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I’m still loyal to you, despite
guber ambition
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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Deputy Gover-
nor of  Abia State, 
Sir Ude Oko Chuk-

wu has explained that his 
declaration for governor-
ship contest has not affect-
ed his loyalty to his boss, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu. 

Rather, Oko Chukwu 
says his support and loy-
alty to Ikpeazu would re-
main intact until their last 
day in office as Governor 
and Deputy. He stated 
these in Umuahia in a chat 
with journalists concern-
ing his recent declaration 
to succeed Ikpeazu. 

He noted that he had 
was enjoying cordial re-
lationship with his boss, 
which has accounted to 
the Governor sending to 
different functions where 
he represented Ikpeazu. 

Oko Chukwu further 
said that Governor Ik-
peazu entrusted him with 
a lot of  responsibilities, in-
cluding his appointment as 
Chairman of  Abia Internal 
Revenue council as well as 
Boundary committee. 

Oko Chukwu said the 
explanation became im-
perative to rubbish the 

fears in some quarters 
which claimed that his loy-
alty to Ikpeazu may be in 
doubt. 

“As a man of  outstand-
ing and tested integrity, I 
cannot betray the Gover-
nor. Governor Ikpeazu has 
offered me the opportunity 
of  contributing my quota 
to the service of  our State 
and nation.” 

Deputy Governor con-
tinued, “He has sent me 
to represent him in many 
assignments where my 
predecessors were not priv-
ileged to have been to. I 
can’t forget the support he 

Ikpeazu’s camp denies clandestine plot
to impeach Deputy Gov, Oko Chukwu
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he camp of  Abia State 
Governor, Dr Okez-
ie Ikpeazu said their 

attention has been drawn to 
the rumours gaining ground 
their principal, the Governor, 
is behind some clandestine 
plan to impeach the Deputy 
Governor, Rt. Hon Ude Oko 
Chukwu. News Echo reports 
that since Oko Chukwu who 
hails from Abia North de-
clared his intention to run 
for the governorship posi-
tion, a decision which many 
alleged is against the wish 
of  his boss who seems to fa-
vour a power shift to another 
Ngwa clan in Abia Central, 

there had been reports of  im-
peachment plots. Despite the 
strange decision of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
in Abia State to zone the gov-
ernorship ticket to both Abia 
Central and Abia North, the 
rumour making rounds has it 
that Ikpeazu has already en-
dorsed a candidate of  Ngwa 
extraction, a move Oko 
Chukwu and his Abia North 
people feel is unacceptable. 
Reacting to the rumours, Ik-
peazu’s Chief  Press Secretary, 
Sir Onyebuchi Ememanka 
disclosed that nothing could 
be from the truth than such 
rumour, as there is no sub-
stance in it and his boss has 
no such plans and has never 

discussed any such issue with 
anyone. Ememanka said that 
his boss’s credentials as an 
Apostle of  Peace and Stabil-
ity are beyond disputation, 
as he holds the distinction 
of  being the only Governor 
in the history of  Abia State 
who has spent almost 7 years 
in office with the same Depu-
ty Governor.  Ikpeazu’s CPS 
said that his boss does not 
want his Deputy impeached 
as he intends to keep that cre-
dential intact and urged Abia 
people to check the records of  
the fate of  past Deputy Gov-
ernors in the State which he 
said are in the public domain.

“While the natural expecta-
tion of  Governor Ikpeazu at 
this time was that his Deputy 

would have stood by him in 
steadying the ship of  state as 
we head towards a political 
transition period, instead of  
being distracted by his per-
sonal political ambitions, the 
Governor, however, as a true 
democrat, believes that such 
ambition is not enough to 
warrant any plans to impeach 
the Deputy Governor. “This 
is why the Deputy Gover-
nor continues to be actively 
involved in the business of  
governance. He remains the 
Chairman of  the State Com-

mittee on Internally Gener-
ated Revenue, in addition to 
managing several other areas 
of  government business,” 
Ememanka said. He said 
that Ikpeazu’s disposition to-
wards his Deputy has reflect-
ed in the great relationship 
he shares with the people of  
Nkporo in the Ohafia Local 
Government Area, the home 
of  the Deputy Governor. Ac-
cording to Ememanka, this 
relationship has manifested 
in the construction of  the 
all-important but long-aban-

doned Abiriba - Nkporo 
Road, the brand-new Cot-
tage Hospital at Nkporo and 
some other projects that have 
transformed the infrastructur-
al landscape of  the Commu-
nity as well as the welfare of  
the people.  He said that the 
issues that occupy the mind 
of  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
at this time are to continue to 
deliver dividends of  democra-
cy to the people of  Abia State, 
tie up ongoing projects and 
guide our people to a smooth 
transition by next year.
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has given me as the Chair-
man of  State IGR council 
and Chairman of  State 
boundary committee.”

 Oko further noted that 
his ambition to rule Abia 
State was not borne out 
of  disloyalty but a desire 
to improve on the achieve-
ments of  previous admin-
istrations in Abia. 

He reiterated that the ex-
perience he has gathered in 
over 18 years of  unbroken 
service of  public adminis-
tration would give him the 
advantage of  developing 
Abia State, if  elected the 
governor.

CBN N2.5b loan: Rivers State
lawmakers approve review
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt 

T
he Rivers State 
House of  Assembly 
has approved the re-

quest for the review of  the 
N2.5 billion CBN Health 
Loan Facility to N2billion 
to enable the state access 
the funds. This followed a 
request letter by Governor 
Nyesom Wike to the legis-
lators to review the amount 
from N2.5 billion to N2 
billion as the CBN has di-
rected those states can only 
get N2 billion naira for the 
Health Loan.

While debating on the re-
quest, Leader of  the House, 
Martin Amawhule moved 
a motion for the Assembly 
to approve the request and 
all members voted in sup-
port. Ruling on the matter, 
the Speaker of  the House, 

Abia’s garment and leather 
industry wasting away
- APGA guber aspirant
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria (SAN), Barr 
Etigwe Uwa has fault-

ed the failure of  successive ad-
ministrations in Abia State to 
develop the state. 

This is even as he lamented 
the inability of  past and pres-
ent administrations in Abia to   
turn the State’s garment and 
leather industries in the State 
to a goldmine. 

Uwa, who is a governor-
ship aspirant on the platform 
of  All Progressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA) made the ob-
servation in Umuahia while 
unveiling his blueprint for 
Abians if  elected the Gover-
nor of  Abia State. The SAN, 
who described Aba as an un-
tapped commercial hub, said 
“Abia has been held down 
by many years of  maladmin-
istration”, adding that huge 
revenues generated from the 
State have not been applied in 
developing the state. 

He expressed displeasure at 
the development gap between 
Abia and Ebonyi States, even 

when the Dave Umahi- led 
Ebonyi is endowed with less 
natural and human resources. 

The international lawyer 
who listed quality healthcare, 
quality education, regular 
payment of  salaries and pen-
sions as his developmental 
outlines, promised to sign a 
pact with Geometric Power 
Company to ensure constant 
power supply to industries in 
Aba. 

On his plans for Aba, Barr. 
Etigwe Uwa “I will clear the 
filth in Aba and reorganise the 
transport sector. I will set up 
a system that will allow Aba 
to produce footwear and gar-
ment for the world just like 
the Chinese products are all 
over the world.”

 He faulted successive gov-
ernments for their failure to 
set up industrial cluster to 
make it a free zone, adding 
that made in Aba products 
have not been properly mar-
keted to the world. On his 
reason for joining APGA, 
Uwa said APGA resonates 
the aspiration of  Ndigbo as 
exemplified by the party’s de-
velopmental records. 

IKUINYI-OWAJI IBANI 
ruled in favour of  the re-
quest. He said the loan will 
further help the state gov-
ernment fulfil its mandate 
to the people, especially 
in the health sector. The 
state lawmakers also con-
firmed the appointment of  
the retired Acting Auditor 
General of  the State, Elias 
Akazua. This also followed 
a request by the Governor 
WIKE for the Assembly to 
confirm his appointment to 
enable him get appropriate 
benefits due a retired Audi-
tor General from the date 
of  his appointment as Act-
ing Auditor General of  the 
State. News Echo reports 
that the Climate Change 
Bill 2022 and Rivers State 
Building Maintenance Bill 
2022 scaled through first 
reading on the floor of  the 
house.

Resurgence of insecurity, hand work 
of opposition, says Uzodimma

T
he Governor of  Imo 
State, Sen. Hope Uzo-
dimma has reiterated 

that the resurgence of  insecu-
rity in Imo State is the hand 
work of  the opposition ele-
ments who are threatened by 
the successes recorded of  his 
administration.

Addressing the congre-
gation at the end of  Church 
Service at the Government 
House Chapel Owerri, Imo 
State, on Sunday, the Gov-
ernor said that the opposi-
tion are afraid of  his modest 
achievements and would not 
allow the people to accept 
them.

“They have rather decided 
to put fears in the people by 
attacking individual houses, 
burning government institu-
tions, to make people believe 
that they are still in charge,” 
the Governor said, adding 
that

 “God will stop them.” He 
further explained that his gov-
ernment was “tracking those 
involved in the dastard act of  
killing and maiming of  inno-
cent people for no just cause.”

“Government has all it 
takes to match them force for 
force, killing for killing but 
will not do that as it is care-
ful not to let blood and cause 
colossal damage and destruc-
tion.”

Governor Uzodimma 
however said that “soon 
government will identify 
and separate those using the 
name of  IPOB to perpetuate 
crime from those who are 
actual criminals, kidnappers 
and armed robbers.”

He noted that “citizens 
have the right to criticize gov-
ernment objectively, but not 
to take life and burn down 
government institutions and 
individual houses in the 
name of  opposition or in any 
guise.”

The Governor reiterated 
that the priority of  his gov-
ernment now is to recover 
and rehabilitate broken down 
infrastructure in the State and 
to restore back confidence of  
the people on the activities 

of  government “as a way of  
assuring respect for govern-
ment.”

He used the opportunity to 
warn people involved in land 
grabbing and illegal alloca-
tion in Imo and emphasized 
that “it is only the Governor 
of  a State that can allocate 
land and issue C-of-O for 
such allocation to be legal.”

He noted that even the Fed-
eral Government cannot al-
locate any State land without 
reference to the State Gover-
nor, and that “no community 
has the right to allocate land 
or sign MOU with any per-
son or group of  persons on 
land without the consent of  
the Governor.”

To this effect, Governor 

Uzodimma  informed that 
soon the Ministry of  Lands 
and Physical Planning and 
the Owerri Capital Devel-
opment Authority (OCDA) 
will embark on marking and 
demolition of  structures on 
government land that were 
not properly allocated to the 
developers.

He used the opportuni-
ty to thank all APC faithful 
who were in Abuja for their 
National Convention that 
recorded huge success and 
pleaded with those who were 
inconvenienced one way or 
the other during the trip to 
bear with the Party and the 
organisers, promising that 
soon the wrongs will be cor-
rected.
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ASUU says no resumption 
until demands are met 

T
he Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities, 
Abuja zone said there 

will be no resumption in 
public universities until the 
renegotiated 2009 agreement 
is signed, implemented and 
the University Transparency 
and Accountability Solution 
deployed.

The ASUU zonal 
coordinator, Dr. Salawu Lawal, 
made this known during a press 
conference at the University 
of  Abuja in Gwagwalada on 
Monday.

According to him, members 
are ready to return to their 
duty posts as soon as their 
demands are met by the Federal 
Government.

He said, “You would recall 
that the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities declared a 
four-week rolling strike at the 
University of  Lagos National 
Executive Council meeting held 
on February 14.

“Owing to the failure of  
the Federal Government to act 
within that period, the national 
action was rolled over for 
another eight weeks following 
the resolution taken at an 
emergency NEC meeting at the 
Festus Iyayi National Secretariat 
on March 14.

“The action, as you are 
probably aware is to, among 
other things, compel the 
Federal Government to sign 
and implement the draft 
renegotiated 2009 ASUU-FGN 
Agreement submitted to it by 
the Prof. Munzali Committee in 
May 2021.

“Deploy for use in the 
Nigerian university system, 
was the home-grown payment 
and personnel solution called 
UTAS developed by ASUU as 
replacement for the failed IPPIS.

“As usual, the Federal 
Government has ignored 
ASUU’s call for full 
implementation of  that famous 
agreement and other memoranda 
signed with the union.

“No meeting has been held 
between the two parties since the 
commencement of  the ongoing 
strike. The only exception is our 
union’s re-submission of  UTAS 
for a retest.

“The summary is that 
unless and until the renegotiated 
2009 agreement is signed 
and implemented and UTAS 
deployed, there will be no work 
in public universities.”

 ASUU, Benin Zone, also 
on Monday pleaded with 
Nigerians to join the union in 
rescuing what it described as 
dying university system. The 
union’s Zonal Coordinator, Prof  
Fred Esumeh, in a press briefing 
at the ASUU Secretariat, 
University of  Benin, Edo State, 
said the union called on well-
meaning Nigerians to rise up 
and join it in repositioning the 
nation’s universities to a globally 
competitive level that would be 
able to produce the manpower 
required to jump-start the re-
emergence of  a country driven 
by technology.

He said, “We call on 
all well-meaning Nigerians, 
students, workers, civil society 
organisations to wake up and 
join ASUU to rescue the dying 
university system.

“It will help reposition 
the universities to be globally 
competitive and able to produce 
the manpower required to jump-
start the re-emergence of  the 
country.”

Anambra Youth Commissioner, 
Mbah resumes duty

…Judgment vindicates party’s democratic genuineness -Ekezie 

Supreme Court upholds 2020 Imo PDP Congress

T
he Supreme Court, 
has in a unanimous 
landmark judgment, 

delivered last Monday, upheld 
the 2020 Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Ward, LGA and 
State Congresses of  the Party.

It could be recalled that 
some members of  the party 
had approached the Imo State 
High Court, sitting in Owerri, 
in a suit, PDP vs Chief  
Joseph Ugwulegbo and 63 
others, challenging the 2020 
congresses that produced the 
Charles Ugwu-led executive.

Imo PDP in its submission, 
through its counsel, Chief  
Ndukwe Nnawuchi, SAN, 
challenged the jurisdiction 
of  the court to entertain the 
suit on the grounds that it 
was a pre-election matter, 
since congresses of  parties are 

2023: Give me PDP ticket to defeat APC  - Wike

G
overnor of  Rivers State, 
Nyesom Ezenwoke 
Wike, has appealed 

to the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) to give him its 
presidential ticket if  the party 
truly wants to defeat APC in 
the race, boasting that he is 
the only person who has the 
political capacity and moral 
strength to floor the APC in the 
2023 general election.

He stated this while 
addressing Imo PDP members 
at the party’s office in Owerri 
on Tuesday when he visited. 
Wike while urging the party 
to shun the recycling of  old 

presidential candidates who 
he said could not win election 
to deliver the party and the 
poverty striking citizens, said 
if  he is voted for by the party 
to fly the PDP flag he would 
win the presidential election to 
transform and better the lot of  
Nigerians who are languishing 
in abject poverty, insecurity 
given the bad rule of  the ruling 
APC.

“What PDP should be 
talking about now is how to 
win the presidential election 
in 2023. What is important 
is result and victory. I’m the 
only person who can defeat 
APC in the presidential race. 
I’m fully prepared for the 
contest. APC is afraid of  me 

hence my antecedents that 
qualify me to be president. 
I’m fully a PDP member and 
in good or bad I have been 
in PDP. Practically speaking, 
if  I get the PDP ticket I will 
win the presidential election”, 
Wike maintained.

While urging the PDP to 
see him as the most qualified 
contestant for the presidency 
and give him the presidential 
ticket, Wike advised the party 
never to “give presidential 
ticket to anyone who will win 
the presidential election and 
defect to APC or run away 
from the PDP”. 

Wike faulted the APC 
led federal government 
administration for its 

inability to defeat insecurity 
in the country, as well as 
empowering the entire 
country men and women. 
We do not spend money on 
security intelligence which 
is key for tight security, they 
only act when something 
happens”.

Recounting that he has 
transformed Rivers State 
through effective leadership, 
quality projects including 
meeting the needs and welfare 
of  the people of  Rivers State, 
Wike urged the Imo PDP to 
work as a team to be able to 
win Imo governorship poll. 
“Imo should be serious to win 
guber election as well as work 
for me”.

Police launch manhunt for killers 
of pregnant woman, six others in 
Ebonyi community
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
ormer  transition 
Chairman, Onitsha 
North Local Government 

Area, Hon Patrick Agha Mbah 
has resumed work as the newly 
appointed Anambra State 
Commissioner for Youth, Sport 
and Development, having 
been sworn in alongside other 
nineteen Commissioners, 
on Saturday, 8 April, 2022. 
News Echo reports that 
while addressing staff  of  
the Ministry, Commissioner 
Agha Mbah urged them to 
be dedicated to their duties 
as the Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo led administration has 
a lot to deliver to Anambra 

The Prelate and Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria. His eminence, Nzie Nsi Eke, the 
Principal clerk, Most Rev. Miracle Ajah, the Moderator of Owerri Presbytery, Rt. Rev. Mrs Grace Enene 

Oku with the National Director of Presbyterian Students Fellowship (PSF), Very Rev. David Ama Kalu 
during the dedicaction/commissioning service of the PSF manse in Owerri recently

T
he Ebonyi Police 
Command has 
c o m m e n c e d 

manhunt to arrest the 
perpetrators of  the attack 
on people of  Ohaogelode 
community in Izzi Local 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

The command PPRO 
DSP Loveth Odah, while 
confirming the incident in 
Abakaliki, described the 
attack as wicked noting 
that the Commissioner 
of  Police, Aliyu Garba 

By Ikenna Orioha

domestic affairs of  the party 
and therefore not justifiable 
because courts lack the power 
to interfere with the internal 
affairs of  parties.

The Owerri High Court 
agreed with PDP and 
subsequently dismissed the 
case for lack of  jurisdiction.

The plaintiffs, led by Chief  
Ugwulegbo, however, headed 
for the Court of  Appeal, 
Owerri to challenge the ruling 
of  the lower court.

The Court of  Appeal, in its 
ruling, set aside the judgment 
of  the lower court and ordered 
for a retrial.

Imo PDP thereafter 
approached the Supreme 
Court to challenge the 
judgment of  the Appeal Court.

Delivering its judgment, 
read by Justice C. C. Nwaeze, 

the Supreme Court in a 
unanimous judgment agreed 
with the objection of  PDP, 
set aside the judgment of  the 
Court of  Appeal and upheld 
the party congresses of  2020 
as credible.

