
...Strong	voice	echoes	the	truth N200 

@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  MONDAY 7– TUESDAY 8  MARCH, 2022    VOL. 3  NO. 26

The fresh news people

Pg. 13

Pg. 13

Pg. 13

Pg. 6

Pg. 3

Pg. 3, 10,11, 12

Harvest of death
Gunmen murder woman, 2 daughters,
2 men in Abia

Crisis rocks Uborji-Okuku
Community youth election

Onitsha Road Industrial Layout
Imo can’t develop without
production – Industrialist
Lucius Ugorji is new Catholic Archbishop of Owerri

Sit-at-home:
Politicians recruiting
cultists to attack citizens
– IPOB

Woman kills sister in Anambra
Truck crushes tout in Aba

Oru West IMC chairman
lauds Uzodimma on
5km rural road project

OkolieogwoOkolieogwoOkolieogwo

UgorjiUgorjiUgorji

Pg. 12

Ohanaeze: OBJ seeks
honorary membership



News

News Echo   Monday 7 - Tuesday 8 March, 2022                                                                    Page 2

Villagers protest against land 
grabbing, police harassments

I
ndigenes of  Aguebi village in 
Umuagu Ohuhu, Umuahia 
North LGA of  Abia State have 

cried out to the President-general 
of  Ohuhu Development Union 
and other concerned authorities to 
save them from illegal arrests and 
intimidations.

The intimidations, they alleged, 
were being carried out on regular 
basis by men of  the Nigerian Police 
in Umuahia, against innocent 
indigenes of  Aguebi, arising from 
petitions written against them by 
an elder in the community, Elder 
Nlewedim Goodwill Emelandu.

The Aguebi protesters, who 
came with a written petition signed 
by Chief  Nkemakolam Chukwudi, 
John Ekwuruibe, Felix Osondu 
Gladys Ekwuribe among others 
lamented that there were alleged 
attempts by Chief  Emelandu to 
convert some parcels of  lands 
belonging to some indigenes of  
Aguebi Umuagu, to his personal 
property.

According to the protesters, any 

indigene who refused to allow his 
or her land collected is allegedly 
harassed with Police invitations or 
detention and only released after 
the payment of  huge sum of  money 
to the Police as bail-out.

Reading the protest letter 
further, Chief  Nkemakolam 
Chukwudi lamented that a native of  
Aguebi Umuagu, John Ekwuruibe 
was recently arrested by policemen 
from State CID Umuahia and was 
allegedly made to write a statement 
under duress while another 
indigene, Emeka Uguru was also 
detained together John Ekwuruibe 
until they were allegedly bailed 
with N50,000 each.

Apart from that, about 10 more 
indigenes of  Aguebi Umuagu have 
also been allegedly invited by the 
Police for questioning, based on a 
petition allegedly written by Elder 
Emelandu, which according to the 
protesters, was a further effort to 
silence the people and deprive them 
of  their lands, freedom and rights.

They listed some of  the names 
of  those summoned by the Police 
to include Uwadi Eboniro, Francis 
Ekwuribe, Obinna Ekwuribe, Elder 
Paul Ekwuribe, a widow, Osondu 

Nwachi Mrs Nkechinyere Opoko 
among others and lamented that 
the traditional ruler of  Aguebi 
Umuagu, HRH, Eze John Ezeoma 
“has abandoned us to our fate, in 
the face of  all these problems.”

Holding fresh leaves, beating 
their gongs and singing songs of  
lamentations during the protest 
match, the Aguebi concerned 
people appealed to the President-
general of  Ohuhu Welfare Union 
worldwide, Chief  Obi Aguocha, 
the Abia State Commissioner of  
Police and Journalists to intervene 
on their travails.

“We live in a rural place where 
our sources of  economic survival 
come from crops in our lands. But 
somebody who boasts connection 
to power is now unleashing 
persecution against his own people 
and writing frivolous petitions 
against our our youths, just because 
we refused to allow our lands taken 
away”, complained an elderly man.

The protesters made up of  
old women, old men, nursing 
mothers, youths and even children 
said the peaceful disposition of  
Aguebi people should not be 
misunderstood as foolishness.

Responding to the their 
complaints, President-general 
of  Ohuhu Welfare Association 
worldwide, Chief  Obi Aguocha 
commended the Aguebi Umuagu 
indigenes for not resorting to violence 
in the matter and promised to bring 
amicable solution to the issue.

Aguocha promised to invite 
the accused, Elder Nlewedim 
Goodwill Emelandu to hear his 
side of  the story before taking 
a decision, urged the aggrieved 
people of  Aguebi Umuagu to 
always maintain peace, even as 
he promised to end any Police 
harassment of  innocent natives in 
any part of  Ohuhu land.

“Go back in peace. Maintain 
peace. I will look into your 
complaints. I will also invite the 
man you are complaining about to 
hear from him before we can now 
take a stand. There is the need to 
give every side a fair hearing before 
we conclude. But the issues of  
any Police harassment would be 
checkmated.”

Aguocha noted that the Ohuhu 
Welfares Association he leads, 
would always ensure equity, love 
and peace among others indigenes.

Arthur Eze 
inaugurates 
scholarship 
foundation for 
Ukpo indigenes

I
n line with his humane and benevolent 
nature, and in furtherance of  his 
globally-acclaimed philanthropic 

activities, Prince Engr. Dr. Arthur Eze, 
OFR has established a scholarship 
scheme for the tertiary education of  
indigent Ukpo indigenes.

To be known as the “Prince Arthur 
Eze Scholarship Foundation”, the 
Foundation will be administered 
by a 5-member board comprising 
a chairperson and four members 
representing the four villages of  Ukpo 
Community respectively.

The board was inaugurated by Prince 
Arthur Eze at his Enugu residence, and 
comprised the following members:

Hon. Chief  Prof  Chinyere Stella 
Okunna (Chairman). Ichie Sir 
Izuchukwu Nwabueze (Secretary and 
Representative of  Oranto Village). Ichie 
Sir Emma Ogbogu (Representative of  
Akpu Village)

Ichie Pharm Dr. Obinna Okeke 
(Representative of  Isiekwulu Village). 
Ichie Barr Sir. Chukwudi Chikelue 
(Representative of  Akaezi Village).

Ogba Cave, waterfalls haven of tourism - Obiano

A
nambra State Government 
under the aegis of  the 
Ministry of  Diaspora Affairs, 

Indigenous Artworks, Culture, 
and Tourism has embarked on the 
inspection of  the structures installed 
by the State government at the Ogba 
Cave/Waterfalls in Owerre Ezukala.

The inspection was to ascertain 
the condition of  the building and as 
well to note the necessary facilities 
needed to get the area bubbling with 
foreign tourists.

Afterwards, the team proceeded 

to the palace of  the Monarch of  
Owerre Ezukala, Igwe Thomas 
Ogbonnaya.

In an address the Commissioner, 
Dr Kenneth Anierobi noted that the 
state government was making plans 
to provide the necessary facilities 
needed to make the cave/waterfall 
attract foreign tourists and investors.

“The Ministry will continue to 
pursue all the plans mapped out for 
the Ogba Cave/waterfalls.’’

He, then, thanked the monarch 
for the warm reception accorded 
the team. The commissioner was 
represented by the Director of  
Tourism, Mr Emma Umeokana.

Welcoming the team to his 

palace, Igwe Ogbonnaya thanked the 
state government for the structures 
erected at the Ogba Cave site and 
appealed that the road leading to the 
cave should be repaired.

“This Cave is of  great importance 
to the community and it will be of  
great economic value to the state 
when upgraded to International 
standards.’’

The President-General of  the 
Community, Mr Anayo Emejue 
commended the commissioner and 
director over the role they played in 
repositioning the outlook of  the cave.

He called on the government to 
upgrade the Ogba Cave/Waterfalls to 
International standards.

Why I render quality 
representation to my 
constituency - Imo 
lawmaker

M
ember representing Ohaji/
Egbema State Constituency 
in Imo Assembly, Hon. Okoro 

Cyriacus Heclus, said he renders 
quality and effective representation 
to his constituency with a view to 
strengthening peace, security, social 
economic development.

Okoro stated this when he received 
in audience members of  Niger Delta 
Media Forum (NDMF) who paid him 
a courtesy visit at his office in Owerri 
last week.

The lawmaker said some of  the 
projects at some communities of  
Ohaji/ Egbema are development 
driving. Such projects, according to 
him, are the restoration of  electricity at 
Opuoma, Abacheke, Abezi, Ekugba, 
ongoing construction of  ultra modern 
markets at Awarra, Umuokanne, 
Umuagwo including a house built for 
indigent person at Mmahu, among 
others.

Okoro, who is the House 
Committee Chairman on Oil and Gas 
and ISOPADEC, noted that he has 
moved a motion compelling oil drilling 
companies operating in Imo State 
to reach a solid and implementable 
Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MOU) with host communities which 
was passed by the assembly,  initiated 
and sponsored a new bill that brought 
university status to former Imo State 
Polytechnic Umuagwo.

Maintaining that he had intervened 
to make peace at some warring 
communities of  Ohaji/Egbema who 
are today living peacefully, Okoro said 
that he had no hands in the leadership 
tussle that led to the gruesome 
massacre of  seven indigenes of  
Mmahu community, his home town, 
assuring his constituents that he will 
complete all ongoing projects initiated 
and started by him.

PDP to appeal Court Judgement on Umahi’s 
defection, alleges presiding judge erred 

T
he Ebonyi State Chapter of  
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, has vowed that it would 

appeal what it described as a shammed  
judgement by Hon Justice H. A Njoku, 
on the defection of  Governor David 
Umahi at the Court of  Appeal.

The Party also insisted that Justice  
Njoku  erred in delivery the judgement 
said it will petition him to the National 
Judicial Council, stressing that his 
disgraceful conduct made a caricature 
of  the judiciary, when he allegedly 
used his official position to commit 
abuse of  the court process. 

Chairman of  the PDP, in the state, 
Tochukwu Okorie, disclosed this in 
a statement issued, in  Abakaliki, on 
Friday,  saying

that the party had made 
arrangement to petition the 
Disciplinary Commitee of  the 
Nigerian Bar Association,  over the 
conducts of  the APC Lead Counsel 
and other lawyers involved in the 
matter for infamously and ridiculously 
working against the legal profession, in 
the country.

He said, “Our attention has 
been drawn to a judgment delivered 
by Justice H.A. Njoku, of  the High 
Court of  Ebonyi State, on the 28th 
day of  February 2022, in Suit NO 
HAB/13/2022, dated and filed on 
the 4th of  February 2022, between 
Sen Sunny Ogbuoji, Justin Mbam 
Ogodo & All Progressive Congress V 
Engr David Nwaeze Umahi & Dr Eric 
Kelechi Igwe. Our attention has also 
been drawn to the various press releases 
by the government of  the Ebonyi State, 
in respect of  this sham judgment, 
hence, we deemed it necessary to bring 
the entire facts, of  the said arranged 
judgment, to the public view.

“We wish to recall, that the Peoples 
Democratic Party, had on the 17th 
of  August 2021, filed an action in 
Suit No FHC/ABJ/CS/920/2021, 
between Peoples Democratic Party 
V Independent National Electoral 
Commission, Engr David Nwaeze 
Umahi and Dr Eric Kelechi Igwe, at the 
Federal High Court, Abuja. This matter 
has as its subject matter, the defection 
of  David Nweze Umahi, and Dr Eric 
Kelchi Igwe, from Peoples Democratic 
Party to the All Progressives Congress, 
and part of  the reliefs sought, was for 
the duo to vacate their offices.

“That the parties in this matter, in 
Suit No FHC/ABJ/CS/920/2021, 
pending at the Federal High Court, 
Abuja, filed and exchanged pleadings, 
which were all adopted on the 19th 
day of  January 2022, and the matter 
reserved for judgment, which will be 
delivered on the 8th day of  March 
2022.

“To our greatest shock, a process, 
seeking the same reliefs as in the suit 
filed at the Federal High Court Abuja, 
in suit No FHC/ABJ/CS/920/2021, 
which was already adjourned for 
judgment, and also have the same 
subject matter, and also having All 
Progressives Congress, as 3rd Plaintiff, 
Engr David Nwaeze Umahi and Dr 
Eric Kelechi Igwe, as defendants, who 
were 2nd, 3rd and 4th Defendants, in 
the matter pending at the Federal High 
Court Abuja for judgment, was filed on 
the 4th of  February 2022, at the High 
Court of  Ebonyi State Abakaliki.

“The entire case of  the Plaintiffs, 
therein, which included All 
Progressives Congress, who is the 
2nd Defendant in the suit pending for 
judgment in the Federal High Court 
Abuja, revolved around the same 
defection of  David Umahi and His 
Deputy, from Peoples Democratic 

Party to APC, and part of  the reliefs 
sought, was also for the duo to vacate 
their offices.

“Again, it was also surprising that 
the Peoples Democratic Party, whose 
mandate, an All Progressives Congress  
(APC), gubernatorial candidate in the 
2019 governorship election in Ebonyi 
State, is now suddenly seeking to 
protect, was not joined as a party in 
the matter by the said Plaintiffs, who 
by their action, in the High Court 
of  Ebonyi State, were seeking the 
protection of  the interest of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, knowing that 
similar action was already subsisting, 
in the Federal High Court Abuja, and 
had since the 19th day of  January, 
before they even filed their action, been 
adjourned for judgment.

“It was also very surprising 
that the Judge of  the High Court of  
Ebonyi State, who has the inherent 
jurisdiction, to suo motuo join the 
Peoples Democratic Party, knowing 
that the entire action, revolved 
around the Peoples Democratic Party 
and its mandate in the gubernatorial 
election in Ebonyi State, in the 2019 
general election, failed to question 
the non joinder of  PDP, or order the 
joinder of  the PDP, as a party in the 
said matter. 

“The trial judge failed, neglected 
and disregarded the hallowed 
principle of  the twin pillars of  justice, 
and also the rule of  fair hearing as 
provided for in section 36(1) of  the 
1999 Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria. The fact, of  
delivering judgment on the 28th 
of  February 2022 in a matter filed 
on the 4th of  February 2022, in 
the said Court, is by itself, a prima 
facie evidence of  compromise by 
the said, Hon Justice H. A Njoku, 
who incidentally, is from the same 
local government as the governor of  
Ebonyi State, Engr David Nwaeze 
Umahi, and his brother who acted as 
the Defendants’ Counsel, Roy Nweze 
Esq, in the sham proceedings giving 
rise to the judgment.”

By Ikenna Orioha

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

From Karen James, 
Nnewi
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Umahi constitutes 11 member 
committee over EBSCOE crises

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has inaugurated 

11 - member committee to 
tackle management crisis 
bedeviling the state-owned 
Ebonyi State College of  
Education, Ikwo.

The committee has 
two former provosts of  the 
College, Prof  Dan Enyi 
and Prof  Silas Omebe 
as Chairman and Co- 
Chairman respectively, 
other members  were Dr 
Emmanuel Etu Odo, Dr 
Livunius Ezeuwa, Dr 
Emeka Nwachukwu,  
Bishop Lawson Elo m, 
Dr Louisa Unugo, Grace 
Nwani- Ugwu, Barr Albert 
Alo and Godwin Egba.

Ebonyi State Governor, 
Chief  David Umahi, had 
sacked the Provost of  
Ebonyi State College of  
Education Ikwo, Professor 
Benedict Mbam, and all the 
management team of  the 
school.

The management of  the 
institution headed by Prof. 
Benedict Mbam was earlier 
suspended by the Governor 
for allegedly embarking on 
illegal employment without 
the knowledge and approval 
of  the state government.

Inaugurating the 
committee at the Old 

Government House, 
Abakaliki, Governor 
Umahi charged the 
committee to look inwards 
on how to expand the 
programmes of  the College 
in other to achieve academic 
excellence.

“As former 
aAdministrators of  the 
College who did well during 
your tenure we have implicit 
confidence that you have 

deep knowledge of  the 
College and how to make it 
work again”. 

The Governor who 
was represented by the 
State Deputy Governor 
Dr Kelechi Igwe further 
charged them to work 
out modalities for the 
conversion of  the College to 
a full-fledged University of  
Education.

He mandated the 

committee to revisit the issue 
of  affiliations of  the College 
to Ebonyi State University 
or any Federal University 
especially the University 
of  Nigeria, Nsukka which 
he said will also increase 
student’s enrolment.

Earlier, the Senior Special 
Assistant to Governor on 
Higher Education, Dr. 
Obianuju Alo pointed 
out that the Governor 

recently sacked the former 
management for lack of  
commitment which affected 
the progress of  the College.

Dr. Alo who is currently 
overseeing the affairs 
of  the college on acting 
capacity charged the 
committee to come up with 
recommendations that will 
turn around the College.

The Committee has two 
weeks to submit their report.

Tout aiding soldiers to extort residents crushed by truck in Aba

O
ne of  the numerous 
touts that collect 
money for some 

soldiers of  the Nigerian army 
in Aba, Abia State was on 
Friday evening gruesomely 
crushed by a moving truck 
he deliberately ran into.

