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News

2023: Ebonyi APC to adopt 
direct party primaries, sets up 
zoning committee
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has said that 

direct primaries would be 
adopted by APC  to choose 
candidates for the forth-
coming elections in the 
state

Umahi who disclosed 
this while addressing the 
All Progressive Congress 
(APC) faithful in the state 
during its State Executive 
Council (SEC) meeting  in 
Abakaliki said the direct 
Primaries would ensure 
that those with electoral 
values would be chosen to 
contest elections and win.

He charged members of  
the state zoning committee 
headed by Austin Umahi to 
consult critical stakeholders 
on the course of  doing their 
job.

He  further urged the 
committee to ensure equity 
in the distribution of  elec-
tive positions within the 
APC in the state, to ensure 
that the people choose their 
leaders without bias.

“The zoning committee 
should consult with relevant 
stakeholders such as the el-
der’s committee, founding 
fathers forum traditional 
rulers among others, to en-
sure equity and choosing of  
the right leaders.

He regretted that most 
people feel that they would 
just be nominated and as-
sisted to win elections only 
for them to be docile.

“I will only support a can-
didate who can win election 
as the era of  manipulations 

are over.
On the court decision 

about his sack in the of-
fice, Umahi urged APC 
members in the State and 
his supporters not to panic 
over the striking out of  the 
stay of  execution motion he 
filed against his removal by 
a Federal High Court sitting 
in Abuja. The governor said 
his government will contin-
ue to challenge his detrac-
tors.

Federal high court in Abu-
ja had on Monday struck a 
federal stay of  execution 
motion filed by the governor 
and his deputy kelechi Igwe 
against his sack from the of-
fice by Justice Inyang Ekwo.

“All these issues are dis-

tractions, the constitution 
is clear and I don’t want to 
waste much time on them.

Umahi pointed out that 
he saw reports on social me-
dia over the development in 
the court but said everything 
about the matter has been 
sent to the appeal courts at 
Enugu and Abuja.

He explained that all on-
going projects  by his gov -
ernment would not stop and 
boosted that he will con-
clude his tenure on May 29, 
2023.

“Those who want to take 
power by force can do so on 
Facebook and they can use 
whatever form to come in 
but we would match it 10 
times”,  he said.

Stand Up for Women Society charges
women on  maximum support for men  

Youth group vows to rid Anambra 
of touts, hoodlums
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

D
ays of  touting 
and other crim-
inal activities 
may be over in 

Anambra State as youths 
under the aegis of  ‘Youth 
Volunteer’ has pledged to 
fight to restore peace and 
sanity in the state.

The group said it would 
assist the state government 
and security agencies to 
sanitize every corner of  
the state and get rid of  
touts that had tormented 
the state in the  past.

Addressing newsmen in 

Onitsha, the commercial 
hub of  the state on Tues-
day, leader of  the group, 
Chukwuma Okpalaezeuk-
wu said youths under the 
group would specialize on 
traffic, surveillance and 
monitoring activities in 
the state.

He said their resolve was 
in response to Governor 
Charles Soludo’s inaugu-
ral”pronouncement on 
touting and other crimi-
nal activities in the state 
and in solidarity to the 
enforcement order of  the 
commissioner of  police in 
the state, CP Echeng Ech-
eng.”

By Ikenna Orioha

W
omen have been 
charged to con-
tinue supporting 

men maximally by being 
submissive, respectful and 
cordial to them with a view 
to edifying the society and 
enhancing wealth, comfort 
and good living.

This charge was given 
by the National Presi-
dent, StandUp For Wom-
en (SWS), Lib. Deborah 
Ijadele- Adetona Esq, dur-
ing the inauguration cere-
mony of  SWS, Imo State 
chapter, held at the Hav-
en Suit Hotel, Owerri, on 
Thursday.

The President, while 

reminding the women of  
the need to remain united, 
committed, work maxi-
mally to strengthen unity, 
peace, economic prosper-
ity and comfort in their 
families, communities and 
society, told women to see 
men as small gods and 
heads of  the family even as 
she advised the executive 
members of  SWS to work 
together to move the so-
ciety forward to achieve a 
common goal.

In a lecture titled “Bridge 
Building in a Technologi-
cal and Knowledge Driven 
Global Economy”, Direc-
tor, Nigeria Israeli Center 
for Management Studies, 
Office of  the Vice Chan-
cellor, Federal Universi-
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ty of  Technology Owerri 
(FUTO), Prof. Mrs Ihuo-
ma Asiabaka, indulged fe-
males to build love, unity 
and water the ground to 
accommodate even the vul-
nerable women. “Building 
Bridges requires departure 
from the old ways of  do-
ing things. It is impossible 
to build bridges without 
designing a culture of  
planned change. We must 
change the way we raise 
our children at the family, 
community, educational 
level. We must reevaluate 
our value system. We have 
to recreate the environment 
to accommodate present 
day challenges”.

In his goodwill message, 
the Vice Chancellor, King-

He said “we the An-
ambra Youths Volunteers 
declare our resolve to as-
sist the state government 
and the security agencies 
in checking these youths 
prone excesses on basis of  
touting. 

“We will end all criminal 
activities. No more snatch-
ing of  handbags, phones 
and personal belongings 
of  innocent citizens. “We 
are going to assist and en-
sure that peace, law and 
order are restored in the 
state.”

Okpalaezeukwu admon-
ished youths engaging in 
touting and other unlaw-
ful activities in Anambra 
to desist, reiterating that 
the group would not fail to 
use the full weight of  the 
Mobile Courts established 
by the new administration 
to deal ruthlessly with any 
hoodlum caught terroriz-
ing the state in any form.

He also emphasized that 
the group is determined to 
rehabilitate, rebrand and 
reintegrate youths who 
had resorted to touting, 
criminal activities and oth-
er social vices as  means of  
survival in the state.

sley Ozumba Mbadiwe 
University Ogboko, Prof. 
I.N.S Dozie, represented 
by Dr Chinonso Dozie 
enjoined the women to 
be courageous, brave and 
committed in to meeting 
their needs or welfare in 
the society.

In her address, the Chair-
person, SWS, Imo State 
chapter, Lib. Meg Praise 
Odinakachi Iheonu, who 
welcomed all to the inau-
gural ceremony, stressed 
that the society is “primar-
ily concerned with erad-
icating violence against 
women and girls and to 
promote their fundamental 
rights”.

The executive members 
in their oath of  allegiance 
performed by Barr. Chi-
nonye Uche, vowed that 
they would obey the rules 
and regulations of  the soci-
ety to move forward.

PDP, Ebonyi govt at daggers drawn over alleged withdrawal of N 6.7bn

h e  P e o p l e s TDemocratic Party 
( P D P ) ,  E b o n y i 

State chapter has accused 
the State Governor, David 
Umahi of  looting the state 
treasury shortly after he 
was sacked from office by 
the federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja.

The PDP, in a petition 
to  the  Economic  and 
Financial Commission, a 
c o p y  o f  w h i c h  w a s 
circulated online, claimed 
t h e  g o v e r n o r  h a s 
withdrawn over N6bn in 
the past one week.

The petition was signed 
by a Lawyer, Nkemakolam 
Okoro of  Dynamic Option 
Chambers who claimed to 
be a lawyer to Ebonyi state 

chapter of  the PDP.
The Lawyer in the 

petition claimed that the 
said monies al legedly 
withdrawn by the governor 
is to fund his appeal of  the 
cour t  dec i s ion  which 
sacked him from office.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Lawyer, the money is to be 
allegedly used to pay the 
S e n i o r  A dvo c a t e s  o f  
Nigeria (SANs) who the 
governor has hired to 
appeal the matter.

They further alleged 
t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  w e r e 
withdrawn from the state's 
accounts domiciled in 
about nine commercial 
banks within a space of  one 
week

The PDP therefore 
urged the EFCC to stop the 
governor from fur ther 
loot ing  of  the  s ta te ' s 

treasury.
In a shift reaction, 

Governor David Umahi 
has denied the allegations.

Umahi in a statement 
released in Abakaliki by the 
State commissioner for 
Information and State 
Orientation, Barr Uchenna 
O r j i  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
allegations as irresponsibly 
false and unfounded, cruel 
and malicious.

He said:”The entirety 
of  the content of  the 
trending petition addressed 
to EFCC is absolutely and 
i r r e s p o n s i b l y  f a l s e , 
malicious and nothing but 
a serial of  the politically 
calculated attempt by PDP 
and desperados to damage 
the hard -earned reputation 
of  the Governor and the 
integri ty  of  the State 
Government.

He further claimed that 
the petitioners want to use 
the allegations “to attack 
the  credibi l i ty  of  the 
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e 
d i s p e n s a t i o n s  o f  a l l 
institutions involved in 
ensuring that justice is done 
in all the legal actions 
framed up by PDP to 
distract the ever performing 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
G o v e r n o r  U m a h i , 
especially to cause him 
distractions in his intention 
to run for the Presidency 
come 2023”

M r  O r j i  w h i l e 
vehemently debunking the 
allegations warned that the 
state government wil l 
c o m m e n c e  l e g a l 
proceedings against the 
petitioners for defamation 
against the governor and 
the state government.

While noting that the 
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
expenditures is in the 
public domain, Mr Orji 

described the governor as a 
prudent manager of  the 
state's resources

He said: “We rebuke 
the allegations of  'looting 
o f  E b o n y i  S t a t e 
Gover nment ' s  money ' 
m a d e  b y  P e o p l e ' s 
Democratic Party, PDP 
against our transparent 
administration as a satanic 
blackmail that has no iota 
o f  t r u th ,  despe ra te ly 
calculated to attract the 
attention of  the gullible and 
sully the reputation of  the 
Governor of  the State and 
which we shall not hesitate 
in invoking legal actions to 
bring the petitioners to 
justice”.

“ E b o n y i  S t a t e 
Government's expenditure 
is in the public domain, and 
there is no doubt that 
G o v e r n o r  U m a h i ' s 
administration has been 
adjudged to be one of  the 
most transparent, judicious 
prudent and corrupt-free 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  i n 
Nigeria”, he added

The commissioner said 
the state government has 
asked the state House of  
Assembly to waive its 
immunity and invite the 
EFCC to within 30 days, 
investigate all the issues in 
the allegations contained in 
the petition by PDP and 
any other allegation of  
f inanc ia l  impropr ie ty 
raised by them.

He also urged the anti-
g r a f t  a ge n c y  yo  t a k e 
necessary sanctions against 
the petitioners for false and 
fake information if  their 
a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  n o t 
established.

He a l so  urged the 
public to disregard the 
allegations by the PDP 
which he described as a 
series of  lies from the forces 
who are intimidated by the 
r i s ing  and acceptable 
performance credentials of  
Governor David Umahi.

By David Eze,
Abakaliki
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Editorial

Publishing INEC’s details 
of security of election data

T
he Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project has written to 
the Independent National Electoral 

Commission to publish the details of 
safeguards and mechanisms put in place to 
protect the privacy and security of election 
information and data in its custody, 
including the ones in its servers, databases, 
and other electronic formats.

In a letter directed to the Chairman of 
INEC, Professor Mahmood Yakubu, on 
March 26, signed by the deputy director, 
Kolawole Oluwadare, SERAP urged the 
electoral body to clarify whether any 
third-party was involved in the collection, 
control, and use of election information 
and data, the legal rules and processes 
guiding the choice of any such third party.

It equally asked Mahmood to “clarify the 
other location or locations where election 
information is stored apart from Abuja, 
and the details of any third-party who has 
access to such a database, the safeguards 
and contingency plans put in place by 
INEC to address any threats to the privacy 
and security of election information.”

SERAP said, that, doing this would 
help to remove risks of attack and unlawful 
interference by any unauthorised person 
with election information and data, adding 
that it would contribute to improving 
the sanctity and integrity of the electoral 
process, and public trust in the process.

The letter read in part, “Putting in place 
adequate technological security measures 
to prevent unauthorized access to election 
information and data would improve the 
credibility of the electoral process and the 
enjoyment of people’s right to participate 
in their own government.”

“As an institution, which collects, controls 
and uses election-related information and 
data in the discharge of its constitutional 
and statutory duties, INEC has a legal 
responsibility to ensure adequate protection 
of such information and data from threats 
and vulnerabilities to attack or interference.”

“Any interference by unauthorised 
third-party in election information and 
data may be used for corrupt, political and 
other unlawful purposes, and would expose 
election systems to fraud and meddling, as 
well undermine the right to participation 
and the country’s democratic system.”

“The right of people to participate 
in their government is a fundamental 
feature of any democratic society, and any 
infringement of privacy and security of 
election information and data would strike 
at the heart of representative government.”

“We would be grateful if the recommended 
measures are taken within 7 days of the 
receipt and/or publication of this letter. If 
we have not heard from you by then, SERAP 
shall consider appropriate legal actions to 
compel INEC to comply with our request in 
the public interest.”

“SERAP notes that voter registration 
systems and voting systems are the most 
vulnerable and susceptible to manipulation 
by corrupt politicians and other actors.”

“As the experiences in other countries 
have shown, election information is often 
susceptible to unlawful interference by 
corrupt politicians and other actors, which 
can be damaging to the integrity of the 
electoral process and democratic practices.”

 “The experiences of other countries 
demonstrate the need for INEC to take 
effective and transparent measures to ensure 
and protect the privacy and security of election 
information and data, which would protect 
the integrity of the country’s democracy.”

“Any privacy or security weakness in any 
component of any of the election systems 
can be easily exploited to cast doubt on the 
integrity of the electoral process.”

“Our requests are brought in the 
public interest, and in keeping with the 
requirements of the Nigerian Constitution 
1999 [as amended], the Electoral Act, 
the Freedom of Information Act, and the 
country’s international obligations including 
under the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights, and the African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections, and Governance.”

“SERAP notes that Section 9(2)(a) of 
the Electoral Act 2022 provides that INEC 
‘shall keep the Register of Voters in its 
National Headquarters and other locations 
as the Commission may determine.’ The 
provision also states that INEC ‘shall keep 
the Register of Voters in electronic format 
in its central database.’

“Section 153 of the Act defines ‘electronic 
format’ to include ‘the electronic version of 
the Register of Voters or National Electronic 
Register of Election Results, as the case 
may be, created, recorded, transmitted or 
stored in digital form or in other intangible 
forms by electronic, magnetic or optical 
means or by any other means.’”

“Section 37 of the Nigerian Constitution, 
article 17 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, and article 5 of 
the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights protect against arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with one’s privacy.”

“Interference with the privacy of election 
information and data would clearly undermine 
the security of any such information and data. 
Similarly, Article 9 (1) of the African Charter 
provides that, ‘Every individual shall have 
the right to receive information.’”

“Article 2(10) of the African Charter 
on Democracy, Elections and Governance 
requires states parties including Nigeria to 
‘promote the establishment of the necessary 
conditions to foster citizen participation, 
transparency, access to information, and 
accountability in the management of 
public affairs.” News Echo supports this 
postulation for a credible election.
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As Imo insecurity turns pandemic 

S
ince the inception of  
the incumbent Imo 
State Governor, Sen. 

Hope  Odidika Uzodinma 
of  the laudable 3R Agenda 
Government, it’s been all 
gloom and despondency.
It’s been a mixed grill of  
smiles and sorrows.The 
smiles go for those things 
in this life that impact us 
positively (i.e the public 
nay common masses) 
. Such things include 
enhanced bureaucratic 
system, restoration of  
decorum in the system 
of  governance and 
administration;revamped 
moribund infrastructure 
and improvement of  
the infrastructural 
facilities.As we all could 
testify,there are more 
solid road construction 
and contracts awarded to 
only qualified and capable 
contractors,respecting 
due process.This explains 
the resultant visible 
quality roads like the 
ongoing Orlu to Owerri 
and Okigwe to Owerri 
highway corridors.Even 
in the streets of  the three 
Urban centres,the road 
infrastructure is more 
solid and qualitative 
.The Urban renewal 
projects are now more 
meaningful and succinctly 
appreciated. Almost all 
the key sectors of  the 
economy are receiving 
priority attention.

