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urges payment of gratuities
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
gbos for Progressive 
and United Nationhood 
(IPAN), has called on 

Anambra State governor, 
Prof. Charles Soludo to 
look inwardly to ascertain 
the major challenge of  the 
people, especially the civil 
servants and downtrodden. 

IPAN regretted that the 
previous administration 
under Chief  Willie Obiano 
was not in charge of  his 
government, thereby be-
lieving everything his com-
missioners told him.  

The National President 
of  IPAN, Comrade Law-
rence Onuzulike who stat-
ed this in his release to 
newsmen observed that 
the former governor may 
have been deceived by his 
commissioners, especial-
ly, former Commissioner 
of  Education, Prof  Kate 
Omenugha, that teachers 
had been paid their gratu-
ities, while none of  them 
received their pension and 
gratuities. 

Comrade Onuzulike 
commended Governor 
Soludo who had visited 
some schools to see things 

Residents lament as kerosene
sells for N520/litre
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

R
esidents in Anam-
bra State have con-
tinued to lament 

the high cost of  kerosene 
and Premium Motor Spir-
it (PMS), as scarcity of  
the products bite harder 
across homes.

The commodities have 
virtually disappeared from 
so many filling stations in 
the state.

The kerosene, which 
formerly sold at N270-300 
per litre, now costs N450 
per in fuel stations while 
#500 per 75cl bottle are 
sold by the roadside deal-
ers. 

Our correspondent who 
visited some filling sta-
tions in Awka, Onitsha, 
Nnewi and Ekwulobia, on 
Saturday, revealed that the 
commodities were scarce.

Residents have therefore 
resorted to other options 
like using electrical cook-
ing gas despite the risk, 
charcoal and firewood to 
meet their domestic cook-
ing rather than buying the 
products at exorbitant pric-
es.

Some residents, who 
spoke to News Echo, said 
that the high cost of  the 
commodity was worri-
some couple with children 
school fees and increase 
house rent.

They appealed to the 
governor of  the state, 
Chukwuma Soludo, to in-
tervene in the matter as life 
was becoming unbearable 
for them.

Mrs. Nkiruka Onyia a 
food vendors civil servant 
told our correspondent 
that the products were 
needed daily to prepare 
food but the high cost of  

kerosene was no longer 
within her affordability.

“The masses are suffer-
ing; life is becoming un-
bearable because food is 
part of  our existence while 
prices of  kerosene and gas 
have gone up beyond our 
reach,’ she said.

A Civil Servant, Mrs. 
Uche Onuka a house wife, 
said that the high cost of  
kerosene, which was her 
daily use for cooking, had 
made her to resort to the 
use of  fire woods.

“Even at high prices, the 
kerosene dries faster than 

usual when you light the 
stove. I think the problem 
is that the population is 
high than the commodi-
ty.  “I will continue to use 
fire woods until the price 
comes down,’’ she stated.

Mr. Aliu Mala, a Suya 
seller at Housa settlement, 

Amasea in Awka North lo-
cal government area of  the 
state, begs the government 
to step into the scarcity of  
kerosene and cooking gas, 
alleging that as some re-
tailers were hoarding the 
commodities to add more 
suffering to the masses.

Legislature displaces Judiciary as 
last hope of common man - Enuneku
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he National Pres-
ident, National 
Forum for South 

East President (NFSEP), 
Dr Patrick Enuneku has 
frowned against the decla-
ration by the federal high 
court, Umuahia to delete 
clause  84(12) of  the elec-
toral act being promulgat-
ed by the national assem-
bly.

Dr Enuneku disclosed 
this to News Echo during 
an interactive session on 
Sunday at Awka.

According to him, “Ras-
cality is gradually creep-
ing into Nigerian Judici-
ary, or how do I explain 
the alacrity at which the 
Judge at Federal High 
Court, Umuahia, made 
pronouncement for the de-
letion of  clause 84(12) of  
the recently promogated 

Electoral Act 2022”.
“I was still dancing in 

the euphora of  9th Na-
tional Assembly passing 
the Electoral Act 2022, as 
the most prominent bill 
passed by the Legislative 
arm of  the govt, only to 
be cut short by Judicial 
pronouncement for the de-
letion of  the most masses 
friendly bill, 84(12) of  the 
Electoral Act 2022 before 
gazetting it”.

The NFESP leader fur-
ther noted that the Nation-
al Forum for South East 
Presidency (NFSEP) wish 
to state unequivocally that 
9th Assembly should fol-
low the case till supreme 
court and “fight vigorous-
ly” to ensure the retention 
of  Electoral Act 2022 as 
passed by the house and 
signed by Mr President.

Contributing, member 
of  the Group’s National 
Working Committee, Mr 

John Agwu said his wor-
ry is that “even though 
the order by the Judge for 
the removal of  this section 
of  the electoral act 2022 
as amended negates the 
principles of  separation of  
power, the said section of  
the electoral act actually is 
in conflict with an extant 
section of  the CFRN and 
to that extent is null, void 
and of  no effect except 
that section of  the consti-
tution is amend vide a due 
constitutional amendment 
process”.

for himself, where he as-
certained that the previous 
government was owing 
teachers of  their gratuities 
and 2021 leave allowance.

He urged the Governor 
to sustain the tempo he has 
stated and asked him not to 
lose focus, but concentrate 
on practical ways to trans-
form the state, not by theo-
retical ways. 

“Governor Soludo has 
started well. You won’t 
know where to start if  you 
don’t go out to ascertain the 
challenges. This was exact-
ly what the Governor did 
by visiting Okpoko, Cor-
rectional Center, and other 
places, to observe the level 
of  decay in those places. 

“He should be in charge 
of  his administration and 
not believing in only what 
people tell him, seating 
down in the office. 

“We are impressed by 
Soludo’s body language 
and statements of  how he’ll 
run the affairs of  the state. 
We’re particularly pleased 
with the choice of  his tran-
sition team, a choice that 
made it clear he wants 
transparency.

“IPAN call on Ndi An-
ambra, especially aggrieved 
politicians from other par-
ties and their supporters 
to support Soludo to move 
the state forward. “IPAN 
pledged to continue to work 
with the state government 
to ensure that voices of  the 
masses are heard by the gov-
ernor and that dividends of  
democracy are delivered to 
the people.”
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Farming season: Abia urges NBC to solve
boundary issues with neighbouring states
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
head of  the  2022 
farming season, 
Abia State gov-

ernment has called on the 
National Boundary Com-
mission to  expedite action 
in demarcating  and delin-

eating Abia boundary lines 
with neighbouring States.

The Deputy Governor, 
Sir Ude Oko Chukwu 
made the call when he 
received a delegation of  
the National Boundary 
Commission (NBC) Tech-
nical Team and the State 
Boundary Committee on 
Trans-Border Co-opera-
tion Activities On Abia /
Akwa Ibom Inter State 
Boundary at Government 
House Umuahia.

He  assured that the Gov-
ernor Okezie-led adminis-
tration is ready  to support 
the NBC to  do a field de-
marcation of  the boundary 
lines to avoid unnecessary 
conflict  and destruction of  
lives and properties among 
border communities.

The Deputy Governor 
who is also the  Chair -
man of  the State Bound-
ary Committee noted that 
Government has already 
started sensitising and 

enlightening boundary 
Communities and LGAs 
in the State on the need to 
maintain peace with their 
neighbouring States. 

The Deputy  Governor 
commended the NBC for 
what they are doing in 
maintaining peace along 
inter states boundaries , 
disclosing that that apart 
from Akwa Ibom, Abia 
also shares Inter  bounda-
ry with six other States of  
Imo, Enugu, Ebonyi, An-
ambra, Cross River and 
Rivers and expressed con-
fidence that the NBC will 
give a permanent solution 
to  all inter states bound -
aries through field work 
and demarcation.

Earlier in his speech, the 
Director General NBC, Dr 
Adamu Adaji represent-
ed by Director Internal 
Boundary, Mr  Nicholas 
Emiowele said they were 
Abia to partner with the 
State Boundary Commit-

teee to sensitize and mo-
bilise the border commu-
nities of  Abia State along 
Abia/Akwa Ibom inter 
state boundary on the im-
perative of  trans border 
cooperation as has been 
done in Akwa Ibom.

The NBC boss  applaud-
ed Abia State Government 
for the maintenance of  
peaceful co existence with 
their neighbouring States. 

The Commissioner For 
Boundary Matters and 
Conflict Resolution, Chief  
Godwin Ndom was also 
present to receive the NBC 
team.

It is of  note that several 
have either lost their lives 
in boundary clash between 
some boundary communi-
ties in Abia State and those 
from Akwa Ibom, Cross 
River, and Ebonyi  in the 
past five years while prop-
erty worth millions  of  
naira were  also destroyed 
during such clashes.

Bill to allow women share 
from family property is
reward – Rivers Speaker
By Godson Nwosu,
PHC

T
he Speaker of  the 
Rivers State House 
of  Assembly, Ikuiy 

Owaji-Ibani said the Riv-
ers State prohibition of  the 
curtailment of  the rights of  
women to share in family 
property bill is to reward 
women for their hard 
work. 

He was speaking during 
the public hearing on the 
bill on Wednesday. Ibani 
said the idea that women 
cannot partake in the in-
heritance of  their family 
property will soon be over, 
adding that the move by 

the state lawmakers is to 
compensate hardworking 
women

He also emphasis the 
need for women to be giv-
en equal opportunity in the 
society like men.

Others groups who were 
at the public hearing in-
cluding FIDA, National 
Association of  women 
journalists, civil Society 
groups and some represent-
ative of  Local Government 
Areas who expressed their 
support to the bill

They said the days are 
over when women should 
be relegated to the back 
ground when it comes to 
sharing family inheritance.
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Defection: Imo speaker, 16 lawmakers
may lose positions 
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T
here is some panic in 
Imo State that 17 out 
of  the 27 lawmakers 

of  the state House of  As-
sembly may be sacked by 
the court.

At various times since 
2019, the lawmakers in 
question defected to the All 
Progressives Congress from 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party, Action Alliance and 
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance, respectively.

The fear is due to the re-
cent sacking of  the Gover-
nor of  Ebonyi State, Dave 
Umahi, and 17 lawmakers 
who defected with him 
from the PDP, on which 
ticket they were elected, to 
the APC.

A court judgement on 
Monday also sacked 20 
members of  the Cross Riv-
er State House of  Assem-
bly who defected with the 
Governor of  the State, Ben 
Ayade, from the PDP to the 
APC.

Motivated by the devel-
opment, a group of  persons 
had dusted up a suit they 
filed against the defection 
of  the 17 lawmakers at the 
Imo State House of  Assem-
bly.

The case was instituted 
by the Legal Defence and 
Assistance Project, Chi-
jioke Nwachukwu, Chibu-
zo Ekene, and Mmerole 
Modestus against the State 
Attorney General and Com-
missioner for Justice, Clerk 
of  the Imo State House of  
Assembly, the Independent 
National Electoral Com-

mission, Attorney General 
of  the Federation, a former 
speaker of  the state House 
of  Assembly, Collins Chi-
ji, and the current Deputy 
Speaker, Amarachi Iwuan-
yanwu, and 15 other law-
makers.

In the suit No. FHC/
Ow/27/2020 filed by their 
counsel, Nath Epele and 
Co., the plaintiffs are ask-
ing the Federal High Court, 
sitting in Owerri to declare 
the seats of  the defendants 
vacant by virtue of  the fact 
that they defected from the 
party that brought them to 
power into another party.

Former Speaker, Collins 
Chiji, representing Isiala 
Mbano, had abandoned his 
former party, the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance, 
under whose platform he 
got to the House and de-
clared for PDP, which won 
the 2019 governorship elec-
tion in order to grab the 
speakership.

However few days after 
the January 14, 2020, Su-
preme Court judgment, 
which sacked Emeka Ihe-
dioha and declared Hope 
Uzodimma of  APC as gov-
ernor, Chiji, along with oth-
er members, moved to the 
APC to retain his position.

Chiji and majority lead-
er, Chigozie Nwaneri, an-
nounced their defection 
on the floor of  the House, 
while others wrote letters of  
defection.

Others who were elected 
under the AA also dumped 
the party and joined the 

APC are Uju Onwudiwe, 
Ngozie Obiefule, Johnson 
Duru, Arthur Egwim, Obin-
na Okwara, Heclus Okoro 
and the current speaker, 
Kennedy Ibe.

Those who dumped 
APGA, under whose plat-
form they were elected to 
the state House of  Assem-
bly for PDP and later to 

APC are, Amara Iwuanyan-
wu, (Nwangele LGA) who 
is the current deputy speak-
er, Chidiebere Ogbunikpa 
(Okigwe LGA), Paul Emez-
iem (Onuimo LGA); Ekene 
Nnodim (Orsu LGA); and 
Onyemaechi Njoku (Ihitte/
Uboma)

Those who dumped PDP 
for APC are the current 

Majority Leader, Kanayo 
Onyemaechi (Owerri West), 
former Majority Leader, 
Uche Oguagu( Ikeduru 
LGA), Eddy Obinna (Aboh 
Mbaise), Samuel Otibe 
(Ahiazu Mbaise).

At this time, no date has 
been fixed for the hearing 
of  the case. But many in-
digenes of  the state have 

urged the group to ensure 
that they pursued the case 
to its logical conclusion.

 “If  what has happened 
in Ebonyi and Cross River 
states will happen in Imo 
State that will be beautiful. 
Let the defected lawmakers 
from Imo State lose their 
seats so that it will serve as 
a deterrent to others.”

Distinguished Senator Ezenwa Onyewuchi with Aboh Mbaise party delegates and leaders in continuation on his second term bid.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Sit at home: Imo Govt threatens to sanction
workers who obey order
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state govern-
ment has on Monday 
issued a fresh warn-

ing to its workers to desist 
from adhering to the self  
imposed sit at home order 
by the IPOB.

The commissioner of  
Information and Strategy, 
Hon. Declan Emelumba 
made this disclosure on 
Monday while reacting to 
the rumour about public 
holiday and sit at home be-
ing observed in the state.

Emelumba urged  work -
ers and the public to go 
about their business as the 
government did not ap-
prove of  any  public hol -
idays on Monday or any 
working days.

The commissioner how-
ever warned that the govern-
ment will not fail to sanc-
tion any worker that stays 
off  from work without any 
permission or authorization 
and urged  them to continue 
to discharge their responsi-
bilities  without fear as the 
government has made ade-
quate arrangement to beef  
up security in the state in 
that regard.

It would be recalled that 

the activities in the state last 
Monday suffered some form 
of  setback as most schools 
especially private owned 
were shut down, banks, 
shops and some business-
es areas could not operate, 
there was also low percent-
age of  human and vehicular 
movement in the state

News Echo gathered that 
the development must have 
risen due to a fresh attack by 
gunmen in Umuguma and 
Omuma divisional police 
stations  and also the bomb-
ing of  the country home of  
the President General of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Prof. 
George Obiozor and other 

attacks that took place last 
weekend in Imo state

The police has reassured 
of  its effort to ensure the 
security of  lives and proper-
ties in the state and advised 
Imolites to provide useful 
information that will help 
them  apprehend perpetra -
tors of  crimes in the state.

NGO decries high rate of child marriage
in Igbo land 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

I
rked by the growing  rate 
of  child marriage in Igbo 
land, a Non-Governmen-

tal Organization (NGO) 
known as Women Informa-
tion Network (WINET) has  
called for more budgetary pro-
visions to end the ugly trend.

Speaking on Tuesday at a 
Media Roundtable on budget 
advocacy to end child mar-
riage in Enugu State, the  Ex-
ecutive Director of  WINET, 
Mrs. Miriam Menkiti, said 
they are focusing on govern-
ment at all levels their budget 
to support ending child mar-
riage by making provisions 
to support girls’ retention in 

school. 
Mrs Menkiti  stated, “We 

are aware of  the issue of  pov-
erty, worsened by COVID-19 
pandemic that has impover-
ished families and the risk this 
could pose for the girl-child 
who is easily neglected and 
told to stop school so that her 
brothers could complete their 
education”

According to her, “WINET 
understands the critical role of  
the media in the society and 
has decided to bring you in 
the picture. Today’s meeting 
is for us to engage with you 
to understand the importance 
of  government’s making pro-
visions to end child marriage, 
while you scrutinise and anal-
ysis budget and  report the 

issues to hold government ac-
countable on issues concern-
ing ending child marriage “

“The project under this 
media roundtable is taking 
place titled, Budget Advoca-
cy “ to end child marriage in 
two local government areas in 
Enugu State, using Aninri and 
Enugu South local govern-
ment areas as pilot. 

She identified the cause of  
early girl marriage to include 
poverty and culture which she 
said could be checked through 
legislation such as the Enugu 
State Child Rights Law of  
2016, pointing out that they 
would continue to impress on 
the local governments to end 
girl marriage through budget-
ary provisions.

Soludo, Obiano cold
war begin over empty
treasury, huge debt

he worst is to be Theard between the 
new gover nor of  

A n a m b r a  S t a t e,  P r o f . 
C h a r l e s  S o l u d o  a n d 
erstwhile governor, Obiano 
as the former has raised 
alarm over the huge debt he 
inherited from the latter. 