News Echo  learnt that 
the tragedy struck at the 
popular Bata Junction 
around  in Aba, around past 
5 pm when the touts and his 

masters from the Nigerian 
army stationed at Bata 
Junction began their usual 
extortionist activities. 

News Echo also learnt 
that the deceased was 
chasing after a moving lorry 
to collect the usual bribe that 
ranges between M300 to 
N500 and sometimes N1000 
when he met his untimely 
end.

To the shock of  
commuters and passersby, 
the deceased tout knowing 
how busy the Bata Junction 

is, decided to run under a 
moving truck to enable him 
catch up with the lorry he 
was chasing.

The truck as gathered , 
belonging to the Abia State 
Environmental Sanitation 
Agency  (ASEPA) and was 
going for the usual evening 
refuse disposal duty. 

People crowded the 
scene when blood starting 
gushing out from under the 
ASEPA truck where the 
tout ran into, with his head 
crushed beyond recognition. 

Okechukwu Osondu 
who witnessed the incident 
told News Echo  that he 
was shocked to see that 
the soldiers did nothing as 
though they never knew the 
deceased.

He said, “These boys 
don’t hear anything. This 
is usually what they do at 
Bata, Obikabia and other 
notable Junctions in Aba. 
Boys who should find jobs to 
do are busy running around 
encouraged by soldiers to 
intimidate their own people 
and extort them. 

“Today, this one is dead 
and the soldiers are still 
there as though nothing 
happened. Imagine how 
a sane person decided to 
cross under a moving truck 
just to go and collect bribes 
meant for his masters in the 
Nigerian army. Tomorrow 
others will still come out.”

Another eyewitness who 
gave him name as Pascal 
said he was shocked at the 
incident because he just 

Child trafficking: Imo 
First Lady recovers, 
reunites 13 children 
with families

T
he Ministry of  women affairs and 
vulnerable groups has returned children 
with their families.

According to a press released by the 
Ministry, it disclosed that “Delta State 
Government returned 13 Imo children who 
were being used as beggars in their state. 
These children were taken from their families 
under false pretence and were used for begging 
by women who were feigning blindness in 
Effurun, Delta State”.

 The Ministry received the children on 
Thursday February 24, 2022 and through the 
support of  Imo First lady, Barrister Chioma 
Uzodimma, all the Children has been safely 
reunited to their families. 

The names of  the children are, Odinaka 
Chigozie (M) 13yrs, Febechi Chigozie 
(M)7yrs, Solomon Okoro (M) 5yrs, Emeka 
Okoro (M) 10yrs, Goodluck Emmanuel 
(M) 10yrs, Miracle Emmanuel (F) 10yrs, 
Onyinyechi Obi (F) 10yrs, Oluchi Emmanuel 
(F) 10yrs, Chigenti Ezewike (M) 13yrs, 
Goodnews Okeka (M) 13yrs, Goodness 
Okeka (M) 13yrs, Chibuike Itila (M) 13yrs, 
Chilmark Obi (M) 4yrs 

The Honorable commissioner for 
Women Affairs and Vulnerable Groups Lady 
Nkechinyere Ugwu speaking on behalf  of  
Imo First Lady appreciated the Delta State 
Ministry of  Women Affairs for returning the 
children to the state. She also appreciated Imo 
First Lady, Barr Mrs. Chioma Uzodimma for 
her prompt response and action in reuniting 
the children within a short notice.

“I must thank my Permanent Secretary Mr. 
Godson Ekeoma and the Head of  Department 
for Child, Mr. Benjamin Amaefule, and staff  
of  the ministry who worked till late hours 
to identify and reunite the children to their 
families. Parents should be mindful of  who 
they release their children to as house helps, 
who are in turn abused and used as money 
making project” Ugwu advised. 

The ministry also seized the opportunity 
to  warn parents and guardians against child  
hawking when  they ought to be in school.

T
he National Directorate of  
Employment’s Enterprises and 
Finance Counselling Clinic have 

flagged off  a 5-days  training programme 
designed to equip young entrepreneurs in 
Abia State with business strategies and job 
creations.

Flagging off  the training at the Isi 
Court, Umuahia South L.G.A of  the state, 
the Director General of  NDE, Mallam 
Abubakar Nuhu Fikpo represented by the 
Abia State Coordinator of  NDE, Mr. Chima 
Uzoma Ibeh said that the beneficiaries of  
the 5 days training programme would be 
issued with certificates of  attendance that 
would qualify them for soft loans from the 
NDE and other financial institutions.

Friday Ukaegbu, who represented the 
Head, Small Scale Enterprises department 
of  NDE Abia State, Pastor Boyle Okwandu 
said that specialists in the area of  enterprises 
and finance management  were assembled 
to deliver lectures on some critical areas.

The NDE top shot identified 
unemployment as the biggest threat to 
the progress of  any nation and charged 
the participants to utilise the training in 
becoming job creators.

He equally admonished  the beneficiaries 
on the need to appropriate the soft loans 
they may obtain after the training, as such 
loans  are not designed for jamboree.

Some of  the young entrepreneurs who 
spoke to Journalists thanked the organisers 
of  the training for the opportunities 
extended to them, and promised to make the 
NDE and the nation proud.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

crossed to the left side of  
the busy Factory Road only 
to see a young man he saw 
before crossing lying dead 
under a truck.  

“May his soul rest in 
peace, but it’s a lesson 
to those who’ll be here 
tomorrow. You can see the 
money he collected in his 
hands there and the soldiers 
are now ashamed to identify 
with him. 

“It’s the tragedy of  life. 
They’re now ashamed to say 
we sent him, he’s our boy. I 
pray Aba youths will learn 
and Government act against 
the illegal activities of  these 
soldiers, especially at Bata 
and Obikabia Junctions.”

News Echo gathered that 
the situation attracted the 
presence of  different security 
operatives who came to the 
scene, but it took up to 30 
minutes after the incident for 
the Eziama Police Division 
in whose jurisdiction the 
incident took place to come 
and carry the corpse.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Anambra women protest high 
cost of marriage rites

P
resident of  Anambra 
State Association of  
Town Union (ASATU) 

women wing, Franca Nwig-
bo, has canvassed for legisla-
tion to make the process of  
getting married affordable.

Nwigbo gave the advise, fol-
lowing outcry by the youths 
in the state about high cost of  
marriage rites in the state.

The Coordinator, National 
Youth Council (NYC), Awka 
South, Mr. Stanley Nkala had 
during a forum organised by 
the Justice Development and 
Peace Caritas (JDPC) and the 
Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) 
blamed growing number of  
single mothers in the state to 
outrageous cost of  marriage 

rites.
He said, “such outrageous 

cost of  marriage rites dis -
courage many eligible bach-
elors from attempting to get 
married; resulting to many 
young girls who cannot find 
husbands resort to becoming 
single mothers.

Speaking, Nwigbo said a 
legislation that would reduce 
cost of  marriage would go a 
long way in assisting youths 
to settle down as couples at 
reasonable age.

She said, “For me, the 
problem is not the bride price 
itself, but other traditional 
rites, including wine carrying 
which differs from one village 
to another.

“If  the government can 
come up with a guideline, it 
will go a long way in assist-
ing our youths. Most of  them 

who are of  age to marry are 
still single because of  the cost 
implications.

“The way they handle the 
burial processes, same should 
be applicable here. Though 
some are not following the 
guidelines, but some out of  
fear will abide by the law.”

Nwogbo advised spinsters 
to marry men they love not 
necessarily where he hailed 
from, just as she cautioned 
parents to give their daughters 
free hands to choose their life 
partners.

Earlier, Manager, JDPC 
Onitsha/FCDO project, Mr. 
Alphonsus Nwoye said, “We 
will make our recommenda-
tions and plan a visit to the 
state government, traditional 
rulers in the communities so 
that these issues will be thor-
oughly considered,” he noted.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

By Grace Ofurum 

Lucius Ugorji is new Catholic 
Archbishop of Owerri

A 
former Catholic Bish-
op of  Umuahia and 
Apostolic Admin -

istrator of  Ahiara Diocese, 
Most Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Lucius 
Ugorji, has been appointed 
the Catholic Archbishop of  
Owerri Diocese.

The announcement was 
made on Sunday by Arch-
bishop Antonio Filipazzi, 

Apostolic Nuncio (Represent-
ative of  the Pope in Nigeria) 
during the ongoing First Ple-
nary meeting of  the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of  Nige-
ria in Abuja.

With the appointment, 
Ugorji replaces Archbishop 
Anthony l Obinna who has 
been in that position since 
March 26 1994.

Centre: Governor Willie Obiano and Traditional Ruler of Awkuzu, Igwe Charles Anikweze during the 
commissioning of the ultra modern comprehensive medical centre at Awkuzu, Oyi L.G.A of the state.
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Editorial

Gender bill: Need to listen 
to the demands of women 

T
he Senate has stated that there is no going 
back on the gender bills which members 
voted on and rejected in the ongoing 

amendments to the 1999 Constitution.
The Senate spokesman, Senator Ajibola 

Basiru, said this while reacting to the protests 
embarked on by women groups, which affected 
activities in some parts of Abuja.

While noting that it was the right of women 
to protest, like they did at the main gate to the 
National Assembly on Wednesday, the federal 
parliament stated that it could not reverse 
itself on the decisions taken on the affected 
bills.

Basiru said, “They are free to protest; it is 
part of their democratic right to protest.”

When asked if a gender bill could be 
revisited, he said, “It cannot! There were 68 
bills, 21 of them could not pass, so why should 
we revisit three bills. They should continue 
with their lobbying and strategy ahead of 
another round of legislative amendments.

“To protest is a right of everybody. That 
it was rejected at this time does not mean it 
has been foreclosed. Then, they need to even 
come up with practical and implementable 
propositions.”

“It is part of the democratic process that you 
must respect the decision of the government 
and it is also part of their democratic right 
to protest. We identify with their protests 
but there is nothing that we can do for now. 
The National Assembly has taken a position 
and we cannot reverse ourselves,” the senator 
added.

About four-gender related bills failed 
to pass at the Senate and the House of 
Representatives on Tuesday, which has 
generated condemnations both within and 
outside the National Assembly.

The Deputy Minority Whip of the House, 
Nkeiruka Onyejeocha, particularly expressed 
her disappointment over the non-passage of 
the bills.

The rejected proposals included Bill 35 to 
“provide for special seat for women in the 
National and state Houses of Assembly;” 
Bill 36 to “expand the scope of citizenship 
by registration;” Bill 37 to “provide for 
affirmative action for women in political party 
administration;” Bill 38 to “provide criteria 
for qualification to become an indigene of 
a state in Nigeria;” and Bill 68 which is 
to give women a quota in the federal and 
state executive councils or ministerial and 
commissionership seats.

While addressing journalists on Wednesday, 
Onyejeocha, who sponsored the bill seeking to 
create special seats of women in the National 
Assembly and the state Houses of Assembly, 
expressed her grievances.

The lawmaker, who is the only female 
member of the body of principal officers of the 
House, said, “Everybody saw what transpired 
on the floor of the House, even the Senate. 
To say the least, I am very disappointed; 

disappointed not because people shut down the 
bills but because the bills that were shut down 
have taken this country backwards.”

This bill failed with the sponsorship of one 
hundred-and-something male members. We 
are just 13. The first signatures we collected on 
the first day were eighty-something, and that 
just appeared in the first gazette. And after 
that, we had almost like 100 signatures again 
because we explained to them that your seats 
are secured; 360 and 60 seats,” she said.

The lawmaker said it was “more 
worrisome” that members who signed to the 
bill would “come on the day of voting to say 
no” 

Also, some protesting women claimed 
that by rejecting the bills, the lawmakers have 
denied citizenship to a foreign-born husband 
of a Nigerian woman,  the chance of being 
citizens through marriage and refused to 
create a special seat for women in the National 
Assembly among others.

The women under the Nigerian Women 
Groups, a Coalition of over 100 gender Civil 
Society Organisations, accused men of the 9th 
Assembly of reinforcing the discrimination 
and political bias against women as enshrined 
in the 1999 constitution.

Speaking with journalists during one of the 
protests organized by women on Wednesday, 
the President, Women in Politics Forum, Ebere 
Ifendu, vowed to petition the United Nations.

She said, “What happened is a show of 
shame, not just because we had the wife of the 
Vice-President seated with them. I saw clearly 
that some certain percentage of men at the 
legislative arm was against us.

“We want to assure them there will be 
payback time. What they do not know is 
that they voted against their wives, mothers, 
daughters and it showed they do not have their 
interests at heart. All those that voted against 
the bill should enjoy whatever is left before 
2023. We would ensure we get their names and 
make sure they don’t return in 2023.”

Also, the senator representing Ogun 
West Senatorial District, Tolu Odebiyi, in 
an interview with journalists, described as 
unfortunate the rejection of women-related 
bills by the National Assembly.

Also briefing State House Correspondents 
after the Federal Executive Council meeting, 
the Minister of Women Affairs, Pauline 
Tallen, condemned the National Assembly’s 
rejection of a constitutional amendment 
allocating special seats for women to increase 
their political representation.

We think that if the issue inequality, gender 
based violence must be addressed, the National 
Assembly must recuse itself and ensure that 
women are given some leverage in political 
participation especially that they have greater 
percentage of the voting strength. If the 
women feel emotional and psychologically 
short-changed, that’s gender based violence 
and it has to be addressed as soon as possible.
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Nigeria, a country with 
too many sovereigns

C
olonial rule in Nigeria 
was conducted 
through Indirect Rule. 

It was a system of  “native 
administration” patented 
in Northern Nigeria, which 
became the model exported 
by the British across their 
colonies. For all practical 
purposes, this system of 
government gave to most 
Emirs and other rulers in 
Chiefly communities, “more 
power than they had in pre-
colonial days.” The result was 
the establishment of  “native 
states” at the top of  which 
sat these local potentates, 
many of  whom enjoyed 
powers of  life and death over 
their kinsfolk. The end of 
colonial rule did not much 
change this as they reached 
a working accommodation 
with the post-colonial 
elite for self-preservation. 
Powered by twin failures of 
both leadership and nation 
building, the result in Nigeria, 
where it all began, is one 
country with a multiplicity 
of  sovereigns.

The ongoing dispute 
between the Emir of  Kano, 
Alhaji Aminu Ado Bayero, 
and Air Peace, a private 
airline in Nigeria, dramatises 
this. The claim on behalf 
of  the Emir is that he flew 
Air Peace from Banjul, 
The Gambia to Nigeria, 
on February 24, landing in 
Lagos about 05:45 hours. He 
was at the head of  a 10-person 
travelling party who had a 
connecting flight to catch 
to his home in Kano, north-
west Nigeria, scheduled 
for 06:15 hours the same 
morning, a mere 30 minutes 
after they landed. Five out of 
the 10 members of  the Emir’s 
travelling party were business 
class passengers.

Upon landing in Lagos, 
the Emir’s cousin, Isa 
Sanusi Bayero, reportedly 
“personally called the 
Chairman of  Air Peace, 
Allen Onyema, to inform him 
of  the precarious situation 
and requested him to assist 
by delaying their departing 
flight to Kano as a mark of 
respect to the revered Emir 
of  Kano.” He conveniently 
forgot to disclose how 

long it took them to clear 
Immigration. When Mallam 
Isa got no purchase, it is 
reported that he “personally 
took this as an insult and a 
flagrant show of  disrespect 
to his highness and the Kano 
people at large”, whereupon 
he petitioned the Director-
General of  Nigeria Civil 
Aviation Authority, Captain 
Isa Nuhu, ominously 
demanding his “kind 
intervention for restitution 
and for appropriate measures 
to be taken to stop this 
unwholesome development 
from happening in the 
future.”

It is relevant that the flight 
to Kano had closed checking 
in by the time the Emir’s 
flight from Banjul landed. 
The passengers, each of 
whom had a contract with the 
airline, were already seated. 
The Emir’s travelling party 
had luggage which was going 
to take some time to retrieve 
from the cargo hold before 
they could proceed to the 
domestic terminal from the 
international airport. None 
of  this could be concluded 
in anything remotely 
approximating the time they 
had before the flight was 
scheduled to depart. The 
only way to comply with 
the request was to keep the 
passengers and aircraft on the 
tarmac for as long as it took 
the Emir and his travelling 
party to clear immigration, 
extract their luggage from 
the international airport and 
then transit to the domestic 
terminal.

Isa Bayero is better known 
as “Isa Pilot” because he is a 
trained pilot of  considerable 
experience who had himself 
commanded Nigeria’s 
Presidential Air Fleet and, by 
his own admission, flew five 
former Nigerian Presidents. 
Casting all that aside, Isa 
assessed that he had no need 
or heed for the rules of  the 
NCAA. A unique neural 
short-circuit found only 
in Nigeria enabled him to 
fathom that the chairman 
of  the airline could pull a 
rabbit out of  the bag in clear 
defiance of  both contract and 
civil aviation laws. Consider 
a passenger calling the 
Chairman of  British Airways 
or Delta Airlines to ask 

them to hold an aircraft with 
passengers fully boarded 
on the tarmac at London 
Heathrow or Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International 
for an indeterminate duration 
beyond departure while a 
royal party takes its time 
to saunter its merry way to 
the departure terminal. Isa 
Bayero, the faux-potentate 
who divined this request, is 
incapable of  shame. Rather, 
he feels affronted.

