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News

Your achievements are commendable
- Wike to Anglican Church
By Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
commended the An-

glican Communion, Diocese 
of  the Niger Delta North for 
following the path of  entre-
preneurial development in 
the state.

Governor Wike said the 
Diocesan new vibrancy and 
energy in the areas of  educa-
tion, evangelism and entre-
preneurship are worth emu-
lating by other Bishops and 
dioceses around the country.

Wike who was represented 
by the Secretary to the State 
Government, Tammy Dan-
agogo, gave the commenda-
tion at the dedication and 
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Suspected cult group kills
vigilante leader in Rivers 
By Godson Nwosu, PH

T
he Assistant Com-
mander of  Emohua 
Local Government 

Vigilante Service, EMOVIS in 
Obelle Community in Emo-
hua Local Government Area 
of  Rivers State simply iden-
tified as Kemkem has been 
killed by suspected cult gang 
terrorizing the area.

News Echo gathered that 

By Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Police 
Command has pa-
raded three women, 

Favour Ajuzie, Chioma 
Chibuike and Comfort Abat-
uo who allegedly stole two 
babies identified as Favour 
Boniface and Miracle Boni-
face over two years ago.

The command also parad-
ed one Adamu Siraju who 
is involved in using military 
uniform and G3 rifle to rob 
his victims and Osagie Igien-
hon Aka General who alleg-
edly kidnapped one Ekuchie 
Ogbonna in December, 2021 
at Oyigbo area of  the state

Rivers state Commissioner 

of  Police, Friday Eboka who 
paraded the suspects said Po-
licemen on patrol around oil 
mill market by Eleme Junc-
tion stopped a tricycle and 
recovered locally made pistol 
from Usman Suleiman and 
Iliyasu Musa who are eight-
een years of  age. CP also dis-
closed that Austin Asomeji, 
Chairman of  the All Progres-
sives Congress in Emohua 
Local Government Area who 
was kidnapped on the 8th of  
February, 2022 along NTA 
road, Apara link road has 
been rescued and his saloon 
car recovered, the suspects 
Barisitam Nbianee and Mir-
acle Victor arrested. The CP 
assured that those arrested 
will be charged to court at the 
end of  investigation.

commissioning ceremony of  
the Church of  Nigeria, Di-
ocese of  Niger Delta North 
Table water factory which 
was dedicated by His Grace, 
the Most Reverend Henry 
C. Ndukuba at Rumuigbo, 
Obio/Akpor area.

The Governor regretted 
that the educational system 
in the country was not prop-
erly tailored to empower the 
students with entrepreneur-
ship skills, adding that this 
has resulted in the sea of  
unemployed youths now be-
sieging the nation.

Earlier, the Bishop, Dio-
cese of  Niger Delta North, 
His Lordship, Reverend, 
Wisdom Budu-Ihunwo, said 
the Diocese is following the 
principles of  the Lord Jesus 

Emulate Umahi, Makinde in politics, 
Obiano urges Engineers 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A
nambra State 
Governor, Willie 
Obiano, has urged 

members of  the Nigeri-
an Society of  Engineers 
(NSE), Awka branch, to 
emulate their colleagues, 
the Ebonyi State governor, 
Engr. Dave Umahi and 
his Oyo State counter-
part, Engr. Seyi Makinde, 
in politics, for Anambra 
and Nigeria in general to 
industrialize, attain rapid 
economic growth and sus-
tainable development.

 Obiano stated this while 
delivering a special session 
of  the Society’s monthly 
general meeting and tech-
nical lecture with the Title 
; “Engineers and Politics: 
The  Way Forward”

He said the state and 

Nigeria’s socio-economic 
transformation and pros-
perity depends on indus-
trialization, more so with 
Nigerian Engineers at the 
driving seat, insisting that 
sustainable development 
would remain a mirage if  
Nigerian Engineers contin-
ue to stay away from parti-
san politics.

The governor, noted out 
that China as a country, 
massively became a major 
player in global politics 
and development today be-
cause Chinese leaders had 
their backgrounds deeply 
rooted in Engineering, as-
serting that the Chinese 
Gross Domestic Products 
(GDP) continues to grow 
because the people at the 
corridors of  power in Chi-
na are Engineers.

