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By Grace Ofurum

Easter: Miyetti Allah calls 
for sustained peace, unity 
in South East

T
he Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Breeders 
Association of  

Nigeria (MACBAN) has 
called on Christians to 
pray for the peace and 
unity of  Nigeria as they 
celebrate the resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ.

The South East Zonal 
Chairman of  MACBAN, 
Alhaji Gidado Sidikki, 
made the call in a statement 
in Awka, on Sunday  in 
his Easter message to 
Christians in South East, 

South-South regions.
Sidikki while describing 

the death and resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ as the pillar 
of  the Christian faith and 
the celebration, a period 
to reflect on His earthly 
mission characterised 
by good works, use the 
celebration spirit, to called 
for sustained peace and 
unity among the host 
communities, the regions, 
especially, the South east 
and the country at large.

He appealed to 
governors of  the two 
regions to continue to 
carry the Miyetti Allah 
leadership along on their 
regional discuss on issues 

concerning national unity.
Furthermore on the 

Easter message, the 
MACBAN Chairman, 
said; I sincerely 
recommend that the 
uniqueness of  Nigeria 
in its diversity of  tribes 
languages, cultures, 
religious and trades should 
be strategically harnessed 
to everyone advantage 
based on the adoption of  
comparative advantage 
of  the country economic 
model.

“Nigerians should 
be encouraged to freely 
engaged themselves 
anywhere across the 
country, provided that 

such engagement are 
legitimate and with a 
peaceful coexistence.

“The federal 
government should ensure 
that Nigerian doing 
business across their tribal 
lines are duly protected. 

Sidikki, therefore, 
urged Christians to remain 
resolute in their abiding 
faith and hope for a better 
country.

He also urged them 
to take advantage of  the 
period to renew their faith 
in the unity and peaceful 
coexistence of  Nigerians.

He said that Nigerians 
are a people with common 
destiny and heritage in 

spite of  differences in 
religion, tongue and 
political ideology.

According to him, with 
prayers and faith in God, 
the country will prosper 
and overcome all the 
challenges that threaten its 
unity.

‘As Christians celebrate 
the death and resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ today, I 
urge them to reflect on the 
lessons they learnt during 
the Lenten period.

“Let us love one 
another and see ourselves 
as one indivisible entity 
in spite of  our Tribal 
differences,” Sidikki 
added.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

T
he Governor of  
Imo state, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma 

has exonerated IPOB 
over incessant insecurity 

challenges in the state but 
stated that the problem of  
insecurity is the handiwork 
of  wicked politicians 
not IPOB. He stated this 
while addressing a cross 
section of  Imolites in the 
Owerri during the Easter 

IPOB not responsible for 
insecurity in Imo - Uzodimma

celebration. The governor 
decried the mayhem 
been caused so far by the 
perpetrators of  the unrest 
that has bedeviled the state 
in the recent times.

Uzodimma lamented 
that Imo state is passing 

through perilous times 
where abnormal killings 
and wanton destruction 
has become the other of  
the day. He stated that 
the government has done 
alot to abate the security 
challenges but it still 
persists. He reminded 
the perpetrators that 
the government has not 
adopted horrible measures 
to suite the perpetrators 
but has been a bit patience 
to give them chance 
to turn a new leaf. He 
maintained that IPOB 
should not be blamed for 
the security issues but 
those who play politics 
with bitterness should be 
held responsible. He stated 

further that looking at the 
spree of  killings in the 
state, it’s obvious that the 
killings are targeted at APC 
leaders across the state 
and none of  the attack has 
been meted to any other 
party. He threatened that 
his government will not 
fold it’s hands and watch 
the senseless Killings to 
continue but will apply 
every stringent measures 
to ensure the security 
challenges is abated. He 
disclosed also that the 
people causing all this also 
blackmail the government 
of  being responsible for all 
the security challenges and 
warned that the killing of  
innocent citizens must stop.

Troops neutralize notorious 
IPOB, ESN members in Imo

T
roops of  34 Artillery 
Brigade Nigerian 
Army has neutralized 

a member of  the proscribed  
Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) and its 
armed affiliate Eastern 
Security Network (ESN), 
at Ihioma Community in 
Orlu local government area 
of  Imo State. Troops’ on 
Sunday April 17th 2022 on 
routine patrol encountered 
members of  the irredentist 
group who fired sporadically 
at Banana Junction to 
enforce the illegal sit at 
home order on law abiding 
citizens going about their 
legitimate businesses.

A press release signed by 
Brigadier General Onyema 
Nwachukwu,, Director 
Army Public Relations on

18 April 2022, disclosed 
that the IPOB/ESN 
criminals on sighting the 
troops, withdrew in a blue 
Toyota Highlander towards 
Ihioma Community for 
reinforcement.

In the fire fight that 
ensued during the operation, 
one of  the criminals was 
taken out, while others fled 

in disarray.  Troops are 
combing the general area 
in a follow up operations 
to track down the fleeing 
dissidents. Having suffered 
casualty and effectively 
denied freedom of  action 
by the troops, the irredentist 
group have resorted to 

cheap propaganda to 
whip up public sentiments 
by circulating a doctored 
video on the social media 
alleging troops complicity 
in their mindless atrocities. 
“This propaganda should 
be disregarded in its 
entirety”, he added.

President Buhari 
set to commission 
the Owerri-Orlu 
road next month

T
he Governor of  Imo state, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma was 
at the state house, Aso Rock, 

Abuja to intimate the President, His 
Excellency Muhammadu Buhari on 
the progress the ongoing federal roads 
— Owerri - Orlu road and Okigwe-
Owerri which the state is undertaking 
has gotten to. 

Governor Uzodimma assured that 
the Orlu - Owerri road construction 
which is already almost 95% 
completed would fully be completed 
by next month and will be ready for 
commissioning by the president and 
commander in chief  of  Nigerian 
armed forces, His Excellency President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

The Governor who made the 
promise at the last stakeholders meeting 
in Owerri once again assured that 
work is ready to be fully commenced 
on the Mbaise - Umuahia road as soon 
as these ones are completed. 

The Orlu-Owerri road is 88km 
(44KM dualized) while Okigwe-
Owerri road 59KM.

Abia Tourism Board commences tour of tourist sites

A
bia State Tourism 
Board has visited 
Iyi Otusi, Ifutititi 

and Ezie Ofre and Ukogoro 
stream in Amaekpu Ohafia 
and other tourism sites in 
Ohafia local Government 
Area of  Abia State.

The General Manager 
of  the Board, Hon. 
Atulomah Onyekachi 
Jackie who visited some of  
the tourist sites underscored 
the readiness of  the Board 
to rehabilitate tourism 
enterprise in the State.

While disclosing that 
the Board will tour all the 
tourism sites in state, Hon. 
Atulomah stressed that the 
efforts of  the Board is geared 
towards complementing 
the strides of  the Governor, 

Dr Okezie Ikpeazu in 
economic enhancement, 
provision of  employment 
for Abia youths as well as 
attracting investors to the 
State.

She observed that 
Ohafia is blessed with 
numerous potentials that 
will boost development, 
adding that enhancing the 
tourism industry in the 
state will go a long way to 
attracting investors as well 
as boosting the aesthetic 
value of  the State.

Hon. Atuloma thanked 
the Executive Chairman 
of  Ohafia LGA and 
Chief  Sam Anya Kalu for 
hosting her team in their 
local government area.

Earlier, the Chairman, 

Ohafia LGA, Dr 
Okorafor Ukaiwe said that 
rehabilitation of  tourist sites 
in the state will be one of  
the best means to improve 
the economy of  the state 
as Ohafia LGA remains an 
embodiment of  tourism.

Dr. Ukiwe appreciated 
the General Manager, 
Abia Tourism Board, 
Hon. Atulomah for her 
creative consideration in 
rehabilitating the board and 
assured her that the council 
will key into her vision 
to achieve the success of  
rebranding the tourism 
industry in the State.

He also requested that 
his office be furnished with 
their blueprint to know 
where he could partner 

with the Abia State Tourism 
Board such as areas of  
training tourist guards in 
Ohafia LGA, provision 
of  adequate security, and 
also creating an avenue for 
employment for the youths

In his remarks, one 
of  the PDP aspirants for 
Arochukwu /Ohafia Federal 
Constituency, Chief  Sam 
Anya Kalu commended the 
State Governor, Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu for making tourism 
one of  the top priorities in 
his administration.

He enjoined Hon. 
Atulomah to remain 
steadfast in her efforts to 
refine tourism industry 
which he said will help to 
extend development to rural 
areas in the state.

‘Unknown’ 
Gunmen: Brothel 
set ablaze in 
Orlu, one killed

A 
brothel known as Ukwu 
Aki located at Amadim in 
Amaifeke, opposite Afor 

Ogidi modern market in Orlu Imo 
state Nigeria was set ablaze during 
a gun battle between Ebubeagu 
Operatives and Hoodlums who 
invaded the area. It was gathered that 
the incident happened on Sunday 
as operatives of  Ebubeagu engaged 
bandits in a gun battle whereby 
raising high tension of  insecurity in 
the state.

Sources said the bandits were 
reportedly angered on sighting 
the Ebubeagu operatives in the 
community on Saturday night and 
came out on Sunday to battle them 
causing tension in the land. However, 
Information brought to us reveales 
that the gunmen allegedly shot at the 
tires of  the vehicle belonging to the 
Army near the judiciary High Court 
in Orlu and the fight spread to Ihioma 
and Awo- Idemili in Orsu LGA.

Meanwhile, the gun battle having 
lasted for hours distracted business 
activities and seriously affected the 
Easter Celebration The incident was 
not a good one in the state where the 
Government has promised maximum 
security and welfare of  the masses 
who now live in fear of  the unknown.

Most importantly, the brothel 
set ablaze will also affect the owner 
who has invested heavily in the 
business. Majority of  the people 
condemned the act and call on Imo 
state government to improve efforts 
to provide security to Ndi Imo. One 
person was confirmed dead while 
many others sustained various 
degrees of  injuries. The customers 
who came to patronize the Ashawos 
were arrested and many ran away for 
their dear lives. The police confirmed 
the incident and called on Imolites to 
go on with their normal businesses 
and works while their intelligence 
gathering continues to fish out the 
Hoodlums and to secure lives and 
Properties in the state.
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HMB workers protest 
unpaid 12 months salaries

A
llied workers of  
Abia State Hospital 
Management Board 

(HMB) have again hit the road 
in protest over their unpaid 
salaries. The workers, who 
occupied the head office of  
HMB at Aba road, Umuahia, 
accused the Abia State 
government of  allegedly owing 
them 12 months salaries. They 
also alleged that during the 
last negotiations they had with 
representatives of  the State 
government in 2021, they were 
told that only their unpaid 
basic salaries would be paid 
while they should be forfeit 
their unpaid allowances. The 
angry workers added that they 
believed in that arrangement 
reluctantly but unfortunately, 
the basic salaries are not 
still being paid resulting to 
12 months backlog. The 
Chairman of  Allied Action 
Committee health workers in 
Hospital Management Board, 
Comrade Echeta Chikezie 
who spoke on behalf  of  the 
protesters, regretted that his 
members were suffering from 
untold hardship while some 
were already dead. Chikezie 

urged the State government 
to clear the salaries owed 
his members as anything 
contrary was to the detriment 
of  general welfare of  workers 
and equally affect healthcare 
delivery in the State.

Another worker who spoke 
under anonymity claimed 
“Anytime we protest, they 
release one or two months for 
us with a plea for us to return 
to work for the remaining 
part to be cleared. But when 
we resume work, they will 
breach all agreements we 
reached and continue owing 
us the more.” The protest 
which caused a gridlock along 
FMC to Penco junction in 
Umuahia, forced transporters 
to use one- lane way of  the 
busy Umuahia--Ubakala. 
The placard- holding workers 
locked the main gate of  the 
HMB secretariat before the 
arrival of  the board Chairman 
and other members. Also, 
staff  of  Abia State Emergency 
Management Agency whose 
is situated inside the HMB 
building, were seen loitering 
like bees without hive s. 
Ministry of  health officials 
could not comment on the 
issue even as Dr Joe Osuji, the 
Commissioner was not meet 
in office.

Ooni of Ife hails Amaechi’s  leadership qualities

Reps Seat:  US based lawyer, Ukpabi promises 
judicious use of constituency allowance

A
n Igbo United States of  
America based lawyer, 
Dr. Barr. Paschal 

Ukpabi, who aspires for the 
Aboh Mbaise/Ngor- Okpala 
Federal Constituency Seat in 
the House of  Representatives 
in the 2023 general election, has 
promised his people effective 
representation if  given their 
mandate. Ukpabi, an Ibeku 
Aboh Mbaise indigene, affirmed 
that he will not only make strong 
laws or legislations that will 
give the people the opportunity 
to holistically and easily meet 
their welfare, promising that he 
will judiciously use the people’s 
Constituency Allowance to 

Soludo’s assassination attempt 
in Anambra not true - Police

T
he Anambra State 
Police Command 
has debunked the 

report making the rounds 
that the state governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo, 
escaped being assassinated 
by gunmen in his Isuofia 

country home in Aguata 
local government. News 
Echo learnt that there was 
a media report that the 
Anambra State governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo, narrowly escaped 
death when some gunmen 
stormed Isuofia on Friday 
night. The gunmen, 
according to reliable 

sources, stormed Isuofia, 
Soludo’s home town to 
allegedly assassinate the 
governor who they thought 
had left Government 
House, Awka, to the town 
for the Easter celebration. 
But, the gunmen were 
strongly resisted by police 
officers stationed at the 
Isuofia junctions, which 
are the roads leading to the 
governor’s country home. 
According to the source, the 
gunmen, who were many, 
invaded the Isuofia town at 
exactly 8.30 pm on Friday 
night with four jeeps.

Sources said the gunmen, 
who landed in the town 
fully armed, were repelled 
by the police after a gun 
battle that lasted for hours 
into the night. It was learnt 
that the incident caused 
a stampede in the town as 
residents ran for their lives. 
The attack reportedly left 
one unidentified police 
officer feared dead and 
many injured. Reacting, 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Youth Leader 
for Anambra South Zone, 
Hon. Ikechukwu Emenike, 
who condemned the attack 

on Saturday, called on the 
state government to deploy 
more security men to 
Isuofia to protect the lives 
and property of  residents 
in the area as the place 
had become target for the 
gunmen “They came at 8:30 
pm Friday night and started 
shooting from the junction. 
One police officer was 
feared shot. But, the police 
was able to overcome them. 
“I urge the Anambra State 
government to provide more 
security men at Isuofia. 
You can see that the whole 
town has run away due to 
the attack. People did not 
go to market place today 
because of  the fear that 
they could be attacked,” 
Emenike said. Reacting on 
the development, the State 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, in a telephone 
interview with our reporter, 
debunked the story, saying 
the information is not 
true. According to the 
PPRO, “Good evening, the 
command does not have 
any such record of  any 
incident like that. Please 
disregard.”

Police deny killing youth in Rivers

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

T
he Ooni of  Ife, Oba 
Adeyeye Enitan-
Ogunwusi has hailed 

the leadership qualities 
of  presidential aspirant 
of  the All Progressives 
Congress, Rotimi Amaechi, 
praying for God’s guidance 
and blessings upon him 
as he seeks the highest 
office in Nigeria. Oba 
Enitan-Ogunwusi made 
the commendation and 
prayers when the Minister 
of  Transportation paid 
him a consultation visit at 
his Palace in Ile Ife where 
he insisted that looking at 
Amaechi’s history, for the 
last twenty-three years he 

The General Manager, Abia Tourism Board, Hon. Atulomah Onyekachi Jackie on an 
inspection tour of tourism sites recently

T
he Rivers State 
Police Command has 
dismissed reports that 

it personnel shot dead a 
youth in Onne Community 
in Eleme Local Government 
Area of  the State identified 
as Victor Amasi during an 

do quality projects that will 
encourage them to engage in 
productive activities that will 
help them add meaning to their 
living.

Ukpabi made the promise 
while speaking to our reporter 
in Owerri at a function in 
Owerri last week.

He urged to APGA to see 
him fitting for the Seat and give 
him its ticket to enable him go 
to the House of  Representatives 
to affect the lives of  the people 
of  Aboh Mbaise/Ngor-Okpala 
positively, saying he believes so 
much in the current leadership 
of  APGA in Imo State, led by 
Hon. John Iwuala, praising the 
party for being solidly united 
and committed to winning the 

2023 election and beyond with 
a view to meeting the collective 
needs of  the people who he 
said suffer adversely given to 
bad rulership by the APC led 
government.