Three days after his initial 
complaint to the NCAA, Isa 
Bayero issued an ultimatum 
to Air Peace demanding that 
they “tender an unreserved 
apology to the Emir of 
Kano, Alhaji Aminu Ado 
Bayero, over alleged ‘flagrant 
disrespect’ to the revered 
institution’”, darkly warning 
the “airline to be ready to 
face multiple consequences, 
including loss of  market share 
in Kano, if  it fails to show 
regret for the inconveniences 
metted (sic) out to the Kano 
Emir.” Distracted by all this, 
the NCAA cannot find the 
bandwidth to address the 
real problem of  delays and 
dysfunctions in civil aviation 
in Nigeria.

This example of  a 
country whose rules are 
not good enough for its 
many sovereigns is not 
an exception. It is easily 
the norm. These Nigerian 
sovereigns, each and all of 
whom insist on being obeyed 
at the price of  consequences 
of  infinite elasticity, do not 
all come bedecked in turbans 
or royal capes. They are all 

to be allocated the best of 
the country as of  right but 
owe it no responsibility 
to respect its norms. As a 
result, everything in Nigeria, 
including rules, courts, and 
jobs can be bought and sold 
in the open market. Nothing 
is beyond transaction or a 
quid pro quo. In a joint report 
issued at the end of  2019, 
the United Nations Office 
of  Drugs and Crime and the 
National Bureau of  Statistics, 
concluded that “indeed, 
almost half  of  all public 
sector applicants in Nigeria 
are still hired as a result of 
nepotism, bribery or both.” 
Those hired in this way feel 
no calling or impulsion to 
police boundaries to whose 
wilful destruction their jobs 
bear witness.

Third, each of  these 
sovereigns feels entitled to 
impunity, ensuring that the 
country is one in which there 
are no rules, and surely not 
rules that apply uniformly 
to everyone. This guarantees 
toxic inequality. As a 2017 
OXFAM report on inequality 
in Nigeria points out, this 
is “a catalyst for social 
tensions within communities, 
with citizen frustrations 
manifesting in increased crime 
rates and violence in various 
forms, including communal, 
domestic, electoral, religious 
and inter-tribal violence.” 
These sovereigns decentralise 
despotism and underwrite 
violence in all its forms in 
Nigeria.

It is clear that Nigeria’s 
many sovereigns have no 
interest in the emergence 
of  a country because if  
that were to happen, they 
would lose their claims to 
impunity and to buy and sell 
the country and everything 
in it, becoming subject to 
ordinary rules administered 
by mere mortals. For their 
convenience and conceit, the 
country is condemned to be 
celebrated as a monument 
to unrealised potential. 
With this many sovereigns, 
folks may be forgiven for 
wondering whether Nigeria 
is capable of  forging a 
country. To preclude that 
question, the country’s rulers 
must confront a choice. The 
question is: do they even care 
what the options are?

Opinion 

By Chidi Odinkalu citizens for whom ordinary 
rules are insufferable 
sources of  inconvenience 
and, therefore, liable to be 
dispensed with at a whim. 
The response of  government 
and its institutions has 
been habitual abdication. 
The consequences are 
incalculable. Three of  them 
bear brief  attention.

First, these many 
sovereigns have succeeded in 
retrenching the institutions 
that should govern Nigeria’s 
public commons, with 
adverse results for living 
standards across the country. 
A study published 20 years 
ago led by Daron Acemoglu 
of  the Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology, 
concluded among other 
things that “improving 
Nigeria’s institutions to the 
level of  Chile could, in the 
long run, lead to as much 
as a seven-fold increase in 
Nigeria’s income (in practice 
Chile is over 11 times as 
rich as Nigeria).” In 2020, 
Chile’s score in the Human 
Development Index was 
0.851 out of  a maximum 
of  1.0, ranking it 43rd out 
of  189 countries globally. It 
was the highest performing 
country in South America. 
By contrast, Nigeria scored 
0.539, placing it 161 on the 
same ranking (a whopping 
114 places below Chile), a 
difference largely explained 
by institutional incapacities 
inflicted on the country by its 
many sovereigns.

Second, each and all of 
these sovereigns feel entitled 

It is clear that Nigeria’s many sovereigns have 
no interest in the emergence of a country 

because if that were to happen, they would lose 
their claims to impunity and to buy and sell the 
country and everything in it, becoming subject 
to ordinary rules administered by mere mortals. 

For their convenience and conceit, the country is 
condemned to be celebrated as a monument to 
unrealised potential. With this many sovereigns, 

folks may be forgiven for wondering whether 
Nigeria is capable of forging a country. To 

preclude that question, the country’s rulers must 
confront a choice. The question is: do they even 

care what the options are?

“

“
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Onitsha Road Industrial Layout

Imo can’t develop without 
production - Industrialist
I

f  Imo state will 
develop and be that 
dream State of  the 

South East, it has to move 
away from consumption to 
production of  goods and 
services.

Speaking exclusively to 
News Echo, an industrialist, 
Chief  Okey Ikoro noted 
that the location of  Owerri 
makes it so strategic that 
every serious industrialist 
will like to have an industry 
in Imo. “Imo is centrally 
located between Aba, 
Portharcourt, Umuahia, 
Onitsha, it is so central 
that anything you produce, 
the market is within you. 
He added that due to the 
infrastructural problem, 
where the layout is almost 
desolate, industries find 
it difficult to situate their 
companies in Imo.

News Echo reports 
that Initially, there was 
about 52 industries in the 
Onitsha Road industrial 
layout, but due to bad 
roads into the layout, 
the place doesn’t even 
have upto 12 functional 
industries today. There’s 
no road, no light, no single 
government presence. The 
industries have to provide 
their own security”. 
There’s so much disservice 
in the area, no incentive 
to attract investors in the 
layout, especially that 
about over 200 plots have 
not yet developed for 
investors to come in.

When News Echo 
Editors conducted a tour 
of  the area, it discovered 
that major industries 
have moved away to other 
states because of  dearth of 
infrastructure.

News Echo reports that 
any serious government 
that wants to provide jobs, 
market, reduce the youth 
restiveness must first of  all 
provide industries upon 
which income can come 
into the state, adding that 
one cannot talk about 

development of  a state 
when there are no serious 
industries operating in 
the State and taking the 
teeming youths out of  the 
streets of  crime.

News Echo discovered 
that if  the gas at Izombe 

is brought to the industrial 
layout that can provide 
power to the place, 
the layout will become 
beehive of  activities. 
Imo cannot be said to 
be developed until the 
state goes into industrial 

revolution.  “Building of 
roads is not enough to say 
a state is developing, it is 
only production driven by 
functionality of  working 
industries. 

News Echo gathered 
that some of  the buildings 
of  the Onitsha Road 
industrial layout are being 
sold to individuals for 
housing estate by some 
agents of  government in 
the Ministry of  Housing 
of  Imo State. It revealed 
that they are creating Irete 
pocket layout, where some 
persons are destroying 
fences of  the Onitsha Road 
industrial layout to build 
housing estate. There’s no 

way one can use a place 
designated as industrial 
layout for housing estate.

Speaking early, Chief 
Ikoro urged the state 
government to create 
wealth by reviving the 
Onitsha Road industrial 
layout for therein 
according to him, lies the 
all round development of 
the state.

News Echo  reports 
that successive State 
governments in Imo have 
failed in providing the 
necessary infrastructural 
development facilities 
that can encourage the 
existing industries and as 
well facilitate the smooth 
take off  of  the new multi-
national companies that 
are willing to establish in 
the State, probably because 
these administrations do not 
realise that industrialization 
is very necessary for the 
growth of  any state as it will 
bring about value addition 
to the state

This negligence that 
has gradually resulted to 
outright abandonment 
has caused a speedy 
fleeing and relocation 
of  industrialists to other 
states especially Anambra 
and Delta States where 
infrastructural facilities 
are duly provided by State 
Governments to attract 
large capacity investors 
with a view to boosting 
the state’s economy and as 
well create employments 
for the teaming youths.

It could be recalled that 
Onitsha Road Industrial 
Layout, was carved out 
by Ndubisi Kanu, the first 
military administrator of 
the old Imo State created 
in 1976, by Murtala 
Muhammed and Chief  Sam 
Mbakwe of  blessed memory 
laid the first infrastructural 
development structure 
that encouraged investors 
into the layout then. It is 
disheartening that since 
1983, no government 
presence has been felt in 
the layout.

It could be recalled that Onitsha Road Industrial 
Layout, was carved out by Ndubisi Kanu, the 

first military administrator of the old Imo State 
created in 1976, by Murtala Muhammed and 

Chief Sam Mbakwe of blessed memory laid the 
first infrastructural development structure that 
encouraged investors into the layout then. It is 
disheartening that since 1983, no government 

presence has been felt in the layout.

“

“

By Chigozie Uzosike

Uzodimma
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Verdict on Umahi's defection:
PDP will lose in appeal court
– Ebonyi govt boasts

Issues

b o n y i  S t a t e Eg o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
boasted that with its 

"legal giants" the People's 
Democratic Party in the state 
will be shocked should it 
decide to approach the court 
to challenge the ruling on 
Governor David Umahi's 
d e f e c t i o n  t o  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress.

The high court sitting in 
Abakaliki, Ebonyi State had 
on Monday dismissed a suit 
by the candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress Party, 
APC,  dur ing  the  2019 
governorship elect ions, 
Senator Sonni Ogbuoji, 
challenging the defection of  
Governor Umahi of  Ebonyi 
S t a t e  f r o m  P e o p l e ' s 
Democratic Party (PDP) to 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC). 

The court ruled that the 
governor did not flout any 
provision of  the Electoral 
Act or the constitution to 
warrant his removal from 
office.

But, the Ebonyi State 
Chapter of  the PDP, on 
Friday, vowed that it would 
a p p e a l  t h e  j u d g m e n t 
delivered by Justice H. A. 
Njoku at  the  Cour t  of  
Appeal, describing it as a 
sham.

The PDP said Justice 
Njoku erred in delivering the 
judgment and that it would 
petition the National Judicial 
Council, stressing that his 
disgraceful conduct made a 
caricature of  the judiciary, 
when he allegedly used his 
official position to commit 
abuse of  the court process. 

Reacting to the PDP's 
p lanned  appea l  o f  the 
judgment on Saturday, the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
In for mat ion  and  S ta te 
Orientation, Barr Uchenna 
Orji, said in a statement in 
Abakaliki that the opposition 
party lacked the legal footing 
and knowledge to challenge 
Just ice  Njoku 's  r ul ing, 
adding, “In all of  its (PDP) 
lengthy press release, the 
o n l y  g r o u s e  b y  M r . 
Tochukwu Okorie and his 
frustrated party is that the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
was not joined in a suit filed 
by a candidate that came 
second in an election that 
produced our dear governor 

in 2019.”
According to Orji, the 

mat ter  be ing  f r ivo lous ly 
queried by the PDP, had been 
robustly contested and decided 
by legally recognised entities, 
which were invested with 
unfettered right under the 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria.

He said, “We have noted 
the understandable expressions 
of  frustration and confusion 
that engulfed the spirit and 
letters of  the press release of  
the Chairman of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, Ebonyi 
State chapter, Mr. Tochukwu 
Okorie.

“We would not  have 
joined issues with a man, who 
is neither politically nor legally 
rooted and a man notorious for 
faking titles in order to deceive 
t h e  g u l l i b l e  a b o u t  h i s 
personality, but for the need to 
put the records straight for the 
public pleasure.

“We discountenance with 

utmost responsibility the press 
release of  Mr Tochukwu 
O k o r i e  a s  a b s o l u t e l y 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  w i t h o u t 
foundation and mischievously 
woven to attack the credibility 
of  a robustly contested and 
well decided matter instituted 
by legally recognised entities 
and personalities, who are 
invested with unfettered right 
under the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 (as amended) to sue and 
be sued; we view the press 
release as a substance-less piece 
calculated to sully the hard 
earned reputation of  the judge 
of  the State High Court, who 
heard and judicial ly and 
judiciously disposed of  a 
matter properly brought before 
him, and that of  the lawyers for 
both parties, who diligently 
discharged their constitutional 
duties of  legal representation.

“It will be noted that the 
judge never acted ultra vires 
and that his court never acted 

o u t s i d e  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n 
c o n f e r r e d  o n  i t  b y  t h e 
grundnorm itself. Incidentally, 
it has coordinate jurisdiction 
with the Federal High Court on 
this matter. So, Mr. Tochukwu 
Okorie must know that his 
disparaging press release is 
politics taken too far and it goes 
with legal consequences.

“The verbose and clumsy 
press release of  the Ebonyi 
State PDP Chairman gave 
indication that his party had 
filed a suit at the Federal High 
Court, Abuja, to challenge the 
defection of  our dear governor, 
David Nweze Umahi, and his 
deputy, Eric Kelechi Igwe, 
from the Peoples Democratic 
Party to the All Progressives 
Congress, Next Level. In other 
w o r d s ,  t h e y  s o u g h t  t o 
determine whether by their 
defection to the APC, the PDP 
ought not be sworn-in as the 
governor. 

"We therefore use this 
medium to prepare the mind of  

Mr. Tochukwu Okorie of  PDP 
on the legal consequences of  
attempting to damage the hard 
earned reputation of  an erudite 
Judge and that of  the legal 
practitioners who are ministers 
in the temple of  Justice. Our 
happiness is that the learned 
personalities whom the author 
o f  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  i s 
prosecuting on the pages of  
social media are legal giants 
that will shock him with the 
substance of  the law.

"PDP has finally sold Mr. 
Tochukwu Okorie cheap to 
legal embarrassment. The 
Ministry of  Information and 
State Orientation therefore 
views the publication of  Mr. 
Tochukwu Okorie as the last 
straw that breaks the camel's 
back. The outcome will send a 
red signal to the rest of  the 
political nonconformists in 
P D P  o n  t h e  g r av i t y  o f  
publication of  falsehood in the 
eyes of  the law", He stated.

By David Eze, Abakaliki



Gunmen storm Anambra communities, 
disarm vigilantes

H
oodlums, suspected 
to be gunmen, 
on Friday Night, 

invaded  Ebenator 
Community in Nnewi 
South Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State 
and moved from house to 
house to snatch guns from 
members of  the Anambra 
Vigilante Group (AVG) 
operating or residing in the 
community.

According to a source 

who spoke under the 
condition of  anonymity, 
the gunmen, numbering 
about thirty, stormed the 
community at about 11 
pm and started moving 
from house to house to 
dispossess the security 
men of  their guns.

It was reported that in 
each house they entered, 
they first tied up all the 
adult family members 
sighted in the house, 
dispossessed them of  
their phones and other 
belongings, and started 

beating them and flogging 
them with machetes, while 
coercing and awaiting the 
security officer to ‘hand-
over’ his gun to them.

It was also gathered that 
they beat up, macheted 
and injured some of  the 
security men, especially 
those who attempted to 
dare them, delay them or 
even deny having any gun 
in their possession.

Another source who 
simply identified himself  
as Sam alleged that the 
gunmen, who are now 

popularly known and 
addressed as ‘Umuoma’ 
in the entire area, had also 
recently carried out such 
invasion and operation 
in other neighbouring 
communities in the area, 
including Ezinifite, where 
they officially wrote to 
the Traditional Ruler of  
the community to gather 
and assemble all the 
security men’s guns in the 
community at a specific 
venue, where they went 
and carry them on a fixed 
date contained in the letter.

Ukpor, the capital 
of  Nnewi South Local 
Government Area, also 
had the similar experience, 
according to the source.

The ‘Umuoma’ 
operatives were also 
alleged to have recently 
snatched some motorcycles 
from some youths of  
Ebenator community, as 
they have always done to 
people, after which they 
would tell them to come 
to their camp one by one 
to bail their vehicles with 
some amounts of  money, 

ranging from N15,000 and 
above.

Our source further 
revealed that the 
Umuoma’s operation are 
seen mostly in Ezinifite, 
where they have now 
made it to be a policy that 
anyone who intends to 
organize a burial ceremony 
or any such crowd-pulling 
occasion must first come 
and ‘settle them’ before 
hosting the event, or else 
they would storm the venue 
and disrupt everything on 
the day of  the occasion.
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U
mugama Village 
Ukwulu in 
D u n u k o f i a 

Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State 
has called on the state 
government, the Police 
and other security 
agents to save them 
from the activities of  a 
notorious criminal gang 
and land grabbers.

Speaking to the 
press, on Saturday, Dr. 
Peter Okoye who is the 
Chairman of  Umugama 
Progressive Union, 
Ukwulu stated that 
for years now the gang 
has been terrorizing 
the community despite 
several reports and 
complaints to relevant 
security agencies 
including the Force 
Headquarters, Abuja.