According to the gover-
nor, who was represent-

ed by his Special Adviser 
on Digital and Creative 
Economic, Engr. Infeanyi 
Aniagoh, said “By the 
profession training and 
re-training, Engineers 
are to proffer solutions to 
problems confronting hu-
manity and this will ex-

pand to developing infra-
structure on a larger scale 
to solve multiple problems 
in the society.

“Even though Engineers 
keep away from politics 
because Engineering prin-
ciples don’t work with pol-
itics, however, putting the 
over-riding interests of  the 

end-users in focus is para-
mount for socio-econom-
ic transformation of  the 
country.

In his remarks, the 
branch  Chairman of  
Awka NSE, Engr. Odi-
naka Okonkwo, while 
commending Governor 
Obiano, for his adminis-

tration’s relentless efforts 
in delivering dividends of  
democracy to the people 
of  the state, also called on 
the incoming governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo, 
to sustain the momentum 
and accelerate the pace of  
good governance in An-
ambra State.

Christ in enhancing the for-
tunes of  the diocese and to 
occupy until He comes.

The cleric also thanked the 
Governor for his magnanim-

ity and contributions to the 
establishment of  the water 
factory during the 2019 Syn-
od Thanksgiving service in 
Port Harcourt.

2023: Group calls for rejection
of career politicians
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A
head of  2023 general 
elections, an Enugu 
based pro-democ-

racy group called “Enugu 
State Citizens Support for 
Equity and Good Govern-
ance (ESCSEG)” has called 
for rejection of  career poli-
ticians at the polls, saying 
they have failed the nation.

Speaking to newsmen 
at the weekend, the State 
Coordinator of  ESCSEG, 
Comrade Emmanuel Onye-
donzi Onwe, said Enugu 
State for instance, needs 
a tested technocratic/pro-
fessional with a clear-cut 
vision of  revamping every 
sector of  the economy of  
the state.

Onwe emphasized that 
the group would not back 
any career politician or any 
candidate that does not have 
plans to revive the fortunes 
of  the state.

The former executive 
member of  National Asso-
ciation of  Nigeria Students 
(NANS) noted, “career pol-
iticians are the problems of  
this country which our dear 
state has its own fair share. 
Those who have turned pol-
itics as only means of  liveli-
hood must be rejected at all 
levels of  governance come 
2023 if  our state must con-
tinue to make progress”

On the current agitation 
for power shift to Enugu 
East Senatorial Zone, Onwe 
stated that the call for zon-
ing is traceable to unequal 
distribution of  resources 
among the component stra-
ta that make up a geograph-
ical entity.

His words: “In a sane 
clime, zoning does not make 
headlines but competen-
cy, capability, pedigree and 

proven integrity. But here, 
people believe that once a 
particular area is in charge, 
greater resources and atten-
tion would be channeled 
towards the development of  
that area at the detriment of  
the rest of  the state”

“ESCSEG supports zon-
ing arrangement backed 
with competency, capacity, 
proven integrity with a well 
defined manifesto. “We’ll 
support tested technocratic 
with a clear-cut vision of  
developing our state from 
where Gov. Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi would stop he said.

“As a matter of  fact, we 
have set our machinery in 
motion towards shopping 
for an acceptable candidate 
for a possible support”

“Last year, we toured 10 
local government areas in 
collaboration with Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) where 
we sensitized our people 
on the importance of  the 
on-going continuous voters 
registration. “We are tak-
ing another step forward 
towards ensuring that our 
people decide who govern 
them.  Few disgruntled 
elites must not decide for 
us come 2023. People must 
decide; this I can assure you 
ESCSEG will make it hap-
pen in Enugu State come 
2023.

Assemblies of God Church Amakohia dedicates building
By Ikenna Orioha

W
orshippers at 
Assemblies of  
God Church, 

Amakohia, Owerri North, 
Imo State, were filled with 
enormous joy as they ded-
icated an ultra modern ed-
ifice esthetically built for 
the worship of  God. The 
church members sang and 
danced in praise to God for 
His goodness, growth of  the 
church, the advancement 
of  righteousness and true 
Christianity.

The building dedication 
which took place on Sun-
day at Number 6 Frederick 
Ekwema Street, Amakohia 
Uratta, saw Assemblies 

of  God Church members, 
clergy and quests across the 
world gracing it. The cere-
mony was glamorously en-
tertaining. 