Conversely, the 
negative impact refers 
to the virtual collapse in 
the national security and 
economy, particularly 
in Imo State. The ruling 
APC (All Progressive 
Congress) ensured these 
changes as the promise 
kept unfortunately, 
negative changes have 
been unleashed.

In Nigeria, generally all 
is not well in many regards 
.I stand to be corrected. 
Things are no longer at 
ease. Things have indeed 
fallen apart and the center 
cannot hold. The upsurge 
in social upheaval and 
rampant civil strife will 
substantiate better the 

assertion in the fore. 
There are agitations here 
and there across the entire 
nation.

But,for the topic of  the 
day, the focus is on  the 
parlous security situations 
in Imo, the Heartland 
state of  the South-East.

Therefore, the little 
digression in the scope 
should be pardoned 
and condoned for the 
purposes of  clarity.

The Imo State Gover-
nor, unarguably has done 
well in ensuring that the 
moribund infrastructure 
and deficiency are ad-
dressed. Only the blind 
and fastidious cynics will 
deny these facts.

The expected sanity in 
the Civil Service is being 
equally approximately 
restored, and enhanced. 
And the worker’s salary 
and wages cum pensions 
averagely addressed to 
the near comfortable 
perspective of  regular and 
prompt payment of  the 
unencumbered persons 
.Of  course, many of  the 
suspected but not proven 
ghost workers are still 
grumbling, gnashing 
teeth, groaning in pains 
of  many years of  unpaid 
arrears still counting .This 
is too bad.

Unfortunately, all the 
above donor really call 
for much worry. The 
greatest minus from the 

myriads of  efforts is the 
apparent breakdown 
in security affecting 
lives and property in 
the State. Honestly, it is 
very condemnable, sheer 
perturbing and serves as 
a great source of  worry. 
Appallingly, people, both 
innocent and suspects die 
each day, extra-judicially. 
The ugly situation is 
better captured by the 
gloating street refrain; 
‘the excessive bloodshed 
is overwhelming 
with wanton killings 
rampaging the state.

criminality .It is very 
infectious and spreads 
like fire and brimstone 
from one flash point to 
another. And the vicious 
circle goes on and on. 
That is exactly where we 
are at the moment .It is 
horrible and fearsome. 
The peaceful region of  the 
South East and Imo state 
particularly, suddenly 
turns volatile and people 
hardly sleep with two 
eyes closed any more, as 
was the case.

The above analysis that 
were cautiously carried 
out by parochial and 
hyde-bound dispositions 
are quite pertinent.

But, beyond mere de-
scriptions and analytical 
expressions, something 
must be done decisively 
to minimize the evil and 
brunts of  the ensuing vi-
olent Political criminal-
ity in Imo State. Doing 
this does not really entail 
blame trading and inter- 
personal or official or po-
litical traduces, mudsling-
ing and aspersions. They 
are definitely not the 
solution to our beague-
oning security lapses. 
Instead, protracted dia-
logues should be the im-
perative between the ma-
jor stakeholders vis-a-vis 
the IPOB, ESN, UGM 
and the establishment 
adjuncts of  the joint task 
forces, Ohaneze Ndi Igbo 
and the others, including 
the so called ‘Ebube Agu 
security outfit’. Let peace 
reign in Imo State, please, 
enough is enough.

Meanwhile, notwith-
standing personal con-
straints forbidding the 
citing of  examples of  
the bale and dastardly 
incessant acts of  violent 
criminality in the State, 
mention must be made 
of  the recent arson at the 
Umuguma Police Sta-
tion, Ambassador George 
Obiozor’s country home, 
massacre in the Orsu Ihite 
Ukwa, Izombe, Atta, Eg-
wedi, Okwudor, Ihube 
Okigwe, etc  and other 
pockets of  extra judicial 
killings in the hinther 
lands of  the State. Imo is 
in hands of  God.

Opinion 

By Christian Akpunonu

The rate of  human 
Carnage and material 
destructions is alarming, 
and there is no war which 
is formally declared but 
it’s has been killings and 
maimings everywhere, 
everytime, especially in 
the erstwhile peaceful 
state. What’s going on? 
Acknowledged, the 
entire South East may 
be the target, but the 
precarious case of  the 
Imo security situations is 
not only profound, but, 
outstandingly worrisome.

The human casualty 
in the State alone, with 
the other parts of  the 
South East not in view 
is by far outweighing or 
out numbering that of  the 
Civil war times.

The way the virus 
of  violent criminality, 
extra judicial killings, 
rampages, arsons, 
massacre kidnapping 
and general insecurity 
is ravaging the State has 
never been so before now. 
This is fast degenerating 
to an ugly scenario in 
terms of  wanton reprisal 
killings. The volatile 
trepidation evoked in the 
atmosphere is assuming 
a pandemic dimension. 
Nothing in this life has 
overridden the evils 
of  retaliatory violent 

In Nigeria, generally all is 
not well in many regards. 
I stand to be corrected. 

Things are no longer at ease. 
Things have indeed fallen 

apart and the center cannot 
hold. The upsurge in social 

upheaval and rampant civil 
strife will substantiate better 

the assertion in the fore. There 
are agitations here and there 

across the entire nation.

“

“

Meanwhile, notwithstanding 
personal constraints forbidding 

the citing of examples of the bale 
and dastardly incessant acts of 
violent criminality in the State, 
mention must be made of the 
recent arson at the Umuguma 

Police Station, Ambassador 
George Obiozor’s country home, 
massacre in the Orsu Ihite Ukwa, 
Izombe, Atta, Egwedi, Okwudor, 

Ihube Okigwe, etc and other 
pockets of extra judicial killings 
in the hinther lands of the State. 

Imo is in hands of God.

“

“
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ADC decries rising level of killings
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

T
he African Dem-
ocratic Congress 
(ADC)  has decried 

growing killings and inse-
curity in the country, call-
ing on the Federal Gov-
ernment to introduce fresh 
measures to combat the 
ugly trend.

State Chairmen of  the 
party who spoke after 
their meeting in Enugu at 
the weekend lamented the 
spate of  insecurity in the 
country, stressing  that the 
situation could get out of  
hand if  not tackled imme-
diately.

The ADC party leaders 
urged Government at all 

levels to rise to the occasion 
and fulfill their primary 
duty of  safeguarding lives 
and property.

The party also lauded 
the National Assembly 
for passing the electoral 
amendment bill, describing 
it as a landmark legislative 
amendment “in our elector-
al process”.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the meeting of  
the Forum of  State Chair-
men of  ADC, chairman 
of  the forum, Prince Joe 
Chukwu described it as a 
pragmatic response to the 
realities of  the Nigeria elec-
toral experience.

Prince Chukwu, who 
doubles as the Delta State 
chairman of  the party, said, 

Anambra State Keke operators, during their road show at Onitsha, on Friday.

Convention: APC gets national officials
T

he ruling All Progres-
sives Congress held its 
elective national con-

vention from March 26 to 
March 27 ahead of  the 2023 
general elections.

During the convention, 77 
national officers emerged, 
with Abdullahi Adamu 
becoming the Nation-
al Chairman of  the party. 
Adamu emerged after six oth-
er aspirants stepped down.

Here is a complete list of  
the 77 newly elected nation-
al officers of  APC after their 
2022 national convention.

They emerged Saturday 
night via a consensus list 
adopted by the governors of  
the party. The officials are, 
National Chairman – Senator 
Abdullahi Adamu: (Nasar-
awa State), Deputy Nation-
al Chairman (North): Sen. 
Abubakar Kyari (Boro State), 
Deputy National Chairman 
(South): Chief  Emma Eneuk-
wu (Enugu State), National 
Secretary: Otunba lyiola Omi-
sore (Osun State), Deputy Na-
tional Secretary: Fetus Fuant-
er (Plateau State), National 
Vice Chairman: (North-Cen-
tral): Muhazu Bawa Rijau 
(Niger State), National Vice 
Chairman (North-East): 
Mustapha Salihu (Adamawa 
State), National Vice Chair-
man (North-West): Salihu 

Lukman (Kaduna State), Na-
tional Vice Chairman (South-
East): Dr. Ijeomah Arodiogbu 
(Imo State), National Vice 
Chairman (South-South): 
Chief  Hon. Victor Ton Gi-
adom (Rivers State), Nation-
al Vice Chairman (South-
West): Dr Isaac Kekemeke 
(Ondo state), National Legal 
Adviser: Ahmed El-Marzuk 
(Katsina State), National 
Treasurer: Uguru Mathew 
Ofoke (Ebonyi State), Na-
tional Financial Secretary: 
Bashir Usman Gumel (Jiga-
wa State), National Organ-
izing Secretary: Suleiman M 
Argungu (Kebbi State), Na-
tional Youth Leader: Dayo 
Abdullah Isreal (Lagos State) 
Otehrs are, National Wel-
fare Secretary: F.N. Nwosu 
(Abia), National Publici-
ty Secretary: Felix Morka 
(Delta), National Auditor: 
Senator Abubakar Malkafi 
(Bauchi), National Women’s 
leader: Dr. Betta Edu (Cross 
River), Special Persons With 
Disability(PWD) Leader: 
Tolu Bankole (ogun), Deputy 
National Legal Adviser: Ibra-
him Salawu (kwara), Deputy 
National Treasurer: Omorede 
Osifo (Edo), Deputy Finan-
cial Secretary : Hamma-Ad-
ama Ali Kumo (Gombe), 
Deputy National Organising 
Secretary: Nze Chidi Duru 

(Anambra), Deputy National 
Publicity Secretary: Yakubu 
Murtala Ajaka (Kogi), Dep-
uty National Welfare Secre-
tary: Dr Christopher Akpan( 
Akwa Ibom), Deputy Nation-
al Auditor: Olufemi Egbed-
eyi (Oyo), Deputy National 
Women’s Leader: Zainab 
Abubakar Ibrahim (Taraba), 
Deputy National Youth lead-
er: Jamaludden Kabir (Zam-
fara), National Ex-officio 
(North-Central): Oluwatoyin 
Opawuye (Kwara), National 
Ex-officio (North-East): Sira-
jo Dabuwa (Bauchi), Nation-
al Ex-officio (North-West): 
Aliyu Ahmed Yako (Kano), 
National Ex-officio (South-
East): Agunwa Anekwe( 
Anambra), National Ex-offi-
cio (South-South): Diriwari 
Akedewei (Bayelsa), Nation-
al Ex-officio ( South-West): 
Mrs Bunmi Oriniowo (Ekiti), 
Zonal Secretary (North-Cen-
tral): Yakubu Mohammed 
Adamu (FCT), Zonal Secre-
tary (North-East): Moham-
med Wali Shettima (Yobe).

The rest of  the officials are 
Zonal Secretary (North-West): 
Barr. Bello Goronyo (Soko-
to) Zonal Secretary (South-
West): Vincent Bewaji (Ekiti) 
Zonal Secretary (South-East): 
Azobi Innocent Itapi (Ebonyi) 
Zonal Secretary 
(South-South): Dr. Ita 

“We applaud the National 
Assembly for passing the 
electoral amendment bill 
and President Mohammed 
Buhari for signing it into 
law. This landmark legisla-
tive amendment by Nation-
al Assembly in our elector-
al process is a pragmatic 
response to the realities of  
the Nigeria electoral expe-
rience. 

“This Amendment Act 
will help to raise the qual-
ity of  Nigeria’s Democracy 
by ensuring that our Lead-
ership recruitment pro-
cess is rested on a credible 

and transparent electoral 
framework. The early re-
lease of  electoral funds will 
strengthen INEC financial 
independence. 

“Also, the inclusion of  
electronic transmission of  
result, power to review Elec-
tion results declared under 
duress, political neutrality 
of  INEC Personnel, legali-
zation of  electronic accred-
itation of  voters, inclusion 
of  persons with disability, 
using accredited votes to 
determine total votes, early 
conduct of  party primaries, 
elongation of  campaign 

period before election and 
substitution of  candidate 
in the event of  death in an 
election will help to inject 
sanity and credibility in our 
electoral process”. 

The party called on all 
stakeholders to vigorously 
and honestly work for the 
full implementation of  the 
act in the forthcoming gen-
eral elections in 2023.

Chukwu, who said ADC 
was making conscious com-
mitment to the advance-
ment and unity of  Nigeria 
in all areas of  the Nation’s 
life, also decried the grow-

ing insecurity situation as 
well as the ongoing strike 
action by the lecturers in the 
nation’s universities.

While calling on the gov-
ernments at all levels to 
arise to the occasion and 
fulfill their primary duty 
of  safeguarding lives and 
properties, the party called 
on the Federal Government 
to genuinely look into the 
demand of  ASUU and set-
tle the issue because “our 
Tertiary institution is the 
research center of  our Na-
tional growth and  develop-
ment”.

Udosen (Akwa Ibom) 
Zonal Legal Adviser (North-
East): Dauda Chapo (Taraba) 
Zonal Legal Advis-
er (North-Central): 
Hadiza Aliyu(Kogi) 
Zonal Legal Adviser 
(North-West):Barr.Dau-
da Usaini Dutse (Jigawa) 
Zonal Legal Advis-
er (South-West): Ismail 
Kolawole Majoro (Oyo) 
Zonal Legal Adviser 
(South-East): Mayor Og-
bona Ernest(Ebonyi) 
Zonal Legal Advis-
er (South South): Nil 
Zonal Organising Secre-
tary(North-East): Abubakar 
Adamu Musa( Taraba) 
Zonal Organising Secretary 
(North-West):

Salisu Uba (Zamfara) 
Zonal Organising Sec-
retary (North-Central): 
Ahmed Attah (Kogi) 
Zonal Organising Secretary 
(South-West): Lateef  Ibirogba 
Zonal Organising Secre-
tary (South-East): Doz-
ie Ikadite (Anambra) 
Zonal Organising Sec-
retary (South-South): 
Blessing Agboma (Edo) 
Zonal Publicity Secre-
tary (North-East): Lami-
do Mohammed (Gombe) 
Zonal Publicity Secretary 
(North-Central): John Okobo 
(Benue), among others.

2023: Okorocha says self, Tinubu
ticket will win

F
ormer Imo State 
Governor, Rochas 
Okorocha, on Sun-

day said that if  the possi-
bility of  a Bola Tinubu and 
Rocha’s ticket emerged 
ahead of  the 2023 presi-
dential election, he would 
clinch it.

Okorocha, a former 
governor of  Imo, said this 
while fielding questions 
from newsmen at the All 
Progressives Congress Na-
tional Convention in Abu-
ja.

He said, “Uncle Tinubu 
and I are most likely to be. 
I know that at the appro-
priate time it may be, be-
cause he is the one pushing 
up in the South-West and I 
am in the South-East.

“So let us see what hap-

pens between us, and if  
that is it, I will ask him to 
relax a bit so that we can 
move this section forward.

 “The people naturally 
love me and I think it is 
because they believe I care, 
they believe I love and have 
sympathy for humanity, 
they believe I am detribal-
ised.

“They believe I do not 
know religion or tribe, 
Muslim Christian, Igbo or 
Hausa, Yoruba, all I see is 
a human being and that is 
what makes the difference 
on my side.’’ 

Okorocha urged Nigeri-
ans to use their voter cards 
well because it was worth 
much more than they 
thought.

2023: Wike declares
presidential ambition

i v e r s  S t a t e RGovernor, Nyesom 
Wike has declared 

his intention to contest the 
2023 presidential election.

Wike, who made this 
known when he visited 
Benue State Governor, 
Samuel  Or tom a t  the 
Government House in 
Makurdi on Sunday, said he 
is the best man to wrest 
power from the ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC).

He said, “To remove 
APC from power, I'm the 
person who can tell them 
enough is enough. We must 
take this power and I'm 
ready to take it for PDP.

“God is with us that's 
why APC keeps failing 
every day.”

He, therefore, urged 
stakeholders to give him 
their mandates and not to 
sell their votes, assuring that 

he has the capacity to, “face 
this evil government.”

He promised that if  
elected, security would be 
his topmost priority and 
also queried those founding 
fathers who ran away from 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, and still want to 
be recognised.