Okoye who led 
the entire community 
to register their 
displeasure at Anambra 
State Headquarters, 
Awka alleged that apart 
from intimidation, 
harassment, extortion, 
threat to life, the gang 
has upped their activities 
into grabbing and selling 
of  the community land 
and challenged anybody 
who would dare them. 

He lamented that his 

life and that of  his people 
are being threatened on 
daily basis. Okoye cited 
an example of  the sad 
event of  25th February, 
2022 where the gunmen 
shot and wounded 
two persons from his 
community but for the 
swift intervention of  the 
Police from Dunukofia 
Division more harms 
would have been 

Anambra community calls for 
intervention as criminal gangs, 
land grabbers activities increase

inflicted on his people. 
In the process the 

Police recovered one 
pump action gun, 
one Tundra vehicle 
and some surveying 
equipments from the 
attacker.

While confirming the 
development to News 
Echo in a telephone 
interview, the State 
Police spokesman, 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

DSP Ikenga Tochukwu 
advised the both 
aggrieved parties to get 
an attorney to articulate 
their grievances in the 
form of  a petition, 
and that the State 
Commissioner of 
Police, Echeng Echeng, 
will work on it to ensure 
peace in the community.

Meanwhile, the 
traditional ruler of 

Ukwulu, Igwe Peter 
Uyanwa, on his part, 
denied having anything 
to do with land 
belonging to Umugama 
village.

He said: “That 
village is having their 
own crisis, and I’m not 
from that village, and I 
have nothing to do with 
their land, even though 
I’m their traditional 

ruler.
“They even told me 

they wanted to protest 
to my palace for me to 
settle the dispute they 
have, but I said no, I 
didn’t want to receive 
visitors. I called on 
the Police authority to 
urgently intervene on 
the matter for peace to 
return to the land, the 
Monarch, appealed.

By Karen James, 
Nnewi

Anambra Community protesting against criminal gangs, land grabbers
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Work begins in Umunwanwa erosion site, after News Echo’s reports

A
fter sustained 
reports by 
different media 

houses, the erosion 
menace threatening the 
people of  Umunwanwa 
community in Umuahia 
South LGA of  Abia 
State has attracted the 
attention of  the federal 
government.

To this end, the 
Anambra/ Imo River 
Basin Authority, 
a parastatal of  the 
federal government has 
commenced works on 
the deadly site, to reclaim 
valuable lands that had 
been destroyed deep 
gullies.

Before now, 
Umunwanwa people 
seemed to have exhausted 
every available effort to 
salvage their lands, as 
the menace continued 
to widen in size on daily 
basis and claimed both 
human and material 
victims.

During rainy season, 
owners of  cars and other 
big vehicles avoided 
using roads that pass 
through the precarious 
road, to avoid plunging 
into deep gullies.

St Peter’s Methodist 
Church, a strategic and 
monumental building 
in the community was 
also under threat of  
joining other houses 
that collapsed into the 
menacing gully.

But after the 
intervention of  various 
media houses, both 
print, electronic and 
online platforms, the 
Anambra/Imo Water 
Basin Authority has 
awarded two contracts in 
the Abia community, one 
for control/ recovery/
rehabilitation works 
on the erosion site and 
another contract for the 
grading of  Umunwanwa-
- M g b a r a k u m a - -
Ubakala road, also in 
Umunwanwa.

When News Echo 
embarked on fact-finding 
trip to Umunwanwa, 
works were observed to 
be going on, to the relief  
of  natives.

Some villagers who 
spoke to the reporter 
thanked the Anambra/
Imo Basin Authority 
for intervening on their 
ecological challenges, 
and appealed for quality 
jobs.

“I will be happy to 
see this gully closed 
in my lifetime. It has 

caused several accidents, 
claimed our valuable 
livestock. Our individual 
and collective efforts as 
a community all these 
years were not enough 
as the size and depth 
increased every year”, 

said Mr ThankGod   
Ozoemena, an elderly 
man from Umunwanwa.

He called for quality 
job on the site and also 
appealed for a speedy 
completion of  the job 
before the rainy season.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

“This place is a no-
no area during rainy 
season and that is why 
the ongoing job should 
be concentrated now we 
are in dry season.”

Apart from 
tackling the erosion 

gully, contract for 
rehabilitations (grading) 
of  Umunwanwa--
Mgbarakuma--Ubakala 
road to ensure smooth 
human and vehicular 
movements into 
Umunwanwa.

The contracts being 
handled by Prime Design 
and building engineering 
Ltd, was awarded in late 
2021, by the Managing 
Director of  Anambra/
Imo Basin Authority, 
Engr Gerald Osuagwu.

The site engineer 
of  Prime Design and 
Building engineering 
Ltd, Engr Uche Ihueze 
assured that job would 
be delivered according to 
specification.

Umunwanwa has 
boundary with Isiala 
Ngwa North LGA of 
Abia State and also has 
a boundary with Mbaise, 
Imo State.

An indigene of  
Umunwanwa, Hon 
Jerry Uzosike who 
incidentally, is the 
member representing 
Umuahia South 
constituency in the Abia 
House of  Assembly, 
was accused by some 
constituents, including 
Journalist Uche Nwosu, 
of  allegedly playing the 
ostrich while his people 
suffered risked being 
swallowed by gully.

These accusations, 
Uzosike denied, saying 
his efforts to solve the 
crises were thwarted by 
the non-capture of  the 
erosion site in the 2021 
federal appropriation.

 News Echo Newspaper 
in had in December 
carried out a special 
report on the plight of  the 
natives of  Umunwanwa, 
occasioned by the erosion 
gully menace.

St Peter’s Methodist Church (behind) as recovery works begin on gully site
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t was a day of  weeping last ITu e s d ay  a t  A m a n g w u 
Ohafia, Ohafia LGA of   

Ab ia  S ta t e  fo l lowing  the 
shooting and burning spree that 
that  reigned in the village.

By the time the dust cleared, 
five persons lay dead, with three 
of  the dead being members of  
the same family-mother and her 

two daughters.
It was a day Amangwu, a 

peaceful community in Ohafia 
witnessed a violent attack that 
has, according to village source, 
never been experienced in the 
history of  the agrarian town.

Up till the time of  writing 
this report, the root cause of  the 
violence that led to the wanton 

killings and destructions of  
p r o p e r t y  h av e  n o t  b e e n 
established as the Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO) of  
Abia State Command while 
reacting to the development, said 
the  ki l l ings  had not  been 
officially reported to the Police 
Command.

But the local government 
C h a i r m e n  o f  O h a f i a ,  D r 
Okorafor Ukiwe suspected that   
the killings could have emanated 
from clash between two different 
groups of  unknown men which 
unfortunately, claimed the lives 
of  indigenes of  Amangwu.

Ukiwe, who  could not hide 
his sadness when he visited one 
of  the injured persons of   the 
attack at FMC, Umuahia , stated 
that a security meeting would be 
conveyed to discuss the carnage, 
promising that the families of  the 
victims would receive justice at 
the end of  investigation.

Ex-PDP Woman Leader, 
Mrs Ucha Kalu Ndukwe, two 
daughters died few hours apart

By the morning of  Tuesday, 
no body, even a prophet could 

predict that a shop owner who 
also sold food, and a grassroots 
politician, Mrs  Ndukwe would 
not complete the day alive.

Nei ther  could anyone 
envisage the gruesome fate Mrs 
Ndukwe's two daughters would 
meet.

Different accounts have 
been rendered on how the 
killings took place but the 
reasons for the attacks and those 
responsible for it are yet to be 
arrived at, as frightened villagers 
are either shocked to recount 
what happened or are totally 
unaware of  those responsible.

But a village source who 
narrated the incident simply told 
j o u r n a l i s t s  t h a t  a  m i l d 
disagreement broke out between 
groups of  customers who came 
to patronise a shop belonging to 
the slain business woman.

The ill-fated shop it was 
g a t h e r e d ,  s e r v e d  a s  a n 
alternative place where natives 
charge their phones in a situation 
of  power outage.

The shop, was said to be as 
usual,  f i l led to brim with 
customers either shopping, 

eating food  or charging their 
phones while others just relaxed 
themselves with gists about 
Russ ian-Ukraine  conf l ic t , 
impeding sale  of  Chelsea 
f o o t b a l l  c l u b  b y  Ro m a n 
Abramovich among other 
stories.

A t  a  p o i n t ,  s a i d  t h e 
Amangwu villager, a mild 
argument was at a corner of  the 
shop over an undisclosed issue 
but calm returned soon.

However, it was gathered 
that one of  the party in the 
argument allegedly felt that Mrs 
Ucha Kalu Ndukwe took side 
with their antagonists and left 
the shop in anger.

Another account attributed 
the killings to a cult clash 
between two groups while 
another account claimed it was 
caused by the presence of  some 
non-indigenes of  Amangwu in 
the community.

Whatever the cause may 
have been, the sad story is that 
some gunmen who were earlier 
at the ever busy shop of  late Mrs 
Ucha Kalu Ndukwe, returned to 
the shop, armed with weapons 

Page 10

HORROR!!!
How gunmen murdered ex-PDP
woman leader, 2 daughters, 2
men in Ohafia
...Houses, shops burnt
...LGA Chairman, Amangwu indigenes in shock
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Mrs Ucha Kalu Ndukwe before her murder in Amangwu OhafiaMrs Ucha Kalu Ndukwe before her murder in Amangwu OhafiaMrs Ucha Kalu Ndukwe before her murder in Amangwu Ohafia

Late Norah Ndukwe at a beach in Lagos, before she was killedLate Norah Ndukwe at a beach in Lagos, before she was killedLate Norah Ndukwe at a beach in Lagos, before she was killed

One of the burnt buildingsOne of the burnt buildingsOne of the burnt buildings
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later in the day.
But on discovering their 

target, Ucha was not around at 
their time of  arrival, they set her 
shop ablaze.

Not satisf ied with the 
action, the unknown gunmen 
moved to her family house where 
they allegedly shot her on close 
range.

On hearing the blasts of  gun 
and cries of  her mother, the first 
daughter of  the business woman 
who recently returned from 
Lagos, Miss Nora Chibuzor 
Ndukwe rushed out to know 
what happened and was also 
shot dead.

Another of  Mrs Ucha's 
daughter who was also shot in 
the family house, managed to 
crawl to a corner where she was 
picked and rushed to the federal 
medical centre (FMC) Umuahia 
for emergency attention.

Unfortunately, the she also 
g av e  u p  t h e  g h o s t  a f t e r 
undergoing some surgeries, 
despite the efforts of  medical 
personnel in the hospital to save 
her.

Houses and shops of  some 

A m a n g w u 
i n d i g e n e s 
w e r e  a l s o 
not left out 
as about 8 
were razed 
down during 
the attack.

As the 
news of  the 
k i l l i n g s 
spread like a 
wild fire in Amangwu and other 
parts of  Ohafia, the news came 
that two young men Kalu Umah 
and Ndubuisi had earlier on 
been gunned down in another 
part of   Amangwu ,by unknown 
persons.

The  reasons  for  the i r 
killings and those responsible 
could also not be understood as 
f e a r  p e r va d e d  t h e  e n t i r e 
community over the horrible 
development.

A  c o m mu n i t y  s o u r c e 
recalled how natives were 
already outside of  Amangwu but 
got information about the 
development stayed back in the 
areas they traveled to, to avoid 
falling victim to the crises.

 Those still in Amangwu 
reportedly stayed indoors or ran 
into the bush to avoid falling 
victim, because people were at 
loss of  how their  beloved 
community suddenly turned to a 
blood zone in a week that is 
supposed to be holy lent period.

S c h o o l i n g  a n d  s o c i a l 
activities have also come to a halt 
as the entire community looked 
deserted, as at Friday.

The Chairman of  Ohafia 
LGA, Dr Okorafor Ukiwe said 
that from preliminary findings, 
the late Mrs Ucha Kalu Ndukwe 
was  a l l eged ly  accused  o f  
supplying information to a 
group in the community. 

He however promised that a 
security meeting would be 

summo
n e d 
a b o u t 
t h e 
develop
m e n t 
a n d 
promise
d  t o 
investig
ate  the 
m a t t e r 
a n d 
restore peace to the area.

"They burnt the shop down, 
came to her house and gunned 
her down and when two of  
daughters came out, they shot 
them", said the LGA boss, Dr 
Okorafor Ukiwe.

The Police Public Relations 

Officer of  Abia State Police 
C o m m a n d ,  M r  G e o f f r e y 
Ogbonna said the matter had not 
been officially reported to them, 
at the time of  this report.

"We have heard about that 
but waiting for an official report 
they would help the Police know 
a b o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s " ,  s a i d 
Ogbonna.

...How gunmen murdered ex-PDP
woman leader, 2 daughters, 2
men in Ohafia

One of the killed youths

Some of the burnt buildings
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Oru West IMC chairman lauds 
Uzodimma on 5km rural road project

Ebonyi 2023: We need 
credible candidate to 
win elections - PDP 
chieftain

A 
member of  Ebonyi state House of  
Assembly and governorship aspirant 
under the People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP), Hon. Chris Usulor, has said 
what the party needs to defeat the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) and  return to 
government house in 2023  was a credible 
candidate with track record of  excellence, 
selfless service  and courage.

He said although PDP was over 80% 
sure of  victory in the next year general 
election in the state, the party must be very 
careful not to mismanage the opportunity by 
fielding unpopular candidates for the poll.

Usulor, a three-time lawmaker, stated 
this  while interacting with journalists in 
Abakaliki.

He appealed to PDP to zone the guber 
ticket to Ezza land and support him to 
return the party to victory in 2023.

He promised  to initiate policies 
and programmes that will usher in 
unprecedented economic prosperity for all 
citizens and residents of  the state within one 
year in office.

“While we are over 80% sure of  victory 
in 2023, our party, the PDP, must be careful 
not to mismanage this opportunity. What 
PDP needs to return to Ebonyi government 
House in 2023 is a credible candidate with 
track record of  excellence, selfless service 
and courage, like my humble self”, he said.

Anambra NSE 
lauds member 
for invention

N
igerian Institution of  Metallurgical 
Minning and Materials Engineers 
(NIMMME), a division of  the 

Nigerian Society of  Engineers (NSE), 
Awka Chapter, Anambra State, has 
awarded former Minister of  Science 
and Technology, late Professor Gordian 
Obumneme Ezekwe, with the highest 
mentorship of  the Society. 

The award was recieved by his younger 
brother, Engr. Romanus Ezekwe, on 
behalf  of  his family and the people of  
Abagana community, in Njikoka Local 
Government Area of  the State.

The Society said the Minister, had 
during his service years while life, mentored 
many prominent Engineers across 
Nigeria, irrespective of  tribe and religion 
background through his technological 
skills that led him in manufacturing war 
bombs (Ogbunigwe), war jet equipments 
and fuel for Biafrans Soldiers, during the 
three years Nigeria-Biafra civil war.

He was appointed Minister, during 
President Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida 
regime in 1989.

The mentorship award was bestowed 
on him and other deserving Engineers, 
Engr. Professor Daniel Oraegbuna 
Nnamdi Obikwelu and a Greece 
Nigeria Nationalist, late Mr. Romeo 
Barberopoulos, who work as an Electrical 
Engineer with A.G Leventis and Co, in 
1958-1966, during the 2022 1st Ezekwe- 
Barberopoulos-Obikwelu (E.B.O), 
Honourary Lecture Series, organise 
by NIMMME, Awka Chapter, which 
took place, at LaLuna Hotel, Awka, on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at the event, the National 
Chairman of  the NIMMME, Professor 
Aje Tokan, described the honorary award 
given to the three prominent Engineers, 
“as the highest ever in the history of  the 
Nigerian Society of  Engineers for the past 
62 years of  its existence”

T
he Interim 
M a n a g e m e n  t
chairman of  Oru West 

LGA in Imo State, Hon. 
Willie TC Okolieogwo had 
commended  the governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
for the  massive ongoing 
road construction especially 
the 5km road project in each 
of  the 27 local government 
councils in the state making 
it over 135km across the 
LGAs in the state.

Speaking to News Echo, 
Okolieogwo maintained 
that the rural road project 
embarked by the governor 
which will be completed 
before the end of  2022 is in 
fulfilment of  his 3 mantra 
administration of  Recon-
struction, Rehabilitation and 
Recovery.

He stated that the 
governor is living up to his 
mandate of  ensuring that 
all the bad roads in the state 
wear new look.

The LG boss who 
doubles as the Imo state 
ALGON chairman 
disclosed that the governor 
has promised to deliver 
quality roads as dividends 
of  democracy hence the 
resources that have been 
put together to ensure that 
the contractors do a quality 
construction on the roads 
and to deliver quality roads 
as quickly as possible.

“The governor is making 
sure the roads in Imo are 
wearing new look, he will 

take off  on the roads simul-
taneously and make sure 
the roads are constructed 
strongly not like the past ad-
ministration that construct-
ed China roads” he stated.

