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Greg Ibe declares for Abia Guber, 
donates bus to PDP
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 News

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi has ap-
pealed the Court 

Judgement of  the Feder-
al High Court Abuja that 
sacked him and his deputy 
for defecting from PDP to 
APC.

Umahi who stated 
this while addressing a 
mamouth crowed in Ab-
akaliki during a solidarity 
rally over the sack said that 
he has moblized eighteen 
SANs to appeal the judge-

Sack: Umahi moblizes 18
SANs to appeal judgment

ment.
He called the people to 

remain calm and go about 
their normal businesses 
saying that he is still the 
governor of  the State.

“Today, we have Appeal; 
we have done three things. 
We have done the Ap-
peal at Enugu and when 
I said that we have two 
judgments; I said that the 
judgment in Ebonyi state 
which has equal powers 
with that Abuja, I said we 
will obey the judgment in 
Ebonyi state, we will Ap-
peal the judgment of  Abu-

ja high court, we did not 
say we will disobey other-
wise we will not Appeal”. 

“So, we are before the 
Appeal in Enugu and we 
are before the Appeal in 
Abuja and we have also 
filed stay of  execution 
over there. So, we are still 
the Governor and Deputy 
Governor of  your state”

“So, there is nothing to 
entertain any fear, go about 
your business very peace-
fully and let me assure the 
NBA Chairman that he is a 
perfect gentleman and that 
we will never insult the ju-

diciary”
“we have confidence in 

the judiciary and I know 
they will do the right thing 
and we have engaged 8 
SANs to proceed to Abuja, 
we have engaged 10 SANs 
to proceed to Enugu”.

“Do not be angry about 
anything, it is for our pro-
motion.  What the people 
intended for evil, God has 
turned it for good. When 
it happened, God told me 
be still and know that I am 
God. And so, you will see 
what God is going to do, 
Nigerians are fighting for 
us”.

Obasanjo, most visionary
President  says Anyaoku
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha  

A
s the 2023 general 
election approach-
es, the former Sec-

retary General of  the Com-
monwealth, Chief  Emeka 
Anyaoku, has called on the 
incoming leaders including 
the Anambra State gover-
nor-elect, Professor Chuk-
wuma Soludo, to emulate 
the former President of  Ni-
geria, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
on people’s oriented admin-
istration.

 Anyaoku, who disclosed 
this on Tuesday, during the 
2022 edition of  the Maid-
en Symposium of  Emeka 
Anyaoku Institute for In-
ternational Studies and Di-
plomacy, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka, Anam-
bra State, described Oba-
sanjo, as the most visionary 
political leader, Nigeria has 

ever voted into power since 
the return of  Democracy in 
Nigeria in 1999.

Anyaoku who also 
marked his 89th birthday, 
said that Nigeria’s diplo-
matic standing in the world 
cannot but be greatly influ-
enced by the country’s do-
mestic situation.

“As the most populous 
African country, Nigeria 
has a special responsibility 
for obliterating the abiding 
legacy of  the slave trade 
by winning respect and 
genuine acceptance of  the 
nation of  human equality 
among the non-black races 
across the world,” he said.

He thanked Obasanjo 
“for continually making 
strong impacts and inter-
ventions in numerous po-
litical issues in the country 
and the World in general.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he founder of  Grego-
ry University Uturu, 
Prof  Gregory Ike-

chukwu Ibe has officially 
declared to contest the gov-
ernorship seat of  Abia State 
in 2023, on the platform of  
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP).

Ibe while declaring 
at PDP headquarters in 
Umuahia on Wednesday, 
said the story of  Abia State 
would change positively if  
he becomes Abia Governor 
in 2023.

He promised to apply 
his wealth of  experience in 
educational, entrepreneur-
ial and industrial sectors in 
development of  Abia, can-
vassed the support of  PDP 
members for him to fly the 

party’s guber flag.
Ibe who described PDP 

as the best party in Nigeria, 
tasked the members of  the 
party in Abia on the need to 
sustain the winning streak 
of  PDP in Abia State be-
yond 2023, declaring, “we 
must make PDP continually 
,the ruling party in Abia.”

The Gregory University 
Chancellor said abundance 
of  human and natural re-
sources in Abia were enough 
to put Abia ahead of  others 
and assured that appetising 
resources of  God’s own 
State would be unlocked 
when he takes over.

He listed the award of  
scholarship to Abia students 
in some special courses, do-
nation of  science and tech-
nology equipment to Abia 
schools, introduction of  ac-

ademic program for traders 
in Abia etc as some of  his 
contributions to the the de-
velopment of  Abia State in 
area of  education, even as 
he listed his multi supports 
to Abia State government in 
the fight against Covid-19 
and  in the fight against 
poverty.

Ibe who revealed that for-
mer president, Olusegun 
Obasanjo has already en-
dorsed his governorship as-
piration, described himself  
as a foundation member of  
PDP, which has cummulat-
ed in his donation of  a new 
bus to the State chapel, for 
smooth mobility of  exco 
members as well as equip-
ment of  the State Abia sec-
retariat of  PDP.

Responding, the Chair-
man of  PDP in Abia State, 
Hon. Alwell Asiforo Okere 

APC promises women full inclusion
in politics, governance
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Imo 
State, has promised to 

include women into politics 
and governance where they 
will have ample opportunity 
to contribute effectively to the 
advancement of  democracy 
and the growth, success and 
progress of  the society.

This is stated by the Imo 
State Chairman of  APC, 
Hon. MacDonald Ebere, 
through a statement signed 
and released to journalists in 
Owerri on Wednesday while 
felicitating with Imo women 
during the 2022 World Wom -
en’s Day.

According to Ebere, “APC 

assured our women of  our 
commitment to effective 
women participation in poli-
tics and governance and will 
always ensure equal opportu -
nity for women as has been 
demonstrated by the APC led 
government. We appreciate 
the contributions of  women 
to the building of  a great Imo 
State”.

The Chairman, who men-
tioned that “APC is not un-
mindful of  women’s unprec-
edented support for the party 
and Governor Hope Uzod-
imma led government”, said 
“APC holds the women and 
mothers of  the state in high es -
teem, because without women 
playing their role effectively, 
no organization or society 

commended Prof. Ibe for 
declaring his ambition be-
fore the multitude of  party 
faithful, saying that “Prof  
Ibe has the quality of  the 
aspirants we want in the 
governorship race”, and as-
sured that the best material 
would emerge as the PDP 
candidate for 2023, after pri-
mary elections.

Prof  Ibe was accom-
panied to the declaration 
ground by members of  his 
Abia Crusaders foundation, 
led by Chief  Emeka Okafor, 
political associates, youths 
and women groups.

We’re not responsible for Nnenna
Ukeje’s burnt house, says APC
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he All Progressive 
Congress (APC) in 
Abia State has cau-

tioned security agencies in 
the State against arresting 
her members on the alle-
gation that they were re-
sponsible for the attack on 
the country home of  Hon. 
Nnenna Elendu Ukeje, a 

former House of  Represent-
atives member.

Rather, the party has ad-
vised the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to search 
for the real suspects within 
the PDP fold.

This was contained in a 
message released by Mr. 
Perfect Okorie, the Secre-
tary of  APC in Abia State, 
while reacting to alleged 
plans to arrest some mem-
bers of  APC for their al-
leged roles in last week’s 
burning of  Ukeje’s family 
house and cars, at Alayi, 
Bende LGA.

Okorie, who chided the 
PDP for being behind the 
efforts to implicate APC 
members in Bende, urged 
security agencies to be thor-
ough in their investigation 
to unmask the real arson-
ists, instead of  hunting in-
nocent APC members.

Okorie said, “There have 
been allegations and claims 
by persons who claim to 
be spokespersons of  Nnen-
na Ukeje, former member, 
House of  Reps to the effect 
that her house in the village 
(Alayi) was set ablaze by 
APC or those working for 
Hon. Ben Kalu, member 
representing Bende in the 
House of  Representatives.”

He continued, “The alle-
gations were unacceptable 
to us. APC has nothing to 
do with whatever happened 
at the country home of  
parents of  Nnenna Ukeje 
at Alayi, nor do we have 
anything to do with PDP 
except to take over power 
from them in 2023.

 It is uncharitable and un-
fair to link APC or its mem-
bers with the fire.”

ABSIEC sets March 16 as 
deadline for new electoral 
wards application
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State Inde-
pendent Electoral 
Commission (AB-

SIEC) sai communities, 
villages, and individuals 
who indicated interest 
and obtained forms and 
guidelines for creation of  
new State electoral wards 
in their areas has until 
Wednesday, March 16 to 
submit  their completed 
forms.

The Commission in a 
release signed by its Chair-
man, Prof. Mkpa Agu 
Mkpa and obtained by 
News Echo, warned that 
there would be no further 
extension for the exercise 
after the expiration of  the 
deadline.

Prof  Mkpa made it clear 
that forms not returned to 
the Commission by 4.00 
pm on Wednesday, 16th 

March, 2022 would be 
deemed void.

ABSIEC informed  that 
it  would  commence veri-
fication of  claims by appli-
cant communities/villages 
upon the expiration of  the 
deadline given for the re-
turn of  completed applica-
tion forms, disclosing that 
further information would 
be communicated to them.

Meanwhile, Prof  Mkpa 
has advised all concerned 
individuals, groups and 
communities who are in 
demand of  details of  the 
guidelines for the exercise 
to visit ABSIEC head-
quarters in Umuahia.

The new electoral wards 
to be created by ABSIEC 
would only be relevant 
during local government 
elections for the elec-
tions of  local government 
Chairmen and their Dep-
uty Chairmen as well as 
councillors.

functions well. As our partners 
in progress, our party will con-
tinue to provide the enabling 
political platform for the equal 
and unhindered opportunity 
for more women to pursue and 
actualize their individual polit-
ical aspiration”.

He urged women to keep 
faith and continue to be good 
wives and caring mothers to 
move forward to gain more 
peace, comfort and security. 
“While we extend our sincere 
felicitations to all women espe-
cially Imo women on this aus-
picious occasion, we however 
express our profound gratitude 
to our indomitable APC wom-
en of  honour. We are grateful 
and appreciative of  your con-
tributions to the growth of  our 
great party”.



Obey court order - APGA chieftain urges Umahi 

News

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Spiritual Director 
of  Adoration Min-
istry Enugu Nigeria 

(AMEN), Rev. Fr. Ejike 
Mbaka, has said that Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  
Enugu State remains the 
most peaceful governor in 
the country.

Rev. Fr. Mbaka further 
said that Ugwuanyi is a fa-
ther to all and a very friend-
ly governor who cannot 
do without making peace, 
stressing that “his name 
should be peace”. 

The Spiritual Director, 
who spoke when he led 
delegations of  Red Star Bel-
grade Football Club, Serbia 
and Antalyaspor Football 

Ugwuanyi remains most peaceful 
governor in Nigeria - Mbaka 

Club, Turkey, to the Gov-
ernment House, Enugu, on 
a courtesy visit to Governor 
Ugwuanyi, maintained that 
peace is in the governor’s 
nature and “peace is in his 
integrity”.

The Cleric informed the 
governor that the delega-
tions from Serbia and Tur-
key were “football Scouts 
who decided to use Enu--
gu State for their scouting 
activity”, adding that they 
came to Enugu on behalf  of  
Adoration Football Club. 

Rev. Fr. Mbaka disclosed 
that the youth of  the Adora -
tion Ministry who can play 
football are engaged in the 
sporting activity and stand 
the chance of  being picked 
to play international foot-
ball in their clubs in Serbia 

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma(5th right), the wife, Barr.( Mrs.) Chioma Uzodimma (4th right), Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo (5th left), Deputy Governor, Prof Placid Njoku and the wife, Dr. Bola (3rd & 4th left) and others as 
Chief Obasanjo cut the cake to mark his 85th birthday at the Banquet Hall, Government House Owerri on Tuesday.

and Turkey.
Also speaking, the Chief  

Executive Officer (CEO) of  
UDE Sports Management 
Limited, Uche Dominic 
Egbukwu who was appoint-
ed as the Sporting Direc-
tor of  Adoration Football 
Club, Enugu State (South 
East), commended Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for his peaceful 
disposition and uncommon 
leadership qualities. 

According to him, 

“Among all the eastern gov-
ernors, you (Ugwuanyi) are 
number one who don’t have 
any controversy. We re-
spect you and respect Enu-
gu State government. Here 
is a peaceful place, there is 
no problem of  security here 
and the people of  Enugu 
State love you”.

In his speech, the Sport-
ing Director and Chief  
Scouts, Red Star Belgrade 
Football Club, Serbia, Mr. 

Come out, vie for political
position, Anambra first 
lady urges women
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State First 
Lady, Dr. Mrs. Ebe-
lechukwu Obiano 

(Osodieme) has called on 
women in various places to 
stand up from their slumber 
and vie for political positions 
as relevant for the socio eco-
nomic, cultural, political and 
religious development of  the 
nation.

Osodieme disclosed this 
during he launching of  the 
book, titled ‘Ebelechukwu 
Obiano, Anambra’s First 
Lady of  the Grassroots’, writ-
ten by the Deputy Chief  Press 
Secretary to the Governor of  
Anambra State, Mr. Emeka 
Ozumba, on the celebration 
of  International Women’s 
Day, at Awka.

News Echo reports that the 
one hundred and eighty-three-
paged literature chronicles the 
life and achievements of  wife 

News Echo     Friday 11 - Saturday 12 March, 2022                                       Page 3

Milos, thanked Governor 
Ugwuanyi for the hospitali-
ty and for welcoming them, 
and expressed optimism that 
they will find many players 
in Enugu after the scouting 
activity. 

Responding, Governor 
Ugwuanyi welcomed the 
delegations to Enugu State 
and described their choice 
of  Enugu for the internation-
al sporting programme as a 
worthy decision.

The governor assured them 
of  his administration’s sup-
port, stressing that Enugu 
State is a peaceful state and 
has a lot of  talents who can 
add value to football world-
wide. 

“If  our people are discov-
ered, we will benefit a lot”, 
he said. Ugwuanyi therefore 
appreciated Rev. Fr. Mbaka 
and his team for the initiative 
of  promoting sports develop-
ment in the state and beyond.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
chieftain of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA) in 

Abia State, Chief  Chikwe 
Udensi has commended Jus-
tice Inyang Ekwo  of  Fed-
eral High Court, Abuja for 
ordering the sack of  Gover-
nor Dave Umahi of  Ebonyi 

State, his Deputy, Kelechi 
Igwe and some members of  
the State House of  Assem-
bly.

Justice Ekwo in his rul-
ing, said it was illegal and 
unconstitutional for Umahi, 
his deputy and the members 
of  Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly to defect to the 
APC after using PDP tickets 
to win elections in 2019.

Reacting to the ruling in 
Umuahia, Chief  Udensi 
advised Umahi, his Deputy 
and the sacked House of  As-
sembly members to toe the 
line of   honour by vacating 
their seats.

Udensi reasoned that po-
litical space in Nigeria need-
ed to be sanitised from its 
present condition.

He expressed dismay at 

of  the Governor of  Anambra 
State and the eight years of  
her husband’s administration.

Partitioned into eight sub-
titles, the piece also captures 
the charity journeys of  the 
governor’s wife, which has 
spanned across thirty years.

The book reviewer, a 
professor of  English at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
Awka, Ngozi Chuma-Udeh, 
said that Mr Ozumba, has 
plotted a perfect trajectory 
of  the governor’s wife’s life; 
a cumulative record of  her 
engagements in the past eight 
years.

She said that the book es-
pouses Dr. Obiano’s coura-
geous spirit, and x-rays her 
ability to multitask, including 
her willingness to try new ad-
ventures, a mindset that gave 
birth to CAFE in August, 
2014.

The book’s Chief  unveiler, 
Chief  Akai Egwuonwu in a 
remark, said that the piece is 
an important asset and urged 
everyone who want to get a 
comprehensive view of  the 
governor’s wife’s life to grab a 
copy of  the book.

The author of  the book, Mr 
Ozumba in an interview, said 
that it was necessary to keep a 
written history, to tell a story 
that would be recounted by 
generations of  what the gov-
ernor’s wife achieved during 
her husband’s time in office, 
as reference point for the fu-
ture.

Meanwhile, over trained 
one hundred and fifty young 
women were after the book 
presentation empowered with 
sewing Machines, Laptops, 
hair dressing kits with dryer 
among others, including cash 
gifts through the CAFE’s Pro-
ject.

Youth of Ben Simeon Synagogue charged on 
steadfastness, efficiency
By Ikenna Orioha

Y
ouths of  Ben Simeon 
Synagogue, Commu-
nity of  Hashem, Ow-

erri, have been charged to re-
main steadfast on the activities 
of  God while working effi-
ciently, selflessly for humanity 
with a view to achieving more 
success, peace, development, 
security and comfort in the 
society.

This charge was given by 
the Youth Leader, Ben Sim-
eon Synagogue, Osuagwu 
Jerry, when the youth cele-
brated their Weekly Activities 
and Thanksgiving on God’s 
goodness and mercy, held last 
week, at the Synagogue, Ow-

erri.
The Youth Leader stated 

that when worshippers of  
Yahweh work for God with 
their energy, in righteousness 
and sincerity, “with high level 
of  commitment”, they would 
live without trouble while suc-
ceeding in their efforts to grow 
the Sabbath, as well as win 
souls for Yahweh.

Appreciating the youth for 
their coordination, cordiality, 
activeness and contributions 
to the things of  God and hu-
manity, Osuagwu appreciated 
all members of  the Synagogue 
for their passion and crave for 
godliness.

