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News

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has on 
the early hours of  

Sunday foiled an attempt 
by hoodlums suspected 
to be members of  IPOB/ 
ESN to attack the Omuma 
divisional police in Oru 
East LGA of  the state

According to a state-
ment by the police. “A 
group came in large num-
bers with various calibres 
of  Improvised Explosive 
Devices ( IED) to Omu-
ma police station shoot-
ing sporadically but, were 
swiftly repelled by the ever 
gallant and combat ready 

Imo police neutralises 4 suspected 
IPOB/ESN members 

Imo Police Command’s 
tactical teams and oper-
atives of  the DSS who 
responded immediately, 
positioning themselves 
professionally and strate-
gically”   

According to the state-
ment the police command 
“engaged the hoodlums in 
fierce gun duels and in the 
process four of  the bandits 
were neutralised on the 
spot while others scamp-
ered into the bush having 
suffered a huge defeat, 
with a number of  them 
sustaining various degrees 
of  bullet wounds, while 
there was no casualty on 
the side of  the joint secu-

rity operatives”.  
It was gathered that 

five different capacities of  
undetonated Improvised 
Explosive Devices  and 
charms were recovered 
from the neutralised ban-
dits.

 It further disclosed that 
the Police Bomb Unit 
has taken custody of  the 
Bombs for detonation. 

Meanwhile,  the Com -
mand’s Tactical Teams are 
conducting a vigorous and 
aggressive combing of  the 
bush to arrest the fleeing 
hoodlums and to recover 
their arms/ammunition 
since they cannot go far 
because of  the huge dam-

Group urges Jonathan to join 
2023 race, on APC platform
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group, Goodluck  
Jonathan for 2023 
Organisation has 

urged former President, 
Goodluck Jonathan to join 
the race for Nigerian Pres-
idency, using APC plat-
form.

The  group in a statement 
issued   in Umuahia, Abia 
State through its national 
coordinator, Mazi  Chuk -
wudike Abraham, said Ni-
geria as a nation is in need 
of  peace, unity, cohesion 
and economic advance-
ment which the former 
President could provide if  
he is re-elected in 2023.

Abraham who asked 
Goodluck to join the All 
Progressive Congress 
(APC), stressed that the 
high rate of  insecurity 
around the country would 
be brought to control if  the 

former President returned 
to power, and urged Jona-
than to throw his hat into 
the 2023 presidential ring 
without delay.

“ He is a  bridge builder 
of  international dimen-
sion. When the battle is get-
ting hot in a war situation, 
you bring in a stabiliser to 
restore things and that is 
the role Goodluck should 
play now. We need a man 
of  character and vision”, 
said Mazi Chukwudike 
Abraham.

He continued, “ We are 
earnestly yearning for his 
acceptance to run under 
the APC because we know 
that he will steer the nation 
back to economic and po-
litical reckoning.”

The pro-Jonathan group 
advised the ex-President to 
immediately declare for the 
2023 race without further 
delay as according to it, “ 
the 2023 elections timeta-

ble released by the INEC 
would soon begin to run its 
full course.”

On how the Jonathan’s 
return to power would be 
actualised, Mazi Abraham 
disclosed that 30 million 
adults around the country 
are being mobilised to cast 
their votes for Jonathan in 
2023, should he agree to 
contest.

The national coordinator 
stated that a door-to-door 
mobilisation has com-
menced in the South East 
for the tasks of  re-electing 
Jonathan.

But when contacted, a 
close ally of  former Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan, 
who pleaded anonymity 
said the ex-President has 
not declared his intention 
to seek re-election  in any 
political party. The aid ex-
plained that the Jonathan 
was still preoccupied with 
his international peace 
drives.

Imo NUT leadership tussle may 
tear Union apart

Oil companies: Wike 
warns communities 
against violent conduct 
By Godson Nwosu,
PHC

R
ivers State Gover-
nor, Nyesom Wike 
has said that com-

munities can derive greater 
gain when they notify the 
State government of  any 
dispute they have with oil 
companies operating in 
their areas.

Wike observed that most 
communities take to vio-
lence and think it is the best 
way for them to get what 
they want from any compa-
ny. The Rivers State gover-
nor stated this when mem-
bers of  the Ogba traditional 
council and stakeholders 
formally introduced His 
Eminence, 

Nwachukwu Obuoha 
Nnam-Obi, III,  Oba of  
Ogbaland to the governor 
at Government House, 
Port Harcourt on Friday. 
Governor Wike stated that 
the State government will 
no longer tolerate a situ-
ation where communities 
will block roads, stop op-
erations of  companies and 
think government will in-
tervene on their behalf. 

He insisted that commu-
nities must at all times first 
report their grievances to 
the state government and 
not resort to taking laws 
into their hands. Governor 
Wike said the support the 
state government can give 
should first be sought by 
the community, which will 
make not to take the laws in 
their hands.

He pointed out that any 
community that engages in 
avoidable violent protests 
against any company can 

also not use such to intim-
idate government because 
they will be left to their fate.

Governor Wike advised 
the new Oba of  Ogbaland 
to recongnise the enormous 
challenge that comes with 
superintending over a large 
ethnic group in the State.

The governor urged him 
to walk in the footsteps of  
his late father who, when 
he reigned, consulted with 
government regularly, car-
ried his traditional office 
with dignity and was re-
spected across the country.

Governor Wike also 
charged the new Oba to be 
a man of  peace, exude in-
telligence like his late father 
and make sure that Ogba 
people live in peace. 

Governor Wike also di-
rected the State Attorney 
General and Commissioner 
of  Justice, Prof. Zacchaus 
Adangor and the State 
Commissioner of  Chief-
taincy and Community Af-
fairs, Soni Ejekwu to issue 
certificate of  recognition 
and staff  of  office to the 
new Oba of  Ogbaland as a 
first class traditional ruler.

Uzodimma blasts politicians on 
Obiozor’s home bombing 

I
mo State Government 
yesterday condemned 
the early morning rais-

ing of  the home of  the Pres-
ident General of  Ohanaeze  
Ndigbo, Prof  George Obio-
zor by those it described as 
political bandits.

In a statement he person-
ally signed, the state gover-
nor, Senator Hope Uzodin-
ma regretted that desperate 
politicians who believe in 
violence were yet to sheath 
their swords inspite of  re-
peated appeal to that effect.

Uzodinma described the 
attack on the country home 
of  Prof  Obiozor as cowardly 
and height of  desperation.

He vowed that the gov-
ernment was already work-
ing in concert with security 
agencies to identify and 
punish the perpetrators.

He bemoaned the inces-
sant resort to violence in set-
tling political differences by 
some politicians in the state, 
and warned that the govern-
ment would no longer con-
done such banditry.

According to him, The 
time of  those who unleash 
this kind of  mayhem in the 
state is over. We shall hunt 
them down to face the full 
weight of  the law”.

Uzodinma wondered why 
the bandits should attack 
the home of  a man who is 
not a politician but a states-
man working for the good 
of  the entire Igbo race.

He said it was shameful 

that both the sponsors and 
perpetrators of  the violence 
deployed their malicious at-
tack on an innocent man.

 While commiserating 
with Prof  Obiozor on the 

burning of  his home,he as-
sured imo people that Gov-
ernment will continue to do 
all within its Constitutional 
power to protect lives and 
property in the state.

C
risis seems to be 
looming in the Imo 
state chapter of  the  

Nigerian Union of  Teach-
ers over the leadership of  
the union.

Report from our source 
disclosed that the current 
leadership of  the union 
led by Rev Philip Nwan-
si is supposed to end by 
March this year as stipu-
lated in a joint agreement 
reached in 2018, that the 
current chairman Rev. 
Philip Nwansi representing 

the Primary school section 
should serve for a period  
of  four years and hando-
ver to Rev Jamike Eke who 
represents the secondary 
school section.

According to reports 
from some of  the mem-
bers, it was gathered  that 
the current chairman is not 
willing to honor the joint 
agreement reached by ad-
hering to fulfilling the for-
malities that precedes the 
actual handover.

This seems to be creating 

age done to them.  
The Commissioner of  

Police CP Rabiu Hussaini 
while commending the 
officers and men for their 
gallantry, urged them not 
to relent in their efforts 
until all criminal elements 

and their partners are ap-
prehended and made to 
face the full wrath of  the 
law. He further appealed 
to Imo people for their 
continuous support and 
collaboration by giving 
security agencies especial-

ly the Police, credible and 
timely information and 
urged them to report any 
person seen treating bullet 
wounds or hiding with-
in the community to the 
nearest police station for 
prompt action.
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squabble among members 
of  the union in the state 
who desire for justice to be 
done to avert further crises 
brewing in the union and 
therefore urged  the Na -
tional body to intervene on 
the issue as they wondered 
why two respected Rev 
Ministers  who ought to be 
examples to others should 
have a face off  over lead-
ership and demands that 
the current chairman heed 
to the stipulations of  the 
agreement for the sake of  
equity and fairness.

CHANGE OF NAME
 
I, formerly known, 
addressed and called 
Uzoechi Loveth 
Ifunanya now wish to
be known, addressed 
and called Obah 
Loveth  Ifunanya. 
All documents 
bearing my former
name remain valid.
The general pub-
lic should take note. 

Signed:
Obah Loveth Ifunanya



News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State gov-
ernor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, has visited 

Okpoko near Onitsha, in 
the Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state, as 
promised.

News Echo had earlier 
reported that Soludo, dur-
ing his inaugural address 
to people of  the state, in 
Awka, on Thursday, had 
said he would visit Okpoko 
on Friday, March 18, 2022 
to access the economy con-
dition of  area.

Soludo, who arrived in 
the company with his dep-
uty, Dr. Onyekachi Ibez-
im and other entourage, at 
noon, went round the vari-
ous communities.

Although, ahead of  the 
visit, street sweepers who 
had, for some days now, 
abandoned their duty, were 
seen clearing the roads and 
drainages in Upper Iweka 
and Okpoko environs.

But the mountainous 
heaps of  refuse, which 
adorned major roads in the 
area, could not be hidden 
from the governor as he 
expressed deep worry on 
sighting them.

It was also learnt that 

Soludo visits Okpoko as promised,
assures of govt attention

traders, who used to dis-
play their wares on major 
roads, thereby causing grid-
lock around the area, re-
moved their wares and the 
roads became clear for the 
smooth passage of  the gov-
ernor’s convoy.

The governor expressed 
unhappiness with the level 
of  decadence in Okpoko 
and promised to sanitise the 
place. He said works would 
begin in the area immedi-
ately.

Soludo explained the ra-
tionale behind making Ok-
poko his first place of  visit 
following his inauguration 
as the state governor on 
Thursday.

He said that since the area 
had been accepted as the 
weakest link and the most 
densely populated area in 
the state, he had no option, 
but to begin his administra-
tion’s projects from there.

He said the clarification 
had become necessary after 
he received several reports 
on why he made the area 
his first priority.

He noted that the people 
of  Okpoko needed more 
government attention than 
any part of  the state at the 
moment.

Soludo, who addressed 
the community leaders and 

L-R: Catholic Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province, His Grace, Most Rev Dr. Anthony JV Obinna, Women Affairs Minister, Mrs. 
Pauline Tallen and Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State during the opening session of Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria at 
St. Gabriel Chaplaincy, Durumi, Abuja recently.

members at the St. Lwanga 
Catholic Church, Okpoko, 
after visiting other areas, 
spoke in Igbo language.

He said “ my people the 
genius, the unemployed 
and the criminal. The chal-
lenge before us is to decide 
whether to continue ruing 
the ugly situation or turn 
the flipside that will provide 
us enormous opportunities 
for the development of  our 
Homeland.

“Okpoko is the largest Ur-
ban slum in Anambra State. 
Therefore, we have to begin 
our urban renewal effort 
from our weakest link. Like 
my now 16-year-old daugh-
ter once asked me when she 
was just 14, “it is not enough 
to wish change or show the 
will to cause a change. How 
are you sure, Daddy, that 
the people themselves want 
to change?”

“Of course, this is not so 

AGBS Nekede charges students
on excellence
By Ikenna Orioha

T
o have a peaceful 
community and a 
fertile future, stu-

dents and pupils of  As-
semblies of  God Bethel 
Seminary Umudibia Nek-
ede, Owerri West local 
government government 
area, Imo State, have been 
charged to work devotedly, 
excellently and righteous-
ly.

This charge was given by 
the Acting Rector of  the 
school, Rev. Chidi Lawson 
Okafor, while presenting 
an address during the bien-
nial interhouse sports com-
petition, held last week, at 
the school playing ground.

He emphasized that 
when the children com-
pose themselves well and 
strategically by pursuing 
academic excellence, they 
would always be knowl-
edgeable while harvesting 
economic prosperity and 
living freely and comfort-
ably. 

“To God be the glory, 
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Bethel Seminary had bro-
ken the iceberg and a new 
record is being created. I 
urge you, my children, to 
live a positive life style by 
repackaging yourselves 
through acquiring sound, 
quality information. If  
there is any venture or 
vocation that requires 
continuous acquisition of  
information, it is the the 
academic sector.

Students must keep up-
dating their knowledge in 
order to remain relevant, 
not obsolete and keep 
meeting academic, social 
needs of  the people of  
which they are part of ”, 
the Rector said.

Reminding the students 
and pupils of  the impor-
tance of  having God first 
in all their dealings, activ-
ities so that they grow god-
ly, goodly and maturely, 
Okafor encouraged “them 
to have control of  what 
you learn and in this re-
spect and I say again that 
in your learning, you need 
to try to build your own 

easy a question to be an-
swered without far-reach-
ing consultation with the 
people. So far, the people of  
Okpoko and residents, from 
Ndikpa to East Niger, are 
more in a hurry for a change 
than we can ever be.

“That trip I made in 2009 
to Okpoko where I was ac-
costed by a little boy, who 
raced towards me and auda-
ciously demanded, “Soludo 
nyem ego” still occupies a 

better part of  my memory. 
That boy, and millions like 
him need much more than 
money. They need a life. 
May God help us!”

While tasking the people 
to remain responsible citi-
zens by paying their tax and 
engaging in other civic du-
ties, the governor states cat-
egorically, that the issue of  
touts and illegal collection 
of  levies and taxes has come 
to an end in Anambra State.

knowledge base. Do not 
be programmed by ran-
dom input. in random in-
put, you are not in control 
of  what you read, what 
you watch and what you 
see from papers and trash 
cans. Random learning 
has no organized sources. 
It is not purposeful, it is 
not planned and it is not 
selected”.

