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Don’t set Abia
on fire – T.A Orji
warns PDP

Abia 2023:
Abaribe spits fire
...Says he must become governor

Enugu community drags
lawmaker to ICPC over
N24m alleged fraud
Police extortion: Group urges
NURTW to join protest How fear of

warning letter
caused confusion
in Umuahia

55-year-old man
rapes minor

OrjiOrjiOrji

AbaribeAbaribeAbaribe

Qatar 2022: Nigeria
loses out to Ghana
in Abuja

he Black Stars of  Ghana are on their way to Qatar for Tthe World Cup in November at the expense of  
Nigeria’s Super Eagles after playing out a 1-1 draw in 

Abuja yesterday, qualifying on the away goal rule with the first 
leg in Kumasi ending in a goalless draw. The Super Eagles who 
have appeared six times at the World Cup will sit this one out 
and hope to build towards the next edition in four years time.



... As NRM party vows to sack
PDP from Abia in 2023
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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he National Rescue 
Mission (NRM) has 
successfully con-

ducted its State congress 
in Abia State, with a vow 
to end alleged misrule of  
Abia State by the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

This, the party said, 
would be achieved by 

sacking the umbrella party 
from the Abia State gov-
ernment house by defeat-
ing it in elections.

Addressing journalists 
after the congress held on 
Monday at Joeline Hotel, 
Umuahia, the  hairman 
of  NRM, Joseph Ulu ex-
plained that all new State 
working committee exec-
utives were elected unop-
posed and affirmed by all  

Anambra NRM candidate decamps 
to APGA with party faithful
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

F
ormer National Res-
cue Movement Can-
didate in the last 

Anambra State Novem-
ber 6, 2021 governorship 
election, Afam Ezenwafor 
(Afamation) on Wednes-
day, joined the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA). 

Also some members of  
the party who are loyal to 
the governorship aspirant, 
friends and supporters also 
decamped to join APGA.

Speaking to the press 
at Ward II Ekwulobia, 
Aguata Local Govern-
ment Area where the event 
took place, he explained 

that “my decision to join 
APGA is informed by the 
similarities in philosophy 
and ideology between the 
Governor of  Anambra 
State Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo and I”.

Expatiating on the 
above assertion, he fur-
ther explained that “I 
have carefully observed, 
followed and monitored 
the activities and speech-
es of  Prof. Soludo since 
he was declared winner 
of  the November 6, 2021 
gubernatorial election, he 
has demonstrated a clear 
roadmap, rare courage, 
boldness, strong will, com-
mitment and the readiness 
to reposition the state”. 

It will be recalled that 

Afam Ezenwafor’s criti-
cisms against the planned 
procurement of  Prado 
SUVs as official vehicles 
for the members of  the 
State House of  Assembly 
by the Willie Obiano’s 
administration, promoted 
the purchase of  Innoson 
Vehicles by the state gov-
ernment for its officials, 
traditional rulers, and se-
curity agencies in the state.

According to Hon Afam 
, Prof. Soludo’s resolution 
to adopt Innoson brand 
as his official vehicle is 
exemplary. He also noted 
that Prof. Soludo being 
“inspired by the examples 
of  M. I. Okpara” and his 
charge to “leave the so-
ciety better than you met 

it” as contained in his 
keynote speech delivered 
at the school of  politics, 
policy and governance 
(SPPG) first graduation 
ceremony for the pioneer 
class of  2021 entitled “The 
Purpose and Price of  Dis-
ruptive Change” are very 

instructive. 
According to the leader 

of  the Afamation Move-
ment “all these aligned 
with my personal decision 
and our vision in the Afa-
mation Movement. I have 
expressed my resolve to 
join hands in repositioning 

our dear state. What has 
happened here today, is 
witnessed across the coun-
try where many members 
of  the Afamation Move-
ment that have elected to 
join APGA after due con-
sultations are doing so”.

Only youth employment can control
insecurity in Nigeria, says Eze-elect
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Eze-elect of  Afara-
ta Ibeku community 
in Umuahia North 

LGA of  Abia State, Dr. Fe-
lix Osquard Onwukwe has 
identified unemployment 
and economic depression 
among the younger genera-
tion as the reason for rising 
insecurity in Nigeria.

Dr Onwukwe who made 
this observation during his 
presentation at Umuahia 
North LGA headquarters 
as Eze-elect by his people, 
advised Nigerian leaders to 
invest in human capital to 
utilise untapped resources 
in the Nigerian citizenry.

On importance of  culture 
to the stability of  communi-
ties, Dr Onwukwe lamented 
that the advent of  computer 
and social media have neg-
atively affected the growth 
of  Igbo culture, especially 
Igbo language, adding that 
Igbo language and culture 
are presently under threat of  
external erosion.

He equally  advised par -
ents and all  concerned 
authorities to ensure that 
the Igbo vernacular was 
not allowed to die soon, as 
predicted by the United Na-
tions.

The Eze-elect who prom-
ised to provide his kinsmen 
with quality leadership, 
pledged to provide employ-
ment for his youths even as 

he assured that his subjects 
would be carried along in 
every important decision he 
would take, as their Eze.

He explained that he left 
his job overseas to return 
to serve his people as the 
traditional ruler, promising 
that Afarata Ibeku would 
witness uncommon trans-
formation under his leader-
ship.

Receiving the Eze-elect 
in his office, the executive 
Chairman of  Umuahia 
North LGA, Hon Ugo-
chukwu Njinkonye advised 

Dr Felix Osquard Onwuk-
we to rule his people with 
the fear of  God.

The LGA Chairman also 
cautioned him against listen-
ing to sycophants who are 
in the business of  causing 
problems in communities.

Njinkonye however, ex-
pressed the expectations 
that with the exposure , ex-
perience and administrative 
records of  the Eze-elect, 
Afarata Ibeku would wit-
ness a new era in develop-
ment.

party delegates  present at 
the congress.

Ulu said the new execu-
tives emerged from a trans-
parent exercise conducted 
in line with the constitu-
tion of  National Rescue 
Mission.

He expressed joy at the 
signing into law of  Elec-
toral Act by President Mo-
hammadu Buhari, noting 
that his party would capi-
talise on the new Electoral 
Act to defeat acclaimed 
big political parties.

The Abia NRM Chair-
man declared, “ The man-
date of  this party is to 
capture Abia government 
house. The days of  mon-
eybags politics are gone. 
The power of  incumben-
cy used to rig elections in 
the past has ended by the 
signing of  Electoral Act by 
President Mohammadu 
Buhari. That is the best 
thing he has done for Ni-
gerians.”

He lamented the terrible 
condition of  Abia State 
occasioned by bad lead-
ership but assured Abians 
that their days of  freedom 
are here 

“People are tired of  PDP 
and APC. For NRM to 
survive de-registration by 
INEC shows how strong 
and relevant we are.” Ulu 
tasked the new party exec-
utives on the task of  taking 
over the rulership of  Abia, 
warning them against in-
dulging in anti-party activ-
ities.

On sale of  nomination 
forms, the party Chairmen 
said forms would be made 
available after the national 
congress of  NRM.

Zoning formula: Don’t set Abia on fire 
- T. A. Orji  cautions Abia PDP
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
ormer Governor of  
Abia State, Senator 
Theodore Orji has 

cautioned his party, the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) against tampering 
with the peace of  the State, 
with poor handling of  zon-
ing matters for 2023.

The Senator in a state-
ment he issued on Monday, 
reiterated his earlier stance 
that the Abia North Sena-
torial zone should produce 
the next Governor of  Abia, 
in respect to equity, rota-

tion and for the interest of  
peace.

The ex-Governor who 
was reacting to the recent 
zoning of  Governorship 
seat to Abia Central and 
Abia North Senatorial dis-
tricts by Abia PDP, con-
demned the zoning of  pow-
er to two zones at the time.

His reaction read as fol-
lows, “My Attention has 
been drawn to the news on 
social media platforms and 
handles concerning Abia 
State governorship and 
where it is zoned to.

Let me state categorically 
clear that my earlier posi-

tion on the subject matter 
remains sacrosanct and un-
ambiguous.

 Orji went on, “All those 
working to set Abia State on 
fire should  toe the path of  
peace, do a rethink and sus-
tain the peace we have been 
savouring as God’s Own 
State.”

It would be recalled that 
Senator Orji had during a 
stakeholders’ meeting he 
hosted recently, advised that 
the next Governor of  Abia 
State should come from 
Abia North Senatorial dis-
trict, in respect to the spirit 
of  rotation and equity.

APC convention:
ADC urges aggrieved 
members to join party

F
ollowing the just 
concluded National 
Convention of  the 

All Progressive Congress 
(APC), some aggrieved 
members of  APC in Imo 
State have met with some 
of  their counterparts in 
PDP, SDP, AA and few 
other political parties in 
the state in a bid to for-
mally decamp to the Afri-
can Democratic Congress 
(ADC) Imo State.

Some of  the aggrieved 
stakeholders who have 
approached the leader-
ship of  ADC in Imo State 
have instructed many of  
their loyalist and support-
ers to move en-masse to 
ADC as their advance 
team.

In a statement signed by 
the ADC Imo State, Sec-
retary, Mr. Charles Oko-
ro, it noted that the said 
aggrieved party leaders 
who approached the lead-
ership of  ADC in Imo 

State said that they have 
decided to quit their for-
mer parties because of  the 
rein of  impunity and lack 
of  effective party man-
agement skills which may 
likely make it very difficult 
for their former respective 
parties to win elections 
in the forthcoming State 
House of  Assembly and 
National Assembly elec-
tions in the State in 2023.

Consequent upon the 
above, the leadership of  
the African Democrat-
ic Congress (ADC) Imo 
State has encouraged oth-
er good and patriotic peo-
ple of  Imo State that “our 
doors are open to receive 
people who are willing 
and determine to salvage 
Imo State and change the 
narrative of  governance in 
the state so as to save Im-
olites from insecurity, eco-
nomic hardship and abject 
poverty which is ravaging 
the state”.

Ikpeazu appoints Olugu Ugba as 
new Deputy Chief of Staff
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bout one year after 
he lost his friend 
and former Dep-

uty Chief  of  Staff, Abia 
State Governor, Dr. Okez-
ie Ikpeazu, has approved 
the appointment of  Barr 
Olugu  Kalu Ugba as the 
new  Deputy Chief  of  
Staff  (DCOS) to his gov-
ernment.

The new Deputy Chief  
of  Staff  is to replace late 
Chief  Ukpai Agwu who 
died in 2021. 

In a statement signed by 
Barr Chris Ezem, Secre-
tary to Abia State govern-

ment (SSG), the Gover-
nor also appointed  Engr. 
Agu Ndukwe Orji as  new 
General Manager of  Abia 
State Road Maintenance 
Agency (ABROMA).

The statement said the 
two appointments took 
immediate effect. The of-
fice of  the Deputy Chief  
of  staff  to Abia State 
government has been va-
cant since March, 2021 
after the death of  Chief  
Ukpai Agwu Ukpai, who 
died two days after lead-
ing PDP to victory during 
Aba North/ Aba South 
federal constituency, 
where Chimaobi Ebisike 
defeated Hon. Mascot 
Uzor Kalu.
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Advertorial

FelicitationFelicitationFelicitation

I, Clan Chief (Prof) Chimezie Kingsley 

(Ebubemba Ikeduru) and my family 

heartily felicitate with Hon. Callistus 

Mbaoma on his 17th Wedding 

Anniversary.

Of a truth, your marriage has brought 

succour to humanity and has become a 

benchmark of how to live a blissful 

marital conjugality. 

We wish you many more years of 

fruitful marriage.

Congratulations!!!

Clan Chief (Prof) Chimezie Kingsley

(Ebubemba Ikeduru) 

Signed:
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Editorial

Breaking gender bias 
in Nigeria’s politics
T

he preference for male 
candidates is often influenced 
by public perceptions of 

women in political leadership. 
It is improbable that parties will 
select female candidates if public 
perception of women’s leadership is 
maintained. 

As long as the electoral fortunes of 
political parties are not threatened by 
low levels of women representation 
on party lists, achieving the 2030 
agenda on gender equality remains 
a mirage. Therefore, breaking the 
negative bias against women in 
politics requires a new political 
socialisation and mobilisation 
strategy that eliminates the prejudices 
against women in politics through 
gender-specific political education, 
deliberate appointment and election 
of women into top party leadership 
positions and parliamentary seats, 
and lastly, recruitment of women 
into party leadership.

Bias manifests in other eligibility 
requirements that impede women’s 
candidacy, such as selection based 
on an individual’s loyalty and 
service to the party, financial status, 
leadership experience, and ethnic 
identity. These requirements have 
gendered consequences. Some parties 
impose high membership fees and 
prohibitive fees for certain elective 
positions. Other parties require 
aspirants to obtain life membership 
of the party to qualify for the party 
nomination. These high costs, 
coupled with a deeply entrenched 
system of clientele politics endanger 
the political aspirations of women 
who are adjudged to be economically 
disadvantaged and with limited 
access to patronage networks.

Breaking the negative bias 
against women in politics requires 
a new political socialisation and 
mobilisation strategy that eliminates 
the prejudices against women in 
politics through gender-specific 
political education, deliberate 
appointment and election of women 
into top party leadership positions 
and parliamentary seats.

Amidst the overwhelming bias 
against women, some political 
parties design special interventions 
to promote women’s candidacy, such 

as special gender quotas financial 
waivers, and campaign support.

Where informal rules supersede 
formal selection criteria, female 
candidates encounter difficulty 
securing party nominations. The 
absence of clear rules creates tensions 
on how seats are allocated within 
parties. It makes the candidate 
selection process fluid and susceptible 
to capture.

According to UN Women, “women 
face several obstacles to participating 
in political life. Structural barriers 
through discriminatory laws and 
institutions still limit women’s 
options to run for office.” 

There is no doubt that women’s 
political participation, not limited 
to their role as electorates enriches 
democracy and also pushes for more 
dividends of democracy to citizens 
and children across religious and 
ethnic lines. This is however lacking 
in Nigeria which has a National 
Assembly that portrays a picture of an 
unbalanced legislature that recently 
dimmed the light on gender-equality 
bills that could pave a way for more 
women in office. 

In Nigeria’s 23 years of 
uninterrupted democracy, women 
have not ferried well. High-rate 
gender disparity, fueled by patriarchy 
in the country’s multi-ethnic 
and deeply religious setting have 
continued to impede women from 
holding political leadership. 

However, some political parties 
have been giving female politician 
an edge through the waving of party 
nomination forms but many women 
politicians argue that consensus 
and zoning of political offices have 
often been used against women and 
this renders incentives such as free 
nomination forms useless.

To lessen gender disparities in 
party politics, parties are encouraged 
to uphold transparency and 
accountability in candidate selection. 
The credibility of a party’s candidate 
selection process impacts the level 
of electoral success a party achieves. 
Clear guidelines and regulations 
on party management, selection 
processes, and safeguarding gender 
inclusivity are integral to breaking 
the bias against women in politics.
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Nigerian gender bills and lessons 
from other African countries

I
nternational Women’s Day 
is celebrated on March 8th 
in many countries across 

the world. It represents a time 
to rally support for women’s 
rights and participation in 
the political and economic 
arena and as well celebrate 
women’s achievements. This 
year’s theme, Gender equality 
today for a sustainable 
tomorrow, creates the impetus 
to examine the opportunities 
and constraints to empower 
women/girls to have a voice, 
be equal players in decision-
making on climate change for 
a sustainable future.

This year’s celebration is 
quite remarkable in Nigeria. 
Apparently, the country’s 
Constitution was going 
through an amendment 
before the National Assembly. 
Significantly, several Civil 
Society Organisations 
have been lobbying for the 
amendment to include five 
gender-related issues dubbed 
“gender bills.” These are 
the granting of  citizenship 
to foreign-born husbands of  
Nigerian women; women can 
take up the indigeneship of  
their husband’s state after five 
years of  marriage; reservation 
of  35 per cent seats in both 
National Assembly and state 
Houses of  Assembly for 
women; reservation of  35 per 
cent of  appointive political 
positions to women; and 
through affirmative action, 
ensure that women occupy 
35 per cent of  political party 
positions.

Despite intense lobbying 
of  the National Assembly 
by the CSOs, including the 
appearance of  the First 
and Second ladies of  the 
country, the gender bills 
were rejected. The CSOs 
protested across the country. 
Eventually, the House of  
Representatives promised to 
reconsider the first three bills 
as stated above. Whilst we are 
awaiting further actions by 
the National Assembly, this 
write-up seeks to analyse the 
‘gender bills’ in the context 
of  similar provisions in 
our sister African countries 
Constitution and the impact 
on progressive development.

Many African constitutions 
included gender-specific 
provisions.

In East Africa, the Kenyan 
Constitution 2010 provides, 
not more than two-thirds of  
the members of  an elective 
or appointive body shall be 

of  the same gender ( Article 
27 (8). 47 seats are reserved 
for women in the National 
Assembly, each from one 
county (Article 97 (1) (b). In 
the Rwandan Constitution 
(2003 amended in 2015), 
women are to occupy at 
least 30 per cent of  positions 
in decision making organs 
(Article 10 (4); 24 seats are 
reserved for women at the 
Chamber of  Deputies (Article 
75 (2); at least 30 per cent 
of  elected and appointed 
Senators must be women 
(Article 80).

