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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission, INEC, has 

said that it might suspend 
the ongoing nationwide 
continuous voter registra-
tion, CVR, exercise in July.

The Chief  Press Secre-
tary to the INEC Chair-
man, Mr. Rotimi Oyeka-
nmi, made this known to 
newsmen while speaking 
on the sidelines of  the on-
going two-day Editorial Ca-
pacity Building Workshop 
for INEC Public Affairs Of-
ficers at Lagos.

Mr. Oyekanmi, who 
noted that the suspension 
might be attributed to the 
fact that most Nigerians are 
still waiting for the last-min-
ute rush before presenting 
themselves for the regis-
tration, said that the com-
mission was impressed by 
those, who had completed 
their registration, both on-
line pre-registration and the 
physical capturing of  biom-

etrics.
On the training, Mr. 

Oyekanmi said INEC had 
media platforms like online 
newspapers, social media 
and public affairs officers in 
each of  the thirty-six states 
and the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory, FCT.

He added that staff  in the 
Voter Education and Pub-
licity Department must be 
equipped for information 
dissemination and that the 
commission would enrich 
its information dissemina-
tion and also improve the 
capability of  its public af-
fairs officers, so that when 
they go out to represent the 
commission, they would 
speak with one voice.

Resign as Petroleum Minister
- Ohanaeze tells Buhari
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
hanaeze Ndig-
bo worldwide 
on Monday ap-

pealed to President Mu-
hammadu Buhari to re-
sign from the position of  
Minister of  petroleum 
and appoint a more com-
petent person to tackle 
the challenges as fuel 
scarcity becomes serious 
in Nigeria.

Mazi Okechuk-
wu Isiguzoro, Secre-
tary-General

Ohanaeze said that the 
President’s position as 
Minister of  Petroleum 
has created a loophole 
for unpatriotic elements 
to sabotage and inflict 
untold hardship on Nige-
rians.

Isiguzoro said that the 

burden of  leadership on 
President Buhari is enor-
mous and the additional 
responsibility as Minister 
of  Petroleum is making 
matters worst.

He insisted that the 
manner the Ministry of  
Petroleum is current-
ly run by the president 
shows that he is not com-
petent enough to man 
such a serious sector.

Isiguzoro advised that 
appointing a better hand 
to man such a sensitive 
ministry that controls the 
Nigerian economy will 
create more opportunities 
to end up the cartel dom-
inant leverages in the oil 
and gas sector.

He said that Nigerians 
are facing difficulties now 
and additional hikes in 
prices of  petroleum prod-

ucts will make life mis-
erable for Nigerians but 
enrich a few unpatriotic 
elements that control the 
market forces in the pe-
troleum sector.

Isiguzoro said that the 
situation in the country 
now is very pathetic, with 
the return of  long queues 
at petrol filling stations 
and the return of  Black 

Market on the streets are 
very worrisome.

“All efforts should be 
geared towards

 finding lasting solu-
tions to ensure that these 
outrageous prices for the 
petroleum products won’t 
spake national protests 
against the federal gov-
ernment, which must be 
avoided,” he said.

Isiguzoro said that the 
news of  adulterated pe-
troleum products might 
be a scam and the avenue 
for the cartel controlling 
the market forces in the 
petroleum sector used 
to create artificial scar-
city in other to increase 
the prices of  petroleum 
products for their selfish 
agenda and inflict untold 

hardships on Nigerians 
to destabilize the coun-
try and additional cost to 
governance.

He charged the Federal 
Government to make a 
deep search inwardly for 
a competent person who 
will replace President 
Buhari as the Minister of  
Petroleum as soon as pos-
sible.

Anambra vigilante planned attack: Police seeks protection
of lives, properties of residents 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

I
n a bid to safeguard 
the security of  lives 
and property of  Ndi 

Anambra, as well as 
checkmate the activities 
of  miscreants, Anambra 
Police Commissioner, CP 

Echeng Echeng has urged 
residents to come up with 
useful information that 
will aid assist the com

-

mand.
It was gathered that 

some miscreants are plan
-

ning attack on vigilante 
members in some part of  
communities in the state. 

Int’l Women’s Day: Anambra Speaker calls for 
elimination of discrimination, obnoxious laws
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

A
s the world cele-
brates the Inter-
national Women’s 

Day Speaker, Anambra 
State Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Uche Okafor has called 
for total elimination of  all 
forms of  discrimination 
and obnoxious laws against 
women.

As the world marks the 
International Woman’s 
Day, Okafor urged various 
legislative institutions in the 
country to accord women 

their rightful position with 
maximum security through 
legislations.

In his goodwill message 
to women, the, Speaker ex-
tolled the contributions of  
some notable women to the 
growth and development 
of  the country and urged 
upcoming ones to comport 
themselves in order to be-
come virtuous women.

The speaker who used the 
occasion to advocate total 
elimination of  all forms of  
discrimination and harm-
ful practices against wom-
en, enjoined them to form 
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Public Relations Officer, 
of  the command, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu dis-
closed this in a statement 
made availaable to News 
Echo on Monday.

According to the state-
ment, “following the in-
formation received of  
planned attacks by some 
unscrupulous elements 
on the Vigilante members 
in the state, the Commis-
sioner of  Police CP Ech-
eng Echeng urged resi-
dent/indigenes to come 
forward with information 
to unmask the identities 
of  these bad elements/
persons”. 

Also, the Commissioner 
had “ordered immediate 
deployment of  State Intel-
ligence Bureau (SIB) per-
sonnel of  the command 
to gather intelligence to 
compliment the existing 
operational personnel/
assets already deployed 
within many areas of  the 
state”.

However, the Command 
has sued for calm and as-
sured that the Police and 

other security agents are 
more committed in pro-
viding security services 
to everyone and all stake-
holders in the state. You 
are encouraged to call the 
Command  control room 
number on 07039194332 
or call the Command Po-
lice Public Relations Of-
ficer on 08039334002. in 
this regard.

co-operatives to assist one 
another.

He commended the wife 
of  the governor, Dr. Ebel-
echukwu Obiano for using 
her pet project, “Caring 
Family Enhancement Ini-
tiative, CAFE to uplift the 
living standard of  women 
in the state, expressing hope 
that the wife of  the incom-
ing governor, Nonye Solu-
do will sustain the tempo.

Okafor appealed to gov-
ernment at different levels 
to give women a chance to 
excel in politics by appoint-
ing them to key positions of  
authority.

CHANGE OF NAME:
 

I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as  MISS 
O N W U C H E K W A 
JAMES SHARON 
EUNICE, now wish to 
be known, called and 
addressed as MRS. 
ROWLAND SHARON 
EUNICE.

All documents bearing 
my former name remain 
valid. The general public 
should note.

 
Signed:
MRS. ROWLAND
 SHARON EUNICE

Okorocha, Uzodimma battle
heightens
...As Nwafor, Ebere lay claim to State party structure
...Members confused on authentic line-up

attle for the soul of  BImo State chapter of  
the All Progressive 

Congress (APC) is gradually 
swelling to crescendo as the 
Daniel Nwafor, led faction, a 
loyalist to former governor 
Rochas Okorocha is strongly 
laying claims to the conduct 
of  the party's activities in the 
state, as the substantive 
chairman while Macdonald 
Ebere, led faction that is loyal 
to the incumbent governor of  
the State, Hope Uzodimma, 
has refused to recognize 
Nwafor.

The crisis got messier 

when the Supreme Court, last 
week recognized Daniel 
Nwafor,  a s  the  pa r ty ' s 
authentic State Chairman 
until Monday, May 27 when 
it will deliver judgement on 
the leadership crisis rocking 
the Imo state chapter of  the 
All Progressive Congress, 
APC. 

Reports have it that, 
s i n c e  t h e  s u d d e n 
p ronouncement  by  the 
Supreme Court last week, the 
Dan Nwafor led faction, have 
been rejoicing and calling on 
the APC National Caretaker 
Committee, led by the Yobe 
State governor, Mai Mala 
Buni, to recognize Nwafor's 

led State Executive and its 
Working Committee, as the 
authentic exco's and accord 
them required regards and as 
well as communicate same to 
the party members in the 
State.

However, Macdonald 
Ebere, who is recognized by 
t h e  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l 
leadership as the authentic 
State Chairman for the party 
has not released any bit in 
managing and conducting 
the activities of  the party in 
t h e  S t a t e,  a n d  a s  we l l 
governor Uzodimma, who is 
the leader of  the party in the 
State has equally refused to 
recognize Nwafor in the said 

capacity, in spite of  the 
Supreme Court's order. 

H o w e v e r ,  s o m e 
members of  the party in the 
State who spoke to News 
Echo, on the condition of  
a n o n y m i t y  e x p r e s s e d 
confusion over which faction 
will emerge victorious at the 
May 27, judgement. One of  
the party faithful in the State 
said, his group is already 
r o m a n c i n g  w i t h  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  t w o 
factions, so as to be on the 
safe side, whichever faction 
that wins the case can carry 
them along.

By Bright C. J. Okereke



APC lacks capacity to practice democracy - Wike

News

Jubilation, ‘weeping’ in Umuahia Catholic
Diocese after Ugorji’s appointment  
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he appointment of  
Bishop Lucius Ugor-
ji as the new Catho-

lic Archbishop of  Owerri 
Catholic Diocese by Pope 
Francis has elicited mixed 
reactions from Catholic 
faithful in the Umuahia Di-

ocese.
Archbishop Ugorji, un-

til  his recent appointment, 
was the Catholic  Bishop 
of  Umuahia and had dis-
charged his duties cred-
itably to the satisfaction 
of  most members of  the 
Church in the Diocese, 
since after succeeding the 
late Bishop Anthony Gogo 

Nwedo,  from Oguta, in 
1990.

Immediately the news of  
Bishop Ugorji’s elevation 
to the position of  an Arch-
bishop broke out on Sun-
day in Umuahia, there was 
spontaneous celebration 
at Matter Dei Cathedral, 
Umuahia, the secretariat 
of  Umuahia Catholic Dio-

By Godson Nwosu,
PH 

R
ivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike said 
the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) do not have 
the capacity to practice inter-
nal democracy.

He maintained that lack 
of  such capacity has made it 
difficult for them to organise 
a mere national convention.

Governor Wike made the 
assertion at the inauguration 
of  Orogbum Crescent (road) 
project at the New Govern-
ment Reserved Area (GRA) 
Phase II, in Port Harcourt 
Local Government Area on 

Monday.
The governor said he is 

happy to be a member of  
the Peoples Democratic par-
ty (PDP) because it is solid 
on its resolve to serve as the 
only available hope for Nige-
rians in the quest to rescue the 
country.

“APC has failed. Look at 
their crisis. It is just ordinary 
convention that is a problem. 
Ordinary convention that 
didn’t take us time as opposi-
tion party.

“There is no internal de-
mocracy in APC. It is only 
one man who decides. Mr. 
President travelled to Kenya, 
came back on Saturday and 

ordered that this and that 
should happen and travelled 
again yesterday (Sunday).

Governor Wike pointed to 
how his administration has 
consistently executed devel-
opment projects that have 
advanced the State, and par-
ticularly restored the Garden 
City status of  the state capi-
tal, Port Harcourt.

The governor challenged 
his critics to stop living on the 
pages of  newspapers where 
they spread misinformation 
and castigate government 
policy without any fact.

“Each time I read com-
ments made by people who 
have failed, I just laugh at 

cese.
Many clergymen ,Rev-

erend Sisters, and Knights 
who met at the Cathedral 
were seen raising  hands 
in thanksgiving that their 
Bishop has been rewarded 
by God and the the Pope, 
for his dedication.

However, some members 
of  the Church who spoke 
to News Echo said though 
Bishop Ugorji’s elevation 
to the Archbishop of  Ower-
ri was a good development, 
his charisma, humility and 
dedication to duty would 

be totally missed by the 
Umuahia Diocese.

This group of  members 
recalled how the Ower-
ri-born Ugorji transformed 
the Umuahia Catholic Dio-
cese, building on the foun-
dations of  the former Bish-
op, Anthony Nwedo.

Some parishioners at 
Matter Dei Parish, Umua-
hia, Mrs Chinwe Ugele 
and Dr Athanasius Ozoibe 
said the sterling achieve-
ments of  their outgoing 
Bishop would always stand 
the tests of  times and said 

the Church in Abia State 
would surely miss him.

Mrs Chinwe Ugele who 
spoke in tears, said , “ My 
Bishop, Most Rev Lucious 
Iwejuru Ugorji, it is hard 
to accept that you are go-
ing away . This elevation 
should make me happy but 
I have my reservations.

As always, go with God 
to your new posting and 
may you continue to light 
up anywhere you are. All 
hail the new Archbishop of  
Owerri Diocese”, said Mrs 
Ugele in tears.

L-R: Catholic Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province, His Grace, Most Rev Dr. Anthony JV Obinna, Women Affairs Minister, Mrs. 
Pauline Tallen and Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State during the opening session of Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria at 
St. Gabriel Chaplaincy, Durumi, Abuja on Sunday.

them. People think the only 
way they can be candidates 
of  their party is when they 
go to newspapers to say what 
they don’t have the facts on.

Wike asked residents and 
those who know the new 
GRA very well to mention 
any road that has been left 
unattended to by his admin-
istration. He said there is 
no doubt that residents and 
those who do business in the 
new GRA will enjoy the as-
sociated benefits that come 
with good roads.

Inaugurating the project, 
Governor of  Abia State, Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu noted that it 
was the second time for him 
to perform such function and 
expressed delight with the re-
sult of  the urban renewal pro-
gramme of  Governor Wike.

He said the days are gone 
when politicians will ride 
on rhetoric and make bogus 
promises that they are not 
prepared to fulfil.

 “Wike has become synon-
ymous with projects and the 
message Governor Wike is 
sending to Nigerians, espe-
cially the public is for us to 
for once remove our atten-
tion from rhetoric and look 
at result.

2023: AFA urges political parties on 
social inclusive, gender responsive 
policies, constitution  
By Chigozie Uzosike

T
o mark the interna-
tional women’s day 
celebration, Alliances 

for Africa (AFA) in collabo-
ration with INEC and with 
support from CISLAC and 
MacArthur foundation or-
ganised a one day consulta-
tive meeting with registered 
political parties in Imo State, 
has called on political par-
ties to embrace the spirit of  
social inclusiveness and gen-
der responsiveness in their 
policies and constitutions. 
Speaking in the meeting, the 
INEC REC, Imo state, Prof. 
Francis Ezeonu represent-
ed by the Public Relations 
Officer of  INEC, Dr. Chi-
nenye Chijioke-Osuji noted 
that given that alot of  factors 
prohibit women from par-
ticipating in politics ranging 
from, culture and tradition, 
religion, male dominance, 
patriarchy, gender roles, abil-
ity to balance work and pol-
itics, social economic status 
among others, there is need 
according to her, to ensure 
increased accountability, 
closing of  legal loopholes, 
improving techniques for 
conflict resolution, increased 
representation of  marginal-
ized groups among the polit-
ical parties. 

The political parties were 
urged to give reasonable 
percentage to women and 
marginalized groups like 
PWDs, Albinos, the visually 
impaired, women to enable 
them participate actively in 
the electoral process espe-
cially as the 2023 elections 
draw near.

She also tasked them to 
ensure that their ideologies 
contribute to democrat-
ic governance of  the state, 
make provisions in their par-
ty constitutions that promote 
principles of  good democrat-
ic governance, so that both 
the policies and constitu-
tions of  the political parties 
are socially inclusive and 
gender responsive in their 
2023 electoral process to give 
more voices and positions 

for women.  
 Duru Blessing of  AFA 

noted that the women are 
not asking to be equal with 
the men but that let there be 
social inclusion and gender 
responsiveness in their con-
stitution and policies where 
the marginalized will have 
say in issues that concern 
them especially that they bet-
ter say where the shoe pitch-
es them.

In his opinion, the APGA 
chairman Imo State, Hon. 
John Iwuala noted that the 
parties have platforms for 
women to actively partici-
pate in party politics but the 
challenge is that women do 
not come to take their right-
ful place, adding that the 
political parties have certain 
percentage of  positions re-
served for women. He laud-
ed the political parties for 
making out time to attend 
the consultative meeting es-
pecially that it will further 
enhance the performance of  
the parties as the 2023 gen-
eral elections come close. 
Lilian Ibeh of  AFA asked 
the political parties to contin-
ue to give political space for 
the women and the margin-
alized to actively participate 
in the electoral process for 
inclusive and gender respon-
sive democratic governance. 

She noted that the event 
was to mark the Internation-
al Women’s Day Celebration 
held every 8th of  March. She 
extolled INEC, Imo state for 
the collaboration in hosting 
the consultative meeting..

ABSU accuses 500L Law
student of parading fake result
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
500-level  student of  
Abia State Univer-
sity , Uturu, Onwu-

ka Chimezie Princewill has 
been rusticated by the insti-
tution for alleged forgery of  
results.

Onwuka was accused by 
the university of  claiming to 

have graduated from ABSU 
when he still had an outstand-
ing course to pass.

In a release signed by Dr 
Acho Elendu, the Registrar 
of  ABSU dated October and 
made available to newsmen 
recently, the student, Onwu-
ka Chimezie Princewill was 
accused of  allegedly falsifying 
his academic transcript, an of-
fense considered heavy by the 

school.
The release further in-

formed that a staff  of  Abia 
State University in the Insti-
tute for Computer Studies 
(ICS), Mr Bestman Ugorji 
allegedly aided the academic 
fraud by displaying the said 
fake results on social media.

