he 
told his supporters in Abuja.



he United States Tvowed Tuesday to 
move “heaven and 

earth” to help Ukraine win 
its battle against Russia's 
unprovoked invasion, as 
allies from 40 nations met to 
bolster Kyiv's defence 
against Moscow. 

The meeting called by 
the US at its Ramstein 
airbase in southwestern 
Germany aims “to help 
Ukraine win the fight against 
Russia's unjust invasion and 
to build up Ukraine's 
defences for tomorrow's 
challenges”, said Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin as he 
opened the talks. 

wo years into the Tpandemic, China's 
resurgent Covid-19 

o u t b r e a k  h a s  r e v i v e d 
questions about how the 
country counts deaths from 
the virus, with persistently 
low fatalities despite rising 
cases.

Shanghai, China's largest 
city, has logged 190 deaths 
among more than 520,000 
infections in nearly two 
months — a fraction of  the 
rate in outbreaks fuelled by 
the Omicron variant in other 
parts of  the world.

The figures have been 
trumpeted by the ruling 
Communist Party as proof  
i t s  s t r i c t  z e r o - C o v i d 
pandemic approach works, 
but experts say the data 
alone does not tell the whole 
story.

Shanghai, the hardest-hit 
city in China's current 
coronavi r us  wave,  has 
logged a case fatality rate 
(CFR) of  0.036 percent — 36 
deaths per 100,000 people 
infected since March 1.

China had wres t led 
domestic infections down to 
a trickle before the latest 
outbreak but, even so, the 
death toll is low compared 

with other countries lauded 
as Covid-19 success stories.

“I f  Shanghai  had a 
similar CFR to New Zealand 
— 0.07 percent in its current 
Omicron outbreak — then it 
would have seen more than 
300 deaths,” Michael Baker, 
professor of  public health at 
the University of  Otago in 
New Zealand, told AFP.

China has  recorded 
fewer than 5,000 deaths from 
Covid-19, despite logging 
nearly 200,000 symptomatic 
cases and more than 470,000 
asymptomatic cases since 
the start of  the pandemic.

Countries have used 
different methodologies to 
i d e n t i f y  a n d  c o u n t 
c o r o n a v i r u s  d e a t h s , 
h o w e v e r ,  m a k i n g 
comparisons difficult.

India, with a comparable 
population to China's 1.4 
billion, officially reported 
520,000 Covid deaths after a 
devastating outbreak swept 
the country last year — 
though a forthcoming World 
Health Organization study 
reportedly puts the actual 
toll at four million.

Paul Tambyah, president 
of  the Asia Pacific Society of  
Clinical Microbiology and 

I n f e c t i o n ,  s a i d  s o m e 
countries with high tolls 
s u c h  a s  B r i t a i n  h av e 
regularly recorded anyone 
who dies within 28 days of  a 
positive coronavirus test as a 
Covid death.

A WHO spokesperson 
said the organisation had 
h e l d  “ e x t e n s i v e 
consu l ta t ions  wi th  a l l 
countries” on death data, 
w i t h o u t  c o m m e n t i n g 
specifically on China.

One explanation for the 
low toll is that China may be 
“ v e r y  s t r i c t  a b o u t 
classification of  Covid-
related deaths”, Tambyah 
told AFP.

C h i n a ' s  h e a l t h 
commission told AFP its toll 
counts virus-infected people 
w h o  d i e  w i t h o u t  f i r s t 
recovering from Covid.

That leaves open the 
possibility of  patients with 
under ly ing  cond i t ions 
aggravated by the virus being 
excluded from the toll if  they 
die of  those conditions after 
meeting the official criteria 
for Covid recovery.

Another factor could be 
China's policy of  aggressive 
mass testing, which may 
uncover more infections 

than countries such as India 
t h a t  h a v e  f a c e d  t e s t 
shortages.

“The chances of  you 
f i n d i n g  p o s i t i v e  b u t 
asymptomatic and mild 
c a s e s  a r e  ve r y  h i g h ,” 
statistically pushing down 
the overall death rate, Leong 
Hoe Nam, an infectious 
d i s e a s e  s p e c i a l i s t  a t 
S i n g a p o r e ' s  M o u n t 
Elizabeth Novena Hospital, 
told AFP.

But even so, “there is 
always a lag between cases 
b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d 
reported, and people getting 
sick and dying from this 
infection,” added Baker.

The fatalities from the 
Wuhan outbreak at the 
beginning of  the pandemic 
were later revised upwards 
by 50 percent by Chinese 
authorities.

P r a b h a t  J h a ,  a n 
epidemiology professor at 
the University of  Toronto, 
said the overall toll from the 
current outbreak could be “a 
very large number” due to 
the large number of  under-
vaccinated elderly, and 
vaccines with lower efficacy 
rates.

“ U k r a i n e  c l e a r l y  
believes that it can win and 
so does everyone here,” he 
added. 

The US is already the 
b i g g e s t  s u p p l i e r  o f  
international military aid to 
Ukraine and Austin said 
Washington is “going to 
keep moving heaven and 
earth so that we can meet” 
Kyiv's needs.

At the talks, German 
Defence Minister, Christine 
Lambrecht, said Berlin has 
agreed to give the go-ahead 
to the delivery of  used 
Gepard anti-aircraft tanks to 
Ukraine. 

The move towards 

heavy weapons deliveries 
marked a turning point from 
Germany's timid backing for 
K y i v  w h i c h  h a s  p u t  
Chancellor Olaf  Scholz 
under fire at home and 
abroad. 

Lambrecht admitted 
that the Bundeswehr's 
weapons stocks are limited, 
but said it will turn to the 
inventory of  Germany's 
armaments manufacturers. 

“Ukraine orders and 
Germany pays,” she said. 

Kyiv has been asking for 
heavy artillery and tanks to 
repel Russian forces trying 
to seize complete control of  
its vast southern plains and 

the eastern region of  
Donbas. 

But the Russian-made 
e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i c h  
Ukrainians have been 
trained to use, is now rare. 

Some countries in 
eastern Europe which still 
had stocks have sent them to 
K y i v,  s o m e t i m e s  i n  
e x c h a n g e  f o r  n e w e r  
generation US equipment. 

Austin had held a press 
conference on Monday at a 
Polish warehouse stacked 
h i g h  w i t h  t o n n e s  o f  
humanitarian and military 
aid ready to be packed onto 
trucks bound for Ukraine. 