Five of  the countries 
in North Africa have 
constitutions guaranteeing 
women’s representation. For 

instance in Tunisia, the 2014 
Constitution “guarantees 
women’s representation in all 
elected bodies (Article 34); 
“work to attain parity between 
women and men in elected 
Assemblies” and grantees 
equality of  opportunities 
between men and women to 
have access to all levels of  
responsibility in all domains 
(Article 46).

There is either a legislative 
or voluntary party quota in 
the South African region. The 
South African dominant party 
African National Congress 
adopted a voluntary quota 
for women’s representation 
which is as high as 50 per 
cent. According to the Local 

progressive development. A 
study showed that allocation 
of  resources is more effective 
and ultimately produces 
superior human development 
outcomes in countries 
where women are more 
broadly represented. This 
is characterised by women 
favouring a redistributive 
agenda, spending more on 
children’s education, social 
services and health (I. Clot-
Figueras, Women in Politics, 
Evidence from Indian States, 
2011). More of  the welfare 
state theory in capitalist 
democracies suggests an 
association between gender 
representation and social 
spending (C. Bolzendahl 
and C. Brook, Women’s 
Political Representation and 
Welfare State Spending in 
12 Capitalist Democracies, 
2007).

Consequently, this is 
the time to break the bias 
and remove every iota 
of  discrimination. The 
gender bill’s provisions are 
already in several African 
constitutions. The “giant” 
of  Africa should amend the 
Nigerian Constitution in a 
similar direction. There is 
no gainsaying that women 
are half  of  this country’s 
population, hence, it is only 
logical to have proportional 
gender inclusion in both the 
public and private spheres. 
Arguably, the amendment 
of  the constitution to 
reflect the “gender bills” 
is still formal equality. 
Robust implementation 
will eventually translate to 
substantive equality in the 
nearest future

Opinion 

By Iyabode Ogunniran

Government Act, in elections 
to local councils, parties must 
ensure that 50 per cent of  
the candidates are women 
(African Women’s Decade 
2010-2020). In the Central 
African Region, Burundi, 
the Central African Republic 
and Congo have introduced 
gender quotas. In Burundi, a 
gender quota of  30 per cent 
applies to National Assembly, 
Senate, ministerial positions 
and government institutions. 
Also, a gender quota of  35 
per cent applies to both public 
and private spheres in Congo 
(African Women’s Decade 
2010-2020). For West Africa, 
the electoral laws of  both 
Liberia and Mali stipulate that 
parties shall submit a list of  
candidates with at least 30 per 
cent women representation. 
Similarly, the Senegal 
Electoral Law mandates a 
gender quota for legislative, 
regional, municipal and rural 
elections (African Women’s 
Decade 2010-2020).

The significance of  
women’s representations 
in these countries is 
encompassing and beneficial. 
First, it brings to front-burner 
issues of  concern to women 
such as Sexual Gender-
Based Violence, reproductive 
rights, access to land, loans, 
inheritance, climate change, 
etc. Secondly, it enables 
women’s perspectives on 
legislation and diverse sectors 
of  the economy. Invariably, 
this translates to gender 
mainstreaming into policies, 
strategies and National Plans 
of  Action.  The third is that 
researchers have linked broad 
women’s representation and 

Consequently, this is the time to 
break the bias and remove every 
iota of discrimination. The gender 

bill’s provisions are already in several 
African constitutions. The “giant” of 
Africa should amend the Nigerian 

Constitution in a similar direction. There 
is no gainsaying that women are half 
of this country’s population, hence, 

it is only logical to have proportional 
gender inclusion in both the public 
and private spheres. Arguably, the 
amendment of the constitution to 

reflect the “gender bills” is still formal 
equality. Robust implementation will 
eventually translate to substantive 

equality in the nearest future

“

Senate president, Ahmed Lawan Speaker, House of  Reps., Gbajabiamila
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he   President of  the TC h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

N i ge r i a ,  Rev.  S a m s o n 
Ayokunle, has criticised the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities and the Federal 
G ove r n m e n t  ove r  t h e 
ongoing strike by lecturers 
across universities in the 
country. 

He said ASUU was 
impatient and disrespected 
him and the Sultan of  
S o k o t o ,  A l h a j i  S a a d 
Abubakar, by going ahead 
with the str ike despite 
wading into the matter. 

 Ayokunle said the 
Nigerian Inter-Religious 
Council, which they both 
chair, would have left ASUU 
to continue but for the future 
of  the affected students. 

The CAN chairman 
spoke during the first quarter 
meeting of  the council with 
the theme 'Education for 
peace and nation building' in 
Abuja.

He said, “For me, I am 
not pleased enough with 
ASUU because they were 
impatient. I am the co-
chairman and others went to 
meet with them (ASUU), 
instead of  them to be patient 
with us to know how to get 
the government to commit 
itself, they went ahead with 
the strike again while our 
intervention was going on. 

“To me, that was not 
respectful enough; that was 
the reason we left them, but 
for  how long shal l  we 
con t inue  to  a l low the 
impasse between ASUU and 
the government to continue? 

“Our children are the 
ones suffering from this, and 
the future, because our 
future is the children God 
has given to us. How can 
they be playing with the 
future of  these children like 
this?” 

He also faulted the 
Federal Government's claim 
that it lacked the required 
fund to meet the demands of  
ASUU. 

 Ayokunle said, “I think 
the government also does 
not allow us to believe that 
they don't have the money. It 
was at that time when they 
were saying there is no 
money for ASUU that the 
g ove r n m e n t  we n t  a n d 
d o n a t e d  $ 1 m  t o 
A f g h a n i s t a n .  H o w 
reasonable is that? When 
y o u  h a v e  y o u r  o w n 
Afghanistan at home, you 
have not taken care of  it, you 
are donating to another one. 

“We need to take a 
drastic decision about this 
impasse between ASUU and 
the Federal Government 
which is prolonging for 
months now without any 
solution.” 

B u t  A S U U  s a i d 
NIREC withdrew from the 

negotiations between the 
Federal Government and 
the union the moment the 
union embarked on its initial 
four weeks warning strike.

The union's National 
President, Prof  Emmanuel 
Osodeke, disclosed this in a 
recent interview.

H e  s a i d ,  “ N I R E C 
withdrew from negotiations 
the moment we started the 
strike, should they have done 
so? We accorded them 
enough respect last year 
when they pleaded with us 
not to go on strike. We did 
not  ge t  angr y  because 
nothing was done despite all 
the moves for negotiations? 

“The comments about 

h e  N i g e r i a  B a r TA s s o c i a t i o n  h a s 
urged the Federal 

Government to end the 
industrial action embarked 
upon by the Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities. 

The President of  the 
association, Mr Olumide 
Akpata, made the call during 
a press conference as part of  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e 
association's two-day Legal 
Education Summit in Ado-
Ekiti, Ekiti State. 

Akpata said it was high 
time government at all levels 
got serious about running the 
education system in Nigeria, 
especially from budgetary 
allocation. 

T h e  s u m m i t  i n 
col laborat ion with Afe 
Babalola University Ado-

h e  A f r i c a n TD e m o c r a t i c 
C o n g r e s s  h a s 

b e r a t e d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government over its delay 
in resolving the current 
ASUU strike. 

This was contained in a 
statement issued by the 
Fo r u m  C h a i r m a n  a n d 
Chairman, Delta State 
Chapter of  the Party, Prince 
Joe Chukwu, in Asaba on 
Tuesday. 

He noted that the forum 
of  the ADC Chairmen in the 
36 states of  the federation 
and the FCT, had recently in 
their meeting, tasked the FG 
to, as a matter of  urgency, 
address the pressing issues 
of  insecurity, and the ASUU 
strike, as it is negatively 
affecting the citizens. 

The statement read in 
part, “ADC Chairmen's 
For um frowned at  the 
current ASUU strike in 
Nigeria.

“We are calling on the 
Federal Government to 
negotiate with them for the 
good of  Nigerian students, 

growth and development of  
education sector in the 
country. 

“ W e  g r a v e l y 
d i s c o u n t e n a n c e  t h e 
l i n g e r i n g  c o n t r a c t u a l 
quagmire between ASUU 
a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government that has kept 
our University system under 
the torment of  incessant 
ASUU strike.

“ T h i s  c u l t u r e  o f  
disruptions of  Academic 
programme by ASUU strike 
k e e p s  f r u s t r a t i n g  t h e 
ambitions and aspiration of  
Nigeria students in the 
p r o c e s s  o f  a c q u i r i n g 
knowledge. 

“This latest episode 
calls for concern and a 
rethink. This is the 16th 
strike since Nigeria's return 
to democracy in 1999. 
Despite the numbers, there 
i s  l i t t l e  to  show,”  the 
s t a t e m e n t  s a i d .  H e , 
therefore, called on the 
Federal Government to 
genuinely look into the 
demand of  ASUU and settle 
the issue, saying that tertiary 
institution is the research 
centre of  our national 
growth and development. 

E k i t i  w i t h  t h e  t h e m e, 
“ R e i m a g i n i n g  L e g a l 
Education in Nigeria” would 
hold between Tuesday, 
March 29 and Wednesday, 
March 30.

“ O u r  g o v e r n m e n t 
should stop paying lip service 
to the issue of  the strike. The 
government needs to get 
serious about how it wants to 
run education in Nigeria 
r i g h t  f r o m  b u d g e t a r y 
allocation. 

“ Y o u  c a n ' t 
o v e r e m p h a s i z e  h o w 
important education is in the 
life of  any person. It is easy to 
ask teachers to go back to 
work, but how do you do the 
right thing to motivate them? 

“Education at all levels 
must get the seriousness it 
deserves. Let the government 

fulfil its own side of  the pact. 
Education is too important 
to be left to politicking and 
grandstanding. 

“Government should 
quickly do what is necessary 
to open our schools for 
normal activities.

“ S t r i k e  a n d  s c h o o l 
c lo su re  i s  becoming  a 
t r a g i c o m e d y,  i t  h a s 
reoccurred over and over 
again. With time, the brand 
“Nigerian trained” may 
become an albatross, because 
employers will start asking 
how you were trained. 

“So, It is important for 
the government to resolve the 
issue if  they think education 
of  the Nigerian children is 
still important.” 

The Chairman of  the 
2022 Summit  Planning 
Committee and ABUAD 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. Damilola Olawuyi, in 
his remarks, said the summit 
was geared towards resetting 
the system. 

Olawuyi  noted that 
policymakers in Nigeria had 
come to the realization that 
the legal education system 
had declined geometrically. 

He disclosed that Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  P r o f .  Ye m i 
Osibanjo was expected to 
declare open the summit and 
doubled  as  one  of  the 
discussants at the event. 

H e  l i s t e d  o t h e r 
d i scussan t s  to  inc lude 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  a n d 
M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e , 
Abubakar Malami (SAN), 
Minister of  Education, 
Mallam Adamu Adamu, the 
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y, 
N a t i o n a l  U n i ve r s i t i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  P r o f  
Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, 
and  Ch ie f  Afe  Baba la 
(SAN).

O t h e r s  a r e ;  t h e 
Chairman, Nigerian Council 
of  Legal Education, Chief  
Emeka Ngige,  Director 
G e n e r a l ,  N i ge r i a  L aw 
School, Prof  Isa Hayatu 
Ciroma and heads of  various 
univers i t i e s  across  the 
country. 

us disregarding their advice 
are not necessary because 
we respected you, followed 
your advice and did not 
embark on any form of  
strike in 2021. When we saw 
that nothing was done, we 
did the needful. So what is 
disrespectful in that?”

Abubakar lamented the 
insecurity in the country as 
well as the invasion of  
Ukraine. 

 He said, “We have 
serious problems in Nigeria 
and the rest of  the world. 
What is happening in other 
countries should be of  
concern to us in Nigeria. 
Innocent people died by this 
action. 

“We have to always 
speak against  violence 
anywhere because if  we do 
not do so, we will face 
serious questions from our 
creator in heaven.” 

The Secretary to the 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
Federation, Boss Mustapha, 
appealed to NIREC to 
continue to appeal to ASUU 
to call off  the strike. 

Mustapha, who was 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e 
Pe r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y, 
General Services, Office of  
the SGF, Maurice Nnamani, 
added that the strike must be 
called off  in the interest of  
the country. 

ASUU strike: NIREC, ASUU disagree
over negotiations, commencement

...NBA seeks end to strike

...ADC berates FG over
delay

How UniAbuja admits
students – VC

he Vice-Chancellor Tof  the University 
of  Abuja, Prof. 

Abdul-Rasheed Na'Allah, 
says the university gives 
admission to students 
across different disciplines 
on merit.

Na'allah said this in an 
interview in Abuja. He 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
university's admission 
process is thorough and 
transparent, noting that 
“the university maintains 
its core values when it 
c o m e s  t o  a d m i s s i o n 
matters.

“Admission at the 
University of  Abuja goes 
through a process that is 
transparent and has a high 
level of  integrity.

” Y o u  s e e ,  t h e 
university may have had 
some difficult history, it is 
not the reality today, our 
admission follows a very 
thorough process.

“Again this university 
has values, and our values 
matter to us; besides, since 
I came here, we do our best 
to ensure that nobody who 
really merits admission is 
denied such admission.

“We have never left 
a n y  s t a t e  w i t h o u t 
admission, and our record 
is  there,  and we wil l 
continue to respect that 
p a t t e r n .
“This is because ours is a 
university for national 
un i ty  in  the  Federa l 
Capital Territory, and we 
n e e d  t o  o f f e r 
representation to all as 
much as we can”.

The vice-chancellor 
said that the university 
wo u l d  a p p ly  a  l a r ge 
measure of  integri ty, 
fairness and the interest of  
a l l  N i g e r i a n s  i n  i t s 
admission process for 
2021/2022  academic 
session.

On the quali ty of  
teaching and research, 
N a ' A l l a h  s a i d  t h a t 
research “is at the core of  
its mandates while the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s 
supported both lecturers 
and students to conduct 
qualitative and problem-
solving research.

He explained that the 
university had given grants 
to even undergraduates 
u n d e r t a k i n g  q u a l i t y 
research, adding that it 
had also sponsored some 
of  i ts  academic staff  
a b r o a d  t o  c o n d u c t 
research.

“This university gives 
a lot of  priority to research 
at different levels, for 

instance, through our 
Centre for Undergraduate 
Research, we encourage 
undergraduate students to 
embark on research under 
the mentorship of  some 
academic staff; we actually 
fund that.

“When they turn in 
their proposals and it is 
good, some get about 
N300, 000, N500, 000, 
N800,000 and so on and so 
forth, depending on the 
nature of  the research. We 
spend millions on these 
researches.

“We also have the 
Centre for Sponsored 
Projects doing great in 
terms of  deepening and 
creating opportunities for 
research in the university,” 
he said.

The vice-chancellor 
noted that the university 
had signed a series of  
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) 
with various organisations 
in order to improve the 
q u a l i t y  a n d  c o n d u c t 
problem-solving research.

He said that lecturers 
of  the university, through 
their various researches 
had also won grants for the 
institution from various 
foreign organisations.

“Let me tell you that 
we started the first year by 
c e l e b r a t i n g  r e s e a r c h 
activity when our lecturers 
were bringing in grants.

”When we first did the 
celebration, our academic 
staff  had brought in N350 
million, and we thought 
that was big. When we 
celebrated in December 
2021, we realised more 
than N1 billion and some 
of  these grants came from 
Europe.

“Currently, we have a 
lot of  MoU with energy 
c o m m i s s i o n , 
environmental agencies, 
name them.

“We do not believe 
that when research is done 
it should be dumped on the 
shelf  and forgotten, so we 
are working to ensure that 
research findings are put to 
practice and that they yield 
results,” he said.

The vice-chancellor 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
institution was partnering 
w i t h  v a r i o u s 
organisations, government 
a g e n c i e s  a n d  n o n -
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisations,  among 
others, in utilising such 
research conducted by the 
school.
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

U
neasy calm is brew-
ing in Mmaku com-
munity in Awgu Lo-

cal Government of  Enugu 
State following an allegation 
of  fraud leveled against a 
member of  the Enugu State 
House of  Assembly,  Johnson 
Chukwuobasi.

Chukwuobasi, son of  a 
former local government 
chairman, was accused of  
embezzling N24 million de-
velopment funds belonging to 
the community. 

In a petition made availa-
ble to reporters in Enugu on 
Tuesday, a community lead-
er Ogbuefi Francis Uzonu 
(Ochiagha Maku-Agbor) 
urged the ICPC to investigate 
the alleged criminal activities 
of  the lawmaker.

He accused Hon Chuk-
wuobasi representing Awgu 
South Constituency of  al-
legedly misappropriating the 
Community’s N24 million 
provided by the Enugu state 
government for the rehabili-
tation of  the Mmaku Cottage 
Hospital.

“To the surprise of  all, 
Hon Chukwuobasi opened 
a Community bank account 
without the knowledge of  
anyone, submitted same to 
the Government House and 
claimed the N24 million.

“When the people got an 

idea of  what transpired, John-
son Chukwuobasi was con-
fronted, the bank was writ-
ten and a report sent to the 
state government, yet Hon 
Johnson Chukwuobasi went 
ahead to misappropriate the 
entire fund.”

In another petition ad-
dressed to Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi, and signed by the 
three traditional rulers and 
Presidents General of  the Au-
tonomous Communities that 
make up Mmaku, the com-
munity expressed regrets that 
a representative could turna-
round to dupe his people.

They recalled that on De-
cember 13, 2020, the people 
of  Mmaku, under the aegis of  
Mmaku Federated Town Un-
ions paid visit to Governor If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi where some 
challenges facing the Com-
munity were highlighted.