As a consequence, Ugor-
ji  has been suspended and 
placed on half  salary for six 
months and has also been 
posted out of  the Institute, 
said the release.

The Registrar explained 

that these decisions by the 
school authority are in imple-
mentation of  the findings of  a 
panel set up to investigate the 
matter, adding that credibility 
and transparency of  results at 
ABSU are sacrosanct, hence 
“ any case of  forgery and oth-
er vices  will not go unpun-
ished.

It would be recalled that the 
governing council of  the uni-
versity, led by Senator Adol-
phus Wabara has last month, 
vowed to punish any staff  
found extorting students or 
involving in related offences.
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Editorial

Recovering Nigeria 
from years of painful 
democracy
W

hen the military regime 
handed over power to a 
democratically elected 

civilian government on May 29, 1999, 
majority of Nigerians believed the 
democratic era would deliver peaceful 
and flourishing future for the nation.

As a country which nature has 
endowed liberally with both human 
and mineral resources of various 
kind, there were high expectations 
that the nation’s democratic leaders 
would be sincere and patriotic enough 
to nurture the oil-rich country to 
greatness.  

Instead, the democratic leaders 
led the country to a colossal abuse, 
shattering the good dreams and 
aborting the noble expectations of the 
people. 

Frankly, Nigerians are really 
jittery considering the manner of 
democracy operating in the country 
in the past twenty-one (21) years with 
its successive leaders inflicting the 
consequences of poor management 
of resources on the hapless masses 
with reckless spending of common 
wealth, executive arrogance and 
impunity, legislative rascality and the 
irregularity of the judiciary and all 
these have all combined and conspired 
to bring about downfall to the nation 
and her democratic governance.

These leaders have redefined and 
conveyed democracy to benefit only 
the political class, their cronies, 
family and friends to the detriment of 
the rest of the masses from who gave 
them power to lead or govern them.

Many have argued that Nigeria runs 
a presidential system of government 
which has been described as too 
awkward and technically expensive 
because of the large retinue of political 
office holders and their aids—special 
and senior special assistants/advisers 
who also have their offices with a 
considerable number of staff.

The power sector has become a mess 
with our democratic dispensation. 
It has become unproductive and 
therefore settled for privatization yet 
it has become worse off. 

Our democracy have rather 
encouraged insurgency causing 
mindless murder of innocent citizens, 
rampaging Fulani herdsmen causing 
untold mayhem across the country, 
banditry, kidnapping, terrorism, 
raping and maiming.

According to the World Poverty 
Clock, Nigeria is the world’s 
headquarters of extreme poverty 
with job losses, insecurity, high level 
of poverty, and the country has been 
severely torn apart with a divisive 
style of leadership occasioned by our 
uninformed democratic leaders.

In a report released in May 2018, 
Nigeria had 87 million poor people, 
replacing India with the population 
of 1.3 billion people and with only 73 
million people who are extremely poor. 
In a recent report (May 4, 2020) released 
by the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS), 40.1percent (or 82.9 million) of 
Nigerians are extremely poor.

The National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) in the same report put the urban 
poverty index at 18.04percent while 
the rural poverty rate is estimated at 
52.10percent. A certain report, about 
seven years ago showed that there were 
112 million poor people in Nigeria.

Significantly, what those saddled 
with leading the country are doing 
at the moment to lift her from the 
stagnation that has gulped her since 
1999 till date with about 22 years 
uninterrupted democracy rule.

However, some political analysts 
insist that democracy still remains 
the best form of government, more 
so for a country like Nigeria that has 
had the ugly experience of military 
dictatorship for many years while 
some others argue that restructuring 
the country to pure federalism where 
States are autonomous will make 
things work for the country.

It is also our belief that Nigeria can 
still be recovered if our leaders can 
build the right democratic attitude 
and lifestyle because China was able 
to pull out over 700 million of her 
citizens from poverty in less than three 
decades.
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The meaning of “Next of Kin”

T
he term “next of  kin” 
simpliciter, does not 
confer the right of  

inheritance on the person so 
named. If  so, of  what use is 
the term?”

INTRODUCTION
The meaning and the legal 

implication of  the term “next 
of  kin” have been constantly 
misunderstood by the 
ordinary public. 

It appears, though 
erroneously, that many 
people think that once you 
are appointed the next of  kin 
of  a person, it automatically 
gives you the right to inherit 
the person’s estate upon his 
demise. 

In fact, many people think 
that, a next of  kin gives an 
exclusive right over a person’s 
property.

The above erroneous belief  
and understanding of  the term 
next of  kin has made many 
people to shy away from the 
need to make a Will. 

This is because, they 
think appointing a next of  
kin, is a way of  naming your 
beneficiary. 

However, the above 
assumption is not in 
conformity with the law. 

It must be noted that, 
ignorance of  the law is not an 
excuse.

What then is the meaning 
of  the term “next of  kin”?

The term, next of  kin has 
been described as the nearest 
blood relative of  a person. 

See JOSEPH v 
FAJEMILEHIN O. O & Anor 
(2012) LPELR-9849(CA). 

The term can also refer to a 

person who can be contacted 
or notified in cases of  
emergencies or eventualities. 

For instance, one of  the 
forms that is usually filled 
while on transit, requires the 
information of  next of  kin. 

This is needed in case of  
any accident. 

In other words, where there 
is an accident involving that 
person, his next of  kin shall 
be notified or informed.

Also, the term is constantly 
put into use by hospitals. 

In this case, next of  kin 
means a person who can make 
medical decisions for a person 
who is incapacitated or unable 
to do so, during emergencies.

The term is also frequently 
used in financial documents 
by banks and other financial 
institutions. 

In this instance, next of  
kin means a person who can 
ensure that the proper steps 
are taken towards the recovery 
of  the money held at the bank, 
at the demise of  the owner. In 
other words, being a next of  
kin of  a person, as regards 
his money in the bank, does 
not give a right to inherit such 
money, either partly or as a 
whole.

WHAT IS THE LEGAL 
IMPLICATION OF THE 
TERM NEXT OF KIN AS 
IT RELATES TO THE LAW 
OF SUCCESSION?

It must be noted that 
appointment of  a next of  
kin is not a substitute to the 
making of  a valid Will. 

The reason is because, 
when a person dies testate 
(that is, the person made 
a valid Will), the matter 
of  next of  kin is of  no 
relevance. 

The estate of  a deceased 
person who dies testate is 
distributed strictly according 
to the Will. 

Thus, his next of  kin will 
only be entiled to his estate, 
if  the Will says so.

On the other hand, 
in a situation where the 
deceased died intestate (that 
is, without making a valid 
Will), the question of  the 
distribution of  his estate is 
governed by the law. 

The customary law/
Islamic law or the 
Administration of  Estate 
Law will apply depending 
on the kind of  marriage 
contracted by the deceased. 

In other words, if  
the deceased contracted 
a statutory marriage 
(popularly known as court 
marriage), the distribution of  
his estate shall be governed 
by either the English Law 
or the Administration of  
Estate Law. 

named as a next of  kin, is also 
named in a valid Will made 
by the deceased, he is entitled 
to an inheritance not because 
he is a next of  kin, rather, 
because, he is named in the 
Will.

CONCLUSION
A next of  kin, who is 

usually a blood relative, 
though not always, has no 
legal right of  inheritance by 
virtue of  his status as a next 
of  kin simpliciter. 

However, it must be noted 
that the appointment of  a 
next of  kin is not a means or 
method of  naming an heir. 

A next of  kin is not 
recognised as an heir under the 
Nigerian law of  succession.

Therefore, next of  kin, 
stricto sensu, does not by any 
stretch of  imagination, entitle 
the person so named an 
automatic right of  inheritance. 

If  the person so named as 
a next of  kin is not entitled 
either by the will or by other 
laws of  inheritance, to inherit, 
he cannot be conferred with 
the right of  inheritance by the 
mere fact that he is named as 
a next of  kin.

It is hereby submitted that 
when it comes to the law of  
succession, the term next of  
kin has no legal implication. 

It therefore does not confer 
the right of  inheritance 

Thus, it is erroneous 
and unlawful for anyone to 
claim any inheritance on the 
singularly reason that he is 
named as a next of  kin. 

Such claims have no legal 
basis and are unfounded.

B. C Obilor Esq., Dip (Law), 
LL.B (HONS), BL is a legal 
practitioner 

Opinion 

By B. C Obilor See OBUZEZ V 
OBUZEZ (2007) 10 NWLR 
(Pt.1043) 430. 

It must be noted that the 
Administration of  Estate 
Law provides for the order 
of  inheritance which must be 
complied with strictly and a 
next of  kin, is not among the 
categories of  those entitled to 
inheritance in this instance.

In other words, succession 
is regulated by law. It is only 
those entitled by law to inherit 
a deceased person’s estate that 
can do so. 

A next of  kin is not one of  
such persons. 

However, this is without 
prejudice to his right to inherit 
on a personal ground. 

Thus, if  the person so 
named as a next of  kin is 
the son of  the deceased, he 
is entitled to inherit, not as a 
next of  kin, but because he 
is the legitimate son of  the 
deceased. 

Also, if  the person so 

• I will not obey judgment, It’s purchased jungle justice - Umahi

G
overnor David 
Nweze Umahi of  
Ebonyi State has 

said that he would not obey 
the judgment of  the Federal 
High Court delivered 
by Justice Inyang Ekwo 
ordering his sack and that 
of  his deputy.

Umahi who stated 
this while reacting to the 
judgment in his office in 
Abakaliki described the 
ruling as “jungle justice that 
was purchased” nothing 
that the ruling was not a 
good development for the 
Judiciary.

According to him, he 

was not worried about the 
judgment, but expressed 
worry about the judiciary 
in the country stressing that 
Justice Ekwo has murdered 
justice in this judgment.

“There is no 
constitutional provision for 
any hatchet man to remove 
a governor. There are three 
ways whereby a governor 
can vacate his seat. It is 
either by death, resignation 
or impeachment by the 
House of  Assembly. There is 
no any other constitutional 
provision the governor can 
be removed.

“It takes a hatchet man 
to turn the law and the 
constitution upside down. 
I have listened to the 

Abuja High court sacks Ebonyi governor, deputy

judgment of  Ekpo and it is 
very obvious that he was on 
a mission. He was making 
all efforts to upturn the 
ruling of  the supremecourt 
and appeal court on issues 
like this. 

“We have heard the 
rumours before now that 
he was determined to give 
judgment against all known 
laws and the constitution. 
First to embarrass APC, 
two to embarrass the federal 
government. 

“For me, I do not feel 
worried. I feel so sorry for 
the judicary. The executive 
may have problems, the 
legislature may have 
problems too, but the 
moment justice could be 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

purchased then we are in 
trouble in this country.

“Then the ruling this 
afternoon shows that this 
country is in trouble. And 
let me tell you that this 
same judge has over ten 
cases against Ebonyi State 
government with him. And 
you can imagine what he 
is going to rule. We have 
petitioned him to NJC and 
we will follow it up at all 
cost to ensure that this man 
is brought to justice.

I want you to disregard 
the judgment. It is null and 
void. There is a subsisting 
judgment in Zamfara state 
and there is also a judgment 
in Ebonyi State. We have 
chosen the one to obey. We 

will not obey his ruling. 
We will obey the ruling of  
competent court of  equal 
level that says you cannot 
sue a governor.

Recall that a Federal High 
Court sitting in Abuja has 
ordered Governor David 
Umahi and his deputy, 
Dr Eric Kelechi Igwe, to 
immediately vacate office 
as governor and deputy 
governor of  Ebonyi State.

The court held that by 
defecting from the party on 
which they were sponsored and 
elected as governor and deputy 
governor of  Ebonyi State to 
the APC, a political party that 
did not win the election, they 
had resigned or are deemed to 
have resigned from office.

The term is also frequently used in 
financial documents by banks and 

other financial institutions. In this 
instance, next of kin means a person 
who can ensure that the proper steps 

are taken towards the recovery of 
the money held at the bank, at the 

demise of the owner. In other words, 
being a next of kin of a person, as 

regards his money in the bank, does 
not give a right to inherit such money, 

either partly or as a whole.

“

“
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the range of  distances at which 
objects are in focus when 
viewed through a lens, and is 
common te r mino log y  in 
photography in particular. 
Since the light sensors in 
cameras are of  a fixed size, if  
the image is slightly unfocused 
but the amount of  error is 
sufficiently small, it won't 
actually register as out of  focus. 
This range of  focus is the depth 
of  field.

The prime lens is a lens used 
in photography with a fixed 
focal length, as opposed to 
zoom lenses where the focal 
length can be changed. In other 
contexts, though, prime lens 
can be used to mean the 
primary lens in a system 
composed of  multiple lenses.  

Types of lenses and how 
they work

A camera lens is one of  the 
most familiar types of  lenses 
you encounter on a daily basis, 
and these come in many 
different types, although they 
a l l  share  the  same bas ic 
principles of  operation outlined 
previously.

A prime lens is a basic lens 
with a fixed focal length, and a 
zoom lens has a variable focal 
length, so you don't have to 
physically change your location 
to get something in focus. A 
wide-angle lens is a type of  lens 
with a very small focal length 
that dramatically increases the 
field of  view, and a fisheye lens 
is  essential ly an extreme 
version of  a wide angle lens.

O t h e r  e x a m p l e s  a r e 
telephoto lenses, which have 
very long focal lengths and are 
intended to capture subjects 
that are far away, and macro 
lenses that are intended to focus 
at very close ranges and either 
produce life-size or magnified 
versions of  objects.

Other common types of  
lenses are eyeglasses lenses or 
the contact lens, and both of  
these works to correct the 
problems with your vision. If  
you're “nearsighted,” this 
means your eye lenses create 
images in front of  the light-
sensitive retina in your eye, and 
so you need diverging (concave) 
lenses to move the image 
further back.

If  you're “farsighted,” the 
lenses in your eyes would 
produce an image further back 
than your retinas, so you need 
converging lenses to correct this 
issue.

Both contact lenses and 

eyeglasses correct this in the 
same way – by adding an 
additional corrective lens to 
make the effective focal length 
of  your eye match the distance 
to your retina – but there are 
differences because contact 
lenses sit directly on your eyes. 
In a contact lens, the lens 
doesn't need to cover as much 
space (it only needs to be big 
enough for your pupil at its 
maximum dilation) and can 
achieve this with less material. 
For eyeglasses lenses, the lens 
needs to cover a much larger 
area and is thicker as a result.

C a m e r a  v s  E y e s : 
Similarities

To better understand the 
answer to this question, let's 
first have a quick comparison of  
va r i o u s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d 
d i f fe rences  found in  the 
working of  the human eye and 
a photo camera.

Image focusing: Human 
and camera lenses both focus 
an inverted image onto light-
sensitive surface. In the case of  
a camera, it's focused onto film 
or a sensor chip. In your eyes, 
the light-sensitive surface is the 
retina on the inside of  your 
eyeball.

Light adjustment: Both the 
eye and a camera can adjust 
quantity of  light entering. On a 
camera, it's done with the 
aperture control built into your 
lens, whilst in your eye, it's done 
by having a larger or smaller 
iris.

C a m e r a  v s  E y e s : 
Differences

Absolute versus subjective 
measuring of light: Simply 
speaking, the human eye is a 
subjective device. This means that 
your eyes work in harmony 
with your brain to create the 
images you perceive: Your eyes 
are adjusting the focus (by 

bendi n g 
the light through 
the lens in your eyeballs) and 
translating photons (light) into 
an electrical impulse your brain 
can process.  From there 
onwards, it's all about your 
brain:  I t  i s  cont inuously 
readjusting its colour balance 
according to the l ighting 
context. In other words, our 
eyes know what must be seen as 
red or white or black etc.

A camera, on the other 
hand, is an absolute measurement 
device — It is measuring the 
light that hits a series of  sensor, 
but the sensor is 'dumb', and the 
signals recorded need to be 
adjusted to suit the color 
temperature  of  the  l ight 
illuminating the scene, for 
example

Lens focus: In camera, the 
lens moves closer/further from 
the film to focus. In your eyes, 
the lens changes shape to focus: 
The muscles in your eyes 
change the actual shape of  the 
lens inside your eyes.

Sensitivity to light: A film 
in a camera is uniformly 
sensitive to light. The human 
retina is not. Therefore, with 
respect to quality of  image and 
capturing power, our eyes have 
a greater sensitivity in dark 
locations than a typical camera.

There are lighting situations 
that a current digital cameras 
cannot capture easily: The 
photos will come out blurry, or 
in a barrage of  digital noise. As 
an example, when observing a 
fluorescence image of  cells 
under a microscope, the image 
you can see with your eyes 
would be nigh-on impossible to 
capture for an ordinary camera. 
This is mainly because of  the 
fact that the amount of  light 
entering the camera (and your 
eyes) is so low.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

...Continued from last edition

Lens: Definition, types & how they work

e encounter lenses 

Wevery day. Whether 
it's the lens on our 

cell phone camera, the lenses 
on the eyeglasses or contact 
lenses we use to see clearly, 
m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s e s , 
microscopes, telescopes or 
something else entirely, the 
physics of  lenses explains how 
a simple piece of  glass can be 
used to magnify, minimize or 
bring images into focus for any 
purpose.

Essentially, lenses work by 
bending light rays that pass 
t h r o u g h  t h e m  t h r o u g h 
refraction, but this basic point 
can be implemented in different 
ways that varies according to 
the lens type. Luckily, the basics 
of  such lenses are easy to 
understand when you learn a 
little more about how they 
work.