Next to the pallets of  

medica l  mater ia l  and 
diapers were hundreds of  
Russian-made shells and 
r o c k e t s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
countries that prefer to 
remain discreet on their 
participation in arming 
Ukraine.

Outside the warehouse, 
seven vehicles  towing 
howitzers with a range of  30 
kilometres (18 miles) were 
awaiting transfer. They were 
parked in front of  hundreds 
of  pallets of  carefully packed 
s h e l l s  a n d  v a r i o u s  
ammunitions. 

B u t  a l l  t h a t  i s  
i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  
Washington, which had in 
the beginning limited its 
deliveries to so-called 
“defensive” weapons, has 
started to send heavy US-
made arms, like howitzer 
c a n n o n s  a n d  va r i o u s  
armoured vehicles. 

The US is “engaging 
our colleagues in other 
countries for the same type 
of  capability, and we see 
indications early on that… 
many countries are going to 
come forward and provide 
additional munitions and 
howitzers,” said Austin. 

France is delivering 

witter founder, Jack TDorsey has given the 
r e a s o n  t h e 

microblogging app was sold 
to billionaire, Elon Musk.

Musk on Monday night 
reached an agreement to buy 
Twitter for approximately 
$44 billion.

The 50-year-old acquired 
the company at $54.20 a 
share, the same price named 
in his initial offer on April 14.

Giving reason for selling 
Twitter, Jack said Elon Musk 
is  the only solut ion to 
achieving the purpose of  
Twitter being run for the 
public good.

According to him, he 
trusts Elon's goal of  creating 
a platform that is “maximally 
t r u s t e d  a n d  b r o a d l y 
inclusive”.

His tweets read, “I love 
Twitter. Twitter is the closest 
thing we have to global 
consciousness. The idea and 
service is all that matters to 
me, and I will do whatever it 
takes to protect both. Twitter 

as a company has always 
been my sole issue and my 
biggest regret. It has been 
owned by Wall Street and the 
ad model. Taking it back 
from Wall Street is the 
correct first step.

“In principle, I don't 
believe anyone should own 
or run Twitter. It wants to be 
a public good at a protocol 
level, not a company. Solving 
the problem of  it being a 
company, however, Elon is 
the singular solution I trust. I 
trust his mission to extend 
the light of  consciousness.

“Elon's goal of  creating a 
platform that is “maximally 
t r u s t e d  a n d  b r o a d l y 
inclusive” is the right one. 
This is also @paraga's goal, 
and why I chose him.

“Thank you both for 
getting the company out of  
an impossible situation. This 
is the right path…I believe it 
with all my heart.”

Jack assured that Twitter 
will continue to serve the 
public conversation.

Caesar cannons with a range 
of  40 kilometres and Britain 
has provided Starstreak anti-
air missiles and tanks. 

The meeting is also 
aimed at ensuring Ukraine's 
security in the longer term 
once the war is over. 

“Ukraine needs our 
help to win today and they 
will still need our help when 
the war is over,” noted 
Austin. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  o n  
Tuesday is not being held 
under the auspices of  
NATO, but the alliance's 
m e m b e r s  i n c l u d i n g  
Washington's European 
allies are in attendance. 

A l s o  p r e s e n t  a r e  
countries further afield like 
Japan or Australia, which 
fear that a Russian victory in 
U k r a i n e  c o u l d  s e t  a  
precedent and spur on the 
territorial ambitions of  
China. 

Finland and Sweden, 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  n e u t r a l  

countries now looking at 

joining NATO following 

Russia 's  aggression in 

Ukraine,  are  l ikewise  

participating. 
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 man said to be a 

Amortuary attendant 
has been arrested in 

Abeokuta, the Ogun State 
capital, for cutting off  the 
head of  a deceased boy.

The  man,  who was 
iden t i f i ed  as  Kush imo 
Lukman, was arrested by 
men of  the Ogun State 
Government-owned security 
outfit, the So-Safe Corps on 
Tuesday morning.

The So-Safe Corps said 
t h e  s u s p e c t  w a s  “ a n 
a c c l a i m e d  m o r t u a r y 
attendant working with 
MABOD at Oke-Yidi, Abule 
Oloni, Abeokuta.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
spokesman, Moruf  Yusuf, 
Lukman, who resides at 9, 
Abule Oloni, Oke Yidi, 
Abeokuta, was arrested by 
officers of  the agency, while 
on routine patrol.

He was apprehended 
“after he had beheaded the 

he Department of  TS t a t e  S e r v i c e s 
(DSS) has drawn 

the public's attention to 
plans by criminal elements 
to return the country to the 
pre-2015 era reminiscent 
of  IED attacks on soft and 
hard targets in parts of  the 
country. This was revealed 
in a statement today by the 
Public Relations Officer, 
Depar tment  of  S ta te 
Services Peter Afunanya, 
a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Headquarters in Abuja.  
The statement further 
revealed that though there 
were already reported 
cases of  such incidents in 
some areas, the Service 
had uncovered a ploy by 
suspected criminal gangs 
to forge an alliance among 
themselves with a view to 

launching further attacks 
on critical infrastructure 
and other frequented 
public places like worship 
and relaxation centres, 
especially during and after 
the holidays and festive 
c e l e b r a t i o n s .  T h e 
statement advised patrons, 
owners and managers of  
aforementioned public 
places to be wary of  this 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
implement basic security 
measures to deter the 
threats. It added that the 
Director General of  the 
DSS Yusuf  Magaji Bichi 
and his team are residents 
are committed to the 
disruption of  this trend 
and pattern of  violent 
attacks in partnership with 
it will continue to partner 
w i t h  o t h e r  s e c u r i t y 

agencies. The statement 
enjoined all to go about 
their lawful businesses and 
share, with security and 
law enforcement agencies, 
useful information on the 
activities of  criminals.

he Kaduna Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
apprehended five 

suspects  for  cr iminal 
conspiracy, armed robbery 
and theft of  a tanker 
loaded with 40,000 litres 
of  PMS.

T h e  P P R O,  A S P 
Mohammed Jalige, in a 
statement, explained that 
on the 19th April, 2022 at 
about 1000hrs the Kaduna 
Police Command received 
a complaint through the 

Area Commander Jere 
Area Office to fact that the 
complainant one Bakura 
Bukar 'M' of  Mararaban 
Jos, Kaduna on the 16th 
April, 2022 entrusted his 
truck with Reg.No BAM 
02 XA loaded with 40,000 
litres of  PMS valued at six 
million two hundred and 
eight thousand naira (N6, 
208,000.00) to his driver 
for onward delivery from 
Lagos to Kaduna.

