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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

By Ikenna Orioha

Uzodimma sympathizes with victims of Oil bunkering explosion, 
says the activity is an economic sabotage to the nation’s economy

T
he governor of  Imo 
state, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma has 

reacted to the oil bunkering 
explosion that claimed 
over 100 lives in the Ohaji 
Egbema oil producing area 
Imo state   over the weekend.

The governor while 
addressing newsmen said 
that the government has 
issued several warnings 
for people to desist from 
operating illegal oil refineries 
and noted  that oil bunkering 

is an “economic sabotage in 
our country, people steal our 
crude oil and refine illegally 
and sell to people without 
guarantee of  the quantity of  
the product”.

He stated that illegal 
oil refining is a crime that 
has caused lots of  problem 
to vehicle owners who 
encounter engine failure and 
other problems due to the 
poor quality of  petroleum 
they purchase.

The governor maintained 
that though the unfortunate 
incidence is pathetic, it’s 
imperative for those who 

engage in such criminality to 
refrain from such act which 
is culpable of  jeopardizing 
lives.

He said, “This is one of  the 
unexpected occurrence that 
has informed our campaign 
and fight against criminality 
and banditry in our society, 
I have preached against any 
practice that could lead to 
national economic sabotage 
and jeopardy”

He promised that his 
government will review the 
breached protocol and adopt 
measures to avert future 
occurrence.

G
eometric Power Ltd, 
a Nigerian integrated 
electricity firm, is 

changing Nigeria’s electric 
power development for the 
better, according to a scientist.

Professor Alexander 
Animalu, erstwhile President 
of  the Nigerian Academy of  

Science (NAS), the country’s 
most influential body of  
scientists and engineers, 
said in a statement today 
that Geometric Power is 
“charting a new course in 
Nigeria’s growth because 
“it is the country’s first 
integrated power firm and it 
is showing how business can 
be conducted in the power 
sector”.

Geometric Power is changing Nigeria’s 
history, says top scientist

Geometric Power Ltd 
is promoted by Professor 
Bart Nnaji, former Minister 
of  Power and preeminent 
engineering professor 
in different American 
universities before returning 
to Nigeria some 15 years ago 
to get involved in the reform 
of  the country’s problematic 
electric power sector.

Other Nigerian power 

companies, explained 
Professor Animalu, either 
generate or distribute 
electricity, but noted that 
Sahara Energy Group came 
close because it has both 
the 1320 megawatt Egbin 
Power Plant in Lagos and the 
Ikeja Electricity Distribution 
Company (IKEDC), also in 
Lagos.

“Whereas the $600 
million Geometric Power 
Company is licensed to 
generate up to 181 megawatts 
and distribute it to customers 
in Aba in Abia State and 
environs, the Egbin thermal 
plant, the biggest in the 
country, sends its power to 
the national grid from where 
it is transmitted to various 
distribution companies in 
Nigeria”, he stated.

“Freed of  the burden of  
having, per force, to send 
its power to the national 
grid, Geometric Power is 
in a position to guarantee 
customers almost 100% 
of  safe, quality, reliable 
and affordable electricity 
to nine out of  the 17 local 
government areas in Abia 
State, reputed for indigenous 
manufacturing, commerce 
and innovation.

Animalu, a former 
Senior Research Fellow at 
the Lincoln Laboratory at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of  Technology (MIT) who 
is now Professor Emeritus 
at the University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka, described 
Geometric Power as a 

2023 Presidency: Reno 
Omokri hails Peter Obi as 
best ‘Southern Candidate’

R
eno Omokri, a controversial 
novelist, has called presidential 
candidate and former governor 

of  Anambra state Peter Obi a “over 
performer” who became governor without 
the help of  a godfather.

The former presidential adviser stated 
on Twitter that the former governor was a 
great candidate when compared to other 
Southern contenders who have declared 
their intentions to run for president in 
2023. Reno Omokri, a former adviser 
to former Nigerian President Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan, praised Peter Obi for his 
previous achievements and performance, 
just weeks after backing Atiku Abubakar 
as his preferred presidential candidate.

 “Peter Obi is a wonderful candidate,” 
he wrote. In terms of  prior performance, 
none of  the Southern contenders comes 
close to him. Without a Godfather, he 
rose to the position of  Governor. He 
fought powers to retain his mandate. And 
when he got it, he performed. He over 
performed”.

In 2018, Peter Obi was named the 
PDP’s running mate to Atiku Abubakar.

However, in 2022, Mr Obi declared 
his interest to run for the president 
of  Nigeria in 2023. Mr Obi made the 
declaration while addressing traditional 
rulers and Presidents-General of  the 181 
communities in the state at Government 
House, Awka.

Old Senators better 
performers in 
National Assembly, 
says Nkechi Nwogu

T
he Senator who represented Abia 
Central Senatorial district from 
2007--2015, Nkechi Nwogu has 

rated experienced and old Senators in the 
Senate chambers higher than their young 
colleagues in performance.

This is even as she has vowed to ensure 
the passage of  gender equality bill into law, 
for the welfare of  Nigerian women.

Senator Nwogu stated these in 
Umuahia while declaring her desire 
to return to the Senate in 2023, which 
according to her, would re-awake the voice 
of  her constituents.

Nwogu, who credited experienced 
members of  the Senate, including Senate 
President, Ahmed Lawan with several 
life changing policies being enjoyed by 
Nigerians presently, advised Nigerians to 
allow experience rule over sentiments.

“The Senate is for experienced people 
like us who know what Nigerians need.”

She lamented that her constituency, 
the Abia Central has not been well 
represented since her exit in 2015, 
promised to outperform her previous 
senatorial achievements, if  re-elected.

Senator Nwogu who expressed the 
confidence that she would pick APC 
senatorial ticket for Abia Central, appealed 
to APC delegates to make her their choice.

On the plight of  women in Nigeria, 
Senator the welfare of  Nigerian women 
would be improved as she is ready to lead 
their course,d declaring that “ without the 
women, there is no nation.”

She Identified women as the most 
active participants during voting and must 
be allowed to occupy their rightful place in 
scheme of  things.

In his address, Chieftains of  APC 
in Abia, Hon Acho Obioma and Chief  
Donatus Nwankpa maintained that APC 
would sweep all electoral seats in Abia 
in 2023. Obioma, who warned his party 
members against repeating the mistakes of  
the past, said his party remained the best 
alternative to bad leadership in Abia.

Book presentation: 
Ethnic bias weakens 
N’Assembly from critical 
legislation – Mike Ahamba

A 
Senior Advocate 
of  Nigeria and a 
seasoned politician, 

Chief  Mike Ikenna 
Ahamba (Ugo Lorji), has 
said that bad politics and 
ethic bias had weakened the 
National Assembly from 
making critical and good 
legislations that could have 
brought good leadership 
to the country for even 
development, peace, 
comfort and security 

Hence the legal luminary 
berated the legislature 
over its nonperformance, 
lackadaisical postures 
in carrying out its 
constitutionally assigned 
roles adequately especially in 
terms of  constitution review 
or amendment, regretting 
that the National Assembly: 
the Senate and the House 
of  Representatives, had 
shied away from amending 
the constitution to guide or 
relieve the executive of  its 
enormous powers that push 
them to bad leadership and 
executive rascality, greed and 
corruption.

Ahamba stated this when 
he publicly presented a book 
he wrote titled “Getting it 
Right in Nigeria”, held at the 
Immaculate Hotel Owerri 
last week. He is bitter that 
the legislature is not showing 
sufficient capacity in carrying 
out its jurisdictional powers 
effectively given to weakness, 
incompetence, tribalism and 
religious extremism.

“The National Assembly 
is a more powerful body 
in this country and has 
powers to make laws, put 
in place order and good 
governance and inside this 
expression a lot of  things 
are contained. So, do not 
tell me you cannot amend 
the constitution because 
there are no provisions for 
it. There are. In Nigeria 
we are living in breach. 
People will sit up and in 
their armchairs say the 
powers of  the President are 
too much. The President 
is given too much powers 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia  

in the constitution. It is 
not true, the power is in 
the National Assembly, 
but because of  political 
and ethnic bias, they do 
not want to do their job 
well and that is the truth 
of  the matter. If  Mr. 
President gets it wrong, the 
constitution has said how 
he can be curtailed, but 
when it gets to the House 
political party interests 
and ethnic interests will 
come in. That is what I am 
trying to point out. It is not 
the President”, Ahamba 
stated.

Earlier, reviewing 
the book, Prof. U.U. 
Chukwumeze, noted that 
the book is rich in content, 
analysis and discusses 
issues of  constitutionalism, 
judiciary, legislation, 
sustainable development, 
journalism, press, culture, 
Igbo and Mbaise clan and 
democracy, disclosing that 
Ahamba’s contributions 
were responsible for 
several reformations 
plus the fight against 
injustice, reawakening of  
consciousness for the Igbo 
to recognize themselves in 
the polity of  Nigeria.

He defined Ahamba as 
an accomplished person 
who he said believes in 
the collective good of  all 
persons, reflecting that 
the book has 540 pages, 
written with historical 
perspective, covering the 

period of  1980--2018 
which addresses ills of  
Nigeria, encouraging 
people who seek, desire 
justice and truth to get 
the book and read it 
thoroughly, adjudging the 
book to being a master 
piece which is futuristic, 
analysing law, politics, 
history, religion, reflecting 
that the book also captures 
the EndSarsProtest which 
gingers youths to rise 
against injustice and bad 
governance if  they really 
want a positive change , 
progress and development.

However, some 
personalities who graced 
the book launch, were 
former Governor of  Imo 
State, His Excellence, 
Emeka Ihedioha, Host, 
Eze Duruiheoma (SAN), 
Chairman of  the event, 
Hon. Uche Onyeagucha, 
former Secretary to Imo 
State Government, Dr. 
Alex Obi, former Chairman 
of  PDP, SAN Alozie 
Anem, Barr. Ugochukwu 
Alinnor, Captain Ben, 
USA Army, Louis Alozie, 
SAN, Dr. Chinedu Njoku, 
Chief  Lecturer, Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede Owerri, 
Chief  Mbagwu Martin 
and Ebere Ihekoronye, 
appreciated Chief  Mike 
Ikenna Ahamba for 
writing the book which 
they believe will go a long 
way in shaping the country 
positively.

company which “shows how 
electricity business can be 
done to global standards, 
and is consequently changing 
Nigeria’s development 
trajectory.

“Professor Nnaji, a Fellow 
of  the Nigeria Academy of  
Science, is a patriot who 
rather being content with 
lamenting the Nigerian 
condition, has chosen to fix 
one of  the country’s major 
infrastructural problems, 
starting in one part of  the 
nation.

“In fact, the very 
first power plant he built 
was started in 2001 and 
commissioned the following 
year by Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar.

“It was a 22 megawatt 
emergency diesel-fired power 
plant which supplied power 
for three years without a 
second blackout to places 
like State House, the Abuja 
Business District and the 
Nigerian national Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) 
headquarters”.

Describing the facilities at 
the Geometric Power plant as 
world-class.

“Even though there 
are no natural disasters in 
Nigeria like earthquakes”, he 
observed, “the power firm has 
provided for such disasters.

“This means that should 
there be an earthquake, there 
will still be electricity in 
the nine out of  the 17 local 
government areas in Abia 
State serviced by Geometric.

By Grace Ofurum

Fashola in Anambra, as Soludo 
holds retreat for Commissioners, 
other political appointees  

G
o v e r n o  r
C h u k w u m a 
Soludo of  

Anambra State, has 
organised a two day retreat 
for appointees serving 
under him and other senior 
officials of  Anambra State 
government.

News Echo gathered 
that the retreat which 
started on Friday will also 
continue on Saturday. The 
governor said the reason 
for the retreat was to bring 
them up to speed about 
what was required of  them 

in serving the public.
Soludo said he aims at 

getting them to internalise 
the core vision of  his 
administration, in order to 
be able to function well.

Those involved in the 
retreat are; Commissioners, 
Special Advisers, Heads 
of  Agencies/Parastatals, 
Permanent Secretaries 
and key aides in his 
government.

Former governor of  
Lagos state and current 
minister of  Works and 
Housing, Mr. Babatunde 
Raji Fashola was on ground 
to drill the appointees on 
on the rudiments of  public 
service.

Soludo said: “I am most 
grateful to our resource 
person for today, His 
Excellency, Mr. Babatunde 
Raji Fashola, for availing 
us his wealth of  experience 
as a former Governor 
of  Lagos State, who led 
mind-blowing public sector 
reforms in the centre of  
excellence.

“For me, it is important 
that every member of  
the team internalizes the 
vision, and sees the task 
of  providing a liveable 
and prosperous homeland 
for ndi Anambra, as a 
collective responsibility.”

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 
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...Scores severely burnt

...Urges Gov. Soludo to declare state of  emergency on state roads 

Philanthropist embarks on 
road projects in Anambra 

How oil explosion 
killed over 100 
youths at Abaezi

T
he people of  Anambra 
State, have remained 
responsive to the ‘‘aku 

luo uno’’ call of  the state 
government by coming to the 
aid of  the government through 
provision of  infrastructure 
and social amenities in their 
immediate environment. 
Latest on the row was the 
flag-off of  two major roads in 
Amawbia by a philanthropist 
from Umuawulu community, 
in Awka South Local 
Government Area of  the 
State, Chief Christopher 
Ndubisi.

News Echo gathered 
that the two roads to be 
constructed are Ebe-akpu 
hall -Amawbia Prison 
road, where earthwork has 
commenced immediately, 
and Ebe-akpu hall to the 
residence of  the National 
Chairman of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA, Chief Victor Oye.

Speaking during the 
ceremony, the benefactor, 
Chief Ndubisi said it was 
in fulfillment of  his promise 
sometime last month at the 
residence of  the APGA 
National Chairman, Chief 
Oye, where he had gone 
to inform him about his 
brother, Chief Augustine 
Ekweozor’s interest to run 
for Awka North and South 
Federal Constituency, seat 
and observed that the road 
to the house of  an important 

2023 Igbo Presidency: We can’t allow artificial boundary separation distract us – Ohanaeze 

M
azi Okechukwu 
I s i g u z o r o  ,
S e c r e t a r y -

General Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide at weekend said 
that every Igbo man from 
Anioma Igbo clan in Delta 
State, from Ikwerre clan 
and other Igbo speaking 
clans in Rivers State will 
have Ohanaeze’s support 
in the 2023 presidential 
race. 

He said Ohanaeze’s 
search for a Nigerian 
President of  Igbo extraction 
is broadened beyond the 
scope of  the South-East 

Geopolitical Zone as many 
Igbo speaking clans are 
also indigenous occupants 
of  most states of  the South-
South Geopolitical Zone, 
especially in Delta and 
Rivers State.

Isiguzoro said the 
clarification becomes 
necessary so that some 
Igbos who are not 
acquainted with the reality 
of  their spread across 
Southern Nigeria will 
jettison artificial separation 
of  boundaries adjustment 
created by the Military and 
reunite with their kith and 
kinsmen in the Niger-Delta 
region to make the project 
a reality.

He said that the 

constitution of  the apex-
Igbo socio-cultural group 
as written by their founding 
fathers, in their wisdom 
enshrined that Anioma 
in Delta and Ikwerre in 
Rivers State are part of  
Igbo speaking clans outside 
the South-East.

Isiguzoro explained 
that in the recent past, 
Igbos have seen in Late 
Ambassador Ralph 
Uwechue and late Colonel. 
Joe Achuzia from Anioma 
in Delta State led Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo as President 
General and Secretary-
General respectively.

He added that just 
like the late Uwechue and 
the late Achuzia, Dim 

Uche Okwukwu from the 
Ikwerre clan in Rivers 
state is the immediate 
past Secretary-General 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, a fact 
that proves the stand of  
Ohanaeze in 2023.

The Ohanaeze 
Secretary-General said 
that the much talked 
about open support that 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
of  Abia State and his 
Enugu counterpart, Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi are giving to 
Rivers State Governor 
Nyesom Wike is in line 
with the quest for the 
Igbo to succeed President 
Buhari in 2023 and must 
not be misunderstood.

Isiguzoro said that 
the two South-East PDP 
Governors are reading the 
handwriting on the wall 
that the 2023 Presidential 
election might be between 
Ikwerre Igbo clans where 
it may appear this:  APC 
Ikwerre  VS PDP Ikwerre 
(Amaechi Vs Wike).

He said Ndigbo has 
become more civilized 
and sophisticated than 
ever before to ensure that 
2023 belongs to Igbo in 

Gov Wike (standing) while addressing PDP Party stakeholders and delegates in Abakaliki

By Ikenna Orioha

personality like Chief Oye 
is not befitting, hence his 
promise to ensure that the 
road is constructed.

The Philanthropist, 
urged the state governor, 
Chukwuma Soludo, to 
declare state of  emergency in 
Anambra roads.

He maintained that 
they are happy with their 
brother’s decision to salvage 
their area, having known his 
personality, calling on the 
people of  the area to give 
him support.

Addressing the people 
of  Obizi constituency who 
gathered to receive them, 
the Awka North and South 
Federal Constituency 

aspirant, Chief Azubuike 
Ekweozor, said he is on a 
rescue mission to ensure even 
distribution of  dividends of  
democracy in the area as 
should be done.

He explained that as a 
philanthropist who has been 
championing human and 
community development, 
he decided to occupy the 
position since; according 
to him, those who have 
represented them have not 
done well, even as he said that 
the road construction which 
they witnessed was just a tip 
of  an iceberg compared to 
the development they will 
witness if  he is given the 
opportunity.

On his part, the Member 
representing Awka South two 
in the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Honourable 
Chukwuma Okoye 
expressed happiness that 
good things are happening in 
his constituency, especially 
his community, Amawbia, 
and appreciated Chief 
Ndubisi for the move, even 
as he called on other wealthy 
individuals in the area and 
the state at large to use their 
wealth and work for their 
community development.

Also speaking, the 
Transition Committee 
Chairman of  Awka South 
Local Government Area, 
Mr. Leo Nwuba explained 

that he has concluded 
plans to confer an award 
on behalf of  the council on 
Chief Ndubisi, saying that 
individuals like him are not 
hidden because of  their good 
deeds, urging him not to 
relent.