He disclosed that efforts 
are being made to ensure 
the completion of  some 
of  the roads before the 
raining season sets in as the 
governor wants to put Imo 
state in high pedestal by 

providing good roads in the 
rural areas.

Reacting to the Local 
government financial 
autonomy bill that was 
passed by the Senate, he 
stated that when the bill is 
fully assented by the Imo 
House of  Assembly it will 
enhance leadership in the 
local government level and 
ensure enormous rural 
development.

He noted that the bill 
will enable an unhindered 
access to the rural area 
development and reduce the 
rate of  urban migration.

He stated that the bill 
will also make artisans, 
businessman amongst others 
to do business with ease 
and will also engage youths 
in the rural areas and make 
them stop engaging in social 
vices due to unemployment.

He urged the state House 
of  Assembly to bury their 
selfish interest and do the 
needful as he noted that “if  
the LGA is developed, the 
state will be developed also.

He maintained further 
that the different LGAs in 
the state are doing their best 
as the governor has given 
them free access to funds 
to enable them carry out 
projects in the LGA.

Anambra: 27yr old woman in police net for killing cousin

A 
twenty seven year 
old female lady 
simply identified as 

Ozioma Orakwe has been 
arrested by the operatives 
of  the Nigerian police 
command for allegedly 
killing his cousin in 
Agulu in Aniocha Local 
Government Area of 

Anambra state.
News Echo  gathered 

that the incidence 
occurred on Wednesday 
around 3pm when both 
the suspect and the 
deceased had squabble 
which led to the alleged 
murder.

Confirming the 
report, Anambra State 
Police Command image 
maker, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu in a bulletin 

for the weekend said 
“The Commissioner of 
Police CP Echeng Echeng 
has admonished citizens 
to always seek other 
means of  settling their 
differences than resorting 
to fight/violence. The CP 
gave this counsel while 
reacting to arrest of  one 
Ozioma Orakwe ‘F’ age 
27years on alleged murder 
of  Martin Orakwe ‘M’ 
age 75 years of  Amatutu 

village, Agulu Anaocha 
LGA”.

“Against the report 
received on 2/3/2022 
at 3:08pm from one Mr 
Martin Orakwe of  alleged 
suicide by the deceased, 
preliminary investigation 
revealed that the victim 
had a cut on his head 
with marks of  violence all 
over his body. Additional 
information shows 
that before the death 

of  the victim, he had a 
disagreement with the 
suspect which resulted to 
a fight”. 

Meanwhile, “Police 
operatives have recovered 
the body of  the deceased 
and the suspect have also 
made useful statement 
that was helping in the 
ongoing investigation. 
The case shall be charged 
to court after a conclusive 
investigation”.

LG Financial autonomy will bring development to rural areas - Elezianya 

T
he member represent-
ing Owerri Federal 
Constituency at the 

Federal House of  Represent-
atives, Hon. Ikenna Elezian-
ya has commended the pass-
ing of  the local government 
autonomy bill by the Senate, 
saying the bill will develop 
the communities/local gov-
ernment areas hence curbing 
rural-urban migration.

He maintained that the 
bill which seeks to abolish 
joint account system of  the 
local government is the best 
bill so far passed by the 9th 
Assembly.

The lawmaker stated that 
the bill will enable the local 
government generate and 
execute their budget without 

By Grace Ofurum
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

(Middle) Chief Arthur Eze with the members of the inauguration committee for the scholarship foundation

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka  

much interference by the 
state government.

 According to him, the 
bill will enable each LGA to 
create and maintain its own 
special account to be called 
local government Allocation 
account where all the LGA 
allocation will be paid.

He maintained 
further with this, the state 
government will pay the 
LGAs in their jurisdiction 
such proportion of  its 
internally generated revenue 
in such manner as will be 
submitted by the House of  
Assembly.

Elezianya stated also 
that the local government 
administration will take a new 
dimension as technocrats 
will vie for the position 
of  the LGA chairman 
and not a situation where 

dropouts and people who 
have nothing meaningful to 
contribute in governance vie 
for such position. He stated 
that the bill will minimize 
much control from the state 
government.

He said in terms of  some 
projects, the state government 
through its Ministry can play 
a supervisory role on such 
project where the LGAs 
don’t have the technical 
know-how after submitting 
the project to the state 
government as approved 
by the councilors. He said 
this will enable LGAs have 
funds and the authority to 
spend them to execute their 
projects.

He therefore urged the 
state governments to allow 
the bill thrive without kicking 
against it.

By Grace Ofurum

Elezieanya



Nigeria’s former 
President, Obasanjo, 
seeks honourary 
membership of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu
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Monday Sit-at-Home: Politicians recruiting 
cultists to attack citizens - IPOB

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) on 
Sunday alleged that 

it has discovered that some 
unscrupulous politicians 
are now in the business 
of  recruiting cultists 
and criminals to attack 
innocent citizens in the 
name of  enforcing non-
existent Monday sit-at-
home, especially in Enugu 
State.

IPOB spokesman, 
Comrade Emma Powerful 
who made the statement 
also alleged that the said 
unscrupulous politicians 
are also responsible for 
the attacks on residents 
in every other state he 
referred to as Biafraland 
every Monday.

News Echo reports 
that despite the IPOB 
Directorate of  States 
(DOS) calling for an end 
to the initial Sit-at-Home 
order issued by the Pro-

Ebenebe killing: Anambra police nabs suspects

T
he Anambra 
State Police 
Commissioner, CP 

Echeng Echeng, has said 
that the arrests of  some 
suspects in connection 
with the Ebenebe funeral 
killing has been made.

CP Echeng made 
this known during a visit 
to the Archbishop of  
Onitsha Archdiocese, Most 

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Biafra group, hostilities 
against businesses have 
continued with many 
losing both their lives and 
property while trying to 
go out on Mondays.

Fingers have been 
pointed to IPOB’s armed 
security department, the 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) as being respon -
sible for the attacks, but 
IPOB has vehemently de -

nied responsibility for the 
attacks and is now point -
ing fingers at some politi -
cal leaders as the master -
minds.

Power while speaking 
more on the attacks and the 
alleged masterminds said, 
“Currently these criminals 
are mobilising to attack 
innocent citizens in the 
name of  enforcing non-
existent Monday sit-at-home 

order which IPOB had 
suspended a long time ago. 

“We are informing 
those enforcing non-
existent Monday sit-at-
home order to retrace 
their steps or be ready to 
contend the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra IPOB 
under Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
who initiated Monday sit-
at-home order but stopped 
it for obvious reasons.  

“We have said it be -
fore that IPOB will release 
its security outfit to chase 
those involved in enforc -
ing non-existent Monday 
sit-at-home. We can’t fold 
our hands and watch base 
fellows unleash mayhem 
on innocent Biafrans on 
Mondays under the guise of 
enforcing non-existent sit-
at-home orders. Enough is 
enough.”

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Crisis rocks Uborji-Okuku community youth election

C
risis has trailed the 
outcome of  Uborji 
Okuku autonomous 

community of  Owerri 
West Local Government 
Area of  Imo State Youth 
Presidential Election, held 
on February 5, 2022. 

Speaking, the leader 
of  the Coalition for 
Social Rights and Good 
Conscience comprising 
of  persons from the five 
kindreds that constitute 
Uborji Okuku community, 
Mr. Emmanuel Madu, 
stated that the Electoral 
Committee Chairman, Mr. 
Christian Nnanna Ojinnaka 
(SD), has a candidate who 
contested in the Youth 
Presidential Election, Mr. 
Chimoma Ndukuba, who 
was adjudged winner of  the 
election, who is also said 
to be on S.D’s line up of  
support. 

The Coalition said that 
“S.D allegedly breached 
the rule of  equity of  the 
organization by briefing 
Ndukuba, his ally, about 
his formulated electoral 
norms ahead of  the election 
which invariably influenced 
the outcome of  the election 
to the advantage of  the 
embattled winner,  Ndukuba 
Chimoma”, alleging that 
the accredited number of  
voters in the election did 
not reconcile with the valid 
voters, suspecting that some 
fraudulent activities might 
have taken place, adding 
that contestants demanded 
for the document of  the 
accredited number of  voters 
which it said has not been 
provided.

Stressing that part of  
the alleged anomalies of  
the youth election is the 
heavy presence of  security 
personnel brought by S.D in 
the hall where some voters 

By Ikenna Orioha who agitated against the 
perpetrated nuisance were 
allegedly manhandled, the 
Coalition disclosed that 
“sequentially, a taskforce 
team was created by S.D 
which the people of  Uborji 
Okuku rejected because he 
was exclusively mandated 
to conduct the election and 
not to set up any taskforce 
for the election or eventual 
winners. It was believed that 
he had an ulterior motive 
of  dominance and control 
as one of  the contestants 
in the person of  Chimoma 
Ndukuba is his aspirant of  
interest”. 

The people maintained 
that “a day to the election, 
S.D was said to have a 
secret meeting with the 
taskforce team S.D created 
alongside some elders, 
inducing them with money 
to aide his preferred 
candidate, Ndukuba. Mr 
Christian Nnanna Ojinnaka 
(S.D) told everyone to 
stop campaigns prior to 
the election, but could 
not stop his stooge from 
campaigning. On the day 
of  the election, he used a 
20-man taskforce team who 
were invariably machineries 
in the hall to aid Ndukuba 
rig the election”.

Thus, Emmanuel Madu, 
who was a contestant 
in the Presidential Slot, 
hinted that he saw all their 
dastardly voting patterns, 
but remained calm as a 
law- abiding citizen in 
order not to disrupt the 
exercise, observing that the 
“in genuine actions in the 
avenger’s hall of  Uborji 
Amaeke where the voting 
took place, prompted 
him to demand for the 
accreditation documents 
to no avail. On 19th of  
February, 2022, when 
the office of  the treasurer 
election was held, Mr. 
Anselm Nlemdim polled 

118 votes, Celestine Nwoke 
(Ojile), polled 65 votes 
and Mr. Perfect, 51 votes. 
Therefore, from this result, 
having sensed Anselm 
Nlemadim leading with 
the highest number of  
votes, the organiser, S.D, 
conspired to cause disarray 
because the candidate he 
supported (Ojile) was losing 
the election”.

Madu posited that when 
he “inquired to know about 
who won the election S.D 
replied him by reading 

out the results serially and 
resorted to disrupting the 
elections and mentioned 
that Mr. Anselm Nlemadim 
was not on his lineup of  
interest”. 

The people said they 
have waited to get the doc-
uments of  the accredita -
tion and also longing for 
the Electoral Committee 
to declare Anselm Nlema-
dim as winner of  the poll, 
but to no avail, because the 
winner, Anselm was not in 
their line up of  interest.

“The question in the lips 
of  the concerned persons 
of  the area was, why did 
S.D allow Mr. Anselm 
Nlemadim to pick up a form 
duly paid for to enable him 
contest whereas he would 
not be declared winner 
after scoring the highest 
vote? Therefore, as a result 
of  all the post election 
constraints and anomalies, 
the Uborji Coalition for 
Good Conscience declared 
that the elections should 
be cancelled for fairness to 
reign at the community”.

Reverend Valerian Okeke.
Our correspondent re -

ports that CP Echeng said 
that the visit was aimed as 
seeking the collaboration 
of  the Archbishop and his 
counsel on how to better se-
cure the lives and property 
of  Ndi Anambra given the 
security challenges currently 
bedeviling the country and 
its negative consequences on 
lives and economic activities 
across the nation.

He revealed that the sad 
incident that happened at 

Ebenebe in Awka North 
Local Government Area 
over the weekend, where 
mourners were killed during 
a funeral was a cult related 
incident, while assuring 
that the perpetrators will 
not go unpunished.

He called on 
communities to duly 
inform the police when 
such scenario is most likely 
to happen.

In his remark, 
Archbishop Okeke 
described the visit as 

necessary, saying that 
the police needs the 
cooperation of  people to do 
their job effectively.

He advised the youths 
against vices that are 
currently becoming a 
menace to the society 
especially cultism, internet 
scam and ritual killings, 
urging them to work hard, 
be patient with life, as 
money does not solve every 
problem.

N
igeria’s former President, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo, has offered 
himself  to be inducted as a member 

of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo.
Disclosing this to reporters in Enugu 

on Sunday, the national Publicity Secretary 
of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Alex Ogbonnia, said 
that Obasanjo made his willingness to be an 
honourary member of  the pan-Igbo when 
a delegation of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo led by 
its Secretary-General, Ambassador Okey 
Emuchay, visited him at Presidential Library, 
Abeokuta, Ogun State, at the weekend.

 Members of  the delegation included 
the former President General of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Prince Ewoh Igariwey, National 
Publicity Secretary, Chiedozie Alex 
Ogbonnia; Ohanaeze Chieftain, Nze 
Ozichukwu Chukwu; Bishop Dr. Sunday N. 
Onuoha, Founder and President of  Vision 
for Africa and Chief  Emeka Udodeme, 
President, Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Anambra State 
Chapter. 

Others were Mazi Ambrose Obioha, 
Admin Manager, Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Secretariat and Prince Okey Kanu, a Lagos 
based business consultant.

Ambassador Emuchay, in a presentation 
of  an Ohanaeze birthday cake to the 
octogenarian, expressed that “the Igbo 
remember Chief  Obasanjo with deep 
emotional attachment and have come to 
demonstrate profound love, gratitude and 
solidarity with him at 85 on March 5. 

Emuchay recapitulated the sterling and 
enviable qualities of  Obasanjo that stand him 
out among his peers.

Ohanaeze had earlier sent a goodwill 
message to Obasanjo where they recalled with 
fresh nostalgia, the far-reaching policy that 
defined the Obasanjo civilian administration, 
one of  which was to hunt Nigerian talents 
wherever they were found, irrespective of  
gender, ethnic or religious persuasions. 

According to the Ohanaeze Scribe, “It 
was such a competence driven administration 
that harvested the robust intellect of  notable 
Igbo sons and daughters to the benefit of  the 
entire Nigeria”

Ohanaeze had in the goodwill message  
commended Obasanjo for his characteristic 
dispositions for equity and justice, especially 
as it pertains to the general outcry for the Igbo 
to produce a Nigerian President in 2023.

Obasanjo was reported to have said that 
there were several socio-cultural groups in 
Nigeria but Ohanaeze Ndigbo with such 
endearing visit, passion and affection, has 
shown a remarkable difference in his life. 

He reiterated, “this is the first time, as a 
private citizen, he is playing host to such well 
organised socio-cultural body.

He therefore expressed his enthusiasm 
to be admitted as an honourary member of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo.

Chief  Obasanjo who was 85 on March 5, 
is as fit as a fiddle. As part of  the ceremonies 
to mark the event was a novelty football match 
which was played at the Olusegun Obasanjo 
Presidential Library football pitch. 

The ex-president featured in the match as 
the captain of  his team and he played true to 
type as a captain. 

He played with vigour and dexterity as 
long as the match lasted, to the admiration of  
the spectators. 

Eminent Nigerians and lovers of  football 
including Chief  Segun Odegbami watched 
the thrilling display of  an ancient and modern 
football skills. Other events that marked the 
ceremony included Church service, book 
presentation and goodwill messages from 
eminent personalities from all walks of  life.

The induction of  His Excellency, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo as an Honourary 
Member of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo is expected to 
take place at the Headquarters of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo in Enugu in no distant time.

Uborji-Okuku community, during youth election
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A woman feeds a child as they and other refugees from Ukraine rest at a temporary shelter in the main train station of Krakow, Poland on March 6.

Monday 7 - Tuesday 8 March, 2022   

Ukraine is Europe's 'fastest growing
refugee' crisis since WWII – UN

he number of  people Tf l ee ing  Russ ia ' s 
invasion of  Ukraine 

has topped 1.5 million, 
making it Europe's fastest 
growing refugee crisis since 
World War II, the United 
Nations said on Sunday.

“More than 1.5 million 
refugees from Ukraine have 
crossed into neighbouring 
countries in 10 days,” the 
UN High Commissioner 
f o r  Re f u g e e s  F i l i p p o 
Grande tweeted.

The UN described the 
outflow as “the fastest 
growing refugee crisis in 
Europe since World War 
II”. On Saturday it had 
reported that nearly 1.37 
million refugees had fled.

The director-general of  
t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h 

oldovan Prime MMinister Natalia 
Gavrilita urged 

the United States on Sunday 
t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e 
humanitarian support as the 
number of  refugees fleeing 
the war in Ukraine to the 
small European country hit 
120,000.

At the beginning of  a 
meeting with visiting US 
Secretary of  State Antony 
B l i n k e n ,  s h e  s a i d  h e r 
country of  2.6 million, one 
of  Europe's poorest, was 
straining under the weight 
of  those fleeing Russia's 
invasion of  neighbouring 
Ukraine. 

“As of  this morning, 
we had more than 230,000 
people who have crossed the 
border from Ukraine, and 
120,000 stayed in Moldova. 
9 6 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e m  a r e 
Ukrainian citizens. For a 
small country like Moldova, 
proportionately, this is a 
very large number,” she told 
Blinken.

