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Uzodimma assures of fixing 
Avu-Ohaji-Egbema Road 
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 News

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Director Gen-
eral of  Consumer 
Protection Council 

(CPC) Imo state,  Hon. 
Mrs Obioma Okafor has 
advised the public to sup-
port the council in its fight 
against fake and adulter-
ated products being pro-
duced and marketed in the 
state.

Obioma stated this dur-
ing the 2022 world Con-
sumer Right Day celebra-
tion that took place at the 
council with the theme 

World Consumer Right Day: Imo CPC boss cautions 
against fake, adulterated products

“Fair Digital Finance”.
She disclosed that con-

sumers have the right to  
demand for refund, repair 
or replacement of  any 
goods that is fake, expired, 
adulterated and unwhole-
some. She maintained 
that people should check 
for products before buying 
them if  they are adulterat-
ed or expired.

 According to Okafor , 
there are some certain 
things to consider before 
purchasing any prod-
uct such as checking the 
prices of   products before 

buying, stating that if  a 
product that should be 
higher in price is brought 
so low or becomes cheap-
er, it calls for an alarm, 
also the packaging, and 
where someone is buying 
the product is a determi-
nant factor.

She maintained that 
there are products that or-
dinarily should be sold in 
shopping malls or super-
markets, seeing them been 
sold in obscure places is 
suspicious.

She further encouraged 
people to report any case 

of  short change to CPC 
for necessary actions to be 
taken and observed that 
there is need for a fair digi-
tal finance as she disclosed 
that there are compliant of  
overbilling and shortch-
ange in transactions by 
some financial institutions 
and POS operators stating 
that  such issues are also 
being tackled by the coun-
cil.

She urged the masses 
to report any activity in 
their neighborhood  that 
is not in the best interest 
of  consumers and embibe 

T
he Governor of  Imo 
State, Sen Hope Uzo-
dimma has assured 

of  quick intervention on the 
poor state of  road linking 
Avu-Ohaji-Egbema to re-
duce the hardship the people 
have been subjected to in the 
past 20 years.

The Governor made the 
promise to the aggrieved 
youths of  Ohaji/Egbema 
Local Government Area of 
Imo State who took to the 
streets to barricade the Ow-
erri-Port Harcourt Express-

way in Imo State on Tuesday 
in protest for the bad road.

Speaking through his 
Chief  of  Staff, Barr. Nnam-
di Anyaehie, the Governor 
promised that “in the next 
seven days a Contractor will 
be mobilised to the site and 
the people will be happy.”

Briefimg reporters in his of-
fice, Anyaehie said from his 
interaction with the protest-
ing youths he “saw genuine 
demands that cannot be ig-
nored and assuaged them by 
fraternizing with them and 

assured them that the Gover-
nor had already awarded the 
road to a reputable Contrac-
tor and soon work will com-
mence on the road.”

The Chief  of  Staff  said 
he explained to the youths 
that “Governor Uzodimma 
is proactive and very much 
concerned about the plight 
of  Ohaji/Egbema people 
who are his primary Con-
stituents and can never ig-
nore them in the scheme of 
things.”

Anyaehie used the oppor-

Nollywood actress, Chioma Toplis remanded 
in  Umuahia prison over Facebook post
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

P
opular Nigerian ac-
tress, Chioma Toplis 
has been remanded in 

Nigeria Correctional Centre, 
Afara, Umuahia for alleged 
falsehood against a business-
man,  Chief  Uche Akwuk -
wuegbu.

Toplis, aged 48, was re-
manded in the prison facility 
for allegedly using her Face-
book page on May 28 and 
31, 2021, to call  the busi -
nessman alleged rapist and 
ritualist.

When the case,  Inspec -
tor-General of  Police vs 
Chioma Toplis was brought 
before a magistrate  Court 
on Wednesday, the charge 
read, “ That you Chioma 
Toplis ‘f ’ between May 28 
and 31, 2021 while residing 
in Nigeria, and being under 
the Umuahia North Magis-
terial District and knowingly 
and maliciously published in 
your Facebook page “Chio-
ma Toplis” the following: “ 
Ur rapist father invited his 
daughter in-law (now EX) to 

Nigeria and without his con-
sent and slept with her.”

The charge continued, “ 
You equally called him a ritu-
alist who used his last daugh-
ter as the sacrificial lamb 
of  the family, hence she is 
perpetually sick and hidden 
in the house, a publication 
which you know to be false 
and intended to cause annoy-
ance, inconvenience, danger, 
obstruction, enmity, hatred, 
ill-will or needless anxiety 
to the person of  Chief  Uche 
Akwukwuegbu, the Chair-
man of  Abia State traditional 
prime ministers’ council and 
community leader.”

The offence, according 
to the charge, is punishable 
under section 25(b) of  cyber 
crime (prohibition and pre-
vention Act 2015 as applica-
ble in Abia State.

No plea was taken by the 
accused but the Magistrate, 
Idika Kalu ordered the case 
to be transferred to the De-
partment of  Public Prosecu-
tion (DPP) for onward trans-
fer of  the matter to the High 
Court.

Meanwhile, the Magis-

tunity to  appeal to Imo peo-
ple,  especially the youths, 
to exercise patience with the 
Government in all sectors 
“because the Governor is 
doing everything within the 
available resources to ensure 
that Government provides in-
frastructure to all parts of  the 
State, especially the oil pro-
ducing LGA that are the hen 
that lays the golden eggs.”

The Chief  of  Staff  fur-
ther advised the youths to 
see themselves as partners 
in progress with the Shared 
Prosperity Administration of 
Governor Uzodimma, bear-
ing in mind that “the best is 
yet to come.”

He also thanked the youths 
for being peaceful in their 
protest,  promising on behalf 
of  the Governor that “the 
Government will never forget 
or neglect them in the scheme 
of  things.”

Present at the briefing were 
the Chief  Press Secretary/
Media Adviser to the Gov-
ernor, Oguwike Nwachuku 
and the Senior Special As-
siatant on Tourism and En-
tertainment,  Hon. Eke Ike-
chukwu.

Journalist Emeka Obasi’s death 
shocking, sad says Uzodimma

G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  Imo 
State has expressed 

shock and sadness over 
news of  the passing of  the 
Publisher of  Business Hall-
mark Newspaper, Prince 
Emeka Obasi.

Obasi reportedly died on 
March 15, 2022 at a Lagos 
hospital according to his 
family. He was 58.

In a statement by Gov-
ernor Uzodimma’s Chief  
Press Secretary and Media 
Adviser, Oguwike Nwa-
chuku, the Governor said 
Prince Emeka Obasi was a 
thorough-bred media prac-
titioner who devoted his 
time, energy, intellect and 
resources for the advance-
ment of  the media profes-
sion in Nigeria.

The Governor recalled 
that early in life Prince 
Obasi took to journalism 
practice and was to found 
Hallmark group of  news-
papers and later the Na-

tional Mirror newspaper 
when he rested the Hall-
mark. 

He said Prince Obasi’s 
love for the media contin-
ued and drove him to re-
package the old Hallmark 
as Business Hallmark after 
he sold the National Mirror. 
The Governor said apart 
from Prince Obasi’s media 
engagements, he was also 
involved in other activities 
that helped to shape the im-
age of  the Nigerian society.

 For instance, Prince Oba-
si founded the Public Policy 
Research and Analysis Cen-
tre (PPRAC), as a vehicle 
to confer the Zik’s Prize for 
Leadership recognition on 
deserving Nigerians.

Governor Uzodimma re-
gretted that Prince Obasi, 
a former Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy in 
Abia State during the return 
to civilian rule in Nigeria in 
1999 died when his services 
were needed most, both in 
his media constituency and 
the society at large.

He commiserated with 
the widow, Dr. (Mrs.) Betty 
Obasi, the children, friends, 
associates and well wishers 
over the passing of  their 
loved one and encouraged 
them to find solace in the 
fact that Prince Obasi led 
a fulfilled life in God and 
contributed his quota for 
the good of  mankind when 
he was alive.

Governor Uzodimma 
also prayed God to grant 
the soul of  the deceased a 
peaceful repose and to the 
people he left to mourn 
him, the fortitude to bear 
the loss.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

There is palpable tension 
in the All Progressive 

Grand Alliance, APGA, as 
the Deputy Chief  of  Staff  to 
governor Willie Obiano, Mr. 
Uzu Okagbue has declared 
his intention to vie for the 
Senate, to represent Anambra 
Central Senatorial Seat at the 
National Assembly Abuja, in 
the 2023 general elections.

Mr. Okagbue, who is vying 
under APGA will be con-
testing for the party’s ticket 

with the former National 
Chairman of  APGA, Sena-
tor Victor Umeh, alongside 
the member currently repre-
senting Njikoka, Anaocha, 
Dunukofia at the Nation-
al Assembly, Hon. Dozie 
Nwankwo. 

Meanwhile, from the in-
vestigation gathered by News 
Echo, many youths are hap-
py with his interest in the po-
sition.

A source who spoke to our 
correspondent on condition 
of  anonymity said: “Since he 

the 3S mantra and CPC 
will solve it”. She posited 
that the council will not 
divulge the identities of  
individual who filed a re-
port and will also provide 
an incentive to that effect.

Highpoint of  the event 
was a Debate organized 
by CPC in collaboration 
with IMSUBEB  for pri -
mary school pupils titled 
“Unwholesome products: 
who is to be blamed, pro-
ducer or consumer”. the 
DG further disclosed  that 
the essence of  involv-
ing School children is to 
create awareness in their 
minds regarding the con-
sumption of  fake products 
and also to use them to 
propagate the message to 
their various homes.

The DG furthermore 

thanked their partners and 
sponsors for making the 
occasion a successful one. 
Some of  the pupils who 
won different prices at the 
event expressed thanks to 
the organizers and prom-
ised to keep making the 
state proud.

In his reaction, the Exec-
utive Secretary of  IMSUB-
EB, Hon. Chidiebere Egbo  
disclosed that the perfor-
mance of  the pupils is an 
indication that CPC and 
the schools are making 
great impacts in  the aca-
demic- social integration  
of  the younger generation. 
He thanked the teachers 
for making the pupils the 
ideal citizens of  Imo state 
and prayed God to crown 
their efforts with success.

trate Idika Kalu remanded 
the accused in the custody of  
Nigeria Correctional Centre, 
Afara Umuahia while the 
case marked 124/C was ad-
journed to April 14, 2022.

In his reaction after the ad-
journment, Chief  Uche Ak-
wukwuegbu demanded that 
the female actress must prove 
the allegations she made 
against him in the Facebook 
posts.

started thinking of  that aspi-
ration, there has been a huge 
shift. Youth are happy, there 
is joy in the atmosphere. 

“Uzu has a lot of  advan-
tages and wields a lot of  in-
fluence. Many people were 
favoured in Obiano’s govern-
ment because of  Uzu, so we 
are happy he has declared an 
interest.

Declaring his interest, Uzu, 
said I will put his entire first-
year salary for the develop-
ment of  58 communities in 
his constituency. 

2023: Tension in APGA as Obiano aide dares Umeh, 
declares for Senate
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Umahi’s sack:  Ebonyi APC berates PDP for 
demanding Certificate of Return 

News

By Ikenna Orioha 

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, PDP, has 
vowed that it will pro-

duce quality, humane and 
godly candidate to be able 
to eject Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma from the Imo State 
Government House Seat 
Owerri in the next gover-
norship election. 

The party made the vow 
through the former member 
who represented Nwange-
le/Nkwerre/Isu/Njaba 
Federal Constituency in the 
House of  Representatives, 
Rt. Hon. Jones Onyereri, 
while speaking with jour-
nalists at  All Seasons Hotel, 
Owerri, last week, during 
the Birthday Celebration of  
Prof. Protus Nathan Uzo-

ma.
He  was very sure that  

PDP will win the next Imo 
State governorship election 
because of  its formidability, 
solid structure, unity, zeal, 
determination for improved 
good governance and eco-
nomic prosperity, comfort 
and peace, saying though 
conflict may occur, but set-
tlement becomes more eas-
ier, without any external 
interference.

“We have held our con-
vention with no rancor or 
court litigation. We will 
have best choices as regards 
the governorship seat in 
Imo State Douglas House 
in the next governorship 
election. PDP is well posi-
tioned to win the next gov-
ernorship election hence 

Governor Soludo during his swearing-in ceremony.

organized structure. It is 
easier to settle conflicts as 
they were without external 
interference”, he added.

Stressing that the 2023 
will be a good election year 
in the state, a PDP chieftain 
in Ohaji/Egbema and a 
member, Samdaddy Divine 
Mandate, Chief  Godwin 
Achonwa, mentioned that 
the PDP is moving strong-
er especially at his area, 
pushing to reclaim power 

from the APC, describing 
the celebrant, Uzoma, as a 
man of  letters, “who is well 
behaved”.

While glorifying God for 
keeping him despite the po-
litically induced challenges, 
travails he experienced in 
the hands of  security per-
sonnel particularly the po-
lice, the celebrant, Prof  Pro-
tus Nathan Uzoma, said he 
was “messed up, incarcerat-
ed, beaten up last year, but 

NAPTIP rescues 17,443 
trafficked persons

T
he National Agency 
for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons 

said it has rescued 17,443 traf-
ficked persons since the agen-
cy began operations in 2003.

Benin Zonal Commander 
of  the agency, Nduka Nwan-
nwenne, who made the dis-
closure, on Thursday, at a 
sensitization programme in 
Ologbo in the Ikpoba-Okha 
Local Government Area of 
Edo, said 502 persons were 
convicted within the same 
period.

He said that the advocacy 
programme, which would be 
carried out in two other com-
munities in Edo, was in col-
laboration with the lawmaker 
representing Bekwarra/Og-
budu/Obanliku Federal Con-
stituency of  Cross River State, 
Mr Legor Idagbo.

Nwannwenne said the es-
sence of  the advocacy was to 
seek the collaboration of  tra-
ditional institutions to combat 
the scourge of  human traf-
ficking in the state and across 
the country.

He said that the traffickers 
always come under the guise 
of  helping the victims to seek 
better opportunities abroad.

He stressed that the victims, 
who are mostly transported 
abroad through illegal and 
dangerous means, are often 
left traumatised with their 
experiences, while others die 
before they get to their desti-
nation.

He regretted the fact that 
some parents forced their 
children to embark on this 
journey without knowing the 
inherent danger involved.

He said: “NAPTIP has 
rescued 17,443 trafficked per-
sons since inception in 2003, 
while 502 persons have been 
convicted. The reason for this 
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God has sustained me for a 
purpose to which I’m very 
grateful to Him”.

Regretting how he suf-
fered incarnation in police 
cells, in the dark dirty room, 
without no hope of  seeing 
the light of  the universe, 
Uzoma called for the san-
itation of  the society and 
overhaul of  the Prisons, 
Cells, Awaiting Trial Cells, 
with speedy dispensation of  
justice, so that inmates with 

less offences or not at all 
would be freed. 

He told the President and 
the Governors to always 
pardon prisoners through 
their prerogative of  mercies 
as the constitution stipu-
lates, regretting that many 
innocent prisoners have 
died carelessly with govern-
ment or prisons authority 
making no effort to reform 
the prisons system to lessen 
their suffering.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he  All Progressives 
Congress (APC), 
Ebonyi State chapter 

has described the demand 
by the People’s Democratic 
Party ( PDP) from the In-
dependent National Elec-

toral Commission (INEC) 
Certificate of  Return for 
their purported candidates 
as sheer act of  foolishness 
and childish.

The chairman of  the 
Party in the State, Chief 
Stanley Okoro- Emegha 
who stated this during a 
press briefing in Abakali-

ki, warned the PDP to de-
sist from deceiving herself 
and the general public, that 
APC has appealed on the 
sack of  Umahi and stay of 
execution served on PDP.