In his response, the gover-
nor requested the people to 
nominate an account where 
Government can pay in 
N24m for the renovation and 
upgrade of  the Mmaku Cot-
tage Hospital at Ajaba, Ezio-
ha-Mmaku.

The people later gathered 
and agreed that since there is 
no Community Account, any 
account to be used must be 
driven by the three Presidents 
General and three traditional 
rulers.

They however noted that 
some individuals led by the 

lawmaker went behind with-
out recourse to the leader-
ship of  the Community and 
opened Account Number 
5700041332, Fidelity Bank, 
Agbani Road, Enugu in the 

name of  Mmaku with them-
selves as signatories.

The account was alleged-
ly supplied to the governor 
and the money paid. “As we 
write, those who opened the 

account are yet to inform 
the leadership of  any of  the 
three Autonomous Commu-
nities of  the existence of  this 
account or that the promised 

N24m has been lodged into 
the account.”

Efforts to reach Hon. 
Chukwuobasi for his reaction 
met a brick wall.

Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State with the new National Chairman of All Progressives Congress, Sen. Abdullahi Adamu when 
the latter paid a thank-you visit to Gov. Uzodimma in Abuja on Monday.

Kaduna train attack:
COAS orders troops to hunt 
down attackers

T
he Chief  of  Army 
Staff, Lieutenant 
General Faruk Ya-

haya, has ordered troops 
to intensify the search 
for victims of  the Kadu-
na-Abuja train attack, 
and also hunt down the 
attackers.

The army boss gave the 
order when he visited 
the scene of  the Kadu-
na-Abuja train attack on 
Tuesday.

This was contained in 
a statement by the Direc-
tor, Army Public Rela-
tions, Brigadier General, 
Onyeama Nwachukwu, 
titled, ‘COAS on assess-
ment visit to scene of  Ka-
duna-Abuja train attack’.

The statement read, 
“The COAS, who was ac-
companied by some prin-
cipal staff  officers of  the 
Army Headquarters and 
the General Officer Com-
manding 1 Division, on 

arrival at scene, assessed 
the security situation 
around the general area 
of  the attack and inspect-
ed the attacked train, as 
well as the rail track to 
evaluate the degree of  
damage.

“He ordered the troops 
of  the NA and other se-
curity agencies to intensi-
fy their search and rescue 
operations to ensure that 
the kidnapped victims are 
rescued unconditionally.

“The COAS has also 
assured Nigerians that 
the troops will be unde-
terred and vehement in 
the fight against banditry 
and other forms of  crim-
inality.

“He urged members of  
the surrounding commu-
nities and all Nigerians to 
continue to avail troops 
with credible information 
to enhance their opera-
tions across the country.

How fear of ‘warning letter’ caused
confusion in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
lleged dropping 
of  ‘warning let-
ters on some ar-

eas by some unknown 
persons forced many res-
idents of  Umuahia, Abia 
State capital to stay in-
doors for the fear of  the 
unknown.

The letters, which were 
allegedly dropped by the 
said unknown persons al-
legedly warned residents 
of  such places to observe 
sit-at- home every Mon-
day or face the conse-
quences.

Some residents of  
Uzuakoli road, Isi gate, 
Ubani market and even 
some transporters had 
last week, claimed that 
the said letters threatened 
to teach Umuahia resi-
dents the lesson of  their 
lives for not obeying sit-
at-home.

It was also claimed 
that the letters identi-
fied Umuahia residents 

as  stubborn people who 
always went about their 
normal businesses .

However, some resi-
dents described the story 
of  the warning letter as 
rumours.

The fear of  this letter 
sank deep in residents on 
Monday as many shops 
were not opened by their 
owners from 6: am to 
3:30 pm. Only few shops 
were seen open. 

A civil servant who re-
fused to go to work told 
News Echo, “the place I 
work is lonely to access 
and if  there is any prob-
lem, to get a vehicle to re-
turn may not be easy. So 
I decided to play safe by 
not going to work.”

Some private- owned 
primary and secondary 
schools sent messages to 
parents of  pupils, telling 
them that teaching and 
learning had been sus-
pended for the day.

All banks in the State 
capital did not open for 
business while the city 

epic centre known as Isi 
gate and Uzuakoli road 
were the shadows of  
themselves as at 2:30 pm 
when News Echo visited 
the area.

A teacher with a private 
school told Journalists 
that she was on her way 
to school when she re-
ceived information from 
her school to go back 
and resume on Tuesday, 
which left her confused.

Human and vehicular 
movements were also 
down, while in many 
government offices vis-
ited, including Umua-
hia North and Umua-
hia South, Apumiri, the 
work force met on duty 
was nothing to write 
home about.

Also, the reports that 
a Police station was at-
tacked at Otoko Obowo, 
Imo State, a stone-throw 
from Umuahia and the 
reported attack on pas-
sengers in Enugu by un-
known persons also alleg-
edly increased the fear in 

some residents of  Umua-
hia as many transporters 
and passengers cancelled 
their planned trip to Ow-
erri to avoid falling vic-
tims.

However, Abia State 
Police Command has al-
ways assured Abia resi-
dents of  its commitment 
to safeguarding their lives 
and property.

The command has al-
ways been conducting a 
round -the -town patrol 
on daily basis on some 
major streets of  Umuahia 
and adjoining areas, to 
reassure residents of  their 
safety.
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…Says he must be governor
2023: Abaribe spits fire

S
enate Minority Leader 
and Senator Enyinnaya 
Abaribe has warned the 

People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) Abia State Chapter that 
they cannot stop him from 
contesting and winning Abia 
State Governor in 2023.

News Echo reports that 
Abia PDP announced that 
the governorship position in 
the state has been zoned to 
Abia Central and Abia North 
Districts, a decision which 
completely ruled out Abaribe 
who hails from Abia South 
District.

Reacting, Abaribe described 
the party’s decision as a 
huge joke, warning that such 
decisions are undemocratic, a 
joke, unacceptable and capable 
of  ruining the chances of  PDP 
come 2023.

In his words, “All that 
they’ve just tried to do is to 
stop Enyinnaya Abaribe and 
say that Abia South Senatorial 
Zone will not be part of  what 
they’re doing and I’ve said 
to everyone who cares to 
know is that what they did is 
unconstitutional, against our 
party rules and against the 
goodwill of  the people of  Abia 
State and it’s a joke.”

He said that the 
announcements by the PDP 
in Abia will never deter him 
from moving on with his 
governorship ambition as his 
people are in the field, he is in 
the field and he is still going 
around doing his consultation 
from one Local Government 
to another and talking to Abia 
People, telling them that it is 
in their hands to change the 
direction of  the state has been 
moving. 

Abaribe said that Abia 
people cannot let a few people 
sit somewhere and now bring 
people to lead them anymore 
and urged his supporters to 
ignore the purported zoning, 
stressing that he is still in 
the race and is not against 
any form of  zoning, but will 
rather prefer zoning that takes 
consideration of  capacity, 
capability and competency of  
the aspirants.

“I’m not against zoning. 
I agree with zoning but I’m 
only saying that rather than 
do geographical zoning which 
has not led us anywhere, rather 
than do clockwise and anti-
clockwise zoning so that you 
go and get somebody who’s 
not prepared for office, you 

should zone for competence, 
zone for integrity, capability 
and capacity. 

“Since all parts of  Abia 
has done the geographical 
zoning that has brought us to 
this sorry path where nobody 
is very happy with Abia at the 
moment, it’s time to zone with 
capacity and I’m the person 
with that capacity. So, I don’t 
have any problem with that.”

Abaribe said it is 
unfortunate that while 
technology has improved, 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
grow into the electronic 
transmission of  votes, some 
political leaders in Abia still 
believe they can handpick who 
will be Governor in the state.

He warned Abia PDP that 
at every point that the party 
has tried imposition against the 
will of  the people, all it usually 
gets is a loss to the opposition. 
He called on the leadership of  
Abia PDP to realize that the 
interest of  PDP today both 
national and state level is to 
win elections. 

“You have to bring people 
who are ready to serve. People 
who are prepared not another 
reluctant person to force on 
Abians. What they did is a 
joke, how do you zone to two 
Senatorial Zone? It doesn’t 
happen. 

“There was no caucus 
meeting, no consultation 
anywhere about all these. 
The time for all these types of  
things has passed. We’re now 
on the brink of  a big change in 
Nigeria. 

“This type of  thing they did 
in Abia now had happened 
in many other states and it 
made PDP lose those states. 
Happened in Benue, when the 
current Governor who later 
defected to PDP was frozen 
out. 

“It happened in Niger, 
Plateau all about imposition. 
It happened in Bayelsa and we 
lost. It was by the grace of  God 
that someone had a problem 
with his papers and we got that 
state back.”

“You cannot go to a serious 
election with people who 
cannot win. We’re sounding 
a note of  warning to PDP in 
the state, do not toy with the 
fortune of  PDP in Abia. 

“They must realize that 
there are machines now for 
election. We saw it in Anambra 
State, Edo State and others 
recent. Nobody can rig an 
election and go somewhere to 
write results again. It’ll never 
happen again.”

He said that comes 2023, 
what a party that wants to 
win will bring out not just 
a credible candidate but a 
popular candidate that can 
take every part of  the state. 

Abaribe warned that 
nobody can boast to say they 
will wait again and something 
behind, adding that there are 
changes everywhere that will 
never permit that kind of  thing.

“Nobody can do anything 
behind because time had made 
changes everywhere. Nobody 
is the Lord and Master to 
choose for us. If  anybody like 
the way Abia is today and the 
person is comfortable with 
it, he or she has the right to 
continue to vote for people 
who are going to be part of  
that same type of  status quo. 

“If  you don’t like it, if  you 
want Abia to be like other 
states where our people are 
now running to stay, then 
you have to make a different 
choice. There’s something all 
Abia People should know. 
It’s beyond the competence 
of  PDP in Abia, Obingwa 
and Ohafia to make such a 
decision. They’re merely doing 
some over-reach. 

“I’m telling you that 
the National party has the 
authority to sell and screen 
governorships candidates. It 
has nothing to do with the 
people in the state. 

“Whatever they’re doing in 
the state, LGA and wards have 
nothing to do with the rights 
of  anybody that’s recognized 
by the PDP that has bought his 

forms, canvassed for votes not 
to appear in the field and seek 
to be elected.” 

He however described 
the purported zoning as a 
distraction one gets whenever 
he is running for an election 
which he only needs to push 
aside and continue going his 
way.  

“I’ll continue with my 
move and let everybody come 
out and taste themselves. The 
only screening is the one that’ll 
be done by the national party. 

“People should ignore these 
people. Nobody should be 
worried. I’m the best man for 
the job. Nobody can push me 
behind. I’m the sword of  war 
of  the entire Igboland and I’m 
not going back on this.”

Abaribe
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Who are we, a schizophrenic nation?

W
ith the defeat 
of  the Germans 
in 1945 and 

uncovering of  the holocaust, 
in-depth soul searching 
was done on the German 
soul by philosophers and 
sociologists. With this was 
fashioned a new constitution 
for Germany. The same 
was done for the Japanese 
leading to what they termed 
a pacifist constitution.

Can nations be 
psychoanalysed or profiled? Is 
there a role for psychoanalysis 
at a macro developmental 
level? In October 2002, a 
clinical psychologist turned 
economist was awarded the 
Nobel prize in economics 
for his work in behavioural 
microeconomics. I believe 
this should be carried into 
developmental economics 
with the need to analyse 
nations and maybe categorise 
them as we characterise 
people, being phlegmatic, 
introverted, extroverted, etc.

There is nothing novel 
about this; somewhere in 
the archives of  the British is 
a document by Lord Lugard 
profiling the peoples living 
in and around the lower 
River Niger area. Could 
this psychoanalysis have 
informed the choice of  direct 
rule in an area of  the colony 
and indirect rule in another 
area?

Should we march into 
‘heavy lifting’ to transform 
our nation without us first 
knowing who we are? Not 
knowing who we are might 
be responsible for the failure 
of  earlier euphoric plans 
like the Lagos Plan of  1980 
and the New Partnership 
for African Development 
of  2002. I have seen new 
documents like the AU 2063 
Agenda, the AfCTA and the 
German Marshall Plan for 
Africa. Lofty plans that do 
not take into account who we 
are. Meaning the Marshall 
plan that worked in Europe 
could fail in Africa. Also, 
should we write or copy 
constitutions for ourselves 
without understanding who 
we are and the full package 
and baggage of  our history?

Not having done the 
above, have we not become 
a schizophrenic nation? We 
say we are a republic but 
monarchs hold sway across 
the country. We say we are a 
secular nation but religious 

considerations direct affairs 
of  state. We say we are a 
federation but have organised 
our polity along unitary 
lines for years. We jettisoned 
the British parliamentary 
system and adopted the US 
presidential system without 
its Bill of  Rights that protects 
citizens from government. 
We end up with force, not 
equity or justice, being the 
determinant of  who is right, 
and most often politicians in 
government have the force. 
We say the private sector 
should drive the economy 
but we tie the hands of  
the private sector with 
government interventions 
and regulations calling it 
government oversight. We 
say corruption will kill us 
off  but expect our brothers 
and friends in government 
to come out of  service much 
richer! Woe unto anyone 
who holds political office 
and leaves still average.

We also have to contend 
with the bitter clash 
between two civilisations 
well represented in Nigeria, 
Arabic and Western. This 
clash we have glossed over to 
our consternation.

How can we 
psychoanalyse or profile 
a society? Is it a job for 
sociologists or psychologists? 
There is a sphere where we 
all meet and interact without 

labels and we exhibit traits 
that cut across all sections and 
tribes of  society, interactions 
on our roads where we have 
articulated vehicles, tricycles, 
motorbikes and pedestrians. 
This is a representation of  
society that can be analysed. 
In fact, our total transport 
ecosystem is a crucible for 
national soul analysis. So, 
allow me to use this crucible 
to answer that crucial 
question: Who are we?

Let’s begin with the 
mighty articulated vehicle 
drivers. On Nigerian roads, 
as in the polity and I dare 
say in courts of  justice, might 
is right. Just as our police 
units can ‘kill and go,’ our 
articulated vehicles are not 
expected to have functional 
brakes so all other road 
users better make way when 
these kings of  the road blare 
their horns anytime they 
approach any junction.  The 
rule of  right of  way seems 
not to hold for articulated 
vehicles. The SUVs vehicles 
in turn muscle out ordinary 
saloons and sedans, while 
sedans have no regard for 
tricycles who, in turn, have 
little regard for pedestrians. 
This says a lot about us and 
how we abuse power when in 
positions of  authority.

Some owners of  haulage 
vehicles have given orders to 
their drivers to crush buses or 
smaller vehicles to cushion 
impact and reduce damage to 
their vehicles at the expense 
of  lives in smaller buses. To 
enforce this the drivers are 
made to drop assets, which 
they forfeit if  the driver 
fails to comply. This sorry 
state was narrated to me by 
someone who as a passenger 
heard a driver chastise the 
driver of  another truck who 
had run into a road divider 
rather than crush a smaller 
vehicle. This blood-curdling 
state can be multiplied many 
times over in many sectors 
and spheres of  our country—
inhumanity of  man to man.

Would the decent people 
of  this country say we are 
unaware of  the situation of  
driver’s licences being sold 
and delivered to prospective 
drivers in their sitting rooms? 
This says a lot about us. In 
saner climes, this scandalous 
behaviour will lead to the fall 
of  governments!  In Nigeria 
no public outcry, everyone 
participates in the charade. 
Same for public examinations 
with special centres where 
invigilation is loose and 
students are allowed to cheat.

Roundabouts were 
introduced on Nigerian roads 
in the early 1960s. Drivers 
were taught the universal 
rules of  right of  way at such 
junctions. This rule held true 
for quite a while but as city 
traffic grew our peculiarities 
crept in. New entrants at 
the roundabouts began to 
compete with the cars at 
the roundabouts by edging 
into the way. This was in 
complete contrast with what 
happens in ‘mother country,’ 
where cars come to a halt at 
roundabouts and only move 
in when no vehicle is at the 
facility.

Fast forward to what is 
happening now, those at the 
roundabout now give way to 
a fast-approaching entrant! 
A universal traffic law has 
been turned on its head in 
our blessed country and life 
continues as though nothing 
is amiss.

When last did an incoming 
driver respond to your signal 
to dim his car’s headlights? 
Rarely. Manifestation of  
our disdain for others and 
a breakdown of  common 
courtesy. Isn’t this who we 
are? Articulated vehicles, 
trailers we call them, have 
their headlamps in the 
middle, no more at edges, 
meaning oncoming drivers 
could easily mistake them 
for a motorcycle or tricycle. 
Some position their lights 
right at the top so one might 
just think it’s an aircraft. 
How about our penchant for 
throwing out of  our vehicle 
windows wrappers, plastic 
bags, bottles such that our 
highways have become 
‘ugly’. This lack of  aesthetic 
appreciation can be saying 
more than we think about 
our internal aesthetics—our 
very souls.

Environmental sanitation 
day was introduced about 
40 years ago (1984), but 
what do we have? Littered 
streets, highways and littered 
neighbourhoods. By now our 
environment should be a sight 
to behold but it is not. Every 
last Saturday of  the month we 
are reminded of  ESD but the 
country remains littered. The 
sore point is our not asking 
what we are doing wrong? As 
in most things the ESD was 
never thought through, it was 
imposed by military fiat and 
it has not been imbibed into 
our subconsciousness for it to 
percolate into the culture of  
our society.