The Chairman of  Awulu 
Brothers, Chief Emmanuel 
Ndubisi, noted that the 
benefactor, his younger 
brother has been a blessing 
to his family, Umuawulu 
community and entire state, 
adding that they are fully 
prepared to support their 
brother, Chief Ekweozor in 
order to achieve his ambition 
for the good of  their 
constituency.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

2023 Guber: Rivers APC 
leaders endorse Tonye Cole

T
he All Progressives 
Congress in 
Rivers State has 

chosen Tonye Cole as 
its flagbearer for the 
forthcoming governorship 
election in the state.

Sources told News 

echo that the decision was 
made by the leaders of  the 
party. 

The 10 aspirants plus 
two new names that also 
indicated interest were 
asked to excuse themselves 
while all of  the leaders 

deliberated on the issue.
The final decision 

was however revealed 
to the aspirations by the 
leaders of  the party in the 
presence of  the minister of  
transportation, Chibuike 
Amaechi.

T
ragedy had struck and took away 
over 100 youths to death at Abaezi 
community, Ohaji/Egbema local 

government area, Imo State, leaving scores 
to languish in severe burns as communities 
and bereaved families were thrown into  
sorrow, agony and perplexity, for them life 
no longer bears good meaning, but grief, 
sadness, mourning and hopelessness.

The incident which occurred around 
11:PM on Friday as a result of  a break 
out of  fire at the said illegal oil bunkering 
site forest, Abaezi, Egbema, where many 
souls were roasted to death, was not 
actually clear how the fire got into the 
forest and then the oil pipes and caused 
damage to these lives who are said to be 
looking for greener pastures with many of  
them being core breadwinners and chief  
financiers of  their various families.

Eyewitnesses who did not want their 
names in print, recounted that the incident 
happened “at 11: Pm”, narrating that 
heavil horrifying smoke oozing from the 
illegal oil bunkering site, Abaezi forest, 
alarmed villagers of  the danger.

“Others also sustained various degrees 
of  burns from the fire outbreak”.

They said that villagers discovered that 
over 100 people were burnt to death, about 
one 150 sustained serious injuries who 
were rushed into the towns for medical 
treatment. They expressed bitterness over 
the unfortunate incident, saying there 
have been sorrows and deep mournings 
by the villagers and their sympathizers.

Reacting through the Commissioner of  
Petroleum Resources, Rt. Hon. Goodluck 
Nana Opiah, the Imo State Government, 
noted that the fire took the lives of  many 
youths at the Abaezi forest owing to 
alleged illegal oil bunkering.

Opiah added that the owner of  the 
illegal refinery had been declared wanted 
by government.

Some sympathisers said it was 
disheartening that lives are being recklessly 
wasted across Imo and Rivers States due 
to illegal oil bunkering, stressing that 
several of  those involved in illegal oil 
bunkering do so to fend for themselves 
and their families since government 
does not care to provide employment for 
youths or empowerment opportunities 
for the communities who lay the golden 
eggs that feed the world and impoverish 
owners of  the oil. 

They called on government to provide 
employment, infrastructure that can ginger 
host oil producing communities to engage 
on productive and meaningful activities 
to eke out a proper living, reminding oil 
companies operating in Imo State to help 
government install needed infrastructure 
like electricity, good road, portable water, 
health centers and good and clean market 
environment and structures, saying such 
a measure can contain youth restiveness 
and illegal oil bunkering.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

both directions APC and 
PDP, stressing that every 
Igbo man knows that 
Rumuepirikom in Obio/
Akpor LGA and Ubima in 
Ikwerre LGA are part of  
Ikwerre, Igbo speaking part 
of  Rivers state, 

Isiguzoro said that 
Ohanaeze is out, ready and 
very committed to Igbo 
aspirations for Presidency, 
and nothing can separate 
Igbos, adding that by the 
constitution of  Ohanaeze, 
the next head of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo will come from 
Rivers state in 2025.

“Ohanaeze leadership 
congratulates all Igbo 
Presidential hopefuls from 
South-East and South-
South, the more, the merrier, 
with the avalanche of  Igbo 
Presidential hopefuls, 
Nigeria will be better if  any 
of  these aspirants succeed 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari in 2023.”

He said that Ohanaeze 
demands consensus among 
contenders in APC and 
PDP to allow Igbo to be 
the consensus flag bearers 
in APC and PDP in the 
2023 presidential election.

Read & 
Advertise

 in News Echo



EDITORIAL
Publisher

Larry Kingsley

Managing Editor
Bright Okereke

News Editor
Anthony Ogbekile

Reporters
Ikenna Orioha

Glory Ugochukwu
Oluchi Ofurum

Adaora John

Correspondents
Dan Maduagwu Okey (Umuahia)

Uchenna Ezeadigwe (Awka)
Karen James (Nnewi)
Ovat Mike (Onitsha)

Nonye Udumiri (Aba)
David Eze (Abakiliki)

Chuma Austin (Enugu)
Godson Nwosu (Port Harcourt)

Contributors/Columnists
Dr. Chuks Osuji
Justina Nkechi

Livy-Elcon Emereonye
Nwachukwu Lilian

Production
Ifeanyi Raymond

Alex Nnamdi Chukwu
Iduh Matthew Omaji

David Okezueh

ADMINISTRATION
General Manager

James Kalu

Operations Manager
Patricia Nwoye

Web Administrator
Bismark Ibegbulam

Circulation Team
Ignatius Ogechi Ajoku
Innocent Onyeahialam

Raphael Obioha
Eugene Nwachukwu

Legal Adviser
H. O. Ogbusu

Vision
To pioneer new ways to serve the 
public and provide credible reports 
across all media platforms.

Mission
To inspire and promote exceptional 
journalism, innovation and excellence 
through a quality newspaper which is 
reliable and accountable.

Our Team

News Echo   Monday 25 - Tuesday 26 April, 2022                                                    Page 4 

Editorial

Recovering Imo’s lost 
Industrial potentials

I
ndustrialists running factories 
at the Onitsha Road Industrial 
Layout at Irete, Owerri West 

Local Government Area of Imo State 
are experiencing the worst times as 
successive governments in the State have 
neglected the high economic potentials 
of the layout while concentrating on 
frivolities and levities that attract cheap 
applauses that does not stand the test of 
time.

Successive State governments in Imo 
have failed in providing the necessary 
infrastructural development facilities 
that can encourage the existing 
industries and as well facilitate the 
smooth take off of the new multi-
national companies that are willing to 
establish in the State, probably because 
these administrations do not realise 
that industrialization is very necessary 
for the growth of any state as it will 
bring about value addition to the state

This negligence that has gradually 
resulted to outright abandonment has 
caused a speedy fleeing and relocation 
of industrialists to other states 
especially Anambra and Delta States 
where infrastructural facilities are 
duly provided by State Governments 
to attract large capacity investors with 
a view to boosting the state’s economy 
and as well create employments for the 
teaming youths.

It could be recalled that Onitsha 
Road Industrial Layout, was carved 
out by Ndubisi Kanu, the first military 
administrator of the old Imo State 
created in 1976, by Murtala Muhammed 
and Chief Sam Mbakwe of blessed 
memory laid the first infrastructural 
development structure that encouraged 
investors into the layout then.

The Onitsha road industrial layout 
with over 200 industrial plots was 
housing more than 100 industrial 
companies operating at optimal 
capacity in the early 1980s because 
then governor, Chief Samuel Onunaka 
Mbakwe, provided the required enabling 
infrastructural development facilities 
but now, less than 15 companies are 
still operating in the layout with 90% 
of the remaining factories working at 
less than half, their installed capacity 
yet the government is still discouraging 
them with poor and irregular power 
voltage supply at a cut-throat billing 
and immoderate payments ranging from 
multiple taxation to fumigation levies 
among others, in such a desolate area.

Governor Rochas Okorocha during 

his electioneering campaign for a second 
tenure promised Imo people, industries 
and factories which according to him 
will in turn create jobs for the people of 
the state yet he completed the 2 tenures 
of 4 years each without any form of 
attention in the line of infrastructural 
development facilities to the industrial 
layout, he ended his tenure leaving 
the environmental condition of the 
industrial area so discouraging, that 
resident industrialists fled and the 
incoming investors redirected to other 
states. 

For instance, the environmental 
condition of the Onitsha Road Industrial 
layout in Imo drove Tummy-Tummy 
factory, originally residing in the 
layout to Nnewi in Anambra State. The 
supposed biggest Pharmaceutical factory 
in West Africa, currently building at 
Anambra State was originally designed 
to be located at Onitsha road industrial 
layout, Irete but the expatriates who 
came down for feasibility were not 
satisfied with the environmental 
condition of the layout as there were no 
infrastructural development facilities on 
ground, causing the investors to play into 
Anambra State, where there are better 
operational facilities and environment. 
The story is not different for a hatchery 
industry that relocated to Ogun State 
from the layout. Also in the unending 
list of companies who were forced out 
of business by the deteriorating and 
unsupportive condition of the estate is 
Dolphin Industries, producers of the 
best industrial shoe gum in the country, 
located in this same layout.

Some of the major Industrialists with 
a large factories in the layout who spoke 
to our team of editors while on inspection 
tour of the Industrial area, described 
investing in Owerri, particularly Onitsha 
Road Industrial Layout, as punishment. 
They said, only strong and thick-livered 
investors can operate in Onitsha Road 
Industrial layout, following the fact that 
there are no infrastructural development 
facilities in the layout which investors 
can leverage, unlike it is in other states 
like Anambra where investors from the 
Layout run to. 

It is therefore, apt that the Imo State 
government under watch of Sen. Hope 
Uzodinma, finds a lasting solution to 
this deepening and devastating economic 
monster destroying the State’s economy 
by trying concessioning of the cluster.
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What is Gov Uzodimma’s game?

O
n December 18,2021, I 
was travelling home to 
Abiriba with my family 

for the Christmas holidays. 
Just after Owerri enroute 
Umuahia, an announcement 
came on the radio that the 
Imo State Governor, Hope 
Uzodimma, would host a 
meeting of  “stakeholders” 
on January 3,2022 and name 
the sponsors of  insecurity 
in the state. According to 
him, 18 suspects arrested by 
the security agencies in the 
state had given “dependable” 
evidences of  the culprits.

The Owerri Prisons were 
attacked on April 5, 2021 
and almost 2,000 prisoners 
let loose. Imo has been an 
epicentre of  the activities 
of  the so-called “unknown 
gunmen”. Uzodimma’s 
country home in Omuma 
was attacked by suspected 
Indigenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, gunmen. His security 
response team caught and 
extra-judicially murdered 
“Ikonso”, one of  IPOB’s 
foremost vigilante operatives 
believed to have led the assault 
on his home.

Hundreds of  policemen, 
soldiers, Independent National 
Electoral Commission, 
INEC, personnel and others 
have been selectively killed 
and their facilities razed. In 
response, the Nigerian Army, 
Air Force and Directorate of  
State Services, DSS, have been 
routinely mobilised for scorch 
operations that have killed 
thousands of  youth and many 
communities invaded and 
destroyed.

Many of  the youth were 
plucked from their homes, 
schools and off  the streets and 
either extrajudicially murdered 
or hauled into detention in 
unknown places. Imo State, 
especially Uzodimma’s Orlu 
and Ideato areas, has been 
severally bombed by the Air 
Force. “Orlu Bleeds” trends 
regularly on Twitter.

To say that Imo State 
has been a war zone is an 
understatement. Indeed, 
Uzodimma has moved 
in convoys protected by 
armoured military vehicles. 
And so, when he promised to 
name the sponsors of  the Imo 
insecurity, I was particularly 
interested and waited with 
great anticipation.

But on the appointed 
day (January 3, 2022) what 

came out of  the governor 
was a whimper, not a bang. 
He failed to name names as 
promised. He only said: “Let 
us allow the security agencies 
to finish their investigation 
and reveal the names of  the 
sponsors of  insecurity and 
they will be arrested”. Then 
he called on his predecessor, 
Rochas Okorocha, to allow 
him to “rule this state as the 
governor”. What transpired 
behind the scene?

The war between 
Uzodimma and Rochas had 
started before the controversial 
2019 election, and intensified 
when Uzodimma emerged 
and decided to recover 
the Imo people’s property 
allegedly looted by Rochas 
and his family members for 
which he is hounded by the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission, EFCC.

Who really is (or are) 
responsible for reducing Imo 

State to a war zone, and what 
game are they up to? The 
governor has been pointing 
in different directions and 
creating confusion. If  there 
is a sinister game being 
perpetrated by enemies of  
the Igbo people, is he part of  
this game or a mere helpless 
passenger?

After the Owerri jailbreak, 
the Muhammadu Buhari 
government blamed it on the 
IPOB. Rag-tag Arewa groups 
on social media immediately 
took up the refrain. IPOB 
strongly denied involvement. 
Surprisingly, Uzodimma 
came out with a position 
that appeared to shift the 
klieg lights of  suspicion from 
IPOB. On May 24, 2021, the 
governor revealed that over 
70 per cent of  the over 400 
gunmen who attacked Imo 
were “not Igbo”.

The implication of  this is 
that people were brought in 

Opinion

By Ochereome Nnanna

from zones that have always 
harboured enemy sentiments 
towards the Igbo to attack 
Imo and blame IPOB. Who 
sponsored them, and from 
where? The attack on the 
Abia Cattle Market on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2022 
in Omumauzo, Ukwa West 
LGA of  Abia State which 
claimed the lives of  some 
cattle dealers and cows was 
also quickly blamed on IPOB 
and its vigilante arm, the 
Eastern Security Network, 
ESN. Indeed, the Coalition 
of  Northern Groups issued 
a statement threatening 
retaliation in the North.

However, a statement 
issued by the Human 
Rights Writers Association, 
HURIWA, and signed by 
its National Coordinator, 
Emmanuel Onwubiko and 
National Media Director, 
Zainab Yusuf, exculpated 
IPOB and ESN of  the attack 
but instead blamed some 
elements in the “security 
forces” and foreign terrorists 
hired by Miyetti Allah. This 
grave direct accusation by 
a foremost human rights 
advocate has not been 
officially refuted.

Other incidents recorded 
under this Buhari dispensation 
also point to the fact that state 
security agencies have not 
hidden their ethnic bias in 
performing their constitutional 
functions. For instance, in 
April 2016, the DSS through 
its spokesman, Tony Opuiyo, 
claimed that they discovered 
a “mass grave” in a forest 
in Abia State. “Service has 
uncovered the heinous role 

The abducted men were later discovered at 
the Umuanyi Forest, Abia State, where they 

were suspected to have been killed by their 
abductors and buried in shallow graves, 

amidst 50 other shallow graves of unidentified 
persons. Arrests and investigation conducted 
so far revealed that elements within the IPOB 
carried out this dastardly action.” According 
to this statement, DSS was able to identify five 

“Hausa-Fulani” victims “killed by IPOB” but 
failed to disclose the identities of the other 50 
(obviously Igbo victims) and who killed them. 
DSS considered four “Hausa-Fulani” corpses 
more important than 50 other bodies which 

they failed to identify!

“

played by members of  the 
Indigenous Peoples of  Biafra 
in the abduction/kidnap of  
five Hausa-Fulani residents, 
namely Mohammed Gainako, 
Ibrahim Mohammed, Idris 
Yakubu, and Isa Mohammed 
Rago at Isuikwuato LGA in 
Abia State.

“The abducted men 
were later discovered at the 
Umuanyi Forest, Abia State, 
where they were suspected 
to have been killed by their 
abductors and buried in 
shallow graves, amidst 50 
other shallow graves of  
unidentified persons. Arrests 
and investigation conducted 
so far revealed that elements 
within the IPOB carried out 
this dastardly action.”

According to this 
statement, DSS was able to 
identify five “Hausa-Fulani” 
victims “killed by IPOB” but 
failed to disclose the identities 
of  the other 50 (obviously 
Igbo victims) and who killed 
them. DSS considered four 
“Hausa-Fulani” corpses 
more important than 50 other 
bodies which they failed to 
identify!

From the above, there is 
more to the insecurity in the 
South-East (especially Imo 
and Anambra) than IPOB and 
its ESN. Some evil elements 
are bent on destroying the 
South-East with external 
terrorist hirelings and blame 
IPOB/ESN. They want 
an outbreak of  bloodshed 
between Igbo and Arewa. 
But the truth will surely come 
out when Buhari leaves us. 
Happily, that moment is in 
sight!

Okorocha Uzodimma



Owerri Archbishop lauds Holy Ghost College 
Set 91 for constructing ultra-modern kitchen

T
he Principal, Holy Ghost 
College Owerri, Rev. Fr. 
Samuel Agu, has hailed 

the 91 Set Old Boys of  the col-
lege for building and donating 
an ultra-modern Kitchen to the 
school.

Fr. Agu gave the commenda-
tion during the official unveiling 
of  the kitchen which was per-
formed by the Archbishop of  
Owerri Ecclesiastical Province, 
Most Rev. Dr. Moses Chikwe.

The Principal, while encour-
aging all and sundry to cue into 
the development projects going 
on in the college, stressed that the 
school will always “admonish 
individual, groups, sets, chapters 
and indeed the national body of  
the Old Boys to take up projects 
in order to build Holy Ghost Col-
lege Owerri of  our dream where 
our children can come and find 
conducive teaching and learning 
environment. Sincerely, we are 
very much grateful to the Holy 

Ghost College Owerri Old Boys 
especially the 91 Set for this state 
of  the art ultra-modern kitchen”.

They college also thanked 
God for the opportunity, just as 
he appreciated the Archbishop 
and his Auxiliary for the oppor-
tunity of  the commissioning of  
the ultra-modern kitchen.

Speaking earlier, Chairman 
of  the 91 Old Boys of  Holy 
Ghost College Owerri, Mr. Eny-
inna Onyeukwu, said though 
people are blessed in different 
ways, hence the 91 Set has come 
to give back to the school what it 
gave them many years ago that 
contributed to their success.

Thus, Engineer Sleek Con-
cepts, who constructed the ul-
tra-modern kitchen, was also 
sighted appreciating his beautiful 
work

The event which was so mem-
orable was moderated by the 
Public Relations Officer of  the 
Old Boys, Hon. Sam Obodo, 
who expressed satisfaction over 
the praise the school showered 
on them.

