
EISSN: 2736-0548   MONDAY 11 – TUESDAY 12 APRIL, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 41

Pg. 10

Pg. 6

Pg. 12

Pg. 11

Pg. 13

Pg. 6

Pg. 2

Bread price to be
reviewed upwards
– Master Bakers

Food crises

Third increment in 4 months
A bag of  flour now N23, 000, Wheat N26, 000,
Sugar N25, 000, Veg. oil sold at N35, 000

Arewa Youths President, Yerima Shettima
denies threatening secession if PDP, APC
give Igbos presidential ticket

Civil servants turn keke operators, farmers
over poor salaries
...We will punish truancy – Abia HoS, Wamah

Osinachi’s death: Churches must take domestic violence
seriously – Ezekwesili

Alleged NIN fraud: Citizens accuse Garden Park
Business Centre, Owerri Municipal Council, others

I will be running for president – Amaechi

Ndigbo have cried
enough about
marginalization
– Gov Uzodimma

UzodimmaUzodimmaUzodimma

Late OsinachiLate OsinachiLate Osinachi
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News

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

Enugu Varsity partners private sector to boost
Institute for Peace, Conflict, Development Studies

Anambra NLC crisis: Head of Service, 
Igwegbe calls for truce
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state Head 
of  Service Mrs The-
odora Igwegbe has 

called for peace to reign 
among the leadership of  the 
Nigeria Labour Congress of  
the Anambra State chapter 
and as well resolved the feud 
that has existed for sometime 
in the union. Hon Igwegbe 
made this resolve at a final 
meeting held recently at the 
Conference room of  the of-
fice of  the Head of  Service 
and National Union of  Lo-
cal Government Employ-
ees, NULGE Secretariat in 
Awka. The Head of  Service, 
Mrs Igwegbe urged everyone 
to give peace a chance since 
every position one occupies 
should be for true service to 
the people. Mrs Igwegbe ad-
vised members to ensure that 
they allow the simple ideolo-
gy of  truth at all times to il-
luminate their minds which 
she said is the prerequisite for 
true service to humanity and 
successful occupation of  any 
public office. She recognized 
and appreciated the interven-
tion of  the Anambra state 
Labour Veterans Forum that 
initiated the reconciliatory 
process and, in her wisdom, 
involved all State Advisory 
Council members of  the Ni-
geria Labour Congress, Ni-
geria Labour Congress past 
Chairmen, the Joint Nego-
tiation Council Chairperson 
which gave room for open 

and uninhibited dialogue. 
Mrs Igwegbe used the op-
portunity to commend the 
National Body of  the Nige-
ria Labour Congress, which 
sent its General-Secretary, 
Dr Emmanuel Ugbaja, who 
presided over the meeting. 
The General-Secretary of  the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, Dr 
Ugbaja expressed optimism 
and confidence in the level 
of  wisdom with which the 

matter was handled which 
produced Comrade Chinwe 
Orizu, Chairman of  the Ni-
geria Labour Congress, in 
Anambra State. Others pres-
ent were Comrades Nonye 
Chibueze, Humphrey Nwa-
for and Ifeanyi Nweke, Vice 
Chairmen and Comrade Gai-
us Chukwuka, Secretary and 
Comrade Sampson Chikwe-
lu, Auditor.

Vacate Osisioma flyover now or… 
Ikpeazu warns ‘recalcitrant’ street traders

T
raders The Governor 
of  Abia State, Okezie 
Ikpeazu has warned 

people he described as recalci-
trant street traders to immedi-
ately vacate anywhere around 
Osisioma flyover immediately 
or be arrested and their wares 
confiscated permanently. the 
governor noted with dismay 
that the attitude of  the street 
traders are defacing the in-
frastructure which he said is 
a flagship project of  his ad-
ministration. The governor in 
a release signed by his chief  
press secretary, Onyebuchi 
Ememanka said the space un-
der and around the Osisioma 
Flyover is not a market and 
must not be used as such, stat-
ing that the area is the gateway 
to Aba.

 “The Osisioma Flyover is 
not just flagship infrastructural 
project of  this administration, 
it is a major gateway into Aba 
and government will not allow 
the areas surrounding the ed-

ifice to be defaced by recalci-
trant street traders.

 “Consequently, the Gover-
nor has ordered all those in-
volved in any form of  trading 
under and around the Flyover 
to move out of  the area im-
mediately. No form of  trading 
there will be tolerated hence-
forth. 

The Governor has ordered 
Commissioners in charge of  
the Ministries of  Trade and 
Investment, Transport and 
Works to immediately set up 
a Joint Task Force, and work 
in conjunction with Osisioma 
Ngwa LGA and the relevant 
security agencies to carry out 
this directive. 

“Effective Monday, the 11th 
day of  April, 2022 any person 
found involved in any kind of  
trading under and around the 
Osisioma Flyover, at any time 
of  the day, shall be promptly 
arrested and his wares perma-
nently confiscated,” the gover-
nor cautioned.

Isiala Mbano Assembly Seat: Nwokoro promises 
entrepreneurial empowerment of youths
From  Ikenna Orioha,
Owerri

A
n aspirant for the 
Isiala Mbano State 
Constituency elec-

tion in 2023, Barr. Uka-
chukwu Jerry Nwokoro, 
has promised to empower 
the youths of  the area on 
entrepreneurial skills so that 
they eke out a proper living 
for the peace, good, progress 
and security of  the locality. 
Nwokoro made the promise 
in an interview with jour-
nalists at the PDP office in 
Owerri on Thursday after 
he obtained his Expression 
of  Interest and Nomination 
Forms.

He said the feat will be 
easy for him to achieve for 
the people if  elected as their 
representative in 2023 gen-
eral election, because he has 

been an entrepreneur even 
for over 25 years, saying 
nothing will stop him from 
empowering the people espe-
cially the youth on trading, 
commerce and industry that 
will encourage development 
and security at the constitu-
ency. He said “By the grace 
of  God, I will emerge victo-
rious in the PDP primaries 
and I will win the general 
election because I have the 
support of  my people, being 
a human and development - 
oriented person. I have been 
an entrepreneur for over 25 
years and I will empower 
youths of  Isiala Mbano to 
help them take advantage of  
business to meet their needs, 
as well as brighten their fu-
ture and existence”. Nwoko-
ro added that as a lawyer of  
repute he will make sure he 

abides by the rules of  PDP, 
stressing the importance of  
quality representation which 
he vowed he would make 
his watchword to internalize 
democracy and rule of  law, 
regretting that the people of  
Isiala Mbano have been suf-
fering from bad representa-
tion and highhandedness 
which he vowed to expunge 
for the people to have free-
dom. 

He thanked the party for 
the opportunity and the ac-
ceptance for the forms, even 
as he described the PDP as 
a party to beat which is de-
termined to change the face 
of  politics and governance 
to meeting the needs of  Imo 
people, appealing to the peo-
ple to fully support his aspi-
ration as he vowed never to 
disappoint them if  elected.

h e  E nu g u  S t a t e TU n i v e r s i t y  o f  
S c i e n c e  a n d 

Technology (ESUT) has 
said it has mapped out plans 
to partner the private sector 
organizations in boosting 
operations of  the Institute 
for peace, Conflict and 
D eve l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s 
(IPCDS) in the university.  
It posited that no nation, 
whether  deve loped or 
developing such as Nigeria 
can record any meaningful 
feat in an atmosphere of  
crisis and Insecurity as 
presently being witnessed in 
N i g e r i a .  T h e  n e w l y 
appointed Vice Chancellor 
of  the ESUT, Professor 
Aloysius Okolie, stated this 
a t  the  weekend whi le 
speaking in Enugu during 

the Orientation exercise for 
the 2021/2022 Academic 
Session of  new Course 
participants/ Students of  
the  IPCDS.  Professor 
Okolie who lauded the 
Director of  the Institute, 
Professor Felix Asogwa, on 
the manner he had been 
piloting affairs of  the Centre 
s i n c e  i n c e p t i o n ,  a l s o 
expressed dissatisfaction on 
the issue of  inconsistency in 
organizing convocation 
c e r e m o n i e s  i n  t h e 
University. Okolie disclosed 
that (ESUT) under his 
w a t c h  w o u l d  s o o n 
embarked on aggressive 
marketing of  IPCD$ as well 
as seek partnership with the 
private sector with a view to 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i t s 
operations. The VC who 
e q u a l l y  a d v i s e d  t h e 
students, including those of  
post graduate to brace up to 

the challenges and  take 
their studied very seriously, 
warned that henceforth, his 
administration will not sign 
the certificates of  students 
with less than 75  percent 
attendance.

Professor Okolie, also 
hinted that henceforth, all 
the activities of  IPCDS, 
departments, Directorate, 
among others, must be 
uploaded to enable the 
world know about of  the 
university and what it 
offers. He expressed dismay 
that ESUT, held its last 
c o nvo c a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 7 , 
leading to present back log 
of  unsigned Certificates 
numbering over 20, 000, 
assuring that he would work  
hard and ensure that the 
narrative changes, but in 
terms of  holding regular 
convocations when a new 
Chancellor is appointed.

Bread price to be reviewed upwards
– Master Bakers
...Third increment in 4 months
...A bag of  flour costs N23, 000, Wheat for N26, 000, Sugar N25, 000,
Veg. oil sold at N35, 000

ir Christopher Uba, the 

SC h a i r m a n  o f , 
Association of  Master 

Bakers, Abia Chapter has 
said their recent bread price 
increase will soon be further 
reviewed upwards. Uba who 
disclosed this in Aba, the 
commercial hub of  Abia 
State during an interview 
with newsmen said although 
the price increase in March 
was the second in four 
months, they would increase 
the price again as inflation is 
taking a toll on the markets. 
News Echo reports that the 
bakers in Abia increased the 
price of  bread on March 23 

to buy a truckload of  firewood 
for N30, 000 adding that now 
it had gone up to N70, 000 and 
N80, 000 as the case may be. 
The bakers' chairman said 
that they would soon increase 
the price again to remain in 
bus iness  as  the  cos t  o f  
production was going up 
daily. He said they were 

following hike in the price of  
materials used for baking 
bread. Uba said they were 
forced to increase the price of  
the staple food because of  
daily increases in the price of  
materials used in making 
bread. According to Uba, 
bakers in Abia increased the 
price of  bread late compared 
t o  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n 
Anambra who increased 
theirs before Abia and based 
on how things are already in 
the markets.

He said, "We made efforts 
before increasing the price of  
bread to make our customers 
understand that the price of  
materials for making bread 
had gone up. “A bag of  flour 

experiencing now reduced 
demand for bread because 
most people are no longer 
willing to buy bread at the new 
price. Uba said that the bakers 
have also cut the rate of  bread 
production to reduce losses 
arising from reduced demand 
for bread. He said that the 
b a k e r s  k n o w i n g  t h e 

now in N23, 000 as against 
N10, 000 /N15, 000 from 
where it jumped to N21, 
000.” Yesterday, we bought it 
at N22, 500 and very soon it 
might hit N25, 000. "We were 
buying a carton of  wheat at 
N2,500 but now a carton of  
wheat is sold at N26, 000 and 
other inputs. The price of  
Sugar is N25, 000 as against 
N15,000 some months ago. 
"The price of  a carton of  
butter which we used to buy 
at the price of  N5000 before is 
now sold at N17, 500. Before 
now a 25-litre jerrycan of  
groundnut oil was sold at 
N15,000 but now it is sold at 
N31, 500 to N33, 500."

Uba further said they used 

impor tance of  bread to 
Nigerians have tried to reach 
the government to help check 
rising inflation but failed to get 
them to act. Uba pleaded with 
both the Federal and the state 
governments to take actions 
that would reduce the cost of  
bread to enable the poor man 
to eat bread.

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba



News

From Grace Ofurum, 
Owerri

T
he Governor of  Imo 
state, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has 

charged traditional rulers 
in the state to always sup-
port the effort of  the pres-
ent administration to rid 
the communities of  crimes 
and ensure peace in their 
domain. Uzodimma stated 

Uzodimma urges Traditional Rulers
to maintain peace in communities

this during the inaugura-
tion ceremony of  the Imo 
state council of  Traditional 
rulers led by HRH Eze BC 
Okeke. The governor in his 
goodwill message congratu-
lated the traditional rulers as 
he reminded them that they 
are the representative of  the 
government in their vari-
ous communities. He urged 
them never to condone crim-
inals as custodians of  the 

Some Leaders of Igbo Elders and Stakeholders Forum shortly after a meeting, �anked by its National Coordinator, Ikpeama.

culture and custom of  their 
communities. He assured 
them of  the government’s 
partnership with them to en-
sure that peace and stability 
reign supreme in the locali-
ties.

“We will not live with 
criminals but will chase 
them away in the state, add-
ing that nobody is stronger 
than the community and 
the traditional rulers. He 
urged the traditional rulers 

to call to order those who 
indulge in various crimes 
in the state or they have the 
law enforcement agencies 
to contend with. He further 
seized the opportunity to re-
instate some traditional rul-
ers who were recognized by 
the communities and were 
handed the staff  of  office by 
the Rochas Okorocha’s gov-
ernment but were rejected 
by the past governor, Rt Hon 
Emeka Ihedioha. The gover-

2023: It’s turn of Dunukofia to benefit from
FG - Anambra stakeholders demand equity 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

S
ome stakeholders in Du-
nukofia/Njikoka/Anoa-
cha Federal Constituen-

cy  in Anambra State, under 
the umbrella of  Dunukofia/
Njikoka/Anoacha Constitu-
ents Stakeholders, Dunuko-
fia/Njikoka/Anoacha Con-
stituents Youth Council and 
Anambra Youth Promoters 
Assembly, over the weekend, 
staged a peaceful solidarity 
protest to demand justice, fair-
ness and equity in Nigeria’s 
Democratic process.

The stakeholders demand-
ed that, for the sake of  equity, 
the people of  Dunukofia local 
government area should be 
allowed to produce the next 
Lawmaker for Dunukofia/
Njikoka/Anaocha Feder-
al Constituency, to enable 
them benefit from the Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
led-Federal Government 
projects. According to them, 
Dunukofia LGA has never 
produced a member for the 
House of  Representative, 
since the inception of  democ-
racy in Nigeria, in 1999 as 
demanded by the principle of  
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zoning. So, therefore, it is the 
turn of  Dunukofia LGA to 
benefit from the Federal Gov-
ernment projects, by allowing 
one of  the sons of  the Council 
Area, Honourable Laurence 
Ezeudu, to represent the Fed-
eral Constituency in the 2023 
general election, after being in 
a supportive page for 23 years.

 News Echo gathered that the 
Dunukofia/Njikoka/Anao-
cha Federal Constituency is 
currently under the representa-
tion of  Honourable Dozie 
Nwankwo, on the platform of  
the All Progressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA), from Enug-
wu-Ukwu in Njikoka Council 
Area. Spokesperson of  the 
solidarity groups, Comrade 
Cornel Ilokolobia, while ad-
dressing a cheering crowd at 
the Dunukofia residence of  
the Lawmaker, representing 
Dunukofia State Constituen-
cy in Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Hon, Ezeudu, 
in their continuation of  the 
group’s constant engagement 
ahead of  the 2023 election, 
appeal to the Lawmaker to 
contest the position to repre-
sent their interest at the Green 
Chamber of  the National 
Assembly Abuja.  He told 

nor reminded the traditional 
rulers that hence they were 
either elected, appointed or 
became rulers by hereditary, 
his administration will rec-
ognize them as Traditional 
rulers and will  payroll them 
like the other recognized 
traditional rulers and urged 
them to fully represent the 
interest of  the government 
in their various communi-
ties. The governor also told 
the traditional rulers not to 

the Lawmaker that the future 
of  the people of  Dunukofia/
Njikoka/Anaocha Constitu-
ency, would be more brighter 
under his representation as 
an All Progressive Congress 
(APC), lawmaker.

 “For 23 years, Dunukofia 
people have been in a sup-
portive page for Njikoka and 
Anoacha Council Areas re-
spectively; now is the turn of  
Dunukofia to test the seat as 
well, and also benefits from 
the Federal Government Con-
stituency projects.”

According to him, °In ac-
cordance with unanimous 
agreement on equity, fairness 
and principle of  rotation, it’s 
Dunukofia’s turn to produce 
the next House of  Repre-
sentatives member. °Heav-
en witnessed your practical 
representation as a two time 
House of  Assembly mem-
ber and how you have been 
consistent with the needs 
and yearnings of  others, we 
are begging you to come and 
replicate your good deeds 
here in the State Assembly by 
obliging to serve in the Green 
Chamber of  the National As-
sembly. °We are aware that 
the job requires stellar level of  

education, tried and trusted 
degree of  related hands-on ex-
perience, high moral character 
and spiritual maturity, having 
accessed other aspirants and a 
thorough search in the whole 
constituency, we insist on 
your representation because 
you have all it takes to bring 
fair, effective representation 
and sustainable development 
to our dear constituency. “So, 
on behalf  of  the groups, I am 
using this opportunity to ap-
peal to Njikoka and Anoacha 
constituents in respective of  
political and religion place-
ment, to support and allow 
Dunukofia to produce the 
next representative, for the 
sake of  Justice, Fairness and 
Equity, Ilokolobia stressed.

While appreciating the 
groups, for the peaceful 
solidarity, Hon. Laurence 
Ezeudu, promised to inform 
them of  his 2023 political po-
sition, shortly after the com-
pletion of  his consultation 
tour across stakeholders in the 
Constituency. Thousands of  
APC supporters lead by Chief  
Sam Onyegbunam and Hon.
Iyke Oliobi (Ikemba), were 
also present during the soli-
darity match.

