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 News

By Ikenna Orioha

C
ommandant, Ni-
geria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps 

(NSCDC), Imo State,
Michael Besong O’Gara 

has assured that the com-
mand will redouble effort 
in order to nip crime and 
insecurity in the bud for im-
proved peace, comfort and 
security of  life and property 
in the state.

The Commandant gave 
the assurance when the 
command joined its coun-
terparts across the world to 
commemorate the Interna-
tional Day for Civil Defence 
which takes place every first 
day of  March, in Owerri, 
saying the command has 
been involved in activities in 
line with its core mandate of  
protecting life and property 
of  citizens.

Assuring of  the com-

Int’l Civil Defence Day: NSCDC assures of
fight against crime

mand’s willingness on im-
provement and proactive-
ness, Ogar stressed that 
NSCDC has been fighting 
“vandalism, trafficking in 
human persons, the protec-
tion of  critical assets of  gov-
ernment, intelligence gath-
ering to nip crimes in the 
bud, use of  Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution to civil cas-
es, protection of  farm set-
tlements and most recently, 
protection of  schools with 
the introduction of  NSCDC 
Female Squad”.

He added that “it is a fact 
that in Imo State, there is no 
displaced population, but 
efforts are being put in place 
by the government along-
side the security agencies to 
ensure that insecurity does 
not lead to the displacement 
of  population in the state”. 

While mentioning some 
of  the feats recorded by the 
command under his watch, 

the commandant noted that 
“on assumption of  duty, the 
Anti- vandal Unit has been 
reinvigorated to perform op-
timally. This has led to the 
several arrests of  vandals 
and confiscation of  exhibits 
and prosecution of  the sus-
pects in the court of  compe-
tent jurisdiction”. 

“The image of  the Corps 
has been improved upon 
greatly. The relationship be-
tween the Command, Imo 
State Government and other 
security agencies have been 
maintained and sustained 
under my watch to such a 
robust one and hardly will 
there be any security as-
signment in the state that 
NSCDC is not involved. 
In line with the Comman-
dant- Generals formation 
of  NSCDC Female Rapid 
Response Squad, Imo State 
Command has thoroughly 
trained 48 female officers 

who have been deployed to 
their various duty posts”.

Reflecting that NSCDC 
became a member of  Inter-
national Civil Defense Or-
ganization (ICDO) on 7th 
of  October, 2004 and has 
since then domesticated the 
core operational standards 
set by ICDO in accordance 
with the Arts of  Establish-
ment of  the Corps in Nige-
ria geared to protecting and 
assisting human populace, 
safeguarding property and 
the environment from disas-
ter, Ogar thanked Imo State 
government for supporting 
NSCDC in its activities to 
maintain peace and security.

However, the theme of  
the event was “Civil De-
fense and Management of  
displaced Populations in the 
face of  Disasters and Crises; 
the Role of  Volunteers and 
the fight against the Pan-
demic”.

2023: Only transformational 
leader can save Nigeria, Bishop
Oforkansi tells NFSEP
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
irst female presiden-
tial aspirant come 
2023 general elec-

tion, Bishop Dr. Ify George 
Oforkansi has said that Ni-
gerian’s only saviour will be 
a transformational leader 
who can be able to tackle 
the maladies bedeviling the 
country.

Dr Offorkansi disclosed 
this during the courtesy call 
with the National Forum 
for South East President 
(NFESP) held at Umuahia 
during the weekend on the 
need to  deliberate on strat-
egies for the actualization 
of  an Igbo presidency from 
a southeast Igbo extraction.

The Penticostal fellow-
ship of  Nigeria, Bishop, 
stated that her agenda was 
that of  a transformation-
al agenda which will give 
birth to a new Nigeria.

She noted that a ‘Nine 
Point Agenda’ which in-

clude education, reforming 
the electricity sector, boost-
ing national raw materi-
als, tackling of  insecurity, 
improved and mechanised 
agriculture, among others 
have been mapped out for 
Nigeria.

Speaking, National Presi-
dent of  NFSEP, Dr. Patrick 
Enuneke noted that for the 
agitation of  a southeastern-
er to be the next president 
of  Nigeria is of  paramount 
important because of  equi-
ty and fairness. 

Enuneke added that the 
missionary aim was to sup-
port a creditable candidate 
who is of  Igbo extraction ir-
respective of  political party 
difference or affiliation. 

National Organising Sec-
retary NFESP, Nworgu Pat-
rick Obinna Elder, equally 
affirmed of  the group’s 
support through campaigns 
in social institutions in or-
der to ensure victory at the 
polls.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he students of  Nnam-
di Azikiwe Universi-
ty, (Unizik), Awka, 

Anambra State  on Tues -
day embarked on a protest 

against the current ASUU 
strike.

Recall that few days ago, 
the Academic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities, ASUU 
commenced a strike action 
against the Federal Govern-
ment for failure to meet up 

with their demands thereby 
shutting down Federal Uni-
versities across the State.

Reacting to the strike ac-
tion, The National Associ-
ation of  Nigerian Students 
(NANS) had instructed her 
members across the Coun-
try to initiate protest against 
the action.

The Students of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, howe-
ger took to the streets of  
Awka to register their dis-
pleasure against the ongo-
ing strike which according 
to them, is seriously affect-
ing their education.

Speaking with our cor-
respondent, one of  the 
protesters who identified 
himself  as Emmanuel ex-
plained that the insistent 
strike action have kept him 
in school more than the 
supposed year he should 
have stayed. He called on 
the government to quickly 

Anambra: FRSC partners NUJ to sensitise 
public on safety driving, others

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC), Anam-
bra State Command, 

Wednesday, partnered the State 
council of  Nigeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ) to sensitise 
the public on safety driving.

According to the State Sector 
Commander, Mr. Adeoye Ire-
lewuyi, the partnership became 
necessary because most road 
crashes in the country were 
caused by human factors.

Irelewuyi, who disclosed 
this when the Executive of  the 
NUJ, Anambra State Council 
paid a courtesy visit to his office 
in Awka, expressed optimism 
that with increased media cam-
paign, accidents would be re-
duced to a berest minimum in 
the state.

“Most of  accidents are atti-
tudinal. A vehicle cannot pick 
itself  up and run above speed 
limit. Someone must do that. 
A vehicle cannot overload it-
self. Someone has to overload 
it. A vehicle cannot on its own 
illegally overtake another if  no 
one is driving it. So, human 
factor is the main factor that 

causes road accident. And it is 
attitudinal. 

“You can only change how 
a person behaves by meeting 
with the persons. We need the 
media to sensitise the public 
on that. We need the media 
to get maximum reach to peo-
ple through radio, television, 
newspapers, social media and 
others. You are our key stake-
holders. We have realised that 
our works as safety managers 
on highways cannot be done 
without cooperation,” he stat-
ed. 

He further tasked the NUJ 
on effective utilisation of  its 
Special Marshall unit to ed-
ucate the public, and control 
the traffic, even as he assured 
that the command was ready 
to support the Union on its 
planned safety week celebra-
tions, among other things.

Earlier, the Chairman, NUJ, 
Anambra State Council, Dr. 
Odogwu Emeka Odogwu, 
said the visit was aimed at 
strengthening the relationship 
existing between the media 
and the FRSC officers, as well 
as to establish partnership with 
the command in the Union’s 
planned safety week and other 
sundry events.

intervene and permanently 
end the insistent strike as it 
is seriously affecting their 
education.

NYSC Trust Fund as antidote for 
unemployment  - NYSC DG
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
total of  1495 new 
corps members 
comprising of  931 

females and 564 males  have 
been sworn-in for  2022 
batch ‘A’ Stream 1 in Abia 
State by the National Youths 
Service Corps (NYSC).

The event was performed 
at NYSC permanent Ori-
entation Camp at Umuna, 
Bende LGA of  Abia and 
coordinated by Mr. Jingi 
Denis, the Abia State Coor-

dinator of  NYSC.
In an address by the Di-

rector-General of  NYSC, 
Brig Gen Ibrahim Shuaib 
delivered by Mr. Denis Jin-
gi, Abia State Coordinator 
of  NYSC, he  explained that 
a legislative bill for the es-
tablishment of  NYSC Trust 
Fund is presently before the 
National Assembly Abuja, 
promising that Corps mem-
bers would be empowered 
financially to realise their 
dreams of  becoming job cre-
ators, when the bill becomes 
a law.

He passionately appealed 
to the appropriate authori-
ties to provide the necessary 
enablement for the actual-
ization of  the Fund, as it will 
surely enhance the smooth 
operation of  the Scheme, 
especially by addressing the 
challenge of  infrastructure.

According to him, the trust 
fund would also “boost our 
skills and entrepreneurship 
development programme 
aimed at empowering Corps 
members for self-employ-
ment and wealth creation”.  

Recall that the House of  
Representatives had passed 
for second reading a bill to 
establish the National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) Trust 
Fund.

He had also added that the 
fund will be used to fund the 
monthly allowances need of  
corps members, sponsor the 
community development 
service of  the NYSC.

The NYSC Director Gen-
eral also appealed for the 
support of  all stakehold-
ers for the success of  the 
Scheme’s Health Initiative 
for Rural Dwellers (HIRD), 
which is aimed at provid-
ing easier access to free and 
qualitative health care, espe-
cially for the rural poor.

Ugwuanyi lifts ban on tricycle, motorcycle, 
tipper-truck operations in LGAs
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has lifted the 

ban on operation of  tricy-
cles, motorcycles and tip-
per-trucks in Nkanu East, 
Nkanu West and Enugu 
South Local Government 
Areas of  the state.

The ban was sequel to 
the rising insecurity in the 
affected area especially the 

recent attack on voters dur-
ing the just concluded Lo-
cal Government elections 
in the state.

 The ban was lifted after a 
security meeting with lead-
ers of  the Association of  
Tricycle Riders Transport 
Union (ATRTU) Enugu 
State, Motorcycle Trans-
port Union of  Enugu State, 
Nkanu East/West branches 
and the Enugu State Tipper 
Union of  Nigeria.

The union leaders were 

said to have admitted that 
hoodlums have infiltrated 
their associations to perpe-
trate criminal activities so 
as to tarnish their image.

In the meeting which 
held at the Government 
House, Enugu on Tuesday, 
the union leaders tendered 
unreserved apologies to the 
governor and pledged to 
fish out the bad eggs among 
them and support the efforts 
of  the security agencies to 
curb crimes in the state.
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Group lauds Ugwuanyi for lifting ban
on tricycle operations

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
Federal High Court 
in Abuja has re-
strained the Ebonyi 

State House of  Assembly 
from declaring the seats of  
three members including 
the Deputy Speaker of  the 
House, Hon. Odefa Obasi 
Odefa vacant or disturbing 
their legislative functions 
as elected members of  the 
House.

Justice Inyang Ekwo 
made the restraining order 
sequel to a motion exparte 
brought by three aggrieved 
lawmakers of  the Ebonyi 
state House of  Assembly, 
Mrs. Ngozi Lilian Eziulo 
(representing Afikpo Nort 
East); Oliver Osi (PDP-Ivo) 
and the Deputy Speaker 
Odefa Obasi Odefa (PDP- 
Oshiru/Ukawu/Abomege).

The House had purport-
edly declared the seats of  
Odefa and the two other 
lawmakers vacant.

The Assembly claimed 
Odefa wrote a letter resign-
ing His membership of  the 

Court restrains Ebonyi Assembly from
declaring seats of deputy speaker, others vacant

House an allegation Odefa 
denied.

The House also elected 
Ogbonnaya Ikoro as the 
new deputy speaker.

The House said it de-
clared the seats of  the law-
makers vacant for their al-
leged resignation from their 
party, Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) and defecting 
to the APC.

The lawmakers denied re-
signing their seats.

Justice Ekwo who grant-
ed the order after listening 
to counsel to the lawmak-
ers, Nkemekolam Okoro, 
specifically restrained the 
Speaker of  the Ebonyi 
State House of  Assembly, 
the Clerk of  the Ebonyi 
State House of  Assembly; 
Ebonyi state House of  As-
sembly and Hon. Kingsley 
Ogbonna Ikoro, from “tak-
ing any other further steps 
as it relates to the entire 
circumstances of  this mat-
ter and as from disturbing 
the plaintiffs membership 
of  the Ebonyi state House 
of  Assembly pending the 
hearing and determination 

Members of the Nigerian Institution of Metallurgical Minning and Materials Engineers (NIMMME), a division of the Ni-
gerian Society of Engineers (NSE), Awka Chapter, Anambra State during the award of the former Minister of Science and 
Technology, late Professor Gordian Obumneme Ezekwe, with the highest mentorship of the society.

of  the motion on notice.
”An order is hereby made 

directing the parties in this 
suit to maintain status quo 
ante bellum that existed on 
the 18th day of  February 
2022, pending the hearing 
and final determination of  
the motion on notice al-

ready pending before the 
court.

Other defendants in the 
suit marked FHC/ABJ/
CS/223/2022 are the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC); At-
torney General of  the Fed-
eration (AGF); the Inspec-

Accident along Port Harcourt-
Aba road kills 8
By Godson Nwosu, PH

R
ivers State Police 
Command has as-
sured the general 

public that it will investi-
gate the actual cause of  the 
accident that claimed the 
lives of  occupants of  a com-
mercial bus along Port Har-
court-Aba express way.

The assurance came 
following an accident that 
claimed about eighteen pas-
sengers on board in a com-
mercial bus along Port Har-
court-Aba express way.

A source who com-
firmed the accident to News 
Echo said the accident 
which occured immediate-

tor General of  Police and 
the Department of  State 
Service.

Meanwhile, the court has 
equally directed the plain-
tiffs to serve the originat-
ing processes in the matter 
and all other subsequent 
processes be served on the 

defendants by substituted 
means to wit: by delivering 
to any adult, official, staff, 
or person and or by pasting 
at Ebonyi state Liaison of-
fice, at plot 146, Mississippi 
Street, off  Alvan Ikoku way, 
Abuja.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

L
eadership of  the As-
sociation of  Tricycle 
Riders Transport Un-

ion (ATRTU) has lauded 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi  
of  Enugu State for lifting ban 
on tricycle operations to ease 
untold hardship on its teem-
ing members in the state.

The State Chairman of  
ATRTU, Mr. Benjamin Ikah, 
told newsmen in Enugu on 
Wednesday that since the 
lift of  the ban on March 1, 
members of  the association 
had been full of  thanks to 
Ugwuanyi.

It could be recalled that the 

governor lifted the ban after 
a meeting with leadership of  
tricycle, motorcycle and tip-
per truck unions within the 
state on Tuesday.

The ban, which was 
placed on Feb. 24, came into 
force due to insecurity issues 
allegedly involving members 
of  the unions in the state.

According to Ikah, the 
union members are so hap-
py that “we have a listening 
governor to have lifted the 
ban”.

The chairman appreciated 
the governor for always con-
sidering the down trodden in 
the society and giving hope 
to thousands of  families.

His words, “Ugwuanyi 

remains a man of  peace. 
Someone that understands 
the heartbeat of  his people 
and a friend to the downtrod-
den and someone that does 
all to protect their interest.

“The union is seriously in-
debted to the governor, who 
has continually shown that 
he is a friend and brother of  
tricycle operators in so many 
ways.”

The chairman assured 
the governor and the en-
tire “good people of  Enugu 
State” that the tricycle union 
would work with security 
agencies to improve security.

He noted that the union 
was already putting modal-
ities in place to fish out bad 

ly after Intel’s company on 
Aba road explained that the 
bus ran into a truck  loaded 
with woods which had been 
parked for over three days.