He accused the PDP of 
being behind the crisis and 
insecurity in the State. The 
chairman said, “APC Eb-
onyi State has described as 
foolishness of  the highest 
order by Ebonyi PDP in 
demanding for Certificate 
of  Return from INEC for 
their purported candidates 
for an election their said 
candidates never partici-
pated.

“The constitution of  Ni-
geria section 285(13) and 
the amended electoral laws 
both 2010 and 2022 includ-
ing all known cases of  both 
Appeal and Supreme court 
decisions, already made it 
clear that you cannot ben-
efit or sue or be used for an 
election you did not partic-
ipate.

“It is therefore very fun-
ny and childish for PDP to 

advocacy today is to create 
the awareness on the dangers 
of  illegal migration and that 
of  human trafficking, because 
most victims have claimed ig-
norance before embarking on 
the journey.

 “The traffickers come to 
the victims with the belief  that 
Europe or their destination is 
where you pick money on the 
streets, only to end up being 
used as slaves, prostitutes or 
drug peddlers.

“It will interest you to know 
that the victims do not benefit 
from this menace as much as 
the traffickers. This is why we 
have come to our traditional 
rulers and parents, to let you 
know that we must all come 
together to stop this menace. 
Let’s spread the news against 
human trafficking in our 
communities,” he added.

Nwannwenne noted that 
20 states, including Edo, have 
set up task force against hu-
man trafficking and illegal 
migration, while urging the 
remaining states to do same.

 Umahi’s sack: Group cautions 
against inflammatory remarks
By David Eze, Abakaliki

A 
group under the 
umbrella All Pro-
gressives Congress 

(APC), House of  Assemby 
candidates in the 2019 gener-
al elections has called on the 
political class in the State to 
abstain from making incen-
diary remarks capable of  fur-
ther aggravating the political 
tension caused by removal 
of  Gov. David Umahi and 
deputy, Kelechi-Igwe by the 
court . 

The group who made the 

call in a statement jointly 
signed by Mr Ejike Agbo, its 
coordinator and Mrs Ngo-
zichi Okorie, Secretary and 
made available to newsmen  
in Abakaliki urged Ebonyi 
residents to remain calm and 
eschew inflammatory re-
marks in the face of  political 
crisis rocking the state. 

The group which frowned 
at the unfortunate develop-
ment, however, expressed 
confidence that the removal 
of  the governor by the Feder-
al High Court, Abuja would 
be upturned at the Appeal 

be requesting for Certificate 
of  Return from INEC, even 
without regards to the Ab-
akaliki court order which is 
a judgement in rem on the 
seat of  the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of  Eb-
onyi State.

“Ebonyi PDP is warned 
to desist from deciving her-
self  and the general public 
knowing very well that the 
said judgement has since 
been appealed and notice 
of  appeal and stay of  exe-
cution served on PDP.

“We are now aware of 
who and who are behind 
the crisis/cases against 
Ebonyi State Government 
including all the insecurity 
in the state since the Gov-
ernor defected from PDP 
to APC.

“Ebonyi State Govern-
ment is stable and all pro-
jects and programmes are 
ongoing and will never 
stop. Ebonyians are re-
quested to be calm and 
vigilant and assured that 
justice is already at hand”, 
he said.

Court. 
The statement therefore, 

urged the citizens to remain 
calm and shun engaging in 
any behaviour or activity that 
could plung the state into 
deeper crisis. 

“We the concerned APC 
2019 House of  Assembly 
candidates have frowned at 
the development resulting 
from the court judgement 
sacking Gov. Umahi, as gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi. 

“We hereby affirm our sup-
port and solidarity to the gov-
ernor at this challenging time 
and appeal to our people to 
shun remarks or behaviour 
that could truncate the exist-
ing peace and security of  the 
state.

PDP vows to produce quality 
candidate to replace Uzodimma 



News Echo   Friday 18 - Saturday 19 March, 2022                                                    Page 4 

Editorial

Remedying the 
agonising state of 
roads in South East
D

riving through roads in the 
South-East geopolitical zone 
has become very worrying 

especially the federal roads. For 
instance, the Enugu-Onitsha, Aba-
Owerri, Onitsha Owerri, Owerri-
Umuahia, Enugu-Abakaliki, among 
many others are in deplorable 
conditions.

The journey from Enugu to Onitsha 
which, in the good old days, used to 
take less than one hour now takes 
about six hours. Same for Enugu-Aba 
and Onitsha-Owerri. Motorists have 
totally abandoned some of the major 
portions of the Express road, due 
to its impassibility, thereby forcing 
commuters to overuse local roads as 
bypass option.

In Anambra, some major portions 
of the Enugu –Onitsha expressway 
has been turned into money making 
spot as scores of youths assemble 
there every day to push vehicles 
stuck in the mud for negotiated fees 
on the dilapidated road. Drivers are 
also bemoaning their fate as their 
vehicles could sometimes remain in 
the mud for days as towing vehicles 
cannot even access the area. Many 
vehicles, particularly trucks, have 
had to remain in the mud for days 
as the drivers and owners of goods 
being conveyed by the drivers suffer 
economic losses.

In Imo State, it is still an ugly 
experience to ply the Owerri-
Umuahia road and Owerri – Aba 
road. At a point, motorists resorted 
to taking a bypass through villages 
in Emekuku and Obowo to cut off 
the bad federal road until the state 
government did a remedial work on 
the road.

The road has since gone bad 
again. A journey that ought to take 
one hour, now takes two hours. The 
Emekuku in Owerri North, Oboama 
Nguru in Aboh Mbaise and Achingali 
in Obowo areas of the road are the 
worst portions of the road. The 
Owerri end of the Owerri – Aba road 
and the Ulakwo axis have become 
impassable in spite of the fact that 
the state government did remedial 
work on the road some years ago.

In Abia State, the Osisioma to Port 
Harcourt axis of the dual carriage 

road could pass as the worst section 
of the highway as commuters dread 
plying the route. The Abia axis of the 
highway was segmented into two and 
awarded to two separate construction 
firms apparently for swift execution, 
but the slow pace of the work seems 
to have defeated that aim.

The condition of the highway 
between Aba and Obigbo in Rivers 
State, particularly at Ariaria Junction, 
Alaojii Mechanic Village and Asa axis 
is hellish. The expressway has virtually 
collapsed in these identified portions 
making movement undesirable for 
commuters.

Security agents who have converted 
these failed portions into toll gates 
as they extort money from motorists 
have made matters worse.

Similarly, the Port Harcourt Road 
traversing the heart of the commercial 
city of Aba is in sorry state, just as the 
Ikot Ekpene-Umuahia federal highway 
linking South East and Akwa Ibom 
State, particularly the Ikwuano axis.

The federal government in 2018, 
reportedly awarded N13.4 billion 
contract for the total rehabilitation of 
the highway after years of palliative 
work by the Federal Road Maintenance 
Agency, FERMA, but after the initial 
clearance of some terrible portions 
the road has been abandoned  for non 
mobilization of the contractor..

While the Akwa Ibom end of the 
road is smooth, the Abia axis is almost 
impassable, thus, making movement 
on it a nightmare.

The Umuahia-Ohafia-Arochukwu 
federal road is no exception as it 
has almost collapsed making trip to 
Arochukwu from Umuahia the state 
capital almost a day’s journey.

In fact commuters prefer going to 
Arochukwu via Akwa Ibom instead 
of passing through Ohafia, a journey 
that ordinarily should not have taken 
more than two hours. 

Despite claims by the federal 
government that contract for the 
rehabilitation of the road has been 
awarded, there is nothing on ground 
to suggest it will be done any time 
soon.

We therefore urge the federal 
government to extend their road 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 
compass to the South East.
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Fallacy of natural resources

W
hen discussing 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g 
of  the Nigerian 

polity and making the case 
for fiscal federalism, it is 
postulated that all states 
or regions have resources 
governors can fall back on 
rather than go cap in hand 
to Abuja. Resource control 
has also been the focus of 
agitation by a region of 
the country. This resource 
debate goes beyond Nigeria 
as discussants question 
Africa remaining poor 
despite having over 30% 
of  the world’s mineral and 
natural resources. They 
claim Africa is being raped 
or drained of  its resources.

However, a resource 
remains inanimate until 
an inventor finds a use for 
it.  The copper in Zambia, 
the uranium in Niger or 
the coltan in the Congo 
would have been of  little 
value to the peoples of 
these countries without 
the inventors. Same for 
the Niger Deltans, most 
of  whom would have 
remained contented 
fishermen to this day. The 
parable of  Jesus easily 
comes to mind, the talents 
(read resources) were taken 
from the steward, who kept 
it in the ground, and given 
to stewards who multiplied 
theirs. Africans give their 
primary resources to those 
who know how to add value 
to them, be it the copper 
ore for electric wiring or 
uranium to electricity, it’s 
biblical. In Nigeria’s case, 
we give others our crude 
oil and collect premium 
motor spirit from them.

The intuitive thinking 
is that being resource 
endowed automatically 
translates into societal 
riches. We hold on to these 
views despite what real 
life tells us that mineral 
resources do not equate 
to societal wealth in this 
new world. We have the 
phrase ‘resource curse’ yet 
we choose resources. We 
have heard that winning 
the resource lottery 
assigns nations to poverty 
yet we choose resource 
endowment as a reason 
for restructuring the polity 
into regions.

Those who pass on the 
cliche of  regional resources 
replacing the allocation 
from the federation 
account never give details 

of  how the tin in Jos or 
the bitumen in Ondo or 
the gold in Osun and 
Zamfara states will suffice. 
Nigeria has had a federal 
ministry of  solid minerals 
for 37 years yet how many 
industries has it birthed?

Resource endowment 
also attracts conflicts of 
which Nigeria has had its 
fair share, the Niger Delta 
crisis and, lately, the crisis 
in Zamfara State. We 
are aware of  the Blood 
Diamonds of  Sierra Leone 
and the perennial conflicts 
over minerals in the 
Democratic Republic of  the 
Congo. In addition, we have 
environmental degradation 
and poisoning of  locals 
through contaminants 
getting into the food chain 
or water table.

We misapplied David 
Ricardo’s theory of 
comparative advantage 
that has determined 
how Nigeria engages in 
international trade, basing 
our trade on our natural 
resources only. The West 
had a perceived advantage 
in growing cocoa so we 
exported cocoa beans and 
built Cocoa House. The 
North had an advantage in 
groundnuts so groundnut 
pyramids gave us Ahmadu 
Bello University. The 
East had advantage in 
palm kernel and palm oil 
and Nigeria was number 
one and two respectively. 
But, how come Cadbury 
Nigeria is buying cocoa 
products from India? 
I don’t see India’s 
comparative advantage 
over Nigeria. What 
comparative advantage has 
Singapore such that they 
have multiples of  Nigerian 
installed refining capacity? 
Indeed smart nations 
had jettisoned this theory 
while we took it in hook, 
line and sinker. From this 
we see having a resource 
is not an advantage, other 
things come into play. An 
important question is: is 
it exploitable? Is there 
a growing international 
market for it that Nigeria 
has to break into? It took 
Nigeria longer to monetise 
its gas than it took to 
monetise oil. We have the 
second-largest deposit of 
bitumen yet we are unable 
to monetise it.

To help understand the 
fallacy of  natural resources 
as source of  societal 
wealth I will take us back 
to a December 16, 2010 

article in The PUNCH 
by a former minister of 
education in the First 
Republic, who also served 
as minister of  justice in the 
Second Republic, the late 
Chief  Richard Akinjide, 
SAN. The article identified 
three categories of  assets 
that contribute to societal 
wealth—natural assets, 
our bone of  contention 
here; productive assets, 
that is productive capital 
that accumulates over 
time reason (Lagos 
State is the fifth largest 
economy in Africa though 
it’s not resource-rich); 
and intangible assets as 
represented by the quality 
of  a society’s human 
resource and the worth of 
institutions the local HR 
creates and runs.

He wrote that, unlike 
the other two assets, HR 
can be either an asset or 
a liability. Some country’s 
HR scored a high positive 
while Nigeria’s HR was 
given a negative 71%! It is 
to this liability that a smart 
governor of  a region must 
tune and turn to. This is 
the asset that Lee Kuan 
Yew employed to turn 
Singapore into what it is 
today. If  Osun State people 
are looking to their gold, 
I wish them the best but 
gold did little for Ghana. If 
Ondo State indigenes are 
looking at their bitumen, 
I wish them well too. The 
US used its positive HR to 
do many things including 
landing men on the moon. 
Our negative HR has 
made crude oil become an 

human resource.  And, if 
the day of  restructuring the 
polity ever comes, and it 
will come, we will discover 
to our chagrin that without 
restructuring our minds to 
uplift our human capital 
we will be putting old wine 
in new wineskins.

Another cliche to get 
Nigeria transformed is 
that we should pay more 
attention to our human 
capital development. 
This is after growing our 
universities to almost two 
hundred, with several 
more polytechnics and 
monotechnics. If  it is about 
the inadequacy of  HCD, 
how is it that products from 
our universities are sought 
after all over the world?

As Chief  Akinjide 
pointed out, the Nigerian 
economy is not absorbing 
or satisfying the aspirations 
of  Nigerian emigres 
so they seek pastures 
elsewhere. How come 
we think producing more 
university graduates would 
lead to the transformation 
of  Nigeria? Except we 
view our academically 
enhanced HR as not being 
for Nigeria. After all, 
diasporans have grown 
our remittances to almost 
match what we earn in 
petrodollars. Isn’t this 
another level of  human 
trafficking, shipping out 
our human resource like 
was done during slavery 
for a few dollars more?

There is a clamour for 
the populace to empower 
themselves with voter cards 
and change the current 
guard, this is not enough. 
The voters have to be 
well informed so as not 
to vote in a populist over 
a pragmatist. The voting 
public is part of  the negative 
human resource, who 
can be carried away by a 
smooth-talking demagogue 
who promises a stronger 
naira when what we need is 
a depreciating naira.

What we need most 
are philosopher-kings, 
who will help turn our 
liabilities into great assets 
and entrepreneurial 
leaders, who understand 
these dynamics. Currently, 
those aspiring to lead us 
to enjoy the paraphernalia 
of  office and gift projects 
to communities as though 
financed by them and not 
by federal allocations. 
Let’s advocate mind 
restructuring over polity 
restructuring.

Opinion 

By Olugbenga Jaiyesimi albatross around our necks. 
It has disallowed us from 
monetising our bitumen 
deposits and using it for our 
road construction. Alas, 
Nigeria imports bitumen 
for its roads.

I repeat, it is the 
entrepreneurial governor 
who will make a difference 
in a region or a state. I 
observed this play out in 
Ogun State. For much of  its 
existence Ogun state was 
a civil servant state, then 
came an entrepreneurial 
governor and in a matter of 
years, Ogun State became 
the most industrialised 
state in the federation. His 
successor by commission 
lost this position to a 
neighbouring state as he 
sent away a major investor 
from the state. Ogun State 
also lost the proposed 
Catholic University in 
Nigeria to another state.

Why can’t Nigeria 
import copper ore from 
Zambia, or iron ore and 
bauxite from Guinea to 
have strategic industries 
operate from Nigeria? 
Our industries need not 
be based only on local raw 
materials. Mind-boggling 
is the lack of  response to 
this very revealing article, a 
lesson in itself. For over ten 
years now, this diagnostic 
article has been ignored 
and the pathos continues 
to ravage the country. Our 
human resources continue 
to bring the country down 
by destroying over half  of 
our natural assets. Indeed 
natural assets count for 
nothing without a positive 

Another cliche to get Nigeria 
transformed is that we should 

pay more attention to our 
human capital development. 