It added that on the 
18th April, 2022 at 
about  2300hrs  a t 
Issah U-turn along 
A b u j a  –  K a d u n a 
road, the driver had a 
flat tyre and have to 
pull off  the road in 
order to replace the 
deflated tyre.

The s tatement 
explained, “Three 
unknown persons 
came in a sedan car 
and attacked him and 
his motor boy. They 
took and tied them in 
a nearby bush. The 
victims later struggled 
and free themselves 
and returned to the 
road and discovered 
that the truck load of  
PMS have been taken 
away to an unknown 

destination, hence the 
report.”

He said that with the 
strength of  the report, the 
Commissioner of  Police 
K a d u n a  C o m m a n d 
ordered for a full scale 
investigation into the 
matter as detectives were 
immediately detailed and 
swung into action with a 
view to apprehending the 
culprits.

He explained that the 
team acted on intelligence 
and succeeded in arresting 
three suspects namely; 
H a b i b u  M o h a m m e d , 
Halilu Mohammed and 
I s a  M o h a m m e d  i n 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
offences, stressing that 
fu r the r  inves t i ga t ion 
revealed that two filling 
stations were used in 
d i s p o s i n g  t h e  s t o l e n 
products.

The statement stated 
that the operators of  the 
said filling stations who 
are strong collaborators of  
the crime were equally 
apprehended namely; Isa 
Yusuf, Sutajo Lawal and 
Stephen Habila.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
operatives pushed the 
process of  investigation 
further and also recovered 

the operational vehicle of  
the criminals, one (1) Jack 
knife and the stolen fuel 
truck as well as the PMS 
p r o d u c t ,  s ay i n g  t h a t 
meanwhile, the suspects 
have since confessed to 
have been a syndicate who 
are notorious for such act 
and are currently assisting 
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
investigation.

“They  wi l l  a l l  be 
c h a r ge d  t o  c o u r t  o n 
comple t ion  o f  same. 
However a del iberate 
effort by the Command is 
g e a r e d  t o w a r d s 
apprehending  a l l  the 
r e m a i n i n g  s y n d i c a t e 
members as well as their 
collaborators if  any in 
order to prevent future 
occurrence,” he assured.

The commissioner of  
Po l i ce  CP Yek in i  A. 
Ayoku, cal led on the 
petroleum tanker drivers 
association (PTD) to take 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e 
Command's designated 
emergency contacts to 
report any break down of  a 
tanker along the road so 
tha t  a  nearby  Po l i ce 
f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e 
contacted for security 
coverage through the 
period of  repair.

corpse of  a male minor at the 
O k e  Yi d i  c e m e t e r y  i n 
Abeokuta.”

Yusuf  told newsmen 
that the suspect confessed 
during interrogation that 
“the beheaded corpse was 
brought to the cemetery from 
the Federal Medical Centre 
FMC, Abeokuta, after he 
died due to complications 
from a kidney disease.”

The suspect was quoted 
to have said that “the parents 
of  the boy, who came from 
Ibadan, sought his assistance 
as a mortuary attendant to 
get the body buried,” adding 
that “he buried the boy's 
body inside the cemetery, in 
the presence of  his parents at 
about 19:00hrs on Monday.”

However, the suspect 
was said to have later gone 
back to the cemetery at 6 am 
on Tuesday, “to severe the 
head of  the buried boy, and 
he was caught after a fierce 

f ight  wi th  the  So-Safe 
o f f i c e r s ,  w h o  l a t e r 
overpowered him.”

Yusuf  added that the 
suspect “confessed that the 
fresh head was requested for 
by one Chief  Ifalonishe 
(AKA Lanroye) at the rate of  
N50, 000,” saying “it was 
supposed to be delivered to 
him at a designated point 
within Abeokuta.”

Meanwhile, the state 
Commander of  the corps, 
Soji Ganzallo, has ordered 
the operation department of  
the corps to ensure that the 
a c c o m p l i c e s  a r e 
apprehended and brought to 
book alongside his numerous 
clients.

It was learnt that the 
suspect has been handed 
over to the Ogun State Police 
C o m m a n d ,  E l e w e r a n , 
A b e o k u t a ,  f o r  f u r t h e r 
investigation and likely 
prosecution.

Cr   me Watch
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Mortuary attendant decapitates dead body, sells head at N50, 000

DSS draws public alert on renewed
bomb explosions

Suspected criminals apprehended with 40,000
litres of fuel

The mortuary attendant
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Abia Christian Community partners with 
INEC, takes Voter Registration to church

T
he Abia Christian 
community (ACC) 
said it is partnering 

with the Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to 
take voter registration 
exercises for churches 
within the state to enable 
them to get the needed 
target.

ACC commended 
prospective voters in the 
state for heeding its appeal 
to register and revalidate 
its Permanent Voters 
Cards (PVC) during the 
ongoing registration 
exercise, noting that it is 
targeting about 3 million 
registered voters at the 
end of  the exercise in early 
June this year. 

Speaking with 
journalists, the ACC, 
through one of  its major 
coordinators Hon. Ceekay 
Igara said so far the ACC 
is happy with the level of  
response by the electorate 
to the registration exercise, 
but will not release in 
pushing for its ultimate 
goal.

The ACC Coordinator 
who also doubles as the 
Chairman of  the Labour 
party in Abia and the 
Chairman of  Inter-Party 
Advisory Council of  
Nigeria (IPAC), Abia State 
Chapter said that moving 
to the churches will ensure 
that more prospective 
voters are captured before 
the end of  the exercise.

According to him, the 
pilot scheme of  the church 
registration exercise will 
commence this week at 
some churches in Aba.

He added that they are 
leaving no stone unturned 
in their quest for Abia 
people to equip themselves 
with the PVC in readiness 
for the divine assignment 
of  liberating the state 
from all forms of  bondage, 
Maladministration, and 

corruption and misrule.
He said, “It is not 

enough for the people 
to be mourning the sad 
situation in the state. They 
have to take practical 
steps towards effecting the 
needed change.

“As far as we know, 
under this situation, the 
best practical step is to 
make sure that you have 
the instrument of  change, 
which is the PVCs. I must 
confess that from our 
findings so far, the people 
are ready.”

He tasked the Abia 
electorate to get their 
PVCs in readiness for 
the divine assignment 
of  liberating the state 
from the serial leadership 
failure currently afflicting 
it and expressed the 
optimism that by the time 

that come 2023 general 
elections the people will 
decide for the first time 
since 1999 the direction 
the state will go.” Hon. 
Igara noted.