While hailing parents 
for their efforts and contri-
butions to the good of  the 
school and peace of  the 
community, Okafor ad-
vised parents to often train 
their children well and in 
the way of  God so that 
when they grow old, they 
will not depart from them, 
stressing that the 2022 in-
terhouse sports competi-
tion was effectively organ-
ized to “bring the students, 
parents and management 
together to the good of  all. 
Those (champions) who 
put in their best and time 
to the success of  the com-
petition. 

Parents should enroll 

their children in good 
school as Bethel Seminary 
Umudibia Nekede because 
the staff  are God fearing 
people who are devoted to 
give the pupils best educa-
tion.

“We have the vision 
that it must never be all 
academics and we mix it 
with other extracurricular, 
to come together to have 
a nice time visa viz, the 
interhouse sports compe-
tition. 

“The success of  the 
school is as a result of  uni-
ty, brilliance and morality 
of  management”. Stu-
dents and pupils who  took 
part in the competition 
and won different prizes 
were rewarded adequate-
ly with House C (green 
color) emerging champi-
on in by both Boys and 
Girls competitions. House 
B (red color) had 2nd Po-
sition in both Boys and 
Girls category while A&D 
(blue&pink color) winning 
3rd position.

    

Kalu, best material for 
presidency - Group
 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
group, Orji Uzor 
Kalu Speaks fans 
International has 

staged a ‘ one million 
march with the theme, 
OUK for President come 
2023, describing him as 
best material for the posi-
tion of  the president.

The one million march 
by the group was staged 
round major streets of  
Umuahia including popu-
lar Isi gate and  Umuwaya 
road before heading to 
APC State headquarters in 
Umuahia.

Speaking to newsmen at 
APC secretariat in Umua-
hia at Azikiwe road, after 
the rally, the coordinator 
of  the one million march, 
Hon Josiah Kalu said that 
the group organised the 
march to drum support for 
the presidential ambition 
of  Senator Kalu.

Hon. Kalu described 
Kalu as the best candidate 
for the President going by 
his enviable records and 
experience in administra-
tion and politics without 
bitterness as well as his de-
velopmental strides.

 Similarly, the spokesman 
of  the group, Chief  Ajero 
Ugwagwu described OUK 
as an acceptable presiden-
tial material suitable for all 
zones. “We have to ener-
gize him and mobilise the 
youths the youths for him.”

The woman leader of  the 
group. Mrs Regina Uzoma 
explained that the group is 
also mobilising the support 
of  women for the Presi-
dential aspiration of  Kalu, 
urging Nigerians to throw 
their support for the Senate 
Chief  Whip, irrespective of  
their party affiliation.
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Editorial

ASUU: Alternative 
solutions to strike 
actions
R

eports say the Academic Staff Union 
of Universities (ASUU) has spent 
a cumulative period of 49 months 

and two weeks boycotting the classrooms 
between 1999 till date. That is to say, a total 
of four years and two weeks was lost to 
industrial dispute between the lecturers and 
their employers, the federal government of 
Nigeria, in a short span of twenty-two years.

In the last five years alone, excluding 
the current year (2022), ASUU spent a 
total of 395 days, more than a full calendar 
year, on strike. This represents one out of 
every four days in a period of 1,825 days. 
A number of interventions have been made 
by well-meaning, eminent Nigerians, to 
find a lasting panacea to the recurrent 
blackout in the university system, to no 
avail. Various high-powered negotiation 
teams from the federal government, headed 
by eggheads like the renowned boardroom 
guru, Gamaliel Onosode, and legal 
luminary, Wale Babalakin, have negotiated 
and re-negotiated different agreements 
and memoranda of understanding with 
ASUU, all of which are gathering dust in 
some bookshelves right now. The reason is 
that a comprehensive welfare package for 
university lecturers that exists only in theory 
cannot solve the problem on ground. The 
workability of the mouthwatering packages 
is where the challenge lies.

It is obvious, therefore, that the university 
system requires alternative funding, instead 
of relying wholly on the federal government. 
This need for alternative funding, which 
was first highlighted by the Gray Longe 
Commission set up by President Ibrahim 
Babangida in 1990 to review the post-
independence Nigerian Higher Education 
after Lord Ashby’s Commission of 
1959, gave rise to schemes like ETF and 
TETFUND, which imposed a 2% tax on 
the assessable profits of all companies in 
Nigeria, as a home grown solution to address 
issues of funding to rehabilitate decaying 
infrastructure, restore the lost glory of 
education and confidence in the system as 
well as consolidate the gains thereto, build 
the capacity of teachers and lecturers, etc.

However, the quantum of lack, 
underdevelopment, and decay in our 
institutions of higher learning needs more 
than just tokenistic interventions. Building 
a block of hostels here, and a pair of lecture 
theatres there will not do more than a 
cosmetic dressing of the problem at hand.

 To start with, ASUU has been 
clamouring for university autonomy. It has 
been one of the strongest points in their 
argument against the Integrated Payroll 
and Personnel Information System (IPPIS). 
However, claiming university autonomy 
while living off the federal government 
raises a moral question, as it is only natural 

that he who pays the piper dictates the 
tune. If the university system must be truly 
autonomous then it must fund itself.

This is where the idea of concessioning 
comes in. Under concession arrangements, 
the state delegates to the private sector the 
right to provide a service, yet retains some 
control over the sector by incorporating 
in a concession contract or license the 
terms and conditions that will govern the 
infrastructure, project or company. Nigeria 
currently has 43 federal universities and 
48 state-owned universities. Instead of 
suffocating under this bloated system that 
ends up turning out graduates that are 
unemployable, the government can look 
at the best six universities, one from each 
geopolitical zone, to assuage ethnic and 
political persuasions, and upgrade these six 
to Ivory Tower statuses.  Such outsourcing 
arrangement, inter alia, will check the 
underwhelming performance of lethargic 
university personnel, lead to drastic 
improvement in the lecturers’ welfare and 
throughput, improve investment in the 
university education both in the big six and 
the concessioned schools, and adequately 
address the issue of incessant strikes by 
university lecturers. Just like strike actions 
are non-existent in the private universities 
in Nigeria today, that is how it will be with 
the concessioned public universities. It will 
be a lot easier and convenient for the federal 
government to manage six universities than 
the present forty-three, many of which are 
no better than glorified secondary schools.

Regrettably, it is expected that 
such arrangement will lead to a rise in the 
cost of university education, but this can be 
viewed in two ways.

Firstly, quality education is not cheap 
anywhere in the world. You cannot 
compromise quality and cost. It is better 
for students to pay a realistic school fees 
and get the value for their money without 
undue disruption of their academic calendar 
than continue with the present system that 
is failing in all ramifications. The desire to 
provide every Nigerian access to education 
at all levels is laudable but not practicable 
given the present circumstances. Politicians 
only use it for campaigns to win votes.

Secondly, with the number of institutions 
scattered around the country, in a perfectly 
competitive market, the cost of university 
education will eventually come down to a 
reasonable level with time, if given to the 
private sector to manage and run.

Let us bear in mind that since the 
introduction of private universities in 
Nigeria, the sector has already been 
deregulated to some extent. This, therefore, 
is only a call to expand the deregulation to 
achieve more private sector involvement and 
less government participation.
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Obiano’s shocking valediction

S
hame! Shame!! 
Shame!!! That’s 
about the simplest 

way to caption the ‘movie’ 
shot in the Anambra 
State Government 
House on Thursday. 
The cast of  the movie 
was an unusual one; 
abi how many movies 
have you seen that one 
person played the role of 
the lead actor, director 
and executive producer? 
(Lols). That was the 
movie shot and released 
to the world by beautiful 
Ebelechukwu, the wife 
of  the former governor 
of  Anambra State, Willie 
Obiano, that Thursday. 
Interestingly, the movie 
has been commercially 
successful and it’s still 
trending. Don’t mind 
some of  her detractors 
who said she used one 
stone to kill two birds; 
she disgraced herself 
and embarrassed her 
husband. (Laughs…).

A n o n y m o u s  :
Eavesdropper, you 
shouldn’t be laughing 
over such a sensitive 
matter.

Eavesdropper: You’re 
right, just that the 
way Oga Willie’s wife 
behaved was unbecoming 
of  a governor’s wife. 
Many people don’t 
seem to know the moral 
burden of  public office. 
They think it’s just to 
enjoy our money, ride 
the best cars and behave 
anyhow on top. I kuku 
don’t blame them. Sebi 
it’s because we allow 
them to treat us anyhow. 
I mean, how could 
she walk up to Bianca 
Ojukwu, the widow of 
the late Biafran warlord, 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, to 
taunt her like that? Haba! 
Apparently, she thought 
of  no better occasion 
to disgrace herself  than 
the inauguration of  Prof 
Charles Soludo as the 
new governor of  the 
state, an all-important 
event that was being 
streamed live. O wrong 
nau!

Everybody has heard 
the story and seen the 
videos, and most people 
have given their verdict 
on Ebele’s faux pas – 
saying she deserved 
what she got, so there is 
not much to say.

But sha, the way 
Bianca gave Ebele 
that ambassadorial 
(remember, Bianca 
used to be Nigeria’s 
ambassador to Spain) 
slap was as if  she saw it 
coming. Mrs Ojukwu is 
not just a beauty queen 
o; she also knows how 
to give her ‘enemies’ 
bloody nose (lols). Ask 
Mrs Ebele, she would 
tell you. Clearly, the 
last has not been heard 
of  the matter; but now 
attention has even 
shifted to Oga Willie’s 
arrest. Too much 
trouble for one man 
in one day, you would 
say. The Economic 
and Financial Crimes 
Commission arrested 
him at the Lagos airport 
while he was travelling 
to the United States. He 
has now been moved to 
Abuja.

But this story get as 
e be sha! Abdulrasheed 
Bawa’s EFCC had 
months ago placed 
Obiano on its watchlist. 
It even told the Nigeria 
Immigration Service to 
notify the commission 
anytime Oga Willie was 
travelling out. Of  course, 
Oga Willie responded, 
saying he would travel 
to the United States after 

condemnable and both 
women could have done 
better. Anyway, the slap 
has been given and the 
receiver has learnt her 
lesson, hopefully.

Like they say, ‘Better 
late than never.’ When I 
read the apology of  our 
Presido, Muhammadu 
Buhari on Thursday, I 
just chuckled. Of  course, 
the apology seemed like 
an afterthought, but 
it’s okay. We’re used 
to it already. More 
importantly though, 
Eavesdropper believes 
Nigerians don’t need 
apologies. They just 
want good governance. 
Like they say; who 
apology help? What 
Nigerians ask for are 
creditable performance, 
efficient service delivery 
across sectors and more 
compassionate and 
purposeful leadership. 
If  these were in place, 
nay, if  the President had 
fulfilled the promises 
he made to Nigerians 
in 2015, we won’t be 
spending hours in fuel 
queues, the national 
grid won’t collapse 
twice in about 48 hours 
and plunge us into a 
familiar blackout and 
there won’t be a near-
collapse of  security, in 
which case people are 
being killed like flies 
every day.

We have not even 
added the fact that 
our universities have 
remained shut for the 
second month running, 
literally. Yet, the 
President hosted the 
Minister of  Education, 
Adamu Adamu, in 
the United Kingdom 
without talking about 
the strike publicly. We 
just carried on as if  it’s 
normal. Sometimes, 
one does not even 
know how to situate the 
contradictions in this 
country.

Mr Presido, welldone 
sir. Going forward, we 
don’t need apologies; 
we need performance 
and lasting solutions to 
these petty problems. 
Mugode!.

Opinion 

By Adamu Rufai

his tenure. And like they 
both promised, they 
fulfilled their promises. 
I love my country sha; 
no dull moment.

Anyway! The point 
must be made that 
public office holders 
must learn to act with 
decorum. Let’s not miss 
the other part of  the 
incident; exchanging 
fisticuffs in public is 

Anyway! The point must 
be made that public office 

holders must learn to act with 
decorum. Let’s not miss the 
other part of the incident; 

exchanging fisticuffs in public 
is condemnable and both 
women could have done 
better. Anyway, the slap 
has been given and the 

receiver has learnt her lesson, 
hopefully.

“

“

Obiano
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News Feature

UN lauds Ugwuanyi on security, 
education, infrastructural development 
 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he United Nations 
(UN) Resident 
and Humanitarian 

Coordinator in Nigeria, 
Mr. Edward Kallon, has 
lauded Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu State 
for the ongoing investments 
in infrastructure and human 
capital development, 
saying there is notable 
progress in education, 
healthcare, and economic 
growth in the state . 

The UN Resident 
Coordinator who spoke 
during a working visit to 
Enugu State, at the weekend, 
where he interacted with 
Governor Ugwuanyi 
represented by his deputy, 
Hon. Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo 
and members of  the 
State Executive Council 
(EXCO), also commended 
the governor’s regional 
push for the south-east to 
work in unity to advance 
the peace and development 
of  the region as well as 
his ongoing efforts at 
addressing insecurity.

“You (Ugwuanyi) are 
indeed a champion of  the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in action and 
service to your people in 
Enugu State”, Mr. Kallon 
added, while applauding 
the state government “for 
the investments made in 
enhancing security in the 
State”. 

He urged the governor 
to continue to strengthen 
his administration’s 
investment in security 
institutions “to create an 
enabling environment for 
peace and security and 
nurture a whole of  society 
approach in managing 
security in the state”.

The UN Resident 
Coordinator disclosed 
that the mission to Enugu 
State was “to reinforce 
the partnership between 
the UN and the Enugu 
State Government; to 
address the impact of  the 
COVID 19 pandemic and 
accelerate implementation 
of  the SDGs to build back 
better; and to continue to 
create durable solutions for 
economic transformation 
in the state”.

According to him, “I 
want to commend Enugu 
State for the optimal 
COVID-19 response in the 
country. The COVID-19 
pandemic is with us for a 
long time, until 70 percent 
of  the population is 
vaccinated. The emergence 
of  new variants in some 
parts of  the world remains 
a major concern as the 
virus mutates.

“I encourage the Enugu 
State authorities to continue 
to own and lead by example 
in containing the virus 
and hold institutions and 
organizations accountable 
to ensure compliance with 
the non-pharmaceutical 
measures”.