Soludo is God sent to Anambra
- Okpoko community PG
  From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

R
esidents of  Okpoko 
in Ogbaru Local 
Government Area 

have pledged their unal-
loyed support to Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo who 
they described as God sent.
The President-General of  
Okpoko Development Un-
ion, Chief  Francis Enemuo 
who disclosed this while 
interacting with Newsmen 
in his office, in Onitsha, on 
Thursday, maintained that 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do as a seasoned techno-
crat has all it takes to move 
Anambra State to greater 
heights. 
The President-General 

urged Governor Soludo to 
bring his wealth of  experi-
ence to bear in transforming 
the economic fortunes of  
the state.
 He further used the medium 
to extol Governor Soludo 
for remembering Okpoko 
community which seems to 
be neglected by various past 
administrations and assured 
him that the community 
will continue to support his 
administration to help him 
deliver on his campaign 
promises. In their separate 
remarks, Mr Chinedu Obi 
and one of  the community 
patrons Chief  Josiah Ezei-
huaku expressed delight 
that the State is privileged 
to have a technocrat and an 
economist as governor.

be deterred by the activities 
of  those who create tension 
to destabilize the govern-
ment in their community but 
to have courage to ensure 
stability in their area. The 
chairman of  the Traditional 
Rulers Council, Eze Okeke 
assured the governor of  their 
readiness to serve the people 
and build an understanding 
with the people and the crit-
ical stakeholders in the com-
munities.

Anambra Lawmaker rejoins 
APGA after 7 months in APC  
 From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Lawmaker rep-
resenting Aguata 
Constituency 1 in 

Anambra State House of  
Assembly, Honourable 
Cater Dike-Umeh, has re-
joined the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA).
 Hon. Dike-Umeh an-
nounced his return to 
APGA at the plenary of  the 
Anambra house of  assem-
bly on Thursday.

The lawmaker, who was 
elected to the State House of  
Assembly on the platform 
of  APGA, defected to the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in September 2021, 
to support the candidate 
of  the APC, Senator Andy 
Uba, in the past November 
6, 2021 governorship elec-
tion in the state. 

Announcing his return to 
APGA, Dike-Umeh, who 
is also the Chairman House 
Committee on Health, said 
he had no justification to 
have left the party in the first 
place.

According to him, “I 

want to inform this honour-
able Assembly that I have 
successfully made a U-turn 
and retraced my steps to my 
home party, APGA, to join 
hands with Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo to develop 
Anambra State. 

“I have tendered my unre-
served apologies to my party 
leaders at the National, State 
and Ward levels and special-
ly, to my boss, Dr. Victor 
Oye, the APGA National 
Chairman, because I have 
no justification for leaving 
the party in the first place. 

“I will like to tell this house 
that I was well received by 
my home party, APGA in 
my Ward. 

He equally thanked the 
Speaker of  the House, Hon. 
Uche Okafor and other 
members of  the Assembly 
for receiving him back.

 Hon. Okechukwu Okoye, 
member representing Agua-
ta II constituency (APGA), 
and the Chairman, House 
Committee on Information, 
welcomed Dike-Umeh back 
to the party. The House, 
thereafter, adjourned plena-
ry till April 12, 2022.
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Editorial

PDP and its backstabbing 
of the South East

T
he decision of the opposition 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) to throw open its 

presidential ticket has come under 
heavy attack by all concerned, 
especially that one expected that the 
party would have zoned its ticket to 
the south in clamour for the zone 
to produce the next president of 
Nigeria.

Very recently, there has been sharp 
disagreement between the southern 
and northern leaders, as the party 
was in a dilemma whether to zone 
the Presidency to the South or not.

It was learnt that northern 
leaders, who were demanding that 
the presidential ticket of the party 
should be thrown open, hinged their 
hope on the fact that a northerner 
would emerge as the party flag 
bearer.

The southern leaders insist that 
the North had been in power in the 
country more than the South since 
independence.

There were reports that the PDP 
zoning committee had recommended 
that the party should throw its 
presidential ticket open.

But following angry reactions the 
reports generated particularly in the 
South, the party was in a dilemma 
on whether to adopt zoning or not.

A PDP stalwart, Bode George 
said the PDP constitution mandates 
zoning, adding that it would be 
unjust for it to be thrown open.

The PDP chieftain also rejected 
claims by northern elements in the 
party that the South had ruled Nigeria 
longer than the North since 1999.

“Zoning is sacrosanct and I can 
confirm to you that the committee 
in its report did not throw the ticket 
open. Observations were made as 
well as recommendations and they 
will be forwarded to the National 
Executive Committee for a final 
decision.

“Those saying the South has ruled 
longer than the North are only being 
clever by counting from 1999. They 
should count from 1960. If you are 
counting, you should start from 
number one and not number eight,” 
George said.

The former governor said the 
northern PDP elements failed at the 
2019 Presidential poll and had since 

lost their chance. He, therefore, 
maintained that 2023 must be the 
turn of the South.

He also faulted claims that only 
the North could provide the PDP 
with the needed number of votes to 
win the 2023 elections.

The Rivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike, and some presidential 
PDP aspirants met privately in Port 
Harcourt.

Those at the meeting according to 
a statement by Wike’s spokesman, 
Kelvin Ebiri, were  Governor 
of Bauchi State, Senator Bala 
Mohammed; Governor of Sokoto 
State, Aminu Tambuwal; former 
Senate President, Senator Bukola 
Saraki; and a former Managing 
Director of FSB International Bank, 
Dr. Mohammed Hayatu-Deen.

Governor Wike while speaking 
to journalists after the meeting said 
their interest was to ensure that there 
was unity in the party.

Wike also expressed their interest 
in making Nigerians happy by 
developing a formidable strategy 
that would enable the PDP coast 
to victory in the 2023 presidential 
election.

“Our interest is the unity of 
the party. Our interest is to make 
Nigerians happy by making sure that 
by 2023, PDP takes over the reins of 
government because Nigerians are 
patiently waiting.  And I can assure 
you that we are going to work as a 
team to make Nigerians happy,” the 
statement reads.

Wike, who has also purchased 
the Presidential form of the PDP, 
insisted earlier in the week that he 
would not be stepping down even as 
he maintained that the ticket of the 
party be zoned to the South.

In a related development, Benue 
State Governor and Chairman, 
Zoning Committee of the PDP, 
Samuel Ortom, has dispelled reports 
that his committee had jettisoned 
zoning and thrown open the race for 
the presidential ticket of the party.

We think that some persons want 
to weep up sentiments to weigh the 
reactions that will greet the issue 
of throwing the presidential ticket 
open. Let it be known that by all 
sentiments, the presidential ticket 
should be zoned to the south.
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Can Adamu remain a senator while 
serving as APC chairman?

A
mid the chaotic 
buildup to the national 
convention of  the All 

Progressives Congress (APC), 
the fortunes of  the party ahead 
of  the 2023 general election 
appeared to be hanging in the 
balance.

However, on the day of  
the convention, the party’s 
leadership resolved to adopt the 
consensus method in selecting 
candidates for most of  the 
positions of  the APC National 
working committee (NWC).

But with the emergence 
of  two federal lawmakers — 
Abdullahi Adamu as national 
chairman and Abubakar Kyari 
as deputy national chairman 
(north) — there are questions 
on if  they can retain their 
positions in the national 
assembly.

Adamu has been 
representing Nasarawa west 
senatorial district since 2011, 
while Kyari has been in the 
senate since 2015 when he was 
first elected to represent Borno 
north.

The call for their resignation, 
echoed by Olisa Agbakoba, 
a senior advocate of  Nigeria 
(SAN), is premised on the 
Jegede Vs INEC & 3 ors case, 
where the supreme court held 
in a minority judgment that the 
election of  Rotimi Akeredolu, 
Ondo state governor, would 
have been invalidated if  Mai 
Mala Buni, then APC interim 
chairman, was joined as a party 
in the suit.

The minority judgment of  
the apex court held that Buni 
was an elected official — as 
governor of  Yobe state — and 
not supposed to have held the 
position of  APC caretaker 
committee chairman as 
stipulated in section 183 of  the 
1999 constitution.

How can a Senator lose his/
her seat?

Section 68 of  the constitution 
provides the grounds upon 
which a senator can lose his/
her seat, which includes — if  
he/she becomes a member 
of  another legislative house, 
defects from the party that 
sponsored his/her election, or 
ceases to be Nigerian.

Other conditions include 
if  the lawmaker becomes 
president, vice-president, 
governor, deputy governor, 
minister, commissioner, special 
adviser or if  he/she is recalled.

Also, one will lose the senate 
seat if  the person “becomes a 
member of  a commission or 
other body established by this 

Constitution or by any other 
law” or is absent from meetings 
of  the house without just cause 
“for a period amounting to the 
aggregate to more than one-
third of  the total number of  

days during which the house 
meets in any one year”.

‘Section 183 does not apply 
to NWC members’

Adeola Adedipe, a lawyer, 
said section 183 of  the 
constitution does not apply to 
APC NWC members.

“It should be noted that 
every case must be decided on 
its merit and peculiar facts,” he 
said.

“Section 183 of  the 
constitution is a prohibitive 
section, exclusive in application 
to a governor. This cannot 
by parity or reasoning be 
applicable to a serving senator. 
This operates by the principle 
that the express mention of  a 
thing excludes others.”

Adedipe said the provision 
of  section 68(1)(e) which 
prohibits a senator from being 
a member of  any commission 
or body established by the 
constitution or any other law 
does not apply to the NWC of  
political parties.

“It is correct that the 
political party which Senator 
Adamu belongs is registered 
with INEC, pursuant to 
section 222 of  the constitution. 
Inferentially, the political party 
is registered in alignment with 
both a legislative enactment 
and the constitution,” he said.

“The supreme court was 
right in its reasoning on (Jegede 
v INEC) 14 NWLR (Pt. 1497) 
409 at 558 – 559 per Agim 
JSC, that it is the manifesto 
of  the party that an occupier 
thereof  projects and executes 
— meaning that the political 
party is not considered as an 
external body or commission 
or company, which can be 
affected by the prohibitive 

chairman and hold any other 
position from the three arms 
of  government –executive, 
legislature and judiciary,” he 
said.

“That means you cannot 
be a governor and a national 
chairman, a judge and national 
chairman or a lawmaker and 
national chairman.”

He said if  anyone goes 
to court with that argument, 
the national chairman will be 
sacked.

“The law is talking about 
non-interference, transparency, 
fairness and equality. There 
is no way you can occupy the 
position of  an NWC and you 
are running for a post that will 
require the endorsement of  
NWC that you will be fair to 
your competitors,” he added.

They will do the right thing, 
says APC

When contacted for the 
party’s position, Felix Morka, 
APC national publicity 
secretary, said Adamu and 
Kyari will “do the right thing”.

“What I can tell you is that 
Mr Chairman is well-advised 
and has excellent counsel,” 
Morka said.

“I am confident that he will 
be doing right by the law as 
appropriate.

“He is committed to not 
just driving the party to greater 
success, but to do so following 
due process. So, I’m sure he 
will do the right thing as to 
what is expected of  him.

“Mr Chairman is 
committed to complying with 
every requirement of  law 
with respect to his office and 
functions as national chairman 
of  the party.”

Opinion 

By Bolanle Olabimtan 

section of  membership.”
Adedipe said the issue of  

conflicting interests cannot 
arise because the senators are 
occupying positions in the 
party through which they were 
elected as legislators.

‘They will be sacked if  
challenged in court’

Presenting a contrary 
opinion, Daniel Bwala, a 
lawyer and member of  the 
APC, said Adamu and Kyari 
“cannot keep sitting as serving 
senators and at the same time 
run the affairs of  the party”.

He said the word “executive” 
used in Article 17(iv) of  the 
APC constitution and section 
183 of  the constitution “refers 
to a position you come to by 
virtue of  a democratically 
conducted election — like in 
this case of  our convention”.

“In this case, the national 
chairman was duly elected. 
Even though it was a 
consensus, the consensus is 
part of  the process for electing 
the national leaders recognised 
by the party’s constitution,” he 
said.

“So, they are now occupying 
the position of  a democratically 
elected service and cannot, 
while they hold that position, 
continue to serve as senators.”

Bwala added that although 
critics can put forward the 
argument that the national 
assembly is a legislative 
position and not executive as 
stated in the constitution, “it is 
important to look at the spirit 
of  the law and the intendment 
of  the lawmakers when the 
constitution was made”.

“The intendment and 
contemplation of  law is that 
you cannot be a national 

“The Supreme 

Court was right 

in its reasoning 

on (Jegede v 

INEC) 14 NWLR 

(Pt. 1497) 409 

at 558 – 559 per 

Agim JSC, that it 

is the manifesto 

of the party that 

an occupier 

thereof projects 

and executes 

— meaning that 

the political 

party is not 

considered as an 

external body or 

commission or 

company, which 

can be affected 

by the prohibitive 

section of 

membership.”

“

Adamu, receiving the APC ag at the recent National Convention
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News

VP Osinbajo, middle, with Gov Umahi and the Deputy Governor during the commissioning of Saint Joseph twin flyover, 
Uburu over the weekend

Ezza/Effium communal war:
Reps member calls for release of Catholic 
Priest, Rev. Fr. Ngwuta
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he member repre-
senting Ezza North/
Ishielu federal con-

stituency, Ebonyi State, 
Hon. Anayo Nwonu, has 
called for the release of  a 
Catholic Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Timothy Ngwuta who has 
been in prison custody over 
the protracted communal 
war between the people of  
Ezza/Effium, Ohaukwu 
local government area of  
the state. 

The people of  Ezza and 
Effium in the local govern-
ment have been at war for 
over one year with many 
lives lost and properties 
worth billions of  naira 
destroyed. Rev. Fr. Ngwu-
ta, who was accused of  
promoting the war, was 
arrested, charged to court 
and remanded at the Ab-
akaliki Correctional Cen-
tre. Nwonu who is the 
Chairman, House of  Rep-
resentatives Committee on 
Reformatory Institutions 
visited the cleric at the 
Correctional centre and 
described his detention in 

prison custody as injustice.
He explained that he vis-

ited Ngwuta to see what he 
can do about his release.

The governorship As-
pirant under the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
in next year’s governorship 
election in the state said “I 
came here on a very pri-

vate visit to see one of  us 
here that is being remand-
ed here, Rev. Fr. Ngwuta. 
I came here to see him 
and know what we can do 
about his release. 

“This is a process that we 
are undergoing to ensure 
his freedom. What we are 
preaching in Ebonyi is that 

injustice should leave Eb-
onyi state and that is what 
we stand for.

 “I am not a catholic, I am 
a Pentecostal but church is 
church. We belief  in God 
and we believe in one God. 
The most important thing 
is that an average Ebonyi 
man is looking for justice”.

Anambra Assembly confirms 
Soludo’s 20 commissioner
nominees 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
House of  Assembly 
on Thursday con-

firmed all the 20 commis-
sioner nominees presented 
by Governor Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo. 

The confirmation fol-
lowed the adoption of  the 
report of  the assembly 
screening committee at ple-
nary on Thursday in Awka. 
Presenting the report, Chair-
man of  the Screening and 
Election Committee Mat-
ters, Hon. Pascal Agbodike 
(APGA-Ihiala 1) said that 
the 20 nominees met the 
requirements needed to be 
members of  the state execu-
tive council of  the new ad-
ministration in the state.

 Agbodike, who is also 
the Deputy Speaker of  the 
House, said they had all at-
tained the mandatory ages 
required for appointment as 
commissioners in the state 
and showed ability to serve.

Supporting the claim, 
Hon. Emeka Aforka, (AP-
GA-Orumba North) urged 
his colleagues to support the 
motion to allow the governor 
implement his developmen-
tal projects in the state. 

The lawmakers, thereaf-
ter, confirmed the nominees 
through a voice vote. In his 
remarks, the Speaker of  the 
Assembly, Rt. Honourable 
Uchenna Victor Okafor, 
urged the nominees to see 
themselves as agents of  pos-
itive change in the state. He 
also urged them to support 
the governor Soludo, in im-
plementing his policies and 
programmes to uplift the 

living condition of  Nd-An-
ambra. Okafor said the Gov-
ernor also sent another letter 
requesting the screening of  
a new Commissioner for 
Special Duties, Mr. Silvester 
Ezeakenwa, for subsequent 
confirmation.

The  nominees are; Mr 
Ifeatu Chinedu (Finance), 
Prof. Ofonze Amucheazi 
(Lands) Mr Ifeanyi Oko-
ma (Works), Ms Chiamaka 
Nnake (Budget) Dr Afam 
Obidike (Health), Mr Patrick 
Agha-mba (Youth Develop-
ment), Mrs Ifeyinwa Obinabo 
(Women/Children Afairs), 
Dr Obinna Ugonnadi, Mr Ju-
lius Chukwuemeka (Power/
Water Resources), and Prof. 
Ngozi Chuma-Udeh (Educa-
tion). 

Others are Mr Paul Nwo-
su (Information),  Dr Foster 
Ihejiofor (Agriculture), Mrs 
Patricia Igwebuike (Trans-
port), Mr Felix Odimegwu 
(Environment), Mr. Chikodi 
Anara (Home Land Afairs), 
Prof. Chika Ifemeje (Attor-
ney General/Commission-
er for Justice), Mr. Collins 
Nwabunwanne (Local Gov-
ernment Affairs), Mr Do-
natus Onyeji (Culture/En-
tertainment), Mr. Anthony 
Ifeanya (Petroleum) and Mr 
Paulinus Onyeaka (Housing).

Speaking to Journalists, 
shortly after the confirma-
tion on behalf  of  others, the 
Commissioner for Women/
Children Affairs, Mrs. Ify 
Obinabo, assured the Law-
makers that they will work 
for the collective development 
of  the state. News Echo gath-
ered that the Commissioners 
will be sworn-in on the April 
9, 2022, at the State Govern-
ment House Awka.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he governor of  Imo 
state, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma said 

that  Ndigbo has expressed 
enough grievance for their 
been marginalized in the na-
tion.