News Feature
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From Nonye Udunmiri, 
Aba 

26 months salary arrears: All hospitals in Abia 
will shut down in solidarity strike - ARD

T
he Secretary-General 
of  the Association 
of  Resident Doctors, 

(ARD) ABSUTH chapter, Dr 
Nnamdi Erondu has said that 
Nigerian Medical Association 
(NMA), Abia chapter at their 
Ordinary General Meeting 
(OGM) decided to go on 
general strike in solidarity with 
health workers owed by Abia 
State government. 

News Echo reports that 
ABSUTH workers began an 
indefinite strike in November 
2021 following 22 Months’ 
salary arrears Abia government 
owed them then which may 
have accumulated to 26 months 
this April 2022.

There is now tension in the 
state that all the sick people 
within hospitals may have 
to seek medical attention in 
Imo, Enugu, Ebonyi, Akwa-
Ibom and Rivers State should 
Abia State Governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu fails to pay striking 
doctors.

The ARD Secretary-
General said that the doctors 
demanded 80 per cent of  their 
salary arrears if  they must 
resume work.

He added that Abia’s health 
workers affected by the state 
government’s salary debt 
include Health Management 
Board (HMB) workers owed 12 
Months arrears and ABSUTH 
workers owed 26 Months 
arrears.

Erondu said that the strike 
will commence if  Gov Okezie 
Ikpeazu fails to pay them 80 per 
cent of  the 26 months’ salary 
arrears owed them which they 
are demanding.

According to him, “If  
he fails to pay us as we are 
demanding, It means there will 
be a total shutdown of  medical 
services in Abia.

“A task force will be set 
up and all private medical 
practitioners, Federal Medical 
Centre (FMC) in Umuahia 
and all other hospitals will also 
be shut down.

“The governor should pay 
to avert the catastrophe the 
strike will bring. He is aware 
and we have been patient and 
taken all manner of  treatment 
but this time, we need our 
money. 

If  he does not give us what 
to us is a fair bargain, we 
will shut down all the health 
facilities.”

News Echo reports that 
since ABSUTH, the biggest 
hospital in the state went 
on strike, doctors at the 
Federal Medical Centre 
(FMC), Umuahia have been 
overwhelmed by an excessive 
number of  patients trooping 
into the hospital.

This newspaper also 

gathered that as of  Friday 
last week, many patients who 
came to FMC Umuahia were 
never attended to, while the 
majority were even asked to go 
because there were not enough 
doctors to attend to them.

With the looming solidarity 
strike which will affect both 
FMC Umuahia and some other 
hospitals, Abia State is likely 
going to witness a precarious 
situation where sick people will 
have to seek medical attention 
in neighbouring states.

Elder Simon Ekenta said he 
finds it difficult to understand 
why Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu’s administration will 
choose to be insensitive to the 
plight of  doctors and health 
workers under his payroll.

He said, “I don’t understand 
this government at all. Why 
are they looking for a way to 
increase the number of  corpses 
in the mortuaries? What is 
wrong with our leaders here? If  
this strike affects FMC, do you 
know that Abia is finished? 

“How many persons can 
afford to travel to Owerri, 
Uyo, Port Harcourt and Enugu 
for medical attention? Why 
can’t this Governor forget 
about endorsing his successor 
for 2023 and do something 
meaningful for once with his 
position before it is too late? 

“Honestly, I am ashamed 
of  what is happening in Abia 
State. All of  them are only 
interested in 2023. They’ve 
forgotten how Covid-19 
stopped them from travelling 

abroad for medical attention. 
It’s obvious they learnt 
nothing. They’re still joking 
with medical practitioners and 
empowering touts. What a 
state.”

Dr Joe Osuji, Abia Health 
Commissioner has disclosed 
that the Abia government’s 
discussion with Abia State 
University Teaching Hospital, 
(ABSUTH) workers will be 
concluded before April ends to 
enable them to return to work.

The Health Commissioner 
went further to note that until 
Abia State University Teaching 
Hospital, (ABSUTH) workers 
resume work, Federal Medical 
Center (FMC), Umuahia will 
be overflowing with people.

Osuji made the above 
comment while responding 
to claims from some FMC 
patients that the Abia 
government’s insensitivity is 
the reason FMC doctors are 
sending them away because of  
too many patients they now 
handle daily.

He said that the state 
government was in a discussion 
with ABSUTH workers and the 
Nigerian Medical Association 
(NMA) which has intervened 
in the matter to end the strike.

The commissioner, however, 
said he was not working in the 
state government’s treasury to 
know if  the government would 
pay the striking workers 80 per 
cent of  their now 26 months 
salary arrears to avert a total 
strike as they have threatened.

By Ikenna Orioha

Chikwe



malevolent practice of  cross-
carpeting politicians of  yester 
years  who,  for  f inancia l 
consideration or otherwise, 
crossed from one political 
party to another, without 
q u a l m s  a n d  w i t h o u t 
conscience. Such a practice 
had to be discouraged by the 
framers of  our Constitution if  
political public morality of  our 
country was to be preserved.” 
On his own part, Obaseki JSC 
stated that "It is now political 
history that some of  the 
Nigerian politicians who had 
the honour of  being voted into 
Parliaments and the Houses of  
Assembly under the previous 
civilian Constitutions just 
before and after independence 
did little to keep their loyalty to 
the political parties which 
sponsored them for election. 
No self- respecting politician 
would wish to see a repeat of  
the wave of  carpet crossing and 
sitting tight that characterized 
those eras."

Those who have placed 
uncritical reliance on the 
Atiku's case have failed to 
appreciate that the validity of  
the votes scored by the PDP in 
the presidential election did 
not arise for determination. To 
that extent, the case cannot be a 
justification for the subversion 
of  the democratic rights of  
voters by political defectors. 
W h e r e a s  i n  t h e  2 0 1 9 
gover norship e lect ion in 
E b o n y i  S t a t e,  t h e  P D P 
garnered 393,343 votes across 
the 13 local governments areas 
o f  t h e  s t a t e,  i t s  c l o s e s t 
challenger, the APC, got 
81,703 votes.  After the PDP 
had emerged the *winner of  
the election the certificate of  
return was issued in the name 
of  its flag bearer by the INEC 
Chairman, Professor Yakubu 
Mahmud who stated that "I 
hereby certify that Nweze 
David Umahi of  Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
been elected to the office of  
Governor of  Ebonyi State..." 
Even though Governor Umahi 
has decamped from the PDP to 
APC neither the INEC nor the 
High Court of  Ebonyi State 
has amended the Certificate of  
Return to read "Nweze David 
Umahi of  the All Progressive 
Congress"!

It is interesting to note that 
some lawyers have maintained 
that Governor Umahi has 
exercised his freedom of  
association by decamping from 
PDP to APC. While the 
G o ve r n o r ' s  f r e e d o m  o f  
association is constitutionally 
p r o t e c t e d  h e  c a n n o t  b e 
permitted to infringe on the 

democratic rights of  the 393, 
343 citizens who voted for him 
as the governorship candidate 
o f  t h e  P D P  h av e  b e e n 
completely ignored. Or are we 
to believe that the votes scored 
by the PDP have been merged 
with those of  the APC since the 
PDP candidate decamped to 
APC? Curiously, in making a 
mockery of  the democratic 
rights of  the people of  Ebonyi 
S t a t e  t h e  c r i t i c s  o f  t h e 
judgment of  Justice Egwu have 
failed to advert their minds to 
the  undeniable  fact  that 
majority of  the voters actually 
exercised their franchise in 
favour of  the PDP.  After all, 
the names of  the candidate 
David Umahi and his deputy 
were not on the ballot papers.

In the leading judgment of  
the Supreme Court in All 
P rog re s s ive  Cong res s  v. 
Marafa, LOR (24/05/2019) 
SC, Just ice  Paul  Adamu 
Galinji declared that all the 
votes cast for the APC were 
“wasted votes” on the grounds 
that the party failed to conduct 
a proper primary. The Court 
added that all political parties 
with the second highest votes 
in  the  e lect ions  and the 
required spread, are elected to 
the various elections. In the 
instant case, the votes credited 
to  the  PDP in  the  2019 

gover norship e lect ion in 
Ebonyi State cannot be said to 
have been wasted based on the 
decision of  Governor Umahi 
to decamp to the ruling party. 
Since the said votes are not 
wasted it is inconceivable that 
t h e y  h av e  b e e n  l e g a l l y 
transferred from the PDP to the 
APC. Under no law in Nigeria 
can the exercise of  the right of  
Governor Umahi to defect 
f r o m  t h e  P D P  t o  A P C 
extinguish the 4-year mandate 
freely given to him on the 
platform of  the PDP during the 
2019 general election.

We wish to submit, without 
any fear of  contradiction, that 
elections are won by political 
parties and not by candidates. 
In Amaechi v. INEC & Ors 
(2008) LCN/3642 (SC), the 
Supreme Court held that “The 
above provision (i.e. section 
221) effectually removes the 
possibility of  independent 
candidacy in our elections; and 
p l a c e s  e m p h a s i s  a n d 
responsibility in elections on 
political parties. Without a 
political party a candidate 
c a n n o t  c o n t e s t . ”  P i u s 
Olayiwola Aderemi JSC, 
emphatically stated that, “…it 
is the political parties that the 
electorates do vote for at 
election time.” This decision 
h a s  b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y 

m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  s o m e 
lawyers who share the view 
that the position of  the apex 
court in Amaechi's case has 
changed and that the decision 
r eached  in  At iku ' s  ca se 
represents the correct position 
of  the law on defections by 
State Governors.

In a rather desperate bid to  
buttress the point, reliance has 
been placed on the Court of  
Appeal decisions in INEC v 
Action Congress (2009) 2 
NWLR Pt. 1126-524 (CA), 
where it was held that, "...the 
participation of  a political 
p a r t y  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d 
c a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  t h e 
candidate..." and Ngige v. 
Akunyile (2012) 15 NWLR Pt. 
1323-343 (CA) where it was 
said that “... a political party is 
nothing more than agent of  the 
candidate in gathering votes to 
an election”. In order to 
discredit the judgment of  the 
Federal High Court, some 
lawyers  have refer red to 
sections 140 and 141 of  the 
repealed Electoral Act 2010 to 
prove that the case of  Amaechi 
v INEC is no longer the law.  
Apparently, the lawyers are not 
aware of  the case of  Labour 
Pa r t y  v  I N E C  ( S u i t  N o 
FHC/ABJ/CS/399/2011) 
where Kolawole J. (now JCA) 
had declared that both sections 

of  the Electoral Act, 2010 for 
b e i n g  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 
sections 134 and 179 of  the 
Constitution which imbues the 
judiciary/court with powers to 
dec la re  the  person  wi th 
majority votes winner of  an 
election process. According to 
the learned trial judge "the two 
sections smacked of  legislative 
tyranny, in the sense that they 
removed the constitutionally 
guaranteed powers of  the court 
to declare any candidate 
winner of  an election. The 
judge further stated that what 
the National Assembly had 
done in this instance was to 
deliberately interfere with 
judicial affairs. While noting 
further that the two sections 
were nothing but legislative 
judgment..."

With respect, the Supreme 
Court has never jettisoned its 
position in Amaechi's case. 
Hence, in Wada v. Bello (2017) 
3  W. R . N.  7 2 ;  t h e  c o u r t 
reiterated and upheld its earlier 
position in Amaechi's case 
when it held that “A political 
party is an abstraction. It has to 
canvass for votes through its 
members as agents, in the same 
way it contests, wins or loses 
elections through a candidate it 
nominates who acts as its 
agents. There is no provision 
for independent candidates. 
The candidates nominated to 
contest at an election by his 
party acts as an agent of  his 
party. He is, as it were, an agent 
of  a disclosed principal and as 
far as third parties are involved, 
benefits and liabilities accruing 
to the candidate (as agent) 
be long to  his  par ty  ( the 
disclosed principal).” 

Thus, in line with the tenets 
of  the rule of  law the INEC has 
been guided by the decisions of  
the Supreme Court in Amaechi 
v INEC and Wada v Bello. For 
instance, the INEC declared 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) as the winner of  the 
December 5, 2020, senatorial 
bye-election held in Imo 
North. The returning officer 
reportedly announced that 
APC polled a total of  36, 811 
votes while PDP came second 
with 31,903 votes but the INEC 
R e s i d e n t  E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  i n  I m o, 
Professor Francis Ezeone said 
that the commission was 
unable to return a candidate at 
the time as a result of  several 
court orders for and against the 
t w o  m a j o r  c o n t e n d e r s . 
Interestingly, the commission 
did not declare the candidate 
who won the election until the 
Supreme Court affirmed Frank 
Ibezim's candidacy, several 
months after the election.
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In Nigeria: Votes belong to political parties
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It is interesting to note that some lawyers have 
maintained that Governor Umahi has exercised his 
freedom of  association by decamping from PDP to 
APC. While the Governor's freedom of  association 
is constitutionally protected he cannot be permitted 
to infringe on the democratic rights of  the 393, 343 

citizens who voted for him as the governorship 
candidate of  the PDP have been completely 

ignored. Or are we to believe that the votes scored 
by the PDP have been merged with those of  the 

APC since the PDP candidate decamped to APC? 
Curiously, in making a mockery of  the democratic 
rights of  the people of  Ebonyi State the critics of  

the judgment of  Justice Egwu have failed to advert 
their minds to the undeniable fact that majority of  

the voters actually exercised their franchise in 
favour of  the PDP.  After all, the names of  the 

candidate David Umahi and his deputy were not on 
the ballot papers.

“
Continued from B/P



Aba hotel where customers die
mysteriously, people miss
...7 deaths recorded so far in 2022, as residents finger police of conspiracy

or visitors coming into Aba, FAbia State especially the 
Ogbor-Hill axis, reports 

emanating within and around 
Ubani Street have it that a 
particular hotel in that area is a 
dead zone and place of  no return.

Residents of  the area who 
spoke to News Echo have called on 
the Abia Police command to 
quickly do their work by looking 
into the reports of  deaths and 
missing people in a particular hotel 
located in the area.

Ezenna Chimuanya, one of  
the concerned residents who could 
not hide from fear anymore said 
that the hotel which is located 
around Ubani  Street, Ogbor-Hill 
Aba has become a centre for cases 
of  deaths and missing customers 
with nobody arrested yet.

"Death bodies are often seen 
in a toilet inside a room, evacuated 
in secret form and the police are not 
doing anything. I don't know if  
they're running a human parts 
business here. I personally have 
evidence of  one when a friend of  
mine who came back late lodge 
there because he came back late 
after failing to connect anyone on 
phone narrated his ordeal," 
Chimunanya said.

Chimuanya said that majority 
of  the residents who reported the 
cases of  alleged deaths and missing 
persons at the Ogbor-Hill Police 
Division are now afraid of  going 
further due to security reasons and 
failure to make a proper arrest of  
the alleged victims.

He said that the latest case of  
death at the hotel occurred on 
15/04/2022 when a young lady 
whose identity is yet unknown was 
killed and her two-year-old child 
stolen by her killer. 

Chimuanya said that recently 
residents gathered from a reliable 
source in the hotel that her killers 

he 13 wives of  Oba TLamidi Adeyemi III, 
the 45th Alaafin of  

Oyo, may now be available to 
suitors without undergoing 
cleansing rituals after the 
demise of  the renowned 
monarch.

O b a  A d e y e m i ,  8 3 , 
passed on late Friday after 
receiving treatments at the 
Afe Babalola University, Ado-
E k i t i  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d 

move on with their lives,” he 
said. Nonetheless, he said. 
“ T h e  w ive s  c a n n o t  ge t 
married to an indigene of  
Oyo.”

He added, “Now that 
Alaafin is dead, they all would 
be asked to exit the palace 
w i t h  t h e i r  b e l o n g i n g s . 
Although the properties of  
the late monarch would be 
shared among them.”

according to Islamic rites  on 
Saturday.

Oba Adeyemi's queens, 
Abibat (first wife), Rahmat 
Adedayo, Mujidat, Rukayat, 
Folashade, Badirat Ajoke, 
M e m u n a t  O m o w u n m i , 
O m o b o l a n l e ,  M o j i , 
Anuoluwapo, Damilola, 
Chioma and others are now 
available for suitors. “They 
are not  performing any 
cleansing; They are free to 

are two young men, whose 
identities are yet to be revealed by 
the hotel management even though 
their faces were captured by the 
CCTV of  the Hotel.

He  sa id ,  " In fo r mat ion  
available to us has it that over seven 
murder cases have been recorded at 
the said Hotel since the beginning 
of  this year 2022 which the 
Director of  the Hotel has covered 
by truncating investigation to save 
the Hotel's name. 

"At a point in time a few days 
ago, some youths vowed to set the 
Hotel ablaze if  the killers of  the 
innocent young single mother of  
one is not unveiled. 

"The Azuka Divisional Police 
Station is currently investigating 
and has released the Director of  the 
Hotel who has not fed the Police 
with the necessary information of  
the killers of  lady.

"The incessant killing going 
on in that hotel and why Police has 
refused to prosecute the Hotel 
Management and Staff  for 
Conspiracy and Murder is  
provoking and the Governor need 
to do something."

Abia State Police Public 
Rela t ions  Of f icer  (PPRO),  
Geoffrey Ogbonna confirmed that 
the incident did happen and the 
corpse of  the deceased was moved 
to a morgue for preservation while 
efforts are being intensified to 
unravel the people behind the 
dastardly act.

Ogbonna said that the state 
C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Department (CID) is handling the 
matter now and if  there is anyone 
with useful information that can 
help police to identify the people 
behind the crime, such a person 
should feel free to volunteer such 
information to the police.