The source said the vic-
tims of  the accident could 
not be recognized  as Po -
lice personal who first vis-
ited the scene made frantic 
efforts to reach out to the 
respective families through 
their mobile phones.

The spokesperson of  
Federal Road Safety Corps, 
confirm that personnel of  
the corps have visited the 
scene but are yet to report 
back to ascentain the actu-
al number of  casualties and 
cause.

Deepen your relationship with God, Archbishop Ibezim tells Christians
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
rchbishop, Eccle-
siastical Province 
of  the Niger, Most 

Reverend Alexander Ibezim 
on Wednesday called on all 
Christian faithful to deepen 
their relationship with God, 
reconcile and repent from 
their sinful nature.

Special Church services 
and mass were also celebrat-
ed in some Churches to mark 

the beginning of  the Lenten 
season which is Ash Wednes-
day.

The Archbishop, made 
the call in a sermon at the 
Cathedral Church of  Saint 
Faith, Awka,  where he said 
that Ash Wednesday reminds 
Christians of  their sinful na-
ture in which Christ came to 
reconcile them with God.

Most Reverend Ibezim 
who is also the Bishop Dio-
cese of  Awka, whose theme 
centered on ‘possessing the 

land, recovering our lost pos-
session’ said that Christians 
should use this season to meet 
God in secret to deepen their 
relationship with him.

He frowned at the high rate 
of  bloodshed in the society 
and reminded Ministers of  
God to sit up and work out 
their ministry as well as al-
ways be sincere and honest.

The Anglican Prelate fur-
ther asked all Christians to 
confess their iniquities so that 
God will listen to their prayers 

and address their challenges 
according to their petitions.

The service attracted all the 
clergy and their wives in the 
Awka Diocese who came to 
mark the Ash Wednesday 
with the Archbishop.

Adding, the Chaplain of  
Divine Mercy Chaplaincy, 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University Teach-
ing Hospital, Amaku, Awka, 
Reverend Father Justin Eze-
chukwu said during the Ash 
Wednesday, God is remind-
ing each and every one to em-

elements that must have in-
filtrated into its membership.

 “We have given our words 
to His Excellency that we 
will leave no stone unturned 
in doing this as well as ensure 
close collaboration with se-
curity agencies,” he said.

Ikah hinted on the ongoing 
tricycle riders’ identification 
scheme in the state, which is 
meant to give unique identity 
cards to riders, special num-
bers and unique/indelible 
paint mark on tricycles oper-
ated within the state.

He noted that the union 
had gone far on the com-
pulsory riders identification 
scheme for all its members, 
including any other commer-
cial tricycle operator in the 
state.

“We have stopped the use 
of  tarpaulin sheets to cover 
tricycles in the state.

“Previously, when a tar-
paulin sheet covered a tricy-
cle, the people along the road 
or onlookers might not know 
the type of  persons or crime 
being committed inside the 
tricycle.

“We are also planning a 
compulsory workshop on 
safety as well as security con-
sciousness for all our mem-
bers coming up soon.

“We are also fashioning out 
other mechanisms, which for 
security reasons might not go 
to the press. So that we assist 
the state government and 
good people of  Enugu State 
attain maximum security in 
the state,” he concluded.

bark on a mission, give alms 
and pray ceaselessly.

Reverend Father Ezechuk-
wu who stated this in a hom-
ily during a special mass to 
mark the beginning of  the 
Lenten season said that the 
moment calls for sober re-
flection and humility before 
God.

He encouraged Christians 
to flee away from sin, abstain 
from those things that do not 
please God, love their neigh-
bors and make sacrifices for 
others.



News Echo   Friday 4 - Saturday 5 March, 2022                                                     Page 4 

Editorial

South-East’s insecurity siege: 

No end in sight 
T

he wave of insecurity in the 
South-East zone of the country 
has reached an alarming state, 

with blood chilling incidents of daylight 
killings.

However, two States in the zone have 
taken the lead, with heightened state of 
insecurity. They are Imo and Anambra 
States.

While some of the cases of insecurity 
in both States can be attributed to cultism, 
the larger chunk of it is attributable to 
agitation for a separate State, as being 
championed by the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB).

For cultism, its state in Anambra State 
is alarming, with very little being done 
to curtail it by security forces. In Awka, 
the capital of Anambra State, cult related 
killings have become a major occurrence, 
with one incident or the other being 
witnessed every week.

Last weekend, not less than 20 people 
were killed in a burial ceremony in 
Ebenebe, Awka North Local Government 
Area, where a suspected cultist was billed 
to be buried. Sources in the community 
said the deceased was a known cultist who 
had participated in several operations, 
killing rivals, and that his rivals had 
warned that as such he was not worthy 
of being given a proper burial. When 
his family members attempted to hold a 
burial for him, it resulted in the invasion 
of the area and its attendant casualties, 
and so far, no news of any arrest has been 
heard by security agencies.

But the bigger threat facing the 
people of Anambra is the persistence 
of rampaging gunmen, who have been 
dubbed: unknown gunmen (UGM). 
When the threat first reared its head in 
2020, it had been attributed to the then 
upcoming governorship election in the 
State. Though there were suspicions that 
the gunmen were members of IPOB, 
many insisted the attacks were politically 
motivated, while IPOB leadership 
washed its hands off it. But long after the 
governorship election, the attacks have 
continued in Anambra, leaving many 
with apprehension on when the attacks 
will abate.

In the last two weeks, Anambra 
has witnessed a series of attacks from 
gunmen, to the extent that some parts 
of Anambra State have been described as 
no-go-areas because of the prevalence of 
attacks there. Such areas are primarily 

towns that have borders with Imo State, 
where some separatist elements are said 
to be using as camps.

Last week, the father of Prof. Cheluchi 
Onyemelukwe, winner of the 2021 
Nigeria Prize for Literature, Prof. I.O 
Onyemelukwe was killed. The 84-year-old 
scholar was said to have travelled to Enugu 
from his community, Nanka, and was on 
his way back when the incident happened. 
He was said to have opted for the Umunze 
route, instead of using the Enugu-Onitsha 
expressway, but he unfortunately ran into 
the gunmen at Oko axis, who killed him, 
while abducting two men, who were said 
to have failed to answer questions posed 
on them by the gunmen over the agitation 
for a sovereign State.

Also, between Friday and Sunday, 
last two weeks, the Orsumoghu-Azia-
Mbosi-Ihiala road, witnessed about four 
attacks, leading to warnings on social 
media not to ply the above route for any 
reason whatsoever. It has been proven 
to be a major security flash point. These 
hoodlums known as unknown gunmen 
have taken over the place, randomly, 
wreaking havoc to lives and property.”

Also, Chief Gab Ofoma (Ojemba 
Enweilo Nnewi) Chairman/CEO 
of Ofoma Associates Ltd, a known 
businessman based in Port-Harcourt was 
gunned down in cold blood as his driver 
made a detour from Onitsha-Owerri 
highway enroute Port Harcourt, due to 
traffic jam on the expressway.

We must address the root cause of this 
anomaly and not just the symptoms. We 
must go back to the drawing board, reassess 
our value system, emphasize moral values 
and uphold the sanctity of human life. 
Importantly, we must assemble as soon 
as possible, the thought leaders, political, 
traditional, women, and youth leaders 
need to come together and re-evaluate our 
moral code. We must take steps to arrest 
this development before it consumes us 
all. Bringing a spiritual angle into the 
quest for solution, Catholic Bishops in 
Anambra State, under the Archdiocese of 
Onitsha have declared 40 days of prayers 
and fasting over the level of insecurity in 
the State.

A press release signed by Most Rev. 
Valerian M. Okeke, the Archbishop of 
Onitsha and Metropolitan Ecclesiastical 
Province, for and on behalf of the Catholic 
Bishops of Onitsha Province, stated that 
there was a need for divine intervention 
over what was happening in the State.

EDITORIAL
Publisher

Larry Kingsley

Editor
Chigozie Uzosike

News Editor
Bright Okereke

Production Editor
Anthony Ogbekile

Reporters
Ikenna Orioha

Glory Ugochukwu
Oluchi Ofurum

Adaora John

Correspondents
Dan Maduagwu Okey (Umuahia)

Uchenna Ezeadigwe (Awka)
Karen James (Nnewi)
Ovat Mike (Onitsha)

Nonye Udumiri (Aba)
David Eze (Abakiliki)

Chuma Austin (Enugu)
Olise Nwagbogwu (Asaba)

Godson Nwosu (Port Harcourt)

Contributors/Columnists
Dr. Sir Amos Agwamba

Dr. Chuks Osuji
Justina Nkechi

Livy-Elcon Emereonye
Nwachukwu Lilian
Okoye Chuka Peter

Production
Ifeanyi Raymond

Alex Nnamdi Chukwu
Iduh Matthew Omaji

David Okezueh

ADMINISTRATION
General Manager

James Kalu
Operations Manager

Patricia Nwoye
Web Administrator
Bismark Ibegbulam

Circulation Team
Ignatius Ogechi Ajoku
Innocent Onyeahialam

Raphael Obioha
Eugene Nwachukwu

Legal Adviser
H. O. Ogbusu

Vision
To pioneer new ways to serve the 
public and provide credible reports 
across all media platforms.

Mission
To inspire and promote exceptional 
journalism, innovation and excellence 
through a quality newspaper which is 
reliable and accountable.

Our TeamOur Team



News Echo   Friday 4 - Saturday 5 March, 2022                                                        Page 5

Stopping violence among young people

I 
awoke to the news of 
three teenagers, who slit 
the throat of  a young 

lady named Rofiat, cut her 
head off, put her head in a 
container and set the head 
on fire. The general outcry 
and belief  have been that 
the teenagers wanted 
to get rich quickly and 
decidedly used Rofiat for 
money rituals. Does this 
mean if  she was killed for 
a reason outside of  money 
rituals, it would have been 
okay? Does the murder of 
a person no longer mean 
what it used to?

Over the past years, news 
of  violent occurrences 
across the country has been 
broadcast over various 
media. In January 2022, 
486 people were reported 
killed. Many are quick to 
take photos of  victims of 
crime or murder and share 
them on social media. They 
share like it is normal for a 
persons’ life to be cut short 
and for the gruesome event 
to be splashed on different 
forms of  media for all to 
see.  This generation of 
children and young people 
have grown up experiencing 
or hearing about violence 
around them. The news of 
violence is becoming their 
normal.

A report by the American 
Psychological Association 
shows that as far back as 
1982, the National Institute 
of  Mental Health identified 

that the more children see 
violence on television, the 
more they may become less 
sensitive to the pain and 
suffering of  others and may 
be more likely to behave 
in aggressive and harmful 
ways towards others. 
UNICEF states that the 
effects of  violence affect all 
aspects of  children’s lives 
and can be passed down 
from one generation to the 
next.

For instance, when the 
first news about a suicide 
bombing in Nigeria spread 
across the country in 2011, 
many did not believe it 
was possible for Nigerians 
to be suicide bombers. 
It was common to see 
statements of  denial saying 
suicide bombing is not 
our ‘culture’. The same 
sentiments were shown 
in 2014 when news of 
female suicide bombers hit 
the streets. Now we have 
young people using their 
peers for ritual killings. Is 
this our new culture?

We must end the spate 
of  violence in Nigeria 
and ensure young people 
are protected. This article 
advocates three ways to 
achieve this: First, people 
should give birth to 
children they can provide 
for both financially and 
emotionally. It is not 
enough to bring children 
into the world and believe 
they would provide for 
you when they grow older. 
You need to provide for 

them first. Teach them 
values. Studies have 
shown that children who 
are not given adequate 
love, care and protection 
suffer from trauma and 
this, in turn, leads to them 
being unaffected by either 
seeing violence or being 
violent to people. Look at 
the spate of  violence in 
secondary schools across 
Nigeria! Some parents 
see it as a rite of  passage. 
No! This is wrong. Sadly, 
people have been abused 
and have become immune 
to the abuse and trauma 
of  others. Indeed, abused 
people abuse others. 
Parents should play their 
roles to provide for young 
people in their care and 
shield them from abuse.

Second, adults, 
caregivers and parents 
must stop beating children. 
Because you were beaten 
as a child does not mean 
it is right. You are only 
promoting violence and 
letting the young person 
in your care believe that 
the only way forward is 
violence. You are a victim 
of  a violent culture and 
must endeavour to not 
perpetuate this violent 
culture. The beatings you 
received as a child were 
unnecessary. You should 
also not spank children 
because spanking, also 
known as hitting or beating 
a child with your hand 
mainly on the buttocks has 
shown to make children 

community mechanisms 
for information 
dissemination to sensitise 
the public and inspire 
good behaviours. Nigeria 
has a good experience of 
War Against Indiscipline 
for behaviour change 
communication. During 
the WAI era, all were 
actively encouraged not to 
litter or urinate in public 
spaces, which included 
on the roadside. People 
were also empowered to 
call out people who did. 
We can adapt this to stop 
the sharing of  gruesome 
images and videos. 
Furthermore, NOA can 
achieve this sensitisation 
by working in partnerships 
with respected traditional 
leaders, religious leaders 
and other leaders 
of  influence within 
communities.

Nigerians are gradually 
becoming desensitised to 
violence. This must stop. 
All stakeholders should 
begin to work together 
to safeguard our mental 
health and future.

May there be no more 
victims like Rofiat. And 
many young people killing 
each other, for whatever 
reason, do not become the 
new culture.

Ganaka, a gender specialist 
and education consultant keen 
on promoting mental health, 
writes from Lagos

Opinion 

For instance, when 
the first news about 
a suicide bombing 
in Nigeria spread 

across the country 
in 2011, many 

did not believe it 
was possible for 
Nigerians to be 

suicide bombers. It 
was common to see 
statements of denial 

saying suicide 
bombing is not our 
‘culture’. The same 

sentiments were 
shown in 2014 when 

news of female 
suicide bombers hit 
the streets. Now we 
have young people 
using their peers for 
ritual killings. Is this 
our new culture?

“
By Fatima Ginaka

more aggressive.
Third, the Federal 

Government of 
Nigeria should increase 
sensitisation of  the public 
through the National 
Orientation Agency. With 
over five thousand staff, 
NOA is spread across the 
36 states and 774 local 
councils of  Nigeria. The 
NOA has several media 
platforms, such as radio, TV, 
social media and different 

T
he traditional ruler of  
Idima Ohaeke Abam, 
Arochukwu LGA of 

Abia State, HRH Eze Mike 
Okorie and his community 
have petitioned the office 
of  Abia State Deputy 
Governor, over alleged 
takeover of  their lands by 
some alleged settlers.

According to him, a 
group of  settlers, knowns 
as Ndi Eme Eme or Ndi 
Mme Mme who attended 

a social festival in Idima 
Abam, many years before 
the Nigeria/Biafra civil 
war, are now claiming to 
be the rightful owners of  
the satellite areas of  Idima 
which they occupy.

Eze Okorie who made the 
position of  his community 
available to Journalists in 
Idima Abam, called on 
the Abia State government 
to handle the issue with 
utmost wisdom as anything 
contrary may endanger the 
peace of  his community.

Tracing the history of  
the lands in dispute and 
the people in question, Eze 

Royal father petitions Abia Govt as 
‘guests’ lay claims to community’s lands

Okorie, recalled that “there 
was a social event in Idima 
Abam which was attended 
by guests from within and 
outside Abam land, during 
which there were surplus 
foods available for guests.”

He continued that   
some of  the said  guests 
who stayed back, pleaded 
with the natives of  Abam 
especially Abam Ohaeke 
to allow them farm in the 
satellite area with a plea to 
be paying rates to the land 
owners.