Wike stressed that he 
takes issues of  the party 
personal because he has 
nowhere to run to.

He said, “by the time 
you ran away, you sold your 
share as a founding father 
so you can no longer retain 
your position of  founding 
fathers.

“I stood for this party. I 
work for this party since 
1998. I have nowhere to run 
to and that's why anything 
that happens to this party I 
take personally. I have never 
relented.”



News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
n order to douse the 
rising tension in which 
zone or political bloc 

rules the State, Abia State 
chapter of  Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) has 
zoned the seat of  the State 
Governor to Abia North 
and Abia Central Senatori-
al zones.

The decision, according 
to the Publicity Secretary 
of  Abia PDP, Mr Fabian 
Nwankwo, was taken after  
wide consultations with 
leaders and stakeholders of  
the party in Abia.

 In a communique made 
available to Journalists on 
Saturday,  the Abia PDP 
pointed out  that the deci-

2023: Abaribe loses out as PDP  zones
governorship seat to Abia North, Abia Central

sion was taken after meet-
ings by the State executive 
committee and State work-
ing committee.

The party also made it 
clear Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu was did not take 
part in the zoning decision, 
applauding the Governor 
for his leadership examples 
and commended him for 
ensuring that the party’s 
flag bearer only emerged 
through a process guided 
by party decisions.

“We have looked at the 
agitations from the two 
zones. We looked at the 
area of  interests and the 
numbers aspirants from the 
two zones.

What the party is look-
ing for is a candidate who 
has the capacity and ac-

Arrival of President Buhari at the venue of the National convention of APC held last Saturday in Abuja.

ceptability to run”, said Fa-
bian Nwankwo, Abia PDP 
publicity secretary.

He went on, “ There are 
so many parameters we put 
on the table before arriving 
at this decision. Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu has no 
hand in this decision.”

On the chances of  Sen-
ator Enyinnaya Abaribe 
who and other aspirants 

who are  from Abia South,  
Abia PDP said the decision 
did not foreclose their aspi-
rations.

In another development, 
Abia PDP informed her 
party faithful that  new 
membership cards are 
available at the various lo-
cal governments, free of  
charge, courtesy of  Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu.

Anambra’s ban on touting: 
Police arrests 13 suspects 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
n a bid to enforce An-
ambra state decision 
on the ban over illegal 

touting, Police has arrested 
thirteen suspected revenue 
collectors in Onitsha, in-
cluding cable vandalisers.

Confirming the report 
Police image maker, Anam-
bra State Police Command, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu in a 
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press release made avalia-
ble to News Echo said, “The 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Anambra State Command, 
CP Echeng Echeng has 
stated that the ongoing ef-
fort to rid Anambra State 
of  all manner of  crimes 
and criminality is yielding 
enviable results”. 

The CP stated this, fol-
lowing the successful arrest 
of  thirteen suspects for var-
ious offences ranging from 
touting and illegal revenue 
collections, vandalism and 
other related violent crimes 
across the State.

“Four of  the suspects, 
namely:  Emmanuel Igwe 
‘M’, aged 20years, Chuk-
wudi Obasi ‘M’, aged 
38years, Izuchukwu En-
emuwa ‘M’ aged 28years 
and Uchenna Benedict, 
‘M’ aged 28years on 
23/3/2022 were arrest-
ed along the Headbridge, 
Onitsha while touting and 
collecting revenue illegally 
from motorists and other 
members of  the public”. 

“Another suspect, one 

The party made it clear 
that the old party member-
ship cards are no longer on 
use as they have expired.

The Publicity secretary of  
Abia PDP, Fabian Nwank-
wo made this known dur-
ing the press briefing, ad-
vising “ all aspirants and 
those nominating them are 
hereby advised to obtain 
the new cards for use as 

they fill out their nomina-
tion forms.”

The party finally directed 
all aspirants from Abia who 
collected their nomination 
forms from Abuja to return 
the forms the State at  the 
party’s State headquarters 
for proper documentation 
and use during screening 
exercises.

Chimezie Nwankwo ‘M’ 
Aged 34years of  Ezimun-
ya village, Umunya, was 
intercepted and arrested on 
23rd March, 2022, along 
airport road, Nteje. The po-
lice recovered from him: a 
hiace bus, three hammers, 
two axes and a police belt  
with which he, alongside 
two others still at large, 
terrorize citizens and steal 
armored cables installed 
around the Anambra State 
Airport”. 

Similarly, Ali Friday ‘M’ 
Aged 28yrs, of  Dusogu 
Village, Awkuzu, Onuorah 
Chukwuemeka, ‘M’ Aged 
21years, of  Eziama village, 
Igbariam, Igboegbunam 
Chiemelie, ‘M’ Aged 20, 
of  Amabor Village, Abba, 
Chinedu Chukwuobi ‘M’, 
Aged 45years of  Imengu 
Village, Igbariam and Ofor-
buike Alegu, ‘M’ Aged 
27years of  Akpu Village, 
Abagana on 22/3/2022 
were arrested for being in 
possession  of  vandalized 
armoured cables and a car 
battery.  

Finally, Chukwuemeka 
Anyanti ‘M’ 26years, Chi-
joke Anyanti ‘M’ 22years, 
Onyedika Anyanti ‘M’ 
20years, all native of  Nk-
welle Village, Oyi LGA of  
Anambra State were arrest-
ed on 24/3/2022 for being 
in possession of  one locally 
fabricated single barrel pis-
tol and two live cartridges”. 

The CP while reiterating 
the unwavering commit-
ment of  the Command to-
wards weeding out all crim-
inal elements in the state, 
enjoins all law-abiding 
citizens of  the State to re-
main vigilant and continue 
to support the Command 
especially through prompt 
and accurate information.

2023: I am contesting
to secure Nigerians
-  Peter Obi 

 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

F
ormer Anambra State 
governor, Mr. Peter 
Obi, has declared his 

intention to contest the 2023 
Presidency.

The former vice-presiden-
tial candidate in the 2019 
general election under Peo-
ple Democratic Party PDP, 
made his intentions known 
on Thursday, at the An-
ambra government house, 
Awka.

The declaration was made 
before Anambra StateTradi-
tional rulers, where royal 
blessings were bestowed on 
him.

Addressing the monarchs, 
Obi, said he is joining the 
presidential race to provide 
adequate security for Nige-
rians, to manage Nigeria re-
sources as he did in Anam-
bra, eight years ago, and to 
ensure that every Nigerian 
irrespective of  tribe, ethnic-
ity and religion have a better 
life.

“I want to have Borno, 
Sokoto, Benue, Kogi and 
Oyo States secured, if  given 
the opportunity to rule Ni-
geria, come 2023.

“I am not aspiring just for 
political position alone but 
to ensure that peace, equity 
and Justice are served to all.

Igwe of  Iseke, HRH 
Emma Nnabuife, who 
blessed Obi on behalf  of  
others commended him for 
recognizing and according 
them respect in his bid to 
run for president of  Nigeria. 
Obi, also declared his inten-
tion before the Anambra 
State Association of  Town 
Unions (ASATU).

The association houses 
leaders of  all the 181 com-
munities in the state. He 
was recieved by it National 
President, Barrister Titus 
Akudo. Obi was accompa-
nied by Senator Uche Ek-
wunife, Hon. Chinedu On-
waso, Mr. Oselloka Obaze, 
Prof. Stella Okunna among 
other top PDP supporters.

Gunmen allegedly kill Ebubeagu commander  in Ebonyi
By David Eze,  Abakaliki

C
ommander of  
Ebubeagu security 
outfit in Ezza North 

Local Government Area of  
Ebonyi State, Mr. Magnus 
Iganda have been reportedly 
killed by unknown gunmen.

According to a reliable 
source the gunmen invaded 
his house and shot him dead.

A resident in the area, who 
is also the Publicity Secre-
tary of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Ezza 
North local government 

area, Mr. Emeka Nwonu, 
confirmed the incident in a 
statement.

Mr Nwonu, who de-
scribed the Ebubeagu com-
mander’s killing as shocking 
and barbaric, called on secu-
rity agencies to fish out his 
killers.

He said, “the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC Ezza 
North Local Government 
Area has received with 
shock, the sad news of  the 
gruesome murder of  the 
Commander of  Ebubeagu 
Security Outfit, Ezza North 

Local Government Area, 
Mr Magnus Iganga, by yet-
to-be identified gunmen in 
the early hours of  today.

“The news about his kill-
ing is shocking, and we 
wonder why some individ-
uals take delight in the ter-
mination of  lives of  fellow 
humans instead of  being the 
keepers of  those fellows as 
instructed by the scriptures 
to be our brothers’ keepers.”

Ebonyi State Police PPRO 
DSP Loveth Odah could not 
be reached for comments at 
press time.
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School head, community 
leader beg ABSG to assist 
victims of wind storm

levels for help.
“Many houses were 

affected. Many electric 
poles are on the ground 

now, disrupting economy 
of  my people. This is in 
addition to the destruction 
of  our Primary school by 

that wind. We want the 
Abia government. We want 
rich persons with financial 
assistance for those affected. 

We want corporate bodies 
to help our people and also 
fix our school building again 
so that our kids will learn in 
conducive environment”, 
Mr Nwaeze.

The community leader 
also urged the Enugu 
Electricity Distribution 
Company (EEDC) to 
replaced fallen electric poles 
and wires.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

V
ictims of  last 
W e d n e s d a y ’ s 
windstorm at Okwu 

Olokoro community of  
Umuahia South LGA of  
Abia State have cried out 
for intervention of  relevant 
agencies in Abia State and 
able individuals.

The terrible dream which 
heralded a heavy rain in 
the community, destroyed 
some houses, including two 
blocks of  Okwu Olokoro 
community Primary school 
and residential buildings of  
some villagers.

The wind also brought 
down electric poles, 
economic trees and other 
property in Okwu, bringing 
pain anguish upon the 
unfortunate villagers.

Making passionate 
appeals for government 
intervention, the Head 
Mistress of  Okwu Olokoro 
Primary school, Mrs Nwoko 
Catherine Nkechi told 
News Echo that all teaching 
and learning equipment in 
the affected school blocks 
were damaged during the 
windstorm.

She expressed shock at the 
incident and called on Abia 
State government, Umuahia 
South LGA Chairman and 
other notable individuals 
to rebuild the fallen school 
as well as donate leaning 
equipment to replace the 
damaged ones.

The Head Mistress who 
described her escape and 
that of  her pupils, from 
destruction, attributed their 
escape to “miracle of  God.”

Mrs Nkechi who was 
emotional while guiding 
News Echo round the school, 
encouraged the parents of  
the pupils whose classrooms 
were damaged, to still send 
them to school as they 
would be accommodated in 
another classroom.

Adding his voice, the 
Village Head of  Okwu 
Olokoro community, Mr 
Bartholomew Nwaeze 
said his people were yet to 
recover from the effects of  
the windstorm and appealed 
to the government at all 

Headmistress of the school
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Bishop Obi, Nonsonkwa, others charge 
youths to rise, shun political thuggery

Y
ouths of  Imo 
State have been 
charged to rise 

against any obstacle 
that militates their 
chances of  calving a 
niche for themselves in 
the state and indulge in 
politics and governance 
while shunning 
political thuggery, 
violence, rape, 
harddrug, but acquire 
skills that can make 
them more productive 
and relevant.

This charge was 
given by the Bishop 
and Founder of  Divine 
World International 
COGIC, Bishop 
Kenneth Obi (The 
People’s Bishop), in 
his good will message 
at the 2022 Imo Youth 
Conference, held at 
the Pastoral Centre, 
Owerri, last week. 
The theme of  the 
conference is “Imo 
Youth Arise, Shun 
Harddrugs, Violence, 
Thuggery, Rape- Skill 
Acquisition is the 
Key”.

Bishop Obi who 
reminded the youth of 
the need to live godly 
life style, rise in unison 
to fight for their rights, 
participate actively in  
politics and governance 
to calve a niche for 
themselves, as well as 
strengthen the society 
positively, urged them 
to always speak against 
atrocities associated 
with bad leadership, 
greed, fraud and moral 
corruption perpetrated 
by those they voted 
into power, frowning 
that the people are 
not rising against bad 
governance and evils 
bedeviling the society 
hence politicians keep 
doing nonsense with 
governance.

“The youth of 
Imo State need to do 

something to stop 
bad leadership which 
plagues the society 
by speaking truth to 
power and stop waiting 
for nothing. 2023 is 
time to do something. 
Exodus chapter 14 
vs 15, says, God told 
Moses to tell the 
people to go forward. 
At the time they went 
through the Red Sea- 

darkness, darkness will 
disappear immediately. 
Righteousness exalts 
a nation, but sin is a 
reproach”, Bishop Obi 
emphasized.

Stating that the 
conference was geared 
to bring Imo youths 
together to enlighten 
them on the need to 
rise and fight for their 
rights to better their 
future, the Convener 
of  the Imo Youth 
Conference 2022 and 
a presenter with Ozisa 
Radio, Mazi Theordoe 
Chinonso Uba, 
enjoined them to shun 
anti-social conduct 
especially aiding and 
abetting ill- politicians 
to rig election and steal 
the treasury of  the state 
to enrich themselves, 
families and cronies 
at the expense of  the 
masses who till the soil 

acquire relevant skills 
that will enable you to 
engage in productive 
trade or activities. 
Ignore any politician 
who does not have 
the interest of  youths 
and masses at heart 
and such a politician 
should not even think 
of  coming out for any 
elective position in 
2023 or beyond”, Uba 
cautioned.

A d m o n i s h i n g 
the youth on active 
participation in 
politics and leadership, 
discarding kidnapping, 
armed robbery and 
intake of  harddrug 
among other anti-
social conducts, a 
Community Worker, 
Dr. (Mrs) Marjorie 
Ezihe, the Legal 
Officer, NDLEA, 
Imo State, Dr. Femi 
Daniel, Executive 
Director, Africa 
Center for Corporate 
Responsibility, Abuja, 
Dr. Austin Onuoha 
and a Legal Blogger, 
Dr. Prince Joel, 
pointed out that when 
youths who are major 
catalysts for society 
good, development 
and security effectively 
take up their 
responsibilities, stand 
up firm for their rights 
and occupy positions of 
authority goodness and 
riches will fall in their 
places or directions 
for a better, peace and 
comfort driven society 
for all persons.

With the Chairman, 
Planning Committee, 
Imo Youth Conference 
2022, Duru 
Ositadimma Michael, 
appreciating all for 
gracing the memorable 
and thought provoking 
seminar. Drama was 
presented to entertain 
the audiences, as 
well as caution them 
against ill- gotten 
wealth, drugging and 
anti-social behaviors.

they were waiting for 
God to do something, 
but God said, no, you 
have the ability to do 
something, so that you 
can move forward. It is 
not what God can do 
for us, but what we can 
do for ourselves. Stand 
up for righteousness 
because there is no 
comparison between 
light and darkness, for 
when light shines in 

By Ikenna Orioha

and thereby retarding 
development, social 
and economic success 
of  the society.

“Imo youths should 
rise for their rights and 
not allow yourselves to 
be used by ill- politicians 
to carry ballot boxes 
during election. 
Shun vices like rape, 
violence, drug abuse 
and do not be lazy nor 
procrastinate. Strive to 

Imo youths during a conference held at pastorial center Owerri, last week

Bishop Obi



From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

News Analysis
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Why we lost Ogbaru LGA to PDP during 

Anambra guber election - APGA

S
ome stakeholders of  the 
All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA), have 

revealed why the party lost 
to the People Democratic 
Party (PDP) and its 
candidate, Mr. Valentine 
Ozigbo, in the November 6, 
2021 governorship election 
in Ogbaru local government 
area of  Anambra State.

They said APGA lost in 
the Council Area for lack 
of  trust and negligence that 
led to mass defection of  
major stakeholders to other 
opposition party, PDP and 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC) in the area.

The stakeholders, 
who spoke one after the 
other angrily during the 
official declaration of  
one of  the party leading 
House of  Representative 
aspirants, Hon. Chris 
Onyekachukwu Nwokedi, 
(Akaekpuchionwa), who 
is contesting to represent 
Ogbaru constituents at the 
National Assembly Abuja, 
in 2023 general election, 
also blamed the failure on 
inadequate distribution of  
fund meant for the exercise 
to the sixteen Wards that 
constitute the LGA by leaders 
of  the party in the area. 