According to Ukpabi, “I 
have positive agenda for the 
people of  Aboh Mbaise/Ngor-
Okpala Federal Constituency 
in the House of  Representatives 
in 2023 which are “to make 
good laws that will affect the 

people positively. We also 
have Constituency Projects. 
I promise that if  I’m elected, 
our people will get what is 
due for them from the federal 
government. And nobody will 
again divert their Constituency 
Allowance or Projects to their 
deferent”.

He added that he will also 
make legislations that will 
enhance the “welfare of  each 
and every man, woman and 

child of  Aboh Mbaise/ Ngor-
Okpala and beyond. I see 
myself  as an advocate of  Igbo. 
I’m Igbo to the core because 
over there, in the United 
States of  America, I have been 
championing the course of  
Igbos and I pledge to continue 
being an Igbo advocate. Igbo is 
the best tribe in Africa. They are 
hard working, peaceable, God- 
fearing and directional”.

Ukpabi however appealed 

to the people of  Aboh Mbaise 
and Ngor-Okpala Federal 
Constituency to see him 
as qualified and give him 
maximum support so that 
he wins the 2023 House of  
Representatives election and 
fulfils his promises of  effective 
representation, favorable 
legislation and good leadership 
anchored on welfarism and 
democratisation to them.

Onne Youth Council election 
in the area. The Command 
Public Relations Officer, 
Grace Iringe-Koko who spoke 
to News echo in reaction to the 
killing said while the police 
was yet to get any report about 
any dead, said the police never 
shut anyone in Onne during 
the election. Iringe-Koko 
who is of  the rank of  Deputy 

Superintendent of  Police said 
the Onne Youths were fighting 
themselves in presence of  
security agencies including, 
personnel of  Department of  
Security Service, Military 
personal and the Police. He 
added that it was wrong 
for anyone to accuse the 
police when there were other 
security agencies present.

has actually gone through 
the rank and file.  The Ooni 
of  Ife, Oba maintained that 
Amaechi has found favour 
in the sight of  God saying 
that with the activities of  
the APC leader in Rivers 
State, it can be said that 
he has the interest of  this 

By Ikenna Orioha

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

country at heart. Earlier 
in his speech, the Minister 
of  Transportation Rotimi 
Amaechi while stating the 
reason for his visit, promise 
that if  given the opportunity 
to govern the country, he 
will ensure that both the 
rich and the poor have a 

space, knowing that he 
belongs to the two sides . 
Amaechi also proposed 
a review of  legislation to 
give more relevance to the 
traditional institution if  
given the opportunity to 
serve as Nigeria’s President.

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt
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Editorial

Addressing overstretching 
Nigerian University workers strike:

FG’s hunting monster

W
ith public universities in 
the country still closed for 
activities, the Nigeria Labour 

Congress, NLC, has told the Federal 
Government to respect the Collective 
Bargaining Agreements it signed with 
unions in tertiary institutions and other 
sectors.

It also lamented that majority of the 
affected students in the ongoing strike 
embarked upon by the four university-
based unions are children from poor 
homes whose parents cannot afford 
to pay the outrageous fees charged by 
private universities.

On the continuous closure of 
universities as a result of the alleged 
failure of government to keep to the terms 
of Memorandum of Understanding, 
MoU and Memorandum of Action, 
MoA, NLC said:  “We demand respect 
for Collective Bargaining Agreements 
signed with unions in our tertiary 
institutions and other sectors. States yet 
to fully implement the national minimum 
wage should do so immediately.”

Recall that, since 1973, when a 
coalition of university lecturers, under 
the aegis of the National Association of 
University Teachers (NAUT), carried 
out its first notable industrial action 
over the excessive inflation, through 
1992 to 2009, and up until this moment, 
the Federal Government has always put 
itself in a moral quagmire over dispute 
with university lecturers. It has always 
been encumbered by unwarranted 
vacillation over honouring agreements 
it freely entered into with the former. 
This is as embarrassing as it is blatant 
expression of lack of integrity.

A government that values integrity 
as one of the hallmarks of good 
governance would honour promises it 
makes to its citizens and unions. On 
the contrary, it undermines itself as a 
government when it does not or cannot 
honour such agreements. With regards 
to ASUU, the government must attract 
the confidence and trust of this union 
through constant dialogue. Even if 
circumstances cause the government to 
renege on an earlier agreement, it still 
has to express that through periodic 
dialogue. The government should 
meet ASUU periodically to reschedule 
its indebtedness to that body. Refusal 
to constantly engage may result in 
unionists exploiting the defiance to 
their advantage.

Furthermore, there is need to re-
emphasize the value of university 
autonomy to intellectual excellence and 
social progress. Although misconstrued 
as government dissociation from 
university administration and criticised 
for its cutting-edge accountability and 
developmental strategies, university 
autonomy is a tested administrative 
approach to achieving world-class 
university education system. A well-
managed system of university autonomy 
as this newspaper once stated will 
entrench the inexorable symbiosis 
between the quality of universities and 
the intellectual capital of a country. It 
would dismantle the old order that views 
university education as a ‘social rite of 
passage’ or ‘a dividend of democracy’ 
for an ethnic group or locality, and 
re-introduce the value of scholarship 
to personal refinement, positive 
transformation of the immediate 
environment and contribution to global 
culture and civilisation.

Notwithstanding the above 
recommendations, ASUU needs to 
examine its approach to conflict 
resolution and settling disputes. 
Although most of the salary reviews 
in this country have come about as the 
cascading effect of successful ASUU 
strikes, the activism mentality drawn 
from the Marxist-Leninist ideology 
which ASUU often seems to adopt is now 
moribund. It is basically reactionary and 
not developmental. ASUU should deploy 
the finesse of abundant intellectual 
resources at its disposal to come up with 
pro-active developmental agenda for 
the country. It should not only react to 
situations and ultimatums, but also map 
out development plans and articulate 
modalities for achieving them.

The government should not violate its 
own integrity by being tardy, insensitive, 
somewhat insincere and misguided 
about the place of education in the 
country. It should therefore place high 
premium on education. On the other 
hand, ASUU should also endeavour 
to legally declare a dispute within the 
ambience of the laws of the land. This 
way, it would be seen to be leading by 
example in promoting the rule of law. 
Both sides, indeed, should be seen to 
place the appropriate premium on the 
wellbeing of Nigeria.
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Ikpeazu, Aba Electricity 
and Geometric Power 
R

ecently, Geometric 
Power acquired the 
Aba ring-fenced area 

from Integrated Electricity 
Limited, a core investor in 
Enugu Electricity Distribution 
Company (EEDC), thereby 
ending a nine-year legal bout 
over the rightful owner of  the 
power project. With that bout 
over and ending in favour of  
Geometric Power, regular 
power supply is assured for the 
city of  Aba and its environs, 
which have grown even more 
famously as the commercial 
nerve centre and technological 
hub of  not only the South-East 
but also that of  Nigeria, under 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu, 
PhD. This enviable fame, 
which has made Abia State 
the destination of  choice for 
local and foreign investors, 
has been vigorously reinforced 
by the single-mindedness of  
Gov. Ikpeazu in his deliberate 
policies and actions to ensure 
that Abia makes the most of  its 
comparative advantage in trade, 
commerce and technology. 
To this end, discerning 
investors who rise above the 
noise of  politically motivated 
criticisms have been taking 
advantage of  the peaceful 
atmosphere, political stability, 
industrial harmony, tax reliefs, 
bustling human capital, rising 
infrastructure advancement and 
other favourable socioeconomic 
conditions that have been and 
are still being put in place by 
the Ikpeazu administration.

 Sometime ago, Gov. 
Ikpeazu was subjected to all 
manner of  ridicule by otherwise 
intelligent and obviously 
shallow-minded individuals 
who have always found it 
impossible to rise beyond their 
emotions to appreciate the 
globally acknowledged critical 
roles of  small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) in 
the economic growth and 
development of  any society. 
On that occasion, Gov. Ikpeazu 
had expressed excitement 
at the accelerated rate some 
SMEs had invested in Aba 
in particular and Abia State 
in general, almost in one fell 
swoop, attributing this to the 
efforts of  his government to 
create the needed favourable 
conditions to not only attract 
investors but also ensure their 
businesses thrive. He went ahead 
to mention Domino’s Pizza, 

Chicken Republic, Market 
Square, etcetera, as some of  the 
notable SMEs that the policies 
of  his administration have 
attracted to the state.

 However, while Abia and 
Abians have been reaping the 
fruits of  these investments, 
armchair critics went to town 
with a warped narrative that 
Gov. Ikpeazu was celebrating 
what they termed “insignificant 
investments.” As “insignificant” 
as these investments might 
appear, they are indications 
that Abia is ripe and attractive 
to investors, as no investors 
would take their investments 
to environments where factors, 
including government policies 
and actions, are not deliberately 

favourable.
 Also, the positive economic 

effects of  such investments 
cannot be overemphasised. 
While critics were being 
mischievous, Abia youths were 
being positively engaged by 
these SMEs; property owners 
and agents in the state were 
smiling to the bank, and those 
in the built industry are not left 
out. Perhaps, the biggest of  all 
the benefits is that local farmers 
and manufacturers now have 
more outlets to sell their goods 
and services, especially when 
an outlet like Market Square 
practices the “buy local” 
initiative that supports goods 
and services in their location of  
business.

the peaceful resolution of  
its tussle for the Aba ring-
fenced area power project 
with Integrated Electricity. 
The anticipated sumptuous 
return on investment for an 
area like Aba, with improved 
infrastructure and thousands 
of  active consumers, including 
SMEs, is such that Geometric, 
like every other discerning 
investor, would not let go.

 According to reports, with 
over 140km of  new powerlines, 
four brand new substations, 
27km-long gas pipelines from 
Shell’s flow station at Owaza in 
Ukwa West LGA of  the state to 
the power station at Osisioma, 
the $500m Geometric/Aba 
power plant has the capacity to 
produce and distribute about 
141 megawatts of  electricity in 
its first phase.

 Let it be stated clearly 
that it is the same factors, as 
provided by government, that 
have been attracting hordes of  
SMEs to Abia that have also 
given Geometric the impetus 
to pursue the resolution of  this 
deal to its logical conclusion.

 With such humongous 
singular investment and all 
its attendant multiplier effects 
on the state, one wonders 
why those who laughed 
at Abia yesterday over the 
commendable influx of  SMEs 
into the state have suddenly 
become eerily quiet.

 The truth is that we have a 
governor in Abia who had since 
set out his priorities from Day 
One and moulded them into his 
Five Pillars of  Development: 
Education, Agriculture, 
Commerce, Industry and Oil 
and Gas, all in which Abia 
has comparative advantage. 
And to drive these pillars of  
development into fruition, the 
governor outlined the enablers 
through which to achieve this. 
They are: Security, Education, 
Health, Infrastructure, Ease 
of  Doing Business and Tax 
Reforms.

 And the results are 
showing! So, while armchair 
and shallow-minded critics 
have embarked on a journey of  
misplaced mockery, Abians are 
revelling in the new economic 
frontier that Abia is fast 
becoming under the dexterous 
watch of  Gov. Ikpeazu, who, 
by all indications, is certain to 
finish strong!

 •Ndukwe wrote via 
Stjudendukwe@gmail.com

Opinion 

By Jude Ndukwe

 While mentioning them 
singly might not evoke the 
sense of  importance usually 
associated with SMEs, it has 
been proven that this category 
of  businesses accounts for 
a whopping 48 per cent of  
national gross domestic 
product, 96 per cent of  
businesses generally and 84 per 
cent of  employment, including 
accounting for 50 per cent 
of  industrial jobs nationwide 
(source: National Bureau 
of  Statistics). Little wonder 
Abia State, under the watch 
of  Gov. Ikpeazu, rose from 
the ashes to become the third 
most attractive destination for 
foreign investors in Nigeria, as 
the state raked in a staggering 
$56.1 million in 2020, trailing 
only after Lagos and Abuja. 
And this was not fortuitous, 
as the Presidential Enabling 
Business Environment Council 
(PEBEC) once recognised Abia 
as one of  the only four states 
that have made giant strides 
in the Ease of  Doing Business 
Index. This was after the World 
Bank had also confirmed the 
same thing. So, which governor 
will not relish these globally 
acknowledged achievements on 
television and everywhere?

 These surely lay the 
foundation for the entrance 
of  larger corporations into the 
state.

 It is, therefore, not surprising 
that Geometric Power had to 
go the whole hog to ensure 

Sometime ago, Gov. Ikpeazu was subjected to 
all manner of ridicule by otherwise intelligent 

and obviously shallow-minded individuals who 
have always found it impossible to rise beyond 

their emotions to appreciate the globally 
acknowledged critical roles of small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the economic 
growth and development of any society. On 
that occasion, Gov. Ikpeazu had expressed 

excitement at the accelerated rate some SMEs 
had invested in Aba in particular and Abia State 
in general, almost in one fell swoop, attributing 

this to the efforts of his government to create the 
needed favourable conditions to not only attract 
investors but also ensure their businesses thrive.

“

Ikpeazu
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he wavelengths found in the Tp r e c e d i n g  e x a m p l e  a r e 
representative of  AM, FM, and cell 

phones, and account for some of  the 
differences in how they are broadcast and 
how well they travel. The most efficient 
length for a linear antenna, such as 
discussed in Production of  Electromagnetic 
Waves, is , half  the wavelength of  the �2
electromagnetic wave. Thus a very large 
antenna is needed to efficiently broadcast 
typica l  AM radio  wi th  i t s  car r ier 
wavelengths on the order of  hundreds of  
meters.

One  bene f i t  to  these  long  AM 
wavelengths is that they can go over and 
around rather large obstacles (like buildings 
and hills), just as ocean waves can go 
around large rocks. FM and TV are best 
received when there is a line of  sight 
between the broadcast antenna and 
receiver, and they are often sent from very 
tall structures. FM, TV, and mobile phone 
antennas themselves are much smaller than 
those used for AM, but they are elevated to 
achieve an unobstructed line of  sight. 

Radio Wave Interference
Astronomers and astrophysicists collect 

s i g n a l s  f r o m  o u t e r  s p a c e  u s i n g 
electromagnetic waves. A common 
problem for  as t rophysic is ts  i s  the 
“pollution” from electromagnetic radiation 
per vading  our  sur roundings  f rom 
communication systems in general. Even 
everyday gadgets like our car keys having 
the facility to lock car doors remotely and 
being able to turn TVs on and off  using 
remotes involve radio-wave frequencies. In 
order to prevent interference between all 
these electromagnetic signals, strict 
regulations are drawn up for different 
organizations to utilize different radio 
frequency bands.

One reason why we are sometimes 
asked to switch off  our mobile phones 
(operating in the range of  1.9 GHz) on 
airplanes and in hospitals is that important 
communications or medical equipment 
often uses similar radio frequencies and 
their operation can be affected by 
frequencies used in the communication 
devices.

For example, radio waves used in 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) have 
frequencies on the order of  100 MHz, 
although this varies significantly depending 
on the strength of  the magnetic field used 
and the nuclear type being scanned. MRI is 
an important medical imaging and research 
tool, producing highly detailed two- and 
three-dimensional images. Radio waves are 
broadcast, absorbed, and reemitted in a 
resonance process that is sensitive to the 
density of  nuclei (usually protons or 
hydrogen nuclei).

The wavelength of  100-MHz radio 
waves is 3 m, yet using the sensitivity of  the 
resonant frequency to the magnetic field 
strength, details smaller than a millimeter 
can be imaged. This is a good example of  an 
exception to a rule of  thumb (in this case, 
the rubric that details much smaller than the 
probe's wavelength cannot be detected). 
The intensity of  the radio waves used in 
MRI presents little or no hazard to human 
health.

Microwaves
Microwaves are the highest-frequency 

electromagnetic waves that can be 
produced by currents in macroscopic 
circuits and devices. Microwave frequencies 
range from about 10  Hz to the highest 9

practical  resonance at nearly 10  Hz. 12LC
Since they have high frequencies, their 
wavelengths are short compared with those 
of  other radio waves—hence the name 
“microwave.”