He disclosed this during a 
solidarity reception  in hon-
or of  the president general of  
Ohaneze Ndigbo worldwide, 
prof  George Obiozor whose 
county home was razed by 
unknown gunmen recently.

The governor  noted that 
the political time for an Igbo 
man to become president 
has come and urged patriotic 
leaders to wipe the historical 
tears that has befallen Ndig-
bo.

Ndigbo have cried enough about
their marginalization - Gov Uzodimma

Gov. Uzodimma who 
from all indication identified 
with the plight of  the Igbo 
race urged those agitating to 
shield their swords and opt 
for dialogue as he noted that 
dialogue and not violence is 
the vehicle that will lead the 
Igbos to the desired destina-
tion.

“ There is no evidence in 
history that any race has be-
come great through violence 
and  self  destruction which 
is tantamount to a suicide 
mission” he stated.

He maintained that the 
people who have endured 
, survived the turbulent 
and brutal times  should be 
much wiser not to bring to 
their down fall.

The governor stressed that 

no one in the country can 
deny the fact that the Ndig-
bo are zealous, patriotic and 
committed to the oneness of  
Nigeria but are only seeking 
for a level playing ground for 

all to cooperate and compete 
together.

“All Ndigbo want is justice 
, equity and fairness and  be-
lieves in the philosophy of  
Egbe bere,  Ugo bere”.  he 

stated
He noted that “Igbos are 

pan Nigeria and the long 
investment of  Igbos in all 
states in Nigeria even in far 
north shows that the faith of  

Ndigbo in the nation is un-
wavering”. He stated

He therefore urged Igbo 
political leaders and business 
men  to join hands together 
to make the Igbo race the 
envy of  all.

I am aspiring to rescue Ebonyi
from its present bondage -Anatex
From David Eze, Abakaliki

 

T
he member rep-
resenting Ezza 
North/Ishielu Fed-

eral Constituency, Anayo 
Edwin, has said that he 
is aspiring to become the 
Governor of  Ebonyi to 
rescue the State from its 
present bondage. 

Anayo, who is contest-
ing under the platform of  
the people’s Democratic 
Party. (PDP) stated this 
during his official decla-
ration for the gubernato-
rial position in Abakaliki. 
“I am inspired to aspire 

to become the next Gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi because 
I believe I can effectively 
lead the charge to rescue 
Ebonyi, our beloved State 
from the abject conditions 
of  my people which al-
ways provoke tears in my 
eyes.” he said. 

According to Anayo, 
he would focus on good 
Governance to run an 
open, accessible and ac-
countable government at 
the state and local govern-
ment level. He said his res-
cue mission would build 
a free educational system, 
enhance the healthcare 

sector and create jobs for 
unemployed people in the 
State if  elected as governor 
in 2023. The lawmaker 
further presented an eight 
point agenda on good gov-
ernance, education, health 
and wellbeing, job crea-
tion, social investment, 
agriculture, security and 
peace as well as industrial 
development. He pledged 
to unite the State as a 
grassroot politician, and 
believes that with his an-
tecedents at the National 
Assembly, he intends to do 
more if  given the mandate 
to be governor in 2023.
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I will be running for presidency - Amaechi

T
he minister for 
transportation, Rotimi 
Chibuike Amaechi 

has declared his intention to 
contest for the office of  the 
President. 

The minister made his 
intention public during a 
Thanksgiving event held 
on Saturday at the Adokie 
Amasiemaka Stadium Port 
Harcourt for the successful 
congress and convention of  
the APC.  The former Rivers 
State Governor said the 
decision to run was not easy, 
but added that his 23 years in 
public service has equipped 
him with experience and 
compassion for the ordinary 
citizens. Amaechi who will 
be running on the APC ticket, 
said his he is not running to 
fulfill any personal ambition 
but owes it as a moral duty to 
give whatever he can to serve 
the country. He admitted that 
the country is going through 
numerous challenges, but 
added that the Buhari 
administration has laid a 
good foundation for him to 
build on.

Forward with Courage
Fellow Nigerians, 
I stand before you today 

to declare my intention and 
submit my application to 
serve as your next President. 

I did not come to this 
decision lightly. I have 
served our nation for the 
last seven years as Minister 
of  Transportation. For eight 
years before that, I served 
as Governor of  Rivers State. 
In the preceding eight years 
before that, I was Speaker 
of  the Rivers State House of  
Assembly. These 23 years of  
service have equipped me not 
only with great experience 
in governance and public 
service but also compassion 
for the ordinary citizens of  
our dear country. 

After more than two 
decades in the public arena, I 
had wanted to go on holiday 
and spend more time with 
my family before charting a 
new course outside politics. 
But at 58, and a member of  
the generation born after 
independence who has seen 
the good, the bad and the ugly 
of  Nigeria, I am compelled 
by the urgency of  our 
present challenges to place 
my experience and proven 
capacity at the service of  the 
nation at the highest level.     

Those who know me can 
testify that I have always 
been a straight talker. This 
trait has not always made 
me popular, but I speak truth 
with conviction. So, allow me 
to speak the truth here today. 

We are facing some 
very serious challenges as a 
country. These are problems 
of  insecurity, challenges 
of  greater accountability 
in governance, youth 
unemployment and the 
scourge of  spiraling poverty.  

These problems are 
however not the exclusive 
preserve of  Nigeria. We live 
in a troubled world. The 
reality we used to know has 
altered in nearly every nation. 
Climate change has brought 
about food scarcity in some 
places. Population explosion 
has produced unusual 
pressure on resources and 
supplies. Poverty has become 
a challenge all over the world 
especially in the developing 
world. The Covid crisis 
has placed unanticipated 
burdens on the budgets of  
nations and put pressure on 
available resources. Trans 
border crises have erupted 
in unusual places and placed 
the internal security of  many 
nations under pressure. We 
are part of  the Sahel, an area 
of  the world that is subject 
to frequent terrorist attacks. 
Let us look at our current 
challenges as part and 
consequences of  these global 
trends.

I admit that Nigeria’s 
problems did not begin today. 
And they will not be solved 
overnight. But they are not 
beyond the capacity of  our 
people to solve. Fortunately, 
that process has already 
started.

There is an ancient 
proverb that “a society grows 
great when old men plant 
trees under whose shade they 
know they’ll never sit.” 

The current administration 
under the able leadership 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari has planted many 
such trees in Nigeria’s future. 
We have invested billions 
in infrastructure, human 
capital development and 
made reforms that will pay 
off  over time in terms of  
socio-economic growth and 
stability. We have invested 
heavily in projects and 
initiatives that will secure 
a brighter, better future for 
Nigeria. 

I am proud to have been 
part of  this success story. 
It has been an honour 
overseeing the Ministry of  
Transportation in reviving 
the moribund railways, 
and working tirelessly to 
create an integrated national 
transportation system that 
will positively impact our 
economy, trade, employment, 
business, and national 
cohesion. Have we achieved 
everything we set out to do? 
Off-course not. Could wehave 
done more? Undoubtedly, 
there is always room for 
improvement. 

On reflection, the notion of  
running for President would 
have been far beyond the 
imagination of  the young lad 
running around the streets of  
Diobu or our small compound 
in Ubima. Not to talk of  
the young indigent student 
leader, mobilizing peers at the 
University of  Port Harcourt. 
But my aspiration is not 
about fulfilling any personal 
ambition. I am contesting for 
office because I believe that it 
is my moral duty to give what 
I can in the service of  my 
country. 

To sustain and intensify 
present efforts at solving 
our national problems, our 
democracy must ensure the 
emergence of  a leadership 
that is equipped with broad 
experience in governance to 
ensure stability and continuity. 
To sustain our democracy and 
preserve our unity, we need 
a steady hand and a passion 
for success in a nation that 
remains united to pursue 
prosperity for all Nigerians. 

It is this combination 
of  experience and patriotic 
passion that I bring to the 
table. I have been in the 
political arena for 23 years. I 
have served at every level of  
government - local, state, and 
federal. I have served both as 
a political appointee and an 
elected official. I have served 
both as an executive - as 
Governor of  Rivers State and 
as a legislator - as Speaker of  
the State House of  Assembly.  

In these capacities, I did 
not just fill vacant posts. 
As a Speaker, I managed 
the legislative process in 
a difficult transition from 
military rule. As Governor, I 
defeated mercantile militancy 
and restored security. As a 
minister, I can modestly claim 
to have justified the trust of  
Nigerians.  

I do not come from a 
privileged background. I grew 
up poor. I understand how 
it feels to go without some 
meals in a day. I know the 
pain of  lack and the agony of  
want. I know what it means 
to see your parents toil just to 
keep a roof  over your family’s 
head. I know what it is to feel 
the weight of  expectation 
when you are are the only one 
in your family who enjoys 
the opportunity to attend 
university. Subsequently, 
I funded the education of  
my siblings to be university 
graduates as well. I know 
what it is to scrimp and save 
and struggle. 

In spite of  all odds, I have 
journeyed to this point. I 
could not have come this far 
without my parents, Fidelis, 
and Mary, who sacrificed 
so much for me. I could not 
have come this far without 
the support of  my siblings. I 
could not have come this far 
without the mentors, friends 
and sponsors who have 
believed in me. I could not 
have come this far without 
the precious wife of  my youth 
and my best friend, Judith, 
and my children who mean 
everything to me. I could not 
have come this far without 
the support of  Dr. Peter Odili 
and his wife. I could not 
have come this far without 
the support of  Chief  Rufus 
Ada-George. Neither could 
I have come this far without 
the support of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari. Above 
all, I could not have come this 
far without the Grace of  God. 

The next leg of  my 
political journey will be 
tough. But I am excited 
to go out and engage with 
Nigerians from every walk 
of  life. I am ready to go from 
Maiduguri to Makurdi, from 
Sokoto to Sagbama, from 
Yola to Oyo, from Badagry to 
Birnin Kebbi. To each town 
and village, I will have one 
message: Hope is around the 
corner.  

I look forward to meeting 
you in your towns, villages, 
cities, campuses, and creeks. 
I want to hear your desires, 
needs and pains. I want to 
know what matters most to 
you. I want to listen and learn. 
I will be coming with one 
assurance: I will be welcome 
everywhere because the blood 
of  every Nigerian flow in my 
veins. I shall be the president 
of  all and every Nigerian.

I believe that despite 
our cultural differences, we 
remain one people under 
God. We may speak different 
languages or worship in 
different ways, but we all want 
the same things - a better life 
for our children, the ability 
to support our families, the 
freedom to live in peace 
without fear for our lives or 
properties. 

 I have never been the 
type who folds his arms and 
complains about inadequacies 
I see around me. I have 
always jumped in with both 
feet to do whatever I can to 
help, to try and bring relief  
to those suffering, to work 
to make things right where I 
see wrong. If  you elect me as 
your President, I promise to 
play my part to the best of  my 
ability. Every day I will rise 
and go to work for you. I will 
never forget the fact that I am 
there to serve you. 

Today, I stand as an 
aspirant to the position of  
President because of  that 
same passion for people; 
that same drive for results. 
More than ever before, I am 
burning with the zeal to make 
a decisive difference in the 
lives of  all Nigerians. 

No matter the darts and 
arrows that come my way, I 
will remain steadfast because 
the stakes are too high. We 
cannot afford to fail. We 
cannot afford to veer off-
course. 

I pledge my heart, mind 
and soul to the task of  building 
a Nigeria in which every 
child can go to school, every 
young person can find work 
or support to start a business, 
every citizen can travel safely 
around the country and sleep 
at night knowing that law 
and order prevails and every 
Nigerian feels included, 
heard, and respected. 

The road ahead will be 
long and arduous. But we go 
forward with faith. 

Forward with courage. 
Forward with compassion. 
Forward with hope. 
Forward with pride for 

who we are as a people and 
who we are yet to become. 

The future is bright because 
of  YOU. 

God bless you and God 
bless the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria. 

CHIBUIKE ROTIMI 
AMAECHI
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Violence mars PDP’s meetings in 
Nsukka, Aninri LGAs, Ex-Deputy 
Senate President, Ekweremadu kicks

their intentions to run for 
the position. Amongst them 
is a former State Chairman 
of  the PDP Chief  Vita Abba 
who is already on a collision 
course with the lawmaker.

A party source who spoke 
on the violence said, “What 
we witnessed today in 
Nsukka Local Government 
Area is unprecedented. It 
is sad that thuggery has 
returned to our political 
system.

“Every right thinking 
person should condemn it; 
politics must not be a do 
or die affair. As I speak to 
you, many people sustained 
various injuries in the 
mayhem.”

He was, however, silent 
on who actually brought 
the thugs into the venue. 
It was gathered that in the 
ensuing melee, members, 
including women were seen 
in a trending video, scaling 
fence in order to escape from 
danger. Efforts to reach Hon. 
Asadu for his reaction failed 
but his close aide who spoke 
to reporters denied his boss’s 
involvement in the crisis.

When contacted, the 
Chairman of  the PDP in 
Nsukka Local Government 

Area, Hon. Fabian Onah, 
who acknowledged that there 
was an incident, said, “I am in 
a meeting now, call me back 
tomorrow.” Meanwhile, in 
a swift reaction, the former 
Deputy President of  the 
Senate, Ike Ekweremadu, 
has condemned the violence 
that marred the expanded 
stakeholders meeting of  PDP 
in Aninri Local Government 
Area of  the state.  The Enugu 
guber aspirant also described 
as unacceptable the violent 
attack on his political 
supporters and associates 
during the said meeting at 
Ndeaboh. Ekweremadu 
recalled that the attack 
left many, including the 
Member representing 
Aninri State Constituency 
in the Enugu State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Chinedu 
Okwu, critically injured 
and hospitalised, and called 
on the security agencies 
to ensure that the culprits 
were brought to book. In 
a statement by his media 
adviser, Uche Anichukwu, 
on Sunday, Ekweremadu 
said: “I received with 
utmost sadness the news 
of  the violence that marred 
the expanded stakeholders 

meeting of  the Peoples 
Democratic, PDP, in Aninri 
LGA at the weekend, as well 
as the brutal attack on my 
supporters and associates at 
the said meeting.

“The attack, which 
left many, including the 
Member representing 
Aninri State Constituency 
in the Enugu State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Chinedu 
Okwu, critically injured and 
hospitalised, is at variance 
with the peace-loving nature 
of  Aninri. Therefore, I 
condemn in strongest terms 
this attempt to stoke fire 
and political violence in 
our LGA. “I also condemn 
any attempt to pollute the 
processes leading up to the 
2023 elections in Enugu 
State with acts of  political 
intolerance, intimidation, 
violence, and destruction 
of  lives and property. That 
is not what Ndi Enugu, the 
Waawa people, are known 
for. “I, therefore, call on 
the security agencies and 
the relevant authorities 
to swing into action to 
ensure that the perpetrators 
and masterminds of  this 
brigandage are fished out 
and brought to book to 

serve as a deterrent to future 
troublemakers. “Meanwhile, 
my sympathies go to Hon. 
Chinedu Okwu and many 
others, who sustained 
various degrees of  life-
threatening injuries during 
this act of  political violence 
in our LGA “However, in 
the midst of  this clear affront 
and provocation, I urge our 
teeming supporters and the 
good people of  Aninri and 
Enugu State to maintain 
the peace. We have been 
through this road before and 
the Good Lord, who saw 
us through it all, will surely 
see us through this and to 
victory, once again”.

Senator Ekweremadu and 
his supporters do not believe 
in zoning of  governorship 
seat in the state, saying that 
the gubernatorial ticket 
should be thrown open 
for merit to reign while 
pro-governor Ugwuanyi 
supports zoning insisting 
that incumbent’s successor 
should come from Enugu-
East senatorial zone in 2023.

Interestingly, both pro and 
anti-zoning elements in the 
state hinge their arguments 
on justice, equity and fair-
play.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he meeting of  the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Nsukka 

Local Government Area of  
Enugu State on Saturday 
ended in fiasco as weapons 
were freely used by suspected 
political thugs, leaving many 
of  the party faithful injured.  
Reports had it that there was a 
similar upheaval in Aninri the 
local government home of  the 
former deputy president of  
the senate, Ike Ekweremadu, 
a popular governorship 
aspirant in 2023 poll.

A lawmaker, Hon. 
Chinedu Okwu, was 
reportedly injured during 
the fracas at Aninri local 
government secretariat 
venue of  the party”s meeting 
last Saturday.  News Echo 
Correspondent learnt 
that hell was let loss in 
Nsukka when trigger-happy 
“invaders” threw chairs and 
bottles at will forcing  party 
members including women 
to jump the walls of  party 
local government secretariat 
building, venue of  the event, 
for safety. 

The issue of  who 
represents the people for the 
Nsukka/Igbo-Eze South in 
the House of  Representatives 
position was said to have 
sparked off  the crisis. Rt. 
Hon Pay Asadu, a fourth 
term lawmaker who was 
supposed to vie for the 
Senatorial  position was 
forced by the party to return 
to the House of  Reps to give 
room for the State Governor 
Rt. Hon Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to 
go to Senate

This is said to be attracting 
anger from the people of  
Nsukka Local Government 
Area who believe it is their turn 
to take the Representatives 
position. The lawmaker is 
from Igbo-Eze South Local 
Government Area and having 
served four terms is expected 
to give way for Nsukka but 
for the Senatorial interest of  
the governor.

A source hinted that 
several other aspirants earlier 
at the PDP meeting made 

Scattered chairs, tables
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S
equel to the 
reinstatement of  15 
traditional rulers 

sacked by the previous 
administration, Igbo 
Elders and Stakeholders 
Forum has lauded the 
Governor of  Imo State, 
Hope Uzodimma, 
describing the feat as a 
giant stride in restoring 
the sanctity and dignity 
of  the state’s cultural 
heritage including the 
tradition of  Igbo nation 
in general.