In a homily, the Nation-
al Leader of  the Youth of  

Ben Simeon Community of  
Hashem Worldwide, Barr. 
Brother Isaac Nwankwo, 
urged the congregation to 
keep themselves holy while 
being in the House of  God 
which he said is filled with 
holiness, emphasising how a 
pure Israelite, Prophet Moses, 
stepped into a holy ground at 
Egypt barefooted, where God 
spoke to him, with fire burn-
ing and consuming no plant or 
animal, stressing on gratitude, 
love, preservation (documen-
tation) of  righteousness, firm 
purpose of  commerce (trad-
ing) and industry, saying God 
created humans to rejoice and 
praise Him always.

the dirty culture in Nige-
ria  politicians jettison their 
political parties  and their 
manifestos after using the 
mandates of  such parties to 
achieve their desires.

The APGA chieftain who 
is still bitter on the defection 
of  House of  Assembly mem-
bers in Abia State, regretted 
that such legislators aban-
doned APGA for other polit-
ical parties , in contravention 
of  the mandates they held.

He emphasised that  the 
culture of  mal- administra-
tion and political instability in 
the country would be check-
mated if  higher Courts  up-
held  Umahi and others’ sack.

“If  a University offers you 
scholarship, for instance, say 
university of  Nigeria Nsuk-
ka offers you scholarship to 
study medicine. You leave 
Nsukka and go to Abia State 
University and you expect the 
same university to to keep 
paying for your scholarship. It 
does nt work that way”, said 
Udensi.

Udensi’s  anger may  not 
be unconnected with the de-
fection of  about 12 member 
Abia State House members 
of  Assembly to other politi-
cal parties, after winning with 
APGA.

CORRECTION OF NAME
 
That I am known 
and addressed as 
NDUAGWUIKE JESSICA 
NGOZIKA. That I have 
processed my national 
identification card with 
same name above. That 
Ndu and Ngozi were 
originally written in my first 
bank account details and 
that Nduagwuike Jessica 
Ngozika is one and same 
person as above. That my full 
name is NDUAGWUIKE 
JESSICA NGOZIKA. The 
general public should note. 
  
Signed:
NDUAGWUIKE JESSICA 
NGOZIKA
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Editorial

International Women’s Day: 
Women contribution 
to Nigeria’s economy 
amidst bias to break
I

n developing countries like Nigeria, 
gender disparity is a significant cause 
of the high unemployment rate. The 

labour force participation rate of women 
in Nigeria today is 48.4%, in comparison 
to men at 59.9%. Nigeria is a country 
where the population of women and men 
is almost at par, yet men have upper hands 
over women. So, the gender gap in paid 
labour keeps driving poverty.

Women constitute 60% of the poorest 
people in Nigeria. Out of 87 million 
people living in extreme poverty, 62 
million are women. The COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as structural and 
systemic limitations at household and 
country levels keep restricting women 
and the economic growth of the nation.

Nigeria needs to address its slow 
economic growth via a feminist economy. 
A feminist economy emphasises well-
being for economic growth and will allow 
the removal of disparities along all the 
dimensions of gender. In Nigeria, gender 
equality and feminism have are more of 
a moral issue than an economic issue. 
Yet, research, including the International 
Monetary Fund’s working paper on 
Gender Equality and Economic Growth, 
shows that gender inequality and the 
marginalisation of the female labour 
force have economic outcomes.

To achieve a 23% growth in Gross 
Domestic Product by 2025, a shift towards 
a feminist economy will be essential for 
Nigeria. Gender equality is an investment 
in sustainable macroeconomic growth by 
the government. When the government 
establishes a feminist economy, the 
overall human capital development index 
of the country will improve. Another 
valuable contribution of equality to 
the economy will be getting better 
terms of trade inclusive of women’s 
participation. Gender-specific provisions 
in trade agreements can create more 
job opportunities by increasing the 
competitiveness of women-owned 
businesses and giving them room to 
participate in regional and global trade.

The government must address gender-
based violence, lack of education, girl 

child marriages, and female genital 
mutilation with greater seriousness as 
issues affecting women. Addressing 
these issues will result in having a more 
incredible pool of educated female labor 
force.  A gender-sensitive workforce must 
go hand in hand with policies that support 
gender parity in the labour market because 
even the small percentage of the educated 
female labour force still experience 
marginalisation, seclusion, unequal pay, 
and inability to access the same benefits 
that men have in the labour force.

Households must also play a vital role 
in Nigeria’s journey into the feminist 
economy. Instead of spending hours on 
childcare, cooking, and cleaning, women 
need to be compensated with paid care 
work. Care work in Nigeria doesn’t have 
to remain unpaid. The 4th Industrial 
Revolution has created more spaces in the 
emerging labour sector for care workers. 
With the care work sector set to increase 
demand, Nigeria can get ahead of the 
boom by creating new opportunities 
in paid care work for both men and 
women. Care work policies should either 
reduce the hours women spend in unpaid 
care work by equating it with men’s or 
eliminate unpaid care by developing 
strategies to integrate well-paying care 
jobs into Nigerian societies.

The truth is a society that neglects 
feminist economics will continue to 
emphasise the well-being of a select few 
individuals while ignoring the socio-
economic realities of the marginalised in 
low-income areas. Women in low-income 
areas continue to engage in activities 
termed drudgery. The acts of women 
fetching water and firewood to engage 
in productive economic activities were 
part of the culture of an underdeveloped 
patriarchal world. The government can 
ensure that basic amenities are provided 
at the household level to eliminate unpaid 
care work.

A feminist economy will be a well-
being economy where more value is placed 
on the vision of economic growth for the 
benefit of humanity rather than focusing 
on numbers as a predictor of growth.
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Understanding technological renaissance 
in Federal Polytechnic Nekede

T
here is a definitive wave of  
technological renaissance in 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 

under the inspirational leadership 
of  Engr Dr Michael Arimanwa 
FNSE, the 8th substantive Rector 
of  the institution. The renaissance 
is a period of  great re-awakening 
and rebirth which traces its roots to 
a time of  cultural and ideological 
rebirth of  the English people – 
happening a little after the Middle 
Ages. Right from the time he 
was handed the baton as Rector, 
Dr Arimanwa had understood 
the demands of  his job, hence 
he embarked on an ambitious 
institutional reform that has since 
remodelled and repositioned the 
polytechnic to an institution of  
excellence. 

Markedly, when the Rector 
declared from the beginning that he 
would make the institution globally 
visible, a lot of  people might have 
wondered how he was going to do 
so. But, the man of  few words but 
substantial action, knew what to 
do. The twin strategy he effectively 
deployed has worked wonders in 
the institution. First, he hit the 
ground running by collaborating 
with relevant agencies of  the 
government, both at the state 
and federal levels who made the 
institution accessible, thus saving 
it from the perennial challenge 
of  physical inaccessibility. More 
importantly, the Rector deployed 
the instrument of  technology to 
place the polytechnic on the global 
map. 

At the core of  this 
technological renaissance is 
research development. The poly 
chief  from the outset realized that 
great institutions, organizations 
and nations of  the world only 
made it to the top through a 
deliberate research development. 
With a robust awareness through 
workshops and seminars he 
organized for the staff  of  the 
polytechnic, the Rector took off  
on the noble path of  innovation. 
He made sure that the research 
drive he was initiating was not 
mechanistically done. Rather, he 
created a template to gauge the 
quantum of  what would be done 
and the result achieved. This 
was with the belief  that every 
research, whether qualitative 
or quantitative, should be goal-
driven to achieve desired results. 
Succinctly, therefore, the smart 
Rector saw that researches carried 
out in his institution were tied to 
specific indices of  development. 
As indicated elsewhere, Rector 
Arimanwa has through his clear 
and purposeful development 
agenda encapsulated in his 14-point 
agenda and 72-pronged target, 
achieved the three cardinal roles of  
a scholar or academic institution, 
which border on teaching, research 
and community service. 

Having spent tens of  years in 
the teaching profession and risen 
to the post of  Chief  Lecturer, the 
Rector may have realized that 

great educational heights are only 
propelled by research. A scholar 
who does not research well, may 
not be up-to-date with current 
research, reality or technique in his 
field of  endeavour. A purposeful 
research can remarkably lead 
to inventions and innovations 
that add value to a society. It is 
through his penchant for research 
that the Rector has revolutionized 
pedagogical processes in the 
polytechnic. Consequently, there 
is more emphasis on practical 
learning than theoretical education 
in the polytechnic. This marks a 
paradigm shift from the ineffectual 
and analogue ways to the pragmatic 
and plausible path of  learning. 

The targeted approach deployed 
in developing and equipping 
laboratories and workshops in the 
polytechnic under the Arimanwa 
administration has made practical 
learning interesting, exciting 
and relevant. The institutional 
reform in that aspect has made 
both lecturers and students to 
consciously key into the Rector’s 
concept of  what a modern 
polytechnic should be. Thankfully, 
the Rector’s Smart Campus 
revolution aimed at creating a 
100% ICT-enabled polytechnic 
has put everyone in the right 
direction – the way of  technology 
and innovation. Dramatically, the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede is 
on a smooth sail in a ship whose 
name is “Smart Campus, Centre 
of  Research and Technological 
Renaissance”. No one wishes to 
be left out of  this smooth-cruising 
ship whose destination is the 
domain of  academic excellence. 

Rector Arimanwa by this 
technological renaissance has 
instigated a scholars’ movement 
of  some sort, driven with a 
single-minded cause of  social 
development through research 
and technology. Today, the body 
language – a powerful non-verbal 
communicative cue - of  the smart 
Rector (as he is fondly called) 
bespeaks research, technology 
and innovation. Thus, any scholar 
who wishes to be familiar with the 
Rector would either be research-

oriented or technology-driven. This 
is a lucid and classic redefinition of  
leadership in an ivory tower. The 
prodigious quest to incentivize 
research made the Rector to access 
research grants from the Tertiary 
Education Trust Fund (TETFund). 
This has significantly made 
research activities attractive, thus, 
broadening the pace of  research 
development in the foremost 
institution higher learning.

Only last year, the management 
of  the Tertiary Education Trust 
Fund (TETFund) gave Engr 
Dr Michael Arimanwa an 
achievement award for his robust 
efforts at encouraging research 
and development in Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede. In the award 
event held at Transcorp Hilton, 
Abuja, the Executive Secretary 
of  the Fund, Prof  Suleiman Elias 
Bogoro, profusely commended the 
Rector for his resilience, creativity 
and commitment which made 
his institution a beneficiary of  
a significant chunk of  research 
funds available for polytechnics 
in Nigeria. It is noteworthy that it 
takes only a pragmatic leadership 
such as symbolized by the 
Arimanwa rectorship that could 
produce core researchers whose 
works stand the test of  time. It is 
gratifying that TETFund did not 
stop at garlanding the Rector, they 
also announced an investment of  
one billion naira in the polytechnic 
over the next five years. In 
addition, they declared the 
institution a Centre of  Excellence 
in Information Communication 
Technology (ICT).

Great deeds make bold imprints 
which history records for posterity. 
The ambitious Smart Campus 
Project of  the Rector which earned 
him the sobriquet “smart Rector” 
was delivered with precision. 
The Rector had embarked on the 
project to purely digitize activities 
in the institution, without seeking 
any accolades. But history took 
note of  it. Today, the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede has become a 
Centre of  Excellence in ICT, a feat 
that is laudable and noteworthy. 
Notably, the institution has not 

Similarly, the polytechnic 
under Rector Arimanwa is set 
to unveil a historic ultramodern 
furnace which can melt steel within 
fifteen minutes. The import of  this 
technological breakthrough is that 
the production of  motor spare 
parts and engine parts would be 
done with less time and effort. It is 
a major boost for the Engineering 
school of  the polytechnic as 
relevant practical sessions can be 
carried out with precision. Indeed, 
the institution is bent on producing 
skilled graduates at both ND and 
HND levels who would be great 
resources to the nation. Already, it 
is a well-known fact that students 
of  the Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
perform exceptionally in industrial 
attachments, making them stand 
out as graduates with great 
potentials. It is, therefore, beyond a 
cliché when it is said that “Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede leads while 
others follow of  they could.” 

There is also a remarkable 
breakthrough in Agricultural 
Technology as the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede makes 
veritable inventions in farm 
processing plants. Presently, the 
Rector would unveil a coconut 
dehusking plant which would 
be a huge relief  for commercial 
coconut farmers. It has been 
acclaimed that coconut farming 
is a highly profitable business 
where virtually every byproduct 
of  the plant has a commercial 
value. What the polytechnic has 
done, therefore, is to avail the 
nation with a technology that 
would improve the value-chain 
in coconut production. This a 
commendable step in boosting 
food security and assisting the 
nation combat poverty. There is 
also a rice destoning plant which is 
central to the processing of  rice in 
commercial quantity. Fortunately, 
this is coming at a time when the 
Federal Government is paying 
considerable attention to domestic 
rice production and its value- chain 
initiatives.

The spy-jet which the 
polytechnic invented would 
soon be unveiled to the world. 
This unmanned jet is built to 
fly to a projected region to take 
essential security survey and 
coordinates, the result of  which 
are sent to pragrammed agencies 
of  government. The spy-jet is a 
unique technological invention 
that is timely and relevant – at a 
time Nigeria and the rest of  the 
world grapple with remote and 
immanent security challenges. It 
was Nelson Mandela that stated 
that education is a powerful 
tool with which to change the 
world. The polytechnic under Dr 
Arimanwa is indeed deploying 
practical education to change the 
world. Fundamentally, sustainable 
education is reinforced and 
underpinned by research. This is 
the ultimate key with which Engr 
Dr Michael Chidiebere Arimanwa 
has propelled technological 
renaissance in Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede.   God bless the smart 
Rector!

Opinion 

By Ugochukwu Iwuji only computerized procedures 
in registration, screening and 
administration, it has also 
integrated computer-based exams 
in its test procedures. What this 
implies is that ICT compliance 
in the polytechnic is no longer 
a matter of  choice but culture. 
Thus, Dr Arimanwa envisions a 
polytechnic where technological 
inventions would naturally give the 
institution a global identity.

Today, the Federal Polytechnic 
under Rector Arimanwa, has 
just invented an electric car. This 
car is the end-product of  the 
aggressive research development 
the Rector instigated in the 
institution. This car is unique in 
many ramifications. It does not 
utilize fossil fuel which leads to 
the pollution and degradation of  
the ecosystem. In other words 
the electric car invented by the 
polytechnic is eco-friendly. In an 
era where Environmental Studies 
and consciousness are taking a 
centre stage, it is commendable 
that the polytechnic has come 
to add impetus to ecological 
consciousness. The duo of  Cheryll 
Glofelty and Harold Fromm who 
propounded the Ecocritical Theory 
must be happy with the Arimanwa 
led administration for promoting 
eco-sanctity. It is commendable 
also that the electric car does not 
have an engine. This essentially 
makes it easy to maintain, making 
it ideal for low-income earners in 
any economy. Users would not 
therefore have to worry about 
engine parts and maintenance. 
Again, they may not have to worry 
about the source of  energy to 
power the vehicle as it uses a solar 
panel which charges the battery 
that powers the vehicle. More 
importantly, the car is noiseless, 
a quality that reinforces its 
environmental friendliness.  This 
is an invention with a difference, 
indeed. 

Since news about the invention 
of  the electric car broke out, there 
has been a frenzy of  some sort 
among media houses who besiege 
the polytechnic to see the unique 
and take a ride. The Rector in 
his wisdom has promised to take 
the vehicle to an international 
innovation centre in Lagos 
to further showcase it to the 
world.  According to him, “The 
polytechnic will take this project 
to Inov-8 hub which is connected 
to Skill G Innovation Centre 
Abuja, where potential investors 
from all over the world could see 
it and invest heavily on it. From 
there, the Federal Government 
through the Ministry of  Science 
and Technology can take it over 
and enlist it in the budget. ” 
Remarkably, materials used in 
manufacturing the vehicle were 
almost sourced locally, making 
it first Nigerian electric car with 
considerable measure of  local 
content. It is hoped that the needed 
support and partnership would 
be garnered soon to produce the 
car in commercial units. Indeed, 
it is a new dawn for science and 
technology at FedPoNek!

Since news about the invention of the electric 
car broke out, there has been a frenzy of 

some sort among media houses who besiege 
the polytechnic to see the unique and take a 
ride. The Rector in his wisdom has promised to 
take the vehicle to an international innovation 

centre in Lagos to further showcase it to the 
world.  According to him, “The polytechnic 
will take this project to Inov-8 hub which is 

connected to Skill G Innovation Centre Abuja, 
where potential investors from all over the 

world could see it and invest heavily on it. From 
there, the Federal Government through the 

Ministry of Science and Technology can take it 
over and enlist it in the budget.

“

“
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O
h Lord, l thank 
you for the grace 
to see the light of  

today. May the name of  
the Lord be praised for His 
faithfulness and mercies 
upon our lives. We thank 
God again for seeing us 
through in our individual 
challenges. It can only be 
God! 

From now till Easter, we 
should understand that our 
life style must be checked to 
see whether it is in line with 
Christ manner.  We are the 
children of  God therefore 
we ought to behave like 
our father in heaven.  In 
this period of  lent, we 
should be mindful of  our 
daily deeds and actions . 
The associations we keep, 
the type of  discussion we 
engage ourselves and how 
we react to issues raised 
around us. Yes, l know we 
cannot be 100% righteous 
but with our little efforts to 
do things right, God will 
help us to smile at last. I am 
convinced that life is 10% 
what happens to us and 90% 
how we react to it. I found 
out that our problems are 
not our problem, the real 
problem is our reaction to 
the problems. That is, our 
mind-set, our attitude to 
things of  life. Yes, no doubt 
life is quite challenging, 
however our God is able to 
deliver us from them all. Let 
us learn to make deliberate 
decisions to make every 
day of  our lives a great day. 
God please help us never to 
react negatively but to have 
a positive reaction always. 