Microwaves can also be produced by 
atoms and molecules. They are, for 
example, a component of  electromagnetic 
radiation generated by . thermal agitation
The thermal motion of  atoms and 
molecules in any object at a temperature 
above absolute zero causes them to emit 
and absorb radiation.

Since it is possible to carry more 
information per unit t ime on high 
frequencies, microwaves are quite suitable 
for communications. Most satellite-
transmitted information is carried on 
microwaves, as are land-based long-
distance transmissions. A clear line of  sight 
between transmitter and receiver is needed 
because of  the short wavelengths involved.

Radar is a common application of  
microwaves that was first developed in 
World War II. By detecting and timing 
microwave echoes, radar systems can 
determine the distance to objects as diverse 
as clouds and aircraft. A Doppler shift in the 
radar echo can be used to determine the 
speed of  a car or the intensity of  a 
rainstorm. Sophisticated radar systems are 
used to map the Earth and other planets, 
with a resolution limited by wavelength. 
The shorter the wavelength of  any probe, 
the smaller the detail it is possible to 
observe.

Heating with Microwaves
How does the ubiquitous microwave 

oven produce microwaves electronically, 
a n d  w hy  d o e s  f o o d  a b s o r b  t h e m 
preferentially? Microwaves at a frequency 
of  2.45 GHz are produced by accelerating 
electrons. The microwaves are then used to 
induce an alternating electric field in the 
oven.

Water and some other constituents of  
food have a slightly negative charge at one 
end and a slightly positive charge at one end 
(called polar molecules). The range of  
microwave frequencies is specially selected 
so that the polar molecules, in trying to keep 
orienting themselves with the electric field, 
absorb these energies and increase their 
temperatures—called dielectric heating.

The energy thereby absorbed results in 
thermal agitation heating food and not the 
plate, which does not contain water. Hot 
spots in the food are related to constructive 
and destructive interference patterns. 
Rotating antennas and food turntables help 
spread out the hot spots.

Another use of  microwaves for heating 
is within the human body. Microwaves will 
penetrate more than shorter wavelengths 
into tissue and so can accomplish “deep 
heating” (called microwave diathermy). 
This is used for treating muscular pains, 
spasms, tendonitis, and rheumatoid 
arthritis.

Microwaves generated by atoms and 
molecules far away in time and space can be 
received and detected by electronic circuits. 
Deep space acts like a blackbody with a 2.7 
K temperature, radiating most of  its energy 
in the microwave frequency range. In 1964, 

Penzias and Wilson detected this radiation 
and eventually recognized that it was the 
radiation of  the Big Bang's cooled 
remnants.

Infrared Radiation
The microwave and infrared regions of  

the electromagnetic spectrum overlap. 
Infrared radiation is generally produced by 
thermal motion and the vibration and 
rotation of  atoms and molecules. Electronic 
transitions in atoms and molecules can also 
produce infrared radiation.

The range of  infrared frequencies 
extends up to the lower limit of  visible light, 
just below red. In fact, infrared means 
“below red.” Frequencies at its upper limit 
are too high to be produced by accelerating 
electrons in circuits, but small systems, such 
as atoms and molecules, can vibrate fast 
enough to produce these waves.

Water molecules rotate and vibrate 
particularly well at infrared frequencies, 
emitting and absorbing them so efficiently 
that the emissivity for skin is = 0.97 in the e 
infrared. Night-vision scopes can detect the 
infrared emitted by various warm objects, 
including humans, and convert it to visible 
light.

We can examine radiant heat transfer 
from a house by using a camera capable of 
d e t e c t i n g  i n f r a r e d  r a d i a t i o n . 
Reconnaissance satellites can detect 
buildings, vehicles, and even individual 
humans by their infrared emissions, whose 
power radiation is proportional to the 
fourth power of  the absolute temperature. 
More mundanely, we use infrared lamps, 
some of  which are called quartz heaters, to 
preferentially warm us because we absorb 
infrared better than our surroundings.

The Sun radiates like a nearly perfect 
blackbody (that is, it has = 1), with a 6000 e 
K surface temperature. About half  of  the 
solar energy arriving at the Earth is in the 
infrared region, with most of  the rest in the 
visible part of  the spectrum, and a relatively 
small amount in the ultraviolet. On average, 
50 percent of  the incident solar energy is 
absorbed by the Earth.

The relatively constant temperature of  
the Earth is a result of  the energy balance 
between the incoming solar radiation and 
the energy radiated from the Earth. Most of  
the infrared radiation emitted from the 
Earth is absorbed by CO  and H O in the 2 2

atmosphere and then radiated back to Earth 
or into outer space. This radiation back to 
Earth is known as the greenhouse effect, 
and it maintains the surface temperature of  
the Earth about 40ºC higher than it would 
be if  there is no absorption. Some scientists 
think that the increased concentration of  
CO  and other greenhouse gases in the 2

atmosphere, resulting from increases in 
fossil fuel burning, has increased global 
average temperatures.

Visible Light
Visible light is the narrow segment of  the 

electromagnetic spectrum to which the 
normal human eye responds. Visible light is 
produced by vibrations and rotations of  
atoms and molecules, as well as by 
electronic transitions within atoms and 
molecules. The receivers or detectors of  
light largely utilize electronic transitions. 
We say the atoms and molecules are excited 
when they absorb and relax when they emit 
through electronic transitions.

Figure 8 shows this part of  the spectrum, 
together with the colors associated with 

particu la
r  p u r e w a
velengths. W e 
usually refer to v i s i b l e 
light as having wavelengths of  between 400 
nm and 750 nm. (The retina of  the eye 
actually responds to the lowest ultraviolet 
frequencies, but these do not normally 
reach the retina because they are absorbed 
by the cornea and lens of  the eye.)

Red light has the lowest frequencies and 
longest wavelengths, while violet has the 
h i g h e s t  f r e q u e n c i e s  a n d  s h o r t e s t 
wavelengths. Blackbody radiation from the 
Sun peaks in the visible part of  the spectrum 
but is more intense in the red than in the 
violet, making the Sun yellowish in 
appearance.

L i v i n g  t h i n g s — p l a n t s  a n d 
animals—have evolved to utilize and 
respond to parts of  the electromagnetic 
spectrum they are embedded in. Visible 
light is the most predominant and we enjoy 
the beauty of  nature through visible light. 
Plants are more selective. Photosynthesis 
makes use of  parts of  the visible spectrum to 
make sugars.

Example 2; Integrated Concept 
Problem: Correcting Vision with Lasers

During laser vision correction, a brief  
burst of  193-nm ultraviolet light is projected 
onto the cornea of  a patient. It makes a spot 
0.80 mm in diameter and evaporates a layer 
of  cornea 0.30 m thick. Calculate the �
energy absorbed, assuming the corneal 
tissue has the same properties as water; it is 
initially at 34ºC. Assume the evaporated 
tissue leaves at a temperature of  100ºC.

Strategy
The energy from the laser light goes 

toward raising the temperature of  the tissue 
and also toward evaporating it. Thus we 
have two amounts of  heat to add together. 
Also, we need to find the mass of  corneal 
tissue involved.

Solution
To Figure out the heat required to raise 

the temperature of  the tissue to 100ºC, we 
can apply concepts of  thermal energy. We 

know that  = mcΔT, where Q is the heat Q

required to raise the temperature, Δ  is the T
desired change in temperature,  is the m
mass of  tissue to be heated, and  is the c
specific heat of  water equal to 4186 J/kg/K.

Without knowing the mass  at this m
p o i n t ,  w e  h a v e  =  ( 4 1 8 6 Q  m
J/kg/K)(100ºC–34ºC) = (276,276 J/kg) m
= (276 kJ/kg).m

The latent heat of  vaporization of  water 
is 2256 kJ/kg, so that the energy needed to 
evaporate mass  is   =  = (2256 m Q mL mv v

kJ/kg).
To find the mass , we use the equation m

ρ=mV, where ρ is the density of  the tissue 

and V is its volume. For this case, m=ρV = 
(1000 kg/m3) (area×thickness (m3)) 

= ( 1 0 0 0  k g / m 3 ) ( π ( 0 . 8 0 × 1 0 − 3  
−9

m)2/4)(0.30×10−6 m) =0.151×10   kg
Therefore, the total energy absorbed by 

the tissue in the eye is the sum of  Q and Q :v
−9

Q  = (cΔT ) = (0.151 × 10   kg)(276 · m  + Ltot v
−9

kJ/kg + 2256 kJ/kg) = 382 × 10   kJ.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

The Electromagnetic Spectrum contd.

...To be continued
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h e  P e t r o l e u m TT e c h n o l o g y 
Development Fund 

says its scholarships are 
being awarded strictly on 
merit in line with the 
F e d e r a l  C h a r a c t e r 
regulations. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
PTDF, equal numbers of  
scholarships are awarded 
t o  e a c h  s t a t e ,  w i t h 
additional s lots  made 
ava i lab le  for  the  o i l -
producing states. 

T h e  E x e c u t i v e 

aple Canadian MCollege, Lekki, 
Lagos,  wil l  be 

o f f e r i n g  a  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 
scholarship to the best three 
students who have an interest 
in attending the college and 
study abroad. 

P r e s i d e n t ,  M a p l e 
Education Canada, Mrs Ebi 
Obaro, at a media briefing 
stated that the focus of  the 
c o l l e g e  w a s  t o  b r i n g 
Canadian educat ion to 
Nigerians at an affordable 
cost for parents. 

She added that MCC 
Univers i ty  Preparator y 
College with affiliation to 65 
universities in Canada and 
a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  w a s 
designed to bridge the gap 
between the Canadian High 
School Curriculum and the 
West African High School 
Syllabus and operates in 
partnership with Rosedale 
Academy, Ontario Canada. 

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p , 
d e s i g n e d  u n d e r  t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y  p a t h w a y 
programme for Grade 12 
(SSS3) students in Nigeria 
will enable eligible students 
to benefits from an automatic 
s c h o l a r s h i p  b a s e d  o n 
students' admission scores.

Obaro said the best 
s t u d e n t  w o u l d  g e t  a 
scholarship of  $20,000 to 
c o v e r  t u i t i o n  f e e s , 
accommodation, feeding, 
and others while the best two 
would get $10,000 each. 

 “ T h r o u g h  o u r 
partnership with Rosedale 
A c a d e my,  a n  O n t a r i o 
Ministry of  Education-
inspected private secondary 
school that is able to grant 
Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma credits; we are able 
to offer a University Pathway 
P r o g r a m  t o  N i g e r i a n 
students. 

“Gradua te s  o f  th i s 
program receive a Rosedale 
Academy OSSD, a globally 
recognised certification to 
gain admission to the world's 

g rea t  univers i t i e s,  and 
consistently ranked in the top 
five international academic 
high school programs. MCC 
h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  a t t a i n 
university readiness before 
leaving Nigeria to study in 
C a n a d a ,  t h e  U n i t e d 
Kingdom, United States, 
Australia and other countries 
l e ve r a g i n g  t o p  g l o b a l 
academic program taught by 
Canadian certified teachers 

who prepare students for 
rigorous university programs 
worldwide.” 

O b a r o  a d d e d  t h a t 
studying abroad would shape 
learners to be excellence-
d r i v e n ;  s a y i n g  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
environment of  the advanced 
countries would impact 
pos i t ive ly  on s tudents ' 
progress. 

“We started assisting 

students in Nigeria to get 
admissions to s tudy in 
Canada, UK, America, 
Australia and other countries 
and we always have a 99% 
v i sa  succes s  ra te.  Our 
students always perform 
excellently in the diploma 
program that they always 
win scholarships to study 
abroad,” she added.

P r i n c i p a l ,  M C C , 
T i n u a d e  O l u f o l a b i , 

suggested that Nigerian 
government should add 
technology into education 
from the primary school level 
to bridge the gap in the 
c o u n t r y ' s  e d u c a t i o n 
curriculum. 

 “Government must put 
things in place to help 
s t u d e n t s    l e v e r a g e 
technology. 

“Government needs to 
understand the place of  
education, education must 
be practical, fun, relatable, 
infusing technology in the 
curriculum will go a long 
way in making students 
understand more. 

“Teachers should be 
certified too, even if  you have 
an education background, 
there is a lot needed to be able 
to impact knowledge because 
the Canadian content is way 
more advanced.” 

Olufolabi stated that the 
first phase of  the entrance 
e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
scholarship scheme would 
commence on Saturday 
April 23.

he University of  TL a g o s  h a s 
responded to pleas 

from popular Nigerian 
singer, Divine Ikubor, 
p o p u l a r ly  k n ow n  a s 

Re m a ,  a s  t h e  l a t t e r 
complained about the 
ongoing strike by the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities. 

Via its official handle, 
the institution said it has 
chosen Rema, advising 
the singer not to change 
his mind about this choice 
of  school. 

Taking a cue from one 
of  Rema's song, UNILAG 
tweeted, “Hmm… Rema 
d e a r,  U N I L A G  h a s 
chosen you o. Hmm… so 
don't let anybody come 
dey change your mind o. 
Rema no dey vex for us o.” 

In his response, Rema 
said, “Awww UNILAG, 
end the strike or I will go 
ooo. We want to go back 
to school. Please, the 
youths are not happy!”

U s i n g  ly r i c s  f r o m 
Rema's hit song 'Calm 
D o w n ' ,  U N I L A G 
responded, “Rema, calm 
down.” 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r 
UNILAG's tweet, Bowen 
University which had 
earlier wooed the singer to 

join the institution also 
responded to Rema's latest 
tweet, saying, “Every 
Nigerian youth deserves 
true happiness and most 
importantly, value for 
their time. Choose value 
and happiness today, don't 
l e t  t h e m  t e l l  y o u 
otherwise. You are loved.”

According to reports, 
the singer had earlier 
pleaded with ASUU to 
call off  its ongoing strike. 
The Lady crooner tweeted 
on Monday that since his 
a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e 
University of  Lagos, he 
had yet to commence his 
studies. 

The Mavin Records 
signee announced to his 
fans in January that he had 
gained admission to the 
University of  Lagos. 

H o w e v e r ,  B o w e n 

U n ive r s i t y  w h i c h  i s 

located at Iwo in Osun 

State replied to the singer's 

tweet, saying Rema won't 

be delayed by the ASUU 

strike if  he joined the 

private institution. 

Secretary of  PTDF, Dr 
Bello Gusau, said this in 
Abuja on Tuesday. 

It had earlier been 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  9 , 6 5 9 
Nigerians had benefitted 
from the PTDF overseas 
and local scholarships.

Following this report, 
the PTDF official said the 
merit-based selection was 
done to ensure fairness, 
equity and fair play in the 
scholarship allocations. 

Gusau explained that 
additional slots were also 

made available for the best 
female candidate from each 
geopolitical zone. 

As for people with 
disabilities, he said every 
effort was made to ensure 
that physically challenged 
candidates were provided 
with accessibility facilities 
t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o 
participate in the selection 
process at no disadvantage. 

He said in 2022, under 
the fund's  In-Country 
Scholarship Scheme, the 
P T D F  p r o v i d e d 

s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  1 9 
undergraduates and one 
master's degree award to 
Pe r s o n s  L i v i n g  w i t h 
Disabilities. 

In order to monitor the 
progress of  beneficiaries of  
PTDF grants in local and 
foreign institutions, he said 
a w a r d e e s '  s c h o o l s 
(supervisors) were required 
to forward regular progress 
reports. 

He further said that 
scholars falling below the 
required standards were at 

r i s k  o f  h av i n g  t h e i r 
scholarships revoked. 

He added that regular 
monitoring visits were 
conducted by the fund's 
staff  members to have a 
firsthand assessment of  the 
scholars '  progress and 
general welfare. 

O n  r e m a r k a b l e 
contributions made in the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 
petroleum sector since its 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  h e 
highlighted some of  its 
contributions going by the 
mandate of  the fund. 

He said the fund had 
provided scholarships, 
wholly and partially, to 
successful master's and 
P h D  a p p l i c a n t s  t h a t 
under took petroleum-
related courses.

The PTDF boss said 
the fund had also made 
a v a i l a b l e  s u i t a b l e 
endowments to deserving 
Niger ian  Univers i t i e s 
u n d e r  t h e  f u n d ' s 
Endowment Programme.

As part of  the mandate 
of  the fund, he said, PTDF 
had provided suitable 
books and journals through 
its Strategic Planning and 
D o c u m e n t a t i o n 
Department. 