Mr. Kallon equally 
lauded Gov. Ugwuanyi’s 
administration for 
domesticating the Child 
Rights Act, Violence against 
Persons (Prohibition) Act, 
and the Administration of 
Criminal Justice Act. 

On education and Child 
Rights, the UN Resident 
Coordinator revealed that 
Enugu State, according 
to MICS 2016/17, has 
achieved gender parity in 
access to both primary 

and secondary education, 
adding that “the State 
budget is one of  the most 
effective and powerful 
policy instruments to 
fulfill children’s rights and 
deliver results for children 
at scale”.

Mr. Kallon pointed out 
that several UN Agencies 
including UNICEF, 
WHO and UNAIDS have 
ongoing programmes in 
Enugu State, stressing 
that “other UN Agencies 
are also supporting 
development efforts in 
Enugu State through the 
Federal Institutions”. 

In his words: “UNICEF 
has helped to strengthen 
the National Health 
Management Information 
System (NHMIS) to 
improve data quality 
through capacity building, 
provision of  data collection 
tools and support for 
data validation process. 
It has also contributed 
to progress towards 
elimination of  PMTCT 
through partnership with 
communities to engage 
Voluntary Community 
Mobilizers (VCMs) who 
mobilise pregnant women 
to enter the PMTCT 

cascade.
“UNICEF has provided 

resources to strengthen 
routine immunisation and 
OBR both within the health 
system and communities, 
supported the Enugu State 
Government to develop 
a State Social Protection 
Policy which considers 
specific interventions that 
are targeted at improving 
access of  children and 
young people to key social 
services and strengthening 
State systems for the 
WASH sector. 

“WHO (World 
Health Organization) is 
supporting Enugu State 
government in Primary 
Health Care re-vitalization, 
COVID-19 outbreak 
response (coordination, 
capacity building, 
surveillance, laboratory, 
vaccination, and other 
Emergency Operations 
Centre pillar activities), 
Polio Eradication 
Programme activities, 
Routine and Supplemental 
Immunization and 
Communicable Diseases 
Control (including 
Malaria, Tuberculosis, and 
some neglected tropical 
diseases).

“Technical and 
financial assistance is 
also being provided 
for implementation of 
the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance and Response 
(and International Health 
Regulations) including 
outbreaks of  Yellow Fever, 
Cholera, Lassa Fever and 
Measles among others”. 

Earlier in his welcome 
address, Gov. Ugwuanyi, 
through his deputy, Hon. 
Mrs. Ezeilo, welcomed Mr. 
Kallon and his entourage 
to the Government House, 
Enugu and appreciated 
the United Nations (UN) 
for her contributions to 
the development of  Enugu 
State in particular and 
Nigeria in general.

Mrs. Ezeilo said that 
the state government needs 
“the services and support 
of  the United Nations 
more than ever before”. 

In their separate 
submissions, members 
of  the State Executive 
Council (EXCO), namely 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Festus Uzor 
(Chief  of  Staff); Dr. 
Emmanuel Ikechukwu Obi 
(Health); Hon. Chijioke 
Edeoga (Environment); 
Hon. Peter Okonkwo 
(Local Government); 
Rt. Hon. Princess Peace 
Nnaji (Gender Affairs) 
and the Special Adviser 
to the Governor and 
the State Focal Person, 
World Bank/Development 
Partner Assisted Projects, 
Hon. Uche Nnadi, 
praised the conversation 
and called for greater 
collaboration between 
the state government 
and the United Nations, 
maintaining that Gov. 
Ugwuanyi is desirous and 
committed to impacting 
the lives of  residents of  the 
state positively, in line with 
the set objectives of  his 
administration and that of 
the UN.  

Members of  the UN 
delegation include WHO 
Country Representative, 
Dr. Walter Kazadi 
Molombo, his UNAIDS 
counterpart, Mr. Erasmus 
Morah, the Deputy Head, 
IOM, Mr. Prestage Murima 
and the Head of  Resident 
Coordinating Office, Mr. 
Ernest Mutanga, among 
others.

Ugwuanyi



hidozie Okoye is an 

Ci n d i g e n e  o f  
E n u g w u - U k w u  

community in Njikoka 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State. A United 
States of  America (USA) 
trained Cyber Security 
A n a l y s t ,  b a s e d  i n  
Washington D.C, United 
States of  America, he works 
as a Cyber Security Analyst 
(CSA). President of  Aid the 
Hungry Foundation, and 
the Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO) of  Okoye Consulting 
Group and automobiles. 

He is one of  the emerging 
philanthropists of  our time 
who understands very well 
that God blesses people, 
expecting them to use the 
blessings to impact the lives 
of  others positively. He has 
the view that wealth is of  no 
essence if  it is not used to 
make impact in the lives of  
fellow citizens, especially 
the indigent  and less  
pr iv i lege.  News Echo 
recently got hint of  one of  
his humanitarian activities, 
whereby he is purchasing 
Jo in t  A d m i s s io n  a n d  
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  B o a r d  
(JAMB) examination forms 
for 50 indigent students of  
his community (Enugwu-
Ukwu).

Impressed by this action, 
News Echo made effort to 
get across to him in his base, 
at far away Washington DC, 
United States of  America, to 
get more insight into his 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  
philanthropic activities.

Responding to questions 
from News Echo, the Cyber 
S e c u r i t y  e x p e r t  s a i d  
humanitarianism has always 
been a core part of  his life. 

"As a Christian, when I 
was young, I have always 
believed that you don't have 
to be rich to become 
compassionate about the 
well being of  others, a little 
support can go a long way 
for a person who is in need.

“Wealth is not to feed our 
egos, but to feed the hungry 

and to help people help 
themselves.” that's a quote 
by Andrew Carnegie.

"It has always been a part 
of  me to give to the needy 
ever since I was young. With 
that said, according to The 
Nigerian Economic Summit 
Group (NESG), 91 million 
Nigerians now live below 
the poverty line in 2022. 

Now, aside from the 
government doing its part, I 
believe if  we as individuals 
can render as much help 
needed, Nigeria would 
become a better nation. 

Responding to a question 

on how he thinks his 
philanthropic gestures and 
empowerment programmes 
have impacted the lives of  
the  benef ic iar ies,  the  
President of  Aid the Hungry 
Foundation, Washington 
DC had this to say: "To be 
honest with you, most of  my 
beneficiaries are happier 
now and living better than 
they did before. They reach 
o u t  e v e r y  d a y  i n  
appreciation to thank me for 
my support. That alone 
means a lot to me because I 
feel happy knowing I was 
able to turn a frown into a 

smile.
Being a political season, 

News Echo could not help 
but drag this ebullient and 
pragmatic philanthropist to 
speak about  Niger ian 
politics. On whether, As a 
Nigerian in diaspora he is 
sensitized about Nigerian 
politics, he answered thus:

"Yes I am, I do my part to 
follow up with the news 
about Nigerian politics and 
keep abreast with changes.

On his take on the forth 
coming general elections in 
Nigeria, Mr Okoye said,

"I think every Nigerian of  

age should get their PVC and 
vote for who they believe in 
their heart will take Nigeria 
to a better place. Nigeria 
compared to America is like 
50 years backwards, even 
with our abundance in 
natural resources. However 
there's still time for us to 
catch up, if  we can agree as a 
people and put the right 
person in power. 

When News Echo asked 
whether he subscribes to the 
agitation by Igbos of  the 
South East to produce the 
next Nigeria's president 
come 2023, the diaspora 
philanthropist had this to 
say: "Nigeria is our own, 
definitely as a country that 
believes in oneness and 
togetherness I  believe 
everyone should be given 
equal opportunities in 
general.

W h e n  N e w s  E c h o  
probed further to know if  
this erudite Anambrarian 
has any political ambition, 
he barred his heart thus: "We 
all have a calling to serve 
humanity, and if  this leads 
me into politics I will be 
more than happy to serve my 
motherland. 

He had this advice for the 
Igbos and Nigerians at large, 
regarding the forthcoming 
elections:

"Nigeria is for us all, if  
anyone of  us has developed 
an interest in becoming the 
next president of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, I would 
say please  go for  i t ,  
Democracy is for the people 
and by the people, and not 
just for a particular tribe that 
applies to the presidential 
seat of  power. Tribalism 
aside, everyone with an 
interest should run and 
when they do, we should all 
come out with our PVCs to 
vote and with a free and fair 
atmosphere; the election 
will produce the best man to 
lead the country to the 
promise land.
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We’ll cooperate with any 
governor who serves interest 
of our people - IPOB 

T
he Indigenous 
People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) has 

said that they would 
cooperate with any 
governor that serves 
the  interest of  Ndigbo.

In a statement by 
the Media/Publicity 
Secretary of  IPOB, 
Emma Powerful, 
on Sunday, made 
available to News Echo 
in Enugu, the group 
stated, “We wish to 
assure South East and 
South South governors 
that IPOB members 
are human beings with 
an unwavering interest 
of  Biafrans at heart”

The statement 
further reads in parts: 
“Our work is geared 
towards pursuing the 
happiness, wellbeing 
and security of  the 
Biafran people and of 
Biafraland. 

“In this regard 
therefore, IPOB led 
by Onyendu Mazi 

Nnamdi Kanu is ready 
and open to cooperate 
with any of  them 
seeking our support for 
the common good of 
our people.  

“We also state that 
any governor that 
makes himself  a willing 
fulani too to either 
criminalise our just 
agitation for freedom 
will without a doubt be 
paid in the same coin.

“Our attention has 
been drawn to an 
encouraging statement 
by the new Governor 
of  Anambra State, 
Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo during his 
inuaguration. 

“We commend him 
for reasoning the way 
he did, but at the same 
time we admonish 
him to be weary of 
wicked, selfish and 
evil politicians who 
never mean well for 
our people so as not to 
deceive him. 

“We hope he 
will keep to his 
promises and serve 
our people selflessly 

Charles C.Soludo in 
other to succeed must 
not take seriously those 
or anyone whether part 
of  his government or 
not that will advise him 
to arrest, imprison, 
and kill IPOB family 
members in Anambra 
State because if  he 
listens to those criminal 
political harlots, that 
will be the beginning 
of  his failure as a 
governor.

“We therefore, 
advise Soludo to 
remain focused on his 
vision and mission and 
shun distractions and 
bad advice from evil 
politicians. 

“He should not 
repeat the mistakes 
of  his predecessor 
Willie Obiano, who 
allowed himself  to 
be used by Fulani 
people to persecute our 
people.  They killed 
our people at Nkpor 
in 2016 during our 
annual remembrance 
of  our fallen heroes 
and heroines who paid 
the ultimate price for 

our freedom between 
1967 and 1970, yet the 
Governor never asked 
questions.

“IPOB is a peaceful 
movement working 
hard to restore Biafra 
independence. We 
will never give up on 
our agitation until we 
are given a date for 
referendum to decide 
our fate as a people.

“We are ready to 
work with anyone 
in Government who 
works for the interest 
and liberty of  our 
people. Professor 
Charles Soludo is a 
seasoned technocrat, 
and an accomplished 
Igbo who should use his 
wealth of  knowledge 
to develop our land. 

“We are willing to 
support him as long as 
he will not turn to be 
a willing instrument 
in the hands of  our 
oppressors to persecute 
our people especially 
Biafra agitators. We 
wish him success in 
office.

and wholeheartedly 
which in turn will 
help to promote the 
peace and security 
of  our ancestral 
land. Anambra being 
(Diokpara) the first Son 
must show leadership 
in the much awaited 
renaissance.

“We, therefore, 
assure him of  the full 
cooperation of  Biafran 
youths in his efforts to 
secure Anambra State. 
IPOB will give him 
every support he needs 
to make Anambra the 
envy of  the black race. 

“IPOB will fully 
support any Governor 
in Biafra land who 
shows he has the 
understanding of 
the times, and the 
precarious condition of 
our people in Nigeria. 
If  any Governor does 
not conspire with 
our oppressors to 
perpetuate our woes, 
he/she will enjoy the 
full support of  our 
people.

“Anambra State 
governor professor 

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Ugwuanyi Umahi Uzodimma Ikpeazu Soludo
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PDP blasts Ebonyi Assembly for 
declaring 3 lawmakers’ seats vacant

T
he Eight Members of 
the People’s Democratic 
Party, (PDP) 

lawmakers in Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly have 
described the action of  the 
embattled speaker Hon. 
Ogbonnaya Nwifuru and 
other 15 APC lawmakers 
in the house in declaring 
the seats of  three PDP 
lawmakers vacant as ridicule 
to court ruling by Justice 
Ekwo.

Hon. Oliver Osi who 
stated this while briefing 
journalists on behalf  of  seven 
other members of  the PDP 
lawmakers, in Abakaliki, 
noted  that the purported 
removal of  his colleagues by 
the embattled speaker and 
14 other sacked lawmakers 
are lacking in constitutional 
Powers.

He noted that a court 
sitting in Abuja and presided 
over by Justice Inyang Ekwo, 
had sacked the 15 lawmakers 
on defection suit filed by 
the People’s Democratic 
Party, (PDP) and said they 
are yet to obtain a stay of  
execution order or an appeal 
on the judgment, which has 
consequently made their 
sitting to be unconstitutional.

Hon. Osi, who said that 
he is the temporary speaker 
of  the house, (by law) said 
that the 15 sacked members 
have ceased to be lawmakers 
of  the State House on their 
defections to APC 
in November 2020 and 
validated by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo’s judgment of  8 March 
2022.

According to him, “It’s 
no longer news that on 
March 8, 2022, the Federal 
High Court sitting in Abuja 
and presided over by Justice 
Inyang Ekwo, in a landmark 
judgement, ruled that 16 
persons who were at that
time members of  the Ebonyi
State House of  Assembly 
had ceased to be members of  
the House having abandon 
their mandate and resigned 
their membership by their 
voluntary defection from  
PDP to All Progressives 
Congress, in November 
2020. The effect of  this is 
that the following persons , 
from the date of  the ruling if  
March 8, 2022, are no longer 
members of  the Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly: Hon. 
Francis Nwifuru; Kingsley 

Ikoro Ogbonna; Benjamin 
Ezeoma; Onu Nwonye; 
Nkemka Okoro Onuma; 
Anthony Nwegede; Chinedu 
Onah; Chinedu Awo, among 
others. 

“It is pertinent for the 
general public, particularly, 
Ndi Ebonyi to note that up 
till today, March 16, 2022, 
the judgement has neither 
been successfully appealed 
nor has a stay on execution 
granted in respect of  same. 