He added that Chief  
Agbai Edu of  Ndi Obo 
compound, was the person 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

that administered the 
collection of  rates from the 
settlers.

However, the settlers, 
according to the royal father 
are now claiming the full 
ownership of  the land and 
are now allegedly seeking 
the support of  Abia State 
government to realise their 
plans.

“We have petitioned the 
State Deputy Governor 
on the activities of  one Sir 
C.N.Nwanevu, a surveyor 
who led a team appointed 
by Abia State government to 
arbitrate on our land, a land 
he knows nothing about.

He expressed concern 
that the outcome of  the 
arbitration team may 
be biased against his 
community, hence the 
alarm.

On the issue of  
developmental challenges 
confronting his community, 
Eze Okorie lamented the 
effect of  poor infrastructure 
on his people and appealed 
with the Abia State 
government to respond to 
his people’s plight.

Eze Okorie frowned at 
poor government presence 
in Idima Ohaeke and other 
parts of  Abam.
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O
h yes, the power 
of  God, the l am 
that I am, the 

Almighty God, is our 
strength.  The Jehovah 
Jireh, the God, every 
other gods bow down 
to. The God that has 
the power to make and 
to unmake. In Him 
all Glory and Honour 
belong to, Amen. 

Today as we have 
seen the 3rd month of 
the year, let us thank 
God for His Mercies and 
Goodness for giving us 
the grace of  today. That 
we are alive today calls 
for celebration, let us 
stand to thank the only 
God who has given us 
the gift of  life. No one 
has the power to give 
life except Him, so let us 
praise the Lord. 

Trying our best to live 
a Christian life. This is 
pertinent because no one 
knows what tomorrow 
holds for each and every 
one of  us. So in order to 
be sure of  our salvation, 
let us solely depend on 
God, whose power it is 
to save those that put 
their trust in Him.

Praise God now that 
we are still breathing, 
God has assured us that 
those that depend on 
Him, will be saved. Don’t 
be discouraged by the 
situation of  things and 
the present bad economy 
in the society, embrace 
God, and it shall be well 
with you. Don’t forget 
that there’s always a light 
at the end of  the tunnel.

No one has the power 
to give life except Him, 
so let us praise the Lord. 
And because we’re alive, 
we supposed to live our 
lives as if  there is no 
tomorrow, there is this 
song that says, Uwa 
si na emesia, emesia 
ekpere chinekee, uwa 
si na emesia, emesia 

ndi uwa oga bu ole 
mgbe. My dear, there 
is no procrastination 
in serving God, praise 
God now that we’re still 
breathing because our 
Father has assured us 
that those that depend 
on Him, will be saved.

Do not mind the fools 
that said in Psalm 53 
verse 1 that there’s no 
God. If  there is no God, 
then who created them, 
there is God my darling 
and He is always ready 
to save us and to give us 
victory. 

Pray fervently and 
don’t be too busy to pray. 
If  we are too busy to 
pray then we’ll also be 
too busy to have power. 
It’s better to suffer today 
and shine later. It’s better 
to be a former sinner and 
become righteous later. 
It’s better to experience 
pain now and express 
gain later, this is because 
all power belongs to 
God.

l remember those 
years of  hunger, anger 
and miserable life before 
God’s mercy locates 
me and behold l have 

become a friend of  God, 
so if  in His infinite 
goodness God has clean 
me up, washed me of 
my iniquities, kept me 
alive despite all odds, 
who will tell me not to 
adore Jesus, the Odogwu 
Akataga that saved my 
life when l was blindly 

moving into destruction. 
God is worthy to be 
praised all the days of 
my life, Amen. If  l don’t 
see any reason why l 
should show gratitude to 
God, for the life alone, 
l cannot thank Him 
enough. Since patience 
is the best virtue in life, 
follow things gradually 
and peacefully and at the 
end you will be able to 
know the handsomeness 
of  God’s hand.

If  you are in good 
relationship with God, 
my brethren, you will 
marvel at what God will 
be doing for you. He is an 
all-round faithful God.

There are situations 
that need to be handled 
by kneeling down. 
Are you the type that 
takes your worries and 
problems outside. What 
can the person do for 
you.  The all-powerful 
God is always available 
to handle our problems. 

For emphasis, since 
patience is the best virtue 
in life, follow things 

gradually and peacefully 
and at the end you will 
be able to know the 
handsomeness of  God’s 
hand. 

Whenever trials come 
your way, because it 
will surely come one 
day as a living creature, 
first of  all, calm down, 
call upon God, He will 
answer you. Though 
sometimes, the situation 
at hand may look as if  it 
is getting from worse to 
worst, yet l assure you, 
be still and wait upon the 
Lord, the Almighty God. 
God is capable of  doing 
that which no man can 
do. If  you are in good 
relationship with God, 
my brethren, you will 
marvel at what God will 
be doing for you. He is an 
all-round faithful God. 

So my brethren find a 
reason why you should 
embrace God. You have 
to make God happy 
in your actions and 
inactions. Something 
must make God to 
say, “Indeed this is my 
beloved daughter/son”.

Don’t allow your past 
mistakes to bring you 
down. This is because 
the burden of  yesterday 
can delay one’s miracles. 
Remove your yesterday 
for your freedom to 
come. You start from 
forgiving yourself 
(Self- Forgiveness), you 
should be able to forgive 
yourself, then you make 
sincere confession, so 
that you will be free from 
guilt. 

If  you want to prosper 
in life, incline with God 
and you shall experience 
God’s goodness. I want 
you to remember this, 
the heart of  the Wiseman 
is in his mind while the 
heart of  a fool is in his 
mouth. See you next 
week for another soul 
lifting topic, till then.

All power belongs to God

Pray fervently and don’t be 
too busy to pray. If we are 
too busy to pray then we’ll 
also be too busy to have 
power. It’s better to suffer 
today and shine later. It’s 

better to be a former sinner 
and become righteous later. 
It’s better to experience pain 
now and express gain later, 

this is because all power 
belongs to God.

For emphasis, since patience is 
the best virtue in life, follow things 
gradually and peacefully and at 
the end you will be able to know 

the handsomeness of God’s hand. 
Whenever trials come your way, 
because it will surely come one 

day as a living creature, first of all, 
calm down, call upon God, He will 

answer you. Though sometimes, 
the situation at hand may look as 
if it is getting from worse to worst, 
yet l assure you, be still and wait 
upon the Lord, the Almighty God. 

God is capable of doing that 
which no man can do. If you are 
in good relationship with God, my 
brethren, you will marvel at what 

God will be doing for you. 
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Nigerian youths and negative 
effect of drug abuse

D
rug abuse has become 
one of  the major 
issues that constitute 

a great danger to the present 
world order. It is the primary 
reason why many youths 
are imprisoned, as well as a 
source of  crime and health 
problems.

The rate at which drug 
abuse is on rampage in the 
society these days is quite 
alarming and it is seen in 
every nook and corner of 
every society. Though it is not 
limited to the youths alone, it 
is more rampant among the 
youths.

It has become such an 
unprecedented problem in 
Nigeria that the number of 
youths incarcerated in various 
prisons across the country has 
increased dramatically over 
the last few decades. As a 
matter of  fact, the majority 
of  these youths have been 
arrested for drug-related 
offenses, or have a drug abuse 
problem.

Day and night, young 
Nigerians, including 
secondary school students, 
are seen at every nook and 
corner, taking all manner of 
substances to get intoxicated. 
And the menace is giving 
birth to a generation of  drug 
addicts.

Drug abuse can lead to a 
range of  both short-term and 
long-term mental and physical 
health problems depending 
on the kind of  drugs abused; 
there are many youths out 
there who are mentally 
unstable due to drug abuse 
while there are many whose 
organs such as liver or kidney 
have been badly damaged due 
to drug abuse.

Drug trafficking and drug 
abuse are interrelated evils 
and must be tackled as such. 
Drug trafficking and abuse 
have led to increases in 
criminal activities, violence, 
corruption, destruction 
of  individuals, families 
and communities and the 
deterioration of  national 
economies.

Brilliant youths who 
have bright futures have 
destroyed their lives with 
their involvement with drugs. 
Rather than choosing life, 
they have chosen the path of 
death.

The damage that drug 
addiction is inflicting on the 
youth and its implication are 

enormous and multifaceted. 
The economy and social life 
of  the country is unarguably 
at the receiving end of  a 
society that is infested with 
drug addicts.

The effect of  these drugs 
taken by Nigerian youths 
has gotten to an extent that 
they do not care about their 
actions anymore. The health 
implications, according to 
experts, include abnormal or 
decreased touch sensation, 
blisters under the skin, 
bloating, blood pressure 
increase, blurred vision 
and change in walking and 
balance.

Other health dangers 
depending on the particular 
drugs taken are chest pain 
or discomfort, convulsions 
(seizures), dizziness or light-
headedness when getting 
up from a lying or sitting 
position, fast heartbeat, and 
irregular heartbeat. There 
could also be loss of  memory, 
numbness and tingling of  the 
face, fingers, or toes, seeing, 
hearing or feeling things that 
are not there, severe nausea 

and trouble in performing 
routine tasks.

Parents, religious and 
community leaders, as well 
as educational institutions, 
can make a huge difference 
in stemming the tide of  drug 
abuse and trafficking in our 
nation. Parents, in particular, 
need to spend more time with 
their children and properly 
tutor them on the danger that 
illegal use or sale of  illicit 
drugs constitutes to their 
future.

To curb the increase of 
drug abuse in the society, 
it is advisable that youths 
and children be enlightened 
about the risk involved in 
drug use and misuse. Parents 
are encouraged to listen 
attentively to their children 
whenever they talk about peer 
pressure in order to know the 
necessary steps to be taken 
and support their efforts to 
resist it.

Any parent who wants 
to stop his/her child from 
abusing drug must first be a 
good example because it has 
been realised that children 
of  parents who misuse drugs 
are at greater risk of  drug 
addiction.

Governments at all levels 
have a task to counteract 
both drug trafficking and 
drug abuse, but communities 
can also make a major 
contribution.

Drugs and crime go 
together. The best approach 
to stop crime is to stop 
the youths from the use of 
illicit drugs. We all have the 

responsibility to check drug 
abuse as it is not the duty for 
only government.

One of  the causes of  drug 
abuse is peer group, with many 
people who end up in drug 
rehab citing direct negative 
peer pressure as one of  the 
initial causes that started their 
addictive behaviour pattern. 
Direct negative pressure 
can often involve a group of 
friends or peers directly asking 
someone to do something. 
This pressure is very toxic 
and difficult to resist.

Another cause of  drug 
abuse among the youths 
is lack of  attention. Some 
parents throw caution to the 
wind in matters relating to 
their children by denying 
them the needed attention.

The heightened insecurity 
and lack of  employment 
in many States create 
opportunities for drug 
traffickers’ relative smooth 
operations, apart from the 
occasional seizures. 

Children need proper 
attention because there are 
many things going on around 
them that can make them go 
astray but if  there is a strong 
bond between them and their 
parents or guardians, majority 
of  the heinous acts and drug 
abuse by the youths will be 
minimised.

Furthermore, exposure to 
programmes promoting drug 
abuse on TV and internet can 
also lead to drug abuse.  These 
days, hardly can one watch a 
movie that does not promote 
drug abuse.

Even the musicians 
themselves abuse drugs in 
order to manage stress and it 
is what they display in their 
music videos. They also sing 
songs that revolve round drug 
abuse and this exactly is why 
people are no longer afraid of 
abusing drugs in public places.

These acts are promoted 
by the movie and music 
industries due to the fact that 
hardly can one watch a movie 
without finding scenes where 
drugs are being abused. 
Musicians also abuse drugs 
to conquer stage fright and 
suppress stress. These days, 
some youths are found in 
broad day light abusing drugs 
on the streets while many of 
them have become mentally 
unstable because of  the act.

The current health 
situation of  Nigerian youths is 
disheartening and worrisome 
considering their engagement 
into hard drug abuses. Over 11 
per cent of  youth’s population 
in Nigeria take hard drugs like 
Syrup, tramadol, Diazepam, 
cocaine, Methamphetamine 
substance also known mkpuru 
mmiri, Shisha mix, among 
others.  A report from United 
Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crimes (UNODC) said 
around 275 million people 
used drugs worldwide in the 
last year, while over 36 million 
people suffered from drug use 
disorders, according to the 
2021 world drug report released 
by the UNODC. As the 2018 
National Drug Use Survey 
revealed, in Nigeria at that 
time there were around 14.3 
million drug users of  which 
close to three million suffered 
from a drug use disorder.

According to the latest 
global estimates, about 5.5 
per cent of  the population 
aged between 15 and 64 years 
have used drugs at least once 
in the past year, while 36.3 
million people, or 13 per 
cent of  the total number of 
persons who use drugs, suffer 
from drug use disorders. In 
Nigeria, with 14.4 per cent 
the drug use prevalence is 
significantly higher than the 
global average.

Lastly, parents should 
ensure that their children 
mingle with good friends and 
also monitor all their day to 
day activities; and to Nigerian 
youths, avoid using hard 
drugs because you are putting 
your life in danger. Smoking 
of  any kind brings about 
diseases like lungs cancer and 
hepatitis C among others.

The effect of these 
drugs taken by Nigerian 
youths has gotten to an 
extent that they do not 

care about their actions 
anymore. The health 

implications, according 
to experts, include 

abnormal or decreased 
touch sensation, blisters 
under the skin, bloating, 
blood pressure increase, 

blurred vision and 
change in walking and 
balance. Other health 
dangers depending 

on the particular drugs 
taken are chest pain or 
discomfort, convulsions 
(seizures), dizziness or 

light-headedness when 
getting up from a lying 
or sitting position, fast 

heartbeat, and irregular 
heartbeat. There could 
also be loss of memory, 
numbness and tingling 
of the face, fingers, or 

toes, seeing, hearing or 
feeling things that are 

not there, severe nausea 
and trouble in performing 

routine tasks.

“

“

By Glory Ugochukwu
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 Foreign News

Putin vows ‘uncompromising fight’ as
Ukraine war enters second week
R

ussian President Vladimir 
Putin vowed no let-up in 
his invasion of  Ukraine 
on Thursday, even as the 

warring sides met for ceasefire talks 
and Kyiv appealed for relief  supplies 
to reach shattered cities.

After the fall of  a first major 
Ukrainian city to Russian forces, 
Putin appeared in no mood to heed 
a global clamour for an end to hos-
tilities as the war entered its second 
week.

“Russia intends to continue the 
uncompromising fight against mili-
tants of  nationalist armed groups,” 
Putin said, according to a Kremlin 
account of  a call with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

But Ukraine insisted that corri-
dors for medical and other supplies 
were the bare minimum it expected, 
as negotiators arrived for the talks at 
an undisclosed location on the Bela-
rus-Poland border.

A first round of  talks on Monday 
yielded no breakthrough, and Kyiv 
says it will not accept any Russian 
“ultimatums”. Putin, however, said 
any attempts to slow the talks pro-
cess would “only lead to additional 
demands on Kyiv in our negotiating 
position”. For his part, Macron said 
he feared that “worse is to come” in 
the conflict and condemned Putin’s 
“lies”, according to an aide.

The invasion, now in its eighth 
day, has created a refugee exodus 
and turned Russia into a global pa-
riah in the worlds of  finance, diplo-
macy and sports. 

The UN has opened a probe into 
alleged war crimes, as the Russian 
military bombards cities in Ukraine 
with shells and missiles, forcing ci-
vilians to cower in basements.

“We will restore every house, 
every street, every city and we say 
to Russia: learn the word ‘repara-
tions’,” Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said in a video state-
ment. 