Hooting to alert and warn 
of  impending catastrophe 
has, after years of  its abuse 
by light-fingered drivers who 
make music with their horns, 
lost its usefulness. Nigerians 
do not react to the hoot of  the 
horn anymore. We are now 
horn deaf  and don’t react to 
the warning it portends. A lot 
of  other things have lost their 
usefulness to such habits and 
behaviour in Nigeria.

Is it all gloom and doom? 
Where are the bright spots? 
The happiest people in the 
world, resilient and really one 
of  the most entrepreneurial 
races. Also, academically 
gifted people, making 
professorships all over 
the world. Lord Frederick 
Lugard also said this about 
us: “fond of  music, naturally 
courageous, courteous and 
polite.” Yes, we have our 
strengths, our diversity is a 
strength but our negatives 
will keep on bringing us 
down until we mitigate them.

By Olugbenga Jaiyesimi
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How was your Childhood days 
and family experience?

My growing up was fun. 
Though I was not born with 
a silver spoon, it was not too 
tough because I am the sixth 
child out of  seven and the 
second boy out of  three so I had 
siblings that are older, though 
there were ups and down, you 
know. I didn’t grow up in a first 
class family and because that, 
it was a tough fight, trying to 
make it through the primary, 
secondary and then tertiary 
institutions.

What was your childhood 
dream?

My childhood dream was 
to become an engineer but 
later switched my desire to 
becoming a lawyer.

Now, you are neither an engineer 
nor a lawyer, what happened to 
the both?

Well. Like I said, when I 
was growing up, actually, my 
first dream was to become 
an engineer because I loved 
constructing and repairing 
things. But that dream was 
shattered in my secondary 
school because I was bad in 
physics - so, I switched from 
Science to an Art class and 
my interest shifted from being 
and engineer to a lawyer 
because I felt I was very good 
in arguments. I never saw me 
becoming a professional cleaner 
or establishing a company for 
business, laughs.

What drove you into 
Professional Cleaning?

I started cleaning job 
immediately after my secondary 
education. Within the one year 
I stayed at home waiting for 
admission; I had a friend of  my 
sister that was into industrial 
cleaning then. My sister linked 
me up to him and I was working 
for him as a laborer; that was in 
2014 and I was being paid one 
thousand naira (N1,000) per day 

because I did more of  the menial 
jobs. The nature of  the job 
was tough for me at that time. 
Again, it needed strong hands 
but I devoted my time with him 
to learning the craft. I worked 
for him for ten days before he 
suddenly stopped calling me 
for works after he noticed that I 
was gradually learning the craft 
indirectly. As a result, each time 
I called my colleagues to know 
how far, they would say they 
went for work. Then when I ask 
my Oga, he would say ‘work no 
dey.’

What happened later?

On December 2014, A 
friend of  mine whose uncle 
just finished building a house, 
convinced me to go and meet his 
uncle for the job. I had wanted 
to link the man to my boss 
because I was scared to take 
up the job myself. After much 
Persuasion, I later took up the 
courage to do the job myself  
with the little Knowledge I 
gathered while working with 
my former boss and the rest 
was history. That was the first 
contract I got in the cleaning 
industry and it happened to 

be the turning point of  my life 
because from that day onwards, 
God made a way for me. As 
a matter of  fact we have done 
over 600 cleaning Jobs and 
have worked for varieties of  
companies and individuals over 
the years.

Have you encountered any 
challenge along the line?

There were many 
challenges. One of  our major 
challenges was Finance. There 
was no machine which made 
the work so hard for me and 
my Team. We were doing most 
of  the jobs manually. it was 
so hard purchasing working 
equipments because I always 
rely on a job to purchase the 
materials needed. However, I 
don’t have a vehicle so I made 
use of  the commercials; it was 
so hard to transport our working 
equipments to some locations. 
Due to some bad road networks 
in the state, some of  our client’s 
locations are difficult to access. 
Again, most people in Anambra 
especially Onitsha where I 
started perceived cleaning as an 
ordinary work that can be done 
by anybody, this has resulted 

to many rejections from 
contractors and house owners, 
but so far we are trying to 
change the narrative. Also, after 
I gained admission to study at 
Federal College Of  Education 
(Technical), Umunze in 2015, I 
was in constant battle, trying to 
combine work with Education. 
You know, my Education 
usually take all of  January to 
September so, I usually face the 
heat period of  ember months as 
cover-up for lost times.

Did you envisage continuing the 
work after school?

No. I wasn’t serious with the 
job in any way because I didn’t 
see myself  continuing with it 
after school. It was more of  
part time or casual work.

Were there other things you did 
to survive in school within the 
January to September months?

Yes. I could remember I sold 
face caps and shirts around 
2016/17. That aside, I was into 
interior decorations. I decorate 
people’s house; paintings and 
the rest. I was also doing some 

menial labours like job man, 
site work and even served 
masons. In 2018, I learnt how 
to do Sharwama and also 
ventured into doing that too. 
I did Hypeman job in clubs 
too. I was doing anything legal 
called work and I did all these 
to survive.

Why did you decide to go into 
cleaning having been exposed to 
these numerous jobs?

Well, when I finished my 
NCE program in 2018, I asked 
myself: what next? Because I 
realized I needed something to 
sustain myself. The works I do 
then had all been part time and 
among them all, it was cleaning 
that gives me the profit to believe 
in. I found out it is something I 
do with passion. Cleaning work 
doesn’t come always but when 
it comes, I take it with love. So, 
after graduation, I continued 
with it and was only keen to 
develop it. At a point, I started 
surfing the web on industrial 
cleaning and noticed that it is 
one of  the biggest industries 
in the world. I noticed it was 
not too conversant in Anambra 
state then, I decided to carve a 
niche for myself  in the area .

At what point did you decide to 
have a Som-Tee as a brand?

In 2020 during the lockdown 
season, the vision was to build 
a standard company and not 
just a one man company in 
cleaning industry. That’s why 
I’m building it as a company; a 
brand in the industry that would 
be running even in my absence. 
I did not want the legacies I 
had set over the years to just die 
off. So, I had to set it up to a 
standard with vision of  where 
we are going to.

 
Cleaning is a female dominated 
eld. How does it feel competing 
with women?

It has not been an easy 
task. In fact, you can count the 

Government can empower 
youths through Industrial 
Cleaning — CEO Som-Tee Group
S

omtochukwu Ezeaniomenyi is the Chief Executive officer, CEO, Som-Tee Group, a multilateral 
cleaning company in Anambra state. He is a young and dynamic Nigerian entrepreneur currently 
making waves in industrial cleaning business. Born to Igbo parents of Neni extraction in 

Anambra state,  Somto, x-rayed his experiences in the female dominated cleaning business and 
what triggered his passion to be an entrepreneur. Narrating the draw-backs hindering business 
and what government must do to help young entrepreneurs in the state and country, Uchenna 
Ezeadigwe was there for News Echo. 
Excerpts:

Interview

Continues from pg. 11
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number of  men in this industry. 
Sometimes, you find out that site 
owners have sisters and female 
friends that do the cleanings for 
them. However, what has kept 
me going is excellence. Because 
it is usually my clients that 
recommend me to other clients 
and it is due to our job quality. 
Over the years, I have found 
refuge in recommendations. 
Most of  the big jobs we have 
done so far were gotten from 
recommendations and referrals 
and it is due to the excellence in 
my work.

 
Are there times you felt like 
leaving the industry considering 
its competitiveness?

Of course! There were times 
I wanted to give up on the 
industry. It is very competitive 
and demanding. People outside 
might not really know these 
but it is we that are into it that 
know the level of  competition 
here. You can see people that 
just started cleaning business 
yesterday and today, they have 
all the machines available 
and you’re still struggling. So 
sometimes, especially at the 
initial stage, when the needed 
finance was not there to acquire 
certain machines, I felt like 
dropping back.

Why do you refer your company 
as a conglomerate?

Som-Tee Group is a 
conglomerate because we are 
designed to deal in Everything 
Cleaning. Som-Tee specializes 
in all kinds of  cleaning Ranging 
From

1). Domestic/Residential 
Cleaning which includes Regular 
Cleaning, Deep Cleaning, 
Janitorial Cleaning, Carpet and 
Upholstery Cleaning, Polishing 
of  Tiles and Bricks.

2). Industrial/Commercial 
Cleaning which includes Post-
C o n s t r u c t i o n / Re n ova t i o n 
Cleaning, Facility Management/
Maintenance, Retainership 
Services, Training/Mentorship 
and General Consulting/
Contracting.

3). Environmental Cleaning 
which includes Waste 
Management and Disposal, 
Estate/Street Cleaning, Drainage 
and Sewage cleaning, etc

4). We also have plans of  
Venturing into Production of  
Cleaning Substance and also 
Sales of  Cleaning Equipments 
and Materials. Laundry Hubs, 
Car Wash are also in the pipeline.

So Som-Tee Group is a 
Specialized Conglomerate of  
Everything Cleaning, We are 
building a company that would 
be a sort out company when it 
comes to Cleaning.

What stands your brand out 
from others?

We offer credibility and 
excellence. Like I told you 

before, what has kept us so far 
over the years is excellence. 
Our staff  works with passion 
because they see the passion 
in me. I didn’t start cleaning 
because of  the money I was 
making but the passion I have 
for it. So, excellence is the 
watchword and any house we 
are called to clean, we clean it 
like our life depends on it.

You established the company 
even before you graduated from 
the university, what was the 
secret behind the feat?

It was Grace from God. I 
wouldn’t have been here as a 
fresh graduate and an owner of  
such a brand without His Grace. 
It was not an easy journey 
physically but it was His Grace 
that kept me going. I finished 
my NCE in 2018, and by 2019, 
God made this company even 
grew bigger. In the process of  
my Degree Education, being 
able to combine it was a very 
rough and risky journey but 
His Grace was there to see me 
through.

Would you consider going 
into other sectors if  given the 
opportunity?

Well. Like I said earlier, 
Som-Tee Group is a 
conglomerate. We are working 
towards branching into so many 
things. We are working towards 
production of  different cleaning 
materials, sales of  cleaning 
equipments; importation of  
different kinds of  machines for 
cleaning, procurement services 
and lots more. Our vision is to 
build a standout company that 
can handle anything cleaningIf  
any opportunity comes aside 
these; I can grab it as well.

So far, could you name your 
biggest achievement(s)?

My biggest achievement, 
so far, is being able to run this 
company for the past seven 
years. Som- Tee at seven, many 
things happened. Building this 
business up to this level and 
handling over five hundred jobs 
alongside going through school 
and acquiring two Certificates 
in Education. That has been the 
biggest achievement of  my life 
so far.

How many jobs have you been 
able to create through your 
conglomerate?

My company has been able 
to create no fewer than 50 jobs 
for youths in Anambra state. 
Both Fulltime and part time.

Where do you see your brand in 
the next ve years?

We should be among the top 
class cleaning conglomerates in 
Nigeria because we would be all 
round in the cleaning industry 
including environmental, 

commercial, residential and 
domestic cleaning. We would 
also be all round in supplies 
of  cleaning machines and 
products. So, in the next five 
years, expect Som-Tee Group 
to operate beyond the shores of  
Nigeria by the grace of  God.

How well do you think Anambra 
government has done in creating 
business opportunities and what 
is interesting about Anambra 
man?

Anambra state has done 
well in all ramifications, 
such as natural resources, oil 
and gas, urbanization and 
structural planning, culture and 
tourism, religion, education, 
entertainment, business and 
politics. Anambra state has 
improved drastically in all of  
these sectors over the years. 
Anambra State has list of  notable 
men and women both old and 
young in all sectors both in 
within and outside Nigeria. The 
people of  Anambra are known 
for being Industrious, hard 
working and Smart. Despite 
some challenges they face 
when it comes to governmental 
structures and policies, People 
of  Anambra are known for their 
resilience. They have shown 
great courage in striving to 
survive no matter the Economic 
Situation in the Country. Being 
Onye Anambra is something 
one should be very proud of. 
The people of  Anambra are 
known for their resourcefulness 
and they are associated with 
Success and progress Regardless 
of  the conditions surrounding 
their environment. I am proud 
of  being Onye Anambra.

What triggered your passion to 
be an entrepreneur?

To many youths in Nigeria, 
becoming an entrepreneur might 
seem like a scary and high 
risk taking journey, but to me, 
this unpredictable adventure 
seems like the perfect path that 
my life should take. There are 
many reasons that triggered my 
passion to be an entrepreneur. I 
have always admired great and 
Successful entrepreneurs. Seeing 
successful people inspire me a lot 
to become successful. This gives 
me the hope and makes me believe 
that becoming an entrepreneur 
will allow me to network with 
people who have already built 
great businesses. I believe that I 
have enough potential to find the 
next profitable idea and change 
the lives of  millions of  people.

Being an entrepreneur gives 
me the freedom to explore my 
creativity. There is a saying that 
goes thus “Different Strokes 
for Different Folks”. People 
have different callings in Life. 
Being a 9-5er doesn’t feed my 
burning passion for creativity 
and innovation. I feel like I 
am simply doing what the 
society expects of  me instead 
of  making a difference in the 

world. It is through starting 
my own business that I get to 
freely express my creative ideas 
and fulfill my dreams. I became 
an entrepreneur because I see 
it as a mandatory journey to 
take. A strong fire in my heart 
makes me believe that I have a 
strong purpose in the world that 
surpasses the reality of  being an 
employee. As an entrepreneur, 
I am driven with the need to 
succeed and control my own 
destiny. Owning a business gives 
me no limitations on the profit 
and opportunities that I can gain.

I look out to manage projects 
with high stakes because I have 
enough confidence to execute 
them. I love the act of  betting 
on an idea and watching it 
develops, it makes me smile. I 
have always wanted to use my 
company to impact people’s lives 
and also improve the economy 
with new job opportunities. I 
am passionate about helping 
people more than the pursuit of  
material things, I derive priceless 
joy when I offer my service to 
people and see the happiness 
and joy it creates in them. That 
is even more than any reward I 
can get from a Job.

How viable is doing business in 
Anambra?

Anambra State is one of  
the fastest growing states in the 
country. Like many other states 
in the country, Anambra state 
is faced with its own unique 
challenges. However, due to its 
fast growing economy, doing 
business in Anambra is rewarding 
and Profitable. Doing business in 
Anambra is very promising and 
I believe that with persistence, 
perseverance and Consistency 
which entrepreneurship 
requires, I will definitely succeed 
in an economic driven state like 
Anambra.

Being someone that started 
from the scratch, would you say 
government is fair to the youths?

Well. I would say government 
has been fair to some extent 
but there are still rooms for 
improvement. Government still 
needs to empower the youths 
because if  they are empowered, 
they would do more. We have 
lots of  youths doing many 
things. We have youths with 
visions. If  they are empowered 
with loans and grants, in the 
next few years, there would 
be powerful indigenous 
companies in Anambra state. 
Again, when youths are 
empowered, it would reduce 
the burden of  employment on 
the government.

Aside loans and grants, do you 
think there are other things 
youths need to be successful 
entrepreneurs?

Yes. Youths need to plan. 
A youth will succeed when 
he plans himself  very well. 
You must have a mapped out 

business plan consisting target 
audience and areas. When you 
plan yourself  very well, work 
towards it. Have team members 
on the edge working and doing 
their specific duties from their 
own angles. Though there might 
be setbacks along the way but if  
you do your risk management 
very well, you would be able to 
cope. But you must plan first.

You are a man of  diverse skills, 
you hold TRCN, NCE and 
B.Ed certicates, and do you 
see yourself  becoming a teacher 
someday?

Well. I don’t know what 
God has in stock for me but 
I always hope for the best. I 
wouldn’t say I will not accept 
it if  the opportunity to lecture 
or teach comes but it would 
all depends on the condition 
attached to it. I acquired the 
certificate quite alright and so 
if  I am meant to practice it, 
it’s on God.

Would you consider using the 
skills you acquired as a teacher 
in training youths on industrial 
cleaning?

Sorry I didn’t mention 
it earlier. Part of  the 
conglomerate is Som-Tee 
Training Academy, where all 
our newly recruited staff  is 
given sound training. Soon we 
would be organizing seminars 
to teach people who are ready 
to learn the craft so as to 
establish their own company 
in the future.

Do you have role model(s)?

Yea! My number one 
role model is Dr. Stanley 
Uzochukwu, the CEO of 
Stanel Group. He is my Boss, 
Father, Mentor and my overall 
Chairman. Ever since I met 
him, my vision has widened. 
I also have the likes of  Arc. 
Chukky Ezenwa, CEO GSS 
Group, Tony Elumelu, CEO 
Heir Holdings, Dr Cosmas 
Maduka, CEO Coscharis 
Group, and lots more. They 
are the people I look up to and 
wish to become like someday.

What is your advice to the 
youths who may want to toe 
your path?

In as much as they go to 
formal schools, every youth 
should learn a skill no matter 
how small it is. Having a skill 
is more or less a second plan. 
There are skills in writing, 
producing and even in the tech 
world. There are many skills 
that can be acquired in the tech 
world. It is good to learn and 
practice a skill. We should also 
have a vision of  growing the 
skill to make something out of  
it and above all, always pray to 
God.