This is after growing our 
universities to almost two 

hundred, with several 
more polytechnics and 

monotechnics. If it is about 
the inadequacy of HCD, how 

is it that products from our 
universities are sought after all 

over the world?

“

“



A
ll thanks to 
God for seeing 
us through 

today.  The gift of  life 
calls for celebration 
and dancing. This is 
because without life, 
there is nothing any 
one can do on earth. 
God is so faithful to 
fail those that believe 
in Him.  So let us give 
God a grateful heart.  

My sister, our 
journey of  life, how 
far. In life some 
are enjoying while 
some are murmuring 
because of  what they 
are passing through . 
Do not murmur about 
anything. Just laise 
with God and all will 
be well and better.

In life your 
relationship with God 
matters.  Let us   learn 
how to sing praises to 
God despite all odds. 
Now let us sing this 
song to God, Imela 
ooo, Imela ooo 2x, 
Chineke Imela.  God 
loves a cheerful heart 
so much. My Redeemer 
Liveth so embrace 
God and He will make 
difficult ways to be 
easy for us. He maketh 
rich and poor and He 
can as well frustrate 
and kill for your sake.  
It may not be easy with 
the present situation 
of  things in the world 
today, be courageous, it 
will be better and well. 

God is so merciful 
and compassionate. 
Have you experienced 
his Mercies before. 
I have encountered 
God’s mercy severally 
and each time I 
remember the good 
things God has done 
for me, tears will row 
down my cheeks.  So 
my sister, fear not, for 
God to have shown 
mercy to many, your 

The journey of life
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own will not be a 
problem. You are 
the next in line. He 
is always available 
to bless those that 
are present in His 
presence. Sometime 
ago, there were these 10 
arm robbers caught in 
their dreaded exercise. 
And the day that was 
supposed to be their 
last day on earth, they 
were asked to say their 
last prayer. And one 
of  them prayed thus; 
“Oh Lord, we are 
sinners, forgive us and 
have mercy on us and 
our souls”.  The Lord 
answered him and 
touched the officer 
that was in-charge.   
And lo and behold, the 
authority proclaimed 
to the robbers saying, 
your sins are forgiven, 
go home and sin no 
more”. Have you seen 
how God saved and 
delivered the already 
condemned, that is 
why l said, God is so 
good to those that 
believe in Him. Just 
try and you will see the 
wonderous things God 
does to His faithful 
children.

A lady was booked 
for an operation and 
inside the theatre, the 
Doctors that were 
administering to her 

asked her to pray before 
the commencement of 
the operation. See what 
the patient prayed, 
“Oh my Father, l thank 
you for the successful 
operation because l 
know without sickness 
there will be no 
healing, I therefore 
Lord thank you for 
healing me today”. 
Oh my goodness, a 
prayer of  faith. This 
is fantastic. God holds 
both life and death, so 
let us thank Him as we 
journey on this earth. 
He is so amazing and 
can never change. Try 
my sister and you will 
see the goodness of 
God. Let us wait to 
the end, He is an ever 
faithful God. Forget 
what hurts you but 
never forget what it 

teaches you.
In life, we are living 

with mistakes, we 
should not allow the 
mistakes of  the past 
to depress us. Do you 
know that no one 
comes to this world 
by mistake. There is 
something God had 
written about you and 
I, and surely all will 
be established and 
fulfilled, Amen. We 
will not die before our 
Change come. Every 
delay has a wonderful 
gift hidden within it, so 
don’t be discouraged, l 
assure you that today’s 
difficulty will become 
tomorrow’s drum 
and dance of  victory. 
There is great good 
out of  every bad. The 
God of  Israelites is 
able to do it for us. It 
just a matter of  time, 
it will come sooner or 
later, ok.

 And to tell you the 
truth, to succeed in life 
is not an accident, it’s 
through hard work, 
perseverance, learning, 
studying, sacrificing 
and most of  all, to 
love what one is doing 
in life. Let us learn to 
do good with intention 
and not for attention. 
This is because 
whatever one does in 
life, God sees and He 

In life, we are living with mistakes, we 

should not allow the mistakes of the past to 

depress us. Do you know that no one comes 

to this world by mistake. There is something 

God had written about you and I, and surely 

all will be established and fulfilled, Amen. 

We will not die before our Change come. 

Every delay has a wonderful gift hidden 

within it, so don’t be discouraged, l assure 

you that today’s difficulty will become 

tomorrow’s drum and dance of victory.

“

will pay back at His 
own proper time. So 
avoid helping others 
for attention, the God 
who sees the heart of 
all men will duely see 
you through, Amen. 

My sister, we shall 
use our mouths to 
praise God and not 
to cry again. You 
shall only shed tears 
of  testimony and 
Thanksgiving. God 
has taken away our 
agonizing tears; 
therefore no more tears 
in Jesus Name Amen.  
Do you know that every 
spirit of  limitation and 
stagnation, our Lord 
has taken away?  And 
our divine helper is 
around to put smiles in 
our mouths.

 Don’t feel down cast, 
the protector of  Israel 
is alive to guard and 
to protect us. Maybe, 
you are thinking about 
the emptiness in your 
house, no food, no 
money for this and 
that. Don’t worry my 
darling sister, God is 
available to present a 
gracious gift to those 
present in His presence.  
May every plans of  an 
enemy to disable our 
finances, our home, 
career, academics etc 
be destroyed in Jesus 
Name, Amen. 

Sooner or later we 
shall laugh our laugh 
and dance our dance, 
just believe and it will 
come to pass. We shall 
experience unimaginable 
and unbelievable 
breakthroughs. I tell you 
my sister, it’s not over 
with us, and we must 
match to the end. It does 
not matter how long it 
tarries, our bitter story is 
turning into joy, just wait 
and see that our time of 
jubilation is near.......

Don’t feel down cast, the protector of 

Israel is alive to guard and to protect 

us. Maybe, you are thinking about the 

emptiness in your house, no food, no 

money for this and that. Don’t worry my 

darling sister, God is available to present 

a gracious gift to those present in His 

presence.  May every plans of an enemy 

to disable our finances, our home, career, 

academics etc be destroyed in Jesus 

Name, Amen.

“
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W e  l o v e d  t h i s 
photoshoot because it gave us 
the perfect fairy princess vibe. 
The backdrop and the gown 
pair nicely together. 

3. Gothic Erica 
The photography, the 

d e s i g n ,  t h e  m a k e u p , 
everything feels right about 
this picture. 

4. Eriyonce 
Erica draws inspiration 

attendance and this gave us a 
bright idea, why don't we 
count down five of  our 
favourite looks from Erica? 

1. Purple Erica 

2. Princess Erica 
I especially love this 

picture of  Erica because it 
looks like a royal portrait of  a 
queen. 

from a famous Beyonce 
Knowles photo shoot, and we 
adore it plus the Ankara 
jacket is gorgeous. 

5. Dollface 
Erica looks like a perfect 

doll in this picture, everything 
sits so perfectly and cute. 

c t r e s s ,  E r i c a 

ANlewedim had her 
birthday on Sunday, 

March 13, 2022 or as her 
fanbase, the Elites call it, 
'Mash tatin' 

It was a beach party with 
many of  her  f r iends in 

he pictures ones Tthat trended and 
h a d  u s  s a y i n g , 

'wow'!. Here they are; 
Mercy Eke 

Mercy is Aso-Ebi chic 

in this look. Absolutely 
gorgeous!  Igbo brides 
should be inspired. 

Wizkid 
Wizkid looked relaxed 

as usual in all black and a 

Fe n d i  c o a t ,  h i s  f a n s 
showered the pictures with 
likes. 

Diane Russet 
Diane is stunning in 

this headshot, the makeup 

looks beautiful and the 
white is befitting. 

Eniola Badmus 
Eniola's red dress is a 

d r e a m .  H e r  b o d y 
transformation game is 

admirable. 
Rema 
Rema is l ike every 

teenager's crush posing in a 
red car. 

Skepta 

Skepta looks amazing, 
the tattoos, the leather 
jacket all sexy. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke Makinwa looks 

extra stylish, her looks are 
to die for and the shoes and 
bags are extra. 

Erica Nlewedim's top 5 beauty looks 

The best celebrity pictures on Instagram 



Food security: Underground water can be used 
to irrigate farms, FUTO Don tells govt
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T
he Anambra Chief  
J u d g e ( A C J ) , 
Hon. Justice 

Onochie Anyachebelu 
has administered oath 
on about 100 newly 
approved Justices of  
Peace  (JP) urging them 
to be their best as they 
stick to the primary 
demands of  the office.

Speaking at the 
Anambra State 
Highcourt Complex 
Conference hall, Awka 
the ACJ who was 
represented by the Hon. 
Justice Ike Ogu after 
congratulating the JPs 
admonished them to 
remember that God is 
watching them.

“Be the best you 
can be even when 
nobody is looking at 
you. Remember God is 
watching. God will assist 
you, so that you will have 
good reward at the end,” 
said Anyachebelu.

Some of  the newly 
sworn in Justices of  
Peace include Head 
Local Government 
Administration (HLGA), 
Awka North, Dr. 
Kingsley Ozodi(JP), Rev 
Canon Dr. Overcomer 
Anusiuba (JP) of  St 
Andrews DCC, Nnewi.

Others included 

A c h u k w u - O n o n y e 
Sochima(JP), a lawyer, 
Principal Community 
Secondary School, 
Amansea,Mrs RoseMary 
Anetoh(JP), Mrs 
Chinyere Anadebe(JP), 
Engr. Emmanuel 
Okonkwo (JP).

Earlier in her address, 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of  Justice, 
Mrs Ngozi Iwuno(JP) 
cautioned the new JPs 
never to usurp the office 
of  the Magistrates or 
Judges.

“We have enough 
Judges and magistrates 
sitting in numerous 
courts in Anambra State 
and the Nigerian Police. 
Do not constitute a court 
or exercise the powers of  
a magistrate.

“Allow them to do 
their jobs. If  anyone of  
you should constitute a 
nuisance or go beyond 
the statutory laws 
establishing a JP, the 
person’s licence would be 
withdrawn, “said Iwuno.

According to Special 
Assistant to Attorney 
General, Hon. Chinwe 
Okonkwo Okom, your 
major function as JP 
is to endorse solemn 
affirmation, statutory 
declarations and take 
inaugurations done in 
your presence.

Expressing his joy for 

Anambra CJ swears in 100 Justices of Peace
the new status, Dr. Ozodi 
(JP) who was also former 
HLGA, Idemili South 
said it was dream come 
true saying that he can 
now perform marriage 
registry functions 
earlier performed by his 
subordinate

“Today a new feather 
has been added for more 
responsibilities. I urge the 
incoming administration 
to consider approving 
JPs periodically to fill in 
the numerous vacancies.

Barrister Achukwu-
Ononye said that what 
will take Anambra to 
higher level is Justice. 
More JPs who are men 
and women of  integrity 
are needed to assist. 
Let our little light shine 
because Anambra is 
Light of  the nation.

The trio of  Rev Canon 
Anusiuba, Lady Anetoh 
and Mrs. Anadebe in 
their separate speeches 
thanked the Attorney 
General and ACJ for 
conferring them with 
the JP title pledging 
to practice within the 
Constitutional provision.

Highlights of  the 
occasion included 
administration of  oaths 
by the representative of  
the CJ, presentation of  
certificates at Ministry 
of  Justice, Awka 
photographs.

I
n order to overcome 
food scarcity in 
the near future, an 

environmentalist, who 
specialises in water 
and a lecturer with the 
Federal University of 
Technology (FUTO) 
Owerri, Prof. Mike 
Nwachukwu, has told 
the federal government 
to use water from the 
ground (underground 
water or wells) to 
irrigate the farms to 
have surplus food 
for consumption and 
marketing.

Nwachukwu made 
the recommendation 
in an interview with 
our reporter in Owerri 
during the 3rd Public 
Lecture/Fel lowship 
Conferment and 
Induction Ceremony 
organized by the 
Nigerian Institute of 
Water Engineers, Imo 
State Chapter, held last 
week.

He told government 
to stop shying away 
from its responsibility, 
but employ available 
local contents to 
preserve the water, use 
the underground water 
at its disposal to irrigate 

the land for bumper 
agriculture, regretting 
that the South who 
largely depends on the 
North for food, might 
have scarcity of  food 
when there is drought 
and desertion which 
he pointed out are 
gradually encroaching 
in the North.

“If  there is no 
irrigation, we can use 
underground water 
or wells to irrigate 
our farms and still 
have food. So, the 
government should 
not wait until there is 
drought and desertion 
which are gradually 

By Ikenna Orioha

By Ikenna Orioha

Head Local Government Administration HLGA, Awka North LGA, Dr. Kingsley Ozodi (JP) 
signing his Affirmation before the CJ

Representative of the Anambra CJ, Hon Justice Ike Ogu (center) with some of the newly 
approved Justices of Peace

encroaching and if  the 
North does not have 
water again to produce 
food, what will happen 
to the South, who 
is dependent on the 
North for onion, carrot, 
cucumber, melon, 
vegetable, beans, rice, 
yam. Apart from 
drought, the North is 
being depleted by the 
activities of  Fulani 
terror herdsmen who 
use their cow and 
weapons to destroy 
farm produce and 
chase farmers away. 
Insecurity is not when 
the food is poisoned, 
it is when there is no 

more food and people 
are dying of  hunger”, 
he said.

E n j o i n i n  g
government to “expand 
agriculture at all 
corners of  the country 
to productively engage 
people to generate 
wealth, feed properly, 
reduce insecurity”, 
the university lecturer, 
reminded political 
leaders of  the South 
to rise to the challenge 
of  global warming 
and use available 
ingredients to preserve 
the environment, so 
that the water will not 
dry up to cause hunger 

and agony in the land.
N w a c h u k w u 

thanked the Nigerian 
Institute of  Water 
Engineers, Imo 
State chapter, for 
doing marvelously 
by holding lectures 
and enlightening the 
public of  the need to 
preserve the water 
and environment 
against degradation, 
drought or desertion, 
as well as proffering 
solution, encouraging 
the institute to keep 
on doing its best in 
educating the people on 
serious agriculture or 
subsistence farming.



Discourse
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Igbo presidency, just cause 
for national development

H
istory taught us 
about the state of  na-
ture when man was 

a wanderer and a gatherer. 
When man lived in caves 
and slept on branches of 
trees. When man competed 
severely with animals and 
the fellow man for survival. 
When man fed on wild ani-
mals and fellow man. When 
wild animals fed on man. 
When man ate his food raw. 
When the environment was 
the master of  man because 
man had little or no power 
to master his environment.

With time, man evolved 
and began to live a settled 
lifestyle. He domesticated 
plants and animals for food 
and for company. Man be-
gan to build houses for him-
self  and other necessities of 
life. This was the beginning 
of  what is to be known today 
as modern man.

All this was not achieved 
by luck. It involved hard 
work and agreement. It was 
on the basis of  this agree-
ment that government was 
formed. Man agreed to sur-
render some of  his rights to 
an authority which in return 
guaranteed him his safety.

For ease of  governance, 
customs, norms, morals and 
ultimately laws were made 
to regulate the activities of 
man. Hence, government 
was fully formed. Constitu-
tion was made. On the basis 
of  this agreement, govern-
ment conceded to ensure the 
safety of  man.

The Nigerian society of 
today is not an exception. It 
was a product of  the evolu-
tion that man went through 
before today’s modern soci-
ety came to be.

A country like Nigeria 
with its colonial history has 
found it necessary to strike 
a balance in the distribution 
of  its resources and develop-
mental projects. Her heter-
ogeneous nature compelled 
her founding fathers to put 
into consideration an appro-
priate system of  government 
that would ensure that no 
part was left behind.