“However, in a deliberate 
attempt to undermine 
the judiciary and ridicule 
the extant ruling of  His 
Lordship, Justice Ekwo, 
Hon. Nwifuru, aided by the 

police personnel of  Ebonyi 
State, led 14 others of  the 
aforementioned former 
members (excluding Hon. 
Odefa Odefa) to invade the 
hallowed chambers of   
the Ebonyi State House 
of  Assembly, purportedly 
declared vacant the seats 
of  three members (Victor 
Aleke; Mrs Franca Okpo 
and Ali Okechukwu), then 
adjourned sitting for three 
months. 

“The House has since 
instructed its legal team 
to commence contempt 
of  Court proceedings 
against the aforementioned 
imposters. 

“We make bold to say 
that neither the former 
speaker, Hon Francis 
Nwifuru nor indeed any 
of  the aforementioned 
former members of  the 
EBHA possesses the power, 
authority or right to declare 
the dear of  any member 
vacant or to adjourn the 
sitting of  the House or act 
howsoever in the office of  
the Speaker or member of  
the EBHA, having resigned 
their membership and being 
validly removed from office 
by the extant judgement 
of  a Court of  competent 
jurisdiction.

He called on the members 

of  the public, Indigenes 
and residents of  the State 
to remain peaceful and 
calm as the State House of  
Assembly resolve its crisis in 
no distance.

 “While I implore Ndi 
Ebonyi to continue to exercise 
restraint in the face of  serial 
flagrant abuse and insult to 
our collective sensibilities, 
I want to assure all Ebonyi 
people and residents that 
the Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly will soon sit to 
elect new Principal Officers 
and then continue with 
their legislative functions of  
lawmaking, oversight and 
representation.”

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Nwifuru

Okechukwu Okpo Aleke



How Bandits killed  2 at Umuguma
Police Division, bomb Obiozor's
house at Awo-mamma

ragic incidents have Tbeen unfortunately 
witnessed in Imo State 

at dawn last Saturday as 
unidentified hoodlums set 
ablaze Umuguma Police 
Division and home of  the 
P r e s i d e n t -  G e n e r a l  o f  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Prof. 
George Obiozor, on fire with 
grenades and petrol. The areas 
where these tragedies took 
place have been quite delicate 
with palpable fear of  invasion 
or carnage by police or army, 
as it has been the order of  the 
day in the state any time there 
is an incident as this.

The media has been awash 
since these incidents occurred 
especially when government 
brags that security challenges 
bedeviling the state had been 
arrested. These bandits, 
according to sources, stormed 
and struck Umuguma Police 
Division, Owerri West local 
government area, at the early 
hours of  Saturday, 19th 
March, 2022, killing 2 men 
identified to be members of  
Community Police, burning 
the office. Some automobiles 
parked around the building got 
burnt, prisoners set free with 
police officers living in 

apprehension.
News Echo observed that 

although, no person or group 
of  persons had claimed 
responsibility of  burning 
Obiozor's house at his country 
h o m e ,  A w o m a m m a  
community, Oru- East or the 
killing of  2 men, bombing of  
Umuguma Police Division 
and freeing of  prisoners as 
reported, but the Governor of  
Imo State, Hope Uzodimma, 
had accused the opposition of  
h i r i n g  t h e  g u n m e n  t o  
destabilize his government.

U z o d i m m a ,  w h o  
condemned the incident, 
reaffirmed his accusations at 
the opposition of  being behind 
criminality and insecurity 
dehumanizing citizens with 
the intent to make his 
administration ungovernable, 
dampen good leadership and 
thereby leaving him as an 
enemy of  the people. This is 
contained in a statement 
authored by his media aide 
and made available to the 
media. 

The Governor regretted 
that desperate politicians who 
he said believe in violence, 
have not surrendered despite 
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serial passionate appeal made 
to them on peace and security 
of  life and property,  saying the 
attack at the country home of  
Obiozor was cowardly- even as 
he vowed that the government 
is working closely with 
security agencies to fish out 
the perpetrators and their 
sponsors and punish them 
according to the law of  the 
state.

W h i l e  b e r a t i n g  t h e  
incessant resort to violence to 
settling political issues by 
some politicians, Uzodimma 
cautioned that his government 
would no longer condone such 
banditry. "The time of  those 
who unleash this kind of  
mayhem in the state is over. 
We shall hunt them down to 
face the full weight of  the law".

Uzodimma wondered why 
the gunmen should attack the 
home of  a man who is not a 
politician, but a statesman, 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  o p i n i o n  
moulders of  the region for the 
good of  Igbo race. He frowned 
it was shameful that both the 
sponsors and perpetrators of  
the violence deployed their 
wicked attack on an innocent 
human, commiserating with 
Obiozor as he assured Imo 
people that government will 
continue to protect them. The 
Governor only made threat to 
the  opposi t ion without  
offering tangible solution to 
t h e  s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n ge  
bedeviling the state and living 
the masses suffering, starving 
and languishing. 

However, an eyewitness 
had accounted that the 
Umuguma Police Division has 
been razed by gunmen who 
allegedly killed 2 persons who 

were said to be members of  
C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c e .  
"Gunmen, at the early hours 
o f  S a t u r d a y,  i n v a d e d  
Umuguma Police Station and 
killed two policemen on duty. 
The gunmen, who came as 
early as 2.00 am, shot 
sporadically at the police 
divisional headquar ters,  
Umuguma, Owerri West, 
burnt cars, houses and killed 
two policemen. They also set 
the prisoners free. One of  the 
policemen killed is an indigene 
of  Umuguma and a member 
of  the recently formed 
Community Police Outfit by 
the federal government to help 
check crime. He died instantly 
while the other policeman 
died in the hospital". 

Effort made to reach the 
police officer in charge of  that 
division was unsuccessful.

The people are asking the 
government to expedite action 
t o  c r e a t e  e m p l o y m e n t  
opportunities to productively 
engage the people, build 
working infrastructure such as 
electricity, road, healthcare, 
good market environment, 
standard and affordable 
education including award of  
bursary and scholarships to 
deserving and brilliant youths 
and students overseas on 
internship (trade), education 
and artisanship, saying such a 
m e a s u r e  w o u l d  s t e m  
insecurity in the state, because 
w h e n  t h e  y o u t h  a r e  
meaningfully engaged, they 
would not have time to do 
crime or any act of  violence.
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Deking Printing Hub offers
practical sessions to Nobleseed
Montessori School

News

Anambra monarch gives Obiano’s wife 7 days
to appease land for fighting Bianca Ojukwu
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Obi of  Awka An-
cient Kingdom, His 
Imperial Majesty, the 

Eze Uzu 111 of  Awka, Obi 
Austin Ndigwe, has given 
the immediate past governor 
of  Anambra State, Willie 
Obiano, Mrs. Ebele Obi-
ano, seven days ultimatum 
to appease the gods of  the 
land, for fighting widow of  
late Chief  Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, Mrs 
Bianca Ojukwu, or face se-
rous consequences.

Obi Ndigwe, said that by 
fighting the widow, Mrs Ebe-
lechukwu Obiano, has dese-
crated Awka land, according 
to the Custom and Tradition.

The monarch in a press re-
lease he signed and distribut-
ed to journalists in Awka, on 
Friday, said he has given Mrs 
Obiano seven days to public-
ly apologise to the entire Igbo 
people or face serious conse-
quences.

He said the actions of  the 
wife of  the former governor 

was sacrilegious, and that as 
the monarch of  the town, he 
will have to appease the gods 
of  Awka land to avoid calam-
ities.

The monarch also said: 
“She should also tender an 
unreserved apology to the 
new Governor of  Anambra 
State, Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo for her disgraceful 
conduct during his inaugu-
ration. The same should go 
for the chief  judge of  the 
state who was conducting 
the swearing in when she de-
scended.

“This grave sin was com-
mitted in the land of  Awka 
which is known for peace 
and unity.  Therefore,  as the 
traditional ruler of  the people 
and chief  custodian of  our 
culture I am under obligation 
to perform some sacrifices to 
cleanse our land of  this filth 
and pollution and to appease 
the gods.”

The Obi of  Awka said he 
has long spoken with Bianca 
Ojukwu who told him that 
what angered her was that 
Mrs Obiano walked up to her 
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TV, Radio Stations to shut down over
increasing fuel prices
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Broadcasting Or-
ganisation of  Nigeria 
(BON), has warned 

that the lingering fuel scarci-
ty in the country may force 
broadcast stations to shut 
down operations very soon.

This warning comes as a re-
sult of  the increase in costs of  
operation following the high 
cost of  petrol and diesel.

The body stated that the ris-
ing costs of  fuel and diesel has 
created huge shortfall for most 
stations thereby causing staff  
salaries being delayed.

It mentioned that the role of  
the broadcast stations as the 

most reliable source for infor-
mation, entertainment and 
public enlightenment, is under 
serious threat due to the biting 
economic situation.

Broadcast stations, through 
their programming, help to 
maintain stability, security and 
peace in the country, which 
makes it highly important to 
keep them afloat, BON add-
ed.

The Executive Secretary of  
BON, Dr Yemisi Bamgbose, 
said in a statement that if  
nothing was done to immedi-
ately reverse the current trend, 
the stations may be left with 
no other option than to cease 
operation, noting this would 
open the media space up for 

fake news.
The statement read, “There 

is a lingering scarcity of  pe-
troleum products and diesel, 
which fuels the generating sets 
of  these organisations, has 
more than doubled in price 
over the last four months.

“The value of  the Naira has 
tumbled so badly while re-
maining very scarce affecting 
the repairs and replacement 
of  broadcast equipment, all of  
which are imported.

“The National Broadcasting 
Commission’s levy of  2.5 % 
on turnover (not profit) out-
side of  Station License fees, 
Federal Statutory taxes, State 
and Local Government taxes 
and Levies combine to impose 
a huge burden on the retained 
revenues of  Broadcast Licen-
sees.

“All broadcast stations (Ra-
dio and Television, Private and 
Public) are supported by the 
same pool of  advertisers and 
while broadcast stations are in-
creasing in number, the adver-
tising spend has been reducing 
over the last ten years, owing to 
the dwindling economy, and 
this has adversely affected the 
income of  Broadcast Organi-
sations even as operating costs 
are increasing daily.

“Radio and Television sta-
tions typically need approx-
imately 500,000 to 700,000 
and 700,000 to 1,000,000 daily 
to run generators, which have 
become their main sources 
of  power supply, to maintain 
their transmissions and keep 
the equipment at the optimal 
temperatures necessary for the 
efficient performance and sus-

President Muhammadu Buhari represented by Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (centre), Deputy Governor, Prof  Placid 
Njoku (7th left), Executive Secretary/CEO NALDA Prince Paul Ikonne (5th right) and graduands of  Imo State Integrated Livestock 
Farm at Acharaubo Emekuku Owerri North LGA commissioned Friday by President Buhari.

and called her unprintable 
names,  including querying 
her presence at the swearing 
in the ceremony. 

He added that a study of  
the scenario showed that Mrs 
Obiano’s action was deliber-
ate, as she came very much 
prepared to disrupt the swear-

taining the projected lifespan 
of  their equipment.

“Broadcast media, being 
the source that public turn to 
for authenticating breaking 
news, must gather informa-
tion, produce programmes 
and transmit same to keep 
the public informed and en-
tertained. With diesel costs 
averaging more than N700 
per litre and having to resort to 
buying petrol, from the black 
market, at more than N2000 
per litre, Broadcast Organisa-
tions are recording such huge 
deficits that have resulted in 
staff  salaries being delayed. 
“These issues have to be ad-
dressed urgently to avoid the 
total shutdown of  operations 
by Broadcast Organisations, 
most of  whom have resort-
ed to reducing transmission 
hours. “Broadcast organisa-
tions that are, and have been 
for a while now, struggling to 
keep their stations on air are 
doing so in order to ensure un-
fettered access to verified and 
authentic information which 
helps to avoid the chaos that 
could arise from Fake News 
which could lead to public 
disorder.

“If  the issues raised above 
are not addressed immedi-
ately, it portends grave con-
sequences for the Nation as 
accurate, verified and infor-
mation dissemination, public 
enlightenment and entertain-
ment provided by convention-
al media organisations might 
no longer be available giving 
way to the uninhibited prolif-
eration of  fake news and un-
verified information.”

By Glory Ugochukwu 

I
n imparting young minds 
and exposing them to the 
practical aspect of  their 

studies, Deking Printing 
Hub has exposed the pupils 
of  Nobleseed Montessori 
School who had visited the 
place for an excursion dur-
ing the weekend to series 
of  practical sessions. The 
Basic 4 pupils of  Nobleseed 
Montessori School, accom-
panied by their class teachers 
were amazed on how big the 
Deking printing hub is.

They were shown round 
the Printing Hub sections by 
the management and were 
taught the various processes 
of  production in printing, 
having already learnt the the-
oretical aspect of  it in their 
curriculum.

The Manager of  Deking 
Printing Hub, Mrs. Peace 
Udoka also enriched the pu-
pils deeply with the practical 
aspect of  their curriculum as 
they witnessed and watched 
the operations of  the ma-
chines and their functional-
ities.

Deking Printing Hub is 
a well organized one stop 
printing place. Their ma-
chines are top notch and 
their operations are the best 
in town. They start your 
work to its finishing, espe-
cially that they take your 
flash and deliver to you your 
finished work

The teachers and the pu-

pils of  Nobleseed Montes-
sori were filled with excite-
ment and their appreciation 
knew no bound at the end of  
the excursion.

The manager of  the 
Deking Printing Hub 
thanked them for coming 
and also advised the pupils 
to concentrate on their stud-
ies and be good children as 
the excursion came to an 
end. Deking Printing Hub 
which is located in Owerri is 
the best in all kinds of  jobs 
like CTP, MoZ impression, 
Kord Impression, Direct Im-
age, Flex and so on.

ing in ceremony.
Ndigwe added that Mrs 

Obiano’s action was not 
only against Mrs Ojukwu, 
but against the late Ojukwu, 
who is the founder of  All 
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA, who his widow came 
to represent.

“It must be pointed out 
that Bianca was not at that 
ceremony as Bianca, but as 
a direct representative of  our 
late father and leader,  Chief  
Odumegwu Ojukwu,  her 
late husband who pioneered 
APGA. 