Cutting the ribbon of  the 
edifice, the General Super-
intendent of  Assemblies 
of  God Church, Rev. Pas-
tor Ejikeme Ejim, said the 
worshippers made sterling 
efforts to single- handedly 
build the church to encour-
age the worship of  God, as 
well as convert souls, pray-
ing for more divine strength 
on leaders of  the church and 
their members, expressing 
gratitude to God for the gift 
of  life, the timely and safe 
realization of  the adorning 
project.

Presenting an address, the 
Church Secretary, Sunday 
.E. Obi, noted that “the year 
2022 stands out as a serious 
landmark in the history of  
Assemblies of  God Church 
Amakohia Uratta and by 
extension the entire body of  
worshippers. 

This is because it marked 
the dedication of  our ultra 
modern church building, 
officially marking a para-
digm shift from the pres-
ent children department 
hall which served as main 
church building for a long 
time...the church building 
was solely funded by mem-
bers of  this church without 
external assistance”.

Praising God for avail-

ing them the opportunity, 
strength and financial re-
sources to have initiated, 
started and completed the 
church building, the Dis-
trict Superintendent Ower-
ri East, Rev. A.U. Amadi 
PhD, the Senior Pastor/As-
sistant District Superinten-
dent, Owerri East District, 
Rev. Dr. Okechukwu Esom, 
Evangelist Amb. George 
Ajaelu and Dr. Basil Chine-
cherem Oguguo, Chairman, 
Planning Committee of  the 
ceremony, said the church 
dedication was to the glory 
of  God whose love, grace, 
peace, security and eco-
nomic prosperity bestowed 
upon the church hence their 
exploits.

suspected cultists invaded the 
community and shot sporadi-
cally after killing their target.

The Commander of  EMOV-
IS in Obelle who confirmed 
the incident to journalists said 
his corpse was also taken away 
by the suspected cult group.

While a senior police officer 
attached to Rumuji Police sta-
tion confirmed the killing, but 
the Rivers State Police Com-
mand is yet to issue official 
statement on the incident.



Iwuanyanwu calls for agricultural, 
infrastructural revolution
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Over 90m citizens live in extreme poverty
- Economists
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Nigerian 
Association of  
Economists (NAE), 

has outlined that over 90 
million citizens are living 
in extreme poverty given 
to bad economy caused 
by incompetence, greed, 
corruption, wickedness 

and mismanagement of  
the country’s economy by 
the ruling class, warning 
that if  the situation is not 
adequately managed, there 
may be famine by 2025 in 
Nigeria.

The economists were 
emphatic that one of  the 
causes of  failure of  the 
country’s economy is over 

dependence on “crude oil, 
which dominates Nigeria 
export sector. In the last 
quarter of  2019, the value 
of  total exports stood at 84.8 
trillion, the $103 per barrel 
of  oil cannot be celebrated 
because of  Nigeria inability 
to meet assigned quota. 
The Nigeria National rising 
public debt continues to be 

2023 Presidency:  Umahi seeks for prayers
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has appealed 

for continued prayers from 
the people of  the State for 
the realization of  his pres-
idential ambition and the 
completion of  all ongoing 
projects of  his administra-
tion.

Umahi who stated this 
while addressing the congre-
gation in a church service at 
the new government house 
chapel, Ochudo centenary 
City Abakaliki restated his 
believe in God to the real-
ization of  his political as-
piration. “We need a lot of 
prayers now, it is the will of 
God that will happen.

“My heart will never 
move away from God, I 
believe in you, I believe in 
your prayers, if  my heart is 
to help the people, to work 

for the people, your prayers 
will work, so I want to let 
you know that I need your 
prayers.

While announcing that by 
the directive of  the party, he 
would soon be convening 
South East Stakeholders 
meeting to harmonize posi-
tions ahead of  the Nation-
al Convention, Governor 
Umahi appealed to major 
political actors in the State 
to trade with caution to 
avoid overheating the polity.

He congratulated Rt. Hon-
ourable Ogbonnaya Ikoro 
for emerging the new Dep-
uty Speaker of  Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly and as-
sured of  his administration’s 
preparedness to continue to 
partner with the House of 
Assembly for consolidation 
of  the achievements of  his 
Government.

“I am happy to be home 
and while I was away, I 
learned we now have a 
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
o avert impending fam-
ine in South East, an 
elder statesman, Chief  

Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, has 
called for a revolution on ag-
riculture and an overhaul on 
infrastructure such as elec-
tricity, road, hospital (health-

care), market including provi-
sion of  quality and affordable 
education, commerce and 
industry.