...Empower youths through industrial cleaning
Continues from pg. 10
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ADC berates FG over delay 
in ASUU strike

News

PDP says APC is dead in Edo,
exists through press releases 
T

he Edo State Chap-
ter of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party 

has said that the All Pro-
gressives Congress is dead 
in the state but only exists 
through press releases, 
hence its inability to pro-
vide constructive criticism 
that is expected of  a viable 
opposition party.

This is contained n a 
statement signed by the 
state PDP Publicity Sec-
retary, Dr Patrick Ojebu-
oboh.

The statement read in 
part: “The All Progres-
sives Congress in the state 
has become a dead politi-
cal party, with none of  its 
organs functioning, hence 
its inability to provide the 
seriously needed perspec-
tive and constructive criti-
cism that is expected of  a 
viable opposition party.

“With the spectacular 
failure that the APC has 
exhibited at the nation-
al level, the party has left 
the nation’s economy in 
shreds, setting bandits on 
the loose across the coun-

try and abandoning the 
people in unprecedented 
hardship with astronomi-
cal energy and food prices 
that are beyond the reach 
of  the common man.

“It is easy to see why the 
Edo State APC has degen-
erated from a stage where 
it was just limping, to its 
present condition of  being 
completely comatose.

“Once in a while, a cer-
tain Assistant Publicity 
Secretary of  the party dish-
es out lies and complete 
falsehood just to create the 
sense that the APC, which 
is now dead in Edo, may 
still have some life left.

Ojebuohoh, while urg-
ing the APC to acknowl-
edge the giant strides be-
ing made by the Godwin 
Obaseki-led government, 
noted that the PDP and 
Edo people are calling on 
the APC to merge with 
other smaller parties in the 
state in order to make rea-
sonable impact.

He added: “The PDP, 
as well as the government 
and people of  Edo State, 

is calling on the comatose 
party, to either put an end 
to the joke called the All 
Progressives Congress in 
Edo State and come over 
to the only party alive in 
the state, which is the PDP, 
or merge with other small 
political parties in order to 

make reasonable impact.
“One wonders why the 

party would be living in 
unfortunate denial of  the 
impact being made in the 
education sector, includ-
ing the rollout of  the Edo 
Basic Education Sector 
Transformation 2.0, which 

T
he African Democratic 
Congress has berated 
the Federal Govern-

ment over its delay in resolv-
ing the current ASUU strike.

This was contained in a 
statement issued by the Fo-
rum Chairman and Chair-
man, Delta State Chapter of  
the Party, Prince Joe Chuk-
wu, in Asaba on Tuesday.

He noted that the forum of  
the ADC Chairmen in the 36 
states of  the federation and 
the FCT, had recently in their 

meeting, tasked the FG to, as 
a matter of  urgency, address 
the pressing issues of  insecu-
rity, and the ASUU strike, as 
it is negatively affecting the 
citizens.

The statement read in part, 
“ADC Chairmen’s Forum 
frowned at the current ASUU 
strike in Nigeria.

“We are calling on the Fed-
eral Government to negotiate 
with them for the good of  Ni-
gerian students, growth and 
development of  education 

A group, Youth and Students Advocates for Development Initiative, YSAD during one-day sensitization workshop on Human 
Rights and Traf�c Rules organized for Transport Unions in Imo State held in Owerri, yesterday.

is impacting the lives of  
not less than 400,000 pu-
pils and students across 
the state.

 “The revamp of  the ter-
tiary education system has 
also led to the creation of  
tri-campus colleges such 
as the Edo State College 

of  Education with cam-
puses in Abudu, Igueben 
and Afuze, and the Edo 
State College of  Agricul-
ture with campuses in 
Iguoriakhi, Agenebode 
and Uromi as well as the 
world-class College of  
Nursing Sciences.

sector in the country.
“We gravely discounte-

nance the lingering contractu-
al quagmire between ASUU 
and the Federal Government 
that has kept our University 
system under the torment of  
incessant ASUU strike.

 “This culture of  disruptions 
of  Academic programme by 
ASUU strike keeps frustrat-
ing the ambitions and aspira-
tion of  Nigeria students in the 
process of  acquiring knowl-
edge.

“This latest episode calls for 
concern and a rethink. This is 
the 16th strike since Nigeria’s 
return to democracy in 1999. 
Despite the numbers, there is 
little to show,” the statement 
said.

The forum, therefore, 
called on the Federal Govern-
ment to genuinely look into 
the demand of  ASUU and 
settle the issue, saying that 
tertiary institution is the re-
search centre of  our national 
growth and development.

Group urges NURTW to join protest 
against police extortion of road users
 
M

embers of  the Na-
tional Union of  
Roads Transport 

Workers, NURTW and oth-
er stakeholders have been 
urged to join in the cam-
paign to end the menace of  
extortion and harassment 
of  road users by the police 
and other law enforcement 
agents. 

A group, Youth and Stu-
dents Advocates for Devel-
opment Initiative, YSAD 
made the call at a one-day 
sensitization workshop on 
Human Rights and Traffic 

Rules organized for Trans-
port Unions in Imo State 
held in Owerri, yesterday.

Speaking, the group’s 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
Obinna Nwagbara said the 
workshop became pertinent 
to sensitize and challenge 
concerned Nigerians to 
stand against the menace in 
the country especially in the 
South East region.

According to him, “we 
in YSAD insist that of-
ficers paid from public cof-
fers must obey the law at 
all times by respecting the 

Group urges NURTW to join 
protest against police extortion
of road users 

M
embers of  the 
National Union 
of  Roads Trans-

port Workers, NURTW 
and other stakeholders 
have been urged to join in 
the campaign to end the 
menace of  extortion and 
harassment of  road users 
by the police and other law 
enforcement agents. 

A group, Youth and Stu-
dents Advocates for Devel-
opment Initiative, YSAD 
made the call at a one-day 
sensitization workshop on 
Human Rights and Traffic 
Rules organized for Trans-
port Unions in Imo State 
held in Owerri, yesterday.

Speaking, the group’s 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
Obinna Nwagbara said the 
workshop became perti-
nent to sensitize and chal-
lenge concerned Nigerians 
to stand against the men-
ace in the country especial-
ly in the South East region.

According to him, “we 
in YSAD insist that of-
ficers paid from public 
coffers must obey the law 
at all times by respecting 
the rights of  other Nigeri-
ans to go about their lawful 
businesses without harass-
ment. 

“We remain unyielding 
in our position that it is un-

acceptable for those paid to 
maintain order, guarantee 
safety of  road users, pre-
vent criminality and ensure 
smooth flow of  traffic to 
turn around and demand 
bribes from hardworking 
Nigerians whether they are 
commercial drivers or just 
private individuals driving 
their own vehicles. 

“Our stand is simple: no 
transporter or road user 
should be exploited, har-
assed or abused for under-
taking his legitimate eco-
nomic activity.”

rights of  other Nigerians to 
go about their lawful busi-
nesses without harassment. 

“We remain unyielding 
in our position that it is un-
acceptable for those paid to 
maintain order, guarantee 
safety of  road users, pre-
vent criminality and ensure 
smooth flow of  traffic to 
turn around and demand 
bribes from hardworking 
Nigerians whether they are 
commercial drivers or just 
private individuals driving 
their own vehicles. 

“Our stand is simple: no 

transporter or road user 
should be exploited, har-
assed or abused for under-
taking his legitimate eco-
nomic activity.”

Also, guest speakers at 
the workshop, including 
Dr. Ahamefula Amara-
miro, Head of  Administra-
tion, Abia State University, 
Umuahia campus; CSP 
Godwin Udom, repre-
sentative of  Imo State Po-
lice Commissioner; Barr. 
Ihunanya Okoroji, Sen-
ior Legal officer, National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion, Imo State ; Margaret 
Nwoko, Assistant State 
Commander, National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency, 
Imo State Command among 
others urged road users to 

constantly obey and observe 
traffic rules and laws. 

They insisted that if  road 
users especially the com-
mercial drivers would stop 
the attitude of  cutting cor-
ners or defaulting the traffic 
rules, corrupt law enforce-
ment agents would not 
have the impetus to openly 
demand for bribe, extort 
or infringe on their human 
rights. 

“While it is fair to chal-
lenge the law enforcement 
agencies on the illegal ac-
tions perpetrated by some 
of  their men, we are also 
not ignorant of  the obvious 
fact that several motorists 
make themselves easy target 
for corrupt law enforcement 
officer.”



The transparency policy of Peter Obi is clear evidence why he cannot 
stop sharing with public his strategies for achieving such great feat. We 

could recall that in 2014 in an interview as documented in his hand over 
reports to Willie Obiano, Ndi-Anambra and Nigeria that his government 

is handing over a whooping sum of $156 million which he was able 
to acquire from foreign and local bonds and these should have been 

disputed if the figures were wrong and implicating no managing 
director of the banks have done that till date, “A true political giants 
he is I must say” breaking down these figures he stated that he left 

$50 million and seven billion Naira in the states access account, $55 
million and 10 billion naira in the state fidelity account and $50 million in 
Diamond account, all in bid to eradicate poverty by 2050 in Anambra. 

“

By Iduh Mathew

Issues
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Anambra: Broken contraception 
in the course of transformation  

T
he Aristotelian concept 
of  good governance is 
political stability but 

reversal is the case which 
implies that if  the true definition 
of  governments according to 
Abraham Lincoln is “for the 
people and by the people’’ it’s 
therefore implies that every 
successive government ought to 
bear the interests of  the people 
at heart thereby creating an 
horizon of  three dimensional 
growth which should focus on 
short-term mid-term and long-
term.

And so every visionary 
leader who focuses on the 
above dimensional stages of  
growth is truly a transformative 
leader because he will not 
only focus on the presence 
of  his administration but the 
administration of  his successor 
and is successor’s successor 
which I call “the future” in other 
words the long term dimension. 
A society that experiences bad 
governance is already at doom 
as such society experiences 
political instability and decay 
which impedes indispensability 
and national growth. I could 
rightly say that Aristotle in his 
political philosophy had the 
vision of  Nigeria in his thoughts 
as there seem a conspicuous 
gap between demands and the 
practical realization of  good 
governance and in the light of  
Chinua Achebe’s things fall 
apart by paraphrasing the very 
moment envy sets in there can 
never be a point focus in servitude 
but a phenomenal growth of  
pride such that those from the 
trench see the political positions 
as a libration from generational 
poverty that has be clouded 
them for long, thereby creating 
astute poverty where there was 
none. Presently, Nigeria is faced 
with the challenge of  integrity 
and accountability among 
public officeholders. 

It is important to note that 
it is difficult for a democracy to 
thrive in Nigeria in the context 
of  the severe crisis of  confidence 
that afflicts governance and the 
doubtful integrity of  today’s 
leaders in the public sectors. 
This situation is at variance with 
the philosophies and legacies 
of  past leaders and nationalists 
who have contributed to the 
development of  democracy 
in Nigeria. And Nigeria is 
currently suffering from a serious 
challenge of  bad governance 
coupled with corruption 
and lack of  accountability in 
governance. Corruption (the 
abuse of  public office for private 
gains), democratic dictatorship, 
economic woes, decayed 
infrastructural facilities, and 
poor welfare of  citizens, but this 
loss of  perception of  what good 

governance entails in Nigeria is 
tied to the question of  integrity. 
Nigeria have largely focused on 
the apparent problems bedeviling 
democratic governance in 
Nigeria , the general processes 
of  governance in Nigeria 
concerning the political, social 
and economic infrastructures in 
the country , synthesis of  donor 
support to good governance in 
Nigeria within the context of  a 
political economy analysis of  
Nigeria , and the democracy-
good governance nexus in 
Nigeria . But we have not linked 
good governance in Nigeria to 
the concepts of  integrity and 
accountability under the ambit 
of  Awolowo and Azikwe. Every 
contractor understands pretty 
well that the strength of  his 
job is on the foundation which 
means that his attention should 
be to get the foundation right as 
it would carry other structures 
that would also birth other 
structures; this off  course is the 
case of  governance in Nigeria. 

While visionary leaders 
like our Zik and Obafemi of  
the present democratic system 
are working round the clock to 
debunk the 2016 evidence that 
categorically rated Nigeria as 
a sect with poor governance 
among the 19 poorest, 

unhappiest, unhealthiest, and 
most dangerous nations in the 
world despite being the largest 
oil producer in Africa having 
realized that the foundation of  
governance in Nigeria is broken 
and making efforts to rebuild, 
others have vowed never to allow 
stability or national development 
thrive.

An Africa adage says that 
there is no smoke without fire 
and this is the case of  Anambra 
states; no doubts that the people 
of  Anambra state are happy to 
have the former CBN governor 
as their new governor after Willie 
Obiano, the excitement is of  
greater expectation by surpassing 
that of  his predecessor Dr. Peter 
Obi, what an irony? Why not 
Willie Obiano.

The one time vice presidential 
candidate under the canopy 
of  the people’s democratic 
party in 2016 have become a 
household reference point of  
good governance as he left an 
indelible mark in the state. It will 
be clearly recorded that upon 
handover to the administration 
of  Willie Obiano the state of  
Anambra had millions of  dollars 
in a treasury and in Obiano’s 
hand over to Professor Soludo 
the state owes millions of  dollars 
what a broken contraception in 

the transformative bridge, how 
feasible is the realization of  
the people’s expectation from 
the present administration that 
began few days back considering 
the current status of  her 
treasury has revealed by the new 
governor. Could this be another 
cold war in the South East when 
we are yet to understand the one 
in Imo State.

The transparency policy 
of  Peter Obi is clear evidence 
why he cannot stop sharing 
with public his strategies for 
achieving such great feat. We 
could recall that in 2014 in an 
interview as documented in 
his hand over reports to Willie 
Obiano, Ndi-Anambra and 
Nigeria that his government is 
handing over a whooping sum 
of  $156 million which he was 
able to acquire from foreign and 
local bonds and these should 
have been disputed if  the figures 
were wrong and implicating no 
managing director of  the banks 
have done that till date, “A true 
political giants he is I must say” 
breaking down these figures he 
stated that he left $50 million and 
seven billion Naira in the states 
access account, $55 million 
and 10 billion naira in the state 
fidelity account and $50 million 
in Diamond account, all in bid 

to eradicate poverty by 2050 in 
Anambra. No civil or pensioner 
has risen up his or her head to 
claim non-payments from his 
administration I wonder how 
many will soon troop out in 
number to the government 
house to bugle Soludo over 
non-payment in few weeks from 
today.

Dr Peter will be was and 
still is a leader with the three 
dimension of  national growth 
as he placed value in saving in 
foreign currency with a long-
term vision because he knew 
by now Anambra state should 
worth more than $600 million 
by investment, a mission 
that has been broken and the 
people are espouse to poverty 
through lack of  vision in the 
transformative process, he had 
the need to borrow yet he saw 
reasons to save because he 
knew that with the 70% effort is 
administration have put in place 
subsequent administration can 
comfortably pay back without 
knowing or feeling that any 
amounts left the state’s treasury 
knowing that the state would 
be worth more than a billion 
dollars by 2050 he applied to 
the world bank for 120 million 
dollars loan and 40 million 
dollars was initially granted for 
building the educational sector 
how thoughtful he was? And 
today, what Obiano left for prof. 
Soludo is a huge path of  debt. 
Where lies then the vision of  
eradicating poverty by Dr Peter 
Obi? These would have been 
the stage of  massive success in 
Anambra because Soludo would 
have reasonably exceeded the 
expectations of  the people by 
bringing national development 
and state growth by preventing 
the poverty contraception from 
breaking.

The question then is Obiano 
rightly built some projects that 
yielded profits were then is the 
profits. It is a pity, to hear from 
a newly sworn- in governor in 
his first interview on AriseTv 
that the treasury of  the state is 
suffering when he was ask about 
the challenges on ground in 
terms of  infrastructure and other 
developmental approaches. But 
we know Soludo is a man who 
is intellectually fortified with 
finance issues and would do 
all in his capacity to redeem 
the transformative image of  
Peter Obi on like his immediate 
predecessor.

Soludo has describe Obiano 
as a good man with the interest 
of  the people of  Anambra at 
heart but then he commented 
that he didn’t do well and as a 
member of  same party their 
duty is to make amend and 
continue the trajectory as he is 
willing to private investors and 
make use of  the commitment of  
the good people and the good 
will of  Anambra.

Obiano Soludo
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A �re�ghter clears the rubble of a government building hit by Russian rockets in Mykolaiv on March 29, 2022.

F
resh talks between Ukraine 
and Russia have begun in 
Istanbul, with Kyiv seek-
ing a ceasefire without 

compromising on its sovereignty or 
territorial integrity and both sides 
playing down hopes of  an early 
breakthrough.

Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, opened the talks on Tues-
day – the two delegations’ first face-
to-face meeting in more than a fort-
night – at the Dolmabahçe Palace in 
Istanbul, urging both sets of  negoti-
ators to “put an end to this tragedy”.

With Russia’s invasion appearing 
stalled on the ground, Erdogan said 
each side had “legitimate concerns” 
but added: “We have now entered 
a period where concrete results are 
needed.” It should be “possible to 
reach a solution acceptable to the 
international community”, he said, 
with further conflict “in no one’s in-
terest”.

Ukrainian media said the talks – 
with the Russian oligarch Roman 
Abramovich in attendance – start-
ed with “a cold welcome and no 
handshake”. Mykhailo Podolyak, 
a political adviser to the Ukrainian 
president, Volodymr Zelenskiy, said 
delegations were working on “the 
entire spectrum of  contentious is-
sues”.