What Is a Lens?
A  l e n s  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  

transparent material that is 
shaped so as to cause light rays 
to bend in a specific way as they 
pass through it, whether that 
m e a n s  m a k i n g  t h e  r ay s 
converge to a specific point or 
to diverge as if  from a specific 
point. The material used could 
be a piece of  glass or plastic, 
and the shape of  the lens 
determines whether it causes 
l ight rays to converge or 
diverge. The word “lens” 
comes from the Latin word for 
“lentil,” due to the similarity in 
shape between a converging 
lens and the legume.

The actual bending of  light 
rays produced by a lens occurs 
because the lens material has a 
different index of  refraction 
than the surrounding air. This 
behavior is described by Snell's 
law for refraction, which relates 
the different in angle between 
the incident and refracted light 
ray to the indices of  refraction 
for the two materials.

In short, the law says that if  

you're going from a lower 
refractive index substance to a 
higher one (e.g., from air to 
glass), the light ray is deflected 
towards the “normal” to the 
surface (i .e.,  towards the 
direction perpendicular to the 
surface at that point) and that 
the opposite is true for light rays 
going from a higher refractive 
index material to a lower one.

Definitions
There are quite a few unique 

terms used in optics, and 
understanding these is crucial if  
you're studying the physics of  
lenses.

The focal point is the point 
where parallel rays converge 
when after passing through a 
lens.

The focal length of  a lens is 
the distance from its center to 
the focal point, essentially 
defining the “bending power” 
of  a lens.

The optical axis is the line of  
symmetry for the lens.

A  l i g h t  r a y  i s  a n 
approximation of  the path of  
light, where straight lines are 
used to represent the motion of  
light waves (or photons). Every 
point on an object produces 
light rays in every possible 
direction, but usually a few 
specific rays are chosen to 
determine the location of  the 
resulting image.

An optical lens is a single 
piece of  material designed to 
cause light rays to converge 
(convex  lens )  or  d iverge 
(concave lens).

A biconvex lens is a simple 
optical lens with two convex 
sides (producing the lentil-like 
shape that gave lenses their 
name), sometimes called a 
convex-convex lens and having 
a positive focal length by 
definition. They're used in 
magnifying glasses, telescopes, 
microscopes and even the 
human eye. 

The depth of  field describes 
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h e  J o i n t TAdmissions and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

B o a r d  s a i d  i t  i s 
investigating six accredited 
Computer Based Tests 
c e n t r e s  f o r  a l l e g e d 
exploitation of  candidates 
in its ongoing exercise. 

The board disclosed 
this in the Weekly Bulletin 
o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e 
Registrar, JAMB in Abuja.
JAMB said that the action 
followed reports from its 
monitoring team, which 
had been going round the 
countr y to  assess  the 
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  2 0 2 2 
registration for Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination and Direct 
Entry. 

The team, JAMB said, 

ome stakeholders have 

Scondemned the remark 
b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government that it has no 
money to meet the demands 
of  the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, ASUU.

Recall that the Minister 
of  Labour, Chris Ngige, had 
claimed that the Government 
lacked the funds to meet 
some of  the demands of  
ASUU.

ASUU embarked on a 
one-month warning strike on 
February 14.

The union explained that 
the decision was taken due to 
the Federal Government's 
delay in implementing their 
agreement, which include 
i s s u e s  o f  s a l a r i e s,  t h e 
rev i ta l i za t ion  fund  fo r 
universities, and the adoption 
o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Transparency Accountability 
Solution (UTAS) payroll 
software.

But, the minister stressed 
t h a t  t h e  N 1 . 3 t r i l l i o n 
revitalization fund was a 
promise made to ASUU by 
ex -Pres ident  Goodluck 
Jonathan when Nigeria's 
finances were stable.

However, Dr Edor J. 
Edor, the ASUU Chairman 
of  the UNICAL branch, 
described Ngige's claim as a 
lie from the pit of  hell.

Edor vowed that the 
ASUU strike would continue 
until the government met the 
body's demands.

According to Edor: “The 
Federal  Gover nment  i s 
k n ow n  f o r  i n s i n c e r i t y, 
unresponsiveness when it 
comes to the matter of  
education. It is a categorical 
falsehood and a lie from the 
pit of  hell for a government 
of f ic ia l  to  say  in  good 
conscience that the Federal 
Government had no money 
to attend to issues that pertain 

t o  e d u c a t i o n  a s  b e i n g 
demanded by our union.

“It's a lie and even the 
government official knows 
that it's a lie. Elections are 
coming up, whatever INEC 
would demand to conduct 
such elections, the Federal 
Government would have the 
money, and that is because it 
concerns them, and it 's 
because that is the medium 
and platform they would use 
to go back to their various 
o f f i ces  to  f eas t  on  the 
resources of  this country.

“But when it comes to 
education, they begin to dilly-
dally, to trump up sentiments 
and tell Nigerians lies that the 
Federal Government has no 
money to attend to the 
demands of  ASUU.

“It's a lie from the pit of  
hell, but we too will wait for 
them until they have the 
money to attend to our 
demands. We will wait until 
they  ge t  the  money  to 
revitalize public institutions, 
improve our salaries, pay our 
EAA, pay our promotion 
ar rears,  implement  the 
EUTA, pay our withheld 
salaries, then we will go back 
to the classroom.

“For as long as they latch 
unto that falsehood that there 
is no money, then for so long 
shall we remain on strike.”

Similarly, a lecturer with 
U N I C A L  a c c u s e d  t h e 
Federal Government of  
being pretentious over the 
issues of  ASUU.

The lecturer, who wished 
to be anonymous because he 
has no authority to speak 
over the issue, said the 
Federal Government has no 
value for education.

Accusing the government 
of  ignoring the education 
sector, the lecturer wondered 
why those at the helm of  the 
country's affairs would not 

m o n i t o r e d  o v e r  8 0 0 
a c c r e d i t e d  c e n t r e s 
nationwide. 

“JAMB has placed six 
centres under watch giving 
the various reports against 
them.

“These centres are said 
to be involved in the 
exploitation of  candidates 
and other breaches of  
codes of  operations as 
issued to all centres. 

“These centres are 
being investigated and if  
established that they are 
involved, they would be 
delisted,” it stated. 

JAMB said that the 
centres under investigation 
i n c l u d e d  C o v e n a n t 
Polytechnic, centre 2, 
opposite Naval Base, Aba, 
A b i a  s t a t e  a n d  X Y Z 

Te c h n o l o g i e s ,  N e w 
Secretariat,  Umuahia, 
Abia state. 

Others are Rollings 
K i n g  I n f o  Te c h  a n d 
Management Technology, 
Ikot Ikpene, Akwa-Ibom, 
A l s a u d a  G l o b a l 
I nve s t m e n t  L i m i t e d , 
Kawaji, Kano, Success 
CBT centre, College road, 
S u c c e s s  B u s  s t o p , 

h e  G o v e r n i n g TCounci l  of  Firs t 
T e c h n i c a l 

University, Ibadan, has 
a p p o i n t e d  P r o f e s s o r 
Adesola Ajayi as Vice-
Chancellor of  the university.

The council made this 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  i n  a 
statement made available to 
newsmen by Professor 
Olanike Adeyemo, Protem 
Council Chairman.

The statement added 
that Ajayi will succeed the 
pioneer Vice-Chancellor of  
the university, Professor 
Ayobami Salami.

It was gathered that the 
university is one of  the 
t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l 
institutions owned by Oyo 
State Government.

The university, which is 
located in Ibadan, was 
establ ished during the 

tenure of  the immediate 
past governor, late Abiola 
Ajimobi.

A d e y e m o  i n  t h e 
statement explained that the 
appoin tment  o f  Ajay i 
fol lowed the Council 's 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
recommendation of  the 
Joint Council and Senate 
Selection Board.

She said that the meeting 
was held on Monday.

The appointment of  
Ajayi, according to her is for 
a single term of  five years.

The appointment will 
take effect from 9th May, 
2022.

It was gathered that 
Ajayi  emerged af ter  a 
r i g o r o u s  e x e r c i s e  i n 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
University's establishment 
laws.

The  new VC i s  the 

c u r r e n t  D e p u t y  Vi c e -
Chancellor of  the university.

He obtained B.Agric. in 
Plant Science (First Class 
Honours) with the best 
overall result in the Faculty 
of  Agriculture, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife 
in 1991.

A j a y i  h a i l s  f r o m 
Igbojaye in Itesiwaju Local 
Government Area of  Oyo 
State.

He also obtained from 
the same University the 
M.Phil. (Plant Science) 
degree with specialization 
in Plant Breeding/Seed 
Production in 1997. He 
bagged  the  Doctor  o f  
Agricultural Science (Dr. sc. 
agr.) degree in Seed Biology 
from Christian Albrecht 
University, Kiel, Germany 
in 2003.

borrow money to meet 
ASUU's demands.

He also reiterated that 
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i o n 
embarked upon by the body 
would continue until their 
demands were met.

He said: “Where there is 
a will, there is a way, so the 
Federal Government is living 
in pretense and does not 
value education.

“If  it's the Ministry of  
Humanitarian Affairs, they 
will borrow or do anything to 
raise money that they would 
reloot and share among the 
cabals.

“But when it comes to 
education, especially ASUU, 
there will be no money; so, in 
clear terms, the Federal 
Government is ignoring 
education.

“The only option is 
continued industrial action 
until everything is sorted out. 
In fact, the industrial action 
should be sustained until all 
the issues raised by ASUU 
are completely resolved so 
that strikes will not become 
recurrent or yearly; it's all for 
the country's good.

“Look at this Russia-
Ukraine issue; you will see 

the kind of  weapons they are 
bringing out, which is a 
result of  research. Now 
imagine that we are faced 
with that kind of  war, where 
do we run to? Look at the 
Boko Haram issue, within 
the time Americans refused 
to sell some weapons to us, 
and after Jonathan, how did 
we come up with those 
inventions, is it not from the 
education sector?

“Careful research and 
invent ions,  so  we  wi l l 
exercise patience and wait 
for what the government will 
do. See what they voted for 
INEC. Is it the issue of  
earned academic allowance 
being mainstreamed? The 
2021 tranche was paid in the 
latter part of  last year by the 
Federal Government, so 
what  s tops  them f rom 
mainstreaming into January 
salary to be captured in the 
2022 budget? ”

However, reaching out to 
ASUU National President 
Emmanuel Osodeke, he said 
ASUU NEC would meet this 
week to decide on what next.

“The body will meet to 
decide the way forward,” he 
said.

Lisaluwa, Ondo. 
JA M B  a l s o  l i s t e d 

College of  Education, 
S o k o t o  r o a d ,  M a r u , 
Zamfara among the centres 
under watch.

The board fur ther 
war ned  a l l  i t s  e -PIN 
vendors to monitor the 
activities of  their agents, as 
the  boa rd  wou ld  no t 
tolerate any fraudulent act. 

It added that vendors 
would be held accountable 
f o r  t h e i r  a g e n t s ' 
misconduct. 

JAMB said:” Erring 
centres and e-PIN vendors 
or agents found wanting 
would be severely punished 
to serve as a deterrent to 
would-be infractors. 

“ T h e  m o n i t o r i n g 
exercise will continue to 

he authorities of  the TObafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, 

O s u n  S t a t e ,  h a v e 
postponed the 2021/2022 
matriculation ceremony, 
e a r l i e r  s c h e d u l e d 
Wednesday, March 9, until 
further notice.

The new development 
was made known in a 
release by the Director, 
Academic Affairs, Murtala 
Agbaje, and made available 
to newsmen by the Public 
Relations Officer of  the 
U n i ve r s i t y,  A b i o d u n 

Olarewaju.
Agbaje, who did not 

state the reason for the 
po s tpo ne m e nt  o f  the 
matriculation ceremony, 
s a i d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
management decided to 
postpone the matriculation 
ceremony in the interest of  
all.

Agbaje stated that the 
new day and date for the 
matr icu la t ion  wi l l  be 
communica ted  to  the 
general public, especially to 
those concerned in due 
course.

the end of  the registration 
and examination. Centres 
are, therefore, urged to play 
by the rules.” 

According to reports, 
the  2022  reg i s t ra t ion 
commenced on Saturday, 
Feb.19 and is expected to 
end on March 26, while the 
UTME has been scheduled 
to hold from May 6 to May 
16.

JAMB investigates alleged candidates' exploitation in six centres

Buhari govt lied, strike
continues until they
have money for us
– ASUU

Governing council appoints new VC for First
Technical University

OAU postpones
matriculation till further
notice
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O
il Producing 
Communities of  
Ohaj i/Egbema 

Local Government 
Council of  Imo State 
comprising Awarra, 
Ochia, Assa, Obile and 
Obitti, have cried out 
that they are deeply 
pained over the neglect, 
cheating and agony Shell 
Petroleum Company has 
subjected them to over 
the years.

The people, through 
a statement by the 
Chairman of  Assa 
North Cluster Forum, 
Mr. Stanley Ikoku 
Obodo which was made 
available to News Echo 
on Monday in Owerri, 
said Shell’s dirty dealings 
and actions have caused 
them to regret allowing 
them operate on their 
land, warning that if  
urgent steps are not 
taken by government and 
Shell to meet their needs 
and demands, they may 
be forced to take nasty 
action by ejecting them 
from their ancestral land.

Obodo reflected that 
“since 1958 the company 
found its way to our 
various communities, 
we have been living as 
foes, instead of  using 
the product they get 
from our land to make 
us happy and united, 
it rather separate us, 
leaving us in anguish and 
agony. Badly, infighting 
at our communities can 
be adversely attributed to 
the dubious operations 
of  the oil exploration 
company, Shell”.

The Chairman, who 
urged government to 
quickly intervene by 
compelling Shell to do 
the needful for the host 
communities, mentioned 
that “the only benefits 
we enjoy from Shell is 
confusion, crisis, divide 
and rule in order to 
achieve its selfish desires, 
instead of  fulfilling all 
duly reached agreements 
on fixing social amenities 
such as good road, 

quality and working 
hospital (healthcare), 
water, market, 
electricity, which the 
areas have been deprived 
of, you rather find 
chaotic situations and 
abandoned projects”.

The people 

Ohaji/Egbema Oil Producing Communities 

vow to eject Shell over negligence
...Urge govt to intervene

reminded Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to 
look deeply into their 
agitations, saying “Shell 
has lived donkey years 
in our land, exploring 
our oil resources and 
exploiting us with 
nothing to show for 

By Ikenna Orioha

them. We want to inform 
you- dear Governor- 
that if  Shell refuses to 
recognise the constituted 
and approved Assa 
North Cluster Board led 
by Mr. Anayo Onyiruka 
and give it immediate 
attention, further crisis 
that may come up at 

that area may definitely 
consume them”.

“Shell should give 
attention to our nagging 
(teething) problems if  it 
does not want to incur 
our wrath. It baffle the 
Communities that the 
same Shell had turned 
down and bluntly 
refused to recognise the 
constituted and approved 
Assa North Cluster 
Board inaugurated by the 
Imo State Government 
after dissolving the 
defaulted Board led by 
late Mr. Uho Uzomba, 
who was kidnapped and 
killed by gunmen”.

On security of  lives, 
the people decried 
sheer negligence 
by Shell, accusing 
Shell of  endangering 
the communities, 
recounting that “the 
killing of  the 7 Lee 
Construction Company 
Staff, the kidnapping 
and massacring of  
Mr. Uho Uzomba and 
Mr. Edwin Emeduru 
which prompted the 
State Government to 
dissolve the Board after 
discovery that it was 

formed without due 
process, are still fresh in 
our memories. It was the 
same Board dissolved 
that Shell has continued 
to recognise as against 
the interest of  the host 
communities. Thus, 
stakeholders: traditional 
rulers, president- generals 
nominated names into 
the Cluster Board”.

The people had also 
expressed bitterness 
about the deplorable 
Umuapu, Ihie, Obitti, 
Ochia, Awarra, 
Assa Obile, Etekuru, 
Obokofia and Obiakpu 
Road serving Shell as 
Assess Roads which 
they described as full 
of  death traps, yearning 
for attention. “Among 
other things, we have 
continued to suffer 
from lack of  health 
insurance schemes to 
our aged parents who 
are now suffering acute 
blindness and polluted 
airborne diseases duo 
to Gas Flaring from 
the operations of  the 
company. The most 

Continues on pg. 9

The unpassable Shell access road, Ohaji Egbema

Dilapidated Obitti Health Center

Wednesday 9 – Thursday 10 March, 2022
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... Communities vow to eject Shell over negligence

Chairman, Imo traditional rulers calls for 
collective effort to stem crime, violence

T
o stem crime and 
violence which 
debilitate the so-

ciety, Chairman, Imo 
State Traditional Insti-
tution, His Royal Maj -
esty, Eze Emmanuel 
Okeke (Ochiri Ozuo), 
has called on govern -
ment/politicians, tra-
ditional rulers, town 
unions, youth and re -
ligious bodies to come 
together with attainable 
ingredients for solution 
and normalcy.

Eze Okeke made the 
call while addressing 
the traditional rulers 
at their Secretariat in 
Owerri last week when 
they received the newly 
crowned monarchs and 

a team of  UNICEF and 
the Red Cross who came 
on peace advocacy.