“The fund provides 
t r a i n i n g  t o  m a j o r 
stakeholders in the industry 
including staff  of  Ministry 
of  Petroleum Resources, 
Nigeria Midstream and 
Downstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Authority and 
N i g e r i a  U p s t r e a m 
Petroleum Regulator y 
Commission. 

“ I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s 
training to the Training 
I n s t i t u t e ,  N i g e r i a n 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Company Ltd., National 
Oil Spill Detection and 
Recovery Agency, Union 
Leaders of  PENGASSAN 

and NUPENG and other 
stakeholders in the oil and 
gas industry. 

“ T h e  t r a i n i n g  i s 
designed for participants to 
acquire new skills and 
techniques to improve their 
effectiveness and efficiency 
in the performance of  their 
jobs,” he said. 

Gusau further said that 
the fund had provided 
s u p p o r t  t o  N i g e r i a n 
university lecturers under 
its University Lecturers' 
S k i l l s  E n h a n c e m e n t 
Training Programme. 

“ U n d e r  t h e 
programme, lecturers from 
selected oil and gas-related 
departments of  Nigerian 
universities are sponsored 
t o  u n d e r g o  t r a i n i n g 
programmes in the UK and 
French universities with a 
view to exposing them to 
global best practices,” he 
added. 

Speaking on the fund's 
quest for creating the 
necessary synergy among 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e 
industry, he said PTDF 
had over the years built 
strategic collaboration 
with key stakeholders. 

H e  l i s t e d  s u c h 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a s  t h e 
Niger ian  Mining  and 
Geosciences Society; the 
National Association of  
Petroleum Explorationists, 
a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  
Petroleum Engineers. 

Others listed included 
the Petroleum Technology 
Association of  Nigeria, 
a n d  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Association of  Indigenous 
Petroleum Explorers and 
Producers, amongst others. 

“PTDF does this by 
supporting the associations 
through financial/material 
s u p p o r t  i n  t h e i r 
conferences, seminars, and 
printing of  journals. 

Scholarships based on merit, says PTDF

ASUU strike: UNILAG, Bowen in 'Twitter
battle' for singer Rema

College plans scholarships for best students
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Bishop Kukah speaks tough to 
President Buhari’s administration

T
he outspoken Catholic 
Bishop of  Sokoto 
Diocese, Mathew Kukah, 

on Sunday, said President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
destroyed every aspect of  
the nation’s life and allowed 
corruption to thrive and grow 
unabatedly.

“With everything literally 
broken down, our country has 
become one big emergency 
national hospital with full 
occupancy,” the Bishop said in 
an Easter Sunday message to 
his congregation in Sokoto.

“Our individual hearts are 
broken. Our family dreams 
are broken. Homes are 
broken. Churches, Mosques, 
infrastructure are broken. Our 
educational system is broken. 
Our children’s lives and future 
are broken. Our politics is 
broken. Our economy is 
broken. Our energy system is 
broken. Our security system is 
broken. Our roads and trails 
are broken. Only corruption is 
alive and well.”

Bishop Kukah, who is 
reputed for his courage in 
speaking truth to power, in 
his last year’s Easter message, 
April 3, 2021, delivered a 
blistering condemnation of  the 
current administration, saying 
the government had failed 

and turned the country into a 
massive killing field.

But this year’s message 
appears to be even stronger 
with the cleric saying, 
“Nigerians can no longer 
recognise their country which 
has been battered and buffeted 
by men and women from the 
dark womb of  time. It is no 
longer necessary to ask how we 
got here. The real challenge is 
how to find the slippery rungs 
on the ladder of  ascent so we 
can climb out. Yet, we ask, 
ascend to where?”

He continued, “One would 
be tempted to ask, what is 
there to say about our tragic 
situation today that has not 
been said? Who is there to 
speak that has not spoken? Like 
the friends of  Job, we stare at 
an imponderable tragedy as the 
nation unravels from all sides.

“The government has slid 
into hibernation mode. It is 
hard to know whether the 
problem is that those in power 
do not hear, see, feel, know, or 
just don’t care. Either way, from 
this crossroad, we must make a 
choice, to go forward, turn left 
or right or return home. None 
of  these choices are easy, yet, 
guided by the light of  the risen 
Christ, we can reclaim our 
country from its impending 
slide to anarchy.

“The greatest challenge 

now is how to begin a process 
of  reconstructing our nation 
hoping that we can hang on 
and survive the 2023 elections. 
The real challenge before us 
now is to look beyond politics 
and face the challenge of  
forming character and faith in 
our country. Here, leaders of  
religion, Christianity and Islam, 
need to truthfully face the role 
of  religion in the survival of  
our country. The Nigerian 
Constitution has very clearly 
delineated the fine boundaries 
between religion and politics. 
Yet many politicians continue 
to behave as if  they are 
presiding over both the political 
and the spiritual realms in their 
states rather than governing in 
a Democracy.”

He called on all religious 
leaders in Nigeria to urgently 
come to the country’s rescue.

“Religious leaders must 
face the reality that here in 
Nigeria and elsewhere around 
the world, millions of  people 
are leaving Christianity and 
Islam,” Mr Kukah said. “While 
we are busy building walls of  
division with the blocks of  
prejudice, our members are 
becoming atheists but we prefer 
to pretend that we do not see 
this. We cannot pretend not 
to hear the footsteps of  our 
faithful who are marching away 
into atheism and secularism. 
No threats can stop this, but 

dialogue can open our hearts.”
Presidency Replies Bishop 

Kukah
The Presidency has berated 

the Catholic Bishop of  Sokoto 
Diocese, Most Rev Matthew 
Kukah, over his criticisms of  
the government, urging him to 
face his job or join politics. 

Presidential aide, Garba 
Shehu, said this in a statement 
on Monday evening, hours 
after the cleric accused 
the Muhammadu Buhari 
government, in his Easter 
message, of  dividing Nigerians.

“We respectfully ask Bishop 
Kukah to leave government to 
the voters and the politicians 
they elect, while he concentrates 
on his job, as it is expressed 
in James 1:27: ‘Religion that 
is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself  
unstained from the world.’

“Or else, he should put away 
his clerical garb, join partisan 
politics and see how far he can 
go,” he said.

He also accused the 
cleric of  making baseless 
accusations against the Federal 
Government. According to 
the presidential aide, Bishop 
Kukah chose to use the Easter 
period, which serves as a period 
of  reflection for Christians, to 
“make dissensions and quarrels 

about the law. His accusatory 
list against the government 
revealed only his hatred for 
them”.

“Still, when he accused 
them of  division, he gave no 
examples: merely assertions 
emanating from his own 
mouth. His allegation of  
ethnic and regional divide was 
innuendo without proof, and 
he gave none.

“His list of  things he claims 
as broken – from churches 
to mosques to schools and 
motorways – belie all those 
that have been built, and 
others built anew during this 
government’s time in office,” 
the statement added.

The preacher’s criticisms 
of  the government, if  for any 
reason, he said, should be done 
in the “spirit of  gentleness,” 
the presidential aide said.

He noted that “if  Bishops 
or religious leaders believe 
they have a willing audience 
for tales of  government error 
or fragility, they do an injustice 
to their flock by filling their 
ears with talk of  division and 
hateful thoughts

“Nigeria knows too well 
Bishop Kukah’s views of  the 
government. He has made 
quite clear how much he 
dislikes them from the day 
they were elected.”

By Bright C. J. Okereke

…As reactions trail bombardment

Buhari Kukah
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....Says Nigeria at a crossroads 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Middle: Sen Dr Chris Ngige with Exco members of NFSEP at his hometown Alor, Anambra state during the Group’s Courtesy visit.

Nigeria needs a leadership that will 
compensate for the years of locusts - Ngige

F
ormer Anambra 
State Governor and 
one time Senator of  

Anambra Central senatorial 
zone and current Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Senator Dr Chris Nwabueze 
Ngige (OON) has said 
that for Nigeria to move 
forward towards economic 
prosperity there is need 
to appoint a leader who 
is experienced and can 
compensate for the years 
eaten up by locust.

Sen Dr. Ngige made this 
known during the courtesy 
visit by the National Forum 
for South East Presidency 
at his home town Alor, 
Anambra State on Monday 
18/4/22. 

The Minister described 
the issue of  the President of  
Nigeria come 2023 as one 
which nobody should toil 
with because Nigeria is on a 
crossroad.

He bemoaned the failure 
of  the G-15 Economic 
Council that visited 
Indonesia and Malaysia 
in 1991 set up by the 
Banbangida administration 

which brought Nigeria’s 
foremost business men and 
industrialists together to 
talk about how to change 
the narratives. 

According to the Minister, 
“those were countries 
that were at par with us 
in terms of  development 
that time, he (Babangida) 
wanted the group to bring 
back everything good that 
was making those places 
boom. A car prototype 
produced in Indonesia 
called the protosaga, the 
plantain plantation and 
others were brought down 
to Nigeria, but there was no 
implementation”. 

He however attributed 
the yearnings of  economic 
Foundation of  Nigeria to 
what happened in that era. 
“Nigeria needs a leadership 
that will compensate for 
the years of  the locust, 
the locusts have eaten 
everything but the tree 
is still standing, we need 
leadership that will make 
the tree grow new leaves. I 
am taking with experience 
from experience which I 
have, i know how to revive 
Nigeria”. 

“I have an experience 
on what to do so that this 

tree that whose leaves have 
been taken away by locust 
to regrow those leaves with 
time and with those leaves 
Nigeria will grow back to 
economic prosperity”.

“All the boko haram, 
bandits, latter day IPOBs, the 
avengers and other agitators 
are the manifestation of  
economic hardship and 
man’s inhumanity to man, 
the have and the have nots., 
so for Nigeria the die is cast, 
if  we want Nigeria to grow, 
we must remove injustice, 
inequality, unfairness and if  
we do that we will be able to 
get a good leader to replace 
President Buhari, he added. 

Speaking, National 
President of  NFSEP, Dr 
Patrick Enunuke analysizing 
the political history of  
Nigeria which has given a 
chance for the Yorubas and 
Hausas said, the reason for 
agitations from the IPOB 
which is wrongly being done 
is because of  these sense of  
marginalization. He noted 
that a lot of  injustice has 
been meted on the Igbos and 
that’s why where there is 
injustice, anarchy is bound 
to prevail. 

Dr Enuneku further 
asserted that the visit was 

to identify with Sen Dr 
Ngige as an APC aspirant. 
He eulogized Sen. Ngige as 
an Igbo man who have the 
capacity and experience as 
a former Governor, former 
Minister and a Senator 
to take up the mantle of  
leadership in Nigeria. 

Also Speaking, National 
Financial Secretary NFSEP, 
Engr Ogbonna Victor, while 
appreciating the courtesy 
visit to Sen Ngige, pointed 
out some of  his antecedents 
during his tenure as 
Governor in Anambra 
State. He however said the 
Igbos are scared all over the 
federation which means if  
we can speak in one voice, 
we will be able to achieve 
whatever we project.

He pleaded with Dr Ngige 
to make Alliance with major 
stakeholders and ensure 
that the primary ticket 
under APC will be handed 
over to him. He assured 
him that once the mandate 
of  the Igbo is achieved as a 
Nigerian President, all these 
agitations in the southeast 
will be a thing of  the past 

Narrating years of  
commitment and hard 
work by Sen Ngige during 
his regime as Anambra 

Governor, a stakeholder, Dr. 
Ralph Agwuna (Shete) noted 
that Ngige’s administration 
revamped the entire system 
through provision of  basic 
infrastructure, education 
system, regular payment 
of  civil servants salaries, 
arrears of  pensioners paid, 
employment creation, 
including recruiting of  young 
judges so when projected 
will make it to supreme 
court before retirement 
among others. He agreed 
that Ngige remains the best 
choice while assuring of  his 
support. 

Coordinator representing 
Idemili North, Comr 
Arinze nweje, informed Sen 
Dr Ngige that the Nigerian 
masses are waiting for him 
because of  his liberation in 
Anambra. “Under serious 
conditions in Anambra state 
you performed marvelously 
well, we are waiting to 
support you”, he added.

News Echo reports 
that NFSEP, is a political 
pressure group existing in 
the thirty six states of  the 
country and five countries 
in Diaspora that are 
clamouring for one united 
Nigerian President of  Igbo 
extraction from Southeast.
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2023 Igbo Presidency: Indigenous Biafran 
Warriors, Igbo Hunters throw support

T
he Indigenous 
Biafran Warriors 
(IBW) and its forest-

based unit, Igbo Hunters 
(IH) has called on Igbos 
within all the Igbo speaking 
states across Nigeria to 
unanimously support the 
2023 Igbo Presidency 
Project. News Echo reports 
that IBW made the call 
after a two-day caucus 
meeting in Aba, Abia State 
which was held from 13th 
14th April 2022. After the 
meeting, IBW addressed the 
press on Friday and publicly 
declared its total support 
for the Nigerian president 
of  Igbo extraction. The 
group also condemned the 
ongoing destruction of  
life and property within 
Igboland and vowed that 
such destructive activities 
must be put to a stop 
without further delay. IBW, 
therefore, charged its Inner 
Security Organ (ISO), all 
its Red Cap Commandos 
and its other Intelligence 
Organs all over the South-
East and the South-South 
region of  Nigeria to be on 
alert for action.

It further charged all 
the aforementioned organs 
within the group to be 
more tactical than physical 
as they continue to gather 
information against the 
current insecurity in 
Igboland which it believes 
will soon be a thing of  the 
past. 

Addressing the press 
on behalf  of  IBW, Sunday 
Ezeokafor,  Acting Director 
of  information called on all 
the Igbo leaders, traditional 
rulers, clergy, students union 
and youth to come together 
for the actualization of  the 
presidency project in 2023.

Ezeokafor also called on 
all Biafran freedom fighters 
no matter the name of  the 
group, to support Igbo 
political leaders on the 
actualization of  the Igbo 
presidency in 2023.  He said 
that the support for Igbo 
political leaders for the 2023 
presidency has become 
necessary so that after 2023 

strong support, the political 
leaders will see what the 
freedom fighters have seen 
years before they decided to 
move for the actualization 
of  the sovereign state of  
Biafra. Ezeokafor called 
upon all Igbo Governors 
and political leaders to 
move fast and secure the 
unconditional release of  
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, the 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
from detention.  He warned 
that on no account should 

leaders, from the South-
East and their counterpart 
in the South-South, it 
decided to stand by his Mr 
Peter Obi from the South-
East and possibly Prof. 
Pat Utomi from the South-
South should he declare 
interest to run. Ezeokafor 
said that the two worthy 
Igbo sons are the candidates 
it has discovered, willing to 
support and will present to 
Nigerian citizens to choose 
because they have what 
it takes to create a better 
Nigeria if  at all Nigeria 
wants to survive.

He warned that if  
political leaders and the 
Nigerian nation fails to 
allow an Igbo man to be 
a successor to President 
Muhamadu Buhari after 
so many years of  Igbos’ 
contribution to nation-
building in Nigeria, nobody 
should blame them for their 
next actions. The IBW 
Director of  Information 
said that their next actions 
should the growing fear 
of  a clandestine plot to 
deny Igbos a chance to 
be president becomes a 
reality will start with heavy 
mobilization for Biafra all 
over the territories of  the 
Old Eastern Region.

Kanu suffer any harm while 
in detention stressing that 
should any harm befalls 
the IPOB leader while in 
custody, the consequences 
will not work well for all. 
“We support, our leaders 
we call on them to work for 
the unity of  the Igbo nation. 
Igbo people all over the state 
of  Nigeria. It is not news 
to anyone that indigenous 
Igbos are too many within 
the population of  South-
South Nigeria. So, we are 
in support of  the Nigerian 

From Nonye Udumiri,  
Aba

president of  Igbo extraction 
not just from the Southeast 
part of  Igboland. 