Valenine Ozigbo, the 
PDP candidate during the 
election, polled 3,445 votes to 
defeat governor Chukwuma 
Soludo, candidate of  the 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), who 
polled 3,051 votes, while the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), candidate, Senator 
Andy Uba got 1,178 votes.

The APGA Chairman 
in Ogbaru Council Area, 
Hon. Nnamdi Ifejika, who 
expressed disappointment 
over the failure, said the 
party under his watch 
together with the presence of  
Hon. Chris Onyekachukwu 
Nwokedi, whom he 
described as one of  the most 
popular politicians in the 
area, would do everything 
political possible to ensure 
APGA wins all seat in the 
area, come 2023 general 
election.

He said Ogbaru 1/2 State 

Constituency is currently 
occupied by PDP, while 
Senator Stella Uduah and 
Hon. Chu Chu Onyema 
are representing them in 
the Senate and House of  
Representatives respectively 
under the APC platform.

“I believe that with 
governor Soludo, being a 
disciplined leader, he will 
ensure APGA clinches all 
the seats in the state in the 
2023 elections, he stated.

The party Secretary in 
the LGA, Mr. Christopher 
Ofiekwu, said the party 
could not won because, 
the administration of  the 
former governor, Willie 
Obiano, was not paying 

the Ward executive in the 
Council Area.He appealed 
to governor Chukwuma 
Soludo to look into it.

On her part, the APGA 
women leader in the Council, 
Lady Blessing Ugochukwu, 
revealed that the party lost 
to PDP because the money 
earmarked for the exercise 
was not enough to win the 
election, especially, Okpoko 
that has the largest voting 
strengh in the Council Area 
with 76 polling units.

“At Okpoko Ward 6, 
that is my ward, I used 
my personal money to 
ensure APGA won in 
my polling unit, in order 
to save my position. You 

know, Ogbaru is under 
Anambra North Senatorial 
District, PDP controls the 
two State Constituencies 
in the Council while APC 
controls the Senate and 
House of  Representatives 
respectively. So they used 
money to woo our members 
and thousands of  APGA 
supporters then join them 
and that was how we lost 
the Council to PDP. During 
the election, PDP and APC 
were given each polling unit 
between 500,000-550,000 
while APGA was given only 
100,000. In Nigeria politics 
today, no political party 
will win election without 
buying the electorate with 

the highest money. 
She assured the aspirants 

that with his contribution to 
the sustainability of  the party 
in the local government 
area, since the era of  Mr. 
Peter Obi, as governor of  
the state, the mandate to 
represent Ogbaru people 
at the National Assembly 
Abuja, is sure for him.

Declaring his intention at 
the party local headquarters 
Atani, on Saturday, the 
aspirant, Hon. Nwokedi, 
underscored the need to seek 
the consent of  the people at 
the grassroots, saying they 
were central to realizing his 
ambition.

The aspirant said he knew 
the challenges inherent in his 
constituency, assuring that 
they would be tackled with 
their cooperation. He added 
that it would be criminal to 
sit and continue to expect 
other persons to bring 
progress and development 
to the constituency without 
adding his own experience 
and goodwill.

He urged party 
supporters to shun politics 
of  bitterness and pull-him-
down syndrome, noting that 
such brand of  politics now 
belonged to the past.

He stressed that the 
sixteen Wards that constitute 
Ogbaru federal constituency 
would record quality 
representation through him 
if  given the opportunity.

Hon. Nwokedi, used the 
event to expressed gratitude 
to God for making Professor 
Soludo whom he described 
as a renowned economist, 
Governor of  Anambra State 
in the time of  economic 
crunch in the country.

He enjoined the good 
people of  Ogbaru Local 
Government Areas to 
see Governor Soludo’s 
administration as their 
collective responsibility and 
accord him the necessary 
support to enable him move 
the state forward.

He promised to use his 
contacts in the business 
sector to influence other 
notable businessmen to 
invest in the state especially 
now that Governor Soludo 
has promised to provide 
an enabling business 
environment for investors.

From left: Ogbaru APGA Chairman, Hon. Nnamdi Ifejika, the house of Reps aspirant, Hon. 
Chris Nwokedi and party women leader, Blessing Ugochukwu, during official declaration of 

Nwokedi’s intension for 2023 general election, held Atani, on Saturday



That it is the zoning of the governorship seat in the 
State that produced His Excellency, Dr. Chimaroke 

Nnamani from Enugu East Senatorial Zone) who 
was Governor 2007 and was succeeded by His 

Excellency, Sullivan Chime (Enugu West Senatorial 
Zone) from 2007-2015. Chime was in turn succeeded 
in 2015 by Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi (Enugu North Senatorial 

Zone) from 2015 whose tenure will end in 2023”.

“

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Issues
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2023: Enugu-East leaders insist 
on rotation, berate Ekweremadu 

T
he people of  Enugu-
East senatorial 
zone have said 

that the gubernatorial 
ambition of  Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu will 
truncate the governorship 
rotation existing in 
Enugu State, saying it is 
an act capable to disrupt 
peace in the state. 

Describing the former 
deputy president of  the 
senate’s gubernatorial 
ambition as desperation, 
the zonal leaders called 
on peace lovers in the 
state to support virtues 
that would enthrone 
lasting peace and stability 
such as zoning.

Rising from their meet-
ing in Enugu the Leaders 
comprising Honorable 
members of  Enugu State 
House of  Assembly, 
Council Chairmen and 
PDP local government 
Chairmen of  the six lo-
cal government areas of  
Enugu East Senatorial 
Zone, insisted on zoning.

In their communique 
titled on “Zoning We 
Stand “, commended 
Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi for restoring 
peace in Enugu state as 
never before and appre-
ciated his developmental 
strides.

The communique 
signed by the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly 
Speaker, Edward Ubosi 
and others, reads:  

“that we are thankful to 
His Excellency, Rt. Hon. 
(Dr) Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
for restoring the Peace 
in Enugu State as never 
before especially among 
the political gladiators 
as this has ensured 
stability in the polity. The 
governor’s developmental 
strides are too numerous 
to be catalogued here 
and we are grateful on 
behalf  of  our people who 
are beneficiaries and 100 

percent supporters of  His 
Excellency”.

“That we commend 
and appreciate His Ex-
cellencies Dr. Okwesil-
ieze Nwodo, Dr Sullivan 
Chime and other nota-
ble leaders from the oth-
er senatorial zones for 
speaking out in favour of  
TRUTH and support of  
the existing power rota-
tion/zoning understand-
ing. We therefore urge 
Ndi

Enugu especially 

stakeholders from outside 
our zone to stand firm 
and strong in support of  
Gov. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’s 
desire to maintain the 
zoning agreement”.

“That we condemn in 
its entirety the attempt be-
ing made by certain char-
acters to plunge the State 
into unnecessary and 
avoidable political anar-
chy by trying to disrupt 
the existing zoning agree-
ment which has ensured 
peace in Enugu state”.

“That it is even more 
appalling when the peo-
ple involved are Leaders 
that have been benefiting 
from a consensus under-
standing in all their polit-
ical positions for over 19 
years running”.

“That it is the zoning 
of  the governorship 
seat in the State that 
produced His Excellency, 
Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani 
from Enugu East 
Senatorial Zone) who 
was Governor 2007 and 

was succeeded by His 
Excellency, Sullivan 
Chime (Enugu West 
Senatorial Zone) from 
2007-2015. Chime was in 
turn succeeded in 2015 
by Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
(Enugu North Senatorial 
Zone) from 2015 whose 
tenure will end in 2023”.

“That from the 
aforementioned and in 
line with the accepted 
and existing zoning of  
governorship seat in 
Enugu state, it is the turn 
of  Enugu East Senatorial 
zone to produce 
Governor Ugwuanyi’s 
successor in 2023 as this 
has brought about peace 
before, during and after 
the elections all these 
years.

“That this position 
represents the stand of  
our founding fathers and 
stakeholders irrespective 
of  their political 
affiliations. 

“That what is good for 
the goose is delightful to 
the gander. That this is 
more so when it is the 
turn of  the gander, in 
this context is Enugu 
East Senatorial”

“That we view it as a 
collective insult to our 
people and height of  in -
gratitude that those who 
were direct beneficiar-
ies from our zone at the 
Lion Building are those 
spearheading this un-
provoked malice against 
PDP Enugu State”.

“That we have firmly 
and unequivocally 
resolved to cooperate 
and work with His 
Excellency, Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
to ensure that what 
is due to Caesar gets 
to Caesar. Yes, it is 
our turn, the turn of 
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone to produce the 
next occupant of  the 
Lion Building come 
2023 under a zoning 
arrangement that is in 
place in Enugu State”.

Ekweremadu



Police challenges ‘ll be addressed
if given mandate
 - Accord presidential candidate 

News

World TB Day: Group warns against
indiscriminate spitting to avoid tuberculosis 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

D
isturbed by the 
high level of  tuber-
culosis disease  in 

the country, the National 
Complementary and Alter-
native Medical Association 
(NACAMA) has urged Ni-
gerians to stop spitting indis-
criminately and step up their 
oral hygiene level to check 
the spread of  the disease rav-
aging the nation. 

The National President of  
NACAMA, Professor Peter 
Katchy, gave the advice on 
Thursday in Enugu while 
speaking with newsmen on 
what individuals and fam-
ilies could do to prevent the 
disease. 

Katchy spoke on the side-
lines of  the 2022 World Tu-
berculosis (TB) Day; which 
is marked globally on March 
24 yearly. 

He noted that tuberculosis 
germs are passed from per-
son to person in numerous 
ways via unhygienic lifestyle, 
adding that careless people 

spit on the floor, in public 
places, on walks or paths. 

His words: “The germ 
may be in their sputum. 
“Mixed with dust, some of  
these germs may be blown 
about and breathed in by the 
passerby or be carried into 
homes, on shoes, children 
play in such a place, soil their 
hands playing materials and 
later carry the germs to their 
mouths.

 “Tuberculosis germs may 
be left on spoons, drinking 
cups, whistles or pencils 
which may be taken into their 
mouths.

 “If  a cow has tuberculosis, 
germs may get into the milk. 
Also if  a person with tubercu-
losis handles milk, it may be 
contaminated.

“Far more important and 
dangerous is the direct con-
tact of  a person with another 
who has the disease. A tu-
berculosis mother who kiss-
es her baby on the mouth is 
almost sure to plant some of  
her germs in the body of  her 
child.

“Unfortunately, other 
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Sit-at-home: Soludo warns workers 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Soludo of  An-
ambra State, has 

ordered all public servants 
in the state to always report 
to work on Mondays, like 
other weekdays or risk sanc-
tion.

Since the resumption of  
trial of  the leader of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 

the group had earlier called 
for a shutdown of  business-
es on Mondays, but later re-
scinded it.

Despite the rescinding of  
the decision by the agitated 
group, there have been fear 
of  attacks on those who 
go to work, leading to con-
tinued stay at home every 
Monday in Eastern states 
of  Nigeria.

In some parts of  the state, 
Saturdays have been adopt-
ed as working days, includ-

ing schools and banks as a 
replacement for Monday.

But in a move to return 
Monday to normal working 
days, governor Soludo on 
Monday through the Head 
of  Service, Barr. Theodora 
Igwegbe ordered workers 
to always ensure they are 
at their duty posts on Mon-
days.

In a circular dated today 
25th March 2022, which 
was signed by the Head of  
Service, Barrister Theodo-

Standup for Women Society during her inaugural ceremony in Owerri last week.

members of  the household – 
grandmothers, uncles, aunts 
-- may have tuberculosis with-
out their knowledge and how 
dangerous it is for them to 
kiss children,” he said.

Katchy noted that active 
tuberculosis appears usual-
ly within the chest region, 
although it can develop an-
ywhere in the body, adding 
that there would be gradual 
spread of  inflammation with-
in lung tissues until large are-

ra Igwegbe and sighted by 
News Echo, Soludo warned 
that absence from work on 
Mondays will attract sanc-
tions.

Part of  the memo read: 
“Following the need to repo-
sition the service for better 
performance and produc-
tivity, His Excellency, the 
governor of  Anambra State, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo 
has directed that hence-
forth, all public servants 
should report at their places 
of  work every Monday as 
every other weekdays.

“Consequently, absence 
from work on Monday, or 
any other workday without 
any approval will be viewed 
as serious misconduct, 
which will attract appropri-
ate sanctions. This directive 
takes immediate effect,” the 
memo read.

Soludo had last year 
lamented the continued boy-
cott of  work on Mondays in 
the South East, saying that 
the zone loses an estimated 
N19.6billion every Monday.

During his inaugural 
speech as governor, last two 
weeks, Soludo had extended 
an olive branch to all armed 
groups, saying he was ready 
to engage them in a round 
table discussion. He lament-
ed that many criminals now 
hide under freedom fighting 
to perpetuate criminality.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Accord Party Pres-
idential aspirant in the 
coming 2023 election, 

Dr. Solomon Uchenna Win-
ning has assured that the chal-
lenges facing the Nigerian 
police during exercise of  duty 
will be corrected within the 
first six months if  given the 
mandate to preside over the 
affairs of  the nation. 

He also observed that cases 
of  professional misconduct 
among some policemen in 
Nigeria were due to the fail-
ure of  the Police authorities 
and the Police Service Com-
mission to adequately provide 
for them considerable welfare 
packages, that will boost their 
morale in the discharge of  
services to the citizenry.

Ag. Media Director, 
SUWP, Nze Nweke Nweke 
in a press statement made 
available to News Echo said, 
“Dr. Wining stated this while 
interacting with his media 
crew in his Abuja office, add-
ing that the welfare challeng-
es presently confronting men 
of  the force will be properly 
addressed within six months 
if  he is given the mandate to 
govern the country”. 

Dr. Wining, who is an 
Archbishop, urged men of  
the force to always resist any 
temptation that could lead 
them to unprofessional behav-
ior, which, according to him, 
may tarnish the good image 

of  the force. While calling 
on President Mohammadu 
Buhari to quickly improve the 
pay package of  policemen, 
considering the high inflation 
in the country.

According to the statement 
“We are saying that police-
men are taking bribes, in as 
much as I am not supporting 
or encouraging kickback of  
any nature, we should put 
into consideration what a 
policeman takes home at the 
end of  every month. Remem-
ber we buy from the same 
market with them, we shop in 
the same shopping mall.”

as are involved.
The NACAMA boss ex-

plained that the tuberculosis 
germs might find their way 
into the bloodstream and 
new diseases can spring up in 
the body as well.

“The sputum of  the tu-
berculosis diseased body 
becomes loaded with organ-
isms that are coughed into 
the air and go to infect other 
individuals,” he said.

 Katchy described tuber-

culosis as one of  the world’s 
deadliest infectious killers; 
adding that families, friends 
and neighbours should help 
any suspected person hav-
ing the disease to seek quick 
medical attention and cut its 
spread.

 “I call on the govern-
ments at all levels to ensure 
all categories of  hospitals are 
well-funded and equipped 
with TB treatment facilities 
and drugs; while political 

and community leaders, civil 
society organisations, health 
workers, and other partners 
raise awareness on early TB 
treatment”.

The World Tuberculosis 
Day is celebrated to raise 
awareness about tuberculosis 
as well as get efforts in order 
to totally eradicate this dis-
ease worldwide. The theme 
for this year’s celebration 
is: “Invest to End TB. Save 
Lives.

Anambra keke operators decry forceful payment
 of outlawed levies
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
ricycle operators in An-
ambra State have been 
told to resist touts who 

still flout Governor Chukwu-
ma Soludo’s order to force 
them to pay revenue.

The chairman of  Keke 
Drivers Welfare Associa-
tion, Anambra State chapter, 
Chief  Arusi Igbanuka, stated 
this on Friday, when he led 
Keke drivers in a thank you 
road show in Onitsha, the 
commercial city of  Anambra 
State.