Do you know that 
sometimes, one can decide 
not to respond to your 
greetings, and from your 
side you don’t have any 
problems or any grudges 
against such a person. In 
fact, in all, l have found 
out that one cannot achieve 
anything good except 
through Christ. First, 
present the case to God 

in prayer, then approach 
the person physically and 
politely. Ask the person 
why he is not responding 
to your greetings, go ahead 
and ask him where you 
offended him, that you are 
ready to ask for forgiveness. 
When you do this, my sister 
l tell you, the God whom 
you told first will cause the 
person to open up. And 
it will surprise you that, 
the grudge is nothing but 
basically on things being 
discussed behind you.

 Naturally some people 
can talk just to tarnish 
the image of  another. Be 
focused in life and follow 
things rightly knowing very 
well that God sees all the 
open and secret discussions 
of  men. Don’t engage 
yourself  with idle talk, the 
bible condemns it.

Try all your best to love 
your fellow human beings, 
even the ones you know 
very well that hate you with 
passion. Your behavior 
to the person should tell 
him that he is not existing, 
making sure you don’t have 
anything against him. 

Avoid transfer of  
aggression. Whenever one 
hurts you, politely speak to 
him, pointing out where and 
how he offended you. And 
be ready to forgive and let 

go. We have no reason not 
to forgive one another. This 
is because you and l cannot 
be referred as righteous. So 
in the same manner our 
God in heaven is forgiving 
our trespasses should also 
be the way and manner we 
should be able to forgive 
others. Forgiving will free 
us from heart attack and 
it will grant us peace and 
further make us to be friends 
of  Jesus Christ. When one 
refuses to forgive others, the 

person is just over burdening 
himself  and he will succeed 
in imprisoning himse lf. 
Speak nicely to people and 
in return, joy and gladness 
will become your name.

 Whenever one is madly 
shouting at you with anger, 
my sister calm down and 
don’t react yet. An angered 
man is partially a mad man. 
Do you want to be reacting 
with a mad man?  Oh no, it 
doesn’t match!!!  Just cool 
down and don’t talk back at 
him, sooner or later he will 
come back to his senses, and 
by so doing you have passed 
the test. Sometimes, the 
only time l gain something 
from my husband is after 
his shouting and screaming 
at me or our children, and l 
have taught my children not 
to react or to talk back to an 
angered person, within 10 
minutes later, my husband 
will call me and asked me, 
“What was that l was telling 
him to get either for me or 
our children”, and he will 
give it to me. This is because 
l was calm and cool during 
the heating period. Though 
it’s not easy sometimes 

seeing someone screaming 
and shouting at you when 
actually you may be right in 
the issue at hand.  

This brings up the word 
wisdom, in the life of  a 
child of  God. In this Lenten 
season, let us pray for the 
spirit of  God which passes 
all understanding. The 
word wisdom will help you 
to know when and when 
not to do things. Sirach 4 
verses 11 to 19 tells us that, 
Wisdom takes care of  those 
who look for her. She the 
(Wisdom) raises them (you 
and I) to greatness. And 
whoever loves wisdom loves 
life itself. In the 19th verse, 
it concludes by saying that, 
“But if  you go astray, she 
(wisdom) will abandon you 
and let you go to your own 
ruin”.  Truly the Wiseman 
is to be honoured.

 Therefore, in our 
dealings this Lenten season, 
we should apply the spirit of  
wisdom to enable us excel 
progressively, Amen. 

There are many ways 
to carry your cross, when 
people wrongly accused 
you of  something you did 
not do, you are bearing 
your cross. When people 
intentionally gossip about 
you without your reacting 
negatively towards them, 
you are bearing your cross. 
Remember when Abraham 
left his people, he was 
bearing his cross. When 
Moses had to stay for 40 
years as refugee in God’s 
school of  Adversity, he was 
bearing his cross. Check 
great men around you, they 
must have passed through 
one stage of  cross before 
getting to their throne. My 
darling sister, l assure you, 
as you diligently carry your 
cross with heart of  patience, 
no disaster will strike you, 
no violence will come near 
your home, Amen.  And as 
you carry your cross with 
determination, devil and his 
cohorts get mad when they 
see you laugh. Therefore I 
urge you to laugh now, let 
us laugh out all worries and 
burdens of  life. 

Carry your cross and wear 
your crown

I am convinced that life is 10% what 
happens to us and 90% how we react to it. 
I found out that our problems are not our 
problem, the real problem is our reaction 
to the problems. That is, our mind-set, our 

attitude to things of life. Yes, no doubt life is 
quite challenging, however our God is able 

to deliver us from them all. Let us learn to 
make deliberate decisions to make every 
day of our lives a great day. God please 
help us never to react negatively but to 

have a positive reaction always.

Avoid transfer of aggression. 
Whenever one hurts you, politely 

speak to him, pointing out where and 
how he offended you. And be ready 

to forgive and let go. We have no 
reason not to forgive one another. 

This is because you and l cannot be 
referred as righteous. So in the same 

manner our God in heaven is forgiving 
our trespasses should also be the 

way and manner we should be able 
to forgive others. Forgiving will free 

us from heart attack and it will grant 
us peace and further make us to 

be friends of Jesus Christ. When one 
refuses to forgive others, the person is 
just over burdening himself and he will 
succeed in imprisoning himself.  Speak 
nicely to people and in return, joy and 

gladness will become your name.
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pretty facial features, the 
perfect bone structure, a 
small nose and lips fitted for 
her face. 

She has a great body 
Osas has given birth, but 

you can barely tell from her 
body. She has a flat tummy 
and the appropriate curves 
that every Nigerian mother 

Osas has also been a 
beauty queen; she won the 
Miss Black USA pageant in 
2010. 

Why is she a strong 
contender for Nigeria's 
sexiest woman? 

She is exceptionally 
beautiful 

Undoubtedly, Osas has 

will love to have. 
She has sex appeal 
The thing about sex 

appeal is that you cannot 
pinpoint why it is there, you 
just know it is and Osas got 
it. 

Bold to say she is the 
millennial Genevieve Nnaji. 

sariemen Ighodaro 

Owas born in New 
York, United States 

of  America in 1990. She 
erupted into the limelight in 
Nigeria when she hosted of  
the famed Maltina Dance 
All show. Since then she has 
acted in many movies and 
won numerous awards. 

iane Russet is an De x - B B N 
h o u s e m a t e , 

actress and entrepreneur. 
When we say black is 
beautiful, we are talking 
about Diane. Here are five 
times Diane mesmerized us 
with her beauty, 

Diane Ross? 
Diane Ross or Diane 

Russet? She could have had 
us fooled. She went full 
peng girl mood in this full 
natural hair and brown on 
brown skin truly never 

looked so good. 
Shine shine baby 
Her edges are laid, her 

gown is glistening, you have 
to give it up for Diane., 

Hair goals 
There is something 

about a black girl with full 
hair. Diane is gorgeous in 
this picture. 

Bone straight 
Diane looks soft and 

gorgeous in black, that wig 
is as straight as a bone too. 

Gorgeous! 
Braids and glow 
There is something 

about a black woman in 
long braids. A certain glow 
and Diane is glowing in this 
picture. 

Beauty inspiration: Osas Ighodaro is one of the sexiest
women in Nigeria, here's why;

Pictures that prove Diane Russet is peng
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Why Nigerians will 
sell their votes
T

he 2023 elections are 
getting closer and this 
is the period Nigerians 

decide who they serve for 
four years. The parties play 
games internally and have 
often brought out their 
games externally to win 
elections. While these games 
may or may not sway us, we 
will take a look at some sets 
of  Nigerians and why they 
sell their votes. Hopefully, 
after going through this 
piece, you will stand firm on 
true political and leadership 
values. And even if  you are 
offered a seat at Aso Rock — 
the Presidential Villa— you 
will stand firm, protecting 
not only yourself  but also 
posterity just like the great 
Olumo Rock.

The first set of  people who 
sell their votes are those who 
do not vote. The reason may 
be due to fear of  election 
violence, lack of  Permanent 
Voter Card or outright 
boycott leading to a rise in 
voter apathy. These people 
believe that their votes are 
meaningless and that it is 
safer to stay at home than 
to risk losing their property 
or, worse, their lives. Voter 
apathy is usually seen with 
the ratio of  actual voters 
compared with the registered 
voters.

People who do not have 
their PVCs are indirectly 
selling their votes. It has now 
become an everyday song 
to resonate in people’s ears 
when elections are near to 
get their PVCs. Until a more 
severe change is seen, those 
who see no use in getting 
their PVCs will always 
contribute to the crop of  bad 
leaders that emerge.

Some people also 
massively boycott elections, 
especially in the eastern part 
of  the country, as seen during 
the last major elections. 
These people had a strong 
message they wanted to 
pass, but it indirectly gave 
away their votes because 
the approach lacked a clear 
path to political change. The 
primary stated reasons are 
inequalities faced and felt 
marginalization. While this 

is arguably true, an election 
boycott may not be the best 
way to resolve this conflict.

The second set of  people 
directly sells their votes. 
Some people’s price may be 
foodstuff  like rice, bread, 
garri and so on. How then can 
a nation arise when we have 
people sell their votes for rice? 
Some even sell it for urgent 
2k or less. In all honesty, the 
hunger and poverty levels 
in some families can be so 
demeaning that they will not 
think deeply. Apart from this 
touching but not genuine 
reason, I also blame it on a 
societal problem of  Nigerians 
wanting instant gratification, 
these we see with numerous 
Ponzi schemes, internet 
fraud, money rituals, and low 
investment in agriculture.

The people who will still 
sell their votes based on 
ethnic and religious biases 
is another painful third set. 
Nigerians must begin to look 
beyond these affiliations 
(ethnic and spiritual) to get 
the right leaders. For everyone 
has reasons for making 
political decisions. Mine and 
yours may not be the money 
the politicians or their parties 
may offer. We should then 
also put away our religious 
and ethnic emotions to build 
good leadership values, just 
as experts opined.

The Independent National 

Electoral Commission, 
together with the Federal 
Government, must set 
adequate resources to ensure 
security during elections. 
The people must be secure if 
we want to guarantee more 
voters. INEC should even 
start setting themselves up to 
be capable of  also conducting 
E-Voting. Online voting will 
give people an alternative, 
especially in places with high 
rates of  election violence, but 
it will also provide a chance 
for those in the diaspora who 
are willing to vote. These 
people are major financial 
contributors to the economy 
and should also be allowed to 
exercise their civic rights.

Representatives and 
senators from the eastern 
side of  the country should 
band together to speak out 
against any injustices that 
their constituents may be 
facing. Also, the southern 
and northern delegates must 
recognize that silence in 
the face of  injustice is an 
agreement, and if  we do not 
speak out against disparities, 
the table may swing.

It will be nearly 
impossible for us to sell our 
votes if  we build our beliefs 
around honest leadership 
belief  systems. Instead, we’ll 
raise our voices in support 
of  appropriate candidates. 
You will rightly ask, how 

can the right candidate 
be determined? The right 
candidate isn’t necessarily 
the perfect person– no one is. 
He is a person whose vision 
stems from selfless service to 
move his society positively 
no matter their challenges. 
Usually, this person has a 
track record of  serving in 
this capacity. We need to do 
our thorough research not 
to be easily swayed by the 
fame and financial carrying 
capacity of  a candidate or 
political party.

One way I also envisage 
a change is for influential 
celebrities to use their 
influence in making their 
younger and older fans see 
reasons for the need to get 
their PVCs and be more 
politically informed. If  they 
are willing, free concerts can 
be hosted where apart from a 
subsidized or no gate fee, the 
PVC will be enough to gain 
entry. The great Fela Kuti 
might have done something 
like this as he always used his 
music to voice out politically.

So, we see that many 
Nigerians fall into either of 
the three categories, and I 
will be glad if  you fall into 
none. Even if  we fall into 
any of  the above categories, 
there is still enough time to 
reassess our stance and do 
our individual little but right 
things to rebuild our values as 
a nation. The pains we pass 
through with poor leadership 
are enough, and it is time to 
take the initiative and offer 
more substantial hopes to the 
next generation. The goal is 
for posterity to witness one 
of  the most accessible and 
most developed nations on 
earth.

Even though, the queues 
at PVC collection centres 
may be exhausting. It is 
pertinent that we all get our 
PVCs because it is one of  our 
paths to experiencing true 
leadership and freedom. We 
should also encourage those 
around us to do the same 
without any form of  force 
or coercion. At the same 
time, we must make solemn 
decisions to give our votes to 
those who deserve it because 
all developed systems of 
the world have been led by 
visionaries.

The first set of people 
who sell their votes 
are those who do 

not vote. The reason 
may be due to fear of 
election violence, lack 

of Permanent Voter 
Card or outright boycott 
leading to a rise in voter 
apathy. These people 
believe that their votes 
are meaningless and 
that it is safer to stay 
at home than to risk 

losing their property or, 
worse, their lives. Voter 
apathy is usually seen 
with the ratio of actual 
voters compared with 
the registered voters.

People who do not have 
their PVCs are indirectly 

selling their votes. It 
has now become 

an everyday song to 
resonate in people’s ears 
when elections are near 
to get their PVCs. Until a 
more severe change is 
seen, those who see no 
use in getting their PVCs 
will always contribute to 
the crop of bad leaders 

that emerge.

“

By Adetola Babalola



World kidney Day:  
Keep your kidneys 
healthy - physician 
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Onitsha Road Industrial Layout 
can increase Imo’s IGR

I
f  the state government 
led by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma makes efforts 

to revamp and bring to 
functionality the Onitsha 
Road Industrial Layout, 
the Internally Generated 
Revenue (IGR) would have 
increased astronomically in 
a short while. 

 News Echo, reports that 
the state government can 
create wealth by reviving 
the Onitsha Road industrial 
layout for therein according 
to him, lies the all round 
development of  the state.

In the event that the 
place becomes functional, 
the arrival of  investment will 
shoot up the IGR and create 
unimaginable wealth arising 
from multiplier effects 
location of  Owerri makes 
it so strategic that every 
serious industrialist will like 
to have an industry in Imo. 
“Imo is centrally located 
between Aba, Portharcourt, 
Umuahia, Onitsha, it is 
so central that anything 
you produce, the market is 
within you. He added that 
due to the infrastructural 
problem, where the layout 
is almost desolate, industries 
find it difficult to situate their 
companies in Imo.

News Echo reports that 
initially, there was about 52 

industries in the Onitsha 
Road industrial layout, but 
due to bad roads into the 
layout, the place doesn’t 
even have upto 12 functional 
industries today. There’s 
no road, no light, no single 
government presence. The 
industries have to provide 
their own security”. There’s 
so much disservice in the 
area, no incentive to attract 
investors in the layout, 

especially that about over 200 
plots have not yet developed 
for investors to come in.

When News Echo Editors 
conducted a tour of  the area, 
it discovered that major 
industries have moved away 
to other states because of  
dearth of  infrastructure.

News Echo reports that 
any serious government 
that wants to provide jobs, 
market, reduce the youth 

restiveness must first of  all 
provide industries upon 
which income can come 
into the state, adding that 
one cannot talk about 
development of  a state 
when there are no serious 
industries operating in the 
State and taking the teeming 
youths out of  the streets of  
crime.

News Echo discovered 
that if  the gas at Izombe 

is brought to the industrial 
layout that can provide 
power to the place, the 
layout will become beehive 
of  activities. Imo cannot be 
said to be developed until 
the state goes into industrial 
revolution.  “Building of  
roads is not enough to say 
a state is developing, it is 
only production driven by 
functionality of  working 
industries.

Akabogu, Chioke, Ozobialu, others receive Anambra highest award

F
or distinguishing them-
selves under Chief  
Willie Obiano’s admin-

istration, member represent-
ing Nnewi North, Nnewi 
South and Ekwusigo Federal 
Constituency in House of  
Representatives, Engr. Chris 
Emeka Azubogu, Chairman 
Anambra State Investiment, 
Promotion Protection Agen-
cy (ANSPPA) and also the 
Group Managing Director 
Afri Invest West Africa Plc, 
Prince Ike Chioke, and mem-
ber, Anambra State House of  
Assembly, representing Nne-
wi South 1 Constituency and 
Chairman, House of  Assem-
bly’s Committee on Diaspo-
ra Matters, Indigenous Art-
works, Culture and Tourism, 
Hon Sonny Ozobialu (Mil-
imalugo Foundation) were 
on Wednesday conferred 
with the commander award.

The event also heralded 
the inauguration of   the ten 
thousand capacity seater of  
the Anambra International 
Convention Center, Awka for 
public use by the Governor.

Including, a one hundred 
and eighty-four paged, 
fifteen chapters book titled 
“Akpokuedike, Duty Call in 
Anambra”, authored by Mr. 
Ike Chioke was also unveiled 
at the main auditorium 
accommodating other 
features and amenities like 
banquet halls, offices, and 
stalls, among others.

Our Correspondent who 
covered the event noted 
that the Award has three 
state categories of  medal 
awards to over two hundred 

distinguished personalities. 
The awards, from the highest 
to lowest included Anambra 
State Grand Commander 
Medal, Anambra State 
Commander Medal, and 
Anambra State Merit 
awards to key stakeholders 
individuals who have 
contributed immensely to 
the growth of  Anambra.

Speaking at the event, 
Governor Willie Obiano 
while performing the 
ceremony recalled and 
appreciated the support he 
enjoyed from Ndi Anambra 
and beyond. He explained 
that the medals were 
authorized by the Anambra 
State Honours Law (1995), 
and urged the recipients 
and the public to proudly 
utilise the titles as they were 
respectively backed by the 
law.