“Since the Ohaneze 
Ndigbo constitution and 
membership was extended 
to the Indigenous Igbos in 
Delta State and River State 
nothing stops them from 
contesting the presidential 
election on behalf  of  Igbo 
people because we’re all 
one despite the geopolitical 
zone divisions which mean 
nothing to us.” Ezeokafor 
said anybody trying to 
separate Igbos in South-
South and South-East is 
making a huge mistake 
because the constitution of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo allows 
for the rotational presidency 
among qualified persons 
from the seven states where 
different Igbo dialects 
are spoken as indigenous 
languages which include 
Imo, Abia, Enugu, Ebonyi, 
Delta, Rivers and Anambra 
State. “We will never allow 
our greedy politicians to 
divide the Igbo nation 
never. We needed unity, 
not to fall into the tactics 
of  divide and rule of  our 
common enemy,” they said. 
He said that after carefully 
looking and watching and 
studying the Igbo political 

Since the Ohaneze 
Ndigbo constitution and 

membership was extended 
to the Indigenous Igbos in 

Delta State and River State 
nothing stops them from 

contesting the presidential 
election on behalf of Igbo 
people because we’re all 

one despite the geopolitical 
zone divisions which mean 

nothing to us.”

“

“

... Condemn insecurity, vows to see to its end soon

Members of  the Indigenous Biafran Warriors and its forest-based unit, Igbo Hunters after a meeting in Aba, Abia state recently
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From Karen James, 
Nnewi 

Checkmate: Atiku support group 
decamps to support Kingsley 
Moghalu ahead of 2023 Election 

T
he Peoples Democratic 
Party’s (PDP) 
presidential aspirant 

Support Group has withdrawn 
its support for Atiku and 
endorsed the presidential 
aspirant of  the Action 
Democratic Congress (ADC), 
Mr Kingsley Moghalu.  Hon. 
Mr. Hassan Ankuma, former 
National Coordinator of  
the group, disclosed this last 
Friday in Abuja at a news 
conference held to endorse the 
ADC aspirant. Ankuma said 
that the group made mistakes 
in the past by campaigning for 
candidates of  the two major 
political parties in the country.

He said that the group 
was not willing to repeat the 
same mistake ahead of  the 
2023 elections. However, the 
mistake in the past was that we 
were always looking to support 
candidates of  the two major 
political parties as though they 
alone existed.

However the dependence on 
these popular political parties 
is why we have consistently 
voted for the wrong leaders. 
As usual, we have begun the 
journey to 2023, but as Nigeria 
gets worse every day, one 
comes to the realization that 
there is a lot to fear about the 
immediate future. This led us 
to take a deep breath, take a 
step back and reexamine more 
thoroughly the choices before 
us because 2023 is a make-or-
break season for Nigeria.

“My team and I are 
transitioning from the vibrant 
Pro-Atiku support group 
known as “Atiku State of  
Mind“ and will now be 
known as “Moghalu State 
of  Mind“. “However, we all 
want a state of  mind that is 
healthy for Nigerians, one that 
can guarantee the electoral 
promises being made. We don’t 
want a president that is thereby 
a false sense of  entitlement,” 
he said. He called for support 
from Nigerians to rally and 
campaign for the ADC and 
appealed to the party to give its 
presidential ticket to Moghalu 
for the sake of  equity and 
fairness to the southeastern part 
of  the country. Mr Kingsley 
Moghalu, the ADC presidential 
aspirant in his response to the 
endorsement, promised to 
run a multidimensional and 

diversified economy if  elected 
in 2023.”

Moghalu said he would 
diversify the economy 
through industrialisation 
and exportation of  products 
to boost foreign exchange 
earnings and strengthen the 
naira. As a former deputy 

governor of  the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN), I understand 
that economic diversification is 
the key to Nigeria’s economy.

“When elected into office, 
I would harness the nation’s 
natural materials, materials 
that when productively utilized 
could drive industrialisation. 

“I would implement the 
Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) 
but I would not run an economy 
that is focused solely on oil 
alone. “I will turn Nigeria into 
a post-oil economy like other 
Western states because there 
are many ways for Nigeria to 
earn foreign exchange and 
boost its economy,” he said.

He said he would harness 
the nation`s natural gas and 
develop it, adding that gas was 
more expensive than oil in the 
international market. Kingsley 
Moghalu said he would drive 
an innovative government by 
prioritizing provision of  stable 
electricity supply to industrial 
areas of  the country in order to 
boost productivity. According 
to him, 40 percent of  the 
increases in the prices of  goods 
in the market are caused by the 
poor supply of  electricity. I 
would ensure that electricity is 
stable in industrial states such 
as Anambra, Lagos, Kano, 
Abia, and Ogun, our youth 
are sure of  employment.” “If  
these industrial areas have 
24 hours supply of  electricity 
for production, the prices of  
goods would automatically 
go down and gradually there 
would be cash flow in the 
economy and poverty would 

be reduced. Nigerians would 
begin to realise value for 
their money on every item 
bought or traded,” he said. 
The presidential aspirant 
said he would reform the 
Nigeria Police through special 
21st century modernised 
operations, training and 
equipment. According to 
him, without reforming the 
police to what it should be in 
comparison to 21st century 
global police, then we cannot 
handle security challenges.

“The police would become 
proactive through intelligence 
gathering because intelligence 
is the germane in fighting 
insecurity. “We would take the 
war to the bad guys and not 
wait for the bad guys to bring 
the battle to us and kill our 
citizens. “One life lost in any 
attack is one too many for us 
as a nation,” he said.

He said other areas of  
government that needed to be 
upgraded will be identified and 
repositioned. In conclusion, 
Moghalu promised to create 
job opportunities across the 
country, empower the youth, 
reduce the cost of  living 
and education and provide 
other basic needs for a stable 
economy.

My team and I are transitioning from the 
vibrant Pro-Atiku support group known as 

“Atiku State of Mind“ and will now be known as 
“Moghalu State of Mind“. “However, we all want 

a state of mind that is healthy for Nigerians, 
one that can guarantee the electoral promises 
being made. We don’t want a president that is 
thereby a false sense of entitlement,” he said. 
He called for support from Nigerians to rally 
and campaign for the ADC and appealed 
to the party to give its presidential ticket to 
Moghalu for the sake of equity and fairness 
to the southeastern part of the country. Mr 

Kingsley Moghalu, the ADC presidential 
aspirant in his response to the endorsement, 

promised to run a multidimensional and 
diversified economy if elected in 2023.”

“

Moghalu Atiku
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C
hristians have been 
advised to always 
remain steadfast in their 

faith in Jesus Christ, without 
allowing criticism, difficult 
times and gang ups against 
them by their fellow human 
beings to discourage them.

In his sermon on Easter 
Sunday at St Andrew’s 
Anglican Church, Uzoagba 
in Ikeduru local government 
area of  Imo State, Ven Mark 
Akahara who is also in charge 
of  Uzoagba/Akabo Anglican 
Arch Deaconry of  the LGA, 
further reminded Christians 
that Jesus Christ whose 
death and resurrection was 
celebrated across the world 
on the Easter Sunday, suffered 
persecutions and gang ups, 
even by His trusted friends, 
brothers and sisters and that 
His faith in His father in 

Heaven remained strong.
“Even Roman soldiers who 

were in position to give correct 
account of  what happened, 
rather betrayed Him”.

“We should be careful not 
to be deceived by the devil, we 
should be careful not to bear 
false witness against innocent 
people. So many people are 
in prison today, so many are 
dead, some suffered, some 
are still suffering, just because 
somebody bore false witness 
against them. This is what 
happened to Jesus”

He used the occasion to 
appeal to Nigerians to shun 
money politics, while he 
advised political leaders to 
tow the path of  truth and 
justice, without allowing those 
who bear false witness against 
innocent people to mislead 
them.

In an interview later, 
a prominent son of  the 
community and a Knight 

in the Anglican Church, 
Clan Chief  (Prof.) Chimezie 
Kingsley who attended the 
church service with members 
of  his family, described Easter 
as a time for sober reflection, 
and time for Christians to 
renew their relationship with 
God, bearing in mind that 
Jesus Christ sacrificed his life, 
to redeem mankind from their 
sins.

“By His resurrection today, 
He has given us victory, and 
we have every reason to 
celebrate Him”.

Ebube Mba of  Ikeduru, 
expressed optimism that 
the seeming political and 
economic crises in Nigeria, 
bothering on killings, 
kidnapping, hardship and 
insecurity would eventually be 
a thing of  the past.

“We should believe that 
God Almighty will definitely 
hear the cries of  His people. 
No matter how hard things 
are today, it will surely get 

Gunmen rob 
Easter day 
fun-seekers of 
mobile phones 
in Anambra 

U
nidentified gunmen on 
Easter Sunday visited 
Oko community, close 

to the Federal Polytechnic, Oko, 
Anambra State, invading a fast food 
joint. News Echo gathered that 
the gunmen came in into Sophia 
Fast Food, but failed to harm the 
fun-seekers, who were obviously 
enjoying themselves for the Easter 
celebration. A source said they 
simply disposed all customers and 
staff  of  the eatery of  their phones 
and left the area without any 
challenge, despite an armoured car 
and security personnel positioned 
in the area. A Facebook user, Iyke 
Orji said: “Nobody was killed, 
nobody was shot. “Even the new 
police armoured tank Governor 
Soludo stationed at Oko Police 
station with new policemen didn’t 
repel them. “They came to Sophia 
fast foods Oko, yes, a fast food. 
They collected all the phones of  
people eating there. They now set 
fire in the frontage of  the fast food. 
“Sophia fast foods just opened a new 
branch in Ekwulobia and people 
are thinking if  it was a calculated 
attempt by competitors,” Orji said. 
Reacting on the incident, the state 
public relations officer of  Anambra 
State Police command, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu, in a statement, 
urged victims of  the incident to 
come forward and report for proper 
investigation.

The statement read; The 
Anambra State Police Command 
today 18/4/2022 wishes to urge 
the victims of  unconfirmed 
reports going round the media 
tagged ’Anambra: Gunmen Visit 
Eatery on Easter Day, Rob Fun-
seekers  of  Mobile Phones.’ to 
come forward and report. This 
will help police with necessary 
information to investigate and 
deploy personnel in this regard. 
This will also help to avert such 
incidents from reoccurring in 
the area or any place in the state. 
However, the Command, urged 
citizens especially Ndi Anambra to 
always report any security incident 
witnessed to the nearest Police 
station or through the Command 
Emergency numbers 112, call 
07039194332 or Command PRO on 
08039334002 for prompt response. 
In addition, the NPF rescue me app 
is also available for free download 
on both Android and Apple IOS, 
for Android and i-phone users 
respectively. The Command while 
calling for increased information 
flow from the public to the police, 
assures that, it will not fold her 
hands and allow some disgruntled 
elements to make life unbearable 
for the residents.

Governor Ugwuanyi swears in Michael Ajogwu, 
as ENSIEC chairman for second term 

G
overnor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State has sworn-in Dr. 

Michael Ezeugwu Ajogwu 
(SAN) as Chairman of  the 
Enugu State Independent 
Electoral Commission 
(ENSIEC), for a second 
term, at the EXCO Chamber, 
Government House, Enugu. 
Ugwuanyi also swore in 
Dr. Greene Anike-Nweze 
as ENSIEC Member 1 for 

a second term.  Dr. Ajogwu 
and Dr. Anike-Nweze were 
sworn in as ENSIEC chairman 
and member respectively 
following their reappointment 
by Gov. Ugwuanyi. Speaking 
after being sworn in, Dr. 
Ajogwu, on behalf  of  himself  
and his colleague, thanked 
Gov. Ugwuanyi for the 
magnanimity he extended to 
them by finding them worthy 
to serve for a second term after 
they successfully concluded 
their first term of  five years. 

The Senior Advocate of  

Nigeria (SAN) promised 
the governor that they will 
discharge their duties faithfully, 
and in accordance with the 
law and their Oath of  Office. 
In his remarks, Governor 
Ugwuanyi congratulated them 
and wished them well in their 
new tenure. The governor used 
the opportunity to appreciate 
other members of  ENSIEC 
for their commitment and 
diligent discharge of  their 
responsibilities. The Secretary 
to the State Government, Prof. 
Simon Uchenna Ortuanya, 

the Deputy Chief  of  Staff, 
Government House, Prof. 
Malachy Okwueze, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor on 
Information, Steve Oruruo, 
ENSIEC Secretary, Barr. 
Chukwudi Amah, other 
members of  the Commission, 
and wife of  the Chairman, 
Hon. Justice V.C. Ajogwu 
witnessed the event while the 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of  Justice and state’s Solicitor-
General, Barr. Victor Emeribe, 
administered the Oath on Dr. 
Ajogwu and Dr. Anike-Nweze.

 By Remi Nwagwu

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Clan Chief (Prof.) Chimezie Kingsley KSC (Ebubemba Ikeduru) presenting kola nut to High Chief George-White 
Iwuamadi (Oshimiri Ikeduru)  while Chief Dennis Ejikeme Okwu (Sweet Apple), Chief Tony Ndu (Omekagu 1 of 

Uzoagba) and other members of Uzoagba Stars Club watch

Don’t bear false witness – Clergy cautions Christians
  .... As Ebubemba Ikeduru explains essence of  Easter

better”.
As a result, he called on 

leaders of  thought in the 
country to come together and 
help rebuild the nation.

The Australia based 
business mogul, who among 
other chains of  companies 
located across countries of 
the world, among which 
included the News Echo 
Newspaper, lamented the 
rate at which most of  the 
Newspapers in Nigeria had 
derailed from telling their 
readers the truth, but are 
rather singing praises for 
politicians, for money.

Today, Journalists are 
being ridiculed. That is why 
I decided to establish the 
News Echo Newspaper, to 
restore the dignity of  the 
profession, by employing 
people with no political bias 
to come and give people the 
true information they need to 
know”

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  



he war in Ukraine Twill heavily weigh 
down on economic 

growth in the eurozone, the 
IMF said Tuesday, as the 
conflict wreaks havoc on 
energy prices and the 
manufacturing sector.

The Inter nat ional  
Monetary Fund revised its 
eurozone growth forecast 
for 2022 to 2.8 percent, 
down from 3.9 percent in 
its January estimate, with 
t h e  r e g i o n ' s  b i g ge s t  
economy, Germany, taking 
a heavier hit.

“The main channel 

panish police said 

STuesday they had 
broken up a gang 

suspected of  making high-
speed boats to transport 
“large quantities” of  drugs 
by sea.

Officers arrested 22 
people and seized 20 boats 
in raids carried out across 
Spain, including Madrid 
and Barcelona, as well as 
northern Portugal, the 
police said in a statement.

Police suspect the gang 
was dedicated to “the 
m a n u f a c t u r e  a n d 
development of  high-speed 
boats, which were then 
used to ship large quantities 
of  narcotics by sea,” the 
statement said.

Among the members of  
the group were people who 
were “highly qualified” in 
the manufacture of  boats 
special ly designed for 
smuggling drugs, police 
said.

P i c t u r e s  r e l e a s e d 
showed several upturned 
boat hulls inside a large 
hangar as well as hatches 
designed to hide narcotics 
inside the structure of  the 
vessels.

Once the boats were 
finished, they were shipped 
to various places in the 
Iberian peninsula before 
being used to transport 

drugs to southern Spain.
S p a i n ' s  p h y s i c a l 

proximity to Morocco, a 
major hashish producer, 

u s s i a  s a i d  o n RTu e s d ay  i t  w a s 
e x p e l l i n g  3 6 

d i p l o m a t s  f r o m  t w o 
European countr ies  in 
re ta l ia t ion  for  s imi lar 
measures taken against 
Moscow's foreign envoys 
over the Kremlin's military 
operation in Ukraine.

The Russian foreign 
ministry said it had declared 
21 diplomats from Belgium 
and 15 from the Netherlands 
“persona non grata”, giving 

them two weeks to leave.
M o s c o w  a l s o 

summoned Luxembourg's 
envoy, warning him that 
Russia may decide to take 
reciprocal measures for the 
t i n y  E u r o p e a n  s t a t e ' s 
expulsion of  Moscow's 
ambassador.

The expulsions are the 
latest in a series taken 
b e t we e n  M o s c ow  a n d 
Western countries in the 
wake of  President Vladimir 
Putin's decision to launch a 

m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  i n 
Ukraine on February 24.

T h e  o f f e n s i ve  h a s 
t h r o w n  R u s s i a  i n t o 
international isolation and 
b r o k e n  m a n y  o f  i t s 
economic ties with the West.

The Russian foreign 
ministry called a decision by 
the Netherlands to expel 18 
Moscow envoys on March 
29 “groundless”.