Igara however while 
commending the Abia 
electorate for making 
themselves available for 
registration, also appealed 
to Igbos across the nation 
to do the same as that is 
the only way to prove 
some detractors who have 
been holding the wrong 
belief  that Igbos don’t have 
enough voting strength.

“You see some 
mischievous people have 
been going about selling 
the erroneous idea that 
Igbos don’t have the voting 
strength. But the truth of  
the matter is that all over 
the country, among the 
indigenous people in any 
state the Igbos are the 
highest in number. 

“But this numerical 
strength has not been 
made to count during 
elections simply because 
of  the nonchalant attitude 
of  the people towards 
registration exercise and 
actual voting. 

“We are therefore 
appealing strongly to 
Igbos where ever they 
may be residing to go and 
register as that is the only 
way they can realize their 
political aspirations” Hon. 
Igara advised.

The ACC comprises 
among other groups, the 
Christian Association of  
Nigeria (CAN), Africa 
In Praise Network 
(APNET), Nigerian 
Christian Graduate 
Forum (NCGF), Aba 
Elders Forum (AEF) and 
Pentecostal Fellowship 
of  Nigeria (PFN) had 
on February 6, 2022, at 
a special prayer session 
held at Aba seek God’s 
intervention in the myriad 
of  challenges facing Abia 
State.

the exercise will come to 
an end by the first week 
of  June, about 3 million 
prospective voters would 
have registered.

“So far we are pleased 
with the level of  response to 
our appeal by Abia voters. 
We have been monitoring 
the registration exercise 
since it commenced and 
our findings revealed that 
at each of  the registration 
centres in the 17 local 
councils of  the state, about 
150 people are registered 
daily. 

“What this means is 
that we are hopeful of  
recording almost 3 million 
prospective voters at the 
end of  the exercise. This 
is a complete departure 
from the old attitude of  
our people during such 
exercise. 

From Nonye Udumiri,  
Aba

“Their nonchalant 
attitude in the past to issues 
concerning registration 
and actual voting has been 
the major reason why 
we continue to have bad 
leadership in the state. 

“This is because, when 
the people refuse to register 
and vote, the cabal which 
has been holding down the 
state will capitalize on the 
situation to rig themselves 
into power, and continue 
plundering the state. 

“But with the awareness 
we have created among the 
voters and their positive 
response so far, coupled 
with the new Electoral 
Act it will not be business 
as usual.

“If  the people continue 
to avail themselves of  
this voters registration 
exercise, I can assure you 

...Targets 3 million votes during exercise

Igara



Beijing expands mass testing as lockdown fears grow
eijing on Tuesday Bl a u n c h e d  m a s s  
coronavirus testing 

for nearly all its 21 million 
residents, as fears grew that 
the Chinese capital may be 
placed under a strict 
lockdown like Shanghai.

Under its zero-Covid 
policy, China has used 
lockdowns, mass testing 
and travel restrictions to 
stamp out infections.

I t s  b i g g e s t  c i t y,  
Shanghai, has been almost 
entirely locked down for 
weeks, and the mass 
testing order in Beijing has 
sparked worries the capital 

n  a r m e d  m a n 

Aopened fire in a 
kindergarten on 

Tuesday in Russia's central 
Ulyanovsk region, leaving 
at least four people dead, 
local authorities said. 

“Two children and a 
teacher were killed, a junior 
teacher was injured — she 
i s  r e c e i v i n g  m e d i c a l 
treatment,” the region's 
g o v e r n o r  A l e x e y 
R u s s k h i k h  s a i d  o n 
Telegram.

The shoot ing took 
place in the “Ryabinka” 
kindergarten near the town 
of  Veshkaima, he said. 

R u s s i a n  r i g h t s 
o m b u d s m a n  Ta t ya n a 
Moskalkova identified the 
shooter as local resident 
Akhtyamov Ruslan, born 
in 1996, and described him 
as “mentally ill”. 

innish President, FSauli Niinisto is in 
h o s p i t a l  f o r 

m o n i t o r i n g  d u e  t o 
“ p r o l o n ge d  C ov i d - 1 9 
symptoms,” his office said 
Tuesday.

“President Niinisto is 
feeling reasonably well and 
is continuing to work 
remotely,” the office said.

The 73-year-old head 
of  state was diagnosed with 
coronavirus on April 19, 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
postponement of  a visit to 
Nordic neighbour Norway.

The president's illness 
c o m e s  a s  F i n l a n d ' s 
politicians mull a potential 
application to join NATO, 
which would be a historic 
reversal in policy for the 
country.

F i n n s  h a v e 
traditionally been against 
j o i n i n g  t h e  We s t e r n 
mi l i tar y  a l l iance,  but 
o p i n i o n  p o l l s  h a v e 
recorded soaring support 
and even majorities in 
favour following Russia's 
invasion of  Ukraine.

Niinisto is scheduled 
to  v i s i t  ne ighbour ing 
Sweden, where the issue is 
also being debated, on May 
18, and the two countries 
are widely expected to act 
in unison.

Since the end of  the 
Cold War, the two Nordic 
nations have remained 
non-aligned, but they have 
deepened ties and are close 
par tners  wi th  NATO, 
s t o p p i n g  s h o r t  o f  
membership.

F i n l a n d ' s  P r i m e 
Minister Sanna Marin, on a 
visit to Sweden in mid-
April, said a decision on a 
membership application 
was expected “within 
weeks.”

She said on Telegram 
he used an double-barrel 
Izh-26 shotgun that was 
registered under a different 
p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  a n d 
committed suic ide by 
“shooting himself  in the 
face”. 

Moskalkova said the 
two murdered children 
were born in 2016 and 
2017. 

The owner of  the gun 
was later found dead, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  d e p u t y 
g o v e r n o r  A l e x a n d e r 
Korobko. 

L o c a l  r i g h t s 
ombudsman Sergei Lulkov 
said the shooter had “no 
links” to the murdered 
teacher and children, the 
Inter fax  news agency 
reported. 

Russia in 2021 was 
rocked by two separate 

tragic killing sprees — at a 
school in the city of  Kazan 
and at a university in Perm 
— that spurred lawmakers 
to tighten laws regulating 
access to guns.

will be placed under 
similar restrictions.