Of  a truth, Nigeria was 
not created on the agreement 
of  her indigenous peoples. 
The British created Nigeria 
in this conglomerate largely 
for their economic interests. 
But, in the long run, it has 
been discovered that this di-

versity is a blessing.
Unfortunately, since in-

dependence, the benefits 
of  this diversity, material 
resources and her popula-
tion strength have not been 
explored nor exploited. 
Our human and materials 
resources are largely left to 
lie and remain fallow. They 
have not been effectively uti-
lised. These resources are 

gradually becoming burdens 
as they have become readily 
available tools that are used 
to threaten the corporate ex-
istence of  the country. The 
reason for this underutilisa-
tion of  human and materials 
resources, and its attendant 
underdevelopment of  the 
country, is largely because 
we have not gotten our lead-
ership choice right.

produce the next president 
of  the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria come 2023.

One might be compelled 
to ask why the Ndigbo are 
not considered fit enough 
to produce the country’s 
president after the ugly civil 
war? Could it be because of 
their political leanings? The 
fear that they might cede or 
disintegrate the country? Is 

it because of  their roles in 
the civil war? Or could it be 
that their business prowess is 
seen as a threat to other re-
gions?

None of  the above rea-
sons nor any other that any 
person, persons or groups 
can put forward are enough 
to deny the Ndigbo a sense 
of  belonging in their own 
country. They have paid 
their dues. They were also 
victims of  the war. They are 
the economic power of  Ni-
geria. Their business acme 
is a major contributor to na-
tional revenue. They are the 
pride of  the black race. They 
fly the flags of  the country 
and the continent high in 
the diaspora. No region in 
modern day Nigeria has con-
tributed economically more 
than the Ndigbo to Nigeria’s 
gross domestic and national 
products.

An Igbo president come 
2023 is not out of  pity. It is 
not a consensus. It is not an 
option nor a political opin-
ion. It is an overdue necessi-
ty to heal our country of  the 
unjust treatment of  a par-
ticular region that is not only 
qualified to lead this country 
but also has some of  the best 
administrators, technocrats 
and economic gurus of  in-
ternational class. It will also 
pacify our illustrious broth-
ers and sisters of  the eastern 
origin and the Biafran he-
roes and heroines who lost 
their lives in the unfortunate 
civil war. It will be a spirit 
lifter for the victims of  the 
war on the Nigerian govern-
ment side. It will ensure that 
our First Republican heroes 
who paid the supreme price 
rest in peace. It is a nation-
al duty. A duty that all must 
collectively partake in to 
write their names in gold.

On the other hand, the 
Igbos must put their house 
in order. They need unity 
of  purpose to get their right-
ful due. This is not the time 
to divide their ranks. They 
should conduct primary, 
local elections and come 
out with the best candidate. 
A popular candidate from 
their region. A candidate 
with the best and practica-
ble blueprint to set the basis 
for national development. A 
candidate that will convince 
all of   what the country has 
missed by denying the Ndig-
bo their rightful role in na-
tional development

By Qudus Lawal 

Constitutionally, the Ndigbo might not have a unilateral 
claim to produce the next president but logically, morally 

and on the principle of equity, the South-East is long 
overdue to produce the next president of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria come 2023.One might be compelled 
to ask why the Ndigbo are not considered fit enough to 

produce the country’s president after the ugly civil war? 

Could it be because of their political leanings? The fear 
that they might cede or disintegrate the country? Is it 

because of their roles in the civil war? Or could it be that 
their business prowess is seen as a threat to other regions?

“

“

Balewa

In the wis-
dom of  our 
founding fa-
thers, this coun-
try was divided 
into geopoliti-
cal zones. The 
South-East re-
gion remains 
the only region 
that has not pro-
duced a substan-
tial president 
since independ-
ence in 1960 
except for the 
short-lived reign 
of  Major Gen-
eral Johnson 
Aguiyi-Ironsi of 
blessed memo-
ry. The best they 
had had were 
a ceremonial 
president and a 
vice president.

Constitution-
ally, the Ndigbo 
might not have a 
unilateral claim 
to produce the 
next president 
but logically, 
morally and on 
the principle 
of  equity, the 
South-East is 
long overdue to 

Azikiwe Shagari

Shonekan Obasanjo YarÁdua

Jonathan Buhari
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Special Report

A 
group,  Abia 
S t a k e h o l d e r s 
Forum (ASF) has 

called for the immediate 
redeployment of 
Commissioner of  Police, 
CP Janet Agbade and 
ACP Kabiru Ibrahim, 
the Area Commander 
in charge of  Aba over 
their inability to tackle 
insecurity, stressing that 
criminal elements that 
have taken over the state, 
especially Aba and its 
environs. 

News Echo reports 
that ASF, a body that 
comprises landlords, 
businessmen and 
stakeholders with 
investments scattered 
all over the city of  Aba 
and its environs said that 
the way deadly cultists 
have taken over Aba is 
unacceptable. 

The group said that 
the city of  Aba once 
used to be a peaceful 
place where young men, 
women and everyone 
work hard to survive but 
things have taken a new 
turn since the past two 
years. 

ASF said that residents 
of  Ngwa Road Ohanku 
Road, Obohia Road, 
Port Harcourt, Ogbor-
Hill and their environs 
have been taken over by 
Aro-Cult boys and have 
made many residents 
live in fear.

The group in a 
statement signed 
by Chief  Nwogu 
Chukwudi, President 
and Dr Nwadiba Nwosu, 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
explained that criminals 
have taken over the 
once peaceful city 
without any challenge 
from the police saddled 
with the responsibility 
of  protecting lives and 
property. 

money to appease 
them. Aba is totally in 
Comatose security-wise 
and we have an Area 
Commander of  police in 
Aba and a Commissioner 
of  Police in Abia State 
paid with taxpayers 
money to provide 
security for Abians and 
its residents.”

ASF said that in 
saner climes, the 
Commissioner of  Police 
in Abia and the Area 
Commander of  Aba are 
supposed to return all the 
salaries and allowances 
they have received since 
their deployment to their 
duty posts and charged to 
court for the negligence 
of  duty. 

“We have no place 
to run to if  we keep 
quiet and allow these 
criminal elements 
who call themselves 
Aro-Cult to chase us 
out of  our homes and 

business places. They 
rob businessmen and 
women in broad daylight 
without any fear of  law 
enforcement agents. The 
situation is really bad. 

“We, therefore, call for 
the immediate removal 
of  the Area Command-
er in Aba ACP Kabiru 
Ibrahim and Abia Com-
missioner of  Police, CP 
Janet Agbade for failing 
woefully in their duties 
of  providing security for 
Abia residents. 

“We want the 
Inspector General of 
Police, IGP Usman 
Alkali Baba to deploy 
capable hands as Area 
Commander for Aba and 
another capable police 
CP in Abia state who 
will take their duties and 
obligations seriously to 
chase out these criminals 
terrorising the once 
peaceful city of  Aba and 
Abia state.”

From Nonye Udumiri,  
Aba

ASF lamented that 
on the 18th of  February, 
2022, a family man 
was shot in the heart 
who later died at Port 
Harcourt Road by Furo 
Street, Aba for refusing 
to give his phone to some 
criminals known as Aro-
Cult.

ASF said that the Aro-
Cult criminals murdered 
the man because they 
demanded his phone 
at gunpoint by 6:30am 
and up till now, no move 
has been made by the 
police to apprehend the 
perpetrators of  such a 
dastardly act. 

The Abia stakeholders 
also said that on Tuesday 
15th March 2022, 
another robbery incident 
that lasted for over seven 
hours in the night took 
place at Nwalozie Street, 
off  Uratta Road, Aba 
without any interference.

ASF lamented that 

the valiant criminal cult 
group wrote a letter to 
the residents of  Nwalozie 
Street informing them of 
the proposed robbery on 
15 March 2022 which 
they fulfilled. 

“The Aro-Cult told 
the residents that there 
have overpowered the 
police and other security 
agencies in the state 
hence their power to rob 
whoever they want at 
any time. 

“The t have even grown 
wings that motorists and 
Okada riders pay as high 
as N100 per day to them 
to avoid being robbed by 
them in Aba. This cult 
group is mostly young 
men and young girls of 
16 to 25 years of  age 
who operate with guns 
robbing people in Aba in 
broad daylight. 

“Businessmen and 
women who sight them 
from afar give them 

Insecurity: Group calls for removal of Abia 
Commissioner of Police, Area Commander 

Agbade
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The man Soludo
A 

former governor 
of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, 

Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo, has been sworn 
in as the Anambra State 
Governor. He was sworn 
in on Thursday.

Soludo, who was 
the candidate of  the 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance was declared as 
the winner of  November 
6 2021, Anambra 
Governorship Election by 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission.

He won 19 of  the 21 
local governments areas 
including Ihiala LGA.

“That Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo of 
APGA, having satisfied 
the requirements of  the 
law is hereby declared the 
winner and is returned 
elected,” the Returning 
Officer of  the Anambra 
Governorship Election, 
Prof  Florence Obi, said 
while announcing the 
election result.

Things you should 
know about the new 
Anambra governor:

1. Background
Soludo was born on 

July 28, 1960, and hails 
from Isuofia in the Aguata 
Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State. He lost 
his mother at a tender age.

2. Family man
The professor is 

married to Mrs Nonye 
Soludo and they have been 
blessed with six children. 
Before his emergence as 
governor, Soludo’s private 
life was kept away from 
the media.

3. Political journey
In his first attempt in 

2019, the professor of 
Economics contested for 
the governorship seat in 
Anambra State under 
the People’s Democratic 
Party but lost to Peter 
Obi.

After his failed attempt, 
he dumped the PDP on 
July 17, 2013, and joined 
the All Progressive Grand 

Alliance in preparation 
for the November 
2013, Anambra state 
governorship election. 
However, Soludo and 
other aspirants were 
disqualified by the APGA 
Screening Committee in 
August 2013.

In 2021, Soludo 
declared his intention to 
vie for the governorship 
seat again. Soludo, 
who was the apex bank 
governor between 2004 
and 2009, was declared 
winner after the November 
6 election was declared 
inconclusive by INEC 
and after a supplementary 
election was held in the 
Ihiala Local Government 
Area of  the state on 
Tuesday. He won 19 of 
the 21 local governments 
areas including Ihiala 
LGA.

The 61-year-old Soludo 

degree in 1984, an MSc in 
Economics in 1987, and 
a PhD in 1989, winning 
prizes for being the best 
student at all three levels.

He has been trained 
and involved in research, 
teaching, and auditing 
in such disciplines as 
multi-country macro-
econometric modelling, 
techniques of  computable 
general equilibrium 
modelling, survey 
methodology, and panel 
data econometrics, among 
others.

A prolific 
macroeconomist, Soludo 
obtained his three degrees 
and then a professorship 
at the University of 
Nigeria in Nsukka, Enugu 
State.

5. Teaching career
Soludo has been a 

visiting scholar at the 

International Monetary 
Fund, the University of 
Cambridge, the Brookings 
Institution, the University 
of  Warwick, and the 
University of  Oxford as 
well as a visiting professor 
at Swarthmore College 
(USA). He has also 
worked as a consultant for 
a number of  international 
organisations, including 
The World Bank, the 
United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, 
and the United Nations 
Development Programme

By 1999, Soludo 
became a visiting 
professor at Swarthmore 
College in Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania, USA, he 
was also a lecturer at 
Oxford, Cambridge, and 
Warwick University. 
He has also been a 
guest scholar at the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), and the 
Brookings Institution.

6. CBN Governor
Soludo serve in 2003 

as the Chief  Economic 
Adviser to former 
President Olusegun 
Obasanjo and he was 
named governor of 
CBN on 29 May 2004 
He is also a member of 
the British Department 
for International 
D e v e l o p m e n t ’  s
International Advisory 
Group.

As CBN Governor, 
Soludo is credited with 
refocusing the Central 
Bank as an effective 
monetary authority, 
successfully implementing 
a fundamental 
restructuring that is said to 
have led to unprecedented 
consolidation of  the 
Nigerian banking system.

Soludo championed 
the establishment of 
the Africa Finance 
Corporation (AFC), a 
continental, private-
sector-driven, investment 
bank, according to a 
statement on the CBN 
official page.

won with 112,229 votes 
beating Valentine Ozigbo 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, who polled 53,807 
votes, and Andy Uba 
of  the All Progressives 
Congress who got 43,285 
votes. Ifeanyi Ubah of  the 
Young Progressive Party 
polled 21,261 votes came 
fourth.

Soludo’s walk to 
victory was paved 
with stony challenges 
including legal battles 
and intra-party squabbles 
but the Supreme Court 
in Abuja affirmed him 
as APGA governorship 
candidate. This was 
after the sacking of  a 
former APGA candidate, 
Chukwuma Umeoji, by 
the court.

4. Scholarly career
Soludo graduated with 

a First Class Honours 

Soludo
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By Hon. Chinedu Nsofor

T
he cloud is very 
tick with the 
glory of  God, 
because the 

Most High Who rules in 
the affairs of  men, has 
just permitted His most 
cherished people of  An-
ambra State to witness 
a Revolution and the 
Solution they have been 
yearning for.

Yes, since 2010, the 
Revolutionary Solution, 
the Soludo Solution was 
given to Ndi Anambra 
from Above, but ndi 
Anambra were not yet 
ready to receive it. For 
eyes had not seen, nor 
ears heard, neither had it 
come to the imagination 
of  men the things God 
prepared for Ndi Anam-
bra who love Him, but 
He had revealed it to the 
few of  us who were in 
the Spirit since 2010.

The few who believed 
the Soludo Solution 
was Divine, never gave 
up even when the mas-
sive voting population 
of  Anambra State who 
voted massively for their 
love gave up; The Cee 
Cee Soludo Solution, 
the man who sparked 
up hope and excitement 
among the common 
market women/men 
through the African Du-
bai Taiwan Vision that is 
to Come; Yes the few of  
us  never gave up on the 
vision from God for an 
African Dubai Taiwan 
that is to come through 
the Revolutionary Solu-
do Solution. 

Today, the audacity of  
Hope in God has birthed 
a New beginning for Ndi 
Anambra, a New be-
ginning of  the Solution 
to the many challenges 
facing the state. Thus, 
the Lord has chosen to 
bless Ndi Anambra with 
the Soludo Solution in a 
time like this.  

Prof. Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo, CFR, the 
6th Executive Governor 
of  Anambra State is 

The dawn of a new beginning 
in Anambra State: The Soludo 
revolutionary solution

not just a person, but a 
Revolutionary Solution 
for Ndi Anambra/Ndi 
Igbo: a Social Solution, 
a Political Solution, a 
Developmental Solu-
tion, an Economic Solu-
tion, an Educational 
Solution, an Agricultur-
al Solution, an Industri-
al Solution and indeed 
a Solution to the many 
questions confronting 
ndi Anambra/Igbo 
Race in a time like this. 
To God alone be all the 
glory for remembering 
Ndi Anambra/Ala-Igbo 
with so much love. 

Governor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo, 
CFR (Charlie Nwamg-
bafor), has been pre-
pared from above and 
was ordained just like 
Prophet Jeremiah right 
from late Mama Mg-
bafor’s (his mother’s) 
Womb for this sacred 
task of  solving the many 
questions confronting 
Ndi Anambra/the Igbo 
Nation. Rising from his 
many experiences in life 
as a poor village boy 
who had a first hand 
experience of  the many 
problems facing the poor 
in Anambra State, to a 
Seasoned Very Humble 
Professor of  Econom-
ics and a World Class 
Reformer. The Soludo 
Solution is responsible 
for the current reforms 
we are enjoying today 
in the banking sector of  
Nigeria. 