Chairman Anambra 
State Investment, Promotion 
Protection Agency 
(ANSPPA) and also the 
Group Managing Director 
Afri Invest West Africa 
Plc, Prince Ike Chioke, the 
author, noted the book was 
written like a story book 
which was borne out of  
research from his hometown 
at Aguleri on how he grew 
up and established himself  
in the banking industries. 

Adding, member repre-
senting Nnewi North, Nne-
wi South and Ekwusigo Fed-
eral Constituency in House 
of  Representatives, Engr. 
Chris Emeka Azubogu ap-
preciating the honour done, 
the lawmaker christened 
‘Mr. Project’ on account of  
his unprecedented legislative 
project interventions across 
the state, explained that “I 

am in politics to contribute 
my little quota to the so-
cio-economic development 
of  our dear state and society 
at large. Though this honour 
from my State Governor 
came to me as a pleasant 
surprise, as I never expected 
one, it is an honour that I’ll 
cherish for a long time. I, 
therefore, dedicate the hon-
our to all striving to see our 
society develop rapidly”.

Member, Anambra State 
House of  Assembly, repre-
senting Nnewi South 1 Con-
stituency and Chairman, 

House of  Assembly’s Com-
mittee on Diaspora Mat-
ters, Indigenous Artworks, 
Culture and Tourism, Hon 
Sonny Ozobialu (Milimalu-
go Foundation) thanked 
Governor Willie Obiano for 
the award while praying for  
better development of  Ndi 
Anambra.

Professor Osita Ogbu 
who reviewed the book 
disclosed that the creative 
partnership between the 
State and the private sector 
helped transform the State 
beyond expectation in all 

We’ll not back out till 5 
gender bills are rescinded 
- FIDA chairperson

T
he Chairperson of  International 
Federation of  Female Lawyers (FIDA), 
Imo state chapter, Ms Ndidi Anike said 

that despite the fact  the National Assembly 
has rescinded three gender bills about women, 
the development is not enough unless the five 
bills are incorporated.

She disclosed this while speaking to 
Newsmen in Owerri. Anike disclosed that the 
constitution of  the country does not support 
discrimination of  any gender by the reason of  
gender, occupation, religion amongst others, 
hence the need to say no to the outrage of  
NASS rejecting bills.

She said women need to break barriers 
and some factors limiting them from making 
impacts especially in leadership position. 
She noted that “we need to break the 
barrier of  gender inequality that has held us 
down socially, psychological, emotionally, 
financially which stem from customs and 
traditions, adding that women are struggling 
that is why we need to break the bias”.

She stated that the theme of  the women’s 
day celebration which is gender equality for 
a sustainable development is stressing that 
women should live above their limitations 
and maximize the potentials as she noted 
that women are empowered, organized and 
by nature, can do lots of  things and can still 
occupy leadership positions. “We need to 
move this country forward and this can be 
done if  everyone is accorded the rights and 
respect that is accruable to them’. She stated.

A
s the world marks world kidney 
day, a consultant, physician and a 
Nephrologist, Dr. Ngoka Stanley 

has warned people against doing things 
that could affect the kidney and possibly 
lead to kidney failure.

He stated this during an event to mark 
the world kidney day celebration held at 
Federal Medical Center Owerri. Ngoka, 
disclosed that the kidney plays a huge  
role in how other organs functions. He 
said “the kidney is a body filter, it removes 
waste, it ensures blood pressure and blood 
level remain normal, it makes the bone 
strong through Vitamin E metabolism 
amongst other functions”

He stressed that people should increase 
their water intake, reduce much alcohol, 
reduce salt intake, minimize spicy food, 
eating of  oily foods and check their blood 
pressure and sugar level regularly.

He enumerated the causes of  kidney 
failure such as hypertension, diabetes, 
prostrate diseases, fibroid in women, 
abuse of  medicine especially herbal 
medicine that contains toxins and high 
level of  cholesterol. He also revealed that 
there could be inherited causes like people 
born premature.

He maintained that people should 
present themselves for check-up early, 
noting that that kidney failure is not a 
death sentence and can be managed if  
detected early.

He stated that people with renal 
disease should do regular dialysis or 
kidney transplant and become normal 
again, saying that a transplanted kidney 
can stay up to 10- 15 yrs.

He however decried non-availability 
of  funds for people who can’t afford 
the cost, and called on the government 
and humanitarian organizations to 
support those affected to get the needed 
treatments.

He also urged people to access the 
National Health Insurance Scheme as it 
takes care of  4-6 dialysis as he lamented 
that lots of  persons have lost their lives as 
they could not afford cost of  dialysis.

ramifications. He added 
that it was a well researched 
Biography that touched every 
aspect of  the governor from 
childhood to adulthood, and 
urged all to obtain and read 
at least a copy.

Former Commonwealth 
Secretary-General and 
Chairman on the Occasion 
Chief  Emeka Anyaoku 
while extolling the Governor 
Obiano for his action and 
history, described him as one 
of  the leaders that Nigeria 
has ever had.

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

IWD: Aspire to be on top, Bishop Ezeugo tells women

A
s the world marked 
its International 
Women’s Day 

celebration, the President 
and the General Overseer 
of  Overcomers Christian 
Mission. Bishop Francisca 
Ezeugo has told women all 
over the world to break the 
barriers and aspire to be on 
top in any sphere of  life.

Bishop Ezeugo who spoke 
to News Echo in Owerri 
disclosed that women should 
not be limited by their gender 
but should live up to their 
potentials. She maintained 
that women can be the head 
in any position if  they are 
qualified for such position, 
stating that gone are the days 
when women are disregarded 
because of  their gender.

“God created women with 
a potential, aspire higher, the 

capacity of  your intelligence 
will help you to go higher, 
aspire to be the head in any 
position, you can be the head 
basedf  on how you work 
hard”. She noted that women 
should rise above the negative 
labels tagged on them.

“God uses women to break 
barriers even some things 
the men cannot do just like 
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo Iweala 
and other notable women 
occupying so many elective 
positions in different spheres 
of  life”.

She said “Women are 
specially created as an outfit 
of  God’s creation made to 
be used by both God and 
men, they are favour carriers, 
crowns to their husbands, 
no man is complete except 
a women is by her side”. 
“The woman is a blessing to 
the nation, women produce 
kings, president, without a 
woman there is no nation”, 

she stated.
She maintained that the 

headship of  a man in a family 
according to the Bible does 
not include denying women 
their right to be a leader or 
the head in her working place 
business or in any political 
position.

She stated that “women 
are performing well in every 
position they find themselves 
even places where men cannot 
go, women break the barrier 
and lead in those places”.

She stated that women 
should not shy away from  
politics and  disabuse their 
minds that politics is reserved 
only for the men noting that 
every woman can become 
whatever she desires in life 
through prayers and hard 
work. She therefore enjoined 
all women to take the centre 
stage in their profession and 
live to their full potentials as 
God has made them.

By Grace Ofurum 

By Chigozie Uzosike

Governor of Anambra State, Chief Dr Willie Obiano with Stakeholders during the book-launch, Award 
presentation and inauguration of the Int’l Conference Centre Awka, on Wednesday.

By Grace Ofurum 

By Grace Ofurum 
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emocracy is a system Dof  government by the 
whole population or 

all the eligible members of  a 
state, typically through elected 
representatives. Simply put; it 
is government of  the people, by 
the people and for the people. 
It would suffice to say that it 
hasn't been the case in Nigeria 
since Olusegun Obasanjo 
b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t 
democratically elected civilian 
president in 1999 after Shehu 
Shagari 20 years prior in 1979. 
Nigeria has been riddled with 
c o r r u p t i o n ,  v o t e r 
manipulation and electoral 
disorientation dating back to 
the first military coup in 1966 
by General Aguiyi-Ironsi who 
took advantage of  an initial 
failed coup by a group of  army 
o f f i c e r s  l e d  b y  M a j o r 
Chukwuma Nzeogwu which 
the nation has yet to recover 
from. 

With the 2023 general 
elections fast approaching and 
campaigns ringing in the ears 
of  its citizens, Nigerians 

should wake up and realize the 
mischievous and obvious 
bogus lies by said politicians 
who have since abandoned 
democracy for kleptocracy. 
During electoral campaigns, 
politicians promise heaven and 
earth to win over the votes of  
the masses that troop en mass 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h o i c e 
candidates. These promises 
are nothing but basic amenities 
like good motorable roads, 
c l ean  p ipe -bor ne  wate r, 
reformed education, quality 
healthcare, employment for 
youths and so on; these should 
be made readily available by 
any seating government as 
instituted in chapter two of  the 
Nigerian Constitution. More 
often than not, 80% of  the 
political offices seekers wheel 
off  from these promises and 
sought to enrich their pockets 
while others are applauded for 
executing their constitutional 
obligations which in some 
cases is an election tactic for 
another four-year stay in office. 
Needless to say that Nigerians 

have fallen so behind that we 
are easily deceived and gullible 
to the lies the politicians keep 
recycling. We need to take a 
stand, vote for the right people 
without fear or favour.

Growing up, we were told 
by teachers from primary 
school: You are the leaders of  
tomorrow. Over 20 years into 
the 21st century and we are still 
being told same lies. The 
current president of  Nigeria, 
Muhammadu Buhari who is 
the 7th and 15th president of  
the nation first as military head 
of  state from 1983-1985 and in 
2015 till date, is 79 years old 
currently in the U.K for 
'medical checkup' which he 
undergoes on a regular basis 
leaving his vice, Prof  Yemi 
Osinbajo, at the helm of  affairs 
mostly when the nation is 
rocked with crisis. Before him 
was Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 
who holds the record for the 
youngest  democrat ica l ly 
elected at 53 years (which rules 
him out as a youth). Jonathan 
became president after the 

d e m i s e  o f  U m a r  M u s a 
Yar'adua in 2010 and took part 
in the elections of  2011 where 
he emerged victorious but was 
usurped by Muhammadu 
Buhari in 2015. Yar'adua was 
elected in 2007 before his death 
in 2010. Olusegun Obasanjo 
won the 1999 general elections 
at the age of  62. During the 
2 0 0 3  e l e c t i o n s,  c u r r e n t 
p r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari contested and lost to 
Obasanjo who came back for a 
second term in office. Albeit, 
there have been bills in the 
National Assembly for the 
inclusion of  youths to run for 
political offices which came to 
light in last general elections of  
2019 where the likes Omoyole 
Sowore (a  human r ights 
activist and pro democracy 
campaigner) aged 47 years, 
Kingsley Moghalu (a former 
deputy governor of  the central 
bank of  Nigeria) aged 53 years, 
Fela Durotoye (a business 
consultant and leadership 
expert) at 45 years all declared 
interests for the presidential 

seat. On Thursday 24 January 
2019, Fela Durotoye took to 
h i s  T w i t t e r  h a n d l e 
commending Oby Ezekwesili 
for leading the frontier of  
building a formidable coalition 
and presenting a Consensus 
Cand ida te  fo r  the  2019 
Presidential elections. He 
f u r t h e r  e x p r e s s e d  h i s 
willingness to support the 
candidacy of  a Consensus 
candidate chosen from among 
the f ront l ine  a l ter nat ive 
candidates, which include Fela 
Durotoye, Omoyele Sowore & 
Kingsley Moghalu through a 
transparent electoral process if  
he did not emerge as the 
Consensus candidate in the 
forthcoming election. Prior to 
this consensus was a Coalition 
between the Young progressive 
party and the Alliance for New 
Nigeria which was to be 
known as “The Force”.  

In 2019, a former vice 
president under Olusegun 
Obasanjo, Atiku Abubakar 
with Peter Obi (a former 
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governor of  Anambra State) as 
his running mate lost the 
p re s iden t i a l  e l ec t ion  to 
i n c u m b e n t  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari by over 3 
million votes. They appealed 
at the Supreme Court and 
described the election as the 
“worst in Nigeria's democratic 
history."  Thinking it would be 
the last we see of  him in 
Nigerian elections till he 
declared for office again for the 
2023 presidential elections 
under the umbrella of  Peoples' 
Democratic Party. 

Recently, former governor 
of  Lagos State, Bola Tinubu 
after much speculation from 
different quarters also declared 
for the office of  the president 
while also stating “I have 
informed the President of  my 
ambit ion but  I  have not 
informed Nigerians yet, I am 
still consulting. And I have no 
problem consulting. And I've 
n o t  s e t  a  p a r a m e t e r  o f  
limitation to the extent of  how 
many people I will consult.

“You will soon hear. All 
you want  to  hear  is  the 
categorical declaration. You've 

gotten that truth from me that I 
have informed Mr President of  
my ambition, and you don't 
expect more answers than 
that,” he said.  Speaking 
further; “I'm out to become 
President of  Nigeria. No 
intimidation, no blackmail can 
stop me. I have read about a 
Greek Philosopher that if  you 
want to fight a pig, you must be 
ready to be smeared and I'm 
ready to be dirty..."

Needless to say he's very 
much assured of  succeeding 
Muhammadu Buhari after the 
u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  i n 
February 2023 as announced 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
not too long ago from his level 
of  confidence. Tinubu is 
renowned for his bullish 
politicking and has been the 
national leader of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
since its inception in 2013 
despite the current president 
being a member of  the party as 
well. In a recent presidential 
consultation with traditional 
rulers in Akure, Ondo State 
while lamenting that Nigeria 

was yet to attain her greatness, 
Tinubu stated that he will not 
only ensure massive job 
opportunities for Nigerian 
youth, but also establishment 
of  indust r ies  across  the 
country. He said, “When I rule 
for eight years, I will hand over 
to the smartest and someone 
with most followers will take 
over from me after I finish my 
tenure. 

“It is a pity that ordinary 
brake pad Nigeria cannot 
produce. I will turn Nigeria 
around for good.”

N o t  y e t  s u r e  o f  h i s 
intentions if  he eventually gets 
into Aso Rock as opposed to 
what has being the order of  the 
day not just at the presidential 
level but also governors, 
Houses of  Assembly and the 
rest. It is only in Nigeria a 
former governor serves as a 
senator or minister with the 
likes of  Chris Ngige who is the 
current Minister of  Labour 
also a former senator and 
governor of  Anambra State, 
Aminu Tambuwal a former 
speaker of  the House of  
Re presen ta t ives,  fo r mer 

presidential aspirant and 
incumbent governor of  Sokoto 
State, Babatunde Fashola a 
former governor of  Lagos 
State now the Minister of  
Works and Housing, Rotimi 
Amaechi, former governor of  
Rivers State and serving 
Minister of  Transport all to 
mention but a few of  those 
whom power of  office has been 
circulating across for years in 
Nigerian politics serving as a 
major hindrance to any form 
of  young aspiration from the 
youths of  the country.

In recent times, countries 
of  the world have elected 
young presidents and leaders 
into office and have had 
sustainable economies to show 
for it. Barrack Obama became 
the first black president of  the 
United States at 47 years, 
Emmanuel Macron of  France 
still seating is 45 years old, 
Vanessa D'Ambrosio of  San 
Mar ino  (34  year s ) ,  Leo 
Varadkar of  Ireland (43 years), 
Carlos Alvarado of  Costa Rica 
(42 years) these and many 
more. Emma Theofelus, 23, 

was appointed Namibia's 
information, communication 
a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  d e p u t y 
m i n i s t e r  a  w e e k  a f t e r 
coronavirus hit Namibian 
shores. “I have literally been 
learning on the job so far,” she 
says. 30 year old Bogolo Joy 
Kenewendo, appointed the 
I nve s t m e n t ,  Tr a d e  a n d 
Industry Minister became 
Botswana's youngest ever 
minister, two years after she 
was appointed by the former 
president, Ian Khama as a 
member of  parliament.

Able, qualified and willing 
Nigerian youths should be 
given a chance to run for 
v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e 
upcoming elections without 
being bullied or priced out of  
the race and the masses should 
not be cajoled into selling their 
votes to the highest bidder 
instead we should search our 
conscience in choosing the 
r i g h t  c a n d i d a t e  a n d 
representatives at various 
levels in the 2023 elections.
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International women’s Day:  Imo women protest against
rejection of Gender Equality Bill

N
igeria’s former 
President, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo 

has commended Governor 
Hope Uzodimma on the 
good work he is doing in 
Imo State and urged him 
not to ignore the youths re-
gardless of  how bad their 
behaviour may seem.

Obasanjo spoke on Tues-
day at the Banquet Hall of  
Imo State Government, 
Owerri during a dinner in 
his honour by the Governor 
to mark the former Presi-
dent’s 85th birthday.

The former President 
thanked Governor Uzod-
imma for honouring him 
and for accepting to be his 
host, saying he was deeply 
touched by the reception by 
the Imo State First family.

He tacitly reminded the 
Governor that his name - 
Hope - means a lot and that 
“life without hope is mean-
ingless.”

Explaining that his 
own personal life revolves 
around hope, faith in God 
and love for humanilty, 
Obasanjo who said he was 
satisfied with the steps 
Governor Uzodimma had 
taken so far to ensure there 
is peace in Imo State, ad-
monished the Governor to 
work extra hard to find a 
lasting solution to the state 
of  insecurity in Imo State 
by engaging the bad boys, 
regardless of  who they are.

He identified three cate-
gories of  bad boys as: those 
genuinely frustrated and 
angry, those who are being 

Obasanjo applauds Uzodimma, 
makes case for youths

sponsored by politicians for 
political vendetta and those 
who by nature are criminal-
ly-minded and wired to act 
true to type.

Obasanjo used the oppor-
tunity to advise politicians 
to resolve all their differ-
ences through dialogue and 
without recourse to acts 
that would impact negative-
ly on the society.