The PPRO said that people 
with useful information could also 
walk into any Police Station in 
Ogbor-Hill to report what they 
know about the murder and 
stealing of  the two-year-old child.
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From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Alaafin of Oyo's 13 wives
are now available for
suitors – Oyo Chief

Victim in a pool of his blood at the hotel

Late Aalafin of Oyo with some of his wives
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The Law

Arguments

O
n the issue, counsel for the Plaintiff  argued that by virtue 
of  Section 221 of  the 1999 Constitution (as amended), 
only a political party can canvass for votes for any 

candidate at any election. Votes cast on March 9, 2019 wherein 
the Plaintiff  polled the majority votes cast to defeat the 2nd 
Defendant which came far second belongs to it (the Plaintiff) and 
the 3rd and 4th Defendant cannot transfer the votes to the 2nd 
Defendant, so as to remain the Governor and Deputy-Governor 
on the platform of  the 2nd Defendant. Reliance was placed on 
NDAYAKO v DANTORO & ORS (2004) LPELR-1968 (SC)  
at 24. Counsel for the Plaintiff  also argued that by virtue of  the 
doctrine for acquired or vested rights, the 3rd and 4th Defendant 
cannot by their own action of  defection arbitrarily strip the 
Plaintiff  off  its vested right. It was argued that the 3rd and 4th 
Defendant are deemed to have resigned from their offices, the 
moment they abandoned the majority of  the lawful votes casted 
for the Plaintiff  at the election. Reliance was placed on Section 
180(1)(c) and (d) of  the 1999 Constitution as (amended) and 
AMAECHI v INEC 5 NWLR (Pt. 1080).

The Defendants merely relied extensively on their Preliminary 
Objection to argue that the Court lacks jurisdiction, as the 
originating summons was issued and served on the 3rd and 4th 
Defendant in breach of  Section 308(1)(a)(b) and (c); (2) and (3) of 
the 1999 Constitution which confers immunity from being sued 
on the said Defendants being the current/serving Governor and 
Deputy-Governor of  Ebonyi State. Counsel submitted for the 
2nd Respondent that its name of  the 2nd Defendant as sued is a 
non-juristic person, and the name is therefore liable to be struck 
out. Thereafter, counsel argued that the suit ought to have been 
filed at the Ebonyi State Governorship Election Tribunal being 
a post-election matter. It was also their submission and also 
argued that the originating process was brought contrary to the 
provision of  Order 3 Rule 9(2) of  the Federal High Court, Civil 
Procedure Rules as no Affidavit of  Non-Multiplicity of  Action on 
the same subject-matter was attached, neither did the Registrar 
seal the Originating Summons, making same incurably bad and 
defective. Reliance was placed on IGIRIGA v BASSEY & ORS 
(2013) LPELR-20346(CA). Counsel for the 2nd Defendant 
further argued that the wrong mode for commencement of  an 
action was used in this present case, as Originating Summons 
is used where the action seeks the interpretation of  statute or 
document and not for contentious matters. Reliance was placed 
on EZEIGWE v NWALULU (2010) 4 NWLR (Pt.1183) 169 at 
191. Also, counsel for the 2nd Defendant argued that despite the 
fact that 1st Defendant, an agent of  the Federal Government was 
added as a party to the suit, the main/principal reliefs sought by 
the Plaintiff  were directed against the 3rd and 4th Defendant, 
and as such, the Plaintiff ’s complaints do not fall within the 
purport of  Section 251(1)(a)-(s) of  the 1999 Constitution. 

On their part, counsel for the 3rd and 4th Defendants argued 
that the 1999 Constitution does not bestow any power on the 
court to grant the reliefs sought by the Plaintiff, as same is an 
invitation for the court to usurp the powers of  the legislative 
body owing to the fact that the 1999 Constitution has succinctly 
provided for the procedure for the election and removal of  a 
sitting Governor in Nigeria. Reliance was placed on Sections 
188, 189 and 190 of  the 1999 Constitution. They challenged 
the guts of  the Plaintiff, and submitted that the present suit is 
tantamount to an abuse of  court process, as a similar suit on 
the same subject+matter had been filed earlier. Reliance was 
placed on A-G LAGOS STATE v A-G FEDERATION & ORS 
(2014) LPELR-22701(SC). Counsel posited that the action 
against the 3rd and 4th Defendant is a stale claim, having been 
brought outside the statutory time provided for commencing an 

action against Public Officers. Reliance was placed on Section 
2(a) of  the Public Officers Protection Act. Thereafter, counsel 
for the Respondents maintained that the Plaintiff ’s Originating 
Summons, inclusive of  all exhibits, was incompetent and invalid.  

Court’s Judgement and Rationale

D
eciding the sole issue, the court held that the averments 
of  the 3rd and 4th Defendant in their Counter-Affidavit, 
were insufficient to effectively challenge or controvert the 

substantive case of  the Plaintiff. The court relied on MAERSK 
LINE v ADDIDE INVESTMENTS LTD (2002) 7 SC (Pt. 11) 
112 in support of  its position that averments in an affidavit can 
only be controverted by a counter-affidavit; it is not sufficient to 
put the Plaintiff  to the strictest proof  of  its averments. 

Regarding the submission on the immunity enjoyed by the 
3rd and 4th Defendant under Section 308(1)(a) of  the 1999 
Constitution, the court held that the “immunity clause” is not 
absolute as the criminal and civil proceedings envisaged in Section 308 
thereof, are those cases where the cause of  action is still enforceable after 
the tenure in office.  Applying this, the court noted that the cause 
of  action and remedy in this present case could not wait till the 
3rd and 4th Defendant leave office; holding that Section 308 
of  the 1999 Constitution is a “veritable constitutional shield”, 
not inserted for political reasons. His Lordship held further 
that where the act of  a Governor and/or Deputy Governor amounts 
to an infringement of  the provisions of  the Constitution or creates a 
constitutional issue which requires the interpretation or enforcement 
of  the Constitution, the action can lie. To hold otherwise, would be 
tantamount to having a person or group of  persons elevated to 
a status greater or above the Constitution. 

On the effect of  the defection of  the 3rd and 4th Defendant from 
the Plaintiff  to the 2nd Defendant, the court held that Election is 
won on the ballots, and constitutionally, ballots are sacrosanct and are 
ascribed to the political party; the votes in any election are votes for the 
political party to whom the electorate voted. There is no constitutional 
provision that makes the ballot transferrable from one political party 
to another. Where the electorate express their trust in an election 
by giving their votes to a political party, there is no political 
machination or manipulation that would be allowed to short-
change the will of  the electorate. 

The court held further that a party cannot win an election by 
poaching the candidates of  the party that actually won an election. 
In the same vein, a person who won an election on the platform of  a 
political party and occupied an office by virtue of  that, cannot by an 
act of  defection make a party that lost an election become the party 
in power. Relying on the above principles, the court held that 
the 3rd and 4th Defendants cannot transfer the voter’s mandate 
given to the Plaintiff  which sponsored them in the election to 
another party. The office belongs to the Plaintiff  who had the 
majority of  the lawful votes cast t the election. 

Plaintiff ’s case succeeded on the merit.

Representation
J.B. Daudu, SAN with E.C. Ukala, SAN, S.I Ameh, SAN, 

Ferdinard Orbih, SAN, Ogwu James Onoja, SAN, M.A. Ebute, 
SAN, Messrs O.J Iheko, Adedayo Adedipe, Z. Akubo, R.O 
Mohammed and Praise Ahiaba for the Plaintiff.

Titilayo Precious Soje, Esq. for the 2nd Defendant.
Chukwuma-Machukwu Ume, SAN with Messrs G.A. 

Okereke and Jerome T. Mukang for the 3rd and 4th Defendant. 

Reported by Optimum Publishers Limited, Publishers of  the 
Nigerian Monthly Law Reports (NMLR)(An afliate of  Babalakin 
& Co.)

...Judgement delivered between Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)...                   
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Imo Assembly Seat: Young female aspirant vows 
to end underdevelopment at Ihitte-Uboma

A 
young female 
p o l i t i c i a n 
and activist, 

Comr. Blessing Ngozi 
Onwumere, has vowed to 
end or minimally reduce 
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t , 
unemployment, illiteracy, 
poverty, hunger, insecurity 
and suffering caused by 
poor representation or bad 
leadership at Ihitte-Uboma 
local government area if  
by the grace of  God she is 
elected into the Imo State 
House of  Assembly in 
2023.

She assured that 
she has the capacity to 
change the sore tale of  
underdevelopment at the 
constituency by ensuring 
that infrastructure like 
regular electricity, good 
roads, functional and 
affordable hospitals or 
health centers, regular 
portable water, clean 
and attractive market 
environments and 
structures including 
quality education which 
are lacking at the area 
are adequately installed 
or built to encourage 
economic opportunities 
via production of  
agriculture (farming), 
trading, artisanship for 
even development and 
comfort if  she emerges as 
House Member.

She made the vow while 
speaking to journalists 
at the PDP Secretariat 
Owerri last week. She 
mentioned that she will 
empower women and 
children of  Ihitte-Uboma 
on meaningful skills, 
trade including formal 
education to enable them 
feed well and live happily, 
peacefully and fulfilled, 
noting that she decided to 
run for the position under 
the platform of  PDP in 
order to gain more edge to 
positively affect the lives of  
the people of  Ihitte-Uboma 
to reduce minimally 
their woes, agonies and 
sufferings.

Onwumere who said 

she is absolutely qualified 
and intellectually prepared 
and energetically ready to 
go to the Imo State House 
of  Assembly in 2023 to do 
wonders, remarked that 
she has rich political and 
social experiences that will 
enable her to give Ihitte-
Uboma Constituency 
effective representation, 
enumerating that she was a 
former Assistant Secretary 
General of  Student Union 
Government of  University 
of  Abuja, a one- time 
Director of  Gender, 
National Association 
of  Nigeria Students, 
first female President of  
National Association of  
Imo State Students Union, 
University of  Abuja and 
at present the outgoing 
Executive Director, Savera 
Africa.

“I decided to run 
because, as the Executive 
Director of  Savera Africa, 
I have been advocating 

for women inclusion in 
politics, policy making and 
good education. I see going 
to the House of  Assembly 
in 2023 as an opportunity 
or platform to continue to 
advocate these courses I 
have been advocating for 
humanity over the years”, 
she said.

Stressing that “Ihitte-
Uboma is underdeveloped 
and ridden by insecurity”, 
Onwumere said she 
believes that “young 
people are quite innovative, 
creative and we provide 
solutions to some of  these 
local problems. We deal 
with local problems. They 
are global issues actually, 
but some of  our problems 
are local problems and 
we can deal with them 
by creating or proffering 
solutions”, regretting 
that her “community has 
bad roads, no electricity, 
no good and functional 
health centers. My people 

have been crying bitterly 
and no body cares to hear 
them out. It is bad that 
the people cannot access 
infrastructure nor good 
education and neat market 
environments. Poor 
representation and bad 
leadership are the major 
causes of  our woes and 
they must be addressed 
squarely by me. And I shall 
not fail my people, come 
rain, come sun”.

She promised that she 
will make good laws that 
will enable the executive 
arm of  government to 
build quality and accessible 
social amenities to help 
create jobs for the people, 
saying it “behoves on us to 
go into the community to 
find out problems or needs 
of  the people and ensure 
things are adequately and 
timely done to ameliorate 
difficulties to stop 
insecurity and hunger. I’m 
a creative young woman 

who has been in various 
platforms helping people 
to proffer solutions to 
their problems, even global 
issues. So, I believe that 
as a young person, I can 
proffer solutions to local 
problems at Ihitte-Uboma 
if  I emerge as their House 
Member”.

Disclosing that she 
recently donated textbooks 
to some schools at Ihitte-
Uboma to encourage 
teaching and learning, 
bearing in mind that 
education is key that 
guarantees better future 
for children and women 
especially, the activist 
appealed to the PDP to 
see her qualified for the 
Seat and give her the 
Ticket to be able to Fly the 
party’s Flagg to victory in 
the forthcoming general 
election, reiterating her 
desire to make Ihitte-
Uboma become more 
better and more peaceful.

Onwumere, Ihitte- Uboma 2023 House Assembly aspirant addressing her supporters



hanghai reported 39 

SCovid deaths Sunday, 
its highest daily toll 

d e s p i t e  w e e k s  o f  
lockdowns, while China's 
capital Beijing warned of  a 
“grim” situation with rising 
infections.

The world's second-
largest economy has been 
struggling to stamp out its 
worst outbreak in two years 
with a playbook of  harsh 
lockdowns and mass testing 
as it sticks to a strict zero-
Covid policy, taking a heavy 

r i t a i n  s a i d  o n BS u n d a y  i t  h a d 
secured the release 

of  a citizen held since 2017 
in Yemen, where he was 
allegedly tortured.

“Delighted that Luke 
S y m o n s ,  w h o  w a s 
un lawfu l ly  de ta ined , 
without charge or trial 
since 2017 in Yemen by 
the Huthis,  has been 
released and will shortly 
be  reuni ted  wi th  h i s 
family,” Foreign Secretary 
L i z  Tr u s s  s a i d  i n  a 
statement issued by her 
department. 

“I pay tribute to our 
Omani and Saudi partners 
and our team for securing 
his release.”

S y m o n s ,  3 0 ,  w a s 
detained by Huthi rebels in 
southwest Yemen along 
with his Yemeni wife on 
suspicion of  espionage, 
which his family strongly 

denies. 
They say his arm was 

b r o k e n  d u r i n g  o n e 
interrogation in a bid to 
force a confession, and 
that his physical and 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  h a s 
d e g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g 
solitary confinement in 
the capital Sanaa.

His wife was released 
and has been able to visit 
him periodically in the 
p r i son ,  and  r ecen t ly 
voiced concern at his 
condition, according to 
Symons's  grandfather 
Robert Cummings.

“Luke's going through 
hel l .  He 's  get t ing  no 
medical attention, and 
w e ' v e  b e e n  g o i n g 
backwards, not forward, 
w i t h  t h i s  ( U K ) 
government,” Cummings 
told AFP by phone in 
February from the family's 
home in Cardiff.

toll on businesses and public 
morale.

The  cosmopol i tan  
business hub of  Shanghai 
has been almost entirely 
locked down since the start 
of  the month, snarling 
supply chains, with many 
residents confined to their 
homes for even longer as it 
became the epicentre of  the 
outbreak.

China's biggest city 
only announced its first 
fatalities from the outbreak 
on Apr i l  18 ,  despi te  

reporting thousands of  
cases each day in recent 
weeks.

It reported 39 more 
deaths on Sunday, National 
Health Commission data 
showed, bringing its total 
toll to 87, while the country 
logged nearly 22,000 new 
local virus cases.

Shanghai's previous 
highest daily toll since 
lockdown was 12, reported 
a day earlier.

The city of  25 million 
has struggled to provide 

fresh food to those confined 
at home, while patients have 
reported trouble accessing 
regular medical care as 
thousands of  health staff  
were deployed for Covid 
testing and treatment.

Health officials have 
warned of  the particular 
risks of  Covid to the 
country's older and largely 
unvaccinated population, 
saying the average age 
a m o n g  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  
Shanghai's outbreak was 81.

Five of  those who died 

had been vaccinated,  
though authorities have said 
the deaths involved people 
who had severe underlying 
diseases and who were in 
critical condition.

Doubts  have been 
raised over the efficacy of  
C h i n a ' s  h o m e g r o w n  
vaccines, and Beijing has 
not imported any foreign-
made jabs.

Censors have battled to 
scrub an online backlash 
against the prolonged 
lockdown in Shanghai, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a p i d  
censorship of  a viral video 
by residents outlining their 
daily challenges to eat and 
access essential services.

On Saturday evening, a 
residential building fire 
sparked fear and criticism 
on social media, given that 
many exits in compounds 
have generally been sealed 
as part of  Covid controls.

Meanwhile 22 more 
infections were reported in 
Beijing on Sunday, with the 
capital locking down one 
d o w n t o w n  h o u s i n g  
compound as officials 
warned the situation was 
“grim and complex”.

Health official Pang 

h e  t i n y  S o u t h TPacific nation of  
the Cook Islands 

r e p o r t e d  i t s  f i r s t 
coronavirus-related death 
Sunday, more than two 
years after the pandemic 
erupted. 

A 63-year-old woman, 
who had underlying health 
conditions, died on her way 
to hospital on the island of  
Aitutaki late Saturday.

“ I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t 
sadness that I announce 
that we have just recorded 
our first in-country death 
attributed to Covid-19,” 
Pr ime Minis ter  Mark 
Brown said in a statement 
Sunday. 

“She had had all three 

anti-Covid vaccinations, 
but also had several serious 
u n d e r l y i n g  h e a l t h 
conditions.” 

The island nation had 
been remarkably free from 
Covid-19 until an outbreak 
of  the Omicron variant 
emerged after it reopened 
its border to travellers from 
New Zealand early this 
year.

“It is tragic, but not 
unexpected that we might 
lose someone to Covid,” 
Brown said. 

The Cook Is lands 
Health Ministry said it has 
so far recorded 4,727 cases 
of  Covid-19 of  which 735 
were active as of  Sunday 
morning.

Xinghuo said preliminary 
observations suggested 
Covid had been “spreading 
invisibly” in the city for a 
week, “increasing the 
difficulty of  prevention and 
control”.

Nearly a quarter of  
Beijing's active cases are 
people over 60, and half  of  
the infected seniors have not 
received Covid vaccines, 
Pang said.

The populous eastern 
district of  Chaoyang said it 
would  expand  Cov id  
testing, adding that it had 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  b a n n e d  
extracurricular in-person 
classes or sports activities. 

Many of  the capital's 
fitness studios and gyms 
had already cancelled 
classes or closed.

B e i j i n g  h a s  a l s o  
imposed tight controls on 
entry to the city, with 
travellers required to have a 
negative Covid test from 
within 48 hours.

Pe o p l e  w h o  h ave  
travelled to cities or counties 
where just a single Covid 
case has been reported in 
the past two weeks are 
barred entry.
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Beijing warns of 'grim' situation

London says Yemen frees Briton held since 2017

Cook Islands records
first Covid death
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T
he All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Ebonyi State chapter, 
has described the statement 

on Governor David Umahi credited 
to the Rivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike as “signs of  
frustration and psychiatric disorder.

The Chairman of  the Party in the 
state, Chief  Stanley Okoro Emegha 
in a statement in Abakaliki tagged: 
“Unceasing attacks by Wike on 
Governor Umahi for joining APC: 
Signs of  frustration and psychiatric 
disorder”,  said  that the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), has been 
suffering the pains and feeling the 
exit of  Governor David Umahi 
from their(PDP) gangrenous party.