The monarch who 
said although crime and 
violence are not peculiar 
to Imo State, urged all 
traditional rulers  and 
stakeholders to stand 
tall, speak truth to 
power, conscientise the 
youth as to shun crime 
and violent activities 
while supporting 
government’s policies 
and programs to 
help make lives 
more meaningful 
and bearable for all 
persons irrespective of 
social status, political 
party affiliation or 
community, adding 
“we can only live well, 
peacefully, comfortably 
and progressively when 

we harness our God- 
given potentials and 
gifts”.

Urging Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to 
create more employment 
and empowerment 
opportunities to 
positively engage 
youths to reduce crime 
and insecurity in the 
state, the traditional 
ruler of  Amaifeke 
Ancient Kingdom, Orlu 
local government area, 
said there is need for 
“us to work hard and 
collectively to ensure 
security of  life and 
property in Imo State. 
Let everybody have 
sense of  security, sense 
of  belonging and spirit 
of  cordiality as we forge 
ahead to make Imo 
State a haven”.

By Ikenna Orioha

annoying factor is that 
opportunities that were 
supposed to be within 
Imo State and possibly 
sited at Assa North 
Cluster Area Base to 
alleviate or even reduce 
the sufferings of  the 
people, were instead 
sited at Edo State, 

thereby bringing down 
the economy of  Imo 
State”.

Obido regretted 
that “our youths have 
been promised skills 
acquisition with none 
being fulfilled at the 
end of  the day. On 
employment quota, 

Continues from pg. 8

only few persons were 
taken from the Assa 
North Cluster Base, 
while a larger chunk of  
beneficiaries are from 
Bayelsa, Edo, Rivers 
and Delta States, leaving 
Ohaji/Egbema youths 
to languish in abject 
poverty and misery. 

Dear Governor, we 
are insisting that those 
benefits be returned to 
the original place, and 
anything short of  that will 
be vehemently resisted 
to the last of  our blood. 
The Local Content Law 
Act must be respected 
and enforced to actually 

favour our youths who 
are supposed to be 
engaged meaningfully 
here in Imo State, not 
in Edo, Rivers or Delta 
States”.

They told government 
to also “note that 
Shell fabricated names 
of  people who were 

not from the 4 Assa 
North Cluster Board 
Communities. Such fake 
names included: Okere 
Marvelous Jidechukwu, 
Opara Kyrian 
Onyinyechi Cassandra, 
N w a c h u c h u k w u 
Chigozie Peace, Innocent 
Jerry Chibuikem, 
Solomon Chinecherem 
Prisca and Peter Miracle 
Alban. Who benefitted 
from the scholarship 
scheme on November 
15, 2021. It is sad to state 
that since the advent 
of  Shell at our area, no 
scholarship has been 
given to our children”.

“Contracts are still 
being awarded to the 
defaulted Board to the 
detriment of  our people 
and flouting the order 
of  the Governor after 
they were dissolved. 
Your Excellency, we 
discovered that the 
company’s South East 
Land Resource Manager, 
Mr. Anyim Chibuzor, 
has been the brain behind 
our problems and must 
be brought to book, else 
this looming war will 
definitely implode for 
cheating us and taking us 
for granted”.

Deplorable state of Awarra Health Center

Eze Okeke

Wednesday 9 – Thursday 10 March, 2022
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Enugu governor calls for enhanced 
synergy of retired, serving security 
personnel  

G
overnor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of 
Enugu State 

has urged serving and 
retired personnel of 
security agencies to 
continue to synergize 
and redouble their efforts 
towards ensuring that all 
contemporary adversaries 
are adequately put on 
check in the country.

Ugwuanyi who made 
the call when he declared 
open the Nigerian Army 
Headquarters Veterans 
Affairs Directorate 
First Quarter Seminar/
Workshop, in Enugu, on 
Monday, commended the 
sterling contributions of 
the Nigerian Army led by 
Lieutenant General Faruk 
Yahaya and other security 
agencies in ensuring that 
citizens go about their daily 
activities seamlessly in the 
face of  prevailing complex 
security challenges.

The governor stressed 
the need for all hands 
to be on the deck to 
bring lasting solution 
to the ugly situation in 
the country, adding that 
his administration will 
continue to provide the 
security agencies with 
the necessary support 
to boost their individual 
and collective efforts to 
produce positive and 
sustainable results.

The workshop was 
designed “to enhance 
synergy between the retired 
but not tired personnel 
of  the Armed Forces of 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and those still 
serving in addressing 
the multifarious security 
challenges confronting our 
dear Nation”.

Appreciating the 
importance of  the 
workshop, Gov. Ugwuanyi 
stated that the event “could 
not have come at a better 
time as the job of  securing 
this country cannot be left 

in the hands of  serving 
security personnel alone 
and we must all join hands 
to fight insecurity in all its 
ramifications”.

The governor said that 
it was an honour that 
Enugu under his watch 
was selected to host the 
all-important seminar.

He pointed out that 
the Military particularly 
the Nigerian Army in 
Enugu State has been 
a great partner in the 
maintenance of  peace and 
security, adding that the 
people of  state have always 
enjoyed the services of  the 
Nigerian Army “whose 
members have lived 
cordially among us for 

several decades”.
Gov. Ugwuanyi 

disclosed that his 
government intends to 
sustain the cordiality and 
active collaboration with 
the Nigerian Army and 
all other security agencies 
in the state to mitigate all 
forms of  threats to security 
of  lives and property to 
enhance development of 
the state.

Describing the seminar 
as a welcome development 
the governor said: “The 
theme of  the workshop 
which is ‘Promoting 
Nigerian Army Veterans’ 
Health and Productivity 
for Improved Support of 
Military Operations’ is 

very apt and in tandem 
with the current efforts at 
addressing contemporary 
security challenges in the 
country by tapping into 
the rich experiences and 
patriotism of  our retired 
and serving personnel.

“It is expected that it 
would provide the needed 
platform for a robust 
cooperation in the fight 
against violent crimes 
and criminality. For the 
participants, I enjoin you to 
strive to benefit maximally 
from the lectures packaged 
for you in the next 5 days 
in order to equip you for a 
healthy life and patriotic 
service to the Nigerian 
Nation in retirement.

“Let me at this juncture 
deeply appreciate the Chief 
of  Army Staff  (COAS), 
Lieutenant General Faruk 
Yahaya for his priceless 
efforts at combating the 
multi-dimensional security 
challenges bedeviling our 
great nation Nigeria.

“He has shown 
commitments and 
continued to deliver 
effectively on the content 
of  his vision which is 
to have A Professional 
Nigerian Army Ready 
to Accomplish Assigned 
Missions within a Joint 
Environment in Defence 
of  Nigeria”

Ugwuanyi equally 
commended the 
effectiveness and 
professionalism of 
the General Officer 
Commanding, 82 
Division, Nigerian Army, 
Major General Taoreed 
Abiodun Lagbaja and 
his men in handling the 
security situation in the 
state and the entire South 
East, revealing that the 
relative peace and security 
currently being enjoyed 
in Enugu State was as 
a result of  their high 
level of  commitment in 
keeping the state secured 
in conjunction with other 
security agencies.

Present at the event 
were the Chief  of 
Army Staff, Lieutenant 
General Yahaya ably 
represented by Chief  of 
Administration, Nigerian 
Army, Major General U.S. 
Mohammed; the GOC, 
82 Division, Nigerian 
Army, Major General 
Lagbaja, Director, Army 
Headquarters Veterans 
Affairs Directorate, Major 
General M.T. Durowaiye, 
Director, Nigerian 
Air Force Veterans 
Affairs Directorate, 
Air Commodore A.O. 
kotun, representative of 
the National Chairman, 
Nigerian Legion, Major 
V.O. Abiola (Retired), 
among others.

By Chuma Austin, Enugu

…Lauds effort of  Nigerian Army, others in tackling challenges

Ugwuanyi
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International Women’s Day: 
Gender inequality a major setback 
to sustainable growth

I
nternational Women’s 
Day (IWD) is a global 
day celebrating the social, 

economic, cultural, and political 
achievements of  women. The 
day also marks a call to action for 
accelerating women’s equality.

IWD has occurred for well 
over a century, with the first IWD 
gathering in 1911 supported by 
over a million people. Today, IWD 
belongs to all groups collectively 
everywhere. IWD is not country, 
group or organization specific.

IWD mission is to help forge 
a gender equal world. Celebrating 
women’s achievements and 
increasing visibility while 
calling out inequality as the key. 
International women’s day is 
a collective action and shared 
ownership for driving gender 
parity is what makes the day 
impactful.

Gloria Steinem, world-
renowned feminist, journalist and 
activist once said that the story 
of  women’s struggle for equality 
belongs to no single feminist nor 
to any one organization but to the 
collective efforts of  all who care 
about human rights.

So what makes International 
Women’s Day the women’s day 
is anyone who can truly make a 
positive difference for women.

IWD 2022 campaign theme 
of  the year is #BreakTheBias. 
Women all over the world are 
asked to free themselves from 
gender inequality. To embrace a 
world free of  bias, stereotypes, 
and discrimination, a world that 
is diverse, equitable, and inclusive, 
a world where difference is valued 
and celebrated.

International Women’s Day 
provides an important opportunity 
to educate and inspire children 
and young people about gender 
equality.

In the world today, the 
inequality between men and 
women has always been biased 
against women, even as they try 
to close the gender equality gap.

In Nigeria, the women make 
up 45% of  the population of  the 
country but do not share equal 
rights with the men.

Even in the Nigeria 
constitution, the rights favour 
the men more than the women. 
Section 26 (2) (a) of  the 1999 
Constitution, gives the right of  
citizenship to any woman who 
marries a Nigerian man becomes 
a citizen of  the country but not for 
a Nigerian woman.

This discrimination has really 
affected a lot of  people and robbed 
them of  their constitutional rights.

But thanks to a member of  the 

House of  Representatives, Hon. 
Akin Alabi who has made process 
to change that kind of  law, and the 
bill has passed its first reading on 
February 27.

Although the bill was rejected 
alongside four other gender-
related constitution alteration 
bills by the lawmakers during 
the voting on the constitution 
amendment bills on March 1

Some parts of  the country still 
believe that when a woman enters 
into marriage she becomes the 
property of  the man and when the 
husband dies, she loses her right to 
freely live as a woman.

When a woman loses her 
husband she is asked to shave her 
hair completely to show respect 
to the dead. She is not allowed 
to wear colourful clothes or look 
beautiful in any way but when a 
man loses his wife, he is free to do 
whatever he wishes. There is no 
mourning stage for him or staying 
indoors to respect the dead.

An unfair practice that 
rubs women of  their right, this 
promotes the inequality of  a man 
and a woman.

Section 29 (4) (b) of  1999 
Nigerian constitution, which has 
been amended says that “any 
woman who has married will 
been seen as adult’’. These same 
government officials had adopted 
the Child Right Act (2003) which 
says that child marriage is illegal 
and minimum age for marriage to 
be increased to 18. 

But how will this CRA when 
the constitution contradicts with 
it. 

This is why the theme of  
international women’s day “break 
the bias” is urging everyone to 
“actively call out gender bias, 
discrimination and stereotyping 
each time you see it”.

Teachers, parents and 
guardians are also asked to play 
a key role in raising awareness 
about barriers that impact the 
advancement of  women and girls. 
They can also help educate about 
challenging stereotypes and bias. 
Additionally, they can inspire 
future generations by celebrating 
role models and highlighting 
the wide range of  women’s 
achievements. They can also 
reinforce the diversity of  women 
overall.

It is important to create a space 
for children and young people to 
feel supported and comfortable 
to talk about gender equality, and 
their experiences and rights. It is 
important to have an agreed code 
of  conduct that is supportive, 
sensitive and understanding of  
diversity and difference.

Children and young people 
need to feel safe, but also 
encouraged to speak out and 

share their experiences, concerns 
and points of  view. International 
women’s day aim is to reach 
more girls and young women, 
educate more communities-
including boys - and support on 
the ground advocacy campaigns, 
with the aim to scale these efforts. 
International Women’s Day is 
powered by the collective efforts 
of  all in supporting, inspiring and 
empowering women worldwide . 
It is a day were all women support 
themselves and promote women 
power.

 Violence against Women 
and Girls (VAWG) is the most 
extreme manifestation of  gender 
inequality and human rights 
violation. There is a growing 
understanding that VAWG has 
many dimensions, physical, 
emotional, verbal, mental, 
spiritual, and psychological, this 
also includes both a deliberate 
deprival of  dignity and access to 
basic services.    

In Nigeria, girls and young 
women have used their curriculum 
across the country to lobby state 
officials, educating them on 
the importance of  the Stop the 
Violence Program, highlighting 
the issues that are affecting them 
in their community. Girl Guides 
participated at a nationwide 
walk against Child Sexual Abuse, 
demanding that the Violence 
Against Persons Prohibition ACT 
(VAPP) be incorporated into state 
law, with the aim to protect as 
many girls as possible.

The 1995 Beijing Platform 
for Action flagged 12 key areas 
where urgent action was needed 
to ensure greater equality and 

opportunities for women and 
men, girls and boys. It also laid 
out concrete ways for countries to 
bring about change. UN Women 
works with governments and 
partners to ensure such change is 
real for women and girls around 
the world. 

Violence hurts women and girls 
and hampers their ability to thrive 
in multiple ways. Since the Beijing 
Conference, an historic two-thirds 
of  countries have put laws on the 
books to stop domestic violence. 
Yet gaps in laws, implementation 
of  legal protection and lack of  
access to essential services remain 
for women globally.

Ending violence against 
women is one of  UN Women’s 
key priorities. They support 
expanding access to quality 
multi-sectorial responses for 
survivors covering safety, shelter, 
health, justice and other essential 
services. They advocate for laws 
and help guide policies and action 
plans to help step-up investments 
in prevention—the most cost-
effective, long-term means to 
stop violence against women by 
addressing its root causes.

Whether in businesses, 
on farms, as entrepreneurs or 
employees, or through unpaid 
domestic or care work at 
home, women make enormous 
contributions to economies. 
Gender discrimination means 
women often end up in insecure, 
low-wage jobs, and constitute a 
small minority of  those in senior 
positions.

To ensure that women can 
contribute fully and benefit from 
the economy, UN Women runs 
multiple programmes for women’s 
economic empowerment. We 
promote women’s ability to secure 
decent jobs, own land; accumulate 
assets, and influence institutions 
and public policies determining 
growth and development. They 
also work with partners to ensure 
that workplaces are free of  
violence and sexual harassment.

Women today are becoming 
strong office holders because they 
are now fighting for their right. 
In every sector of  the country we 
find women there supporting each 
other and changing the game. 
We now have women as doctors, 
engineers, lawyers, scientists, and 
so on.

The celebration of  the 
International Women’s Day is to 
encourage women to stand up 
and do not take the inequality 
anymore. Women are encouraged 
to support each other because 
they need to start from themselves 
if  they want the men to know and 
to join them in the fight against 
inequality.

Violence against Women 
and Girls (VAWG) is the 

most extreme manifestation 
of gender inequality and 
human rights violation. 

There is a growing 
understanding that VAWG 

has many dimensions, 
physical, emotional, 

verbal, mental, spiritual, 
and psychological, this 

also includes both a 
deliberate deprival of 
dignity and access to 

basic services.   In Nigeria, 
girls and young women 

have used their curriculum 
across the country to lobby 

state officials, educating 
them on the importance 
of the Stop the Violence 
Program, highlighting the 
issues that are affecting 

them in their community. 
Girl Guides participated 

at a nationwide walk 
against Child Sexual 

Abuse, demanding that the 
Violence Against Persons 
Prohibition ACT (VAPP) be 

incorporated into state law, 
with the aim to protect as 

many girls as possible.

“

By Glory Ugochukwu

Leah
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Anambra Anglican Priest resigns over 
marriage crash with wife
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
n Anglican cleric, Rev 
Canon Lumen Cristi 
Eboh, has resigned 

his office as a priest of  the An-
glican Communion over mar-
ital crisis in Anambra State.

The  priest who disclosed 
his resignation at a press con-
ference in Awka, the Anam-
bra State capital  on Monday 
alleged that some forces in the 
church had caused  his wife  
to leave him, and quartered 
her at an undisclosed place.

He accused his diocesan 
bishop, Owen Nwokolo of  
witch-hunt and land grabbing.

Eboh  who owns a char-
ismatic congregation and 
prayer ministry known as 
God in Action Adoration 
Ministry alleged that  the 
bishop wanted  to take his 
(Eboh’s) personal land where 
his ministry situates.

He cited harassment, in-
stigation and conspiracy by 
the diocesan authourities of  
the Anglican Diocese on  the 
Niger, especially from Bishop 
Owen Nwokolo, as part of  
the reasons for his resignation. 

Eboh noted that his involve-

ment in charismatic activi-
ties were at the centre of  his 
conflict with Bishop Owen 
Nwokolo whom he accused 
of  high handedness, intim-
idation and conspiratorial 
manipulations, leading to his 
decision to resign.

The priest who is a  radio 
and televangelist also accused 
the bishop  of  insisting that 
the registered trustees of  the 
adoration ministry be altered 
to include the bishop and his 
wife, a condition he resisted 
on the basis that God did not 
reveal the bishop to him as a 
vessel in the ministry. 

He further said that his re-
fusal to include the Bishop as 
trustee as demanded and to 
hand over landed property of  
the adoration ministry to him 
set him on collision course 
with the bishop.

Eboh claimed that the trou-
bles instigated by the diocesan 
authourities soon began to 
affect his private life as a fam-
ily man as his wife was soon 
bought over by forces working 
within the diocese to become 
instrument of  subversion and 
opposition against him. 