Speaking generally on the 
menace of  insecurity, Oba-
sanjo advised that “we have 
to find a solution if  insecu-
rity remains a problem in 
our society,” insisting that 
“for the genuinely frustrat-
ed/ militants, we have to 
learn to deal with them by 
talking to them.”

In his remarks, Gover-
nor Uzodimma said he was 
grateful of  the opportunity 
and excited to receive Oba-
sanjo whom he described 
as “our great leader” based 
on his Pan Nigerian dispo-
sition.

Governor Uzodimma 
said: “God has already giv-
en him long life. We owe 
him our prayers always. 
The Government and peo-
ple of  Imo State are hap-
py he is In our State. Our 
loyalty to you is undiluted 
because you have paid your 
dues.”

Governor Uzodimma 
who said he had to excuse 
himself  from a crucial 
meeting in Abuja to receive 
Obasanjo noted that he was 
grateful he did. “Thank you 
for all the support you have 
given to me.”

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (middle) receives a souvenir from the National President of POWA and 
wife of the IG of Police, Hajia Hajara Usman Alkali Baba (right) while the Governor’s wife, Barr Chioma Uzodimma (left) 
watches at the New Exco Chamber Government House, Owerri.

The highlight of  the din-
ner was the presentation of  
a birthday cake to Obasan-
jo by the Governor’s wife, 
Barr. Mrs. Chioma Uzod-
imma.

Obasanjo was assisted to 
cut the cake by the Gover-
nor’s wife, Barr. Mrs. Chi-

oma Uzodimma, Deputy 
Governor of  Imo State, Prof  
Placid Njoku and his wife, 
Dr. Bola Njoku, Speaker of  
the House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon Kennedy Ibe, former 
Governor of  Imo State, Dr. 
Ikedi Ohakim, Chaiman of  
Imo State Elders Council, 

HRH Eze Dr. Cletus Ilo-
muanya, Chairman of  Imo 
State Council of  traditional 
rulers, Eze Dr. EC Okeke 
among others while the 
Governor moderated the 
cutting. 

The dinner was attend-
ed by many dignitaries in-

cluding chieftains of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide, the Commissioner 
of  Police in Imo State, the 
Commandant of  the 34 Bri-
gade Command, Obinze 
and his colleague from the 
Navy Command in Owerri, 
top government officials, 
among others.

By Grace Ofurum

A 
coalition of  Imo 
women comprising 
of  different women 

groups and NGOs in Owerri 

has staged a solidarity pro-
test to the Imo state House 
of  Assembly for the consti-
tution that will accord Nige-
ria women their rights giving 
them a sense of  belonging.

The women who marched 
to the Imo state House As-
sembly to make known their 
grievances while speaking 
through the Commission-
er of  Women Affairs and 

Uzodimma pledges support to Police Officers Wives Association

T
he Governor of  Imo 
State, Sen. Hope Uzo-
dimma has pledged his 

support to members of  the 
Police Wives Association of  
Nigeria (POWA) and empha-
sized the need for Nigerians to 
also support them to achieve 
most of  their programmes 
that are geared towards gener-
ating activities and enhancing 
the wellbeing of  the Nigerian 
Police.

Governor Uzodimma 
made the pledge on Tuesday 
at the New Exco Chamber, 
Government House Ower-
ri when the President of  the 
association and wife of  the 
Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP),  Hajia Hajara Alkali 
Baba led a delegation of  her 
top members on a working 
visit to Imo State Police Com-
mand to pay a courtesy call on 
the Governor.

Receiving the POWA Pres-
ident and other  officials from 
the National and State Com-
mands, the Governor, ac-
companied by his wife,  Barr. 

Chioma Uzodimma,  com-
mended Hajia Alkali Baba for 
standing by her husband to 
tackle the spate of  insecurity 
in the country.

He congratulated and com-
mended her for her efforts and 
that of  her team to sustain the 
ideals of  POWA.

Governor Uzodimma re-
minded her that the relation-
ship between Imo State and 
the Nigerian Police has been 
cordial, noting that the Police 
in the watch of  her husband 
have been working tirelessly in 
Imo State to protect lives and 
property in line with their pri-
mary responsibility.

“We need to support Nige-
rian Police who are passing 
through a lot of  troubles be-
cause there is no way they can 
succeed without our support.”

The Governor added that 
Government at all levels need 
to encourage POWA as a way 
of  strengthening the Police 
Force, insisting that “when 
they are supported in their var-
ious activities, especially the 

areas of  environmental and 
sanitation programmes, the 
barracks will be clean as well 
as the Mess where Police of-
ficers go for relaxation.”

On the request of  the Pres-
ident of  POWA for land to 
build Skills Acquisition Centre 
in Imo State as a way of  sup-
porting wives of  policemen, 
the Governor assured the del-
egation of  his readiness to pro-
vide land for them “as soon 
as they are ready” and also 
promised to encourage and 
support them to successfully 
embark on the Skills Acquisi-
tion training.

Going by the importance 
the Imo State  government 
attaches to education and the 
need to encourage our stu-
dents to read and learn, Gov-
ernor Uzodimma also prom-
ised to support the proposed 
POWA organised Police Sec-
ondary Schools Quiz Compe-
tition, assuring that whoever 
emerges the winner in the quiz 
competition will get N15mil-
lion from his Shared Prosper-

Vulnerable Group, Hon. 
Lady Nkechinyere Ugwu 
appealed to the IMHA to 
support the bill should it be 
revisited by the National As-
sembly.

The wife of  the governor 
of  Imo state, Barr. Mrs. Chi-
oma Uzodimma in her mes-
sage in celebrating the in-
ternational women’s day in 
support of  the protest said, 
“ we need women at every 
table where the visions are 
being made because when 
women lead, positive results 
are seen regardless of  who 
we are or where we come 
from”.

She disclosed that “our 
women are constantly chal-
lenging the status quo but 
why should they keep fight-
ing against limitations based 
on their gender, how long 
will it take for equality to 
become the norm in our cit-
izenship”. 

Also speaking the leader 
of  one of  the groups, Mrs. 
Blessing Duru disclosed that 
women are part of  the Dem-
ocratic process, hence every 
women is amplifying their 
voice to appeal to the IMHA 
to look into the matter as a 
case of  emergency and not 
to agree to the decision the 
National Assembly has tak-
en against the women’s ag-
itation for gender equality 
and urged them to review 
the bill.

ity Administration.   
In her address earlier, Hajia 

Alkali Baba told the Governor 
that they were in Imo State 
as part of  her familiarization 
tour of  Police formations in 
Nigeria, specifically to see her 
fellow women in the barracks 
and empower those that need 
assistance. She expressed her 
gratitude to the Governor and 
his wife for receiving them de-
spite the short notice.

She thanked the Governor 
for the synergy between the 
Police and the State Govern-
ment and noted that under her 
leadership POWA is expand-
ing her social intervention pro-
grammes.

The IGP’s wife further in-
formed the Governor that her 
programme as POWA Pres-
ident is anchored on a three-
point  agenda - Education, 
health and welfare.

She therefore passionately 
appealed to the Governor to 
assist the Body in “strength-
ening the Police Children’s 
Schools in Imo State, allocat-

ing a parcel of  land for the 
establishment of  Skills Acqui-
sition Centre for their women 
and helping them in improv-
ing the health of  their women 
and children in the barracks.”

The wife of  the Governor,  
Barr. (Mrs.) Chioma Uzod-
imma, the Deputy Governor, 
Prof. Placid Njoku and his 
wife, Dr. Bola Njoku,  the 
Speaker of  Imo State House of  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Kennedy 
Ibe and some of  his colleagues 
witnessed the ocassion.

Other key government func-
tionaries in attendance includ-
ed the Secretary to the State 
Government, Chief  Cosmas 
Iwu and his wife, the Chief  of  
Staff, Barr Nnamdi Anyaehie 
and his wife, the Principal 
Secretary to the Governor, 
Dr. Irene Chima, Commis-
sioners and other members of  
the  expanded State Executive 
Council.

POWA President was ac-
companied on the visit by the 
Commissioner of  Police in 
Imo State, Rabiu Husseni and 
other Executive members.
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 News Analysis 

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

U
che Ihediwa 
(SAN), the At-
torney General 
and Commission-

er for Justice of  Abia state 
has called on road transport 
workers in the state to always 
approach the court whenev-
er their rights are infringed 
upon by the law enforcement 
agents. 

Ihediwa made the call yes-
terday during a one-day sen-
sitization workshop on hu-
man rights and traffic rules 
for transport unions in Abia 
State in Aba, organized by 
Youth and Students Advo-
cates for Development Initia-
tive (YSAD).

He said that Human Rights 
are constitutional and come 
with obligations which when 
followed properly should en-
able one to enjoy the Human 
Rights he has as both a hu-
man being and a law-abiding 
citizen. 

Ihediwa who was repre-
sented by Director, Legal 
Services, Abia State Ministry 
of  Justice, Aba Office, Barr. 
Ngozi Mgbarine said that in-
ability of  people whose rights 
have been infringed upon to 
approach the court makes it 
difficult for the offending of-
ficers to be brought to book. 

Extortion of  motorists:
Abia Attorney General charges
victims to enforce rights

The Abia Attorney General 
charged residents to quit the 
attitude of  abandoning the 
enforcement of  their rights 
on divinity, stressing that 
they have the liberty to en-
force rights through the court 
to ensure that the offenders 
are corrected and redirected 
properly. 

He added that if  people fail 
to enforce their rights, the 
existence of  such laws guid-
ing people’s rights will not be 
known and thanked YSAD 
for creating a platform for 
sensitization of  the victims of  
extortions. 

“There are good laws 
enough to protect our human 
rights in this country. The 
National Assembly has made 
and amended enough. But 
the problem is that we sit in 
our homes, saying let’s leave 
it to God when our rights are 
infringed and the aberration 
continues. We must enforce 
our rights.”

Chief  Executive Officer of  
YSAD, Obinna Nwagbara 
said that seeing the intimida-
tion menace on the roads and 
how drivers are openly extort-
ed by those whose duty it is to 
enforce the law and function 
as ambassadors of  order is the 
critical motivation for the sen -
sitization workshop. 

Nwagbara said that YSAD 
could not come to terms with 

the tragedy of  accepting that 
it is okay for law enforcement 
officers, paid from the public 
coffers with people’s tax, to 
turn around and become ex-
tortionists to the very same 
people who employed them 
in the ideal sense of  it. 

Nwagbara urged transport 
workers not to deliberately 
create loopholes for them to 
be extorted, urged them to en -
sure that traffic rules are prop -
erly obeyed, put their vehicles 
in shape and roadworthy and 
when their rights are infringed 
upon, they should not fail to 
approach YSAD for possible 
assistance through the law. 

He said that law enforce-

ment officers whether the 
police, army, Nigeria Securi-
ty and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC), Federal Road Safe -
ty Commission (FRSC), Vehi-
cle Inspection Officers (VIO) 
have no business converting 
their uniforms, vehicles, guns 
and other work tools into arti-
cles of  oppression.

“We insist that it is unac-
ceptable for those paid to 
maintain law and order, guar-
antee the safety of  road us-
ers, prevent criminality and 
ensure smooth flow of  traffic 
to turn around and demand 
bribes from hardworking Ni-
gerians whether they are com -
mercial drivers or just private 

individuals driving their vehi-
cles.”

A keynote speaker, Dr 
Ahamefula Amaramiro ad-
vised the members of  the Na-
tional Union of  Road Trans-
port Workers (NURTW) and 
other transport unions in the 
state to always be on the right 
side of  the law so that extor-
tionist officers will not have 
the boldness try to extort 
them.

He frowned that in the 
South-East almost all the se-
curity agencies are lined up 
on the highways ignoring the 
law establishing them and 
perpetrating all manner of  
extortionist offences against 
road users.

“It’s all over our roads and 
this has become disturbing. I 
go round this region and I see 
things myself. Every traffic 
rule has been turned upside 
down in the South-East. To-
day you see the army all over 
the roads. Has the National 
Assembly reassigned any oth-
er duty to the army? 

“The most respected arm 
force in Africa is now seen at 
traffic controllers. There’s an 
upsurge of  the VIO on our 
roads. I don’t understand. 
When the FRSC was newly 
formed, they were respect-
ed for resisting bribery. How 
have the mighty fallen? These 
things must change.”

During a one-day sensitization workshop on human rights and traf�c rules for transport unions in Abia State in Aba, organized by Youth and Students Advocates for Development Initi-
ative (YSAD).

It’s all over our roads and this  has become 
disturbing. I go round  this region and I see 
things myself. Every traffic rule has been 
turned  upside down in the South-East.  To -
day you see the army all over the  roads. Has 
the National Assembly reassigned any other 
duty to the  army?  The most respected arm 
force in Africa is now seen at traffic control -
lers. There’s an upsurge of the VIO on our 
roads. I don’t understand. When the FRSC 
was newly formed, they were respected for 
resisting bribery. How have the mighty fall-

en? These things must change.”

“
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e v e n  m a n y  N i g e r i a n 
c e l e b r i t i e s .  N i g e r i a n 
celebrities have Lagos based 
fash ion  des igners  l ike 
Xtrabrides Lagos, Chic by 
Veekee James, Tubo, and 
2207 by Tbally churning 
beautiful but similar outfits 
for them. 

But where does that 
leave the average Nigerian 
who finds some of  these 
N i g e r i a n  d e s i g n e r s 
outrageously expensive? 

Affordable ready-to-
wear fashion that caters to 
the average Nigerian is rare. 
Nigerians are still heavily 
importing ready-to-wear 
clothes from China and 
buying thrift or used clothes 
or relying on our brothers in 
Aba. 

Until more affordable 
clothing [not just okrika or 
akube ones] can be made 
available for a mass number 
of  Nigerians across board, 
we may never leave where 
we are. 

This will, no doubt, 
involve more assistance and 
i n c e n t i v e s  f r o m  t h e 
government for people in the 
fashion space, including the 
folks at Aba people making 
Nigerian-made clothes and 
shoes. 

f l ux  o f  d i r ec t  fo re i gn 
investment like we see in 
Tech be a stronger, more 
viable solution? 

While that is surely a 
thought to mull over, it 
might also be pertinent to 
look into how the Nigerian 
fashion industry is divided 
into design and production 
on one side, and then sales 
and distribution on the other 
hand. 

hidinma Ojukwu the 

Ca l l e g e d  m u r d e r 
suspect of  Michael 

Usifo Ataga, Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Super TV, has been 
crowned Miss Cell 2022.

S h e  w o n  a  b e a u t y 
pageant at the Kirikiri female 
prison, as they marked the 
International Women's Day, 
wi th  th i s  year ' s  theme: 
“BreakingTheBias”.

Ojukwu, a 300-level, 
M a s s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
student of  the University of  
Lagos (UNILAG), who is 
facing trial alongside her 
sister, Chioma Egbuchu and 
one Adedapo Quadri, for 
Ataga's murder, competed 

with other inmates of  the 
prison and won the coveted 
crown of  Miss Cell 2022.

On the last adjourned 
date on Febr uary 21, 
Ojukwu's trial was stalled 
due to the absence of  the 
prosecution witness.

Ojukwu is standing 
trial before a Lagos High 
Cour t  s i t t ing  a t  Tafa 
Balewa Square TBS.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s 
charged alongside her 
sister, Chioma Egbuchu, 
and one Adedapo Quadri, 
for alleged murder, stealing 
and forgery.

When the case was 
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  l a s t 
a d j o u r n e d  d a t e  t h e 
prosecution counsel, Mrs 
A. O. Oluwafemi, also 
Deputy Director of  Lagos 

State Directorate of  Public 
Prosecutions, told the court 
that their witness was not in 
court.

She applied to the court 
that the earlier dates fixed for 
the hearing of  the case be 
v a c a t e d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e 
p r o s e c u t i o n  t o  ge t  t h e 
Toxicology and DNA results 
needed for the trial.

She said the results were 
not available yet, adding that 
the next witness would be 
e x a m i n e d  w i t h  t h o s e 
documents.

J u s t i c e  Y e t u n d e 
Adesanya, however, vacated 
all the dates earlier fixed and 

a d j o u r n e d  t h e  n e x t 
proceeding until April 25 for 
the continuation of  trial.

On Febr uar y 17,  an 
Investigative Police Officer, 
Inspector Ibrahim Isaka, gave 
his evidence before the court.

I s i a k a ,  t h e  s i x t h 
prosecution witness, narrated 
h o w  p o l i c e  a l l e g e d l y 
discovered Usifo Ataga, 
Chief  Executive Officer of  
Super TV, in the pool of  his 
blood.

The witness said that the 
police consequently called the 
emergency Unit at Yaba 
G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  a n d 
evacuated Ataga's corpse.

He told the court that on 
June 16, 2021, a case of  
murder was reported at his 
place of  work, Maroko Police 
Station.

According to him, at 
11:30 p.m., one Mrs Nkechi 
Mogbo, came to the station 
and reported that a body was 
discovered at her short-
service facility where people 
lodged.

He testified that Mogbo 
narrated to the police that the 
security guard at the facility 
informed her that the body of  
a man who lodged in the 
facility was discovered lying 
in the pool of  his blood.

The witness said that 
Mogbo also told the police 
that a cleaner in the facility 
went to clean the apartment 
but there was no response 
from the people who lodged 
there.

He said that the security 

g u a r d  a n d  t h e  c l e a n e r 
forcefully opened the door 
and discovered Ataga in the 
pool of  blood.

The witness said the 
p o l i c e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Divisional Police Officer 
(DPO) and the Divisional 
Crime Officer (DCO) went to 
the crime scene.

H e  s a i d  t h e  D P O 
immedia te ly  ca l l ed  the 
Emergency Unit at Yaba 
General Hospital and the 
hospital came and evacuated 
the corpse.