The new Governor, 
Charles Chukwuma Soludo, 
has purported that he met 
only N300 million and over 
100 billion debt in the state's 
treasury when he assumed 
office.

Soludo revealed this 
while answering questions 
on Arise TV on Tuesday.

According to the former 
Central Bank Governor, he 
has inherited debts running 
into “hundreds of  billions of  
naira” from his predecessor, 
Willie Obiano, according to 
audited accounts.

Soludo said: “In terms 
of  debt I inherited, it runs 
into hundreds of  billions of  
Naira. In that of  cash, we 

met about 300 million Naira 
only. In fact, let's not talk 
about it. Our treasury is 
funny.

“I hope we shall make 
money henceforth to help us 
fulfill our promises for 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d 
development of  the state. 
“But in terms of  what I met 
in our coffers, my brother, it's 
pathetic. Please let us not go 
there. God will help us”.

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e 
immediate past governor 
Obiano was apprehended by 
operatives of  the Economic 
and  F inanc ia l  Cr imes 
Commission (EFCC) as he 
tried to leave the country on 
the same day he handed over 
to Soludo. Though reasons 
why he was arrested were yet 
to be revealed but there are 
r u m o u r s  o f  
misappropriation of  funds. 

News Echo reports that 
the beginning of  the cold 
war is by the corner if  more 
discrepancies surrounding 
the government of  Obiano 
are uncovered.
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Editorial

Purging the nation of 
defection abuse among 
serving politicians

I
t is mocking that politicians in 
Nigeria have continued to lay 
claims to their fundamental rights 

to freedom of association as a means 
of moving in and out of political 
parties at will. The members of the 
State Houses of Assembly, House of 
Representative Senate and even the 
governors share in this whole mess and 
the excuses adduced by the defectors is 
are lame ones. 

In this present republic, Nigerians 
have witnessed several movements 
or abandonment of politicians from 
political party that vehicle them to 
power for another and the reasons 
they give have ranged from impunity, 
inadequate reward, harassment and 
undemocratic impositions by their 
former political parties who now 
perceive them as political enemies.

If it were in sane clime, those 
involved, whether common or 
uncommon defectors should have 
simply gone to the court to challenge 
the unfair or undemocratic behaviour 
by their former political party. Because, 
in good politics, defections must be 
as a result of change in ideological 
principle of the politician.

Provisions were made in the 2010 
Electoral Act as safeguard against 
indiscriminate cross carpeting from one 
political party to another, which spelt 
out conditions under which an elected 
officer can defect, but the inherent 
loopholes in the safeguards were today 
still being exploited by politicians. 

The 1999 Constitution is clear on 
what constitutional grounds a serving 
lawmaker could switch political party 
without loosing his or her seat. Section 
68 (1)(g) of the constitution (as amended) 
provides, that “a member of the senate 
or of the house of representatives shall 
vacate his seat in the House of which 
he is a member if; being a person whose 
election to the House was sponsored by 
a political party, he becomes a member 
of another political party before the 
expiration of the period for which that 
House was elected; (but) provided that 
his membership of the latter political 
party is not as a result of a division 
in the political party of which he was 
previously a member or of a merger of 
two or more political parties or faction 
by one of which he was previously 

sponsored.”
By standard, joining a political party 

should be based on the party’s ideology 
and defection should also be based on 
change of ideology.

For example, Liberalism and 
Socialism are the two most ancient and 
principal ideologies that had influenced 
politics and political party formations.

Liberalism strongly believes that the 
market forces should determine who gets 
what, how and when in the society and 
Capitalism is the instrument to achieve 
the good society; thus, government 
or the state does not partake in the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services while Socialism believes 
that the government or state has a role to 
play in the production and distribution 
of goods and services in the society and 
its instrument is the bureaucracy or the 
workforce of the state.

Therefore, in Politics, it is left to the 
individual to choose the ideology that 
tallies with his or her vision of a good 
state and this is what informs joining 
or voting for a particular political party.

Defection thus, can occur when the 
political party begins to deviate from 
its ideological stand or principle.

In all these cases of Nigerian political 
party defections, it has nothing to do 
with part deviations from ideological 
principle. Their reasons are thoroughly 
selfish, not ideological.

Therefore, the solution to Nigeria’s 
political leadership shame and mess is 
to first of all totally ignore the current 
crop of political leadership, raise a new 
set of political leaders who know what 
politics is and how to go about it for the 
common good of the society.

Such leaders must have integrity, 
intellectualism, patriotism and the fear 
of God with which they can insist that 
the right things must be done.

Optimistically, the current rise of 
the judiciary against the unsavoury 
development which led to the recent 
sack of Ebonyi State governor, Dave 
Umahi and his deputy by a Federal 
High Court and another that sacked 2 
federal lawmakers and 18 members of 
Cross River State House of Assembly, 
following their defection from Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, to the ruling 
All Progressives Congress, APC may 
go a long way to tame the tide.
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When courts of law become 
political sex workers

G
ladys Ukeje was the 
daughter of  Lazarus 
Ogbonnaya Ukeje, 

who died in Lagos, the 
commercial capital of  Nigeria, 
in December 1981. He left 
behind property but did not 
make a Will. In June 1982, 
Lagos State granted his wife, 
Lois and son, Enyinnaya, the 
right to administer and share 
the estate to the exclusion of  
Gladys. She sued them on 
February 22, 1982 before the 
High Court of  Lagos. Nearly 
nine years later, on January 
10, 1992, the High Court of  
Lagos delivered judgment in 
favour of  Gladys. Lois and 
Enyinnaya appealed to the 
Court of  Appeal and from 
there to the Supreme Court in 
Abuja where, in April 2014, 
the case was finally decided 
in favour of  Gladys. It took 
her 31 years of  litigation and 
nearly 33 years since the death 
of  her dad to get Nigeria’s 
courts to affirm her right as a 
woman to inherit in equality 
with the rest of  her family.

Caroline Mgbafor 
Mojekwu, another widow 
from south-east Nigeria, 
spent 38 years of  litigation in 
different courts in the country 
from 1959 before she got the 
Court of  Appeal in April 
1997 to affirm her right to 
inherit the property left by her 
deceased husband, which a 
male in-law had sought to dis-
inherit her of.

In September 2015, the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission 
arraigned Saraki before the 
Code of  Conduct Tribunal on 
charges connected with asset 
declaration compliance. His 
objection to the proceedings 
failed and he appealed to 
the Court of  Appeal, which 
equally dis  missed his appeal 
on the penultimate day of  
October 2015. Five days later, 
Saraki took his case to the 
Supreme Court, whose final 
judgment in the case came 
down at the beginning of  
February 2016.

Gladys Ukeje, who 
spent 31 years in the same 
courts to get what rightfully 
belonged to her, would have 
been impressed by alacrity 
with which Nigerian courts 

discovered the facility of  
speedy dispensation of  the law 
in Saraki’s case. It had taken a 
mere five months to get from 
the first instance decision 
through the Court of  Appeal 
up to the Supreme Court.

This speed may have 
been perplexing but then 
this was a criminal case, and 
the courts were supposedly 
doing a commendable job 
of  complying with the 
constitutional standard of  
disposing of  such cases 
“within a reasonable time.” 
Racing through the entire 
court system in five months 
was the judicial equivalent of  
justice on Speed (no pun).

Nigerian courts are nothing 
if  not consistent in this kind 
of  magic. Between August 
and December 2021, the 
case concerning the removal 
of  the former Chairman 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, Uche Secondus, raced 
through the High Court of  
Rivers State and the Court 
of  Appeal to a final decision 
before the Supreme Court in 
a mere four months.

While many senior 
public officers in Nigeria 
worried about the COVID-19 
pandemic for much of  2020, 
Dave Umahi, governor of  
Ebonyi State in south-east 
Nigeria, was inexplicably 
preoccupied with his political 
future. At the onset of  another 
wave of  the pandemic, in 
November 2020, he dumped 
the PDP on whose platform 
he was resoundingly elected 
to a second term in 2019 
and joined the ruling All 
Progressives Congress. One 
year later, the PDP decided 
to drag him to court, claiming 
that by defecting to a party 
different from the one on 
whose platform he was 
elected, Umahi had forfeited 
his office. Umahi filed his 
response objecting to the case 
in November 2021. On March 
8, 2022, the Court delivered 
its judgment. It took all of  
four months to decide the 
case from filing to judgment.

Those who find this 
impressive have not yet 
experienced any courts 
within the precincts of  Abia 
State. On February 25, Buhari 
assented to the new Electoral 
Act, 2022, but took objection 
to Section 84(12) in the new 

Act, asking the National 
Assembly to re-consider it. 
Two weeks later, on March 
9, the National Assembly 
declined Buhari’s request. 
On March 18, Justice Evelyn 
Anyadike of  the Federal High 
Court in Umuahia, capital 
of  Abia State, announced a 
judgment granting Buhari’s 
request and ordering the 
Attorney-General of  the 
Federation “to forthwith 
delete the said Subsection 12 
of  Section 84 from the body 
of  the Electoral Act, 2022.”

Even before the court 
order could have been 
served on him, Attorney-
General of  the Federation, 
Abubakar Malami, a Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria and 
supposed defendant in the 
suit, exultantly announced 
that “[t]he judgment of  the 
court will be recognised by 
the government printers in 
printing the Electoral Act. The 
Act will be gazetted factoring 
the effect of  the judgment into 
consideration and deleting 
the constitutionally offensive 
provision accordingly.”

In the three weeks since the 
Act was signed into law, the 
claim had been filed, served, 
responded to, briefs had been 
exchanged and argued and 
judgment considered, written, 
and delivered and executed. It 
does her injustice to describe 
this Justice Evelyn Anyadike 
as a marvel of  judicial miracle 

courts not merely to take but 
to prioritise.

These courts can only 
do that at the expense of  
ordinary citizens whose 
cases gather dust in the 
dockets of  inattention. This 
Nigerian variant on political 
questions inverts the meaning 
of  the doctrine, corrupting 
it to the point of  making 
it a philosophy of  judicial 
transaction. Not to put too 
fine a spin on it, the Nigerian 
doctrine of  political questions 
guarantees unto political 
harlotry benediction from its 
judicial co-travellers. It has 
turned Nigeria’s courts into 
political sex workers.

The consequences are 
stark. Disputes involving 
ordinary citizens who pack 
no political or financial 
punch vegetate interminably 
in the courts. Politicians 
are unwilling to invest in 
reforming the judicial or 
legal process. They know 
they can always shunt the 
queue of  its dysfunctions 
and, if  everything fails, they 
can finagle their political way 
through judicial harlotry. In 
return, candidates importune 
the politicians for judicial 
appointment in the knowledge 
that they do so for explicit or 
implicit quid pro quo.

Nigeria’s courts are, 
therefore, brimming with 
party political cases that 
have no place in court 
except because of  the licence 
granted by the country’s 
unique inversion of  the 
political questions doctrine . 
The ruling APC alone has 
over 208 court cases pending 
in connection with its lack of  
internal democracy. At this 
rate, the courts can ill afford 
to do much else.

The courts are now the 
place where the politicians go 
to launder their dirty business, 
with full guarantee of  judicial 
absolution. It hardly occurs 
to those who run them that if  
they required the politicians 
to join the queue of  judicial 
delay which they visit 
habitually on citizens, they 
could more easily reduce the 
overload of  cases, govern 
their dockets, compel the 
politicians to take the legal 
system seriously and restore 
the credibility of  Nigeria’s 
judges and courts.

Opinion 

By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu and wonder.
Gladys Ukeje and Cordelia 

Mgbafor Mojekwu were two 
women of  less than relatively 
modest means. Anonymous 
as they were, Nigerian courts – 
the “lost hope of  the common 
man” – showed no haste or 
seriousness in attending to 
them. Having granted them 
access, the courts strung 
them along interminably to 
the point of  enabling their 
impoverishment.

By contrast, Saraki, 
Secondus and Umahi are 
among the movers and shakers 
of  Nigeria. Their cases 
concerned the settlement 
of  partisan disputes among 
powerful men. In their favour, 
Nigeria’s Chief  Justice 
confessed at the end of  2021 
that he had created a special 
category of  “political cases” 
and, presumably, a high speed 
judicial track for them.

Lawyers who do public 
or constitutional law as well 
as political scientists will be 
familiar with the doctrine 
of  “political questions” in 
judicial adjudication. It is 
a doctrine of  avoidance by 
which courts are reluctant 
to embrace cases that 
offer “the potentiality 
of  embarrassment from 
multifarious pronouncements 
by various departments on one 
question.” These are precisely 
the cases that the Nigerian 
courts now encourage the 

By contrast, Saraki, Secondus 
and Umahi are among the 

movers and shakers of Nigeria. 
Their cases concerned the 

settlement of partisan disputes 
among powerful men. In their 
favour, Nigeria’s Chief Justice 
confessed at the end of 2021 
that he had created a special 
category of “political cases” 

and, presumably, a high speed 
judicial track for them.

“

“
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he Registrar, Joint TAdmiss ions  and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

Board (JAMB), Prof  Is-haq 
Oloyede, has appealed to 
CBT centre owners to 
remain calm.

Oloyede said the Board 

hrisland University, 

COgun Sta te,  has 
r e c e i v e d 

accreditat ion from the 
N a t i o n a l  U n ive r s i t i e s 
Commission to commence 
Law. 

A statement by the 
Vice-Chancel lor,  Prof . 
Chinedum Babalola, said 
the approval was based on 
adequate resources provided 
by the University, adding 
that the approval came after 
the authorities of  the NUC 
u n d e r t o o k  a  d i l i g e n t 
assessment of  its facilities 
and lecturers for the College 

of  Law. 
S h e  a d d e d ,  “ T h e 

University which started 
with just  two Colleges 
during its inception in 
2 0 1 5 / 2 0 1 6  a c a d e m i c 
session with College of  Arts, 
Management and Social 
Sciences, and the College of  
N a t u r a l  a n d  A p p l i e d 
Sciences) has grown into 
three colleges, that of  Basic 
Medical Sciences, as well as 
the College of  Law as the 4th 
and latest addition.” 

Meanwhi l e,  Nobe l 
l a u r e a t e  a n d  f o r m e r 
President of  Timor-Leste, 

José Ramos-Hor ta  has 
a d v i s e d  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
government to build on the 
success recorded in the 
creative and technology 
sectors to grow the economy.

Chrisland University 
said Ramos-Horta gave the 
charge during the virtual 
public presentation of  a 
book, titled, 'Nigerians 
Views on National Peace, 
Progress and Development' 
and written by Nations 
o f f i c i a l  a n d  H e a d  o f  
Chr is land Univers i ty ' s 
Departments of  Political 
Science and International 

Relations, Prof. Babafemi 
Badejo. 

While discussing the 
book, he said, “The book 
rightly pointed out how 
Nigeria can maximise her 
s igni f icant  progress  in 
selected economic sectors 
l ike  c rea t ive  and  tech 
industries to build on some 
major wins.”

The lead discussants 
were Prof. Olawale Albert, 
Prof. Steven Commins, Prof. 
Adele Jinadu, Dr Olubukola 
Adesina, Dr Chukwuemeka 
Eze, and Dr Temitope Bello.

edeemer's College Rof  Technology and 
M a n a g e m e n t , 

Ogun State, has said it will 
produce 92 graduates in its 
forthcoming convocation. 

A statement by the 
school said the mission of  
t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  
RECTEM,  Pastor Enoch 
Adeboye, was to present to 
labour market high quality, 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d 
i n n ova t i ve  g r a d u a t e s 
w o r t h y  i n  s k i l l s  a n d 
character. 

Rector of  RECTEM, Dr 
Stella Mofunaya noted that 
the second convocation 
would hold on Friday, April 
8, 2022, at the RCCG Youth 
Cent re,  Lagos - Ibadan 
Express Way, Redemption 
Camp, Ogun State. 

She added that though 
the faith-based private 
polytechnic was young, it 
had made tremendous 
academic progress as well as 
numerical growth since its 

inception in 2017.
“RECTEM, a trai l -

blazer in raising champions 
with the mission to produce 
high quality, knowledgeable 
and innovative graduates 
w o r t h y  i n  s k i l l s  a n d 
character, who will become 
first-class professionals in 
the  f i e ld s  o f  s c i ence, 
t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d 
management. 

“We will not rest on our 
oars in giving the best to our 
students. 

“We are glad to inform 
you that our graduates are 
not only academically fit, 
b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l s o 
entrepreneurially solid, 
ready to create employment 
as  they  a l l  have  been 
empowered with one skill or 
the other in line with TVET 
goals.” 

Rector mentioned that 
the school had high hope in 
the graduates, saying they 
w o u l d  i m p a c t  t h e i r 
generation positively. 

is not oblivious of  their 
plight regarding the high 
cost of  diesel in the country.

H i s  m e s s a g e  w a s 
conveyed in a statement by 
Fabian Benjamin, Head of  
P ub l i c  Re l a t i o ns  a nd 
Protocol.

The Registrar spoke 
while on the last lap of  the 
monitoring tour of  the 2022 
UTME/DE registration 
exercise scheduled to end 
on March 26.