“Everybody has come 
together to host, to provide 

shelter, to provide food, to 
provide assistance to those 
who are fleeing war,” she 
said.

“But we wil l  need 
assistance to deal with this 
influx, and we need this 
quickly,” she added.

Blinken, on the third 
stop of  a trip in Europe to 
shore up unity against the 
R u s s i a n  a t t a c k ,  s a i d 
Moldova “can count on us 
ac ros s  the  board”  fo r 
support.

“ We  a d m i r e  t h e 
generosity, the hospitality, 
the willingness to be such 
good friends to people who 
are in distress. And indeed 
we want to do everything we 
can to help you deal with the 
burden this is imposing.”

In Poland on Saturday 
Blinken said the White 
House was seeking $2.75 
b i l l i o n  i n  f u n d s  f o r 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  s u p p o r t 
related to the war, which has 
already driven more than 
one million people from 
Ukraine.

Organ iza t ion ,  Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  g r ave 
concern at the worsening 
humanitarian situation.

“ @ W H O  h a s 
confirmed several attacks 
on health care in #Ukraine, 
causing multiple deaths and 
injuries. Additional reports 
are being investigated,” 
Tedros tweeted.

“Attacks on healthcare 
facilities or workers breach 
medical neutrality and are 
violations of  international 
humanitarian law.”

The WHO said on 
Sunday it had deployed 
staff  to Moldova, Poland 
and Romania “to scale up 
(the) response capacities of  
i t s  c o u n t r y  o f f i c e s , 
inc lud ing  opera t ions, 

engagement with partners 
a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e 
(Ukrainian) government for 
the health response”.

The body said it had 
also mobilised logistics to 
set up an operational hub in 
neighbouring Poland and 
help secure land corridors 
“ t o  f a c i l i t a t e  r a p i d 

u s t r a l i a n  t ow n s 

Adevastated by deadly 
flooding over the 

past  week prepared for 
fur ther intense weather 
Sunday,  wi th  expec ted 
downpours halting volunteer 
r e c ove r y  a n d  c l e a n - u p 
efforts.

The national weather 
bureau warned of  severe 
thunderstorms and major 
f looding in the state of  
Queens land ,  where  11 
people died in the past week's 
floods.

F l a s h  f l o o d i n g  i s 
forecast for the major city of  
Brisbane, home to 2.6 million 
people.

H e av y  r a i n s,  l a r ge 
hailstones and damaging 
winds were also expected to 
hit further south in the state 
o f  N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t ow n  o f  
Lismore, which last week 
saw record flooding and 
dramatic rescue efforts to 
save residents stranded on 
their roofs.

The death toll from the 
floods in New South Wales 
stands at five, after the body 
of  a man was found Saturday.

Some locals in flood-
affected areas have taken to 

s o c i a l  m e d i a  t o  v e n t 
frustration about what they 
see as a lack of  police, 
de fence  pe r sonne l  and 
emergency services on the 
ground to help with the 
recovery effort.

In Lismore, Tom Wolff, 
who runs a local charity 
organisation, said he spent 
S a t u r d a y  c o l l e c t i n g 
donations of  insulin, which 

o u t h  K o r e a  s a i d 

SS u n d a y  i t  w i l l 
implement  expor t 

con t ro l s  aga ins t  c lo se 
Moscow ally Belarus for 
“effectively supporting the 
R u s s i a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  
Ukraine”.

Without detailing what 
specific measures would be 
t aken ,  Seou l ' s  fo re ign 
ministry said the restrictions 
would be similar to those 
previously imposed on 
Russia.

South Korea last month 
said it would tighten export 
controls against Moscow by 
b a n n i n g  s h i p m e n t s  o f  
strategic items and join 
We s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  i n 
s u s p e n d i n g  f i n a n c i a l 
transactions with several 

major Russian banks.
“ O u r  g o v e r n m e n t 

decided today to implement 
export control measures 
against Belarus as well, 
judging that Belarus is 
effectively supporting the 
R u s s i a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  
Ukraine,” the ministry said 
in a statement.

Russia's military has 
used Belarus as an important 
staging ground for its assault 
on neighbouring Ukraine, 
t h o u g h  B e l a r u s i a n 
strongman leader Alexander 
Lukashenko has stressed his 
own forces have not taken 
part.

South Korea's decision 
c o m e s  a s  W e s t e r n 
gover nments,  spor t ing 
organisations and a growing 
list of  major companies have 
isolated Russia, levelling 

punishing sanctions over the 
internationally condemned 
attack on its neighbor.

After days of  violence, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Saturday warned 
Ukraine it may cease to exist 
as a state if  leaders “continue 
to do what they are doing”. 

He also said that any 
countries imposing a “no-fly 
zone” over Ukraine will be 
considered combatants 
while equating economic 
sanctions with a declaration 
of  war.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund warned the 
already “serious” global 
economic impacts of  the war 
in Ukraine would be “all the 
more devastating” should 
the conflict escalate.

were then delivered by a 
p r i v a t e l y - c h a r t e r e d 
h e l i c o p t e r  t o  d i a b e t i c 
residents in the nearby town 
of  Woodburn.

Defence Minister Peter 
Dutton Sunday defended the 
work of  his department in the 
aftermath of  the record 
f looding, saying he was 
“absolutely satisfied with the 
defence response”.

“We've come in in force, 
and we will increase the 
numbers dramatically,” he 
said, promising there would 
be 5,000 troops on the 
ground in the coming days.

Scientists say climate 
change is making Australia's 
floods, bushfires, cyclones 
and droughts more frequent 
and more intense.

movement of  supplies to 
affected populations”.

I t  added  a  second 
shipment of  health supplies 
was on its way to Poland, 
following a first shipment 
on Thursday that included 
trauma and emergency 
health supplies.

The WHO had earlier 

condemned a  s lew of  
verified reports of  attacks 
on health care in Ukraine.

UN officials said they 
expec ted  the  wave  o f  
refugees to intensify further 
as the Russian army pressed 
its offensive, particularly 
t owa r d  t h e  U k r a n i a n 
capital Kyiv.

Since Russia invaded 
on February 24, a total of  
922,400 people have fled 
Ukraine to Poland, Polish 
border guards said on 
Sunday.

Hungary, Moldova, 
Romanian and Slovakia 
have also seen Ukrainian 
refugees arrive.

Moldova asks US for
more support as refugee
numbers surge

Flood-ravaged eastern Australia braces for more
wild weather

South Korea to hit Belarus with export
controls

Gavrilita



Cr   me Watch

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has seized 294,440 tablets 
of  Tramadol, Diazepam, 
Swinol, Rohyphnol and 
Exol-5 along with other 
illicit drugs in major 
ope ra t ions  in  De l ta ,  
Bauchi, and the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA) Ikeja, 
Lagos.

Spokesman of  the 
agency, Femi Babafemi, 
who stated this in a 
statement on Sunday, said 
41 suspects were arrested in 
raids in Abuja and Kaduna 
State.

He said operatives also 
recovered 38,862 red star 
cartridges along with 13 
cartons of  illicit drugs when 
they raided a warehouse in 
Onitsha, Anambra State.

He said a suspect, 
Abdulrazaq Rabi'u, was 
a l s o  a r r e s t e d  w i t h  
counterfeit $100,000 .

Babfemi said in Delta, 
one Christian Onah,42,, 
was arrested at Isele- 
Azagba junction with 
23,160 tablets of  Swinol 
and 66,000 tablets of  
Rohypnol, both weighing 
71.6kg while conveying the 
drugs from Benin, Edo to 
Onitsha, Anambra state.

The statement reads: 
“In another arrest, a 
commercial vehicle from 
Onitsha going to Ibadan, 
Oyo state was intercepted at 
Abraka junction, Asaba on 
Wednesday 2nd March 
with 78,000 capsules of  
Tramadol; 5,000 tablets of  
Diazepam and 97,500 
tablets of  Exol-5, while a 

Ayinde was also arrested at 
the export shed with 4,980 
capsules of  Tramadol; 600 
capsules of  Rohypnol and 
s o m e  d e s i g n e r  d r u g s  
concealed inside locust beans 
and hidden among food items 
for export to South Africa.

“Meanwhile, a principal 
suspect in the importation of  
451,807 Captagon tablets 
we i g h i n g  7 9 . 1 1 9 k g  i n  
September, 2021 at Apapa 
Seapor t  Lagos,  Nwoku 
Princewill Uche, 36, has been 
taken into custody after six 

suspect, Olaniyan Sunday, 
42, was arrested.

“At least, a female 
suspect, Patricia Saduwa, 
42, was arrested with 
233.7kg cannabis during a 
raid operation in Orogun 
community close to Abbi 
town in Kwale LGA, Delta 
State on Friday 4th March. 
The raid of  another house 
in the community the same 
day led to the seizure of  
123.7kg cannabis while the 
owner is still at large.

“In Bauchi, operatives 
a c t i n g  o n  c r e d i b l e  
in te l l igence  ra ided  a  
warehouse at  Gadar-  
M a i wa ,  N i n g i  L o c a l  
Government Area of  the 
state, where 542.5kg of  
cannabis; 6,800 tablets of  
Diazepam and 12,400 
tablets of  Exol-5 were 
recovered on Wednesday 
2nd March.

“At least, 30 suspects 
were arrested at Malali area 
of  Kaduna during raids 
aimed at destroying drug 
joints across the state. A 
suspect, Usman Dahiru 
was arrested with 24kg 
cannabis concealed in two 
sacks of  used clothes on 
Thursday 3rd March along 
Abuja-Kaduna express 
road ,  where  ano ther  
suspect, Abdulrazaq Rabi'u 
was also arrested with 
100,000 counterfeit US 
dollars while on the same 
day, operatives in Anambra 
state recovered 38,862 red 
star cartridges along with 13 
cartons of  illicit drugs when 
they raided a warehouse in 
Onitsha.

“In Abuja, FCT, 11 
suspects were arrested and 

months on the run. Known as 
' J i h a d i s t  d r u g ' ,  t h e  
consignment was the first ever 
recorded seizure of  Captagon 
in West and Central African 
S u b - R e g i o n .  I n  h i s  
statements, he claimed to have 
met the person who gave him 
the job on LinkedIn while he 
was paid N5m to clear the 
container. He then used a 
third party bank account to 
process the Form M for the 
c l e a r i n g  o f  t h e  i l l i c i t  
consignment.

“While commending the 

81.2kg of  drugs seized in a 
major raid operation on 
Saturday 5th March in black 
spots like Torabora, Karu 
Abattoir, Jabi motor park and 
Forest.

“At the Lagos airport, 
one Audu Muhammed was 
arrested at the SAHCO export 
shed on Saturday 5th March 
wi th  1 .550kg cannabis  
concealed in golden morn 
cereal packs meant for Dubai, 
UAE. Two days earlier, 
Thursday 3rd March, a 
suspect, Olalekan Wasiu 

 pro-life advocate 

Aand neuroscientist, 
Prof  (Dr.) Philip 

Njemanze, has petitioned 
the International Criminal 
Cour t  ( ICC) ,  ove r  the 
demolition of  the ancestral 
Eke Ukwu Owere Market, 
Owerri.

T h e  m e d i c a l 
p r a c t i t i o n e r  h a d  a l s o 
petitioned UNESCO to 
l a m e n t  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  
heritage and ancestral sites in 
Owerri by the Okorocha 
admin i s t ra t ion ,  now a 
Senator of  Imo West.

On August 26, 2018, 
then Imo State Governor, 
Rochas  Okorocha  had 
demolished the Eke Ukwu 
market, pulling down stalls 
and destroying goods worth 
over N1 billion.

An 11- year- old boy, 
Somtochukwu Ibeanusi, was 
killed by a stray bullet from 
security forces, during the 
demolition of  the market 
which attracted local and 
international outrage.

Njemanze, a native of  

Amawom in Owerri, who 
strongly kicked against the 
demolition of  the market 
held so dear by Owerri 
people, said he wrote to the 
Inter nat ional  Cr iminal 
Court, ICC, The Hague, the 
Netherlands to lament “the 
dastardly act satanic act 
accomplished with human 
hands.”

Njemanze  sa id  the 
demolition of  the market by 
t h e  O k o r o c h a 
administration was a crime 
against humanity.

In  a  l e t t e r  to   Dr. 
Mechtild Rossler, Director 
of  Heritage Division and 
World Heritage Centre, 
UNESCO and copied to 
Prosecutor, ICC, Njemanze 
under the auspices of  Owerri 
Indigeneous People Youth of  
Amawom, partly wrote ” 
These actions are crimes 
against humanity, which is 
under the jurisdiction of  the 
Inter nat ional  Cr iminal 
Court (ICC) in Den Hague, 
The Netherlands.

Some of  the requests 

made by the Njemanze led 
group include: “an Executive 
Presidential Order stopping 
all interference, demolition, 
removal of  historical sites 
including Eke Ukwu Owerri 
Market, buildings, arts and 
cul tural  centres  of  the 
Indigenous People of  Owerri 
and in Imo State.

“To mandate UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre's 
investigators in collaboration 
with the Federal Ministry of  
Information and Culture to 
further uncover the facts of  

the historical sites in Owerri 
u s i n g  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s 
k n o w l e d g e  b a s e ,  f o r 
enlistment and protection 
under the UNESCO World 
Heritage Convention.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Njemanze, the ICC, in its 
response to his requests, had 
said it had taken up an 
investigation on the matter.

Four years after the 
demolition of  the market, 
Governor Hope Uzodimma, 
has embarked on rebuilding 
the market.

officers and men of  the 
Delta, Bauchi, Kaduna, 
Anambra, FCT, Apapa port 
and MMIA Commands of  
the Agency for the arrests 
a n d  s e i z u r e s ,  
Chairman/Chief  Executive 
of  NDLEA, Brig. Gen. 
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Retd) charged them and 
their compatriots across the 
country to remain vigilant 
and on the offensive until all 
drug cartels in Nigeria are 
completely dismantled.”
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NDLEA recovers 294,440 tramadol tabs, others in Delta,
Bauchi, Lagos

Ex-gov, Okorocha dragged to International
Criminal Court



ocio-Economic Rights 

Sand Accountability 
Project, SERAP, has 

u r g e d  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
probe the spending on the 
country's four refineries, and 
al leged corr uption and 
mismanagement of  public 
money budgeted for the 
rehabilitation, operation, 
and maintenance of  the 
refineries since 1999.

SERAP request which 
was contained in a letter 
dated March 5, 2022, and 
signed by SERAP Deputy 
D i r e c t o r ,  K o l a w o l e 
Oluwadare, also demanded 
f o r  t h e  p r o b e  a n d 
prosecution of  suspects 
behind the importation of  
bad fuel into the country.

SERAP maintained that 
anyone suspected to be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  s h o u l d  b e 
prosecuted appropriately, 
and if  there is sufficient 
admissible evidence, and any 
mismanaged public funds 
should be fully recovered.

S E R A P  a l s o  u r ge d 
President Buhari to direct 
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  a n d 
M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e , 
Abubakar  Malami  and 
appropriate anti-corruption 
agencies to bring to justice 
t h o s e  s u s p e c t e d  t o  b e 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e 
importation and distribution 
of  dirty fuel into the country, 
and to urgently identify and 
ensure access to justice and 
effective remedies to affected 
victims.

The organisation said: 
“There is a legitimate public 
interest in ensuring justice 
and  accountab i l i ty  for 
al leged corr uption and 
mismanagement in the oil 
sector and the resulting 
importation and distribution 
of  dirty fuel and protracted 
fuel scarcity in the country.

The importation and 

distribution of  dirty fuel, and 
the current fuel scarcity 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y 
demonstrate the need for 
effective accountabil i ty 
measures  to  weed out , 
e x p o s e ,  a n d  p u n i s h 
allegations of  corruption in 
the sector, and to ensure 
justice and effective remedies 
for victims.”

According to SERAP, 
“Allegations of  corruption 
and mismanagement in the 
oil sector have contributed to 
t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  a n d 
distribution of  bad fuel, 
caus ing  envi ronmenta l 
problems and violating the 
human rights of  many users, 
including to a safe, clean, 
healthy and sustainable 
environment.”

The letter, read in part: 
“ I n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n d 
prosecuting allegations of  
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
mismanagement  in  the 
spending on the refineries 
would be entirely consistent 
w i t h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
guarantees and international 
s tandards.  I t  may a lso 
galvanize public support for 
your government's anti-
corruption efforts.”

“Alleged corruption and 
mismanagement in the oil 
sector, the importation and 
distribution of  dirty fuel, and 
protracted fuel scarcity 
amount to a fundamental 
breach of  constitutional and 
international human rights 
o b l i g a t i o n s,  d e p r iv i n g 
Nigerians of  economic 
opportunities and subjecting 
them to cruel and degrading 
treatment.”

“We would be grateful if  
the recommended measures 
are taken within 7 days of  the 
receipt and/or publication of  
this letter. If  we have not 
heard from you by then, 
SERAP sha l l  cons ide r 
appropriate legal actions to 

compel your government to 
comply with our request in 
the public interest.”