The witness also said the 
following morning, June 17, 
the commissioner of  police 
advised that the case be 
transferred to the Homicide 
Section, Panti.

He said that a police team 
from Panti asked him to 
follow the team to the crime 
scene and he did.

Isiaka said that the police 
found some clothes and a 
t r a v e l l i n g  b a g  i n  t h e 
apartment and collected the 
items for investigation.

He said that he wrote a 
statement and handed the 
case file to the police at Panti.

The prosecuting counsel 
tried to tender the witness 
statement but the second 
d e f e n d a n t  c o u n s e l ,  M r 
Babatunde Busari, objected.

However, after all the 
a r g u m e n t s ,  t h e  j u d g e 
overruled the objection and 
a d m i t t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s ' 
statement in evidence.

unreliable courier services 
with high delivery fees. 

The  p i c tu re  i s  no t 
entirely gloomy, however. 
Events like Lagos Fashion 
We e k ,  G T B  F a s h i o n 
Weekend and Arise Fashion 
week put Nigeria's fashion 
industry in the limelight and 
s h o w c a s e  i t s  c l e v e r , 
ingenious designers. 

C e r t a i n l y ,  m a n y 
Nigerian designers have 
g a i n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
recognition. Kenneth Ize, a 
Lagos Based but Austria 
born fashion designer was 
a n  LV M H  2 0 1 9  P r i z e 
finalist. 

H e  r e c e n t l y 
collaborated with Karl 
Lager fe ld  to  re lease  a 
c a p s u l e  c o l l e c t i o n . 
Interestingly, Ize uses Aso-
Oke fabrics locally made in 
Nigeria.  Other notable 
Nigerian designers with 
global impact are Lisa 
Folawiyo, Deola Sagoe, 
David Wej and Andrea 
Iyamah.But their outfits are 
high end. Andrea wants to 
m a k e  c l o t h e s  o f  
international standard and 
not for t he average Nigerian. 

The market for haute 
couture designs is not the 
average Nigerian and, not 

Kano, Lagos and Aba had 
over 100 functional textile 
factories but by 2010, these 
t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s  h a d 
dwindled so terribly that 
there were only 25 of  those 
100 factories left. One can 
only imagine the grim reality 
on ground now, a whole 12 
years afterwards. 

Before the untimely 
demise of  these industries, 
they contributed about N6 
bi l l ion naira  year ly  to 
Nigeria's GDP. 

There are scant figures 
to reflect the contribution of  
this industry in more recent 
years, but one can expect 
that the numbers won't be 
heartwarming, considering 
h ow  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  T e x t i l e 
Manufacturers Association 
the country annually loses 
an estimated $325m in 
potential Value Added Tax 
r e v e n u e  f r o m  t e x t i l e 
c o m p a n i e s ,  d u e  t o 
smuggling. 

T h e  m a s s  e x i t  o f  
businesses from the textile 
industry is no surprise; with 
inflation and devaluation of  
our currency, the cost of  
running businesses is at an 
all-time high. 

Business owners have 
perennially had to provide 
their own water, buy raw 
materials and machines, 
bear the brunt of  Nigeria's 
inability to surmount its 
electricity problem, while 
also paying rent and staff  
salaries. Staying afloat might 
be more important than 
contributing massively to the 
GDP. 

While the Bank of  the 
Industry has loans designed 
to alleviate the hardships 
faced by fashion-related 
businesses, the question 
remains: are these loans with 
9% interest rates actually 
enough to help text i le 
business owners, designers 
and other fashion-centric 
businesses scale? Wouldn't a 

There seems to be a 
clear need to fashion out a 
way to improve on the status 
quo.  Niger ian  fash ion 
designers need to have a 
better distribution model 
than what currently exists. 

Only very few fashion 
designers have stores in 
other states apart from 
Lagos and Abuja. When it 
comes  to  d is t r ibut ion, 
r e l i a n c e  i s  p l a c e d  o n 

he fashion industry Tin Nigeria has an 
a f f o r d a b i l i t y 

problem.
According to Statista, 

the revenue of  the global 
fashion market in 2020 was 
approximately $1.46 trillion 
U.S. dollars; it is anticipated 
to increase to about $2.25 
trillion by 2025. The USA, 
which is the largest apparel 
market in the world, raked in 
near ly  $360  b i l l ion  in 
revenue that year only. 

Unsurprisingly, Africa's 
share of  the global apparel 
market is less than 1%, 
which, as of  2020, pegs it at 
$31 billion, according to 
E u r o m o n i t o r.  O f  t h i s 
relatively miserly market 
share, Nigeria holds 15%, an 
est imated $4.7 bi l l ion. 
Nigeria's GDP in 2020 was 
432.2 billion dollars 

T h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t 
naturally results from this is: 
how can the fashion industry 
contribute more to the 
country's GDP? 

To tackle this, we have 
to start from the root of  all 
clothing production - textiles 
and fabrics. Nigeria still 
imports most of  its fabrics 
from China, even though 
cotton is found in 26 of  
Nigeria's 36 states and 
Nigeria is the fifth-largest 
cotton-producing country in 
West Africa. 

As of  2019, Nigeria 
spent $312,464.56 million to 
import textiles from China. 
Although the CBN has 
attempted to revive textile 
production in the country by 
banning the importation of  
finished textiles and offering 
loan services to cotton 
f a r m e r s,  t h e s e  t ex t i l e 
materials still keep getting 
smuggled into the country 
through the borders of  
neighbouring states. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Manufacturing Agency of  
Nigeria (MAN), in the 1970s 
and early 1960s, Kaduna, 

Why fashion brands in Nigeria make unaffordable clothes 

Murder suspect, Chidinma Ojukwu crowned
Miss Cell 2022
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship

…continued from last 
week’s story from Richard;

 watch my father often Itime beat her up and I 
w i s h e d  I  c o u l d  d o 

something but the fear of  
h i m  d i s o w n i n g  o r 
questioning my paternity 
was in me because I know 
what him and his brothers 
can cook up against my 
mother. They were best 
lawyers and judges whenever 
my mother is involve but no 
one would ever hear them 
arguing with their fellow 
men.

When I left secondary 
school, I was left alone to 
seek for admission myself  
but my father went extra mile 
to write recommendation 
letters for his sisters children 
to submit to his friend who 
was a lecturer in a state 
university here in Nigeria but 
told me to sort myself  out. I 
had to work in order to 
acquire my jamb form and 
a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  I  g o t 
admission to study, during 
my years in school he never 
paid a dime of  my fee, I was 
always calling my mother for 
money but he would always 
tell his family and friends 
that he is working hard to 
keep me in school and that is 
why his salary cannot cater 
for the family, it became 
worse when my younger 
brother  got  to  school . 
Though he was the one 
paying his fees but he would 
always make him wait before 
attending to his needs.

It been two years after 
my studies and he still go 
around telling people that he 
is owing because of  our 
s t u d i e s  m e a n w h i l e  h e 
stopped catering for our last 
born since he finished his 
junior secondary education 
and told him that he was 
capable of  taking care of  
himself  because he (my 
father) left his own parents 
house when he was eighteen. 
Just recently, he got into 
another  f ight  wi th  my 
mother and almost strangled 
her to death, leaving her with 
bruises and bite all over her. I 
feel like arresting him and at 
the same time arranging 
thugs to go beat him up 
terribly. I don't know what to 
do sincerely, please help me 
because am losing my sanity 
and it is affecting every 
relationship I find myself.

Dear Richard, 
I really feel awful about 

the situation of  things in 
your family and the kind of  
father fate has in stock for 
you, but the truth is you are 
human and it is never out of  
place to be psychologically 

can be upsetting and hurtful 
when the other partner does 
not want the relationship to 
end. Sometimes one partner 
may signify the end of  a 
re lat ionship by ending 
contact with the other person 
and disappearing. This 
breakup method may be 
particularly traumatic and 
stressful, as it leaves the 
relationship status uncertain 
and  the  o the r  pa r tne r 
without closure.

A breakup may be 
considered to be positive or 
negative, depending on how 
the people involved felt 
about the relationship. One 
or both partners might regret 
the end of  the relationship 
but still feel as though its end 
was for the best, and this 
knowledge which may still 
cause emotional upset, even 
if  the relationship was 
troubled. The end of  a 
relationship may also be met 
w i t h  u n c o n c e r n  o r 
ambivalence. Typically, 
casual relationships are 
easier to end and move on 
from than long-term, serious 
relationships.

P O T E N T I A L 
CAUSES OF BREAKUPS

A breakup might occur 
for many reasons. In some 
cases, it is clear that a 
relationship is not working 
out: Signs of  a troubled 
relationship might include 
physical or emotional abuse, 
a partner's affair, or just 
general discontent. Other 
times, it can be difficult to 
decide whether to end a 
re la t ionship  or  not .  A 
relationship may be fun and 
temporarily fulfilling, but if  
it does not seem likely to last, 
and one or both partners 
d e s i r e  a  l o n g - t e r m 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  t h e 
possibility of  cohabitation, 
marriage, or children, it may 
be beneficial to move on. It 
can be difficult, though, to 
end a relationship in which 
nothing is actually wrong.

People in a relationship 
might also end it  after 
realizing that they have 
different goals or values. 
These values may have been 
d i f f e r e n t  w h e n  t h e 
relationship began, or they 
may have changed over the 
course of  the relationship as 
the two people grew, both 
individually and as a couple. 
Sometimes one partner may 
d i s c o v e r  f e e l i n g s  f o r 
someone else or simply lose 
interest in and attraction to 
the other person; it can be 
hard to be honest with a 
dating partner about these 
situations for fear of  hurting 

and care from family and 
friends are all likely to 
benefit healing and improve 
one's outlook.

Although a breakup can 
l e a d  t o  f e e l i n g s  o f  
inadequacy or guilt, it can 
also be helpful to instead 
consider personal growth 
and the things learned, 
positive or negative, from the 
t i m e  s p e n t  i n  t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I f  a 
relationship did not work 
out, it may be helpful to 
know why, so that this 
knowledge can be applied to 
future relationships.

Even a painful breakup 
can lead to positive growth. 
A period of  loneliness that 
stems from a breakup can be 
a  t ime  o f  g rowth  and 
discovery. Priorities, values, 
and life goals all may have 
changed, and new interests 
may have developed. It may 
be difficult to enjoy an 
activity that was shared with 
an ex-partner, but it may also 
be helpful to accept that 
interests can still be shared, 
though the relationship is 
over, and this knowledge 
may also be helpful in the 
recovery process.

B R E A K U P S  A N D 
MENTAL HEALTH

A  b r e a k u p  c a n  b e 
painful, and the emotional 
weight of  a breakup may be 
determined by a number of  
factors, such as:

T h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e 
relationship.

The plans each member 
of  the couple had for the 
future.

T h e  d e g r e e  o f  
commitment within the 
relationship.

H o w  h a p p y  t h e 
relationship was prior to the 
breakup.

Whether one of  the 
partners would prefer to stay 
in the relationship.

W h e t h e r  t h e 
relationship ended with 
infidelity, abuse, or other 
painful issues.

People sometimes refer 
to themselves as broken-
hearted when going through 
a breakup, and the process of  
grieving a relationship is 
very similar to grieving other 
losses. The amount of  time it 
takes to get over a breakup 
can vary greatly; when a 
short-term relationship ends, 
a person might feel fine after 
only a few days, but when a 
long-term relationship ends, 
it can take months or years to 
fully grieve. Because more 
couples are cohabitating on a 
long-term basis, a breakup 

a f f e c t e d  b y  s u c h 
environment. I really do 
hope that you understand 
that nature and nurture are 
two different things, if  by 
n u r t u r e  y o u  h a v e 
experienced abuse from your 
father emotionally; I bet you 
by nature you were never 
created to be like him, you 
have your own mission. 
Since you have realized that 
all his dealings are wrong 
make things write by calling 
him to order because it is not 
worth it if  you should arrest 
or beat him up. You should 
c o n c e n t r a t e  m o r e  o n 
building a great career for 
yourself  and your sibling 
and mother by taking them 
o u t  o f  b e f o r e  h e  w i l l 
eventually kill her, just days 
ago, the world celebrated 
I D W  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
women's day) with the 
theme “Break the Bias”. No 
woman is meant to be a 
p u n c h i n g  b a g .

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
BREAK UP

Ever since I started this 
column, I have received 
messages from different 
persons asking me to say 
something about the rate of  
break up in most relationship 
lately and why is it so… 
h a v i n g  x - r a y e d  y o u r 
concerns, it would be truly 
wise to contribute my own 
view on the issue bordering 
a r o u n d  c r a s h  i n 
relationships.

A breakup is the end of  
a  commit ted  romant ic 
relationship between dating 
partners. Though divorce, 
the legal separation of  a 
married couple, is a type of  
breakup, the term breakup is 
most often used to refer to 
the end of  a relationship 
between unmarried people. 
A mental health professional 
might be a helpful source of  
suppor t  when working 
through a difficult breakup.

W H A T  I S 
BREAKUP?

Couples involved in 
romantic relationships often 
make commitments to one 
another such as moving in 
together, regularly spending 
a certain amount of  time 
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r,  a n d 
agreeing to not see other 
people. A breakup will often 
occur when at least one 
member of  the couple no 
longer wishes to honor these 
commitments.

A  c o u p l e  m i g h t 
mutually agree to end the 
relationship, but sometimes 
only one partner wishes to 
end the relationship. This 

that person.
Sometimes two people 

are simply incompatible 
with each other, even though 
they may have feelings for 
each other and enjoy doing 
certain activities together. 
When a relationship fails to 
thrive and the people in the 
relationship feel unhappy or 
uneasy about spending time 
together more often than 
they feel excited or enjoy the 
time they spend together, 
t h e y  m ay  d e c i d e  t h a t 
breaking up is best for both 
of  them.

I N I T I A T I N G  A 
BREAKUP

The act of  emotionally 
w i t h d r a w i n g  f r o m  a 
relationship when one is 
ready to move on may 
appear to be easier than 
initiating an often painful 
conversation about breaking 
up. However, because this 
strategy may lead to more 
confusion and pain in the 
long run, discussing the 
breakup sooner rather than 
later may be the best course 
of  action. Before beginning 
the conversation, it can help 
to carefully consider the 
reasons that a breakup may 
be for the best so that these 
reasons can be stated clearly 
and honestly to the other 
person. The possibility that 
the other person might react 
negatively may be another 
r eason  one  de lays  the 
initiation of  a breakup. In 
this case, preparing for 
potential negative reactions 
may be helpful and may also 
h e l p  o n e  h a v e  m o r e 
sensitivity.

C O P I N G  W I T H 
BREAKUP

A study published in 
Social Psychological & 
Personality Science found 
that discussing a breakup 
and considering the reasons 
why it might have happened 
is often helpful: Reflection 
may help regain a sense of  
self, which may make it 
e a s i e r  t o  m o v e  o n . 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  a 
significant part of  life, and it 
is generally necessary to 
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e i r 
importance and the pain and 
sadness that accompanies 
their loss in order to move 
on. Focusing on self-care 
after a breakup may be 
helpful and ease the recovery 
process: eating well, getting 
sufficient sleep, staying 
active, avoiding potentially 
harmful behaviors such as 
excessive drinking or drug 
use, and accepting support 

may often be very similar to a 
d i v o r c e  a n d  i n v o l v e 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e m o t i o n a l 
turmoil due to the end of  
shared friendships, division 
of  shared belongings, and 
occasionally, custody issues.

Sometimes couples 
break up and get  back 
together, break up but still 
have sex, or remain in 
contact as friends for some 
period of  time after the 
breakup. However, research 
suggests that, even though 
some people may consider 
making up to be a good 
thing, that couples who are 
"on-again, off-again" are 
often less satisfied in their 
relationships.

B r e a k u p s  a r e  a 
c o m m o n  c a u s e  o f  
situational depression, and 
s o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  s o 
distraught by their breakups 
that they become suicidal. 
Therapists and other mental 
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
frequently help people work 
through unresolved feelings 
they  may have  a f te r  a 
breakup.

T H E R A P Y  F O R 
BREAKUPS

Experiencing a breakup 
can lead to stress, anxiety, 
and depression, especially if  
the relationship that ends 
was a serious one. No matter 
the situation, at the end of  a 
relationship, a person might 
be sad, angry, confused, or 
o therwise  emot iona l ly 
affected. This inner turmoil 
may even be felt by the 
partner who wanted or 
initiated the breakup.

When a breakup causes 
overwhelming feelings that 
are difficult to cope with, 
interfere with the ability to 
complete daily activities, or 
influence the reevaluation of  
one's life path, a therapist or 
counselor can often be a 
supportive, helpful part of  
t h e  h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s , 
particularly when conditions 
such as depression, low self-
e s t e e m ,  g r i e f ,  o r 
posttraumatic stress develop 
following a breakup.

In therapy, a person can 
discuss any emotions or 
difficulties experienced and 
explore ways to cope with 
negative feelings. A therapist 
can help address any guilt or 
self-blame that may be 
experienced and help a 
person come to terms with 
the end of  the relationship. 
Should a person feel suicidal 
or depressed after a breakup, 
a therapist can also help treat 
these conditions.
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rof. James Obindo, PP r e s i d e n t , 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

Psychiatrists in Nigeria 
( A P N ) ,  h a s  s a i d  t h a t 
Nigerians are prone to 
mental illnesses, due to the 
visible hardships in the 
country.

Obindo said this in an 
interview with newsmen in 
Abuja. 

The APN president 
spoke while  giving an 
insight on the country's 
constitutional amendment, 
particularly as it affects 
puni t ive  measures  for 
a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e , 
Correctional Service Bill 
and advocacy for passage of  
the Mental Health and 
s u b s t a n c e  B i l l  i n  t h e 
country. 