H e  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 
JAMB was in consultation 

with relevant government 
a g e n c i e s  t o  p r o v i d e 
remedies as part of  its 
strategies for a holistic 
solution.

Oloyede reiterated the 
Board's desire to offer 
critical support to its service 
partners at every point of  its 
operational processes.

The Registrar admitted 
the heavy rel iance on 

he Chief  Executive TOfficer, CEO, and 
Reg i s t ra r  o f  the 

National Examinations 
Council, NECO, Ibrahim 
Dantani, has revealed that 
the council requires over N2 
b i l l i o n  t o  s e t t l e  t h e 
allowances of  its over 4,000 
staff  on examination duties.

Wushishi made the 
disclosure while fielding 

questions from newsmen at 
the end of  the opening of  a 
wo r k s h o p  o n  Q u a l i t y 
Assurance in Educational 
Assessment with the theme, 
“ I n v i g o r a t i n g  a n d 
Repositioning the National 
Examinations Council, 
N E C O,  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Instrumentality of  Quality 
Assurance for Effective 
Service Delivery in Minna 
Niger State.

He said soon, over 
4,000 of  its staff  would be 
engaged on exams duties 
across the nation.

He hinged the increase 
in the examination bills to 
the federal government's 
recent upward review of  
Duty Traveling Allowances, 
DTA, of  lts staff  from N16, 
000 to N33,500.

Wushishi stated that 
NECO on its own does not 
h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  t o 
implement such approval, 
while appealing to the 
Federal Government to 
come to its aid.

Speaking on moves by 
the Federal Government to 

stop the collection of  25 per 
c e n t  f r o m  N E C O 
examina t ion  f ees,  the 
Registrar described it as a 
welcome development.

He also explained that 
the workshop would equip 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  t h e 
required skills to compete 
f avo u r a b ly  w i t h  t h e i r 
counterparts globally which 
as well will impact positively 
on the participants.

According to him, “We 
need to install an e-library, 
sustainable training for 
capacity building, making 
available 24 hours free 
internet, use of  softwares 
and computer laboratories 
as well as updating the 
knowledge of  the teachers 
on their subject areas.”

Wu s h i s h i  f u r t h e r 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s 
expectations at the end of  
the workshop include better 
handling of  NECO exams, 
i m p r o v e S  k n o w l e d g e 
capacity as well as improved 
efficiency and effectiveness 
of  the staff.

diesel-powered generators 
t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e 
examinat ion  in  many 
centres.

“JAMB would always 
go the extra mile to render 
suppor t  to  i ts  cr i t ical 
par tners  such that  no 
service provider would 
h av e  a n y  e x c u s e  f o r 
failure”, he said.

O l o y e d e  f u r t h e r 

IN RESPECT OF THE 
SALES OF MY UHU-AMA 

LAND SITUATE AND LYING 
AT UMUNWANZE 

VILLAGE, ISUOBISHI 
AUTONOMOUS 

COMMUNITY ISU LGA IMO 
STATE

I, Chief  Chidi Linus Ughala, 
male, adult, Christian, retired 
principal of  school/Teacher by 
profession, born  native of  
Umuduruji Umunwanze Village, 
I s u o b i s h i  A u t o n o m o u s 
C o m m u n i t y  I s u  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Imo state 
Nigeria, do hereby make this 
public notice to the following 
facts:

1 .   T h a t  I  a m  t h e 
u n e n c u m b e r e d  o w n e r  i n 
possession of  Uhu-Ama land 
situate and lying at Umunwanze 
Village, Isuobishi Autonomous 
Community Isu LGA Imo State.

2.  That I have sold transferred 
and donated Irrevocable Power of  
a t t o r n e y  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e 
consideration, transferring all my 
i n t e r e s t ,  l e g a l ,  e q u i t a b l e, 

possession, occupation and 
ownership rights/interest to PPO 
Human Rights- Humanitarian 
a n d  G o o d  L e a d e r s h i p 
Founda t ion  ( Incor pora ted 
Trustee).

3.  That PPO Human Rights- 
H u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  G o o d 
L e a d e r s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n 
(Incorporated Trustee)  has 
a c c e p t e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
ownership, occupation and 
p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  a l l  m y 
right/interest over and upon the 
Uhu-Ama Land situated and 
lying at Umunwanze Village, 
I s u o b i s h i  A u t o n o m o u s 
Community Isu LGA Imo State 
in perpetuity.

4.  That PPO Human Rights- 
H u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  G o o d 
L e a d e r s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n 
(Incorporated Trustee) is now the 
owner in possession /occupation 
of  the said land and shall obtain 
the Certificate of  Occupancy and 
all other documents in her own 
name(s) in respect of  the said 
Uhu-Ama land Situate and Lying 
at Umunwanze Village, Isuobishi 
Autonomous Community Isu 

LGA Imo State.
5.  That this transaction/sale 

of  the said Uhu-Ama land Situate 
and  Lying  a t  Umunwanze 
Village, Isuobishi Autonomous 
Community Isu LGA Imo State is 
forever biding on me as to 
indemnity,  rati f ication and 
confirmation of  the acts of  the 
b u y e r ( s ) ,  m y  c h i l d r e n , 
wife/wives, heirs, successors-in-
title and all person(s) inhering 
through me or for my linage or 
forebearers.

6 .   Tha t  any  pe r son( s ) 
trespassing, interrupting or 
making any act(s) or commission 
inconsistent with the ownership 
and possession/occupation 
interest/rights of  PPO Human 
Right- Humanitarian and Good 
L e a d e r s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n 
(Incorporated Trustee) is doing so 
at his or her peril and will be 
persecuted accordingly.

a s s u r e d  o f  n e c e s s a r y 
palliatives to CBT centres 
w i t h i n  a p p r o v e d 
government limits.

The official reiterated 
that the 26th March, 2022 
closing date for the sale of  
t h e  2 0 2 2 / 2 3  U T M E 
application documents to 
prospective candidates 
would not be extended.

JAMB appeals to CBT centres over cost of diesel

We need N2bn to conduct next
exams – NECO tells FG

Chrisland Varsity gets NUC accreditation
for Law

RECTEM graduates 92
PUBLIC NOTICE

Chief Chidi Linus Ughala
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Who is Ozuzu Raphael Ozuzu? 

I am the Christ, comforter, 
the spirit of  truth in a new 
person. I am the Spiritual 
Head of  Covenant of  Peace 
Ministries International.

You are known for always 
sending out message from God, 
what is this message?

The message is simple; the 
promised kingdom of  God has 
come. Christ has returned as a 
new person and the long-awaited 
judgment of  God has begun. 
What you see happening globally 
is not the devil persecuting the 
church. It is the Judgment of  
God on going because God 
has set up his kingdom which 
he promised. That kingdom is 
the spiritual ark of  this time . 
The children of  God who run 
into that ark will begin a new 
righteous life because God has 
given his children new righteous 
law which will make them pure 
to begin everlasting life here on 
earth. 

What has the response of  people 
to your message? 

Well, this ministry has 
been around since the year 
2000. The message is new and 
strange to the people inasmuch 
as it has been coming for 22 
years now. God is doing a 
new thing. Only a few have 
understood what we’re saying 
while the majority are still 
in doubt. They stay away far 
from us because of  ignorance.  

Let us return to you, what do 
you mean when you said you are 
Christ, comforter and spirit of  
truth in a new person?  

What I want the world 
to understand is that Christ, 
Comforter, the spirit of  truth 
has returned, re-manifested 
on earth. The Christ they read 
in the Bible will not/never 
come again in the person of  
Jesus anymore. The Christ, 
comforter, spirit of  truth has 

returned to the world in a new 
person which is me; Ozuzu 
Raphael Ozuzu. Listen to me, 
in the days of  old before the 
first coming of  Christ, God 
promised Israel the return of  
Prophet Elijah (Malachi 4:5). 

All the wise men, rulers, 
religious leaders, prophets 
of  Israel expected that Elijah 
would physically crash land 
from the sky in the same person 
as Elijah, but God returned 
Elijah to Israel in a new person, 
John the Baptist. They failed to 
recognise Elijah in him because 
they were spiritually blind 
and empty. Jesus confirmed 
that John the Baptist was the 
promised Elijah (Matthew. 
11:11-15, Matthew 17:9-13). 

Are you saying Christians are 
mistaken to still be waiting for 
the second coming of  Christ?

Yes, I am saying it 
unequivocally. Today,  the 
Christians of  this world are 
making a very costly mistake 
by expecting/hoping that the 
Christ, messiah God promised 
to return to the world would 
crash land from the sky in the 
same person of  Jesus, the man 
born of  Mary thousands of  
years ago. This is spiritually 
impossible because the flesh is 
ordinary (coat) covering that 
the spirit-man must wear/use to 
be physical to do physical work 
on earth. Jesus was the (coat) 
covering the Christ wore/
used over 2000years ago. I the 
Christ, comforter, the spirit 
of  truth have returned to the 
world in a new person Ozuzu 
Raphael Ozuzu (Revelation 
9:1, John 16:12-15, John 15:26, 
Isaiah 42:1-4), just as prophet 
Elijah was returned to Israel in 
a new person John the Baptist. 
I call on all the elect/chosen of  
my God to return to me.

What do you mean when you 
said that the kingdom of  God 
has come on earth? 

Alright, I will explain. The 

world, promised and long-
awaited kingdom/house of  
God have come, Ozuzu is the 
long-awaited kingdom/house 
of  God on earth (Daniel 2:44-
45). In Ozuzu everlasting 
life on earth is now possible. 
Ozuzu has started as a grain of  
mustard seed. Ozuzu will bring 
down and destroy all these 
sinful earthly religions, nations 
and kingdoms. Ozuzu God’s 
kingdom on earth will stand 
forever (Daniel. 2:44-45). Come 
into Ozuzu to escape from the 
imminent wrath of  God, great 
tribulation and horrible plagues 
which will hit and devastate 
the earth  (Revelation 6:12-17, 
Revelation 8:3-13). 

What about the rapture that 
Bible talked about, when will it 
happen since Christ is already 
here as you said? 

The rapture will not/
never cause any Christian, 
nor a single human being to 
physically fly away from the 
earth. The raptured would be 
the people of  my God who 
have been born of  the spirit and 
have been spiritually lifted to 
be able to abandon and move 
away from Christendom/
Christianity, all religions, 
the sinful earth, and have 
accepted, moved into Ozuzu 
God’s righteous kingdom/
house which has come on earth 
(Daniel. 2:44-45). 

Are you saying that the much 
talked about ying to heaven 
to meet God were all wrong 
teachings? 

Listen to me today; it is not 
true that the raptured would 
physically fly away from the 
earth to heaven. The real truth 
is that the raptured will be 
(righteous) white in Ozuzu 
God’s kingdom on earth 
(Revelation 3:5-6, Revelation 
7:9-17). They would be 
spiritually lifted to be above 
sin and death on earth. 
All the people that would 
reject, deny, despise Ozuzu 
God’s kingdom on earth 
and continue henceforth to 
expect/hope to fly away from 
the earth will soon face the 
great tribulation and horrible 
plagues which will very soon 
hit the earth (Revelation 6:12-
17, Revelation 8:3-13). 

So are you saying nobody will be 
transferred to that much talked 
about the kingdom of  God in 
the Bible?

Let me reiterate, the 
kingdom of  God you 
Christians are hoping to 
fly away from the earth to 
has come down on earth as 
promised. The New Jerusalem 
above has spiritually 
descended and rested on Aba 
and its environs in Nigeria 
(Revelation 3:12, Daniel 
2:31-35, 44-45). In Ozuzu 

everlasting life on earth is now 
a reality. Everyone in Ozuzu 
will know the most powerful 
and everlasting name of  our 
God, he/she will also know 
the hidden power, taproot, 
secret and the veritable cause 
of  sin, evil and physical death. 

The rapture is the time for 
me to make the elect/chosen 
of  my God (righteous) white 
(Revelation 3:5-6), before the 
start of  the horrible plagues. 
Truly I say to you only the 
people of  my God in white 
(Revelation 7:9-17) with me 
will be saved. I call on all 
children of  God, my father to 
awake, come to me for their 
cleansing and white robes/
garments.              

If  the above is the case, how do 
you now reconcile the issue of  
the resurrection of  the death 
and the second coming of  Christ 
as in the Bible?

There is the first and 
second resurrection. The 
first resurrection which is 
ongoing now, that I the Christ 
have returned to the world 
is for the physically living, 
but (spiritually) dead in sin 
(Revelation 20:4-6). Before 
God or in the sight of  God the 
world under sin is spiritually 
dead, humanity under sin is 

Christ dwells in Aba without people’s 
knowledge - Spiritual Teacher

O
zuzu Raphael Ozuzu is known as a spiritual 
teacher, some call him a spirit man. He is the 
spiritual leader of  Covenant of  Peace Ministries 

International in Aba, Abia State. In this interview with 
Nonye Udumiri, he explained some issues about the 
kingdom of  God in Christianity, the second coming 
of  Jesus Christ, the resurrection and even the issue of  
Biafra agitation and why it may never come. 

Interview

two thousand years of  
the Piesesian age (the 
era of  Jesus Christ) 
given by my God for 
the Christ to reign in 
the person of  Jesus 
has ended and passed 
away (Matthew 28:20, 
John16:7-11). Now 
is the time/era of  the 
promised comforter, 
spirit of  truth, for 
we are now in the 
Aquarian Age, the age 
of  oneness, equality, 
true righteousness and 
peace. 

The new age, new Ozuzu

…Decsribes Aba as New Jerusalem 

Continues on Pg. 17
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Ohuhu traditional rulers blast 7 monarchs 
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S
ome aggrieved 
families in Obosi 
community, Idemili 

North Local Government 
Area of  Anambra state 
have warned those they 
identified as ‘Unknown 
land grabbers’ and illegal 
land speculators to steer 
clear of  their family lands. 

The ‘Obosi family land 
owners’ warned the land 
grabbers to be prepared to 
face legal actions and other 
consequences arising 
from their encroachments 
into Obosi family lands 
without their consent.

The protesters from 
about 16 families staged 
a peaceful demonstration 
within the large expanse 
of  lands belonging to 
various families in Obosi 
and located at Okpoko, 
M k p i k p a , U g b o u l o 
Ugbongene layouts of  
Obosi, close to a portion 
of  the on-going Second 
Niger Bridge project.

The demonstrators 
who chanted some 
solidarity songs holding 
placards with various 
inscriptions, took off  
from the Palace of  the 
traditional ruler of  Obosi 
Ancient Kingdom, Igwe 
Chidubem Iweka III and 
headed to the area. 

Earlier, they were 
cautioned by the Palace 
Secretary to the Obosi 
monarch, Ugonabo 
Shedrack Okenwa, against 
violence or any other 
conduct likely to cause 
a breach of  peace on the 
process of  their peaceful 
demonstration.

Some of  the 
inscriptions in their 
placards read in part: 
“Land grabbers stay away 
from our land. These lands 
belong to different families 
in Obosi,including we 
Umuocholikwom family. 

 “Umuorakposim 
family asks land grabbers 
to stay away! Umuopi, 
Ekwulugo family asks 
you land grabbers to 
stay away from Obosi 
land! Ikeabunife family 
states: We will not allow 
any person or group 
to encroach into our 
land”,among others.

The trio of  Chairman 
of  Obosi families land 
owners, Nze Chinedu 
Okafor, Tochukwu Amobi 
from Umuocholikwom 
family and Secretary of  all 
Obosi family land owners 
and Tochukwu Obienu, 
Chairman of  Ime Obosi 
youths, in their separate 

speeches expressed their 
grievances.

They recalled that 
they were flabbergasted 
when they caught the 
land grabbers clearing the 
lands with swamp buggy 

Obosi family land owners protest against land grabbers

excavators because they 
did not expect such.

Okafor, Amobi and 
Obienu disclosed that 
on interrogation, the 
unidentified land grabbers 
claimed that the lands 

T
raditional rulers from 
Ohuhu clan in Umuahia 
North LGA of  Abia 

have distanced themselves 
from the recent visit made by 
seven traditional rulers from 
the clan to Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu, explaining that their 
trip did not receive the blessing 
of  the clan.

Seven royal fathers, 
led by HRH, Eze Nnamdi 
Ofoegbu, the traditional ruler 
of  Umudiawa kingdom of  
Ohuhu recently paid a visit to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu at the 
Government House, Umuahia.

During the visit, the 
traditional ruler praised the 
Governor for his leadership 
efforts and also used the 
occasion to pray God to bless 
his remaining months in office.

Eze Ofoegbu and the 
other royal fathers used the 
occasion to reportedly inform 
the Governor of  their support 
for the emergence of  next 
Governor of  Abia State from 
the Ngwa part of  Abia central 
Senatorial zone.

The Ofoegbu-led group 
said since power stayed for 16 

years in old Bende division, it 
should remain stay in Ngwa 
area of  Abia central, to enable 
the people of  old Aba division 
to equal  16 years rule of  old 
Bende which ran from 1999 
to 2015, noting that it was for 
peace, unity and equity in Abia.

But reacting to the visit, 
twenty traditional rulers from 
Ohuhu land in a communique, 
have disowned the visitors 
for embarking on the mission 
without the knowledge or 
endorsement of  the traditional 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

rulers and the clan.
In a communique signed 

by the notable Ezes, they 
explained that their attention 
was drawn to a visit of  7 
traditional rulers out of  the 
27 traditional rulers in Ohuhu 
extraction to the Abia State 
government house in umuahia.