“You will reimburse us for 

everything you did against our state, 
against every Ukrainian, in full,” he 
said. 

Zelensky claims thousands of  
Russian soldiers have been killed 
since Putin shocked the world by 
invading Ukraine, purportedly to de-
militarise and “de-Nazify” a West-
ern-leaning threat on his borders.

Moscow says it has lost 498 troops 
and Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said Putin would praise their 
sacrifice at a meeting with his securi-
ty chiefs. “It’s a huge tragedy,” Pesk-
ov told reporters in Moscow. 

“But we also admire the heroism 
of  our soldiers. Their exploits will 
enter into the history books, their 
exploits in the struggle against the 
Nazis.”  The Kremlin has been con-
demned for likening the government 
of  Zelensky, who is Jewish, to that 
of  Germany in World War II. 

But Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov kept up a verbal barrage, 
accusing Western politicians of  fix-
ating on “nuclear war” after Putin 
placed his strategic forces on high 
alert.

While a long military column 
appears stalled north of  Ukraine’s 
capital Kyiv, Russian troops seized 
Kherson, a Black Sea city of  290,000 
people, after a three-day siege that 
left it short of  food and medicine.

Russian troops have been advanc-
ing elsewhere on the southern front 
and are besieging the port city of  
Mariupol east of  Kherson, which 
is without water or electricity in the 
depths of  winter.

“They are trying to create a block-
ade here, just like in Leningrad,” 
Mariupol mayor Vadym Boichenko 
said, referring to the siege of  Russia’s 
second largest city, since re-named 
Saint Petersburg, by Nazi Germa-
ny’s invading army in World War II.

Ukrainian military authorities 
said residential and other areas in 
the eastern city of  Kharkiv had been 
“pounded all night” by indiscrimi-
nate shelling, which UN prosecutors 

Sudan welcomes military base agreement
with Russia in the Red Sea

D
eputy Chairman of  Sudan 
Sovereignty Council, Gen-
eral Mohammed Hamdan 

Dagalu Hmidti, reported that he 
discussed cooperation with Rus-
sian officials on national security 
and political issues.

Hmidti held a press conference 
at Khartoum Airport after his 
8-day visit to the Russian capital, 
Moscow. Hmidti said that meet-
ings were held with many officials 
in Russia, and that they discussed 
all issues between the two coun-
tries, especially politics and econ-
omy, during the visit, and that the 
meetings were productive.

Hmidti stated that they discussed 
the issues of  economy and cooper-
ation between the two countries 
with Russian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Alexander Novak.

Mentioning that he also met with 

Russian Security Council Secretary 
Nikolay Patrushev, Hmidti said that 
they discussed the issue of  national 
security in Russia and Sudan in the 
field of  experience sharing, joint 
cooperation, fight against terrorism 
and education. Hmidti also said the 
following about the naval base that 
Russia wants to establish in the city 
of  Port Sudan in the Red Sea:

“The issue of  the Russian mili-
tary base is the issue of  the Suda-
nese Defense Minister. There is a 
lot of  talk about this base. There are 
Russian bases in different countries 
in Africa. I cannot understand the 
interest behind the establishment 
of  this base. If  the establishment 
of  a military base in Sudan is in 
the country’s interest and does not 
threaten its national security, Russia 
There’s nothing wrong with getting 
along with him or anyone else.”

are investigating as a possible war 
crime.

Oleg Rubak’s wife Katia, 29, was 
crushed in the rubble of  their family 
home in Zhytomyr, west of  Kyiv, by 
a Russian missile strike.

“One minute I saw her going into 
the bedroom. A minute later there 
was nothing,” Rubak, 32, told AFP, 
standing stunned and angry amid 
the ruins in the bitter winter chill.

“I hope she’s in heaven and all 
is perfect for her,” he said, adding 
through tears, “I want the whole 
world to hear my story.”

Noting that he and his delegation 
also visited Egypt and met with 
Egyptian intelligence chief  Abbas 
Kamil, Hmidti stated that the po-
litical situation in Sudan was dis-
cussed during the meeting and that 
the Egyptian side called for the cri-
sis in Sudan to be resolved through 
dialogue. Sudan’s Sovereignty 
Council Vice President called on 
the parties to reach political con-
sensus to overcome difficulties and 
engage in dialogue in the country.

During the visit of  former Su-
danese President Omar al-Bashir, 
who was overthrown in 2019 by a 
military coup, to Moscow in No-
vember 2017, the two countries 
signed cooperation agreements on 
military training, exchange of  ex-
perience and the entry of  warships 
into the ports of  the two- countries.

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with Governor of Saint Petersburg Alexander Beglov in 
Moscow, Russia. 

The war has displaced more than 
one million people, according to 
the United Nations. The body’s aid 
chief  pleaded on Thursday for civil-
ians in Ukraine to be protected and 
for humanitarian aid to enter unhin-
dered. “Protect civilians, for God’s 
sake, in Ukraine; let us do our job”, 
emergency relief  coordinator Mar-
tin Griffiths told AFP in Geneva.

The UN’s International Atom-
ic Energy Agency urged Russia to 
“cease all actions” at Ukraine’s nu-
clear facilities, including the site of  
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

Putin now finds himself  an in-
ternational outcast, his country the 
subject of  swingeing sanctions that 
sent the ruble into further freefall on 
currency markets on Thursday.

Russia’s central bank -- whose for-
eign reserves have been frozen in the 
West -- imposed a 30-percent tax on 
all sales of  hard currency, following 
a run on lenders by ordinary Rus-
sians. The unfolding financial costs 
were underlined as ratings agencies 
Fitch and Moody’s slashed Russia’s 
sovereign debt to “junk” status. 

Turmoil deepened on markets 
more broadly. European stocks slid 
and oil prices approached $120 per 
barrel.  Swedish furniture giant Ikea 
became the latest to halt operations 
in Russia, as well as Belarus.

Russia’s sporting isolation wors-
ened as it lost the right to host For-
mula One races. And the Interna-
tional Paralympic Committee, in a 
U-turn, banned Russians and Be-
larusians from the Beijing Winter 
Games.

The UN General Assembly voted 
141-5 to demand that Russia “im-

mediately” withdraw from Ukraine. 
Only four countries supported Rus-
sia -- Belarus, Eritrea, North Korea 
and Syria. China abstained.

Europe stepped up practical sup-
port as well as diplomatic. The 
German government is planning to 
deliver another 2,700 anti-aircraft 
missiles to Ukraine, a source said. 

Many Ukrainians have now fled 
into nearby countries, according to 
the UN refugee agency’s rapidly ris-
ing tally.

“We left everything there as they 
came and ruined our lives,” refugee 
Svitlana Mostepanenko told AFP in 
Prague.  Nathalia Lypka, a professor 
of  German from the eastern Ukrain-
ian city of  Zaporizhzhia, arrived in 
Berlin with her 21-year-old daughter.

“My husband and son stayed... 
My husband already served in the 
army, and he had to return to duty,” 
she said, before boarding a train for 
Stuttgart where friends were waiting.

Putin’s invasion has appeared 
hamstrung by poor logistics, tacti-
cal blunders and fierce resistance 
from Ukraine’s outgunned military 
-- as well as its ever-swelling ranks 
of  volunteer fighters. Scores of  im-
ages have emerged of  burned-out 
Russian tanks, the charred remains 
of  transporters and of  unarmed 
Ukrainians confronting bewildered 
occupation forces.

US officials say the massive col-
umn of  Russian military vehicles 
amassed north of  Kyiv has “stalled” 
due to fuel and food shortages. 

Russian authorities have imposed 
a media blackout on what the Krem-
lin euphemistically calls a “special 
military operation”.
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Without ENOA 
State, Ibeme 
people in Obingwa 
will never see 
development - Nwulu
A 

prominent leader 
from Oberete-
Ibeme, Obingwa 

Local Government Area 
(LGA)

Chief  Sir Ben Nwulu has 
said that the realization of  
the proposed ENOA State 
will completely alleviate 
the sufferings of  his people 
following what he termed 
as marginalization in 
Obingwa LGA.

News Echo gathered 
that Ibeme, a boundary 
town between Abia and 
Akwa-Ibom covers 

an area of  about 39sqr.
km and is situated South 
of  Ntighauzo-Amairi 
community in Obi-Ngwa 
L.G.A., North of  Akirika-
Obu in Ukwa East L.G.A. 
and Ika L.G.A. of  Akwa-
Ibom State; East of  
Akpaa-Mbato community 
in Obingwa.

Nwulu, a retired senior 
civil servant, said that 

his town, Ibeme people 
before the creation of  
autonomous communities 
used to answer just Ibeme, 
but currently have four 
autonomous communities; 
Ibeme (Umuoha, Obete-
Uku, Ohanze & Umuodu) 
Abala, Oberete-Isiala-
Ibeme and Abala-Nkamiri.

The Ibeme elder said 
that the marginalization 
of  his people by the 
dominant Ngwa clan in 
Obingwa with the excuse 
that they have no qualified 
people for an appointment 
is a false claim, stressing 

He said that Ibeme, 
Akirika-Obu and Azumini 
became one clan after their 
settlement while Azumini 
was their headquarters 
then, things changed 
during state creation 
(bukanization) when they 
were surprised to see 
themselves in Obingwa 
instead of  staying together 
with their people at 
Akirika-Obu and Azumini 
who are in Ukwa East. 

“We accepted and there 
is nothing we can do. 
Obingwa has 11 political 
wards and is traditionally 
divided into two: Agalaba 
and Uhe. Oberete-Ibeme 
where I came from is 

under Agalaba which is 
the group that produced 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu. 
We have 8 Political 
Wards out of  11 Wards 
in Obingwa situated in 
Agalaba. Ibeme is one of  
the political wards called 
Ward-11,” he said.

Nwulu however 
lamented that in all the 
political Wards in Agalaba, 
it is only Ward-11(Ibeme) 
that has not produced a 
prominent political leader 
be it a commissioner, 
appointees etc and decried 
the fact that his people are 
regarded as a land without 
credible men simply 
because they are minority 
clan in Obingwa.

“I’ve made it clear 
that I’m not happy with 
the condition of  my 
people here. When they 
see us they’ll always say 
“onweghi onye di ebe ahu” 
which simply means that 
there’s nobody meaningful 
they can see among my 
people in Ibeme. 

“I’ve said it times 
without number that we 
take certain things for 
granted and some of  these 
things are not fair. I’ve 
also made it clear that in 
all works of  life, Ibeme 
people have people.  

“A land that has a 
good number of  well-
educated people who are 
renowned in different 
fields including professors 
who had served as Deans 
of  notable faculties in top 
Universities in the country. 

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

that their marginalization 
is centred on the fact that 
the Ngwa has realized that 
they are Ndoki by origin. 

“Ibeme is a part of  
Ndoki that was carved 
out into Obingwa Local 
Government Area. When 
they carve you to join a 
particular group that’s 
larger than you, you 
become nearly a slave or 
something lower than that 
among those people. And 
that’s how we are, I mean 
the people of  Ibeme where 
I belong. 

“Our dialect is different. 
What we speak is what 
you see people from 
the Azumini area and 

people from Oberete-Asa 
speaking. We migrated 
from Oberete-Asa which 
was carved into Osisioma 
Local Government Area 
but they are Asa people 
carved into Osisioma 
Local Government.”

Nwulu said that to 
the people of  Ibeme who 
migrated originally from 
a town called Oberete-
Asa, the people from 
Akirika Obu and Azumini 
in the current Ukwa 
East LGA are the closest 
group among them which 
explains why when they 
settled according to their 
history, they aligned with 
them. Continues on pg. 11

Nwulu
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...Ibeme people in Obingwa will never see development
Continues from pg. 10

“When they want to 
share something, they 
ignore us. In terms of  
service, you know that 
grade level 17 is the 
highest and that is the 
grade I retired from so, 
what are all these issues of  
us not having people if  not 
marginalization? 

He reiterated that the 
marginalization they 
are currently facing in 
Obingwa and other LGAs 
they are found is not 
because of  not having 
prominent and qualified 
people, but because the 
Obingwa people do not 
see them as a part of  them. 

“That’s why when we 
started this ENOA state 
movement, the movers 
made sure that all Ndoki 
and Asa lands carved into 
other local government 
areas within Abia State are 
carved into the proposed 
ENOA state to give us a 
sense of  belonging. 

“The other people in 
Rivers State and Akwa-
Ibom State that share 

similar ancestry with us 
that are passing through 
the same suffering as a 
result of  balkanization are 
also part of  it.”

Nwulu said that 
inasmuch as the Ibeme 
people are lamenting 
about their condition in 
Obingwa LGA of  Abia 
State, the two LGAs that 
was given to their real 
ancestral home of  Asa 
and Ndoki which is Ukwa 
West and Ukwa East are 
highly marginalized in 
Abia State.

“Even in the two Local 
Government given to 
Ndoki and Asa people 
known as Ukwa East 
and Ukwa West, if  you 
go there now you cannot 
see any road that leads to 
anywhere. The oil base 
of  Abia State is Owaza in 
Ukwa West. 

“You cannot drive from 
Obehie-Asa to Owaza. 
When you visit Owaza 
you’ll never believe there’s 
a deposit of  oil there. The 
oil companies just come 

there, do shoddy jobs on 
the roads to enable them 
to move out whatever they 
want to do and that’s is 
it. Nobody cares to say a 
word. 

“In Obingwa, Governor 
Ikpeazu has tried. He’s 
currently constructing 
a road from Akpa to 
Abala-Ibeme to Umuoha,  
Ntigha to other places, 
but Oberete-Ibeme as a 
community was cut off. 

“We didn’t complain 
much. We believe that once 
we get to Abala, we can 
find our way to Oberete. 
Even when we get to 
Umuoha, we can trace our 
way. Recently I was told the 
Governor has approved the 
road that passed through 
Ibeme to Akirika-Obu in 
Ukwa East. 

“If  that’s true that’ll 
be the only benefit 
we’ve received from this 
government aside from 
the light we got from this 
Government as well. 

In terms of  
appointment, none of  

us has been privileged to 
serve because according 
to them, we don’t have 
people.”

Nwulu said that the 
highest injustice was 
done to his people during 
the sharing of  Covid-19 
palliatives in the state 
and Obingwa LGA when 
all political appointees 
were asked to go help 
their people, which 
unfortunately left his 
people without anyone as 
they had nobody to help. 

“During the Covid-19 
lockdown when political 
appointees were asked 
to go home in Abia to 
give incentives to their 
people, none came for my 
people because we had 
none. What some of  us 
did is to gather the little 
we had from our pension 
to give our people some 
palliatives. What they did 
to us then was the highest 
injustice. 

“Political appointees 
and political leaders from 
other areas were helping 

their people and our people 
were abandoned. I came 
to myself  and ask God 
why are we suffering like 
this? We’re only good at 
attending their meetings, 
but for anyone that has 
to do with incentives and 
gifts, our names will not be 
mentioned. 

“This was why I was 
happy when the issue of  
ENOA State came up. 
It is the only surviving 
solution we have since my 
community and the other 
communities in Ibeme 
were duly carved into 
ENOA State. 

“We’re Ndoki people 
and God must help ENOA 
state to be actualized if  not 
Ibeme people will continue 
to suffer for a long time. It’s 
better for people to come 
together in their kindred. 
Even if  you give a child 
the highest gift, when the 
mother comes back from 
the market, the child will 
go straight to embrace the 
mother because that gives 
him safety.”



One shot dead as police rescue 2 in Anambra

News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 
 

S
ome members of  the 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), in 

Anambra State have con-
demned the recruitment 
method for political appoin-
tees of  governor-elect of  the 
state, Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo.