The News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
mental health management 
b e c a m e  m o r e  c r i t i c a l 
globally within the last two 
years, largely due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, 
which impacted negatively 
on  the  wor ld ' s  soc io -
economic and governance 
order. 

But in Nigeria, the 
pandemic made it more 
complicated, owing to what 
many experts described as 
consistent neglect of  the 
mental healthcare sub-
s e c t o r  b y  s u c c e s s i v e 
administrat ions in the 
country. 

For  ins tance,  even 
before the outbreak of  the 
pandemic, statistics from 
t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h 
Organisation (WHO) had 
indicated that, one in every 
four Nigerians, an average 
of  50 million people, were 
suf fer ing  f rom mental 
illness. 

Obindo stressed that 
a b o u t  6 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  

N i g e r i a n s  h a d  b e e n 
d o c u m e n t e d  t o  h a v e 
significant mental illness. 

According to him, the 
development is made worse, 
as there are less mental 
health workers such as 
psychiatrists, psychiatric 
nurses, psychologists and 
others, in the country, to 
treat and manage patients. 

The president noted 
that more than half  of  the 
number of  mental health 
workers had been attracted 
to foreign countries. 

“We don't have enough 
mental health workers in the 
country and even the few 
that we have are all being 
attracted out of  the country. 

“We have less than 300 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  T h e 
prescribed number is such 
that we should have nothing 
less than 1 to about 10,000 
individuals. 

“But what we have is 
0 . 4  t o  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f o u r 
psychiatrists to 1 million 
Nigerians. The psychiatrist, 
p s y c h i a t r i c  n u r s e , 
psychologist, social worker, 
as well as the occupational 
therapist, work as a team. 
Psychiatric hospitals are 
also few,” he lamented. 

Obindo noted that in 
addition to the current 
scarcity of  fuel across the 
c o u n t r y ,  e c o n o m i c 
hardship, coupled with the 
level of  insecurity, may 
likely inflict mental illness 
to more Nigerians. 

“In the last few years, 
Nigerians have had to deal 
with issues like kidnapping, 
attacks and socio-economic 
downturns among others, 
and the recent fuel scarcity, 
forcing an individual to stay 
on queue for more than 
three hours to buy fuel even 
at exorbitant prices, is a 

major stressor for Nigerians, 
a s  s t r e s s  i s  a  m a j o r 
predisposing factor  to 
mental illness. 

“If  one's well-being is 
af fected,  such that  an 
individual is not able to 
realise his potential or finds 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  w o r k 
effectively or contribute to 
the society and be able to 
overcome normal stresses 
of  life, then the person 
c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t o  b e 

 sudden wave of  

Aw e a k n e s s  a n d 
shak ines s  f rom 

inside the body might be a 
sign of  something serious 
going on!

T h e r e  a r e  s e ve r a l 
reasons to NEVER take 
s u d d e n  w e a k n e s s  o r 
shakiness lightly! 

Sometimes a sudden 
wave of  weakness and 
shakiness  f rom ins ide 
envelopes the body to the 
outside and most times 
when 'this passes', a lot of  
people disregard or wave 
this off  casually but it 
shouldn't. 

It's possible that flimsy 
bits like not eating as at 
when due or enough, lack 
of  exercise, side effects of  
drugs etc can cause the body 
to become weak and 'shake' 
but there might be other 
underlying factors causing 
this that if  left untreated can 
cause even more serious 
issues for the entire system. 

(It's a known fact that 
not exercising can cause 
f a t i g u e  a n d  m u s c l e 
weakness but sometimes 
this is not the case!) 

1. Type 1 diabetes 
Type 1 diabetes can set 

off  in form of  dizziness and 
we a k n e s s .  Yo u ' d  f e e l 

hungry, tired and urinate 
much more than normal. 

2. Congestive heart 
failure 

Is another reason the 
body suddenly feels weak 
and dizzy. When there's 
constant fatigue, shortness 
of  breath and irregular 
heartbeat you should see a 
doctor fast. 

3. Stroke 
A s ign a  s t roke  i s 

c o m i n g  i s  nu m b n e s s, 
convulsion and weakness. 
S t roke  happens  when 
oxygen and blood flow is 
cut off  from the brain. 

4. Hypertension/Low 
blood pressure 

Suddenly feeling weak 
or shaky might be due to 
low blood pressure which 
should not be ignored. With 
low blood pressure, expert 
treatment should be sought 
to bring it back to the 
normal pressure. 

5. Dehydration 
S h a k i n e s s  a n d 

weakness can also be a sign 
that the body is lacking 
moisture.  Dehydration 
makes the body weak and 
n o t  a t  o p t i m u m 
performance, make sure to 
take enough water to keep 
the body hydrated. 

6. Sleep deprivation 
Sometimes not getting 

enough sleep gets the body 
weak and shaky. When you 
don't sleep enough, basic 
body functions won't be at 
opt imum performance 
leaving it to give way when 
it can't take anymore. 

7. Body is just generally 
weak 

Sometimes shakiness 
and weakness may just be as 
simple as the body is weak 
due to muscle weakness, 
lack of  exercise and general 
fatigue. Here make sure to 
eat balanced diet, exercise, 
get enough rest but if  it 
persists, see a doctor. 

mentally healthy. 
“If  you look at this and 

you compare it with what 
goes on in other climes, you 
will discover that we have a 
greater predisposition to 
developing mental illness,” 
he explained. 

The President urged the 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o 
decriminalise attempted 
suicide, adding that instead 
of  punishing people who 
attempt to take their lives, 

they should be sent for 
medical attention. 

“This bill talks about 
how to have a humane and 
globally accepted way of  
taking care of  those who are 
mentally ill. What should be 
done is how the government 
is meant to fund and see to 
the wellbeing of  those who 
are mentally ill. 

“One of  the other areas 
that need to be looked at is 
the criminal act CAP 237, 
which criminalises those 
who attempt to take their 
lives and that needs to be 
removed immedia te ly. 
Those who attempt to take 
their lives are jailed one 
year. 

“Are  we punishing 
them for being ill, or for the 
socio-economic problems in 
t h e  c o u n t r y ?  N o,  w e 
shouldn't. What should be 
done is that they should be 
r e f e r r e d  f o r  m e d i c a l 
attention, a psychiatric 
assessment. 

“ E ve n  G h a n a  a n d 
Kenya have decriminalised 
suicide attempts. We are 
pleading with the good 
people of  the country and 
all stakeholders to rise up 
and see that the ill among us 
are properly and humanely 
attended to,” he noted. 

H e  a l s o  u r g e d 
government to speedily pass 

the mental health bill to 
protect the right of  mentally 
ill persons in the society, to 
be treated humanely and 
with care. 

“The Lunacy Act looks 
at those who are mentally ill 
a s  b e i n g  a g g r e s s i v e , 
nuisance and someone that 
needs to be kept in an 
asylum, away from the 
community. 

“Rather than taking 
care of  those that  are 
mentally ill, the law tends to 
protect the community 
against them. Therefore, we 
felt that that law needed a 
review. 

“As we talk now, the 
mental health bill has been 
passed by both the Senate 
a n d  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives and has 
been harmonised and is 
now before the President for 
his assent. This has been 
between 2020 and early 
2021,” he said. 

Obindo added that 
about 90 per cent of  those 
who attempted to take their 
lives are known to have 
psychiatric problems. 

He noted that out of  the 
figure, 80 per cent are as a 
result of  depression. Others 
he said, are because of  the 
socio-economic conditions 
in the country. 
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Nigerians prone to mental illness due to hardship – Expert 

Possible reasons for sudden weakness/shakiness
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Foreign News 

Israel plays peace-maker in
Ukraine-Russia war
E

arly in the morning, as 
Russia’s isolation grew, a 
jet took off  from Tel Aviv 
bound for Moscow. It hap-

pened in secret, carrying a VIP del-
egation. The plane touched down 
with a reverse thrust: a hot blast into 
Moscow’s dawn while Russia was 
being frozen out by the West.

This was last Saturday - inciden-
tally the Jewish Sabbath, when tradi-
tion says the rest day can be broken 
to save a life. Onboard were at least 
two observant Jews working when 
they normally wouldn’t - Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and 
Housing Minister Zeev Elkin, plus 
four officials. Mr Elkin was there, 
it was said, to help with the transla-
tion. He’s a native Russian speaker, 
born and brought up in Kharkiv, the 
Ukrainian city under relentless Rus-
sian bombardment. He has close 
relatives there; now he was going to 
meet the war’s architect.

The Israelis headed to the Krem-
lin. Mr Bennett was the first foreign 
leader to speak to Vladimir Putin 
in person in response to the inva-
sion of  Ukraine. We don’t know 
much about the meeting, whether 
they were sat six metres (20ft) apart 
across that glossy white table (the 
treatment European leaders got in 
the run up to war). None of  the sub-
stance leaked at the time. There was 
nothing to see and little to hear. An 
invisible liaison.

But the meeting itself  was the 
story. Could Israel be the unlikely 
broker in the worst crisis between 
Russia and the West since the Cold 
War?

News of  the meeting was released 
as it reached its third hour, making 
global headlines.

Israel has significant relations 
with both Russia and Ukraine, and 
Mr Bennett had been trying to posi-
tion himself  as a go-between.

There are some immediate con-
cerns for the Israelis. There are at 
least a quarter of  a million Jews in 
Ukraine, eligible to make Israel their 
home under its “Law of  Return”.

But Mr Bennett was flying into 
something he sees as strategic in the 
crisis.

Israel has also developed frequent 
dialogue with the Russians, or “our 
neighbours to the north” as one of-
ficial reportedly referred to them re-
cently. Russia controls the skies over 
Syria, where Israel routinely carries 
out air strikes. It says it targets weap-
ons transfers and militants linked to 
Iran, the country it sees as an exis-
tential threat.

Now the relationship dynamics 
of  one regional crisis are becoming 
entangled in another.

Israel’s leadership believes its Rus-
sia links are an opening. One Israeli 
official put it to me that it can be a 
“bridge” between Moscow and the 
West. Prime Minister Bennett even 
called it a moral obligation to make 
every effort to extend dialogue.

There have been three rounds of  
direct talks between Ukrainian and 
Russian officials in Belarus. The first 
attempts at local ceasefires to allow 
so-called humanitarian corridors 

barely held, under disputed circum-
stances.

Any terms of  a more permanent 
truce go the roots of  the crisis. Russia 
demands that Ukraine declares itself  
“neutral”, permanently renounces 
future Nato membership, and gives 
up chunks of  territory. Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr Zelensky 
promises to fight on. He says he is 
ready for dialogue, but “not for ca-
pitulation”.

It’s unlikely Israel can play medi-
ator in the usual sense of  a powerful 
arbiter that tries to entice each party 
into concessions. It would have to be 
more of  a message carrier, shuttling 
between unequal sides. Some ques-
tion the value of  such an attempt.

Israel’s leadership has decided 
largely not to fall in with the West’s 
approach to Russia. It has not, for 
example, joined much of  the barrage 
of  fresh sanctions against Moscow.

This is a gamble on helping create 
an environment of  de-escalation, 
but it’s high risk.

It has sparked a fiery debate with-
in Israel. First, when it didn’t sign up 
to a text condemning Russia at the 
UN Security Council. Some called 
this a serious mistake - alienating 
the US, Israel’s long-time ally. There 
was some direct criticism of  Russia, 
but it was left to the Foreign Minis-
ter, Yair Lapid. Israel did eventually 
join the vote to condemn Moscow at 
the UN General Assembly.

Israeli officials are at pains to say 
the Kremlin meeting had the bless-
ing of  the US. But one veteran Is-
raeli journalist quoted American 
officials as being sceptical about Mr 
Bennett’s moves, thinking it unlike-
ly that he could change Mr Putin’s 
mind. Since then, more reported de-
tails of  their calls have emerged, with 
Israeli officials quoted as suggesting 
Russian and Ukrainian positions in 
talks may be “softening”. It was the 
first significant piece of  news about 
any kind of  broader agreement and 
is likely to give energy to Israel’s ef-

Some protesters in Israel have called on the government to help Ukraine resist the Russian invasion.

forts.
However, other commentators 

caution that only a fool could trust 
Vladimir Putin now.

Israel is prepared to be a go-be-
tween. It believes it’s a card that 
should be kept on the table, which 
the West can play if  it needs. Of  
course, it’s not the only lens in the 
Middle East through which the war 
is seen.

Many in Arab countries, having 
lived the aftershocks of  American 
and British invasions, condemn the 
West for what they see as its double 
standards over Ukraine. Palestin-

ians point to Western backing for 
Ukrainian resistance and celebration 
of  its leaders and ask: What about 
us? Israeli critics of  this argument 
have been very vocal too, saying 
there is no equivalence between the 
two conflicts.

Meanwhile Turkey, historically 
a bridge between East and West, is 
also in the fray for dialogue between 
Russia and Ukraine. It’s hosting 
their foreign ministers in the Medi-
terranean city of  Antalya.

As for Mr Zelensky, he has wel-
comed Israel’s potential mediation, 
but revealed frustration too. The 

Ukrainian president was asked 
whether, as a Jewish man, he had 
expectations of  the Jewish state? 
“Our relations are not bad, not bad 
at all,” he said. But he added, refer-
ring to Mr Bennett: “I don’t think he 
is wrapped in our flag.”

Perhaps that’s what’s needed from 
a potential mediator. Mr Zelensky 
has thanked the Israeli leader for 
attempts to “end the war”. But that 
still feels a dim prospect despite 
Saturday’s diplomatic flurry. Since 
then, the calls have continued, but 
the roar of  the jet to Moscow has 
fallen silent.

Russia’s war on Ukraine upends
nuclear talks with Iran

R
ussia’s invasion of  
Ukraine is throwing into 
doubt global efforts to 
revive the nuclear deal 

with Iran, just as international 
mediators appeared poised to an-
nounce a breakthrough.

Negotiators from the U.S., Eu-
rope, Russia, China and Iran had 
largely managed to seal themselves 
off  from outside crises around the 
globe over nearly a year of  talks in 
Austria.

But international condemnation 
against Russia and a globally co-
ordinated sanctions regime - now 
targeting Russia’s oil exports, its 
main financial artery - is rever-
berating through the conference 
rooms in Vienna.

“The Russia-Ukraine crisis has 
certainly cast a darker shadow 
[over the talks] than it did a few 
days ago,” said Naysan Rafati, 
senior analyst on Iran for the In-
ternational Crisis Group.

Biden administration officials 
say that Russia has a key stake 
in reviving the agreement to re-

duce global risk for another nu-
clear-armed state, despite Russian 
President Vladimir Putin waging 
war against the West.

“Russia, for its own reasons, has 
chosen to be a participant in these 
negotiations because it wants to see 
Iran’s ability to get a nuclear weap-
on constrained,” Victoria Nuland, 
undersecretary of  state for political 
affairs, told the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee on Tuesday.

Nuland said negotiators in Vienna 
have “nearly completed” an agree-
ment on a pathway for the U.S. and 
Iran to return to compliance with 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of  
Action (JCPOA), the formal name 
for the nuclear deal that former Pres-
ident Trump withdrew from in 2018.

But Russian and Iranian officials 
in recent days have issued state-
ments laying out hard-line demands 
and casting doubt on the potential of  
the talks concluding.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi 
said Tuesday that Tehran would 
not abandon its “red lines” over re-
joining the deal, which are said to 

include guarantees that would bar 
any future U.S. presidential admin-
istration from withdrawing from 
the deal, lifting all sanctions and al-
lowing Iran a measure of  recourse 
if  United Nations sanctions were 
reimposed in a so-called “snap-
back”, according to Iran’s semioffi-
cial FARS News agency.

And Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov has recently pressed 
for Russia to have “unhindered” 
access to the Iranian market when 
sanctions are lifted against Tehran, 
as Moscow is buckling under sanc-
tions imposed over its invasion of  
Ukraine.

Russia’s ambassador to Iran, 
Levan Dzhagaryan, reiterated on 
Wednesday “that the negotiations 
on the ‘nuclear deal’ with Iran 
should take into account the le-
gitimate interests of  Russia in the 
implementation of  comprehensive 
cooperation with Iran.”

Yet Nuland, in front of  lawmak-
ers, said the U.S. would not bow to 
Russian extortion efforts related to 
the nuclear deal.

Friday 11 - Saturday 12 March, 2022  



Cover

News Echo   Friday 11 - Saturday 12 March, 2022                                                                   Page 18

Mixed reactions trail Umahi’s sack

T
he recent ruling 
by a Federal High 
Court sitting 

presided over by Justice 
Iyang Ekwo, sacking 
David Umahi and 
Eric Kelechi Igwe, as 
governor and deputy 
governor of  Ebonyi state, 
has generated mixed bag 
of  reactions with the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) describing the 
judgement as “reckless”.

In a statement, Salisu 
Na’inna Dambatta, APC 
director of  publicity, said 
the judge committed a 
“glaring judicial error” 
by ordering Umahi’s 
sack without relying 
on any provision of  the 
constitution.

Dambatta said the 
judge did not understand 
the difference between 
governorship candidate 
of  a political party as 
contemplated by the 
electoral act and duly-
elected governor.

According to him, 
the court relied on an 
“outdated” Supreme 
Court case of  Rotimi 
Amaechi and Celestine 
Omehia.

“The presiding judge 
committed a glaring 
judicial error by giving 
judgement, sacking a duly 
elected and sworn-in 
governor and his deputy 
without relying on or 
citing any provision(s) 
of  the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria or any provision 
of  the electoral act that 
empowers the court to 
sack a sitting governor 
and or his deputy,” the 
media director said.

“This is purely a 
travesty of  justice.