In his submission, the PDP, 
South East Zonal Ex Officio, 
Sir Stanley Ekezie, lauded the 
Supreme for delivering justice 
and protecting the nations 
democracy, He also applauded 
the Engr Charles Ugwu 

led Exco of  Imo PDP on 
their symbolic victory at the 
Supreme Court last Monday, 
maintaining it is a validation 
of  his purposeful leadership 
and innovation in Imo PDP. 

He also lauded the Leader 

of  the party in the State Rt. Hon 
Emeka Ihedioha, whom he said 
have shown enormous capacity 
and tenacity in leadership 
and as well thanked him for 
standing and supporting the 
party at all times

had reinforced the area 
with a combined team of 
the military and police. 
Recall that No fewer than 
six persons, including 
a pregnant woman, 
were killed as gunmen 
invaded an Ohaogelode 
community, in Izzi 
Local Government Area 
of  the state on Sunday 
evening. Seven houses 
were also razed in the 
attack. Ohaogelode, a 
neighbouring community 
to Effium, in the Ohaukwu 
Local Government Area 
of  Ebonyi State, had been 
enmeshed in a protracted 
intra-communal war. 

The lingering intra-
communal crisis, which 
is between Ezza-Effium 
and Effium natives in the 
Ohaukwu council, has 
claimed many lives, which 
has led to the destruction 
of  property worth millions 
of  naira and displaced 
over 3000 people from 
their homes. Odah said, 
“Though, normalcy has 
returned to the affected 
community. We will not 
rest until the perpetrators 
of  such heinous act are 
brought to book. “Some 
Persons were killed by 
the hoodlums and several 
houses and peoperty were 
destroyed in the area,” she 
said.

Youths. He assured youths of  
the state that a lot of  programs 
have been lined up by the 
ministry, to impact their lives 
and adequately give them 
a sense of  belonging under 
the present administration. 
Speaking on behalf  of  the 
staff  and Heads of  various 
departments, the Permanen t 
Secretary in the ministry, Mrs. 
Louisa Ezeanya welcomed the 
Commissioner and promised 
their readiness to partner him 
to ensure the realization of  
his dreams for the ministry 
and Anambra Youths. The 
resumption exercise climaxed 
with the handing over of  the 
ministry’s documents to the 
new Commissioner by Mrs. 
Ezeanya.
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Discouraging the rising spate of 
money rituals among youths 

T
he rising trend of using human parts 
for money rituals is fast becoming 
a culture among Nigerian youths, 

and this is a baffling development because 
it is simply pointing to a sickening and 
degenerating society. 

As widespread as the ugly trend is 
developing within our watch, series 
of incidents involving teenagers using 
human parts for alleged money rituals is 
wantonly dominating our news space in 
the country. 

Several sickening news of youngsters 
either caught in the act or after is 
vigorously destroying the nation’s moral 
fiber; For instance, some teenagers were 
recently caught by the Ogun State Police 
Command for alleged brutal attack and 
subsequent burning of the head of a girl 
for money ritual. 

In like manner, a group of four teenage 
secondary school girls were reportedly 
found few months ago, in Lagos with 
human parts hidden in their school bags. 
According to reports, the young girls 
were discovered after a taxi driver who 
carried them raised the alarm that he 
perceived foul odour from his cab. This 
was immediately followed by reports, 
days after, that two minors, aged 15, 
were caught trying to use a 14-year-old 
girl for ritual in Bayelsa. 

Nigerians have conveyed shock over 
these gruesome incidents, but this 
appears to be the consistent product of 
the illegal social crisis of wealth without 
work which has unleashed itself on the 
psyche of the Nigerian teenager in the 
past few years. 

Even though, the act of ritual killing is 
an old phenomenon; but, the unbridled 
craze for easy wealth is fast eating the 
fabrics of our new generation. 

While Yahoo-Yahoo thrived on direct 
internet canvassing and swindling as well 
as data assault, a new variant which took 
the practice back to a ritualistic beginning 
soon emerged, and this became known 
as Yahoo-plus. Yahoo-plus thrives, in its 
multi-colored forms, on the performance 
of blood sacrifice to enhance money 
acquisition. This, then, is the backdrop 
of the recent wave of human-parts rituals 
among teenagers. 

Both maladies have often been regarded 
as a twin crime because the craving for 
sudden wealth has led some Nigerians 
with twisted perceptions to resort to 
ritual killings and then the explosion of a 
horde of secret cults consciously formed 
to sustain that sick culture. 

And there was a time in this country 
when youths discovered a perverted but 
comfortable means of money acquisition 
that became very disturbing on account 
of its expansiveness, and that was a trend 
that was nicknamed 419 (or advance 
fee fraud). An effective government-
sponsored response was found via the 

Economic Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) which pared the ugly long nails 
of that social fever. But the anti-graft 
agency never totally killed it because 
it soon regenerated as Yahoo-Yahoo, 
moving the practice from its crude 
physical pedestal of currency-washing 
and other forms of deception to the 
internet, where useful data were attacked 
by misadjusted scientific skills. The space 
became infinite, and so was the outcome. 

The worrisome aspect of the 
development is that it is a trend that 
may already have assumed a cultural 
dimension, given the ingrained or 
deep-rooted laxities in the society. 
First, Nigeria is basically a society that 
worships wealth no matter its origin 
or source, and thus permits the vulgar 
display of wealth in all its ramifications. 
This we have seen among politicians, 
successful entrepreneurs, and religious 
leaders – all of which fan the embers of 
money lust among the observing young 
generation. Two, there appears to be very 
few options available to those who wish 
to live life fully but are not prepared to 
work to achieve this. And as long as the 
legal system is trapped in the odium of 
compromises, there can be no check on 
the drift towards blood-sacrifice assisted 
wealth. 

There is a loud need for a top-to-
bottom moral revolution to arrest the 
depravity into which the Nigerian society 
appears headed. The structures of moral 
sanctions have to be revived to beat 
deviant tendencies into line and recreate 
a new culture of rectitude that would 
make identification of unjustifiable 
wealth easy and its consequences dire. 
The looseness resulting from lip service 
to the ramparts of national ethics must be 
quickly addressed and the undue spaces 
created in the social fabric closed. There 
must be a serious confrontation with all 
elements that presently conspire to derail 
the country’s visionary journey. Again, 
we have to fall back on the agencies of 
security and the law. When these state 
institutions are bolstered to accomplish 
their mandates and impunity is nailed, 
there is no doubt that those who wish 
to live against the society will be duly 
fished out and punished. Our present 
permissiveness has allowed criminalities 
to thrive and ridicule orderliness and 
good conduct. 

It is certain, that parental lapses in the 
home upbringing and discipline in the 
school largely contributes to this warped 
development among our youths.

It is our belief, that even a distressed 
economy such as ours will not generate 
the kind of social beasts that have now 
taken up so much space in our present 
Nigeria if public institutions strive to 
achieve their best and leave no space for 
anomalous behaviours.
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Uzodimma as the long-awaited 
wise man from the East 

R
ecent events at the 
national level of  
governance have 

clearly proved that Dist. 
Sen Hope Uzodinma is an 
embodiment of  a statesman 
par excellence. It has remained 
a wonder to many that our 
dear governor due to his 
nationalistic spirit has come 
to be a unifier in the matrix 
of  national politics. The huge 
roles he played in stabilizing 
the All Progressives Congress 
before the convention have 
remained a case study to 
pundits.

 His strategic appearances 
at select national televisions, 
the prognosis he made and the 
bold assertions he postulated, 
had all gone the way he made 
them. The convention which 
has come and gone was a life 
saver for the governing party 
as many who had feared 
an implosion of  a sort were 
utterly disappointed. 

In like manner, 
the governor has kept 
disappointing clairvoyants of  
doom who hardly gave him 
a chance to succeed. With a 
plethora of  ambitious, multi-
billion naira projects ongoing 
across Imo State, many self-
appointed enemies of  the 
state have licked their words 
and wounds, as the State of  
Imo marches steadily and 
gracefully to glory.

A fleeting appraisal of  
the heroic virtues of  Gov 
Hope Uzodinma may 
perhaps suffice for people 
looking for the secrets of  
the unprecedented and 
impressive national figure the 
humble governor has come 
to be in Nigeria. Essentially, 
Gov Uzodinma has a very 
humble character. He is like a 
tiger that does not boast of  his 
tigritude.

 Even when he has 
been massively blessed 
by Providence, a vintage 
Gov Uzodinma is still very 
unassuming, not given to 
flagrant display of  opulence, 
not given to unguided 
acquisition of  wealth or 
mindless possessions of  
properties. Here is a man 
whom no one can safely 
accuse of  enriching himself  
with the patrimony of  Ndi-
Imo.

 Never has it been heard 
since he became governor that 
he signed papers to acquire 
land for himself  or associates. 
Instead, he has been adept 
in returning lands forcefully 
taken from the owners by the 
previous government. Even 
the clothes he wears seem to 
be the same year-in-year-out. 
The wrist watch he dons also 
appears the same. He hardly 
walks with the conventional 
braggadocio of  a powerful 
man, choosing rather to lead 
a measured and modest life.  

An essential Gov 
Uzodinma is a man of  
piety and devotion. He 
fundamentally does not miss 
mass every Sunday. He sees 
his life as dependent on his 
religious worship.

 While in Abuja as 
Senator, the governor had a 
tradition of  not missing the 
daily mass at the Catholic 
Church in Maitama. Now, 
this paper does not assert 
that devotion to mass makes 
one pious, however, there is 
a form of  inherent discipline 
and commitment to godliness 
that come with devoting one’s 
time to a daily act of  worship, 
a personal life style of  the 

governor’s that has remained 
unchanged by status and 
routine-change.

 This sense of  piety has 
also made the governor 
magnanimous in heart – a 
man who begrudges no one – 
carefully eschewing bitterness, 
vendetta and acrimony – 
ensuring egalitarianism in the 
state. It is noteworthy that 
Gov Uzodinma is a man in 
a different garb; for here is a 
man who does not intimidate 
anyone, including sworn foes 
with the paraphernalia of  his 
exalted office.     

 Furthermore, an essential 
Gov Hope Uzodinma is 
somewhat reticent, carefully 
avoiding the garrulousness of  
chief  executives whose intent 
is to deceive, malign and 
overwhelm others. To be clear, 
Gov Uzodinma is a strategic 
communicator like world 
leaders whose statements are 
policies when interrogated. 

Here is a governor that has 
tenaciously institutionalized 
stakeholders’ parleys in the 
state, where he comes to 
give a quarterly account of  
his stewardship to religious, 
community and political 
leaders in the state. This rare 
act of  statesmanship has 
given room to socio-political 

with the patrimony of  the 
state. 

With legacy projects 
evenly spread across the state, 
the governor is single-minded 
in completing them for 
use. Already the landscape 
of  the state is undergoing 
tremendous transformation. 
Quality roads like never before 
are dotting the landscape and 
visionscape.

 Motorists now drive with 
pleasure and sometimes 
abandon. Soon, there will 
be road infrastructure and 
management measures that 
will ensure that drivers drive 
at a prescribed speed as the 
beautifully constructed roads 
are making excited drivers, 
who obviously are obsessed 
with the smoothness of  the 
roads, to be driving at a 
breakneck speed.

 Primary health centres 
across the state are being 
revamped, industries are 
being revamped and multi-
sectoral infrastructure is 
springing up to better the 
lives of  Ndi-Imo.  Not even 
the politically-sponsored 
pockets of  insecurity in some 
parts of  the state are stopping 
the governor in his avowed 
commitment to deliver the 
‘goods’ to the people.

Coming to the national 
scene with a sense of  purpose 
and discipline as has been 
exhibited in Imo, Gov Hope 
Uzodinma has proven to be 
a unifier in APC, a party that 
he has obviously given name 
and status in the Southeast. 

It is worth saying that 
Gov Uzodinma is steadily 
charting a cause for the Igbo 
at the national level with his 
nationalist spirit. And being 
so beloved of  the President, 
the governor is ensuring that 
the stake of  Ndi-Igbo at the 
national scene remains high 
even as the All Progressives 
Congress holds the political 
ace, amid a fledgling 
opposition.

 Thankfully, Ndi-Igbo now 
have a rallying point, a sage 
and mediating personality, 
whose political fame grows 
with the speed of  a lightning. 
His name is Dist. Sen 
Hope Uzodinma, a two-
term Senator and Executive 
Governor, Imo State. 

Hon. Sam Osuji, a political 
analyst, writes from Owerri.

Opinion 

 By Sam Osuji 

cohesion in Imo State. I 
hear that the new governor 
of  Anambra State is about 
following the footstep of  the 
Imo Governor in this regard. 
There is a lot to gain by giving 
a state-of-the-state address to 
stakeholders.

 Having maximized this 
gain, Gov Uzodinma has 
been able to carry everyone 
along in his Shared-Prosperity 
government. Remarkably, 
it was the result of  the 
stakeholders’ parleys that gave 
breath to the people’s budget 
of  2022, a financial plan 
that succinctly captures the 
aspirations of  the populace 
across the state.

 Also, Gov Uzodinma is a 
very careful spender. Between 
2020 when he ascended office 
and now, the Governor has 
proven that he is a stickler 
to budgetary provisions. He 
does not wake up one day 
and engage in contract bazaar 
and spending spree to please 
associates. 

It is clear to even the 
closest of  associates that this 
governor has come to work 
and nothing else, but work. 
It bears stating that having 
a relationship of  any kind 
with the governor does not 
translate to his favouring one 

Also, Gov Uzodinma is 

a very careful spender. 

Between 2020 when 

he ascended office 

and now, the Governor 

has proven that he is 

a stickler to budgetary 

provisions. He does not 

wake up one day and 

engage in contract 

bazaar and spending 

spree to please 

associates. It is clear 

to even the closest of 

associates that this 

governor has come 

to work and nothing 

else, but work. It bears 

stating that having a 

relationship of any kind 

with the governor does 

not translate to his 

favouring one with the 

patrimony of the state.

“

Uzodimma



Page 6Wednesday 13 – Thursday 14 April, 2022

he electromagnetic spectrum is Tthe range of  frequencies (the 
spectrum) of  electromagnetic 

r a d i a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i ve 
wavelengths and photon energies. 

The electromagnetic spectrum 
covers electromagnetic waves with 
frequencies ranging from below one 

25
hertz to above 10  hertz, corresponding 
to wavelengths from thousands of  
kilometers down to a fraction of  the size 
of  an atomic nucleus. This frequency 
range is divided into separate bands, and 
the electromagnetic waves within each 
frequency band are called by different 
names; beginning at the low frequency 
(long wavelength) end of  the spectrum 
these are: radio waves, microwaves, 
infrared, visible light, ultraviolet, X-rays, 
and gamma rays at the high-frequency 
( s h o r t  w a v e l e n g t h )  e n d .  T h e 
electromagnetic waves in each of  these 
bands have different characteristics, such 
as how they are produced, how they 
interact with matter, and their practical 
applications. There is no known limit for 
long wavelengths, while it is thought that 
the short wavelength limit is in the 
vicinity of  the Planck length. Extreme 
ultraviolet, soft X-rays, hard X-rays and 
gamma rays are classified as ionizing 
radiation as their photons have enough 
energy to ionize atoms, causing chemical 
reactions. Exposure to these rays can be a 
health hazard, causing radiation 
sickness, DNA damage and cancer. 
Radiation of  visible light wavelengths 
and lower are called non-ionizing radiation 
as they cannot cause these effects. 

In most of  the frequency bands 
above, a technique called spectroscopy 
can be used to physically separate waves 
of  different frequencies, producing a 
spectrum showing the constituent 
frequencies. Spectroscopy is used to 
study the interactions of  electromagnetic 
waves with matter. Other technological 
uses are described under electromagnetic 
radiation. 

Electromagnetic waves are classified 
into categories such as radio, infrared, 
ultraviolet, and so on, so that we can 
understand some of  their similarities as 
well as some of  their differences. 

Waves
There are many types of  waves, 

such as water waves and even 
earthquakes. Among the many 
shared attributes of  waves are 
propagation speed, frequency, and 
wavelength. These are always related 
by the expression v =fλ. This module W

concentrates on EM waves, but other 
modules contain examples of  all of  
these characteristics for sound waves 
and submicroscopic particles.

A s  n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  a n 
e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  wave  h a s  a 
f r e q u e n c y  a n d  a  wave l e n g t h 
associated with it and travels at the 
speed of  light, or c. The relationship 
among these wave characteristics can 

be described by v  = fλ, where v  is the W W

propagation speed of  the wave, f is the 

frequency, and λ is the wavelength. 
H e r e  v  =  c ,  s o  t h a t  f o r  a l l W

electromagnetic waves, c = fλ.
Thus, for all electromagnetic 

waves, the greater the frequency, the 
smaller the wavelength.

Electromagnetic Spectrum: Rules 
of Thumb

T h r e e  r u l e s  t h a t  a p p l y  t o 
electromagnetic waves in general are as 
follows:

– High-frequency electromagnetic 
waves are more energetic and are more 
able to penetrate than low-frequency 
waves.

– High-frequency electromagnetic 
waves can carry more information per 
unit time than low-frequency waves.

– The shorter the wavelength of  any 
e lectromagnet ic  wave probing a 
material, the smaller the detail it is 
possible to resolve.

Note that there are exceptions to these 
rules of  thumb.

Transmission, Reflection, and 
Absorption

W h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  a n 
electromagnetic wave impinges on a 
material? If  the material is transparent to 
the particular frequency, then the wave 
can largely be transmitted. If  the material 
is opaque to the frequency, then the wave 
can be totally reflected. The wave can 
also be absorbed by the material, 
indicating that there is some interaction 
between the wave and the material, such 
as the thermal agitation of  molecules.

Of  course it is possible to have 
partial transmission, reflection, and 
absorption. We normally associate these 
properties with visible light, but they do 
apply to all electromagnetic waves. What 
is not obvious is that something that is 
transparent to light may be opaque at 
other frequencies. For example, ordinary 
glass is transparent to visible light but 
largely opaque to ultraviolet radiation. 
Human skin is opaque to visible 
l i g h t — w e  c a n n o t  s e e  t h r o u g h 
people—but transparent to X-rays.