Soludo had asked politi-
cal appointees who would 
want to serve in his govern-
ment to apply online.

 But APGA leaders re-
jected the online method, 
stating that Soludo did not 
consult them before taking 
such decision.

This is coming as 22,000 
persons had reportedly ap-
plied for various appoint-
ments in the Soludo’s gov-
ernment through online.

An APGA chieftain who 
spoke on the condition of  
anonymity said “Soludo’s 
online method of  selecting 
those to work in his admin-
istration is not acceptable 
because it doesn’t justify his 
preparedness to be gover-
nor.

Soludo: APGA kicks as 22,000 
apply for appointment 

“It shows that he doesn’t 
know the people much; he 
doesn’t know the kind of  
people he can use to perfect-
ly implement his manifesto 
and he wants people from 
the moon to give him ideas 
on what he is going to do at 
the Anambra state govern-
ment house.

“Did Soludo  fill online 
form before former Pres-
ident Obasanjo gave him 
appointment as Economic 
Adviser  or the Governor of  
Central Bank”

”Soludo shut the door 
against party membe rs 
shortly after he was de-
clared winner of  the No-
vember poll and told us 
that he didn’t want to see 
anybody. After that, he an-
nounced his bogus transi-
tion committee. The next 
thing he did was to release 
online application form.

“Let me ask one ques-
tion: Did he secure votes 
that made him government 
from online device? I mo-
bilized votes for him phys-
ically in my ward and in my 
local government, so why 
should I express my interest 

A foremost Nigerian Nationalist and former federal Commissioner for information, Chief Edwin Clark when he played host 
to Governor Dave Umahi in his Abuja residence.

to work in his government 
online. During campaign he 
was accessible to me but he 
didn’t ask people to come in 
through online to vote.

Meanwhile, no fewer than 
22,000  persons had report-
edly applied through online 
to work under   Soludo’s 
government expected to be 
inaugurated  on March 17, 
2022.

A media sssistant to Solu-
do, Mr  Joe Anatune said 
applications received for 
jobs had clocked  22,000 as 

of  Monday 
Anatune said the online 

talent hunt  was  a kind of  
data bank  that would be 
retained by the state govern-
ment to identify the sector 
each applicant would be 
employed.

He said, “this is not a one-
off  thing but a kind of  em-
ployment bank or database 
from which applicants are 
engaged depending on the 
demand for such job speci-
fications,”.

But National Coordinator 

MOUAU denies releasing
lands for RUGA
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Vice Chancellor of  
Micheal Okpara Uni-
versity of  Agriculture, 

Umudike, Prof.  Maduebibi-
si Ofo Iwe has dismissed the 
fears that some potions of  
lands belonging to the uni-
versity have been given out 
to the National Agricultural 
Land Development Agen-
cy (NALDA)  to be used as 
Rural Grazing (RUGA) or 
cattle reserves.

He also disclosed that 
tremendous achievements 
have been recorded in the 
last one year of  his leader-
ship as the school’s helms-
man.

The Vice Chancellor 
made the points during a 
press briefing he organised 
to celebrate his one year in 
office.

According to Prof  Iwe, 
the Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding with NAL-
DA would revolutionise 
the farming system in the 
school and make the high 
institution a leader among 
others.

“This is the first time a 
body has come up to assist 
this university to develop its 
farms. We have not given 
our lands for RUGA settle-
ments but it is part of  ef-
forts to encourage teaching, 
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of  APGA Media Warriors 
Forum, Chinedu Obigwe 
on Tuesday debunked the 
stories making the rounds 
that Soludo had jettisoned 
APGA members in his ap-
pointment plans. 

In a statement in Awka, 
the Anambra state capital, 
Obigwe  said the gener -
al public should disregard 
such insinuations.

He said, “I’m  saying it 
authoritatively that the re-
port did not emanate from 
APGA stalwarts.

“It’s important for me to 
now use this medium to tell 
the general public that Solu-
do is well prepared for the 
task of  governing ndi An-
ambra and he is determined 
to do his best for them.

“He is not joking with any 
of  his moves and nobody 
should take his directives for 
granted. One thing I discov-
ered that the author of   the 
report is labouring in vain 
to achieve is to sow seed 
of  discord between APGA 
faithful and Soludo but he 
has failed already”.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
young man simply 
identified as Mr. 
Sabatine Nwabueze 

on Monday lost his life by 
a stray bullet following the 
sporadic gun shooting by 
men of  the underworld at 
Ekwulobia/Isuofia road,  in 
Aguata local government 

area of  Anambra state. 
The armed gunmen also 

abducted two others who 
came to buy fuel but in a 
swift response from the 
operatives of  the Nigerian 
police made them abandon 
the victims and flee.

Confirming the report, 
Anambra police spokes-
man, Dsp Ikenga Tochuk-
wu in a press statement said 

“the Anambra State Police 
Command Operatives on 
28/2/2022 at about  9pm 
rescue abducted victim 
while responding to a dis-
tress call along Ekwulobia/
Isuofia road, Aguata LGA. 
The Police Operatives  also 
recovered a white Toyota 
Hilux Truck and Ash Lexus 
330 SUV”.

“Preliminary information 

learning and research.”
MOUAU also signed a 

Memorandum of  Under-
standing with NIMET  ac -
cording to Iwe under one 
year of  his leadership, even 
as a 5 years trade conflict 
between MOUAU and a 
consulting firm, Aoen has 
been  also been resolved.

Crises at  Michael Okpa -
ra University of  Agriculture 
Micro Finance bank has 
also been settled, according-
ly said Iwe.

Other achievements of  
MOUAU in one year of  the 
new V-C, included estab-
lishment of  surgical theatre 
at the school’s health ser-
vices department and the 
approval given to the school 
during theater to perform 
surgery in obstetrics and gy-
necology.

With this development, 
pregnant  women within the 
the university community 
could now access adequate 
medical care, courtesy of  
the centre.

He used the opportu-
nity to assure that Prof. 
Madubuike Ezeibe, the 
Dean of  College of   Vetin -
eriry Medicine who devel-
oped a drug to fight HIV/
AIDS, would be supported 
by his institution in research 
and archiving efficacy in the 
performance of  the drugs’ 
in patients.

revealed that the miscreants 
started shooting sporadical-
ly on entering cherry fuel 
station along Ekwulobia/
Isuofia road. As a result 
of  the shootings, one man 
who was later identified as 
Mr. Sabatine Nwabueze 
was fatally hit by the bullet 
of  the hoodlums and died 
in his car. The Operatives 
recovered the body and de-
posited it to the mortuary. 
The gunmen also abducted 
2 persons who came to buy 
fuel as of  the time of  the in-
cident”. 

The statement further not-
ed that “On the receipt of  
the information the CP im-
mediately ordered the tacti-
cal teams of  the command 
comprising of  Police Mobile 
Force, Counter Terrorism 
Unit, Special Forces and 
other units to compliment 
the existing security deploy-
ment in the area. During a 
hot chase by the police, the 
hoodlums abandon the ab-
ducted victim and flee”.

Meanwhile, calm has 
since returned in the area 
and police operatives have 
also intensify patrol within 
the area and in the state.

Angry mob burns 3 over phone theft
in Onitsha 

n angry mob on 

AThursday morning 
burnt three persons 

in Upper Iweka, Onitsha, 
who were suspected to be 
thieves, after they were 
apprehended for phone theft.

A source said the men 
who were operating with a 
tricycle dispossessed a victim 
of  his phone, but were 
unfortunately caught.

The source said: “The 
incident happened at Upper 
Iweka Motor Park, almost in 
front of  Star Sunny Motor 

Park in Onitsha.
“The men who were 

operating with a tricycle 
stopped and dispossessed a 
man of  his phone. As they 
went back into the tricycle 
and made to drive off, the 
tricycle malfunctioned and 
refused to start.

“They became panicky, 
and in the process, some boys 
who were loading vehicles in 
M o t o r  P a r k  q u i c k l y 
descended on them, beating 
them up.

“Some people brought 
tyres and others brought fuel, 
and they were set ablaze 
immediately,” the source 
said.

T h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e 

command's spokesperson, 
DSP Toochukwu Ikenga was 
not available to comments as 
at the time of  filing this 
report.

, formerly known, called Iand addressed as Dr. 
Ahuakagha Christabel 

Chimemena now wish to be 
known, called and addressed 
a s  D r.  M r s .  O k u m m e h 
Christabel Chimemena. All 
documents bearing my former 
name remain valid. Banks and 
the general public please take 
note.

Signed:
D r.  M r s .  O k u m m e h 

Christabel Chimemena

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha  

Change of Name
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Abba Kyari to be extradited - FG 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie lk-
peazu of  Abia State  
has commended the 

Nigerian Stored Products 
Research Institute, (NSPRI) 
for their  collaboration with 
the State  government in 
enhancing the preservation 
of  produce and increase in 
farmers income.

Ikpeazu  made the com -
mendation while flagging 
off  the Automated Solar 
Dryer and distribution of  
agricultural products, pro-
cessing and  storage kits at 
the Abia State Agricultur-
al Development Program 
(ADP) office in Umuahia.

He expressed delight that 
farmers in Abia would  now 
have facilities that coul d 
store, process and  add value 
to the  produce which will 
ensure more empowerment 
for farmers.

Abia Govt distributes produce
storage to farmers

Ikpeazu expressed satis-
faction that farmers would 
also  have market their pro-
duce even after peak sea-
sons.

The Governor represent-
ed by his Deputy, Sir Ude 
Oko Chukwu recalled that, 
having made agriculture 
one of  its main cardinal pil-
lars at inception, his admin-
istration  would  continue to 
do all it can to ensure food 
security and create wealth.

He appreciated the Pro-
grame Manager and man-
agement of  ADP in Abia  
State for living up to their 
mandate, promising not to 
relent in rendering assis-
tance to the ADP till they 
achieve food sufficiency in 
the State. 

He further lauded Abia 
farmers for their active par-
ticipation and dedication 
that  enabled government 
achieve the desired results 
in agric revolution, assur-

ing that fertilizers, pesti-
cides and other farm imple-
ment.m will be provided.

Abia State Commissioner 
for Agriculture, Prof. Ike-
chi Mgbeoji represented by 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Sir Okey Ihedioha said the 

breakthrough would put 
Abia ahead in food produc-
tion, utilisation and market-
ing.

Earlier in his address, 
the Programe Manager of  
ADP, Dr. Israel Amanze 
said they collaborated with 

Ex-female Reps member in shock,
as hoodlums burn house, cars
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

H
on. Nnenna Elendu 
Ukeje, the former 
House of  Represent-

atives member from Abia 
State has expressed shock 
at the attack on her family 
house, where her house and 
two cars were burnt by un-
known hoodlums.

Unknown arsonists  had 
on Tuesday, set the Alayi 
country home of  Ukeje who 
represented Bende federal 
constituency from 2007 to 
2019, ablaze, burning the in-
terior part of  the house and 
also burning two posh cars 
parked inside the compound.

But reacting to the attack, 
a close aide to Ukeje who 
spoke under anonymity con-
demned the development, 
noting that the female poli-

the NSPRI to establish the 
automated Solar Dryer in 
the State in their efforts to 
bridge the technical gap 
to farmers on agricultural 
commodities and encour-
aged beneficiaries of  the 
storage kits and facilities 

to use them judiciously to 
boost food sufficiency in 
the State.

 The Solar Dryer equip-
ment and other facilitie s 
were inspected by the Gov-
ernor’s representative, farm-
ers and other stakeholders.

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has approved the 
request by the United 

States of  America to extradite 
the suspended Commander 
of  the Police Intelligence Re-
sponse Team, Deputy Com-
missioner of  Police, Abba 
Kyari. The US had requested 
that Kyari should be extradit-
ed over alleged $1.1million 
wire fraud involving Abass 
Ramon aka Hushpuppi and 
four others.

The Attorney-General of  
the Federation and Minister 
of  Justice, Abubakar Malami 
(SAN), made this known in 
an application filed before the 
Chief  Judge of  the Federal 
High Court in Abuja.

In the application marked, 
FHC/ABJ/CS/249/2022, 
and filed under the Extradi-

tion Act, Malami said the 
application was necessitated 
by a request by the Diplomat-
ic Representative of  the U.S. 
Embassy in Abuja.

It had been reported that 
FBI Special Agent, Andrew 
Innocenti, had alleged that 
Hushpuppi contracted the ser-
vices of  Kyari after a “co-con-
spirator,” Chibuzo Vincent, 
allegedly threatened to expose 
the alleged $1.1m fraud com-
mitted against a Qatari busi-
nessman.

Innocenti, who said he 
obtained voice calls and 
WhatsApp conversations be-
tween Kyari and Hushpuppi, 
had also alleged that the latter 
paid the police officer N8m or 
$20,600 for the arrest and de-
tention of  Vincent.

The United States Attor-

ney’s Office at the Central 
District of  California had or-
dered the FBI to arrest Kyari 
almost a year ago.

Kyari had taken to Face-
book on July 29, 2021, to 
deny the allegations, but he 
later deleted the post after ed-
iting it about 12 times.

The Inspector-General of  
Police, Usman Baba, had rec-
ommended the suspension of  
Kyari, which the Police Ser-
vice Commission carried out 
on July 31, 2021.

The police boss had on 
August 2, 2021, constitut-
ed the Special Investigation 
Panel headed by the Deputy 
Inspector-General of  Police 
in charge of  the Force Crim-
inal Investigations Depart-
ment, Joseph Egbunike, to 
probe the allegations. The 

tician was yet to understand 
why her home was attacked.

The aide described the 
attack as “wicked and cal-
lous because Hon Ukeje is 
a woman of  peace who has 
uplifted many of  her constit-
uents during her days at the 
National Assembly even up 
till date.”

Meanwhile, some indi-
genes of  Alayi in Bende LGA 
of  Abia where the attack 
took place have expressed 
surprise at development.

The natives who did not 
give their names because of  
personal reasons, said Alayi 
was never known for vio-
lence.

The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer of  Abia State 
Command, Geoffrey Og-
bonna could not be reached 
to comment on the matter.

2023 Presidency: Clark declares support for Igbo 
candidacy,  backs  Umahi
By David Eze, Abakaliki

A 
foremost Nigerian Na-
tionalist and former 
Federal Commissioner 

for Information, Chief  Edwin 
Clark has declared his support 
to Igbo candidacy come 2023.

Chief  Clark who stated this 
when governor Umahi paid 
him homage in his Abuja resi-
dence also blessed the governor 
for his success in his presidential 
ambition. While extolling Engi-
neer Umahi’s visible leadership 
acumen, Chief  Clark empha-
sized that it was the turn of  
core Igbos to produce the next 

President of  Nigeria, insisting 
that those from related ethnic 
Nationalities should support 
Ndigbo to enthrone the likes of  
Governor Umahi to rescue the 
Nation from collapse. “When I 
say I want a president of  Nige-
ria of  Igbo extraction, I do not 
mean someone from Delta or 
Rivers State or anywhere else 
save from a pure southeast Igbo 
President. 

“My preferred choice is Igbo. 
So, my son, I have heard you, I 
have prayed for you, whatever 
you deserve, God will grant it 
for you. “When you defected 
to APC, I asked why, we all are 

fighting this cause but if  the PDP 
we the Igbo served 100% aban-
doned the Igbos, then we all will 
abandon the PDP. I have told 
them already.” He commended 
Governor Umahi for the infra-
structural accomplishments in 
Ebonyi State and prayed to God 
to grant his ambition the needed 
fulfillment. “I have heard about 
the good works you are doing 
in Ebonyi State, God will guide 
you and protect you, what you 
will become, only God can de-
cide, and no human being can 
change it. God will give you the 
courage, the wisdom, the deter-
mination to become what God 

findings of  the probe panel 
were transmitted to the AGF 
office which is responsible for 
matters regarding extradition, 
repatriation and transfer of  
suspects or wanted persons.