“As I speak, my wife is 
living differently in an apart-

ment paid for by someone 
who knows that she is some-
one’s wife” Rev Eboh said. 

He further said  the dioce-
san authourities used stooges 
and agents to try to smear his 
character, including spreading 
rumours of  sexual miscon-
duct and voodooism against 
him.

He added, “I am only a 
priest permitted by my com-
munion to enter the sacred 
institution of  marriage. As a 
married man, I had very pri-
vate moments with my wife 
and we shared endearing 
words just like every young 
couple. With the crash of  my 
marriage, I have sought to re-

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has congratulated 

women in Nigeria and wom-
en all over the world on the 
occasion of  this year’s Inter-
national Women’s Day, de-
scribing their role in nation 
building as inevitable.

In his solidarity message to 
women in general and hard-
working Nigerian women in 
particular, Governor Uzo-
dimma admonished them 
not to be despaired in their 
resolve to contribute towards 
the betterment of  the Nigeri-
an and global  society despite 
all odds.

In a statement by Gover-
nor Uzodimma’s Chief  Press 
Secretary and Media Advis-
er, Oguwike Nwachuku, the 
Governor commended the 
womenfolk for all their la-
bour of  love for family and 
society at large through hard 
work, prayers, and other ac-
tivities that help to shape our 
society.

Governor Uzodimma 
said: “As you mark another 
year to assess your role in our 
society, I love to commend 
you for all you do to make 
our complex society a bet-
ter place for all to live. I also 
join all people of  goodwill in 
celebrating you for all you 
care and do to maintain the 
balance the human society 

requires.”
Governor Uzodimma said 

because he appreciates and 
understands the multi-di-
mensional role women can 
play in our society, he has 
therefore found it expedient 
to tap into the talent of  many 
women by appointing them 
into highly elevated offices 
in his Shared Prosperity Ad-
ministration in Imo State.

The Governor said his ad-
ministration will continue to 
be women-friendly and sup-
portive of  them in all their 
activities that will impact 
positively on our society, not-
ing that the saying, “train a 
woman, you train a nation” 
is real.

Governor Uzodimma re-
gretted that there are still 
some encumbrances on the 
way of  the womenfolk real-
ising their full potential and 
advised them not be discour-
aged by such challenges but 
instead, see them as a reason 
to forge a common front and 
work tirelessly to overcome 
them

The Governor also used 
the ocassion to thank his 
wife, Barr. Chioma Uzodim-
ma, for devoting her time, en-
ergy and resources to better 
the lots of  the women in Imo 
State, particularly the needy 
in our midst, through diverse 
empowerment and training 
programmes.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

M
inister of  Science, 
Technology and 
Innovation, Dr 

Ogbonnaya Onu, has tasked 
Nigerian youths on the use of  
technology positively, saying 
it would enhance job creation 
in the country.

Dr Onu said this during the 
Enugu Tech Community and 
Security Town Hall Meeting 
held in Enugu.

The Minister who spoke 
through the Acting Direc-
tor-General of  Projects 
Development Institute 
(PRODA), Enugu, Dr Arit 
Etukudoh, noted that the 
use of  internet-enabled com-
puters had provided jobs for 
thousands of  youths in re-
mote areas beyond state capi-
tals and major cities.

According to him, it has 
also helped in checking 
youths’ restiveness and ru-
ral-urban migration within 
the country.

Also speaking, Mr Elvis 
Obi-Nwankwo, Special As-
sistant to the Enugu State 
Governor on Innovation, 
Science and Technology, dis-
closed that the state govern-
ment had created a database 
already with over 200 IT pro-
fessionals registered in Enugu 

State.
Obi-Nwankwo noted that 

the government believed that 
the move would earn IT pro-
fessionals review of  the state’s 
IT ecosystem; thus, showcas-
ing Enugu State readiness for 
technology incubation.

His words: “This event is 
the first attempt by any gov-
ernmental body in Nigeria 
to intentionally safeguard re-
mote tech workers against the 
incessant arrest by the securi-
ty agencies.

 “It is also aimed at creating 
an exceptional opportunity 
for major technology stake-
holders to interact, engage 
and support the local tech-
nology ecosystem in Enugu 
State, as well as lay emphasis 
on the need for more partner-
ship with the security agen-
cies.

 “This meeting is especial-
ly expected to culminate to 
deployable solutions such as 
developing a standardized 
database that will capture 
all Information Technology 
professionals in Enugu State 
and attract indigenous Enugu 
State IT gurus to launch their 
product and services in Enu-
gu.

 “Enugu is no doubt a 
unique technology and in-
novation destination and the 
Enugu State government will 

Alliances for Africa (AFA) during her  one day consultative meeting with political parties in Imo state, held in Owerri to advocate for 
reformation of political parties’ constitution, structures, processes and �nancing to ensuring inclusive and gender responsiveness on 
Tuesday.

order my life, but those fight-
ing me have even sent young 
women here in attempt to use 
prospects of  marriage to ma-
lign my character and reputa-
tion” the priest stated.

Bishop Nwokolo could not 
be reached for comments on 
Monday as calls put across to 
his telephone line rang out. 

He had yet to respond to a 
text message seeking his re-
action to the allegations as of  
the time of  filing this report.

A priest who is close to the 
bishop, who pleaded ano-
nymity, told Correspondent 
that Canon Eboh was sacked 
by the diocese before he ten-
dered  his resignation letter

do everything within the am-
bits of  the law to secure Enu-
gu as a safe haven for technol-
ogy companies and remote 
workers in Nigeria.”

 “Technology is now at the 
forefront of  driving Nigeria’s 
economy”, bringing up start-
ups, providing lifeline for the 
financial sector, supplying 
blood to e-commerce and 
giving impetus to the creative 
industry.

“Technology especially its 
vital IT component is cur-
rently producing young tech-
preneur (technology entrepre-
neur) millionaires.

Mr Idoko Etubi, Head, 
Cyber Crime Section, Eco-
nomic And Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), Enugu 
Zonal Command, said that 
securing security protocols 
for devices operated outside 
the office by working remote-
ly was herculean.

Etubi, who delivered a pa-
per titled: “Cyber Security in 
a Remote World”, recom-
mended the following securi-
ty system protection for those 
operating remotely and far 
from their offices:

 “Encourage employees to 
lock their screens whenever 
their device is left unattended, 
especially if  working remote-
ly in a café or public area.

 “Establish a clear and con-

cise policy for lost or stolen 
devices, so employees can 
report the missing item to the 
right person as soon as possi-
ble, so as to mitigate the risk 
of  lost or stolen data.

 “Use mobile device man-
agement (MDM) software to 
remotely lock access to, erase 
data on, and retrieve backup 
data from a missing device.”

In her speech, Country Di-
rector of  UK/Nigeria Tech 
Hub, Adaeze Sokan, said 
that internet-enabled digital 
technology was gaining large 
ground, becoming driver of  
economy of  many nations, 
adding Nigeria and Nigeri-
ans must get involved and tap 
from these enormous bene-
fits.

 “With modern technology, 
African countries can solve 
their unemployment chal-
lenge and check rural-urban 
migration as youths can work 
in remote villages for big for-
eign tech-hubs or technolog-
ical companies and earn big 
incomes that can revitalise 
their local economy.

 “However, while we are 
seeking the positive deriva-
tives from technology; we 
also have to balance it and 
ensure that no one uses it for 
nefarious activities and steal-
ing what belongs to others,” 
she concluded.
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Uzodimma congratulates
Archbishop Ugorji, Obinna
G

overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  
Imo State has con-

gratulated the Most Rev 
Dr. Lucius Ugorji, the 
new Catholic Archbishop 
of  Owerri Ecclesiastical 
Province following the vol-
untary retirement of  His 
Grace, the Most Rev Dr 
Anthony JV Obinna.

Archbishop Antonio 
Filipazzi, Apostolic Nun-
cio (Representative of  
the Pope in Nigeria) an-
nounced the voluntar y 
retirement of  Archbishop 
Obinna on Sunday at the 
ongoing 2022 First Plena-
ry of  the Catholic Bish-
ops Conference of  Nigeria 
in Abuja, indicating that 
Pope Francis had endorsed 
the new posting.

Bishop Ugorji was before 
now the Bishop of  Umua-
hia Catholic Diocese and 
Apostolic Administrator 
of  Ahiara Mbaise Catholic 
Diocese.

Archbishop Ugorji’s 
translation to Owerri 
brings to an end the ten-
ure of  Archbishop Obinna 
who has been in that posi-
tion since March 26, 1994.

A statement by the Chief  
Press Secretary and Media 
Adviser to Governor Uzo-
dinma, Oguwike Nwa-
chuku, said the Governor 
described both Archbishop 
Ugorji and Obinna as two 
gentlemen and men of  God 
who have distinguished 
themselves in God’s Vine-
yard, tending God’s flock 
in ways that would make 
them paradise-compliant.

The Governor specif-
ically lauded the legacy 
that Archbishop Obinna is 
leaving behind in Owerri 
Catholic Diocese and not-
ed that Archbishop Ugorji 
is capable of  sustaining 
and even surpassing the 
good deeds of  his succes-
sor by the special grace of  
God.

T
he House of  Represent-
atives has reversed it-
self  on three gender-re-

lated bills that failed to pass in 
the ongoing amendments to 
the 1999 Constitution.

The Speaker, Femi Gbaja-
biamila, called for a rescission 
of  the votes on the affected 
bills after the lawmakers held 
an executive (closed-door) 
session on Tuesday.

While there are five gender 
bills, those to be revisited are 
Bill 36 to “expand the scope 

of  citizenship by registra-
tion;” Bill 37 to “provide for 
affirmative action for women 
in political party adminis-
tration;” Bill 38 to “provide 
criteria for qualification to be-
come an indigene of  a state in 
Nigeria.”

Those dropped are Bill 35 
to “provide for special seat for 
women in the National and 
State Houses of  Assembly;” 
and Bill 68 “to give women a 
quota in the federal and state 
executive councils or minis-

By Grace Ofurum

A 
coalition of  Imo 
women comprising 
of  different women 

groups and NGOs in Ow-
erri has staged a solidari-
ty protest to the Imo state 
House of  Assembly for the 
constitution that will accord 
Nigeria women their rights 
giving them a sense of  be-
longing.

The women who marched 
to the Imo state House As-
sembly to make known their 
grievances while speaking 
through the Commission-
er of  Women Affairs and 
Vulnerable Group, Hon. 
Lady Nkechinyere Ugwu 
appealed to the IMHA to 
support the bill should it 
be revisited by the National 
Assembly.

The wife of  the governor 
of  Imo state, Barr. Mrs. Chi-
oma Uzodimma in her mes-

International women’s day: Imo women led by the commissioner for Women Affairs 
and Vulnerable Group, Hon. Lady Nkechi Ugwu during their rally to mark the day in 
Owerri yesterday.

sage in celebrating the in-
ternational women’s day in 
support of  the protest said, 
“ we need women at every 
table where the visions are 
being made because when 
women lead, positive results 
are seen regardless of  who 
we are or where we come 
from”.

She disclosed that “our 
women are constantly 
challenging the status quo 
but why should they keep 
fighting against limitations 
based on their gender, how 
long will it take for equality 
to become the norm in our 
citizenship”. 

Also speaking the leader 
of  one of  the groups, Mrs. 
Blessing Duru disclosed that 
women are part of  the Dem-
ocratic process, hence every 
women is amplifying their 
voice to appeal to the IMHA 
to look into the matter as a 

case of  emergency and not 
to agree to the decision the 
National Assembly has tak-
en against the women’s ag-
itation for gender equality 
and urged them to review 
the bill.

Responding on behalf  
of  the members of  the Imo 
House of  Assembly, the 
speaker, Rt. Hon. Kennedy 
Ibeh affirmed that the gov-
ernor of  Imo state is gender 
sensitive and a gender friend-
ly governor. He reminded 
the women that many wom-
en still occupy sensitive po-
sitions both in government 
and the society at large.

The speaker stated also 
that the constitution amend-
ment is not unmindful of  the 
provision of  the constitution 
condemning the discrimina-
tion of  gender and disclosed 
that the constitution provi-
sion will be adhered to.

Onitsha Road industrial layout: Concession ‘ll 
make investment thrive in Imo
By Chigozie Uzosike

I
n a bid to develop the 
Imo state, there is need 
to ensure that the gov-

ernment of  the day conces-
sions the Onitsha Road in-
dustrial layout for the thrive 
of  the state

Speaking exclusively to 
News Echo, an industrial-
ist, Chief  Okey Ikoro noted 
that the only way to ensure 
inflow of  investors in the 
state is to concession the 
area by bringing in consult-
ants who will develop the 
place/layout, fix all that 
need to be fixed, call for 
bidding from industrialists 

who will come in and cause 
the functionality of  the 
place.

Chief  Ikoro hinted that 
the state government can 
deploy concession meth-
od to resuscitate the near 
moribund layout in order to 
boost the state’s economic 
base and possibly discour-
age the state from abso-
lute dependence on federal 
government’s allocation. 
He also said, if  the Hope 
Uzodinma led administra-
tion through a consultant 
creates the infrastructural 
development facilities in 
the industrial area, the lay-
out will undoubtedly grow 

He observed that Ow-
erri Catholic Diocese was 
lucky to have had a man 
like Archbishop Obinna 
mount the saddle for 28 
years, insisting that those 
were years of  fruitfulness 
and spiritual growth for 
both the Diocese and the 
parishioners.

While canvassing for 
prayer from parishioners 
for both Archbishops, Gov-
ernor Uzodimma specifi-
cally prayed God to contin-
ue to sustain Archbishop 
Obinna in good health 
with sound mind so that he 
will be available to render 
the services he knows how 
best to the society, particu-
larly the Body of  Christ.

Governor Uzodimma 
said no time is best suited 
to pray for the duo than 
now that Christians are ob-
serving the Lenten period, 
insisting that God in His 
infinite  mercy will answer 
their prayers.

at an unprecedented speed 
and subsequently employ 
a lot of  people, thereby re-
ducing the employment 
deficit of  the state.

He reiterated on the high 
advantages, the location of  
the Industrial layout at Ow-
erri has granted the State, 
insisting that the location 
of  the layout is so central 
that it will service custom-
ers from Rivers, Abia and 
Anambra without hiccups.

He hinted that the loca-
tion of  Owerri makes it so 
strategic that every serious 
industrialist will like to have 
an industry in Imo. “Imo is 
centrally located between 

Aba, Portharcourt, Umua-
hia, Onitsha, it is so central 
that anything you produce, 
the market is within you. 
He added that due to the 
infrastructural problem, 
where the layout is almost 
desolate, industries find 
it difficult to situate their 
companies in Imo.

He posited that the only 
way the state can take its 
pride of  place as the eastern 
heartland is to mobilize all 
resources towards the re-
suscitation of  the layout so 
that massive employment 
can be created, by public 
private partnership arrange-
ment.

terial and commissionership 
seats.”

Gbajabiamila noted that 
the three bills would be in-
cluded in the second batch of  
amendment bills to be con-
sidered in about four weeks’ 
time.

After the lawmakers unani-
mously approved the reversal 
via voice vote, female mem-
bers of  the House as well as 
some male counterparts gave 
the Speaker a standing ova-
tion.

The lawmakers in the two 
chambers had, on Tuesday 
last week, voted on the 68 
recommendations by the 
Joint Senate and House Spe-
cial Ad Hoc Committee on 
the Review of  the 1999 Con-
stitution.

Tragedy as tricycle driver 
crushed to death, 3 injured in
Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

R
esidents of  Naw-
fia, in Njikoka local 
government area of 

Anambra state have been 
thrown into mourning fol-
lowing a tragic accident that 
claimed the life of  a tricycle 
driver and injured three oth-
ers.

News Echo gathered that 
the ugly incident which took 
place at the Nawfia old road 
invloved three cars and was 
caused by wrongful over-
taking.

Ag, Sector Public Edu-
cation Officer of  FRSC, 
Anambra command DRC 
Margaret B Onabe, con-
firmed the incident in a 
press statement made avali-
able to press men.

According to Onabe, 
“The crash involved 20 peo-

ple compromising (12male 
adults, and 8 female adults.) 
No injured: 3 (2male adults, 
1 female adult) No killed: 
1 male adult. (The Tricycle 
driver)”.

“The cause of  the fa-
tal crash was attributed 
to wrongful overtaking 
(WOV). An eyewitness said 
the driver of  the Ford Tran-
sit enroute Awka, overtook 
the truck wrongfully and 
rammed into the Tricycle 
enroute  Onitsha in a single 
carriage way and crashed”.

“The crash was between 
three vehicles. An uniden-
tified driver of  an Ash Ford 
Transit bus with registration 
number: NZM98EA, an un-
identified driver of  a yellow 
tricycle with registration 
number: AAH707UM, and 
an unidentified driver of  a 
red Mack tuck with registra-
tion number: KJA243XK”.
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Members of the UN Security Council meet to discuss the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine at the UN headquarters in New York, New York, 
on March 07, 2022.

W
est’s continual trans-
fer of  large numbers 
of  lethal weapons 
into the hands of  

Ukrainian defenders may exacer-
bate its war with Russia, China’s 
envoy told the United Nations.

 In briefings to the P5, UN agen-
cies reported the deaths of  at least 
27 children, and injuries to 42 oth-
er minors, since Russia’s invasion 
of  Ukraine began on February 24, 
2022.

With Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s military campaign nearing 
its two-week mark and his forces 
on the outskirts of  Kyiv, the Unit-
ed States and its NATO allies have 
already supplied Volodymyr Zelen-
sky’s Ukraine with tens of  thou-
sands of  precision weapons such as 
shoulder-launched anti-aircraft and 
anti-tank rockets—and many more 
are on the way.

Over the weekend, Secretary 
of  State Antony Blinken hinted 
at some progress in a proposal to 
transfer Poland’s Soviet-era MiG-
29 fighter jets to Ukraine’s air force, 
a move that would be contingent on 
a guarantee of  Poland later receiv-
ing American-made replacements. 
However, there are also concerns 
that such an agreement could be in-
terpreted in Moscow as some form 
of  Western intervention in the inva-
sion.

China, meanwhile, has expressed 
a readiness to mediate between 
Kyiv and Moscow, but beyond urg-
ing the two governments to hold 
direct talks, Beijing has done little 
to leverage Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s close relationship with 
Russia’s Putin.

On Monday, as the UN Securi-
ty Council met for the fourth time 
in 15 days, China’s ambassador, 
Zhang Jun, issued direct warnings 
about the ongoing foreign military 
aid and Ukraine’s own attempts to 
beef  up local resistance through an 
“international legion” of  volunteer 
fighters.

“Any action that is conducive to 
easing the situation under politi-

cal settlement will receive China’s 
support,” said Zhang. “Any action 
that is not conducive to promoting 
a diplomatic solution, and which in 
essence means fanning and fueling 
the flames, leading to escalation, 
will be met with China’s opposi-
tion.”

He repeated Beijing’s objection to 
global sanctions—unprecedented 
economic punishment that is crip-
pling Russia’s economy—and said 
the measures could spill over and 
harm other countries, too.

“Importing offensive weapons 
into Ukraine and sending merce-
naries may further worsen the sit-
uation and create more and bigger 
risks,” Zhang said, before encourag-
ing more peace talks.

China warns West’s arming of Ukraine 
could worsen Russia war

Russia attempting to recruit Syrian fighters for Ukraine
invasion, Pentagon claims

R
ussia is attempting to 
recruit Syrians to fight 
in Ukraine as its inva-
sion stalls, the Penta-

gon has claimed.
US defence officials told The 

Wall Street Journal that Russia 
was seeking Syrians who had 
experience in urban combat and 
would offer up to $300 a month 
for those wishing to fight.

The Russian Army has faced 
a fierce resistance in Ukraine de-
spite Vladimir Putin’s belief  that 
a “lightning” military campaign 
could bring the country under 
his control in just two weeks. 
However, Kyiv and other major 
cities remain under Ukrainian 
control and Russian military 

losses have been significant.
“The accounts of  the Russians 

seeking Syrian fighters, to aug-
ment their forces in Ukraine, we 
do believe there’s truth to that,” 
Pentagon spokesman John Kirby 
told reporters on Monday. “It’s 
interesting that (Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir) Putin would have 
to rely on foreign fighters”.

Syrian news website DeirEz-
zor24 claimed that Moscow 
was seeking volunteers to act as 
“guards” and would be offered 
a six-month contract of  between 
$200 and $300 a month.

A US defence official said that 
it was not clear how many Syr-
ians that Mr Putin was attempt-
ing to recruit, but that they “find 
it noteworthy that he believes he 

needs to rely on foreign fighters”.
They told reporters that the 

Kremlin had already committed 
the majority of  its 150,000 troops 
amassed on the Ukrainian border 
since the beginning of  the inva-
sion last month.

Mr Putin has already sent 
battle-hardened soldiers from 
Chechnya into Ukraine to re-
inforce his invasion. Ukrainian 
authorities said that an assassina-
tion attempt by an elite Chechen 
squad on President Volodymyr 
Zelensky had been thwarted last 
week.

Syrian fighters have significant 
urban combat experience, having 
fought a brutal civil war for near-
ly a decade.

Follow Newsweek’s live blog for 
the latest on the Russia-Ukraine 
war.

Since Putin issued orders to at-
tack Ukraine on February 24, Chi-
na has publicly maintained a posi-
tion described by some analysts as 
“pro-Russia neutrality,” refusing to 
condemn the violence while tak-
ing Moscow’s view of  the U.S. and 
NATO as “instigators” of  the con-
flict. As in Russia, statements out 
of  China have been careful to avoid 
describing the hostilities as an “inva-
sion” or even “war.”

However, with the number of  
casualties now in the thousands—
and the Chinese government re-
porting at least one of  its citizens 
wounded by gunfire—Beijing has 

expressed alarm at the catastrophic 
loss of  life in the country.

“We remained concerned about 
the rapidly changing situation in 
Ukraine, and deeply deplore the in-
creasing number of  civilian casual-
ties,” said Ambassador Zhang. “We 
appeal for the maximum degree of  
restraint and intensification of  dip-
lomatic efforts, so as to put an early 
end to the fight ... and prevent the 
emergence of  a large-scale human-
itarian crisis.”

During his remarks at the UN 
headquarters in New York, where 
representatives had gathered to dis-
cuss the deteriorating humanitarian 
situation, Zhang conveyed Beijing’s 
“heartfelt thanks” to neighboring 
countries, including much-maligned 

NATO members, for receiving Chi-
nese nationals fleeing the war. He 
also continued China’s diplomat-
ic tightrope walking by repeating 
vague support for Kyiv’s principled 
stand and reminding participants of  
Moscow’s grievances surrounding 
NATO’s eastward expansion.

“That the situation in Ukraine 
has deteriorated to where it is today 
is due to a combination of  complex 
factors. To resolve complex issues, 
what is required is calm and reason, 
rather than adding fuel to the flame, 
which will only lead to escalation,” 
he said.

“To resolve the crisis in Ukraine, 
it is imperative to abide by the prin-
ciples and the purposes of  the UN 
Charter; respect and ensure the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of  countries; abide by the principle 
of  the indivisibility of  security; and 
address the reasonable security con-
cerns of  the parties concerned. It is 
imperative to stick to dialogue and 
negotiation, and find the resolu-
tion to the dispute through peaceful 
means,” Zhang said.

Monday’s session began after 
Russia promised another cease-fire 
for the evacuation of  civilians from 
Kyiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, Kharkiv and 
Mariupol. UN officials condemned 
the war and especially its effects on 
young children, 27 of  whom have 
been killed, with 42 others wound-
ed, according to Catherine Russell 
of  the UN Children’s Fund, better 
known as UNICEF. Half  of  the 
1.7 million refugees who have fled 
Ukraine are children, she said in her 
remarks.

The UN’s human rights office 
estimated there had been at least 
406 civilian deaths and 801 injuries 
as of  Monday. U.S. intelligence of-
ficers told Newsweek that the real 
figure was likely five times higher.

Charles Lister, a Syria expert at 
the Middle East Institute in Wash-
ington, said the introduction of  
Syrian fighters into the war was 
unlikely to prove successful.

He told the Journal: “Bring-
ing Syrians into Ukraine is like 
bringing Martians to fight on the 
moon. They don’t speak the lan-
guage, the environment is totally 
different.”

Addressing Ukrainians from 
his office on Monday night, Mr 
Zelensky vowed that his country 
would rebuild after repelling the 
Russian invasion.

“There will be no trace of  the 
enemy,” he said. “We will make 
our cities destroyed by the invader 
better than any city in Russia.” 



o m e  N i g e r i a n  

Scelebrities have reacted 
to the news of  the 

abducted BRT passenger, 
Oluwabamise Ayanwola, 
who was found dead with her 
private parts missing.

he Rivers State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
arrested and detained 

four police officers attached 
to its Puff  Adder Tactical 
Unit for alleged extortion of  
about N200,000 from a 200-
level student of  the Ignatius 
A j u r u  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Education, Rivers State, 

n Ado-Ekiti Chief  

AMagistrates' Court 
on Tuesday, ordered 

the  remand of  Sa lawu 
Adams (21) and Odeleye 
Tobi (21), in the correctional 
centre in Ado-Ekiti for 
allegedly defiling a minor.

The defendants,  of  
unknown addresses, are 
being tried for alleged rape.

The Police Prosecutor, 
Sgt. Sodiq Adeniyi, told the 
court that the defendants 
committed the offence on 
Feb. 28 in Awo-Ekiti.

Sodiq alleged that the 
defendants defiled a 14-year-
old girl.

He said according to the 

statement of  the victim, she 
said she was hawking fried 
meat and the defendants 
called her that she should sell 
meat to them, while they 
took a meat each without 
paying.

She said one of  them 
later removed a cloth from 
his pocket and covered her 
mouth, while the second 
carried her to the bush in 
their backyard and they both 
had sexual intercourse with 
her one after the other.

She added that she was 
left in the bush and she went 
home to  repor t  to  her 
mother, who reported them 
to the police.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
offence contravened Section 
31 of  Child Rights Laws of  
Ekiti State, 2012.

The prosecutor urged 
the court to remand the 
d e f e n d a n t s  i n  t h e 
correctional centre pending 
legal advice from the office 
o f  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c 
Prosecution (DPP).

T h e  p l e a s  o f  t h e 
defendants were not taken.

The Chief  Magistrate, 
Mrs Franca Olaiya, ordered 
t h e  r e m a n d  o f  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s  a t  t h e 
correctional centre, pending 
issuance of  legal advice.

She adjourned the case 
till April 14 for mention.

Kingsley Dike.
Their arrest followed a 

d i r e c t i v e  b y  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, CP 
Eboka shortly after members 
of  the Centre for Basic Rights 
P r o t e c t i o n  a n d 
Accountability Campaign 
led the student to the office of  
the CP to lodge a formal 

complaint on the matter.
S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 

meeting, Dike explained that 
he was in a vehicle on his way 
home last Friday at about 10 
pm when some policemen 
stopped and searched him 
and his colleague and later 
took them to their base in the 
Aluu community even after 

“nothing was found” on 
them.

Dike said at the station 
the “police officers ordered 
him to remove the code” on 
his phone and later threw 
them in the cell.

He sa id  they were 
brought out on Saturday 
morning and were directed 
to write a statement indicting 
themselves as “internet 
fraudsters”, which they 
complied with, out of  fear of  
being killed.

The students explained 
the officers thereafter gave 
them “an account number” 
where they transferred the 
sum of  N200,000 before they 
were released.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a  l e g a l 
representative of  the rights 
group, Charles Obiorah-
Edward, commended the 
Commissioner of  Police for 
the step taken on the matter 
and further urged the police 
to  ensure  “a  thorough 
i nve s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e 
matter”.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
accused police officers are 
being detained at State 
Cr imina l  Inves t iga t ion 
D e p a r t m e n t  w h i l e  t h e 
money allegedly extorted 
from the student has been 
recovered.

circumstances leading to 
Bamise's death.

Korede Bello reacting to 
the sad incident, said the 
security and justice system in 
Nigeria needs to be better as 
evildoers are getting smarter.

Recall that Bamise, who 
got missing after she boarded 
a BRT bus at Chevron bus 
stop, was found dead on 
Carter Bridge, Lagos State.

Well-meaning Nigerians 
have widely condemned the 

His tweet read, “I'll never 
understand how people can 
look so normal and yet be so 
evil! Are we ever really safe? I 
pray Bamise's family gets 
justice for their daughter.

“This is overwhelmingly 
heartbreaking,” Korede Bello 
tweeted.

“Evildoers are getting 
smarter and our security and 
justice system need to be 
better than what it is right 
now if  not God help us all.”

 Lagos High Court 

Asitting at the Tafa 
B a l e w a  S q u a r e 

(TBS), remanded a 28-year-
o l d  j o b  s e e k e r,  O l i s a 
Anachuna, at the Kirikiri 
Medium Correctional Centre 
for alleged armed robbery.

J u s t i c e  Y e t u n d e 
Adesanya made the order, 
f o l l ow i n g  A n a c h u n a ' s 
arraignment by the Lagos 
State Government.

Anachuna, of  15, Bonny 
Street, Mile 2, Lagos, is 
facing a two-count charge of  
c o n s p i r a c y  t o  c o m m i t 
robbery and armed robbery.

Prosecution counsel 
Olayemi Shofolu alleged that 
the defendant committed the 

offence at about 6:20pm on 
May 26, 2018, alongside 
unnamed accomplices.

He said the incident 
occurred on Kirikiri Road, 
Apapa, Lagos while the 
victim was on his way home 
from work.

Shofo lu  sa id :  “The 
defendant whilst armed with 
a pistol did rob one Nnamdi 
E z e d i a l o ,  w h o  i s  t h e 
c o m p l a i n a n t ,  o f  h i s 
belongings.

“Anachuna  and  h i s 
accomplices robbed the 
complainant of  his two 
mobile phones, Infinix Hot 2 
and Tecno valued at N52,500 
a n d  t h e  c a s h  s u m  o f  
N72,000.”

n  I nv e s t i g a t i n g 

AOfficer, Geoffery 
Okwuigwe, told an 

FCT High Court, Kubwa that 
a 63-year-old man, Alhaji 
Danladi Sule committed 
incest with his seven-year-old 
foster daughter.

Okwuigwe,  a  senior 
intelligence officer with the 
National Agency for the 
Prohibition of  Trafficking in 
Persons (NAPTIP), made 
this known while being cross-
examined by the defence 
counsel, Usman Nuhu.

NAPTIP charged Sule 
with three counts bordering 
on incest, which he pleaded 
not guilty to.

D u r i n g  c r o s s -
examination, the defence 
counsel asked Okwuigwe if  
the word lick meant to move 
the tongue over the surface of  
something in other to eat it, 
make it wet or clean it.

The defence counsel read 
a paragraph of  the medical 
report of  the victim which 
stated that there were no sign 
of  tears or bruises at the time 
of  examination.

Nuhu also asked if  the 
witness was in the position to 

decide if  the alleged act 
a f f e c t e d  t h e  v i c t i m 
psychologically.

The witness answered 
saying that he was not a 
doctor and does not know.
Justice Kezziah Ogbonnaya, 
however,  adjourned the 
matter until March 9 for 
con t inua t ion  o f  c ro s s -
examination.

Ogbonnaya however 
ordered that the victim who is 
in the defendant's custody, be 
released to the NAPTIP to 
p r o f i l e  h e r  b e f o r e  h e r 
testimony.

According to reports, the 
court had earlier given the 
same order on Feb. 3, for the 
victim to be released to 
NAPTIP before March 7 
which was disobeyed.

T h e  P r o s e c u t i o n 
Counse l ,  Rose  Ibekwe, 
alleged that the defendant 
sexually assaulted his seven-
year-old foster daughter in 
2020.

The offence, she said, is 
p u n i s h a b l e  u n d e r  t h e 
provisions of  sections 1(2), 5 
(1) of  the Violence Against 
Persons Prohibitions Act, 
2015.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutor,  the of fence 
contravened Sections 299 
a n d  2 9 7  ( 2 ) ( a )  o f  t h e 
Criminal Law of  Lagos State, 
2015.

Anachuna pleaded not 
guilty.

M r.  A d a  A d a k o l e 
appeared for the defendant.

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t ' s  p l e a ,  t h e 
prosecutor prayed for a trial 
date.

G r a n t i n g  h i s 
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  J u s t i c e 
Adesanya remanded the 
defendant and adjourned till 
June 14, for trial.

A l a c h u a  w a s  f i r s t 
remanded by an Ikeja Chief  
Magistrates' Court on July 
12, 2018.

Also, Mr Marcaroni, a 
popular comedian, on his 
Twitter page, “Bamise's story 
is so heartbreaking. It's even 
more worrisome that we 
don't know how many people 
have suffered the same fate as 
her.

“For all we know, there 
could be more to suffer the 
same fate, and that is because 
it is hard to get justice in our 
society.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  

“When there are little or no 
consequences for evil doing, 
evildoers are emboldened, 
and we end up building a 
society where evil is waiting 
to befall everyone.”

M u s i c  p r o d u c e r ,  
Samklef, tweeting asked the 
government to expose those 
responsibly.

“So they killed that girl 
(Bamise) inside BRT bus? 
Government bus? I believe 
this is what those people 
have been doing, but God 
just wanted to expose them.

“Please always tell your 
family the number of  any 
BRT bus you are entering. 
This is sad.”
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Bamise: Criminals getting smarter, security
system should be upgraded – Nigerian celebrities

Job seeker remanded for alleged
armed robbery

Four police officers detained for
allegedly extorting student 

Court remands 2 men for allegedly
defiling a minor

Defendant committed
incest with his 7-year-old
foster daughter
– IPO tells court



h e  N i g e r i a  TE x t r a c t i v e  
I n d u s t r i e s  

Transparency Initiative on 
Monday released the 2020 
oil and gas industry report, 
as it announced that the 
indebtedness of  55 oil 
companies to the Federal 
Government was N1.32tn.

NEITI also revealed 
that a total of  370 oil spill 
cases were recorded during 
the review period, adding 
that 3.4 million litres of  oil 
was spilled in 257 minor 
spills, 23 medium spills and 
one major spill. 

A t  t h e  p u b l i c  
presentation of  the report 
in Abuja, the Executive 
Secretary, NEITI, Orji 
Ogbonnaya-Orji, explained 
that the liabilities of  the 51 
oil  companies to the 
Federation as at December 
31, 2020 was N1.32tn or 
$3.17bn compared to the 
N2.6tn owed in 2019.  

The agency's latest 
report indicated that the 
number of  defaulting 
companies dropped from 
the 77 reported by NEITI in 
2019 to 51 in 2020.  