The communique signed by 
HRM, Eze Nzenwata Mbakwe 
and other royal fathers from 
Ohuhu made it clear that the 
seven traditional rulers were on 
personal and selfish venture to 

Abia Government house.
They said the communique 

was a product of  a meeting they 
held concerning Eze Ofoegbu 
and six others’ visit.

That they as the body of  
Ohuhu council of  traditional 
rulers have not at any time 
discussed or agreed on the 
zoning of  the governorship 
position to any section of  the 
state, they added that such a 
sensitive political matter is not 
their responsibility.

The royal fathers wondered 

why the name of  Ohuhu 
traditional rulers would be 
dropped for alleged selfless 
interest of  a few members, 
and urged the indigenes of  
Ohuhu and the general public 
to disregard the visit and the 
purported endorsement as no 
decision had been taken by 
them on Abia 2023 candidacy 
or zoning.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu while 
responding to the message 
of  his visitors, reiterated that 
he would not be dragged into 
taking any political decision 
that may destroy the existing 
peace and stability.

The Governor who 
thanked the traditional rulers 
for the prayers for him, said 
every part of  Abia is blessed 
with quality persons who 
could govern the State, and 
maintained that the issue of  
his successor should not be 
made a cleaning affair but the 
person with the character to 
sustain the stability, peace and 
development of  God’s own 
State.

Ikpeazu further made it 
clear that the ruling party in 
Abia, PDP would decide who 
flies the party’s flag at the 
fullness of  time.

were allocated to them 
by government but those 
people they met at these 
lands could neither 
present any documents to 
their claims nor identify 
themselves.

They restated their 
earlier warning not to see 
the grabbers around that 
vicinity any longer to avoid 
unpleasant consequences.

According to Nze 
Okafor, “the 1978 land 

Use Act does not permit 
the government to acquire 
lands and allocate same to 
unknown persons without 
the consent of  the original 
land owners. 

“We say enough is 
enough. We just woke 
up one morning and 
discovered the presence of  
Swamp buggy excavators 
destroying our raffia 
palms and other economic 
trees on our lands.

“When we approached 
the workers who could not 
even mention their names 
or company name, they 
said Government gave it 
to them for investment”, 
said Okafor.

“Please we plead with 
Anambra Government 
to call those faceless land 
grabbers to order to avoid 
catastrophe. We are not 
willing to concede our 
land without due process 
or our consent”, said 
Amobi.

Moreover, the youth 
leader Obienu warned,” 
we will resist the illegal 
land speculators with the 
last drop of  our blood. 
Obosi family lands is not 
for grabs.”

Obosi family Land owners protesting against the illegal land speculators

Eze Ofoegbu while  informing Gov Ikpeazu of their reasons for the visit
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News Feature

Address Nigeria’s
problems first
before 2023
election – Peter
Obi tells FG 

o r m e r  g o ve r n o r  o f  FAnambra State, Mr. Peter 
Obi, has called on the 

federal government, if  possible, 
to suspend all political activities 
for now and focused on how to 
address the l ingering fuel 
scarcity and other societal 
c h a l l e n g e s  c o n f r o n t i n g 
Nigerians at the moment.

He expressed fear that the 
electorate may not have the 
appetite to participate fully in the 
2023 electoral process, if  the 
challenges are not addressed to 
minimize  the i r  su f fe r ing, 
particularly, the PMS and the 
continue ASUU strike saga.

O b i ,  t h e  f o r m e r  Vi c e 
Presidential candidate of  the 
People  Democra t i c  Par ty 
(PDP), in the 2019 general 
e lect ion,  made the cal led 
yesterday, shortly after a warm 
reception in honour of  the 
Pres ident ,  Afr ikbank,  Dr. 
Benedick Okey Oramah, at the 
ongoing 15/16 Convocation 

ceremony of  the  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University Awka, 
w h e r e  M r.  O r o m a h  w a s 
honoured wi th  Doctorate 
degree.

According to him, Nigeria is 
in a far worse economic mess 
today because it  fai led to 
implement the right policies and 
not allow those who have the 
skills and God fearing heart to 
govern.

He listed other challenges 
t h a t  m a y  h i n d e r e d  f u l l 
participation of  voters during 
the forthcoming elections to 
include; high in transportation 
fare due to scarcity of  fuel, 
kidnapping, unknown gunmen, 
ritual killings, ASUU strike, lack 
of  jobs for teaming youth and 
cultism.

He said in my observation as 
a true Democrat, I can tell you 
that several businesses are 
shutting down, especially as the 
fuel crisis worsens. Millions of  
Nigerians cannot longer afford 
three square meal and  there is 
high rate of  prostitution among 

young ladies.
Farmers are 

not free from the 
situation, with 
repeated threats 
from bandits, 
who have taken 
over most of  the 
farm settlement, 
especially in the northern part of  
Nigeria.

I t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d 
everywhere in the World that the 
more educated society, a country 
is, better for development. The 
only way we can measure 
development is through Human 
Development Index (HDI), 
which is hiding in education and 
if  you check countries that have 
same trajectory like Nigeria. For 
instance, in the year 2000, 
Bangladesh, Ghana, to mention 
but few, have same low Human 
Development Index (HDI) with 
Nigeria have move from low-
medium while Nigeria remain in 
same low position.

In the year 2010, Nigeria per 
capital was 2,250 dollars while 

Bangladesh is 780 per capital, 
because the country invests in 
education, pulling people out 
of  poverty. Today, the per 
capital is 2,650, ours is 2000, 
showing Nigeria economic is 
collapsed.

More Nigerians are getting 
poorer, Universities are closed, 
those that are working cannot 
longer live off  their salaries and 
their income and we politicians 
are here busing talking about 
2023 general election. Is it 
what we are supposed to be 
occupied with. We should be 
preoccupied with how the poor 
will put better food on their 
table. Bread today and other 
foodstuffs are on the high side. 
Politics is all about caring for 
the people that elected you into 

power and the society at large. 
Obi, therefore, urged Nigerians 
to always vote for people with 
competent capacity with the 
fear of  God.

M r.  B e n e d i c t  O k e y 
Oramah, the President of  the 
African Export – Import Bank 
(Afreximbank), on his brief  
r e m a r k ,  s a i d  h i s  m a j o r 
commitment at the moment is 
to assist the government of  
Nige r ia  to  s tab i l i ze  the 
e c o n o my  a n d  p l a c e  t h e 
country on the path of  growth. 
Oramah, who was honoured 
with a Doctorate Degree on 
Development Economics, 
commended the management 
of  Unizik for the honor.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

BuhariBuhariBuhari YakubuYakubuYakubu

ObiObiObi



From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

News Analysis
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2023: PDP will lose Abia if 
zoning fails - Wabara warns

G
o v e r n o  r
Okezie Ik-
peazu has dis-

solved the Governing 
Council of  Abia State 
University, Uturu, 
chaired by Sir Adol-
phus Wabara, former 
President of  Nigerian 
Senate.

The Governor 
has also directed 
the reconstitution 
of  a new Governing 
Council, which is to 
be chaired by Chief 
Mba Okoronkwo 
Ukariwo.

Ikpeazu in  a 
statement signed 
by the Secretary 
to the Abia State 
Government, Barr 
Chris Ezem named 
members of  the 
new Governing 
Council as follows: 
Chief  Obinna 
Njoku, Senator 
Emma Nwaka, 
Chief  Ndukwe U. 
Ndukwe, Dr Jonas 
Ibeaja, Barr C. 
Nwokeukwu (SAN) 
and the Permanent 
Secretary of  Abia 
State Ministry of 
education, all as 
members.

The statement 
further stated that 
the appointment 
was with immediate 
effect.

But, 12 hours 
earlier, the political 
space of  Abia State 
was electrified with 
another stunner, 
following a salvo 
fired by the ex-
President of  the 
Senate concerning 
Abia State 
governorship in 
2023.

Senator Wabara 
who spoke on the 
ongoing debate on 
where power should 
head to in 2023, 
made a case for his 
people of  Ukwa clan 

to test the number 
one seat in Abia, 
come 2023.

He advised that 
if  the people of 
Ukwa did not get 
the governorship 
seat, it should be 
zoned to Abia North 
Senatorial zone 
where it took off  in 
1999.

He warned that 

if  his advice was 
not adhered to, the 
ruling party, PDP 
may lose the State 
to another party, 
fearing that a protest 
vote may happen.

W a b a r a ’  s
statement read, 
“Zoning is an 
integral part of 
PDP. Abia PDP 
should learn from 

our national party 
and respect zoning. 
Our party shall not 
be doing the right 
thing at the centre 
and somebody 
will be acting with 
impunity”

He continued, 
“No single person 
has the authority 
to decide the 
next Governor 

of  the State. The 
caucus, elders 
and stakeholders 
will have to meet. 
Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu successor 
may be micro-zoned 
the Governor but 
that should happen 
after the right thing 
has been done in line 
with the constitution 
of  our great party 

which is macro-
zoning to Ukwa or 
Abia North.”

Not satisfied, 
Wabara said, “Abia 
will vote PDP 
85% but if  the 
governorship ticket 
is not ceded to Ukwa 
or Abia North in line 
with power rotation 
arrangement, there 
will be protest vote.”

“Abia is not ready 
for Ngwa back-to-
back thing. What 
they are doing now 
is exactly why PDP 
lost Plateau State to 
APC in 2015. Ukwa 
or Abia North should 
produce Ikpeazu’s 
successor.”

Close political 
interpreters are of 
the opinion that 
Governor is serious 
with his stance of 
not involving in the 
ongoing scramble 
among power blocs 
and Senatorial 
zones.

The Governor has 
always maintained 
his neutrality over 
the matter, advising 
all interest groups to 
safeguard the peace, 
stability and unity 
of  Abia believing 
that issues of  his 
would-be successor 
should not be made 
an ethnic or clannish 
affair.

While some 
Abians are of 
the opinion that 
Wabara’s statements 
may have led to his 
sack, others believe 
that the Governor 
who appointed the 
former number 
one Senator also 
reserved every right 
and power to fire 
him.

Yet, others think 
that the former 
Governing Council 
Chairman was 
overdue for removal 
from office.

Wabara

Ikpeazu
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Viewpoint

n Wednesday, June 14, 1990, Princess Diana 

Oand Prince Charles attended their children's 
school sports day. The two participated in 

their sons' school's parents' race. Diana ran 
barefooted across the turf  while Charles wore an 
apron. In the mothers' race, Diana came third. 
Charles was amongst the last to reach the finishing 
line in the fathers' race. Prince William, who was 
seven years old then, was part of  his teams' tug-of-war 
competitors. William's team won. But that was not 
the story that made the front-page news the next day.

 In the course of  the day, William defied Diana's 
orders and ran off  to play with his friends. For doing 
that, Diana spanked William with a slap.

 The next day, the Sun newspaper showed a 
picture of  the slap as it landed on William's face with 
the caption, “Wallop.” The Daily Mirror ran the same 
story with a screaming headline, “The slap that could 
change the world.” The newspaper went on to say 
society had brainwashed British parents into 
believing that any kind of  punishment was wrong. 
“But there is a great difference between a slap from a 
loving parent, like Princess Diana, and corporal 
punishment,” the newspaper said.

 Reading the headline in Nigeria, it got stuck in my 
head. I could not imagine how that slap had the 
potential to change the world. I thought about it then, 
and I still think about it now. Even if  the slap damaged 
the brain of  Prince William, could he end up 
becoming an erratic King of  England? Could he, as 
King of  England in, say, 2042, decide that it was time 
to retake Nigeria and make it once again a British 
territory? It sounded farfetched to me that such could 
happen. What if, in 2032, at the ripe age of  80, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin decides to wage 
nuclear war in Europe? What if  he destroys most of  
the Western world and Europeans who escaped arrive 
in Africa? What if  when the nuclear dust had settled, 
King William, living in a mansion on a hilltop in 

Plateau State, claimed the territories Britain once 
controlled after the 1884 Berlin conference?

 That was how far my mind had gone since the 
incident at Awka, Anambra State, Nigeria, on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022. It was at the swearing-in 
of  the brand-new Governor Charles Soludo. What 
the Soludo team billed as a low-profile event quickly 
turned into the talk of  the nation when Ebelechukwu 
Obiano, the wife of  the outgoing governor, Willie 
Obiano, walked across the stage to confront Bianca 
Ojukwu, the widow of  Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-
Ojukwu.

 The altercation resulted in Bianca Ojukwu 
delivering a slap on Ebelechukwu Obiano. The slap 
took place in Awka, but people heard it around the 
world. It has become a subject of  memes across social 
media. Some have called it karma for the terror 
Ebelechukwu Obiano delivered to the poor and 
mighty as the First Lady in Anambra State. Some 
have gone as far as interpreting it as a perfect ending 
for eight years of  Willie Obiano's tenure as governor 
of  Anambra State.

 Whichever way one looks at it is probably right. 
Those who think it epitomizes the state of  public 
discourse and insecurity in Eastern Nigeria are also 
right. It is, in some ways, a default to violence as a way 
of  settling misunderstanding. At a different realm, it 
can be metaphorically called a decision by a bold 
citizen to finally use two handfuls of  sand to cover the 
long stinking stool by the roadside. Those who 
followed closely eight years of  Willie Obiano's term 
as governor agree that the First Lady constituted 
herself  as a stool by the roadside.

 Some who overthink have suggested that the slap 
is what has been missing in Nigerian socio-political 
life. They call it the consequences missing in the 
actions taken by political, cultural, religious, and 
social figures in Nigeria. People in this school of  
thought believe that until we return to landing slaps 

on the faces of  those who act with an exaggerated 
sense of  importance, people who have made 
impunity their second name and people who have 
assumed that hot water could not harm a tortoise, 
we as a people are not going to have peace.

 There are a lot of  things to unpack from one 
slap. Even as the world watched the slap land, 
media handlers at Awka were busy trying again to 
kill the story, as they have done for eight years. But 
as they later found out, this was one story of  one 
slap on one stage that they could not control. A 
wider interpretation of  the slap completely 
overshadowed whatever the relationship between 
Bianca Ojukwu and Ebelechukwu Obiano had 
been.

 Many questions remain: Was it a slap or just 
girls at war? Does it matter the stage where the slap 
was delivered? Is a slap capable of  resetting the 
brain? Can a slap ground an out-of-control ego? 
Does it matter who delivers the slap and when? As 
Bianca's slap reverberates across platforms, veins, 
and space, we hope that people can pause to have a 
deeper conversation about how far a slap can go.

 Mimicking William Shakespeare, to slap or not 
to slap is not the question. How to slap and how not 
to slap is the essence of  the question.

 Thirty-two years after Princess Diana's slap, 
Prince William turned out alright. There is no fear 
that he will rock the boat whenever he becomes the 
King of  England. At this point, we cannot say the 
same of  Ebelechukwu Obiano ten years after 
Bianca's slap. We can only hope that it resets her 
exaggerated sense of  importance.

 Rudolf  Ogoo Okonkwo teaches Post-Colonial 
African History at the School of  Visual Arts in New 
York City. He is also the host of  Dr. Damages Show. 
His books include “This American Life Sef ”, and 
“Children of  a Retired God.”

Bianca vs Ebele:
 How far can a slap go?

By Rudolf Okonkwo

EbeleEbeleEbeleBiancaBiancaBianca
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Prelate, Presbyterian Church 
commissions PSF House

News

Nigeria lacks ability to implement
policies - Ohuabunwa 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
renowned tech-
nocrat and PDP 
presidential hope-

ful Mazi Sam Ohuabun-
wa has stated that Nigeria 
lacks the ability to imple-
ment policies, and deci-
sions which has impeded 
the country’s faster devel-
opment.

The presidential as-
pirant of  the party Mazi 
Ohuabunwa made this 
known when he visited 
the meeting of  Board of  
Trustees and National 
Electoral Commission of  
the Peoples Democratic 
Party which was held at 
Wadata Plaza, Abuja and 
made available through his 
facebook handle where he 
was captured exchanging 
pleasantries and interact-
ing with party leaders and 
officials present.

Among the key leaders 
of  the party who warmly 
received him were: Alhaji 
Walid Jibrin (BOT Chair), 
Senator Adol Wabara 

(BOT Sec), Senator Sam-
uel Anyanwu (National 
Sec), Alhaji Arapaja (Dep-
uty Chairman, South), 
Senator Philip Aduda 
(FCT), Sen Mao Ohuabun-
wa, HE Celestine Omehia, 
HE Chief  Jim Nwobodo, 
HE Achike Udenwa.

Presenting his mani-
festo to the legislators, 
Ohuabunwa said prac-
tical ideas conceived for 
effective rebuilding of  the 
Nigerian State, which in-
volves making the country 
globally competitive in sec-
toral development and po-
sitioned for rapid transfor-
mation through adequate 
consultations and proper 
planning is all Nigerians 
need.

“The old Nigeria is no 
longer working. We want a 
country that can work for 
the North, South, East and 
West. A country that can 
work for the poor, and for 
the rich. 