Iwuanyanwu advised gov-
ernment to take proactive 
steps to stop the economy 
from going into extinction, 
stressing that if  nothing is 
drastically, positively done, 
there may be famine across 
the country by 2026, frown-
ing that over dependence on 
crude oil and lack of  working 
infrastructure are the major 
reasons for economic crunch 
and extreme poverty bedevil-
ing the people.

He made this call while 
receiving an Achievement 
Award from Nigeria Asso-
ciation of  Economists, Imo 
State branch, held last week, 
in Owerri, through the Na-
tional Coordinator, Iwuan-
yanwu Foundation, Prince 
Chinedu Nsofor, who repre-
sented him, reiterating that 
“federal government has the 
responsibility to encourage ag-
riculture by way of  providing 

a cause for concern. Debt 
Management Office said 
total external debt stands 
at 827.16 trillion while 
domestic debt skyrockets to 
856.7 billion”.

The association stated 
this through its National 
President, Prof. Innocent 
Eleazu, during a Revival/
Award Dinner Party, held 
at the Concorde Hotel, 
Owerri, last week. The group 
disclosed that “in Nigeria, 
about 86.9 million people 
live in severe poverty which is 
about 50 percent of  the entire 
population. The Nigeria 
poverty rate for 2018 was 
92.00%, a 0.9 decline from 

2009. Imagine what Nigeria 
unemployment rate is today. 
The Consumer Price Index 
in Nigeria is expected to be 
409.75 points by the end of  
the quarter, according to 
Trading Economic Globe 
Macnomodels”.

Urging the federal 
government to richly invest on 
human capital development, 
commerce and industry 
to improve the economy, 
Eleazu frowned against 
high cost of  living especially 
across South East, regretting 
that poverty rate is alarming. 
“In 2026, the overwhelming 
majority of  Nigerians will 
live in extreme poverty. The 

wealth gap has created the 
political constitution for 
terrorism to flourish, making 
anti- corruption goals 
unachievable”.

Giving remarks, the 
Special Assistant to the 
National President of  NAE, 
Mr. Ugwunna Dike, said 
there must be predominance 
of  law and order for 
any economy to move 
forward. Lawless society is 
enslavement of  the mind. 
Any planned economy 
must base its ideas and 
visions on reservation and 
sustenance of  the economy 
for enhanced comfort and a 
crime free society.

APC Chairman, Macdonald presenting the winner of the Ngor Okpala bye-election, Blyden Amajirionwu to the Governor.

lands, equipping farmers and 
building solid infrastructure 
that can ginger youths to en-
gage in productive ventures, 
charging technocrats, econo-
mists, professionals to contin-
ue to explore positive ways to 
join hands with government 
and other relevant bodies to 
strengthen the economy to 
improve living conditions and 
avert impending famine or 
danger.

“The Nigeria Association of  
Economists should continue 
to play vital role by lobbying 
key national assembly mem-
bers, judiciary, ministries and 
other relevant agencies to buy 
into their vision to help save 
and strengthen the country’s 
economy to move forward”. 
He thanked the association 
for the honor and homage as 
he vowed to continue to sup-
port government and other 
relevant agencies to stabilize 
the economy of  Nigeria and 
strengthen good leadership, 
democracy, rule of  law, peace, 
comfort and security.

brand new Deputy Speaker 
of  Ebonyi State House of 
Assembly, Right Honoura-
ble Ogbonnaya Ikoro, con-
gratulations.

Imo govt warns against 
child hawking, begging
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo State Gov-
ernment has warned 
parents to desist from 

sending their children on 
begging and/or hawking 
food items and other wares 
during school hours when 
their mates are in the class-
rooms learning. 

In a release signed by the 
Commissioner for Wom-
en’s Affairs and Vulnerable 
Group, Hon. Lady Nke-
chinyere Ugwu and made 
available to Newsmen, she 
stated that “This act is in-
excusable and tantamount 
to child abuse, child labour 
and negligence. Our at-
tempts to privately curb this 
menace did not yield the de-

sired result. 
To this end, parents and 

guardians of  such children 
are hereby warned to stop 
exposing the innocent chil-
dren, especially the girl-
child, to rape, kidnapping, 
bullying, pickpocketing and 
other social vices encoun-
tered in the course of  hawk-
ing and trading”. 