“Therefore,  Ebele’s action 
of  casting aspersion on her 
is an affront on the entire 
Igbo people. It was indeed on 
Odumegwu Ojukwu and not 
on Bianca as a person. This is 
an insult on Igbo and it must 
not go unpunished.

APC chieftain dumps party, joins PDP 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
chieftain of  All 
Progressive Con-
gress (APC) in 

Abia State, Chief  Amobi 
Ogah has quit his mem-
bership of  APC and joined 
its rival, the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP).

Amobi, who is a young-
er brother to the Minister 
of  State for Mines and 
Steel, Dr Uche Ogah an-
nounced this development 
at Ward 8, Uturu when 
he was received by the 
Chairman of  PDP Ward 8 
in Uturu, Hon. Romanus 
Iroogaranya and other 

members of  the PDP in 
the Uturu.

The new PDP member, 
who is aspiring to contest 
for the House of  Repre-
sentatives seat of  Isuk-
wuato/Umunneochi con-
stituency, is also aiming 
to end the 16-year reign 
of  Hon Nkeiruka Onyeji-
ocha.

Giving reasons for his 
resignation from APC, 
Amobi Ogah attributed 
the decision to pressure 
from his supporters and 
kinsmen, promising to 
maintain his philanthrop-
ic activities even in his 
new party. Oga described 
PDP as a party of  unity, 

hence his decision to join.
Receiving Ogah into 

PDP, the Ward 8 Chair-
man of  the umbrella par-
ty, Hon. Romanus Iroog-
aranya described Ogah’s 
entrance as a big victory 
for PDP, declaring that 
the PDP which is a grass-
roots organization, would 
sweep elections in Uturu, 
Isukwuato, Umunneochi 
and all parts of  Abia State.

The councillor repre-
senting Ward 8 Uturu, 
Hon Onyegbule Godwin 
expressed the joy that 
Amobi Ogah’s entrance 
would strengthen the par-
ty the more in Isukwuato 
and the entire Abia North.
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 News Analysis

Ebonyi Assembly member blasts 
Speaker for declaring seat vacant
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he member repre-
senting Ishielu North 
Constituency at the 
Ebonyi State House 

of  Assembly, Hon. Ali Oke-
chukwu Kizito has criticized 
the speaker, Francis Nwifuru 
and 15 others who have been 
sacked by a federal High court 
in Abuja for declaring his seat 
vacant.

He said the speaker and 15 
others sacked by the court  had 
no right to invade the assembly 
complex and illegally as well as 
unconstitutionally declared his  
seat and three 3 PDP lawmak-
ers vacant.

Ali, said Nwifuru and 15 
former lawmakers effectively 
resigned their positions on de-
fection from the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party, (PDP) to the All 
Progressives party. (APC)

He  blamed the ex-lawmak -
ers for attempting to get con-
flicting order at the State High 
court 3 in  Abakaliki, which 
was refused by the judge.

He explained further that 
the speaker went ahead and 
convoked a kangaroo sitting 
wherein they unconstitutional 
declared the seats of  3 mem-
bers of  PDP vacant.

The lawmaker, made this 
known in a statement signed 
and made available to journal-
ists in Abakaliki the capital of  
Ebonyi state on Thursday.

The statement reads in parts: 
“On March 8, 2022 the whole 
of  Ebonyi State erupted in 
spontaneous jubilation as the 
news of  the removal from of-
fice of  The former  speaker 
Ebonyi State House of  Assem-
bly Rt. Hon. Francis Ogbonna 
Nwifuru and other 15 former 
members should vacate their 
office for illegally occupying 
their office after their defec-
tion to All progressive congress 
APC spread across the country. 

“A Federal High Court sit-
ting in Abuja had, in a suit filed 
to challenge the continued stay 
in office of  these Former Hon-
orable Members after their de-
fection to the APC, in suit No. 
FHC/CS/1041/2021 between 
Peoples Democratic Party vs 
Independent National Elector-
al Commission & 20 Ors that 
they had illegally occupied the 
offices after their defection. 

“In other words, and by the 
operation of  the law, The for-
mer Speaker Francis Ogbonna 
Nwifuru and the 15 former 
lawmakers, effectively resigned 
their positions perhaps in pur-

suit of  loftier political objec-
tives but instead of  pursuing 
what is after them, they went 
on in attempt to get conflicting 
order at High court 3 Abaka-
liki which was refused by the 
judge went on a kangaroo and 
unconstitutional arrangement 
born out of  illegality and sat 
with his co former Honorable 
member declaring my seat and 
2 other members of  the State 
house of  Assembly vacant on 
the ground that we resigned 
our position which is not true 
and has no backing of  the law 
as such arrangement is illegal, 
criminally minded and mis-
leading the public.

“I wish to reassure my con-
stituents of  my unflinching 
commitment to same and fur-
ther promise to do all that is 
legally possible to ensure that 
every resident of  my constitu-
ency is not only free, but enjoys 
a conducive environment for 
business and pleasure. The bat-
tle to rescue the Ebonyi State 
House Of  Assembly from tyr-
anny and oppression has only 
just begun and i must brace up 
to confront the evil and nar-
cissistic elements in the land 
headlong. With God on my  
side and your unflinching sup-
port, victory is already in sight.

“It is of  utmost important to 
note that we are 8 members of  
Ebonyi State House of  Assem-
bly today going by the court 
verdicts as the other 15 former 
members including the former 
speaker had resigned their po-
sition and that made their seats 
vacant for defecting from PDP 
to APC and these members of  
the House of  Assembly and 
members of  PDP are on a se-
rious mission to reposition the 
house of  Assembly and our 
God given State salt of  the Na-
tion.

“I remains the Honorable 
Member Representing the good 

people of  Ishielu North Con-
stituency and did not nor will 
ever resign my position which 
is the confidence bestowed on 
me by the good people of  Ish-
ielu North constituency which 
cannot be taking for granted 
and my seat thereto is intact as 
I vouch to ensure an adequate 
representation.

“I note with utter dismay 
the unruly and irresponsible 
manner the erstwhile Speaker 
and his other 15 former House 
members parades themselves 

even when it is not within the 
purview of  the Law as same 
action and in action of  the said 
former speaker is born out of  
illegality. 

“I urge my Constituents to 
remain calm even in the face 
of  continued brazen provoca-
tion and continue to discoun-
tenance the chicanery of  these 
lawless crew. They will soon be 
history. My constituents and 
indeed Ebonyians should note 
that ex-Speaker and other 15 
former members have neither 

been granted any stay of  exe-
cution of  the declaratory or-
ders of  the court nor have they 
been successfully appealed the 
judgement. 

“All they have  done is to ap-
ply for stay of  execution and 
file a notice of  appeal; neither 
of  which can act as a stay of  ex-
ecution. Similarly, the different 
court papers emanating from 
some state high courts cannot 
and do not confer any impri-
matur of  a stay of  execution 
as I and my dear colleagues 
remain the only recognized 
and Lawful Present Honora-
ble Members of  Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly.

The Lawmaker said that 
“Ogbonna Francis Nwifuru, 
Victor Ozioma Chukwu, King-
sley Ikoro, Benjamin Ezeoma, 
Joseph Ununu, Nkemka Oko-
ro Onuma, Anthony Nwegede, 
Chinwe Nwachukwu, Onu 
Nwonye, Friday Nwuhuo, Mo-
ses Odunwa, Chinedu Awo, 
Chinedu Onah, Chukwuma 
Igwe and Chukwu Arinze Lu-
cas are no longer members of  
Ebonyi State House of  Assem-
bly as they had since resigned 
their position by defecting 
from PDP to APC”,  it stated.

Gov. Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State.

I urge my Constituents to remain calm even in the face of  
continued brazen provocation and continue to discountenance 
the chicanery of these lawless crew. They will soon be history. 

My constituents and indeed Ebonyians should note that ex-Speaker 
and other 15 former members have neither been granted any stay of 
execution of the declaratory orders of the court nor have they been 
successfully appealed the judgement. All they have  done is to apply 
for stay of execution and file a notice of appeal; neither of which 
can act as a stay of execution. Similarly, the different court papers 
emanating from some state high courts cannot and do not confer any 
imprimatur of a stay of execution as I and my dear colleagues remain 
the only recognized and Lawful Present Honorable Members of Eb-

onyi State House of Assembly 

“
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Foreign News

‘Do the right thing’: How US and
its allies united to punish Putin

J
ust days before Russia 
invaded Ukraine on Feb-
ruary 24, President Joe 
Biden quietly dispatched a 

team to European Union head-
quarters in Belgium.

These were not spy chiefs or 
generals, but experts in reading 
fine print and tracking the flow 
of  money, computer chips and 
other goods around the world. 
Their mandate: inflict maxi-
mum pain on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, making it hard-
er, if  not impossible, for him to 
fund a prolonged war in Ukraine 
and denying him access to tech-
nologies at the core of  modern 
warfare.

Biden quietly dispatched a 
team to NATO headquarters in 
Belgium just days before Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24. 
What emerged from the meet-
ings was an export ban and 
the groundwork to immobilize 
about half  the foreign holdings 
of  Russia’s central bankThere 
were intense meetings in Febru-
ary in Brussels, Paris, London 
and Berlin, often running six 
hours at a time as the allies tried 
to craft the details of  a historic 
economic blockade, according 
to Biden administration offi-
cials.

Some of  the exports the U.S. 
wanted to ban were met with re-
luctance by the Europeans, who 
would essentially be telling their 
own companies to forgo several 
billion dollars in annual reve-
nues from Russia.

When there was a deadlock, 
U.S. negotiators would put 
Commerce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo on the phone.

“You can say ‘no’ now, but 
when the body bags are coming 
out of  Ukraine, you’re not going 
to want to be a holdout,” Rai-
mondo said she told allied coun-
terparts. “Do the right thing.”

Raimondo said what ultimate-
ly drove the agreement to an 
export ban and the groundwork 
to immobilize about half  the for-
eign holdings of  Russia’s central 
bank, was the threat of  Putin’s 
imminent attack on Ukraine. 
(AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
Raimondo said what ultimately 
drove the agreement and the fast 
timeline was the threat of  Putin’s 
imminent attack on Ukraine.

“We all got religion fast that it 
was time to band together and 
stick together,” she said. “If  you 
cause enough pain, isolate Pu-
tin, it will bring this war to an 
end.”

The wealthiest nations in the 
world - outside of  China - are di-
rectly confronting Putin on their 
preferred terms. They have im-
posed sanctions in which their 
strengths intersect with Russia’s 
vulnerabilities. Russia is reli-
ant on the U.S., the EU, Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan for 

President Joe Biden speaks in the South Court Auditorium on the White House campus in 
Washington. 

cutting-edge technologies and in-
vestment, so the allies decided to 
cut Moscow off.

It’s a strategic play designed to 
trap Putin in a downward spiral, 
as foreign investors pull out their 
money in response to the atroci-
ties. It’s also a remarkable show 
of  unity that could be tested in 
the coming weeks by the allies’ 
own dependence on fossil fuels.

A group of  economists esti-
mated Thursday that EU coun-
tries have transferred more than 
13.3 billion Euros ($14.7 billion) 
to Russia for oil, natural gas and 
coal since the war began, essen-
tially funding Putin’s war ma-
chine.

While the allied talks in the 
lead-up to the war were criti-
cal, the EU was not just waiting 
around for U.S. direction to act. 
Bloc members had been consult-
ing for months.

The Russian flag flies outside 
the Embassy of  Russia in Wash-
ington, Feb. 24, 2022. The Unit-
ed States and allies are stepping 
up sanctions against Russia over 
its invasion of  Ukraine. One EU 
diplomat, speaking on condition 
of  anonymity to discuss internal 
talks, outlined in an interview 
as far back as January potential 
penalties that included the ex-
port ban, noting that the EU had 
held together its coalition on en-
forcing sanctions since Russia’s 
2014 occupation of  parts of  the 
Donbas region in Ukraine.

But this time, the U.S. and EU 
responded to Russia’s aggression 
with a novel set of  policies to 
cripple Putin’s ability to fight by 
denying it access to the semicon-
ductors, computers, telecommu-
nications equipment, lasers and 
sensors integral to war materiel.

This is a supply chain squeeze 
that will force Russia to raid ex-
isting airplanes, tanks and other 
gear for spare parts - essentially 
eroding its military and econom-
ic capacity. The same U.S. and 
EU officials dealing with their 
own supply chain challenges af-
ter the pandemic found a way to 
amplify the problem for Russia 
through trade regulations.

In a sign of  early success, U.S. 
officials point to the closing of  
Lada auto plants in Russia and 
the more than 300 companies 
that have stopped doing business 
with Russia. The companies are 
not just Starbucks, but chipmak-
ers such as Germany’s Infineon 
that said it stopped all direct and 
indirect deliveries to Russia as 
well as technical support.

Within days of  the invasion, 
the allies blocked the foreign 
assets of  Russia’s central bank. 
Two senior Biden administra-
tion officials, who were not au-
thorized to publicly discuss the 
strategy planning and spoke on 
condition of  anonymity. said this 
option was not initially present-
ed to allies out of  concern that 

Russia could move its money 
ahead of  time.

They waited to present the as-
set freeze until the invasion start-
ed and the images of  bombings 
and death compelled the Eu-
ropeans to almost immediately 
agree.

In the days since the West im-
posed sanctions on Russia over 
its invasion of  Ukraine, ordinary 
Russians are feeling the painful 
effects - from payment systems 
that won’t operate and problems 
withdrawing cash to not being 
able to purchase certain items. 
The freeze rendered half  of  the 
more than $600 billion in Putin’s 
war chest unusable. While the 
Russian stock market has been 
closed and the value of  the ruble 
has plunged, the sanctions are 
designed so that the financial ef-
fects tightens over time.

As long as Ukraine is able to 
hold out with military aid against 
severe casualties, the sanctions 
will do more to exhaust Putin.

EU Commission Vice Pres-
ident Valdis Dombrovskis on 
Thursday praised the “very good 
coordination” among nations 
and said the sanctions “are bit-
ing hard. Russia’s financial mar-
kets are close to collapse.” He 
also noted that the sanctions cre-
ate costs for the allies, though the 
price is much less than the con-
sequences of  the war spreading.

Yet with every new round of  

sanctions, the unity of  the 27 EU 
members is tested ever more. If  
imposing a ban on Russian oil 
and gas comes up, Germany and 
Italy, both heavily dependent 
on Russian energy, will be in a 
tough spot to contain the drive of  
several eastern member nations 
like Poland and the Baltic states 
that want to hit Putin as hard as 
possible as soon as possible.