The forum gave the 
commendation in a 
statement it issued, signed 
and made available to 
our reporter in Owerri, 
last week, through the 
National Coordinator 
of  Igbo Elders and 
Stakeholders Forum, His 
Lordship, Bishop Justice 
Ikpeama.

According to the forum, 
“it beats the imagination 
of  any right thinking Igbo 
how the very hallowed 
traditional institutions in 
Igbo could be so degraded 
and abused by politicians 
who find themselves in 
privileged position as 
governor of  a state for 
only just a very transient 
period of  not more than 
eight years. Such level of  
sacrilege should never be 
imagined not to talk about 
being permitted in any 
sane society. How could 
we get to the point where 
politicians were allowed 
to defile the culture of  
a people by deposing 
their traditionally 

enthroned rulers just 
because they could not 
get the compromise they 
expected from them”. The 
forum, while reflecting 
that “traditional rulers in 
Igbo are the custodians 
of  truth, justice and 
rich cultural heritage 
of  the people”, stressed 
that “they are therefore 
meant to speak truth to 
power, stand by the truth, 
without fear or favour. 
Whereas their actions and 
inactions did not favour a 

Igbo Elders Forum lauds 
Uzodimma for reinstating 
15 sacked traditional rulers  
...urges monarchs to stand by truth 

particular government in 
power does not warrant 
such government to 
contemplate changing 
them, since they are the 
custodians of  the people’s 
culture and heritage. 
As rightly emphasized 
by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, only the 
people have the right to 
choose their traditional 
rulers, government 
has no such powers, 
government’s roles simply 
ends with approving or 

By Ikenna Orioha

recognizing whoever the 
people have chosen as 
their traditional ruler”. 
The Bishop maintained 
that in order to move 
“forward the new Imo 
Elders and Stakeholders 
Forum will not sit 
and watch any future 
government play politics 
with the very sacred 
traditional institutions in 
Imo State. We will not 
hesitate to resist such 
actions if  ever they occur 
anytime in the nearest 

Some Leaders of Igbo Elders and Stakeholders Forum shortly after a meeting, 
flanked by its National Coordinator, Ikpeama.

future. We therefore, 
commend Governor Hope 
Uzodinma for reversing 
this anomaly and for his 
humility in apologising for 
the errors of  the previous 
government where this 
sacrilege was carried out”.

The forum also 
felicitated with the 
traditional rulers on 
their reinstatement and 
urged them “never to 
relent in speaking truth 
to power at all prevailing 
circumstances. We 
equally wish to appeal 
to the newly elected 
Governor of  Anambra 
State to emulate the 
actions of  Governor Hope 
Uzodimma on this matter 
and resist any temptation 
of  interfering with the 
processes of  enthroning 
a traditional ruler by 
respective communities, 
like in the case of  Alor 
Community. If  ever a 
Traditional Ruler should 
be removed, the Anambra 
State Government should 
allow due process and 
the will of  the people 
to ultimately prevail as 
this will strengthen the 
traditional institutions in 
the state”.

He vowed that “Imo 
Elders and Stakeholders 
Forum will always 
support all well-meaning 
efforts of  the traditional 
institutions in Imo State 
as we remain partners in 
the progress and rapid 
development of  Imo State. 
God bless the Traditional 
Institutions in Imo State, 
God bless the Igbo Elders 
and Stakeholders Forum, 
God bless the Executive 
Governor and good 
people of  Imo State”



By Ikenna Orioha
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Alleged NIN fraud: Citizens accuse 
Garden Park Business Centre, 
Owerri Municipal Council, others

R
esidents of  Imo State have 
decried an alleged fraud by 
the National Identity Man-

agement Commission (NIMC), 
the Owerri Municipal Council, the 
Garden Park Business Centre and 
other private centres concerned 
with the National Identification 
Number (NIN) registration since 
the pronouncement for applica -
tion or compliance by citizens was 
made by the federal government.

The people who went to 
the Garden Park Business 
Centre, Owerri Municipal 
Council Headquarters, National 
Identification Management 
Commission’s office among other 
centers in the state to register 
for their NIN were not happy of  
the outrageous and unwarranted 
charges imposed on them despite 
the fact that the federal government 
said the NIN registration is free 
of  charge having gotten sponsors 
from the World Bank, Agence 
Francaise de Development (AFD) 
and European Union (EU) up to 
the tune of  $433 million.

Some of  the victims, who 
spoke to News Echo in anonymity, 
blamed the federal government 
for failing to monitor effectively 
the NIN registration following its 
pronouncement for application 
or compliance by all citizens. 
They regretted that the National 
Identification Management 
Commission (NIMC) is even 
collecting huge money from 
citizens before they are registered 
and issued NIM.

They alleged that the form 
for the NIN which is free of  
charge, according to the federal 
government, is sold at N500 after 
which N1000 or N2000 will be 
collected for capturing alone 
including N4000 conversion of  the 
NIN to Subscriber Identification 
Module (SIM card). While some 
wealthy citizens pay extreme to 
get Express Service. Some victims 
lamented that after paying all these 
unnecessary charges, their NIN 
would not still be issued to them 
due to one unsubstantiated fault 
or another only known to NIMC. 
Hence they called on government to 
look deeply into this anomaly and 
address it squarely to stop further 
fraud and bribery which they cried 
had cost them so much expenditure. 
According to the victims, “it is very 
bad that those centres concerned 
with NIN registration and issuance 
are defrauding citizens. NIMC tells 
us that the federal government does 
not fund them to do the registration 
and could not do anything except 

collecting money from those 
complying to that effect. Other 
private centers say their systems 
had issues which will be ratified 
soon, but to no avail. Our lines 
have been barred from outgoing 
calls or SMS”.

“Which kind of  hardship be 
this which we have been subjected 
to in the name of  NIN. Why will 
they tell us that their systems had a 
fault after collecting huge amount 
of  money from us. They are yet 
to settle many people who applied 
and paid for the NIN even as 
our lines have been barred by the 
service providers at the instance of  
the federal government”.

Another citizen, an old woman 
of  about 70 years of  age, who was 
quite impatient due to hunger, 
exhaustion, complained that “I did 
mine in August 2021. And till now 
I was told I have been registered 
elsewhere, but that claim is not true. 
Even in dream, I have not done 
that elsewhere. The Garden Park 
Business Centre and other private 
and government owned centres are 
tricking us and deceiving us to make 
money whereas government had 
told us that the NIN registration 
and issuance are free of  charge. 
What will I do now that my line 
has been barred from outgoing call 
or SMS since they are telling me 
I have been registered elsewhere. 
Will I be incommunicado or 
have my identity punctured. I’m 
confused because I do not know 
what to do. I’m not deeply pained 
at the huge money they defrauded 
me, but my business associates and 
other contacts which I will miss. 

I’m finished. Federal government 
should help us urgently”.

At Owerri Municipal Council, 
Garden Park Business Centre, 
NIMC and other centres within 
urban and rural areas of  Imo 
State where NIN registration is 
done, residents cue in the rain or 
sun and still pay hugely to obtain 
the NIN, but at the end many will 
not get the NIN and NIMC would 
not bulge to care of  the anomaly 
and then rectify it. The NIMC 
or the federal government only 
bothers at issuing stern warning to 
citizens who are yet to comply with 
the NIN registration directives, 
but does not proffer admissible 
ground to solving problems of  
citizens who find it so difficult to 
scale through in terms of  getting 
the NIN without spending huge 
amount of  naira. Before now, 
issues had cropped up where the 
Minister of  Communications and 
Digital Economy, Dr. Isa Ibrahim 
Pantami, was accused of  hijacking 
the NIN over an alleged link with 
terrorism and being a member and 
one of  the financiers of  Miyetti 
Allah who allegedly sponsors 
Fulani Herders to inflict harm 
on helpless and harmless farmers 
across the country over grazing 
fields and territory. But today, 
the same Pantami has paid his 
opponents bad by ordering Nigerian 
Communications Commission, 
the telecoms industry regulator 
to direct all telecoms operators to 
begin deactivation of  all unlinked 
SIM cards with immediate 
effect, insisting that all telecoms 
subscribers must comply with the 

NIN-SIM linkage policy of  the 
federal government. A reliable 
source in government had disclosed 
that “the federal government had 
barred all outgoing calls on every 
SIM card that is not linked to the 
National Identification Number 
(NIN) of  the SIM card owner”.

The source, Minister of  
Communications and Digital 
Economy, Isa Ibrahim Pantami, 
while issuing the directives on 
Monday to bar outgoing calls 
on every unlinked Subscriber 
Identification Module (SIM 
card), ordered also the Nigeria 
Communications Commission 
(NCC), the Telecoms Industry 
Regulator, to direct all telecoms 
operators to begin deactivation 
of  all unlinked SIM cards with 
immediate effect, stating that all 
telecoms subscribers must comply 
with the NIN-SIM linkage policy 
of  the federal government.

The federal government hinted 
that “125 million SIMs have 
had their NINs submitted for 
immediate linkage, verification 
and authentication and that the 
National Identity Management 
Commission (NIMC) has issued 
over 78 million unique NINs till 
date”.

Thus, in a statement issued by 
the federal government and jointly 
signed by the Director of  Public 
Affairs at NCC, Dr. Ikechukwu 
Adinde and the Head, Corporate 
Communications at NIMC, Mr. 
Kayode Adegoke, the Minister 
commended citizens and legal 
residents for their support during 
the exercise to link the NIN to the 

Subscriber Identification Module 
(SIM). 

Pantami told citizens that 
“President Muhammadu Buhari 
has approved the implementation 
of  the policy with effect from the 
4th of  April, 2022. Consequently, 
the federal government has directed 
all Telecoms to strictly enforce the 
policy on all SIMs issued (existing 
and new) in the country. Outgoing 
calls will subsequently be barred 
for telephone lines that have not 
complied with the NIN-SIM 
linkage policy from the 4th of  April, 
2022. Subscribers of  such lines are 
hereby advised to link their SIMs 
to their NINs before the Telecoms 
can lift the restriction on their lines. 
Affected individuals are hereby 
advised to register for their NINs at 
designated centers and thereafter 
link the NINs to their SIMs 
through the channels provided by 
NIMC and the Telecoms, including 
the NIMC Mobile App”.

Also, media reports have noted 
that “the World Bank, along with 
Agence Française de Development 
(AFD) and the European Union 
(EU), had reportedly provided 
$433 million for Nigeria’s National 
Identity Card Project”, stressing 
that “this injection of  funds by the 
World Bank and others coincides 
with the Nigeria Army’s plans to 
implement strict identity checks 
in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe 
States. With Operation Positive 
Identification, the Army hopes to 
identify suspected militants using 
valid means of  identification”.

The report emphasised that 
“although, NIMC is yet to name 
the various partners at this time. 
It has stated that such service 
providers would include Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs), as well as qualified 
private vendors and civil society 
organisations. Although enrolment 
would be free, NIMC has plans 
to remunerate private vendors for 
each successful enrolment, which 
includes the complete issuance 
of  a valid and unique NIN to 
applicants”. Over 27 million 
citizens are suffering adversely 
following the barring of  their SIM 
cards from outgoing calls and SMS 
with billions of  naira being lost 
within 3 days. Hence the residents 
are calling on government to have 
a rethink and allow the people 
ample time to comply fully with 
the policy. The citizens without 
mincing words have called on the 
federal government to look inwards 
as to reprimand or sanction those 
fraudulent centres entrusted with 
the NIN registration and issuance 
otherwise many people may shy 
away from the policy.
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C
ivil servants are the engine 
room of  every civilised 
administration in the world 

because of  the indispensable roles 
they play in the formulations, 
implementations and executions 
of  public policies.

It is believed that the success and 
failure of  any given administration 
is attributed to the roles played 
by the set of  civil servants in that 
system.

Based on this, the welfare of  
workers are supposedly accorded 
the best position in the scheme 
of  things, to ensure that the 
workers produce the best results 
in achieving policy realisations for 
the interest of  the citizens.

This welfare package includes 
handsome payment of  salaries, 
early payment of  salaries, regular 
promotion of  those due for 
promotion, payment of  leave 
allowances and every other 
accruing rights.

It also includes payment of  
gratuities to them on their year 
of  retirement and then, regular 
payment of  their monthly pensions.

Commensurately, civil servants 
are expected to discharge their 
duties effectively to justify their 
employment and the wages they 
draw on monthly basis by putting 
in dedicated services.

Vices such as truancy, 
absebtism, lateness to work, 
bribery, stealing, forgery, and 
disrespect to senior staff  are not 
expected from them.

In accordance with extant 
civil service rules guiding their 
employment, any worker caught 
in the web of  any of  the above 
listed offences, is either queried, 
suspended or sacked.

In Abia State presently, 
economic conditions of  Nigeria 
and unpredictable financial 
environment, coupled with 
fluctuating salary payments in some 
government-owned parastatals 
have forced many civil servants to 
device means of  survival.

This need to survive and pay 
the ever rising bills in their their 
families , especially feeding, school 
fees, house rents have left civil 
servants in the God’s own State 
with the alternative of  branching 
out to other ventures.

Interestingly, this development 
is not observed only in Abia 
State civil service, as those in the 
local government and even some 
workers in federal government 
establishments have also embraced 
auxiliary jobs, to keep body and 
soul together.

To keep their heads above 
the water, civil servants are now 
looking up to tricycle riding 
business, farming activities and 
petty tradings to survive.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

This is in response to the harsh 
economic reality in the country, 
and the unpredictable nature of  
salary payment of  civil servants in 
Abia, especially those in working in 
some State-owned parastatals.

Alleged high tax deductions 
from their salaries on monthly 
payment is another source of  worry 
for the civil servants who complain 
that their monthly take home after 
every payment and deductions, is 
grossly inadequate to sustain their 
families for the month.

Most of  those in this bracket 
complain that their salaries, when 
paid do not lost a week in their 
hands after settling those they owed 
before the arrival of  the salary.

The alleged deductions, 
nicknamed “slashings” by some 
Abia State civil servants, dig deep 
holes into their earnings.

Staff  of  federal government 
agencies are not left out in this 
league of  those complaining 
of  slash in their salaries but the 
difference is that their own salaries 
are regular and they are considered 
eligible for loans by commercial 
banks, unlike their counterparts in 
Abia State civil service. 

Also, on retirement, workers 
in federal civil service are paid 
gratuities and subsequently receive 
their monthly pensions until the 
month they die.

Unfortunately, Nigeria’s 
continuous economic down turn, 
skyrocketing food prices, high 
school fees, rising house rents etc 
are adding to the challenges of  
the workers--- hence, they must 
navigate to survival.

And to swim out of  this troubled 
water, Abia civil servants and their 
counterparts in some federal offices 
have moved into auxiliary jobs.

These auxiliary jobs, according 
findings by this paper, are yielding 
handsome cumulative returns for 
them, sometimes even higher than 
what they earn in a month as salary.

It is also coming at a time when 
payment of  accruing allowances 
like leave and promotions 
allowances are rare to receive for 
those in State civil service. 

For this reason, some of  the 
workers only ‘visit’ their offices 
where they write their names and 
signatures in attendant registers 
after which they zoom out to their 
private enterprises.

For these deviating behavior, 
Abia State and its local governments 
have applied special mechanism to 
keep workers in their duty posts.

The checkmating mechanism 
include the use of  biometric 
machines to capture the 
thumbprints of  civil servants to 
confirm their attendance, time of  
arrival and departure.

It is also used to calculate the 
number of  days a worker came 
to work in a particular month to 
determine if  they deserved to be 
paid or not.

State, Federal civil servants embrace Keke 
Napep, farm businesses to augment salaries

Special Report

• “Our salaries can’t sustain our families”, they say
• We will penalise absentee workers - Abia Head of  Service, Onyii Wamah

This measure has been in 
place in Abia State and another 
neighbouring State.

Interestingly, like jumping 
antelopes, civil servants in Abia 
have devised new means of  evading 
the traps of  the biometric machines.

This, they do by coming to work 
in the morning to capture their 
thumps in the machines after which 
they then dash to their businesses 
places.

By 3 or 3:30pm, the ‘business 
civil servants return to their offices 
to register their attendance, once 
again.

KEKE NAPEP, 
COMMERCIAL FARMING 
TO THE RESCUE

A 
special report by the 
reporter showed that riding 
of  tricycle, popularly 

known as Keke Napep is toping the 
chart in the choice of  jobs done by 
these group of  workers, to survive.

While men are ahead in Keke 
Napep business, women are taking 
to farming and petty tradings to 
argument their salaries.

In Abia, the dimension is most 
common among staff  of  local 
government areas and those in 
some parastatals who complain 
that their salaries are either delayed 
unnecessarily or allegedly not paid 
in full.

For those taking to agric, 
cultivation of  cassava, maize 
investment in cash fish and palm 
oil are their areas of  ventures while  
some young female civil engage in 
buying and selling in local markets, 
to augment  their salaries.

Speaking to News Echo on 
the issue, some civil servants 
who bared their minds said hash 
economic situation of  Nigeria 
and alleged poor treatment of  civil 
servants were responsible for the 
development.

They made it clear that their 
dedication would not be in doubt 
if  their salaries and entitlements 
are paid to them--and promptly.

A civil servant in Arochukwu 
LGA working in the department 
of  agric who spoke on the issue 
said payment of  her children’s 
school fees and high cost of  food 
prices opened her eyes to farming 
and trading ventures, adding that 
she has been able to assist her 
husband by cultivating in cassava 
and engaging in storage and 
selling of  palm oil.

The civil servant who is a 
mother of  five children told News 
Echo despite the election of  
executive Chairman in her place 
of  work, her salary are allegedly 
not paid in full.