The drivers who took off  
from Holiday Resort went 

through Obodo-Ukwu Road 
- Ede Road all in Okpoko 
through Owerri Road- Up-
per Iweka -Iweka Road-Bida 
Road to Fegge.

They also distributed hand-
bills to fellow Keke drivers 
to enlighten drivers  to resist 
those touts who still extort 
money from them.

Some of  the messages in 
the handbills read “: No Keke 
drivers should pay a penny on 
the road  until  Government 
decides what we are going to 
pay. We, Keke operators are 
grateful to Governor Soludo 
who  has brought sanity to 
Keke operation in the state” 

among others.
The road show according 

to Igbanuka stemmed from 
the fact that inspite of  the ban 
on touting in the state, touts 
were  still collecting money 
from their drivers.

He lamented however that 
those who still succumbed to 
these touts don’t understand 
that their freedom has been 
granted.

Chief  Igbanuka said they 
don’t know how to express 
their appreciation to this God 
sent leader, Prof  Soludo, who 
declared last week in Okpoko 
that he does not want touts 
and touting in any part of  the 
State.

Nobody should flout his 
order. There is no two Gover-
nors in Anambra State. Any-
body going about collecting 
revenue that has been sus-
pended is challenging the con-
stituted authority of  Anambra 
State led by Prof. Soludo” he 
said.

The chairman said  the 
Governor said clearly and 
they heard him well too  that 
they should not pay to any-
body until Government deter-
mines what we will pay, say-
ing that when they come out 
with that,  Keke drivers will 
be paying directly to  Govern-
ment dedicated  account.

Unfortunately, said Igba-
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 News  

From Mike Ovat, 
Onitsha

A 
Non-Governmen-
tal Organization, 
Mother Sussan 

Foundation (MSF), has 
plegded to sponsor pro-
grammes that would uplift 
people of  Awka North lo-
cal government area of  An-
ambra State.

The commitment fol-
lowed the tragedy that 
struck the community, 
penultimate weekend, 
where mourners who had 
gathered to bury alleged 
demised leader of  a cult 
group were massacred by 
gunmen believed to be rival 
cult group from the area.

Reports had it that the 
armed men invaded the 
burial venue and opened 
fire on the mourners, kill-
ing about 20 persons and 
desecrated the corpse that 
was being prepared for bur-
ial.

The incident has left the 
community members wail-
ing, while corpses littered 
the compound. Many 
families, following the in-
cidence, were thrown into 
grief  and sorrow, while fear 
and apprehension still grip 
the community.

Mother Sussan Founda-
tion had in a condolence 
message to the Transition 
Committee Chairman 
Awka North local govern-
ment area Anambra state, 
Hon. Ferdinand Chimezie 
Onwuje described the inci-
dent as shameful, barbaric 
and uncalled for requesting 
for actions to nip such bi-
zarre acts in the bud.

In a statement, Mother 

Foundation targets 150 Anambra 
youths for upliftment

Sussan Foundation, MSF 
foundation which is run 
through Mr Oliver and If-
eoma Okennah said such 
calamity had never befallen 
the community in its entire 
existence and expressed 
sympathy to the family 
who had lost their beloved 
ones to the ugly incident.

According to Oliver 
Okennah N, President , 
Mother Sussan Founda-
tion, “Over the last few 
years, we had tragedies but 
not as brutal as this one of  
past week. The majority of  
those who died are youths 
who still have their entire 
lives ahead of  them, their 
family, birthdays, wed-
dings, careers etc. Many of  
them have been working 
hard to help their kids ful-
fill their dreams.

“So our heart are broken 
today for the children, fam-
ily, brothers and sisters that 
lost their loved ones. As a 
town we have been in these 
too many times and we 
going to come together to 
take meaningful action to 
prevent further tragedy of  
such regardless the village 
or town because we know 
that nothing can fill the 
space of  the lost one.

President Mother Sussan 
Foundation further said 
that a set of  programmes 
outlined for the communi-
ty members would accom-
modate a youth empower-
ment and skills acquisition 
centre. It would also serve 
as a nonprofit organization 
for youth at risk and would 
aim to uplift 150 youths an-
nually through community 
grassroots projects.

“Furthermore, in our ef-

Mr. Peter Obi �anked by the traditional rulers of Anambra state shortly after his presidential declaration last week.

forts to create a better citi-
zen through engagement of  
sorts. Mother Sussan Foun-
dation (MSF) through Mr 
Oliver and Ifeoma Oken-
nah has proposed in the 
next ten years Youth Em-
powerment and Skills Cen-
tre (YES CENTRE). It will 
also serve as a non-profit 
organization under (MSF) 
for youth at risk. We aim to 

uplifting at least 100- 150 
youths annually through 
community grassroots pro-
jects. “

The foundation recount-
ed how it had empowered 
and supported youths, stu-
dents, women and children 
through skilled jobs, edu-
cation awareness, financial 
uplifting and community 
projects.

2023: South East PDP lauds
Anyim, Obi for obtaining forms
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he South East zone  
of  Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP ) 

has lauded former Senate 
President, Pius Anyim and 
ex-Governor of  Anambra 
State, Mr Peter Obi for pick-
ing the expression of  inter-
est forms to contest 2023 
presidency.

The commendation came 
from Chief  Ali Odefa,  the 
South East  Chairman of  
PDP while receiving  Chief  
Amobi Ogah and former 
members of  All Progres-
sive Congress (APC) who 
joined the PDP, at Onuaku   
Uturu, Isukwuato LGA of  
Abia State.

Chief  Odefa, who de-
scribed PDP as the best 
political brand in West Af-
rica, stressed that with the 
expression of  interest by 
Pius  Anyim, Peter Obi and 
Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, the 
chances of  the South East 
producing the Presidency 
would be brighter, if  the 
number position is zoned to 
the South East.

He lamented the deplora-

ble condition of  Nigeria oc-
casioned by alleged failure 
of  APC-led administration 
of   President Mohamadu 
Buhari.

Odefa who warned Nige-
rians against repeating the 
mistake of  2015, advised 
that PDP should return to 
power the country would 
reclaim her lost glory.

He specifically name d 
that insecurity, falling econ-
omy, mounting unemploy-
ment and political instabil-
ity as the reasons why the 
APC must be voted out in 
2023.

He encouraged South 
Easterners to obtain their 
permanent voter’s card to 
vote for credible candidates.

  Meanwhile, while re -
ceiving  PDP flags and um-
brellas at his Onuaku Uturu 
country home, former APC 
strongman,  Amobi  Ogah  
said his decision to join 
the PDP was informed by 
the failure of  the APC in 
the management of  the na-
tion’s security, economy and 
the rising unemployment 
among the youths.

Ogah who  is the younger 
brother to the Minister of  

It also said it had pro-
posed an award to celebrate 
all teachers, present and 
past, who had taught and 
mentored in Ebenebe, Ofe 
Mmili communities in the 
next five years.

On her part, Project 
Manager of  Mother Sussan 
Foundation, Mrs Ifeoma 
C Okennah commiserated 
with mothers, wives and 

children who lost their 
loved ones by the gruesome 
incident.

She encouraged wives 
and mothers to ensure they 
know what their spouses 
and children do for a living 
as a way to curtail joining 
cult groups that are inimi-
cal to societal development 
and growth.

State for Mines and Steel, 
said he decamped with 
thousands of  his supporters,  
stressing that the PDP will 
not only sweep Abia North, 
assured that his new party 
would reclaim the presiden-
tial seat of  the country and 
return Nigeria to prosperity.

He promised to help PDP 
recover all lost seats in Abia 
North and beyond. “I am 
returning to the PDP today 
and am excited to join with 
thousands of  my support-
ers. I am returning to help 
PDP reclaim all lost seats in 
Isukwuato/ Umunneochi 
and the entire Abia North 
and defeat APC nation-
wide.”

“I plead with the PDP to 
give the tickets of  our party 
to credible candidates who 
will achieve victory for our 
party.”

Amobi thanked Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu,  the Chair-
man of  Abia PDP, Hon 
Alwell Asiforo Okere and 
all members of  the PDP for 
receiving him into the party 
, promising to dedicate his 
commitment for the victory 
and general welfare of  the 
party. 

Receiving the new en-
trants, Abia State Chair-
man of  PDP, Hon Alwell 
Asiforo Okere and the 
Chairman of  PDP in Isuk-
wuato LGA, Hon Emenike 
Charles Chinyere and other 
party executives  commend-
ed Ogah for taking the wise 
decision of  returning to the 
PDP.

The party Chairmen 
who presented the flag of  
the PDP and Umbrellas to  
Ogah and his supporters 
pointed out that the party 
will  conduct  free and fair 
primary elections to chose 
the best candidates for 
2023, explaining the large 
umbrella of  PDP is ready to 
accommodate more people 
wishing to join PDP.

Mothers are major cultivators of 
moral rectitude, says Uzodimma
 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has said that mothers 

are the major cultivators of  
moral rectitude that makes 
the society a better place for 
all.

He made the remarks in his 
message saluting our mothers 
all over the world, particularly 
in Imo State, on the occasion 
of   this year’s Mothering Sun-
day.

He said his administration 
has continued to implement 
policies and programmes that 
enhance the welfare and well 
being of  our mothers, particu-
larly in the area of  healthcare 
and safety of  our mothers.

Governor Uzodimma also 
assured our mothers of  his in-
tention to continue to pursue 
universally accepted policies 

and programmes that help 
bring the best out of  the wom-
enfolk.

Governor Uzodimma 
wrote: “Today, I join people 
of  goodwill all over the world 
in celebrating our mothers.

“Unarguably, mothers re-
main the major cultivators 
of  moral rectitude which en-
gineers the world for a better 
society.

“As a Government, we 
have implemented policies 
and programmes aimed at 
improving the welfare of  
mothers vis-a-vis the reacti-
vation of  Primary Healthcare 
Services at the grassroots 
thereby reducing the Mater-
nity Mortality Rate while 
offering quality postpartum 
care to our mothers.”

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo



News Echo   Monday 28 - Tuesday 29 March, 2022                                                                                    Page 14

Foreign News

U
kraine’s defence min-
istry says another Rus-
sian general, Lt Gen 
Yakov Rezantsev, was 

killed in a strike near the southern 
city of  Kherson.

Rezantsev was the commander 
of  Russia’s 49th combined army.

A western official said he was the 
seventh general to die in Ukraine, 
and the second lieutenant general 
- the highest rank officer reportedly 
killed.

It is thought that low morale 
among Russian troops has forced 
senior officers closer to the front 
line.

Ukrainian media reported that 
Rezantsev was killed at the Chor-
nobaivka airbase near Kherson, 
which Russia is using as a com-
mand post and has been attacked 
by Ukraine’s military several times.

Another lieutenant general, An-
drei Mordvichev, was reportedly 
killed by a Ukrainian strike on the 
same base.

Kherson was the first Ukrainian 
city to be occupied by Russian forc-
es, although there are reports that 
daily protests are held there against 
the Russian occupation.

Although Russia has confirmed 
the death of  only one general, Kyiv 
and western officials believe up to 
seven have been killed in fighting 
since the war began.

However the death of  Maj Gen 
Magomed Tushayev of  the Chech-
en national guard has been disputed.

It is unusual for such senior Rus-
sian officers to be so close to the bat-
tlefield, and western officials believe 
that they have been forced to move 
towards the front lines to deal with 
low morale among Russian troops.

The unexpectedly strong Ukrain-
ian resistance, poor Russian equip-

Lt. Gen Yakov Rezantsev was reportedly killed by a Ukrainian strike on 
the Chornobaivka airbase, near the city of Kherson.

ment and a high death toll amongst 
Russian troops are all thought to be 
contributing to the low morale.

Russian forces are believed to be 
relying in part on open communi-
cation systems, for example mobile 
phones and analogue radios, which 
are easy to intercept and could give 
away the locations of  high-ranking 
officers.

A person inside Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky’s inner 
circle told the Wall Street Journal 
that Ukraine had a military intelli-
gence team dedicated to targeting 
Russia’s officer class.

On Friday, a western official re-
ported that a Russian colonel had 
been deliberately run over and killed 
by his own men, as a result of  the 
scale of  losses taken by his brigade.

The killing of  the commander of  
the 37th Motor Rifle Grigade “gives 
an insight into some of  the morale 
challenges that Russian forces are 
having”, the official said.

So far, Vladimir Putin has only 
referred to the death of  one gener-
al, thought to be Maj. Gen. Andrey 
Sukhovetsky, in a speech soon after 
the start of  the war.

Russia says 1,351 soldiers have 
died since the war began in Ukraine, 
although Kyiv and western officials 
say the number is much higher.

Lt. Gen Yakov Rezantsev was re-
portedly killed by a Ukrainian strike 
on the Chornobaivka airbase near 
the city of  Kherson.

He was promoted to lieutenant 
general last year, and was command-
er of  the 49th combined army of  
Russia’s southern military district.

He is said to have taken part in 
Russia’s military operation in Syria.

Maj Gen Oleg Mityaev report-
edly died somewhere near the city 
of  Mariupol, a city in south-east 

Ukraine which has seen some of  the 
heaviest fighting so far.

The nationalist Azov regiment 
claims to have killed him.

He was a commander of  the Rus-
sian army’s 150th motorised rifle di-
vision, a relatively new unit formed 
in 2016, and based in the Rostov 
region close to the Ukrainian border.

Ukraine claims that the unit was 
created in order to take part in the 
conflict in separatist-controlled areas 
of  eastern Ukraine, although Russia 
denies that its military was involved 
in fighting there.

Maj Gen Andrei Kolesnikov, of  

the 29th combined army, was killed 
in fighting on 11 March, according 
to official Ukrainian sources.

The circumstances of  his death 
were not given.

After Kolesnikov became the third 
Russian general reportedly killed in 
Ukraine, one western official told 
the Press Association that the Rus-
sian army may be suffering from low 
morale, which is why high-ranking 
military officers are moving closer to 
the front line.

Maj Gen Vitaly Gerasimov, chief  
of  staff  of  Russia’s 41st combined 
army, was killed on 7 March outside 
the eastern city of  Kharkiv, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s defence ministry.

Kharkiv, close to the Russian bor-
der, has come under sustained at-
tack from Russian forces.

Ukraine’s military released a re-
cording of  what it said was two 
Russian security service officials 
discussing Gerasimov’s death, and 
complaining that their secure com-
munication networks no longer 
worked in Ukraine.

Gerasimov was involved in the 
second Chechen war, the Russian 
military operation in Syria, and in 
the Russian annexation of  Crimea 
in 2014.

Maj.- Gen.  Andrey Sukhovetsky, 
a deputy commander at the same 
unit as Gerasimov, was reportedly 
killed by a sniper on 3 March.

Like Gerasimov, Sukhovetsky was 
part of  Russia’s military operations 
in Crimea and in Syria.

Unlike the other generals, Suk-
hovetsky’s death was reported in the 
Russian media and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin confirmed in 
a speech that a general had died in 
Ukraine.

Another Russian general killed in Ukraine

Trump says Putin is ‘smart,’ but made
a ‘big mistake’ invading Ukraine
 

F
ormer President Don-
ald Trump on Saturday 
repeated his praise of  
several authoritarian 

leaders, calling Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping and North Korean Dicta-
tor Kim Jong-Un “smart.”

President Donald Trump this 
known at the Conservative Polit-
ical Action Conference in Orlan-
do, Fla., on Saturday, February 
26, 2022.

During a rally in Commerce, 
Georgia, Trump referred to those 
authoritarian leaders as strong, 
saying “the smartest one gets to 
the top.”

Trump said China’s Xi was 
smart because he “runs 1.5 billion 
people with an iron fist,” while 
he called North Korea’s Kim 
“tough.” Both Xi and Kim have 
been widely condemned by the 
international community for hu-
man rights abuses.

Trump also repeated some 
praise for Putin, while distancing 
himself  from previous remarks 
that seemed more fully supportive 
of  the Russian leader.

“They asked me if  Putin is 
smart. Yes, Putin was smart,” 
Trump told a crowd of  rally-goers.