The U.S. is less dependent 
on Russian oil and natural gas, 
making it easier for Biden to ban 
those imports earlier this month.

There is also the risk that the 
sanctions will fail to stop Putin 
or that Russia can still find ways 
to bring goods into its economy. 
Trade data analyzed by Import-
Genius show that China sup-
planted Germany in 2021 as the 
leading source of  exports to Rus-
sia - and U.S. officials say that 
Russia has solicited help from 
the Chinese government.

On Twitter, Olivier Blanchard, 
former chief  economist at the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and 
now a fellow at the Peterson In-
stitute of  International Econom-
ics, equated the sanctions to the 
bombing of  German factories 
during World War II.

Those bombings disrupted the 
German war machine in ways 
that made it impossible to pro-
long an extended fight — and 
economists had a role in choos-
ing the targets.

For all that has been done, 
question remain about whether 
it is enough.

Blanchard recommends ex-
panding the export controls 
from defense-related production 
to “anything which disorganiz-
es production” in the Russian 
economy. If  Russian-made re-
frigerators need a gasket made in 
the EU, restricting access to that 
gasket makes it harder for the 
Russian economy to function, 
he said.

Tania Babina, a finance profes-
sor at Columbia University who 
was born in Ukraine, said that 
sanctions tend not to stop dicta-
tors and she warned that Putin 
might ultimately become even 
more entrenched unless the U.S. 
and EU take more aggressive ac-
tion. She said Europeans need to 
add sanctions that ban the use of  
Russian oil and natural gas.

“He is going to throw 
everything to win, will send his 
grandma to fight if  needed,” 
Babina said. “He cannot lose 
Ukraine. That is why it is so par-
amount to cut off  Russia’s ener-
gy export revenues.”

But Babina noted that there is 
another far more chilling cost to 
the allied strategy of  sanctions: 
Ukrainian lives.

“How many people do we let 
die before Putin runs out of  as-
sets?” she asked. 



Cr   me Watch

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
A g e n c y  

(NDLEA) has arrested a 
52-year-old father of  four, 
O k e k e  A d o l p h u s  
Anayochukwu,  with  
black liquid cocaine at the 
N n a m d i  A z i k i w e  
International Airport 
(NAIA).

u n m e n  a t  t h e 

Gw e e k e n d 
m u r d e r e d  a 

horticulturist, Kingsley 
Nwachukwu, at Nweke 
market square in Nkwerre 
c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e 
N k w e r r e  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Imo 
State. 

It was gathered that 
the fleeing gunmen had 
finished robbing a nearby 
trader and were fleeing 
when they opened fire at a 
g roup of  young men 
hanging out at a nearby 
pub. 

Nwachukwu, who 
hailed from Amaegbu 
Umulolo village, was hit 
by one of  the stray bullets 
released by the criminals 
and died on the spot. 

A community leader 
who pleaded anonymity 
told our correspondent on 
Sunday that the killing of  
N w a c h u k w u  c a u s e d 
unease in the community.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
community leader was 
angry that one of  its 
promising young men was 

k i l l e d  i n  s u c h  a 
circumstance, noting that 
the incident had been 
reported at a police station 
in the area. 

The community also 
disclosed that the remains 
of  Nwachukwu, who wore 
a white coloured cloth, 
had been evacuated from 
the scene of  the crime.

H e  s a i d , 
“Nwachukwu is a member 
of  the last Age Grade in 

wo persons have Tbeen arrested by the 
p o l i c e  i n  O g u n 

State for allegedly killing a 
commercial motorcyclist 
after snatching his bike.

T h e  s u s p e c t s , 
H a m m e d  I s m a i l  a n d 
O s o b a  Ya k u b u ,  we r e 
nabbed after a report was 
lodged at Sango divisional 
headquarters on Tuesday 
by one Saliu Buhari.

The said Saliu had told 
the police that his 25-year-
old son, Yusuf  Buhari, who 

he said left home with his 
bike a day earlier, had been 
f o u n d  d e a d  i n  a n 
uncompleted building at 
Araromi village, via Ilogbo 
town, without his bike.

Upon the report, the 
D P O  o f  S a n g o  O t a 
division, SP Saleh Dahiru, 
was said to have detailed 
detectives to the scene to 
evacuate the corpse and 
handed same to the family, 
having insisted that he 
should be buried according 
to Islamic rites.

To unravel the mystery 
behind the bike rider's 
d e a t h ,  t h e  p o l i c e,  i n 
collaboration with men of  
the So-Safe Corps and local 
vigilantes, had embarked 
o n  t e c h n i c a l  a n d 
i n t e l l i g e n c e - b a s e d 
investigation.

The Ogun State police 
spokesperson, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, said the efforts of  
the security agents led to 
t h e  a r r e s t  o f  I s m a i l 
H a m m e d  w i t h  t h e 
motorcycle of  the victim.

“His arrest led to the 
a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  h i s 
a c c o m p l i c e ,  O s o b a 
Yakubu,” Oyeyemi said on 
Sunday.

According to him, “the 
suspects have confessed to 
the commission of  the 
crime,” saying “they are 

helping the police in their 
investigation.”

Meanwhile, the Ogun 
State Commissioner of  
Police, Lanre Bankole, has 
directed the immediate 
transfer of  the suspects to 
the state CIID for discreet 
investigation.

A m a e g b u  v i l l a g e  i n 
Nkwerre community. The 
name of  the Age Grade is 
Umunawuike. It is just one 
year now the Age Grade 
was officially inaugurated 
in the community. This is 
one death too many.” 

A lifeless photo of  the 
victim was seen circulating 
on a section of  social 
media in the state. 

The spokesperson for 
the police in the state, 
Micheal Abattam, had yet 
to respond to an inquiry 
concerning the incident. 

six smaller bags containing 
32-makeup mascara, which 
tested positive for cocaine.

“Married with four 
children, the indigene of  
Oraifiti in Akwusigo local 
g o ve r n m e n t  a r e a  o f  
Anambra State claims he 
was a businessman dealing 
in children wares before 
delving into the illicit drug 
business. He claimed he met 
the person who gave him the 
consignment to deliver in 
Nigeria for a fee of  Two 
Million (N2, 000,000) 
Naira at a drinking joint in 
Brazil ,” the Agency's  
spokesman said.

He added that in other 
operations across the 
country, different quantities 
of  various drugs were 
recovered from suspects.

The statement reads, 
“At least three persons: 
To n y  S a m s o n ,  P a u l  
Adamu, and Reuben Waziri 

Director, Media and 
A dvo c a c y,  N D L E A  
Headquarters, Abuja, 
Femi Babafemi, who 
d i sc losed  th i s  in  a  
statement on Sunday, said 
this was the first time such 
has happened.

B a b a f e m i  s a i d  
Okeke, who claimed to be 
a businessman, was 

were arrested in Kaduna on 
Friday 18th March with 
18,380 tablets of  Tramadol, 
and 12,500 tablets of  
Diazepam and Exol-5 
tablets.

In Anambra, NDLEA 
operatives on Thursday 
17th March intercepted a 
bus with reg. No AGU 460 
ZW, at  Obosi  br idge 
heading to Aba, Abia state 
from Onitsha. Upon search, 
seven and half  jumbo sacks 
of  cannabis weighing 362kg 
were recovered while the 
driver, Ifeanyi Anyamele 
admitted to being the owner 
of  the drug exhibits.

“The previous day, 
Wednesday 16th March, 
narcotic officers in Ogun 
state recovered 865.2kg of  
cannabis sativa around 
Otapele- Obada road in 
Imeko-Afon LGA. The 
consignment was brought 
in from Benin Republic on 

a r r e s t e d  w i t h  2 0 . 7 5  
kilograms of  black liquid 
cocaine on Tuesday 15th 
March upon his arrival at 
the Abuja airport onboard 
Qatar Airways flight from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil through 
Doha, Qatar to Abuja.

He said the liquid was 
discovered upon search of  
his two luggage stuffed with 

motorbikes for onward 
transportation to Lagos 
and Abeokuta.

“Same day, operatives 
in the state arrested Bello 
Ibrahim, 38, with 312.4kg 
of  cannabis Sativa at 
Ogere tollgate, Ikenne 
LGA.

“While commending 
officers and men of  the 
NAIA, Kaduna, Anambra 
a n d  O g u n  s t a t e  
Commands of  the Agency 
for their vigilance and 
d i l i g e n c e ,  
C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed 
Buba  Marwa  (Re td )  
charged them and their 
counterparts across the 
country to always remain 
steps ahead of  the tricks of  
drug traffickers and the 
barons.”
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o c i o - E c o n o m i c 

SR i g h t s  a n d 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 

Project (SERAP) has urged 
President Muhammadu 
Buhar i  to  “d i rec t  the 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  
Ju s t i c e  M r  A b u b a k a r 
M a l a m i ,  S A N ,  a n d 
appropriate anti-corruption 
agencies to promptly and 
thoroughly investigate how 
over N11 trillion meant to 
provide regular electricity 
supply has been allegedly 
s q u a n d e r e d  b y 
governments since 1999.”

SERAP said: “Anyone 
suspected to be responsible 
should face prosecution as 
appropriate, if  there is 
s u f f i c i e n t  a d m i s s i b l e 
evidence, and any missing 
public funds should be 
traced and fully recovered.”

SERAP also urges him 
t o  “ r e f e r  t o  t h e 
International Criminal 
Court all unimplemented 
reports of  corruption in the 
electricity sector gathering 
dust on the shelves, and to 
arrest and surrender those 
named in the reports to the 
court for prosecution.”

S E R A P ' s  l e t t e r 
followed the collapse of  the 
national grid, which has 
plunged the country into 
total darkness. Generation 
capacity has dropped to 
2,000 megawatts  with 
about 14 power plants 
shutting down.

In the letter dated 19 
March, 2022 and signed by 
SERAP deputy director 
Kolawole Oluwadare, the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  s a i d : 
“Nigerians have for far too 
long been denied justice 
and the opportunity to get 
to the bottom of  why they 
continue to pay the price for 
corruption in the electricity 
sector–staying in darkness, 
but still made to pay crazy 
electricity bills.”

SERAP said: “The 
staggering amounts of  
public funds alleged to have 
been stolen over the years in 
the electricity sector have 
had catastrophic effects on 
the lives of  millions of  
Nigerians, akin to crimes 
against humanity against 
the Nigerian people.”

According to SERAP, 
“ I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e 
allegations of  missing N11 
trillion electricity funds, 
prosecut ing suspected 
perpetrators and recovering 
any missing public funds 
would end a culture of  
impunity. It would also 

address persistent collapse 
of  the electricity grid, and 
improve access to and 
affordability of  electricity 
in the country.”

The letter, read in part: 
“The situation will not 
improve unless you fulfil 
your campaign promises to 
probe corruption in the 
electricity sector, prosecute 
perpetrators, and recover 
any missing public funds.”

“Corruption in the 
electricity sector and the 
lack of  transparency and 
accountability in the use of  
public funds to support the 
operations of  DISCOS 
have resulted in regular 
blackouts, electricity grid 
collapse, and unlawful hike 
in electricity tariffs.”

“Corruption in the 
electricity sector has also 
c o n t i n u e d  t o 
disproportionately affect 
the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable sectors of  the 
population who cannot 
readily afford expensive 
generators in order to have 
a reliable power supply.”

“Your government has 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d 
international obligations to 
e n s u r e  r e g u l a r  a n d 
uninterrupted supply of  
electricity, even in times of  
resource constraints.”

“SERAP urges you to 
u r g e n t l y  i m p l e m e n t 
documented reports of  
cases of  corruption in the 
electr ic i ty sector,  and 
ensure full accountability 
and restitution.”

“We would be grateful 
i f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d 
measures are taken within 7 
days of  the receipt and/or 
publication of  this letter. If  
we have not heard from you 
by then, SERAP shall 
consider appropriate legal 
actions to compel your 
government to comply with 
our request in the public 
interest.”

“ T h e  f a i l u r e  o f  
successive governments 
a n d  h i g h - r a n k i n g 
government officials to 
prevent corruption in the 
electricity sector and to 
b r i n g  s u s p e c t e d 
perpetrators to justice is the 
pr imar y  cause  o f  the 
persistent crisis in the 
electricity sector, including 
t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  
electricity consumers, and 
collapse of  the electricity 
grid.”

“SERAP notes that in 
your inaugural speech on 
May 29, 2015 you stated 
that, 'it is a national shame 

that an economy of  180 
million generates only 
4,000MW, and distributes 
even less. We will not allow 
this to go on.' The national 
grid collapse suggests that 
th i s  p romise  r emains 
unfulfilled.”

“ T h e  A f r i c a n 
Commission on Human 
and Peoples' Rights has 
adjudged the failure of  the 
States to provide basic 
services such as electricity 
as violating the right to 
health.”

“Corrupt officials and 
corrupt contractors in the 
electricity sector know well 
t h a t  t h e i r  c o n d u c t  i s 
criminal and injurious, and 
the denial of  human dignity 
coupled with a radical 
breach of  solemn trust, 
aggravate their alleged 
crime.”

“ C i t i z e n s  a r e 
frustrated at persistent 
allegations of  corruption in 
the sector, and the impacts 
on their human rights. 
Prosecuting perpetrators 
would address the grave 
travesty that has for many 
years occurred in the power 
sector.”

“ I m p u n i t y  f o r 
corruption in the electricity 
sector has for many years 
forced ordinary Nigerians 
to stay in darkness, but still 
m a d e  t o  p a y  c r a z y 
electricity bills.”

“ S u c c e s s i v e 
governments have failed to 
increase power generation 
and provide Nigerians with 
regular and uninterrupted 
electricity supply, with 
many electricity contracts 
shrouded in secrecy, and 
trillions of  Naira going 
down the drain.”

“ I m p u n i t y  f o r 
corruption in the electricity 
sector will continue as long 
as high-ranking public 
o f f i c i a l s  g o  l a r g e l y 
u n p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r 
alleged crimes. It is by 
pursuing these allegations 
and taking the evidence 
before the court that the 
truth will be revealed and 
justice best served.”

“ T h e  f a i l u r e  b y 
successive governments to 
tell Nigerians the truth 
a b o u t  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
corruption in the power 
sector amounts to a failure 
to ensure that electricity 
services are progressively 
made available, on the basis 
o f  equa l i t y  and  non -
discrimination.”