“SERAP also urges you 
to instruct the Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission (EFCC) and 
I n d e p e n d e n t  C o r r u p t 
Practices and Other Related 
O f f e n c e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(ICPC) to jointly track and 
monitor the spending of  
public funds to rehabilitate, 
operate, and maintain the 
country's refineries.”

“SERAP is concerned 
that fuel scarcity in several 
parts of  the country has 
subjected many Nigerians to 
harsh economic and social 
conditions, making them 
incapable of  developing their 
abilities and realising their 
potential.”

“Unfortunately, this is 
not  the  f i r s t  t ime that 
Nigerians will be put through 
severe economic conditions, 
which may amount to torture 
o r  c r u e l  o r  d e g r a d i n g 
treatment or punishment.”

“ T h e  i m p u n i t y  o f  
perpetrators has continued to 
expose Nigerians to a string 
of  misfortunes: poor living 
c o n d i t i o n s,  i l l - h e a l t h , 
marginalisation, and an 
inability to enter into the life 
of  soc ie ty  and assume 
responsibilities.”

“Ensuring justice and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e 
spending of  public funds on 
refineries which have for 
many failed to ensure the 
availability of  petrol and 
access of  economically and 
socially vulnerable Nigerians 
to their own natural wealth 
and resources would serve 
the public interest.”

“ I t  w o u l d  a l s o  b e 
entirely consistent with your 
constitutional oath of  office, 
and with your duty as the 
Minis te r  o f  Pe t ro leum 
Resources.”

“Ending impunity and 
ensuring access of  victims to 
justice and effective remedies 

p r e m i u m  m o t o r  s p i r i t 
cargoes under its Direct Sales 
Direct Purchase (DSDP) 
arrangement.”

“According to reports, 
for every 200 litres of  the 
adulterated product, 800 
litres of  petrol with good 
quality would be required for 
the blending to be done. 
Millions of  Nigerians are 
also currently witnessing fuel 
scarcity across the country. 
There has been protracted 
problem of  fuel scarcity 
u n d e r  s u c c e s s i v e 
governments, and under 
your government.”

“Many Nigerians are 
queuing up at petrol stations 
to buy fuel to power their cars 
or generators, despite their 
right to natural wealth and 
resources, and other socio-
economic rights.”

“According to reports, 
the government spends over 
N264 billion annually to 

w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o 
preventing and combating 
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
mismanagement in the oil 
sector. It would also help to 
address  the  prot rac ted 
problem of  dirty fuel and fuel 
scarcity, as well as improve 
availability and access to fuel 
in the country.

“SERAP also notes your 
oft-expressed commitment 
to give 'the utmost priority to 
fighting corruption and other 
related offenses '  in the 
country.”

“According to reports, 
petroleum products with 
methanol quantities above 
Nigeria's specification were 
recently imported into the 
count r y.  The  Niger ian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( N N P C ) 
reportedly stated that the 
methanol-blended petrol was 
imported into the country by 
a few suppliers through four 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t  o f  
Nigeria is expected to 

p a y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund a total of  
$3.51bn between 2022 and 
2026 to offset a $3.4bn loan. 

This is according to 
information obtained from a 
we b p a ge  o n  t h e  I M F ' s 
websi te,  t i t led 'Nigeria: 
Financial Position in the 
Fund as of  January 31, 2022.' 

In April 2020, the IMF 
disbursed a $3.4bn emergency 
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o 
Nigeria. 

The loan was approved 
under the Rapid Financing 
Instrument by the Executive 
Board of  the IMF on April 28, 
 to address challenges arising 
from the economic impact of  
the COVID -19 in the country.

A statement by the IMF 
on the loan read, “The IMF 
a p p r o v e d  $ 3 . 4 b n  i n 
e m e r g e n c y  f i n a n c i a l 

assistance under the Rapid 
Financing Instrument to 
support the authorities' efforts 
in addressing the severe 
economic impact of  the 
COVID-19 shock and the 
sharp fall in oil prices.” 

It was also disclosed that 
out of  four agreed loans, 
disbursement was made on 
only one loan. 

Under a section titled 
'Overdue Obligations and 
Projected Payments to Fund', 
a breakdown of  how much 
Nigeria is expected to pay 
each year is provided. 

The amount to be paid 
was provided in the Special 
Drawing Rights. The SDR is 
an international reserve asset, 
created by the IMF in 1969 to 
supplement  i t s  member 
countries' official reserves. 

SDR1 is currently $1.39 
based on the exchange rate 
provided by the IMF on its 
website.

As a result, in 2022, 
Nigeria is expected to pay 
SDR26.91m ($37.40m), 
which includes only the 
interest fee on the loan. 

Nigeria is expected to pay 
a total  of  SDR639.81m 
($889.34m) in 2023. This 
comprises a principal fee of  
SDR613.63m ($852.95m) 
a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t  f e e  o f  
SDR26.18m ($36.39m). 

In  2024 ,  Nige r ia  i s 
expected to pay a total of  
SDR1.24bn ($1.72bn). This 
comprises a principal fee of  
SDR1.23bn ($1.72bn) and an 
interest fee of  SDR15.29m 
($21.25m). 

The country is expected 
to pay a total of  SDR616.38m 
($856.77m) by 2025. This 
comprises a principal fee of  
SDR613.63m ($852.95m) 
a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t  f e e  o f  
SDR2.75m ($3.82m). 

The least  amount is 
expected by 2026, which is 
on ly  an  in te res t  f ee  o f  
SDR0.28m ($389,200).

operate and maintain the 
c o u n t r y ' s  r e f i n e r i e s . 
Successive governments 
h ave  r e p o r t e d ly  s p e n t 
t r i l l i o n s  o f  N a i r a  t o 
rehabilitate, operate and 
maintain the refineries that 
have produced little or no 
fuel.”

“ Yo u r  g ove r n m e n t 
r e p o r t e d ly  s p e n t  $ 3 9 6 
million for maintenance of  
the country's  refineries 
between 2015 and 2020 
alone. Despite this huge 
s p e n d i n g ,  m i l l i o n s  o f  
Nigerians continue to lack 
access to full and unhindered 
supply of  fuel.”

“About N82.82 billion 
was reportedly spent in 2015; 
N78.95 billion in 2016; 
N604.127 billion in 2017; 
N426.66 billion in 2019; 
N218.18 billion in 2019, and 
N64.534 billion expenditure 
was recorded from January 
to June 2020.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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Fuel scarcity: SERAP tells Buhari to probe spending on
refineries, bad fuel 

FG to pay IMF $3.51bn in five years
as debt service
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he House of Representatives has blamed the failure of gender- related bills to pass during the ongoing amendment to the Tconstitution on late lobbying by the sponsors, civil society organisations and women groups. According to the House, religious and 
cultural factors also influenced votes against the bills by the lawmakers. The Chairman of the House Committee on Media and 

Public Affairs, Benjamin Kalu, made this known while addressing journalists in Abuja on Thursday. The House's spokesman, however, 
stated that the lobbying and sensitisation should have begun earlier. According to him, the House would not have passed the bills up to the 
voting stage if it was not interested in them from the onset.  However, immediate backlashes came from different quarters, first was the 
Baobab for Women's Human Rights who stated that men in the National Assembly lack respect for women. In a statement issued in Jos by 
the Executive Director of the group, Mrs Bunmi Dipo-Salami, observed that in the ninth National Assembly, only eight out of 109 senators 
were women, only 22 representatives out of 360 House of Representatives members were women. Meanwhile, the wives of the President 
and Vice-President, Aisha Buhari and Dolapo Osinbajo, on Thursday called on the National Assembly to review its decision on women-
related bills. Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Wike, also urged women to use the 2022 International Women's Day coming up on Tuesday 
to protest against the gender policy of the All Progressives Congress controlled Federal Government. Wike urged women to keep pace 
with their demand for legislative rights and used the occasion of the International Women's Day to further demand for roles they should 
play in political administration in the country. Bishop Matthew Kukah of the Catholic Diocese of Sokoto says there is nothing wrong with 
women requesting to have more of them in government and in political offices for social, economic development of the country.

 great call, I must say! A wonderful call, I must say! But as you know, a journey of  a 

Athousand miles starts with a step. Will the thousand miles be done? Yes. When? It 

might take longer. But has a step been taken? Yes. Was it the right step? Yes. How 

long is it going to take? We may not know. “But a right step has been put forward. And I want 

to tell you that the lobbying that was done was not done in vain. That is why I have 

commended all these people who even visited the National Assembly. That is the beauty of  

democracy, because if  it was not, the wife of  the President and the wife of  the Vice-President 

would have no business coming to the House. “They knew that it was only through lobbying, 

not as you have described us before as a rubber stamp, that they would just give us 

instructions, maybe by their husbands, and we will get it done. It will be through lobbying 

and they participated in that lobbying with all humility.” “But I must say this lobbying was 

done a bit late. Yes, I want to say that. The lobbying – the advocacy for this – was supposed to 

have started longer than now. I say that without mincing words. You don't lobby two days to 

vote on a very important issue like this. “It goes beyond lobbying at the last minute. It takes a 

lot of  orientation. It takes a lot of  advocacy. It takes a lot of  sensitisation to enable people 

buy into this all-important agenda. You know why? (It is) because you cannot play down on 

our current issues with regard to emerging democracy, one of  which is our religious and 

cultural dispositions. These things play roles; they are part of  the society. “Our religion and 

our culture are part of  the society. It needs a lot of  advocacy by the civil society organisations 

and the women groups to push this agenda forward. It is a wonderful agenda but for people 

to buy into it, even from the constituents, not even the representatives; because Nigerians are 

shifting their focus to the representatives and the senators only.

 hear that on Tuesday there will be a celebration of  the International Women's Day. II ask Nigerian women, what are you celebrating? Other countries can celebrate 
their women, Nigeria cannot celebrate her women. “Take that particular day and 

demonstrate against the APC, which has refused to recognise women in this country. 
Don't go there and begin to dance; there is nothing to dance about until they recognise 
you. It is only when Nigeria recognises you that you can dance.” “The recent decision 
by the National Assembly to ignore the long-standing clamour for affirmative action for 
Nigerian women was contrary to the very high expectations of  forward-looking 
Nigerian men and women.” For me, I don't mind the quota the women are demanding 
and asking for; but if  for any reason such request will be  granted, such positions should  
be rotated and not given to the same known women who had ruled before or who have 
continued to take the space.” “We demand that the National Assembly puts the 
advancement of  women on the agenda by approving the relevant bills. We also call on 
the government to end practices that undermine the dignity of  women,” she said in 
reaction to the National Assembly's vote against bills seeking gender equality in the 
country. “The gender bills proposed in the amendment of  the Nigerian constitution 
sought to enhance the lives of  women and provide opportunities for them to participate 
fully in the political governance space and inclusive citizenship rights.  “The bills 
include special seats for women in the national and state houses of  assembly, expansion 
of  the scope of  citizenship by registration (citizenship to the foreign-born husband of  a 
Nigerian woman). “Also, affirmative action for women in political party administration 
(grant women 35 per cent affirmative action in party administration and leadership) 
and reserved quota for women (grant 35 per cent appointed positions to women).

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Failure of  Gender-related bill:
Lawmakers grandstand as Aisha Buhari,
Gov. Wike, Bishop Kukah, Groups fume

Lobbying came late; religion, culture
were factors – House Spokesman

KaluKaluKalu

Lawmakers’ decision disappointed
Nigerians – Aisha Buhari
Use Int'l women's day to protest
– Gov Wike
National Assembly lacks respect for
women – Group 

WikeWikeWikeAishaAishaAisha KukahKukahKukah
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the United hierarchy yet.

United are looking out 
for another permanent 
manager once more as they 
fight to secure a Champions 
League place next season.

“So far,  we 've  not 
s p o k e n  a b o u t  t h a t ,” 
Rangnick told Sky Sports.

“ N o t  w i t h  J o h n 

p to 10 parties are 

Uc o n s i d e r i n g 
making bids for 

Chelsea, with investment 
bankers working on the sale 
expecting most of  the 
interest to come from the 
United States of  America.

Russian, Chinese and 
Middle Eastern money has 
been behind the acquisition 
of  many English clubs over 

the past two decades but 
everything has changed 
s i n c e  t h e  C h i n e s e 
government's crackdown 
on foreign investment and 
R u s s i a ' s  i nva s i o n  o f  
Ukraine.

Instead, the majority of  
potential buyers of  Chelsea, 
who will register their 
interest with investment 
bank The Raine Group, are 
expected to be based in the 
States.

Current owner Roman 
Abramovich – who has set a 
£3billion asking price – 
wants to make sure the club 
is sold to someone or a 
group who will carry on his 
policy of  investing in the 
squad wi th  a  v iew to 
redeveloping Stamford 
Bridge or building a new 
stadium.

Abramovich has loaned 

Chelsea £1.5billion since he 
b o u g h t  t h e  c l u b  i n  a 
£140million deal in 2003. 
Chelsea's latest accounts 
show a turnover of  £416 
million and a loss of  £145m 
after tax for the year to 30 
June 2021.

Foreign secretary Liz 
Truss wants to sanction 
A b r a m o v i c h  b u t  t h e 
National Crime agency 

needs to prove a link to 
Vladimir Putin before the 
g ove r n m e n t  c a n  t a k e 
action.

Turkish bi l l ionaire 
Muhsin Bayrak says he is 
trying to buy Chelsea and 
although his spokesperson 
has told us he has made a 
bid, his claims are being 
v i e w e d  w i t h  s o m e 
scepticism.

Murtough or anyone else, 
we've not spoken about this 
topic over the last weeks 
and months since I've been 
here. I know my opinion, 
but so far, we've not spoken 
about that, so it's all I can 
tell you,” he said.

Ajax boss, Erik ten Hag 
is one of  the top managers 

that are favourites for the 
job at Old Trafford and his 
work at Ajax has won the 
admiration of  Rangnick.

“I don't know him to 
start with as a person, but 
I've seen how Ajax have 
developed since he's been 
there,” Rangnick added.

“I know about the work 

he did while he was at 
Bayern Munich and it's 
obvious he's one of  the top 
coaches in Europe but there 
are a few others.

“We've not spoken 
about any new manager so 
far and, therefore, we've not 
spoken about him.”

alf  Rangnick has Rspoken on some 
managerial options 

to take over from him on 
p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s  a t 
Manchester United.

e a l  M a d r i d Rmanage r,  Car lo 
A n c e l o t t i  h a s 

revealed how his team will 
approach their Champions 
League round of  16 second-
leg tie against Paris Saint-
Germain, on Wednesday in 
Spain.

R e c a l l  t h a t  P S G 
defeated Real Madrid 1-0 in 
the Champions League 
round of  16 first-leg in Paris 
last month.

But speaking during his 
post-match conference on 
S a t u r d a y  a f t e r  R e a l 
Madrid's LaLiga 4-1 victory 

against Real Sociedad, 
Ancelotti  said the Los 
Blancos would approach 
their Champions League tie 
against the French Ligue 1 
side by pressing from above.

According to him, Real 
Madrid will play Mauricio 
Pochettino's side as they did 
against Real Sociedad.

The Italian said, “I 
think we played very well 
[against Real Sociedad]. 
The plan was this, press 
from above. The plan went 
well. We did very well.

“Playing like this, we 
have a better chance of  

doing well on Wednesday.”
He added,  “Al l  o f  

Madrid believes more after 
this game. The idea of  going 
out at the end of  the game 
was born from the players 
because on Wednesday, the 
help of  the fans is essential.”

a z i o  c o a c h , LM a u r i z i o  S a r r i 
insists he had no 

problem working with 
Manchester United striker 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Sarri and Ronaldo had a 
season together at Juventus.

A f t e r  v i c t o r y  a t 
Cagliari, Sarri was asked 
about the Portuguese great: 
“Cristiano scored more 

Serie A goals in his season 
with me than any other.

“He was prepared to 
play centre-forward in a few 
games when we had an 
emergency situation, but he 
didn't much like the idea of  
doing it regularly.

“In those situations, 

you end up challenging the 
certainties that the player 
has. Ronaldo scored 35-40 
goals per season by starting 
from that wider position, so 
for him it was an almost 
absurd request. That is 
understandable for the way 
he plays.”

anchester City Mmanager  Pep 
Guardiola said 

the Premier League leaders 
will look to sign a striker in 
the close season as they 
s e e k  a  l o n g - t e r m 
replacement for record 
scorer Sergio Aguero.

Guardiola's side have 
p l a y e d  w i t h o u t  a 
recognised centre forward 
throughout the current 
campaign after Argentine 
Aguero left the club at the 
end of  the last campaign.

City also missed out 
with several attempts to 
sign England striker Harry 
Kane from Tottenham 
Hotspur.

“I think the club needs 

a  s t r iker,  de f in i te ly,” 
Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by the BBC ahead of  
Sunday's derby at home to 
Manchester United.

“You say  we  p lay 
fantastically well without a 
striker because we are 
winning. When we are not 
winning, you say we need a 
striker.”