“Shanghai's situation 
h a s  g o n e  b e y o n d  
everyone's imagination, 
and many people think it's 
absurd that a modern 
metropolis… has handled 
the situation like that,” 
said Beijing resident Ms 
Zhao as she did her regular 
shopping at a supermarket.

“I believe our situation 
will not be as bad… but to 
be honest, we also bought 
some rice, noodles, grains 
and oil. We've made 
preparations for at least 
one to two weeks,” the 35-

year-old human resources 
professional told AFP.

Beijing has ordered 
residents of  the 12 central 
districts home to most of  
its population to undergo 
three rounds of  testing 
after dozens of  infections 
were found in recent days.

The capital's most 
p o p u l o u s  d i s t r i c t ,  
Chaoyang, was the first to 
order mass testing from 
Monday, with people 

S President, Joe 

UB i d e n  o n 
Tuesday wielded 

his clemency powers for 
the first time, announcing 
pardons for three people, 
including the first Black 
man to serve in the White 
House's Secret Service 
detail.

Biden also announced 
t h e  c o m mu t a t i o n  o f  
sentences for 75 others, 
mainly going to those 
serving lengthy terms for 
non-violent drug offenses.

“America is a nation of  
laws and second chances, 
r e d e m p t i o n ,  a n d 
rehabilitation,” Biden said 
in a statement.

The pardons are for 
“ p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
rehabilitation and are 
striving every day to give 
back and contribute to 
their communities,” he 
said.

O n e  r e c i p i e n t  i s 
Abraham Bolden, an 86-
year-old former member 
of  the US Secret Service 

and the f irst  African 
American to protect a 
president, joining the 
detail in John F. Kennedy's 
administration.

He was charged with 
c r i m e s  r e l a t e d  t o 
attempting to sell a copy 
of  a Secret Service file and 
convicted after two trials, 
although the White House 
says that key witnesses 
later admitted to lying. 

B o l d e n  a l w a y s 
maintained his innocence 
and said he was targeted 
“ i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r 
exposing unprofessional 
and racist behavior within 
the US Secret Service,” the 
White House said in a 
statement.

Bolden went on to win 
multiple awards for his 

a c t i v i s m  a n d 
con t r ibu t ions  to  the 
community after release 
from prison, the White 
House said.

The other two pardons 
went to a man and a 
woman convicted on drug 
charges, but who also 
went on to reform their 
lives and work with their 
communities.

The president said that 
m a n y  o f  t h e  7 5 
commutations affected 
p e o p l e  “ o n  h o m e 
confinement during the 
Covid pandemic — and 
many of  whom would 
have received a lower 
sentence if  they were 
charged with the same 
offense today.”

waiting in long lines to be 
swabbed by health workers 
in protective gear.

Eleven more districts 
began testing on Tuesday.

The testing order for 
Chaoyang sparked panic 
buying on Sunday night, 
with residents lining up at 
supermarkets with full 
carts as state media tried to 
reassure the public there 
were plentiful supplies.

Beijing residents told 

AFP they feared a repeat 
of  the sudden lockdown in 
Shanghai, where people 
have struggled to obtain 
food and medical care for 
non-Covid conditions.

S o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
compounds have been 
sealed off  in Chaoyang, 
mu c h  l i k e  p a r t s  o f  
Shanghai.

One resident of  the 
district, who declined to be 
identified for fear of  

reprisal, told AFP he felt 
“a little anxious” after 
fences were suddenly put 
up in his neighbourhood.

R e s i d e n t s  i n  h i s  
building were ordered 
Monday night to stay 
home for at least 14 days 
after one neighbour tested 
positive.

“I'm worried that if  we 
need medicine or other 
items in the future, we 
won't be able to get them 
delivered,” he said.
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Foreign News

Teacher, two children
dead in Russia kindergarten
shooting – Officials

Biden issues first pardons of presidency

Finland's president in hospital with
Covid-19
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u p e r  E a g l e s 

Smidfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi, is a major 

doubt for Nigeria's 2023 
Africa Cup of  Nations 
opening qualifying game 
against Sierra Leone as he 
will be recovering from a 
knee injury suffered in a 

o r m e r  S p o r t i n g FLisbon manager, 
J o s e  P e s e i r o  i s 

repor tedly the leading 
candidate to become the 
new head coach of  the Super 
Eagles after interim coach 
Austin Eguavoen vacated 
the position in March, 
according to reports. 

It was also learnt that 
Dutch coach, Mark Wotte 
and former Algeria coach, 
Adel Amrouche are among 
the  coaches  who have 
shown interest in the Eagles' 
job. 

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
aforementioned names, 
several top managers have 
been linked with the Eagles 
job, with former Barcelona 
manager, Ernesto Valverde, 
ex-PSG and France coach, 
Laurent Blanc, former PSV 
Eindhoven manager, Phillip 
C o c u  a n d  f o r m e r 
Sampdoria and Cagliari 
manager, Walter Zenga, all 
t o u t e d  a s  p o s s i b l e 
candidates for the vacant 
Eagles head coach position. 

The Nigeria Football 
Federation, in December 
2021, in a statement from its 

m e d i a  t e a m  t i t l e d 
' C o m m u n i q u e  o f  t h e 
meeting of  NFF Executive 
C o m m i t t e e '  e n d o r s e d 
P o r t u g u e s e  P e s e i r o 
following the termination of  
Gernot Rohr's contract 
earlier in the month.

“ A f t e r  c a r e f u l 
consideration of  a memo 
presented by Chairman of  
t h e  T e c h n i c a l  a n d 
D e v e l o p m e n t  S u b -
Committee, the Executive 
Committee endorsed a 
p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e 
appointment of  Mr Jose 
Peseiro as the new Head 
Coach of  the Super Eagles, 
following the end to the 
relationship with Mr Gernot 
Rohr,” the statement read in 
part. 

“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
committee resolved that Mr. 
A u g u s t i n e  E g u avo e n , 
named the interim Head 
Coach, will lead the Super 
Eagles to AFCON 2021 in 
Cameroon with Mr. Peseiro 
only playing the role of  
Observer.” 

There was however a 
twist as Eguavoen remained 
in charge of  the Eagles for 

the World Cup final play-
offs which Nigeria lost to 
Ghana on goal aggregate. 

Meanwhile, an official 
of  the ministry confirmed 
t h a t  Pe s e i r o ,  w h o  i n 
February said he never told 
the NFF that he would take 
over the Eagles job, is now 
the man leading the race for 
the vacant position.

“ T h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s 
insisted on a fairground for 
all coaches that apply for the 
Eagles,” the source said. 