Ukraine’s foreign minister, 
Dmytro Kuleba, said the least he 
was hoping for was an end to the 
country’s humanitarian catastro-
phe, and the most was a ceasefire. 
“We are not trading people, land or 
sovereignty,” he insisted.

“If  we see that the mood has 
changed and they are ready for a se-
rious, substantive conversation and 
balanced arrangements, then things 
will move forward,” Kuleba said. 
He said if  it was a “repetition of  
their propaganda”, then talks would 
again fail.

The first face-to-face talks in two 
weeks between Russia and Ukraine 
were due to start Tuesday, raising 

flickering hopes of  an end to a war 
that has ground into a bloody cam-
paign of  attrition.  

A senior US state department of-
ficial said Russia’s leader, Vladimir 
Putin, did not seem ready to make 
any compromises to end the war, 
and Vadym Denysenko, an adviser 
to the Ukrainian interior minister, 
said that he doubted there would be 
a breakthrough.

Moscow’s invasion of  Ukraine on 
24 February has killed an estimated 
20,000 people, forced more than 10 
million from their homes – includ-
ing more than 3.8 million who have 
fled the country – and triggered an 
unprecedented range of  western 
economic sanctions on Russia.

Kyiv has suggested Moscow may 
be more flexible after failing in its in-
itial aim of  encircling the Ukrainian 
capital and forcing the government’s 
capitulation, as its forces were held 
up by logistical failings, heavy losses 
and stiff  Ukrainian resistance.

“We have destroyed the myth of  
the invincible Russian army,” the 
mayor of  Kyiv, Vitali Klitschko, 
said. “We are resisting against the 
aggression of  one of  the strongest 
armies in the world and have suc-
ceeded in making them change their 
goals.”

A Russian strike battered the 
regional government building in 
the southern Ukrainian city of  
Mykolaiv, a key port under heavy 
assault for weeks, the regional gov-
ernor said on March 29, 2022. Gov-
ernor Vitaly Kim said that most peo-
ple inside the building had not been 
injured but several civilians and sol-
diers were unaccounted for.  

Ukrainian intelligence said on 
Tuesday that Putin was seeking to 
compensate for his “weakened, dis-
oriented” forces by trying to destroy 
cities through “indiscriminate artil-
lery fire and rocket-bomb attacks”.

Moscow said last week it was 
shifting its focus to expanding the 
territory held by pro-Russian separa-

Ukraine-Russia peace talks start in Turkey 
amid warnings they may again fail

Oscars honour Ukraine with moment’s silence

T
he annual Oscars had been 
running for almost two hours 
when, after Reba McEntire 

performed ‘Somehow You Do’, a 
message came on the screen explain-
ing the broadcast would fall silent 
for 30 seconds in honour of  those in 
the country, which has been invaded 

by neighbouring Russia.
Message cards came on the screen 

which read in part: “While film is 
in an important avenue to express 
our humanity in times of  conflict, 
the reality is millions of  families in 
Ukraine need food, medical care, 
clean water, and emergency servic-
es.

“We ask you to support Ukraine 
in any way you are able. #Stand-
withukraine”

Ahead of  Riba’s performance, the 
country superstar was introduced 
by Mila Kunis – who is Ukrainian 
and has been raising money for the 
country – who made reference to 
the conflict, without mentioning the 
countries by name.

She said: “Recent global events 
have left many of  us feeling gutted. 
Yet, when you witness the strength 
and dignity of  those facing such 
devastation, it’s impossible to not be 
moved by their resilience.

“One cannot help but be in awe 

of  those who find strength to keep 
fighting through unimaginable dark-
ness.”

Ahead of  the ceremony, one of  
the evening’s hosts, Amy Schumer, 
admitted she’d requested Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zolensky ap-
pear by video link to call attention to 
the situation.

However, speaking on the red car-
pet, she suggested her idea hadn’t 
come to fruition.

She told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: 
“Oh gosh. Well, I did my darndest, 
I’ll just say that.

“But we’re all thinking about the 
people, the genocide going on in 
Ukraine and, you know, hopefully 
tonight there is some acknowledge-
ment and we get to celebrate.

“Everybody has had a really 
rough couple of  years -- nothing 
like they’re going through -- but I 
think it’ll be good for people to have 
a laugh and celebrate these movies 
that distracted us for a second.” 

tists in the contested Donbas region, 
where Zelenskiy has previously hint-
ed some compromise might be pos-
sible.

Zelenskiy has also warned repeat-
edly, however, that while Ukraine 
might be prepared to accept some 
kind of  neutral status with inter-
national guarantees, the country’s 
“sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity” remain its top priority in any 
talks.

Putin has demanded the “demil-
itarisation and denazification” of  
Ukraine, as well as the imposition of  
neutral status and recognition of  the 
Donbas and Crimea, which Mos-
cow seized in 2014, as no longer part 
of  Ukrainian territory.

Ukrainian forces retook Irpin, 
north-west of  Kyiv, from Russian 
troops, who were regrouping to take 
the area back, Zelenskiy said late on 
Monday. “We still have to fight, we 
have to endure,” he said. “We can’t 

How Prince Philip and the Queen met: 
The story of a royal relationship

O
n Tuesday morning, the 
Queen and other senior 
members of  the royal fam-

ily will gather at Westminster Ab-
bey for Prince Philip’s memorial 
service.

The Duke of  Edinburgh and the 
monarch were married for 73 years 
until his death in April last year.

His funeral was attended by just 
30 guests due to Covid-19 restric-
tions, with photographs from inside 
St George’s Chapel at Windsor Cas-
tle showing the Queen sitting alone 
for the duration of  the service.

Today’s event will mark the mon-
arch’s first public appearance out-
side of  her own residences this year.

Prince Charles, the Duchess 
of  Cornwall, the Princess Royal, 
Prince William, the Duchess of  
Cambridge, and Prince Andrew 
will also be in attendance.

The Queen recently spoke of  
her love for Prince Philip in her 
2021 Christmas message, telling 
the public: “Christmas can be hard 
for those who have lost loved ones. 
This year, especially, I understand 
why.”

The couple were first introduced 
at the wedding of  Prince Philip’s 
cousin, Princess Marina, to Prince 
George, Duke of  Kent in 1934.

At the time, the Corfu-born Phil-
ip was the Prince of  Greece and 
Denmark. He was 13 years old, 
while the then Princess Elizabeth 
was aged eight.

They met again five years later 
in 1939 at Dartmouth Royal Naval 

College.
According to Elizabeth’s govern-

ess, Marion Crawford, the princess 
was drawn to Philip’s “Viking” 
good looks. Crawford recalls in her 
memoir, The Little Princesses, that 
Philip caused the teenage Elizabeth 
to turn “pink-faced” when she saw 
him.

Another person close to Elizabeth 
who clocked her fondness of  Philip 
early on was Margaret Rhodes, her 
cousin, who wrote in her autobiog-
raphy, The Final Curtsey: A Royal 
Memoir by the Queen’s Cousin, 
that she “was truly in love from the 
very beginning”.

Apparently, Elizabeth’s attraction 
towards Philip was noted by his un-
cle, Lord Louis Mountbatten, who 
described their first meeting as “a 
great success” in his diary.

Posing during their honeymoon in 1947
on Broadlands Estate, Hampshire.

Amy Schumer had called for the Oscars to 
recognise the con�ict in Ukraine.

raise expectations.”
Firefighters continue to cooling 

works at a completely destroyed 
logistics warehouse, where approx-
imately 50 thousand tons of  food 
became unusable, after it was hit by 
Russian shellings on 13th March, in 
Brovary District of  Kyiv, Ukraine on 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022.

A senior US defence official said 
Ukrainian troops had also retaken 
Trostyanets, south of  Sumy, in the 
east, adding that Russia’s forces 
remained largely in defensive posi-
tions near Kyiv and were making 
little forward progress elsewhere in 
the country.



ome family members 

Sof  passengers aboard 
the Kaduna-bound 

train attacked on Monday 
say they are yet to know the 
fate of  their relatives.

Speaking to a News 
Agency of  Nigeria (NAN) 
at the Rigasa Railway 
station in Kaduna on 
Tuesday, they said they 
were yet  to establish 
contact, 14 hours after the 
tragic incident.

T h e y,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
appealed to the state 
government to come to their 
aid to relieve them of  the 
apprehension they were 

 serial fraudster, 

AMohammed Sani 
Zubair, has been 

sentenced to two years 
imprisonment.

Justice Ijeoma Ojukwu 
of  the Federal High Court 
sitting in Maitama, Abuja, 
convicted and sentenced 
him.

Z u b a i r  w a s  f i r s t 
arraigned on October 8, 
2018, on a four-count 
c h a r ge  b o r d e r i n g  o n 
fraudulent dealings.

He and accomplices 
“ t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n 
d e f r a u d i n g  p e o p l e ” , 
scammed retired Major 
General Geoffrey Ejiga to 
the tune of  N180,000,000.

T h e  c h i l d r e n 
petit ioned the EFCC, 
informing them that a 
syndicate took advantage 
of  their father's old age.

EFCC, in one of  the 
counts, said Zubair made a 
wr i t t en  s t a t ement  to 

Naziru Aminu Shehu, an 
operative, on October 28, 
2016 “which you knew to 
be false”.

H i s  o f f e n c e  i s 
punishable under Section 
39 (2) (a) and (b) of  the 
Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 

e s i d e n t s  o f  RLangtang South 
Local Government 

Area of  Plateau State have 
r e c o u n t e d  t h e i r  u g l y 
experience of  using urine to 
q u e n c h  t h e  f i r e  t h a t 
engu l f ed  the  ongo ing 
Incubation Centre Project 
of  the National Board of  
Technology Incubation 
(NBTI) Abuja, located in 
Mabudi, headquarters of  
the council, as a result of  
lack of  water.

It was gathered that the 

ongoing project was said to 
have been set ablaze by yet-
to-be-identified persons.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
eyewitness, Mr Lohpon 
Nimfah Lar, who together 
with other locals helped to 
quench the fire, “At about 8 
pm on Sunday, we were told 
that there was fire at the 
Incubation Centre and we 
ran to the place, there was 
no water. One of  us had to 
r e m ove  h i s  s h i r t  a n d 
everybody was told to 
urinate on the shirt.

“After urinating, the 
shirt became wet so we used 
it by placing it on any 

burning wood and brushed 
it until the fire is off  before 
those who went for water 
arrived.

“You know because of  
our terrain here, water is a 
scarce commodity, so you 
can understand why it took 
long before the water will 
come, and that's why we 
have to use our urine.”

Another eyewitness, Mr 
Samson Shama who used 
his car to get water said 
members of  the community 
had to use knapsack farm 
sprayers in their numbers to 
help put off  the fire.

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e 

government to put such 
c r i t i c a l  n e e d s  i n t o 
consideration such as a 
mini fire station for a project 
of  that nature while security 
personnel be deployed to 
the site until it is completed 
and commissioned for use.

H o n .  B e n i  L a r ,  a 
m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Langtang North/Langtang 
South in the House of  
Re p r e s e n t a t ive s,  w h o 
visited the Paramount ruler 
o f  M a b u d i ,  P o n z h i 
Nimmak Dauda over the 
incident before proceeding 
to the project site, assured 
the community that the 

multi-million naira project 
is going to be completed 
and commissioned for the 
benefit of  all Nigerians.

Lar was accompanied 
by the embattled Chairman 
of  Langtang North LGC, 
H o n .  J o s h u a  L a v e n 
stressed that “I will not in 
any way be distracted by 
those detractors  from 
delivering on my campaign 
promises by ensuring that 
my constituents and the 
good people of  Plateau 
State and the country rip 
t h e  d i v i d e n d s  o f  
democracy at all time.

(Establishment) Act, 2004.
After Zubair pleaded 

“not guilty”, prosecution 
counsel, Richards Dauda 
prayed for an accelerated 
hearing. Defence counsel, 
O. F. Ekengba did not 
object.

J u s t i c e  O j u k w u 

however gave the convict 
an option of  a fine of  
N400,000.

The anti-graft agency 
disclosed that it found out 
that Zubair was involved in 
several other fraudulent 
activities.

passing through.
Mr Mohammed Barau, 

a resident of  Ungwan Rimi 
area of  Kaduna, said he was 
at the train station to have 
an update regarding the 
incident, adding that his 
younger brother was in the 
train attacked.

“We called his line 
several  t imes without 
response, until later his 
friend seated with him in the 
train picked and told us that 
my brother left his phone on 
the seat and that he did not 
know his where-about.

“When we later tried to 
call again, the phone was 

switched off, and when we 
called the friend, he was 
not picking.

“ B y  n o w ,  t h e  
government should have 
released a comprehensive 
list of  people killed, those 
injured, as well as the 
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  
evacuated.

“At least, when this is 
done, it would give us 
some peace of  mind, but 
we  h ave  n o t  h e a r d  
anything yet,” he said

Also,  Miss  Lami  
Gombo, a resident of  
Kudenden, in Kaduna, 
said she was yet hear from 

her brother, who was on 
board the train.

“His telephone lines 
are switched off; we have 
been to the Nigerian Army 
Reference Hospital, but 
did not see him there.

“The development is 
worrisomeas; the entire 
family is confused as to 
whether our brother is still 
alive, dead, or had been 
kidnaped,” she said.

Others who spoke to 
NAN expressed the same 
feeling, adding that their 
minds were never at rest as 
a result of  the non-contact 
with relatives on board the 
attacked train.

A staff  of  the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation, 

who was also in the ill-
fated train, told NAN that 
some of  the passengers 
had fled into the bush for 
safety when the incident 
occurred.

“ N o b o d y  c a n  
a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  
passengers were kidnaped 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  
pandemonium must have 
caused a lot of  people to 
run into the bush to 
safeguard their lives,” said 
the staff, who did not want 
his name mentioned.

NAN reports that the 
Kaduna-bound train,  
which left Abuja 6pm on 
Monday, was attacked by 
s u s p e c t e d  t e r r o r i s t s  
around 7.45 pm, with just 
15 minutes drive left for it 
to arrive in Kaduna.

K a d u n a  S t a t e  
Commissioner for Home 
Affairs  and Inter nal  

he Benue Pol ice TC o m m a n d  o n 
Tuesday arraigned 

one Ordye Orpin, 55, for the 
alleged rape of  a 14-year-old 
girl before a Makurdi Upper 
Area Court 2b.

The Police Prosecutor, 
Insp. Rachael Mchiave told 
the court that the case was 
r e c e i ve d  a t  t h e  S t a t e 
Criminal  Invest igation 
D e p a r t m e n t  ( S C I D ) 
M a k u r d i  f r o m  “ A ” 
D i v i s i o n a l  P o l i c e 
Headquarters Gboko on 
Friday.

Mchiave said one James 
Igbana of  Chikan Street, 
Rice Mill, Gboko West, had 
reported the case at 'A' 
Division Police Station 
Gboko on March 10 before 
it was forwarded to the 
SCID, according to reports.

Mchiave said Orpin of  
Genger Village, Gboko 
Local Government took the 
niece of  the informant to 
Gura Village, Gboko under 
the pretext that he was going 

to treat her.
“ O n  h i s  w a y,  t h e 

accused forcefully had 
sexual intercourse with her 
against her wish and was 
arrested.

“However, during our 
investigation, the accused 
c o n f e s s e d  t o  h a v i n g 
committed the offence.

“Investigation into the 
matter is still ongoing and 
we need more t ime to 
complete it,” he said.

M c h i a v e  s a i d  t h e 
a c c u s e d  c o n t r av e n e d 
Section 284 (2) of  the 
Violence Against Persons 
Prohibition Law of  Benue 
S t a t e  2 0 1 9 .
When the case came up for 
mention, no plea was taken 
for want of  jurisdiction.

T h e  p r e s i d i n g 
Magistrate, Mrs Dooshima 
Ikpambese remanded the 
accused at the Correctional 
Cent re,  Makurd i ,  and 
adjourned the case to April 
28 for further mention.

Security, Mr Samuel 
Aruwan, on Tuesday, said 
the train had been secured 
by military personnel, and 
that government had 
evacuated passengers on 
board it.

He said the staff  of  
Kaduna State Emergency 
Management Agency 
(KADSEMA) and Nigeria 
Re d  C r o s s,  K a d u n a  
chapter, conducted the 
evacuation.

When contacted for 
details of  the casualty 
figure, an official of  
KADSEMA who did not 
want his name mentioned, 
sa id  they were  s t i l l  
working on the details.

Meanwhi le,  t ra in  
service, including other 
business activities at the 
Rigasa Railway station, 
K a d u n a ,  h a d  b e e n  
grounded as a result of  the 
incident.
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The scene of the Kaduna train attack



r e s i d e n t  PM u h a m m a d u  
Buhari has broken 

h i s  s i l e n c e  o n  t a x  
administration in Nigeria, 
saying the 2021 Finance 
Act empowers the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service 
FIRS as the sole authority 
to administer tax for the 
Federal Government.

Buhari who spoke at 
the second National Tax 
Dialogue Week, in Abuja 

over nor of  the 

GCentral Bank of  
Niger ia  (CBN) 

Godwin Emefiele has said 
the apex bank and the 
par ticipating f inancial 
institutions disbursed over 
N3 trillion in intervention 
loans to facilitate economic 
recovery since the COVID-
19 pandemic.

E m e f i e l e  s a i d  t h e 
intervention loans were 
disbursed to households, 
Small and Medium Scales 
enterprises, smallholders 
farmers to cushion the 
negative effects of  the 
pandemic.