 “It is absolutely 
ridiculous and 
questionable, as it 
is shameful that a 
judge could decide a 
weighty matter such as 
conditions for sacking 
the governor of  a state 
without relying on any 
express provision of  the 
constitution, electoral 

act or judicial authority 
either of  superior 
courts or even courts of 
coordinate jurisdiction.

“The constitution 
of  Nigeria upholds the 
supremacy of  the right 
of  association of  persons 
(even to defect from one 
political party to the 
other).”

Dambatta asked 
Ebonyi residents to 
disregard the verdict 
because it is “dead on 
arrival”.

However, the sacked 
governor and his deputy 
have rejected the court 
judgment, describing it 
as a mockery of  justice. 
Though the duo have 
reportedly filed an appeal 
with the Appellant court.

Umahi insisted he 
is still the governor of 
Ebonyi State, stressing 
that no criminal or civil 
proceedings can be 
brought against him as a 
sitting governor.

He told journalists 
in Abakaliki, the state 
capital: “There is nothing 
to worry about at all. In 
the first place, there is no 
Constitutional provision 
for any hatchet man 
to remove a governor. 

There are three ways 
whereby a governor can 
vacate his seat: either 
by death, resignation or 
impeachment through 
the House of  Assembly. 
There is no other 
Constitutional provision 
that empowers a 
hatchet man to turn the 
Constitution and the law 
upside down.”

“I have listened to the 
judgment of  Ekwo and 
it is very obvious that 
he was on a mission. He 
was making all efforts 
to upturn the rulings of 
the Supreme Court and 
Appeal Court on issues 
like this.

“We heard the 
rumours before now, 
that he was determined 
to give judgment against 
all known laws and 
the Constitution, first 
to embarrass APC, 
secondly, to embarrass 
the Federal Government.

“For me, I do not feel 
worried. But I feel so 
sorry for the judiciary. 
The executive may have 
problems. The legislature 
may have problems. But 
the moment justice can 
be purchased, then we 
are in trouble in this 

country. The ruling, 
this afternoon, is clear 
evidence that the 
country is in trouble.

On the other hand, 
the Southeast chapter of 
the PDP has described 
the ouster of  Umahi as 
victory for democracy. 
National Vice Chairman 
of  the party, Dr. Ali 
Odefa said: “God used 
the PDP to make Umahi 
governor and God can 
also use us to remove 
him. It is victory for 
democracy. He ran away 
with our mandate, a 
mandate that was freely 
given to him. We are 
happy that the court has 
seen reasons with us 
and has done the right 
thing.”

“In a democracy, it 
is the will of  the people 
that triumphs not force. 
He cannot jettison our 
party with our mandate 
and want to enjoy it.”

Meanwhile, the 
Nigeria Bar Association 
(NBA), has described 
the sacked governor 
Umahi’s vituperations 
against Justice 
Ekwo as “national 
embarrassment”. In 
a statement issued 

on Wednesday by its 
President, Olumide 
Akpata, said Governor 
Umahi’s attack on Justice 
Ekwo was unfortunate 
and unacceptable.

Mr Akpata said 
Mr Umahi’s language 
against the judgment 
and the judge was 
“intemperate”.

The Association said 
the governor, “arrogated 
to himself  the judicial 
powers and magisterial 
authority to declare the 
judgment of  a court of 
competent jurisdiction 
as null and void while 
unashamedly declaring 
his intention to disregard 
in favour of  another.

“To put it plainly, 
this is impunity of 
the highest order and 
executive rascality taken 
too far.”

Mr Akpata said the 
NBA does not have 
interest in the outcome 
of  the Ebonyi case, but 
that the association 
would not sit back and 
watch governor Umahi 
attack the judiciary.

He said the 
governor’s attack on 
the judge is a “national 
embarrassment”.

By Bright C. J. Okereke

Umahi

• APC knocks trial judge, PDP laud court ruling 

• As NBA berates sacked governor’s offensive comments on judge 

in Abuja, 
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announced by the club on 
Thursday via its official 
Twitter account with the 
attacker saying she's decided 
to 'stay at home'.

The new deal will see the 

contract and express her 
happiness with the new 
development.

“I am very happy to 
continue in the best team in 
the world. Not only because 

of  their football, you look 
outside the field of  play, and 
it is because of  how they treat 
t h e  p l a y e r s  t o  k e e p 
improving.

“I'm a striker and I want 
to continue scoring more 
goals. Love it. The goal is to 
keep growing and be happy,” 
she said.

Oshoala has scored 19 
goals and assisted three times 
this season in 16 league 

i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 

NF e d e r a t i o n  o n 
Thursday publicly 

p r e s e n t e d  D a a r 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s  P LC 
( o w n e r s  o f  A f r i c a 
Independent Television and 
Raypower Radio) as the 
exclusive ticket rights holder 
for the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 playoff  battle 
between Nigeria and Ghana 
in Abuja on Tuesday, 29th 
March 2022.

At a press conference 
inside the NFF Secretariat in 
the Federal Capital, NFF 
G e ne r a l  Se c r e t a r y,  D r 
Mohammed Sanusi said the 
Daar Communications bade 
for the right as part of  its 
c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l 
responsibility, and the NFF 
had accepted based on the 
Federa t ion ' s  t r u s t  and 
confidence in the broadcast 
company.

“Since inception of  its 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  D a a r 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  h a s 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  s h o w n 
remarkable love and support 
f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d 
development of  Nigeria 
football. The ticketing rights 
a w a r d e d  t o  D a a r 
Communications PLC today 
i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  o u r 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e 
organization to raise the 
profile of  the game and fill 
the stadium to the capacity 
approved by FIFA with 
passionate fans who will 
cheer the Super Eagles to 
victory and on to Qatar 
2022.”

Responding, the Group 
Managing Director of  Daar 
Communications, Mr Tony 
Anegbe Akiotu said: “The 
Super Eagles need all the 
support they can get for this 
big match. This move is part 
of  our own efforts to re-ignite 
the passion of  Nigerians in 
the National Team and 
Nigeria Football generally. 
G e t t i n g  f a n s  i n t o  t h e 
stadium, building up their 

excitement and anticipation 
in a unique way and finally 
getting them to unleash their 
energy in support of  the 
Eagles is our overriding 
primary objective.”

Nigeria takes the pitch 
against Ghana from 6 pm on 
Tuesday, 29th March in what 
will be the reverse leg of  a 
final round of  qualification 
campaign for a ticket at the 
2022 FIFA World Cup finals. 
Both teams wil l  in the 
process write another note in 
the two countries' 71-year 
football rivalry, during which 
58 matches would have been 
played before the day.

The encounter will also 
be the first time in seven years 
and five months since the 
Eagles last played at the 
Moshood Abiola National 
S t a d i u m .  T h a t  wa s  i n 
October 2014, in a 3-1 win 
over Sudan in an Africa Cup 
of  Nations qualifying match.

Also present at the 
occasion were Mr Raymond 
Dokpesi Jnr (Chairman, 
Daar Communications); Mr 
Charity Kadiri (Director of  
Finance & Admin, NFF); 
M r s  T o s i n  D o k p e s i 
(Managing Director, Daar 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s ) ;  M r 
Ademola Olajire (Director 
of  Communications, NFF); 
Mrs Paul ine Ugbodaga 
(Executive Director News, 
Daar Communications); 
Barr. Okey Obi (Ag. Director 
Legal, NFF); Mr Marcel 
Anyalechi (Chief  Internal 
A u d i t o r ,  D a a r 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s ) ;  M r 
A l i z o r  C h u k s  ( H e a d 
Marketing, NFF); Mr Tony 
Uya (Executive Director 
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  D a a r 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s ) ;  M r 
Tunde Orebiyi (Consultant 
S p o r t s ,  D a a r 
Communications) and; Mr 
Ca l l i s tu s  Ebare  (Head 
S p o r t s ,  D a a r 
Communications).

games. Statistically, it's her 
best season yet since she 
joined the team three and a 
half  years ago.

T h e  I k o r o d u - b o r n 
attacker has won two Spanish 
League titles, 1 Spanish 
Supercup, 2 Catalunya Cups, 
1 Spanish Queen's Cup and 1 
Champions League title so 
far in her stay at Catalunya.

In February, she played 
her 100th game for Barcelona 
and is considered one of  the 
fans' favourites at the club.

uper Falcons attacker, 

SAsisat Oshoala, has 
signed a new 2-year 

contract with Barcelona 
Femeni.

T h e  c o n t r a c t  w a s 

h e l s e a  o w n e r , 

CR o m a n 
Abramovich has 

been sanctioned by the UK 
government – meaning he is 
now unable to sell the club.

Abramovich has had 
“ h i s  a s s e t s  f r o z e n ,  a 
prohibition on transactions 
with UK individuals and 
businesses, a travel ban and 
t r a n s p o r t  s a n c t i o n s ” 
imposed on him. There is 

ports Writers in Lagos 

Sh ave  a dv i s e d  t h e 
N i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 

F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
respective league bodies to 
ensure the security of  its 
members in the course of  
their duty.

This clarion call was 
made by the Chairman of  
the Lagos Chapter of  the 
Sports Writers Association 
of  Nigeria (Lagos SWAN), 
Debo Oshundun while 
reacting to the harassment 
of  one of  its members, 
Adebayo Suleiman after a 
Nigeria National League 
game between Osun United 
and Ikorodu City FC at Ife.

“ I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e 
unfortunate video. It is sad 
that the Secretary of  the 
O s u n  S t a t e  F o o t b a l l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A m o o 
Abayomi could stoop so low 

to the level of  harassing a 
passionate journalist and 
inst igat ing the fans to 
unleash violence on him”.

“It is appalling that the 
FA scribe threw caution to 
t h e  w i n d  t o  e m b r a c e 
hooliganism. It shows how 
deep-rooted this disturbing 
case of  violence in our 

football system goes”.
Oshundun said the 

association will continue to 
dialogue with necessary 
stakeholders and will not 
hesitate to act if  push comes 
to shove.

“An injury to one is an 
i n j u r y  t o  a l l .  A s  a n 
association, we will not fold 

our hands and 
w a t c h  o u r 
m e m b e r s 
ridiculed in 
the course of  
the i r  work . 
W e  w i l l 
cont inue to 
e n g a g e  t h e 
leadership of  
the  Niger ia 
F o o t b a l l 
Federa t ion , 
L e a g u e 
Management 
C o m p a n y , 

Nigeria National League, 
NLO and  the  Nige r i a 
Wo m e n  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Football League”.

“We will not hesitate to 
withdraw our members 
from covering these beats if  
t h e i r  s a f e t y  i s  n o t 
guaranteed”.

Oshundun said at such 
a  t ime that  individual 
journalists and some media 
houses are trying to promote 
the leagues, journalists 
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  f e e l 
threatened.

“We expect that the 
leadership of  the NFF, NNL 
and also the Osun State 
Football Association will 
look into this case and make 
Amoo an example for all as 
we continue to say no to 
violence in our football”.

now doubt as to whether he 
will be able to sell the club 
due to the restrictions he is 
under.

The government have 
granted Chelsea a special 
license “which authorises a 
number of  football related 
activities to continue. This 
includes permissions for the 
club to continue playing 
matches and other football-
related activity which will in 

turn protect the Premier 
League, the wider football 
pyramid, loyal fans and 
other clubs”.

Abramovich has been 
sanctioned along with six of  
Russia's wealthiest and most 
influential oligarchs, whose 
business empires, wealth 
and connections are closely 
associated with Vladimir 
Putin's regime. They have a 
net worth of  £15bn.

Super Falcons skipper stay at 
the club until 2024.

Oshoala said she doesn't 
want to stop scoring for 
Barcelona as she posted a 
video to celebrate her new 

Oshoala signs new Barcelona 2-year deal

Government sanctions Chelsea owner, Roman
Abramovich

Lagos SWAN raises alarm over safety of its
members at local league venues

Qatar 2022 Battle:
NFF announces Daar
Communications as ticket
rights holder

Oshoala with club officials after signing the new contractOshoala with club officials after signing the new contractOshoala with club officials after signing the new contract

AbramovichAbramovichAbramovich
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England
13:30 Brighton - Liverpool - 2
16:00 Brentford - Burnley - un 3.5
18:30 Manchester Utd – Tottenham-1x
15:00 Chelsea – Newcastle-1

La Liga
18:30 Villarreal - Celta Vigo - 1
21:00 Getafe – Valencia… x2

Serie A
15:00 Salernitana - Sassuolo -1x
18:00 Sampdoria - Juventus - x2
20:45AC Milan – Empoli-1

Bundesliga
17:30 Dortmund - Arminia Bielefeld- 1
19:30 Greuther Furth - RB Leipzig- 2

Others
16:00 Rangers - Aberdeen - 1
16:00 Sabah Baku – Qarabag- ov 2.5
14:30 Heracles – Vitesse- 2
20:00 AZ Alkmaar – Twente-1
18:00 Olympiacos Piraeus – Aris- 1
20:30 PAOK – Giannina-1
15:00 Sheriff  Tiraspol – Milsami- 1

ngland and France Eare in for a tug-of-
war in their quest to 

secure  the  ser v ices  o f  
Crystal Palace ace, Michael 
Olise.

England coach, Gareth 
Southgate, has desperately 
made a move for the Nigeria-

h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d Tpartners of  England's 
World Cup footballers 

will head for a booze cruise in 
Qatar and swerve the country's 
draconian drinking laws.

Sportsmail understands 
that a number of  apartments 
and studios were offered to the 
Three Lions' travelling party 
but were not deemed to be up 
to standard.

Instead, the other halves 
and relatives of  the likes of  

H a r r y  K a n e ,  J o r d a n 
Henderson and Raheem 
Sterling have opted for a 
luxury liner.

T h e  l e v e l  o f  
accommodation offered on the 
water has been deemed much 
more suitable and comes with 
the added bonus that those 
involved will be able to toast 
v i c to r y,  o r  d rown  the i r 
sor rows,  a f te r  watch ing 
Gareth Southgate's men in 
action.

A l c o h o l  c a n n o t  b e 
consumed in public spaces in 
Qatar and is only available in 
the privacy of  selected hotels 
in the majority Muslim and 
conservative country.

However, a number of  
cruise ships and yachts will be 
moored in the port close to 
Doha, where families can 
relax and enjoy a drink if  they 
wish.

FIFA got in touch with a 
number of  options ahead of  
the November-December 
tournament, but it is thought 
that the quality on offer was 
not what was expected.

The main reason for 
switching to the ship was that 
the rooms available were 
c o n s i d e r e d  mu c h  m o r e 
comfortable. However, the 
ability to unwind with a drink 
and potentially crack open the 
celebratory champagne has 
come as a welcome bonus.

i l a n  l e g e n d , MC l a r e n c e 
S e e d o r f ,  h a s 

doubts regarding Kylian 
M b a p p é  j o i n i n g  Re a l 
Madrid: 'Maybe he needs 
another team…'

The French star scored 
two goals in two games 
against the Merengues in the 
Champions League Round 
of  16, but it was somehow 
not enough to qualify for the 
quarter-finals as a hat-trick 
of  Karim Benzema at the 
Bernabeu last night helped 
Carlo Ancelotti's side to get 
a spot in the Final Eight of  
Europe's elite competition.

uke Shaw is keen to Ldiscuss new terms 
wi th  Manches te r 

United.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 

Guardian, Shaw is willing to 
agree a new deal.

The left-back is 'happy' at 
Old Trafford and enjoys 
playing for the Red Devils.

His current £150,000-a-
week deal is set to expire in 

2023,  a l though United 
possess an option to trigger a 
12 month extension.

A renewal will likely see 
Shaw receive a pay rise.

The 26-year-old has 
represented United since 
2014, when they made him 
the world's most expensive 
teenager by shelling out 
£30million to purchase him 
from Southampton.

He has since racked up 
212 appearances for the Red 
Devils.

Seedorf  was one of  the 
pundits commenting on the 
game for Amazon Prime 
I t a l i a  a n d  s h a r e d  h i s 
t h o u g h t s  o n  M b a p p é 
p o s s i b ly  j o i n i n g  Re a l 
Madrid as a free agent at the 
end of  the season.

“I don't see Mbappé in 
this team [Real Madrid],” 
the former Netherlands 
international said.

“If  he plays on the left, it 
means that Vinicius must 
remain out. Where would 
he play? On the right in place 
o f  A s e n s i o ?  T h a t ' s  a 
possibility.

“Look at what Karim 
Benzema did tonight [last 
night]. He understood that 
the team needed him, so he 
came deep to get the ball. 
Mbappé doesn ' t  do i t . 
Neymar did it instead, 
trying to regain control of  
the game. Perhaps Mbappé 
needs another environment 
to grow further.”

and French-Algerian mother 
so is eligible to play for four 
different countries, leading 
to a tug-of-war over his 
national side.

Southgate has not given 
up trying to tempt Olise, 
with talks said to be ongoing 
and the player in no rush to 

born midfielder Olise.
The FA had held talks 

with Olise but the 20-year-
old is  leaning towards 
staying with France, whom 
he has represented at Under 
18 level, says the Daily Mail.

O l i s e  wa s  b o r n  i n 
London to a Nigerian father 

decide.
His last appearance for 

France Under-18s came 
three years ago and last 
March he was named on the 
standby list by Nigeria for 
two Africa Cup of  Nations 
qualifying matches, but did 
not join up with the squad.
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England, France fighting for Nigeria-born Palace star, Olise

Transfer window: I don't see Mbappe joining
Real Madrid – Seedorf  

Luke Shaw eager to discuss new terms
with Man Utd

Qatar 2022: England WAGs to stay
in Cruise Ship

OliseOliseOlise

MbappeMbappeMbappe

ShawShawShawEngland WAGsEngland WAGsEngland WAGs