It called a similar step 
t a k e n  b y  B e l g i u m 
“provocative”, and the 
decision by Luxembourg 
“ a n  u n m o t iva t e d  a n d 
unfriendly step”.

and its close ties with its 
former colonies in Latin 
America, a major cocaine-
producing region, have 

made it a key entry point 
for drugs bound for Europe.

through which the war in 
Ukraine and sanctions on 
Russia affect the euro area 
economy is rising global 
energy prices and energy 
security,” the IMF said in 
i t s  Wor ld  Economic  
Outlook report.

The war has hurt some 
countries like Italy and 
Germany more than other 
European nations because 
they had “relatively large 
manufacturing sectors and 
greater dependence on 
energy impor ts  f rom 
Russia”, the IMF said.

Germany's economy is 

now expected to grow by 
2.1 percent this year, down 
f r o m  3 . 8  p e r c e n t  
previously. Italy will also 
take a heavy hit, with 
growth of  2.3 percent 
compared to an earlier 
forecast of  3.8 percent.

A f t e r  M o s c o w ' s  
invasion in February, the 
West including eurozone 
c o u n t r i e s  u n l e a s h e d  
sanctions on Russia,  
affecting its financial 
system, aviation sector and 
other major parts of  its 
economy.

Nearly two months 

later, prices are rising. Oil 
remains above 100 dollar 
per barrel after reaching 
historic highs in March, 
while the price of  gas, 
wheat, aluminium, nickel 
and other raw materials 
have soared.

As a result, consumer 
prices in the eurozone have 
surged to 7.5 percent, an 
all-time high.

– ECB holds steady –
The global economy was 
p u m m e l l e d  b y  t h e  
pandemic in 2020, but it 
began to recover last year. 

T h e  I M F  h a d  

predicted last October that 
eurozone growth would be 
4.3 percent in 2022 before 
lowering the forecast in 
January due to a global 
supply chain crisis and the 
emergence of  the Omicron 
variant of  the coronavirus.

The IMF's latest report 
a l s o  l o w e r e d  t h e  
eurozone's growth outlook 
for 2023 to 2.3 percent, 
down from 2.5 percent 
previously.

But it slightly increased 
its forecast for Germany to 
2.7 percent. Italy's growth, 
however, will slow further 
to 1.7 percent.

The war was “severely 
affecting the euro area 
economy”,  European 
C e n t r a l  B a n k  c h i e f  
Christine Lagarde said last 
week, pointing to a fall in 
economic confidence and 
persistently high energy 

emen's Huthi rebels Yhave agreed to stop 
using child soldiers, 

the United Nations said, 
after thousands of  under-
age fighters were recruited 
for the seven-year civil war.

The Huthis will release 
all child soldiers within six 
months under a new action 
plan, the UN said, adding 
that the warring parties have 
a l l  now commit ted  to 
ending “grave violations” 
against children.

T h e r e  w a s  n o 
immediate comment from 
t h e  H u t h i s  a b o u t  t h e 
agreement,  which was 
signed after a fragile, UN-
brokered truce started on 
April 2.

Near ly  3 ,500 chi ld 
soldiers have been identified 
and more than 10,200 
children have been “killed 
or maimed” since the war 
started, the UN said.

A Saudi-led coalition 
intervened in 2015 to prop 
up the inter nat ional ly 
r e c o g n i s e d  Ye m e n i 
government after the Iran-
backed Huthis seized the 
capital Sanaa the year 
before.

“ T h e  H u t h i s  h ave 
signed an action plan with 
the United Nations to end 
and prevent the recruitment 
and use of  children in 
armed conflict, the killing 
and maiming of  children, 
and attacks on schools and 
hospitals as well as other 
grave violations,” a UN 
statement said on Monday.

In the latest evidence of  
child deaths, three children 
were among at least 80 
people, apparently civilians, 
killed in coalition air strikes 
in late January, Human 

Rights  Watch sa id  on 
Monday.

M o r e  t h a n  2 , 5 0 0 
schools in Yemen are unfit 
for use, with some destroyed 
and others turned into 
refugee camps or military 
facilities, according to the 
UN children's agency.

“The most difficult part 
of  the journey starts now,” 
Virginia Gamba, the UN 
secretary-general's special 
representative for children 
and armed conflict, said in 
the statement.

“The action plan must 
be fully implemented and 
lead to tangible actions for 
the improvement of  the 
protection of  children in 
Yemen,” she added.

The war has killed more 
than 150,000 people and 
displaced millions, creating 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  w o r s t 
humanitarian crisis, the UN 
says.

But there have been 
hopeful developments in 
recent weeks. Following the 
truce, Yemen's president-in-
exi le  handed over  h is 
powers to a new leadership 
council that is tasked with 
carrying out peace talks 
with the Huthis.

costs for households and 
businesses.

The ECB last month 
slashed its growth forecast 
for 2022 to 3.7 percent 
from 4.2 percent previously 
predicted, and warned 
inflation would soar in the 
eurozone area, but it has 
yet to follow the US 
Federal Reserve in raising 
rates to tame prices.

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  

Economic Cooperation 

and Development said in 

March that eurozone 

growth risked being cut by 

up to 1.4 percentage points 

while inflation would 

increase by 2.5 percentage 

points over a year if  the 

war's impact proves to be 

lasting.
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r i t i s h  P r i m e  BMinis ter,  Bor i s  
Johnson will face 

angr y  lawmakers  on 
Tuesday for the first time 
since being fined for 
b r e a c h i n g  h i s  o w n  
coronavi r us  laws  by  
attending a party at his 
Downing Street office.

The embattled Johnson 
last week became the first 
modern British leader to be 
fined for breaking the law, 
after police ruled he had 
f a i l e d  t o  a b i d e  b y  
lockdown curbs in 2020.

But he has weathered 
the initial storm at the 
unprecedented sanction 
and doggedly defied calls 
to resign, despite the 
possibility that he could 
face further penalties as 
p o l i c e  c o n t i n u e  t o  
investigate numerous rule-
breaching events.

The 57-year-old can 
expect a bruising few days 
n o w  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Commons is returning 
from its Easter break, with 
MPs demanding to know 
why he repeatedly insisted 
to them that no rules had 
been broken.

Knowingly misleading 
parliament is a breach of  
government ministers' 

erman consumer 

Gg o o d s  g r o u p 
Henke l ,  which 

includes beauty brand 
Schwarzkopf  and Pritt 
adhesive, said Tuesday it 
would join a string of  other 
companies in leaving the 
Russian market.

Henkel has “decided to 
exit its business activities in 
Russia”, where it employs 
2,500 people, the company 
said in a statement. 

The financial impact on 
the Dusseldorf-based group 
“cannot be quantified at 
this time”, it added.

Henkel announced at 
the beginning of  March 

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  s t o p 
investments in Russia, 
while continuing to supply 
the market with “essential 
goods” across its range of  
household and personal 
hygiene products.

Before the outbreak of  
the war, around five percent 
of  Henkel's revenues came 
from the Russian market.

The group's exposure 
ref lects  the c lose  t ies 
Ger man bus iness  has 
sought to develop with 
Russia.

A wave of  German 
companies have headed for 
the exit door following the 

invasion of  Ukraine.
I n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e 

a f t e r m a t h ,  f l a g s h i p 
c a r m a k e r s  s u c h  a s 
Volkswagen, BMW, and 
Mercedes-Benz said they 
would stop exports to 
R u s s i a  a n d  c e a s e 
production at their plants in 
the country.

Others have decided to 
pursue their operations in 
Russia, despite Western 
sanctions against President 
V l a d i m i r  P u t i n ' s 
government. 

The pharmaceutical 
giant Bayer has stopped 
“non-essential business” 
but continues to supply 
Russia with health and 
agricultural products.

Wholesaler Metro has 
continued its business, 
citing a “responsibility” to 
customers who bought 
food from the company.

Ritter Sport, of  the 
d i s t i n c t i v e l y  s q u a r e 
chocolate bars, has also 
stayed in Russia,  and 
earned itself  the ire of  the 
Ukrainian ambassador to 
Germany, Andriy Melnyk, 
who has called out the 
company on Twitter.

The confectioner said at 
the end of  March it would 
donate profits from the 
R u s s i a n  m a r k e t  t o 
“ h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d 
organisations”. 

code of  conduct, which 
states they should resign as 
a result — and opposition 
lawmakers are adamant he 
should go.

However, Johnson will 
reportedly try to sideline 
the controversy with a 
“business as usual” mantra 
this week, which includes a 
two-day visit to India 
starting on Thursday.

He is set to address 
MPs at around 4:30 pm 
(1530 GMT).

But he raised eyebrows 
even before taking to his 
feet in the Commons after 
choosing to combine his 
“Partygate” explanations 
with an update on the 
West's response to the war 
in  Ukra ine  and  the  
growing cost-of-living 
crisis.

Critics argue it is 
a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  
marginalise and distract 
from the scandal, but his 
spokesman told reporters 
Tuesday that he was 
sincere in admitting his 
mistakes. 

“He fully respects the 
outcome of  the (police) 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n , ”  t h e  
spokesman said.

“Many will feel he fell 
short and the public had a 

right to expect better.”
– Attention diverted –

London's Metropolitan 
Police is investigating 
d o z e n s  o f  a l l e g e d  
lockdown breaches by 
Johnson and his staff  in the 
Downing Street complex 
where he lives and works.

It said last week officers 
had so far issued more than 
50 fines.

The scandal, the latest 
in a stream of  controversies 
to hit Johnson since last 
year, left his position 
hanging by a thread and 
MPs from his Conservative 
Party in a dangerously 
rebellious mood.

But he boosted his 
survival chances with what 
is seen as a firm response to 
Ukraine, which diverted 
attention away from the 
furore when he was most 
vulnerable.

Several Conservative 
l awmaker s  who  had  
publicly withdrawn their 
support for his leadership 
have reversed course and 
argued now is not the time 
for a change of  Tory leader.

The cost-of-living crisis 
is also credited with 
distracting people from the 
scandal, while Johnson has 
made several big policy 

announcements aimed at 
his pro-Brexit political 
base.

T h e y  i n c l u d e  
controversial plans to send 
migrants and asylum 
seekers who cross the 
Channel thousands of  

enegal's international 

Sairport has called on 
airlines to ensure that 

planes have enough jet fuel 
for return flights, amid a 
kerosene shortage in the 
West African nation.

In a statement Monday 
n i g h t ,  B l a i s e - D i a g n e 
International Airport said 
t h a t  “ u n f a v o u r a b l e 
international conditions” 
a n d  v o l a t i l i t y  i n 
commodities markets had 
severely disrupted supplies 
of  jet fuel.

The airport, near the 

S Secretary of  State 

UAntony Bl inken 
headed Tuesday to 

Panama on a new diplomatic 
bid to check migration in 
Latin America, a rising cause 
o f  po l i t i ca l  headaches 
despite the global focus on 
Ukraine.

The top US diplomat's 
two-day trip, his first to Latin 
America this year, comes 
weeks before President Joe 
Biden's administration ends 
pandemic restrictions that 
allowed swift expulsions to 
Mexico.

B l i n k e n  a n d  U S 
H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y 
S e c r e t a r y  A l e j a n d r o 
M a y o r k a s  w i l l  m e e t 
Wednesday in Panama City 
with counterparts from more 
than 20 countries in the 
Western Hemisphere to 
discuss cooperat ion on 
migration.

“We must count on close 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
governments throughout the 
region to truly make progress 
on  managing  i r regu lar 
migration and addressing the 
protection needs of  the most 

vulnerable people in our 
hemisphere,” said Brian 
Nichols, the top US diplomat 
for Latin America.

U S  a u t h o r i t i e s 
apprehended more than 
221,000  people  on  the 
Mexican border in March, 
the highest for a single month 
in more than two decades.

The spike comes as 
people from El Salvador, 
G u a t e m a l a ,  H a i t i  a n d 
Honduras flee dire poverty, 
r a m p a n t  v i o l e n c e  a n d 
natural disasters aggravated 

by climate change.
But the United States is 

far from the only nation 
experiencing migrat ion 
s t r a i n s .  V e n e z u e l a ' s 
economic and political crisis 
has triggered an exodus of  
more than six million people, 
with neighboring Colombia 
taking the most.

Nichols said the Panama 
talks, which follow a similar 
r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g  i n 
Colombia in October, would 
seek to boost support to 
n a t i o n s  t h a t  we l c o m e 
refugees including through 
multinational institutions.

With Latin America 
rarely seen as a 
global security 
h o t s p o t ,  t h e 
in te r na t iona l 
c o m m u n i t y 
s p e n d s  m o r e 
than 10 times on 
e a c h  r e f u ge e 
f r o m  S y r i a 
compared with 
e a c h 
V e n e z u e l a n 
m i g r a n t , 
according to a 
B r o o k i n g s 
I n s t i t u t i o n 
study.

capital Dakar, also directed 
incoming planes to ensure 
that they carry enough fuel 
to be able to make return 
flights. 

Russia's invasion of  
Ukraine in February has 
sent oil prices soaring 
worldwide. Russia, under 
s t r i n g e n t  W e s t e r n 
sanctions, is a major energy 
producer.

SMCady, the firm that 
manages fuel at Blaise-
Diagne airport, said in a 
letter seen by AFP that it 
would be unable to fuel jets 

from Wednesday, for a 
period of  about two weeks. 

However, airlines have 
reassured passengers that 
flights will continue as 
nor mal .  The  nat iona l 
carrier Air Senegal stated 
on Tuesday that its flight 
schedule would remain 
unchanged despite the 
shortage of  kerosene.

A spokesman for Air 
France told AFP the same 
day that flights between 
D a k a r  a n d  P a r i s  a r e 
stopping to refuel in the 
Canary Islands. 

miles away to Rwanda.
H o w e v e r ,  

commentators doubt he 
can maintain his party's 
support if  he is repeatedly 
fined, his Tories fare poorly 
in local elections next 
month and further lurid 

details of  parties emerge.
In an ominous sign last 

We d n e s d a y,  S i m o n  
Wolfson, a justice minister, 
r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  
government, citing “the 
scale, context and nature” 
of  the rule breaches.
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t least five persons 

Ah a v e  b e e n  
k i d n a p p e d  b y  

unidentified men wielding 
guns in Anambra State.

T h e  a b d u c t i o n  
reportedly took place on 
Easter Monday in Akpo 
community, Aguata LGA 
of  the state.

Reports said the five 
persons had attended a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  m a r r i a ge  
ceremony of  a cousin to the 
Commissioner for Special 
Duties, Sly Ezeokenwa and 

peratives of  the 

ODelta State Police 
C o m m a n d 

d'Anti-Cult Unit have 
arrested four suspected 
cultists and armed robbers 
in Issele-Azagba.

The four  suspects 

 pastor and a woman 

Ahave been arrested 
by men of  Nkpolu 

security peace advisory 
committee in Obio- Akpor 
Local Government Area of  
Rivers State for allegedly 
performing fake miracles and 
severally extorting their 
members during their church 
program. The pastor who is 

also the General Overseer of  
the church told journalists 
t h a t  h e  p e r f o r m s  f a k e 
miracles to help boost his 
ministry. He said without 
miracles people will not 
a t t e n d  h i s  c h u r c h .  H e 
revealed that he paid the sum 
of  three thousand naira to a 
w o m a n  w h o  w a s  a l s o 
apprehended by NSPAC on 
Wednesday night during 
their church program, to act 
as a pregnant woman and 

give birth to a fish.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 

jour nal is ts,  the woman 

admitted that she was hired 

for three thousand by the fake 

pastor to help him perform 

fake miracle. She explained 

further that her role was to 

act as a pregnant woman 

who will give birth to a fish  

The general commander of  

the nkpolu security planning 

a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e 

Wenenda  Or ugbuogwu 

expressed shock at the level 

of  damage their practices 

have caused his people. He 

revealed that the pastor has 

been extorting monies from 

his members in the guise of  

genuine miracle, stressing 

that the reports from his 

people  war ranted their 

investigation. He said the 

pastor and the woman will be 

handed over to the police for 

further investigation and 

possible prosecution.

include Ogbuokwu Trust, 
ma le  and  age  23yr s, 
Au g u s t i n e  S o l o m o n , 
20yrs, Edebatu Gideon 
and Kingsley Okolie, 20 
yrs.

T h e  P o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered two locally 

made cut to size guns and 
four live cartridges from 
the suspects.

The suspects were 
arrested in their hideout by 
the Police.

The Delta State Police 
Command led by CP Ari 

M u h a m m e d  A l i 
confirmed the report in a 
statement signed by Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Bright Edafe.