Prof. Soludo as Chair-
man of  Anambra Vision 
2070 Committee equally 
articulated the Solution 
to the many challenges 
confronting Anambra 
State even before win-
ning the elections, In-
deed his work on Anam-
bra Vision 2070 x-rays 
the solutions across all 
sectors in the state and 
positions the state on a 
road map to economic 
boom and all round de-
velopment. 

Governor Soludo nev-
er wasted time in setting 
up the right Transition 

Team for the Revolu-
tionary Solution for An-
ambra State, the most 
famous Soludo Solution 
Data Bank/Expression 
of  Interest Data Bank, 
was subsequently put in 
place, hence establishing 
the best global best prac-
tices/mechanism ever in 
the history of  the State 
for proffering a people 

oriented Solution to the 
many problems facing 
the State.

Anambra which is the 
craddle of  Igbo Renais-
sance and development 
in economy, commerce 
and industry, education 
and indeed politics is 
blessed to have the Solu-
do Solution piloting 
the affairs of  the state 

for the next eight years 
by the special Grace of  
God. No doubt, many 
developmental models 
and templates will be 
produced/invented in 
the State and replicated 
in all other States across 
Alaigbo for the collec-
tive rapid growth and 
development of  the Igbo 
Nation.

On behalf  of  the 
people of  Anambra
State, today, I say 
congratulations to My 
Mentor; the 5th Execu-
tive Governor of  Anam-
bra State, Prof  Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo, 
CFR (Charlie Nwamg-
bafor). 

Let God now be en-
throned for the Miracle 
of  transformation that 
is about to hit Anambra 
State like never before 
ever since its history, 
let the greatest revolu-
tionary leadership of  all 
times begin.

 It is a new begin-
ning for Ndi Anambra 
which God has allowed. 
We tremble before His 
Mighty show of  Love 
towards Ndi Anambra 
for giving us the Soludo 
Revolutionary Solution 
in our time. To God be 
the glory, great things he 
has done!

Governor Soludo swearing-in his oath of office.

On behalf of the people of
 Anambra State, today, I say 

congratulations to My Mentor;  the 5th 
Executive Governor of  Anambra State,

Prof. Charles Chukwuma Soludo, 
CFR (Charlie Nwamgbafor). Let God now

 be enthroned for the  Miracle of transformation 
that is  about to hit Anambra State like never before 
ever since its history, let the greatest revolutionary 

leadership of all times begin.
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2023: Prepare for tangible dividend of democracy
- Ngozi RBK Okafor tells constituency

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

C
risis greeted the 
swearing-in ceremo-
ny of  the new Gover-

nor of  the state, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo as Obiano’s 
wife, Ebelechukwu, fought 
Bianca Ojukwu, the widow 
of  the late Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu at the 
event.

The reason for the clash 
was not ascertained as of  
the time of  filing this re-
port.

Anambra: Disarray as Obiano’s
wife fights Bianca Ojukwu

But it was gathered that 
after Soludo was sworn 
in, Ebelechukwu walked 
to where Bianca was seat-
ed and immediately, both 
women engaged them-
selves in a fisticuff. 

Anambra State gover-
nor-elect, Prof  Chukwuma 
Soludo has officially been 
sworn-in as the fifth Gover-
nor of  the state.

The event which took 
place at the Government 
House on Thursday, wit-
nessed by several dignitar-

Commercialization of Biofortified Crops project Partner led by Mr. Goodluck Ogu when they paid advocacy visit to Nigeria 
Export promotion Council in Owerri towards intake and commercialization of biofortified crops.

ies, including the out-gone 
governor, Chief  Willie 
Obiano and his wife, Mrs 
Ebelechukwu, Mrs Bian-
ca Ojukwu and all the 30 
members of  the Anambra 
State House of  Assembly.

The former Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) 
governor took the oath of  
office alongside his depu-
ty, Onyeka Ibezim before 
Chief  Judge, Justice Ono-
chie Anyachebelu at exact-
ly 9:45am, at the Anambra 
State government house.

In his farewell speech, 

Obiano had thanked the 
state for the privilege to 
serve, asking for forgive-
ness from those he offend-
ed. According to him, his 
intentions were pure even 
though he might have 
stepped on some toes.

He believed in his eight-
year stint, his administra-
tion delivered on his cam-
paign promises.

In his inauguration 
speech, Soludo promised to 
make the state an econom-
ic hub, calling on sons and 
daughters of  the state to 
work with him to achieve 
that goal.

Special dignitaries at the 
event included the Nation-
al Chairman of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), Victor Oye and 
wife; Speaker of  the Anam-

bra State House of  Assem-
bly, Uchenna Okafor and 
wife; Sen. Victor Umeh and 
wife; Bianca Ojukwu, cler-
gymen, traditional rulers 
among others.

Meanwhile, Thursday’s 
swearing-in was the culmi-
nation of  a series of  events 
leading to the handover. 
A day earlier, the former 
governor had handed over 
some state documents to 
the new leader.

The governor had earlier 
stated that immediately af-
ter swearing in, he would 
proceed to Okpoko, a 
sprawling slum, near Onit-
sha, where he would spend 
eight hours, working to pro-
vide a better living for the 
people.

However, the Anambra 
State Governor, Chukwu-
ma Soludo, has apologised 
to all Anambra people, 
friends, and guests who 
attended his inauguration 

for the momentary breach 
of  protocol that happened 
during the event.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Media Aide to 
Soludo, Joe Anatune, said 
the breach was caused by 
improper communication 
which arose from a person-
al issue between the two 
parties involved.

According to him, the 
breach which disrupted 
proceedings at the event 
happened after the wife 
of  the former governor, 
Ebelechukwu Obiano, ap-
proached Mrs Bianca Ojuk-
wu and muttered some 
words that led to fisticuffs. 
“Sadly, the fight took the 
shine off  the main event of  
the day,” the statement read 
in part. Soludo said steps 
were being taken to resolve 
the misunderstanding and 
restore the parties to their 
previous relationship.

By Grace Ofurum

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
a female aspirant 

Hon. Mrs. Ngozi  Okafor 
has declared her interest to 
vie for the Ohaji Egbema, 
Oguta and Oru West Fed-
eral constituency.

Addressing Journalists 
in Imo state, Okafor who 
hails from Nkwesi in Ogu-
ta Local government stated 
that her intention to run 
for the position is hinged 
on her belief  that her rep-
resentation will deliver the 

true dividends of  democ-
racy.

“My desire to run for this 
election is because wom-
en’s political participation 
results in tangible gains 
that my federal constituen-
cy deserved for democracy, 
including greater respon-
siveness, increased coop-
eration across party and 
ethnic lines and more sus-
tainable peace” she stated.

She noted that her fed-
eral constituency, the state 
and the federal govern-
ment at large will tap from 
her wealth of  knowledge 

and experience as a leader 
to bring peace and develop-
ment in her area.

“Considering the statis-
tics that show that wom-
en make up half  of  the 
world’s population, we 
should not expect men to 
do all the work, we must 
do our part”.

She revealed that her 
contribution towards  gov-
ernance is required for 
societal growth and devel-
opment that will promote 
women and youths em-
powerment and peaceful 
coexistence. She expressed 

optimism that if  given the 
opportunity to serve in the 
Federal House of  Reps, she 
will create positive change.

“Paving the way for me 
in this aspiration is an in-
vestment for equity and 
sustainable change” she 
noted.

She urged everyone to 
key into nation building as 
she disclosed that it’s not 
the role of  leaders alone 
but for the entire citizens. 
She maintained that  she 
has benefited alot from the 
society and intends to give 
back to the society through 
quality representation.

…Soludo takes over as 5th governor 

Kalu’s APC delegates list
raises dust in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he crack in the ranks 
of  members of  the 
All Progressive Con-

gress (APC) in Abia State 
chapter may widen follow-
ing the release of   authentic  
Abia State delegates  list by 
Senate Chief  Whip, Sena-
tor Orji Uzor Kalu.

Kalu, the former Gov-
ernor of  Abia State, had 
on Monday, released a list 
some top members of  the 
party who he said, were the 
authentic party delegates 
from Abia State, for the up-
coming March 26 national 
congress of  APC.

In a letter written by Kalu 
to the Chairman of  Care-
taker/Extraordinary Con-
vention Committee, he said 
the list became necessary 
“ to totally avoid the infil-
tration and importation of  
fictitious names and desig-
nation by some overzealous 
party men.”

The list sent by Kalu as 
seen by News Echo, were 
made up from those from 
the camp of  Hon. Acho 
Obioma-led APC faction, 
leaving out those from the 
Kingsley Ononogbu fac-
tion, which has Chief  Ike-
chi Emenike as its leader.

Only Hon Nkeiruka 
Onyejiocha, member repre-
senting Isukwuato/Umun-
neochi federal constituency 
is a member of  the Emeni-
ke group of  APC that made 
the Senator Orji Uzor Ka-
lu’s delegates’ list , and this 
development is causing dis-
affection in the Uzuakoli 
road section of  Abia APC.

In the list submitted by 
Kalu are, Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu, Prince Benja-
min Apugo, Chris Akomas, 

Senator Chris Adighije, 
Ambassador Sam Nkire, 
Senator Bob Nwannunu, 
Senator Nkechi Nwogu, 
Hon Nkeiruka Onyejiocha, 
Ben Kalu, Acho Obioma, 
Chidia Maduekwe, Nze 
Esiaga, Sam Onuigbo, Hon 
Nnanna Kalu among oth-
ers.

The likes of  High Chief  
Ikechi Emenike, Barr Fri-
day Nwosu, Kingsley On-
onogbu etc did not make 
the list.

But reacting to the dele-
gates’ list, the publicity sec-
retary of  the Kingsley On-
onogbu faction , Mr Okey 
Ezeala dismissed the report, 
saying that only the party 
register could determine 
those that would make the 
delegates’ list.

He said that while the 
party respects Senator Kalu‘ s 
opinion and those who as-
sociate with him, it was 
wrong to bring in the names 
of  some persons who are 
allegedly unknown to the 
party, as delegates for the 
March 26 national con-
gress.

Meanwhile, the nation-
al secretariat of  the APC 
which is still embroiled in 
crises over convention date, 
is yet to issue any official re-
sponse ratifying Kalu’s list.

The two groups in Abia 
APC have since 2021, 
maintained that there is no 
faction in the State chap-
ter of  the party, declaring 
themselves as enjoying the 
endorsement of  the nation-
al secretariat. 

There have also been calls 
by concerned APC mem-
bers in the State for the two 
groups to close ranks and 
work for the interest of  the 
party, if  it must win the 
State in 2023.
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Often we get stuck in 
style ruts, feel like we hate 
e v e r y t h i n g  i n  o u r 
w a r d r o b e s  a n d  h ave 
nothing to wear. When this 
happens, more often than 
n o t ,  we  g o  o n  a  b i g 
shopping spree and end up 
spending huge amounts of  
money on exactly these 
trend-led items that end up 
sitting in our wardrobes 
forever, never being worn. 
Don't let it get to this point. 
Instead, keep an eye out 
all-year round for pieces 
that you love and make a 
note of  the things that you 
are lacking when you 

realize it. Think of  it as a 
constant and evolving 
process, rather than going 
back to square one every 
few months. Allowing 
yourself  to buy one really 
nice piece every month, 
rather than having two 
huge shopping sprees a 
year will likely result in 
much better thought-out 
decisions and, as a result, a 
far more stylish wardrobe.

Know your wardrobe 
inside out:

Knowing the items in 
your wardrobe helps you to 
put together stylish items 
to wear and also prevents 
some cloth items to be left 
out. You would know 

e v e r y t h i n g  i n  y o u r 
wardrobe and you don't 
have to buy clothes, you 
already have in your closet.  
Cases of  having three same 
jeans will not be so if  you 
knew what was in your 
wardrobe.

E m b r a c e  r e n t a l 
fashion: these days photo 
shoot and theme parties 
have become a thing, we 
find ourselves buying or 
sewing clothes for a photo 
shoot or an occasion and 
end up not wearing them 
again. Renting clothes for 
such occasions will reduce 
the number of  unwanted 
c l o t h  i t e m s  i n  y o u r 
wardrobe.

memories, this can be 
r e a l l y  t o u g h  t o  d o . 
However, there's no need 
to hold on to everything 
y o u ' v e  e v e r  l o v e d , 
especially if  it's something 
you haven' t  wor n for 
decades. If  you really can't 
b e a r  t o  p a r t  w i t h 
something, put it on trial 
and see how many times 
you wear it in the next six 
months. If  it doesn't see an 
outing, it's officially time 
for it to go.

D o n ' t  g o  o n 
extravagant shopping 
while buying clothes: 

themed parties, birthdays 
and we find ourselves 
buying or sewing clothes 
for that occasion which 
meant end up staying in 
our wardrobe and never to 
wor n again af ter  the 
occasion because we only 
planned the cloth for that 
occasion. When buying or 
sewing clothes for such 
occasions, we should get 
something that can be 
worn later on as an office 
dress or a church dress or 
anything as far as we can 
wear them and won't just 
be occupying space in our 
wardrobe. Buy versatile 
clothing.

Don't buy something 
j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  a 
bargain:

Never buy something 
just because it is a great 
deal.  No matter  how 
affordable it was, if  you 
n eve r  we a r  i t ,  i t ' s  a 
complete waste of  money. 
We find ourselves buying 
clothes we do not need 
because we got it for 
cheap. If  you don't need it 
or see the needs for it don't 
buy them.

B e c o m e  a  b e t t e r 
shopper:

Learning how to shop 
for exactly what you want 
will help you avoid filling 
your closet full of  items 
you never wear. When 
your wardrobe consists of  
pieces that  you love, 
styl ing an outf i t  wil l 
become second nature.

W h e n  y o u  b u y 
something, get rid of 
something else: 

We should learn the 
habit of  getting rid of  
some clothes when you 
buy a new set of  outfits. It 
doesn't only reduce cluster 
in your closet but it also 
helps to keep you stylish 
and not predictable about 
what you wear.

Make some tough 
decisions: 

We need to learn how 
to let go of  old clothes that 
have been worn out or as 
be sitting in your closet for 
a  l ong  t ime  wi thou t 
wearing them. Nobody 
l ikes throwing things 
away. To part with a piece 
of  clothing sometimes 
m e a n s  l e t t i n g  g o  o f  

s  much as  we 

Awant to keep up 
with the fashion 

trends and also look good 
on a daily, we also need to 
also manage our space and 
manage our money while 
doing so. We do not have 
to break a bank to look 
good and we do not have 
to have a large closet in 
other to do so too.

As the year goes by, we 
meet different festival 
s e a s o n s ,  w e d d i n g s , 
birthday parties, theme 
parties, photo shoot for 
your social media and so 
on and we always want to 
look good during those 
occasions but we cannot 
spend money on clothes 
just to look that good and 
get broke and we cannot 
give in to clusters in our 
rooms to do so.

H e r e  a r e  s o m e 
wardrobe resolutions to 
undertake so that you can 
make space, save money 
and look the best you ever 
have.

Work your capsule 
wardrobe:

Make sure you have 
reliable wardrobe staples: 
an iconic little black dress, 
a pair of  jeans that fit 
perfectly, a classic blazer, 
s i m p l e  T - s h i r t s  a n d 
button-downs in neutral 
colors, and an effortless 
leather jacket or denim 
jacket. Investing in a 
capsule collection of  mix-
and-match basics and 
learning how to style them 
is the key to looking put 
together.

M a k e  s u r e  y o u r 
clothes fit perfectly:

One trick to making 
any item of  clothing look 
amazing is to hire a good 
tailor. Tailored clothing 
not only looks polished, 
but it also feels more 
comfortable. Pants that 
drag on the ground and 
dresses that bunch up 
awkwardly won't make 
you feel stylish. If  your 
capsule wardrobe fits you 
well, you can start to play 
with over- and under-sized 
items in a way that feels 
fashionable, not sloppy.