O g b o n n a y a - O r j i  
described the current debts 
as collectable revenues that 
were due to the Federation 
by the defunct Department 
of  Petroleum Resources 
and the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service. 

On the revenue streams 
that accounted for the 
liabilities in question, 
NEITI stated that they 
include royalty oil, royalty 
gas, concession rentals, 
Petroleum Profit Tax, 
Company Income Tax, 
Education tax, Value 
Added Tax, Withholding 
Tax, among others.  

Although NEITI did 
not name the defaulting 
companies at the public 
presentation of  the report, 
it assured officials of  the 
FIRS at the event that the 
identities of  the firms 
would be made available to 
the service to help in the 
recovery of  the funds. 

“The public disclosure 
of  companies' liabilities to 
the Federation by NEITI is 
in line with its national 
mandate and in fulfilment 
of  its obligation as a 
member of  the global 
Ext rac t ive  Indus t r i e s  
Transparency Initiative, 
and not in any way against 
t h e  c o m p a n i e s , ”  
Ogbonnaya-Orji stated. 

He explained that 
NEITI's disclosure sought 
to draw the attention of  the 
oil and gas companies to 
their obligations to remit all 

product availability with an 
outstanding balance of  
N26.74bn yet to be paid.  

NEITI also reported 
that 20.01 billion litres of  
petrol, 52 million litres of  
kerosene and 5.33 billion 
l i t r e s  o f  d ie se l  were  
imported into the country 
for domestic use during the 

v a l u e d  a t  $ 4 4 . 7 3 m  
(N15.71bn) was stolen with 
349 cases of  pipeline 
vandalism recorded in 2020. 

“ T h i s  i s  a n  
i m p r o v e m e n t  w h e n  
compared to the 1,387 cases 
of  vandalism reported in 
2019,” the transparency 
agency stated. 

On gas production, the 
report stated that the gas 
sub-sector contributed over 
$1.5bn to the Federation 
Account, adding that total 
gas production in 2020 was 
3.01 million cubic feet.  

It stated that while 64 
per cent of  this total 
quantity was sold, eight per 
cent was flared and four per 
cent unaccounted for. 

The NEITI report also 
showed that the oil and gas 
sector contributed only 8.16 
per cent to the total Gross 
Domestic Product in 2020, 
which represented a decline 
of  0.46 per cent when 
compared to the 8.62 per 
cent recorded in 2019.  

The report fur ther 
revealed that the sector 
dominated the country's 
export in 2020, contributing 
about 75 per cent or N9.44tn 
of  the total export value of  
N12.52tn. 

Meanwhile, NEITI in 
i t s  r e p o r t  c a l l e d  f o r  
investigations into the 
circumstances surrounding 
t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  
Federation's stake in OML 
24 operated by Pan Ocean 
and New Cross Energy.  

NEITI said its concern 
was on the value for money 
of  the transaction, payment 
for the federation equity 
interest and recovery of  the 
$309.1m that should have 
been paid for the asset. 

The agency also stated 
that the dividend and other 
related payments of  the 
Nigeria Liquefied and 
Natural Gas company 
remained an issue in 2020, 
as payments were being 
warehoused in NNPC 
designated bank accounts 
and not the Federation 
Account. 

It said, “NNPC Limited 
s h o u l d  t r a n s p a r e n t ly  
disclose and account for 
NLNG payments in the 
corporation's financial 
statements, while future 
dividends should be paid to 
the Federal Government as 
the investor” 

T h e  2 0 2 0  r e p o r t  
reconciled payments from 
83 entities, which include 69 
oil and gas companies, 13 
government agencies and 
the Nigerian Liquefied 
Natural Gas. 

r e v e n u e s  d u e  t o  
government, especially at 
this time that government 
was in dire need of  revenues 
to rebuild the nation's 
infrastructure and improve 
the country's investment 
climate. 

T h e  N E I T I  b o s s  
described oil companies 
operating in Nigeria as the 
backbone of  the industry.  

“ W i t h o u t  t h e  
companies there will be no 
industry, no investments 
and no revenues to remit,” 
he said. 

O g b o n n a y a - O r j i  
added, “So NEITI will 
continue to support the 
companies and also expect 
that they live up to their 
obligations as regard to 
payment of  taxes, royalties 
a n d  l e v i e s  t o  t h e  
Federation, as they do in 
other jurisdictions of  their 
operations.” 

The 2020 oil and gas 
report also revealed that 
Nigeria earned $20.43bn 
from the sector in 2020, 
representing a decline of  40 
per cent when compared to 
the N34.22bn realised from 
the sector in 2019.  

On remittances to the 
Federation Account from 
the oil and gas sector, the 
repor t  disc losed that  
$14.65bn, representing 
71.17 per cent of  the total 
earnings in 2020, was 
remitted to the account. 

It stated that the total 
aggregate financial flows 
from the oil and gas sector 
to government in 10 years 
( 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 2 0 )  w a s  
$394.029bn. 

NEITI further stated 
that the total crude oil 
production in 2020 was 
646.7 million barrels, 
representing a 12 per cent 
decrease when compared to 
the 735.24 million barrels 
produced in 2019.  

“Out of  the above total 
production in 2020, 648.48 
million barrels were lifted, 
and this was 11.85 per cent 
lower than the 735.66 
million barrels lifted in 
2019,” NEITI stated in its 
latest report. 

On domestic crude 
a l l o c a t i o n  a n d  
consumption, the NEITI 
repor t  disc losed that  
107.746 million barrels was 
managed by the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  Pe t r o l e u m  
Company Limited under 
the Direct Sale Direct 
Purchase arrangement.  

It also revealed that the 
v a l u e  o f  t h e  c r u d e  
exchanged under  the  
DSDP arrangement was 
$6.7bn, while the value of  

t h e  r e f i n e d  p r o d u c t s  
r e c e i v e d  f o r  l o c a l  
consumption was $6.03bn, 
indicating a variance of  
$134.78m. 

On fuel subsidy, the 
NEITI report disclosed that 
NGN106.9bn was paid as 
subsidy between January 
and June 2020 to sustain 

he 11 Electr ic i ty TD i s t r i b u t i o n 
C o m p a n i e s 

(DisCos), under the umbrella 
o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
N i g e r i a n  E l e c t r i c i t y 
Distributors (ANED), have 
s a i d  n o t  a l l  a p p r ove d 
metering schemes, active in 
the country, offer meters at 
no immediate expense to 
customers.

This was made known 
b y  A N E D ' s  E xe c u t ive 
Director,  Research and 
Advocacy, Sunny Oduntan, 

he  In te r na t iona l TM o n e t a r y  F u n d 
(IMF)  has assisted 

Nigeria with a total of  $6.8 
billion in emergency support 
to cushion the effect of  the 
Corona virus pandemic in 
2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1 ,  I M F 
Country Representative in 
Nigeria,  Ari Aisen, has said.

Aisen, who spoke at the 
American Business Council 
Economic Update where 
e x p e r t s  e x p l o r e d 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d 
imperatives for businesses in 
Nigeria said, “because of  the 
p a n d e m i c ,  I M F  h a s 
e x t e n d e d  e m e r g e n c y 
assistance of  $3.4 billion 
dollars in 2020. In 2021 also, 
because of  the pandemic 
t h e r e  w a s  a n  S p e c i a l 
D r aw i n g  R i g h t  ( S D R ) 
allocation of  $3.4 billion. It is 
an additional resource to 

boost international reserves 
of  the country, so in two 
years,  $6.8 bi l l ion was 
deployed in emergency 
support for Nigeria.

“That was very helpful 
together with the policies to 
contain the negative impact 
of  these huge shock; which 
was the pandemic, on the 
Nigerian economy, on the 
availability of  imported 
goods, on salaries of  public 
servants and on health 
package that the Ministry of  
Finance was able to put in 
place in 2020 when the 
pandemic hit.

“In addition to financing, 
Ari said the IMF has done 
more in terms of  capacity 
development, he said, saying 
“beyond financing, we also 
leave quite a bit of  capacity 
deve lopment  to  pub l ic 
servants in various areas;

I n  p u b l i c  f i n a n c i a l 
management,  including 
national account, price 
inflation statistics, bank 
supervision, payment system 
and some various areas of  
capacity development we do 
to support our members and 
Nigeria gets a lot of  business 
assistance because it's an 
important member country 
of  IMF.

He said the  IMF also 
c o n d u c t  a r t i c l e s  f o r 
consultat ion,  these are 
annual consultation visits to 
the  countr y  to  d iscuss 
economic policies and have 
candid exchanges between 
expert economists from the 
IMF and expert Nigerian 
economists of  the central 
bank, ministry of  finance 
and all agencies to interact 
a n d  d i s c u s s  e c o n o m i c 
policies.”

while clarifying to the media 
the channels through which 
c u s t o m e r s  c a n  o b t a i n 
electricity meters.

In a statement, in Abuja, 
he explained that “Under the 
N i g e r i a n  E l e c t r i c i t y 
Regulatory Commission's 
( N E RC )  “ M e t e r  A s s e t 
Provider and National Mass 
Metering Regulations,” 
Regulation No. NERC-R-11-
2021, there are two metering 
programmes – National 
Mass Metering Programme 
(NMMP) and the Meter 

Asset Provider (MAP).  The 
N M M P  i s  a  p o l i c y 
intervention by the federal 
government, with funding 
from the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN).

“ T h i s  p r o g r a m m e 
commenced in 2021 and the 
objective of  the program is to 
expedit iously close the 
electricity metering gap. 
These meters are provided 
free of  charge to customers 
and as loans to the electricity 
dis t r ibut ion companies 
(DisCos).”

period under review.  
On oil theft and crude 

losses, the report made 
assessment based on the 
data provided to NEITI by 
22 of  the 69 covered 
companies.  

According to the result 
of  the assessment, 39.16 
million barrels of  crude 
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55 oil companies owe FG N1.32tn – NEITI report

DisCos: Not all meters are instantly
free

Nigeria got $6.8b from IMF in two
years – IMF Rep.
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International Women’s Day  
Celebrating a woman of courage: 

Chief Maureen Kingsley
A

s we celebrate the in-
ternational women’s 
day, we also celebrate 

women who have imparted 
the society greatly and are  
role models to others in the so-
ciety. The theme of  the inter-
national women’s day 2022 
is “break the bias” urging 
everyone to actively call out 
gender bias, discrimination 
and stereotyping each time 
we see it. 

A significant of  this day 
has therefore thrown up 
a woman of  inestimable 
measure, Chief  Maureen 
Nneka Kingsley (Odi-
ukonamba) an epitome of  
womanhood, a woman who 
promotes gender equality. 
As a part of  her contribution 
to humanity, she is a co- 
founder and director of  
Charity Foundation based 
here in Nigeria, she is also 
one of  the representatives 
at Equals International 
Adelaide Australia where she 
advocates for gender equality 
and empowering African 
women to be independent 
and striving to play influential 
roles in the society at large. 

Maureen Nneka Kingsley 
is based in Sydney, Australia, 
with her husband and blessed 
with beautiful kids.  A hard 
working registered nurse 
and behaviourial support 
practitioner. She has always 
been a strong advocate of  
equity, unity and peace; 
leading the pathway in 
various forays towards 
achieving youth and gender 
empowerment and women 
education in our manner of  
speaking. She is a registered 
Nurse, core Psychologist and 
an accomplished business 
magnet with passion for 
excellence and quality 
service.

She is a director in many 
of  the subsidiaries in Nigeria 
and abroad. She manages 
alongside her energetic and 
enterprising husband who 
doubles as the chief  executive 
officer of  DeKings Holistic 
Communications Network 
Ltd, publishers of  News 
Echo newspapers.

A rare symbol of  humility 
and epithet of  peace and 
honesty laced with a polished 
lifestyle made her overly 
qualified to be our Echo 
Woman of  the Month. 
The world indeed, needs 
more great minds like ‘Odi-
ukonamba’ to meet the needs 
of  a people with battered 
socio-economic society.

Maureen Nneka Kingsley 
was born in Aka- Ezi, 
Awkuzu, Oyi LGA of  
Anambra State, to late Mr 
Stephen Okafor and Mrs 
Nwosi Okafor. She grew up 
in Awka, where she attended 
primary and secondary 
schools. She completed 
her tertiary education in 
Australia, majoring in 
Nursing and Psychology.

She co-founded ‘DeKing 

Charity Foundation’ 
aimed at affecting lives 
through provision of  
strong livelihood support 
for orphanages, women 
and youth empowerment, 
provision of  electricity 
transformers to communities, 
provision of  scholarships 
for deserving students in all 
levels of  education, support 
for Ikeduru, Imo state and 
Nigeria immigrants in other 
countries of  the world where 
they have presence, and the 
list is unending.

A woman of  few words 
with a big heart, the one 
who gives so much, one who 
doesn’t care whether there’s 
something left for her as long 
as she makes other people 
happy. She has the ability 
to absorb others’ emotions; 

that’s why she is an expert 
in empathizing. She will dive 
into one’s feelings so she will 
be able to know how to help 
them. She will leave her very 
own happiness just to share 
with one’s sadness.

She is a good listener 
and can hardly sleep if  she 
is aware you cannot sleep 
without doing something 
about it. A selfless woman 
and doesn’t make big deal 
out of  any situation because 
of  her calm and calculative 
nature. She is more than an 
intelligent person, she is wise. 
Wisdom abounds in her mind 
but she rather listen to other 
people’s ideas. She would 
also rather respect others’ 
decisions and opinions. She 
has a vast mind as big as 
her heart. She is worthy of  

trust when it comes to ideas 
and decisions. It’s therefore 
necessary for others to ask 
the woman with the big heart 
of  her own ideas. Believe 
me, her thoughts are worth 
considering.

Chief  ‘Odi-ukonamba’ 
is dynamic and brilliantly 
versatile, willing to take 
on greater responsibilities, 
anywhere in the world. 
Having, come this far and 
still rising in the enterprise of  
upholding humanity’s deep 
values and high aspirations 
towards reforming the 
society.

She is known to have 
astutely guided her family’s 
velocity in defining an 
ambitious agenda that has 
placed their numerous 
investments in different parts 
of  the world on auto cruise.

She’s truly indispensible 
to peace, prosperity and 
human dignity. Her courage, 
vision and determination 
towards building formidable 
and enduring livelihood 
legacy have remained her 
biggest selling point, with an 
unwavering resolve to honour 
the trust that humanity 
may be better served amidst 
revolving challenges of  under 
development especially in 
our African divide and in 
all these capacities, she has 
been a champion, breaking 
barriers and building bridges.

Undoubtedly, divinity, 
hard work and diligence may 
have played a dominant role 
in shaping the life of  this 
great woman with the heart 
of  gold, Chief  Mrs. Maureen 
Nneka Kingsley, ‘Odi-
ukonamba’.

The world, mostly Nigeria 
needs more of  good-hearted 
women like Odi-ukonamba as 
role model to our young girls 
and women in the society. To 
make them know that they 
can do it and achieve more, 
and being a woman is not a 
challenge but a blessing to all.

Thank you for striving in 
all aspect to BREAK THE 
BIAS chief  Maureen Nneka 
Kingsley.

By Glory Ugochukwu

Odi uko na-mba
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o s e s  S i m o n Mlooks set to wear 
t h e  N i ge r i a n 

captain's armband when 
the Super Eagles take on 
the Black Stars later this 
month in a Qatar 2022 
Wor ld  Cup  qua l i f i e r, 
barring any last-minute 
change, it was learnt. 

Leon Balogun and 
Wilfred Ndidi are also in 
contention for the role, it 
was also learnt. 

Simon is one of  the 32 
players called up by Austin 
Eguavoen for the tie billed 
for the Cape Coast stadium 
on March 25 with the 
reverse fixture poised for 
t h e  M o s h o o d  A b i o l a 
Stadium. 

Team captain Ahmed 
Musa is not a starter despite 
making the squad and his 
v ice,  Wil l iam Troost -
Ekong, remains a huge 
d o u b t  a f t e r  Wa t f o r d 
manager Roy Hodgson 
ruled him out of  action for 
an unforeseeable future due 

IFA is opening a Fspec ia l  t r ans f e r 
window for foreign 

players stranded in Russia 
because of  the invasion of  
Ukraine. But the players' 
union Fifpro said allowing 
p l a y e r s  t o  s u s p e n d 
contracts did not go far 
enough and that they 
should be able to terminate 
deals.

“In order to facilitate 
the departure of  foreign 
players and coaches from 
Russia, in the event that 
clubs affiliated to the 
Football Union of  Russia 
(FUR) do not reach a 
mutual agreement with 
their respective foreign 
players and coaches before 
or on 10 March 2022 … the 
f o r e i g n  p l a y e r s  a n d 
coaches will have the right 
to unilaterally suspend 
t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t 
contracts with the FUR-
affiliated clubs in question 
until the end of  the season 
in Russia (30 June 2022),” 
Fifa said.

C l u b s  i n  o t h e r 
countries will be allowed to 
sign up to two players who 
had been at clubs in Russia 
or Ukraine outside of  the 
normal transfer window 
periods.

Ukraine's league has 

been suspended since war 
engulfed the country, and 
its players are also allowed 
to temporarily leave until 
June 30.

F I F P RO  a n d  t h e 
organisation representing 
the world's soccer leagues – 
the World Leagues Forum 
– sought permission for 
Russia-based players to 
terminate their contracts.