He said, “Information 
got to the Command that a 
g r o u p  o f  s u s p e c t e d 

cultists/armed robbers 
were hibernating at Eloke 
Hotel located in Issele 
Azagba and the location 
being their meeting point 
before carrying out their 
operations.

“Intelligence further 

or failing to pay Fransom to their 
kidnappers, three 

out of  those kidnapped 
from Ungwan Bulus in the 
Chikun local government 
area of  Kaduna State, 
have been killed by their 
abductors.

T h e  r e m a i n i n g 
abductees who failed to 
pay their ransom are also 
to be executed by the 
terrorists according to 
reports.

The Chief  of  Ungwan 
Bulus community, Gideon 
Haruna Goni confirmed 
the story to newsmen, 
saying the terrorists called 
the community to inform 
them to go and pick the 
corpses of  those killed 
a r o u n d  D u t s e 
Community, along the 

Kaduna-Abuja highway.
He said, “The terrorists 

called that if  they don't 
pay the N20m before 
12pm on Tuesday (April 
19, 2022), others would be 
assassinated.”

T h e  k i d n a p p e r s 
according to the chief  
have threatened to kill 
more, especially women if  
their demands are not met.

It could be recalled that 
two were killed, 26 were 
abducted and one was 
r e l e a s e d  o n  h e a l t h 
grounds.

He appealed to the 
cr iminals  not  to  k i l l 
anyone and called on the 
K a d u n a  a n d  f e d e r a l 
governments as well as 
religious clerics to come to 
their rescue to prevent the 
killings of  more victims.

revealed that the syndicate 
monitors to know if  the 
police are closing in on 
them and that whenever 
they suspect anything, 
they throw their guns from 
the window of  the hotel 
and run away”.

were on their way back 
when they were kidnapped 
at gunpoint.

A message by the 
Commiss ioner,  made  
available to newsmen said 
the victims were kidnapped 
at about 10pm on Monday 
in Akpo and that no contact 
has been established with 
them or the kidnappers.

Ezeokenwa wrote :  
“The following friends of  
my cousin – Sampson 
Okafor, Chidozie Eze, 
F r a n k l i n  O s u u a g u ,  

Chijioke Uduba, Benedict 
Ozoagwu who visited for 
his traditional marriage 
yesterday (Monday) were 
kidnapped at gunpoint at 
about 10pm last night in 
U d o  Vi l l a ge,  A k p o  
(Aguata LGA) along 
Akpo – Nkpologwu road 
about 300m to Akpo 
Junction. We are yet to 
establish any contact with 
the victims.”

Efforts to reach out to 
the spokesperson of  the 
state Police Command, 
D S P  T o o c h u k w u  
Ikenganyia, he confirmed 
the development.

He said the Command 
h a s  l a u n c h e d  a n  
operation to rescue the 
abducted persons, and 
that the Commissioner 
has also been contacted 
over the claims.

“The Command has 
already made contact 
with the Honorable  
Commissioner for special 
d u t i e s ,  M r  S l y  
E z e o n k e n w a  a n d  
operation is currently 
ongoing for possible 
rescue of  the victims,” he 
said.
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Gunmen invade Anambra wedding
party, kidnap 5

General Overseer docked for performing fake
miracle in Rivers
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

Police arrest four suspected cultists, recover gun in Delta

Abductors threaten to
kill more villagers if
community fails to pay
ransom

The arrested cultists

The fake pastor and his accomplice



s  c o n t r ove r s y  

Ac o n t i n u e s  t o  
s u r r o u n d  t h e  

introduction of  15 per cent 
National  Automobile  
Commission levy imposed 
on imported used vehicles 
by the Nigeria Customs 
Service, car dealers have 
threatened to close their 
stores this week. 

The NCS had recently 
introduced a 15 per cent 
National  Automobile  
Commission levy on used 
impor ted vehic les,  a  
decision which didn't go 
down well with clearing 
agents in the country's 
maritime sector. 

The agents argued that 
the NAC levy is mostly 
meant for new vehicles, 
questioning the rationale 
behind the introduction of  
the duty on used vehicles. 

In a quick response, the 
service, in a statement by 
the  Na t iona l  Pub l i c  
Relations Officer, Timi 
Bomodi, said the move was 
in compliance with the 
Economic Community of  
West Africa Common 
External Tariff.

The statement read in 
part, “On Friday the 1st of  
April 2022, the Nigeria 
Customs Service migrated 
from the old version of  the 
E C O WA S  C o m m o n  
External Tariff  (2017- 
2021) to the new version 

even discuss with them to 
know how these people are 
going to be affected? So, it 
looks as if  it is a calculated 
attempt to deal with certain 
people. We don't really 
know what is going on here 
and, remember, wherever 
there is this type of  thing, 
Nigerians will be the ones 
that suffer it.” 

He said by the time the 

he Comptroller, TN i g e r i a 
I m m i g r a t i o n 

Service (NIS), Murtala 
M u h a m m e d  A i r p o r t 
( M M A )  C o m m a n d , 
Lagos, Kemi Nandap, has 
warned that any officer 
caugh t  sw ind l ing  a i r 
travellers or attempting to 
put the name of  the service 
in disrepute would be dealt 
with.

Nandap stated this 
during the induction of  
NIS' new officers.

In a statement, the 
Public Relations Officer 
(PRO), MMA, Louisa 
Amadiokoro, said the 
training was in line with 
Comptol le r -Genera l ' s 
v i s i o n  o f  m a n p owe r 
training.

Nandap explained that 

the objective of  the training 
was to ensure that the 
officers were equipped for 
their work, stressing that 
the Command being the 
first port of  contact for 
international travellers, 
r e q u i r e s  c o m m i t t e d , 
hardworking and refined 
officers to represent the 
image of  the country.

She said: “The officers 
a r e  u n d e r g o i n g  a n 
i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g 
prog ramme,  which  i s 
aimed at re-orientating 
them and ensuring that 
t h e y  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y 
prepared for  the task 
ahead.

“Upon the completion 
of  the training, the officers 
are expected to go round 
on attachment at different 
wings and other sections 

like the Visa on Arrival, 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  H u m a n 
Resources, Quits Aviation 
and key areas  of  the 
airport.

“After these, the officers 
will be assessed based on 
their performance. If  the 
Command is not satisfied 
with any of  them, such an 
officer would be sent back 
for retraining.”

T h e  S e r v i c e 
headquarters had recently 
redeployed over 30 officers 
i n  M M A  C o m m a n d 
following the inauguration 
of  the new international 
terminal at the airport.

Some of  the officers 
would be deployed in the 
new terminal, which was 
opened on March 22, 2022 
by President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

Sometime ago, it was 
Vehicles Identification 
Number and now it is this 
one,” he concluded.

Also speaking, the 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y,  
AMDON, Tia Olaniran, 
said the situation was 
already having an adverse 
impact on their businesses. 

(2022- 2026). This is in line 
with World Customs 
Organization five years 
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  
n o m e n c l a t u r e .  T h e  
contracting parties are 
expected to adopt the 
review based on regional 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  
national economic policy. 

“ T h e  n a t i o n  h a s  
adopted all tariff  lines with 
few adjustments in the 
extant CET. As allowed for 
in Annex II of  the 2022-
2026 CET edition, and in 
line with the Finance Act 
a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Automotive policy, NCS 
has retained a duty rate of  
20 per cent for used 
vehicles as was transmitted 
by ECOWAS with a NAC 
levy of  15 per cent. New 
vehicles will also pay a duty 
of  20 per cent with a NAC 
levy of  20 per cent as 
directed in the Federal 
Ministry of  Finance letter 
r e f .  n o .  H M F  
BNP/NCS/CET/4/2022 
of  7th April 2022.” 

But in a chat with our 
correspondent in Lagos on 
Monday, the Lagos chapter 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
Association of  Motor 
Dealers of  Nigeria, Metche 
Nnadiekwe, disclosed that 
the  g roup would  be  
meeting this week. 

He noted that the 
outcome of  the meeting 

would determine if  the 
group was going to close 
their stores or not. 

“How can we continue 
to run a system like this? 
This is really bad and until 
we get things right in this 
country, we are not going to 
move forward. We will have 
a meeting, come up with a 
strategy and take a position 
on that. We may stop selling 
and do some checks and 
balances because if  we are 
going to sell the ones we 
have, we are definitely 
going to buy new ones. The 
issue is that no one knows 
the  po l icy  they  may 
introduce next week, so, 
hopefully, before the end of  
this week; we may stop 
selling and know what next 
to do.”

The AMDON Lagos 
chair complained that the 
government was in the habit 
o f  n o t  c a r r y i n g  
stakeholders along when 
making certain policies. 

“You know that the 
Nigeria Customs Service 
wakes up any time they 
want and try to introduce 
something extraordinarily 
w i t h o u t  i n f o r m i n g  
stakeholders. 

“Some people are 
stakeholders in certain 
businesses and when you 
want to introduce certain 
policies, why don't you 
consider them? Can't you 

dealers paid the levy 
imposed by the NCS, 
vehicle prices would go so 
high that many Nigerians 
would not be able to afford 
them. 

“So, I don't know 
whether it is an attempt to 
take us out of  business or 
what. We keep wondering 
what is actually going on. 
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Imported vehicles: Dealers threaten shutdown over 15% levy

Airport Immigration Comptroller
advises personnel
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Oil theft: Case of NNPC and 
the Onshore/Offshore Thieves
T

he issue of  offshore 
oil theft took centre 
stage in the last two 

weeks as if  it is a newfound 
channel of  corruption 
in Nigeria. But it is not. 
It was a diversionary or 
cover-up for inefficiency 
in the management of  oil 
production and distribution. 
The country managers 
are so used to free money 
from oil proceeds such as 
taxes, rents and levies that 
generating revenue through 
production will always 
turn out to be a failure. 
That is why refineries are 
supposedly not working and, 
instead of  NNPC investing 
in new ones for operation 
and revenue generation, 
have to perch on Dangote 
refinery for partnership 
so as to benefit from the 
company’s revenue. NNPC, 
in its current status, is a 
public corporation deemed 
private. It can invest in its 
own refinery or go into 
partnership with local and 
foreign investors to revive 
and operate the existing 
ones instead of  buying into 
purely private concerns.

Back to the offshore oil 
theft. What really is the 
noise about? Is it not the 
counterpart of  onshore 
corruption? Is the noise 
related to jealousy that 
offshore stealing would 
negatively affect the 
amount of  money available 
for stealing onshore? Unless 
oil bunkering is not part 
of  the offshore oil theft; I 
can remember clearly that 
bunkering has been part 
of  discussions on the oil 
sector since the early 1970s 
when oil became the new 
major source of  revenue in 
the country. We were told 
that top military personnel 
and politicians remain the 
major stakeholders in the 
business. That has always 
been the case since the 
Second Republic. However, 
it implies that we are not 
dealing with ghosts but 
living beings and they can 
be arrested if  it’s truly 
desired.

Nigeria has always been 
as lucky as a prodigal 
daughter. We may not be so 
lucky this time around. Any 
time the country seemed 

to be having problems 
with her finances with 
consequent hard times, 
nature would cause an oil 
boom to emerge and we 
would take advantage by 
increasing the output and 
benefit from the attendant 
high prices. Thus, swelling 
our reserves and reinventing 
our swagger. This time 
around, we have become 
so weak and forsaken that 
we cannot even meet the 
original quota of  2.3 mbd 
from the Organisation of  
the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. There is even 
improved demand for our 
gas and we are caught up 
in inertia. Some Nigerians 
would ask rhetorically: 
whom did we offend? We 
offended ourselves. William 
Shakespeare would say that 
the fault is not in our stars 
but in ourselves. And that is 
the truth. Any country that 
romances with rent-seeking 
activities (instead of  work) 
and with corruption will 
lose touch with production, 
productivity and ingenuity 
but would embrace 
laziness, greed and crass 
opportunism. Even when 
the opportunity comes, the 
country would be too weak 
to take advantage of  the 
situation. We are now at the 

point in which the onshore 
thieves want to wage war 
against the offshore thieves. 
Can we really account for 
the oil that was not stolen 
on the sea but sold and gave 
us revenue? What do we 
have to show for it besides 
poverty and massive debt?

When corruption 
is allowed to thrive 
uncontrollably at the top as 
it is presently in Nigeria, it 
moves down the ladder so 
rapidly that it becomes an 
endemic disease that only 
a revolution, devoid of  
morality, can cleanse the 
society and lead them to 
better living conditions. Such 
levels of  corruption require 
more than spirituality for 
society to survive. In fact, 
such a society deceives 
itself  by promoting religious 
bigotry which in essence 
sometimes serves as another 
avenue for exploitation 
without light at the end of  
the tunnel. All the reference 
to God for assistance in this 
country is deceitful. God 
has given us human and 
physical resources as well as 
talents. Jesus told us about 
the ‘Parable of  the talents.” 
We cannot bury our talents 
and expect God to answer 
our prayers. So, let’s go 
to work. Let us embrace 

production.
Just because Shell moved 

out, or stopped production, 
we cannot meet up with oil 
production as required and 
just because Dunlop stopped 
producing tires, we have 
to depend on importation 
of  the products. After over 
fifty years of  oil production 
we cannot take over or 
indigenise oil production 
to fill the gap created! We 
cannot refine our oil and 
take advantage of  all the 
by-products attached to 
the crude oil. Those who 
use crude methods to get 
what they need from the 
crude oil are tagged illegal 
refiners. Instead of  helping 
them to standardise and 
modernise we pursue them 
to the bush, just because 
the corrupt officials will not 
get anything out of  such 
operations.

The lesson to learn from 
our present inability to 
meet the oil production and 
demand for gas is that we 
must depend on ourselves. 
It should be clear that we 
cannot depend on other 
countries and businesses 
to develop our economy. 
We must depend on our 
production and productivity. 
We must invest in our 
economy and our human 
resources in particular. We 
cannot do that with our 
present attitude toward 
education. Government 
feels unconcerned with 
half  of  the universities 
in the country closed. 
People demonstrating 
extraordinary talents 
through creation of  
science-based machines 
and equipment are ignored 
until they are picked 
up by entrepreneurs or 
talent-hunters from other 
countries. The country has 
no national plan on where 
the country should be in the 
next 20 to 50 years.

All over the country, 
we see Chinese firms 
constructing roads, airports 
and railways. That is the 
outcome of  the Chinese 
government’s investments 
in its human resources after 
the 1949 revolution when 
the literacy level in China 
was barely 20%; today 
with a population of  1.4 

billion (about seven times 
Nigeria’s population), the 
literacy level is over 95 per 
cent. Possibly in another 
15 to 20 years we will be 
calling on the Chinese to 
come and maintain these 
infrastructures!

The children we refused 
to train along with our 
children in the past are 
now easily recruited into 
banditry and Boko Haram 
to torment us and our 
children today. In future, the 
children we refuse to give 
adequate training today will 
give our children nightmares 
because the country’s 
economy will largely be 
in the hands of  mediocre 
workers we have created 
selfishly and production 
will be weighed down 
by inefficiency and low 
productivity. We have the 
largest youths in Africa and 
possibly in the developing 
world and that gives us 
the opportunity to prepare 
them for future dominance 
in the world as the youths of  
China are doing today with 
technological knowledge.

Does this country really 
know how much oil is 
produced and how much 
is lifted daily besides what 
the managers are being 
told by foreign explorers? 
How accurate are we with 
the figures for stolen oil? 
Does the country have 
oil monitoring equipment 
controlled by Nigerians? Do 
we have intelligence units 
of  maritime and security 
manned by Nigerians? 

These and more are the 
questions we need to ask 
to move forward. More 
appropriately, the country 
must invest part of  the 
money generated from oil 
to improve the production 
and distribution in the oil 
sector and reduce offshore 
oil theft. 

The country needs to 
look at how to improve 
the conditions of  those 
who engage in ‘illegal’ 
refineries through training, 
capital empowerment and 
refinement support rather 
than pushing them further 
into the sea and invariably 
causing deep-sea oil 
spillage and environmental 
degradation.

The lesson to learn from our present inability 
to meet the oil production and demand for 
gas is that we must depend on ourselves. 
It should be clear that we cannot depend 

on other countries and businesses to 
develop our economy. We must depend 
on our production and productivity. We 

must invest in our economy and our human 
resources in particular. We cannot do that 

with our present attitude toward education. 
Government feels unconcerned with half 
of the universities in the country closed. 