Don't buy something 
for just one occasion:

Often times we are 
inv i ted  to  weddings, 

Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
With KayceeWith KayceeWith Kaycee

8 wardrobe resolutions to make space and save
money while looking good
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hen an ex refuses 

Wto accept that the 
re lat ionship is 

over, they start harassing you. 
The Kim Kardashian-

Kanye West debacle shows us 
what happens when a good 
relationship goes south and 
one party refuses to accept 

ost men don't Mwant to finish 
f i r s t  i n  t h e 

bedroom. 
In fact, there is a lot of  

pressure on men to last 
longer in bed. But actually, h

You will be shocked to 
know that doctors in most 
cases have to struggle hard to 
explain to men that they 
aren't ejaculating early. 

Real-life vs Movies 
In porn films, the length 

of  an erected penis is 20 cm - 
40 cm and the intercourse 
lasts for 30 to 60 minutes on 
average. But that's only in 
the movies as the last scene 
may be shot first so that the 
man can ejaculate without 
worrying. After the last shot, 
the rest sequence goes on 
and the man does not need 
to worry about ejaculating. 
Moreover, the movies are 
shot for hours to days and 
obviously, the editing goes 
without saying. Plus, most 
porn stars take medicines. 
So,  i t  i s  never  a  val id 
comparison. 

Millennials are trying 
hard to increase the duration 
of  their intercourse but do 
they really need to? Are you 
ejaculating too early? To 
know the answers what we 
need to know first is how 
soon it is to ejaculate early. 

Average ejaculation 
time according to study 

The average ejaculation 
time is solely dependent on 
an individual. According to 
Sexual  Heal th  Centre, 

premature ejaculation is 
when you last for less than a 
minute. Sometimes the 
pressure to last longer makes 
you come early during the 
session. And even watching 
porn at an early age teaches 
you to ejaculate early. 

h e n  a  g u y 

Wsuddenly  goes 
cold on you is 

usually not even about you!
Too many times, women 

have complained about men 
blowing hot one day and 
going cold turkey the next. 

Many women are all too 
familiar with men who sweep 
into the scene; showing all 
the interest, sending endless 

m e s s a g e s ,  g i v i n g 
compliments and following 
all these up with even more 
attention. 

After all this work and 
effort to get attention, what 
t h e n  f o l l o w s  i s  a 
d i sappearance  ac t  tha t 
surpasses a magician's. After 
all the warmth shown in the 
beginning to get themselves 
noticed, what they do next is 

go cold turkey - no more calls, 
n o  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n . 
Everything is brought to a 
sudden stop! 

Of  course for many 
w o m e n  w h o  h a v e 
experienced this, it is both 
c o n f u s i n g ,  a n n o y i n g , 
frustrating, tiring and just 
totally unexplainable. 

But why exactly do men 
do this? 

The [logical] reaction of  
some women is to first begin 
to wonder if  it was something 
they did wrong, something 
really bad to piss off  the man 
to the point that he would no 
longer want anything to do 
with them. They think and 
think and many times, they 
reach the conclusion that it 
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n 
something they did and the 
disappearance becomes even 
more confusing. 

“If  it was something I 
did, how can I possibly make 
it right when I can't even 
reach him,” they'd wonder. 

In some other cases, the 
guy is reachable but he's not 
as open as he was before. He 
is not as sweet, not as intense, 
not as dedicated and not as 
committed to making things 
work as he was once. 

As a woman faced with 
this kind of  indifference in 
place of  the excitement and 
affection a man used to show 
in her before, the truth you 
need to know is that that half  
the time, it's not something 
you did. 

It's all on him, not you. 
This is so because, some 

men date for sport. In other 
words, they just do this for 
fun.  They do i t  out  of  
boredom. Pursuing a woman 

with words and efforts, 
wooing her, showing her 
interest and doing all those 
t h i n g s  t h a t  c o u n t  a s 
meaningful effort… they just 
do it for the fun of  it. 

When they get tired of  
the thrill [usually, after 
ge t t i n g  yo u r  c o m p l e t e 
attention and sometimes, 
sex], they pull out [no pun 
intended]. 

The interest  e i ther 
reduces till it vanishes or 
t h e y  g h o s t  o n  y o u 
completely. 

So if  you are sure that it 
was not something you did, 
and he is not even giving you 
an opportunity to know why 
he suddenly stopped showing 
interest, then there's really 
nothing you could possibly 
do and it's about time you 
stopped bothering yourself  
about him and let him go. 

I f  there 's  any other 
lesson to learn here, it is that 
time takes care of  many 
things. When a guy begins to 
show interest in you, make 
sure to give it a reasonable 
amount  of  t ime before 
committing to too much or 
getting too deeply involved. 

You really don't want to 
be moved by something that 
would later turn out to be a 
false dawn. 

When to see a doctor 
There  are  ways  by 

which you can cure PE 
without taking oral drugs. 
Some methods  can  be 
tweaking your diet, limiting 
the number of  times you 
masturbate and not be 

a n x i o u s  a b o u t  y o u r 
performance. Trying this all 
would be a good idea before 
you go to the doctor. Sex is 
mental and so your thoughts 
c a n  i m p a c t  y o u r 
performance directly if  you 
are stressed. 

It is an uncomfortable 
and stressful situation. If  your 
ex is doing any of  these, they 
are harassing you. 

Unwanted and frequent 
calls and messages especially 
when you have made it clear 
you do not want them.

Sending you gifts and 

T h r e a t e n i n g  y o u 
physically, emotionally or 
financially.

I f  a n y  o f  t h i s  i s 
happening to you, here is 
what you can do. 

1. Make it clear that it is 
over 

You should not pick up 
their calls or engage them in 
any conversation that can 
make them feel hopeful. Do 
not revisit past issues and 
arguments. The relationship 
is done and over and you 
should let them know. 

2. Delete sexual videos 
and chats from each other’s 
phones and devices 

R e v e n g e  p o r n  i s 
common these days and 
perhaps during the rosy part 
o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r 
mar r iage  you  recorded 
yourself  having sex or you 
took sexual pictures. You 
must make sure they have 
deleted them. 

You should  do th is 
before the breakup is official, 
e.g when you are thinking 
about leaving them. If  you 
cannot do this before the 
relationship ends, be open 
enough to tell them to delete 
the sex videos you have of  
each other since you are not 
together. 

If  they refuse to delete 
the videos, threaten some 
legal actions against them if  
they ever leak it because it is a 
crime to leak sex videos. 

3. Cut off ties 

that it is over. 
If  you don't know about 

them, let me give you a 
rundown. They are both 
American celebrities. Kim 
divorced Kanye sometime 
last year, but Kanye kept 
referring to her as his wife and 
trying to win her back. 

presents like when Kanye 
sent Kim a truck of  flowers 
for Valentine's. 

Showing up at your 
home or office unexpectedly 
and without permission.

Spreading rumours or 
posting personal details of  
your life online.

When you are no longer 
interested in the relationship, 
there is no point entertaining 
them on your social media 
especially if  they tend to 
harass you. 

Delete, block or mute. 
Do whatever is necessary to 
remove them from your life. 
Also, go private on social 
media so they do not stalk you 
with another account. 

4. Announce publicly 
that you are no longer 
together 

You need everyone to 
know you are no longer 
associated with them so they 
can accept it and so people 
will not deal with you as if  
you are still with them. 

Te l l  y o u r  p a r e n t s , 
relatives, friends and their 
parents, relatives and friends 
the relationship is over. Ask 
your parents to delete and 
block their number. 

5. Move out for a while 
or change your house keys 
and all your passwords 

Change the lock to your 
house and the password of  all 
your work and personal 
accounts whether they had 
access to them or not. 

Many people have lost 
their lives to a stalking ex so if  
it means moving out for a 
while or having someone stay 
with you, do it. 

Lastly, report to the 
police so they can sign an 
undertaking if  you feel that 
your life is threatened, or they 
refuse to delete your videos or 
return your keys. 
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utrition is very 

Ni m p o r t a n t  f o r 
g l o w i n g  s k i n 

because what you eat also 
affects the skin.

Our body needs food to 
function well, and our skin 
also reflects what we eat. 
Having a healthy diet and 

t is a throbbing pain in Ithe lower abdomen, and 
it can last for days. Some 

females have their menstrual 
c r a m p s  b e f o r e  t h e i r 
menstrual period, while 
others have them when 
they're on their menstrual 
period. Menstrual pain is not 
o n ly  p a i n f u l ,  i t ' s  a l s o 
d i s c o m f o r t i n g .  T h e 
symptoms of  menstrual 
cramps include: 

Nausea and vomiting 
Constipation 
Bloating
Pain in the belly
Hip and lower back 

discomfort
Here are some of  the 

things you can do to relieve 
menstrual cramps: 

Take more water 
Taking more water will 

help you stay hydrated, and it 
will also relieve the pain. 
Taking more water will help 
ease bloating. You can start 
by making it a routine to 
drink six glasses of  water per 
day. 

Take painkillers 
N o n s t e r o i d a l  a n t i -

i n f l a m m a t o r y  d r u g s 
(NSAIDs), like ibuprofen 
a n d  a s p i r i n ,  a r e 
recommended pain relievers 
for menstrual pain. These 
drugs help suppress the pain 
and also reduce your body's 
production of  prostaglandin. 

Apply heat  to your 
abdomen 

You can use a hot water 
bottle, heating pad, or warm 
towel to apply heat to your 
abdomen. This will help 
relieve the pain and also 

boost the blood circulation in 
your abdomen. Taking a hot 
bath is also effective. 

Use supplements 
Supplements are also 

e f fect ive  for  menstr ual 
c r a m p s .  C a l c i u m  a n d 
magnesium are effective 
supplements. 

Exercise your body 

hould a vagina be 

Sodourless, should it 
h ave  a n  o d o u r  o r 

should it smell like roses?
The truth is the vagina 

isn't odourless because it 
houses a lot of  bacteria. 
However, some odours are 
normal, and others aren't. 

Instead of  desiring your 
vagina to have no odour, you 
should be more concerned 
with the kind of  smell 
coming out of  it. 

Healthy vagina 
A healthy vagina could 

smell like; 
Copper 
This may be because of  

the incoming menstrual 
p e r i o d  o r  r o u g h  s e x . 
Sometimes, sex can lead to 
abrasion and bruising in your 
vagina. 

Earthy 
Sweet and earthy, some 

people's vagina can smell 
sweet but not like strawberry 

b u t  a n  e a r t h y  m u s t y 
sweetness. 

Fermented 
Fermented like spoilt 

yoghurt or bread. 
Unhealthy vagina 
An unhealthy vagina 

would smell like; 
Dead fish 
The famous fishy smell. 

No, your vagina should not 
be smelling like spoiled fish, 
t h a t  u s u a l ly  i n d i c a t e s 
another  condi t ion  l ike 
tr ichinosis  or  bacter ial 
vaginosis. 

Decaying animal 
The smell of  a decaying 

organism is the type of  smell 
that makes one scream out 
loud in horror. This kind of  
smell is quite worrying. 

How to treat unhealthy 
vagina 

If  you notice your vagina 
is giving off  a bad smell 
accompan ied  by  o the r 
symptoms l ike i tching, 

bleeding when it isn't your 
period, pain during sex or 
thick discharge then see a 
doctor. 

So how do you get your 
vagina to have a normal 
smell? No, the solution isn't 
to pour perfume down below 
or spray all your underwear 
with heavy deodorant. 

Good vagina hygiene 
can help you have a better 
smelling vagina. Habits like; 

Urinating after sex.
W e a r i n g  c l e a n 

underwear.
Using unscented soap to 

wash the vagina.
Taking a  bath af ter 

sweating.
Changing underwear 

daily.
Wear ing  brea thab le 

underwear.
Not having multiple 

sexual partners. Multiple 
sexual partners can affect the 
PH of  your vagina.

Avoid wearing tight 
clothing.

Aerobic exercises like 
walking or jogging can help 
reduce menstrual cramps 
and bloating. It gives you 
more strength and energy. 

Take herbal tea 
Herbal tea helps to lessen 

the pain and it also helps to 
calm the body. Examples of  
this herbal tea include ginger 
tea. 

Try yoga 
A regular yoga practice 

can help reduce cramps while 
also improving your mood. 

Reduce your intake of 
sugar 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
obstetrics gynecologist, sugar 
is inflammatory in nature 
and it increases the blood 
supply to your uterus. Taking 
too much sugar can lead to 
abnormal pain. 

Avoid salty foods 
Salty foods can cause 

bloating and discomfort, so 
you should avoid them. You 
can  op t  fo r  foods  l i ke 
avocados or berries. 

Use essential oils to 
massage your abdomen 

Oils like lavender oil and 
c innamon o i l  a re  ve r y 
effective in reducing period 
pain. You can also mix it with 
a carrier oil like coconut oil 
a n d  a p p l y  i t  t o  y o u r 
abdomen. 

taking the right foods will 
help your skin glow. Taking 
fruits and vegetables 

Here are 5 foods you 
should eat for healthy and 
glowing skin; 

Avocados 
Avocados are rich in 

vitamins E and C. They're 

also high in healthy fats, 
which are important in 
boosting the vitality of  your 
skin. Avocado helps to 
protec t  the  sk in  f rom 
damage. It also contains 
vitamins that help to speed 
up skin repair. Avocados 
also contain biotin, which 

helps to prevent dry skin. It 
can be used as a face mask. 
You can also use the oil as a 
moisturizer or face cleanser. 

Sweet potatoes 
Sweet potatoes are a 

great source of  vitamin C 
and vitamin E, which are 
needed for glowing and 

h e a l t h y  s k i n .  S w e e t 
Potatoes contain vitamin C, 
which helps to tighten your 
sk in .  I t  a l so  conta ins 
anthocyanins that help to 
prevent blemishes and dark 
spots on the skin. 

Oranges 
Oranges contain citric 

acid that helps to remove 
debris from your face and 
get rid of  pores on the skin. 
It also contains potassium, 
which helps to balance the 
pH of  your skin and keeps it 
moisturized. Oranges are 
also rich in vitamin A, 
which strengthens the outer 
dermal layer of  your skin 
and increases the blood 
flow to your face. 

Tomatoes 
Tomatoes are effective 

for clear and healthy skin. 

To m a t o e s  a r e  r i c h  i n 
potassium and vitamin C, 
which help your skin glow. 
It also contains antioxidants 
that help treat skin damage 
like aging. It helps to tighten 
the skin and reduce acne 
and blackheads. 

Carrots 
Car rots  are  r ich in 

antioxidants and vitamin A, 
which help to keep the skin 
healthy and also flush out 
toxins. Carrots also help to 
reduce scars or blemishes. 
Carrots are filled with 
vitamin C, which helps in 
skin elasticity maintenance. 

Green tea 
Green tea is effective for 

keeping the skin healthy. It 
helps protect the skin from 
damage  and ag ing.  I t 
contains antioxidants that 
help protect the skin against 
skin cancer. It also reduces 
irritation and redness. 
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e a r  O m a ,DWhat do I do? 
Should I ignore 

my husband's feelings, be 
a  g o o d  f r i e n d  a n d 
godmother to Jessica's 
baby and deal with the 
a f t e r m a t h  w i t h  my 
husband?

I have a girlfriend; her 
name is Jessica, who is 
one of  my oldest friends. 
She's my only friend who 
stuck with me through 
the growing pains and 
different stages in my 
life. I married a man who 
I think is the love of  my 
life. Though he is proud 
which I have always seen 
a s  o n e  o f  t h e 
characteristics of  every 
man because they would 
always want to be the 
head in everything and 
we have built  a l i fe 
together, through thick 
and thin.