“The details of  the 
m i s s i n g  N 1 1  t r i l l i o n 

trillion in the next decade 
g i v e n  t h e  r a t e  o f  
Government investment 
and funding in the power 
sector amidst dwindling 
for tune and recur rent 
revenue shortfalls.”

“SERAP also urges 
y o u  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y 
implement the judgment by 
Justice Chuka Austine 
Obiozor in suit number 
F H C / L / C S / 1 0 5 / 1 9 
w h i c h  o r d e r e d  y o u r 
government to immediately 
publ i sh  the  names  of  
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e 
w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  t h e 
c o n t r a c t o r s  p a i d  b y 
governments since 1999 to 
carry out electricity projects 

e l e c t r i c i t y  f u n d s  a r e 
contained in a SERAP 
r e p o r t  t i t l e d :  F r o m 
Darkness to Darkness: 
How Nigerians are paying 
the Price for Corruption in 
the Electricity Sector.”

“According to the 
report, the total estimated 
financial loss to Nigeria 
from corruption in the 
electricity sector starting 
f r o m  t h e  r e t u r n  t o 
democracy in 1999 to date 
is over N11 trillion. This 
represents public funds, 
private equity and social 
investment (or divestments) 
in the power sector.”

“It is estimated that the 
loss may reach over N20 

h e  N i g e r i a n TNational Petroleum 
Company Limited is 

to deduct N242.53bn as 
subsidy on Premium Motor 
Spirit, popularly called 
petrol, from the Federation 
Account this month. 

Although it described 
t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b s i dy 
d e d u c t i o n  a s  a  va l u e 
shortfall, the oil firm stated 
that the fund would be 
recovered from February 
2022 proceeds due for 
sharing in the March 2022 
F e d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t 
Al locat ion Committee 
meeting. 

The NNPC disclosed 
this in its latest presentation 
to the FAAC meeting, 
which was obtained by our 
correspondent in Abuja on 
Friday. 

It said, “The December 
2 0 2 1  v a l u e  s h o r t f a l l 
recovery on the importation 
o f  P M S  a m o u n t e d  t o 
N210.38bn.

“The recovery consists 
of  December 2021 value 
shortfall of  N176.48bn plus 
the  outs tanding  va lue 
s h o r t f a l l  r e c ove r y  o f  
N33.9bn accrued over the 
2021 year. The November 
2 0 2 1  s p o t  a r r e a r s  o f  
N 9 8 . 8 1 b n  i s  a l s o 
outstanding. 

“The estimated value 
shortfall of  N242.53bn 
(consisting of  N143.72bn 
for January 2022 recovery 
plus November spot arrears 
of  N98.81bn) is  to be 
recovered from February 
2022  p roceed  due  fo r 
sharing at the March 2022 
FAAC meeting.” 

Recall that in February 
t h i s  y e a r,  t h e  N N P C 
remit ted no money to 
FAAC due to its huge fuel 
subs idy  spend ing  and 
subsequent deduction from 

the Federation Account. 
On March 3, 2022, state 

governors lambasted the 
NNPC for not remitting any 
funds at last month's FAAC 
meeting. 

The Chairman of  the 
Nigeria Governors' Forum 
and Governor of  Ekiti State, 
Kayode Fayemi, had also 
wondered how the oil firm 
was bold enough to declare 
profit when it had not been 
m e e t i n g  i t s  F A A C 
obligations. 

Fayemi had disclosed 
t h i s  a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r 
g ove r n o r s  d u r i n g  t h e 
Nigerian Governors' Forum 
session on natural resources 
at the Nigeria International 
Energy Summit 2022 in 
Abuja. 

He specifically pointed 
o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t 
Fe d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t s 
Al locat ion Committee 
meeting in February, the 
N N P C  m a d e  z e r o 
remittance to the federation. 

“We've just had the 
Fe d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t s 
Al locat ion Committee 
meeting a couple of  days 
a g o  a n d  t h e  N N P C 
contributed zero to the 
Federation Accounts this 
month,” the governor had 
stated. 

Va r i o u s  i n d u s t r y 
o p e r a t o r s  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that unless 
the fuel subsidy regime was 
halted, the deductions 
might continue, as NNPC 
had been the sole importer 
of  petrol into Nigeria for 
m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  ye a r s 
running.

The oil firm had also 
been shouldering the cost of  
subsidy on petrol all these 
years. The actual cost of  the 
commodity is far higher 
than the approved N162-
N165/litre pump price.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t , 
Petroleum Products Retail 
Outlets owners Association 
of  Nigeria, Billy Gillis-
Harry, explained that the 
actual cost of  petrol without 
subsidy was usually a little 
higher than that of  diesel. 

He stated that if  not for 
subsidy, PMS would be 
selling around N550 to 
N600/litre going by the rise 
in crude price. 

T h e  a p p r o v e d 
subsidised pump price of  
PMS in Nigeria is between 
N162 to N165/litre, but oil 
marketers stated that the 
actual cost should be a little 
higher or about the same 
price of  diesel had it been 
PMS was deregulated. 

T h e  P E T R O A N 
president further stated that 
the N3tn that was projected 
by  the  gover nment  as 
subsidy spending in 2022 
might double before the end 
of  the year if  the crude oil 
price continues to rise. 

Meanwhile, in NNPC's 
latest presentation to FAAC 
seen in Abuja on Friday, the 
firm stated that its overall 
crude oil lifting of  8.13 
million barrels (export and 
d o m e s t i c  c r u d e )  i n 
December 2021 recorded 
2.21 per cent decrease 
relative to the 8.31 million 
barrels lifted in November 
2021. 

It said Nigeria recorded 
an average production of  
1.31 million barrels in 
December 2021, adding that 
crude oil export revenue 
received in January 2022 
amounted to $2.23m. 

The report stated that 
the sum of  N253.36bn was 
the gross domestic crude oil 
and gas revenue for the 
month of  January 2022. 

across the country but 
d i sappeared  wi th  the 
money without executing 
any projects.”

“The enforcement of  
t h e  j u d g m e n t  c o u l d 
p o t e n t i a l l y  r e v e a l 
individuals, contractors, 
and companies allegedly 
responsible for squandering 
over N11 trillion meant to 
provide regular electricity 
supply under successive 
governments, lead to the 
prosecution of  suspected 
perpetrators, and recovery 
of  any missing public 
funds.”

The letter was copied 
to Mr Malami.
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Umahi’s sack: 
Ohanaeze slams Wike 
over boastful comments 

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has 
described the 

comments of  Rivers 
State Governor, Ezenwo 
Nyesom Wike of  him 
being responsible 
and involved in the 
sacking of  Ebonyi State 
Governor, Dave Umahi 
by a Federal High Court 
as verbal diarrhoea that 
will surely destroy his 
political career.

A statement by 
Ohanaeze was in 
reaction to a viral 
video in which it 
said Wike claimed to 
have masterminded 
the Federal High 
Court ruling that had 

Governor Umahi sacked 
from office.

The apex Igbo socio-
cultural group said 
that Wike’s statements 
in all national issues 
are worrisome and 
sends a serious 
signal of  tyrannical 
predispositions that 
likely will wreck his 
political career to a 
disastrous end.

In a statement signed 
by Mazi Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro, Secretary-
General, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo worldwide, 
the group said that 
any Governor who is 
instrumental to displace 
a fellow Governor will 
be labeled as the new 
version of  Idi Amin 
Dada of  Nigeria, who 

derived happiness in 
other people’s pains and 
tragedies.

Ohanaeze said it is 
marveled at how anyone 
could claim to have 
publicly manipulated the 
judiciary towards getting 
a favorable verdict just 
to score cheap political 
goals and popularity.

“We are reviewing 
the legal implications 
of  Governor Wike’s 
vexatious outbursts of 
being instrumental in 
the Abuja High Court 
Judgments that sacked 
Ebonyi Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and 
House of  Assembly 
members. 

“Our suspicion was 
reinforced by the open 
standpoint of  Governor 

Wike in Ebonyi 
leadership crisis, this 
is a confirmation that 
there is a grand hooligan 
and rogue operation 
to destabilize South-
East, but unfortunately 
coming from a man who 
denied his identity as an 
Igbo.

“The massacre of 
Igbos in Obigbo (Oyibo) 
in Rivers State is still 
fresh in our minds 
and the sponsors of 
the grand scheme and 
conspiracy to remove 
the Ebonyi Governor 
remains a subversive and 
provocative invasion 
aimed at distracting 
the South-East from 
the 2023 presidential 
election.”

Ohanaeze said it 

is aware of  the fact 
that that Appeal and 
Supreme Courts will 
weigh the Abuja High 
court judgment against 
Umahi, but demanded 
to know for how long 
will Governor Wike 
continue to use locals to 
quarrel the Governors 
of  Ebonyi and Edo.

“How long will Wike 
realize that he should be 
a shining light of  PDP 
and Niger Delta rather 
than picking up fights 
on all fronts? Ndigbo 
will forgive Governor 
Wike if  he retreats 
and apologizes to 
Umahi, but disastrous 
consequences await him 
if  he continues in these 
futile expeditions,” 
Ohanaeze said.

Wike Isiguzoro
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m e n ,  w h o  h ave  b e e n 
shaken since being dumped 
out of  the Champions 
League by Real Madrid. 

Monaco captain Ben 
Yedder is now Ligue 1's top 
scorer with 18 goals after 
his 25th minute tap-in from 

a rebound, and an 84th 
minute penalty. 

Ben Yedder also helped 
in the build-up for German 
striker Kevin Volland's goal 
for Monaco, making it 2-0 
on 68 minutes in what was 
the real turning point of  the 

game as PSG began to 
chase.

Mbappe and Neymar 
started for PSG and had a 
string of  opportunities as 
the visitors enjoyed the 
lion's share of  possession. 

M b a p p e  s a i d  t h e 
b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t h e 
Champions League defeat 
earlier this month was still 
felt at the club. 

“We could win 8-0 and 
nobody would care, they'd 
just be thinking about the 
Champions League,” he 

e w c a s t l e  a r e 

Nstepping up their 
interest in Everton 

defender Ben Godfrey.
Toon boss Eddie Howe 

is seeking to strengthen his 
defensive options ahead of  
next season.

The  Magp ie s  have 
given themselves some 
breathing space in the 
relegation battle with a good 
run of  form since January.

A n d  w i t h  P r e m i e r 
League football all but 
certainly on the cards next 
time out, thoughts are now 
being turned to recruitment 
in the summer.

Godfrey is understood 

to figure highly on the 
Toon's wanted list with 
Howe a big fan of  the 24-
y e a r - o l d  E n g l a n d 
international, who Everton 
signed from Norwich City 
for £25million in October 
2020, says the Mirror.

said. 
“We need to remain 

professional, think of  our 
families,” said Mbappe, 
who was full of  praise for 
his old club. 

“They are a great team, 
p l ay i n g  i n  E u r o p e a n 
competition,” said the 23-
year-old. 

M o n a c o ' s  B e l g i a n 
coach, Philippe Clement 
can also thank his 'keeper 
Alexander Nuebel, who 
made important saves from 
Mbappe, Neymar and the 
marauding  Moroccan 
Achraf  Hakimi. 

aris Saint-Germain Pwere beaten 3-0 at 
Monaco on Sunday 

after a Wissam Ben Yedder 
double strike, as Neymar 
and Kylian Mbappe were 
both booked in a feisty 
Ligue 1 encounter. 

illarreal fullback 

VSerge Aurier feels 
f o r  h i s  f o r m e r 

Tottenham boss Mauricio 
Pochettino at PSG.

Pochettino is fighting 
for his job after PSG fell at 
the round 16 stage of  the 
Champions League.

But Aurier says: “I was 
h a p p y  w h e n  h e  w a s 

awarded the tournament 
hosting rights over the poor 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  f o r e i g n 
construction workers.

“There are the issues 
that potentially threaten our 
fans when they travel – the 
rights of  women and the 
rights of  the LGBTQ+ 
community in particular,” 
said Southgate.

“ S a d l y ,  t h r o u g h 
discussions that I've had, I 

n g l a n d  m a n a ge r EGareth Southgate 
h a s  s a i d  h e  i s 

unhappy some fans will not 
feel able to travel to Qatar for 
November's World Cup due 
to concerns over human 
rights issues in the country.

Homosexuality is illegal 
in the Gulf  state and there is 
also unease over women's 
rights, while Qatar has been 
c r i t i c i s e d  s i n c e  b e i n g 

don't think some of  those 
communities are going to go 
and that's a great shame.

“ W e  s t a n d  f o r 
inclusivity as a team – that's 
been the big driver of  a lot of  
the stances we've taken in the 
last couple of  years.

“It would be horrible to 
think some of  our fans feel 
they can't go because they 
feel threatened or they're 
worried about their safety.”

During qualifying for 
the tournament, which kicks 
off  on November 21, players 
from Norway, Netherlands 
a n d  G e r m a n y  s t a g e d 
p r o t e s t s  t o  h i g h l i g h t 
concerns over human rights 
issues in Qatar.

Southgate believes his 
England players will also 
look to make their stance 
known on the matters, but 
they are yet to determine 
how best to do so.

“We feel the World Cup 
i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
highlight some of  these 
i s s u e s  a n d  we  h ave  a 
platform to be able to do 
that,” he said. “We've also 
got to do that in a responsible 
way.

“I'm not sure that just 
wearing a T-shirt makes a 
difference. I don't totally 
know what we can do in 
every aspect to make a 
difference. We have to be 
realistic about what that 
might be.”

approached by Paris. From 
what I saw, he was someone 
who had the soul to give 
what this team lacks. I am 
sad for him. He is someone 
with whom I learned a lot. 
I n  Pa r i s,  I ' m  a  l i t t l e 
disappointed with how 
things are going.

“I don't think it's just 

his fault, I think it's a group. 
Knowing him, his game 
plan has always been good. 
We were in the Champions 
League final. He has a lot 
of  qualities.

“I think there are also 
problems internally. I hope 
he will continue until the 
end of  the season.”

helsea  defender, 

CAntonio Rudiger has 
reportedly agreed to 

sign a four-year contract 
with Juventus this summer.

Rudiger's contract with 
Chelsea will expire at the 
end of  the season and the 
Blues cannot offer him an 
extension because of  the UK 
government's  sanctions 
placed on the West London 
c l u b  o w n e r ,  R o m a n 
Abramovich.