Radio and TV Waves
The broad category of  radio waves is 

defined to contain any electromagnetic 
wave produced by currents in wires and 
circuits. Its name derives from their most 
common use as a carrier of  audio 
information (i.e., radio). The name is 
applied to electromagnetic waves of  
similar frequencies regardless of  source. 
Radio waves from outer space, for 
example, do not come from alien radio 
stations. They are created by many 
astronomical phenomena, and their 
study has revealed much about nature on 
the largest scales.

There are many uses for radio waves, 
and so the category is divided into many 
subcategories, including microwaves and 
those electromagnetic waves used for 

AM and FM radio, cellular telephones, 
and TV.

The lowest commonly encountered 
radio frequencies are produced by high-
voltage AC power transmission lines at 
frequencies of  50 or 60 Hz. These 
e x t r e m e l y  l o n g  w a v e l e n g t h 
electromagnetic waves (about 6000 km!) 
are one means of  energy loss in long-
distance power transmission.

There is an ongoing controversy 
regarding potential health hazards 
associated with exposure to these 
electromagnetic fields (E-fields). Some 
people suspect that living near such 
transmission lines may cause a variety of  
i l lnesses,  inc luding  cancer.  But 
d e m o g r a p h i c  d a t a  a r e  e i t h e r 
inconclusive or simply do not support the 
hazard theory. Recent reports that have 
looked at many European and American 
epidemiological studies have found no 
increase in risk for cancer due to 
exposure to E-fields.

Extremely low frequency (ELF) radio 
waves of  about 1 kHz are used to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  s u b m e r g e d 
submarines. The ability of  radio waves to 
penetrate salt water is related to their 
wavelength (much like ultrasound 
penetrating tissue)—the longer the 
wavelength, the farther they penetrate. 
Since salt water is a good conductor, 
radio waves are strongly absorbed by it, 
and very long wavelengths are needed to 
reach a submarine under the surface. 

AM radio waves are used to carry 
commercial  radio s ignals  in the 
frequency range from 540 to 1600 kHz. 
The abbreviation AM stands for 
amplitude modulation, which is the 
method for placing information on these 
waves.  A carrier wave having the basic 
frequency of  the radio station, say 1530 
kHz, is varied or modulated in amplitude 
by an audio signal. The resulting wave 
has a constant frequency, but a varying 
amplitude.

A radio receiver tuned to have the 
same resonant frequency as the carrier 
wave can pick up the signal, while 
rejecting the many other frequencies 
impinging on its antenna. The receiver's 
circuitry is designed to respond to 
variations in amplitude of  the carrier 
wave to replicate the original audio 
signal. That audio signal is amplified to 
drive a speaker or perhaps to be recorded.

FM Radio Waves
FM radio waves are also used for 

commercial radio transmission, but in 
the frequency range of  88 to 108 MHz. 
FM stands for frequency modulation, 
a n o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  c a r r y i n g 
information. (See Figure 5.) Here a 
carrier wave having the basic frequency 
of  the radio station, perhaps 105.1 MHz, 
is modulated in frequency by the audio 
signal, producing a wave of  constant 
amplitude but varying frequency.

Since audible frequencies range up 
to 20 kHz (or 0.020 MHz) at most, the 
frequency of  the FM radio wave can vary 
from the carrier by as much as 0.020 

MHz. T
hus the car
r i e r frequ
encies of  two different 
radio stations cannot be closer than 
0.020 MHz. An FM receiver is tuned to 
resonate at the carrier frequency and has 
circuitry that responds to variations in 
frequency, reproducing the audio 
information.

FM radio is inherently less subject to 
noise from stray radio sources than AM 
radio. The reason is that amplitudes of  
waves add. So an AM receiver would 
interpret noise added onto the amplitude 
of  its carrier wave as part of  the 
information. An FM receiver can be 
made to reject amplitudes other than that 
of  the basic carrier wave and only look 
for variations in frequency. It is thus 
easier to reject noise from FM, since 
noise produces a variation in amplitude.

Television is also broadcast on 
electromagnetic waves. Since the waves 
must carry a great deal of  visual as well 
as audio information, each channel 
requires a larger range of  frequencies 
than simple radio transmission. TV 
channels utilize frequencies in the range 
of  54 to 88 MHz and 174 to 222 MHz. 
(The entire FM radio band lies between 
channels 88 MHz and 174 MHz.) These 
TV channels are called VHF (for very high 
frequency). Other channels called UHF 
(for ultra high frequency) utilize an even 
higher frequency range of  470 to 1000 
MHz.

The TV video signal is AM, while 
the TV audio is FM. Note that these 
f r e q u e n c i e s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  f r e e 
transmission with the user utilizing an 
old-fashioned roof  antenna. Satellite 
dishes and cable transmission of  TV 
occurs at significantly higher frequencies 
and is rapidly evolving with the use of  the 
high-definition or HD format.

E x a m p l e  1 ;  C a l c u l a t i n g 
Wavelengths of Radio Waves

Calculate the wavelengths of  a 1530-
kHz AM radio signal, a 105.1-MHz FM 
radio signal, and a 1.90-GHz cell phone 
signal.

Strategy
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 

wavelength and frequency is c = fλ, where 
8

c = 3.00 × 10  m/s is the speed of  light 
(the speed of  light is only very slightly 
smaller in air than it is in a vacuum). We 
can rearrange this equation to find the 
wavelength for all three frequencies.

Solution

Rearranging gives λ=cf

For the f = 1530 kHz AM radio 
signal:

λ=3.00×108  m/s1530×103  cycles/s 
=196 m

For the f  = 105.1 MHz FM radio 
signal:

λ=3.00×108  m/s105.1×106  cycles/s 
=2.85 m

And for the f  = 1.90 GHz cell phone:

λ=3.00×108  m/s1.90×109  cycles/s 
=0.158 m

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

The Electromagnetic Spectrum

...To be continued
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h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

approval of  three new 
federal polytechnics. 

A statement released 
by the director of  press and 
public relations of  the 
Fe d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Education, Ben Goong in 
Abuja on Tuesday stated 
that the three federal 
polytechnics would be 
situated in Abia, Delta and 
Kano states. 

According to reports, 

h e  J o i n t TAdmissions and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

Board (JAMB) has released 
results of  the 2022 mock 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination (UTME) 
conducted.

The announcement is 
contained in the JAMB 
Weekly Bulletin released by 
the Office of  the Registrar.

C a n d i d a t e s  w e r e 
d i r e c t e d  t o  v i s i t 
www.jamb.gov.ng and click 
on '2022 Mock Result 
Checking' and input their 
U T M E  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
number to access their 
results.

More than 175,000 
candidates sat for the 
examination at JAMB's 
757 centres nationwide on 
April 9.

They were limited to 

one session which started 
between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Computer Based Tests 
(CBT) centres will host the 
2022 main examination 
coming up from May 6 to 
May 16.

About  1 .8  mi l l ion 
candidates registered for 
this year's main UTME.

k i t i  S t a t e EGovernment has 
revealed it will hold 

an interview for public 
Secondary School teachers 
before their promotion.

T h e  C h a i r m a n 
T e a c h i n g  S e r v i c e 
Commission (TESCOM), 
Babatunde Abegunde who 
made this known in Ado 
Ekiti during a meeting 
w i t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g 
Principals, said teachers 
t h a t  w e r e  d u e  f o r 
promotion in 2020 and 
2021 were eligible for the 
exercise.

Speaking through the 
Executive Secretary of  the 
Commission, Mr. Alani 
Daramola, the TESCOM 
C h a i r m a n  s a i d  t h e 
i n t e r v i e w  w o u l d 
commence at 9am each 
day at six designated 
centres in Ado, Ikere, 
Aisegba, Ikole, Aramoko 
and Ido Ekiti.

According to him, 
affected teachers are to 
attend the interview with 
the original copies of  their 

credentials, receipts of  
purchase of  APER forms, 
j o b  c a r d s , 
Commission/Teachers 
manual and public service 
rules.

R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e 
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Fayemi led administration 
t o  m e r i t - b a s e d 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  a n d 
advancements, Abegunde 
advised teachers preparing 
f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  t o 
familiarize themselves 
with the public service 
rules and the teachers' 
manual, stressing that they 
must also be properly 
dressed while appearing 
b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e r v i ew 
panels.

He said the focus is to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  o n l y 
professionally competent 
teachers are entrusted to 
n u r t u r e  s c h o o l - a g e 
children in the state

Abegunde stressed the 
need for School Principals 
to mentor their teachers as 
well as properly interact 
with their pupils, adding 

that there should also be 
appropriate interactions 
with parents including 
u s i n g  t h e 
P a r e n t s / T e a c h e r s 
Associations to enable an 
apt feedback mechanism 
o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o r 
challenges of  the students.

he ac t ing  Vice -TChancellor, Lagos 
State University of  

Education, Prof. Bidemi 
La f i a j i -Okuneye,  has 
counseled carriers of  Sickle 
C e l l  D i s o r d e r  t o  b e 
cautious so as not to breed 
more. 

Speaking at the maiden 
edition Of  the Sickle Cell 
Awareness programme, 
which was organised by 
Lifestyle Innovations Ltd 
and in collaboration with 
Lagos State University, Ojo 
Sickle Cell Society, Lafiaji-
Okuneye explained that 
there had been recent 
s u c c e s s e s  i n  t h e 
management of  sickle cell 
even in the point of  surgical 
cures,  saying medical 
practitioners needed to find 
a lasting solution to sickle 
cell disease. 

She said, “While we 
look forward to a world free 
of  SCD, it is important to 
a d v i s e  p e o p l e  t o  b e 
cautious so as not to breed 
more into the burden. 
Would-be couples should 
confirm and reconfirm 

their genotype statuses 
before saying 'I DO'. Those 
who have  been lucky 
despite their genotype 
should not take any more 
risks. Those who are yet to 
have kids should consider 
other options of  having 
children than risk having 
the ones with the disorder. 
Medical research needs to 
focus attention on lasting 
solutions to this problem. 
All these are necessary if  
we must rid the world of  
SCD.” 

The Vice-Chancellor, 
LASU,  Pro f .  Ib iyemi 
Olatunji-Bello, promised to 
support sickle cell warriors 
among students and staff  
of  the institution.

Olatunji-Bello, who 
was represented by the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
Administrat ion,  Prof . 
Adenike Boyo, advised the 
sickle cell warriors to 
adhere strictly to their 
prescriptions by medical 
science and guidance. 

“Be diligent in seeking 
a n d  t a k i n g  m e d i c a l 
guidance, be prayerful too, 

because God is 
the giver of  good 
h e a l t h ,”  s h e 
said.

C o nve n e r, 
L A S U  S C D 
FEST, Dr Layo 
Abiola, pleaded 
w i t h  t h e 
un ive r s i t y  to 
e s t a b l i s h  a 
Warriors Clinic 
at  the Folabi 
Olumide Health 
Centre. 

S h e  s a i d , 
“This will serve 

as a follow-up structure for 
S i c k l e  C e l l  D i s o r d e r 
warriors to help them go 
through in their quest to 
a c h i e v e  a c a d e m i c 

excellence. It will serve as a 
platform for continuous 
education, experience 
sharing and sponsorship 
where necessary.” 

the approval of  the new 
institutions came a few 
weeks after the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Polytechnics issued threats 
of  a strike to the Federal 
Government for failing to 
revital ise the exist ing 
p o l y t e c h n i c s  i n  t h e 
country. 

ASUP's president, 
Anderson Ezeibe who 
spoke with members of  his 
union in Yola, Adamawa 
s t a t e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s 
members should be ready 

to go on strike.
But  the  educat ion 

ministry stated that the 
establishment of  the new 
p o l y t e c h n i c s  w
wa s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari ' s 
(retd) determination to 
make tertiary education 
more accessible. 

“ I n  l i n e  w i t h  h i s 
determination to make 
tertiary education more 
a c c e s s i b l e,  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari has 
approved the establishment 
of  three New Federal 
Polytechnics in the country.

“Director, Press and 
Public Relations, Federal 
Ministry of  Education, Ben 

he National Youth TService Corps has 
said its Director-

General, Major-General 
Shuaibu Ibrahim, was 
misrepresented in trending 
reports with the headline, 
'Don't criticise Buhari, 
government policies on 
social media.' 

A statement by NYSC 
said it was at variance with 
the admonitions of  Ibrahim 
to the 2022 Batch “A” 
S t r e a m  T w o  C o r p s 
Members while addressing 
them at the NYSC Ondo 
State Orientation Camp. 

It read, “The attention 

of  NYSC Management has 
been drawn to the above 
caption trending on the 
social media, purported to 
have been said by the 
Director-General. 

“Management wishes 
to state that the caption is 
very misleading, and at 
v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
admonitions of  the DG to 
2022 Batch “A” Stream Two 
Corps members during an 
address to them at the 
N Y S C  O n d o  S t a t e 
Orientation Camp.

“The DG advised the 
Corps members to use the 
social media responsibly; in 
a way that will promote 
n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  a n d 

c a d e m i c  S t a f f  

AU n i o n  o f  
U n i v e r s i t i e s , 

ASUU, Benin Zone, has 
pleaded with Nigerians to 
join it to rescue the nation's 
university system from 
dying.

Zonal  Coordinator, 
ASUU-Benin Zone, Prof. 
Fred Esumeh, made the 
appeal while addressing 
journalists in Benin City.

He said:  “ASUU is 
calling on all-well meaning 
Nigerians to wake-up and 
join the union in salvaging 
w h a t  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e 
country by repositioning 
the  univers i t i e s  to  be 
globally competitive and 
a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e 
manpower required to 
j u m p - s t a r t  t h e  r e -
e m e r g e n c e  o f  a 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d 
economic power.

“On February 14, 2022, 
ASUU, after more than a 
calendar year of  exploring 
all available and legitimate 
means in its effort to compel 
the Federal Government to 
honour the terms of  the 
Memorandum of  Action it 
signed with the union on 
December 2020, we were 
left with no option, other 
than to declare a four-week 

roll-over strike.
“But at the expiration of  

the four weeks when the 
government created the 
impression that it required 
more time to address the 
issues at stake, ASUU 
rolled over the strike for 
another eight weeks to 
p r o v i d e  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government with more 
than sufficient time to 
comprehensively sort out 
the patriotic demand by the 
union.

“The representatives of  
government continue to toy 
with the future of  our 
children, students and 
nation, such that 57 days 
after they were sent packing 
from the institutions, the 
resolution of  the principal 
outstanding issues of  the 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e 
University Transparency 
Accountability Solution, 
UTAS, and the signing and 
implementation and the 
2 0 0 9  F G N - A S U U 
agreement remains at the 
level of  mere proposals, 
f r u i t l e s s  a n d  e m p t y 
assurances.

“Yet these are issues that 
could have been adequately 
resolved in weeks by any 
well meaning and serious 
minded government.”

integration. He further 
counselled them to guard 
against the spread of  fake 
news.

“The  NYSC Chie f  
Executive never  made 
mention of  the caption 
a l l u d e d  t o  h i m . 
Interestingly, the body of  
the report trending does not 
e q u a l l y  c o n t a i n  t h a t 
allusion. 

“Management wishes 
to plead with reporters to 
avoid over sensationalism 
and report things that are 
factual  so as to avoid 
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
issues.” 

Bem Goong,  sa id  the 
Polytechnics are to be sited 
in Umunnoechi in Abia 
State, Orogun in Delta 
State and Kabo in Kano 
State. 

“The new Institutions 
are to commence academic 
activities in October 2022. 

This brings to 36 the 
n u m b e r  o f  F e d e r a l 
P o l y t e c h n i c s  i n  t h e 
country. All States of  the 
Federation now have one 
Federal Polytechnic each,” 
the statement said. 

FG approves three new polytechnics

DG misrepresented in media reports
–NYSC

Public school teachers in Ekiti to
undergo interview for promotion

JAMB releases 2022
UTME mock results

LASUED VC seeks lasting solutions to sickle
cell disorder

58-days-old strike:
ASUU UNIBEN urges
Nigerians to rescue
dying varsity system



Iduh Mathew

Issues
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Nigeria is in trouble, we cannot 
keep fighting corruption with 
corruption

T
hat a person is sitting on 
a keg of  gun powder aptly 
describes the state of  the 

Nigerian nation today as in 
any other time before a major 
implosion. The government in 
power at such times somehow 
managed to snatch victory from 
the jaw of  defeat while we, the 
people are pulling back from the 
abyss of  national disaster. 

We are again moving quietly 
but steadily in that direction 
of  the political upheaval of  a 
major kind and nobody can well 
tell if  we would succeed in our 
typical way of  looking down the 
abyss of  national disintegration, 
pulling back and surviving to tell 
the story. We’ve had a series of  
national debacles all of  which 
might amount to no more than 
the warning signs that opened 
the flood gates of  heaven in the 
time of  Noah. The next storm 
might, in its effect, be worse 
than the apocalyptic fire of  
Armageddon.

Foreign countries are worried 
about the cost of  basic food items 
and energy. Amid a rampaging 
pandemic that had claimed 
hundreds of  thousands of  lives, 
they were still able to demand 
changes from their leaders. Here 
in Nigeria, there are a thousand 
and one reasons to justify such 
protests.

But Nigerians have been 
generally silent if  not somnolent 
even admist the heavy rise on 
food in the country. Many a 
commentator would as easily 
blame the abused people of  this 
country as they would heap 
fulsome praises on a corrupt, 
abusive crop of  political leaders.  

The people, it would seem, 
are content to remain silent, 
to forbear and take in the pain 
of  their lives like a sheep being 
led to slaughter. But does their 
silence signal acceptance of  their 
lot? Are they happy to be where 
they are? Granted they could be 
as opportunistic and corrupt as 
the leadership they often carp 
and curse about, the fact remains 
that the Nigerian people are far 
more abused and misused than 
they deserve; far more sinned 
against than they have sinned.

Purposeful leaders that 
lead by the force of  personal 
example will always make an 
impression among the citizens 
of  this country who expects 
so little that any two-penny 
politician could easily pass for 
a statesman however middling 
their performance.  

Never given to loud street 
protestation, Nigerians take in 
the pain, absorbing the pressure 

and seeking both the means and 
ways to stay off  any encounter 
with their abusers. Not until 
things get to a breaking point, as 
they did in October 2020, a one-
off  event from which Abuja is 
still smarting.

The protests were a 
culmination of  the pent-
up feelings of  deprivation 
and outrage at the pervasive 
corruption and incompetence 
of  the ruling elite and the 
superstructure that sustained the 
system.  