After acknowledging that Pu-
tin had made a “big mistake” in 
attacking another country and its 
people, Trump said the Russian 
leader’s massive buildup on the 
border ahead of  the invasion ap-
peared to be a “great negotiation.”

“That’s a hell of  a way to negoti-
ate, put 200,000 troops on the bor-
der,” Trump said. “That was a big 
mistake, but it looked like a great 
negotiation. That didn’t work out 
too well for him.”

Trump previously called Putin 
“very savvy” after the Russian 
President declared he would rec-
ognize two separatist regions in 
Eastern Ukraine as independent 
days before invading, which drew 
criticism from both Democrats 
and Republicans. Trump later at-
tempted to walk those comments 
back and has condemned the inva-
sion.

During Saturday’s rally, Trump 
also suggested President Biden 
was weak in comparison to the 
authoritarian leaders, and said the 

president “should recuse himself  
from anything having to do with 
Ukraine” because of  his son’s 
business dealings in the country, 
which became the subject of  GOP 
attacks during the 2020 presiden-
tial campaign.

A story from the New York Post 
in October 2020 said “smoking 
gun” emails revealed a meeting 
between Joe Biden, Hunter Biden 
and Ukrainian business execu-
tives, insinuating shady dealings. 
Former New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, then serving as President 
Trump’s personal attorney, gave 
the emails to the outlet, saying 
that they came from a laptop that 
Hunter Biden left at a Delaware 
computer repair shop.

Other outlets, including The 
New York Times, have since au-
thenticated portions of  the laptop 
contents.

GOP leaders have promised 
launch an investigative probe into 
Hunter Biden, as well other topics 
including he origins of  the COV-
ID-19 virus and the withdrawal of  
U.S. troops from Afghanistan, if  
the party regains the majority. 

Second ‘black box’ found in China’s
Eastern plane crash

T
he second “black box” has 
been recovered from the crash 
of  a China Eastern Boeing 

737-800 that killed all 132 people on 
board last week, Chinese state me-
dia said Sunday.

The second “black box” has been 
recovered following the crash of  a 
China Eastern Boeing 737-800 that 
killed 132 people last week, Chinese 
state media said Sunday, March 27. 
(Zhou Hua/Xinhua via AP, File)

Firefighters taking part in the 
search found the recorder, an orange 
cylinder, on a mountain slope about 
1.5 meters (5 feet) underground, 
state broadcaster CCTV said. Ex-
perts confirmed it was the second 
black box.

Searchers had been looking for the 
flight data recorder after finding the 
cockpit voice recorder four days ago. 
The two recorders should help inves-

tigators determine what caused the 
plane to plummet from 29,000 feet 
(8,800 meters) and into a forested 
mountainside in southern China.

Flight MU5735 crashed Monday 
en route from the city of  Kunming 
in southeastern China to Guang-
zhou, a major city and export man-
ufacturing hub near Hong Kong. An 
air traffic controller tried to contact 
the pilots several times after seeing 
the plane’s altitude drop sharply but 
got no reply, officials have said.

CCTV and the official Xinhua 
news agency reported the discovery 
of  the flight data recorder, citing offi-
cials. China Eastern, one of  China’s 
four major airlines, and its subsidi-
aries have grounded all of  their 737-
800 aircraft, a total of  223 planes. 
The carrier said the grounding was a 
precaution, not a sign that anything 
was wrong.



w o  N i g e r i a n s  Texcreted 165 wraps 
of  cocaine after their 

arrest at the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International  
Airport Abuja by the 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L aw  
E n f o r c e m e n t  A ge n c y  
(NDLEA), according to 
reports.

Head of  Media, Femi 
Babafemi made this known 
in a statement on Sunday.

The drug traffickers are 
Elvis Uche Iro, 53, and 
U w a e z u o k e  I k e n n a  
Christian, 42.

Elvis, is a father of  four 

h e  O s u n  S t a t e TPolice has paraded 
a couple, Ganiyat 

Abass and Olatunbosun 
for the alleged theft of  a 
six-day-old baby from his 
lactating mother, Jemilat 
M u s a ,  a  2 3 - ye a r - o l d 
m e n t a l ly  c h a l l e n ge d 
f e m a l e  a t  A g b e l e 
Compound, Iwo.

The couples who were 
paraded at the Osun State 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d 
headquarters, Osogbo on 
Friday had denied the 
allegation of  theft to which 
they have been arrested.

The Iwo Division of  
the Nigeria Police had 
a l l eged  tha t  she  was 
arrested after an alarm was 
raised of  a missing child 
and the child was found 
stuffed in a shopping bag.

I n  h e r  s t a t e m e n t 
before journalists, Ganiyat 
said she was a friend to 
Jemilat,  the mentally 
challenged mother of  the 
child and had given her 
money to buy bean cake.

She said all through 
Jemilat's pregnancy, she 
was always by her side, 
clothing and feeding her.

She also said she 
wanted to see her husband 
who had moved to his new 
house, so she hurriedly 
carried the infant in her 
hands before she was 
apprehended and an alarm 
was raised.

Olatunbosun,  the 
husband to Ganiyat Abass 
who denied knowledge of  
the theft said all he knew 
was that Ganiyat told him 
she was pregnant and 
always demanded money 
for a scan from him which 
he always gave her.

He stated that he was 
not aware of  any plans by 

her to steal any baby.
However, Jemilat's 

mother denied knowledge 
of  the suspect adding that 
they did not know her and 
all she wanted to do was to 
steal the newborn baby.

T h e  O s u n 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Olawale Olokode in a 
statement said, ” Ganiyat 
Abass and Olatunbosun 
Ajibola, were arrested on 
the 24th March, 2022 at 
a b o u t  2 0 3 0 h r s .  T h e 
complainant reported at 
Iwo Division that, the 
above-named suspects 
connived and stole a six-
day-old baby girl from the 
lactating mother who is 
mentally challenged, by 
name Jemilat Musa 'f' 
23yrs, residing at Agbele's 
compound Iwo.

“The first suspect 
went to the apartment of  
the mother pretending to 
be her sister-in-law, trickly 
gave her some wraps of  
cornmeal and sum of  
N200 to go and buy bean 
cake (Moi-Moi). Shortly 
after the baby's mother left 
to buy the bean cake, the 
suspect quickly put the 
baby inside a sack and ran 
away.  S u s p e c t s  we r e 
arrested at the early hours 
of  today 25th March 2022 

in collaboration with the 
civilian JTF.

“ D u r i n g 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  t h e y 
confessed to the crime. 
Suspects will be charged to 
court after the completion 
of  investigations.”

Also paraded by the 
command were Agbebaku 
David (35), Olubunmi 
A d e w a l e  ( 3 4 )  a n d 
Oderinde Oluwaseun for 
c o n s p i r a c y,  a r m e d 
robbery, impersonation 
and obtaining money 
under false pretence.

Also paraded were 
Ibrahim Ajibola, aged 27, 
arrested for conspiracy, 
suspected armed robbery 
a n d  i m p e r s o n a t i o n , 
Adejuyigbe Oluwaseun, 
aged 28 for obtaining 
m o n e y  u n d e r  f a l s e 
pretence, identity theft and 
stealing, Saheed Abioye, 
aged 32 and Audi Garuba, 
aged 45 for conspiracy, 
burglary, stealing and 
r e c e i v i n g  s t o l e n 
properties.

Emmanuel David, 
a g e d  1 9 ,  C h i b u i k e 
Godspower Ogbonna, 
aged 16,  Jesse Izedi , 
Olaolu James, aged 33 and 
Favour Ige, aged 21 were 
arrested for fraud.

children and hails from 
Abiriba,  Ohafia local  
government area of  Abia 
State.

He was nabbed on 
March 19 upon his arrival 
via Ethiopian Airline flight 
from Addis Ababa for 
ingesting 65 pellets of  
cocaine weighing 1.376kg.

The suspect claimed 
he's an interior decorator 
but delved into trafficking 
because he needed money 
to start a coffee business, 
take care of  family and stock 
his new shop in Lagos.

Elvis disclosed that he 

would have been paid 
$1 ,000  on  succes s fu l  
delivery of  the drug in 
Abuja.

Christian was also 
arrested on arrival for 
ingesting 100 pellets of  
cocaine with a total weight 
of  2.243kg.

The native of  Ojoto, 
I d e m i l i  S o u t h  L o c a l  
Gover nment  Area  o f  
Anambra sold baby clothes 
before venturing into drug 
trafficking.

He recalled travelling to 
Addis Ababa on March 17 
to buy the drug for $10,000 

and returned on March 19 
when he was caught.

The suspect said he 
sold his land in the village 
and took loans from friends 
to be able to raise money to 
buy the drug.

Christian claimed he 
wanted to raise money for 
his business after being 
duped of  $15,000 by his 

peratives attached 

Ot o  t h e  F a m i l y 
s u p p o r t  u n i t 

(FSU) Isokoko Police 
Division, Lagos State 
Command is currently 
investigating Friday Ogbo 
U l o k o  f o r  s e x u a l l y 
exploiting his teenage 
stepdaughter.

Uloko, a native of  
Ador in Benue state, was 
a r r e s t e d  o n  F r i d a y 
following a complaint by 
h i s  w i f e
Chiedeberem to an official 
of  Advocates Children 
Venerable Persons Nigeria, 
(ACVPN).

S e q u e l  t o  t h e 
disclosure, the Coordinator 
Advocates for Children and 
V u l n e r a b l e  P e r s o n s 
N e t w o r k ,  C o m r a d e 
E b e n e z e r  O m e j a l i l e 
reported the issue to the 
Family Support Unit FSU 
Isokoko police division, 
w h i c h  i m m e d i a t e l y 
initiated an investigation 
and arrested the suspect.

It was learned that the 
suspect Uloko married his 
wife Chiedeberem an Igbo 
woman who had three 
c h i l d r e n  f o r  h i m . 
Chiedeberem had a 13 
years daughter in her 
previous relationship.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
s u s p e c t ' s  w i f e , 
Chiedeberem my husband 
Uloko often beat me at the 

slightest opportunity.”
My husband  ke p t 

threatening me until I 
discovered he has been 
sexually violated by my 13 
y e a r s  o l d  d a u g h t e r.
My daughter revealed that 
he violated her severally in 
the bathroom when she has 
her bath.”

D u r i n g  p o l i c e 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  U l o k o 
admitted he collected over 

bout four residents 

Aof  Ladeowo area 
of  Omi-Adio in 

Ibadan, the Oyo State 
capital were killed by 
armed robbers, on Friday.

I nve s t i g a t i o n s  b y 
Vanguard revealed that 
daredevil armed robbers 
stormed the community in 
t h e  e v e n i n g  w i t h 
motorcycles and started 
robbing people operating 
Point  of  Sales  (POS) 
Machines from shop to 
shop.

One of  the witnesses 
told our correspondent that 
people raised alarm when 
discovered that the robbery 
operation was ongoing, a 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  l e d  t o 
sporadic  shoot ing  by 
armed robbers.

“In a  commando-
style, the armed robbers 

stormed our area and killed 
four people. The people 
that were killed are not 
P O S  o p e r a t o r s  b u t 
residents and Okada riders 
who were chasing them. 
We called police in Omi-
Adio command but they 
didn't come until Saturday 
morning.”

A police source at the 
O m i - A d i o  p o l i c e 
command confirmed the 
incident to newsmen in 
Ibadan on Sunday.

T h e  s t a t e  Po l i c e 
spokesperson, Adewale 
Osifeso, confirmed the 
i n c i d e n t ,  s ay i n g  t h e 
investigation was ongoing.

“ I nve s t i g a t i o n  i s 
ongoing, updates would be 
provided in due course, 
please.” He promised.

two hundred thousand 
naira (N200,000) cash from 
a certain Mallam who was 
caught sexually violating 
the victim.

When contacted, the 
Spokesperson Lagos State 
Pol ice  Command,  SP 
Benjamin Hundeyin said 
t h a t  i nve s t i g a t i o n  i s 
ongoing. The victim has 
been rescued while the 
suspect is in custody.

friend who lives in China.
Also, narcotic officers 

of  the Directorate of  
Operation and General 
Inves t iga t ion  (DOGI)  
intercepted substantial 
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
M e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  
Cocaine, and Cannabis 
sativa.

T h e  d r u g s  w e r e  
packaged for export to 
Australia, China, Qatar, 
Ireland and Thailand 
through some courier 
companies in Lagos.

W h i l e  2 . 9 k g  o f  

Methamphetamine in packs 
of  black soap and toner 
m a c h i n e  h e a d i n g  t o  
Australia and Qatar was 
intercepted, 600grams of  
Cocaine concealed in 
school certificates and file 
folders going to Australia 
and Thailand were equally 
seized.

Also, 25.5kg cannabis 
concealed in packs of  Dudu 
Osun soap and tins of palm 
fr uit  extracts  (banga)  
heading to China and 
Ireland was also seized at a 
courier company in Lagos.
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Father of 4, another excrete 165 wraps
of cocaine in NDLEA custody

Couple arrested for stealing infant
from mentally ill woman

Man apprehended for sexually
exploiting 13-yr-old stepdaughter

4 killed as POS operators
robbed in Ibadan



o stem the steady fall Tof  the naira against 
the dollar, the Federal 

Gover nment  has  been  
advised to as a matter of  
urgency put an end to the 
festering crude oil theft, 
boost oil production and put 
in place necessary measures 
to boost local production and 
exportation of  other goods. 

Some economists told 
our correspondent in an 
interview on Saturday that 
these were needed to boost 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  f o r e i g n  
exchange earnings and 
bridge the supply deficit. 

The Association of  
Chambers of  Commerce, 
I n d u s t r y,  M i n e s  a n d  
Agriculture however warned 
that if  nothing was done 
urgently, the naira might fall 
to about N700 to a dollar. 

Manufacturers, business 
owners and many Nigerians 
have expressed deep worries 
over the value of  the naira, 
which exchanged for as high 
as N590 in the parallel 
market a few days ago. While 
the official rate stood at 
N416.23, findings from 
different sources on Saturday 

he World Bank has Twarned that many 
non-poor Nigerians 

are only one small shock 
away from fal l ing into 
poverty. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Washington-based bank, 
such a shock can be induced 
by the issues of  climate or 
conflict, further threatening 
Nigeria's poverty reduction 
efforts. 

It said this in a new 
report titled, 'A Better Future 
for All Nigerians: 2022 
N i g e r i a  P o v e r t y 
Assessment'. 

The report read in part, 
“ C o m p o u n d i n g 
macroeconomic frailties, 
shocks and uncertainty may 
blight Nigeria's progress on 
poverty reduction; climate 
change could intensi fy 
shocks, further limiting 
opportunities to spread the 
proceeds of  growth.

“ M a n y  n o n - p o o r 
Nigerians are only one small 
shock away from falling into 
poverty, while those who are 
a l ready  poor  could  be 
pushed into even deeper 
deprivation.” 

The bank said that 
climate-related shocks, such 
as floods and droughts can 
harm agricultural activities, 

which can disrupt the lives of  
many Nigerian households. 

It said, “Climate-related 
shocks—such as floods and 
droughts—are particularly 
h a r m f u l  b e c a u s e  t h e y 
t h r e a t e n  t h e  r a i n - f e d 
agricultural and pastoral 
activities that are common 
among households living 
below or just above the 
poverty line. 

“Uncer tainty about 
when such shocks may hit, 
combined with a lack of  
c o p i n g  o r  i n s u r a n c e 
m e c h a n i s m s,  c a n  t r a p 
households in poverty by 
discouraging the adoption of  
h igh - r i sk ,  h igh - reward 
technologies or investment 
in human and physical 
capital. 

“This problem may 
currently be getting worse: 
climate change threatens to 
make floods and droughts 
more frequent and more 
severe, compounding this 
c h a l l e n g e  f o r  p ove r t y 
reduction in Nigeria. Given 
the influence of  shocks on 
i n c o m e  ge n e r a t i o n ,  i t 
becomes even harder for any 
growth to percolate  to 
Nigerian households and 
raise their living standards.”

It  fur ther said that 
conflict events had led to the 

d i sp lacement  o f  some 
Nigerians,  inter rupting 
markets and livelihoods. 