According to the party chairman, 
“It is obvious that the Governor 
of  Rivers state, Mr Nyesom Wike 
hardly attend a gathering without 
mentioning the peace-loving and 
untiring governor of  Ebonyi state, 
His Excellency, Engr Chief  (Dr) 
Apostle David Nweze Umahi, for 
leaving the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) for the All Progressives 

Congress (APC). 
“Since Governor Umahi left 

the PDP, Wike has been wailing 
and spewing invectives on him. 
In many occasions he spoke, he 
attacked Umahi exposing his 
frustration. Just yesterday April 
22nd, Mr Wike came to Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi state capital to consult 
PDP leaders and delegates over 
his presidential ambition. Rather 
than unfolding his agenda or 
telling them what he would do for 
Nigerians if  elected the president 
of  the country so that they can 
vote for him during the primary 
election, he was busy with the 
microphone attacking Governor 
Umahi for joining the APC.

“The garrulous Wike said 
that Governor Umahi took the 
mandate of  the PDP to the 
APC. This statement is baseless 
because a bad candidate can 
lose election in a good party, 
hence people vote based on the 
credibility of  candidates. Chief  
Apostle David Nweze Umahi 
is a household name in the state 
and his stride in leadership is 
unparalleled. Ebonyians voted for 

the PDP because of  Umahi. In 
2015, nobody in PDP accepted to 
contest the primary election with 
Umahi because of  his capacity 
and popularity, hence emerged 
unopposed. In the general 
election, he won candidates 
of  other political parties 
resoundingly. So, which mandate 
is Wike talking about?

“According to Wike, if  Umahi 
is a man, he should resign as a 
governor and contest election 
and know if  he can win again. 
Wike should know that Umahi 
is not unorganized as him. It is 
politically milky to resign one’s 
position and still contest it again. 
Apostle Umahi is a force and 
highly loved by the people. If  
he contests election under an 
unpopular political party, he will 
win; if  he contests as an individual 
candidate, he will still win. Come 
2023, Umahi will win election 
under APC so you believe that 
he’s a movement and a dogged 
party man cum mobilizer.

“Wike is one of  the most poorly 
performing governors in Nigeria. 
In spite of  the high allocation 

Umahi endorses 
Ebonyi speaker, 
Nwifuru for 
Governor

G
overnor David Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has endorsed the Speaker of  
Ebonyi State House of  Assembly, 

Chief  Francis Nwifuru to succeed him in 
2023.

Governor Umahi stated this during 
the internment of  the Father to the 
Commissioner for Trade and Investment, 
Barrister Chioma Nweze in Okposi on 
Saturday.

He expressed hope that the Speaker 
would consolidate on the Divine Mandate 
leadership in the State.

Governor Umahi appealed to the 
people of  Ebonyi South and all Ebonyians 
to support the Candidature of  the Speaker 
for the sake of  equity, justice, and fairness.

“To Okposi people and people of  
Ebonyi State, I present to you the choice 
of  the people in the person of  the Speaker 
of  Ebonyi State House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Francis Ogbonnaya Nwifuru and I 
want Ebonyi South people to know that 
when it was the turn of  Ebonyi South, 
an Abakaliki man was contesting and the 
Abakaliki people said no, so it is the time 
to pay them back.

“I want to assure you that this Divine 
Mandate we came with would continue 
and when this man comes onboard we 
would not turn left and right from Divine 
Mandate, so fear not, there is nobody 
that is thrown up by God that the people 
would not criticize.

“If  people do not accept the sacrifices 
you are making, God will not disregard 
it, you can see that his children are very 
successful, some are Doctors, some are 
Lawyers, etc.

“2023 has to be ticking of  the box, it 
will not be about promises, if  you say you 
will do B, we have to ask you to prove how 
you will do A.

“In all honesty, it is my performance 
and that of  others that APC will use to do 
their campaign.

“I ask you to continue to support our 
Government, we have only one Party and 
this party we are in now will continue 
with the development of  Ebonyi State 
from wherever we would stop.

“Let the next President come from 
South for equity, justice, and fairness, 
if  the Presidency is not zoned to the 
southeast by PDP and APC, they should 
tell the people why.

Governor Umahi responded to the 
claims by Rivers State Governor Nyesom 
Wike that he would not win elections 
without PDP, describing him as a Lawyer 
that does not know the Law.

“I am calling him to debate, he wants 
to be President, I want to be President, let 
us do a debate so that the world would 
see how intellectual property would be 
deployed.”

Gunmen abduct 10 Fulani herders, 300 cows, 
demands N4m, guns as ransom in Anambra

The South East Chairman 
of  Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
Association of  Nigeria (MACBAN), 
Alhaji Gidado Siddiki, has said 
that about ten members of  the 
association and their three hundred 
cows has been kidnapped by some 
people suspected to be gunmen 
operating in South East Nigeria.

Siddiki, who disclosed this in an 
interview with Journalists in Awka, 
said the incident took place at Fulani 
settlement, Obene community in 
Ogbaru local government area of  
Anambra State, on Saturday, April 
23, 2022 at about 1:30 am. 

He said that the Cattle herders 
were attacked at their settlement 
while asleep and their animals 
forcefully taken away by the 
gunmen numbering about 40. He 
said they invade the area with 
sophisticated weapons; guns 
cutlasses, sticks and charms.

According to him, the 
kidnappers have established 
contact with their victim’s 
families, demanding a four million 
naira and one gun as ransom. “As 
speak to you now, I have reported 
the incident to the Police and DSS 
for prompt action. He appealed 
to the kidnappers to release his 
members and their cows, stressing 
that those kidnapped are mere 
strugglers. He condemned the 
politicization of  the herdsmen 
and host communities conflict 
across the country, noting that the 
herdsmen were always accused of  
crime, even in situations where 
they were the victims of  attack.

Siddiki cited instances where 

criminals disguised in Fulani attires 
commit crimes in some states like 
Benue, Enugu, Ebonyi, southern 
Kaduna and Anambra in order to 
give the herdsmen a bad name.

He blamed the face-off  between 
herdsmen, farmers and host 
communities on lack of  accurate 
communication by the concern 
authorities. According to the Miyetti 
Allah Cattle Breeders Association 
official, most of  the conflicts can 
be averted if  dialogue and proper 
conflict management skills are 
established in the six geopolitical 
zones of  the country.

Siddiki however, commended 
the Anambra State Governor, Prof. 

Chukwuma Charles Soludo, for 
initiating peace and reconciliation 
committee to address the security 
challenges in the state and the South 
East region at large, with a view to 
achieving realistic solutions.

He re-iterated that the 
MACBAN under his watch in the 
South East, South South regions 
will continue to preach unity and 
peace among Nigerians in respective 
of  Tribe, Ethnicity and Religion 
placement.

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, while confirming the 
incident in a telephone interview 
with our reporter, in Onitsha, urged 

the leadership of  Miyetti Allah 
in the state to come up with more 
information that would enable the 
Police to commence aggressive 
investigation into the matter.

According to the PPRO, yes, 
we are aware of  the incident but we 
want the Miyetti Allah leadership to 
supply us with more information, 
since the Kidnappers have 
established ransom contact with 
the victims families.  He advised the 
Miyetti Allah leadership not to react, 
assuring them that the Command 
under CP Echeng Echeng and other 
security agencies in the state will 
do everything possible to rescue the 
victims from their abductors.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Pix: Governor Ifeanyi  Ugwuanyi cutting the tape during the commissioning of 
St. Luke Hospital, Enugu, recently.

Ebonyi APC berates Wike for attacking Umahi

and revenue for Rivers state, 
Wike has done nothing for the 
people but busy packing public 
funds, brewing violence and 
attacking Apostle David Umahi 
for choosing the best party. For 
Wike, these are achievements of  
his administration. 

“Governor Umahi had 
challenged Wike for a public 
debate but Wike ran away as he 
has nothing to offer. If  Wike is 
not scared by the achievements 
of  Umahi as a governor, he 
should have welcomed the 
debate so that people would 
make a comparative analysis of  
governance and development 
between Ebonyi and Rivers. A 
good leader boasts of  what he 
has done for the masses and not 
what he can do to a fellow leader!

“A case on defection of  
Governor Umahi is already in 
the court of  law. Umahi won 
at the Abakaliki High Court 
and Appeal Court Enugu and 
still optimistic of  victory at the 
Supreme Court. Why is Wike 
having a sleepless night over a 
case that…

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

…Says Wike’s comments signs of  frustration, psychiatric disorder

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki
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T
he National 
Directorate of  
Employment (NDE) 

has commenced the 
training of  100 unemployed 
persons in Enugu State for 
Sustainable Agricultural 
Training Scheme, SADTS. 
In the same vein, the 
Directorate gave out N100, 
000 each to 38 beneficiaries 
who underwent the 
Directorate empowerement 
programmes.

The beneficiaries partic-
ipated in the various train-
ing schemes to qualify for 
the refundable loan.

The schemes are Grad-
uate Agricultural Empow-
erment Scheme, GSES, 
8; Community Based Ag-
ricultural Empowerment 
Scheme, CBAES, 3; Agricul-
tural Enhancement Scheme, 
AES, 15 and Sustainable 
Agricultural Development 
Empowerment Scheme, 
SADES, 12 persons.

Speaking at the flag-off/
orientation of  the schemes, 
the Directorate General of  
NDE, Mallam Abubakar 
Nuhu Fikpo, represented by 
the Enugu State coordina-
tor, Mr. Donatus Azubuike, 
said that the Directorate 
was desirous of  creating 
jobs through such empow-
erment programmes.

He said that agriculture 
was the easiest and the best 
way to make money these 
days instead of  seeking for 
paid jobs.

“If  you want to be 
successful in life, you don’t 
crave for paid employment.  
There is a lot of  money in 
agriculture today.  There 
is no unemployment for 
people who embark on 
various departments of  
agriculture,” he said.

Fikpo noted that 
NDE train people various 
agricultural schemes to 
empower them to help 
themselves, pointing out 
that in less than five years, 
the beneficiaries would 
been established to become 
prominent men in the society.

He said that though the 
financial empowerment 
might be big but that if  
utilised well, the sky would 
be their limit.

Also speaking on behalf  
of  Rural Employment 
Promotion, REP, 
Department of  NDE, Dr. 
Sylvester Ekemhonye, said 
that those that venture into 
agriculture have nothing to 
regret because the gains are 
enormous.

Ekemhonye said that 
what mattered most was 
not the soft loan but what 
the beneficiaries would do 
with them to better their lot.

NDE trains, empowers 138 unemployed 
on sustainable agriculture in Enugu

However, Hon Ike who 
hails from Akaboezem 
Uruagu told our reporter 
that it was time for a 
grassroots politician 
and someone from the 
opposition party like the 
PDP other than the ruling 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) to 
represent the constituency.

As the Nnewi 
community adopted a 

rotational system in its 
political representation, 
Ike revealed that it was the 
turn of  Uruagu quarters to 
produce the next lawmaker 
to represent Nnewi at the 
State level.

Hon Ike, an estimate 
surveyor turned politician 
said he had all it takes to 
represent the industrial 
community at the State 
House of  Assembly to 

deliver democracy dividends 
to his constituents.

“I have an educational 
background and I’m a party 
man to the core. My slogan 
is “Ifediche” which means 
something different. I’m 
coming with something 
different in Nnewi. I will 
never fail to deliver my 
constituency projects.

“People have been going 
there but I have not seen 

anything different from one 
lawmaker to another but with 
me in the House, I will make 
sure I have town hall meetings 
with my constituents to know 
what they feel and what they 
need and to ensure they get 
them. Accountability and 
transparency should be my 
watchwords.

Hon Ike said that they 
should be rest assured non-
indigenes in Nnewi that he 
would never discriminate 
against them as their 
representative. He said he 
would carry everybody along 
as he never believed in the 
non-indigene ideology.

In his speech he noted that 
a great percentage of  Nkwo 
Nnewi traders population 
were people who came from 
other States. He reasoned that 
since those from other States 
were contributing immensely 
to the development of  Nnewi, 
nobody in his or her right 
senses should discriminate 
against them. He believed 
that he would be elected 
unopposed, at the time of  the 
election.

He also assured that 
the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly in the next 
dispensation would have 
a good number of  PDP 
members.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

News

PDP State Assembly aspirant assures non-indigent 
constituents equal opportunities in Nnewi

2023: I’m not 
contesting to be 
Vice President  
- Wike

R
ivers State Governor and 
Presidential Aspirant under 
Peoples Democratic Party, 

PDP, Governor Nyesom Wike has 
said that he was not contesting the 
election to become vice president or 
former presidential candidate but to 
secure an outright victory at the poll.

Wike who stated this in 
Abakaliki while addressing PDP 
Party stakeholders and delegates 
at the state party secretariat, as 
part of  his consultations the across 
country said that he possessed the 
qualities needed to become the 
President.

“I did not purchase form for 
any other position in case my 
presidential bid fails as I possess all 
characteristics needed to become 
the president.

“I have stayed with the party 
through all trying periods as people 
should not expect to reap where 
they did not sow.

Wike urged delegates from 
the state to support his ambition 
saying that he is the only PDP 
candidate that can defeat the All 
Progressive Congress in the 2023 
general election.

“I beg you (delegates) to give 
me the PDP presidential ticket. 
Currently, you are the most 
important in the country, that’s 
why I’m begging you. When I 
win the ticket, then I can talk to 
Nigerians.

“What I need is the PDP 
presidential ticket to send APC 
packing. The APC is the Satan 
that is troubling Nigeria. We don’t 
have to allow the APC to continue 
in power anymore. Don’t be 
sentimental about it.”

“If  you want to continue to 
suffer and be killed by bandits and 
kidnappers, then don’t give me the 
PDP ticket. But if  you want all 
these nonsense to stop in Nigeria 
and want the best for our children, 
the youths and the women, then 
give me the PDP ticket.

“It’s only me that can defeat the 
APC. Other aspirants don’t have 
what it takes. Therefore, I beg you 
to give me the PDP ticket and the 
moment you give it to me, then go 
to bed and sleep with your two eyes 
closed.

“This is because, I am the 
aspirant that can chase APC out of  
power, with the PDP presidential 
ticket.” 

Gov. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  
Enugu thanked the party faithful 
for their commitment at ensuring 
that the party remained strong 
in the state despite inherent 
challenges.

“This is our best opportunity 
to reclaim the governance of  the 
state and Nigeria as these could be 
achieved with the collective efforts 
of  all.

Chief  Ali Odefa, National Vice 
Chairman of  the party for the south 
east zone said the state will identify 
with Wike due to his relentless love 
and support to the party.

According to him, there 
were various agric schemes 
one could go into such as 
snail farming, horticulture, 
piggery, poultry among 
others and urged the 
participants to take their 
training serious.

“A lot of  persons have 
undergone the training and 
have utilised the opportunity.  
Take the training serious 
because there is future in it 
for you,” he said.

T
he People’s 
Democratic Party 
(PDP) aspirant for 

Nnewi North constituency 
in the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly come 2023, 
Hon Eloka Ike says what 
the community needs now is 
quality representation.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Chief Mike Ikenna Ahamba during book presentation in Owerri last week, flanked by 
former Governor of Imo State, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha.

Anambra: Ozumba, APGA Reps aspirant 
steps down for Ide Umuawulu

A
s the primary 
election for the 
All Progressives 

Grand Alliance (APGA) 
House of  Representatives 
gathers momentum, one 
of  the Aspirants for Awka 
North and South Federal 
Constituency, Hon Uchenna 
Ozumba has stepped 
down for High Chief  Dr 
Azubuike Ekweozor, Ide 
Umuawulu after securing 
APGA Nomination Form.

Ozumba made his 
intention publicly to step 
down for the frontline 

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

Aspirant, High Chief  
Ekweozor (Ide Umuawulu) 
during the during the flag-
off  ceremony of  Ebe Akpu 
road Amawbia, leading to 
the residence of  APGA  
National chairman’s Chief  
Victor Ike Oye and another 
road beside Ebe Akpu. 

The roads were to be 
constructed for the sake 
and solidarity to the aspi-
ration of  High Chief  Dr 
Azubuike Ekweozor, Ide 
Umuawulu by High Chief  
Christopher Ndubuisi 
(Ikenga Umuawulu). 

Hon Ozumba in 
his words said: “My 
supporters knew very well 

that I am qualified for the 
position but High Chief  
Azubuike Ekweozor is 
most qualified, it’s not yet 
my time, I cannot disobey 
my God.

“God said to me 
that He has prepared 
Ide Umuawulu for 
this struggle, leveling 
mountain and hills, 
bringing down the bronze 
gate and smashing its iron 
bar, giving him treasures 
from the dark secret place, 
God has called him by his 
name and taken him as his 
son, Since God is with Ide 
I can not be against him”.

“What I love about 

Ide Umuawulu is how he 
associates with everybody, 
very accommodating. He 
treats everybody equal 
without any iota of  pride, 
very accessible, very 
grounded in his localities, 
among the contestants only 
Ide Umuawulu is the one 
who has the backup of  the 
Igwe of  his community,”.

Meanwhile, Hon 
Ozumba urged all his 
supporters, friends and well 
wishers to transfer all the 
unalloyed and maximum 
support given to him to 
Ide Umuawulu who he 
described as ordained 
leader.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka



orth Korea's state 

Nmedia boasted 
Sunday that its 

armed forces had “gained 
invincible power” under 
leader Kim Jong Un as it 
prepares for a major army 
holiday that analysts say 
could be marked with a 
military parade or major 
weapons test.

N o r t h  Ko r e a  o n  
Monday celebrates the 
90th anniversary of  the 
founding of  the Korean 
People's Revolutionary 
Army and the nuclear-
armed country has staged 
military parades in the 
past to mark key holidays.

P y o n g y a n g  h a s  
carried out more than a 
dozen weapons tests this 
year, including firing an 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile at full range for the 

ustralia's defence 

Aminister on Sunday 
accused China of  

p ay i n g  b r i b e s  t o  w i n 
international deals but 
r e f u s e d  t o  s ay  i f  t h e 
corruption extended to 
Bei j ing 's  newly s igned 
de fence  pac t  wi th  the 
Solomon Islands.