The one that works for 
the strong and the weak; 
the male and the female; 
for the able and for the dis-

abled. It is a Nigeria that 
we will collectively call our 
own”, he said.

Mazi Ohuabunwa 
frowned at the way Nige-
ria is going presently, con-
tending that the country is 
in dire need of  someone 
who has character and ad-
ministrative competency 
to make a difference be-
tween the old and the new 
ways of  running govern-

ment in the country.
“I have come to conclu-

sion that our country is not 
short of  knowledge. What 
is wrong with Nigeria is 
the ability to implement. 
This is because, there is 
lack of  visionary lead-
ership in certain aspects 
of  our national endeavor 
in constant manner for 
many years. We seem to 
be a country that moves 

By Chigozie Uzosike

T
he Prelate and Mod-
erator of  General 
Assembly of  the 

Presbyterian Church of  
Nigeria, His Eminence 
Nzie Nsi Eke, has dedicat-
ed and commissioned the 
newly built Presbyterian 
Students Fellowship (PSF) 
house, located at the PCN 
Aladinma, Owerri Parish. 
Imo State.

Speaking during the 
church service held for 
the dedication/commis-
sioning of  the PSF house, 
the Prelate and Moderator 
lauded the students of  PSF 
for bringing a new life, a 
new way of  worshipping 
God in the church, adding 
that the zeal was second to 
none.

He hinted that PSF 
which started in 1991 was 
inaugurated as a Direc-
torate in 2008. The PSF 
house started in September 
2017. He expressed happi-
ness that in a short while 
the building was complet-
ed under the leadership 

of  the National Direc-
tor, Very Rev David Ama 
Kalu.

The Prelate who spoke 
on the concept of  fire, not-
ed that the motivation is 
gotten from burning zeal 
akin to fire, while urging 
the students to keep their 
hearts on fire for God. If  
you do this ‘you will see 
results beyond your imag-
ination’, he submitted.

Explaining further on 
the concept of  fire, he 
said that some fires are 
not for consuming but for 
teaching and purification, 
referring them to read Jer 
23:29, Zechariah 13:9, 
Mathew 3. 

He stressed that three 
things can keep the fire 
burning which is, stirring 
up the gifts in one’s life, be-
ing regular in attendance 
to fellowship, and never 
saying I have enough.

He applauded the Na-
tional Director of  PSF for 
his doggedness and deter-
mination in achieving the 
feat of  completing the PSF 
House. He equally lauded 

The Prelate and Moderator of General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria, His Eminence Nzie Nsi Eke and wife 
�anked by the Principal Clerk, Most Rev. Dr. Miracle Ajah, the Synod Moderator, Rt. Rev. Chukwumah Okorie and Very. Rev. 
David Ama Kalu, other clergy and members of PSF during the dedication and commissioning of the newly built Presbyterian 
Students Fellowship (PSF) house, located at the PCN Aladinma, Owerri Parish, Imo State.

two steps forward, and go 
backward, four steps” he 
noted.

Interestingly, the front 
line presidential aspirant 
has really demonstrated 
optimism in correcting the 
ills of  maladministration. 
“Leadership that is en-
lightened; leadership that 
is competent; leadership 
that is visionary; leader-
ship that is of  good char-

acter; and leadership that 
is courageous,” he said.

Others present were HE 
Liyel Imoke, HE Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi, HE Ibrahim 
Dankwanbo, HE Sule La-
mido, Prof  ABC Nwosu, 
Chief  Onyema Ugochuk-
wu and Mrs Josephine 
Anenih, Chief  Bode 
George, Gov Olusegun 
Mimiko, Prof  Jerry Gana 
amongst many others.

Owerri Parish for donating 
their land for the project 
and prayed to God to bless 
them and all who support-
ed the project.

In his contribution, the 
National Director of  PSF, 
Very Rev David Ama Kalu 
noted that before now the 
Directors of  Presbyterian 
Students Fellowship (PSF) 
lived in the rented apart-
ment from 2008-2020, 
adding that the dream of  
having PSF Manse was 
nurtured by Rev. Sharon 
K. Uka, and was consoli-
dated by the strategic plan 
of  the current leadership. 

He posited that the idea 
of  having a Manse was to 
tackle the challenges of  
distance to the headquar-
ters, remove the burden of  
rents paid by the General 
Assembly and protect the 
image of  the Church.

 He appreciated the 
church that the PSF house 
that started in 2017 has 
been dedicated in 2022, by 
the amazing grace of  God.

Very Rev. Kalu thanked 
the principal officers of  

the church, especially the 
Prelate and Moderator, the 
Principal Clerk, Most Rev. 
Dr. Miracle Ajah, Synod, 
and Presbytery Moder-
ators, Owerri Parish, all 
directorates, desks, depart-
ments, ministers, Elders 
parishes, PSFITES, and 
partners of  the directorate 
who contributed to the re-
alization of  the PSF house.

In his remarks, the Na-
tional President of  PSF, 
Samuel Ezera Ukoha ex-
pressed joy that the vision 
of  having PSF manse has 
been realised, adding that 
the students will continue 
to be motivated by the sup-
port of  the church. 

He appreciated the Prel-
ate and Moderator of  the 
General Assembly of  the 
church, His Eminence 
Nzie Nsi Eke for finding 
out time to grace the event, 
stressing that they were 
rather euthused by his vis-
it, positing that the fire in 
them will not go down. 

He called on the students 
to continue to be good am-
bassadors of  the PCN in 
all they do.

Rector, Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede warns job racketeers, 
impersonators

T
he Rector, Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede, 
Engr. Dr Michael 

Arimanwa FNSE has cate-
gorically stated that the in-
stitution is not conducting 
any form of  recruitment, 
warning members of  the 
public not to be misled by 
racketeers whose stock-in-
trade is to deceive and ex-
tort innocent people.

The Rector sounded this 
note of  warning in a re-
lease, which he personally 
signed and made availa-
ble to newsmen, in order 
to alert the public on the 
nefarious activities of  in-
ternet fraudsters who go 
about scamming desperate 
members of  the public with 
a utopian promise of  a job 
at the polytechnic, when in-
deed there is no such thing 
going on in the institution. 
The new method devised 
by these unscrupulous ele-
ments, according to the re-
lease, is to clone the social 
media accounts of  public 
officers to offer fake jobs at 
a fee, warning the public to 
be wary of  them.

 In his words, the Rector 
further cautions: “I have 
only one Facebook account 
and I have not been request-

ing friendship, lately. Do 
not become a victim. If  you 
are already friends with me 
on Facebook, kindly ignore 
any further invitation for 
friendship. If  you are not 
already my friend on Face-
book, please be diligent 
enough to confirm by phone 
call, SMS, Whatsapp or any 
other means that I am the 
one requesting friendship.”

Meanwhile, the Rector 
has asked security agencies 
to investigate those found 
culpable in cloning his 
Facebook account and seek-
ing to defraud unsuspecting 
members of  the public. Ac-
cordingly, the Poly boss has 
stated unequivocally that he 
neither sends friendship re-
quests on Facebook nor de-
mands money from anyone 
under any guise. 

Moving forward, the Poly 
helmsman stated that that 
employment in the insti-
tution is purely by merit 
when the time comes, and 
no one pays any fee for it. 
He also added that people 
should avoid anyone, how-
ever close to him, who re-
quests money from them in 
order to be favoured with a 
job slot, describing them as 
rogue elements.

…Says institution not recruiting
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Cross River PDP jubilates over 20
lawmakers’ sacking
T

he Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party has 
commended the 

High Court sacking of  20 
lawmakers that defected 
from the party recently.

The state PDP chair-
man, Mr Venatius Ikem, 
on Tuesday, said members 
of  the party were ecstatic 
about the judgment that 
sacked the lawmakers who 
defected to the All Progres-
sives Congress.

In a judgment delivered 
by Justice Taiwo Taiwo on 
March 21, the court held 
that the lawmakers needed 
to vacate their seats since 
they abandoned the par-
ty which brought them to 
power.

The judgment followed a 
suit filed by the PDP with 
the number: FHC/ABJ/
CS/975/2021.

The chairman said they 
were in an ecstatic mood 
having reclaimed their vic-
tory.

“We have left no one in 
doubt that we had confi-
dence in the judiciary and 
we believed that we would 
reclaim our mandate.

“The difference between 
this case and the others in 
the past is that we chal-

lenged it, the courts don’t 
just give judgments, but 
adjudicate on matters 
brought before it.

“We decided that one 
way or the other, we would 
correct certain things in 
our politics and the judg-
ment today is the begin-
ning of  this,” he said.

On his part, Mr Mike 
Ojisi, the state Publicity 
Secretary of  the PDP, said 
they were ready to field 
their candidates for the 
vacant positions, adding 
that the judgment is a wel-
comed development.

“We are conscious of  the 
fact that they may want to 
go for appeal, but that will 
not make any difference.

“If  these lawmakers that 
were sacked today were 
wise, they would have 
learned a lesson from the 
judgment involving the Eb-
onyi governor.

“Even if  they had re-
turned to the party a day 
before this judgment, we 
would have received them 
with open arms.

“Our umbrella is so large 
that it can accommodate as 
many people as possible,” 
he said.

The Special Marshals of Federal Road Safety Corps, RS 9.4, Imo State Sector Command, Owerri, with the Commis-
sioner of Mines and Solid Minerals, Dr. Elias Martins Emedom during a courtesy visit.

Church, community clash over land 
in Anambra, properties destroyed 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he ongoing clash be-
tween Olu Ndi Enigwe 
Adoration Ministry, 

Obosi in the Idemili North 
Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State and the 
community members has led 
to harassment, assaults and 
destruction of  buildings and 
properties worth several mil-
lions of  naira.

It was gathered that the 

crisis which had become fre-
quent had started following 
an unresolved land dispute 
between the church and some 
members of  the community.

When our correspondent 
visited the community on 
Sunday, it was learnt that de-
spite various peaceful resolu-
tions, including the setting up 
of  a peace panel by the Arch-
bishop of  the Onitsha Catho-
lic Church Metropolitan 
Archdiocesan, Archbishop 
Valerian Okeke, the crisis had 

Special Marshals of FRSC laud
Mines/Solid Minerals 
Commissioner on performance
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Special Marshals 
of  Federal Road 
Safety Corps, RS 

9.4, Imo State Sector Com-
mand, Owerri, has lauded 
the Commissioner of  Mines 
and Solid Minerals, Dr. 
Elias Martins Emedom, for 
performing exceptionally.

The encomium was 
poured on the Commission-
er when the group paid him 
a courtesy visit last at his of-
fice in Owerri

The State Coordinator, 
Special Marshals, Federal 
Road Safety Corps Sector 
Command, RS 9.4, Ow-
erri, Dr. Mrs. Happiness 
Ikechukwu Osuigwe, who 
led the delegation, noted 
that they came to felicitate 
with the Commissioner, 
Dr. Elias Martins Emedom, 
who is also a Special Mar-
shal on his appointment 
and sterling performance so 
far.

She added that they were 
encouraged to visit him as 
a mark of  appreciation and 
recognition for his service 
to FRSC when he served in 

different capacities as a Spe-
cial Marshal of  FRSC.

Osuigwe explained that 
the Special Marshals group 
of  FRSC are a volunteer 
arm of  the FRSC men of 
proven integrity with vis-
ible means of  livelihood 
who served their fatherland 
without being paid, point-
ing out that they serve to 
complement the efforts of 
the Regular Marshals who 
are the regular arm bearer 
and in the payroll of  FRSC.

Osuigwe assured the 
Commissioner of  the sup-
port of  officers of  FRSC in 
whatever capacity to assist 
him succeed in his duty as a 
Commissioner.

She recalled the outstand-
ing service of  the Commis-
sioner while serving in var-
ious capacities as a Special 
Marshal in the Sector and 
Zonal Commands, encour-
aging him to bring the good 
work to bear in his current 
position as a Commissioner 
of  Mines and Solid Miner-
als, even as she commend-
ed the Sector Commander, 
who facilitated their visit as 
the father of the Command.

CBN visionary intervention in agriculture
reduced impact of hunger in the country
– Professor Ife 
 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

 

A 
renowned Professor 
of  Economics, Ken 
Ife, at the weekend, 

took a hard look at the na-
tion’s economy, concluding 
that the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) visionary in-
tervention in agriculture and 
agro-allied value chains re-
duced the impact of  hunger 
in the country.

Professor Ife said this at 
Godfrey Okoye University, 
Enugu during the Interna-
tional Business and Leader-
ship Summit with the theme: 
“Productivity Development 
in the New Normal”

The summit was used for 
the public presentation of  a 
book “Productivity Develop-
ment’’ manual and its work-
book as a practical guide to 
increase everyday productiv-
ity of  Nigerians across all so-
cioeconomic, sociopolitical 
and educational strata.

According to him, the 
CBN vision of  getting Nige-
rians back to the land and im-
plementing clear cut agricul-
tural programmes have saved 
the nation from the impact of  
hunger.

Ife, an economic consultant 
to the Economic Commu-
nity of  West African States 
(ECOWAS), said: “The vi-
sionary CBN intervention is 
feeding most Nigerians today 
as well as some neighbouring 

countries.
“If  not by the grace of  God 

that the apex bank pursued 
vigorously these agricultural 
programmes meant to return 
thousands of  Nigerians back 
to land, the story would have 
been so different today.

“So one asked why the 
agricultural produce was not 
enough. It is because the pro-
jection for the whole inter-
vention is only for our real 
number, which is about 200 
million.

“But, today, as a nation, we 
are feeding 300 million peo-
ple. The additional number, 
which is 100 million people, 
are from our neighbouring 
francophone countries with-
in the ECOWAS sub-region.

“On regular basis, you see 
them come to our big local 

boundary markets, buy and 
stock truck loads of  food 
stuff  heading to their coun-
tries, where the hunger situ-
ation is beating harder,” he 
said.

Reviewing the book, Pro-
fessor Steve Egbo, who is 
Executive Director in Nige-
ria Television Authority, said 
that Mr Nduka Awuregu, 
Director-General of  South-
East Chamber of  Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agricul-
ture (SECCIMA), had pro-
vided solution to under per-
formance in various spheres 
of  life.

Egbo, who was represent-
ed by Mr Chidi Okolie, not-
ed that the 12 chapters book 
dealt extensively on time 
management and through it 
“one can work smarter rather 

than harder”.
“The book is a practical 

guide to personal and team 
time and resources manage-
ment as well as increase in 
profitability and resourceful-
ness,” he said.

The Vice Chancellor of  
the university, Prof. Christian 
Anieke, noted that everyone 
needed a practical manual 
and guide such as the book 
– Productivity Development 
- to help us manage time and 
resources well.

Anieke said: “Therefore, 
to be more productive and 
achieve greater results, you 
simply need to have this book 
(manual) and enroll into the 
university’s Productivity De-
velopment certificate course 
as well”.

still remained unresolved.
However, while the peace-

ful resolution, some youths in 
the community were said to 
have invaded the church with 
a bulldozer and demolished 
the building and destroyed 
other valuables.

Speaking with our cor-
respondent at the site of  
the demolished church, the 
Spiritual Director of  Olu Ndi 
Enigwe Adoration Ministry, 
Rev. Fr. Jude Uche Olundi-
enigwe, said the property, 
which was originally 23 plots 
of  land, were fully negotiated 
and purchased from Umuopi 
family, the original owners of  
the land.
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David Beckham watches a soccer match in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on March 12.Videos showed her doing rounds underground in a dimly lit 
basement, where new mothers cradled their babies on makeshift hospital beds lining the walls of the cramped space.

S
occer legend David Beck-
ham handed over control of  
his Instagram account - and 
its 71.5 million followers - 

on Sunday to a Ukrainian doctor 
caring for pregnant women and 
their babies in the war-torn city of  
Kharkiv.

Throughout the day, Iryna, a 
pediatric anesthesiologist and the 
head of  the regional perinatal 
center in Kharkiv, posted a moving 
first-person account of  her daily 
life in Ukraine’s second-largest 
city, an early target in Moscow’s 
advance that has been ravaged by 
missile strikes.

 “On the first day of  the war, 
all pregnant women and mothers 
were evacuated to the basement. 
… We had to learn how to work 
with bombings and strikes,” she 
said, according to captions includ-
ed alongside the video clip.

“Unfortunately, we can’t take 
babies who are in intensive care to 
the basement, because they rely on 
lifesaving equipment,” she added.

The doctor, who introduced her-
self  only by her first name, said she 
had worked “24/7” since the start 
of  the Russian invasion in Febru-
ary.

In one video clip, she introduced 
viewers to Yana and her baby son, 
Mykhailo, who was born with 
breathing difficulties on the second 
day of  the war. The boy is better 
now, but the family home was de-
stroyed and they can’t go back, a 
caption on the clip stated.

Beckham, one of  the most recog-
nizable former athletes on the plan-
et, is an ambassador for the hu-
manitarian aid agency UNICEF, 
which is ramping up efforts to de-
liver aid to children and families in 
Ukraine.

Just 25 miles from the country’s 

eastern border with Russia, a dai-
ly barrage of  artillery fire, missiles 
and rockets has rained down on 
Kharkiv over the past three weeks 
— in a grim sign of  what could be 
in store for other Ukrainian cities.