Well, my husband is 
also possessive that I am 
fully aware of  but what 
surprises me the most 
was a recent event that 
happened when Jessica 
asked me to  be  the 
godmother of  her second 
ch i ld ,  he r  son .  My 
husband was offended 
that I was asked and he 
wasn't. He has never 
made an effort to have a 
friendship with Jessica 
and her husband, or even 
met her son since his 
birth many months ago. 
He wants no part in the 
process, which I am very 
upset about and now he 
is giving a cold attitude.

D E A R 
P O T E N T I A L 
GODMOTHER: Your 
husband appears to be 
not only possessive, but 
also somewhat sel f -
centered and controlling. 
It would be interesting to 
know why he's pouting, 
since he's not close to 
y o u r  f r i e n d  n o r 
particularly interested in 
her baby. Because one 
spouse is asked to be a 
godparent does NOT 
automatically mean the 
other must be. Some 
children have only one 
godparent; others have 
them in multiples. If  you 
wish to be godmother to 
Jessica's baby boy, go 
ahead and do it and do 
not feel you have to 
apologize for it, I mean it 

divorce because, even 
though I care about him, 
I'm no longer in love 
with him. He knows I 
h a v e  b e e n  d a t i n g 
someone because I told 
him. From Mirabel

Dear Mirabel:
You didn't mention 

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e 
policies in your business 
about fraternizing, but if  
there are, then what you 
have been doing could 
get you fired. You have 
a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d 
disengaging from this 
office romance, so please 
continue to do that.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
unique circumstances of  
your marriage, you have 
some serious decisions 
to make. Do not drag 
your co-worker into it. IF 
there is the possibility of  
a future with him, he also 
needs to decide if  he is 
satisfied with the status 
quo before making any 
other commitments. I 
know you are lonely, but 
for your sake and his, 
back off.

Dear Oma,
M y  b o y f r i e n d ' s 

incessant lies make me 
wary

My boyfriend has this 
bad habit when we meet 
new people. It can range 
f rom a  ne ighbor  to 
s o m e o n e  l i k e  o u r 
landlord. During the 
course of  a conversation, 
he'll lie and exaggerate 
certain facts about his 
life, our life or something 
more sensitive, such as 
our financial situation.

I t  b o t h e r s  m e ; 
because I'm an honest 
person who finds no 
reason to lie to people I 
meet. If  it's a subject I 
don't want to discuss, I 
keep my mouth shut. An 
example: He told our 
neighbors we would 
consider buying the 
house we currently rent, 
while we noth know that 
it is impossible since our 
income can't even do 
that in two years when 
we had to save for almost 
a year in order to renew 
our rent.

In the moment, it's 
hard for me to determine 
if  I should "play along," 
casual ly  (or  f i rmly) 
redirect the conversation 
or correct him. I don't 

Dear Janet
I feel like I'm picking 

up on a lot of  self-doubt 
and self-blame in your 
letter both in the idea 
that  your husband's 
actions are your fault 
because of  your lack of  
sex drive and the idea 
that your definition of  
infidelity might not be 
valid. I disagree with 
both of  these thoughts! 
And I don't think you 
will be able to approach 
your husband, negotiate 
what your relationship 
needs to look like in the 
f u t u r e ,  o r  m a k e  a 
decision about whether 
you want to be in it until 
you feel more solid and 
confident about your 
perspective on what's 
happened.

So definitely let him 
know that you know 
what he's doing, but take 
his response and your 
feelings about it and 
bring them to a therapist 
(individual, not couples) 
to get some help sorting 
o u t  w h a t  y o u ' r e 
experiencing and what 
you deserve without his 
input. When you feel 
c l e a r e r  a b o u t  yo u r 
version of  events and 
your expectations, you 
can start to negotiate 
with him about whether 
you two can continue to 
have a relationship and 
on what terms.

Dear Oma,
I got married just 

before Christmas and am 
hoping to be divorced or 
annulled by the end of  
January. Obviously, that 
w a s n ' t  t h e  p l a n 
originally, but …

I never cared about 
getting married, but I 
wasn't opposed to it. So 
when my boyfr iend 
proposed in 2020, we 
decided to go for it. We 
each took on about half  
the responsibility for 
organizing the wedding, 
but I think I was pretty 
r e a s o n a b l e  a b o u t 
compromise when he 
r e a l l y  w a n t e d 
something. My only 
hard-and-fast rule was 
that he would not rub 
cake in my face at the 
reception.

Being a reasonable 
man who knows me 

is a rare privilege which 
also indicates that you 
p o s s e s  v i r t u o u s 
character and Jessica 
and her husband have 
realized that you will 
play a vital role in the 
upbringing of  the child.

I mean I have actually 
lost count of  how many 
children my own mother 
is godmother to and her 
husband isn't worried 
about it.

Dear Oma,
Will he possibly leave 

his wife for me?
I'm a supervisor at 

my job and have feelings 
for a married man who 
also works here. He's 
lonely and looks to me 
f o r  a t t e n t i o n , 
companionship, sex and 
to listen to his troubles. 
We have only had sex 
once, but I know I cannot 
c o n t i n u e  t h i s 
“relationship.”

It breaks my heart 
because I care for him 
deeply, and IF he was 
single, this is someone I 
could actually have a 
relationship with. I have 
already told him I won't 
accept any more of  his 
offers to walk me home, 
and to quit texting me. 
He's open with his wife 
regarding dating other 
people. It seems she's 
also “talking” to another 
man outside of  their 
marriage.

Often time, I will 
always wish he would be 
mine forever and alone, I 
have sleepless nights and 
at this point am I not 
delusional to think he 
will leave her for me? 
Would he have the same 
problems with me that 
he has with her? He has 
difficulty expressing his 
emotions, but I think he 
still loves his wife. I know 
their marriage is broken, 
and it's not my job to fix 
it for them or to push him 
to choose me over her. It 
should not have to be this 
way.

P l e a s e ,  I  w o u l d 
appreciate any advice 
you can offer. By the 
way,  I ' m  c u r r e n t ly 
e n g a g e d ,  b u t  m y 
husband to be lives in the 
UK. After seven years, 
his immigration status 
still needs to be resolved. 
I'll probably ask him for a 

like leading people to 
believe something that 
isn't true. He has lied to 
me about some serious 
matters in the past. I'm 
sure his purpose isn't 
malicious, but it makes 
me uncomfortable. If  I 
try to address it with 
him, he blows me off  like 
it's not a problem.

How should I handle 
these situations in the 
future? It makes it hard 
to make new friends 
when we're not being 
honest from the start. – 
From Winifred 

Dear Winifred: 
Your  boy f r i end ' s 

difficulty with the truth 
is a huge red flag. He 
dismisses your concerns 
because they are not 
important to him just as 
the truth is not important 
to him. I am relieved you 
described him as your 
boyfriend and not your 
husband. What he is 
do ing  w i l l  have  an 
impact on your future 
financially and socially 
when fo lks  s tar t  to 
recognize he is a phony. 
My advice to you is to 
end this romance before 
your own credibility 
suffers.

Dear Oma
About a year ago, I 

found out my husband 
h a d  c r e a t e d  a  f a k e 
I n s t a g r a m  a c c o u n t 
dedicated to role-playing 
with people interested in 
sexual wrestling. I was 
heartbroken, as I saw it 
as cheating. He said he 
wouldn't message these 
people anymore and we 
eventually got past it.

But today I found out 
he started doing it again. 
While it's not physical 
cheating, he is essentially 
sexting random people. 
Our sexual relationship 
hasn't been great for a 
couple years, due to my 
depression from losing 
my brother and my first 
pregnancy. I also had my 
daughter in January of  
2020.  I  haven' t  had 
hardly any sex drive. 
Still, I don't know what 
to do. I saw what my 
husband did as cheating 
and my husband knew 
how I felt about it for the 
first time. Do you have 
any advice for me?

well, he didn't. Instead, 
he grabbed me by the 
back of  the head and 
shoved my head down 
into it. It was planned 
s ince  the  cake  was 
DESTROYED, and he 
had a bunch of  cupcakes 
as backup.

I left. Next day I told 
him we were done. I am 
standing by that. The 
thing is that over the 
holidays EVERYONE 
has gotten together to tell 
me I should give him a 
second chance. That I 
am overreacting because 
of  my issues (I am VERY 
claustrophobic after a 
car accident years ago, 
a n d  I  a b s o l u t e l y 
panicked at being shoved 
into a cake and held 
there). That I love him 
(even though right now I 
don't feel that at all), he 
loves me, and that means 
not giving up at the first 
hurdle. I don't want to, 
but everyone is so united 
and confident in their 
assurance I am making a 
terrible mistake that I 
wonder if  they are right.

D e a r  U n k n o w n 
writer

E v e r y o n e ' s  s u r e 
you're making a mistake, 
but they're not the ones 
who have to wake up 
every day with a man 
w h o s e  b e h a v i o r 
massively turns them off. 
You are. So you only 
have to listen to yourself. 
I think what he did was a 
r e d  f l a g  a b o u t  n o t 
respecting you and your 
wishes—to say nothing 
o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l 
aggression—but even if  
it wasn't, the fact that 
you really didn't like it is 
enough. Make a mental 
note about which of  your 
loved ones don't seem to 
value your happiness.

TO MY READERS: 
T h i s  S u n d a y  i s 
International Happiness 
Day, remember that 
happiness is personal 
and you owe no one any 
reason to be happy.

L e t t e r  t o  O m a  i s 
written by Iduh Matthew.
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 Foreign News 

NATO should intervene if Russia
uses weapons of mass destruction,
Estonia’s Chief of Defense says
• The 30-member alliance has 
so far refused to put troops 
on the ground due to fears it 
would escalate the conflict 
against nuclear power Russia, 
possibly sparking a third world 
war.
• Russia has accused Ukraine 
of operating chemical and bi-
ological weapons laborato-
ries backed by the U.S, which 
has been roundly rebuffed by 
Ukrainian and Western offi-
cials.
• Moreover, the West believes 
that the accusations could actu-
ally be Moscow inventing and 
building a false narrative and 
pretext for using its own chem-
ical weapons against Ukraine.

N
ATO should get di-
rectly involved in the 
Russia-Ukraine war if 
Moscow deploys weap-

ons of  mass destruction against its 
neighbor, Estonia’s chief  of  defense 
has told CNBC.

Members of  NATO have so far 
supported Ukraine by sending le-
thal weapons and other military 
equipment so Kyiv can better de-
fend itself  against Russia’s unpro-
voked onslaught. However, the 
30-member alliance has so far re-
fused to put troops on the ground 
due to fears it would escalate the 
conflict against nuclear power Rus-
sia, possibly sparking a third world 
war.

NATO’s position could change 
though if  fears over the potential 
use of  chemical weapons were later 
realized.

When asked Wednesday if  the 
use of  these weapons of  mass de-
struction (a term broadly used to de-
scribe nuclear, biological, or chem-
ical weapons) should push NATO 
to intervene in the conflict, Lt. Gen. 
Martin Herem, chief  of  defense of 
the Estonian forces, said: “If  Russia 
uses weapons of  mass destruction, 
I think yes.”

Russia has accused Ukraine of 
operating chemical and biological 
weapons laboratories backed by 

the U.S, which has been roundly 
rebuffed by Ukrainian and West-
ern officials. Moreover, the West 
believes that the accusations could 
actually be Moscow inventing and 
building a false narrative and pre-
text for using its own chemical 
weapons against Ukraine.

Kusti Salm, permanent secre-
tary to the Estonian Ministry of 
Defense, told CNBC Wednesday 
that Russia is “clearly” preparing 
the groundwork to potentially use 
chemical weapons.

“They are clearly doing this with 
their rhetoric. They are creating 
context that this is about to hap-
pen,” he said, adding that “it would 
be naïve from us to think that there 
is no sort of  end goal there.”

“Even the narrative of  this is part 
of  the escalatory ladder. So they 
are increasing the temperature. 
And through that, they are already 
spreading fear without really using 
the weapons themselves.”

Fears that Russia could be about 
to use chemical weapons were also 
shared on Tuesday by NATO’s 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 

  Members of Estonian army during military training together with United Kingdom soldiers at Central Training Area in Lasna, Estonia.

who said the alliance was “con-
cerned that Moscow could stage a 
false flag operation, possibly includ-
ing chemical weapons.”

Speaking at a press conference, 
Stoltenberg added that the false ac-
cusations from Russia “makes us a 

bit concerned about the possibility 
that they are actually planning to 
[use chemical weapons].”

“The president of  the United 
States and other allies also made 
it very clear that if  they use chem-
ical weapons, there will be a high 

price to pay. But I will not speculate 
about any military response from 
the NATO side except for saying 
very clearly that NATO’s main re-
sponsibility is to make sure that we 
defend and protect all allies,” he 
also said. 

Russia’s state TV hit by stream 
of resignations

W
hen Marina Ovsyan-
nikova burst into Rus-
sian living rooms on 

Monday’s nightly news, denounc-
ing the war in Ukraine and propa-
ganda around it, her protest high-
lighted a quiet but steady steam of  
resignations from Russia’s tightly 
controlled state-run TV.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky has thanked her, 
appealing to anyone working for 
what he calls Russia’s propagan-
da system to resign. Any jour-
nalist working in what he calls 
the fourth branch of  power risks 

sanctions and an international tri-
bunal for “justifying war crimes”, 
he warns.

Some of  Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s biggest cheerlead-
ers on state-run TV have already 
faced sanctions, including Vladimir 
Solovyov who presents a talk show 
on Russia’s biggest channel Rossi-
ya-1, and Margarita Simonyan 
who has accused anyone ashamed 
of  being Russian at this point as 
not really being Russian.

Russia’s state-run channels are 
required to toe the Kremlin line, 
so who has quit in response to the 
war?

Hours after Marina Ovsyanniko-
va’s on-screen resignation, three 
other resignations came to light.

Channel One colleague Zhanna 
Agalakova quit her job as Europe 
correspondent while two journal-
ists have left rival NTV. Lilia Gild-
eyeva had worked for the channel 
as a presenter since 2006 and Va-
dim Glusker had been at NTV for 
almost 30 years.

Rumours abound that journal-
ists have also headed for the door 
at All-Russia state TV group VG-
TRK.

Journalist Roman Super said 
people were quitting its Vesti news 

stable en masse, although that has 
not been confirmed. However, 
renowned TV host Sergey Brilev 
quashed reports that he had re-
signed, pointing out he has been 
on a business trip for more than a 
week.

Maria Baronova is the high-
est-profile resignation at RT, for-
merly known as Russia Today. 
Former chief  editor at RT, she 
told the BBC’s Steve Rosenberg 
this month Mr Putin had already 
destroyed Russia’s reputation and 
that the economy was dead too.

A number of  other RT journal-
ists have also resigned, including 
non-Russian journalists working 
for its language services.

Former London correspond-
ent Shadia Edwards-Dashti an-
nounced her resignation on the 
day Russia invaded Ukraine 
without giving a reason. Mos-
cow-based journalist Jonny Tickle 
quit on the same day “in light of 
recent events”.

French RT presenter Frédéric 
Taddeï said he was leaving his 
show because France was “in 
open conflict” with Russia and he 
could not continue to host his pro-
gramme Forbidden to Forbid “out 
of  loyalty to my country”.

Cuban protesters jailed for up to 30 years

M
ore than 100 people 
who took part in rare 
anti-government pro-

tests in Cuba in July have been 
sentenced to lengthy jail terms of 
between six and 30 years.

Out of  the 129 defendants, only 
one was acquitted, with the re-
maining being found guilty of  se-
dition and theft.

Thousands of  Cubans took part 
in the demonstrations across the 
Communist-run island chanting 
for “freedom”.