Peter Dutton made the 
remarks as his conservative 
government faced questions 
in the run-up to May 21 
general elections about how 
C h i n a  a p p a r e n t l y 
outmaneuvered Australia 
by securing the agreement.

The deal shocked the 
Solomon Islands' traditional 
allies Australia and the 
United States, which fear it 
may give China a military 
foothold in the South Pacific 
less than 2,000 kilometres 
( 1 , 2 0 0  m i l e s )  f r o m 
Australia's coast.

“The Chinese don't play 
by our rules,” Dutton said.

“If  you look at what has 
happened in Africa, there 
are corrupt payments being 
made,” he told Sky News 
Australia. “We can never 
compete with that sort of  
playbook. We have values 
and we have the rule of  law 
that we abide by.”

Asked specifically if  he 
believed corrupt payments 
were made to forge China's 
deal with the Solomon 
I s l a n d s ,  w h i c h  w a s 
announced by Beijing on 
April 19, the minister said he 
could not comment.

“The real i ty is  that 
China has changed,” he 
added.

“China ' s  incredib ly 
aggressive acts of  foreign 

i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  t h e 
preparedness to pay bribes 
to beat other countries to 
deals: that's the reality of  
modern China.”

A draft  of  the pact 
shocked countries in the 
region when it was leaked 
last month, particularly 
measures that would allow 
Chinese naval deployments 
to the Solomons.

Senior opposition Labor 
Party MP Jim Chalmers 
accused Prime Minister 
S c o t t  M o r r i s o n ' s 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
“undermining our national 
security with all of  this 
chest-beating on China at 
the same time as their 
incompetence has meant 
that China is setting up on 
our doorstep”.

A  W h i t e  H o u s e 
de lega t ion  v i s i t ed  the 
Solomon Islands capital 
Honiara on Friday to warn 
of  repercussions if  China 
was to establish a permanent 
military presence in the 
Pacific nation under the new 
agreement.

The White House said 
the officials had told Prime 
M i n i s t e r  M a n a s s e h 
Sogavare that the recently 
signed pact had “potential 
r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y 
i m p l i c a t i o n s ”  f o r 
Washington and its allies.

“If  steps are taken to 
e s t a b l i s h  a  d e  f a c t o 
p e r m a n e n t  m i l i t a r y 
presence, power-projection 
capabilities, or a military 
installation, the delegation 
noted that the United States 
would then have significant 
concer ns  and  respond 
accordingly,” the White 

House said in a statement.
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y 

C o u n c i l  I n d o - P a c i f i c 
Coordinator Kurt Campbell 
and Assistant Secretary of  
State for East Asian and 
Paci f ic  Af fa i rs  Danie l 
K r i t e n b r i n k  l e d  t h e 
delegation, which also 
included Pentagon officials.

According to the White 
House statement, “Sogavare 
re i te ra ted  h i s  spec i f i c 
assurances that there would 
be no military base, no long-
term presence, and no power 
projection capability, as he 
has said publicly”.

Sogavare's government 
severed ties with Taiwan in 
September 2019 in favour of  
diplomatic relations with 
C h i n a ,  u n l o c k i n g 
investment but stoking inter-
island rivalries.

Last November, protests 
against Sogavare's rule 
sparked violent riots in the 
capital, during which much 
of  the city's Chinatown was 
torched.

While the unrest was 
partly fuelled by poverty and 
unemployment, anti-China 
sentiment was also cited as 
playing a role.

W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t 
China's influence in the 
Pacific, Australia's prime 
minister told repor ters 
Friday that Beijing was 
e x e r t i n g  “ e n o r m o u s 
pressure” on leaders of  
Pacific island nations.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian in 
turn accused “Australian 
politicians” of  “coercive 
diplomacy” in the region.

first time since 2017.
A re por t  by  the  

North's official Korean 
Central News Agency 
listed the history of  the 
c o u n t r y ' s  m i l i t a r y  
achievements, from its 
battles against the United 
States in the 1950-53 
Korean War to smaller 
conflicts.

“All the people of  the 
country are looking back 
deeply on the history of  
the 100 victory of  our 
revolut ionar y armed 
forces,” it said.

The report added Kim 
had further propelled the 
country's military might 
with his “genius military 
i d e o l o g y,  e x c e l l e n t  
military command and 
unparalleled courage and 
guts”.

“Our revolutionary 

armed forces have gained 
invincible power that the 
world cannot ignore,” it 
said, in an apparent 
reference to the North's 
nuclear arsenal.

Signs that Pyongyang 
was preparing for its 
“biggest ever military 
parade” to mark the 
upcoming anniversary 
have  been detec ted,  
Yonhap news agency 
reported, citing multiple 
unnamed government 
sources.

The parade was likely 
to take place at midnight, 
the report said, involving 
around 20,000 troops and 
t h e  N o r t h ' s  m o s t  
sophisticated weaponry 
including the “monster” 
Hwasong-17 ICBM as 
well as hypersonic and 
s u b m a r i n e - l a u n c h e d  

ballistic missiles.
North Korea had been 

w i d e ly  ex p e c t e d  t o  
showcase its military 
strength to mark the 110th 
anniversary of  the birth of  
its founding leader and 
Kim's grandfather Kim Il 
Sung on April 15, but 
instead, the day was 
celebrated with a civilian 
parade.

Satellite imagery has 

ix soldiers were killed 

Sand  20  in jured  in 
simultaneous attacks 

targeting three army bases in 
central Mali Sunday, the 
army said. 

Targets in Sevare, Niono, 
and Bapho were all hit by 
“armed terrorist groups 
(who) used suicide vehicles 
packed with explosives”, the 
Malian army said in  a 
statement. 

A group linked to the 
firebrand preacher Amadou 
Koufa claimed the attacks, 
according to audio sent to 
AFP Sunday from a source 
c lose  to  the  suspec ted 
attackers. 

The group, Katiba of  
Macina, belongs to the 
Group to Support Islam and 
Muslims (GSIM), an Al-
Qaeda-linked alliance and 
the biggest jihadist network 
in the Sahel. 

“On Sunday morning, 
the mujahideen of  the Katiba 
of  Macina struck three 
camps of  the (Malian armed 
forces),” a member of  the 
group told AFP in an audio 
message. 

The source said Bapho 
and Niono were hit, in line 
with information from Mali's 
army. 

It also said Segou was 
attacked, which was not 
among the targets mentioned 

by the Malian army. 
“We hit these camps at 

the same time within five 
minutes of  each other. (Apart 
from the) deaths, we caused 
material damage to them,” 
the audio recording said. 

Military sources earlier 
t o l d  A F P  t h e  a t t a c k s 
occurred at 0500 GMT in 
Sevare, Niono, and Bapho, 
all in the centre of  the 
country. 

In Sevare, “there was a 
double terrorist attack with 
shots fired and machinery 
exp loded ,”  one  o f  the 
sources said. 

“The army retaliated. We 
are not able to provide a toll 
at the moment,” the source 
added. 

“ W e  h a v e  a s k e d 

M I N U S M A  ( t h e  U N 
Mission in Mali), as part of  
our collaboration, to send a 
rapid intervention force near 
the Sevare camp to help 
s e c u r e  i t ,”  t h e  s o u r c e 
continued. 

A separate  mi l i tar y 
source within MINUSMA 
confirmed the information. 

One  o f  the  poores t 
countries in the world, Mali 
is struggling with a decade-
long jihadist insurgency that 
has claimed thousands of  
lives and driven hundreds of  
thousands from their homes.

Public anger at elected 
president Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita's failure to roll back the 
insurgency provided the 
spark for a military takeover 
in August 2020. 

also shown continued 
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  w i t h  
thousands  of  Nor th  
Korean troops and scores 
of  vehicles marching in 
formation at a parade 
t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  i n  
Pyongyang.

“Typically, troops 
depart the training ground 
as soon as the parade is 
c o m p l e t e ,  s o  t h e i r  
presence further indicates 

an upcoming event,” 
Martyn Williams, a fellow 
at the Stimson Center, 
wrote on the 38 North 
website.

US and South Korean 
officials and analysts have 
also warned Pyongyang 
could resume nuclear 
weapons testing for the 
first time since 2017, citing 
renewed activity at its key 
testing site.
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Foreign News
North Korea boasts of 'invincible power' ahead of
key military anniversary

Australia accuses China of paying
bribes to win deals

Six soldiers die, 20 injured in Mali
terror attacks



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

says it has thwarted fresh 
attempts by Brazil based 
drug cartels to smuggle 
substantial quantities of  
cocaine into Nigeria through 
t h e  N n a m d i  A z i k i we  
International Airport, Abuja 
and Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport, Lagos 
by concealing them in 
teabags.

Director, Media and 
A d v o c a c y ,  N D L E A  
Headquarters, Abuja, Femi 
Babafemi, who disclosed 
this in a statement on 
Sunday, said at least, four 
traffickers involved in the 

lives and property lies 
squarely on the sponsors of  
the illegal refinery, “who 
must all be caught and 
made to face justice.”

“ P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
directed the nation's armed 
f o r c e s ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d 
intelligence agencies to 
intensify the clampdown on 
illegal refineries following 
the reported deaths of  tens 
of  people Friday night after 
an illegal refinery exploded 
at Abaezi forest in the 
O h a j i - E g b e m a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Imo 
State”, the statement said.

In conveying “the 
condolences and the full 
depth and range of  the 
nation's shock and trauma” 
to the families of  the 
victims, the Ohaji Egbema 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e 
government and people of  
Imo State, the President 
urged community leaders, 
the police, and the secret 
service to never allow the 
occurrence of  the heart-
breaking incident in any 
part of  the country again.

security agencies, especially 
the  sec re t  se r v ice,  to 
intensify the clampdown on 
illegal petroleum refining in 
the country.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
statement issued by his 
Senior Special Assistant on 
Media  and  Pub l i c i t y, 
Mallam Garba Shehu, the 
P r e s i d e n t  s a i d 
responsibility for the loss of  

Ohaji-Egbema council 
area of  Imo State on 
Friday.

In his reaction to the 
bloody incident, President 
Buhar i  desc r ibed  the 
explosion and the resulting 
d e a t h s  a s  a  n a t i o n a l 
catastrophe, directing the 
a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  o t h e r 

r e s i d e n t PM u h a m m a d u 
B u h a r i  h a s 

i n s t r u c t e d  s e c u r i t y 
agencies, particularly the 
intelligence arm, to track 
and arrest the sponsors of  
the illegal refinery, which 
led to the death of  tens of  
Nigerians in Abaezi Forest, 

hree suspected “one Tchance”  robbers 
have been arrested in 

Akure, the state capital.
The Ondo State Police 

C o m m a n d  m a d e  t h i s 
known in a statement on 
Sunday

The suspects  were 
identified as Akin David, 
36; Kayode Akinlosolu, 42; 
and Adekunle Blessing, 32.

The Command's Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
SP Funmilayo Odunlami 
explained that on April 16, 
a t  about  5 .35  p.m.  a t 
R o a d b l o c k  o n 

B e n i n / O w o / I l e s h a 
expressway, Akure, two 
ladies (names withheld) 
boarded a taxi and one of  
them was robbed of  her 
Infinix Smart 5 phone.

The PPRO said the taxi 
driver ordered the ladies to 
alight midway into the 
journey, claiming that the 
cab was no longer going 
their way.

O d u n l a m i  f u r t h e r 
stated that the case was 
reported to the station and 
three suspects were arrested.

A taxi marked BDR 
743XA and one stolen Itel 

a n d r o i d  p h o n e  w e r e 
recovered from them.

The PPRO added that 
during interrogation, the 
suspects confessed to be 
serial robbers whose area of  
speciality was using taxis to 
rob unsuspecting citizens 
who board their vehicles 
within the state and rob 
them of  their phones and 
other valuables,”

Odunlami said that the 
suspects would soon be 
c h a r ge d  t o  c o u r t  a n d 
advised members of  the 
public to be conscious of  
their environment.

attempts to import and 
export illicit drugs through 
the country within the last 
one week are now in the 
custody of  the Agency.

Babafemi also said a 
suspected fake security agent 
was arrested on Saturday 
23rd April in Abuja while 
moving 23.8kg cannabis 
from Lagos to Maiduguri, 
Borno State.

He said, “One of  them is 
33-year-old Pascal Ekene 
Okolo, an indigene of  Ihe in 
Ogwu Local Government 
Area of  Enugu state, who 
was arrested during an 
inward clearance of  Qatar 
Airways flight from Sao 
Paulo via Doha at the arrival 

hall of  the NAIA on Sunday 
17th April. Okolo who 
claimed to be into wine 
business in Brazil was 
arrested with a travelling bag 
c o n t a i n i n g  d i f f e r e n t  
medicinal teabags, which 
were used to conceal  
4.1kilograms of  cocaine.

“Same day, a Canada-
based Nigerian, Anigo 
Christian Godspower was 
intercepted at the D-Arrival 
Hall of  the MMIA, Ikeja, 
during an inward clearance 
of  passengers on Qatar 
Airways from Sao Paolo via 
Doha to Lagos. When his 
luggage was searched, two 
blocks of  Cocaine with a 
total weight of  2.10kg were 

discovered. The 52-year-old 
Anigo who hails from Udi 
local council area of  Enugu 
state claimed he operated an 
unregistered Bureau De 
Change business before 
delving into the illicit drug 
trade.

“The bid by another 
cartel to export 950grams of  
Heroin concealed in the soles 
of  lady's footwears through 
the MMIA cargo shed was 
equally foiled by anti-
narcotic officers who have so 
far arrested two suspects 
linked to the crime. Those 
arrested between 16th and 
17th April in connection with 
attempt to export the drug to 
Monrovia, Liberia include: 

ive wedding guests Fabducted in Anambra 
State last Monday 

have been released.
A family source and the 

pol ice  conf i rmed the i r 
release when they spoke with 
the News Agency of  Nigeria 
(NAN) on Sunday in Awka.

Assailants abducted the 
wedding guests at gunpoint 
on the Akpo-Nkpologwu 
Road in  Aguata  Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra while returning 
from a wedding.

The family source said 
they were released during the 

week hale and hearty and 
had since reunited with their 
families, but did not say 
whether ransom was paid to 
secure their release.

The source said also that 
the abductors were still 
keeping the Toyota Camry 
car the freed men were 
travelling in.

“We appeal to them to 
kindly release the car,'' he 
pleaded.

The police spokesman in 
Anambra, DSP Toochukwu 
Ikenga, also confirmed the 
re lease  of  the  men on 
Sunday.

I d o k o j a  S o l o m o n  
Chukwurah and Patrick John 
Tochukwu.”

Babafemi added that 
NDLEA operatives in raids 
in Kano, Kaduna, Benue and 
Akwa Ibom States have 
seized no less than 88,734 
d o s e s  o f  T r a m a d o l ,  
Pentazocine, Diazepam and 
Swinol.

“In Kano, Aliyu Usman, 
28, was arrested at Railway 
area of  the state capital with 
47,000 capsules of  Tramadol 
and 2,000 ampules of  
pentazocine injection on 
Tuesday 19th April while 
Saminu Usman, 28, was 
n a b b e d  w i t h  2 4 , 7 1 0  
Tramadol tablets at Gadar 
Tamburawa area of  Kano 
two days earlier.

“In Benue, another 
dealer, Emeka Eze was 
arrested at an NDLEA 
checkpoint  at  Adikpo,  
Kwande Local Government 
area of  the state with 10,000 
Tramadol capsules and 900 
tablets of  swinol, while in 
Kaduna state, the duo of  
Raphael Daniel and David 

Musa were arrested at 
Mando park, Kaduna with 
1kg of  Cocaine on Thursday 
21st April.

“ A  w e e k  a f t e r  
Muhammad Sani Ibrahim 
sent 12.1kg of  cannabis from 
Lagos to Kaduna, operatives 
were able to trace and arrest 
him last Thursday and 
brought him to Kaduna after 
h i s  c o n s i g n m e n t  wa s  
intercepted. Another dealer, 
Kamilu Ibrahim was also 
arrested same day at Kargi 
village in Kubau LGA, 
Kaduna State with 10.6kg 
Cannabis Sativa, while 
Bashir Ibrahim was arrested 
on Friday 22nd April after his 
f o u r  c o n s i g n m e n t s  
containing Cannabis Sativa 
weighing  44 .6kg  were  
intercepted three days earlier 
along Abuja-Kaduna express 
road.

“In Akwa Ibom State, 
operatives arrested two 
female drug dealers: Eno-
Obong  Ede t ,  36 ,  and  
Hossana Esema Ukpong, 28, 
with various quantities of  
Ro hy p n o l ,  D i a z e p a m ,  
Tramadol and Cannabis, 
while a suspected fake 
security agent was arrested 
on Saturday 23rd April in 
Abuja while moving 23.8kg 
cannabis from Lagos to 
Maiduguri, Borno State,” he 
said.

C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  the NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba 
Marwa (Retd) commended 
the officers and men of  the 
NAIA,  MMIA,  Kano,  
Kaduna, Akwa Ibom and 
FCT Commands of  the 
Agency for sustaining the 
heat on drug cartels.

He charged them and 
those in other commands 
across the country to remain 
vigilant and on the offensive 
until the last gram of  illicit 
drugs is taken away from the 
streets.
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NDLEA seizes cocaine hidden in teabags at Lagos, Abuja Airports

Five wedding guests
abducted in Anambra
regain freedom

Buhari orders man-haunt for sponsors of Imo
illegal refinery

Suspected 'one chance' robbers
arrested in Ondo



he average prices of  Tfood items in Nigeria 
recorded significant 

increases within a one-year 
period spanning between 
February 2021 and February 
2 0 2 2 ,  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  
Statistics show. 

According to NBS, the 

i g e r i a  s p e n t 

N$ 5 9 8 . 5 9 m  o n 
servicing the debts 

owed to the World Bank and 
the Exim Bank of  China in 
2 0 2 1 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
analysis of  data on actual 
e x t e r n a l  d e b t  s e r v i c e 
payments from the Debt 
Management Office. 