People demonstrating extraordinary 
talents through creation of science-based 

machines and equipment are ignored 
until they are picked up by entrepreneurs 
or talent-hunters from other countries. The 
country has no national plan on where the 

country should be in the next 20 to 50 years.

“

“
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ormer Super Eagles Fcaptain, Austin Jay-
jay Okocha joined 

other African legends in 
Liberia as the president of  
the country and former 

aris Saint-Germain Phas suffered a major 
injury blow ahead 

of  their Ligue 1 tie with 
Angers on Wednesday 
n i g h t  a t  t h e  S t a d e 
Raymond Kopa.

PSG disclosed that 
forward Lionel Messi is 
c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g 
t r e a t m e n t  f o r 
inflammation in his left 
achilles tendon ahead of  
the Angers clash.

Mauricio Pochettino's 
side disclosed this in a 
statement via their website 
on Tuesday.

PSG also provided the 
latest injury on Marco 
Ver ra t t i ,  and  Presne l 

Kimpembe, among others.
The statement read in 

p a r t ,  “ L e o  M e s s i  i s 
receiving treatment for an 
inflammation in his left 
achilles tendon. He will be 
looked at again in 48h.

“Marco Verratti is in 
treatment for a knock and 
swelling in his left knee. He 
will be looked at again in 
48h.

“Presnel Kimpembe is 
in treatment for pain in his 
right knee. He will be 
looked at again in 48h.

“ A n d e r  H e r r e r a 
(hamstring) will resume 
training on Thursday.

“Layvin Kurzawa (calf  
injury) will resume training 

on Thursday.
“Jul ian Draxler  i s 

receiving treatment at the 
Centre  Ooredoo af ter 
surgery on his external 
meniscus in his right knee.

“Leandro Paredes is 

erie A side, Roma 

Shave shown great 
interest in Barcelona 

winger Ez Abde.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  I l 

Corriere del lo Spor t , 
Roma are planning a bid 
for the youngster.

Roma hope  to  do 
business for €10m with 
Barca for Abde.

Barca management 
accept Abde will struggle 
for regular action next 
season and would be 
prepared to sell him – so 
long as a buy-back option 
was included.

Abde made his debut 

for Barca earlier this 

season under  for mer 

coach, Ronald Koeman.

also being treated by the 
Club's medical staff  after 
his groin surgery.

“Abdou Diallo (right 
knee) is continuing his 
recovery work on the 
pitch.”

led government and had its 
first action featuring some 
of  the finest in the game on 
the continent.

O k o c h a ,  Z a m b i a n 
football legend, Kalusha 

world player of  the year, 
G e o r ge  O p o n g  We a h , 
commissioned a new sports 
park.

The Invincibility Sports 
Park was built by the Weah-

Bwalya, two-time African 
Player of  the Year and 
Senegal legend, El Hadj 
Diouf,  former Afr ican 
Player of  the Year and 
Togolese star, Emmanuel 

Adebayor, former Ghanaian 
captain, Asamoah Gyan and 
others  jo ined Weah to 
launch the park.

A game between Weah-
led eleven and the African 
legends ended 4-3 in favour 
of  the legends who also had 
former Australia captain, 
Tim Cahill on their side.

The African legends 
had been welcomed to the 
West African country with 
pomp and fanfare as the 
names in attendance were 

hree key Chelsea Tplayers will not be 
part of  the squad 

that will take on Arsenal in 
We d n e s d ay ' s  P r e m i e r 
League tie at Stamford 
Bridge.

This was disclosed by 
Chelsea manager, Thomas 
Tuchel, during his pre-
match press conference on 
Tuesday.

Tuchel said the likes of  
Mateo Kovacic, Callum 
Hudson-Odoi and Ben 
Chilwell, will miss the 
Arsenal clash.

Tuchel's men head to the 
game after eliminating 
Crystal Palace from the FA 
Cup semi-final tie over the 
weekend.

“Kova [Kovacic] is out 
for the game, a ligament 
injury. Hopefully, [he will] 
not be longer than two 

weeks out,” Tuchel said.
“This is a long time for us 

i n  t e r m s  o f  g a m e s . 
Hopeful ly,  as  shor t  as 
possible. Callum Hudson-
Odoi out for the game 
[against Arsenal] and Ben 
Chilwell is out for the game.

“There are some players 
in doubt – which we need to 
examine – but hopefully, the 
rest is okay.”

some of  the best African 
football has seen.

Okocha, Diouf  and 
Adebayor entertained the 
fans with the show of  some 
nice football skills in the 
game.

Weah was captain of  
the Lone Stars for many 
years and led them to the 
African Cup of  Nations and 
had built a legendary and 
cult hero status in the 
country to venture into 
politics.

African legends converge in Liberia for Weah's charity game

PSG suffers major injury blow ahead of Angers
clash

Chelsea to miss three
players for Arsenal clash

Roma to bid for Barcelona winger Ez Abde

African legends alongside George Weah during the charity matchAfrican legends alongside George Weah during the charity matchAfrican legends alongside George Weah during the charity match

MessiMessiMessi

AbdeAbdeAbde

Chelsea playersChelsea playersChelsea players
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ormer Super Eagles Fs t r i k e r ,  V i c t o r 
Ikpeba,  has said 

Victor Osimhen needed to 
g r ow  u p  a n d  h u m b l e 
himself. 

Ikpeba 's  comments 
come after the Napoli 
striker chided the former 
Nigerian international for 
criticising him after a must-
win encounter with the 

e r b y  C o u n t y Dmanager Wayne 
Rooney said he 

hoped former owner Mel 
Morris loses sleep over the 
club's relegation to the third 
tier of  English football.

Derby were handed 
two separate deductions 
worth 21 points for entering 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
breaching financial rules 
earlier in the season, with 
their 1-0 loss at Queens 
Park Rangers confirming 
their relegation from the 
Championship.

“Hopefully he doesn't 
have a good night's sleep 
tonight and that plays on 
his mind,” Rooney told the 
BBC. “I think he needs to 
have a think about it. 
Where the club's been left, 
it was a complete mess.

“I know Mel Morris is 
a big Derby fan, so I'm sure 
he's sat at home tonight 
d i sappointed.  We are 
disappointed as we've done 
everything we can to try 
and not let this happen and 
worked extremely hard.”

D e s p i t e  t h e i r 

r e l e g a t i o n ,  f o r m e r 
Manchester United and 
England striker Rooney 
said there were a few 
positives to take out of  the 
season.

“We've earned enough 
points  to  s tay in  this 
division next season and 
developed some really 
g o o d ,  y o u n g ,  l o c a l 
players,” Rooney said. “In 
that sense, the future of  the 
club looks bright. But we 
need to get over what's 

happened.”
However, he has vowed 

to stay at Derby County 
despite the club's relegation 
to League One.

“We've been relegated, 
but I've never seen a team 
get relegated and [get] the 
reaction of  the fans,” 
Rooney told Sky Sports 
after the final whistle. “I 
thought it was incredible, 
the support the fans gave 
the lads all season. Of  
course, [I'm] disappointed, 
sad, upset – but [I 'm] 
proud.”

“In some ways, we can 
draw a line under what's 
happened and really start 
the rebirth of  this club and 
try to move forward.

“I want to rebuild the 
club. You see what it means 
to the fans every week, this 
is a special club, a big club 
and we're all proud to be 
here. I want to be the one to 
bring the happy days back.”

Derby are in talks on a 
potential takeover, with 
American businessman, 
Chris Kirchner declared the 
preferred bidder earlier this 
month.

Ikpeba, however, in an 
appearance on Channels 
TV, stated that he could 
f a t h e r  O s i m h e n  a n d 
believed he was a modest 
lad. 

H e  a d v i s e d  t h e 
youngster to emulate the 
characters of  Liverpool 
stars like, Sadio Mane and 
Mohammed Salah, and 
concentrate on his football 

Black Stars of  Ghana. 
Nigeria failed to qualify 

for the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar after it drew 1-1 with 
Ghana at the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja, 
with the visitors qualifying 
via the away goal rule. 
Osimhen had tried to put 
the Super Eagles ahead at 
different points in the 
match using a bicycle kick 

career. 
“ I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e 

timeline of  what happened, 
I can be the father to the 
young Victor, I have seen 
Victor before, very modest 
good young lad. 

“A lot of  things came to 
play, sometimes players can 
take decisions because of  
emotions and respond, so 
I've really moved on. 

“Victor is one of  those 

x- inter nat ional , EHenry Nwosu, has 
r e v e a l e d  w h y 

Aust in  Eguavoen and 
Emmanuel Amuneke failed 
to give Nigeria a World Cup 
ticket recently when they 
played Ghana's Black Stars 
in the last qualifiers.

The 1980 Africa Cup of  
Nations hero said the 
coaches and the entire team 
had no time to blend well 
and they were too much in a 
hurry to get the desired 
result.

“In Nigeria, we still 
h a v e  g o o d  c o a c h e s . 
Eguavoen-Amuneke was 
the best option for that 
a s s i g n m e n t  b u t 
unfortunately, they had 
many disturbing issues that 
would have helped them 
actualise their dreams.

“For me, I will not 
blame the coaches. I will 
attribute everything to the 
l imi ted  t ime  o f  the i r 
preparations and the way 
t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  w a s 

romoter Eddie Hearn Phas suggested that 
Anthony Joshua is 

prepared to face Deontay 
Wilder or Joe Joyce in his 
next fight.

Joshua had been in line 
t o  f a c e  u n i f i e d  wo r l d 
heavyweight champion 
O l e k s a n d r  U s y k ,  w h o 
defeated him in his last fight, 
in the spring until Usyk 
j o i n e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
Ukrain ian c iv i l ians  in 
defending their country in 
the war against Russia.

Wi t h  t h e  i n i t i a l ly -
planned clash no longer a 
realistic possibility, Joshua 
will look elsewhere before 
possibly fighting to reclaim 
his IBF, WBA and WBO 
titles later in the year.

However, rather than 
take a favourable tickover 
bout, Hearn has revealed 
that Joshua is open to 

fighting Wilder, a former 
rival of  Tyson Fury or 
British compatriot Joyce.

Speaking on the 5 Live 
Boxing podcast, Joshua 
said: “If  we can't fight him in 
May or early June, we would 
like an interim fight before 
we go into the Usyk fight.

“AJ's idea of  an interim 
bout is very different to 
mine. An interim bout, 
while you're waiting, should 
be a nice little stroll in the 
park.

“He's messaging me 
saying: 'What about Wilder? 
What about Otto Wallin? 
What about Luis Ortiz? 
What about Joe Joyce?' But 
this is AJ all over. He's like a 
caged lion.”

O f  t h o s e  f o u r 
possibilities, Ortiz or Wallin 
may be deemed the most 
likely match-ups courtesy of  
being southpaws.

executed. In any situation, 
there's always a 'scapegoat'. 
The bulk of  the blames 
w o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  o n 
someone's head.

“It's unfortunate we 
couldn't qualify for the 
World Cup in spite of  the 
resources at our disposal. 
The players involved can 
never be happy so also the 
technical  crew.  Ever y 
stakeholder is affected by 
this mess and the earlier the 
better we put our house in 
order against the future re-
occurrence”, Nwosu told 
sportinglife.ng.

Only recently Nigeria 
Fo o t b a l l  Fe d e r a t i o n 
announced the names of  
new coaches to assist yet-to-
be-announced fore ign 
coach to head the Super 
Eagles technical crew, 
Nwosu believes it's high 
time for Nigerian football 
to have a focus and move in 
the right direction towards 
actualising their dreams 
and objectives.

which all failed. 
After the match, Ikpeba 

had criticised the former 
Lille striker for trying to 
showcase skills while the 
team was in search of  a 
much-needed goal.

It was earlier reported 
that Osimhen tackled the 
Monaco legend stating that 
he (Ikpeba) could not tell 
him what to do on the pitch. 

players that have a lot of  
character. He still needs to 
grow up, he's not yet the 
finished article, he's going 
to be one of  our top players 
in the future, but he needs to 
humble himself  and try to 
learn. 

“It's a learning process, 
he knows how many years it 
took him to be in Napoli so 
my only advice to him is to 
look at the way the likes of  
S a l a h ,  M a n e  c a r r y 
themselves and concentrate 
on his footballing career,” 
he added. 
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The fresh news people

t was last Sunday, marking the I2022 Easter celebration and 
again, it happened at "Obi 

Ebubemba Ikeduru" in his home 
town of  Umuezeogwu Uzoagba in 
Ikeduru Local Government Area 
of  Imo State; as friends, well-
wishers, political and business 
associates from his domiciliary 
divide, especially,  the highly  
classed members of  Uzoagba 
Stars, were treated to a lavish and 
luxurious party, by a Western 
trained academic and a high-flying 
multinational business general; 
Clan Chief (Prof) Chimezie 
A n o s i k e  K i n g s l e y ,  K S C 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru and Ahumara 
Eze Mma of  Umuguma), in 
celebration of  this year's festival of  
Christ's resurrection, popularly 
known to Christians as Easter.

The topnotch philanthropist, 
Ebubemba Ikeduru, hosted the 
auspicious ceremony in company 
of  his wife, Chief  Lady Nneka 
Chimezie Kingsley; highly revered 
f o r  h e r  l a r ge  h e a r t ,  o p e n -
mindedness and special touch of  
human kindness. 

The grade A-list guests who 
included members of  Uzoagba 
Stars and other top rankers from 
different walks of  life, were treated 
to an exquisite and classic banquet 
inside the palatial Palace "Obi 
Ebubemba Ikeduru" housed by the 
large compound with various 
bu i ld ings  wi th  un ique  and 
magnificent architectural and 
structural designs. 

Many, who dared the showers 
of  rain, to the event, made well, the 
beautiful Canopic settings outside 
for choice entertainment, while the 
live-band singers thrilled the guests 
to both local and countryside 
music. 

While speaking to the guests at 
his "Obi Ebubemba Ikeduru" 
palace, he enjoined all to use this 
Easter season, to reflect on the 
death and resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ as nexus for peaceful living 
and panacea of  love for one 
another. 

In his usual characteristic 
c a n d o u r  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 

demeanour, he advised those 
seeking for elective positions, in 
their midst, to be properly guided 
in their politicking activities.  
While trusting God for His grace 
and support, at all times, he 
assured them of  his strong and 
robust support and therefore 
prayed God, to grant them victory.

The event also afforded Prince 
Ugochukwu Nwachukwu (Ugo 
Sly), a frontline Senatorial aspirant 
for the Imo East District (Owerri 
zone) in the forthcoming 2023 
general election, an opportunity to 
brief  the large crowd, of  his resolve 
to bring legislation to the doorstep 
of  all within his constituency and 
have their contribution count.

He maintained, he is a humble 
but strong voice who has offered to 
work for his people at the Senate 
from 2023 and as such has no 
doubt in his capacity to deliver, 
trusting and counting on the 
people's support.

In like manner, Chief  Dennis 
Ejikeme Okwu (Sweet Apple), 
who is also seeking to represent 
Ikeduru State Constituency at the 
Imo State House of  Assembly, 
expressed his commitment to 
redefine the legislative relationship 
between Constituents and their 
Legislator by making them active 
part of  the legislative activities 

 The National President of  
Uzoagba Stars Club, Chief  Tony 
Ifeanyi Ndu (Omekagu 1 of  
Uzoagba), in his concluding 
remarks described Clan Chief  
(Prof) Chimezie Anosike Kingsley 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru) as a man of  
m a n y  p a r t s ;  a  s u c c e s s f u l 
businessman and philanthropist, 
He said, Ebubemba Ikeduru has 
continued to shine his light on 
humanity. He has a long history of  
p h i l a n t h r o p y.  A n d  h e  h a s 
repeatedly shown that he has a 
milk of  human kindness flowing in 
his blood stream.

Other eminent personalities 
who graced the event included 
H i g h  C h i e f  G e o r ge - W h i t e 
Iwuamadi (Oshimiri Ikeduru) 
among many others.

Tide of Times With Bright C.J. Okereke
Email:- 
Phone: 07030586457

Easter feast of  merriment 
Ebubemba Ikeduru hosts Uzoagba
Stars, friends in grand style 
...As Ugo Sly runs for Senate, Sweet Apple seeks Imo Assembly ticket

Gunmen invade Anambra
wedding party, kidnap 5

Abductors threaten to kill more
villagers if community fails to pay
ransom