On Thursday, the AGF 
said the offence in respect of  
which Kyari’s extradition was 
requested “is not political nor 
is it trivial”. “if  surrendered, 
(Kyari) will not be prejudiced 
at his trial and will not be pun-
ished, detained or restricted in 
his personal liberty, by reason 
of  his race, nationality or po-
litical opinions,” part of  the 
application read.

Kyari is the subject of  an 
indictment in case Number 
2:21-cr-00203 (also referred 
to as 2:21-MJ-00760 and 
2:21-CR-00203-RGK), filed 
April 29, 2021, in the United 
States District Court for the 
Central District of  California.

The US charges against 
Kyari read, “Count one: Con-
spiracy to commit wire fraud, 
in violation of  Title 18, Unit-
ed States Code, Section 1349, 
carrying a maximum term of  
imprisonment of  20 years;

“Count two: Conspiracy to 
commit money laundering, in 
violation of  Title 18, United 
States Code Section 1956(h), 
carrying a maximum term of  
imprisonment of  20 years.

“Count three: Aggravated 
identity theft, and aiding and 
abetting that offence, in viola-
tion of  Title 18, United States 
Code, Sections 1028A(a)(1) 
and 2(a), carrying a maxi-
mum term of  imprisonment 
of  two years.”

desires you to be. 
“You have all the qualities 

and God will protect you and 
grant you the grace to achieve 
all your desires in good health 
and long life.”

In a speech, Governor Uma-
hi applauded the elder states-
man for his blessings and as-
sured him that he would turn 
around the fortunes of  Nigeria 
if  given the opportunity.

“I believe that if  God shows 
mercy on this country, He will 
not bring up a pure profession-
al politician to be the president 
of  Nigeria. Nigeria needs a bit 
of  a business-minded person 
who also has gone through our 
nature of  politics, and Nigeria 
needs someone who can en-
gage very properly. Without en-

gagement, without finding what 
are the people’s problems, why 
do you do what you are doing, 
and without fairness, equity, and 
justice it will be very difficult for 
our country to unite. Governor 
Umahi said his ambition was in 
the hands of  God and only Him 
would ensure he emerges victo-
rious at the next year’s polls.

“What we do not know is that 
both good leaders and bad lead-
ers all come from God. When 
God is happy with the people, 
He brings good leaders to them 
but when He is angry with the 
people, He gives them bad lead-
ers. So, when people castigate 
leaders, it is God they are casti-
gating so, we turn our eyes unto 
God that God needs to show 
mercy on us.

Archbishop Bishop Ibezim anointing one of the faithfuls as Christians Mark’s the beginning of Lenten season in Awka.
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body is what most young 
mums and ladies are aiming 
f o r .  U f u o m a  m a k e s 
motherhood look sweet and 
adorable. 

6) Omoni Oboli 
T h i s  l i s t  c a n ' t  b e 

completed without adding 
the producer, actress, and 
scriptwriter Omoni Oboli. 
She is married with three 
handsome boys. Her natural 
endowment makes her look 
a l l u r i n g  i n  a l l  h e r 
appearances. Omoni Oboli 
makes motherhood look so 
cute and easy. 

Okojie 
Mercy Johnson is one of  

the Nollywood star actresses 
that enjoys being a mum. 
The actress has four kids and 
she enjoys showcasing them 
on her social media pages. 
Mercy Johnson always looks 
curvy and attractive in all her 
appearances. She makes 
motherhood look fun and 
exciting which makes her 
part of  our list of  attractive 
and appealing celebrity 

with a spice of  beauty, Mercy 
Aigbe has to be mentioned. 
The businesswoman and 
Nollywood actress is  a 
mother of  two children that 
ever look young always. 
Mercy Aigbe's curvy body 
always leaves us with the 
word gorgeous. 

5) Ufuoma McDermott 
The beautiful actress is 

married and a mother to two 
lovely children. She could 
pass for a model even though 
she had a modeling career at 
an early stage. Her fitness 
journey and her attractive 

Ekeinde 
O m o t o l a  J a l a d e 

nicknamed 'Omosexy' is 
known for  her  natura l 
endowment which makes 
her super attractive. She's 
married for over 22years and 
is a mother of  four children. 
Omotola doesn't look like 
she has four kids, you could 
almost say she has never 
been pregnant because of  
h o w  h e r  b o d y  l o o k s 
appealing. 

2 )  M e r c y  Jo h n s o n 

mums. 
3) Iyabo Ojo 
Iyabo  i s  funny  and 

engaging on her social media 
pages. The 44 years old 
actress is a mother of  two 
grown-up children. She is 
always keeping up with the 
fashion game, flaunting her 
curvy body. Iyabo Ojo joins 
the list of  attractive celebrity 
moms. 

4) Mercy Aigbe 
When you speak of  class 

ost people believe Mthat a woman gets 
fat, shapeless, and 

over-bloated after giving birth 
to children but there are 
celebrity mums that have 
t r a s h e d  t h i s  o p i n i o n  b y 
maintaining their body which 
makes them hot and attractive. 
These are beautiful celebrities 
that play their motherly duties 
behind the spotlight. Check out 
the following celebrity mums 
that are attractive and super 
hot; 

1 )  O m o t o l a  Ja l a d e 

o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e Lm u c h - n e e d e d 
inspiration? 

These African influencers 
on Instagram and TikTok 
deliver the best content and 
open you up to a world of  
options in terms of  colour 
and structure. 

1. Audrey Lunda 
Audrey Lunda's fashion is 

one for an everyday man who 
w a n t s  t o  s p i c e  u p  h i s 
wardrobe and be the most 

f a sh ionab le  ve r s ion  o f  
himself. 

With enough styling tips 
and relatable fashion advice, 
Audrey has got men covered 
from jackets to shoes and 
everything in between. 

Even though Audrey is 
fond of  wearing shoes on suit 
w i thou t  socks,  we  can 
overlook that minor fashion 
mistake. 

2. Hafymo 
Hafymo's style is modest. 

Even though when she 
started as a fashion influencer 
she always wore a scarf  or a 
hat, she has ditched that 
temporarily. Her fashion and 
style is decent comfortable 
loungewear and, a lot of  
structured trousers and jeans. 

3. Wisdom Kaye 
Wisdom is the King of  

TikTok t rans i t ions  and 
interesting silhouettes. His 
style is usually genderless and 
fluid so it is for men who want 
to push the fashion envelope. 

His creativity is out of  this 
world. You can watch his 
videos many times because 
they are so interesting. He 
tries to recreate how marvel 
superheroes  or  car toon 
characters dress and it is 

simply out of  this world. 
4. Prissy Savvy 
One thing I love about 

Prissy is that you can get 
relatable looks from her. Her 
f e e d  i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t 
aesthetics but actual fashion 
inspiration. 

5. Simimoonlight 
Simi is for the plus-sized 

ladies, and they are for her. 
She makes looking plus sized 
so desirable and fashionable. 
Plus-sized women should 
follow her for some much-
needed inspiration. 

Whether male, female, 
modest or plus sized, these 
influencers will inspire you to 
take your fashion game up a 
notch. 

Celebrity mums with attractive bodies

Influencers to follow for fashion inspo 
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
hen you're in bed 

Wwith your lover, 
the last thing you 

want to do is turn them off.
Sex is  a  private and 

sensitive topic, and it's not 
surprising if  you've never had 

ow do you know a Hbabe is  for  the 
streets? 

When I asked some men 
how to know a babe is for 
the streets, they were deep 
in thought and unsure of  
what the signs were. 

A woman who is for the 
s t ree t s  i sn ' t  ready for 
commitment and cannot be 
tied down. If  any man tries, 
it never ends well because 
she belongs to everybody 
and nobody. 

Here are some signs; 
1. She spends every 

Sunday at Ilashe 
Ilashe is a private beach 

on Lagos Island. If  she is 
always going there with 
di f ferent  people  ever y 
Sunday, it is a red flag. 

2.  Hangs out  with 
artiste and skit makers 

This is a red flag shining 
so brightly. One day she is 
with a group of  musician 
and the next day she is with 
Instagram skit makers. 
Except she is part of  their 
management, pursuing 
such women would end in 
tears. 

3. She lives in hotels 
Her mirror selfie game 

in hotels is always on a 100. 
If  she is a business owner, 

that's okay, but today she is 
at Radisson Blu and the 
next day she is at Oriental 
hotel, why? 

4. She loves Snapchat 
Eventhough I don't use 

Snapchat, a personal intel 
tells me Snapchat is a place 
for debauchery. 

5. She does not have a 
job but her lifestyle is 
lavish 

This may or not mean 
she is for the streets but if  
her income does not match 
lifestyle means many men 
are on her case and giving 
her gifts. 

No exercise is equivalent 
to lethargy, bad mood and 
stress.  How? Exercising 
boosts our mood, it helps in 
increasing your blood flow 
a n d  r e l e a s e s  f e e l - g o o d 
hormones as well. It also 
helps us in keeping fit so you 
can perform better in bed too. 

H a v i n g  h u g e 
expectations

The kissing, foreplay, 
unreal sex scenes and orgasms 
can have a major influence on 
your sex life. The moment you 
blur the lines and presume 
that sex is what you see on 
screen, you are making a 

major mistake. Unrealistic 
expectations can turn you off  
easily. Follow the feelings and 
sensations instead. 

Depression
If  you are in depression, 

mentally and emotionally 
sad, then this could be a major 
reason why you are avoiding 
sex. Depression affects your 
self-esteem, causes physical 
fatigue and lowers your libido 
as well. It can also cause 
Anorgasmia, a state when 
you have trouble reaching an 
orgasm. 

e a r  O m a ,DI grew up in an 
a g g r e s s i v e 

home, I don't know if  it is 
affecting me or I am not open 
to relationship naturally.

My name is Richard; I 
live in Lagos and would be 28 
years in a few months from 
now. Growing up for me has 
always been a pathetic story 
of  my life.

My parents got married 
in  the  90 ' s  and a lmost 
i m m e d i a t e ly  a f t e r  t h e 
marriage I was born in Kano 
state but had to relocate to 
Lagos because of  my dad's 
quest for greener pasture 
after he was retrenched from 
his previous job. Life for me 
w a s  p r o m i s i n g  w h i l e 
growing up because my 
education was going well as 
fast as I could remember then 
until my maternal father 
came down to Lagos and 
took us to the village. I was 
too young to understand in 

barriers you have put up. 
Are you or your partner 

running away from sex? If  it is 
not because of  attraction 
issues then there could be 
these reasons why you do not 

consequences and after effect 
on the unborn child which 
s h e  d i d  a n d  s h e  w a s 
v i n d i c a t e d  o f  t h e 
accusations. 

A s  yo u n g  c h i l d r e n 
growing up in the village, 
myself  and my immediate 
y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  w e r e 
sub jec t ed  to  ha rdsh ip, 
farming and labour of  all sort 
that whenever my mother 
sets her eyes on us she 
couldn't help but to burst into 
tears but my father's sister 
who is bent on destroying his 
home has her own children in 
the city going to school and 
e n j o y i n g  m y  f a t h e r ' s 
resources, we were in the 
village for more than three 
years, my mother gave birth 
to twin and lost one after 
battling with illness which 
they called on my father for 
f i n a n c e  b u t  h e  n e v e r 
responded. However, when 
my mother and siblings 
returned back to his house in 

such environment even 
though we feared that one 
day he will eventually kill her 
because he already made it 
clear that he will do all within 
his power to make her leave 
by herself. My mother on the 
other hand has decided not to 
leave us to the care of  another 
woman so she was willing to 
endure all of  this.

When I left primary 
school and was preparing for 
secondary school, he never 
bothered about it, but would 
help his friends and families 
to secure admission for their 
k i d s  e ve n  i f  i t  m e a n s 
spending the last penny he 
had on him and this was 
becoming another issue 
because my mates were 
already rounding up the first 
term of  their first year in 
secondary school while I 
remained a t  home,  my 
mother would have done 
whatever it take to send me to 
school if  she was learned to 

a conversation about it with 
anyone. 

What's stopping you and 
your partner from having 
amazing sex are only some 
m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l 

full what was happening but I 
know it wasn't the best 
because I could see my 
pregnant  mother  be ing 
beaten frequently by my 
father. 

Sometimes, he would 
starve us his children because 
of  mother, then he was 
working with Ajino-moto 
and he earns well, but it never 
reflected on us because he 
would womanize and spend 
the money on drinks with his 
friend and his sisters' family 
while his own family starves 
of  hunger. My mother would 
literally do menial jobs just to 
make sure that we had 
something to eat. 

When we travelled to the 
village with my grandfather, 
my father and his brothers 
falsely accused my mother 
and asked her to proof  her 
innocence by taking an oath 
at the village shrine with her 
pregnancy not minding the 

want to have sex. 
Do not take them lightly 

because they do have a 
negative impact without you 
even realising it. 

Stress
There will always be some 

or the other kind of  stress in 
your life but to prioritise it 
over sex is a major mistake. 
You need to learn the art of  
balancing your life. It takes 
time but it is very much 
possible. Don't fall apart, keep 
calm and give sex importance 
because it is an integral part of  
your relationship. 

No workout

Lagos when he lost his job 
and had squandered all he 
had, he realized he had a 
family and came back for 
them.

In year 2000, he got an 
a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  a 
reputable company in Lagos 
and all his lifestyle began 
again, despite that he never 
saw the need for us to go to 
school until his sister thought 
it worthy that we go to school 
before he sent us to school.

One night he had an 
argument with my mother 
and he almost strangled her 
to death, it took the grace of  
God for us to loose his hands 
from her neck, leaving her 
with bruises all over her body. 
There was always one trouble 
or the other once my mother 
speaks about his drinking 
and womanizing attitude 
t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  h i m 
abandon us to starve and it 
doesn't bother him. We 
actually learnt to grow up in 

understood all the processes. 
He claimed he has no money 
to send me to school and my 
mother gave him the amount 
he requested for before he 
took me to a public school 
and worked me in after that 
h e  n e v e r  c o n t r i b u t e d 
anything to my studies any 
more, I will have to trek more 
than 5km daily to school if  I 
don't tell my mother about 
my transportation or she 
forgot to drop it before 
leaving for the market, even 
if  he is around I could count 
the number of  times he gave 
me transport to school in the 
whole of  my six years in 
school.

… To be continued
What a story you must 

say, same way I felt when I 
first came in contact with 
him, I shall finish up in the 
next weekend edition with 
Richard's story.
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t's officially the heat Iseason in Nigeria, and 
many people have been 

finding it hard to cope; the 
fuel scarcity coupled with 
the erratic light these days 
has made life a little difficult 
for most people.