But they were told by 
FIFA that players and 
coaches 'will have the right 
to unilaterally suspend 
t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t 
c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e 
( Fo o t b a l l  U n i o n  o f ) 
Russia-affiliated clubs in 
question until the end of  
the season in Russia, ' 
which is June 30.

Global players' union 
FIFPRO criticized the 
FIFA decision as ' too 
timid.'

'It will be hard for 
players to find employment 
for the remainder of  the 
season with uncertainty 
looming over them and, 
within a few weeks, they 
will be in a very difficult 
situation once again,' the 
Netherlands-based union 
said in a statement.

After Russia launched 
its invasion of  Ukraine, 
F I FA  s u s p e n d e d  t h e 
countr y ' s  teams f rom 
international games last 

to a muscle injury he 
sustained in training.

Though the defender, 
through his Instagram 
story page on Saturday, 
labeled the reports “fake 
news.” 

A team source, who 
spoke on condition of  
anonymity, said the Nantes 
winger, who captained the 
Eagles in their pre-AFCON 
friendly against Coton 
Sport Garoua, Cameroon 
in January, is one of  the top 
candidates to lead the team 
out if  Musa and Troost-
Ekong don' t  s tar t  the 
games. 

“ T h e  E a g l e s  h ave 
leaders in the team and he 
(Simon) is one of  them,” 
the source said. 

“In the absence of  
Musa and Troost-Ekong, 
Simon looks more to take 
the armband, except the 
coaches decide otherwise 
from the team's hierarchy.” 

Meanwhile, Simon is 
hoping Nantes will end 

their trophy drought when 
they face Nice in the final 
of  the Coupe de France. 

The Canaries last won 
a major title — the Trophée 
des Champions in 2001. 
T h e  T r o p h é e  d e s 
Champions in an annual 
m a t c h  b e t w e e n  t h e 
champions of  Ligue 1 and 
the winners of  the Coupe 
de France. 

“It is going to be a plus 

arcelona president, BJoan Laporta, has 
said that he is not 

sorry about his decision to 
allow Lionel Messi leave 
Camp Nou last summer 
because he wanted to put 
t h e  c l u b  a h e a d  o f  
everything.

Messi was forced to bid 
an emotional farewell to 
h i s  b o y h o o d  c l u b 
Barcelona after the Catalan 
giants were unable to 
renew his contract due to 
LaLiga regulations.

The seven-time Ballon 
d'Or winner joined Paris 
Saint-Germain on a free 
transfer from Barcelona.

week but has yet to suspend 
its federation or officials.

B u t  t h e  u m b r e l l a 
organization representing 
European leagues has 
already expelled Russia's 
top leagues as members.

There are hundreds of  
foreign players in Russia 
who would typically not be 
able to leave their clubs or 
sign for new ones outside 
the two transfer trading 
periods in the year.

F I F A  P r e s i d e n t 
Gianni Infantino has close 
ties with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin after Russia 
staged the 2018 World 
Cup.

S p e a k i n g  o n  h i s 
decision to allow Messi to 
leave Barcelona, Laporta 
told Barca TV: “It was 
painful.

“If  I take stock, it's the 
saddest decision of  all and 
I would never have wanted 
to make it, but I'm not sorry 
either because I wanted to 
put the institution ahead of  
everything, even ahead of  
coaches and the best player 
in history.

“And we had to do it. 
Because the situation we 
inherited is what it was. 
And due to a lot of  will and 
intentionality we had, we 
came across a reality.”

for my career, to win a 
trophy with FC Nantes. 

“I strongly believe this 
is our year, we hope to 
replicate that form in the 
finals of  the cup game. We 
remain humble in victory, 
we want to end the season-
high and perhaps pick 
Europa League ticket. 

“We are on course 
presently, we are in the 
seventh position on the log 
and we are in the finals of  
the cup game. It has been 
an amazing season so far, 
having scored three goals 
and seven assists.” 

oussoufa Moukoko Yis leaning towards 
leaving Borussia 

Dortmund this summer.
Superkid Moukoko is 

unhappy with the playing 
time he's had this season and 
so he is ready to leave, 
reports Sport.

It is still undecided inside 
the Moukoko camp whether 
it will be in a permanent 
agreement or a loan.

The 17 year-old has 
p l aye d  1 1  B u n d e s l i g a 
matches this season, scoring 
a goal and producing two 
assists.

H i s  a g e n t  P a t r i c k 
Williams said earlier this 
season: “It is not a matter of  
course that Youssoufa is 
extending BVB.

kraine's World Cup 

Up l ay - o f f  a g a i n s t 
Scotland later this 

month has been postponed 
following Russia's invasion of  
the country, reports said.

Ukraine were set to face 
Scotland at Hampden Park 
on March 24 in a play-off  
semi-final but the visitors had 
asked FIFA to delay the 
game, the BBC said.

The play-off  final — 

against  ei ther Wales or 
Austria for a ticket to Qatar 
— will now also reportedly be 
pushed back.

Discussions are under 
way for a new date, the BBC 
reported, with the Nations 
League window in June the 
most likely option.

The World Cup takes 
p l a c e  i n  Q a t a r  f r o m 
November 21 to December 
18.

“Of course, many clubs 
are interested in Youssoufa, 
that's no secret.

“The end of  his contract 
in the summer of  2023 is 
getting closer, the top clubs 
have that on the slip.”

“Yes, injuries have thrown 
him back a bit this season. 
Yes, the competition at BVB is 
of  course great.

“But he hardly gets the 
playing time that he needs in 
the current phase of  his career 
in Dortmund. So of  course 
we think about what is best for 
the future.”

Moukoko, 17, has been 
watched by Real Madrid, 
Barcelona, Manchester City 
and Manchester United, as 
confirmed by former BVB 
youth chief  Lars Ricken.
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a p o l i  b o s s , 

NLuciano Spalleti, 
is  st i l l  furious 

with referee Daniel le 
Orsato for denying Victor 

ayern Munich's BP o l i s h 
in ter nat ional 

s t r i k e r  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski has cut ties 
with sponsor Huawei amid 
claims the Chinese tech 
giant has been helping 
Russia secure their network 
aga ins t  cyber -a t tacks 
following the invasion of  
Ukraine.

“We have taken the 
decision today to end the 
marketing cooperation 
b e t w e e n  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski and the 
H u aw e i  b r a n d ,”  t h e 
footballer's agent Tomasz 
Z a w i s l a k  s a i d  i n  a 
statement to AFP, without 
specifying the reason for 
the break.

“ T h e r e f o r e  t h e 
implementation of  all 
promotional services has 
been suspended on our 
part,” Zawislak added.

According to Polish 
media, the decision is 
linked to an article in the 
British daily Daily Mail 
accusing Huawei of  having 
helped Russia secure its 
internet against attacks by 
pro-Ukrainian hackers. 

The Chinese group 
confirmed the end of  their 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
Lewandowski in a very 
brief  statement.

“Huawei CBG Poland 
regrets the end of  i ts 
partnership with Robert 
L e w a n d o w s k i .  W e 
appreciate our years of  

cooperation and wish him 
every success in the future,” 
Huawei said in an email to 
AFP. 

The Polish branch of  
t h e  C h i n e s e  g r o u p 
dismissed the newspaper 
reports as “fake news”.

L e w a n d o w s k i  h a s 
voiced his support for the 
people of  neighbouring 
Ukraine following the 
Russian invasion, wearing 
a n  a r m b a n d  i n  t h e 
Ukrainian colours during a 
match.

“The world cannot 
accept what is happening 
there. I hope the whole 
w o r l d  w i l l  s u p p o r t 
Ukraine,” said FIFA's Best 
Men's Player of  2020 and 
2021.

Osimhen a penalty against 
Milan on Sunday.

Osimhen appeared to 
have been fouled in the box 
by Fikayo Tomori in the 

f irst  half ,  but referee 
Orsato decided not to 
puni sh  the  de fender, 
despite being invited to 
wa t c h  t h e  p i t c h - s i d e 

monitor.
M i l a n  a l s o  h a d  a 

penalty appeal turned 
down, but The Tuscan 
t a c t i c i a n  w a s  n o t 
impressed by Daniele 
Orsato's decision not to 
award penalty for the foul 
on Osimhen.

“The Milan one wasn't 
a penalty, but the one for 

nterim coach of  the IS u p e r  E a g l e s , 
Augustine Eguavoen, 

has been warned about 
Emmanuel Dennis' selfish 
s t y l e  o f  p l ay  b y  e x -
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y 
midfielder, Yaya Toure.

D e n n i s  h a s  b e e n 
recalled to the Nigeria 
national team by Eguavoen 
for the 2022 World Cup 
playoffs against Ghana.

This invitation was 
extended to the Watford 
star despite his decision to 
shun the 2021 Africa Cup 
of  Nations.

In the past, ex-Eagles 
coach, Gernot Rohr froze 
him out, questioning his 
attitude and discipline.

T o u r e ,  w h o  w a s 
analysing Watford's 3-2 

orussia Dortmund Bs t r i k e r,  E r l i n g 
H a a l a n d  h a s 

bought a house in Spain.
Haaland is a summer 

target for Real Madrid and 
Barcelona.

And AS says it's no 
secret that Haaland and his 
family adore Spain. And 
especially Marbella, where 
just over a year ago, the 
family bought a house 
where they could spend 
the Christmas holidays 
together. Erling's father 
Alf-Inge is a huge golf  fan 
and in Marbella he has 
found the ideal place to 
enjoy his hobby.

But Haaland is so 
convinced that  Spain 
could be his second home 
that he has decided to take 
the plunge and buy a place 
of  his own. He has signed a 

purchase deposit contract 
to acquire a house in the 
Nagüeles residential area, 
valued at  6.5 mil l ion 
Euros.

The neighbourhood, 
one of  the region's greenest 
zones,  forms par t  o f  

Marbella's 'Golden Mile' – 
an up market coastal strip 
situated just a few minutes' 
drive from the popular 
tourist destination, Puerto 
Banus and boasts one of  
the  best  beaches  and 
beachside bars of  the city.

defeat to Arsenal last 
weekend, has now sent a 
t i m e l y  r e m i n d e r  t o 
Eguavoen.

“Dennis is the top 
scorer and he looks very 
much the player who can 
hurt Arsenal but he appears 
to be playing for himself.

“He doesn't put in 
enough work without the 
ba l l  and  even  dur ing 
kickoff, he didn't take the 
knee with the rest of  the 
team. He can do more for 
the team,” Toure told 
English Premier League 
Productions.

Napoli was clear,” said 
Spalletti.

“The thing is, we don't 
make noise, while Milan 
do,” he added, probably 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  M i l a n ' s 
protests during the match.

Meanwhile, the man at 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e 
controversy, AC Milan 
defender, Fikayo Tomori 

has a different thought on 
the issue.

Speaking to Milan 
press, Tomori said, the 
referee made the decision 
and inisted, he did nothing 
wrong.

“We can see from the 
pictures that I touched it 
lightly, but in my opinion 
there was no foul. It was 
not a foul contact”. He 
said.

The game ended 1-0 in 
the favor of  Milan and 
Olivier Giroud was the 
match winner.
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The fresh news people

ould it not have been 

Cpossible that Imo state 
would have developed at 

the speed of  light if  the entire 
infrastructure put in place since 
1976 have been sustained by 
successive governments?

Imo State came into existence 
on the 3rd of  February 1976 along 
with other new states created 
under the leadership of  the late 
military ruler of  Nigeria, Murtala 
M u h a m m e d ,  h av i n g  b e e n 
previously part of  East-Central 
State, it has Area: 5,530 km² 
(2,140 sq mi) with over 3 million 
with the last census.

Since its creation, 15 leaders 
have presided over the affairs of  
the state either as military 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o r  c iv i l i a n 
governors. Of  the fifteen only six 
were civilian governors while nine 
were military.

If  Imo is a country would it 
not have its own national grip, gas 
center that provides electricity for 
her citizens. It ought to have good 
r o a d s,  wo r k i n g  h o s p i t a l s , 
standard schools, investment that 
could attract investors, have 
functional industries that will 
provide employment to her 
t e e m i n g  y o u t h s ,  h a v e 
international airports where 
expatriates will land and do 
business under the ease of  doing 
business and have increased Gross 
Domestic Product among others.

 Why is it not possible that 
Imo cannot develop like Abuja, 
Lagos, Kaduna where the issue of  
building roads, hospitals, schools 
and making payment of  salary is 
not an issue. It is to be said that 46 
years after, Imo state cannot have 
industries that will ensure massive 
production of  goods and services, 
especially solving the issue of  
unemployment. At 46 years old, 
Imo state cannot be said to be 
developing her industrial layouts 
to optimal functionality so that 
the state that is centrally located 
can begin to become the center of  
production.  

Have you imagined that if  the 
development brought in by 
successive leadership of  Imo state 
have been maintained, where the 
state would have been. Does she 
need to go cap in hand begging the 
federal government to give her 
monthly allocation before she can 
develop herself.  

Have a look at the past leaders 
of  Imo state and what they have 

done. Rear Admiral (Retired) 
Ndubuisi Godwin Kanu was the 
first Governor after the decree that 
established the state from part of  
old East Central State. His 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  d u r i n g  h i s 
administration included, bringing 
in town planners to prepare a plan 
of  Owerri, built roads in Owerri 
metropolis, expanded the number 
of  local government areas to 21 
a n d  f o u n d e d  t h e  I m o 
Broadcasting Service which went 
o n  a i r  i n  D e c .  1 9 7 6  a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e ve l o p m e n t 
corporation (ADC), building of  
s e v e r a l  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  i n 
A l a d i m m a ,  l a u n c h i n g  o f  
Universal Primary schools and 
construction of  rural and urban 
water scheme, General hospitals 
and rural electrification.

D m i r a l  A d e k u n l e 
Shamusideen Lawal became the 
Governor of  Imo State in 1977 -
1978 under the General Murtala 
Muhammed. His achievements 
d u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
included,  establ ishment  of  
standard shoe factory, Owerri and 
Oguta Motel. Every project 
i n i t i a t e d  d u r i n g  h i s 
administration were completed 
and commissioned.

After him came Colonel 
Sunday Ajibade Adenihu. He was 
appointed the Military Governor 
of  Imo State in Nigeria from July 
1978 to October 1979 during the 
military regime of  Olusegun 
Obasanjo. In his administration 
he was able to achieve the 
following, ensuring the successful 
completion of  the then Federal 

Government transition to civil 
rule programme in Imo and 
handed over to Sam Mbakwe. He 
established the Imo Newspaper's 
Limited which published Sunday 
Statesman and Nigeria Statesman 
and College of  Technology (now 
Federal Polytechnic, Nekede).

Shortly after Adenihu, we 
had Sam Mbakwe who became 
the Governor of  Imo State from 
October 1979 to 31st Dec.1983. 
His achievements during his 
administration was numerous and 
tangible ranging from, aggressive 
road infrastructure in Aba, 
Owerri, Umuahai, Okigwe and 
A f i k p o ,  c r e a t e d  L o c a l 
Governments, established two 
gigantic farms in Imo. Imo 
Modern Poultry Farm, Avutu in 
Obowo and  Ogwe  Golden 
Chicken in Asa, he built and 
commissioned a Five Star Hotel, 
Concord Hotel in Owerri, built 
airport at Owerri now known as 
S a m  M b a k w e  A i r p o r t , 
established Aluminum Smelter 
Plant in Inyishi, built a paint 
factory at Amaraku though sold 
by  the  succed ing  mi l i t a r y 
Governor, rural electrification of  
water projects state wide, giving a 
facelift to Owerri Capital City, 
establishment of  Imo State 
University (IMSU) at Uturu, 
Okigwe which was ceded to Abia, 
established Progress Bank (now 
distressed),  Imo Television 
Authority  (ITV), cardboard 
packaging industry at Orlu, Imo 
F l o u r  M i l l s  L i m i t e d  a n d 
Aluminium product at Naze.

Imagine that the incoming 

leaders kept the tempo of  the 
development, Imo state would 
have been more developed than 
Abuja, Lagos among others.

Shortly Mbakwe came Ike 
Omar Nwachukwu. He held the 
position of  Military Governor of  
Imo State from 1984-1985. His 
achievements during his regime 
were commissioning of  the 
Amaraku power station and 
launched the Imo State Sports 
Endowment Fund, he merged the 
Imo Broadcasting Service and 
Imo Television to become Imo 
Broadcast ing  Cor porat ion, 
relocation of  Imo State University 
at Uturu which has continued to 
be its permanent site now Abia 
State University. The government 
acquired 10,800 hectares of  land 
for the university's future needs as 
a mega University till the next 
millennium; he introduced the 
payment of  survival levy by 
indigene and non-indigenes of  
Imo as part of  efforts to boost the 
internal revenue generation of  the 

state. Rear Admiral Allison Madueke 
was born in 1944 in Agbariji-inyi, oji 
river in Enugu and became the 
military Governor of  Imo State from 
1985-1986. 

His achievements were, he 
launched the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
stadium appeal fund to finish up the 
building which was abandoned, 
started the Imo Airport Project 
through the money realized from 
Airport Appeal fund. Completion of  
projects embarked upon by their 
predecessors, commissioned the 
Grasshoppers international stadium 
and facilitated the hosting of  the 9th 
A f r i c a n  H a n d b a l l  C l u b s 
Championship in Owerri.

Imo state cannot continue to 
remain down by factors not caused by 
external issues but by our refusal to 
begin to work on our natural 
resources to develop the state.

We shall continue this discourse 
in our next edition. Watch out for 
part two.

If Imo State were a country (1)
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