Prior to the sanction, 
Rudiger had been rumoured 
to be considering a contract 
extension at Chelsea, where 
he has established himself  as 
an exceptional player since 
joining the Champions 
League holders from Roma 
for £31million in 2017.

T h e  G e r m a n y 
international has already 
been linked with moves to 
the likes of  Newcastle, 
Manchester United, Bayern 
Munich and Real Madrid, 
but he has now reportedly 
agreed to sign for Juventus.

That is according to 
Italian outlet La Gazzetta 

dello Sport, who say the 29-
year-old has said 'yes' to a 
move to Serie A giants.

The report also added 
that Rudiger 'will sign a four-
year deal' with Juventus as 
he prefers them over both 
Real Madrid and Bayern 
Munich and he will earn 
around £5.4m per season.

Meanwhile, Juventus 
have been masters of  the free 
transfer market in the past.

The Old Lady signed the 
likes of  Andrea Pirlo, Aaron 
Ramsey, Dani Alves and 
Sami Khedira in the past 
without paying a fee.

Lionel Messi missed 
the match due to Flu. 

The champions remain 
15 points clear of  second-
placed Marseille at the top 
of  Ligue 1 after the fourth 
league defeat of  the season 
for Mauricio Pochettino's 
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Ligue 1: Monaco thrash PSG in Messi's absence

Rudiger agrees four-year
deal with new club

Pochettino unfairly treated says Villarreal
fullback, Aurier

Fan fears over Qatar 'horrible'
says Southgate

Pochettino

RudigerRudigerRudiger

Newcastle step up
interest in Everton's Ben
Godfrey

GodfreyGodfreyGodfrey

Monaco players celebrating one of their goalsMonaco players celebrating one of their goalsMonaco players celebrating one of their goals
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oe Joyce's manager has 

Jconfirmed contact has 
b e e n  m a d e  w i t h 

Anthony Joshua, but has 
questioned whether his 
British rival will take the 
fight as he awaits a world 
t i t l e  r e m a t c h  w i t h 

helsea manager, 

CT h o m a s  Tu c h e l 
s a i d  h i s  t e a m 

cannot show any self-pity 
amid off-field turmoil and 
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a 
responsibi l i ty  towards 
behind-the-scenes staff  to 
remain focused during the 
club's impending sale.

European champions 
Chelsea were initially put 
up for sale by owner Roman 
Abramovich fol lowing 
R u s s i a ' s  i nva s i o n  o f  
Ukraine before sanctions 
we r e  i m p o s e d  o n  t h e 
oligarch by the British 
government, effectively 

giving it control of  the club.
Tuchel added he was 

impressed with his players' 
focus as Chelsea strolled 
into the FA Cup semifinals 
with a 2-0 victory over 
M i d d l e s b r o u g h  o n 
Saturday. They have won all 
s i x  g a m e s  s i n c e 
Abramovich put the club up 
for sale.

“They have impressed 
me, not surprised me,” 
Tuchel said. “At one point, 
we needed to accept we 
didn't cause the situation, 
we can't  inf luence the 
situation, and we can't 
change the situation no 
matter what we do or how 
much we talk about it.

“I feel a responsibility 
because there are people 
who are worried who are 
not in the spotlight. My 
p l aye r s  a n d  s t a f f  a r e 
pr iv i leged  but  we  are 
concerned. There are 700 or 
800 people working at 
Chelsea and are maybe 
existentially worried about 
what will happen at the 
club.

“For them, it's also my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
everyone's responsibility to 
show the  r ight  sp i r i t , 
positivity, and not go into 
self-pity and worry about a 
situation we didn't cause 
and can't change.”

Three bids have been 

made to purchase Chelsea 
by groups led by British 
property developer Nick 
Candy,  Chicago Cubs 
owners the Ricketts family 
and the pairing of  Martin 
Broughton and Sebastian 
Coe, the president of  World 
Athletics.

F o r m e r  C h e l s e a 
captain, John Terry joined a 
consortium looking to buy a 
10% stake in the Premier 
League club.

“I don't know anything 

panish newspaper, 

SMarca gives an update 
on Lionel Messi 's 

plans. He had been linked 
with a return to Barcelona 
from Paris Saint-Germain, 
but the Argentine is focused 
on three other aims.

First he wants to seal 
this season's Ligue 1 title, 
then be ready for next year's 
World Cup in Qatar, before 
taking another run at the 
Champions League. He will 
not leave PSG this summer, 
but he will also not extend 
his contract yet.

With no plans as yet to 
sign on for more time in 
France, it seems as if  Messi 
has a year left to add to his 

major trophy haul, at which 
point he may be considering 
an easier life. If  his decline 
continues then he will not be 
worth huge wages unless he 

i v e r p o o l  a r e Lreportedly keen to 
sign Bayern Munich 

f o r w a r d  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski during this 
summer's transfer window.
The Poland international's 
contract at Allianz Arena is 
due to expire next June, and 
there have been claims that 
he will look to leave this 
summer if  he has not signed 
a  new contract  by the 
opening of  the window.

Manchester United and 
Barcelona are among the 
clubs to be credited with an 
interest in the striker, but 
according to El Nacional, 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp 
views him as a 'priority' in 
the upcoming market.

The report claims that 
the Reds would be prepared 
to spend £70m on the 33-
year-old, who has enjoyed 
another excellent campaign 
for his German club.

is prepared to switch to less 
prestigious leagues, perhaps 
following Xavi's route to 
Qatar, or perhaps MLS.

about the offers, how many 
serious offers there are or 
who they are from,” Tuchel 
said.

“I am not so much 
interested in the details of  
this process. When it gets 
crucial and decisive, it is 
enough that I know it… The 
offers are in now and the 
board is trying to find a 
d e c i s i o n  w i t h  t h e 
government as soon as 
possible.”

ready to return to the ring 
amid his country's invasion 
by Russia. 

In recent weeks both 
Joshua and Joyce have 
expressed interest in facing 
each other, while Joyce's 
promoter Frank Warren 

Oleksandr Usyk. 
Joshua act ivated a 

rematch clause to fight 
again for the WBA, IBF and 
WBO heavyweight titles 
after Usyk stunned him last 
September, but it is unclear 
when the Ukrainian will be 

said this week that he had 
made “initial contact” with 
Joshua's representatives 
over a possible bout. 

“I think it's a great fight 
for Joe, the team think it's a 
great fight for Joe,” Adam 
M o r a l l e e  o f  S - J A M 

management said. “Joe 
would love the fight, but I 
don't think AJ fancies the 
fight.

“He's looking for an 
interim fight between now 
and fighting Usyk, I don't 
think he wants a big fight, I 
don't think he wants to test 
himself  in that way, with a 
big test. I think he wants 
something a bit easier.”

Joshua, who has largely 
been quiet about his future 
out of  respect for Usyk's 
situation, took to social 
media on Thursday evening 
t o  s a y  t h a t  a n 
announcement was coming 
“soon”. 

S i n c e  i t  b e c a m e 

uventus are ready to 

Jl a u n c h  a  b i d  f o r 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y 

attacker Gabriel Jesus.
The Daily Star says the 

Brazil forward has become 
a fringe first-team figure 
t h i s  s e a s o n  f o r  P e p 
Guardiola's treble chasers. 
And while he may get a rare 
start in City's FA Cup 
q u a r t e r - f i n a l  t r i p  t o 
Southampton on Sunday, 
Jesus' Etihad future beyond 
this season is in doubt.

T h e  E n g l i s h 
champions are on the hunt 
for  a  top,  world-c lass 
goalscorer – and are hot 
favourites to land Borussia 
Dor tmund ace  Er l ing 
Haaland this summer. And 
if  they do, that will be the 
trigger for Juventus to test 
City's resolve to keep Jesus, 
who will have another year 
to  r un on his  cur rent 

£90,000-a-week contract.
The  I ta l ian  g iants 

reckon the fee will be 
around £65million – and 
are optimistic that Jesus, 
24, will be tempted at the 
prospect of  swapping the 
Premier League for Serie A.

With the World Cup 
coming up in December, he 
wants and needs to be 
playing regularly at club 
level to nail down a place in 
the Brazil squad.

apparent that there could be 
a delay to the rematch with 
U s y k ,  s e v e r a l  t o p 
h e a v y w e i g h t s  h a v e 
expressed an interest in 
facing Joshua, including the 
likes of  Otto Wallin and 
Luis Ortiz. 

His decision over his 
next move comes as fellow 
British heavyweights Tyson 
Fury and Dillian Whyte 
prepare to meet on April 23, 
with Fury's WBC title on 
the line. 

Morallee suggests that, 
if  Usyk were to remain 
unable to fight due to the 
situation in Ukraine, the 
w i n n e r  o f  a  p o s s i b l e 
Joshua-Joyce bout could go 
on to face the winner of  
Fury versus Whyte. 
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Joyce’s camp contact Joshua over heavyweight clash

Juventus prepare £65m
bid for Man City’s
Gabriel Jesus

We have the responsibility to remain focused
– Tuchel

Lionel Messi not planning Barcelona return
– Reports

Liverpool keen to sign
Lewandowski

JesusJesusJesus

MessiMessiMessiTuchelTuchelTuchel

Joshua, Joyce (in set)Joshua, Joyce (in set)Joshua, Joyce (in set)
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any persons lose Mtouch with realities 
a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y 

c o n n e c t  w i t h  p o w e r  o r 
leadership, they become very 
obsessed with the awe and 
majesty of  their new positions 
of  ranking that they forget in a 
hurry that “Every beginning has 
an end”

This mental distortion was 
more prominent in our male 
p o l i t i c i a n s  b u t  i t  i s 
unfortunately creeping into all 
gender, including the females 
who have dethroned morality, 
civility and decorum with 
recklessness and pugnacity.

Last Thursday's joyous 
swearing in ceremony of  Prof  
Charles Chukwuma Soludo as 
the 5th governor of  Anambra 
State, suddenly had a brief  but 
precipitous interruption with 
dramatic physical combat when 
t h e  f o r m e r  N i g e r i a n 
Ambassador to Spain, Mrs. 
Bianca Odimegwu Ojukwu 
r e p l i e d  u n w a r r a n t e d 
provocations from the  outgoing 
first Lady, Mrs. Ebelechukwu 
Obiano with a super-hot slap.

The fracas which came at 
the middle of  the handover 
process disrupted the oath of  
office being taken by Prof  
Charles Soludo, as he was 
signing some of  the conferral 
documents.

Mrs Obiano who joined the 
occasion, after the event had 
long started was observed 
exchanging pleasantries with 
dignitaries at the ceremony 
when she sighted Mrs. Bianca 
and proceeded to where Bianca 
w a s  s e a t e d  a n d  a n g r i l y 
unwrapped her venom on the 
unsuspecting guest; "Bianca so 
you are here, what are you doing 
here, I thought you said you will 
never attend any APGA event 
again."

pay any attention to her arrival. 
Sur pr i s ing ly,  she  wa lked 
towards me and I thought she 
was coming to greet me. Instead 
she verbally attacked me with 
her voice raised, taunting me 
and asking me what I was there 
to do, using unprintable, vile 
language.”

According to her, Obiano's 
wife asked if  she was at the 
inauguration to celebrate their 
last day in office

“I left her but she kept on 
aggressively putting her hand on 
my shoulders and shouting.

“While I ignored her verbal 
onslaught as advised by people 
sitting around me, I requested 
twice that she refrains from 
touching me with her hands. 
She proceeded to do so yet again 
and tried to touch my head and 

published for want of  space, 
Ebelechukwu Obiano goofed; 
probably she was suffering from 
unprepared exit craze”: A kind of  
psychotic disorders such as 
schizophrenia which may be 
caused by a health condition, 
medication or drug use. Its 
possible  symptoms include 
delusions, hallucinations, talking 
incoherently and agitation. The 
person with the condition usually 
isn't aware of  his or her behaviour.

Persons who are infested with 
this craze are usually violent, 
vulgar, and venomously tongued. 
They merely revel in tasteless 
abuse, intentional prevarications, 
infantile temper tantrums, and 
melodramatic display of  rank.

Unfortunately, up till the 
swearing-in day, Ebelechukwu 
Obiano, was still clogged and yet 
to believe that the very long 2 
tenures of  4 years each has ended. 
A n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  c o u l d  n o t 
comprehend that Chukwuemeka 
Odimegwu Ojukwu, the late 
husband of  Bianca Ojukwu, who 
is former Nigeria's Ambassador to 
Spain, was founder of  the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), under which ticket, she 
(Ebele) was the First Lady of  
Anambra State for 8 years. 

Baffling also, is that Ebele 
Obiano failed to differentiate 
between a party event and a 
swearing-in ceremony of  such 
magnitude which is an absolute 
State event. She also failed to 
realise that Bianca is still a BOT 
member of  the same APGA, 
Ebele, was laying outright claims 
on.

It is both disheartening and 
inglorious that those highly placed 
women, expected to pack as 
attracting models, threw caution 
to the wind and publicly displayed 
recklessness and rascality.

Irritated by Ebelechukwu's 
u n c o m p l i m e n t a r y  a n d 
derogatory tantrums, Ojukwu's 
wife quickly stood up and 
treated her inordinate and 
undiluted vituperation with 
deafening slap and dragged her 
wig off  her head before guests 
a n d  u s h e r s  r u s h e d  f o r 
Ebelechukwu's rescue and as 
well prevented Bianca from 
dashing more slaps. Though, 
the battle was brief  but it was 
indeed, horrifically dramatic 
and deep.

However, Bianca in an 
interview with Arise TV on the 
next day, Friday, gave her 
version of  the story, She said 
Ebele Obiano was noticeably 
absent as the inauguration 
ceremony started but arrived 
about an hour later. “I did not 

remove my headtie.
“It was at that point I stood 

up to defend myself  and gave 
her a dirty slap to stop her from 
attacking me. As she made it 
towards me, I removed her wig, 
she then held on to her wig with 
her two hands and tried to take 
the wig away from me.

Bianca also revealed that 
while people tried to separate 
them, she was surprised by the 
s t e n c h  o f  w h i s k y  i n 
Ebelechukwu's breath at such 
an early hour of  the day.

“How could the first lady be 
so drunk at that time? I stayed 
back to watch the ceremony till 
the end and left with my dignity 
intact,” Bianca said.

Stemming on the above and 
several other versions of  the 
incident which could not be 
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