Here are tips to help you 
cope with the heat; 

Stay hydrated 
Drink enough water this 

here has been sudden Tflooding of  Kayan 
Mata vendors and 

alternately, the use of  the 
products. Here's all you need 
to know about its usage.
Here's a quick 411 on Kayan 
Mata products and whether 
you should be using them. 
Kayan Mata originated from 
the  Nor ther n  t r ibes  o f  
Nigeria and literally means 
"women's things". Kayan 
Mata refers to herbs or 
potions that act as sex or love 
enhancers and aphrodisiacs. 
For centuries, their recipes — 
generally combinations of  
herbs, fruits and spices — 
have been used to heighten 
and stimulate the sexual 
feelings of  one's partner. 
They were originally used by 
married women to spice up 
sexual relations but recently, 
the products  have been 
peddled on the Internet as 
voodoo-like herbs for young 
ladies to attract attention 
from rich men. 
You can find the best Kayan 
Mata in states like Sokoto, 
Kebbi, Katsina, etc and they 
range from ranging from 
p e r f u m e s  t o  swe e t e n e r 
powders, sweets, zuman 
m a t a / m a z a  ( w o m a n ' s 
honey), sex drops, lubricants 
etc. 
For women who find it hard 
to be turned on during 
foreplay, Kayan Mata sweets 
are  encouraged for  the 
women to chew during the 
day when they are sure they 
will get laid at night. It creates 
a tingling sensation for the 
woman. 
The most popular kayan mata 
products are Kunun Aya and 

Tsumi. Tsumi is a mix of  
Kayan Mata herb and camel's 
milk and its effect is very 
strong. Kunun Aya is a juice 
gotten from Tiger nuts and is 
drunk by the man for extra 
performance. 
Health implications 
Since Kayan Mata is made 

very vagina has its Escent but does sex 
change it?

It's normal to notice 
when your vaginal scent 
has changed especially 
when it smells fishy. Is there 
any connection between 
sexual intercourse and 
vaginal odour? 

Here are some things to 
note; 

The penis introduces 

new stuff into the vagina 
The vagina is acidic 

and managing its PH level 
is essential. When you have 
sex with a new partner, a 
n e w  s u b s t a n c e  i s 
introduced into the vagina. 
The scent is bound to 
change because semen 
from the penis is alkaline 
and there is a clash with the 
vagina's PH. 

In conclusion, sex with 

a new partner causes a 
change in vaginal odour. 

U n p r o t e c t e d  s e x 
causes bacterial vaginosis. 

If  your vagina has a 
fishy odour it might be 
bacterial vaginosis. 

Unsurprisingly new 
a n d  m u l t i p l e  s e x u a l 
partners and not using 
c o n d o m s  c a n  c a u s e 
bacterial vaginosis. 

Even if  you are not 

having sexual intercourse, 
having dirty fingers finger 
your vagina can cause 
infections and a fishy smell. 

The fishy smell is 
caused by trichomoniasis 

Trichomoniasis is a 
s e x u a l ly  t r a n s m i t t e d 
disease that can cause your 
vagina to have a fishy smell. 
So, stay aware of  having 
unprotected sex.  This 
causes itching, swelling and 

a lot of  discharge. 
Hormonal imbalance 
Hormonal imbalances 

caused by the menstrual 
cycle can influence the 
scent of  your vagina, so you 
should take note of  that 
too. 

If  you notice your 
vagina smells different after 
sex, it should quell down 
after a few hours, if  it 
doesn ' t ,  s ee  a  doc tor 
because you might have an 
infection. 

out of  fruits, herbs and 
natural spices, it is, for the 
most part, healthy. There 
have been controversies 
about the effects of  Kayan 
Mata products in tying down 
men without their consent or 
inducing possessiveness. This 
points to the use of  voodoo in 

the making. Though, vendors 
claim that this is untrue, it is 
best to take care. 
If  you want to use Kayan 
Mata to enhance your sexual 
pleasure, the best advice is to 
be careful of  your sources and 
what exactly make up the 
ingredients. 

time; metabolic activities 
are faster during the hot 
weather, and as such, you 
lose body fluid more quickly. 
If  it's no stress for you, you 
could carry a water bottle to 
work or school every day to 
keep track of  your fluid 
intake. 

Avoid black clothing 
Try as much as possible 

to avoid clothes in the colour 

black. A black material 
absorbs heat and emits that 
heat into the environment, 
and consequently, your skin, 
which makes your body 
hotter than expected. 

Wear loose clothing 
Wear items of  clothing 

that  wi l l  a l low proper 
ventilation and aeration into 
your body. Avoid wearing 
footwear that would cause 

you to sweat on your feet. 
Whatever you can wear to 
make you comfor table 
during this hot weather. 

Wear antiperspirant 
sprays 

Hot season or not, it is 
essential always to use 
an t ipe r sp i ran t  sp rays, 
especially if  you sweat a lot. 
During this  season,  i t 
becomes worse, as you lose 
body fluid very quickly. It is 
a dv i s e d  t h a t  yo u  u s e 
antiperspirant sprays or roll-
ons to prevent sweat from 
your armpits which may 

irth control pills are Ba s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
some risks.

Women seek many 
ways to curb their chances 
of  getting pregnant. One of  
the ways they can have 
unprotected sex and not get 
pregnant is by using birth 
control pills. But is it really 

safe? 
How do birth control 

pills work? 
H e r e  i s  h o w 

MedicineNet describes it, 
“Oral contraceptives are 
hormonal preparations that 
may contain combinations 
of  the hormones estrogen 
and progestin or progestin 
alone.” 

“Combina t ions  o f  
estrogen and progestin 
prevent  pregnancy by 
inhibiting the release of  the 
hor mones  lu te in iz ing 
hormone (LH) and follicle-
s t i mu l a t i n g  h o r m o n e 
(FSH) from the pituitary 
gland in the brain.” 

They are usually taken 
the f irst  21 days of  a 
menstrual circle. 

W h a t  i s  t h e  r i s k 
involved in using oral 
contraceptives; 

Excess estrogen can 
cause cancer 

Many studies have 
f o u n d  a  c o n n e c t i o n 
between using estrogen 
u n o p p o s e d  w i t h 
progesterone with the risk 
of  developing cancer. 

Excess estrogen can 
m a k e  w o m e n  m o r e 
depressed 

Oral contraceptives 
mess up your hormones 
and cause you to feel more 
stressed and depressed. 
Research revealed that 
estrogen affects the ability 
of  the brain to handle stress. 

Birth control reduces 

progesterone level, and this 
has adverse effects on the 
body 

P r o g e s t e r o n e  i s 
essential in a woman's life. 
It improves your skin, 
reduces stress, anxiety and 
prevents miscarriages but 
when you take birth control 
pills, you stop all of  these. 

P C O S  ( Po lyc y s t i c 
ovary syndrome) 

Continuously cutting 
o f f  p roges t e rone  and 
increasing estrogen levels 
can lead to long term 
p r o b l e m s  l i k e  P C O S 
( P o l y c y s t i c  o v a r y 
syndrome). 

P C O S  c a n  c a u s e 
infrequent or prolonged 
periods, an increase in male 
hormones in women which 
can lead to excess hair 
growth, acne and obesity. 

Some women a l so 
experience migraines. 

Affects the liver 
The liver helps reduce 

excess estrogen but birth 
control pills put more 
estrogen into the body. 
Amassing estrogen can lead 
to benign tumours in the 
liver. 

The harmful effect of  
bir th control pil ls has 
caused some agitations for 
a male contraceptive. 

There are many other 

alternatives to these pills, 

like condoms, the morning 

after pills, and IUD. 

cause body odour or leave 
patches on your clothes. The 
weather is hot already; avoid 
frustrating someone else 
with a body odour please. 

Buy rechargeable hand 
fans 

There are a lot of  hand 
fans that are powered by 
electricity which are very 
convenient to carry about. 
In a case when there's no 
light, they can be powered 
using a power bank. Having 
one of  these will help you 
reduce heat stress during 
this period. 

Take cold showers 
After the day's work, 

taking a cold shower helps to 

relax your body. It leaves 
you cleansed from the sweat 
and accumulated dirt from 
t h e  d ay ' s  wo r k .  C o l d 
showers should also be 
taken in the night; It gets 
frustrating to sleep at night 
sometimes, even when the 
windows are open. To have a 
good night's sleep, you must 
take a shower just before 
bed; this will give your body 
the cooling effects it needs. 

As we carefully go on 
our way in this hot weather, 
these tips are essential to 
making the most of  the time 
and staying productive in 
this heat. 

Healthy LivingHealthy LivingHealthy Living
How to survive the heat season in Nigeria 

Should you be using Kayan Mata products?

What are the risks involved in using
birth control pills? 

Does s*x cause the vagina to have a foul smell? 
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ersonal style reveals who we Pare in a way that is entirely 
unique to ourselves while 

also lifting us up to be the best 
versions of  ourselves. Personal style 
is an approach, a method, a 
technique that has been chosen by 
you to best represent who you are as 
a person. It reveals your personality 
and explains the kind of  person we 
really want to be or seen or how we 
want to be addressed.

Here are some tips on how to 
improve your personal style:

Avoid the trendy clothes or 
styles: 

Being trendy is actually what 
turns a lot of  people off  from 
pursuing style, because they 
associate an interest in clothing 
with having to keep up with what's 
popular. Style, believe it or not, has 
nothing to do with being trendy. 

Personal style stems from an 
authentic attraction to an item. 
Personal style dignifies us by 
expressing the unique beauty by 
which we were made.

Consider your lifestyle while 
choosing a personal style:

Personal style is also about 
practicality, which is why it's vital 
to make sure your desired style 
works in your everyday life. For 
example you cannot be a site 
worker or an engineer and dress like 
a TV presenter when you know you 
are going to deal with machineries, 
oils, cement or building materials. 
So your everyday life should also be 
put into consideration while 
picking a personal style.

Start with basic or versatile 
clothing:

I t ' s  e a s y  t o  t h i n k  t h a t 

developing your personal style 
means buying a ton of  new, 
distinctive items. But creating your 
personal style depends upon a 
strong wardrobe foundation. You 
need items that can be easily paired 
together and can work for any event 
or occasion on your agenda.

Great style means putting 
together those basic items and then 
building upon them later with more 
distinct pieces that express your 
individual taste.

Basic or versatile items are 
classic items that stand the tests of  
time. You might already own a few: 
plain jeans, simple slacks, button 
downs, neutral-colour blazers, and 
sweaters, etc. When trying out new 
looks and developing your personal 
style, these base items will serve as 
the perfect starting point.

Gather your looks:
Go for a little walk down the 

memory lane, and make a folder 
with pictures from the past – photos 
of  yourself  that you like the most, 
dresses you often wear, etc. That 
gives you an idea of  what you want, 
which means you should probably 
reconsider your closet, chuck 
everything you do not need, and 
build further according to your 
style. Work on adding to those 
looks, and how you can align them 
with the current fashion trend. Like 
adding a scarf, a piece of  jewelery, 
boots, etc. After all, it can be quite 
boring to wear the same kind of  
clothing.

Think about your style icon:
Who is that one person alive or 

dead, celebrity or not, that you look 
up to as 'your personal style icon'? 
That tells a lot about who you are, 

what you like, and who you want to 
look like. Well, more often than 
not, it does. Are you all about 
elegance like Tacha, classy and an 
absolute diva like Tiwa Savage, 

eccentric like Yemi Alade or simple 
and unique queen like Adesua? 
Whoever it is you might like, your 
style icons can help you find your 
style.

Your  personal  s ty le  i s  a 
reflection of  who you are. Leave 
aside what anybody else thinks 
about your style, bring out what 
defines you and play with it.

Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
With KayceeWith KayceeWith Kaycee

5 ways to improve your personal style



Cover

News Echo                                                                    Page 18

Onitsha Road Industrial Layout

Imo loses billions to Anambra

I
ndustrialists running 
factories at the Onitsha 
Road Industrial Layout 

at Irete, Owerri West Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State are experiencing the 
worst times as successive 
governments in the State have 
neglected the high economic 
potentials of  the layout while 
concentrating on frivolities 
and levities that attract cheap 
applauses that do not stand 
the test of  time.

Successive State 
governments in Imo have 
failed in providing the 
necessary infrastructural 
development facilities 
that can encourage the 
existing industries and as 
well facilitate the smooth 
take off  of  the new multi-
national companies that are 
willing to establish in the 
State, probably because these 
administrations do not realise 
that industrialization is very 
necessary for the growth of  
any state as it will bring about 
value addition to the state.

This negligence that has 
gradually resulted to outright 
abandonment has caused a 
speedy fleeing and relocation 
of  industrialists to other states 
especially Anambra and Delta 
States where infrastructural 
facilities are duly provided by 
State Governments to attract 
large capacity investors with 
a view to boosting the state’s 
economy and as well create 
employments for the teaming 
youths.

It could be recalled that 
Onitsha Road Industrial 
Layout, was carved out 
by Ndubisi Kanu, the first 
military administrator of  the 
old Imo State created in 1976, 
by Murtala Muhammed 
and Chief  Sam Mbakwe of  
blessed memory laid the first 
infrastructural development 
structure that encouraged 
investors into the layout then.

The Onitsha road 
industrial layout with 
over 200 industrial plots 
was housing more than 
100 industrial companies 
operating at optimal capacity 
in the early 1980s because 

then governor, Chief  Samuel 
Onunaka Mbakwe, provided 
the required enabling 
infrastructural development 
facilities but now, less 
than 15 companies are still 
operating in the layout 
with 90% of  the remaining 
factories working at less than 
half, their installed capacity 
yet the government is still 
discouraging them with poor 
and irregular power voltage 
supply at a cut-throat billing 
and immoderate payments 
ranging from multiple 
taxation to fumigation 
levies among others, in such 
a desolate area.

Governor Rochas 
Okorocha during his 
electioneering campaign for 
a second tenure promised 
Imo people, industries and 
factories which according 
to him will in turn create 
jobs for the people of  the 
state yet he completed 
the 2 tenures of  4 years 
each without any form 
of  attention in the line of 
infrastructural development 
facilities to the industrial 
layout, he ended his tenure 
leaving the environmental 
condition of  the industrial 
area so discouraging, that 
resident industrialists fled 
and the incoming investors 
redirected to other states. 

For instance, the 
environmental condition of 
the Onitsha Road Industrial 
layout in Imo drove Tummy-
Tummy factory, originally 

residing in the layout to 
Nnewi in Anambra State. 
The supposed biggest 
Pharmaceutical factory 
in West Africa, currently 
building at Anambra State 

was originally designed to 
be located at Onitsha road 
industrial layout, Irete 
but the expatriates who 
came down for feasibility 
were not satisfied with the 
environmental condition of 
the layout as there were no 
infrastructural development 
facilities on ground, causing 
the investors to play into 
Anambra State, where 
there are better operational 
facilities and environment. 
The story is not different 
for a hatchery industry that 
relocated to Ogun State 
from the layout. Also in the 
unending list of  companies 
who were forced out of 
business by the deteriorating 
and unsupportive condition 
of  the estate is Dolphin 
Industries, producers of  the 
best industrial shoe gum in 
the country, located in this 
same layout.

Some of  the major 

Industrialists with large 
factories in the layout 
who spoke to our team of 
Editors while on inspection 
tour of  the Industrial area, 
described investing in 
Owerri, particularly Onitsha 
Road Industrial Layout, 
as punishment. They said, 
only strong and thick-
livered investors can operate 
in Onitsha Road Industrial 
layout, following the fact that 
there are no infrastructural 
development facilities in the 
layout which investors can 
leverage, unlike it is in other 
states like Anambra where 
investors from the Layout 
run to. 

Chief  Okey Ikoro, who 
is also a heavy investor in 
the Industrial Layout, who 
also spoke to our team, 
maintained that a visionary 
government would waste no 
time in realising the great 
economic potentials of  the 
layout and harnessing same 
without delay. He informed, 
there is a total of  16km road 
network in the entire layout 
and wondered why the 
government cannot address 
it headlong so that vehicles 
can have access into layout 
as roads into the layout 
are virtually not motorable 
during rainy season.