More than 30 attacks on health-
care facilities or equipment have 
been documented by the World 
Health Organization since the start 
of  Russia’s assault, including an 
airstrike on a maternity hospital in 
the port city of  Mariupol. A wom-
an and her baby died in horrific 
conditions in the aftermath of  the 
attack.

David Beckham lends Instagram account 
with 71.5 million followers to Ukrainian 
doctor in Kharkiv

Australia state MP charged with sexual abuse

G
areth Ward - now an inde-
pendent MP - is alleged by 
police to have committed 

the crimes in 2013 and 2015.
Mr Ward, 40, denies the charges.
“I will be instructing my lawyers 

to seek to bring this matter before 
the courts as quickly as possible and 
I look forward to demonstrating my 

innocence there,” he said on Tues-
day.

Mr Ward has been accused of  
five charges in total. The most se-
rious - one charge of  sexual inter-
course without consent - carries a 
maximum jail term of  14 years.

“Police will allege in court that 
the man indecently assaulted a 

17-year-old boy at [NSW suburb] 
Meroo Meadow in February 2013, 
and sexually abused a 27-year-
old man in Sydney in September 
2015,” NSW Police said in state-
ment, without giving further de-
tails.

Mr Ward revealed he was being 
investigated by police last year, 
prompting him to resign as minis-
ter for families, communities and 
disability services. He also stopped 
sitting with the ruling Liberal Party 
in parliament.

On Tuesday, NSW Premier 
Dominic Perrottet said he would 
move a motion to remove Mr Ward 
from parliament if  he did not re-
sign.

Mr Ward should be presumed in-
nocent but it was “not compatible 
with the seriousness of  the charg-
es” for him to remain as an MP, the 
premier said.

Mr. Ward is due to face a court 
in May.

About half  of  the population 
of  Kharkiv, some 700,000 people, 
have left the city, according to the 
regional administration, part of  a 
wider exodus that has seen more 
than 3 million people flee Ukraine. 
About half  of  those refugees are 
children.

“We are probably risking our 
lives, but we don’t think about it at 
all. We love our work,” said Iryna, 
the doctor in Kharkiv, according to 
captions posted alongside the Ins-
tagram clips on Sunday. “Doctors 
and nurses here, we worry, we cry, 
but none of  us will give up.” 

Mariupol is being “reduced to
ashes” by Russian airstrikes 
- Ukrainian PM Zelensky

Z
elensky also urged Ukrainian 
citizens in his recorded vid-
eo address to “do everything 

you can to defend our country, to 
save our people,” CNN reported.

“We are seeing more and more 
heroes. Once ordinary Ukrainians, 
and now true fighters,” he said.

Zelensky reportedly added that 
Russian forces are surprised by the 
resilience Ukrainians have shown 
since the invasion began late last 
month, saying, “We will make Rus-
sia believe.”

“Fight, keep on fighting, and 
help,” he said.

Zelenksy’s remarks come after 
Russian officials called for the sur-
render of  Mariupol on Sunday.

“A terrible humanitarian ca-

tastrophe has developed,” Col. 
Gen. Mikhail Mizintsev, who 
heads Russia’s National Center for 
Defense Management, said in a 
statement. “All who lay down their 
arms are guaranteed safe passage 
out of  Mariupol.”

The city of  Mariupol has been 
under constant attack by Russian 
forces throughout the duration of  
the invasion, with satellite images 
showing significant destruction in 
the city’s residential area.

In a previous statement, Zelensky 
called Russia’s siege of  the city a 
“terror that will be remembered for 
centuries.”

“To do this to a peaceful city ... is 
a terror that will be remembered for 
centuries to come,” Zelensky said 
in an address. 

President Volodymyr Zelensky speaks from Kyiv, Ukraine.Gareth Ward, charged by Police in New South Wales.



he Nigeria Customs TService (NCS), Ogun 
1 Area Command, 

has impounded a suspected 
police vehicle with smuggled 
foreign rice.

T h e  C o n t r o l l e r ,  
B a m i d e l e  M a k i n d e ,  
disclosed this while briefing 

he owner of  Seat of  TW i s d o m 
S u p e r m a r k e t , 

Lokoja, Kogi State, Mrs 
Ugochukwu Okpala, who 
was recently kidnapped has 
regained freedom from her 
abductors.

She was kidnapped on 
Friday 4th March 2022 
shortly after closing for the 
day.

It was gathered through 

a family source that she was 
released by her abductors 
after the payment of  N5 
million ransom.

The source said others 
rallied round to raise the 
ransom, over two weeks 
after her abduction.

“We remain grateful to 
God Almighty that she was 
freed in whole. Now, where 
d o  w e  g o  f r o m  h e r e ? 
Everyone rallied round. We 

had to combine forces to put 
up money. Five million naira 
was paid before they let the 
woman go. What is all 
these?” The source queried.

The Kogi State Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), William Aya, is yet 
to confirm the release of  Mrs 
Okpala.

Phone calls to him went 
unanswered as of  the time of  
filing this report.

 High Court in 

ALagos on Tuesday 
ordered that a Bus 

Rapid Transit (BRT) driver, 
Andrew Ominnikoron, 
who allegedly murdered 21-
year old Bamise Ayanwola 
b e  r e m a n d e d  i n  a 
correctional centre.

NAN reports that the 
Lagos State Government 
charged Ominnikoron with 
four counts bordering on 
conspiracy, murder and 
rape.

Justice Sherifat Sonaike 
ordered that the defendant 
b e  r e m a n d e d  i n  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  C o r r e c t i o n 
Service in Ikoyi.

Sonaike adjourned the 
case until May 9 for trial.

Earlier, the Director for 
Public Prosecutions (DPP), 
Dr Jide Martins, told the 
court that the defendant 
committed the offence on 
November 25, 2021, and 
February 26, 2022, at Lekki 

Conser va t ion  Cent re, 
Lekki-Ajah Expressway 
and Carter Bridge, Lagos.

The DPP said that on 
Feb. 26, the defendant 
conspired with others still 
at large and killed a 22-year-
old BRT passenger and 
threw her out of  a moving 
bus.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
defendant also raped the 
passenger.

The offence, he said, 
contravenes the provisions 
of  sections 165, 223, 260 
and 411 of  the Criminal 
Law of  Lagos State, 2015.

Martins said: “In view 
of  the defendant's plea, we 
will be asking for a date for 
trial and for the defendant 
to be further remanded at 
the correctional centre.”

Recall that on March 
1 1 ,  a  Y a b a  C h i e f  
Magistrates' Court had 
remanded the defendant 
pending DPP's legal advice.

The magistrate had 
remanded him after an 
application for his remand 
was brought before the 
court.

newsmen in Abeokuta, the 
Ogun State capital on 
Tuesday.

According to him, the 
Hillux van, with police 
number plate, PF 10889 
SPY, was arrested with 27 
50kg  bags  o f  fore ign  
parboiled rice.

Makinde said the 
driver of  the vehicle 
abandoned it and fled 
immediately he sighted 
customs officers.

The Controller said 
though he could not 
authoritatively say the 
vehicle belongs to the 

he Federal Capital TTerri tor y (FCT), 
Commissioner of  

Police (CP) Babaji Sunday 
h a s  o r d e r e d  m a s s i v e 
clampdown and arrest of  
rogue  scavengers  a l so 
known as “Baban Bola” in 
the FCT.

T h e  o r d e r  f o l l ow s 
public outcry on the fast-
rising menace of  vandalism 
and theft of  individual, 
private and public property, 
including critical national 
infrastructure by miscreants 
who hide under the guise of  
metal waste scavengers.

The CP noted that 
Intelligence at the disposal 
of  the Command revealed 
the act ivi t ies  of  these 
m i s c r e a n t s  n ow  s p a n 
beyond mere scavenging to 
the commission of  other 

cr iminal  ventures  l ike 
s t e a l i n g ,  c a r j a c k i n g , 
h o u s e b r e a k i n g ,  a r m s 
smuggling drug peddling, 
amongst other crimes.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
statement on Tuesday by the 
FCT Police Public Relations 
Officer, DSP Josephine 
Adeh: “the CP directed 
Divisional Police Officers 
(DPOs)  and  heads  o f  
Tactical formations in the 
Command to work with 
Stakeholders within their 

he Police in Ozoro TD i v i s i o n , 
Headquar te r s  o f  

I s o k o  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Delta 
State, has rescued a twenty-
two-year-old boy (name 
withheld) unhur t  from 
kidnappers.

T h e  P o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered the  v ic t im's 
vehicle, a silver Lexus RX 
350 car with Reg. No. ASB 
1 2 4  H K ,  f r o m  t h e 
kidnappers, according to 
reports.

T h e  k i d n a p p e r s 
abandoned the victim and 
fled the crime scene due to a 
hot chase by the police.

The rescue mission was 
made possible by Operatives 

of  the Dragon Patrol Teams 
27, 28, 19, 20, and 16 that 
were deployed to the scene 
by the Divisional Police 
Officer,DPO.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali, confirmed 
the report in a statement 
signed by the Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP, 
Bright Edafe on Tuesday.

H e  s a i d ,  “ O n  t h e 
2 0 / 3 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
0300hrs, the DPO Ozoro 
received information that at 
about 0230hour of  the same 
date, a man was kidnapped 
and taken away in the boot 
of  his RX 350 car silver in 
colour with Reg. No. ASB 
124 HK by four armed men.

“He stated that they 
drove towards Ughelli in 
Ughelli North LGA.

“Consequently, Dragon 
Patrol Teams 27, 28, 19, 20, 
and 16 were massively 
deployed to the scene.

“The teams went on an 
intelligent led operation and 
trailed the kidnappers to PTI 
junction Effurun, where the 
kidnappers upon noticing 
that the teams were closing 
in on them abandoned the 
victim and the vehicle and 
fled.

“The  v ic t im (name 
withheld) 'm' age 22yrs of  
Ozoro was rescued unhurt 
and the vehicle recovered.”

The police image maker 
said a manhunt is ongoing 
with a view to arresting the 
fleeing hoodlums.

v a r i o u s  A r e a s  O f  
Responsibility (AOR) to 
checkmate the activities of  
the prevailing criminal 
enterprise, arrest on sight to 
bring these rogue scavengers 
to book.

“The CP equally called 
for extra vigilance on the 
part of  residents, especially 
areas with intense activities 
of  scavengers, to cooperate 
with the Police in riding the 
FCT of  these criminal 
e lements.  He however 

enjoined residents not to 
resort to jungle justice but to 
arrest and report any rogue 
scavenger to the nearest 
Police Station through the 
f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s : 
0 8 0 3 2 0 0 3 9 1 3 , 
08061581938, 07057337653 
and 08028940883.

“The CP reassured 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e 
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Command to ensuring 
adequate protection of  lives 
and property in the FCT”.

police; he, however, posited 
that the number plate on 
the Hillux van with siren 
says it all.

Asked whether the van 
would be released to the 
p o l i c e,  h e  s a i d  t h e  
development would be 
communicated to the NCS 
headquarters in Abuja for 
necessary actions.

“As it is, it will be 
communicated to Abuja. 
The NCS headquarters has 
the final say on what 
happens to it. If  it is found 
to be a police vehicle, it is 
only Abuja that can release 
it to the police authority,” 

Makinde stated.
Contacted, the Ogun 

State police spokesman, 
Abimbola Oyeyemi, said 
he was not aware of  the 
seizure.

“I am not aware, but I 
will find out,” Oyeyemi 
s a i d  i n  a  p h o n e  
conversation.

Meanwhile the NCS 
boss  no ted  tha t  the  
command was able to 
impound 5,420 bags of  rice 
between February 9 and 
March 21.

Within the period 
under review, Makinde 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  

c o m m a n d  h a s  a l s o  
impounded, “133 sacks 
and 181 wraps (book size) 
of  cannabis sativa; 18 units 
of  vehicles; 13 kegs of  
vegetable oil; 8 bales of  19 
small 'Ghana-must-go 
bags' and two sacks of  
second-hand cloths.”

Others are, “25 sacks 
and 4 bags of  used shoes; 
880 cartons of  frozen 
poultry products and 
26,725 litres of  PMS.”

Makinde told reporters 
that the total duty paid 
value of  the seized goods is 
N143,905,508.
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h e  F e d e r a l  TGovernment has 
said the Presidential 

implementation of  over 150 
E n a b l i n g  B u s i n e s s  
Environment Council,  
PEBEC, re forms was  
responsible for moving 
Nigeria up 39 places on the 
Wo r l d  B a n k  D o i n g  
Business Index since 2016.

I t  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  
implementation made it 
possible for Nigeria, being 
twice named as one of  the 
top 10 most improved 
economies in the world over 
the last three years, to be one 
o f  only  two Afr ican  
countries to make this 
highly-prestigious list in 
2019.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed, 
who disclosed this during a 
visit to the IshK Tolaram 
Foundation in Lagos, 
ye s t e r d ay,  s a i d :  “ To  
understand the significance 
of  Nigeria moving up in the 
Wo r l d  B a n k  D o i n g  
Business Index, we have to 
recall that between 2007 

ult iChoice has Mi n c r e a s e d  t h e 
prices of  its DStv 

and  GOtv  packages  in 
Nigeria. 

This was announced in a 
statement on Tuesday, stating 
the rising costs of  inflation 
and business operations led 
to the increment in the prices 
of  the packages. 

Multichoice said its DStv 
package will now cost – 
P r e m i u m  ( N 2 1 , 0 0 0 ) , 
Compact  +  (N14,250) , 
Compact (N9,000), Confam 
(N5,300), Yanga (N2,950), 
Padi (N2,150), Business 
(N2,669), Xtraview + PVR 
access fee (N2,900) 

The new prices for GOtv 
package are – Gotv Max for 
N4,150,  GOtv Jol l i  for 
N2,800, GOtv Jinja for 
N1,900, GOtv Lite for N900.

Part of  the statement 
read, “In light of  the rising 
c o s t s  o f  i n f l a t i o n  a n d 
business operations, we have 
had to review the price of  our 
packages to keep delighting 
our customers with great 
entertainment, anytime and 
anywhere,” the company 
said  in  a  s ta tement  on 
Tuesday. 

“Therefore, from April 1, 
2022, a new pricing regime 
for both our DStv and GOtv 
packages will be in effect.” 

M u l t i c h o i c e  s a i d 
customers who pay on or 

before their due date (before 
April 1, 2022) would be 
eligible to pay the old price. 

“Also, customers who 
pay consistently on time 
(before their due dates) for a 
period of  12 months would 
also be eligible to pay the old 

he Ministry of  Mines Ta n d  S t e e l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

contributed N7.8 billion to 
the country's Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) last year, its 
Director of  Artisanal and 
Small Scale Mining (ASM), 
Patrick Ojeka, has said.

Ojeka said the cash was 
realised through its agencies 
and departments, adding that 
the Mining Cadastra Office 
(MCO), an agency of  the 
m i n i s t r y,  c o n t r i b u t e d 
substantially to the amount.

Ojeka said MCO is 
saddled with managing and 
administering mineral titles, 
stating that the ministry's 
contribution to the GDP last 
year was unprecedented 
c o m p a r e d  t o  i t s  p a s t 
contributions.

“The ministry in its 
effort to put the sector in its 
rightful place came up with a 
Road Map, inaugurated by 
the former minister and 
Governor of  Ekiti State, Dr 
Kayode Fayemi.

“The road map made 

the  sec tor  a t t rac t ive  to 
investors and has placed the 
sector on the path of  growth 
and development.

“Fayemi also accessed 
N30 billion for the ministry. It 
was a great achievement; the 
fund helped to upscale the 
performance of  the sector to a 
higher level,” he said.

The director said the 
ministers in the ministry had 
also done well since they 
assumed duty, adding that the 
m i n i s t r y  h a d  n e v e r 
contributed up to the amount 
to the GDP in the past.

According to him, the 
ministry will soon begin to 
capture the biometrics of  
more 2000 artisanal miners 
that registered in cooperatives 
across the country. He said the 
essence of  the biometrics 
capturing was to know their 
locations and monitor their 
operations.

“The biometrics will 
help to locate and apprehend 
artisanal miner that commit 
offence; it will help in locating 
where they are conducting 

mining operations.
“ T h e  m i n i s t r y  h a s 

formalised the operations of  
over 2000 artisanal miners 
that registered into different 
cooperatives. We want to go 
beyond formalisation; we 
want to have their biometrics.

“We have procured 
biometric equipment that will 
soon be deployed to the field 
for the exercise and we will 
issue them Identity Cards.

“We noticed that some 
artisanal miners have been 
formalised several times due 
to their movement from one 
field to another, but the 
biometrics will henforth 
prevent double formalisation.

“ T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government does not call 
ar t isanal  miners ' i l legal 
miners;' they are miners that 
are scratching the surface of  
the land to earn their living. 
We ca l l  them ar t i sana l 
miners.

“As far as they have been 
formalised into cooperatives, 
they can access small scale 
mining licences from the 

MCO to conduct full mining 
operation,” he said.

Ojeka said an agreement 
had  been  reached  wi th 
artisanal miners on tenement 
(land) that belong to mining 
investors to sell minerals 
mined on the tenement to the 
investors.

resident Muhammadu PBuhari on Tuesday said 
Dangote Group is the 

second-largest employer of  
labour in Nigeria, after the 
federal government.