The protests rolled into one, 
and over the course of  many 
years, the demands for political 
reform, an end to corruption 
in high places, massive youth 
unemployment, unbearable cost 
of  living and the unprecedented 
inflation that had downgraded 
the economic power of  the 
average Nigerian worker. It was 
a demand for redress by a youth 
demographic that defined itself  
in terms of  its disempowerment, 
social exclusion and ostracisation 
from the structures of  governance 
and political power.

It was an occasion, the people 
thought, to lay at the footstool of  
power, the unrealised demands 
of  many years during which 
Nigerians didn’t seem to know 
exactly who to hold accountable 
for the failures of  power. The 
protests brought them close to 
putting a face to the tragedy that 
passes for governance and state 
power in Nigeria.  

We are, alas, again at that 
breaking point today in Nigeria, 
the point of  simmering anger 
and helpless disgust that may 
implode into pathological 
violence. And this at the cusp 
of  a national election for which 
a lot of  stolen money has been 
dedicated and has left many 
enervated and listless even before 
the first ballot has been cast.

The times are indeed 
portentous. But the ruling 
government does not seem to 
have a sense of  the imminent 
danger we are in. Stuck in its 
practical way of  doing things, 
it takes the country down the 
slippery slope of  national 
catastrophe with its cocktail of  
lies, vexing laxity and lack of  
will by a leadership that is self-
righteous, self-satisfied and no 
doubt corrupt.

When I say that Nigeria is in 
trouble, it was not so much an 
indictment of  the Muhammadu 
Buhari-led government as some 
might think as it was a call for the 
government of  the day and the 
rest of  us Nigerians to own and 
acknowledge the crisis we are 
in as one that cannot be left to a 
few appointed or elected officials 
that are not only ineffective but 
are in fact a major part of  the rot 

they are expected to clean.
The problem is that, the 

economic, political and social 
crises in Nigeria had reached a 
point where the people should be 
out in their millions on the streets 
protesting against the ineptitude 
of  the country’s leaders and 
the corruption and lack of  
transparency in high places.

The silence of  the people at 
this present time is both pregnant 
and ominous and should not be 
allowed to get to a point where 
the people’s simmering anger 
would be allowed to boil over 
and the country would convulse 
under another social upheaval

Pulling back from such an 
upheaval that could be fatal to 
the social and political fabric 
of  the country as an organised 
entity might, unlike in the past, 
prove an impossible task. This is 
not in any way to absolve the so-
called ordinary man or woman 
who lacks the exposure of  
appointed and elected officials in 
political positions.

The leadership of  the country 
is most certainly a reflection 
of  the people, the ‘average’ 
Nigerian who is only waiting on 
the side line and bidding their 
time to help themselves to the 
very objects of  corruption they 
criticise in the political leaders.

But after all is said and done, 
it is those who wield the levers 
of  power, the authority of  an 
election mandate at any point in 
time that must account for the 
state of  the nation. They, not 
the followers who are to follow 
by choice or compulsion the trail 
of  their leaders, determine the 
course of  events.

This is why they are leaders, 
which is where the Buhari-
led government should be 
brought to book because it 
is a government purportedly 
led by a man of  integrity who 
nevertheless stands to one side 
and watches in complacent 
acceptance whatever is done by 
those to whom he has entrusted 
to running of  the country.

The personal integrity 
of  President Buhari will not 
absolve him when the history 
of  his time as president comes 
to be written. That personal 
integrity is not enough to run 
a country like Nigeria. The fact 
that the more the government 
claims victory for itself  on 
several fronts of  its activities, 
the less Nigerians see of  such 
victory should be warning to 
the government that there is 
a lot wrong with the way the 
country is being managed and 
the direction in which it is 
headed, especially now that 
it is proven as expected, the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Usman Alkali Baba, moved 
against the ringleaders of  the 
move to call out personnel of  
the Nigeria Police Force, NPF, 
to a nationwide strike.

In mid-March 2022, some of  
the organizers of  the supposed 
industrial action announced a 
two-week “warning strike” as a 
prelude to the main event. Their 
grouses were poor working 
conditions, poor salaries, lack 
of  “genuine” welfare and 
outdated weapons. They also 
complained over the continuous 
killing of  their colleagues by 

terrorists and criminals without 
adequate compensation for the 
families of  victims.

The Police authorities 
swung into action to break the 
proposed strike. Through phone 
call tracing, the organizers were 
monitored and four were hauled 
into detention. The dismissal of  
nine of  them on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2022, from the Force 
was aimed at stamping out the 
planned protest.

Though we oppose open 
Police industrial action, we fear 
that the sack of  the proposed 
strike’s ringleaders will worsen 
situations within the Force 
and the system as a whole. It 
will only lead the rest of  the 
personnel to bottle up their 
feelings and impose the peace 
of  the graveyard.

What an irony that the same 
police personnel sent to quell 
the first anniversary of  the 
#EndSARS protest on October 
20, 2021 are now left to protest 
for themselves over their poor 
conditions of  service! It is 
now obvious that the measures 
the Presidency and Police 
authorities took to “appease” 
the #EndSARS protesters in 
terms of  police welfare made 
no meaningful impact.

The resort to internal 
repression of  protest leaders 
will not vitiate the general 
feeling of  estrangement within 
the Force. We are likely to 
face more failures in law 
enforcement, corruption among 
the rank and file as well as 
heightened Police brutality. We 
are witnesses to the refusal of  
policemen across the country 
to respond to distress calls after 
the post-#EndSARS violence 
in October 2020, during which 
22 officers were killed and 44 
police stations destroyed.

Since then, terrorists and 
other faceless alienated groups 
have continued to kill Police and 
other law enforcement officers. 
On the other hand, brazen acts 
of  corruption and brutality by 
men and women of  the Force 
have heightened on our streets 
and highways. As our Police 
and Army appear to weaken 
more and more, anarchy is 
looming larger. Criminals and 
terrorists are emboldened and 
citizens have nowhere to run to.

I urge government and 
policy makers that these 
failures in law enforcement, 
security, education, health 
and economic outlook must 
be halted. All efforts to reform 
the Police in the past 30 years 
have failed woefully. Officers 
now fend for themselves with 
their weapons. Since the 
Federal Government has lost its 
capacity to adequately cater for 
its Police Force, state policing 
can help. It is not too late to 
explore that option.

The personal integrity of President 
Buhari will not absolve him when the 
history of his time as president comes 
to be written. That personal integrity 
is not enough to run a country like 
Nigeria. The fact that the more the 

government claims victory for itself on 
several fronts of its activities, the less 

Nigerians see of such victory should be 
warning to the government that there 
is a lot wrong with the way the country 
is being managed and the direction in 
which it is headed, especially now that 
it is proven as expected, the Inspector 
General of Police, Usman Alkali Baba, 

moved against the ringleaders of 
the move to call out personnel of 
the Nigeria Police Force, NPF, to a 

nationwide strike.

“

“



T
he people of  Ugwunani 
Community, Abor in 
the Udi council area 

of  Enugu state, have accused 
the state government of  
invading their land located 
at the outskirt of  Trans 
Ekulu and phase 6 areas 
of  the state. Chairman 
of  the Community’s land 
peace Committee, Dr. Jude 
Ike Okolo who made the 
feelings of  the people known 
yesterday in an interview with 
Newsmen in Enugu shortly 
after a peaceful demonstration 
at the disputed land, advised 
the government to better 
vacate the said land.  He said 
some agents of  the Enugu  
state government through the 
Mr. Chukwuemelie Agu led  
State Housing Development 
Corporation, had  in 
November last year, invaded 
the land  which is over two 
thousand plots and embarked 
on a massive destruction of  
properties on it. 

“The General Manager 

of  the Enugu State 
Housing Corporation, Mr. 
Chukwuemelie Agu, has no 
regard for our people, which 
is why he did not deem it 
necessary to come to our 
village to have a dialogue 
with us.  “He just picked 
a few of  our people, who 
easily connived with him to 
work against our collective 
interest.”Remember I told 
you that we have already 

Land dispute: Enugu Community tackles 
state govt over alleged invasion 

T
he Federal 
Government has 
declared Friday, April 

15 and Monday, April 18, 
2022, as public holidays 
to mark the celebration of  
Easter.

The Minister of  Interior, 
Rauf  Aregbesola, made this 
known in a statement by the 
Permanent Secretary of  the 
Ministry, Dr. Shuaib Belgore, 
on Tuesday.

While urging Christians 
to emulate the attributes 
of  sacrifice, togetherness, 
forgiveness, kindness, love, 

peace and patience, as 
exemplified by Jesus Christ’s 
ministry on earth, he asked 
them to pray for an end to 
the insecurity bedeviling the 
country.

The Minister, however, 
assured that the Federal 
Government would leave 
no stone unturned to ensure 
that the recent attacks by 
undesirable elements on the 
highways, airport and the 
railway are timely brought to 
an end.

The statement read in 
part, “Security is everybody’s 

plotted, surveyed, registered 
and shared this land to our 
people. Some people have 
fenced theirs, even started 
erecting structures on them. 
“All these things were 
destroyed, with beacons and 
gates uprooted and damaged, 
including economic trees and 
crops on people’s farm.  

Okolo, added that his 
people could not resort to 
violence in their agitation 

business. I, therefore, urge 
Nigerians and foreigners 
resident in our country 
to display a high sense of  
citizenship and public-
spiritedness at this critical 
time in the history of  our 
country, by supporting 
the efforts of  all security 
agencies in bringing peace 
and security of  lives and 
property of  the citizenry.

The minister assured 
Nigerians that the nation 
is inexorably on the path to 
greatness, despite the present 
challenges confronting her.
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T
he traditional ruler of  
Ogidi in Idemili North 
Local Government 

Area, Anambra state, Igwe 
Alex Onyido has bemoaned 
the level of  insecurity in 
Igboland and called for 
establishment of  a legalized 
State Police.

Speaking to newsmen 
in Ogidi, Igwe Onyido 
lamented that the situation 
is becoming to inexplicable 
that sons and daughters 
of  Ndigbo are now very 
much afraid to return home, 
not to talk of  bring their 
investments home.

The monarch tasked 
Governor Charles Soludo 
with his South East 
counterparts to look into 
curbing insecurity no matter 
the funds involved if  he 
wants to fulfill his election 

campaign promises.
“I want the governor to 

look at ending insecurity at 
all cost. Without security one 
cannot achieve anything.

“I prefer if  Soludo will 
devote the whole money he 
has for one month or even 
suspend payment of  salaries 
of  civil servants for two 
months to solve the issue of  
security in Anambra State.

“Anything he can do to 
stop the incessant killing 
and kidnapping will be a 
plus. It is excruciating and 
nobody is happy. Soludo 
should work with other 
Governors because security 
is a collective matter.

“Ebubeagu will not 
solve it, only establishing a 
legalized State Police that 
is well funded and state 
controlled will ameliorate the 

Insecurity: Igwe Onyido calls for 
establishment of State Police

FG declares Friday, Monday public holidays

situation. That is obtainable 
in civilized country 
practicing federalism,” said 
Igwe Onyido.

Moreover, President of  
Umuogali Oba, Dr. Enyi 
Kingsley Obasoanya has 
described cultism and hard 
drugs Abuse as the bane 
of  Crime, criminality and 
insecurity.

According to Obasoanya, 
“to eradicate crime and 
fight insecurity start from 
eradicating cultism. Some 
people think that smoking 
hemp or cannabis make 
them bigger boys”.

“People know who these 
cultists are, apart from the 
crimes committed within the 
government caucus. If  you 
put cultism under control 
crimes will reduce,” said Dr. 
Obasoanya.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

because they wouldn’t want 
to disrupt the existing peace 
ushered in by the state 
governor, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi. 
In his comments, Secretary 
of  Ugwunani town Union, 
Mr. Josephat Ekete said the 
peaceful protest was staged 
so as to let the world and the 
public know that the state 
government through the 
State’s Housing Development 
Corporation had exceeded 

the boundary in the disputed 
land. He recalled that in 
the year 2015, over two 
hundred and sixty plots the 
Community’s ancestral land 
was ceded to the  Enugu state 
government based  on some  
promise that were never kept. 
According to him, some of  
the promises were amongst 
others, to grade and Asphalt 
the access road to the layout, 
provision of  basic amenities 
such as water, health care 
facilities, rural electrification, 
as well as reconstruction 
and maintenance of  rural 
roads. The Secretary added 
that the only option for the 
state government is to vacate 
the land, adding that people 
who bought lands from the 
disputed area now seeing the 
people of  the Community as 
fraudsters, which they are not. 

Efforts by our 
correspondent to speak with 
the state housing Corporation 
Boss hit the rock as his mobile 
phone was not available as at 
the time of  filing this report.



Politics
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

2023 Enugu guber: 

Ekweremadu, Ugwuanyi, 
who blinks first 

T
rue to its bidding, the public 
declaration for governorship 
seat by Senator Ike 

Ekweremadu the former deputy 
president of  the senate has changed 
the dynamics of  Enugu State 
politics, tearing political leaders in 
the state apart.  

As it is, political tension has 
heightened in the Coal City State 
with Ekweremadu topping the 
ladder in the conversation as there is 
fear especially in government cycle 
that he might alter the unwritten 
gubernatorial zoning system in the 
state to actualize his dream of  ruling 
the state in 2023.

The unhealthy rivalry between 
the supporters of  Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi and the loyalists of  
Senator Ekweremadu came to the 
fore last Saturday when the meeting 
of  the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Nsukka and Aninri Local 
Government Areas of  the state 
ended in fiasco.

Reports had it that weapons were 
freely used by suspected political 
thugs, leaving many of  the party 
faithful injured.

In Aninri the local government 
home of  the former deputy president 
of  the senate, a lawmaker, Hon. 
Chinedu Okwu, was injured during 
the fracas at the local government 
secretariat venue of  the party”s 
meeting

 It was learnt that hell was let 
loss in Nsukka when trigger-happy 
“invaders” threw chairs and bottles 
at will forcing  party members 
including women to jump the walls 
of  party local government secretariat 
building, venue of  the event, for 
safety. 

The issue of  who represents 
the people for the Nsukka/
Igbo-Eze South in the House of  
Representatives position was said to 
have sparked off  the crisis.

Rt. Hon Pat Asadu, a fourth 
term lawmaker who was supposed 
to vie for the Senatorial  position 
was forced by the party to return to 
the House of  Representatives to give 
room for the State Governor Rt. Hon 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to go to Senate

This is said to be attracting anger 
from the people of  Nsukka Local 
Government Area who believe it is 
their turn to take the Representatives  
position.

The lawmaker is from Igbo-Eze 
South Local Government Area and 
having served four terms is expected 
to give way for Nsukka but for the 
Senatorial interest of  the governor.

An insider said that several other 
aspirants earlier at the PDP meeting 
made their intentions to run for the 
position.

Amongst them is a former State 
Chairman of  the PDP Chief  Vita 
Abba who is already on a collision 
course with the lawmaker.

A party source who spoke on the 
violence said, “what we witnessed 
today in Nsukka Local Government 

Area is unprecedented. It is sad 
that thuggery has returned to our 
political system.

“Every right thinking person 
should condemn it; politics must not 
be a do or die affair. As I speak to 
you, many people sustained various 
injuries in the mayhem.”

He was, however, silent on who 
actually brought the thugs into the 
venue.

It was gathered that in the 
ensuing melee, members, including 
women were seen in a trending 
video, scaling fence in order to 
escape from danger.

Several efforts to reach Hon. 
Asadu for his reaction failed but his 
close aide who spoke to reporters  
absolved his  boss involvement from  
the imbroglio.

The Chairman of  the PDP 
in Nsukka Local Government 
Area, Hon. Fabian Onah, who 
acknowledged that there was an 
incident, said, “I am in a meeting 
now, call me back tomorrow.”

Meanwhile, in a swift reaction, 
the former Deputy President of  
the Senate, Ike Ekweremadu, 
condemned the violence that marred 
the expanded stakeholders meeting 
of  PDP in Aninri Local Government 
Area of  the state. 

The Enugu guber aspirant also 
described as unacceptable the violent 
attack on his political supporters and 
associates during the said meeting at 
Ndeaboh.

Ekweremadu recalled that 
the attack left many, including 
the Member representing Aninri 
State Constituency in the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Chinedu Okwu, critically injured 
and hospitalised, and called on the 

security agencies to ensure that the 
culprits were brought to book.

In a statement by his Media 
Adviser, Uche Anichukwu, on 
Sunday, Ekweremadu said: “I 
received with utmost sadness the 
news of  the violence that marred 
the expanded stakeholders meeting 
of  the Peoples Democratic, PDP, in 
Aninri LGA at the weekend, as well 
as the brutal attack on my supporters 
and associates at the said meeting.

“The attack, which left many, 
including the Member representing 
Aninri State Constituency in the 
Enugu State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Chinedu Okwu, critically 
injured and hospitalised, is at 
variance with the peace-loving 
nature of  Aninri. Therefore, I 
condemn in strongest terms this 
attempt to stoke fire and political 
violence in our LGA.

“I also condemn any attempt to 
pollute the processes leading up to 
the 2023 elections in Enugu State 
with acts of  political intolerance, 
intimidation, violence, and 
destruction of  lives and property. 
That is not what Ndi Enugu, the 
Waawa people, are known for.

“I, therefore, call on the security 
agencies and the relevant authorities 
to swing into action to ensure that 
the perpetrators and masterminds 
of  this brigandage are fished out 
and brought to book to serve as a 
deterrent to future troublemakers.

“Meanwhile, my sympathies 
go to Hon. Chinedu Okwu and 
many others, who sustained various 
degrees of  life-threatening injuries 
during this act of  political violence 
in our LGA

“However, in the midst of  this 
clear affront and provocation, I urge 
our teeming supporters and the good 
people of  Aninri and Enugu State to 
maintain the peace. We have been 
through this road before and the 
Good Lord, who saw us through it 
all, will surely see us through this 
and to victory, once again”.

Senator Ekweremadu and his 
supporters do not believe in zoning 
of  governorship seat in the state, 
saying that the gubernatorial ticket 

should be thrown open for merit to 
reign while pro-governor Ugwuanyi 
supports zoning insisting that 
incumbent’s successor should come 
from Enugu-East senatorial zone in 
2023.

Interestingly, both pro and anti-
zoning elements in the state hinge 
their arguments on justice, equity 
and fair-play. 

Irked by the recent ugly 
development, a pressure group, the 
Enugu Rescue Group (ERG), has 
called on the national leadership 
of  the PDP, to wade into the attack 
on the supporters of  former Deputy 
President of  the Senate, at the party’s 
expanded stakeholders meeting in 
Aninri at the weekend.