According to her, “When 
I noticed that my salary was 
inadequate to sustain my family, 
I and my husband agreed that we 
go into farming and trading. Since 
then, I don’t depend on my salary 
anymore.

Asked how she combines her 
job with trading and farming, the 
lanky middle-level Arochukwu 
LGA staff  said. “I go to work from 
Monday to Friday. Sometimes, 
when I round up my duties for the 
day may be by 3pm, I go to my 
farm.”

She continued, “ It is wicked 
for somebody to pay me less 
than my salary, withhold my 
allowances and still expect me to 
rely on the mutilated salary I am 
paid. Anybody telling me not to 
do another business apart from 
my civil service job should restore 
allowances and stop control this big 
taxation on my salary.”

For  Comrade Moses Ekeleme, 
a labour unionist in Umuahia 
North LGA, the alleged cut in 
workers’ monthly  salaries in the 
council, alleged non-payment of  
allowances are big challenges to 
him and his colleagues in Umuahia 
North.

He also described the 
introduction of  biometric capture 
of  fingers as alien to civil service 
rule.

“Tell me the relevance of  this 
biometric if  at the end of  the day, 
workers are either owed or payed 
half  salary?”, Comrade Moses 
Ekeleme asked.

He continued, “Buhari is 
not owing workers. Federal 
government releases monthly 
allocation to States and local 
governments. Then tell me why 
we workers would be treated like 
this?”

A staff  in ministry of  sports 
who rides Keke in Umuahia said 
his job as civil servant is not in 
any way, affected by her transport 
business. 

He said “I make more than 
N12,000 in a week with this my 
Keke. I start by 6:30 am and by 
8:00 am I report to duty. After the 
close of  work, I return to road to 
continue my riding business. I use 
money generate from this business 
to purchase food stuff  for the family 
and then chanel my monthly salary 
to a shop project somewhere in 
Umuahia and for payment of  my  
children’s school fees.”

He made it clear that his 
monthly salary as a State civil 
servant cannot take him anywhere, 
hence the need branch out to 
another things.

“If  the government wants to 
archive a viable and obedient civil 
service, it is simple: pay salaries 
and allowances and reactivate 
welfare packages”, said the Keke 
Napep- riding civil servant.

Meanwhile, the need to 
ensure a sorrow-free retirement 
life is another factor driving 
the establishment of  auxiliary 
businesses by these civil servants.

The ideas are not unconnected 
with the travails many retirees go 
true in life after retiring.

WE WILL PENALISE ANY 

WORKER INVOLVED - 
ONYII WAMAH

I
n response to the development, 
Abia State Head of  Service, 
Sir Onyii Wamah has warned 

those involved in the act to retrace 
their steps or get punished.

Wamah, in a press release his 
office circulated to media houses 
in February, 2022, expressed 
dismay at the behaviour of  
some civil servants in Abia who 
have abandoned their duties 
for personal business and other 
ventures.

The release read, “Worried 
by the high rate of  absence, 
abscondment, abandonment of  
duty without permission, by some 
civil/public servants, the Head 
of  Service, Sir Onyii Wamah has 
warned that government would 
no longer confirm disobedient 
and non-compliant officers that 
blazingly flout public service rules 
with impunity.”

The release continued, “ 
He gave the warning while 
inaugurating a 4-man disciplinary 
committee to investigate the 
activities of  some civil/public 
servants the service, expressed 
annoyance that public servants 
could flagrantly abuse extant 
rules by abandoning their duties 
without permission and approval 
from the appropriate authorities.”

Abia Head of  Service charged 
the committee headed by Mr 
Kingsley Ibelegbu to carry out a 
thorough investigation with the 
mandate of  uncovering those 
involved so that the hammer of  
penalty would fall on them even 
as Wamah directed Permanent 
Secretaries, heads of  ministries 
and non-ministrial departments 
to take full government duties 
as further dereliction of  duty 
and violation on service rules, 
regulations and all extant laws 
would be met with stiff  penalty.

But recall that in a press 
release obtained by News Echo 
dated January 14, 2022, the 
Head of  Service had somehow, 
acknowledged the right economic 
conditions being experienced by 
civil servants in Abia and other 
States.

The HoS observed that “the 
geometric hike in the prices of  
food items and other essentials”

Wamah appealed to the 
“federal government to embark 
on more programmes and projects 
geared towards improving the 
living standard of  entire workforce 
in the country”

He however, praised “the 
efforts of  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu in reducing the difficulties 
encountered by workforce through 
the prompt payment of  workers’ 
salaries.”



Ikpeazu orders appointees
with political interest to resign

News

Osinbajo calls for urgent measures
against imminent economic crisis
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Vice President 
of  Nigeria, Prof. 
Yemi Osinbajo has 

called on Nigerians and 
the three tiers of  govern-
ment to brace up to more 
economic challenges that 
may come up in future. 
Osinbajo stated this in Ab-
akaliki, Ebonyi State capi-
tal during the 21st edition 
of  the council on develop-
ment planning which he 
said has remained a very 
important platform for set-

ting the tone of  national 
development and oppor-
tunity for federal and state 
governments to fathom out 
active collaboration for the 
wellbeing of the people. 

He called for synergy  
among all tiers of  gov-
ernment now the nation  
continue to face the chal-
lenges of  the  onslaught 
of  COVID-19 pandemic, 
which according to him 
has been compounded by 
the ongoing war between 
Russia and Ukraine. He 
said such a synergy would 
assist Nigeria to tackle the 
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2023: Ikwo Youth Group, others endorse
Kelvin Chukwu for Senate
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he ambition of  Hon 
Kelvin Chukwu to rep-
resent the good people 

of  Ebonyi Central Senatorial 
zone at the National Assem-
bly come 2023 under the 
People’s Democratic Party 
PDP have continued to elicit 
excitements from all quarters 
of  the senatorial district.

Latest information has it 
that a vibrant youth group 
and some stakeholders in the 
area have openly endorsed 
him, declaring that he is the 
most suitable person for the 
job.

Members of  the Rescue 
Mission Support Group, a 
vibrant youth group in Ikwo 
LGA, who met recently re-
solved that the group would 
rally support for the politi-
cian who has remained a 
philanthropist and beacon 

of  hope for the youths in the 
zone

The leader of  the group 
elder Okpara Ndubuisi, 
who spoke on behalf  of  
the youths, said: “we know 
Chukwu as a philanthropist, 
someone who protects and 
speaks for  his people. 

“The youths have been 
begging him (Chukwu) to 
come out and contest and 
he has been saying no, not 
because he does’t want, but 
because he wants to prepare 
very well, so that he will do 
his best to bring development 
to the people.

“We have decided that we 
will retire the old politicians 
in Ikwo LGA to pave way for 
the younger ones to come on 
board and represent the peo-
ple at the national assembly” 
he noted.

Chief  Maxwell Nwali, a 
former council chairman 
of  Ikwo LGA, who spoke 

on behalf  of  other stake-
holders during the adoption 
of  Chukwu as the preferred 
candidate to run for Ebonyi 
Central senatorial zone, said 
he (Chukwu) has greater vi-
sion, capacity and ability to 
attract greater development 
for Ebonyi Central senatorial 
zone, if  supported to become 
the senator in 2023.

Nwali who was also a spe-
cial assistant to Ebonyi gov-
ernor on Youths said: “Ab-
solutely, Chukwu has what 
it takes to be senator. I have 
always contributed my quota 
in making whoever becomes 
the senatorial candidate of  
Ebonyi Central.

“Somebody at my age 
should give chance for the 
youths because I know youths 
are more energetic and vi-
brant to move on, knowing 
fully well that it is all about 
lobbying, it’s all about coming 
out with great innovations, 

Ven. Precious Okereke (Centre on white casok) anked on the right by Hon. Commissioner for Women Affairs and Social 
Development, Abia State, Hon Constance Amala, with her entourage during a visit to St Stephen’s Anglican Church 
Umuobasi Amavo in Osisioma Ngwa LGA of  Abia State for prayers and consultation on her ambition to contest the State 
House Assembly seat.

challenges confronting the 
nation’s economic prosper-
ity.

“We must brace our-
selves to collectively re-
spond to the inevitable 
economic challenge that 
will occur and some which 
are already occurring.” 
The challenges include 
corruption, recovery from 
the onslaught of  the COV-
ID 19 pandemic and the 
economic effects of  the 
invasion of  Ukraine by 
Russia. 

“The invasion of  Russia 
has led to price and supply 
shocks in the food and fuel 

it’s all about being proactive 
and age is always a dwindling 
factor to all this. I therefore 
believe that a vibrant young 
man, who has a compara-
tive advantage to move on, 
should be given chance.

“From what you can see, 
if  Chukwu is allowed to be-
come senator, you can stop 
him on the road and embar-
rass him where he didn’t do 
well but for those other elders 
who are contesting, you will 
feel uncomfortable to do so.

“If  I didn’t endorse Chuk-
wu as our sole candidate, I 
can’t be here. I endorse him as 
a youth to move on, because 
I know he will bring greater 
development for the people 
of  the zone,” he stated.

Drums of  support to the 
Hon Kelvin Senatorial’s  am-
bition so far have been over-
whelming basically due his 
popularity amongst the peo-
ple of  the zone.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
ll appointees occu-
pying public offices 
in Abia State who 

are interested in contesting 
for political offices have 
been ordered to resign from 
their present offices by Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu. 
The Governor in a state-
ment signed by Secretary 
to Abia State government, 
Barr Chris Ezem said all 
holders of  public offices ey-
ing one political position or 
another should resign from 
his or her appointment.

The appointees, accord-
ing to the statement, were 
directed to resign before or 

April 11, 2022. The state-
ment explained that the 
directive was in pursuance 
to section 84 (12) of  the 
Amended Electoral Act 
2022 as signed into law by 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari this year.

Similarly, Governor Ik-
peazu has relieved his 
Special Adviser on Social 
Investment, Mr Chinenye 
Nwogu of  his job. A state-
ment signed by Barr Chris 
Ezem, Secretary to Abia 
State government made 
available to Journalists in 
Umuahia said the removal 
of  Mr Nwogu was with im-
mediate effect.

No reason was given for 
the sacking of  the Gover-
nor’s ex-aide.

markets and we should 
collectively brace for its 
inevitable economic chal-
lenges.

“I commend the Ebonyi 
state government for en-
suring the successful or-
ganisation of  the event and 
its infrastructural strides 
which has enhanced its 
people’s wellbeing,” he 
said. 

Speaking, Governor Da-
vid Umahi thanked the 
vice president for the visit 
and the national council 
on development planning 
for choosing Ebonyi to or-
ganise the meeting.

 “I commend the vice 
president for his commit-
ment and loyalty to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
as challenges facing the 
country is not peculiar but 
global.

 He said that the coun-
try was only having its fair 
share of  such challeng-
es believe strongly that 
with God and patriotism, 
both leaders would see us 
through the challenges.

Mrs. Zainab Ahmed, 
Minister for Finance, in 
her address, commended 
the participants for their 
fruitful deliberations, not-

ing that recommendations 
from the meeting would 
enhance national develop-
ment planning in Nigeria. 
Osinbajo during the visit, 
inaugurated a section of  
the dualized Abakaliki/
Afikpo expressway, a sec-
tion of  Enugu/Abakaliki 
dual carriage way, Mile 
50/Ishieke dual carriage 
way, Dr. Sam Egwu twin 
flyover bridge, new gov-
ernment chapel, President 
Muhammadu Buhari tun-
nel, among other projects, 
executed by Governor Da-
vid Umahi’s administra-
tion.

... Sacks Chinenye Nwogu

Arewa Youths President,
Yerima denies threatening
secession if PDP or APC
gives Igbo man presidential
ticket

rewa Youths President, 

AShettima Yerima has 
denied threatening to 

declare the Northern par t 
independent from Nigeria if  any 
of  the two major political parties 
– PDP or APC gives presidential 
ticket to an Igbo Man in the 2023 
election.

Some media platforms had 
earlier reported a statement that 
quoted Yerima as warning 
political parties not to allow any 
candidate from Southeast to 
emerge as president since the 
region is agitating to have an 
independent state – Biafra.

But the Arewa Youths 
P r e s i d e n t  i n  a  v i d e o  h e 
p e r s o n a l l y  m a d e  a n d 
d i s semina ted  on  Sunday, 
distanced himself  from the 
statement, saying he believes in 
peace and unity of  the country.

Yerima said he believes in 
l a w  a n d  o r d e r  g u i d i n g 
democratic governance which 
stipulates that every citizen 
regardless of  which part he/she 
comes from has right to lead the 
country.

His words, “I knew nothing 
about the statement, and I am 
never a party to it. I believe we 
are in a democratic dispensation 

where the whole process is about 
vote, popular support, even 
though minority will always 
have their say while majority 
have their way.

“I am also aware that we are 
in an electioneering period 
where politicians are becoming 
more desperate by the day. They 
can always create unnecessary 
panics with the intention of  
getting power, and I am not party 
to that madness.

 “In as much as I have an 
interest and know who we'll 
support from Northern part of  
th i s  count r y,  and  we  a re 
mobilizing, I also know that 
power is only given by God. If  
eventually it goes in favour of  
Southeast, I am a Nigerian and 
will remain very committed to 
the rules and regulations of  the 
country. I have never believed in 
violence and will never be one 
now.

“That statement is not 
coming from me. As a matter of  
fact, a lot of  my good friends are 
from the Southeast and I have a 
lot of  confidants. I can't imagine 
looking at their faces and abuse 
their sensibility by making such 
a statement. We are working 
round the clock to make sure that 
this country remains together.”
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From Grace Ofurum Owerri.

A
s the world marks 
palm Sunday 
which signifies the 

triumphant entry of  Jesus 
into Jerusalem, christians  
are urged to emulate the 
life of  Christ who humbled 
himself  to die on the cross 
to save mankind.

The parish priest of  Im-
maculate Catholic Parish, 
Orji, Rev. Fr. Dr Cosmas 
Edochie while speaking to 
the congregation on palm 
Sunday said that follow-
ing the footprint of  Jesus 
should be paramount in 
the lives of  those who pro-
fess to be Christians, he 
noted that some biblical 
characters like Judas who 
betrayed Christ is a bad 
example to followers of  
Christ but urge christians to 
live an exemplary life and 
eschew any form of  betray-
al in their relationships.

The clergyman also dis-
closed that Jesus was sur-
rounded by sycophant who 

Palm Sunday: Owerri based Catholic 
Priest urges Christians to emulate Christ

in the long run contributed 
to his death and urge every-
one to be mindful of  syco-
phants who go behind to 
destroy people while also 
siting an example of  Peter, 
a disciple of  Jesus who de-
nied him.

He equally disclosed that 
the palm Sunday celebra-
tion is to mark the end of  
the lent period, a period of  
praying and fasting and a 
preparatory ground for the 
death and crucification of  
Jesus

He maintained that every 
year christians especially 
Catholics mark the end of  
the lent period which her-
ald the triumphant entry of  
Jesus in Jerusalem and a 
beginning of  the holy week 
that precedes the death and 
the resurrection of  Jesus.

He stated that the palm 
front signify peace, hence 
the need for people to 
maintain peace and good 
relationship with their 
family members, neighbor-
hood and  in their working 

Rev Fr. Dr. Cosmas Edochie of Immaculate Heart, Catholic Parish, blessing Palm fronds of parishioners during the 
Palm Sunday celebration in Owerri on Sunday.

place.
He urged christians to 

emulate the humble entry 
of  Jesus into Jerusalem as 
he never portrayed himself  
as a worldly king but show-
case humility through his 
choice of  a colt to ride in-
stead of  a horse.

He also reminded chris-
tians that the sufferings of  
Jesus brought his glorifi-
cation hence the need for 
christians to endure pains 
and sufferings as the end of  
such period will bring glory 
to them

He therefore warned 
leaders to lead with the 

fear of  God and free them-
selves from  agrandisement  
of  wealth and stealing of  
government resources but  
should use such to alleviate 
the sufferings of  the masses 
instead of  impoverishing 
them.

He reminded the leaders 
that they should not forget 
that the life they leave will 
determine their end and the 
such should prompt them 
to live a life worthy of  em-
ulation.

Speaking also a worshi-
per of  the parish, Mr Wal-
ter AJayi stated that palm 
Sunday is a yearly ritual 

Association of People Living With Sickle 
Cell Disorder eulogises Ide Umuawulu

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

 

F
ounder, and Na-
tional Coordinator, 
Association of  Peo-

ple Living With Sickle 
Cell Disorder (APLSCD), 
Mrs Aisha Maureen Ed-
ward-Maduagwu has de-
scribed a frontline Aspirant 
for Awka North and South 
Federal Constituency un-
der the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA, 
High Chief  Dr Azubuike 
Ekweozor as a grassroot 
Politician with ears on the 
ground. 

Mrs Edward-Maduag-
wu, a frontline moral cru-
sader is the Director, Sickle 
Cell Orphanage and Un-
derprivileged home, Agu-
lu.

She spoke when the 
APGA frontline Aspirant 
for Awka North and South 
Federal constituency, Ek-
weozor visited the home 
for on the spot assessment 
of  the home to find out 
ways to partner with them 
and alleviate their situa-
tion. 

The Founder of  
APLSCD further de-
scribed Ide Umuawalu as 
a grassroot politician with 
ears on the ground to lis-
ten to the challenges of  the 
people, insisting that listen-
ing ears has set him apart 
as the most favoured can-
didate in the race for Awka 
North and South Federal 
constituency. 

She maintained that Ide’s 
antecedents and achieve-
ments is in sync with the 

that every one should ob-
serve and thanked God for 
keeping them alive to cele-
brate the triumphant entry 
of  Jesus Christ.

He further urged the 
members to maintain peace 
and have a cordial relation-
ship with their fellow hu-
man beings.