He said this in Lagos, 
when he commissioned the 3 
million metric tonnes capacity 
Dangote Fertiliser plant built 
at a cost of  $2.5 billion.

The plant which is located 
at Ibeju Lekki is built on 500 
hectares of  land.

Speaking at the event, 
Buhari noted that the fertiliser 
c o m p a n y  w a s  a l r e a d y 

exporting its product to other 
countr ies,  inc luding the 
United States, Mexico, India 
and Brazil.

The president added that 
the contributions of  Dangote 
I n d u s t r i e s  h ave  f u r t h e r 
affirmed Nigeria's leadership 
in Africa.

In his welcome address, 
President of  Dangote Group, 
Alhaji Aliko Dangote, said 
t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  b e i n g 
commissioned is the largest 
granulated urea plant in 
Africa, and the second largest 
in the world.

price. 
“Customers who pay for 

10 months upfront on the 
new price will get the 11th 
and 12th month free,” the 
company said. 

The company said the 
price adjustments would 
enable it to serve customers 
better. 

Portal, CRP, from about two 
weeks to just a few days and 
the introduction of  the 
e l e c t r o n i c  f i l i n g  a n d  
payment of  federal taxes.

M o h a m m e d  
commended the  I shK 
Tolaram Foundation for its 
programmes in Nigeria, 
especially in the areas of  
healthcare, entrepreneurial 
and vocational training, 
saying the artificial limbs 
provided free of  charge had 
inspired hope for the 
beneficiaries.

He said: “I am reliably 
i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
Foundation, through its 
IshK Limb Centres in Lagos 
and Port Harcourt, and 

he domestic debts To w e d  b y  s t a t e 
governments and the 

Federal Capital Territory 
Adminis t ra t ion  rose  to 
N6.43tn at the end of  2021. 

W h i l e  s u b - n a t i o n a l 
domestic debt stock was 
N4.46tn, the sub-national 
external debt stock was 
N1.97tn in 2021. 

Lagos, Ogun and Rivers 
became the  three  mos t 
indebted states, according to 
the latest data from the Debt 
Management Office. 

The N4.46tn domestic 
debt represents 11.27 per cent 
of  the country's domestic 
debt stock of  N23.70tn as of  
December 2021, up from 
N20.21tn in the previous year.

Lagos, Ogun, Rivers, 

A k w a  I b o m ,  a n d  I m o 
emerged as the top five 
debtors, with a combined 
domestic debt stock of  about 
N1.56tn. 

The five states account 
for 34.98 per cent of  the total 
domestic debt owed by the 
sub-national governments in 
the country as of  December 
31, 2021. 

Lagos owed N658.96bn, 
Ogun N232.62bn, Rivers 
N225.51bn, Akwa Ibom 
N 2 1 4 . 6 1 b n ,  a n d  I m o 
N205.19bn as of  Q4 2021. 

However, according to 
the DMO, the domestic debt 
stock figures for Rivers State 
were as at September 30, 
2021. This also applies to 
Benue, Enugu, and Kano.

Other states with high 

domestic debts include Cross 
R i v e r,  w i t h  a  d e b t  o f  
N 1 5 9 . 8 2 b n ;  D e l t a , 
N 1 5 4 . 6 1 b n ;  B a y e l s a , 
N 1 5 4 . 6 1 b n ;  P l a t e a u , 
N150.5bn; Oyo, N142.56bn; 
and Osun, N134.70bn. 

Others are Benue, with a 
domest ic  debt  s tock of  
N 1 2 8 . 3 5 b n ;  K a n o , 
N 1 1 1 . 9 b n ;  Z a m f a r a , 
N 9 9 . 9 4 b n ;  A d a m aw a , 
N99.55bn Bauchi, N97.51bn; 
Borno, N95.63bn; Abia, 
N95.21bn; Kwara, N93.37bn; 
and Taraba, N93.18bn. 

The states with the least 
domestic debt stocks include 
J igawa,  wi th  a  debt  o f  
N 3 1 . 3 6 b n ;  E b o n y i , 
N42.16bn; FCT, N50.65bn; 
Kebbi, N52.33bn; Nasarawa, 
N 5 4 . 1 b n ;  A n a m b r a , 
N55.72bn; and Kaduna, 
N61.71bn; Enugu, N69.17bn; 
and Gombe, N69.13bn. 

O t h e r s  a r e  K o g i , 
N 7 0 . 6 6 b n ;  S o k o t o , 
N71.29bn; Edo, N78.9bn; 
Niger, N83.4bn; and Yobe, 
N82.46bn. 

In foreign debt, Lagos 
leads with $1.33bn; followed 
by Kaduna $595.12m; Cross 
River $279.71m and Edo 
State $276.3m. 

cent of  the profit from the 
Tolaram Group, was set up 
as the next step in a 100-year 
history of  philanthropy at 
Tolaram.

She said the Foundation 
partners with churches, 
mosques, hospitals and 
NGOs to identify and 
support people requiring 
artificial limbs free of  
charge.

S o m e  o f  t h e  
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e  
Foundation's activities were 
on hand to brief  the minister 
on how the quality of  their 
lives had been enhanced by 
such activities.

and 2015, Nigeria lost 64 
places in the World Bank 
ease of  doing business 
ranking.”

He said as a result of  the 
reforms, the 2018 Sub-
national Doing Business 
report on Nigeria recorded 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
improvement, adding that 
the  Wor ld  Economic  
Forum, WEF, in its 2018 
Global Competitive Report, 
r e c o g n i s e d  N i g e r i a ' s  
business environment as 
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
entrepreneurial in the 
world, and highlighted 
N i g e r i a ' s  i m p r o v e d  
competitiveness in enabling 
business environment.

H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  
Companies and Allied 
Matters Act, 2020, CAMA 
2020, signed by President 
Muhammadu Buhar i ,  
Nigeria's most significant 
business legislation in three 
decades, introduced at least 
15 new provisions that 
promoted ease of  doing 
b u s i n e s s  a n d  r e d u c e  
regulatory hurdles in 
Nigeria.

The  min i s t e r  sa id  
PEBEC also collaborated 
with the National Assembly 
on the Secured Transaction 
in Movable Asset Act, 
STMA, 2017 and the Credit 
Reporting Act, 2017, which 
provides a legal framework 
for collateralization of  
moveable assets with the 
creation of  the National 
Collateral Registry, while 
CRA 2017 enhances credit 
reporting in Nigeria.

“The creation of  a 
N a t i o n a l  C o l l a t e r a l  
Registry, NCR, of  movable 
assets by the Central Bank of  
Nigeria, CBN, with the 
support of  the International 
Financial Corporation , 
IFC, in May 2016 ensures 
that functional equivalents 
o f  co l la tera l s  can be  
registered. To date, over N1 
trillion assets have been 
uploaded on the Registry,” 
he said.

Other reforms listed by 
the minister include visa on 
arrival for business people, 
reduction in the time it takes 
to register a company at the 
C o r p o r a t e  A f f a i r s  
Commission, CAC, through 
the Company Registration 

mobile camps, has provided 
more than 19,000 free 
prosthetic limbs. 

“I am also aware that 
242 students have graduated 
from the Foundation's 
vocational skills training 
programme, while 157 have 
s t a r t e d  e a r n i n g  t h e i r  
livelihood through jobs and 
start-ups. This is quite 
i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  I  
congratulate the IshK 
Foundation for this feat.''

T h e  P r o g r a m m e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  I S H K  
Foundation, Ms. Neha 
Mehra, who conducted the 
minister round the Lagos 
centre, said the foundation, 
which is funded with 25 per 
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Interview

dead spiritually. Adam/Eve 
lived in Eden on earth for too 
long a time in righteousness, 
they didn’t know that sin, evil 
and physical death existed. 
When they sinned they died 
spiritually and became slaves 
of  sin, evil and death. After 
their spiritual death, they lived 
for hundreds of  years on earth 
before they died physically. 
Physical death is the ultimate/
final price for sin. The last/
second resurrection is for the 
physically dead (Revelation 
20:11-14), the physically dead 
will not partake in the first 
resurrection. 

Are you saying that the much 
talked about resurrection of  
people in the grave will not 
happen?

It is not true that at the 
second coming of  Christ 
people in the physical grave 
would resurrect. The first 
resurrection is the spiritual 
resurrection and it is for the 
elect who are physically living 
but dead in sin.      

So what do you mean by the 
statement that Aba is now the 
New Jerusalem?

Most Christians read 
the Bible but they do not 
understand it. The popular 
Jerusalem in Israel the 
holy city of  Christendom/
Christianity is actually the 
(city) Bible referred to as 
the woman with a name of  
mystery Babylon,  the mother 
of  earth’s abominations 
(Revelation 17:4-6,18). 
Jerusalem is the (city) Bible 
calls Woman drunk with 
the blood of  the Saints and 
martyrs of  Jesus (Revelation 
17:6, 18). Jerusalem is the 
(woman) great city which 
has dominion over the kings 
of  the earth (Revelation 
17:18). Jerusalem is the 
great city which is spiritually 
called Sodom and Egypt 
where your (Jesus) lord was 
crucified (Revelation 11:7-
8). It takes a spiritual man 
to under that Christians and 
sinful humanity worldwide 
are the many waters on which 
(Babylon/Jerusalem) the 
harlot, evil woman is seated 
according to (Revelation 
17:1-3,15). I call on everyone 
today; come out of  (Babylon/
Christendom) her, my people 
for the time of  her punishment 
has come (Revelation 18:4-
8). I call everyone, come into 
Ozuzu God’s kingdom on 
earth which is currently rested 
in Aba and be saved. That is 
the message. 

Often you’ve been heard talking 
about the new law, what do you 
mean by that?

Okay, on that, let me tell 
you this, sin, evil and physical 
death are persisting because 
all the laws and constitutions 
of  all earthly religions, 
nations and kingdoms are 
still consistent with the law of 
Moses given at Mount Sinai. 
The law has made nothing 
and will never make anything 
perfect. That law is the cause 
of  mankind’s sinfulness 
and imperfection. That law 
originated from the earth 
which God gave to mankind to 
make it practically impossible 
for humanity to be free from 
the captivity of  the devil, sin, 
evil and death till God restores 
his kingdom on earth, His 
kingdom which Man rejected 
and lost in Eden. 

Today, my God has now 
restored His kingdom to Man. 
I, Ozuzu Raphael Ozuzu I am 
on earth today from God with 
the New law of  God for true 
righteousness, perfect love, 
equality, oneness, everlasting 
life and peace (Micah 4:1-7, 
Isa 2:2-4, Isaiah 42:1-4). I call 
on everyone, come to me and 
learn from me and live.   

        

So how does that link to the 
crisis all over the world that you 
described as God’s punishment? 

The judgment of  God is 
now against Christendom/
Christianity and the sinful 
earth. The shootings, 
bombings, both man-made 
and natural violence/
disasters being witnessed in 
Christendom today are not 
ordinary and have nothing 
to do with persecution of  the 
church by the devil. God’s 
anger/judgment is against you 
oh Christendom/Christians, 
it will get worse with time 
and it will climax with the 
great tribulation and horrible 
plagues (Revelation 6:12-17, 
Revelation 8:3-13).

Is Ozuzu another version of  
Christianity? 

No. Ozuzu is the kingdom 
of  God here on earth not a 
form of  any replacement of  
something that has expired. 
Before God, Christianity has 
expired. When people hear 
about the end of  the World, 
they think God will destroy 
everything on earth at the 
same time. Whatever God 
does always have guidelines. 
The time the Piesesian age 
(Jesus era) ended was when 
God ended his tolerance for sin 

and unrighteousness on earth. 
God has set up His kingdom 
on earth. So, anybody who 
remains in Christendom is 
like those people in the time 
of  Noah who refused to enter 
the ark and stayed outside the 
ark thinking all is well. You 
know how they ended. 

Listen, Christendom/
Christians are the same 
descendants of  Abraham and 
God has set up his kingdom 
for them. Since they’ve been 
in Christendom what has it 
given to them? Has it given 
them the secret of  death, 
life, sin, unrighteousness and 
other things on earth? This 
is the time for everyone to 
come unto Ozuzu to learn 
the perfect law of  God and 
become clean. Ozuzu is the 
kingdom of  God which He 
set up on earth in fulfilment of  
his promise. Christianity has 
expired before God. People 
should remember that the time 
God picked Moses to free his 
people from captivity in Egypt; 
He gave them a religion called 
Judaism. When Jesus was 
born, Judaism expired before 
God and he introduced the 
teaching that Jesus brought. 
Today, the Christianity that 
Jesus brought is also expired 
before God and everything 
about it. Today, God has 
introduced his kingdom on 

earth which will last forever. 
Therefore I charge 

everyone, run away from 
Christendom/Christianity, 
and come into Ozuzu 
God’s kingdom/house/
ark on earth to escape from 
the anger of  God. Take 
note of  this, Jerusalem/
Christendom is (spiritually) 
Babylon the great, mother 
of  earth’s abominations, the 
time of  her punishment/
destruction has come, go 
forth from Christendom, flee 
Christianity, my people, so 
that you don’t share/partake 
in her plagues, for her sins are 
heaped high as heaven and 
my God has remembered her 
iniquities and transgressions. 
God is now repaying her 
double for her sins and 
misdeeds. Christendom 
glorified herself  and played 
the harlot, so God is now 
giving her a like measure of  
torment and mourning. 

You talked about Judaism being 
expired, are you not aware that 
it’s gradually resurfacing with 
Biafran agitation? 

It is a pity that Igbo youths 
and Biafran agitators are 
following Nnamdi Kanu a 
man deeply into Judaism a 
religion/way of  life rejected 
by my God over 2000 years 
ago. Nnamdi Kanu has 
taken our people 2000 years 
(spiritually) backwards and 
my God is angry about it. 
I tell you, dessert anyone 
encouraging you to return 
to Judaism or its way of  life. 
You can call Ozuzu Raphael 
Ozuzu on 08038975037 for 
more spiritual direction.

Judaism will turn you 
into a beast. This is why 
you see our youths behaving 
like animals. They do not 
believe in forgiveness and the 
consequences are here with 
us. Judaism is about an eye 
for an eye, blood for blood. 
Judaism will make you talk, 
act, reason and behave like 
Islamic extremists. Judaism 
means spiritual retrogression. 
Hear this oh Igbo youths 
and all Biafran agitators, my 
God is not with you in the 
struggle/agitation for Biafra. 
God has given to the Igbo 
nation something far greater 
and above Biafra. The Christ, 
Messiah has returned to the 
World in a new person, Ozuzu 
Raphael Ozuzu (Revelation 
9:1). I reiterate, the New 
Jerusalem has (spiritually) 
descended and rested on Aba 
and its environs Nigeria. God 
has sited his new Jerusalem, 
the holy city, capital of  God’s 
kingdom on earth in Igbo-
land (Revelation 3:12, Daniel 
2:31-35&44-45). I call on 
everyone, to come to me for 
more light, information on 
these messages.

…Describes Aba as New Jerusalem 

Ozuzu

Continued from Pg. 7
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wenty one players Thave already arrived 
E a g l e s  C a m p  i n 

Abuja and the team is 
expected to  je t  out  to 
Kumasi after shape up 
ahead of  the Friday's first leg 
Showdown at the Baba Yara 
Stadium.

Team Captain, Ahmed 
Musa in his usual leadership 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited's board 
a r e  s p l i t  o n 

w h e t h e r  t o  c h o o s e 
Mauricio Pochettino or 
Er ik  t en  Hag  as  new 
manager.

The Mirror says chief  
executive Richard Arnold, 
football  director John 
Murtough and technical 

anchester United Mare preparing a 
bid for Barcelona 

defender, Ronald Araujo.
The 23-year-old has 

become a key player for Xavi 
Hernandez since he took 
o v e r  a s  m a n a g e r  i n 
November last year.

B u t  w i t h  A r a u j o ' s 
contract expiring in 2023, 
United are hoping to take 
advantage of  the situation.

C a t a l a n  o u t l e t  E l 
Nacional says the Red Devils 
are preparing a summer offer 
of  £33.6m.

Juventus have also been 
linked with Araujo, who has 
won seven caps for Uruguay.

Barca would be loathed 
to lose their former B team 
player and have pushed hard 
for him to sign a contract 
extension.

jax goalkeeper, 

AAndre Onana, was 
o n  T u e s d a y 

morning involved in a 
serious car crash on his way 
to play for Cameroon in 
their 2022 FIFA World Cup 
playoffs against Algeria.

Onana was unhurt 
after the accident, which 
involved two cars having a 
head-on collision with both 
bonnets destroyed and the 
ground covered in debris.

According to reports, 
Onana was traveling to 
Yaounde, the capital of  
C a m e r o o n ,  w h e n  t h e 
incident happened.

Fortunately for the 

shot-stopper, he didn't 
suffer any injury.

Onana has been rated 
as one of  the most exciting 
young goalkeepers in world 
football in recent years 
before  his  career  was 
blighted by a failed drugs 
test.

The 25-year-old was 
banned for one year by 
UEFA after testing positive 
for Furosemide but claimed 
he had accidentally taken 
his wife's medication.