Unauthorised public gatherings 
are illegal in Cuba and more than 
1,000 people were arrested.

The protests, the largest in dec-
ades, came amid a severe econom-
ic crisis with protesters voicing 
anger over price increases, and 
shortages of  food and medicine.

Many were also critical of  the 
Cuban government’s handling of 
the Covid pandemic.

The ruling Communist party de-
scribed the protests as a US-backed 
attempt at overthrowing the gov-

ernment.
Police cracked down on the 

impromptu rallies and there were 
clashes in which at least one per-
son died and dozens were injured.

The court said the protesters 
overturned vehicles and threw 
stones, bottles and petrol bombs 
at police and Interior Ministry 
agents.

But Javier Larrondo of  rights 
group Prisoners Defenders said 
that “the vast majority had demon-
strated peacefully”.

Mr Larrondo said the sentences 
were outrageous. 
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Eguavoen, speaking 
with Elegbete TV said he 
i d e n t i f i e d  a  N i g e r i a n 
midfielder in Belgium and 
asked his friend to help him 
check the player out as he 
plans to approach him later.

alongside Radja Naingollan 
in Antwerp's midfield.

The 21-year old central 
midfielder can also operate 
from box-to-box, akin to 
what Eguavoen recently 
revealed he wanted in a 
midfielder.

“And there's a player as 
well in Antwerp. You know 
Belgium is my home as 
well,” the coach said.

“There's a midfielder in 
FC Antwerp. I've told people 

C  M i l a n  a r e 

Atargeting a deal for 
Liverpool striker, 

Divock Origi.
The Daily Mail says the 

26-year old is out of  contract 
in  the  summer though 
Liverpool have an option to 
extend should he make a set 
number of  starts this season.

As it stands that is a 
target he is unlikely to hit. 
Milan were among three 
Serie A clubs to approach 
Origi in January as they 

i g e r i a ' s  S u p e r 

NFalcons will face the 
Canadian women 

national team twice next 
month in games designed to 
celebrate their triumph at the 
2020 Olympic Games in 
Tokyo last August.

The team ranked sixth in 
the world powered to their 
first-ever gold medal in the 
Summer Olympics football 
t o u r n a m e n t  b y  b e a t i n g 
Sweden 3–2 in the penalty 
shoot-out after both teams 
drew 1–1 after extra time in 
the final.

Nigeria have agreed to 
j o i n  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n s ' 
celebratory tour, with both 
sides scheduled to face-off  in a 
two-match series. The first 
game will take place on April 
8 in Vancouver, while the 
second match will be played 
three days later, on April 11, at 
the Starlight Stadium in 
Langford.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
inter nat ional  f r iendl ies, 
Canada's head coach, Beverly 
Priestman expressed her 
delight at facing the most 
successful African women's 
national team.

“I was over the moon to 
get Nigeria over the line,” 
Priestman told the CBC.

“We haven't got a lot of  
experience against African 
nations so for me, playing 
Nigeria, we haven't played 
them a lot, but we know 
they're an unbelievable team, 
and it'll be a great experience 

for us to keep pushing forward 
on our new journey.”

Nigeria and Canada have 
previously faced each other 
three times with honours 
evenly shared after a win, a 
draw, and a loss.

T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g 
between the two continental 
giants saw the Super Falcons 
come from a two-goal deficit 
to seal a pulsating 3-3 draw at 
the 1995 Women World Cup 
in Sweden.

Perpetual Nkwocha's 
84th-minute strike handed 
Nigeria a 1-0 win over the 
North Americans at the 2011 
World Cup in their second 
clash.

Canada then exacted 
their revenge in 2019 during a 
friendly, claiming a 2-1 victory 
over the reigning African 
champions.

No 41 ranked Nigeria 
only last month defeated Côte 
d'Ivoire over two legs to book 
their place in this July's Africa 
Women Cup of  Nations, 
where they will look to defend 
the title they won in 2018.

made their intentions clear.
Origi also had interest 

from other Premier League 
sides but is attracted by the 
chance to join Milan should 
t h e y  m a t c h  h i s  w a g e 
demands.

Belgium international 
O r i g i ,  w h o  m i s s e d 
Wednesday night's match at 
Arsenal, has scored five 
goals in 14 appearances this 
season including one against 
Milan in the Champions 
League.

to help me check him out as 
well. To help me get his 
contact, but I only saw him 
on TV. I have to travel to 
Antwerp when the time is 
right and we will sit down 
and discuss. Because of  the 
qualities I said I'm looking 
for, one of  my friends Mark, 
a Belgian citizen, has helped 
me check the boy out and the 
boy has that quality that I 
said I want,” Eguavoen 
revealed.

The Super Eagles coach 
recently revealed that he 
wants a player in the mould 
o f  M u t i u  A d e p o j u  o r 
Thompson Oliha to be in the 
midfield for Nigeria but he's 
been unable to find one.

With Yusuf 's name 
mentioned and the player 
looking to have qualities for 
the position, the midfielder 
could be looking ahead to 
earning an invitation into the 
Nigerian national team.

uper Eagles coach, 

SAustin Eguavoen has 
s p o k e n  a b o u t  t h e 

Nigerian midfielder he's 
looking to bring in to solve 
t h e  t e a m ' s  m i d f i e l d 
problems.

ntonio Rudiger has 

Asaid he was happy 
a t  C h e l s e a  b u t 

refuses to rule out a return 
to Serie A in the summer: 
'We'll see…'

T h e  G e r m a n y 
in ter nat ional  sees  h i s 
contract expire at the end of  
the season and there are 
reports that Juventus have 
jumped to the front of  the 
queue to secure his services 
in July.

Rudiger is available to 
s i g n  a  p r e - c o n t r a c t 
agreement ahead of  a free 
transfer at the end of  the 
campaign. The former 
Roma defender spoke to 
Sky Spor t  I ta l ia  a f ter 
Chelsea's 2-1 win over Lille 
last night and refused to rule 
out a return to Italy.

“At the moment I am 
here, I am happy here, we'll 
see, we'll see…” he said.

Rud ige r  r e p l i ed  to 
questions in English but 
also added a word in Italian: 
'magari', which translates 
into 'perhaps' or 'hopefully.'

The 29-year-old played 

72 games during his two-
year spell at Roma. He 
jo ined Chelsea  in  the 
summer of  2017 and has 
played 161 games with the 

ylvester Igboun has left 

Sthe Russian Premier 
League to become the 

first African player to take a 
walk  fo l lowing Russ ia ' s 
invasion of  Ukraine.

The 31-year-old forward 
took advantage of  FIFA's 
special ruling that allows 
players in Russia to leave their 

clubs or transfer to clubs 
outside Russia.

FIFA announced last 
week that foreign footballers 
playing in Russia can suspend 
t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  a n d 
temporarily leave the country.

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international has therefore 
terminated his contract with 

F K  N i z h n y  N o v g o r o d , 
according to megasports 
report.

I g b o u n ,  w h o s e  d e a l 
expires at the end of  the 
season, only joined Nizhny 
Novgorod last month after 
leaving Dynamo Moscow by 
mutual consent and made just 
one league appearance for the 
club.

Blues, where he played 
under two Italian coaches: 
A n t o n i o  C o n t e  a n d 
Maurizio Sarri.

T h e  m i d f i e l d e r  i s 
former Goteborg of  Sweden 
midfielder and current Royal 
Antwerp's Alhassan Yusuf.

Yusuf  has had a stellar 
season in the Belgian top 
division so far, playing 

Eguavoen identifies Antwerp's Yusuf as solution to Eagles' midfield

Chelsea’s Rudiger open to Serie A
return

AC Milan seeks deal for Liverpool
striker, Origi

Canada confirm two friendlies with
Nigeria in April

Ukraine war: Sylvester Igboun dumps Russian
Premier League

YusufYusufYusuf

OrigiOrigiOrigi

RudigerRudigerRudiger

IgbounIgbounIgboun

Victorious Canadians at the Tokyo OlympicsVictorious Canadians at the Tokyo OlympicsVictorious Canadians at the Tokyo Olympics
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SPORTS

La Liga
14:00 Alaves - Granada CF – 1X
16:15 Elche - Valencia - X
18:30 Osasuna - Levante – 1X
21:00 Rayo Vallecano - Atl. Madrid- X2

Serie A
15:00 Napoli - Udinese - 1
18:00 Inter - Fiorentina - 1
20:45 Cagliari - AC Milan- 2

Bundesliga

15:30 Greuther Furth - Freiburg – X2

18:30 Bayern Munich - Union Berlin – 

1&ov 2.5

Others

14:00 Tsarsko Selo - Ludogorets - 2

17:05 Hajduk Split - Lok. Zagreb

15:00 Zlin - FK Pardubice – 1X

18:00 Jablonec - Plzen – X2

17:30 Zenit - Arsenal Tula- 1X

16:00 Celtic - Ross County- 1

nter are interested in Isecuring the services of  
Sassuolo striker, Gianluca 

Scamacca but he has refused 
to rule out a move abroad.

The Italy striker has 
scored 12 goals in 27 league 
games this term, attracting 

anchester United Mforwards Marcus 
Rashford and Jadon 

Sancho were Thursday left out 
of  Gareth Southgate's England 
squad for friendlies against 
Switzerland and Ivory Coast.

Southgate also omitted 
Manchester City defender 
Kyle Walker from his 25-man 
g r o u p  f o r  t h e  g a m e s  a t 
Wembley on March 26 and 
March 29.

Rashford has struggled 
with form and fitness at Old 

Traf ford this  season but 
Sancho has started to play to 
the standard that persuaded 
United to spend 73 million 
($95 million) on the winger last 
year.

Walker is another surprise 
o m i s s i o n ,  w i t h  T r e n t 
Alexander-Arnold and Reece 
James the two right-backs 
included in the squad as 
England start to build towards 
the World Cup in Qatar later 
this year.

Speaking about Sancho, 

Southgate said: “There are 
other attacking players in our 
squad who are ahead of  him in 
our opinion. Jadon, in the last 
few weeks, his performances 
have improved, but it is an area 
of  the pitch where we have 
competition for places.

“With Marcus, he is in the 
same position as everyone else 
— whether they are in the 
squad or not they all have to 
play well in the next period. It is 
a difficult time for him, he is 
clearly not at his best.

“There is plenty of  time. 
We know about Marcus, we 
know what he can bring to us.”

n  1 1 - y e a r - o l d 

AManchester United 
fan has raised enough 

money to pay for over 115,000 
meals by walking from Larne 
in Northern Ireland to Old 
Trafford.

B e n  D i c k i n s o n  wa s 
congratulated by Sir Alex 
Ferguson, who welcomed him 
into his private suite ahead of  
the Premier League game 
against Tottenham.

The final total will benefit 
Fa r e S h a r e,  t h e  c h a r i t y 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  M a r c u s 
Rashford, who last  year 
appeared on a Sky Sports 

News Zoom call to surprise 
Ben after he raised £7,200 by 
walking a mile a day for 26 
days during lockdown.

A h e a d  o f  h i s  l a t e s t 
challenge the youngster, who 
stayed at Hotel Football before 
the game, was presented with 
a cheque by Gary Neville. The 
former United defender and 
Sky Sports pundit told him he 
was doing “great work.”

Ben received messages of  
support from Raphael Varane, 
Wayne Rooney and Paul 
Scholes. He was presented 
wi th  s igned shi r t s  f rom 
Ferguson and the current first 

team squad.
Ben told Scholes that 

people often tell him they are 
lookalikes and was later 
starstruck meeting United's 
all-time top scorer, repeatedly 
saying to a laughing Derby 
manager “I can't believe I've 
met Wayne Rooney.”

The Manchester United 
Foundation and Richard 
A r n o l d  w e r e  h u g e l y 
supportive of  their campaign 
and Ben's efforts will benefit 
hungr y famil ies,  rais ing 
further awareness of  the 
di f f icul t ies  facing many 
households here.

“One in 10 people in the 
UK struggle to get enough to 
e a t , ”  s a i d  F a r e S h a r e 
spokesperson Ali Gourley.

“It is a massive, massive 
problem so we're grateful to 
Marcus and Ben.”

Marcus Rashford vowed 
to keep his campaign to 
support vulnerable children 
after receiving an MBE for his 
drive to provide children with 
free school meals vouchers 
during lockdown.

according to multiple reports, 
they are in pole position to 
sign Scamacca in the summer. 
Juventus have also been linked 
with a move for the striker, but 
a transfer to Turin seems 
unlikely following Dusan 
Vlahovic's arrival in January.

“I don't think about it 

interest from many clubs in 
Italy and Europe. La Gazzetta 
de l lo  Spor t  re por ted  in 
January that Scamacca had 
snubbed an offer coming from 
Borussia Dortmund.

Inter have also set their 
sights on the 23-year-old and 

[Juventus and Inter interest], I 
have set no limits for myself  
and I'll decide with my heart,” 
Scamacca told Il Corriere 
dello Sport.

“I've been abroad once 
and I'd have no problem 
making that choice again.

“Rumours about interest 
from great clubs are flattering, 
they are motivating me, but I 
don't follow the transfer 
market  much and some 
situations take a while to 
become concrete.”

S c a m a c c a  w i l l  b e 
included in the Italy squad for 
the World Cup play-offs, 
which will take place next 
week.

“We know that this is an 
important moment and we 
must give our all for Italy and 
the Italians,” he said. “We 
must win the play-offs, I was 
welcomed really well in the 
group, it's like a family and it's 
really united, as we could see 
during the Euros.”

he Chelsea ownership Tbattle is ramping up 
a f t e r  A m e r i c a n 

tycoon, Ken Griffin joined 
forces with the Ricketts 
Family to become the latest 
party to confirm their interest 
in buying the club.

A n d  S p o r t s m a i l  h a s 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e 
as t ronomica l ly  wea l thy 
American family tried to buy 
Chelsea in 2018, with sources 
claiming they even made a 
formal offer for the club.

As part of  those efforts, 
the Ricketts family completed 
extensive due diligence, which 
they feel gives them a head 
start in the race to become the 
club's new owners.

There is an understanding 
that there is more groundwork 
to  complete  g iven their 
previous interest stretches 
back four years, nevertheless 
the family believe they are 
ready to move quickly with a 
bid with just two days to go 

until the deadline for offers.
With just two days to go 

until the deadline for bids, the 
Ricketts Family – who own 
the Chicago Cubs baseball 
franchise – have gone public 
with their intention to bid for 
the Stamford Bridge club by 
Friday's deadline.

I t  i s  unders tood  the 
Ricketts' have teamed up with 
Griffin, the billionaire hedge 
fund tycoon, to 
f o r m  a 
consortium to 
buy Chelsea.

“ T h e 
R i c k e t t s 
Family, owners 
of  the Chicago 
C u b s ,  c a n 
confirm they 
will be leading 
an investment 
group that will 
make a formal 
bid for Chelsea 
Football Club 
t h i s  F r i d a y 

( M a r c h  1 8 ) , ”  r e a d  a 
statement.

“As long-time operators 
of  an iconic professional 
sports team, the Ricketts 
Family and their partners 
understand the importance of  
investing for success on the 
pitch, while respecting the 
traditions of  the club, the fans 
and the community.

“We look forward to 
sharing further details of  our 
plans in due course.”

Betting tips for the weekend

..
.B

et
 r

es
po

n
si

bl
y

Bet9ja booking Code: 6CQ696S 

Transfer window: Scamacca warns Inter about possible move

11-year old Man United fan raises
funds for charity

American tycoon makes blockbuster
bid for Chelsea

Rashford, Sancho left out of England
squad for friendlies

GriffinGriffinGriffin

ScamaccaScamaccaScamacca

Ben on the walkBen on the walkBen on the walk
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