“Four coaches are in the 
running for the job and they 
are Mark Wotte, Philip 
Cocu, Adel Amrouche, and 
the man in the mirror of  
everybody, Peseiro.” 

There are reports that 
several coaches who applied 
for  the Eagles  job are 
demanding for $55,000 with 
one of  them even asking to 
be paid $250,000 a month. 

The reports added that 
Peseiro is willing to accept 
$50,000. 

i l l a r r e a l 

Vm i d f i e l d e r , 
Francis Coquelin, 

has warned his teammates 
t h a t  L i v e r p o o l  a r e 
stronger than Bayern 
Munich.

Coquelin said that 
Villarreal would have to 
take their chances against 
Liverpool because, in two 
minutes, Jurgen Klopp's 
side could punish them.

The former Arsenal 
star gave the warning 
ahead of  Vil lar real ' s 
Champions League semi-
final first-leg tie with 
Liverpool on Wednesday 
night.

Recall that Villarreal 
will clash with Liverpool 
at Anfield after knocking 
Bayern Munich out of  the 

anchester City Mwinger,  Riyad 
Mahrez is being 

tracked by several clubs 
around Europe.

The Algerian has only 
12 months remaining on his 
contract with the Premier 
League leaders.

Despite being one of  
City's most prolific players 
this term, Mahrez is not a 
guaranteed starter, and has 
not agreed on a new deal.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
F o o t m e r c a t o ,  v i a 
SportWitness, Chelsea, 
Juventus, Barcelona, and 
o t h e r  c l u b s  a r e  a l l 

monitoring his situation.
If  Mahrez does not 

extend his deal early in the 
transfer window, City are 
likely to receive bids for his 
signature.

For his part, Mahrez is 
happy at City, but may move 
if  the club does not offer him 
a suitable extension.

Champions League last-8 
a few weeks ago.

“ T h e y  [ B a y e r n 
Munich] realised in the 
first leg because we could 
have scored three or four. I 
thought they would think: 

'Maybe we talked a bit too 
much.' But then they did 
exactly the same. So they 
didn't learn their lesson. 
And all the chances we 
didn't take in the first leg, 
we did in the second. We 
got one, and scored it. 
That is why they got 
knocked out,” Coquelin 
told the Guardian.

“But you go to the 
Al l ianz and i t ' s  s t i l l 
d i f f i cu l t ,  you  know. 
Especially when you miss 
so many chances in the 
first leg. I was a little bit … 
not scared because I was 
convinced we would have 
chances, but you do think: 
'I hope we don't regret 
this.'

“Luckily, that wasn't 
the case, but we have to 
learn from that because I 
t h i n k  L ive r p o o l  a r e 
stronger than Bayern. We 
have to take our chances 
because in two minutes, 
they can punish you. 
They're in a massive 
moment.”

The kick-off  time for 
the match is 8 pm.

Ghana in March as the 
squad failed to qualify for 
the Mundial for the first 
time in 16 years. 

According to Leicester 
City manager, Brendan 
Rodgers, Ndidi will not be 
back for the Foxes' last 
game of  the season against 

UEFA Europa Conference 
League round of  16 second 
l e g  t i e  a g a i n s t  S t a d e 
Rennais on March 17. 

The midfielder was 
ruled out for the rest of  the 
season, thereby missing the 
Eagles' Qatar 2022 World 
Cup p lay-of f s  agains t 

Southampton on May 22, 
and according to reputable 
football statistics website, 
T r a n s f e r m a r k t ,  t h e 
Nigerian will only return to 
training – not full fitness – 
on May 31. 

T h e  E a g l e s  a r e  i n 
Group A along with Sierra 

Leone, Guinea-Bissau and 
Sao Tome and Principe or 
Mauritius with the first two 
teams in the group booking 
an automatic qualification 
for the AFCON.

With the Eagles set to 
play the Leone Stars in the 
first week of  June, its most 

l i k e l y  t h e  m e r c u r i a l 
midfielder would not have 
returned from injury.

The 25-year-old last 
featured for Nigeria in their 
AFCON 2021 round of  16 
loss to Tunisia in January. 

AFCON 2023: Ndidi may miss Leone Stars clash

Ex-Sporting Lisbon coach, Peseiro,
leads race for Eagles job

UCL: Coquelin warns Villarreal teammates of
Liverpool threat

Chelsea, Juventus, Barcelona jostle
for Mahrez

NdidiNdidiNdidi

CoquelinCoquelinCoquelin

PeseiroPeseiroPeseiro
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i g e r i a  b o r n 

NCrystal  Palace 
a t t a c k i n g 

midfeild duo of  Eberechi 
Eze and Michael Olise will 
be showcasing their skills 
in Singapore come July 15 
as Palace and Liverpool 
lock horns in a pre-season 

taly defender, Giorgio IChiellini will retire 
from international 

f o o t b a l l  a f t e r  t h e 
European champions play 
a friendly against their 
S o u t h  A m e r i c a n 
counterparts Argentina at 
Wembley in June.

I t a ly ' s  f a i l u r e  t o 
qualify for this year's 
World Cup in Qatar seems 
to have hastened the 37-
y e a r - o l d  J u v e n t u s 
defender's decision, with 
the Argentina match in 
L o n d o n ,  w h e r e  t h e 
A z z u r r i  w o n  t h e 
European Championship 

last July, to be his last.
“I'll say goodbye to the 

n a t i o n a l  t e a m  a t 
Wembley, which is where 
I experienced the pinnacle 
of  my career winning the 
Euros,” Chiellini said after 
Juve's 2-1 win at Sassuolo 
in Serie A on Monday.

“ I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y 
goodbye to the Azzurri 
with a nice memory. That 
will certainly be my last 
game with Italy.”

With 116 appearances 
for the national team, 
Chiellini is joint fifth in the 
a l l - t ime  I ta ly  char t s 
alongside Andrea Pirlo, 

with only Daniele De 
Rossi, Paolo Maldini, 
Fabio Cannavaro and 
Gianluigi Buffon ahead of  
him.

The veteran centre 
back, who came on as a 
substitute for Juventus on 
Monday, has not decided 
whether to prolong his 
club career beyond this 
season, however.

“My love affair with 
Juventus is not ending, it 
will never end,” he added. 
“Of  course, from now to 
the end of  the season I do 
h a v e  t o  e v a l u a t e 
everything, talk to my 
family about what is best.