“Alongside increasing 
climate shocks, conflict 
events have proliferated, 
displacing populations, 
disrupting markets, and 
inter r upting Nigerians ' 
livelihoods. Fatal conflict 
events have become more 
widespread across Nigeria in 
t h e  p a s t  t wo  d e c a d e s, 
especially in the country's 
north. 

“This corresponds to 
the onset of  the Boko Haram 
insurgency  in  2009  in 
Nigeria's North-East zone, 
the rise of  criminal gangs 
and banditry in the North 
West, and growing political 
v io lence  and v ig i lante 
groups in the south,” the 
Bank said in the report. 

There  had been an 
e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  w h i c h 
disclosed that four in 10 
Nigerians live below the 
n a t i o n a l  p ove r t y  l i n e, 
according to the World 
Bank. 

It was also disclosed 
tha t  Nige r ia ' s  pove r ty 
reduct ion  e f for t s  were 
h a m p e r e d  b y  s l u g g i s h 
growth, low human capital, 
labour market weaknesses, 
and exposure to shocks.

evening showed that the 
naira had fallen to an 
unprecedented N600 to a 
dollar.

Coupled with the 15.7 
per cent inflation rate, the 
lingering forex crisis has led 
to a considerable increase in 
the prices of  goods in the 

country. 
The MD/CEO, Cowry 

Asset Management, Mr 
Johnson Chukwu, said naira 
had continued to suffer a free 
fall because of  weak foreign 
exchange earnings, due 
partly to the low crude oil 
production, crude oil theft 

and low export of  goods. 
He said, “It's all about 

how much you spend on 
importation compared to 
how much you earn from 
exportation. We are not 
producing enough so we 
don't have enough resources 
to support the naira. 

“ T h e  i m m e d i a t e  
solution is to stop crude oil 
theft so we can make more 
revenue, and the long term 
solution would be to diversify 
our economy so that we can 
produce more exportable 
commodities or produce 
more of  what we consume to 

o  e n s u r e Ts o c i o e c o n o m i c 
wellbeing and healthy 

l iv ing for  a l l  Niger ians, 
governments at all levels must 
make provision of  potable 
drinking its top priority.

G i v i n g  t h i s  c h a r g e 
recently was Mrs. Clementina 
Chinwe Ativie, President, 
Association for Table Water 
Producers (ATWAP).

She spoke at a press 
briefing to commemorate 
World Water Day with the 
theme, 'Groundwater: Making 
the invisible, visible.'

Raising some posers, the 
ATWAP boss said, “Can you 
pause a while and imagine a 
day without water? That day 
will be very difficult for sure.”

Justifying the need for the 
celebration of  the World 
Water Day, she said it is pride 
of  place that the whole world 
accords the priceless asset that 
has made it so compelling 
enough to be commemorated.

While noting that it is very 
important for all concerned 
inc luding ever y  t iers  of  

government to reflect on water 
and its usefulness to Nigerians, 
she however urged the need for 
concerted efforts to ensure the 
ava i l a b i l i t y  o f  p o t a b l e, 
hygienic drinking water for the 
citizenry.

She further reiterated in 
her Association's commitment 
towards achieving the aims 
and objectives of  ensuring the 
production of  healthy and 
hygienic drinking water no 
stone would be left unturned.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r , 
ATWAP for over two decades 
has been on the vanguard of  
not only water production, but 
also championing healthy 
water consumption across the 
country, and would not rest on 
its oars until this is achieved.

“Here again we want to 
reiterate that water remains 
the source of  life and so, issues 
c o n c e r n i n g  w a t e r 
consumption and production 
therefore calls for greater 
awareness it requires from us 
t h e  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  t h e 
government if  needed we are 
ready to promote a healthier 

society.”
Borrowing a leaf  from the 

t h e m e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s 
celebration, Ativie said the 
responsibility of  ensuring 
constant availability of  water 
suitable for consumption is not 
only that of  the government 
but other stakeholders like 
ATWAP, hence the need for 
syne rg y  o f  coopera t ion 
amongs t  a l l  the  pa r t i e s 
involved in the value chain.

Waxing philosophical, 
she said, “Although God 
inspired man to dig holes in the 
form of  wells to get water for 
use, the thought and effort put 
in such a venture shows that 
man will  do whatever is 
humanly possible to get water 
for use.

“ To d a y  i n c r e a s e  i n 
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  h u m a n 
developmental activities have 
further made water especially 
portable water scarce, and that 
is why underground water 
hidden far below the earth's 
bowel  i s  abs t racted  and 
purified for specific intended 
use,” she stressed.

limit our importation.” 
He said the Central 

B a n k  o f  N i g e r i a ' s  
interventions, like the closure 
of  Abokifx and ban on the 
sale of  forex to Bureau De 
Change, could not bring 
down the price because the 
current price was a product 
of  demand and supply.

Also, the President, 
National Association of  
Chambers of  Commerce, 
I n d u s t r y,  M i n e s  a n d  
Agriculture, Ide Udeagbala, 
said critical infrastructure 
like power should be fixed to 
boost local production of  

goods,  both  for  loca l  
consumption and export. 

He said, “The exchange 
rate could get to between 
N600 and N700 to a dollar 
with the way it's going, as 
long as we are not exporting 
and we import almost 
everything. However, how do 
we talk about production 
when there is no electricity? 
The national grid collapsed 
twice two weeks ago and 
people had to buy diesel at 
N700. 

“So, the solution is that 
we must produce enough for 
export to earn forex. Crude 
oil theft is also an issue. If  we 
are expected to produce two 
million barrels per day and 
today we are at 1.3 million 
bpd, is it difficult to know 
why we are here? 

A l s o ,  t h e  C h i e f  
Executive Officer, Centre for 
the Promotion of  Private 
Enterprise, Dr Muda Yusuf, 
said apart from addressing 
crude oil theft and boosting 
production, government 
should consider a flexible 
exchange rate policy regime, 
different from devaluation. 

He stated, “This model 
would enhance liquidity in 
the foreign exchange market, 
reduce uncertainty in the 
forex market and enhance 
investors' confidence. Also, it 
i s  a  more transparent  
m e c h a n i s m  f o r  f o r e x  
allocation, it minimises 
discretion in the allocation of  
f o r e x  a n d  r e d u c e s  
opportunities for round-
tripping and other sharp 
practices.”
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Naira may fall to N700 per dollar over oil theft,
low export – NACCIMA, economists

Many non-poor Nigerians at risk
of falling into poverty -World Bank

Why FG must provide potable water
for Nigerians –ATWAP president
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A crooked legal system is 
a problem without a name

T
he assumption 
that respect for the 
judiciary can be won 

by shielding judges from 
published criticism wrongly 
appraises the character 
of… public opinion. It 
is a prized… privilege to 
speak one’s mind, although 
not always with perfect 
good taste, on all public 
institutions.”

Hugo Black, Bridges v. 
California 314 US 252 at 
p.270 (1941)

In a little-noticed release 
issued at the end of  its 
meeting on March 16, 2022, 
Nigeria’s National Judicial 
Council announced that it 
had disciplined two judges, 
placing one of  them on a 
“’Watch List’ for a period 
of  one year” and issuing a 
“warning letter” to both.

According to the NJC, 
Muawiyah Baba Idris, the 
judge of  the High Court of  
the Federal Capital Territory 
placed on the “Watch 
List’, had signed a “writ of  
possession for execution on 
the same day he delivered 
judgement (sic) in Suit No. 
FCT/HC/CV/FT/36/19 
between Sicons Nigeria Ltd 
V Nile Place Restaurant 
and Catering Services Ltd. 
The Suit was for recovery 
of  demised property.” In the 
second case, the NJC “found 
merit” in the complaint that 
Mohammed Ladan, a judge 
of  the High Court of  Kaduna 
State in north-west Nigeria, 
had in Suit No. KDH/
KAD/1321/2018 between 
VTLS Inc. Vs Ahmadu 
Bello University “signed the 
writ of  attachment while the 
Garnishee Order Nisi was 
pending.”

To explain, if, for 
instance, a bank holds 
money on behalf  of  a person 
who is owing on a judgment, 
a garnishee order can be 
issued to compel payment of  
the money to the person to 
whom the judgment is owed. 
It is issued in two stages: an 
order nisi is incomplete and 
only affords the court an 
opportunity to hear all sides 
so as to determine whether 
or not to make it final 
(absolute). Until the court 
makes the order final, it is 
not ripe for enforcement. 

These are very basic in legal 
process.

In both cases, the 
misconduct by the judges 
was wilful. These were 
not mistakes. Almost 
assuredly, they acted in 
collusion with the lawyers 
on whose application they 
issued the orders. The NJC 
decision should have put the 
Nigerian Bar Association on 
notice to invoke disciplinary 
procedures against the 
lawyers. The NBA has so far 
failed to do so. The damage 
caused by the mis-conduct 
to both the tangible interests 
of  the parties affected and 
to the intangible public 
interest in the reputational 
asset of  the judiciary 
is incalculable. In its 
eminent wisdom, the NJC 
determined the appropriate 
sanction as worth less than 
the inconvenience of  a slap 
on the wrist announced by 
press release.

For an illustration of  
what happens when the 
public cannot trust the NJC 
and the legal profession 
to take judicial integrity 
seriously, we must return 
to the controversy over the 
recent order by a Federal 
High Court in Umuahia, 
Abia State, requiring the 
Attorney-General of  the 
Federation to delete Section 
84(12) from the recently 
passed Electoral Act, 2022.

On March 8, 2022 Nduka 
Edede initiated the case in a 
filing in which he described 
himself  as a “constitutional 
lawyer”, politician and 
citizen who has “continually 
exercised his civil duties and 
franchise since return to 
democratic rule in 1990 till 
date.” This is false. For the 
record, in 1990, Nigeria was 
under military rule.

On the same day, before 
another Federal High Court 
in Ibadan, south-west 
Nigeria, another lawyer, 
Chief  Oyewole Bolanle, 
filed a separate suit, number 
F H C / I B / C S / 3 2 / 2 0 2 2 
absolutely identical to that 
in Umuahia, claiming 
exactly the same reliefs. In 
both suits, the Attorney-
General of  the Federation 
was the sole defendant. It 
appears that on the same 
date, different other persons 
filed similar suits in several 
other courts strewn across 
the country. That is not very 
relevant to this story though.

Unconnected with these 
suits but very relevant to 
them, on or around March 
7, Inyang Ekwo, another 
judge of  the same Federal 
High Court, issued a 
temporary order restraining 
the National Assembly, the 
President and the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
from amending or deleting 
the same Section 84(2) from 
the Electoral Act. This order 
appears to have inspired 
the flurry of  speculative 
suits that followed, all bear 
the hallmarks of  grand 
collusion. The case is still 
pending, and this order 
was too when the court in 
Umuahia gave its judgment 
11 days later.

In Ibadan, Uche Agomoh, 
the presiding judge, asked 
the plaintiff ’s lawyer to 
address her and justify his 
standing to institute the 
claim. In a ruling delivered 
on March 17, she held that 
Chief  Bolanle, not being a 
public servant or political 
office holder, did not have 
sufficient interest to sustain 
the proceedings and ordered 
the suit discontinued and 
struck out.

By the time the Umuahia 
case came upon March 18, 
the Attorney-General was 
subject to two orders, one 
from the Federal High Court 
Ibadan from the previous 
day, indicating that the kind 
of  claim before the court 
was unsustainable on the 
grounds of  lack of  personal 
jurisdiction. A separate 
order from the same Federal 
High Court in Abuja from 10 
days earlier restrained him 
from doing the kind of thing 
this suit asked for. He was 
under a professional, ethical, 
and legal obligation to bring 
these to the attention of  the 
court. He failed to do so in 
circumstances which reek 
of  a wilful and fundamental 
ethical violation.

Here is what transpired in 
Umuahia in the words of  the 
judgment delivered on March 
18 by Evelyn Anyadike, 
judge of  the Federal High 
Court, on page four of  the 
judgment: “[t]he defendant 
filed a 7-paragraph affidavit 
of  facts (sic) and a written 
address dated 10th day of  
March 2022 on 14th day of  
March 2022. In response to 
the defendant’s affidavit of  
facts (sic), the plaintiff  filed a 
5-paragraph further affidavit 

on 11th day of  March 2022.” 
In this rendition, the further 
affidavit was filed three days 
before the counter-affidavit 
to which it supposedly 
responded.

On the same day that she 
gave the judgment, the court 
certified it for release; the 
order of  the court was also 
enrolled, and the Attorney-
General against whom 
it was issued exultantly 
announced that he would 
execute it immediately. If  all 
this has more than a whiff  
of  a plaintiff  and defendant 
essentially involved in a joint 
enterprise to bring the judicial 
process into disrepute with 
more than active tolerance 
from the court, it is because 
they probably were. That 
much is pretty evident on the 
face of  the judgment. It is a 
rape of  the implicit bargain 
that underpins respect for 
judicial authority.

To put all this in context, 
at the end of  the 2021 
legal year, there were 
pending before the Federal 
High Court 40,822 civil 
cases; 30,197 criminal 
cases; 35,563 motions and 
20,258 fundamental rights 
enforcement applications.

On March 21, the 
NBA weighed in on these 
developments, calling for 
citizens to be temperate in 
their response and warning 
that there are “legal and 
constitutional avenues” 
to challenge unfavourable 
judgments. This profoundly 
misses the point. It is not as 
if  citizens don’t understand 
the need to protect or 
defend the courts nor is it 
that most don’t know the 
avenues for challenging 
unfavourable decisions. 
The point is the NBA’s 
legal Paracetamol is not a 
prescription for Nigeria’s 
cancer of  vocational and 
judicial malefaction. There 
are undoubtedly many 
hardworking judges of  
integrity in Nigeria. For 
their sakes, courts of  law 
must remain subject to 
accountability before courts 
of  public opinion and before 
the court of  posterity. This 
requires vigorous civic 
vigilance.

The NJC is the custodian 
of  the judicial Code of  
Conduct, which requires 
judges to maintain “a 
high standard of  conduct 
that will ensure and 

preserve transparently, 
the integrity and respect 
for the independence of  
the Judiciary.” The same 
code declares that “[a]
n independent, strong, 
respected and respectable 
judiciary is indispensable for 
the impartial administration 
of  Justice in a democratic 
State.”

In other words, there is 
an implicit bargain here: 
judicial integrity is the 
underlying guarantor of  
respect for the judiciary. 
The United Nations Office 
of  Drug and Crime has 
published the view that 
“Judicial misconduct breaks 
down the very fibre of  what 
is necessary for a functional 
judiciary- citizens who 
believe their judges are fair 
and impartial.  The judiciary 
cannot exist without the 
trust and confidence of  the 
people.” When the public 
does not trust the NJC as 
the custodian of  judicial 
integrity to adequately 
protect it with appropriate 
sanctions, citizens may 
relocate the site of  judicial 
accountability from courts 
and institutions of  law to 
the court of  public opinion. 
To preclude this, the NBA 
must be clinical in rooting 
out the Cowboys among its 
members.

In this enterprise of  
guaranteeing the integrity of  
the courts, perception trumps 
reality. Judicial integrity 
rests on the idea well stated 
nearly 100 years ago by the 
courts in England that “[n]
othing is to be done which 
creates even a suspicion that 
there has been an improper 
interference with the 
course of  justice.” Nigerian 
judges and lawyers glory 
very much in their origins 
in colonial England. Not 
enough appear, however, to 
remember these lines or live 
by them.

On March 24, meanwhile, 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress announced that 
it would comply with the 
original Electoral Act, 2022, 
not the version decapitated 
by a crooked Attorney-
General and a complicit 
court in Umuahia. When 
your politicians have better 
law to them than your 
lawyers, Attorney-General 
and courts, you know you 
have a problem without a 
name.

By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu
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uper Eagles officials 

Sare seriously battling 
on the  hamstr ing 

injury of  Villarreal winger, 
Samuel Chukwueze.

The player is in a race 
against time in a bid to be fit 

head of  Nigeria's 

AWorld Cup playoff  
c l a s h  a g a i n s t 

Ghana on Tuesday, March 
29 at the MKO Abiola 
National Stadium, Abuja, 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu, has 
purchased 5,000 tickets for 
interested fans who would 
be available to support the 
Super Eagles. 