The group in a statement signed 
by its National Coordinator, Hon. 
Ejike Iloh-Tasie, and made available 
to News Echo, said any attempt to 
sweep the event, which nearly cost 
many lives under the carpet, would 
only reinforce violent political 
conducts in the run-up to 2023 
general election in Enugu State.

The statement reads in part: 
“The Enugu Rescue Group (ERG), 
a non-aligned pressure group 
committed to the good governance 
of  Enugu and peaceful political 
cultures is appalled at the resurgence 
of  political violence in Enugu State, 
which is sadly coming from the 
stables of  the PDP.

“We have observed with 
horror the premeditated violence 
that headlined the monthly local 
government meeting of  the PDP in 
Aninri LGA and some other parts of  
the State. 

I also condemn any 
attempt to pollute the 
processes leading up 

to the 2023 elections in 
Enugu State with acts 

of political intolerance, 
intimidation, violence, and 

destruction of lives and 
property. That is not what 

Ndi Enugu, the Waawa 
people, are known for. 
“I, therefore, call on the 
security agencies and 

the relevant authorities to 
swing into action to ensure 

that the perpetrators 
and masterminds of this 
brigandage are fished 

out and brought to book 
to serve as a deterrent to 

future troublemakers.

“

Continues on pg. 11
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...Ekweremadu, Ugwuanyi, who blinks first 
We note in particular the vicious 

premeditated attacks visited on 
supporters of  former Deputy Senate 
President and gubernatorial aspirant 
on the platform of  the PDP, Chief  
Ike Ekweremadu, at Ndeaboh, 
headquarters of  Aninri LGA.

“An incident of  this magnitude, 
which nearly cost the lives of  many, 
including the Member of  House of  
Assembly representing Aninri State 
Constituency, Hon. Chinedu Okwu, 
should not be taken lightly.

“Therefore, since all the actors 
are PDP members, we call on the 
Senator Iyorchia Ayu-led National 
Working Committee to cause a 
speedy and unbiased investigation 
into the matter with a view to 
bringing the culprits to book.

“What were the roles of  the 
Council Chairman, Mr. Bennet 
Ajah, and local government party 
chairman, Mr. Victor Okoro, among 
other principal officers of  the party 
and the council in the fracas?”, it 
queried.

It also called the attention of  
PDP’s national leadership to the 
fracas that broke out during the 
party’s meeting in Nsukka LGA on 
the same day, observing that such 
was not in line with the democratic 
ideals espoused by the PDP.

“Without prejudice to the role 
of  the law enforcement agencies in 
getting to the root of  this matter, 
we make bold to say that unless the 
fast-evolving culture of  political 
intolerance and violence is severely 
punished by the party, then things 
can only get worse during the PDP 
delegates and primary elections in 
Enugu State,” it concluded.

Prior to the last Saturday 
mayhem, Senator  Ekweremadu had 
raised the alarm over a plot to stop 
his governorship bid through legal 
process. 

In a statement signed by the 
Director General Ikeoha Campaign 
Organisation

Hon Charles Ogbo Asogwa the 
Senator described the move as an act 
of  desperation.

The statement reads: “It has 
come to our knowledge the plots 
by enemies of  peace, democracy, 
and Enugu State to use the courts 
to stop the aspiration of  Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu to the governorship 
seat of  Enugu State.

“We have in our possession, 
court processes (herewith attached) 
already filed at the Enugu State 
High Court, with the aim of  using 
the Enugu State Judiciary to obtain 
an injunction barring the Senator 
from contesting the Enugu State 
gubernatorial election.

“In the suit marked E/254/2022 
with Ekweremadu as the 
Respondent, the Applicant, Chief  
Oforma Mbannaji from Nike (For 
himself  and on behalf  of  other 
members of  Enugu East Senatorial 
District, Enugu State) wants the 
former Deputy President of  the 
Senate stopped based on a zoning 
agreement supposedly reached at 
an expanded Caucus meeting of  the 
Enugu State Chapter of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) on 7th July 
2013).

“The matter filed by the 
Applicant’s counsel, Dr. Peter 
Aneke, who also hails from Nike, 
will be heard by Justice Harold Eya 
on April 28, 2023

“Sadly, this is yet another display 
of  unmitigated and unconscionable 
desperation by a people hell-bent 
on ridiculing and desecrating 
virtually all critical institutions of  
democracy just to stop Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu’s aspiration and 

impose their lackeys and relations on 
the people of  Enugu State.

“Their festival of  lawlessness 
has seen the State House of  
Assembly, Local Government 
Council Chairmen, Town Unions, 
and lately the Enugu State Council 
of  Traditional Rulers, and, in fact, 
almost every institution that our 
people hold in high reverence, 
needlessly dragged into and ridiculed 
by their reckless 2023 plots. Even 
institutions that have remained 
apolitical since ages have been both 
compelled and induced into issuing 
communiqués purportedly upholding 
an inexistent zoning arrangement, 
while those who resisted their plots 
have been threatened, detained in 
prison and or sanctioned.

“However, the current attempt 
to also drag the Enugu State and 
Nigerian judiciary into their plots 
is the height of  it and one that the 
Enugu State Judiciary, the Nigerian 
Judiciary, the National Judicial 
Council, and the Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria must never allow to happen.

“We therefore call the attention 
of  the Chief  Judge of  Enugu State, 
the National Judicial Council, and 
the Chief  Justice of  Nigeria to this 
latest effort to bring this revered arm 
of  government to disrepute.

“For the avoidance of  doubt, 
there is no such organ as an Expanded 
Caucus in the PDP Constitution 
and local government chairmen are 
not members of  the State Caucus. 
Therefore, the purported meeting 
could not have been a Caucus 
meeting of  our great party. In any 
case, it is not the business of  the 
Caucus under the PDP Constitution 
to zone elective offices.

“More importantly, the provisions 
of  the Electoral Act 2022 expressly 
exclude the State High Courts from 
matters pertaining to State House of  
Assembly, governorship, National 
Assembly, and presidential elections.

“So, this is evidently an evil, 
meretricious, and baseless plot to 
use the judiciary to abort the popular 
will of  the people by manipulating 
the course of  democracy to obtain 
from that revered arm of  government 
what they cannot obtain in a free and 
fair contest.

“The Nigerian Judiciary should 
therefore watch the unfolding events 
in Enugu very closely, for democracy 
is gravely imperiled when the rule of  
law is reduced to the rule and unholy 
schemes of  some men, who found 
themselves in power.

“Meanwhile, we wish to restate 
that no amount of  intimidation, 
attacks, and detention of  the 
supporters and political associates of  
Senator Ekweremadu; appointment 
and “election” of  known deadly 
thugs and cultists into state and 
local government offices; nocturnal 
meetings and fetish practices; 
procured press conferences and 
publications; and certainly no 
amount of  frivolous court processes 
can stop an idea which time has 
come.

“2023 is Ikeoha O’Clock (Ikeoha’s 
time) and nobody can stand in the 
way of  God or the determination of  
the good people of  Enugu State, who 
are eagerly yearning for a new Enugu 
State under the visionary leadership 
of  Senator Ike Ekweremadu.”

Apparently to douse tension in 
the state,  Governor Ugwuanyi  last 
weekend visited the victims of  the 
violence at Enugu State University 
of  Science and Technology Teaching 
Hospital, Parklane,  Enugu where 
they are being treated of  injuries. 

The governor who made funds 
available to ensure that the victims 
were given adequate medical 
attention, also  initiated  a peace 
meeting, which involved the faction 
led by the Council Chairman, Hon. 
Benneth Ajah and the one led by 
the member representing Aninri 
Constituency in the State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Okwu  fondly called 
“Okaka” by his admirers. 

Ugwuanyi  offered the 
participants, including those who 
sustained injuries, the opportunity to 
table their grievances before him.

In a press statement by the 
Special Adviser to Governor 
Ugwuanyi on Media, Louis Amoke, 
made available to reporters on 
Monday said, “ In their separate 
narrations, all the speakers reiterated 
that Gov. Ugwuanyi is their leader, 
and pledged to abide by his decisions 
at the meeting aimed at resolving the 

issues amicably. 
The statement further reads in 

parts: “They also pledged to abide by 
the governor’s directions in respect 
of  the PDP primaries in the state and 
the 2023 general elections. 

“They appreciated Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for his commitment 
and resilience in resolving issues in 
Aninri LGA on several occasions, 
apologized to the governor for 
the disagreement during the party 
meeting and assured him that they 
will ensure that such unfortunate 
incident does not happen again in 
the council area.

“Resolving the issues to the 
satisfaction of  all the stakeholders 
present at the meeting, Gov. 
Ugwuanyi directed that on no 
account should people who are not 
members of  the PDP in Aninri be 
brought to party meetings in the 
council area. 

“The governor also directed 
that the suspension of  some party 
executives in Oduma Ward IV should 
be lifted immediately. He added that 
Victor Okoro remains the Chairman 
of  the PDP in Aninri LGA, and that 
nobody should attempt to remove the 
chairman for his deputy to preside 
over meetings of  the party in the 
council area.

“Gov. Ugwuanyi urged the 
stakeholders to support the council 
Chairman, who they all described as 
a good man, to develop the area and 
promote peace and unity among the 
people, advising them not to allow 
themselves to be used for political 
tussles.    

“Accepting the decisions, the 
leaders of  the two factions, Hon. 
Ajah and Hon. Okwu, and their 
followers embraced one another 
and pledged to work together in the 
interest of  peace and progress of  the 
council and the state.

“They also thanked Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for his fatherly 
intervention as a man of  peace, and 
described him as a God fearing and 
humble leader who has sacrificed a 
lot for peace to reign in Enugu State.

As a matter of  fact, both 
Ugwuanyi and Ekweremadu are old 
political timers who shares the same 
“Ebeano” political family that has 

produced all the PDP governors in 
the state since the inception of  the 
4th republic in 1999.

Be that as it may, how the battle 
for the soul of  Enugu State will be 
won and lost will be determined by 
time as these two political gladiators 
have the capacity to sway votes in 
2023 elections.

Investigation by News Echo 
Correspondent revealed that despite  
the  arrays of  gubernatorial aspirants 
which included Ex-Commissioner 
Chijioke Edeoga, Ex-Minister Frank 
Nweke (jr) of  the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA) the likely 
beneficiaries of  the “war” building 
up ahead of  2023 polls are Professors 
Jehu Onyekwere Nnaji   and Barth 
Nnaji

A cross section of  Enugu 
residents interviewed  agreed that 
they would prefer technocrats to 
recycled  politicians in 2023, citing 
Anambra State as an example where 
the electorate voted Professor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo as governor. 

Both Nnajis have obtained their 
expression forms to contest the 
governorship seat in 2023 under the 
PDP umbrella. 

Professor Jehu Onyekwere 
Nnaji hails from Amurri in Nkanu 
West Local Government Area and 
currently works at the International 
Law,, Politics and Integration, Globe 
Visions Network, Italy. Jehu is a 
scholar in Public Law. 

Professor Nnaji’s most recent 
publication is ‘International Law and 
Global Politics’.

 Nnaji was a Judge at the 
International Criminal Court MCC 
at the Hague, Netherlands                          

A Professor and Visiting Scholar, 
University of  Kansas Law School, 
USA.

A Merit Award Winner – 
University of  Naples II, Italy.

A Vice Chancellorship Candidate 
– Enugu State University of  Science 
and Technology (ESUT) – 2015.

Professor Barth Nnaji is from 
Oruku in Enugu-East Local 
Government Area is a renowned 
Professor of  Robotics Engineering 
and former Minister of  Power 
under the then President Goodluck 
Jonathan”s administration.

Continued from pg. 10
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Time to wipe tears of Ndigbo is now
– Uzodimma
By Grace Ofurum

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo 
State has challenged 
Nigerian patriots, 

mainly the political class, to rise 
up and address the Igbo question 
of  marginalization and injustices 
as part of  their contribution to-
wards a united country.

Governor Uzodimma said the 
time to wipe the tears of  Ndigbo 
is now and that the patriots who 
can do so, having done same for 
the South West in 1999 in the 
wake of  the Yoruba’s cry over the 
annulment of  the June 12, 1993 
election won by Chief  MKO 
Abiola, are still around and polit-
ically active.

The Governor spoke Saturday 
night ( April 9, 2022) in his re-
marks at a reception organised 
for the President General of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide 
, Prof. George Obiozor, at the 
Banquet Hall of  the Imo State 
Government.

Uzodimma’s remarks reads: “I 
am happy to behold the cream 
of  Igbo leaders who could find 
the time to be here today for this 
solidarity reception we have or-
ganized in honour of  our father 
and son, our leader and servant 
and, indeed, our cross bearer, His 
Excellency, Professor George 
Obiozor, the President General 
of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo worldwide.

“I am aware that some of  you 
only received a late invitation to 
this event and made extra sacri-
fices to be here on such a short 
notice. When I scan the faces of  
the distinguished compatriots 
who have come to join me to 
honour Professor Obiozor with 
their esteemed presence, I see 
real love, genuine love that tran-
scends party politics. 

“I also perceive a degree of  
commitment tinged with anxi-
ety and concern over the future 
of  the Igbo race. Also palpable 
in the house today is a genuine 
concern about the political fate 
of  Ndigbo in project Nigeria. By 
your presence here today, you 
have assured me that I am not the 
only one who thinks Professor 
Obiozor deserves our respect, ap-
preciation and best wishes. This 
is because he is the arrowhead of  
an organization at the forefront 
of  the battle to defend and pro-
tect the socioeconomic and polit-
ical interests of  Ndigbo. 

“In my opinion, it was a huge 
sacrifice for Professor Obiozor 
to accept to serve the Igbo race 
in this capacity. As a former am-
bassador to the United States, 
Professor Obiozor is a household 
name across the country and be-
yond. It is to our advantage that 

a man of  such pedigree accepted 
to serve us in this capacity. It is 
heart-warming that Igbos have 
turned up in good numbers to 
honour and celebrate him.  It 
beats my imagination, therefore, 
that those who conspired and 
burnt down his house were also 
Igbos. What a paradox!

“More perplexing about this 
paradox is that the two divides – 
those who honour him and those 
to deride him - claim to have the 
same goal, which is a better fu-
ture for Ndigbo in the Nigerian 
federation.”

Governor Uzodimma  who 
used the opportunity provided 
by the reception to reiterate his 
condemnation of  spate insecuri-
ty in Imo State in particular and 
South East in general appealed to 
the Igbo leadership to join hands 
with government and security 
agencies to end the unfortunate 
situation.

He said dialogue remains the 
most potent instrument to resolve 
all differences globally no matter 
how bad the situation may be.

He said even though it is a 
known fact that Ndigbo have not 
been fairly treated in Project Ni-
geria since the Civil war ended, 
the issue of  their marginalization 
and poor treatment could still be 
dealt with through dialogue and 
persuasion rather than by vio-
lence agitation.

Governor Uzodimma said 
luckily Nigeria can still boast of  
active political  patriots who wad-
ed in to resolve the agitation that 
engulfed the South West that af-
fected the fortunes of  Nigeria in 
the wake of  the annulment of  the 
1993 general election won fair 
and square by Abiola.

He said in the wisdom of  the 
patriots the two major political 
parties then were persuaded to 
allow the South West field their 
presidential candidates from the 
zone and noted that it will not 
be a bad idea if  a similar position 
is taken by the patriots as it con-
cerns the South East and their 
quest for justice and fair play over 
the 2023 presidential election.

The Governor continued: “In 
my private reflection, I have of-
ten tried to understand the true 
meaning of  politics and political 
power. I understand we need po-
litical parties as a means to attain 
Power based on our ideological 
persuasions. I understand also 
that we need political power to 
impact positively the lives of  the 
people. In other words, political 
parties and political power are 
vehicles to achieve an end. They 
are not the end themselves. If  we 
understand it in this elementary 
context then we should shun vio-
lence, bitterness and divisiveness. 

Gov. Hope Uzodimma.

After all, are we not supposed to 
use politics for sustained progress 
and development?

“In the over a decade that I 
have been in public office, first as 
a senator of  the federal republic 
and now as a Governor, I have 
devoted a lot of  time to ponder 
on the Igbo agenda in the Nige-
rian federation and what we as 
leaders should do to realize it. As 
most of  you may already know, I 
have written a book on the subject 
matter. In the book, “Reflections 
on the Igbo Question” my posi-
tion had been that we Igbos need 
a united Nigeria to vent our God 
- given talents. This is because Ni-
geria provides us with the space 
and opportunities we need to ac-
tualize our political and socioeco-
nomic destiny.

“This is why I am deeply ap-
palled by the raging spate of  
violence currently ravaging the 
Southeast. At the risk of  repeat-
ing oneself  many times over, di-
alogue, and not violence is the 
vehicle that will lead us to our 
desired destination. There is no 
evidence in history to show that 
any race had ever become great 
through violence and self  de-
struction. When a man begins 
to urinate into a well which he 
drinks from, it only proves that 
he is on a suicidal mission. I 
think that as a people who have 
endured and survived a turbulent 
and brutal past, we should be wis-
er than that.

“No one in Nigeria can deny 
the fact that Ndigbo are zealous, 
patriotic and committed to the 
oneness of  Nigeria. Our people 
can be found in every nook and 
cranny of  Nigeria. Igbos are the 
most dispersed of  all the ethnic 
groups in Nigeria. Unlike other 
tribes, Igbos have investments in 

the 36 states and Abuja. These in-
vestments can be found in real es-
tate, manufacturing and in the fi-
nancial sector and in commerce. 
These are mostly solid invest-
ments which can only be made 
by those who have unflinching 
faith in their country.

“All that the Igbos demand 
from Nigeria is a level playing 
field for all to operate and com-
pete,where necessary. Like the 
Igbo adage will say, all the Ig-
bos are asking is Egbe bere Ugo 
bere (This translates to “Let the 
kite perch and let the eagle perch 
too”). Simply put, Ndigbo want 
justice and equity for all Nigeri-
ans. No more, no less.

“In the aftermath of  the un-
fortunate events of  the civil war 
and considering the immediate 
post - war discriminatory poli-
cies against Ndigbo, many of  our 
people felt sidelined and mar-
ginalized. Over the years, many 
pan - Igbo groups and intellec-
tuals have tried to get this mes-
sage across to the rest of  Nigeria. 
While some have done so with a 
great sense of  patriotism, a few 
may have gone off  the cuff  to do 
so in a temperamental and un-
conventional manner. My worry 
is that while the Igbos have an 
unassailable case over their post 
- civil war treatment and plight in 
the Nigerian federal project, the 
logic of  that case may be com-
promised by the temperamental 
actions of  non - state actors, to 
the peril of  everyone.