She noted that “hawking 
by children is illegal and 
destructive to the child’s 
future, deprives children of  
their childhood, and inter-
feres with their ability to 
attend regular school. It is 
also contrary to the 3R Pol-
icy of  the Shared-Prosperity 
government led by the Gov-
ernor, Senator Hope Uzod-
imma which is committed 
to protecting the Rights of  
the Child”. 

“Consequently, the State 
Government through the 
Ministry of  Women Affairs 
and Vulnerable Group, Ow-
erri, has issued one week 
notice to all Parents/Guard-
ians who send their wards 
to hawk, trade, or beg on the 
streets, to stop immediately 
and return them to school.

Ikpeazu activates Ebubeagu
in Abia, appoints Commandant 
From Dan Maduagwu, Umua-
hia

A
bia State Gover-
nor, Okezie Ikpeazu 
has appointed Mr. 

Chigozie Ubani as the Com-
mandant of  Ebubeagu vigi-
lante in Abia State.

The Governor in a state-
ment signed by the Secretary 
to Abia State government, 
Barr Chris Ezem said the ap-
pointment of  the Ebubeagu 
Commander is with immedi-
ate effect.

Reacting to his appoint-
ment, the Ebubeagu Com-
mandant, Ubani thanked 
Governor Ikpeazu for finding 

him worthy for the security 
job and promised to discharge 
his duties creditably. He 
promised to ensure that Abia 
remained among the safest 
States in Nigeria.

It would be recalled that 
some unknown gunmen re-
cently attacked a cattle market 
at Omumauzor, Ukwa West 
LGA of  the State, killing eight 
traders and injuring some oth-
ers. Livestock belonging to the 
slain traders were also killed 
during the attack. Ebubeagu 
is a regional security outfit 
floated by Governors of  the 
South East States, to provide 
security in the South East in 
complimenting the efforts of  
Nigerian security agencies.
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Editorial

Electoral Act 2022 and 
forthcoming general election 

L
ast Friday, President Muhammadu 
Buhari, laid to rest all speculations 
and conspiracy theories and granted 

his assent to the contentious Electoral Act 
Amendment Bill 2022, recently passed by 
the National Assembly.

Barely 24 hours after the bill was 
signed into law, the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC), 
readjusted the 2023 General Election 
timetable with the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) Chairman, 
Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, assuring the 
commission would transmit the 2023 
general election results electronically.

According to the notice for the 2023 
general elections published on Monday, 
February 28, to beat the 360 days 
stipulated in the Electoral Act 2022, 
the Presidential and National Assembly 
elections will now hold on Saturday, 
February 25, 2023 as against February 18 
earlier announced, while governorship 
and State Houses of Assembly elections 
will hold on March 11, 2023.

Obviously, the new time frame is to 
allow for conformity with the provisions 
of the Electoral law, which stipulates that 
election notice be published at least 360 
days to the elections.

The Commission, through its 
Chairman, Yakubu, said from the 
pilot exercise conducted regarding 
transmission of results to its Results 
Viewing Portal (IREC) which covered all 
the nook and cranny of Nigeria without 
challenges in both remote or urban areas 
confirms, “the commission has capacity 
to transmit results electronically” just by 
uploading polling units results from the 
over 176,000 locations nationwide. 

While signing the amended Electoral 
bill, into law last Friday, President Buhari, 
admitted in his speech that “There are 
salient and praiseworthy provisions that 
could positively revolutionize elections 
in Nigeria, through the introduction 
of new technological innovations. 
These innovations would guarantee the 
constitutional rights of citizens to vote 
and to do so effectively.”

He also held that “The Bill would 
also improve and engender clarity, 
effectiveness and transparency of the 
election process, as well as reduce to the 
barest minimum incidences of acrimony 
arising from dissatisfied candidates and 
political parties.”

Interestingly, the new Electoral Act 
Amendment 2022, will engender a more 
sustainable credibility into the nation’s 

electoral turf with the following benefits 
among many others:- 

Section 50: enshrines electronic 
transmission of results into the extant 
Electoral Act. A process, Nigerians have 
been yearning for to prevent fraud and 
manipulation. 

Clause 65: Power to Review Election 
Results Declared Under Duress. This 
particular clause which was missing in 
the extant Electoral Act, shall address the 
issues of a stolen mandate. 