Chief  Ikoro hinted 
that the state government 
can deploy concession 
method to resuscitate the 
near moribund layout in 
order to boost the state’s 
economic base and possibly 
discourage the state from 
absolute dependence on 
federal government’s 
allocation. He also said, 
if  the Hope Uzodinma led 
administration creates the 
infrastructural development 
facilities in the industrial 
area, the layout will 
undoubtedly grow at an 
unprecedented speed and 
subsequently employ a lot 
of  people, thereby reducing 
the employment deficit of 
the state.

He reiterated on the high 
advantages, the location 
of  the Industrial layout at 
Owerri has granted the State, 
insisting that the location of  
the layout is so central that it 
will service customers from 
Rivers, Abia and Anambra 
without hiccups.

By Bright C. J. Okereke

… As Industries shut down, relocate

This negligence that has gradually 
resulted to outright abandonment 
has caused a speedy fleeing and 

relocation of industrialists to other states 
especially Anambra and Delta States 
where infrastructural facilities are duly 

provided by State Governments to 
attract large capacity investors with a 
view to boosting the state’s economy 

and as well create employments for the 
teaming youths.

“

“

Uzodimma
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Everton and Chelsea boss 
Carlo Ancelotti as an option 
to take the helm at Old 
Trafford.

Ten Hag was in the 
running to become the new 
Tottenham manager in the 
summer, but it's claimed the 
language barrier was an issue 
in talks with the nor th 
London club.

According to Daily Mail, 
Ten Hag is studying English 

process” is ongoing to pick 
t h e i r  n e w  p e r m a n e n t 
manager this summer.

“ W e  k n o w  t h a t 
consistency is key as we strive 
for a top-four finish this 
season,” Murtough said.

“I  want  to re i terate 
however that this is not the 
u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i ve  f o r 
Manchester United, and 
everyone at  the club is 
focused on challenging for 

the top trophies.
“We are now conducting 

a thorough process for the 
appo in tment  o f  a  new 
permanent manager who will 
take charge this summer, 
with the objective to get us 
back to challenging for those 
domestic and European 
titles.”

Richard Arnold echoed 
Murtough's sentiments as the 
chief  executive commented 
publicly for the first time 
since taking up the role on 
February 1, when executive 
v i c e - c h a i r m a n  E d 
Woodward departed.

“Everyone associated 
with Manchester United 
should have belief  in the 
opportunities that lie ahead 
of  us, both on the pitch and in 

the way we engage and serve 
our fans,” he said.

“We have a clear vision 
and we are implementing a 
strategy to win with an 
empowered leadership team 
to drive that forward.

“We will foster a culture 
of  excellence through a 
w o r l d - c l a s s  f o o t b a l l 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i l e 
strengthening the role of  fans 
at the heart of  the club and 
harnessing the power of  
Manchester United to make a 
positive impact on people, the 
environment and society.

“Al l  o f  th is  wi l l  be 
supported by a sustainable 
operating model that ensures 
the club is strong for the 
present and secure for the 
future.”

jax manager, Erik 

Aten Hag is reportedly 
t a k i n g  E n g l i s h 

lessons with his 'heart set' on 
a move to Manchester United 
at the end of  the season.

Ten Hag is thought to be 
a m o n g  t h e  l e a d i n g 
candidates to take over at Old 
Trafford along with Mauricio 
Pochettino, while Sir Alex 
Ferguson has also asked the 
club to consider former 

C Milan technical 

Ad i r e c t o r ,  P a u l o 
M a l d i n i ,  h a s 

c o n f i r m e d  B a r c e l o n a ' s 
interest in signing Franck 
Kessie in the summer. The 
Ivory Coast midfielder has 
just  under  four months 
remaining on his current deal 
and has refused to sign an 
extension with the Serie A 

ivers United boss, RS t a n l e y  E g u m a , 
believes they are still 

a long road from the title and 
want  h i s  team to  keep 
pushing.

B o o k m a r k e r s  h a d 
tipped Rivers United as 
favourites for this season's 
Nigeria Professional Football 
League title.

They justified the tag 
with an impressive 1-0 away 
w i n  a g a i n s t  f o u r - t i m e 
Champions Kano Pillars at 
the Ahmadu Bello Stadium 
on Wednesday.

Summer signing, Nyima 
Nwagua won the maximum 
points for the Pride of  Rivers 
on his game against Kano 
P i l l a r s  —  t h e  c l u b  h e 
represented for four seasons.

With two games left to 
the second phase of  the 
campaign, Eguma's side are 
leading the league table with 
35 points from 16 games.

”The league is still on, 
Pillars game is one of  those 
games, Eguma told the press.

“It's not the end of  the 
league, we won and we are 
expected to do better in other 
games because other teams 
are also coming.

“The league is not over 

C Barcelona have Fbeen busy trying to 
l o c k  d o w n  t h e i r 

young talents to long-term 
deals in order to help manage 
their wage bill in the coming 
seasons.

However, they have so far 
f a i l e d  t o  c o m e  t o  a n 
agreement with Gavi. Recent 
s p e c u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o w 
suggesting that the teenager 
may be poached by the 
Blaugrana's bitter rivals, Real 
Madrid.

The 17-year-old has 
i m p r e s s e d  B a r c e l o n a 
manager Xaxi Hernandez 
and has  found himsel f  
enjoying steady first-team 
action at just 17 years of  age. 
He first made a breakthrough 

during the tenure of  former 
manager Ronald Koeman, 
and has appeared to have 
charmed Xavi as well.

The youngster's current 
deal does not expire until 
June 30, 2023, but Barcelona 
are keen to protect the value 
of  their  young players. 
O f f e r i n g  a  l o n g - t e r m 
extension now will also save 
the club from the headache 
of  having to negotiate a 
higher package once the 
player proves to be more 
valuable in the months closer 
to the expiration of  his 
current deal.

H o w e v e r ,  G a v i ' s 
representatives have not 
accepted Barcelona's offers 
thus far, although the player 

himself  has not made any 
indication that he wants to 
leave. The speculations of  a 
possible departure have 
come up following a sighting 
at  the Spanish capital . 
According to Marca, Gavi's 
agent, Ivan de la Pena, was 
spotted in Real Madrid's 
offices in Valdebebas earlier 
this week.

Of  course, this may not 
necessarily mean that he was 
there to negotiate a transfer 
for the Barcelona player. De 
la Pena has other clients, and 
it is more likely that he was at 
Valdebebas to attend to the 
contract renewal of  his other 
client, Marc Cualcon, who is 
currently a Real Madrid B 
midfielder.

Gavi had previously been 

in Los Blancos' radar, but he 

ultimately chose to join 

Barcelona.  Despite  the 

rumours, it would seem 

unlikely for Gavi to move to 

the capital, especially with a 

non-agression pact between 

the two teams.

The two clubs may be 

bitter rivals on the pitch, but 

they have always had a good 

business relationship. The 

two Spanish giants are both 

founding members of  the 

controversial  European 

Super League, which has 

now been shelved after a 

clash with UEFA.

until  i t 's  over,  we keep 
working hard and prepare for 
t h e  n e x t  g a m e , ”  h e 
concluded.

Up next, it's Shooting 
Stars on Sunday 6th March 
2022. Kick-off  is at 4pm 
(NIG time) at  Adokiye 
Amiesimaka Stadium.

giants thus far.
The 25-year-old joined 

Milan initially on a two-year 
loan from Atalanta, before 
the Serie A club made his 
move permanent in 2019. The 
Ivorian has been impressive 
during his five seasons in 
Italy, which has attracted 
interest from a number of  
clubs across Europe.

X av i ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Spanish publication Sport, 
wants to bring Kessie to the 
Camp Nou to bolster his 
m i d f i e l d  a n d  i n c r e a s e 
competition for places. The 
Catalan club have been in 
contact with the Ivory Coast 
international's agents and are 
said to have made an offer 
worth €6 million per season.

Maldini is  aware of  
Barcelona's interest and is 
keen to keep Kessie at the San 
Siro beyond this summer. But 
the Azzuri legend has made it 
clear that the club will not 
bend over backwards for the 
midfielder – in terms of  
offering over-the-top wages to 
convince him to stay.

“Barça ' s  in te res t  in 
Kessie? It 's  normal,  his 
contract is about to expire and 
we  s t i l l  d o n ' t  h ave  a n 
agreement. The stance is the 
one dictated by the club, we 
absolutely will not deviate 
from it,” Maldini said.

B a r c e l o n a ' s  c a s h 
problems are crippling their 
ability to compete financially 
with top clubs in Europe, thus 
they are trying to get a march 
on them when it comes to top 
quality soon-to-be free agents. 
The La Liga giants are not the 
only club trying to lure 
Kessie, with English Premier 
League outfits Tottenham 
H o t s p u r,  A r s e n a l  a n d 
Liverpool also on the hunt.

However, Kessie is said 
to prefer a move to Spain with 
Barcelona his first choice over 
other interested suitors. The 
Milan midfielder has thus far 
made 20 appearances in the 
Serie A for Stefano Pioli's 
side. He has contributed five 
goals with the team currently 
tied on points with league 
leaders Napoli.

in an attempt to improve his 
chances of  landing a job at 
United.

Ajax are understood to 
be  aware  of  Ten Hag 's 
i n t e n t i o n  t o  l e ave  t h e 
Eredivisie side at the end of  
t h e  c u r r e n t  c a m p a i g n 
following 'recent internal 
talks'.

United's football director 
John Murtough said this 
week that  a  “ thorough 

Ten Hag takes step towards Man Utd job

Barcelona make €6m contract offer for Kessie

NPFL title race still open says Rivers
Utd boss, Eguma

Transfer window: Real Madrid could poach Gavi from Barcelona

KessieKessieKessie

HagHagHag

GaviGaviGavi
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understood to be two of  the 
parties joining forces to bid 
for the Blues.

Tuchel and his players 
o n l y  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e 
oligarch's decision to sell up 
shortly before the Luton 

o r m e r  A r s e n a l Fs t r i k e r ,  K e v i n 
C a m p b e l l  h a s 

suggested that Premier 
League clubs will battle to 
sign Rangers midfielder, 
J o e  A r i b o ,  i n  t h e 
u p c o m i n g  s u m m e r 

transfer window.
Campbell also urged 

Rangers to ensure they get 
top dollars for the Super 
Eagles star amid interest 
from Premier League 
clubs.

A r i b o  h a s  b e e n 
attracting interest from 
s eve r a l  c l u b s  i n  t h e 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e , 
including Crystal Palace, 
Watford, Southampton 
and Aston Villa.

T h e  2 5 - y e a r - o l d 
joined Rangers  f rom 
Charlton Athletic in the 
summer of  2019.

Aribo will enter the 
final twelve months of  his 
contract with the Scottish 
Premiership champions 
in July.

It is all but confirmed 
that Aribo would end his 
association with Rangers 
in the summer whether or 

not the club earns a 
qualifying spot in the 
g r o u p  s t a g e  o f  t h e 
Champions League.

“There comes a time 
where they (Aribo and 
Kent) will consider their 
futures,” Campbell told 
Football Insider.

“A lot of  clubs will 
have been watching their 
p r o g r e s s .  T h e y  a r e 
performing really well so 
clubs will be wanting 
them to come in the 
summer, clubs with big 
money.”

Campbe l l  added : 
“Unfortunately, Premier 
League teams are gonna 
come knocking for Aribo 
and Kent.

“What is important 
for Rangers is that they get 
top dollar for them. That 
way they can restock the 
shelves in the summer.”

England
16:00 Aston Villa - Southampton - X2
16:00 Burnley -  Chelsea -  X2
16:00 Newcastle – Brighton- 1X
18:30 Liverpool - West Ham—1X
 
La Liga
14:00 Osasuna – Villarreal- X2
21:00 Real Madrid - Real Sociedad-
1X

Czech Republic
15 :00  FK Pardub ice  -  Ceske 

B u d e j o v i c e  - X
1 5 : 0 0  Z l i n  –  P l z e n -  X 2
18:00 Ostrava – Liberec-1

Others
16:00 Dundee Utd - Hearts - 1X
16:00 Hibernian - St Johnstone- 1X
16:00 Rangers – Aberdeen- 1
18:00 Young Boys – Luzern- 1
20:30 Lausanne – Zurich- 2
12:15 PSV – Heracles- 1

match.
And he conceded he 

needed time to get to grips 
with the seismic changes on 
the horizon in the post-
Abramovich world.

“It's a bit too early to 

Asked if  the bombshell 
announcement had rocked 
his players given their creaky 
display for long periods 
against second tier Luton, 
Tuchel said: “They have 
internet connections, they 
watch TV so of  course they 
knew, they get messages. But 
sti l l  we focused in the 
preparation only on sports.

“A n d  m ay b e  s o m e 
players are more affected, 
some less, but in the end we 
managed to focus, grow into 
this game and find the key to 
win it.”

Tuchel is well aware the 
impending regime change 
could lead to all manner of  
issues in the future.

At present, he mostly 
deals directly with Chelsea 
technical advisor Petr Cech 
and Marina Granovskaia, a 

h o m a s  T u c h e l Tadmitted he cannot 
imagine life without 

Roman Abramovich after 
the Russian billionaire's 
stunning decision to put 
Chelsea up for sale.

Abramovich has come 
to the “incredibly difficult” 
conclusion that he must sell 
Chelsea amid the political 
f a l l -ou t  f rom Russ ia ' s 
invasion of  Ukraine.

T h e  5 5 - y e a r - o l d 
revealed the shock news less 
than an hour before Chelsea 
kicked off  in their 3-2 FA 
Cup fifth round win at Luton 
on Wednesday.

Abramovich bought 
Chelsea in 2003 and his vast 
investment helped the west 
London club win 19 major 
trophies, including five 
Premier League titles and 
two Champions League 
crowns.

He hired Tuchel  in 
January 2021 and was in 
Abu Dhabi recently to watch 
as Chelsea won the Club 
World Cup for the first time, 
having already lifted the 
Champions League and 
UEFA Super Cup in the 
German's reign.

But the Abramovich era 
a t  S tamford  Br idge  i s 
coming to an abrupt end due 
to the war in Ukraine.

Abramovich reportedly 
opted to sell Chelsea amid 
fears he could come under 
B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t 
sanctions given his alleged 
links to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

With a consortium of  
billionaires already making 
their interest in a deal public, 
Abramovich set his asking 
pr ice  for  Chelsea  at  a 
reported £3 billion ($4 
billion) and pledged to give 
the net proceeds to victims 
of  the Ukraine conflict.

Swiss tycoon Hansjorg 
Wyss and American investor 
Todd Boehly, a co-owner of  
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
b a s e b a l l  t e a m ,  a r e 

speak, because I can only 
think about Chelsea with 
Roman Abramovich. So it's 
very hard for me. It hasn't 
sunk in yet that this is going 
to stop. It's a massive change 
of  course,” Tuchel said.

club director and long-time 
Abramovich aide.

Publicly at least, he 
remains calm and insisted 
the sale will not be a problem 
as his main focus remains on 
the players and his staff.

“I don't think I need to 
talk about it, I don't know as 
much as maybe you think. 
I'm not a CEO or member of  
the board. So, I'm very sure 
the club will speak to us and 
the players,” he said.

“ I ' m  n o t  s o  m u c h 
worried because I still feel 
privileged and in a good 
place. And I still hope and 
trust for the best. I'm not so 
much  the  pe r son  who 
worries  about things I 
cannot influence.

“It's big news, it will be a 
big change, but I'm also 
never afraid of  change, and 
will focus on what I can 
influence, and this is staff  
and team.”
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From: Abia State 
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meetng new people

Occupation: Student, Model
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I can't imagine Chelsea without Abramovich – Tuchel

EPL clubs to battle for Super
Eagles midfielder, Aribo
– Ex-Arsenal star, Campbell

Tuchel, Abramovich
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