The CBN Governor 
stated this at the Ekiti State 
University (EKSU), Ado-
Ekiti, while delivering a 
convocation lecture titled: 
“The role of  Central Bank 
in managing economic 
downturns,” to mark the 
40th anniversary of  the 
university.

Emefiele, represented 
by the Deputy Governor, 
Corporate Affairs, Mr. 
Edward Adamu, said N948 
b n  w a s  d i s b u r s e d  t o 
4,478,381 small-holder 
farmers to boost  food 
production in the country.

He added that apart 
from encouraging farming, 
the lofty scheme introduced 
to revive the ailing economy 
had generated 12.5 m direct 
a n d  i n d i r e c t  j o b s  f o r 
unemployed  Niger ian 
youths.

The CBN Governor 
added under the credit 
facility to help households 
and businesses that suffered 
significant losses during the 
pandemic, that the bank 
had disbursed N368.79 
b i l l i o n  t o  7 7 8 , 0 0 0 
beneficiaries.

Emefiele noted that 
648,052 households and 
owner s  o f  Sma l l  and 
M e d i u m  E n t e r p r i s e s 
benefited from the federal 

government-driven policy.
The CBN boss said: 

“As you all know, one of  the 
major challenges facing the 
N i ge r i a n  e c o n o my  i s 
overreliance on revenues 
and fore ign  exchange 
earnings from the sale of  
crude oil, even though 
petrol represents just 10 
percent of  our GDP.

“Moreso, the non-oil 
s e c t o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d 
manufacturing sectors, 
which contributes about 30 
and 13 percent to our GDP 
have been confronted with 
l o w  i n v e s t m e n t s , 
inadequate credit to the real 
s e c t o r  a n d  w e a k 
infrastructure.

“Furthermore, with an 
annual population growth 
rate of  2.8 percent, it was 
important that all efforts 
were made available for 

Nigerians, particularly in 
s e c t o r s  t h a t  h a d  t h e 
potential to absorb youth. 
We were aware that if  
necessary support was 
given to households and 
business, productivity will 
rise and investment will 
flow into our economy,” he 
stated.

Vice-Chancellor of  
E K S U,  P r o f  E d w a r d 
Olanipekun, described the 
40 years of  the university as 
impac t fu l ,  say ing  the 
institution has been a 
reliable training ground for 
future leaders.

Olanipekun said that 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s 
e x p e r i e n c i n g  s o m e 
challenges as a human 
institution, assuring that no 
effort will be spared to keep 
the flag flying in its resolve 
to be a good citadel of  
learning for Nigerians.

administrative processes 
a n d  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  
harmonised within a single 
system.

”One key deliverable of  
this year's tax dialogue is to 
promote synergy in tax 
administration among the 
d i f f e r e n t  t i e r s  o f  
government.

” H a r m o n i s i n g  
taxpayer- identi f icat ion 
across the country is a good 
start but we must do more to 
promote ease of  doing 
business (including ease of  
tax compliance) in Nigeria.

”On our part, we have 
started by clarifying in the 
2021 Finance Act that FIRS 
is the sole authority to 
administer tax for the 
Federal Government.

”This  c lar i f i ca t ion  
became necessary in order 

h e  K o g i  S t a t e TG o v e r n m e n t 
through its Kogi 

State Internal Revenue 
Service agency has shut 
down a number of  critical 
telecommunications sites 
in the state in a bid to force 
telecom operators to pay 
more taxes and levies. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Association of  Licensed 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Operators of  Nigeria, this is 
likely to cause a potential 
communications blackout 
in the whole of  Kogi, parts 
of  Abuja,  Nassarawa, 
Benue, Enugu, Anambra, 
Edo, Ondo, Ekiti, Kwara, 
and Niger states. 

The umbrella body of  
telecom providers said the 
telecom facilities were 
being shut down as a result 
of  disputes arising from 
unusual taxes and levies 
demanded by the state 
government in an attempt 
to increase its Internally 
G e n e r a t e d  R e v e n u e 
collection. 

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t , 
ALTON said, “This action 
followed an ex-parte court 
order obtained by the KIRS 
ove r  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d 
a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  o u r 
members are in default of  
tax payments to the state 
government (which is not 
the truth) and access to 
these critical telecom sites 
has been denied.

“As a result of  these 
a c t i o n s  b y  t h e  s t a t e 
government, our members 
are unable to refuel power 
generators in these sites, a 
situation which has led to 

outage of  over 70 sites 
including hub sites across 
parts of  Kogi State. Now, 
with a likely impact on nine 
states surrounding Kogi 
(namely: Nasarawa, Benue, 
Enugu, Anambra, Edo, 
Ondo, Ekiti, Kwara, Niger 
states. These are states 
sharing borders with Kogi 
State), and Abuja the FCT 
inclusive. 

“ W e  a r e  v e r y 
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s 
indiscriminate action has 
the potential of  further 
l e a d i n g  t o  a  t o t a l 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
outage in Kogi State with 
neighboring states and 
parts of  the Federal Capital 
Te r r i t o r y  a d v e r s e l y 
impacted. 

“To the best of  our 
knowledge, our members 
have settled all statutory 
levies and taxes due to the 
Kogi State Government 
and have taken necessary 
steps to comply with local 
laws that govern business 
activities within Kogi State. 

“These are charges 
described as: annual right 
of  way renewal; social 
ser vices  contr ibut ion; 
e m p l o y e e  e c o n o m i c 
development levy; mast site 
premises renewal;  f ire 
service yearly renewal.

“Others are from the 
Kogi State Environmental 
Pro tec t ion  Board  on : 
payment of  environmental 
levy; failure to submit an 
environmental  impact 
assessment report; failure 
to register industry; failure 
to submit environmental 
audit report every two 

years; storage of  petroleum 
products and radioactive 
materials without written 
permission from KSEPB; 
failure to comply with 
setbacks to roads, power 
lines, and rivers/streams; 
and dumping of  toxic or 
hazardous substances or 
hazardous substances or 
harmful waste without 
KSEPB approval. 

According to ALTON, 
the action of  KIRS will 
jeopardise communication 
s e r v i c e s  p r ov i d e d  t o 
security agencies such as 
the Nigeria Police Force, 
t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s , 
emergency and socia l 
services in Kogi and other 
neighboring states, as well 
a s  a u t o m a t i c  t e l l e r 
m a c h i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
affected states. 

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 
shutdown was already 
affecting its ability to 
deliver communications 
services to critical agencies 
of  the governments across 
the affected states. 

It said the office of  the 
National Security Adviser 
had in the past asked the 36 
state governments in the 
n a t i o n  t o  t r e a t 
telecommunications sites 
a s  C r i t i c a l  N a t i o n a l 
Infrastructure. 

According to it, the 
sites are critical socio-
economic and security 
infrastructure, and states 
had been advised against 
sealing them off  as such 
actions would negatively 
impact national security. 

I n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  
improved tax revenue for the 
country which will not 
necessarily impose new tax 
rates on Nigerians was now 
necessary.

”We all know that good 
intention is not enough as 
they simply cannot pay for 
infrastructure, security or 
social amenities. We must 
therefore improve tax 
revenue without necessarily 
raising new taxes.

” R e v e n u e  f r o m  
commodities, including 
crude oil, are too volatile 
and unreliable. Therefore, I 
pledge the government's 
support for any viable 
initiative for improving tax 
r e ve n u e  t h a t  s h o u l d  
e m a n a t e  f r o m  t h i s  
dialogue,'' he said.

on Tuesday, said the 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  b e c a m e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  a v o i d  
taxpayers being burdened 
w i t h  m u l t i p l e  t a x  
compliance obligations 
towards different agencies 
of  the same government.

Recall that the FIRS 
a n d  R i v e r s  S t a t e  
government have been 
engaged in a battle of  wits 
over tax collection at the 
state level.

r e a t  N i g e r i a 

GInsurance  P lc, 
GNI, has said that 

its MotorFlex is a specially 
designed third-party motor 
insurance policy with 
extended cover.

In a statement, the 
company's spokesperson, 
Ms. Oyinkansola Sobande, 
said that GNI MotorFlex 
insurance package takes 
care of  the insured's car as 
well as the third party.

Accord ing  to  he r, 
many vehicle owners desire 
t o  h ave  a  c ove r  t h a t 
provides more benefits than 
the regular third-party 
motor insurance but at an 
affordable premium not as 
high as the comprehensive 
insurance. This discovery 
intimated the organization 
to develop a customized 
policy that will meet the 
specific needs of  the target 

public.
A l s o  s p e a k i n g , 

Managing Director/CEO, 
Mrs. Cecilia Osipitan noted 
that the organization in its 
efforts to deepen insurance 
penetration developed 
unique insurance products 
at competitive rates aimed 
at assisting policy holders 
in risk mitigation. The 
products are GNI Motor 
Flex, Great Savers Delight 
(GSD), GNI Fire Proof  
and Personal Accident 
Insurance (PAI) which are 
duly approved and certified 
by the industry principal 
regulator, the National 
Insurance Commission 
(NAICOM).

She said that the GNI 
MotorFlex offers a wide 
scope of  protection cover in 
addition to all the benefits 
o f  t h i r d - p a r t y  m o t o r 
insurance.

Buhari used the forum 
t o  r e s t a t e  h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
commitment to an efficient 
tax administrat ion to 
improve tax revenue in the 
country.

He insisted that a 
situation where the current 
tax system in the country, 
characterised by fragmented 
administration, multiple 
and sometimes, overlapping 
taxes may not augur well for 
the system.

He said, 'In most tax-
e f f i c ient  nat ions,  tax  

to avoid taxpayers being 
burdened with multiple tax 
compliance obligations 
towards different agencies 
of  the same government.

”Multiplicity of  tax 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  a s  
undesirable as a multiplicity 
o f  t a x e s ;  i t  c r e a t e s  
uncertainty and instability; 
a n d  a b ove  a l l ,  i t  i s  
inefficient,” the President 
said at the Dialogue themed 
”Tax Harmonisation for 
E n h a n c e d  R e v e n u e  
Generation.''

The President also 
expressed concerns over the 
dwindling revenues from 
commodities, insisting that 
there is an urgent need to 
maximise domestic revenue 
within the extant tax policy 
and laws.
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The price of the prize 
T

he momentous 
pursuit of  
an ambition, 

oftentimes, is triggered 
by its value. This vital 
force often comes with 
an undistracted focus fed 
and sustained by myopic 
concentration - and 
here persistence marries 
resilience. With this, 
nothing can discourage 
or hinder the conquest of  
such pursuit by the owner 
or initiator.

The ownership of  
ideas or the visualization 
of  a mission comes 
with some degree of  
conviction that will in 
turn provide reasons for 
perseverance. This is why 
copycats or imitators 
rarely complete any 
project with beauty. They 
lack originality. Imitation 
leads to limitation.

It’s always the case 
that the man who wears 
the shoe knows where 
it pinches. The one on 
the hot seat feels the 
real heat. He who owns 
an idea can modify it to 
suit its purpose - and this 
comes along at extra cost 
and pains that must be 
endured for meaningful 
results.

Being the head comes 
with a lot of  responsibility; 
the understanding and 
execution depend more 
on the state of  the head. 
A sound mind would 
most likely come up with 
sound ideas. This is where 
perception and approach 
make the difference. It 
pays to protect what we 
value.

It is the golden rule that 
those with the gold make 
the rule. No man can give 
what he lacks. No one can 
go beyond his vision for 
what we see is what we 
can get. Our achievement 
is a function of  our 
imagination backed up 
with preparation which 
is dependent on time and 
space.

Where value is 
not known, abuse is 
inevitable. Conversely, 
the knowledge of  value 
leads to its appreciation, 

and with appreciation 
comes preservation. Be 
thankful for the gift of  life. 
Do things that promote a 
healthy lifestyle so that 
you will be fit to work 
and pay the price for that 
prize.

Even in the dictionary, 
price precedes prize. 
Therefore to get the prize 
the price must be known 
and paid and in time.

Preparation and 
practice lead to good 
work and excellent 
results. Success comes 
when preparation meets 
opportunity. Prepare 
very well. Regardless of  
the cost and pain, train 
yourself.

Stretching beyond the 
limit is one of  the things 
that can make one the 
best among equals. To 
get a different result, do 
things differently but 
positively. 

To get things done, 
turn the table. Provoke 
discussion if  you need 
more knowledge and 
enlightenment. Ask 
questions if  you need 
answers and clarity. If  
you want to learn more, 
teach.

Going the extra 
mile often produces 
extraordinary results. 
Endure the pains for the 
gains ahead.

To receive, give. 
Release leads to increase. 
To have something, you 
must give another thing in 

exchange. Everything has 
a price. In other words, 
a clinched finger rarely 
experiences abundance. 
It rather suffers from lack.

Every development 
occurs at a cost. Growth 
takes a lot of  resources. 
Invest time and other 
resources where they 
matter. Make meaningful 
investments and avoid 
every form of  waste. 

Life is all about 
giving and taking. 
To get something, 
something must be given 
or exchanged for it. As 
long as the covenant of  
day and night remains, 
the seedtime and harvest 
time will surely come. 
Life is more of  give and 
get - and the measure 
with which we give is the 
measure with which we 

will get but most times 
in more measures. The 
extent to which we go 
will determine the result 
we will get.

There must be a 
balance in equilibrium 
for life to go on. Without 
night, there will be no 
day. Tall and short define 
height. Loss and gain are 
interwoven, and lack adds 
meaning to abundance 
and affluence.  

Having discovered 
yourself  and realized 
your dream, sit down and 
analyze the cost. How 
much time, money, talent, 
and other resources 
will it take to actualize 
the dream? With the 
resources available, 
what are the things that 
are to be done, when, 
where, and how for this 
to happen? This is where 
planning precedes action.

 Since structure 
governs function, do you 
have the structure for 
meaningful execution? 
Do a thorough SWOT 
Analysis. 

The next is action. 
Right and timely action 
for the right place and 
purpose make the 
difference. The things we 
do but more importantly 
how we do them count.

To act right, the reason 
for the season must be 
sought and with this, the 
purpose for the action 
would be known and 
appreciated. This way 
abuse would be prevented 

or minimized. With this, 
no price could be seen to 
be too much towards the 
actualization of  noble 
ambition. 

The first step in this 
direction is to have a 
proper plan and budget. 
Assign cost and timeline 
to everything you want 
to do. It may not be 
absolute but it will serve 
as a good guide, giving 
room for adjustment and 
modification. Plan the 
work and work the plan.  

Play around with 
things and if  possible 
make mistakes and learn 
from them. Experience is 
indeed the best teacher.

To live and enjoy life 
without let or hindrance, 
do away with the 
competition. See no one’s 
success as a threat to you; 
instead discover a niche 
where you can excel, as 
there are opportunities 
everywhere for everyone. 
Be free in your soul and 
embrace things positively 
in the beauty of  totality.

Own noble ambition 
and pursue it to a logical 
conclusion but within the 
framework of  the law. Do 
all you can to exercise 
and enjoy your rights but 
in doing so be mindful 
of  others for where your 
right ends begins that of  
another. Human beings 
are interconnected and 
interrelated so we can 
do best in an atmosphere 
of  love and mutual 
respect. Treat people 
with dignity and you will 
have no cause to worry 
about many imaginary 
things. Be conscious of  
yourself  and cautious of  
your actions. In pursuit 
of  your ambitions and 
goals don’t be a clog in 
another person’s wheel 
of  progress. Never pull 
someone just to climb up 
the ladder. 

The best way to 
success is smart-hard 
work done out of  
creativity and passion. 
This way you can play 
around with things and 
create unlimited wealth 
without stepping on toes. 
This is the right and best 
price for the prize. Do it.

Where value is not known, abuse is inevitable. 
Conversely, the knowledge of value leads to 

its appreciation, and with appreciation comes 
preservation. Be thankful for the gift of life. 

Do things that promote a healthy lifestyle so 
that you will be fit to work and pay the price 

for that prize. Even in the dictionary, price 
precedes prize. Therefore to get the prize the 
price must be known and paid and in time. 

Preparation and practice lead to good work 
and excellent results. Success comes when 

preparation meets opportunity. Prepare very 
well. Regardless of the cost and pain, train 

yourself.

Own noble ambition and pursue it to a logical 
conclusion but within the framework of the law. 
Do all you can to exercise and enjoy your rights 
but in doing so be mindful of others for where 
your right ends begins that of another. Human 
beings are interconnected and interrelated so 
we can do best in an atmosphere of love and 
mutual respect. Treat people with dignity and 
you will have no cause to worry about many 

imaginary things. Be conscious of yourself 
and cautious of your actions. In pursuit of 

your ambitions and goals don’t be a clog in 
another person’s wheel of progress. Never pull 

someone just to climb up the ladder. 
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Man Utd-linked Erik Ten
Hag ready to take Antony

rik ten Hag wants to bring EAjax winger, Antony with 
him to Manchester United 

if  he takes charge at Old Trafford.
Te n  H a g  wa s  f o r m a l ly 

interviewed by United last week 
as the Red Devils' hierarchy step 
up  the i r  search  for  a  new 
permanent boss to replace interim 
manager, Ralf  Rangnick.

Former Spurs boss, Mauricio 
Pochettino is also in the frame, 
while reports suggest Spain's Luis 
Enrique is also one of  the 
frontrunners to take over at Old 
Trafford.

Should Ten Hag take the 
helm, he will attempt to bring 
Antony with him, according to 
The Telegraph.