Comrade Bro Okonkwo 
Callistus a, member of  the 
Catholic Men Organiza-
tion advised christians to 
reflect on the message of  
Jesus on forgiveness, toler-
ance and exhibit love in all 
their endeavors.

He stated  that peace 

makes every dealing 
smooth and free from ran-
cour and therefore Called 
on people to maintain 
peace in their daily lives 
like Jesus did.

Speaking also to news-
men, Sir John Bosco dis-
closed that trooping out of  
worshipers for the proces-
sion indicates that they ap-
preciate and identify with 
the sufferings of  Jesus on 
the cross and urge everyone 
to exhibit the virtue of  love 
which is the gift Christ gave  
to mankind through his 
death on the cross.

yearnings and expectations 
of  his constituency.

However, she appealed to 
Ide Umuawalu to make the 
home part of  his humani-
tarian foundations where 
supports can be periodical-
ly given and to always push 
towards enforcing sickle 
cell law God willing he se-
cures a seat in the Green 
Chambers.

On the part, Rev Fr 
Dr Cosmas Ebebe, the 
Spiritual Director of  the 
Orphanage home beckoned 
on all stakeholders to join 
forces with APLSCD to en-
sure that sickle cell disorder 
is eliminated in our society. 
Rev Fr Dr Ebebe reminded 
that it does not take thou-
sands to make an impact 
and also acknowledged Ide 
Umuawulu’s benevolence 

in the home and the society 
at large. 

Earlier, High Chief  Dr 
Azubuike Ekweozor (Ide 
Umuawulu) reassured the 
founder of  APLSCD and 
members of  his continued 
support and partnership 
with the home. 

He noted that he would 
never relent in assisting the 
challenged, Orphans and 
Vulnerable Group as well 
as the poor and downtrod-
den in the society, warming 
couples to ensure they un-
dergo proper genotype tests 
before marriage to avoid 
further procreation of  peo-
ple living with the disorder. 

The highpoint of  th e 
event was a prayer session 
with the children, and 
Ward round to see facilities 
in the home of  which some 
were  initiated and funded 
by Ide Umuawulu Global 
Movement.

Osinachi’s death: Churches must take 
domestic violence seriously
– Ezekwesili

O
by Ezekwesili, a for-
mer minister of  ed-
ucation has called 

out churches over the death 
of  ‘Ekwueme’ singer Osin-
achi Nwachukwu.

Osinachi’s death was an-
nounced on Friday night 
after battling reported can-
cer.

However, minutes later 
it was learnt that the sing-
er died in the hospital after 
suffering domestic violence 
from her husband.

Singer, Frank Edwards 
also disclosed that an ‘un-
reasonable human’ put an 
end to her life.

There are reports that 
Osinachi refused to leave 
the marriage despite do-
mestic violence because 
of  her commitment to the 

church.
Reacting to her death, 

Ezekwesili in a thread via 
her Twitter page said the 
allegation of  spousal abuse 
leading to Osinachi’s death 
hit hard.

She demanded that the 
truth behind her death be 
revealed and Justice served 
to those responsible.

Her tweet read “The 
death of  Osinachi Nwa-
chukwu of  the epic *Ek-
wueme* worship song 
really hit hard. To read al-
legations of  spousal abuse 
worsens the pain. I hope 
the truth is unearthed and 
justice given.”

The activist urged every-
one including churches to 
take seriously the issues of  
domestic violence against 
women.

“Everyone, including 
Churches must take issues 
of  violence against women 
seriously. Urgently

“I doubt that many in our 
society really pay enough 
attention to the troubling 
data that’s available on 
Gender-based Violence 
in Nigeria, África and the 
World at large. It is actually 
an Epidemic.

“Globally, a 2018 study 
shows nearly 1 in 3, or 30% 
of  women are Victims,” 
Ezekwesili wrote.

... Hails him as grassroot politician 
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Foreign News

T
he Princess Royal contin-
ued her Australian tour by 
meeting with the families 
of  two firefighters who 

died in the country’s devastating 
Black Summer bushfires.

The days of  heavy rain which 
had been lashing Sydney and the 
east coast abated to provide Anne, 
who is Down Under to celebrate 
her mother’s Platinum Jubilee, with 
mostly blue skies and sun for day 
two of  her visit.

The Queen’s eldest daughter 
ditched the more formal attire of  the 
day prior in favour of  slacks and a 
jacket to visit the New South Wales 
Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS) 
headquarters in Sydney on Sunday 
with her husband, Vice Admiral Sir 
Timothy Laurence.

The Princess Royal met with the 
families of  Geoff  Keaton and An-
drew O’Dwyer, who sadly were 
both killed battling the Green Wat-
tle Creek fire in 2019. She also spoke 
with their colleagues from Buxton 
and Horsley Park brigades. pic.twit-
ter.com/acThvkfOJN

Volunteer firefighters Geoffrey 
Keaton, 32, and Andrew O’Dwyer, 
36, had been battling the fires south 
west of  Sydney in December 2019 
when a tree caused their fire truck 
to roll.

Due to each man leaving behind 
a young child, a fire truck-themed 
memorial playground had been built 
in their honour in the region where 
they lived and died.

On Sunday, the princess travelled 
to the playground in Buxton, some 
62 miles south west of  Sydney, to 
visit the site.

Anne changed into a green ensemble to tour the Sydney Royal Easter Show.

The NSW RFS shared photo-
graphs of  the royal’s visit, with the 
service saying Anne also spoke with 
the late volunteers’ colleagues from 
Buxton and Horsley Park brigades.

The young fathers were among 34 
people killed during the fires which 
also pushed many of  Australia’s 
unique species to near extinction – 
including the koala.

 The day prior, the princess had 
acknowledged the hardship experi-
enced by Australians and farmers 

in particular over the previous two 
years.

“I’ve seen seen how the past two 
years have been really difficult for 
the agricultural shows,” Anne said 
in her Sydney Royal Easter Show 
opening ceremony speech.

“Agricultural shows provide the 
opportunity for city children to learn 
about country life.”

The 71-year-old said her and her 
husband had been monitoring “the 
devastation of  (the) floods” from 

afar, adding that Sir Tim’s broth-
er was affected due to living in the 
northern New South Wales town of  
Lismore – one of  the worst-hit areas.

Anne’s Australian trip on behalf  
of  her mother will conclude with a 
visit to the Royal Australian Corps 
of  Signals and Royal Australian 
Corps of  Transport on Monday be-
fore travelling to Papua New Guin-
ea.

On Monday and Tuesday the 
royal and her husband will tour the 

Princess Royal pays tribute to Australian
victims of bushfires, floods

Civilians flee East Ukraine as Kyiv 
readies for ‘big battles’

U
kraine is preparing for 
“big battles” against Mos-
cow’s forces in the east of  
the country, officials in 

Kyiv said, as Pope Francis on Sun-
day called for an Easter truce to end 
the war.

Evacuations resumed on Satur-
day from Kramatorsk, in eastern 
Ukraine, where a missile strike killed 
52 people at a railway station a day 
earlier, as British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson became the latest West-
ern leader to visit Kyiv.

Hailing the country’s response to 
the Russian invasion, Johnson of-
fered Ukraine armoured vehicles and 
anti-ship missiles, crucial to halting 
the Russian naval siege of  Black Sea 
ports, to help ensure that the country 
will “never be invaded again”.

His offer came after President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said Kyiv was 

readying for a Russian onslaught.
“Sadly, in parallel we see the prepa-

rations for important battles, some 
people say decisive ones, in the east,” 
he said Saturday at a press conference 
with visiting Austrian Chancellor 
Karl Nehammer.

“We are ready to fight and to look 
in parallel to end this war through 
diplomacy.” Pope Francis mean-
while called for an Easter ceasefire 
in Ukraine to pave the way for peace 
through “real negotiation”.

“Let the Easter truce begin. But not 
to provide more weapons and pick 
up the combat again -- no! -- a truce 
that will lead to peace, through real 
negotiation,” he told a public mass at 
Saint Peter’s Square. The pontiff  de-
nounced a war where “defenceless ci-
vilians” suffered “heinous massacres 
and atrocious cruelty”.

island nation, visiting Caritas Tech-
nical Secondary School, St John 
Ambulance, the Bomana War Cem-
etery, the Adventure Park Papua 
New Guinea and the National Mu-
seum and Art Gallery.

The princess will also open a 
Women’s Resource Centre at Va-
bukori Village and the National 
Cardiac Diagnostic Centre at Port 
Moresby General Hospital, respec-
tively, and meet elders and commu-
nity leaders at Hanuabada Village.

“What victory is there in planting 
a flag on a pile of  rubble?” he asked. 

Zelensky’s adviser Mykhaylo Po-
dolyak said Ukraine must beat back 
Russia in the eastern Donbas region, 
where Moscow controls two sep-
aratist territories, before a meeting 
can take place between the Ukrain-
ian leader and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

“Ukraine is ready for big battles. 
Ukraine must win them, including in 
the Donbas. And once that happens, 
Ukraine will have a more powerful 
negotiating position,” he said on na-
tional television, as quoted by the In-
terfax news agency.

“After that the presidents will meet. 
It could take two weeks, three.”

A video released by Zelensky’s 
office showed him and the British 
prime minister walking through 
largely empty city streets to Kyiv’s 

historic Maidan Square, as snipers 
kept watch.

Johnson said the discovery of  
scores of  civilian corpses in Ukrain-
ian towns had “permanently pollut-
ed” Putin’s reputation.

At least two bodies were discov-
ered inside a manhole at a petrol sta-
tion on a motorway outside Kyiv on 
Sunday, an AFP reporter saw.

The bodies appeared to be wearing 
a mix of  civilian and military cloth-
ing. A distraught woman appeared 
at the manhole and peered inside, be-
fore breaking down and clawing the 
earth.

Six weeks into Russia’s invasion, 
Moscow has shifted its focus to east-
ern and southern Ukraine after stiff  
resistance thwarted plans to swiftly 
capture Kyiv.

With thousands killed in the fight-
ing and more than 11 million flee-
ing their homes or the country, the 
Ukrainian president called on the 
West to follow Britain’s example on 
military aid. “We need even more 
sanctions” against Russia, Zelensky 
said in a video address Saturday.



ore than 100 Mp a r c e l s  o f  
c o c a i n e  

c o n c e a l e d  i n  e i g h t  
children's duvets have been 
intercepted by the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA).

Operatives made the 
discovery at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA), Ikeja, 
Lagos.

A statement on Sunday 
by Media Director, Femi 
Babafemi said the drug was 
imported by a 52-year-old 
B r a z i l i a n  r e t u r n e e ,  
A k u d i r i n w a  H i l a r y  
Uchenna.

The suspect hails from 

s  p a r t  o f  t h e 

AA n a m b r a  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  

Police, Echeng Echeng 
strategic resolve to stamp 
out violent crimes, extortion 
and other forms of  crime 
and criminality, operatives 
of  the  command have 
arrested thirty two suspects 
on offences ranging from 
armed robbery, unlawful 
possession of  firearm and 
extortion, recovered one 
locally made Beretta pistol, 
one magnum pump action  
and ammunition  Police 
image maker made this 
known to journalists in a 
press release from the Police 
Commissioner, Echeng on 
Sunday.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement "The Command 
Operatives, acting on a 
credible information, at 
a b o u t  4 : 3 0 a m  o n 
30/3/2022, arrested one 
O z o  O l i e  I f e a n y i  ' M ' 
43years in his residence at 
Odoje village, Onitsha and 
recovered  one  loca l ly 
fabricated single barrel 
p i s t o l  a n d  o n e  l i v e 
ammunition concealed in a 
bag".  Investigation, so far 

reveals that the suspect, 
have already made useful 
statement that will lead to 
the arrest of  other members 
of  their criminal gang. He 
also confessed to be a 
member of  the Black Axe 
Cult Group and specialize 
in robbing unsuspecting 
members of  the public of  
their valuables.  "Similarly, 
another suspect, one Ifeanyi 
Nwobu 'M' 49years Native 
of  Enuorji Village, Enugu 
ukwu at about 9pm on 
30/3/2022 was arrested and 
recovered one Magnum 
pump action gun. The 
suspect has made useful 
statement that could unravel 
the source of  the arm". 

I n  a n o t h e r 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  " t h e 
C o m m a n d  O p e r a t ive s 
arrested 30 suspects for 
f l o u t i n g  t h e  S t a t e 
Gove r nment ' s  ban  on 
touting,  extor t ion and 
illegal revenue collection in 
the State. The thirty arrested 
suspects, namely:  Ifeatu 
onuebube 'M' aged 19years, 
Akpa Ikechukwu 'M' aged 
44years, Linus Ekene 'M' 
a ge d  2 3 ye a r s,  N we d e 
Chinedu 'M' aged 25years, 
Nwigwe Osinachi 'M' aged 
28years, Nas Emeka 'M' 
aged 38years, Uduak Linus 

'M'  aged 30years,  Obi 
Onyebuchi 'M' 32years, Ayo 
Omah 'M' aged 29years, 
Igwe Chukwuebuka 'M' 
22years, Nweke Abuchi 'M' 
16years, Anthony Chidi 'M' 
1 8 y e a r s  O n y e b u c h i 
Ndubuis i  'M'  28years, 
Onyekwelu Ifechukwu 'M' 
20years, Nwagha Nzube 'M' 
17years, Anamabu Somto 
'M' aged 17 years, Duru 
Chigozie 'M' aged 19 years, 
Onwuakpa Chukwudi 'M' 
aged 20 years,  Nworie 
Chimaram 'M' aged 19 
years, Orji Onyebuchi 'M' 
aged 34 years, Nnamani 
Chukwuebuka 'M' aged 17 
years, Ifeanyi Chinedu 'M' 
aged 17 years, Igwe Ifeanyi 
'M' aged 18 years, Eze 
Andrew 'M' aged 19 years 
Nwafor Bernard 'M' aged 20 
years, Ifeanyi Junior 'M' 
aged 17 years,  Nweze 
Obinna 'M' aged 22 years, 
Amadi Obinna 'M' aged 21 
years, Emmanuel Charles 
'M' aged 18 years, Agala 
Timothy 'M' aged 20 years 
were arrested on 6/4/2022 
along Tarzan Junction, 
Owerri road, upper iweaka 
road, Ochanja junction, 
Awada road, head bridge, 
kara Junction, Atani road, 
respectively in Onitsha 
while touting and extorting 
money from motorists and 
other  members  of  the 
public". Meanwhile, the CP 
while assuring the general 
public and especially Ndi 
A n a m b r a  t h a t  t h e 
confidence reposed in the 
police on protection of  lives 
a n d  p r o p e r t i e s , 
maintenance of  law and 
order will never be taken for 
granted. He also calls for 
increased information flow 
from the public to the police.

O r u  E a s t  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Imo 
State.

He was arrested on 
Saturday 9th April at the D-
Arrival Hall upon his 
return from Sao Paulo, 
Brazil via Doha aboard a 
Qatar Airline flight.

Uchenna, who claimed 
to be a carpenter, confessed 
h e  w a s  t o  b e  p a i d  
N 5 m i l l i o n  a f t e r  
successfully delivering the 
consignment in Lagos.

Also, pellets of  skunk 
concealed in detergent 
containers have been 
intercepted at the Akanu 
I b i a m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport (AIIA) Enugu.

A 37-year-old South 
A f r i c a n  r e t u r n e e ,  
Ezekwesili Afamefune 
brought in the consignment 
weighing 730grams aboard 
an Ethiopian Airline flight 
from Johannesburg, South 
Africa, via Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.

Ezekwesili is from Awka 
South Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State.

In Edo State, a 24-year-
old drug dealer Christian 
John was arrested by 
NDLEA operatives in 
Egbeta, Ovia North-East 
LGA for selling assorted 
illicit drugs.

They were stuffed in 
drugged Milo beverages, 

cannabis sativa, swinol and 
tramadol tablets.

In Zamfara State, one 
Chibuzor Uba, 30, was 
caught on Friday 8th April 
with 1,955 ampules of  
pentazocine at Kaura 
Namoda.

A cross-border drug 
t r a f f i c k e r ,  S t a n l e y  
Chibuzor, 21, was on 
Friday 8th April nabbed by 
officers of  the Marine Unit 
of  NDLEA stationed at 
Oron beach, Oron, Akwa 

he Police Command Tin Ogun State, on 
Sunday, said it had 

arrested a suspected armed 
robber named Isikilu Moses 
during an operation in the 
Joju area of  Sango-Ota. 

Police Public Relations 
Officer, DSP Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, disclosed to 
journalists in Ota, that the 
suspect was arrested on 
April 8, 2022, following a 
distress call received at the 
Command's Divisional 
Headquarters in Sango-
Ota. 

The PPRO explained 
that armed robbers had, on 
the  sa id  day,  invaded 
Adebeshi Street, off  Joju 
road, and dispossessed 
members of  the community 
of  their belongings. 

She said, “Upon the 
distress call, the Divisional 
Police Officer, Sango-Ota 
Division, SP Saleh Dahiru, 
quickly mobilised his patrol 
team and moved to the 
scene.

“ O n  s i g h t i n g  t h e 
policemen, the hoodlums 

took to their heels, but they 
were hotly chased, and one 
of  the suspects named 
I s i k i l u  M o s e s ,  w a s 
apprehended. 

“Recovered from the 
suspect, are one locally-
made pistol and two mobile 
phones belonging to their 
victims,” the officer added. 

S h e  s a i d  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, 

 three-man gang on 

ASunday morning 
robbed Fresh FM 

owned by popular musician 
Yinka Ayefele in Ibadan, 
capital of  Oyo State.

It was learnt the robbers 
stormed the station during a 
l i v e  b r o a d c a s t  a n d 
dispossessed staff  on duty 
of  laptops, phones and other 
personal effects.

The incident occurred 
around 6:30am but no one 
was hurt by the robbers.