The country paid the 
Wor ld  Bank  a  to ta l  o f  
$390.92m, which included 
$ 3 8 4 . 2 8 m  t o  t h e 
International Development 
Association and $6.46m to 
the International Bank for 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 
Development. 

A total of  $207.67m was 
paid to the Exim Bank of  
China, for different projects 
for which loans were taken. 

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government had sought loan 
fac i l i t ies  f rom Chinese 
lenders to implement several 
infrastructural projects.

In a new document titled 
'status of  Chinese loans as of 
S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1 ' 
published last week, the 
DMO disclosed that 15 
projects were funded with the 
acquired loans 

These projects range 
from the water supply, power 
generation, railways, airport 
t e r m i n a l s ,  a n d 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o 
agricultural processing. 

The  document  a l so 
showed that there are varying 
interest rates, which range 
from 2.5 per cent to 3 per cent, 
and are not solely fixed on 2.5 
per cent as the DMO claimed 
in its statement in June 2020. 

Most of  the loans from 
the World Bank were also tied 
t o  a  p r o g r a m m e  o r  a n 
infrastructure project. 

On December 14, 2020, 
for instance, the World Bank 
approved a $1.5bn loan for 
Nigeria, earmarked for two 
projects, namely the Nigeria 
COVID-19 Action Recovery 
and Economic Stimulus 
Programme and the State 
F i s c a l  T r a n s p a r e n c y, 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  a n d 
Sustainability Programme.

The bank had on June 
27, 2018, approved a loan of  
$ 7 7 5 m  f o r  t h e  F i s c a l 
Governance and Institutions 
Project, Nigeria Erosion and 
Watershed Management 
P r o j e c t  ( a d d i t i o n a l 
financing), Nigeria Polio 
Eradication Support Project 
( add i t iona l  f inanc ing ) , 
Nige r ia  E lec t r i f i ca t ion 
Project and the State Fiscal 
T r a n s p a r e n c y , 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d 
Sustainability scheme. 

On March 23, 2017, the 
bank approved a $200m 
credit for the implementation 
of  the Agro-Processing, 
Agricultural Productivity 
E n h a n c e m e n t  a n d 
Livelihood Improvement 
Support Project, while a 
$150m credit was offered for 
Mineral Sector Support for 
Economic Diversification 
Project on April 14 the same 
year. 

On June 7, 2016, the 
bank approved a $1.1bn 
credit as additional finance to 
fund the State Education 
Prog ramme Inves tment 
Project, Community and 
Social Development Project, 
Nigeria Youth Employment 
and Social Support Project, 
State Health Investment 
Project,  Third National 
F a d a m a  D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o j e c t ,  N G - P o l i o 
Eradication Support Project 
and the National Social 
Safety Nets Project. 

In an earlier Punch 
report, it was disclosed that 
Nigeria spent $1.79bn in five 
years on servicing the debts 
owed to the World Bank and 
the Exim Bank of  China. 

As of  December 2021, 
Nigeria still owes World Bank 
and China $12.38bn and 
$3.63bn respectively.

average cost of  beans (white, 
black eye, sold loose) rose by 
50.1 per cent from N331.48 
to N 497.54 during the 
review period. 

On a monthly basis, the 
price of  beans recorded an 
increase of  3.34 per cent 
from N481.47 in January 
2022 to N 497.54 in 

February 2022. 
As of  February 2021, the 

average cost of  1kg of  
tomatoes was N269.18. It 
however  increased  to  
N393.08 in February 2022 
indicating 46.03 per cent 
increase

The average price of  
500g of  sliced bread also 

increased year-on-year by 
34.11 per cent from N326.61 
i n  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 1  t o  
N438.03 in February 2022. 

“Likewise, the average 
price of  1kg of  tomato 
increased from N367.01 in 
January 2022 to N393.08 in 
February 2022, indicating 
7.10 per cent rise,” the report 
added. 

Yam also recorded a 
significant increase during 
the review period. The 
average price of  1kg of  this 
f o o d  i t e m  r o s e  f r o m  
N242.82 in February 2021 
to N339.76 in February 
2022, showing an increase 

he World Bank and Tthe  In te r na t iona l 
M o n e t a r y  F u n d 

(IMF) have disclosed plans to 
fast track the implementation 
o f  the  G20 debt  re l i e f  
scheme.

The announcement was 
made at the ongoing 2022 
Spring Meetings of  the World 
Bank-IMF in Washington 
DC.

In November 2020, the 
G20 reached an agreement 
on a Common Framework to 
deal with insolvency and 
liquidity problems in DSSI-
eligible countries, including 
Nigeria.

At a briefing attended by 
IMF Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva, World 
B a n k  P r e s i d e n t  D av i d 
Malpass said the institutions 
would help debtor nations 
achieve development and 
macro-economic stability.

T h e s e  i n c l u d e 
strengthening institutions 
and the capacity needed to 
improve debt transparency, 
developing mechanisms to 
resolve private-sector debt 
overhangs, and delivering 
effective financial sector 
supervision.

Others are improving 
access to long-term finance 
and  enab l ing  f inanc ia l 
deepening that reduces the 
cost  of  investment  and 
allocates risk.

“The ongoing war in 
Ukraine and weak economic 
outlook with rising inflation 
and the likely tightening in 
financing conditions will 
make the debt burden worse.

“Our goal is expeditious 
debt relief  that would restore 
these  countr ies  to  debt 
sustainability”, Malpass 
noted.

A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e 

e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  G 2 0 
Common Framework has 
been slow, the chief  listed 
four priorities identified by 
the World Bank and IMF 
teams.

They include quicker 
and more efficient processes 
through time-bound steps in 
the implementation and the 
introduction of  a debt service 
standstill to address the 
liquidity needs of  countries 
requesting treatment, with no 
penalty interest.

Others are greater clarity 
on how official bilateral 
creditors will enforce and 
evaluate the comparability of  
treatment; and expansion of  
coordinated debt treatments 
t o  n o n - D S S I  e l i g i b l e 
c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  d e b t 
vulnerabilities.

Malpass added that the 
priorities were tailored to 
current circumstances, while 
also heeding the lessons of  
p a s t  d e b t  c r i s e s  a n d 
restructurings.

of  39.92 per cent. 
Other food items that 

recorded notable increase 
during the period under 
review are bread (sliced) and 
groundnut oil.

The NBS stated, “The 
average price of  Bread 
Sliced 500g, also, increased 
year-on-year by 34.11 
percent from N 326.61 in 
February 2021 to N438.03 
in February 2022 

“On month-on-month, 
the average price of  this item 
increased by 4.63 percent 
(N418.65) in February 2021. 

“Similarly, the average 
price of  Groundnut oil: 1 

bottle, specify bottle stood at 
N971.01 in February 2022; 
this shows an increase of  
3.18 per cent (N941.10) in 
January 2022. 

“In the same way, the 
year-on-year analysis shows 
an increase of  43.46 per cent 
(N676.87) in February 
2021.” 

State price distribution 
shows that as of  February 
2022, Ebonyi recorded the 
highest average price of  
beans (white, black eye, sold 
loose) with N880.59 and the 
lowest was reported in 
Bauchi with N243.67, the 
report added. 
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Beans, tomatoes, yam record 40% price hike –NBS

Debt servicing: Nigeria paid $598.59m to
World Bank, China in 2021 – Report

World Bank, IMF to expedite
execution of G20 debt relief for
Nigeria, others
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he Imo State chapter of the Peoples Democratic Party, on Wednesday, accused the state governor, Hope Uzodimma, of trivializing Tand politicizing insecurity in the state. In a statement issued in Owerri, the state capital, the state PDP's spokesperson, Emenike 
Nmeregini, flayed the governor's speech on Easter Sunday wherein the governor was quoted as questioning why opposition 

leaders were not attacked by bandits. The PDP's spokesperson called on the President Muhammadu Buhari to call Uzodimma to order 
over the speech. Responding to the PDP's claim that the state governor, Hope Uzodimma, was trivializing and politicizing insecurity in 
the state, the APC urged security agents to hold the PDP leaders responsible for the resumed killings in the state. Reacting, the state 
Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Declan Emelumba stated that the PDP's statement is incoherent and totally nonsensical. 
The All Progressives Congress, on Thursday, fired back at the Peoples Democratic Party by accusing the main opposition party of being 
responsible for the spate of insecurity in Imo State. Also, a statement issued in Owerri, the state capital, by the APC spokesperson in the 
state, Cajetan Duke, said that the state governor had no hands in the insecurity ravaging the state as alleged by the PDP on Wednesday.

his party strongly views as shocking, desperate and condemnable, the statement credited Tto Governor Uzodimma in his Easter message, where he wondered why bandits, killers, 
arsonists, terrorists and militants have not been attacking and wiping out opposition 

figures in Imo. “By that reckless statement, Uzodimma confirms reports that his government 
has hatched wicked plots to commence systematic elimination of  perceived political opponents, 
especially those who disagree with him. “Governor Uzodimma's open call for the elimination 
of  members of  the opposition in the state portrays his mindless, unconscionable intolerance and 
disdain for opposition's constructive criticisms. “We call on President Muhammadu Buhari to 
note and order an immediate investigation of  Governor Uzodimma's latest outbursts and 
threats against innocent citizens of  Imo State and do the needful. “This party also notes with 
dismay the inexcusable failure of  the APC-led administration of  Governor Hope Uzodimma to 
address the festering insecurity in the state. This situation gets worse and the carnage only 
increases. In the last few days, the Orlu LGA and its environs have been on fire, with gory images 
and videos of  killings and arson dominating the cyberspace. “Even Easter celebrations in most 
parts of  Orlu, Orsu, Oru East and Oru West LGAs became a festival of  sorrow and blood as 
gunshots, deaths, fire and pandemonium reigned across the areas. All of  these point to a 
catastrophic failure of  government. They are direct consequences of  an inept and clueless 
leadership, one that has failed to deliver the basic duty of  governance – security of  lives and 
property. “This party regrets that even in the face of  these killings and mindless attacks on 
private homes and public institutions, Governor Uzodimma has never seen the urgency to 
properly diagnose the situation and set in motion honest, sustainable programmes aimed at 
permanently addressing the menace. He has, regrettably, instead chosen to trivialize and 
grandstand over his bloated ego. “Embattled Governor Uzodimma only engages in cheap lies 
and propaganda, and buck passing as his own solution to a situation that consumes hundreds of  
innocent lives, which he has the responsibility to tackle. “He had set a date in January for the 
naming of  the so-called sponsors of  the killings. And he has failed to do so. Rather he continued 
to seek ways to frame his perceived political opponents and rope them into the orgy of  violence. 
“It is mind-boggling, and it smacks of  mischief  and deliberate attempt to eliminate his perceived 
political foes, that while the military in Imo has blamed another group for the Easter Sunday 
attacks in Orlu, Uzodimma has continued to say the opposition should be held responsible for 
the onslaughts. “What could be more indicative of  Uzodimma's intellectual inadequacy to 
govern Imo than that, instead of  arresting and prosecuting criminals who kill innocent citizens, 
he chooses to toy with the monsters, romanticize the unfortunate killings and politicize the 
situation. He also places no premium on the lives of  Imo people, the same people he pretends to 
govern. “While commiserating with all those who have been affected by these killings, maiming 
and arson in Imo State, we task security agencies on professionalism, and enjoin citizens to be 
prayerful and vigilant at this avoidable, very trying period. “Our party feels the pulse of  the 
people and the polity. The pathetic Imo situation, no gainsaying, is far from the vision of  our 
founding fathers and that of  our party.

he PDP's statement is incoherent and totally nonsensical. Even a primary school pupil 

Twould have made a better presentation than the gibberish from the PDP. “How can the 

governor be pointing out the obvious fact that the bandits are attacking only the APC 

members, which is a clear evidence that the attacks are politically motivated, amounting to his 

calling for the elimination of  his political opponents. Nothing can be more childish and illogical. 

“It is truly unfortunate that what is left of  Imo PDP is the hollow statement from its publicity 

secretary. We will therefore not descend so low to join issues with a party that has lost every 

dignity and is now a shadow of  itself.” “We consider the latest effort of  the opposition PDP to 

blame the APC-led government of  His Excellency, Distinguished Senator Hope Uzodimma, for 

the incidents of  insecurity in parts of  the Orlu Senatorial zone of  the state as a deliberate attempt 

to mislead the people, malign the person of  the governor and undermine the credibility of  his 

administration. “It is dishonest, wicked and utterly mischievous for the PDP to attribute the 

renewed gruesome attacks on notable leaders of  the All Progressives Congress and destruction 

of  critical public infrastructure in the state to lack of  leadership capacity on the part of  the 

governor. “Contrary to such ridiculous, pedestrian and kindergarten allegations, the leadership 

of  the PDP should hold themselves individually and collectively responsible for the unwarranted 

killings of  innocent citizens and destruction of  public and private properties in the state. “A party 

that for two years has sustained a deliberate campaign of  calumny, incitement and destructive 

opposition against the government of  the day, should not look for whom to blame when the result 

comes. Indeed, it is no longer news that what is happening in Imo today has the tacit 

endorsement and signature of  the opposition element in the state. “Instead of  looking for whom 

to blame, Imolites and all men of  goodwill deserve an unreserved apology from the PDP, and not 

its provocative, hypocritical grandstanding. “As a party, we had expected the opposition PDP in 

Imo to exonerate themselves from obvious culpability in the ongoing security challenges in the 

state by joining hands with the state government to condemn the ugly trend. However, we are 

shocked over their unrepentant and unrelenting devious posture. “Nonetheless, we are delighted 

that Governor Hope Uzodimma, to the admiration of  patriotic men and women in the state, 

irrespective of  political inclination, has continued to demonstrate capacity, maturity and 

uncommon statecraft in the business of  governance, and particularly, the fight against politically-

sponsored insecurity in the state. “While we continue to commiserate with families of  victims of  

insecurity, we pray to God for the restoration of  peace and security in our dear state, Imo.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Monday 25 – Tuesday 26 April, 2022   

Insecurity in Imo: PDP, APC accuse
each other of being responsible

Uzodimma playing politics
with insecurity – Imo PDP PDP, not Uzodimma responsible

for insecurity – Imo APC
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hristian Pulisic came 

Coff  the bench to give 
Chelsea a dramatic 

1-0 win over West Ham on 
S u n d ay,  m i nu t e s  a f t e r 
Jorginho had a woeful 
penalty saved.

T h e  h o m e  s i d e 
dominated the opening 45 
minutes, but neither side 
were able to register a shot on 
target as both teams lacked 
quality in the final third.

With much of  the same 
in the opening five minutes 
of  the second half, Chelsea 
finally woke up and started 
to threaten the West ham 
goal.

Timo Werner had a shot 
blocked from close-range in 
the f irst  of  a string of  
important Craig Dawson 
b l o c k s,  b e f o r e  L u k a s z 
Fabianski reacted well to 
deny a deflected N'Golo 
Kante effort.

Werner was the recipient 
of  possibly the best chance of  
the game. A loose ball 

yson Fury says he can Tw a l k  aw a y  f r o m 
boxing after winning 

“every belt there is to win” 
following a moment of  brutal 
magic to stop Dillian Whyte 
a n d  r e t a i n  h i s  W B C 
heavyweight crown. 

The unbeaten fighter 
produced a vicious uppercut 
at the end of  the sixth round 
of  the all-British fight on 
Saturday, sending a crowd of  
94,000 at Wembley Stadium 
into raptures. 

The 33-year-old then told 
his adoring fans he was 
sticking to his plan to hang up 
his gloves -forgoing the 
opportunity to become the 
first undisputed heavyweight 
champion since Lennox 
Lewis. 

F u r y  s a i d  h e  h a d 
promised his wife, Paris, after 
his third fight with Deontay 
Wilder in October that he 
would quit but owed it to his 
fans to fight one more time on 
home soil.

“This might be the final 
curtain for the Gypsy King,” 
he said immediately after his 
v i c t o r y  i n  L o n d o n  o n 
Saturday. “And what a way to 
go out.” 

“I've won every belt there 
is to win, there's nothing 
more I can do, I've won every 
belt in the game,” he said later 
at  his post-match press 
conference. 

“If  this was a computer 
game it would definitely be 
completed for sure.” 

But Fury also muddied 
the waters  on a  highly 
charged evening, saying he 

anchester City Mhave joined the 
battle for West 

Ham midfielder Declan 
Rice.

According to reports, 
C i t y,  w h o  h ave  b e e n 
gazumped by Manchester 
United in recent years for 
A l e x i s  S a n c h e z  a n d 
Cristiano Ronaldo, are 
r e a d y  t o  b a c k  P e p 
Guardiola in the transfer 
market and dent Erik Ten 
H a g ' s  i m p a c t  a t  O l d 
Trafford following his 
appointment last week.

Though  a  dea l  fo r 
£63mil l ion Dor tmund 
striker, Erling Haaland has 
already been agreed, City 
bosses have made it clear 
they can go after Rice as 
well with club captain, 
Fernandinho departing to 
leave a vacancy in midfield.

T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  
challenging for trophies 
under Pep Guardiola would 
be more attractive to 23-
year-old Rice than having to 
help rebuild a club which 

needs 'open-heart surgery' 
according to their current 
interim Ralf  Rangnick.

It's understood that City 
have already requested to be 
kept informed of  Rice's 
future plans and made it 
clear they are a viable 
destination.

h a d  U F C  h e av y we i g h t 
champion Francis Ngannou 
i n  h i s  s i g h t s  a f t e r  t h e 
Cameroonian MMA fighter 
got into the ring during the 
celebrations. 

“I want to have fun,” he 
said. “I'm an entertainer and 
it's what I do best. Big Francis 
Ngannou is on my hitlist in 
an exhibition fight. 

“However he wants it, in a 
cage, in a ring, with boxing 
gloves or UFC gloves, we can 
make it happen. He is a 
monster of  a guy and so am I, 
so it will be a clash of  the 
titans.” 

If  this was to be the last 
official bout of  his colourful 
career, Fury went out with a 
b a n g ,  r eve l l i n g  i n  t h e 
passionate support of  an 
adoring crowd. 

Wembley rocked to the 
strains of  Don McLean's 
“American Pie” as huge 
screens  in  the  s tadium 
s h owe d  i m a g e s  o f  h i s 
glittering career. 