“This is why I think that the 
time has come for every patriot 
to rise and address the Igbo ques-
tion. What cannot be taken away 
is that for too long Igbos have 
cried out profusely over their 
plight. This plight is comparable 
to the plight of  the Southwest 

over the annulment of  the June 
12 elections. Following that an-
nulment, the Southwest felt short 
changed. They cried out for jus-
tice. While some groups did so 
responsibly, others resorted to 
violence. 

“The instructive thing here is 
that at a point the patriotic zeal in 
the political class in Nigeria was 
touched and they rose in unison 
to acknowledge that the Yorubas 
had cried enough and that it was 
time to wipe their tears. That was 
why the two major political par-
ties in Nigeria fielded only Yoru-
ba candidates for the 1999 presi-
dential elections. Of  course, even 
a political neophyte knew that 
this was not accidental, but a well 
planned act by a group of  patriots 
who had placed the unity of  Ni-
geria uppermost in their minds.

“It is now obvious from every 
indication that Ndigbo have also 
cried enough about their mar-
ginalization. It should also be 
clear to the political class that the 
time has come to wipe these his-
torical tears of  Ndigbo. What is 
more, most of  the patriots who 
engineered the plan that made 
the Southwest produce the pres-
idential candidates for the two 
major political parties in 1999 are 
still alive and active in politics. 
That same undying love for the 
country that inspired them to do 
what they did for the Southwest 
in 1999, should inspire them to 
do the same for the South east in 
2023.

“The West, the North, the East 
and the South are all important in 
our quest for national unity. This 
a clarion call on the political class 
to do the needful. As the saying 
goes, E mee nwata otu emere ibe 
ya, obi a di ya nma” This simply 
means, the only way to make a 
child happy is to treat him or her 
the same way you treated the oth-
er child.”

Earlier in his speech, Prof  Obi-
ozor thanked Governor Uzodim-
ma for his support for Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide and more 
importantly, for his commit-
ment towards peaceful, united, 
prosperous and a developed Imo 
State.

Obiozor reiterated his call for 
all political parties to zone their 
presidency to the South East and 
reminded his guests that allowing 
the South East produce the Pres-
ident of  Nigeria in 2023 will be 
the masterstroke Nigeria needs 
for a completely united country 
where equity, justice and fairness 
will reign.

The Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide President General also 
thanked his guests for coming to 
honour him and be part of  the in-
teraction on how to better the lot 
of  the Igbo.
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News Analysis

2023 Igbo presidency: 
They have come again with confusion 
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
ne of  the most bi-
zarre pictures of  the 
current political era 
appeared on the in-

ternet on Monday 11th April 
2022.

A picture of  a former Speaker 
of  the Abia State House of  As-
sembly Hon. Chikwendu Kalu 
and a former Abia Commis-
sioner of  Trade and Investment, 
Hon. Cosmos Ndukwe with 
their purchased presidential 
expression forms sent tongues 
wagging. 

Kalu who currently repre-
sents Isiala-Ngwa South State 
Constituency and Ndukwe who 
once represented Bende North 
State Constituency caused se-
rious confusion in Abia with 
their moves, as many political 
analysts have seen their moves 
as distracting more than inter-
esting.

News Echo reports that bare-
ly two days ago, a former An-
ambra State Governor, Peter 
Obi, former Senate President, 
Anyim Pius Anyim,  immedi -
ate past President of  the Nige-
rian Pharmaceutical Society of  
Nigeria, Sam Ohuabunwa and 
the Chairman of  the  Diaspora 
Igbo group, the Igbo World As-
sembly (IWA), Dr Nwachuk-
wu Anakwenze have all met 
and agreed to work together 
to ensure a single Igbo aspir-
ant emerges the candidate of  
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP).

Many people think that Kalu 
and Ndukwe coming up with 
N40 million each to buy presi-
dential expression forms is not 
in the good interest of  Ndigbo 
as both men may be on a mis-
sion to destabilize the chances 
of  more credible aspirants by 
reducing the votes of  the South-
East.

“I respect the rights of  Hon. 
Cosmos Ndukwe, but is he re-
ally serious about this? We all 
know him and his antecedent. 
We saw him in a state Constitu-
ency election in 2019. 

“Tell me how a man like Cos-
mos Ndukwe who woefully lost 
an election in 2019 in Bende 
North State Constituency will 
think he can make an impact in 
PDP primaries? 

“As far as I’m concerned, 
somebody is sponsoring people 
like him to repeat what Ndigbo 
did to Alex Ekwueme in 1999 
when they sold their birthright. 
Is Ndukwe well known beyond 
Abia? 

“Tell me any state part of  
Abia aside from Bende North 

or Aba North where he is doing 
his hotel business where he is 
known at all? This is why Ndig-
bo cannot go far in politics. 

“Why can’t he support our 
most credible aspirants who 
stand more chance than be-
coming a source of  distraction? 
It is his constitutional right to 
contest but I can see the hands 
of  Esau and hears the voice of  
Jacob,” Patrick Amakalam, an 
Aba based political analyst said. 

Mr Azubuike Anayo however 
said that Kalu’s picking of  pres-
idential expression form is not 
bad because of  what is happen-
ing in Abia, where it is alleged 
that the Abia PDP leadership 
may have sold votes of  Abia 
delegates in support of  Rivers 
State Governor.

“If  you don’t know, there is 
a rumour that Abia PDP, in 
fact, two PDP states may have 
compromised against South-

East presidency with absolute 
support from two Governors 
of  PDP to their Rivers counter-
part. 

“Some PDP members who 
are not comfortable with what 
is happening in Abia may have 
pushed Kalu, who is a statutory 
delegate on the move. 

“There is a way things will 
be, a change needs to happen. 
Some will blame Kalu, but I 
don’t. Some people are begin-
ning to repeat the 1999 betrayal 
move.”

Speaking after buying the 
form, Hon. Cosmos Ndukwe 
said that apart from satisfying 
the prerequisite constitutional 
academic qualification, he is 
mentally and physically pre-
pared to recover Nigeria and 
hand the same over to the real 
owners, the people. 

Ndukwe who is popularly re-
ferred to as Street General in 
Aba, said, “When the people 
are enthroned, the minutest pol-
icy will contribute to rebuilding 
Nigeria. It is the PEOPLE’S 
TIME. THAT TIME IS NOW,” 
he said.

An activist and political ana-
lyst, Jaja Martins said that Hon. 

Chikwendu Kalu has invested 
wisely, stressing that the former 
Speaker of  Abia State House of  
Assembly will remain relevant 
and prominent in state and na-
tional politics for a long time. 

“He has taken a step too many 
politicians are too myopic to 
take. Those who make light fun 
of  his bold step do not under-
stand the rudiments of  playing 
politics to remain relevant even 
beyond your peers. 

“After 2023, that is, if  he does 
not make it to Aso Rock, Kalu 
will be addressed as a former 
Presidential aspirant and many 
will call him Presidential hope-
ful. 

“This is the highest respect 
given to anybody from Abia 
State under the platform of  the 
most viable political party in 
Africa, the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP). 

“He will become an automat-
ic stakeholder in the national 
politics of  the PDP. This is an 
added advantage to the peo-
ple of  Isiala-Ngwa South and 
indeed, Abia State. Rt. Hon. 
Chikwendu Kalu has taken a 
bold step in the right direction. 
Let us cheer him up.”

Kalu and Ndukwe during the presidential form purchase.

After 2023, that is, if he does not make it
 to Aso Rock, Kalu will be addressed as
 a former Presidential aspirant and many 
will call him Presidential hopeful. This 
is the highest respect given to anybody 

from Abia State under the platform 
of the most viable political party in Africa,

 the People’s Democratic Party (PDP).
 He will become an automatic stakeholder
 in the national politics of the PDP. This is

 an added advantage to the people of 
Isiala-Ngwa South and indeed, Abia State. 

Rt. Hon. Chikwendu Kalu has taken a
 bold step in the right direction. 

Let us cheer him up. 

“
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Demonstrators gather in London’s Piccadilly Circus, near Yoko Ono’s  “Imagine Peace” billboard, to show support for Ukraine.

J
ohn Lennon’s 1971 hit “Im-
agine” is often recalled in 
times of  war or conflict, with 
its lyrics calling for unity 

and peace. But it was the war in 
Ukraine that finally provoked Len-
non’s son Julian to sing the tune for 
the first time.

Julian Lennon wrote in a note 
on YouTube that he had for years 
resisted singing the Vietnam War-
era song. “The only time I would 
ever consider singing ‘Imagine’ 
would be if  it was the ‘End of  the 
World,’” he said.

But the war in Ukraine is “an un-
imaginable tragedy,” he wrote, and 
“as a human, and as an artist, I felt 
compelled to respond in the most 
significant way I could.”

His cover was in support of  the 
#StandUpForUkraine fundraising 
effort, which was organized by the 
nonprofit Global Citizen. An event 
in Warsaw on Saturday in support 
of  the fundraiser raised $10 billion 
in pledges for Ukrainian refugees - 
of  which there are more than 4.5 
million, according to recent U.N. 
figures - with nearly half  coming 
in the form of  donations from gov-
ernments, companies and individ-
uals. The other portion came as 
grants and loans from public Euro-
pean financial institutions.

Julian Lennon, whose career 
as a musician began in 1984 with 
the release of  his album “Valotte,” 
wrote that he chose the song in part 
because its lyrics “reflect our col-
lective desire for peace worldwide. 
Because within this song, we’re 
transported to a space, where love 
and togetherness become our real-
ity, if  but for a moment in time.”

Among the song’s lyrics is the 
passage: “Imagine all the people/ 
Sharing all the world/ You/ You 
may say I’m a dreamer.”

Lennon wrote that the song “re-
flects the light at the end of  the tun-
nel, that we are all hoping for.”

As war rages in Ukraine, Yoko 
Ono, John Lennon’s widow, who 
was credited with helping to create 
“Imagine,” deployed a billboard 
campaign across major cities in-
cluding New York, London and 
Seoul with the message: “Imagine 
Peace.”

It wasn’t clear why Julian Len-
non, whose real name is John - he 
told the Guardian that he took the 
name Julian after the singular name 
caused confusion in his household 
- had vowed not to sing “Imagine.” 
He grew estranged from his father 
after the Beatles member left Ju-
lian and Cynthia Lennon - Julian’s 
mother and John’s wife at the time 
- for Ono, who is linked to the song. 

John Lennon’s son, Julian, sings ‘Imagine’ 
for first time in support of Ukraine

Czechs provide free shooting training 
for local Ukrainians

O
f  the first four shots Olha 
Dembitska fired from an 
AK-47 assault rifle in her 

life, one hit the target.
“It’s pretty difficult the first time,” 

the 22-year-old Ukrainian woman 
acknowledged.

On this occasion, the target was 
the shape of  a human body at a 
shooting range in the Czech Repub-
lic. Next time, it might be for real, in 
Ukraine, and the target could be one 
of  the Russian troops who have in-
vaded her homeland.

Dembitska is one of  at least 130 
men and women who have so far 
undergone free-of-charge training 
for Ukrainians living in the Czech 
Republic who want to learn how to 
fight the aggressor.

“I might return to Ukraine if  they 
need me,” she said.

Almost none of  the participants 
had any experience with weapons 
before war struck their homeland.

Since Russia launched its brutal 
attack, Ukrainians from all parts 
of  the country and elsewhere have 
been arriving in the Czech Repub-
lic’s second-largest city, Brno, at-
tracted by courses designed to teach 
them essentials and skills to safely 
handle lethal rifles while being able 
to inflict damage on their enemy.

Beside learning to shoot, the 
courses give them the basics about 
guns, movement around the battle-
field and a lesson in providing first 
aid, something that can save lives if  
they‘re mobilized by their embattled 
country or decide to return home 
as volunteers to join the Ukrainian 
army.

“It’s horrible,” Dembitska said 
about the situation in her homeland. 
She gets her news from social media 
and from phone calls with a friend 
based in the southern city of  Kher-
son, seized by Russian troops in the 
early stages of  the invasion.

Weight of history looms over 
Ghana’s World Cup bid

I
n our series of  letters from Af-
rican journalists, Ghanaian 
writer Elizabeth Ohene says 
the nation’s hopes, plus a lot of  

baggage, rest on the shoulders of  its 
footballers.

Ghana’s Black Stars have quali-
fied to go to Qatar later this year but 
it does seem our Fifa World Cup bid 
is dogged by the weight of  history.

We know of  course that a win al-
ways involves a defeat. You have to 
defeat someone to be able to win. 
That “win-win” situation people 
talk about does not actually exist 
in real life, and certainly not on the 
football field.

Sometimes what you celebrate is 
not so much the fact that you have 
won, but that you have defeated 
someone else. We in Ghana know 
about defeat. If  you follow the Black 
Stars, our national football team, 
you know about living with heart-
break. This is the team whose most 
ardent supporters watch match on 
the television with their eyes closed.

So following these latest World 
Cup qualifier matches was a high 
blood pressure-inducing ordeal.

In the end, we had to defeat South 
Africa and Nigeria to get to Qatar. 
The record books will show that the 
second of  South Africa and Ghana’s 
two qualifiers happened here in 
Ghana where a draw wouldn’t do - 
we had to beat them - and so we did.

The South Africans are still smart-
ing from that defeat, having tried 
and failed to get Fifa to overturn the 
results on the basis of  what they said 
were a series of  “questionable deci-
sions” by the referee.

When Ghana qualified for its first 
ever football World Cup and went 
to Germany in 2006, it was South 
Africa who we had to beat, and we 
managed it in Johannesburg, in the 
second of  the two matches.

This time around, the South Afri-
cans have not taken the loss lightly 
and appeared united in wishing we 
would lose against Nigeria.

There in the Abuja stadium at the 
last match against Nigeria, we could 
feel the combined prayers of  South 
Africans and Nigerians against us. 
But we survived and came out win-
ners.

Defeating Nigeria belongs in a dif-
ferent realm altogether - there is no 
logic or rationality to it.

If  you are a Ghanaian, there is 
nothing quite as painful as losing a 
football match to Nigeria. And we 
know that for our Nigerian cousins, 
losing a football match to Ghana is 
not just painful - it is provocative.

The Nigerians can lose to any-
body but they find losing to Ghana 
intolerable. I can say we feel and un-
derstand their pain.

Julian Lennon

Having got ourselves on the way 
to Qatar, it turns out it was not just 
Ghana’s qualifying matches that felt 
weighed down by history. We also 
have a fraught past with two other 
Group H rivals.

How can any Ghanaian ever 
forget Uruguay and a certain Luis 
Suarez at the 2010 World Coup in 
South Africa? We were moments 
away from clinching a place at the 
semi-finals when Suarez literally 
punched the ball out of  the net.

It was also the match of  the fa-
mous missed penalty by our nor-
mally reliable Asamoah Gyan, the 
match we eventually lost on penal-
ties to Uruguay. We will now face 
them again in the group stage in 
Qatar.

Portugal are also in Group H but it 
is not their star player Cristiano Ron-
aldo who is stirring emotions here. 
The last time Ghana played Portu-
gal at a World Cup, it was in Brazil 
in 2014 - a tournament we would 
really rather not recall.

That was when Ghana became 
notorious, not for our football, but 
for all the wrong reasons. Our na-
tional team was set to play Portugal 
when it emerged that our players 
had issued an ultimatum, refusing 
to play unless they saw - and held in 
their hands - the allowances which 
had been promised to them.

These last 12 years have been bittersweet for even the most loyal of fans.



 man, Ifeanyi 

ANjoku, has been 
a r r e s t e d  f o r  

a l legedly  k i l l ing  his  
girlfriend, Precious Okeke, 
24, in an estate at Badore, 
in the Ajah area of  Lagos 
State. 

It was gathered that the 
live-in lovers stayed on 
Oke Street, where Njoku 
a l l e ge d ly  k i l l e d  h i s  
g i r l f r i end  fo r  r i tua l  
purposes. 

h e  E d o  S t a t e Tcommand of  the 
National Drug Law 

Enforcement  Agency 
(NDLEA), says it has 
destroyed 17 suspected 
cannabis sativa farms 
measuring over 15 hectares 
in the State.

Mr Buba Wakawa, 
State Commander of  the 
a g e n c y ,  m a d e  t h e 
disclosure on Tuesday.

Wakawa explained 
t h a t  t h e  f a r m s  w e r e 

destroyed between January 
and March, describing the 
reviewed period as having 
recorded the removal of  
480.074 kg of  psychotropic 
s u b s t a n c e s  f r o m 
circulation.

He explained that the 
s u b s t a n c e s  r e m o v e d 
included Exol, Tramadol 
c a p s u l e s / t a b l e t s , 
D i a z e p a m ,  L exo t a n , 
Swinol tablets, Cocaine, 
Heroin, Meth, Cookies, 
Ampoules of  Pentazocine 

injections, among others.
W a k a w a  f u r t h e r 

revealed that the command 
also seized 2,349.424 kgs 
of  substances suspected to 
be cannabis sativa during 
the period.

In the period under 
review, he also said that the 
command arrested 94 
suspects comprising 80 
males and 14 females.

Similarly,  Wakawa 
a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  e i g h t 
different types of  exotic 
cars such as Lexus ES 330, 
Toyota Camry, Honda, 

Previa, Trucks, among 
others, used as means of  
conveyance were seized 
through the command's 
interception activities.

He added that 21 drug-
related cases were filed at 
the Federal High Court, 
Benin, within the period 
under review, securing 10 
convictions, while 81 drug 
dependent persons were 
counselled and “released 
to be re-united with their 
families”.

It was also learnt that a 
native doctor, who was 
assisting the suspect, 
instructed him to have sex 
with Okeke's corpse. 

Njoku was said to have 
engaged in the illicit act 
with the corpse for six 
days,  a s  the  s tench  
emanat ing  f rom h i s  
apartment prompted his 
neighbours to inform the 
management of  the estate.

A source, Elizabeth 

John, said during a 
search of  the apartment, 
Okeke's decomposing 
corpse was found. 

She said, “The boy 
killed his girlfriend about 
six days ago, and he 
confessed that he wanted 
to use the girl for money 
rituals. He said he was 
told that he should have 
sex with his girlfriend's 
corpse for seven days, but 
he was caught on the 

s i x t h  d a y.  To d a y  
(Monday) is supposed to 
make it the seventh day. 