Kalu, who represents 
Abia Nor th Senatorial 
District at the National 
Assembly, stated this early 
Sunday morning via his 
Facebook page, noting that 
the gesture was through his 
Orji Uzor Kalu Foundation. 

The tickets, he said, will 

a l v i n  B a s s e y  i s 

Cconfident he can 
help Nigeria seal 

World Cup glory.
The Rangers defender 

came off  the bench to earn 
his first cap for the 'Super 
Eagles' in their 0-0 draw in 
Ghana on Friday.

Nigeria will have home 
advantage when they take on 
the Black Stars in the second 
l eg  o f  the  Wor ld  Cup 
qualifier on Tuesday.

B a s s e y  p r e d i c t e d : 
“Obviously, we will get the 
win.

“It was an honour to 
represent this great nation.

“Playing in Africa is a 
lot more physical, it's just 
a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e 
environment, the pitch and 
the weather. It's harder to 
breathe so it's just adjusting 
to it.”

B a s s e y ' s  R a n g e r s 
teammates Leon Balogun 

and Joe Aribo are also in the 
Nigeria squad. Both started 
against Ghana.

A n d  t h e  d e f e n d e r 
admitted it has made things 
easier having more familiar 

igeria head coach, 

NA u g u s t i n e 
E g u avo e n ,  wa s 

happy with a draw against 
their West African rivals 
Ghana on Friday night.

The two teams played to 
a 0-0 draw in the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup qualifier which 
took place at the Baba Yara 
Stadium in Kumasi, Ghana.

The Super Eagles will 
now host the Black Eagles in 
the first-leg game at the 
Moshood Abiola National 
Stadium in Abuja, Nigeria 

on Tuesday and the winner 
on aggregate will qualify for 
the finals in Qatar.

Eguavoen, who is a 
former Nigeria captain, 
admitted that the Black Stars 
were the better side, but he 
also pointed out that the 
Super Eagles created the 
better chances.

“Ghana team is not a 
team you can brush aside 
with one arm because they 
are a very good team. I have 
followed Ghana nearly all 
my entire career,” Eguavoen 

said on MX 24 Ghana.
“The performance they 

put on was expected, [but] I 
would like to congratulate 
my boys, they were able to 
soak up the pressure and 
took control of  the game in 
the second-half

“A g a i n  y o u  k n o w 
Ghana yes they were on top 
of  their game, but they didn't 
have any clear cut chances. 
But we had two clear cut 
chances. We should have 
won, but a draw I think we 
are okay.”

faces.
B a s s e y  s a i d :  “ T h e 

reception has been amazing. 
I've known some of  the boys 
for quite a while and they are 
all welcoming.

“They are a good bunch 
of  boys with experience that 
I can learn from.”

be shared at the entrance to 
the match venue by 3pm. 

According to him, “As 
an African Pillar of  Sports, I 
look forward to the Eagles 
putting smiles on our faces 
by winning the match.”

The Super Eagles battle 
the Black Stars of  Ghana in 
the second leg of  the 2022 
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers 
after Ghana hosted the first 
leg at the Baba Yara Sports 
Stadium in Kumasi on 
Friday which ended in a 
goalless draw.

The winner or the team 

with an away goal, in the 

event of  a draw, in the 

second leg will clinch one 

of  the five slots for 

Africa at the World Cup 

which will be hosted by 

Qatar in November. 

espite playing a Dgoalless draw at 
the dreaded Baba 

Yara Stadium in Kumasi on 
Friday, Black Stars head 
coach, Otto Addo, says he 
does not see Nigeria as the 
favourites to qualify for the 
World Cup in Qatar when 
both sides meet in the 
reverse fixture. 

Following several talks 
surrounding one of  the 
biggest football rivalries in 
Africa, Ghana and Nigeria 
played an entertaining 0-0 
draw in front of  a full 
capacity stadium in Kumasi 
and are set for another fierce 
battle in the second leg at the 
Moshood Abiola Stadium 
in Abuja on Tuesday. 

Both countries had a 
disappointing campaign at 
the 33rd edition of  the 
Africa Cup of  Nations in 
Cameroon in January and a 
World Cup ticket would 
more than compensate for 
their poor outing. 

The draw in Ghana 
means a win for either side 
will be enough to see them 
book a ticket for the biggest 
football showpiece in the 
world.

Speaking ahead of  
Tuesday's clash, Addo said 
he doesn't see Nigeria as the 
favourites when both sides 
clash in Abuja as the Eagles 
will be under immense 
pressure to deliver at home. 

“The result doesn't 
change anything. When we 
go there we want to win.” 

“Even  though  our 
Africa Cup of  Nations was 
not good this year, you saw 
we matched Nigeria in the 
first leg,” said the former 
Black Star. 

“So, I don't see them as 
favourites, the pressure will 

be on them at home and 
away goals can hurt a lot.

“ T h e y  h a v e  h i g h 
quality players but they've 
got respect for us and I 
thought  the  match  in 
Kumasi was equal in terms 
of  performance.” 

Addo a l so  pra i sed 
Ghana's young Ajax star 
Mohammed Kudus for his 
performance in the first leg 
but has called on him to be 
more positive going forward 
in the return fixture. 

“He did well, and he's 
obviously a player Ghana 
missed during the Nations 
C u p  ( w h e n  h e  w a s 
injured),” said Addo 

“I know the fans in 
Kumasi  loved i t  when 
Kudus was doing his thing 
but sometimes he could be 
m o r e  p r e c i s e  a n d 
determined to go forward. 

“He has the speed and 
if  he is in front of  an 
opponent I think he can 
create more, but he's an 
exceptional  player,  no 
doubt.” 

for Tuesday's make-or-mar 
World Cup playoffs against 
Ghana in Abuja after he 
injured his hamstrings in the 
first game in Kumasi.

The hamstring injury is 
a recurring complaint about 

the tricky right-winger and 
he has even had surgery for 
it previously.

He was forced out of  the 
Kumasi clash in the second 
half  mainly due to an injury.

C o a c h  A u g u s t i n e 

Eguavoen said 'Samu' and 
some other players who 
carried knocks from the 
Ghana game were rested for 
Saturday's recovery training 
in Abuja.

Officials have assured 
the injury situation in the 
team is not serious, but it 
appears that may not be the 
case with Chukwueze.

In his absence, the 
Eagles other options would 
be Ademola Lookman of  
L e i c e s t e r  C i t y  o r 
Emmanuel Dennis from 
Watford.
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Super Eagles’ officials sweat on Chukwueze’s hamstring injury

Orji Kalu purchases 5,000 tickets
for fans

Nigeria not favourites to qualify for Qatar – Addo

Calvin Bassey confident Nigeria will qualify
for World Cup

Kumasi's result has further lifted
our determination says Eguavoen

AddoAddoAddo

BasseyBasseyBassey

ChukwuezeChukwuezeChukwueze
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jax coach, Erik ten 

AHag is frustrated 
Manchester United 

have not yet offered him a 
contract.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Mirror, Ten Hag, 52, met 
with United bosses last week 
to talk about becoming their 
new manager – and they 
were impressed by his 

uventus would like 

JChelsea 's  Antonio 
Rudiger to become the 

new Giorgio Chiellini, 
according to a report.

The 29-year-old is out 
of  contract at Stamford 
Bridge in the summer, and 
his future is currently up in 
the air, with several teams 
hoping to persuade him to 
join them.

arcelona president BJoan Laporta says 
he won't pursue a 

deal for Erling Haaland or 
K y l i a n  M b a p p e  t h i s 
summer if  it puts the club's 
finances at risk.

The Catalan giants are 
among the clubs to be 
linked with the strikers, 
along with the likes of  
Manchester City and Real 
Madrid.

But Barcelona remain 
in a precarious financial 
situation, facing reported 
debts of  €1.35 billion, 
which led to club icon 
Lionel Messi departing for 
PSG last summer.

“I will not talk about 
specific players, but I can 
tell you that we will not 
carry out any operation that 
puts the institution at risk,” 
Laporta said. 

That  inc ludes  h i s 
current club, as the Blues 
have been negotiating with 
the center-back throughout 
the season, but with the 
Blues currently up for sale, 
it is unknow what the future 
will be.

According to reports, 
Juventus are hoping to push 
R u d i g e r  a s  t h e  n e w 
Chiellini if  they are able to 

sign him this summer, with 
the club aiming for him to 
take over the experienced 
defender.

The German has been 
of fered a  deal  that  i s 
believed to be worth £5.5m-
per-season over a five-year 
contract, if  he was to sign 
with the Italian outfit.

Rudiger has remained 
a consistent player for 
Thomas Tuchel throughout 
this season, having made 26 
appearances throughout 
the Premier League.

e w c a s t l e 

Nremain locked 
in new contract 

t a l k s  w i t h  s e v e r a l 
players.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Chronicle Live, three of  
Eddie Howe's Newcastle 
s e n i o r  s q u a d  a r e 
awaiting the outcomes to 
discussions over new 
contracts. The existing 

deals for Fabian Schar, Paul 
D u m m e t t  a n d  S e a n 
Longstaff  are all up at the end 
of  the season.

In his press conferences, 
Howe has stated that all three 
are players he admires and 
can have a future with the 
club. The look of  Newcastle's 

o r u s s i a BMonchengladbach 
defender Matthias 

Ginter has denied reports of  
agreeing to join Bayern 
Munich.

Off  contract in June, 
Ginter is also interesting 
Inter Milan.

“To be honest, I don't 
know where these rumours 
come from suggesting I have 
already decided on a transfer 
to Bayern Munich,” Ginter 
told Redaktions Netzwerk 
Deutschland.

“I have not yet made a 

decision on my future, and it 
will probably take a few more 
weeks before it happens.

“ T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w 

different options, and I have 
offers from abroad too, so I 
am curious to see what will 
happen next.”

squad next season will be 
intriguing with ambition to 
push up to the top half  
clear but also a need for 
retaining players who 
know the club well.

This week Newcastle 
a g r e e d  a  d e a l  w i t h 
y o u n g s t e r  D y l a n 

Stephenson who has been 
the Under-23s' star man 
this term with 11 goals. 
Although the 19-year-old's 
short-term future will be a 
loan deal with Hartlepool 
already one of  the clubs 
considered for a deal.

vision to bring the glory days 
back to Manchester he was 
amazed when United didn't 
give open contract talks.

United want to speak to 
other potential candidates 
like Maurico Pochettino and 
Luis Enrique before they put 
their cash on the table. But 
Ten Hag made it clear he is 
more interested in making 

assurances that getting time 
to rebuild the team was 
more important than a fat 
contract.

The Ajax coach comes 
from a wealthy background 
and is already fabulously 
rich thanks to his stake in his 
f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
earnings from the game.

But after laying out his 

history than more money.
H e  i s  a  m a j o r 

shareholder in the property 
and f inanc ia l  se r v ices 
empire set up by his father, 

Hennie, in 1989. Its huge 
p o r t f o l i o  o f  i n t e r e s t s 
includes one of  the biggest 
estate agents in Holland and 
is now run mainly by Ten 

Hag's two brothers, Rico 
and Michel. But all three 
brothers hold an equal share 
of  the company.
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Ajax coach, Ten Hag frustrated over delay in Man Utd's offer

Juve want Rudiger as replacement
for Giorgio Chiellini

I won't put club at risk to sign
Mbappe - Barca president,
Laporta

Newcastle remain locked in contract talks with
several players

Inter target, Ginter denies Bayern
Munich rumours
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HaalandHaalandHaaland MbappeMbappeMbappe



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Chigozie	Uzosike,	08137914644

Pg. 16

Pg. 15

N200 

Tide of Times With Bright C.J. Okereke
Email:- 
Phone: 07030586457

part from the direct 

Aeffect insecurity on 
t h e  N i g e r i a n 

populace, it also affects the 
economy. 

F r o m  a l l  i n d i c e s , 
insecurity affects economic 
g r o w t h  b y  d r y i n g - o u t 
i nve s t m e n t s,  i n c r e a s e s 
unemployment and dwindles 
g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e , 
amongst others. Despite 
these effects, government 
cap i ta l  expendi ture  on 
internal security did not grow 
astronomically to match the 
hydra-headed problem. This 
p a p e r  t h e r e f o r e 
recommended an increase in 
cap i ta l  expendi ture  on 
i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d 
concludes with a discussion 
of  some pol ic ies  to  be 
designed and targeted at 
addressing the economic 
effects of  insecurity.

Security is an essential 
prerequisite for true and 
lasting economic growth to 
take place. Therefore, the 
economic security of  Nigeria 
is intricately linked to its 
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y.  T h e 
epidemic propor tion of  
criminality and violence in 
the country has ramifications 
for the economy.

With pervasive insecurity 
come internal displacement 
of  people and the crippling of  
economic activities in the 
worst-affected areas. We have 
witnessed the virtual death of  
economic activities all over 
the country in the last two (2) 
decades due to the increasing 
level of  insurgency. We have 
also seen how agricultural 
produce in Benue and a 
number of  other nor th-
central states of  Nigeria have 

within the country. As a 
result, people in the refugee 
c a m p s  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o 
contribute to the nation's 
economic activities.

In the same vein, the global 
peace index for 2021 compiled 
by the Institute for Economics 
and Peace ranked Nigeria 
146th out of  163 countries with 
a score of  2.712, while among 
Sub-Saharan African countries 
the country was ranked 39th 
out of  44 countries examined in 
the region.

The impact of  insecurity is 
reflected on the performance of  
macroeconomic indicators, 
investment inflow as well as 
economic performance.

Although data for 2021 is 
not available yet, as of  2020, 
over $40.6 billion worth of  
foreign investments were 
diverted from the Nigerian 
e c o n o my  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
insecurity according to the 
Global terrorism index.

This had implications for 
job creation and economic 
prosperity as purchasing power 
decl ined.  Nigeria is  now 
regarded as the world's poverty 
capital and has an estimated 91 
million people living in extreme 
poverty which is projected to 
reach 106.6 million by 2030.

T h e r e f o r e,  i n s e c u r i t y 
impinges on the security of  
lives and property of  both 
N i g e r i a n  c i t i z e n s  a n d 
foreigners living or even trying 
to invest in the country. 

This social menace triggers 
off  worrisome situations that 
challenge Nigeria's efforts 
towards national economic 
development and consequent 
its vision. It also scares the 
attraction of  foreign investment 
and their contributions to 
economic development in 
Nigeria.

been badly affected by the 
herdsmen-farmers clashes.

Insecurity in most of  
these Nigerian states has also 
created internal refugees 

T h e  c h a o s  a n d 
uncertainties created by 
i n s e c u r i t y  p r ov i d e  t h e 
b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  f o r 
corruption. On the one hand, 
i n s e c u r i t y  p r ov i d e s  a n 
e nv i r o n m e n t  f o r  s o m e 
gover nment off ic ials  to 
corruptly enrich themselves.    

A  s t rong  and  s tab le 
economy fosters long-term 
national security, whereas 
insecurity is a hindrance to 
l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o m i c 
prosperity. Efforts should be 
geared towards bringing 
under control the spate of  
genera l  insecur i ty  tha t 
currently afflicts most parts 
of  the country.

The continuous rise in 
Insecurity and deterioration 
in the economic development 
in Nigeria calls for concern 
among all lovers of  country. 

Rising violence in the 
country cost Nigeria 11 
percent of  its GDP with 
N119 bill ion. Similarly, 
projects worth N12 trillion 
were  abandoned across 
Nigeria due to insecurity and 
other challenges according to 
d a t a  f r o m  To w n T a l k 
solutions.
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Insecurity: Destroying the
nation's economy

Security is an essential prerequisite for true 
and lasting economic growth to take place. 

Therefore, the economic security of  Nigeria is 
intricately linked to its national security. The 

epidemic proportion of  criminality and violence 
in the country has ramifications for the economy.

“
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Couple arrested for stealing
infant from mentally ill woman

Naira may fall to N700 per
dollar over oil theft, low export
– NACCIMA, Economists