Ever the showman, Fury 
entered the arena decked in 
the red and white of  the 
English flag, before posing on 
a golden throne as fireworks 
pierced the darkness.

The giant fighter then 
discarded his robe and jogged 
t o  t h e  r i n g ,  w h e r e  h e 
dominated the fight before 
the decisive moment left 
Whyte on the floor and 
unable to continue.

Fury then led the crowd in 
a rendition of  “American 
Pie” as he revelled in his 
victory. 

In reflective mood, the 
British boxer paid tribute to 
promoter Frank Warren – 

nion Berlin striker, 

UTaiwo Awoniyi, 
said he wished he 

could've made more of  his 
time with Liverpool.

Looking back on his time 
at Liverpool, Awoniyi still 
has fondness for his former 

Fury battled depression, 
drink and drug problems in 
the years  af ter  he  beat 
Wladimir Klitschko to claim 
the WBA, IBF and WBO 
belts in 2015. 

“Frank brought me back 
from the brink of  death when 
everyone else was scared to 
get me in the ring,” he told 
reporters. 

“He brought me back 
from being a fat man of  28 
stone (392 pounds, 178 
kilogrammes).” 

So is this really it? Can 
Fury resist the temptation to 
have a shot at becoming 
arguably the greatest British 
heavyweight of  all time? 

“I'm going to retire as the 
second heavyweight  in 
history after Rocky Marciano 
to retire undefeated,” he said, 
before adding: “All roads led 

to the Gypsy King and I was 
unbeatable at this game.” 

But Lewis is clearly not 
calling time on Fury's career 
just yet, tweeting that Fury's 
performance at Wembley 
“emphatically keeps him as 
the man to beat”. 

“He's already in a very 
exclusive club in boxing, but I 
look forward to welcoming 
him to the undisputed club,” 
he said. “Let's get it done”. 

F u r y  w i l l  s u r e ly  b e 
tempted by a unification bout 
against either fellow British 
fighter Anthony Joshua or 
Ukraine's Oleksandr Usyk, 
who holds the WBA, IBF and 
WBO belts. 

This is not the first time he 
h a s  a n n o u n c e d  h i s 
retirement, only to come 
back for more. 

club but that he feels sad 
about the manner of  his 
exit.

“As a football player, I've 
been in happy and sad 
moments but my time in 
Liverpool was one of  the 
best things that happened to 

me as a football player,” 
Awoniyi told SoccerNet.

“I've been to different 
c l u b s  a n d  c o u n t r i e s , 
d i f f e r e n t  a t m o s p h e r e 
everywhere. Going through 
all those stages, all those 
clubs is a long story.

“I may need to sit down 
for more than an hour to 
explain what happened at 
each of  those clubs.

“ L a s t  y e a r  w h e n  I 
decided to leave, they had 
other options for me to stay 
or to go on another loan and 
the chances we got to stay in 
the Premier League was not 

enough for me to stay in the 
league.

“I said I've been to Union 
Berlin, they know me at the 
club, let me decide to come 
b a c k  t h e r e  a n d  s i g n 
permanently and we'll see 
what happens.

“If  I say I'm disappointed 
not playing in Liverpool, yes 
of  course. I left when I got 
my work permit which I 
worked for many years for.

“Getting it and having to 
leave at the end of  the day is 
something I was sad about, 
but life goes on. We keep on 
working.”

dropped to the strikers feet, 
and from close-range tried to 
stab it towards goal but 
couldn't get any force behind 
it as Fabianski made the all-
important stop.

Chesea were awarded a 
penalty with five minutes 
remaining after Dawson was 
sent off  for denying Romelu 
Lukaku a  goa l - scor ing 
opportunity, but Jorginho's 
spot-kick was a terrible one 
which Fabianski saved with 
ease.

Chelsea continued to 
push for an opener, and 
finally broke the deadlock 
through Pulisic in the final 
minute of  normal time.

Alonso pulled a cross 
back towards Pulisic on the 
penalty spot, who converted 
excellently to give Chelsea 
the lead.

The Blues managed to 
see out the game and pick up 
a  v i ta l  three  points  to 
strengthen their top four 
status.

Monday 25 – Tuesday 26 April, 2022   

Pulisic rescues Chelsea as late goal sinks 10-man West Ham

I can never forget my Liverpool disappointment
–  Union Berlin striker, Awoniyi

Tyson Fury hints at
retirement after knocking
out Whyte

Man City set to dislodge
Man Utd in move for Rice

Pulisic after scoring the winnerPulisic after scoring the winnerPulisic after scoring the winner

AwoniyiAwoniyiAwoniyi

RiceRiceRice
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uper Eagles forward 

SVictor Osimhen has 
b e e n  v o t e d  a s 

Napoli's best player for the 
m o n t h  o f  M a r c h , 
according to reports on 
Sunday.

In a  vote  that  was 

ayern Munich sports Bd i r e c t o r  H a s a n 
S a l i h a m i d z i c  o n 

S u n d ay  d i s m i s s e d  t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski leaving the 
freshly-crowned Bundesliga 
champions this summer, 
amid rumours of  a transfer to 
Barcelona. 

When asked by Sky if  he 
c o u l d  “ r u l e  o u t ” 
L e w a n d o w s k i  l e av i n g 
B a y e r n  t h i s  s u m m e r , 
Salihamidzic dismissed the 

eicester City are Le y e i n g  P S V 
E i n d h o v e n 

m i d f i e l d e r  I b r a h i m 
Sangare.

According to reports in 
the U.K, the Foxes will 
have to find £30million to 
shi f t  the  Ivor y Coast 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o u t  o f  
Holland in their major 
move for next season.

Sangare, 24, impressed 
i n  b o t h  l e g s  a g a i n s t 
Brendan Rodgers' side in 
the Europa Conference 
League quarter-final.

Now discussions have 
taken place to register 
interest in the ex-Toulouse 
player, who has also alerted 
top clubs in Europe.

The Foxes are keen, 
especially as they plan a 
revamp.

Youri  Tielemans is 
likely to leave this summer 
and Boubakary Soumare is 
yet to deliver.

possibility with an emphatic 
“yes”. 

Lewandowski  has  a 
Bayern contract until 2023, 
“that is clear. We will now 
talk about what happens 
a f t e r  t h a t ” ,  a d d e d 
Salihamidzic. 

Lewandowski has scored 
48 goals in 41 club games this 
season, yet Salihamidzic 
admitted concrete extension 
talks with the player's agent 
are yet to take place.

Lewandowski netted in 
Saturday's 3-1 home win over 
Dortmund which confirmed 
B aye r n  a s  B u n d e s l i g a 
champions for the tenth 
consecutive season. 

Salihamidzic insists he is 
“absolutely relaxed” about 
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  b u t 
L e w a n d o w s k i  l o o k e d 
uncomfortable discussing his 
future on Saturday in a post-
match interview with Sky.

“Something will happen 
soon. The only thing I know 
i s  that  there  wi l l  be  a 
meeting,” Lewandowski 
said. 

The back-to-back winner 
of  the FIFA best male player 
title admitted: “It's not easy 

for me”. 
In contrast, Thomas 

Mueller and Manuel Neuer, 
who like Lewandowski are 
also out of  contract next year, 
have both made it clear they 
would be happy to extend 
with Bayern. 

Salihamidzic said there 
have “ver y good ta lks. 
'Manu' (Neuer) belongs to 
FC Bayern just as much as 
Thomas”. 

Bayern's sports director 
also confirmed negotiations 
with teenage Ajax midfielder 
Ryan Gravenberch. 

rsenal are preparing 

Aa move for Roma 
s t r i k e r ,  T a m m y 

Abraham.
The Daily  Star  says 

Abraham is  in teres t ing 
Arsenal for the summer 
market.

The London giants are 
ready to offer £50m for the 24-
year-old.

Abraham's current deal 
runs until the summer of  
2026. He joined Roma last 
summer from Chelsea.

This season, the England 
s t r i k e r  h a s  m a d e  4 6 
appearances for Roma in all 
competitions, scoring 24 
goals and providing five 
assists.

ntonio Rudiger 

Awill leave Chelsea 
at the end of  the 

season after rejecting a 
deal worth £230,000-a-
week.

The  new con t rac t 
would have made the 
German the highest paid 
defender in the club's 
history.

But they have admitted 
defeat in their attempts to 
keep him – opening the 
door to a move to Real 
Madrid as a free agent in 
the summer.

C h e l s e a  w e r e 
desperate to keep hold of  
R u d i g e r ,  w h o  h a s 
established himself  as one 
of  the best in his position in 
Europe over  the past 
season and a half.

But with a host of  
contracts up for renewal, 
the decision was made to 

set a limit in the case of  the 
Germany international, at 
the  r i sk  o f  s e t t ing  a 
dangerous precedent.

N ' G o l o  K a n t e , 
Jo rg inho  and  Mason 
Mount are all due for talks 
over  new deals,  with 
Rudiger's set to be used as a 
benchmark for future 
negotiations.

There have also been 
concerns within the club 
that more players will seek 
to run their deals down in a 
bid to earn even more 
lucrative contracts.

Rudiger will join out of  
c o n t r a c t  A n d r e a s 
Christensen in leaving 
Stamford Bridge – which 
will mean the club having 
to pay in the region of  
£100million to replace two 
pivotal members of  last 
s e a s o n ' s  C h a m p i o n s 
League-winning team.

carried out by the club's 
f a n s ,  t h e  2 3 - ye a r - o l d 
forward emerged winner as 
the Parthenopeans player of  
the month for March. 

The award adds to his 
recent award where he also 
won Serie A Player of  The 

Month for March. 
In the month under 

review, the Nigerian striker, 
who has been in fantastic 
form for the Italian outfits, 
scored four goals in his last 
three games for the Naples 
side.

It wasn't the best start of  
the month for Luciano 
Spalletti's men after losing 
their top-of-the-table clash 
with AC Milan 1-0 at the 
Diego Armando Maradona 
Stadium before bouncing 
back with wins against 
Verona and Udinese where 
Osimhen scored a brace in 
each of  the games. 

A f t e r  c l a i m i n g  t h e 
highest vote to be crowned 
the best player of  the month, 
the club congratulated the 
striker on its Twitter handle.

“The March Player of  
the Month as voted for by 
fans on @SociosItalia is 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n . 
#ForzaNapoliSempre,” 
reads a tweet on Napoli's 
official Twitter handle. 

D e s p i t e  a  s e a s o n 
plagued by injury, Osimhen 
remains Napoli's top scorer 
with 12 goals in 22 league 
appearances. 
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Osimhen scoops Napoli Player of the Month award

Bayern boss rules out Lewandowski
exit before 2023

Rudiger set to leave Chelsea as Real Madrid circle

Leicester eyeing PSV's
Sangare

Arsenal in shock bid for Tammy Abraham

LewandowskiLewandowskiLewandowski

Osimhen pose with his awardOsimhen pose with his awardOsimhen pose with his award

RudigerRudigerRudiger

AbrahamAbrahamAbrahamSangareSangareSangare
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OMarch, 2022, The 
Federal High Court 

(coram InyangEkwo J.) sacked 
the Ebonyi State Governor, 
David Umahi, his deputy, 
Kelechi Igwe, along with 15 
lawmakers in the State over 
their  defection from the 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) to the All Progressives 
Congress (APC). In sacking 
the governor and his deputy, 
the learned trial judge ruled 
that the votes polled by a 
political party could not be 
transferred to or utilised for the 
benefit of  another political 
party or member of  another 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  I n 
acknowledg ing  tha t  the 
Constitution was silent on the 
implication of  the defection of  
a governor or his deputy, the 
learned trial judge opined that 
"such a lacuna was not to be 
c e l e b r a t e d  o r  e v e n 
mischievously flaunted as 
fa i lure  o f  a  remedy for 
situations of  such nature."

Before the decision was 
handed down, the High Court 
of  Ebonyi State had dismissed 
the suit filed by the APC and 
its flag bearers, Senator Soni 
Ogbuji, Justin Ogbodo in the 
2919 governorship election 
who had prayed the Court to 
declare them the winners of  
the election since the PDP 
candidate had abandoned the 
mandate of  the people by 
joining the APC. It was the 
view of  the presiding Judge, 
Henry Njoku J.  that his 
jurisdiction to entertain the 
matter had been ousted by 
section 308 of  the Constitution 
which has conferred immunity 
on Governor Umahi and his 
deputy.  In contradiction, 
Ju s t i c e  E k wo  h e l d  t h a t 
immunity from civil and 
c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s 
conferred on the President, 
Vice-President, Governors, 
and Deputy Governors by 
section 308 of  the Constitution 
did not apply to the case 

because "the cause of  action and 
the remedy thereof  cannot wait 
t i l l  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h 
de f endan t s  l eave  o f f i c e. " 
Consequently, the Court ordered 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
to immediately declare the 
persons nominated to it by PDP 
a s  g o ve r n o r  a n d  d e p u t y 
gover nor  or  a l t e r na t ive ly 
conduct fresh gubernatorial 
election in the State in line with 
s e c t i o n  1 7 7 ( c )  o f  t h e 
Constitution.  

N o t  u n ex p e c t e d ly,  t h e 
epochal verdict has generated 
mixed reactions from social 
commentators, political analysts 
and legal practitioners and other 
interest groups. It is pertinent to 
n o t e  t h e r e  i s  n o  d i s p u t e 
whatsoever in the removal of  the 
16 legislators who decamped 
from the PDP to APC because 
the issue has been judicially put 
to rest in many decided cases 
pursuant to section 68(1)(g) of  
the 1999 Consti tut ion (as 
amended) which expressly 
prohibits cross carpeting by 
legislators and provides for 
c i rcumstance(s )  in  which 
l e g i t i m a t e  d e f e c t i o n  i s 

permissible. In the case of  
Abegunde v. Ondo State House 
of  Assembly (2014) LPELR 
23683, the Supreme Court 
rejected the argument of  the 
appellant, a member of  the 
House of  Representatives who 
decamped from Labour Party to 
Action Congress of  Nigeria 
( A C N )  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
fractionalization of  the party at 
the State level. The Supreme 
Court held that only a division 
that makes it impossible for a 
party to function can provide the 
basis for a legislator's defection 
hence, the Appellant's seat was 
declared vacant. 

In the instant case, there was 
no fractionalization in the PDP 
when the 15 members of  the 
E b o n y i  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly decamped from the 
PDP to APC.  The legislators 
decided to defect in solidarity 
with Governor Umahi without 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  l e g a l 
implications of  their action.  
Having regards to the facts and 
circumstances of  the defection 
and the state of  the law the 
finding of  Justice Ekwo on the 
loss of  the seats by the legislators 
cannot be impugned in any 

material particular. But the 
former legislators should be 
prepared to contest on the 
platform of  the APC as INEC 
will soon conduct a bye-election 
to fill the 15 vacant seats in the 
parliament. No doubt, the loss 
of  the seats and the court order 
for the refund of  all salaries and 
allowances collected by the 
defectors will serve as a deterrent 
to other political defectors.

However, the removal of  
Governor Umahi and his deputy 
has been questioned by some 
lawyers who erroneously believe 
that the Judge erred in law in not 
relying on the authority of  
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Federation v Atiku Abubakar 
(2007) 20 WRN 1. Those who 
criticized the judgment on that 
score have failed to realize that 
the main issue for determination 
in the Atiku's case was the legal 
priority of  the decision of  
President Olusegun Obasanjo to 
declare the office of  Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar 
vacant for abandoning the 
po l i t i ca l  pa r ty  on  whose 
platform he and the President 
were elected and joining another 
political party. While upholding 

the fundamental right of  the 
Vice President to freedom of  
association the Supreme Court 
d e c l a r e d  i l l e g a l  a n d 
unconstitutional the President's 
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  h i s  V i c e 
President's office vacant, based 
on his defection to another 
political party. The Court held 
that the Constitution does not 
make express provision for the 
vacation of  office of  the Vice 
President upon his defection 
from his sponsoring political 
party to another party.

Contrary to the misleading 
impression conveyed by many 
lawyers, the Justices of  the apex 
cour t did not endorse the 
defection of  Vice President 
Abubakar. Indeed, in the leading 
judgment of  the Court, Akintan 
JSC said that “The action cannot 
be justified by the fact that he (1st 
respondent) had been suspended 
or expelled from the ruling 
political party under which he 
was jointly elected with the 
Pres ident  o r  tha t  he  was 
exercising his fundamental right 
of  association guaranteed by the 
Constitution. What is required 
of  him is to first resign and even 
after resigning from that office, 
he would still be precluded from 
dissociating himself  from the 
collective responsibility for 
decisions taken by the cabinet 
w h i l e  h e  wa s  i n  o f f i c e.” 
Although the Court declined to 
order the removal of  the Vice 
President it was held that his 
a c t i o n  c o u l d  f a l l  u n d e r 
misconduct which would make 
him liable for impeachment by 
the National Assembly pursuant 
t o  s e c t i o n  1 4 3  o f  t h e 
Constitution.

It is on record that the 
Supreme  Cour t  has  been 
consistent in condemning cross 
carpeting and defection by 
Nigerian politicians as it has 
bedeviled the political morality 
of  the country. In the case of  
Federal Electoral Commission v. 
Goni (1983) 2 SCNLR 227, 
Aniagolu, JSC said, called for an 
end to the "fraudulent and 
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“However, the removal of  Governor Umahi and his deputy has 
been questioned by some lawyers who erroneously believe that the 

Judge erred in law in not relying on the authority of  Attorney-
General of  the Federation v Atiku Abubakar (2007) 20 WRN 1. 

Those who criticized the judgment on that score have failed to 
realize that the main issue for determination in the Atiku's case 

was the legal priority of  the decision of  President Olusegun 
Obasanjo to declare the office of  Vice President Atiku Abubakar 
vacant for abandoning the political party on whose platform he 

and the President were elected and joining another political party. 
While upholding the fundamental right of  the Vice President to 
freedom of  association the Supreme Court declared illegal and 

unconstitutional the President's declaration of  his Vice President's 
office vacant, based on his defection to another political party.

Five wedding guests abducted in
Anambra regain freedom
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for constructing ultra-modern
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