City lead the table by 
t h r e e  p o i n t s  f r o m 
Liverpool but have an 
inferior goal difference 
c o m p a r e d  t o  J u r g e n 
Klopp's side.

Guardiola's team have 
netted 64 times in 27 games 
so far this season, seven 
fewer than Liverpool.

Aguero, who scored 

260 goals for City, left at the 
end of  last season to join 
Barcelona and the club 
failed with a succession of  
bids to sign Kane as his 
replacement.

City's Brazilian striker 
Gabriel Jesus has usually 
featured on the wing this 
season while they sold 
Ferran Torres, another 

forward who can play up 
front, to Barca in January.

“(You say) 'how do 
these guys play without a 
striker? In the Premier 
League you have to play 
wi th  a  s t r iker ' ,”  sa id 
Guardiola.

“So, we need a striker, I 
think the club is going to 
try.”

The German says he 
has an opinion on who 
should be the next manager 
a t  O l d  Tr a f f o r d ,  b u t 
maintained that those talks 
have not taken place with 
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EPL: I've seen what he's doing – Rangnick praises Ten Hag

Hag RangnickRangnickRangnick

Several parties now interested in buying
Chelsea – Report

Champions League: How we will
approach PSG in second leg – Ancelotti

Man City 'definitely' need to bring in striker
– Guardiola

Serie A: I never had problem with Ronaldo
– Sarri
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GuardiolaGuardiolaGuardiola

Ancelotti
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i ge r i an  s t r i ke r , 

NEmmanuel Dennis 
is the name on the 

lips of  every fan of  Watford 
n o w.   D e n n i s  e n d e d 
Watford's three-month wait 
for a victory last week as Roy 
Hodgson celebrated his first 
win in charge on the road at 
Aston Villa.

The Hornets arrived at 
Villa Park in the midst of  the 
longest current winless run 
in the Premier League, 
having picked up just two 
points in the 11 matches that 
f o l l o w e d  N o v e m b e r ' s 
memorable win against 
Manchester United.

H o d g s o n  r e p l a c e d 
Claudio Ranieri during that 
bleak run and secured his 
first victory as Watford 
m a n a g e r  o n  S a t u r d ay 
afternoon as Dennis headed 
home a cross from Ismaila 
Sarr to seal a 1-0 triumph.

Steven Gerrard – who 
played under Hodgson with 
Liverpool and England – 
was left frustrated by the 
well-drilled visitors, who 
held firm during a lively Villa 
start in which Danny Ings 
saw penalty appeals against 
Samir turned down.

But Villa huffed and 
puffed without seriously 
threatening Ben Foster's 
goal, with opposite number 
Emiliano Martinez having 
far more to do.

T h e  A r g e n t i n a 
international would only be 
beaten in the 78th minute as 
Dennis headed home a fine 
cross from Sarr – the first 
goal of  the Hodgson era and 
a winning one at that.

Before this dramatic win 
Dennis has been on top of  
his game. He was crowned 
the winner of  both the Stake 
Player of  the Month and 
Goal of  the Month awards 
for December.

The in-form forward hit 
the ground running during 
the first half  of  his maiden 
Premier League season and 
has now clinched the Player 
of  the Month gong for the 
t h i r d  t i m e  ( A u g u s t , 
November and December).

I n  t h e  P O T M 
competition the Nigeria 
international was positioned 
against Men's teammate 
M o u s s a  S i s s o k o,  a n d 
Golden Girls Emma Beckett 
and Georgie Ferguson.

Despite the postponed 
games and the strong group 
of  nominees, Dennis was 
able to maintain his form 
taking his tally for this 
season to eight goals with 

to be a priest'. I was 13 or 14
“I was growing up and I 

was good at football and 
everyone was telling me, 'you 
should  be  a  footbal ler 
because you play really 
good'. And my family were 
like, 'no he needs to go to 
school'. And then they were 
like 'OK…' and they pushed 
me and I'm here.”

On wanting Ranieri to 
take him to Salt Bae's Nusr-
Et when Watford keeps a 
clean sheet: “He promised 
for every clean sheet a 
dinner. And I walked up to 
him after the Manchester 
United game and said, 'you 
need to pay for dinner' and 
he said, 'it wasn't a clean 
sheet!' I said, 'you're lucky 
but we'll try next week to 
keep a clean sheet so you can 
pay for dinner'. A very 
expensive one! I like meat, so 
it's going to be Salt Bae…that 
one's expensive.

On why he no longer 
supports Arsenal: “I used to 
be an Arsenal fan. I like Cesc 
Fabregas. But I'm no more 
an Arsenal fan. I was so 
m u c h  i n t o  A r s e n a l 
sometimes I could cry when 
they lose. That wasn't good 
for me.

“So I was like, 'nah, I'm 
going to stick to myself  and 
don't care much because it's 
not good for my health'. It's 
just me and myself  right 
now.”

Dennis is movie freak 
and one of  his favourites is 
'Home Alone,' the block 
buster Christmas film. “I like 
to clown around with my 
friends, make jokes, and 
tease people. I like to laugh 
and joke around with my 
friends. I like to have fun, 
watch movies  with my 
f r i ends  and  be  happy. 
Another is 'Blue Streak' 
starring Martin Lawrence.”

three more strikes against 
Chelsea, Brentford and West 
Ham United.

In the Goal of  the Month 
category, the 24-year-old 
faced tough competition 
with three other wonderful 
str ikes over the fest ive 
period.

With two composed 
finishes in the running for 
the plaudits, it would be the 
latter against West Ham, 
Watford's final goal of  2021 
that would secure Dennis' 
title.

The forward produced a 
fantastic move to find the top 
corner with his left foot, 
dribbling past West Ham's 
centre-backs to release a 
devastating finish into the 
opposite corner.

For a player so endow 
with skill and power, Dennis, 
in a recent interview has said 
football was never his first 
choice of  career.

The rave of  the moment 
revealed that his dream was 
to become a priest when he 
was younger and not a 
footballer.

In an exclusive interview 
with Sky Sports, Dennis 
discussed life at Watford, his 
rise to become a Premier 
League player – and how, 
when he was a young boy in 
Nigeria, his ambition was to 
be a priest.

From dreams of  being a 
priest to becoming a player: 
“No, I never dreamed of  
being a professional football 
player. I wanted to be a priest 
but today I'm a baller.

“I grew up in a family 
that believes so much in 
God, and going to church. 
As a young boy I'd go to 
church and admire the priest 
and I was like, 'yeah, I want 
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My dream was to become a priest
– Emmanuel Dennis

Folarin Balogun, shuns
Nigeria, England, set
to commit to USA

r s e n a l  s t r i k e r, 

AFolarin Balogun, is 
w e i g h i n g  u p 

c o m m i t t i n g  h i s 
international future to the 
USA.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Football.London, the 20-

r y s t a l  P a l a c e 

Cs t a r l e t ,  T a y o 
Adaramola  has 

described his first senior 
start in the FA Cup against 
Stoke City last Tuesday, as 
a great feeling.

The match ended 2-1 
in favour of  Palace with the 
18-year-old, who is eligible 
to play for Nigeria and 
Republic of  Ireland.

The defender said: “It 
was an amazing feeling. A 
feeling I'll never forget. I'm 
just happy I could do this 
with my family and friends 
around me too. It's a happy 
moment for me and a 
happy moment for the 
Academy as well.

Adaramola noted that 
he enjoyed the support of  
Palace midfielder Jairo 
Riedewald who prepared 
him for the step-up to the 
first-team.

“Jairo – what a great 
guy. He took me under his 
wing as soon as I came here 
so I'm really happy for him. 
He went  through the 
Academy in Ajax so he 
knows how it can be for a 
young player when they 
come up.

“He talks to them and 
he tries to guide us young 
boys when we come up.”

Adaramola says he 
hopes he can build on a first 
start and gain some more 
minutes this season.

“I'll take it as a first 
game,” he said. “It's steady 
progress, and hopefully I 
can build on that and try to 
get more games and play 
more, get more minutes 

and get more games.
“I think this is a great 

g a m e  a g a i n s t  a 
Championship club, so 
hopefully I can show that if  
I  c a n  p l ay  a g a i n s t  a 
Championship club, I can 
play against a Premier 
L e a g u e  c l u b.  I t  w a s 
enjoyable.

arce lona  s t r i ke r BP i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang has 

had a swipe at Arsenal 
following his move last 
month.

The striker signed a 
three-and-a-half  year deal at 
the Nou Camp on February 
2, having left the Gunners 
by mutual consent the day 
before.

“Things are going very 
w e l l  w i t h  X a v i , ” 
Aubameyang told Bein 
Sports France. “He is a 
legend and will contribute 
many things to the club.

“Barca deserves to be in 
front and I am very happy 
there because I am at home. 
I'm Spanish for my mother's 
sake.

“My grandfather was 
from Atletico and I just 
hope that wherever he is, he 
will be proud of  me for 
playing in the league.

“The league is a good 
competition for me because 
it allows me to utilise my 
qualities.

“When you enter Camp 
N o u  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g ! 
Another dimension. I really 
enjoy it.”

“The conditions were 

perfect football weather. 

The rain was getting in my 

eyes – my hair products 

were getting in my eyes, 

that was the only problem! 

I t  wa s  g o o d  fo o tba l l 

weather.”

year-old has most-recently 
appeared for England-
under-21's, but he has also 
represented the USA at 
under-18's level.

He is set to follow in the 
footsteps of  former Arsenal 
star Yunus Musah – who 

also switched allegiance to 
the USA.

Balogun is also eligible 
to represent Nigeria.

He was born in New 
York City before moving to 
England when he was two-
years-old.

At the age of  eight he 
was scouted and signed for 
Arsenal's academy after 
previously trialling for the 
club's North London rivals – 
Tottenham.

He s igned h is  f i r s t 
professional contract at the 
beginning of  2019 and made 
his Premier League debut in 
Arsenal's 2-0 defeat to 
Brentford on the opening 
day of  the season.

Alexandre Lacazette, 
Gabriel Martinelli  and 
Eddie Nketiah have been 
the Gunners' first-choice 
attacking options this year, 
leaving l i t t le room for 
Balogun – who was loaned 
out to Middlesbrough in 
January.

Tayo Adaramola: Making first
senior start was amazing

Barcelona is my home
– Aubameyang declares

Balogun vs Tottenham in the FA CupBalogun vs Tottenham in the FA CupBalogun vs Tottenham in the FA Cup DennisDennisDennis

AdaramolaAdaramolaAdaramola
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ow,  t h a t  t h e  2 0 2 3 

Ngeneral election is few 
months away from now, 

following the recent presidential 
assent to the amended Electoral 
bill 2022, which caused the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), to do re-
fixing dates for the 2023 election, 
in line with the provisions of  the 
new act. The usual intrigues of  
drama, deceits and blunders are 
gradually climbing to crescendo 
with many Nigerians awash with 
their antics waiting for the 
u n f o l d i n g  " N wa - e k e l e b e " 
dancing steps and vapourative 
rhetoric movies and its eventual 
showdown.

In this coming politheatrical 
show, characters and roles will 
certainly change; for instance, 
some of  the characters who 
played gubernatorial, Senatorial, 
National or State Assembly 
aspirant roles in the last general 
election may wish to change 
r o l e s  t h i s  t i m e  b a s e d  o n 
conviction, convenience or 
desperation. 

Yes! The desperation drive 
of  politicians to return for 
another tenure by all means 
enacts the gravest danger to the 
integrity and success elections.

Ironically, some Nigerian 
politicians see the game as a 
physical do-or-die contest and as 
such deploy all arsenals of  
warfare towards winning it at all 
cost, while some others believe, it 
is a spiritual battle and as such 
go-seeking the services of  the 
gods via her agents yet their 
common faith revolves round the 
fact that politics is a game of  
number forcing the politicians to 
s e e k  o r  l o b b y  f o r  vo t e r s 
acceptance causing them to 
engage in all manner of  intrigues 
including dramatic and comic, 
fake and deceitful lifestyle in 
the i r  campa ign  ac t iv i t i e s 
currently charging.

Some political folks utterly 
go crazy during campaigns and 
elections. The moment election 
season looms, it will seem like 
bolts are gaping inside their 
heads,; and they begin irregular 
behaviours accompanied by 

will win him enemies rather than 
friends. 

E l  R u f a i ,  i s  w r o n g l y 
r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  wa r n i n g 
“foreign powers” who may have 
b e e n  e n g a g e d  b y  s o m e 
politicians to interfere with the 
2019 general elections to jettison 
the idea because, “they would go 
back in body bags.” A statement 
he made, while speaking during 
an NTA Live programme on a 
Tuesday evening.

Apparently, his unrestricted, 

Obaseki, as they were both spotted 
severally enjoying their boiled corn 
food, publicly on the streets of  
Edo.

In a similar development, the 
former governor of  River State and 
t h e  p r e s e n t  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Transportation, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi, during one of  his 
electioneering campaigns jumped 
into the street saloons to plait 
ladies hair as if  he is down-to-
earth, unassuming, classless, 
humane and most serviceable. 
Quite an intriguing comic display 
to deceive the gullible!

In like manner, the present 
Lagos State governor, Babajide 
Olusola Sanwo-Olu, also during 
his campaigns then jumped into a 
saloon in Lagos then, to fix a 
woman's hair. In one or two other 
occasions, his running mate, Dr 
Obafemi Hamzat, joined him feign 
learning class, on how to repair 
mobile phones at the computer 
village.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e 
politicians within our political field 
who have engaged in one comic 
drama or the other; the wife of  the 
nation's President, Aisha Buhari, 
was during one her campaigns for 
her hubby return for second tenure 
spotted in a photograph that spread 
online, helping a roadside woman 
to fry akara. Former President 
Jonathan also had his picture 
printed on some packaged foods 
items that were distributed widely 
then,

Former Osun State Governor, 
Rauf  Aregbesola, is also in the 
gauge, as he spotted in a picture 
that went viral, wearing the same 
school uniform with the students 
in one of  the schools within the 
state, when he allegedly went to 
commission the school's newly 
constructed building.

Very unfortunately, dating 
from 1999, we have had over 20 
years of  unbroken civilian rule that 
have continually produced what 
could be described as a “mournful 
democracy” 

However, the permit for this 
unfolding show is the Permanent 
voters card (PVC). We are waiting 
for loading drama show.

dangerously inf lammatory 
s ta tements   or  r id iculous 
comments capable of  infuriating 
opponents or overheating  the 
political turf, just like the present 
K a d u n a  S t a t e  G ove r n o r, 
Mallam Nasir El Rufai, who is 
notoriously blunt and verbally 
pugnacious,  throwing tantrums 
a n d  d r u m b e a t  o f  wa r  a t 
perceived opponents without 
recurs  to  c iv i l i ty  and the 
sensitivities of  polite society or 
avoid actions and reactions that 

d i s o r d e r l y  a n d 
u n s a v o u r y 
vituperations have, no 
doubt caused him, his 
hither to jol ly good 
relationship with many 
Nigerian compatriots 
who now, bitterly resent 
h i s  ab ra s ive  s ty l e, 
insensitive utterances 
a n d  c o n t r o ve r s i a l 
dispositions.

S o m e  o t h e r s 
a b s o l u t e l y  g o  t h e 
deceitfully dramatic 
w a y ;  w e a r i n g  t h e 
comedic garb just to 
craftily display fake and 
virtual lifestyles aimed 
at deceiving the poor 
masses into believing 
that if  voted into power, 
they will not observe 
t h e  s o c i a l  a n d 
e c o n o m i c  c l a s s 
d i f f e r ences  o r  gab 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
government players and 
the ordinary people.

On the theatrical 
lounge are the likes of   
former governor of  Imo 
State and the present 
Senator representing 
I m o  We s t ,  Ro c h a s 
Okorocha, had during 
h i s  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g 
campaign in 2011 and 
2015, roamed the streets 
of  Owerri, roasting 
corn and eating Akara 
( B e a n s  F r i t t e r s ) , 
carrying babies up and 
down as if  he is a very 
p a s s i o n a t e  B a b y 
Caregiver. At a point, he 
wooed the the civil 

servants especially the teachers 
with black & white uniform 
allowance of  ten thousand naira 
(10,000) and another for the 
Christmas rice, which came only 
once in his 8 years in office.

And, when his Edo State 
counterpart Adams Oshiomole, 
discovered the drama worked the 
m a g i c  f o r  O k o r o c h a ,  h e 
(Oshiomole) quickly deployed 
the method in his State to secure 
the  gover norsh ip  win  for 
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Onward 2023: Politicians begin "Nwa-ekelebe"
dance of deceit and blunder
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Okorocha roasting corn as election tactic on roadside while carrying a babyOkorocha roasting corn as election tactic on roadside while carrying a babyOkorocha roasting corn as election tactic on roadside while carrying a baby

NDLEA recovers 294,440
tramadol tabs, others in Delta,
Bauchi, Lagos

Fuel scarcity: SERAP tells
Buhari to probe spending on
refineries, bad fuel 