“The smell of  the 
c o r p s e  h a d  b e e n  
disturbing neighbours in 
the compound and other 
residents. So, they called 
the estate chairman to 
help in confirming what 
was going on in the 
apartment and while 
searching the apartment, 
they found the girl's body. 

“ T h e  b o y  w a s  

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t 
yesterday pledged 

to get justice for the late 
popular gospel artiste, 
Osinachi Nwachukwu.

Osinachi, known for 
h e r  p o p u l a r  s o n g 
Ekwueme, died at an 
Abuja hospital where she 
was being treated for an 
ailment.

Since her demise, there 
have been allegations that 
the singer was a victim of  
domestic violence.

Osinachi's husband, 
a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g 
physically abusive, has 
been ar res ted by the 
federal capital territory 
(FCT) police command.

She was a lead singer 
a t  t h e  D u n a m i s 
Inter nat ional  Gospel 
Centre and was featured in 
several popular gospel 
songs like “Nara Ekele” 
by Pastor Paul Enenche 
(Dunamis, Abuja) and 
“You no dey use me play” 
by Emma.

H e r  f a m i l y  a n d 
h u s b a n d ,  P e t e r 
N w a c h u k w u ,  w h o 
doubled as her manager, 
a r e  y e t  t o  i s s u e  a 
statement.

But a statement by the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  Wo m e n 
Affairs, Dame Pauline 
Ta l l e n  s e e n  b y  T h e 
Nation, assured that the 
ministry would prosecute 

unmen have killed 

Gno fewer than 19 
persons in Benue 

communities.
T h e  g u n m e n ,  i n 

Tyiortyu of  Mbakor Tarka 
local government area, 
killed 10 persons.

A n g r y  y o u t h s  o n 
Tuesday morning blocked 
the busy Federal highway 
from Makurdi, the state 
capital to Gboko to protest 
the incident.

The blockage led to 
g r i d l o c k  a s  ve h i c u l a r 
movement has remained 
standstill for more than 10 
hours.

Tyortyu is a satellite 
t o w n  a l o n g  t h e  b u s y 
Makurdi- Gboko highway 
in Tarka local government 
area in Benue state.

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
community, who escaped 
the attack by whiskers, 
Tersoo Utume, told The 
Nation the gunmen stormed 
the  s leepy community 

around 2 am on Tuesday 
and went from door to door, 
shooting harmless villagers.

T h e  yo u t h s  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  d u m p e d 
corpses on the federal 
highway.

In Tse-Sumaka village, 
gunmen killed nine farmers 
near branch Umenger in 
Mbadwem council ward in 
Guma Local Government 
area on Monday.

Senior Special Assistant 
to Governor Samuel Ortom 
on media James Igbudu, 
who confirmed the killings, 
ca l l ed  on  the  Federa l 
Government to protect his 
community from suspected 
herdsmen.

B e n u e  P o l i c e 
s p o k e s p e r s o n ,  K a t e 
Aneene, SP, said she was on 
her way to the scene of  the 
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police 
and will issue a statement 
soon.

the matter to get justice for 
Osinachi.

The statement titled, 
'The untimely death of  
one of  Nigeria's finest 
gospel artistes' said: “As 
w i t h  e ve r y  n e w s  o f  
domestic violence which 
spreads like wildfire, I was 
woken up to the news of  
the untimely death of  one 
of  Nigeria's finest female 
gospel Artistes Osinachi 
Nwachukwu who was 
said to have died as a result 
of  cancer on 8th April 
2022.

“ T h i s  c o u l d  h ave 
passed as one of  those 
news unti l  new facts 
started emerging that she 
d i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
domestic violence.

“The Federal Ministry 
of  Women Affairs under 
my watch will prosecute 
this matter to get justice for 
Osinachi.”

arrested and taken to the 
Lamgbasa Police Station 
and during interrogation, 
he confessed that he 
killed his girlfriend six 
days ago. 

“We learnt that the 
boy offered N6m to kill 
the case; we also learnt 
that he brought the 
girlfriend from the village 
and they just moved into 
the estate.” 

The state Police 
Public Relations Officer, 

Benjamin Hundeyin, 
confirmed the incident, 
adding that the deceased 
and the suspect were 
lovers. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T w o  
suspects, Ifeanyi Njoku 
and Mbam Atunmufor, 
36, have been arrested. 
T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
transferred to the State 
Criminal Investigation 
a n d  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Department, Yaba, for 
further investigation. 
Njoku was the one that 
rented the apartment.” 
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Man kills girlfriend, sleeps with corpse for six days

Ekwueme singer, Osinachi's death:
Fed Govt promises justice 

NDLEA destroys 17 suspected cannabis sativa
farms in Edo

Gunmen kill 19 in
Benue communities

Scene of the incident

NDLEA officials at one of the farms



h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  TNigeria's electricity 
g r i d  a c t u a l l y  

occurred twice – on Friday 
and Saturday last week 
despite concerted efforts to 
stabilise the power system, a 
Federal Government report 
seen in Abuja showed. 

Data in the report, 
which was obtained from 
the Federal Ministry of  
Power, showed that the 
quantum of  electricity on 
the grid crashed from over 
3,000 megawatts on Friday, 
April 8, 2022, to as low as 
10MW around 21.00 hours 
same day. 

Also, another collapse 
o f  the  na t iona l  g r id  
occurred on Saturday, April 
9, 2022, as the nation's 
power system collapsed to 
33MW around 01.00 hours, 
after it had earlier posted a 
p e a k  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
3,281.50MW at 00.00 hours 
the same day. 

The report, however, 
ind ica ted  tha t  power  
generation on the grid 
moved up on Sunday, April 
10, 2022, as the off-peak on 
tha t  day  was  pu t  a t  
3,117.40MW, while the 
p e a k  ge n e r a t i o n  wa s  
3,658.80MW.

It was further observed 
that of  06.00 hours on 
Monday, April 11, 2022, the 
quantum of  power on the 
n a t i o n a l  g r i d  w a s  

infrastructure by citizens is 
difficult to comprehend. 

 “It is important to 
improve security but the 
infrastructure is vast, spans 
thousands of  kilometers, and 
has multiple risk points. 
When citizens sabotage 
infrastructure, it leads you to 
question if  we want to 
progress  as  a  nat ion.  
Hardship inflicted on fellow 

n view of  a viral web Il i n k , 
https://bit. ly/NCC-

Sim-Unbar-Gov-Ng, being 
circulated on social media 
and some websites, the 
Nigerian Communications 
Commission, NCC has said 
that telecoms consumers 
whose Subscriber Identity 
Module, SIM cards were 
barred from making calls will 
not be unbarred by the 
service providers until they 
are linked with the National 
Identification Numbers, 
NINs of  the SIM holders.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement released by the 
commission, the link and 
accompanying narrative 
r e p r e s e n t  p a t e n t 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
disinformation certainly 
designed to mislead the 
general public about the SIM 
cards barred from making 
calls due to non-linkage with 
NIN at the set deadline.

The statement read: 
“The mis leading,  v i ra l 
message mischievously 
displays NCC logo and 
o s t e n s i b l y  p r o m i s e s 
members of  the public that, 
by clicking the web link and 
f o l l o w i n g  f u r t h e r 
instructions in that regard, 
subscribers with barred SIM 

cards can unbar such SIMs 
across mobile networks 
without a valid NIN.

“For the avoidance of  
doubt, the NCC wishes to 
state categorically that it 
n e v e r  i s s u e d  s u c h  a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  d i r e c t i n g 
subscribers or indicating that 
subscribers can unbar their 
SIM without a NIN. As such, 
the originators and peddlers 
of  the spurious message were 
out to mischievously mislead 
unsuspecting members of  
the public. Therefore, their 
m e s s a g e  s h o u l d  b e 
disregarded.

“ T h e  N C C  i s  t h e 
n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t o r y 
a u t h o r i t y  f o r 
te lecommunicat ions  in 
Nigeria, and it is co-driving 
the process of  the NIN-SIM 
linkage with the National 
I d e n t i t y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Commission (NIMC) as 
directed by the Federal 
Government.

“The Commission will 
not, under any circumstance, 
act contrary to the Federal 
Government's directive to 
MNOs to bar SIMs cards not 
l inked  to  NINs  a t  the 
ex p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a s t 
deadline given for the NIN-
SIM linkage exercise.”

Having disclaimed the 

false viral message, the 
Commiss ion wishes  to 
officially inform affected 
telecom subscribers on how 
they can get their SIMs 
actively connected to make 
calls.

I t  s a i d :  “ F i r s t ,  f o r 
subscribers that have not 
registered for their NIN, 
what to do is to get their SIM 
registered at accredited 
centres across the country 
and then link the NIN with 
their SIM cards through 
channels provided by their 
service providers.

“ S e c o n d l y ,  f o r 
subscribers with registered 
NINs, what to do is to simply 
go and link the NIN with 
their SIMs through channels 
provided by their service 
providers.

“The NCC, therefore, 
uses this opportunity to 
reiterate its commitment to 
the Federal Government's 
directive on the NIN-SIM 
Linkage to among others, 
strengthen security situation 
in the country, assist in other 
socio-economic planning 
activities of  the government, 
as well as to always advance 
the course of  consumer 
protection from fal l ing 
victim to the antics of  cyber 
fraudsters.”

we must protect it.” 
T h e  F e d e r a l  

Gover nment  had  a l so  
announced on Saturday that 
the Nigerian Regulatory 
Commission and the System 
Operator were investigating 
the causes of  the recurrent 
power grid collapse that had 
repeatedly led to widespread 
blackouts across the country. 

3,623.90MW, indicating a 
marginal drop of  34.9MW 
when compared to the 
p r e v i o u s  d a y ' s  p e a k  
generation. 

T h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  
Nigeria's electricity grid had 
continued amidst efforts to 
halt the recurrent issue. 

L a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e  
national grid collapsed 
twice within a space of  two 
days, a development that 
m a d e  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government summon a 
meeting of  stakeholders to 
address the issue. 

But despite the about 
two days meeting that was 
held at the instance of  the 
power minister in Abuja last 
month, the grid collapsed 
twice again last week, as this 
happened in less than two 
days, going by the latest 
document seen by our 
correspondent. 

The Special Adviser to 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  
Infrastructure,  Ahmed 
Zakari, had blamed the 
recent collapse on the 
s a b o t a g e  o f  p o w e r  
infrastructure, describing 
the act as one that was 
difficult to comprehend. 

Power dis tr ibut ion 
companies had confirmed 
the recent grid collapse, as 
they explained that it was 
w h a t  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  
widespread blackout in 
Nigeria at the weekend.

The Abuja Electricity 
Distr ibut ion Company 
stated that the collapse 
resulted in a power outage in 
its area of  operation, which 
covered about five states. 

Also, Eko Electricity 
Distribution Company said 
the grid collapse affected its 
entire network. 

Reacting to this via his 
recent tweets, Zakari had 
said, “Yesterday we had a 
grid collapse, the driver was 
sabotage of  Ikot-Ekpene 
Calabar 330kv tower. The 
grid is connected, an event at 
a large power source can 
c o l l a p s e  t h e  s y s t e m .  
S a b o t a g e  o f  o u r  

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
disclosed that over 

5,000 debtors currently 
owe its agencies about 
N4.67tn. 

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Finance, Budget, and 
N a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g , 
Zainab Ahmed, said the 
government had in the 
past 18 months recovered 
N53.8bn out of  the N5.2tn 
owe d  1 0  m i n i s t r i e s , 
departments and agencies. 

The minister made the 
disclosure during the 
launch of  the Project 
L i g h t h o u s e  D e b t 
Analytics and Reporting 
platform in Abuja. 

S h e  c r e d i t e d  t h e 
project lighthouse and the 
collaborative efforts of  the 
Office of  the Account 
General for the discovery 
a n d  r e c ove r y  o f  t h e 
outstanding debts

Ahmed noted that in a 
bid to optimise revenue, 
the ministry had in 2017 
introduced the 'Project 

Lighthouse' to mine data 
from multiple sources to 
s u p p o r t  t h e 
implementation of  the 
Voluntary Assets and 
I n c o m e  D e c l a r a t i o n 
Scheme. 

According to her, the 
project seeks to, among 
other  things,  address 
issues surrounding the 
t r a c k i n g  a n d 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
gover nment  pol ic ies, 
initiatives, programmes 
and mandates. 

S h e  s a i d ,  “ A 
perfunctory review of  
perce ived  s igni f i cant 
leakages in government 
led the FMFBNP to issue a 
directive on September 26, 
2019, to all government 
agenc ie s  in  a  b id  to 
aggregate all government 
debts across all Ministries, 
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d 
Agencies, with a view to 
having a single window on 
the credit profile of  the 
government. 

“Sequel to the issuance 

of  the finance circular, the 
minis t r y  through the 
consolidation efforts of  
the project, has been able 
to aggregate monumental 
debts of  approximately 
N5.2trn. 

“These debts came to 
the spotlight from data 
aggregated from over 
5,000 debtors across 10 
Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies. 

“ W o r k i n g  i n 
collaboration with the 
Office of  the Accountant 
General of  the Federation, 
we have been able to 
r e c o v e r  t h e  s u m  o f  
N53.5bn within the last 
12-18 months, through the 
Government Integrated 
Financial Management 
Information System as a 
recovery touchpoint. 

“ H o w e v e r ,  t o 
consolidate on the current 
effort of  this project, a debt 
recovery application has 
been built to be monitored 
by the new Debt Recovery 
Unit.” 

citizens is unconscionable.”
He added, “We will 

w o r k  t o  i n n o v a t e  
infras t r ucture  secur i ty  
protocol but securing our 
infrastructure must be 
everyone's work. If  you see 
s o m e o n e  d a m a g i n g  
infrastructure please take 
action to report to authorities 
or intervene if  possible. This 
is our 'common wealth' and 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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National grid collapsed twice to 10MW, 33MW last week – FG report

Over 5,000 debtors owe FG agencies
N4.67tn – Finance minister

NIN: NCC warns Nigerians to
disregard viral link to unblock on
social media
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P
etty fruit sellers in 
Owerri, the Imo 
State capital, have 

decried the unchecked illicit 
activities of  men and women 
of  the said disbanded 
Imo State Environmental 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
Commission (ENTRACO). 

The fruit sellers who are 
mainly married women had 
lamented that since the Imo 
State Government seemingly 
publicly pronounced the 
ban on ENTRACO in the 
state, the commission’s men 
and women had intensified 
intimidation, harassment 
without no fault only to 
extort money from them.

Some of  the fruit sellers, 
Mrs. Stella Ogueri, Mrs. 
Ann Chukwu and Mrs. 
Ifeoma Ibe, who exclusively 
spoke to News Echo at 

By Ikenna Orioha Ama JK, near NEPA Office, 
in Owerri, on Tuesday, 
lamented that some touts 
who identified themselves 
as officials of  ENTRACO 
over the years have been 
coming around to extort 
money from them with 
intimidation, regretting that 
any person who challenges 
them (the touts) would have 
her commodity ceased and 
carted away and sold to 
willing unthinkable buyers 
at any amount.

According to Mrs. Stella 
Ogueri (who sells mango), 
“we have been suffering 
and seeing hell in the hands 
of  men of  the disbanded 
ENTRACO officials 
who always come by to 
intimidate fruit sellers with 
the ulterior motif  to extort 
money from us. Some times, 
we pay N500 per basket of  
mango,  bag of  cucumber or 
and pear at many occasions, 

Petty fruit sellers decry intimidation, 
extortion by ENTRACO in Owerri

Special report

…Urge govt to take stiff  action against touting
they cart away our goods, 
citing traffic obstruction 
which is not true because we 
are always orderly and we 
do not block the main road. 
If  we pay N500 for a goods 
of  N4000 or N5000, then 
how much would we gain 
from the petty business after 
removing transport fare. We 
cannot continue to tolerate 
this nonsense even in our 
own state”.

For Mrs. Ifeoma Ibe 
(who sells mango and 
groundnut), “government 
should critically look into 
the criminal operation of  
these so-called ENTRACO 
workers who always come 
here to harass and extort 
banana, mango, orange, 
cucumber, pear cocoanut 
and watermelon sellers. We 
are being pushed to the wall 
by these criminals. And we 
are being tempted to stage 
a revolt against ENTRACO 

and government. The 
most annoying part of  it 
is that these hoodlums 
extort us in the presence 
of  security officials who 
are also dubiously focused 
on extorting motorists by 
Owerri Municipal Council 
Headquarters, causing 
traffic gridlock and chaos 
with government doing 
practically nothing to stop 
them”.

With Mrs. Ann Chukwu 
(banana and coconut seller) 
decrying “assault being 
meted out on some of  us who 
prove adamant to comply nor 
question their illegal activity. 
If  these extortion, beating 
and degradation continue, 
we may be forced to take 
laws into our own hands. 
Our helpless husbands and 
children are not happy about 
all these anomalies and 
dehumanization we get from 
this disbanded ENTRACO 

workers. Enough of  this”.
It could be recalled 

that late last year, the Imo 
State Government led by 
Governor Hope Uzodimma, 
officially announced the 
ban on ENTRACO in 
the state given to alleged 
criminalisation of  the 
commission hence the illicit 
activities of  some of  its 
workers.

Unfortunately, after 
the ban, the same set of  
people are still carrying out 
nefarious activities against 
motorists, traders, fruit 
sellers, breaching peace, 
calmness and orderliness in 
the state.

Truly, if  government 
had disbanded ENTRACO, 
it should take immediate 
action against them by 
arresting, prosecuting and 
imprisoning them to serve as 
deterrent to others.
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l e x  I w o b i ' s 

Adramatic 99th -
minute winner 

against Newcastle United 
h a s  b e e n  v o t e d  b y 
Evertonians as the Club's 
Davanti Tyres Goal of  the 
Month for March.

Iwobi calmly slotted 
home after being played in 
by Dominic  Calver t -
Lewin to send Goodison 
Park into raptures and 
secure a vital three points 
for the 10-man Toffees.

Iwobi's strike beat 

angers legend, RAlly McCoist has 
said there is no 

life or spirit about this 
c u r r e n t  M a n c h e s t e r 
United squad.

Questions continue to 
be asked of  United amid 
yet another disappointing 
season.

After  sacking Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer due to 
bad results, the Red Devils 
have not improved in any 
way and are lingering in 
the seventh position in the 
league table.

Their hopes of  a top-
four finish are all but over, 
following a 1-0 defeat at 
Everton on the weekend.