The Dutch boss is thought to 
have asked about United's vision 
and transfer budget in the talks 
with the Red Devils' hierarchy, 
with Brazil international Antony 
high on his wish list.

Antony has notched 12 goals 

atford striker, Cucho 

WH e r n a n d e z  h a s 
revealed he has studied 

the play of  former Manchester 
City star Sergio Aguero.

The Colombian – who has 
had three loan spells away from 
Watford – recently scored a brace 
i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  w i n  ove r 
Southampton.

“I've paid a lot of  attention to 
Kun Aguero,” he said. “I've had 
him as a reference since I started 
playing. I like to analyse his 
movements to try to improve 
myself.”

He continued: “Here you 
work a lot in the gym and on your 
speed,” he said. “You have to 
prepare twice as much to be able to 
face your opponents. The Premier 
League is back and forth. In a 
minute you go from an attack to a 

counter-attack.
“ D e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i s  a 

pending issue. Hereafter two 
seconds you have a man on top of  
you. In the area, it is very difficult 
to control and you have to find 
solutions quickly.

“It isn't an easy league and 
adapting quickly is complicated, 
but I'm having a good season for 
myself  and I'm very happy to be 
here.”

a n d  t e n  a s s i s t s  a c r o s s  a l l 
competitions this season, beating 
his goal contribution tally of  17 
last term.

Liverpool are also thought to 
be interested in the 22-year-old, 
despite claims in the Netherlands 
that top clubs would not be 
interested because of  his “idiotic 
behaviour”.

Antony's last goal came in the 
87th minute to secure a comeback 
win over Feyenoord, with the 
Brazilian removing his shirt and 
standing on top of  the advertising 
board.

He was booked by the referee 
then shown a second yellow 
moments later, leading to his 
sending off  in stoppage time.

And ex-Netherlands star, 
Rene van der Gijp claims the 22-
year-old's behaviour will not 
attract the likes of  Liverpool and 
Manchester City to make a bid for 
him this summer.

Unai Emery wants
Dennis at Villarreal

mmanuel Dennis' Efuture at Watford is 
in doubt as LaLiga 

side, Villarreal sent agents 
after him.

According to reports, 
Denni s  cou ld  de par t 
Vicarage Road after just 
one season following his 
arrival from Club Brugge 
in the summer.

T h e  2 4 - y e a r - o l d 
Nigerian international has 

o a n  L a p o r t a  h a s 

Jadmitted attempt was 
made last summer to seal 

a deal with  Joao Felix.
The Barcelona president, 

s p e a k i n g  t o  R A C 1  i n 
c o m m e n t s  c a r r i e d  b y 
Fabrizio Romano, revealed 
he ' s  a  huge  fan  o f  the 
Portuguese forward and that 
the player's representation is 
well aware of  it.

“I really like Joao Felix,” 
Laporta said. “It's a pleasure 
to see him playing football. 
L a s t  s u m m e r  we  we r e 
working to complete a swap 
deal with Atletico [Madrid] 
between Joao Felix and 
[Antoine] Griezmann, then it 
collapsed.”

Felix is currently away 
with the Portuguese national 
team, preparing to face North 
Macedonia in Porto this 
evening in a crucial World 
Cup Qualifier.

If  they win their place in 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar 
is secured.

Felix, 22, joined Los 
Rojiblancos from Benfica in 
the summer of  2019. He's 
since played 106 games for 

t h e  S p a n i s h  c l u b  a n d 
contributed 27 goals and 15 
assists.

H e ' s  m a d e  2 1 
appearances for Portugal and 
scored three goals.

Va l u e d  a t  € 7 0 m  b y 
Transfermarkt, Felix has 
endured a tough time since 
a r r iv i n g  a t  t h e  Wa n d a 
Metropolitano but has hit a 
fine run of  form so far this 
season.

He's contributed eight 
goals and six assists in 30 
appea rances  ac ros s  a l l 
compet i t ions  for  Diego 
S i m e o n e ' s  s i d e  a n d  i s 
beginning to look like the 
player that cost Atletico over 
€120m.

taken to  the Premier 
League by storm, scoring 
nine goals in his first 
campaign, and has caught 
the eye of  a number of  big 
clubs including Villarreal.

Watford will look to 
reduce the wage bill if  they 
should suffer relegation 
back to the Championship 
with big-earners such as 
Ben  Fos te r  and  Tom 
Cleverley being released.

ewcastle United are targeting 

Nwinger Ismaila Sarr for a 
summer transfer.

The Watford star has been impressive 
in the Premier League, despite his team 
likely heading for relegation.

According to The Sun, Newcastle are 
set to spend big in the summer transfer 
window.

Part of  their spending will involve 
bolstering their attack, and Sarr would 
fall into that category.

Another who is set to leave Watford 
is Emmanuel Dennis, who could head to 
La Liga club Villarreal for about £25 
million.

vory Coast boss, Patrice Beaumelle, Ihas said they were still pushing to 
secure the international status of  

Crystal Palace stopper Marc Guehi.
The central defender is a hot prospect 

in the Premier League, and has been 
touted as a future England star.

Despite making his debut for 
England in the 2-1 win over Switzerland 
on Saturday, Guehi could still switch 
allegiances.

Beaumelle said on the matter to 
reporters: “I have been following Marc for 
two years, since he was playing at 
Swansea.

“I know he can still choose Ivory 
Coast so we are working on that. I tried to 
contact him several weeks ago.

“But when I saw him in the English 
lists I understood that at the moment he 
wants to try with the Three Lions.

“The choice has to come from the 
heart. He will make his own decision. He 
did well in his first cap for England.

“Maybe we will try for the orange 
jersey of  Ivory Coast – you never know.

“I will wait a few weeks and try to 
contact him to know if  he is interested.”

Newcastle
plotting summer
move for Sarr

Barca tried to sign Joao
Felix - Laporta admits

Ivory Coast still
trying to woo
Palace star, Guehi 

Aguero my role model
–  Cucho Hernandez

Hag, AntonyHag, AntonyHag, Antony

DennisDennisDennis

SarrSarrSarr

GuehiGuehiGuehi

FelixFelixFelixHernandezHernandezHernandez
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razil has produced Bmany brilliant free-
k i c k  t a k e r s  i n 

history. Some of  them are:
Juninho
Juninho Pernambucano 

is arguably the greatest and 
most versatile free-kick 
taker in football history. As 
he got older, through his 
early years at Vasco De 
Gama and his eight-year 
stint at Lyon, Juninho 
developed his knuckleball 
t e c h n i q u e,  s o m e t h i n g 
which the likes of  Didier 
Drogba, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
and David Luiz, to name 
just three, have tried to 
replicate.

However,  none  has 
come anywhere near the 
Brazilian's level of  mastery. 
His magnificent ability to 
make the ball fly through 
the air, veering in a number 
of  dif ferent directions 

orussia Dortmund Bstar, Erling Haaland is 
on Manchester City's 

radar.
Pep Guardiola's pursuit 

of  absolute perfection means 
Manchester City will surely 
strengthen their squad even 
further in the summer transfer 
window.

With the Blues still on 
course to complete a historic 
treble, who knows what 
success will look like at the 
Etihad Stadium by the end of  
the season. They have a hectic 
April, with a two-legged 
Champions League quarter-
final with Atletico Madrid, an 
FA Cup semi-final with 

L i ve r p o o l  a n d  s e ve r a l 
important Premier League 
fixtures on the horizon.

L a s t  s u m m e r,  C i t y 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e  r e c o r d -
breaking £100million transfer 
o f  A s t o n  V i l l a ' s  Ja c k 
Greal ish,  whi le  fur ther 
attempts to sign Tottenham 
Hotspur's Harry Kane and 
then-Juventus star Cristiano 
Ronaldo both fell by the 
wayside.

There are no surprises 
that a striker is top of  the 
agenda at the moment, with 
links to Borussia Dortmund's 
Erling Haaland growing 
stronger by the day.

City could be saying 

goodbye to a few players in 
the summer too. A quartet of  
stars have contracts that 
expire in 2023,  but  i t ' s 
unlikely the club will let the 
vast majority go without a 
direct replacement. Out of  
them though, Gabriel Jesus is 
the one the most on the 
fringes and is the favourite to 
leave if  City get their desired 
targets.

mar Sadiq has revealed how 

UA l m e r i a  m a n a g e r ,  R u b i 
transformed his game, but he 

insists there is still more work to do.
Having bounced around numerous 

loan spells whilst with Roma, Nigeria 
forward has finally found a home in 
Andalusia after joining from Partizan in 
2020.

Sadiq scored 20 goals in the Segunda 
Division last season and already has 15 
from 27 appearances so far this term.

And the 25-year-old has explained how 
Rubi has helped transform his career.

“He has helped me a lot to grow as a 
player,” Sadiq told TribalFootball.com.

“He shows me the way to be at my best 
and he works on me a lot, making me strong 
mentally and being able to play to the 
tactical formations deployed for any game.

“He has made me improve my game 
and I hope to continue improving.”

Sadiq's excellent goal record has 
helped propel Almeria into contention for 
promotion to La Liga.

Los Rojiblancos are currently in 
second, four points off  leaders Elche and 
Sadiq believes he can improve even further 
to help his team.

Asked what parts of  his game he is 
working to improve, Sadiq added: “I think 
for the last three years, I have been 
consistent in each season. I scored 20+ 
goals.

“So, I have to improve more on my 
finishing because going back to chances I 
missed, I think I can score up to 35 /40 in a 
season. It is very possible.”

Rubi will be hoping his side can bounce 
back against Huesca next weekend after 
going down to Girona at home on Monday.

aulo Dybala's 'dream' transfer Padmission has spelt bad news for 
Manchester United if  they wish to 

sign the forward this summer.
Sky Sports has reported that Dybala 

will leave Juventus at the end of  his 
contract. The 28-year-old's agent and the 
Serie A club are believed to have failed to 
reach an agreement over a new deal and the 
Argentine is looking set to exit the club.

With this news has come inevitable 
speculation that Dybala may be on his way 
to the Theatre of  Dreams, with United 
currently on the lookout for a striker as a 
replacement for Edinson Cavani. But if  the 
current Juve striker is to be their guy, they 
will need to convince him to turn his back 
on his 'dream' — according to his past 
comments.

Speaking in 2015, Dybala made the 
following comments to Guerin Sportivo 
via the Daily Express. He explained: 
“When I play with the PlayStation, I 
always choose Barcelona or Manchester 
City. I dream to play one day with one of  
those clubs.”

United were linked with a move for 
Dybala in the summer of  2019 after they 
sold Romelu Lukaku to Inter Milan, but 
opted against a move. He ended up staying 
at Juventus, amid links to Tottenham as 
well.

In 29 appearances for the Old Lady this 
season, Dybala has scored 13 goals. He 
made a goalscoring return to the first team 
on Sunday in a 2-0 victory over Salernitana 
in Serie A.

before finding the net, quite 
s i m p l y  i s  t h e  b e s t . 
Moreover, distance made 
little difference. Whether 
20, 30, or 40 yards from 
goal, the hits were often so 
pure, of  such quality and 
ferocity that goalkeepers 
simply couldn't do anything 
about them.

Such was his quality 
wi th  a  dead  ba l l  tha t 
Juninho netted 44 of  his 100 
goals for Lyon from free-
kicks and has notched 
many, many more during 
his career in football before 
he retired.

Zico
Once upon a time, the 

gifted Brazilian attacking 
midfielder, Zico was the 
benchmark for set pieces, 
t h e  m a n  w h o  s e t  t h e 
standard and showed just 
how vital they could be to a 
quickly evolving game in 
the 1970s and '80s.

A wonderful striker of  

the ball, Zico matched 
tremendous technique with 
l o v e l y  c o n t r o l  a n d 
placement, which so often 
left the ball beyond the 
r e a c h  o f  o p p o s i n g 
goalkeepers. Close to the 
penalty area, the Brazilian 
would embark on a mere 
two-step run-up, yet he 
could still generate as much 
or as little power as he felt 
the situation needed.

Perhaps the first to turn 
set-piece taking into an art 
form, he netted more than 
500 goals, including 48 for 
the Selecao during his 
football career.

Roberto Carlos
The 48-year-old former 

Real Madrid left full-back 
scored 27 direct free kicks 
for the Spanish giants in 527 
appearances with 43 other 
goals. He was renowned for 
his ferocious shots from any 
angle of  the pitch, leaving 
many goalkeepers stranded.
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Three great Brazilian free kick takers
By Olagbemiro Olusoji

How Almeria
boss Rubi changed
my career
– Umar Sadiq

Borussia Dortmund ace, Haaland on
Man City's radar

Paulo Dybala's
dream transfer
admission amid
Man Utd
speculation
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The fresh news people

 was jolted out of  my Iconcentration when I 
was made to realize that 

the governance issues are 
longer  on the table  of  
discourse. What then is, I ask 
myself.

So, this is how we ended 
the tenure of  2019, with little 
or no infrastructure to show 
for it, and then another cycle 
of  administration has started 
by the frenzy of  political 
activities everywhere. What 
h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  o u r 
democracy? How did we get 
here? Today, it is party 
convention; tomorrow it will 
be primaries and next will be 
campaign and election. Are 
you serious!!! 

I did say earlier that with 
the political declarations, 
especially those declaring for 
the position of  the president, 
governors and National 
Assembly doting the length 
and breadth of  the political 
space, the discussion of  
g ove r n a n c e  m ay  h ave 
s t o p p e d .  D i d  I  s o u n d 
prophetic?

“ T h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives that came on 
board in 2019 have gone 
through the process of  policy 
formulation till last year, 
2020 and it's expected that 
real dividend of  democracy 
should begin this year. Some 
who believe in continuity of  
government have taken to 
some aspect of  projects 
started by their predecessors, 
especially in terms of  road 
infrastructure. Others have 
decided to kick-start theirs”. 
This can longer be with what 
is happening today.

The inability of  the 
elected representatives to 
se para te  po l i t i c s  f rom 
g o v e r n a n c e  h a s  b e e n 
reasoned for why we are 
w h e r e  w e  a r e  t o d a y. 
G o v e r n a n c e  i s  n o t 
considerate of  political party 

a f f i l i a t ions,  i t  doesn ' t 
consider those who voted 
you into power, it is a sharp 
contrast of  politics. More 
often than not, governance 
un i tes  oppos ing  v iews 
especially across party lines.

What fresh star t  of  
policy formulation and 
implementation cannot do, 
sincere continuity of  projects 
can do. No wonder, we have 
myriads  of  abandoned 
projects here and there at the 
economic detriment of  the 
citizens.

May the recent political 
declarations ahead of  2023 
general elections not deviate, 
distract, bring to a halt the 
p r o g r e s s  o f  p r o j e c t s 
especially those nearing 
completion.

A s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
declarations rent the air, 
what are the citizens, who 
are at the receiving end of  
bad leadership, doing to 
wage the issue of  being 

offered watering campaign 
promises that have never 
come realistic. The question 
that  should bother  the 
inquisitive minds of  citizens 
is, has the four years term 
been conver ted to  two 
years?. This is because if  
election was done in 2019 
and we are talking about 
another frenzy of  politics, it 
means that the docility of  the 
citizens must pass through 
the wheels for purification.

As the politicians come 
to promise the electorate of  
building bridges even where 
there's no water, making the 
communit ies  Dubai  of  
Africa, building suspended 
train when since 1960, as 
simple as electricity, as 
simple as building roads and 
as simple as obeying traffic 
l i g h t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n 
addressed, it tells you that 
this 2023 election should not 
be allowed to go through the 
old order. It should not be 

business as usual. Citizens, 
Citizens, Citizens. The onus 
of  change lies in/within you. 
Change it or it chains you.

Decide to wear off  the 
g a r m e n t  o f  d o c i l i t y 
deliberately thrown at you by 
the political class and decide 
to consciously draw charter 
of  demands with which to 
e n g a g e  t h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives as they come 
back to you, seeking your 
votes. Your political decision 
determines to greater extent, 
your economic growth, well-
being and social status. It 
d r i ve s  yo u r  l i ve s  a n d 
l ivel ihood, at  least  for 
another four years.

Let the distraction of  
political declarations not 
deviate the citizens' eyes on 
the ball of  bringing back the 
elected representatives to the 
real issue of  governance. 
Meet them at the table of  

po l
itical 
glossolali a  wi th 
your charter of  demands, 
engage them full swing with in 
depth explanation of  their 
campaign promises. Let the 
citizens wear their thinking cap 
o f  d e m a n d i n g  f o r 
accountability.

It may be unfortunate that 
democracy no longer proffers 
the solution we need. Some of  
the endearing developments we 
have today were realized during 
the military era. Democracy 
may be the ploy, gimmick and 
hoodwink for embezzlement of  
funds. Nobody embezzles 
funds in military era and goes 
scot-free. All the apparatus put 
in place in a democratic setting 
to check corruption are mere 
paper tiger. We need to have a 
re-think if  we are to get it right 
in the name of  democracy.

“

2023: How governance suddenly ends
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It may be unfortunate that 
democracy no longer proffers the 
solution we need. Some of  the 

endearing developments we have 
today were realized during the 

military era. Democracy may be the 
ploy, gimmick and hoodwink for 
embezzlement of  funds. Nobody 

embezzles funds in military era and 
goes scot-free. All the apparatus put 
in place in a democratic setting to 
check corruption are mere paper 

tiger. We need to have a re-think if  
we are to get it right in the name of  

democracy.
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whereabout of relatives

CBN disbursed over N3trn to
revive economy – Emefiele