Onana was in goal for 
hosts Cameroon at the 2021 
Africa Cup of  Nations 
(AFCON), where they 
finished third.

director Darren Fletcher 
are leading the search. The 
shortlist is understood to 
i n c l u d e  P a r i s  S a i n t -
G e r m a i n  m a n a g e r 
Pochettino, Ajax's Ten 
H a g ,  S e v i l l a ' s  J u l e n 
Lopetegui and Spain boss 
Luis Enrique.

United want a new 
manager in place before the 

start of  next season, but are 
s t i l l  s o m e  w a y  o f f  
achieving that goal – in part 
due to a difference of  
opinion behind the scenes. 
The report states that 
Pochettino and Ten Hag 
are the clear favourites for 
the job and the United 
hierarchy are struggling to 
split them.

Po c h e t t i n o ' s  C V, 
which includes knowledge 
of  the Premier League and 
a depth of  experience with 
P S G ,  T o t t e n h a m , 
S o u t h a m p t o n  a n d 
Espanyol, stands him in 

rystal Palace star 

CWilfried Zaha says 
the club's run to the 

FA Cup semi-final is a sign 
of  their bright future.

The Eagles claimed an 
emphatic 4-0 win over 
Everton at Selhurst Park on 
Sunday to book a meeting 
with Chelsea at Wembley.

“ T h e  t e a m  i s  j u s t 
proving how good it is,” said 
Zaha.

“Some of  the players 
haven't even played together 
that long, but it just shows 
what is in store for the club, 
the players who have been 
signed, what is in store for 
the future.

“ I t  i s  g o o d  t o  b e 
involved in it and going to 
Wembley.

“It was a tough start but 
that happens, we managed 
to weather that difficult start 
and implement our game 
onto them eventually.”

good stead. The fact he is 
managing a demanding 
club the size of  PSG – and 
has faced rivals Jurgen 
Klopp, Pep Guardiola and 
Tuchel before – are big 
pluses for the Argentine.

Ten Hag, meanwhile, 
is a popular choice and is 
considered easier to hire 
fol lowing the scandal 
involving former sporting 
director Marc Overmars at 
Ajax. However, there are 
doubts over his ability to 
work in a different club 
structure and at a higher 
level.

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fmidfielder, Andy 
To w n s e n d  h a s 

described the call for Frank 
Lampard's sack as Everton 
m a n a g e r  a s  u t t e r l y 
ridiculous.

Townsend defended 
Lampard after a difficult 
start to life at Goodison 
Park for the former Chelsea 
midfielder.

Everton were beaten 4-
0 by Crystal Palace who 
dumped them out of  the 
FA Cup on Sunday.

And Lampard gave a 
damning assessment of  his 
players after the match, 

q u e s t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r 
certain members of  his 
squad have the 'b*******' 
to play.

And Townsend agrees 
that Lampard's Everton 
stars are letting him down.

“It would be utterly 
ridiculous,” Townsend told 
talkSPORT.

“There comes a point 
where the players aren't 
good enough to play each 
week.”

He believes Lampard 
has players in his ranks 
who aren't good enough to 
play for the Toffees.

by example style was first to 
hit the camp and the camp 
has since continued to swell. 
Among players good to go in 
camp Wil l iam Troost -
Ekong, Leon Balogun, Semi 
Ajayi, Ola Aina, Frank 
O n y e k a ,  A d e m o l a 
L o o k m a n ,  K e l e c h i 
Iheanacho, Victor Osimhen, 
Samuel Chukwueze, Joe 

Ar ibo,  Ca lv in  Bassey, 
Emmanuel Dennis, and 
Oghenekaro Etebo.

Others are Maduka 
Okoye, Francis Uzoho, 
Daniel Akpeyi, Abdullahi 
Shehu,  Odion Ighalo, 
Zaidu Sanusi, and Moses 
S i m o n .  M e a n w h i l e , 
goalkeeper Maduka Okoye 
has fallen ill and Coach 

urged Eagles to avoid losing 
by any margin in Ghana, 
adding that only a draw will 
be considered semi-okay for 
the team going into the 
second leg.

“The Eagles should just 
play well and avoid losing in 
Ghana. If  they are able to do 
that in the second leg even a 

Augustine Eguavoen has 
extended invi tat ion to 
Enyimba FC goalkeeper 
John Noble to join the 
squad.

T h e  s e c o n d  l e g 
encounter will take place at 
the MKO Abiola Stadium in 
Abuja. A number of  soccer 
fans who bared their minds 
ahead of  the double header 

lone goal will be good 
enough to earn us the ticket” 
they said. Both teams are 
desperate to earn world cup 
t i cke t  a f t e r  a  no t  too 
impres s ive  r un  a t  the 
Nations cup in Cameroon.

Ten African Countries 
are vying for five tickets to 
the World cup in November.

Wednesday 23 – Thursday 24 March, 2022

W/Cup Playoff: 21 Eagles arrive camp

Man Utd board split over Ten Hag, Pochettino

Ajax goalkeeper, Andre
Onana escapes death in
car accident

FA Cup progress: Crystal Palace have bright
future under Vieira, says Zaha

Barcelona concerned as Man Utd
prepare offer for Araujo

Andy Townsend slams move to sack
Frank Lampard as Everton boss

LampardLampardLampardAraujoAraujoAraujo

Scene of the crashScene of the crashScene of the crash OnanaOnanaOnana

Vieira, Zaha and other Crystal Palace playersVieira, Zaha and other Crystal Palace playersVieira, Zaha and other Crystal Palace players

Some of the players on arrivalSome of the players on arrivalSome of the players on arrival
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o r m e r  N i g e r i a Fcaptain, Nwankwo 
Kanu has backed the 

Super Eagles to end their 
14-year winless jinx when 
they face Ghana in a Qatar 
2022 World Cup qualifying 
play-off  this Friday at the 
B a b a  Ya r a  S t a d i u m , 
Kumasi on Friday. 

The Blacks Stars have 
an edge over the Eagles 
going into this tie, with Otto 
Addo's side winning 21 
games, drawing 18 and 
losing 10. 

The Eagles last defeated 
the Blacks Stars on January 
23, 2006, in an Africa Cup 
of  Nations game in Port 
Said, Egypt courtesy of  a 
long-range strike from Taye 

Taiwo. 
After that victory, both 

teams have met four times 
with the Eagles recording 
one draw and three defeats.

However, 11 years after 
their last meeting in a 
friendly at the Vicarage 
Road in England, which 
ended goalless, both West 
African countries are set for 
an epic battle for one of  
Africa's five tickets to the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar. 

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen, former Eagles 
captain, Kanu said, “We 
have a good team to qualify 
us for the World Cup but 
technically we must be 
careful, we must not judge 
them (Ghana) based on 

how they fared at the 
AFCON in Cameroon. 

“It's going to be crucial 
and I believe we will beat 
them to qualify for the 
World Cup in Qatar. The 
team will do us proud.” 

Retired goalkeeper and 
Atlanta 1996 Olympics 
gold medallist Dosu Joseph 
also echoed his former 
t eammate ' s  thought s, 
insisting that featuring at 
the World Cup was enough 
motivation for the Eagles to 
beat Ghana.

“Playing Ghana has not 
been easy  whether  in 
friendlies, tournaments or 
in age-grade competitions, 
t h i s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a n 
exception. The players and 

coaches know what is at 
stake and I believe with the 
quality of  players in the 
team, we can beat Ghana to 
qualify,” Dosu said. 

Another ex-keeper Ike 
Shorunmu, who played for 
the Eagles between 1992 
and 2002, believes Austin 
E g u avo e n ' s  a b u n d a n t 
attacking talents will make 

iger ia  footba l l 

Nc h i e f s  a r e 
u n h a p p y  w i t h 

Watford striker Emmanuel 
Dennis arriving late for 
international duty.

Dennis, 24, linked up 
with the national side just 

hours before Tuesday's 
deadline.

Super Eagles manager, 
Augustine Eguavoen was 
fuming after not hearing 
from Dennis while his two 
Wa t f o r d  t e a m - m a t e s 
William Troost-Ekong and 

Oghenekaro Etebo arrived 
on time.

Nigeria's camp began 
on Monday ahead of  their 
World Cup qualifying first-
leg clash with Ghana this 
Friday in Kumasi.

Before Dennis finally 
a r r ive d ,  a n  u n n a m e d 
member of  the coaching 
staff  said: “We don't know 
where he is and it's not a 
nice way to make up for his 
acts before the Africa Cup 
of  Nations.

Joe Aribo and Calvin 

eteran defender, 

VP e p e  w i l l  m i s s 
Portugal 's World 

Cup play-off  semi-final 
against Turkey after testing 
positive for Covid-19, the 
P o r t u g u e s e  f o o t b a l l 
federation announced on 
Tuesday.

C o a c h  F e r n a n d o 
Santos cal led up Li l le 
centre-back Tiago Djalo, 21, 
to replace the 39-year-old 
Porto player, with the 2016 
European champions also 

without injured Manchester 
City defender Ruben Dias.

Portugal play Turkey 
on Thursday in Porto and if  
they win next play either 
Italy or North Macedonia.

Cristiano Ronaldo and 
his teammates joined the 
national side's training 
camp at Oeiras, near Lisbon 
on Monday.

Portugal last failed to 
qualify for the World Cup in 
1998, playing in each of  the 
last five editions.

Bassey also arrived late, but 
had played games for their 
clubs at  the weekend, 
unlike Dennis.

The coach added: “It's 
d i f ferent .  Dennis  las t 
played a game on the 13th 
of  March which is nine 
days ago.

“He is returning to the 
team and he has a lot of  
image rebuilding to do. He 
should have been here. We 
will wait until this evening 
to make a decision.”

rsenal have joined 

Athe race for Napoli 
s t r i k e r  V i c t o r 

Osimhen.
The  Niger ian  has 

become one of  the most 
sought-after forwards in 
world football after 21 
g o a l s  i n  4 4  l e a g u e 
appearances for Napoli.

Gunners boss Mikel 
Arteta is targeting a big 
striker signing this summer 
after the departure of  
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang.

Alexandre Lacazette 
and Eddie Nkeitah are also 
entering the final months 
o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e 
contracts.

Gazzetta dello Sport – 
via Sport Witness – have 
reported that Osimhen is 

on Arsenal's radar.
However, their pursuit 

of  Osimhen will depend on 
whether they have enough 
to cash to meet Napoli's 
asking price of  £84million.

The north London 
club are currently in fourth 
on the Premier League and 

x-Premier League Estriker, Darren Bent 
has told Manchester 

United to go all-out and get 
Chelsea manager Thomas 
Tuchel this summer.

The Chelsea manager 
has publicly pledged his 
loyalty to the Blues despite 
their ongoing ownership 
crisis following sanctions 
p l a c e d  o n  R o m a n 
Abramovich.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s 
understood the Red Devils 
are interested in persuading 
him to jump ship, and Bent 
believes that would be a 
smart move.

“Tuchel is in a different 
bracket to Ten Hag and 
Pochettino!

“Tuchel looks loyal to 
Chelsea but if  there's an 
inkling that Manchester 
United could get him I'd go 
all-out to do that,” he said.
Darren Bent believes the 
Red Devils should go after 
the Chelsea boss as a 
replacement for outgoing 
Ralf  Rangnick, who leaves 
the club's managerial role 
in the summer.

s e c u r i n g  C h a m p i o n s 
League football could go a 
l o n g  way  t o  s i g n i n g 
Osimhen next summer.

Manchester United 
and Newcastle United have 
also been linked with the 
23-year-old.

the difference. 
Eguavoen listed nine 

forwards Ahmed Musa, 
O d i o n  I g h a l o  V i c t o r 
O s i m h e n ,  A d e m o l a 
Lookman, Moses Simon, 
Kelechi Iheanacho, Sadiq 
Umar, Samuel Chukwueze 
and Emmanuel Dennis for 
the game. 

“I expect a very tight 

game in Kumasi, however, 
I'm optimistic the strikers at 
our disposal will give us an 
edge,” he said. 

“We have not beaten 
Ghana in our last four 
meetings and the players 
are aware of  this and the 
importance of  the game. 
So, it's a chance to end 
that.” 

Wednesday 23 – Thursday 24 March, 2022

Kanu backs Eagles to end 14-year Ghana jinx

Arsenal join race for Osimhen as
Napoli set hefty asking price

Super Eagles Technical Adviser fumes over
Watford striker, Dennis’ late arrival

Man United job:
Darren Bent favours
Tuchel

Portugal defender, Pepe
out of World Cup play-off 

Super EaglesSuper EaglesSuper Eagles

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

DennisDennisDennis TuchelTuchelTuchel
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The fresh news people

c c o r d i n g  t o 

AW i l l i a m 
S h a k e s p e a r e, 

“So may the outward 
s h o w s  b e  l e a s t 
themselves: The world is 
s t i l l  d e c e i ve d  w i t h 
ornament. In law, what 
p lea  so  ta inted and 
cor r upt .  But ,  be ing 
seasoned with a gracious 
voice, Obscures the show 
of  evil? In religion, what 
damned error, but some 
sober brow Will bless it 
and approve it with a 
t e x t ,  H i d i n g  t h e 
g r o s s n e s s  w i t h  f a i r 
ornament? There is no 
v i c e  s o  s i m p l e  b u t 
assumes some mark of  
virtue on his outward 
parts”. 

William Shakespeare 
continued, why, I can 
smile and murder whiles 
I smile, And cry 'content' 
to that which grieves my 
h e a r t ,  A n d  we t  my 
cheeks with artificial 
tears, And frame my face 
f o r  a l l  o c c a s i o n s .  
“Conscience is but a 
word that cowards use, 
devised at first to keep 
the strong in awe”.

For some of  us who, 
i n  t h o s e  d ay s  r e a d 
Merchant of  Venice by 
William Shakespeare, 
you will remember the 
statement by Bassanio.

T h e  d i s p l a y  o f  
immaturity by the duo of  
the wife of  the former 
governor of  Anambra, 
Mrs. Ebele Obiano and 
wife of  the late Dim 
Odimegwu Ojukwu, 
Lady  Bianca  a t  the 

swearing in of  governor 
Soludo was nothing to 
r e a d  h o m e  a b o u t , 
especially that the two, 
are  women of  c lass 
e x p e c t e d  t o  s h o w 
exemplary behaviour to 
the younger generation.

It is not palatable that 
just less than one week 
t h a t  t h e  w o m e n 
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r 
International Women's 
Day (March 8) the two 
women have come out to 
contradict what they 
stood for. How can the 
women break the bias 

w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
unsavory disposition 
when they were actually 
supposed to be role 
models to the younger 
girls out there?

For the benefit of  
doubt, IWD is about 
women's equality in all 
its forms. For some, 
IWD is about fighting for 
women's  r ights.  For 
others, IWD is about 
r e i n f o r c i n g  k e y 
commitments, while for 
some IWD is  about 
celebrating success. And 
for others, IWD means 

festive gatherings and 
p a r t i e s .  W h a t e v e r 
choices are made, all 
choices matter and all 
choices are welcome and 
f ine.  All  choices  of  
a c t i v i t y  a c t i v e l y 
contribute to, and form 
part of, the thriving 
g l o b a l  m o v e m e n t 
focused on women's 
advancement. 

Sometimes, we might 
begin to think about and 
look beyond the outward 
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d 
unfortunately, there is no 
way we can see the hearts 

o f  
m e n b u t 
b y  t h e i r actions, 
the activities of  their minds 
will be unravelled. With 
these actions of  the two 
women, it is possible that 
they have dragged the 
reputation of  the women, 
who have done well in 
politics to the mire. The 
little upped consciouness 
o f  i n c r e a s e d  w o m e n 
participation in politics 
may have been scaled 
down. 

It is about time women 
begun to understand that, 
fighting in public debases 
one more than maintaining 
equanimity elevates one. 
There is no way the action 
would have been lauded for 
t h e  m a n  w h o  d a n c e s 
wrongly to the steps is not 
ashamed but the brethren 
a s  t h e y  s c r a t c h  t h e i r 
eyebrows in shame. They 
may have gone their way, 
but the disrepute done to 
womanhood will continue 
to impress upon the gender 
f r o m  g e n e r a t i o n  t o 
generation. 

B e a u t i f u l  l o o k i n g 
women but badly behaved 
i n  p u b l i c .  W h a t  a 
metaphor! A woman is 
supposed to be the crown of  
her husband but this is not 
to be, given the uncultured 
atitude of  the duo. What do 
we do to remedy this 
malady thrown upon the 
face of  the culture and 
tradition of  the Igbo man? 
Your guess is as good as 
mine.

The world is deceived by ornament 

Sometimes, we might begin to think 
about and look beyond the outward 

appearance and unfortunately, there is 
no way we can see the hearts of  men 
but by their actions, the activities of  
their minds will be unraveled. With 
these actions of  the two women, it is 
possible that they have dragged the 
reputation of  the women, who have 
done well in politics to the mire. The 

little upped consciousness of  increased 
women participation in politics may 

have been scaled down.

“

How we made Nigeria top 10
most improved world economies
— Lai Mohammed

Customs seizes police van
smuggling rice in Ogun