Ralf  Rangnick's men 
sit six points adrift of  
fourth-place Tottenham 
w i t h  s e ve n  f i x t u r e s 
remaining.

R a n g e r s  l e g e n d 
McCoist calls for a total 

overhaul of  the club this 
summer.

“Manchester United 
are off  it! Top four are 
miles away. There's no 
spirit or life about them!” 
He told talkSPORT.

“Man United have 
s o m e  f a n t a s t i c 
players…but they are 

taly coach, Roberto IMancini has urged 
the country not to 

f o r g e t  t h e y  r e m a i n 
European champions.

Italy will miss the 
World Cup this year after 
their qualifying failure.

Mancini said: “Sport 
is made of  victories and 
defeats. Sometimes there 
are incredible victories, 
like ours' at the Euros.

“We are  s t i l l  the 
defending champions and 
we'll be so for the next two 
years. That's important. 
Sometimes you must face 
difficult situations, like in 
football.

“We must have the 
strength to react. Great 
emotions can emerge and 
l e a d  t o  eve n  b i g ge r 
victories than the ones we 
obtained.”

NOT a good team!
T h e y  n e e d  a n 

overhaul!.
While discussing what 

challenges Erik ten Hag 
w o u l d  f a c e  a t  O l d 
T r a f f o r d  i f  f i n a l l y 
appointed, McCoist said 
to succeed at the club, the 
Dutchman must have 

aris Saint-Germain's Pve t e r a n  S p a n i s h 
defender,  Serg io 

Ramos would like to play 
four or five more years of  
top-level football before 
retiring, according to an 
interview he gave to Prime 
Video.

The 36-year-old Ramos 
joined PSG in July after 
winning the Champions 
League four times with 
Real Madrid, the 2010 
Wo r l d  C u p  a n d  t w o 
European Championships 
with Spain.

“I'd like to play between 

four and five years at the top 
before moving on to a new 
experience,” Ramos told the 
Ligue 1 broadcaster.

“I've signed for two 
years here at Paris Saint-
Germain and we are going 
to try and make that three 
years, one more, and then 
we'll see.

“As long as I can hold 
out physically, I believe I can 
remain focused,” he said.

Since his arrival in Ligue 
1, he has struggled with calf  
problems that saw him miss 
the first five months of  the 
season.

faith in himself.
“Managers have faith 

in their own ability and 
Ten Hag will have to have 
that! Ten Hag will be very 
well aware of  all the 
problems going on Man 
United.”

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fd e f e n d e r ,  G l e n 
Johnson, has urged 

the club to sign Borussia 
Dortmund stars, Erling 
H a a l a n d  a n d  J u d e 

Bellingham at the end of  the 
season if  they can afford 
them.

Johnson said this ahead 
of  Chelsea's Champions 
League second leg tie with 

Real Madrid on Tuesday 
night in Spain.

S p e a k i n g  t o 
BettingOdds, Johnson was 
asked who he would like to 
see join Chelsea, should the 
rumours suggesting that the 
Champions League holders 
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l 
underwhelming forwards, 
Romelu Lukaku and Timo 
Werner be accurate.

L u k a k u  r e - j o i n e d 
Chelsea last summer from 
I n t e r  M i l a n  b u t  h a s 
struggled since his return 
with just five league goals so 
far  th is  season,  whi le 
Werner has not fared much 
better, having scored just 
nine Premier League goals 
in 51 appearances since 
moving to Stamford Bridge 
from RB Leipzig in 2020.

As a result, the club is 

now reportedly willing to 
cut its losses and reinvest in 
new transfers this summer.

A n d  J o h n s o n  h a s 
revealed who he would 
splash the cash on: “If  
Chelsea gets the money that 
they need, I would like them 
to get Jude Bellingham and 
Erling Haaland.

“They are both going to 
be super, super expensive. It 
just depends on what they 
can get for Lukaku. If  he 
goes, you are not going to 
get anywhere near the 
£97.5m they paid for him 
from Inter Milan.

“ I t  w o u l d  b e  a n 
extremely tough deal to do. 
If  you are talking about just 
strikers, however, then I 
would like Haaland to come 
in to replace any outgoing 
forwards.”

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international reportedly 
covered a total of  11.5km 
and made 26 sprints, both 
of  which were not bettered 
by any other individual on 
the pitch. Paying tribute to 
this all-action display, 
Wr i g h t  s a l u t e d  t h e 
commendable work ethic 
of  the ex-Arsenal man.

“He was magnificent, 
and he's somebody that no 
matter how he's playing – 
even when he played 
against West Ham and 

made a mistake – he does 
not stop trying to get on 
the ball, to be progressive,” 
said Wright on Match of  
the Day. “It was his work 
rate today. This is the kind 
of  performance you want 
to see from somebody at 
home. The Everton fans 
want to see [it] because if  
t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  ge t 
themselves out of  this 
predicament, it's this kind 
of  work rate.”

Claire Emslie's clinical 
finish for Everton Women 
a g a i n s t  M a n c h e s t e r 
United at Old Trafford to 
second place in the vote, 
with the first of  Salomon 
Ro n d o n ' s  t w o  g o a l s 
against Boreham Wood in 
third place.

Meanwhile, former 
Arsenal striker Ian Wright 
has praised Iwobi for his 
'magnificent' display in 
Everton's victory over 
Manchester United at the 
weekend.

Iwobi wins Everton's goal of the month award

They're super expensive – Glen Johnson
suggests Lukaku, Werner replacements

Man United are off it, no spirit or life
– McCoist advises Erik ten Hag

Italy coach, Mancini urges fans
not to forget Euros title 

I want five more years
at the top - Ramos

IwobiIwobiIwobi

RamosRamosRamos

Lukaku, WernerLukaku, WernerLukaku, Werner

ManciniManciniMancini
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o b e r t RL e w a n d o w s k i 
c o u l d  e n d  u p 

moving  f rom Bayer n 
Munich to Barcelona, but 
no deal has been agreed yet 
between the two clubs.

Polish broadcasters 
“TVP Sport” and “Interia 
S p o r t ”  c l a i m e d  t h a t 

apoli manager, 

NLuciano Spalletti 
says striker Victor 

Osimhen was not in great 
shape despite finding the 
back of  the net in the 3-2 
home defeat to Fiorentina 
in Serie A on Sunday. 

The Partenopei were 
dealt a major blow in their 
quest to win the Scudetto as 
the visitors scored through 
N i c o l a s  G o n z a l e z , 
Jonathan Ikone and Arthur 
Cabral to claim maximum 
p o i n t s  a t  t h e  D i e g o 

A r m a n d o  M a r a d o n a 
Stadium. 

Despite a late rally that 
saw Napoli score through 
D r i e s  M e r t e n s  a n d 
Osimhen – his 12th league 
goal in 21 appearances, 
Fiorentina stayed tight at 
the back to inflict on Napoli 
their sixth defeat of  the 
season. 

“Fiorentina play man 
against man, Milenkovic 
pushes far up to chase his 
man and leaves  these 
spaces we could've made 

more of. If  you don't have 
the quality to dribble your 
way out of  trouble, then 
you end up with long balls,” 
Spalletti told DAZN as 
quoted by Football Italia.

“Osimhen wasn't in the 
best shape as he skipped a 
couple of  training sessions. 
He did well, but could've 
d o n e  b e t t e r  i n  t h e s e 
physical duels with Igor.”

The 63-year-old Italian 
manager further described 
Napoli's result as a “costly 
defeat.” 

“This is a very costly 
defeat and in certain ways 
w a s  u n d e s e r v e d . 
Fiorentina played their 
game and earned the win, 
but we started strong, then 
tried to play too long and 
a l lowed them to  take 
control of  midfield. 

“When we conceded 
the second goal, it all 
became far more difficult. 
We have to take some of  the 
blame for what happened, 
but it's so disappointing 
because  the  fans,  the 
attitude of  the whole team 
throughout the week was 
the right one.” 

On losing five league 
matches at home, Spalletti 
said, “They are all to be 
taken individually, I don't 
see any recurring problem 
we can work on or blame. 

“Of  course,  things 
change, because clearly 
now it's all more difficult. 
We have no choice other 
than to be professional, try 
to win the next game, and 
see what happens. It is no 
longer in our hands.” 

part of  Lewandowski.
The Poland skipper's 

contract at Bayern runs 
until June 2023, but Sport1 
says he will discuss the 
possibility of  a new deal 
with the Bavarian side first 
before considering a move 
away.

The report goes on to 
say that Lewandowski's 
d e p a r t u r e  i s  s t i l l  a 
possibility and his advisor 
Pini Zahavi is in exchange 
with numerous top clubs, 

x - M a n c h e s t e r EU n i t e d  s t r i k e r, 
Dimitar Berbatov 

believes the club can still 
qualify for the Champions 
League.

S a t u r d ay ' s  l o s s  t o 
Everton saw United stay in 
seventh spot in the table and 
six points adrift of  fourth-
placed Tottenham Hotspur.

“ We l l ,  i t ' s  b e e n  a 
difficult season, that's for 
s u r e,”  B e r b a t o v  t o l d 
MUTV.

“Tha t  l o s s  aga ins t 

igeria will take on 

NM e x i c o  i n  a 
friendly ahead of  

the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar.

Although the Super 
Eagles failed to qualify for 
the tournament, El Tri are 
among the 29 countries 
that have already booked 
their places.

Mexico  qua l i f i ed 
a longside the United 

afael Nadal has Rnot yet been able 
to resume training 

with a racket, said one of  
his team members said on 
Tuesday, adding that the 
w o r l d  N o .  4  w i l l 
“ l o g i c a l ly ”  m i s s  t h e 
Barcelona tournament 
next week.

“He is still suffering 
f rom his  r ibs  and as 
expected when his injury 
was announced, he needs 
four to six weeks. We are at 
three, so logically he will 
not be able to play again in 
Barcelona,” a person close 
to Nadal told AFP.

“He does the gym, but 
nothing that hurts him and 

therefore obviously not 
with the racket.”

After Nadal went down 
to his first loss of  the year 
to Taylor Fritz in the 
Indian Wells final, the 35-
year-old Spaniard said he 
had suf fered a  s t ress 
fracture of  a rib in the 
semi-final against 18-year-
old compatriot Carlos 
Alcaraz.

He has already missed 
the Miami Masters on 
hard court and Monte 
Carlo, which opens the 
European  c lay  cour t 
season.

T h e  n e x t  M a s t e r s 
events are Madrid starting 
on May 1 and then Rome 

beginning on May 8. The 
French Open begins on 
May 22. Nadal has won 
the title at Roland Garros 
13 times.

States of  America and 
C a n a d a  f r o m  N o r t h 
America.

Nigeria made it to the 
final African qualifying 
round for the tournament, 
but lost out after drawing 
1-1 with Ghana at the 
Moshood Abiola Stadium 
in Abuja.

T h e  B l a c k  S t a r s 
j o i n e d  S e n e g a l , 
C a m e r o o n ,  Tu n i s i a , 

M o r o c c o  a s  A f r i c a ' s 
flagbearers.

L e d  b y  G e r a r d o 
Martino, El Tri will face 
t h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s  i n 
September as part of  four 
friendly games lined up to 
prepare Mexico for the 
challenges at the World 
Cup, according to Medio 
Tiempo.

In Qatar, Mexico has 
been drawn in Group C 
against Argentina, Poland, 
and Saudi Arabia.

Everton didn't help, at all. 
The chance is still there, for 
sure, but Spurs are leading 
the chase for the top four.

“Until the end of  the 
s e a s o n ,  a s  w e  h a v e 
witnessed before in the past, 
you never know.

“So I still hope United 
will  pull  together and 
qualify for the top four. I 
want to watch United in the 
Champions League, where 
they belong, and I still think 
they have a chance to do 
that.

Lewandowski would leave 
Bayern and an agreement 
had been reached with the 
Catalan club.

R e p o r t s  w e r e 
c i r c u l a t i n g  t h a t 
L e w a n d o w s k i  h a d 
informed the top brass at 
Bayern Munich of  his 
decision.

a n d  B a r c e l o n a  i s 
mentioned as a potential 
buyer.

Lewandowski is high 
on Barcelona's list as a 
cheaper option to Erling 
Haaland, who is deemed 
to be too expensive.

But Bayern will only let 
L e w a n d o w s k i  l e a v e 
s h o u l d  t h e y  f i n d  a n 
adequate replacement. If  
there is a stalemate and the 
Pole does not renew or find 
a move, then he will go into 

However, information 
gathered by Eurosport 
Germany says that no deal 
h a s  b e e n  a g r e e d  ye t 
between the Catalan club 
and the 33-year-old.

No meeting had taken 
place with CEO Oliver 
Kahn and sports director 
Hasan Salihamidzic on the 

the  f ina l  year  o f  h i s 
contract at leave Bavaria 
next year.

L e w a n d o w s k i  h a s 
continued his sensational 
goalscoring form this 
season after netting 46 
goals in 40 matches across 
all competitions.

His consistent deadly 
form in front of  goal has 
seen the Pole win the Best 
FIFA Men's Player award 
in 2020 and 2021.
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No deal agreed between Lewandowski and Barcelona –  Report

Man Utd not out of Champions
League race, Berbatov insists

Osimhen not in best shape against
Fiorentina – Spalletti

2022 World Cup: Super Eagles to
play Mexico

Tennis: Injured Nadal to miss
Barcelona tournament

BerbatovBerbatovBerbatov

LewandowskiLewandowskiLewandowski

Osimhen with his Serie A player of the month award for MarchOsimhen with his Serie A player of the month award for MarchOsimhen with his Serie A player of the month award for March

NadalNadalNadal
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The fresh news people

hen the ten- gigantic 

Wblocks of  the Imo 
State Secretariat 

was  bu i l t  by  the  fo r mer 
g ove r n o r,  C h i e f  A c h i k e 
U d e n w a  d u r i n g  h i s 
administration in 1999, the 
buildings were model of  how 
state Secretariats should be as 
they had all the facilities that 
e n h a n c e d  g o o d  wo r k i n g 
condition for the civil servants. 
It was a pride to tell someone 
that you were a civil servant.

Coming to work, even early 
was a delight and a thing of  joy. 
The facilities to work with were 
there.  Each building had 
conference hall, toilet facility, 
water, 24-hour electricity, 
cleaned premises and each of  
the offices was designed and 
d e c k e d  w i t h  d e s k t o p s , 
television sets, tables, chairs 
and air-conditioners for work 
convenience.

Other states of  the South 
East borrowed a leaf  from Imo 
State Secretariat in building 
theirs. The three-storey ten 
gigantic buildings were tourism 
of  sort to behold. The serenity 
of  the environment increased 
product iv i ty  of  the  c iv i l 
servants.

When Udenwa left in 2007 
and former governor Ikedi 
Ohakim came in. Between 
2007 and 2011, Chief  Ohakim 

maintained the status-quo in 
terms of  ensuring that the 
structures of  the building were 
maintained. The civil servants 
enjoyed the serenity of  the 
Secretariat, some persons 
visited the Secretariat just to 
appreciate the aesthetics and 
architectural, state of  the art 
design of  the buildings.

All the structures were 
intact during the leadership of  
Ohakim. There was pin-drop 
silence when one entered the 
Secretariat because of  the 
concentration of  work by the 
workers; electricity and water 
were constantly in supply. The 
one power source was readily 
available whenever EEDC goes 
off. The well arranged flowers 
in the premises were neatly 
hedged.

Things turned upside-down 
in the eight years of  former 
gover nor  Owel le  Rochas 
Okorocha (2011-2019). All the 
facilities that adorned the 
Secretariat and made it delight 
of  both residents and visitors 
were left to decay, to the extent 
that the one source power 
generator was carted away, 
EEDC disconnected all the 
light for lack of  payment by the 
state government with civil 
se r vants  s t r ugg l ing  wi th 
overgrown grasses to enter their 
offices.

The pathetic state of  the 
Secretariat was that Okorocha's 
led administration abandoned 
the place, so much so that there 
was no water, electricity to 
worrisome extent that top civil 
ser vants,  l ike  permanent 
secretaries and commissioners 
were coming to work with their 
25-litre jerry can for flushing in 
the toiletries. It got to a point 
that each ministry bought their 
own generator set, so that when 
one visited the Secretariat, one 
thought one was at industrial 
layout. The noisy atmosphere 
was so nauseating.

This atmosphere reduced 
the  product iv i ty  of  c iv i l 
servants and waned the zeal 
and commitment of  civil 
servants, even interest of  going 
to work was affected

When former governor 
Emeka Ihedioha came in, he 
restored the electricity and 
water. Life came back to the 
S e c r e t a r i a t  a s  h i s 
administration paid the arrears 
owed EEDC. That effort was 
short-lived.

It will be noted with dismay 
that the sorry situation of  the 
Secretariat when Okorocha 
was the governor has returned 
as  some  commiss ioner s, 
permanent secretaries and 
directors come to work with 
water to use in the toiletries 

because there is no electricity 
and no water.

The Secretariat has become 
industrial layout of  sort with 
different sounds of  generator 
s e t s  e m i t t i n g  t h e  a i r , 
unfortunately, production does 
not take place there, only 
services. I call on Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to expedite 
action towards restoring the 
glory of  the Secretariat by 
providing electricity, water, 
cleaning up the premises, 
ensuring that the fittings of  the 
Secretariat are restored for 
productivity.

This, it is believed will bring 
back the vitiated zeal and 
product iv i ty  of  the  c iv i l 
servants as a result of  not-too-
convenient working condition. 
As the government provides 
transport system to ease the 
stress of  civil servants going to 

wo r k ,  i t  c a n  a l s o  p r ov i d e 
conducive work place needed to 
produce results. Very recently, the 
place is wearing good look at the 
government of  Uzodimma has 
started remedial work on the state 
secretariat.

It is expected that when this is 
completely done, the civil servants 
will be able to contribute their 
quota in developing the state by 
being best of  civil servants in 
support of  the state. The state 
government can begin to create 
little portions in the large expanse 
of  land in the secretariat for the 
planting of  biofortified vitamin A 
maize, cassava, orange flesh sweet 
potato, especially now that the 
farming season is here. The civil 
servants should not only provide 
services, they should also be 
product-oriented because that is 
the way to go.

Age: 18 years

Hobbies: Playing music, dancing

Occupation: Student/Model
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Activating the infrastructural,
productive sense at Imo State Secretariat

Man kills girlfriend, sleeps with
corpse for six days

Supreme Court upholds
2020 Imo PDP Congress
…Judgment vindicates party’s democratic genuineness – Ekezie 