A  s t a f f ,  K e n n y 
Ogunmiloro, confirmed the 
incident in a post on Twitter.

He tweeted: “Nowhere 
is safe again, not even radio 
stations are spared again in 
d porous level of  insecurity 
in the country.

“My radio station was 
robbed by 3 armed men this 
morning around 6.15 am. 
Phones,  laptops,  ATM 
cards, and gadgets were 
taken away but no one was 
hurt. This is sad.”

Lanre Bankole, had ordered 
the immediate transfer of  
the suspect to the State 
Criminal Investigation and 
Intelligence Department for 
further investigation. 

She added that the 
command had also ordered 
a  m a n h u n t  f o r  t h e 
remaining members of  the 
gang yet at large. 

Ibom state.
The native of  Ihiala, 

Anambra State, was nabbed 
with 11,190 tablets of  
Tramadol  dur ing  the  
outward clearance of  
passengers travelling to 
Cameroon.

In Ondo State, a drug 
dea ler  who produces  
s k u c h i e s,  O l u wa s e u n  
Agboola, 25, was arrested 
on Thursday 7th April, at 
his Igoba, Second Gate, 
Akure residence.

About 73 bottles of  
skuchies weighing 77kg 
stocked in his kitchen were 
recovered.

Skuchies are usually a 
mixture of  Tramadol, 
Cannabis sativa, Codeine, 
Black Currant (popularly 
called Zobo) and water.

In  Lagos,  an  ear ly  
mor n ing  ra id  in  the  
notorious Akala, Mushin 
on Saturday 9th April led to 
the seizure of  746.25 
kilograms of  cannabis.
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NDLEA intercepts cocaine in children's duvets at Lagos Airport

Anambra police arrest 32 suspected
cultists, robbers, extortionists
...Recover arms, ammunition 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Police nab suspected armed robber
in Ogun

Yinka Ayefele's radio
station robbed during
live broadcast

Arrested suspectsArrested suspectsArrested suspects

The 32 suspects on displayThe 32 suspects on displayThe 32 suspects on display



o c i o - E c o n o m i c  

SR i g h t s  a n d  
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  

Project, SERAP, has urged 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to immediately 
reverse the decision to block 
over 72 million active 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
subscribers from making 
calls on their Subscriber 
Identity Modules, SIMs.

Last week, the Federal 
Gover nment  'ordered '  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
c o m p a n i e s  t o  b l o c k  
outgoing calls  on al l  
unlinked lines as the 
deadline for the verification 
expired on March 31. 
Following the directive, 
over 72 million subscribers 
have now been barred from 
making calls.

In the open letter dated 
April 9, 2022, by SERAP 
Deputy Director, Kolawole 
O l u w a d a r e ,  t h e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  s a i d ,  
“Blocking people from 
making calls undermines 
their ability to communicate 
freely, and associate with 
others. It infringes their 
r ights  to  f reedom of  
expression and family life, 
as well as socio-economic 
rights.”

SERAP, “The decision 
will have a chilling effect, 
d i s s u a d i n g  t h e  f r e e  
expression of  ideas and 
information.”

According to SERAP, 
“The decision to block 
people from making calls is 
a lso inconsistent  and 
incompatible with the 
country's international legal 
obligations to respect, 
protect ,  promote and 
facilitate economic and 
social rights. The decision 
contradicts the tenets of  the 
r u l e  o f  l a w,  a n d  a  
democratic society.

“Immediately reversing 
the decision would be in 
c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  
Nigerian Constitution of  
1999 [as amended], and 
Nigeria's international 
human rights obligations.

“Reversing the decision 
would also improve the 
c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
international community in 
human rights and the rule of  
law in Nigeria.”

The letter, read in part, 
“ A c c e s s  t o  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
services is a condition sine 
qua non for the effective 
exercise of  human rights. 
Therefore, the decision to 
block people from making 
calls is discriminatory, and a 

travesty.
“The decision will 

cause a wide variety of  
harms to economic activity, 
p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y,  a n d  
disproportionately affect 
those on the margins of  
society. This will directly 
hinder the ability of  the 
government to achieve the 
2030 Agenda's Goal 8 on 
the promotion of  sustained, 
inc lus ive,  sus ta inab le  
economic growth.

“Millions of  Nigerians 
including persons with 
disabilities, elderly citizens, 
persons living in remote 

iger ia  raked in 

Nabout  $868 .5m 
(N361.43bn at the 

official exchange rate of  
N416.15/$) from gas export 
a n d  N 1 3 . 3 6 b n  f r o m 
domestic gas sale in 2021, 
an analysis of  the latest gas 
revenue data and other 
monthly reports obtained 
from the Nigerian National 
P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y 
Limited showed. 

Data from the oil firm 
showed that the Federal 
G o ve r n m e n t  t h r o u g h 
NNPC garnered the funds 
from the sale of  Natural Gas 
L i q u i d s / L i q u e f i e d 
Petroleum Gas, as well as 
Nigeria Liquefied Natural 
Gas feedstock. 

It was learnt that the 
joint venture partners of  
NNPC in the gas business 
during the review period 
include Chevron Nigeria 
Limited, Mobil Producing 
Nigeria, Shell Petroleum 
Development Company 
and Total Exploration and 
Production Nigeria. 

Findings showed that in 
January 2021, the country 
earned $50.19m from the 
export of  NLNG feedstock 
and made N1.05bn on 
domestic NGL/LPG, while 
in February it made $26.6m 
a n d  $ 9 0 . 3 8 m  f r o m 
NGL/LPG and NLNG 
f e e d s t o c k  e x p o r t s 
respectively.

The country earned 
N1.24bn from domestic 
NGL/LPG in February last 
year. 

Fo r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  
March, the NNPC stated 
that gas sale earnings from 
NGL/LPG and NLNG 
feedstock were $15.89m and 
$68.29m respectively, as the 
country raked in $34.32m 
and N1.25bn from NLNG 

feedstock and domestic 
NGL/LPG respectively in 
April. 

D a t a  f r o m  N N P C 
showed that $36.01m was 
e a r n e d  f r o m  N L N G 
feedstock in May 2021, 
while NGL/LPG domestic 
was put at N1.25bn. 

In June, Nigeria made 
$19.95m and $44.01m from 
the export of  NGL/LPG 
a n d  N L N G  f e e d s t o c k 
respect ive ly,  whi le  i t s 
earnings from NGL/LPG 
domestic was N1.63bn. 

N o  a m o u n t  w a s 
recorded as earning from 
NGL/LPG expor t and 
NGL/LPG domestic in the 
month of  July last year, but 
the country made $54.396m 
from NLNG feedstock in 
the same month. 

The August 2021 export 
gas receipt  for NLNG 
feedstock was $52.78m, as 
NGL/LPG domestic was 
N 1 . 7 4 b n ,  w h i l e  i n 
September, the country 
m a d e  $ 3 2 . 2 3 4 m  a n d 
$84.8m from NGL/LPG 
a n d  N L N G  f e e d s t o c k 
exports respectively. 

Nigeria's revenue from 
NGL/LPG domestic in 
September  was  put  a t 
N4.1bn. 

 The countr y ' s  gas 
earnings in October from 
N L N G  f e e d s t o c k  a n d 
NGL/LPG were slipped 
i n t o  t h e  n ex t  m o n t h , 
according to information 
from NNPC. 

In November, earnings 
f r o m  t h e  e x p o r t s  o f  
NGL/LPG and NLNG 
feedstock were $40.14m and 
$149.95m respectively, 
while NGL/LPG domestic 
was N4.1bn.

In the final month of  
last year, December, the 
NNPC explained that the 

proceeds from NGL/LPG 
e x p o r t  h a d  ye t  t o  b e 
reflected in the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria/Chevron 
Joint Venture account at the 
time, as CNL was the JV 
partner involved in the 
transaction.

It, however, stated that a 
total receipt of  $68.53m was 
earned from the sale of  
N L N G  f e e d s t o c k  i n 
December 2021. 

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Gover nment  has  been 
making efforts to deepen the 
country's gas earnings, as 
Nigeria has abundant gas 
resources than crude oil. 

L a s t  m o n t h ,  f o r 
instance, the Minister of  
S t a t e  f o r  P e t r o l e u m 
Resources, Chief  Timipre 
Sylva, called on the United 
Sta tes  Gover nment  to 

orbes has released its Fa n n u a l  W o r l d ' s 
Billionaires List for 

the year 2022. This year's list 
ranks 2,668 bill ionaires 
across the world. Three 
Africans, all Nigerians were 
in the Top 500 of  the list.

Aliko Dangote who 
remains Africa's richest man 
in Africa is the first African 
on the list at No. 130, ranking 

t h e   D a n g o t e  G r o u p 
Chairman so for the 11th 
successive time.

His total earnings of  $14 
b i l l i o n  p l a c e  h i m  s o . 
Globacom's  boss,  Mike 
Adenuga, is number 324 and 
the second African on the list, 
with his $7.3 billion fortune. 
BUA Group Chairman, 
Abdulsamad Rabiu,  was 
listed at number 350 with his 

$6.9 billion fortune. 
Francoise Bettencourt 

Meyers with her $74.8 billion 
fortune was ranked as the 
richest woman on the planet 
for the second year running. 
She is number 14 on the 
general list.

She's the granddaughter 
of  the founder of  beauty 
giant L'Oréal.

support Nigeria with funds 
to develop Nigeria's natural 
gas resources so as to serve 
as alternative source of  
energy for Europe. 

He made the call on the 
heels of  the war by Russia in 
Ukraine, which posed a 
threat and disruption of  gas 
supplies from Russia to the 
entire Europe. 

Sylva disclosed this 
while speaking at a meeting 
with the US Secretary of  
Energy, Jennifer Granholm, 
on the side-lines of  the 
CERA Week, in Houston 
Texas. 

He was quoted in a 
statement issued by his 
media aide, Horatius Egua, 
as saying, “It is in the 
in te res t  o f  the  g loba l 
community that there is 
alternative supply of  gas to 

Europe. 
“The challenge for us to 

achieve this feat has been 
lack of  infrastructure and 
we need funding to develop 
infrastructure for our gas 
and we believe that the US 
can provide that funding.” 

T h e  m i n i s t e r  t o l d 
Granholm that Nigeria had 
a b u n d a n t  n a t u r a l  g a s 
resources that could meet 
European gas demands, but 
stressed that the problem 
had been access to funds. 

He stated that as part of  
efforts to boost gas supplies 
a c r o s s  t h e  A f r i c a n 
continent, Nigeria had 
e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e 
construction of  a 600km 
Ajaokuta-Kaduna-Kano 
gas pipeline designed to 
take gas to Europe via 
North Africa. 

areas have been unable to 
capture their biometrics, 
and obtain their National 
Identity Numbers [NINs] 
due to logistical challenges, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  
bureaucratic burdens, as 
well as the persistent 
collapse of  the national 
grid.

“This has resulted in the 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o f  
marginalized or vulnerable 
groups.

“We would be grateful 
if  the decision to block 
people from making calls on 
their SIMs is reversed 

within 48 hours of  the 
receipt and/or publication 
of  this letter. If  we have not 
heard from you by then, 
SERAP shall take all 
appropriate legal actions in 
the public interest to ensure 
full compliance with human 
rights standards.

“The rights to freedom 
of  expression, access to 
information, and freedom 
of  association, whether 
offline or online promote 
the democratic ideal by 
allowing citizens to voice 
their concerns, challenge 
governmental institutions, 

and hold gover nment 
accountable for its actions.

“We support any lawful 
means to address the 
growing insecurity across 
the country. However, while 
the authorities have a legal 
responsibility to protect, 
ensure and secure the rights 
to life and property, any 
such responsibility ought to 
be discharged in conformity 
w i t h  h u m a n  r i g h t s  
standards.

“While we recognize 
t h e  n e e d  f o r  y o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  
measures to ensure security 
and safety of  the people in 
the country, we are seriously 
concerned that the decision 

to block people from 
making calls appears to go 
beyond the restrictions on 
the rights to freedom of  
expression, information, 
and association.”

SERAP maintained 
that the decision to block 
over 72 million subscribers 
from making calls on their 
SIMs also “amounts to an 
arbi trar y or  unlawful  
interference with their right 
to family life, and socio-
economic rights, as it 
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
in te r fe res  wi th  these  
f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  
rights.”
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NIN-SIM: Reverse decision to block phone lines of 72 million
subscribers, SERAP tells Buhari

Nigeria made N374.8bn from domestic, export gas sale
in 2021 – NNPC

Dangote, Adenuga, Rabiu top Forbes
billionaires’ list
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he zoning committee of the opposition Peoples Democratic Party, contrary to the expectation of its southern members, has recommended Tan open race for the party's 2023 presidential ticket. The party's 37-person zoning committee, headed by Benue State Governor, Samuel 
Ortom, which took the decision at the Benue State Governor's Lodge, Asokoro, Abuja, on Tuesday, cited 'exigency of time' for its 

recommendation. The committee based its recommendation on the high voter turnout in the North and the party's determination to return to 
power. The committee stated that although zoning was affirmed in the party's constitution, exigencies of time made it to dump the arrangement. 
But the recommendation of the committee generated angry reactions from organisations such as the Igbo socio-cultural group, the Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, the Pan-Niger Delta Forum and the Middle Belt Forum with some of them saying it would affect the chances of the PDP in the 2023 
polls. But justifying its decision, the PDP committee, in the document titled, “Recommendations of PDP Zoning Committee,” stated, “ Zoning, 
as in our party constitution, is affirmed. In spite of the above, the ticket is thrown open, this time around due to the exigency of the time. 
PANDEF in its reaction expressed dismay at the decision of the zoning committee of the PDP. PANDEF in a statement by its National Publicity 
Secretary, Ken Robinson, said the decision arrived at by the Governor Samuel Ortom-led committee would have consequences. Robinson alleged 
that the committee was playing out a script, saying its decision was, however, not surprising, insisting that for fairness, equity and justice, the 
next president in 2023 should come from the South-South. Ohanaeze Ndigbo described the recommendation of the committee as the height of the 
hypocrisy of politicians. The spokesman for the apex Igbo body, Chief Alex Ogbonnia, advised presidential aspirants from the South-East not to 
be demoralised instead should continue in the struggle until the result is achieved. On his part, the President, Middle Belt Forum, Dr Pogu Bitrus, 
insisted that a southern Presidency in 2023 was not negotiable.

ur party is encouraged to always make the issue of zoning 

Overy clear at least six months before sales of  forms. “Our 

party should commend the efforts of  some of  our 

contestants on the issue of  consensus candidacy; the efforts should 

be seen to a peaceful and logical conclusion.” “The good news for 

teaming supporters of  the PDP and Nigerians is that we have 

resolved and every one of  us – the 37 members – unanimously 

adopted the position that we are going to present to NEC.”  “By the 

grace of  God, we have unanimously adopted a position that will be 

sent to the NEC of  our party that appointed us. “Reference was made 

to the 10 states with the highest turnout of  voters in the 2019 election. 

Of  these 10, nine were northern states and only Lagos made the list. 

Kano, Kaduna, Katsina had the highest number of  voters' turnout 

while Lagos came a distant fourth. “Aspirants should be allowed to 

test their popularity at the primary election but if  they choose to 

adopt a consensus approach, that will be acceptable to the party. It is 

a position member of  the committee was comfortable with.

t is an awful decision and there will be consequences. But we are not Iutterly surprised at the development. “The outcome was predictable; 
there were evident pointers that this would be the conclusion. 

Governor Ortom's Committee had a script and they have played it out, with 
due deference to some patriots that were in the committee. “The level of  
desperation and political debauchery being demonstrated by some political 
stakeholders is deplorable and quite disappointing. Regrettably, we are in a 
society where it seems anything goes.” “Any person that rises to oppose 
zoning is not very well-informed about zoning,” adding, “every Nigeria 
had known about this zoning. It is in the constitution, it has been the 
practice, it has favoured all other geo-political zones and they are all aware. 
“So, for anyone to even make that remark is the height of  hypocrisy and 
that is the dangerous thing about Nigerian politicians' inability to stand for 
truth and principles. But there must be justice.” “Unfortunately for this 
country, with all these agitations going on in the South East, there can't be 
peace, there can't be unity, there can't be nation-building and there can't be 
development or sustainable development. So who is losing? Who is 
disadvantaged? Who are they targeting? It is a matter of  choice for Nigeria, 
is it for Nigeria to continue to retrogress or to progress,” “Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, however, will continue to talk in a relentless exercise. So we cannot 
be discouraged because we know that we are on the path to peace, a path for 
unity, a path for equity and justice, a part that will unify Nigeria on 
sustainable national development and anything to the contrary will not be 
good for the country.m “We stand by our word. We are consistent. We will 
work against any party that produces a northern candidate and we are not 
shying away from our commitment. As far as we are concerned, the North 
has had it for eight years and it should go to the South.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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PDP panel dumps zoning, Ohanaeze,
PANDEF, MBF, governors threaten party

Allow each contestant test
their popularity – PDP 

It is height of hypocrisy – Ohanaeze
PDP will lose if northerner emerges – MBF
Decision of PDP zoning committee awful,
disappointing – PANDEF
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rendan Rodgers has Breminded Kelechi 
Iheanacho of  the 

“golden rule” of  being a 
striker after his three dinked 
finishes missed the target. 

The  Le ices te r  Ci ty 
manager has watched from 
t h e  t o u c h l i n e  a s  h i s 
frontman, playing in place 
of  the injured Jamie Vardy, 

h e l s e a  b o s s , 

CThomas Tuchel, 
h a s  u r g e d  h i s 

players to prove their status 
at Real Madrid this week.

The Blues boss hailed 
his side for rediscovering 
their poise in Saturday's 6-0 
Premier League thumping 
of  Southampton.