“Let's reach fourth 
place (in Serie A) first and 
win the Coppa Italia, then 
we'll sit down with my two 
families – at home and 
Juventus – to figure out 
what is best for everyone.

“It was the same last 
summer, I took time and 
d i d n ' t  s i g n  t h e  n e w 
contract until after the 
Euros. At my age, you 
can't look too far into the 
long-term, but that's only 
natural, it's all fine.”

Juve are fourth, eight 
points clear of  fifth-placed 
AS Roma,  wi th  four 
matches remaining in the 
race for a Champions 
League spot. They face 
Inter Milan in the Coppa 
Italia final on 11 May.

2011, and are returning to 
Asia for the first time since 
2017,” Liverpool said in a 
statement.

Asia and Australia 
were regular stops for 
major European clubs 
b e f o r e  t h e  C ov i d - 1 9 
pandemic, with the likes of  
Liverpool, Manchester 
U n i t e d  a n d  C h e l s e a 
attracting huge crowds for 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  a r e 
r e p o r t e d l y 

ready to rival Juventus in 
the race to sign Borussia 
D o r t m u n d  d e f e n d e r 
Manuel Akanji.

The 26-year-old has 
b e e n  a t  t h e 
Westfalenstadion since the 
s t a r t  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e 
Switzerland international 
making a  total  of  29 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  t h e 
Bundesliga and Europe 
this campaign.

However, with just over 
14 months remaining on 
his contract, Dortmund 
appear increasingly likely 
t o  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s 
struggling to retain the 
services of  a key player.

Speaking to The Hard 

igerian defender 

NCalvin Bassey has 
been chosen as 

the Men's Young Player of  
t h e  Ye a r  a t  S c o t t i s h 
Premiership club Rangers 
for the 2021/22 season.

T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 
Nigeria international was 
r e w a r d e d  f o r  h i s 
outstanding season with 
the Gers, having broken 
into the first-team set-up 
this season.

B a s s e y  w a s  a l s o 
nominated for the Overall 
Men's Player of  the Year 
Award a longs ide  Joe 
Aribo but Colombian 
striker Alfredo Morelos 
beat the Nigerian duo to 
the award.

B a s s e y  h a d  a 
breakthrough season this 
term at Rangers after 
joining the incumbent 
Scottish champions in the 
summer of  2020 on a free 
transfer from Leicester 
City U-23s.

The  Super  Eag les 
defender has played a total 
of  44 games across all 
competitions for Rangers 

t h i s  s e a s o n ,  m o s t l y 
operating at centre-back 
despite being a natural left-
back.

Bassey has quickly 
established himself  as an 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  
G i o v a n n i  v a n 

Bronckhorst's side, having 
started 40 of  the 44 games 
he played this season.

Bassey helped Rangers 
qualify for the semi-finals 
of  the 2021/22 UEFA 
Europa League as well as 
orchestrating a 114th-
minute  winning  goa l 
against Celtic in the semi-
final of  the Scottish Cup.

Tackle, journalist Rudy 
Galetti has claimed that 
the German giants expect 
to part ways with Akanji 
during the summer transfer 
window.

Naturally, United are 
allegedly regarded as a 
potential destination given 

the impending shake-up at 
O l d  Tr a f f o r d ,  w h i l e 
Juventus are also said to be 
admirers of  the player.

Akanji is eyeing up a 
new challenge, his four-
and-a-half-year spell at 
Dortmund coming since 
he departed Basel.

tour friendly of  Asia.
Liverpool and Crystal 

Palace in Singapore as part 
of  their pre-season tour the 
p r e m i e r  l e a g u e  c l u b 
revealed on Tuesday. 
V e n u e  w i l l  b e  t h e 
S i n g a p o r e  N a t i o n a l 
Stadium that will be three 

lucrative friendlies.
Eze and Olise who 

have played for England 
and France junior teams 
are yet to make a debut for 
the Senior national teams 
e ve n  a s  t h e  w i n d ow 
remains open for possible 
slot in Nigeria's senior 
national team, the Super 
Eagles.

Although Eze was 

days Liverpool would have 
faced Manchester United 
in battle of  the Reds in 
Thailand.

“The Reds previously 
visited Singapore for two 
hugely successful games in 
2001 and 2009, and an 
open training session in 

called to the England 
national team in May 2021 
ahead of  the Euro 2020 
which Italy won, he could 
not feature after bagging 
injury same day.

Olise on the other 
hand known to be very 
mobile on the pitch with 
ability to turn very quickly, 
made his debut for France 
U-21 in their 2-0 defeat of  
Faroe Islands in March 
this year.
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Olise, Eze eye Liverpool friendly in Singapore 

Italy's Chiellini set to retire from
international duty

Man Utd to battle Juventus for
Borussia Dortmund's Akanji

Eagles newbie, Bassey, wins Rangers'
Young Player award

AkanjiAkanjiAkanji

OliseOliseOlise EzeEzeEze

ChielliniChielliniChiellini BasseyBasseyBassey
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The fresh news people

rdinari ly,  a people 

Or e j o i c e ,  w h e n  o i l 
deposits  are found 

within their soil yet amidst the 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  w e a l t h , 
enormous dangers and health 
hazards are buried within. 

Fo r  i n s t a n c e,  d e s p i t e 
concer ted  e f for t s  f edera l 
government and its concerned 
Agencies and Institutions, to 
curtail oil theft, within the 
country's oil rich communities; 
its defiance is resulting in 
various degrees of  calamities; 
last weekend, over 100 people 
were reportedly burnt to 'roast' 
degrees while many others 
numbering over 200 persons are 
said to be suffering various 
degrees of  burn, after a blast at 
an illegal oil refining site in 
A b a e z i  c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Ohaji/Egbema area of  Imo 
state.

The families of  the blast 
victims are currently mourning 
their loved ones as many of  
fatalities are young men and 
young who are in their primes; 
though, many have blamed the 
rising spate of  unemployment 
a s  c a u s a t i v e  o f  t h e i r 
engagement into the illicit and 
deadly 'Oil bunkery' deal which 
has today spelt excruciating 
doom for them and irreparable 
loss to their families; But, they 
could have said 'No' to this, most 
gigantic temptation of  their life. 