Che l sea  los t  the i r 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
quarter-final first leg 3-1 to 
Real on Wednesday, after 
being humbled 4-1 by 
Brentford the previous 
weekend.

Asked i f  a  potent 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a t 
Southampton can boost the 
Blues' chances in Madrid, 
Tuchel replied: “It was 

necessary that we turned 
things around but we came 
from a long streak of  
games, then we had the 
international break and we 
had five days afterwards 
where we didn't feel the 
same.

“So it was not a huge 
turnaround, it was not 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c h a n g e 
everything, but it was the 
moment for us, I had the 
feeling, to tell the group the 
truth, my honest opinion, 
and tell them as a part of  
the group this is how I feel.

“And so the message 
was clear, and obviously 
everybody took it in the 
right way, I included myself  
in the message, and so it 

was necessary to step up.
“It is on the players to 

live up to what we play and 
they did it in an impressive 
manner.

“So it's now a time to 
move on because we've 
found what  makes  us 
strong and it was another 
proof  of  that and we keep 
on going.”

Rather than rue his 
striker's misses, he praised 
Iheanacho for having the 
confidence to take on the 
dink, but reminded him of  
the importance of  working 
the goalkeeper.

Rodgers said “You need 
to have variety in your 
finishes, of  course. I saw 
him this afternoon with the 
chiropodist, getting his feet 
done, and I asked her to 
shave a bit off  his toe, just so 
he could bring it down a 
little bit. 

“He's shown that he can 
score goals. I love that 
confidence. I love that 

atford winger, 

WIsmaila Sarr, has 
refuted claims 

made by his 'agent' over a 
summer exit.

The 24-year-old has 
been linked with a move to 
Merseyside for some time, 
although the rumours failed 
to materialise into a concrete 
move last summer.

His 'agent' Thierno 
Seydi spoke to Senegalese 
o u t l e t  A P S,  c l a i m i n g 
Watford have 'agreed' to sell 

a r c e l o n a  v i c e -Bpresident, Rafa Yuste 
has cast doubt on a 

move for Borussia Dortmund 
striker Erling Haaland.

Yuste  presented the 
tournament 'Barça Academy 
World Cup' which takes place 
in Easter, from 11-14 April, at 
the club's training ground.

He was asked questions 
about the first team too.

On Haaland, he said: 
“We're working to give hope 

back but we will not do 
anything imprudent.”

On Ousmane Dembele, 
he was more optimistic.

“Ousmane is very happy, 
we want him to continue. The 
negotiation is on track and we 
will see how it ends up. The 
intention is for him to stay 
here.”

In general though, he was 
firm: “We won't throw the 
house out of  the window, 
whoever it's for.”

anchester United Mhero Nemanja 
Vidic says Harry 

M a g u i r e  s h o u l d  b e 
w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  t h e 
frontline.

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international was once 
again at the forefront of  
criticism alongside many of  
his Red Devils team-mates 
as they crashed to a 1-0 
defeat away to Everton to 
suffer a major blow in their 
hopes to bag Champions 
League football next season.

“Every player has a 
problem with form at some 
time in his career,” Vidic 
told the Athletic. “I did and 
it's clear that Maguire is not 
at his best this season.

“The player needs to feel 
powerful and strong on the 
pitch again, not as it is now 
where he feels that it's not 
happening for him.

“It's difficult to play well 

when you're under so much 
pressure because people are 
waiting for you to make a 
mistake. You're asking me 
this and I'm replying as a 
coach.”

the player in the summer. 
Sarr has now shared a 
message of  his own and 
refuted such claims.

H e  w r o t e  o n 
I n s t a g r a m :  “ R e c e n t 
statements about my future 
do not commit me and I am 
not committed to any agent.

“I am under contract 
with Watford and remain 
totally focused and involved 
in the club's objective of  
remaining in the Premier 
League.”

has tried a cute chip when 
through one-on-one in the 
last three outings, but failed 
to find the net each time. 

I n  t h e i r  w i n  o v e r 
B r e n t f o r d ,  I h e a n a c h o 
created a chance for himself, 
surging between two centre-
backs before dinking his 
a t t e m p t  w i d e .  A t 
Manchester United, he 

ability to be able to do that. 
But of  course, you want 
them to hit the target. That's 
the golden rule as a striker, 
to hit the target.

“He's been in a couple 
of  those positions, and it just 
went wide on the Brentford 
one, the one at Man United 
nearly went out of  the 
stadium, and the one against 
PSV just went wide. He 
knows that himself. It's great 
that they have the variation 
now. You have to have that 
variation as a striker.” 

With Vardy out injured 
wi th  a  knee  p rob lem, 
Iheanacho looks to have 

latched onto Jadon Sancho's 
misplaced back-pass but 
scooped the ball over the bar 
from a tight angle. And then, 
in Thursday's draw with 
PSV, he missed the biggest 
chance of  the match when 
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall's 
interception sent him clear, 
his lob bouncing past the 
post. 

taken over as Rodgers' first-
choice striker for now, and 
retains the faith of  the boss. 
The Nigerian has seven 
goals to his name so far in all 
competitions, having scored 
19 last term. 

Rodgers added: “If  you 
take Jamie out, you lose that 
natural goalscorer who has 
that penetration, and that 
experience. Kels has shown 
he can score goals and was 
our top goalscorer last 
season. But it's getting goals 
from other areas of  the 
team.” 
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You need variety in finishing, Rodgers tells Iheanacho

Watford winger, Sarr denies fake
agent's claims

Bernabeu visit: Tuchel charges
Chelsea stars

Vidic urges Man Utd to give Maguire
a break

Haaland's move to Barcelona in doubt
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ormer Manchester FUnited coach, Rene 
Meulensteen has 

rubbished Paul Pogba's 
game, saying he's not a 
Premier League player.

Pogba was part of  a 
United side beaten 1-0 by 
r e l ega t ion - th rea tened 
Ever ton  on  Sa turday, 
further denting their top 

r y s t a l  P a l a c e 

CUnder-18 forward, 
A d e m o l a  O l a -

Adebomi has signed his first 
professional contract with 
the club.

The 18-year-old has 
enjoyed a commendable 
individual season as part of  
Rob Quinn's Under-18s, 

oman Abramovich Rhas made a bid to 
buy Valencia once 

the sale of  Chelsea has been 
completed, according to 
reports.

A b r a m o v i c h  p u t 
Chelsea up for sale at the start 
of  March before being hit by 

s a n c t i o n s  b y  t h e  U K 
government.

After being linked with 
buying Turkish Super Lig 
outfit Goztepe, Abramovich 
has now made an offer to buy 
La Liga side Valencia, as per 
Plaza Deportivo (via Sport 
Witness).

Rival bidder, Miguel 
Zorio claims that current 
Valencia owner Peter Lim 
has leaked the Russian 
oligarch's bid to the media.

“Peter Lim has tried to 
sell the club in London for 
250 million Euros and has 
not succeeded,” Zorio is 

reported as saying.
“Lately, he has leaked 

to international media that 
he has two purchase offers, 
mine and that of  the Russian 
oligarch of  Chelsea.

Valencia are up for sale 
after years of  f inancial 
mismanagement by Lim, 
who has watched the Spanish 
club slide down the La Liga 
table in recent seasons.

scoring 14 goals from 22 
appearances as the U18s sit 
third in the league.

Ola-Adebomi joined 
Palace 10 years ago aged 
e i g h t  a n d  p r o g r e s s e d 
through the age groups, 
coming on as the Under-15s 
won the national Super 
Floodlit Cup final for the 

first time in club history. He 
is a powerful centre-forward 
who made his Under-18s 
breakthrough in 2020/21.

Ola-Adebomi said: “It's 
what I've dreamed of  since 
the age of  eight, since I 
joined the Academy. To get 
a professional contract here 
means the world to me.

“This season has been 
my best season so far. I feel 

adio Mane struck a 

Scrucial equaliser to 
ensure  Liver pool 

remain just a point behind 
leaders Manchester City 
following an enthralling 2-2 
draw between the two title 
rivals at Etihad Stadium.

T h e  r e i g n i n g 
champions dominated 
most of  the first half  and 
took the  lead  on f ive 

minutes when Kevin De 
Bruyne's heavily deflected 
strike deceived Alisson and 
flew in off  the far post.

L i ve r p o o l  l o o k e d 
anxious and uncomfortable 
at the back and could easily 
have fallen further behind 
before putting together a 
superb move to level on 13 
minutes.

Tr e n t  A l e x a n d e r -

Arnold chipped in with 
another fine assist when he 
t o u c h e d  b a c k  A n d y 
Robertson's sweeping cross 
for Diogo Jota to coolly steer 
a low shot beyond Ederson.

C i t y  c o n t i nu e d  t o 

d o m i n a t e  d e s p i t e  t h e 
setback and regained the 
lead when Gabriel Jesus 
made a late run to beat 
Liverpool's offside trap and 
nip in ahead of  Alisson to 
net off  a left-wing cross.

l i ke  I 'm  p lay ing  w i th 
confidence and I'm scoring 
goals, assisting goals and 
playing well. As a team 
we've moulded well, and I 
feel like we're battling for 
the title, which is quite big. 
Hopefully we can go on and 
win the title… The aim was 
to win it this year, which I 
f e e l  l i k e  i s  p o s s i b l e , 
definitely.”

apoli 's  Scudetto 

Nhopes suffered a 
huge blow after a 3-

2 home defeat to in-form 
Fiorentina despite a stunning 
strike from Victor Osimhen.

Luciano Spaletti's side 
made a bright start with the 
returning Osimhen heading 
wide with the goal at his 
mercy and also having an 
effort disallowed for offside.

La Viola slowly grew in 
confidence and took the lead 
when a headed clearance fell 
to Nicolás González who 
hammered the ball in off  the 

post for his fourth goal of  the 
season.

The visitors continued to 
waste opportunities with 
Mario Rui blazing the ball 
over from close range.

Splaet t i  brought  on 
striker Hirzing Lozano and 
Dries Mertens in the second 
half  for some more attacking 
firepower.

It was more of  the same 
from Napoli with their final 
ball letting them down until 
Mertens equalised with his 
first touch with a pinpoint 
low strike into the bottom 

corner for his first goal since 
January.

The hosts then made a 
couple of  changes and it was 
sub Jonathan Ikone who also 
netted with his first touch, 
lashing the ball into the 
bottom corner a minute after 
coming on.

And Fiorentina went 
fu r the r  ahead  th rough 

Brazilian Arthur Cabral's 
solo effort.

The visitors reduced 
their  def ic i t  through a 
spectacular half  volley from 
Nigeria forward Osimhen in 
t h e  c l o s i n g  s t a ge s  b u t 
Fiorentina held on to climb 
to seventh while Napoli 
remain third and a point 
behind Serie A leaders AC 
Milan who have a game in 
hand.

four hopes, and looks to be 
on the way out when his 
contract expires in the 
summer.

“Failure is a big word 
but has Pogba lived up to the 
expectations? I don't think 
so,” Meulensteen, who has 
been linked with a return to 
Man Utd if  Erik ten Hag is 
confirmed as manager, told 
Stadium Astro. “He knew 
what the expectations were 
when he came back, to 
compete for the Premier 

League and the Champions 
League. 

“Not everything has 
clicked with the players 
around him or the system,” 
the 58-year-old continued. 
“Does he actually suit the 
Premier League?

'What frustrated me a 
little bit is Paul has never 
r e a l l y  o u t s p o k e n  h i s 
commitment to United. He's 
never came out there and 
said he's going to stay and 
bring United back to where 

they belong.
“There's always been 

issues over his future and 
that doesn't sit well with the 
fans. It's not just one player 
though, there's many more 
issues  that  need to be 
addressed before United are 
going to get back on the right 
track.

“Since he's come back it 
hasn't really happened for 
him or Manchester United. I 
think he will leave now.”
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Pogba not a Premier League player
says ex-Man Utd coach, Meulensteen

Osimhen nets as Napoli stumble in Serie A title
chase after Fiorentina loss

Crystal Palace striker, Ademola Ola-Adebomi
pens pro deal

Man City and Liverpool share spoils in thrilling
match up

Abramovich set to buy La Liga club, Valencia,
after the sale of Chelsea
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he Attorney-General of  Tthe Federation (AGF) 
i s  t h e  C h i e f  L aw 

Officer of  the country and as 
the Chief  Law Officer, the 
actions and reactions of  
whoever occupies the office 
must transcend partisanship 
and self ish interest.  The 
position requires one whose 
mind is ruled by conscience 
with impeccable character that 
r i s e s  a b ove  d e b i l i t a t i n g 
tendencies that undermine 
democra t i c  po l i t i c s  and 
national peace. 

Section 150(1) of  the 1999 
Constitution provides that: 
"There shall be an Attorney-
General of  the Federation who 
shall be the Chief  Law Officer 
of  the Federat ion and a 
Minister of  the Government of  
the Federation."

A onetime occupant of  
t h a t  o f f i c e,  M o h a m m e d 
Adoke, in his book, Burden of  
Service: Reminiscences of  
Nigeria's Former Attorney-
General, noted thus: “As Chief  
L a w  O f f i c e r ,  t h e 
responsibilities of  the AGF is 
like no other in the Federal 
Executive Council, FEC … the 
A G F  h a s  a  s p e c i a l 
r e spons ib i l i t y  to  be  the 
guardian of  the Constitution. 
He has a special  role in 
advising the government to 
ensure that the rule of  law is 
m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  t h a t 
government actions pass acid 
test of  constitutionality.”

It is within the purview of  
the Attorney-General to advise 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e 
government on all matters of  
law and correct interpretation 
of  the Constitution. Such is the 
e n o r m o u s  p o w e r s  a n d 
responsibilities of  the office 
that any misstep in recruitment 
has dire consequences.

But that seems not in place, 
with the Nigeria's Malami who 
see s  h imse l f  no t  a s  the 
Attor ney-General  of  the 

Federation and Chief  Law 
officer to himself, his inordinate 
r a t h e r  t h a n  e n s u r e  t h e 
entrenchment of  the rule of  law 
a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
fundamental rights of  Nigerians.

Malami hides under fiendish 
theatrics and political maneuvers 
to demarket  his  perceived 
enemies and canonize self  and 
friends, especially towards 2023 
general election. 

For instance, in 2018, Mr 
Malami ' s  j u s t i f i ca t ion  o f  
government's disobedience of  
court orders for the release of  
fo r mer  Nat iona l  Secur i ty 
Adviser, Sambo Dasuki, was not 
only inimical to President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ' s 
administration but also an insult 
to the AGF's position as the 
Chief  law officer of  Nigeria. An 
action which attracted reactions 
from some lawyers who berated 
the Minister of  Justice and 

A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Federation, Abubakar Malami, 
demanding that he be de-robed.

H o w e v e r ,  M a l a m i ' s 
submittal in support of  Dasuki's 
incarceration is an instance, of  
an obvious negation of  his 
constitutional responsibility as 
the Chief  law officer of  the 
nation.

The controversial role of  Mr 
M a l a m i  i n  t h e  e q u a l l y 
contentious reinstatement of  
fugitive former pension boss, 
Abdulrasheed Maina, is another 
instance of  his unfitness for the 
position he found himself  in 
P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i ' s 
administration.

As stated among the list of  
his responsibilities in section 174 
(3) of  the Constitution: “In 
exercising his powers under this 
section, the Attorney-General of  
the Federation shall have regard 
to the public interest, the interest 

of  justice and the need to prevent 
abuse of  legal process”.

A g a i n ,  M r  A b u b a k a r 
Malami, in manner unbecoming 
of  a Chief  Law Officer, of  a 
nation, went to Federal High 
Court, Umuahia, challenging 
S e c t i o n  8 4 ( 1 2 )  o f  r e c e n t 
Electoral Act Amendment Act 
2022, passed by the National 
Assembly and subsequently 
a s s e n t e d  t o  b y  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari, a few 
months ago, wherein, the court, 
on March 18, ruled that the 
section was at variance with the 
constitution which provides that 
public officers contesting public 
office should only resign 30 days 
to an election. The court ordered 
the AGF to delete the section.

R i s i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e 
u n d e m o c r a t i c  a c t i o n s  o f  
Abubakar Malami, the National 
Assembly has begun moves to 
thwart the ruling of  the FHC, 

Umahia with human rights 
lawyer, Mr Kayode Ajulo, who 
have been hired by the National 
Assembly to take up the matter at 
the Appeal Court.

S e c t i o n  8 4 ( 1 2 )  o f  t h e 
Electoral Act bars all political 
appointees including ministers, 
commissioners and aides from 
contesting or voting in any party 
primary except they resign their 
appointments.

Amidst the controversies, 
the Senate President, Lawan and 
his Deputy, Omo-Agege, have 
given aides intending to contest, 
an ultimatum to resign.

Cross River State Governor, 
Prof. Ben Ayade has political 
appointees seeking elective 
offices to resign.

This is in accordance with 
the statement credited to the 
S t a t e  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress (APC) all 
persons seeking elective offices at 
the 2023 general election who fell 
into the Section 84(12) category 
to resign latest by April 8, 2022.

The Bauchi State Governor, 
Bala Mohammed, has also 
gaving political appointees and 
p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  i n  h i s 
administration two days to resign 
i f  they had an interest  in 
contesting any position in the 
2023 general elections.

It therefore, kind to say our 
democracy is  appreciating 
desp i te  Malami ' s  obv ious 
attempts scuttle the growing 
system. 

It could be recalled that Mr 
Malami was the national legal 
adviser for the defunct Congress 
for Progressives Change (CPC), 
a party founded by Mr Buhari in 
2010. CPC was one of  the 
opposition parties which fused 
in to  the  Al l  P rog res s ives 
Congress (APC) on which 
platform Mr Buhari won the 
presidential election in 2015. He 
was appointed as the Attorney-
General  and Minister for 
Justice, in November 2015
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