Obviously, the negative 
impact of  illegal oil exploration 
o t h e r w i s e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s 
bunkering is fast becoming 
suicidal and calamitous as the 
ve s se l s  and  these  i l l ega l 
refineries, dotting the landscape 
of  the Niger Delta creeks and 
other oil producing towns in the 
Southern part of  the country, 
are very conspicuous and visible 
to be noticed, yet these illegal 
operations have been going on 
w i t h o u t  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t 
challenge from government or 
governmental institutions, 

“In furtherance of  Operation 
DAKATAR DA BARAWO, 
launched by the Nigerian Navy 
on April 1, 2022, the Service's 
unrelenting effort to check 
increasing crude oil theft and 
re la ted  ac t s  o f  economic 
sabotage has recorded more 
arrests and seizures between 
April 15-23, 2022, being the third 
week of  the operation. On April 
15, 2022, Nigerian Navy Ship 
DELTA at Warri, deactivated an 
Illegal Refining Site around Sara 
creek,” the statement reads.

“The IRS had 16 ovens, 16 
metal storage tanks and three 
wide pits filled with about 
500,000 litres of  illegally refined 
AGO, as well as 700,000 litres of  
stolen crude oil, a generator and 
four pumping machines. Also, 
an IRS at Asugbo creek in Warri 
was discovered with six ovens, 12 
metal storage tanks and five large 
pits all containing about 600,000 
l i t res  of  s tolen cr ude oi l , 
including 200,000 litres of  
illegally refined AGO and about 
150,000 litres of  sludge.

Similarly, sequel to series of  
air reconnaissance, Forward 
Operating Base FORMOSO in 
Bayelsa State on April 19, 2022, 
raided an IRS at Ereweibio creek 
in Brass LGA. Accordingly, 

including security agencies.
The Nigerian Upstream 

P e t r o l e u m  R e g u l a t o r y 
Commission (NUPRC) recently 
said, the country lost about $3.27 
billion worth of  crude oil to theft 
between January 2021 and 
February 2022.

In 2021, Nigeria lost at least 
$3.5 billion revenue to crude oil 
theft, a figure that represents 10 
per cent of  Nigeria's foreign 
reserves. Oil theft and pipeline 
v a n d a l i s m  t h r e a t e n  o i l 
exploration and accruable 
revenue. In 2019, the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( N N P C ) 
announced that it lost �159 
billion to oil theft and pipeline 
vandalisation. The losses were 
put at $2.8 billion in 2018. 
A l thoug h  r e sourc e s  were 
appropriated to secure oil 
facilities, the activities of  oil 
thieves continue unabated.

With these organized oil 
criminal gangs making off  with 
billions in stolen crude, Nigeria, 
suspected to be Africa's richest 
economy faces its worst oil crisis 
in years while these oil thieves 
are raking in 'petrodollars' on 
high seas while FAAC flounders. 

For a country like Nigeria, 
whose oil industry generates 
about two-thirds of  its revenue, 
oil theft is no small matter.

Nigerian Navy, recently 
announced, it has seized about 6 
million litres of  petroleum 
products worth over N3 billion 
from oil thieves since it launched 
Operation Dakatar Da Barawo 
(OPDDB), also known as'Stop 
the Thief'

This, the Navy said through 
its spokesperson, Adedotun 
Ayo-Vaughan, was a headway to 
end oil theft and illegal refining 
yet the 

The statement noted that the 
navy clamped down on illegal 
refining sites around Sara creek, 
Asugbo creek, and Ereweibio 
creek, among others, in a week. 

seven large cooking ovens, 10 
large metal storage tanks and 
drums all laden with about 
400,000 litres of  illegally refined 
AGO and 20,000 litres of  
suspected illegally refined PMS 
were discovered. The site also 
had five large pits holding 
approximately 700,000 litres of  
stolen crude oil. Equally, two 
pumping machines, one gasoline 
generator, one submersible 
p u m p  a n d  o n e  c h a i n s aw 
machine were discovered at the 
site and destroyed in situ.”

The statement added that an 
IRS at Lelemu creek in Warri 
south-west was discovered on 
April 21, 2022.

“During the operation, 19 
ovens, 26 metal storage tanks 
and two dugout pit laden with 
about 250,000 litres of  suspected 
stolen crude oil and 50,000 litres 
of  illegally refined automotive 
gas oil (AGO) were destroyed,” 
it said.

“ To  e n s u r e  e f f e c t i v e 
deactivation of  IRS, NNS 
DELTA on 21 Apri l  2022 
c o n d u c t e d  s wa m p  b u g g y 
operations during which an 
earlier identified IRS around 
Egwa creek in  Warr i  was 
destroyed.

“During the operation, 16 

ovens, 31 metal storage tanks 
and seven large pits all filled with 
about 850,000 litres of  stolen 
c r u d e  o i l  w e r e  e q u a l l y 
deactivated.

“Relatedly, on April 22 2022, 
around Lelemu creek in Warri 
south-west local government 
area (LGA) of  Delta state, 
personnel under NNS DELTA 
again discovered 22 IRS ovens, 
12 metallic storage tanks and five 
large pits all containing about 
150,000 litres of  stolen crude oil.

“At another IRS off  Lelemu 
creek, 19 ovens, 42 storage tanks 
and 14 large pits containing 
about 300,000 litres of  stolen 
c r u d e  o i l ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
approximately 200,000 litres of  
i l legally refined DPK and 
100,000 litres of  suspected crude 
oil sludge were all destroyed,” it 
said.

It also noted that combing the 
area off  Jones creek led to the 
discovery of  another IRS with 
five ovens, two metal storage 
tanks and eight large pits with 
about 150,000 litres of  sludge. 

It said both IRS off  Jones 
creek with the discovered items 
and products were destroyed in 
situ.

“Succinctly, week three of  the 
OPDDB saw the seizure of  over 
6,000,000 litres of  products 
valued over N3 billion from oil 
thieves and economic saboteurs. 
The migration by operators of  
IRS from the South-South 
geopolitical zone to the South-
East also comes to the fore,” it 
said.

“This development will in no 
way deter the Nigerian Navy 
from ensuring zero tolerance for 
COT, IRS, illegal bunkering and 
related economic crimes in the 
nation's maritime environment 
and adjoining territory.” 

Reacting to the incident, 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
ordered that the sponsors of  the 
illegal refinery should be brought 
to book.
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Deadly monsters in
Nigeria’s oil kingdoms

With these organized oil criminal 
gangs making off  with billions in 

stolen crude, Nigeria, suspected to be 
Africa's richest economy faces its worst 

oil crisis in years while these oil 
thieves are raking in 'petrodollars' on 

high seas while FAAC flounders. 
For a country like Nigeria, whose oil 

industry generates about two-thirds of  
its revenue, oil theft is no small matter.
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