Section 47: Legalised Electronic 
Accreditation of Voters with the use 
of Smart Card Readers and Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) as 
included into the new extant Electoral 
Act. A development, Nigerians have been 
clamouring for, would increase Voter 
confidence.

Section 84(12) which provides as 
follows:- “No political appointee at 
any level shall be voting delegate or be 
voted for at the Convention or Congress 
of any political party for the purpose of 
the nomination of candidates for any 
election”. 

For some, this section constitute a 
disenfranchisement of serving political 
office holders from voting or being voted 
for at Conventions or Congresses of any 
political party while others believe,  the 
clause will ensure a level playing field for 
all who take part in the party nomination 
of candidates process. Before this Act, 
political office holders are used by their 
principals (governors) to dominate party 
primaries within the ruling party.

Section 29 (1): makes for early conduct 
of party primaries and submission of 
list of candidates. “Every political party 
shall, not later than 180 days (6 months) 
prior to Election Day, submit the list of its 
candidates, who must have emerged from 
valid primaries conducted by the political 
party, to INEC”.  

Section 94: introduces early 
commencement of campaigns. With this 
section, political parties now have more 
time for campaigns, from 90 days to 150 
days, before polling day and 24 hours 
before Election Day. 

We therefore, laud President Buhari, for 
this singular commitment to bequeath the 
legacy of credible elections to Nigerians in 
tandem with his election promise, barely 
7 years ago while urging the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
to be courageous and responsible in 
discharging their service with the new 
Electoral Act 2022.
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Nigerians: A people not worth counting?

A 
democracy counts and 
accounts for three things. 
First, the people; second 

the votes and third, the people’s 
money. For the first, we conduct 
a census. The second is done 
through elections; while the third 
is the focus of  public accounts. 
Through legitimacy conferred by 
counting the votes, government 
acquires the mandate to administer 
the money on behalf  and in favour 
of  the people.

The drama in Nigeria has 
historically been in the counting 
of  votes, which happens every 
four years but the real story is 
that Nigeria has never been able 
to count its people and this is not 
about to change anytime soon. 
To understand why Nigeria’s 
elections are historically rigged, it 
is essential to unravel why and how 
the country has been congenitally 
incapable of  counting its people.

Nigeria’s constitution 
authorises only the Federal 
Government to undertake a census. 
For this purpose, Section 6 of  the 
National Population Commission 
Act empowers the Commission, 
also known as the N-Pop-C, to 
“undertake the enumeration of  the 
population of  Nigeria periodically, 
through censuses, sample surveys 
or otherwise” and to “establish 
and maintain a machinery 
for continuous and universal 
registration of  births and deaths, 
throughout the Federation.” The 
Commission last issued official 
census figures for the country 16 
years ago in 2006. It’s still unable 
to register most births in Nigeria. 
The problem is not necessarily 
that Nigeria has been unable to 
count its people for over one and 
a half  decades. It is actually that 
the country has never been able to 
count its people at all.

Pre-colonial headcounts were 
limited; colonial headcounts 
were dubious and post-colonial 

headcounts have been mostly 
farcical. Let’s begin with the first.

Headcounts in Nigeria predate 
the Amalgamation of  1914. In pre-
colonial Nigeria, there were six 
attempts at counting in and around 
the Colony of  Lagos beginning 
in 1866. Subsequent headcounts 
followed in 1871, 1881, and 1891. 
The 1901 count was the first effort 
“to make estimates for Nigeria as a 
whole.” The merger of  the Colony 
of  Lagos with the Protectorate of  
Southern Nigeria, was followed 
by yet another estimated count in 
1911, which was described as “very 
defective” to the extent that “the 
British administrators in charge 
admitted that the census figures 
were only preliminary and of  little 
value for comparative purposes.”

If  the estimates for the pre-
colonial period were inadequate at 
best, the ones undertaken during 
colonial rule were decidedly 
dubious. Colonial headcounts were 
mostly for military conscription, 
taxation or subsidising the costs 
of  imperial rule. The subjects 
usually found ways to resist them. 
As a result, colonial headcounts 
were always short. They achieved 
one thing though: they created 
demographic baselines that have – 
for good or ill- shaped the gradients 
of  presumed demographic growth.

The 1921 Census was the 
first to take place following the 
Amalgamation but it “yielded 
inaccurate data owing to the 
difficulties arising from the hearty 
dislike which many tribes feel 
towards enumeration, and to the 
shortage of  European staff  due to 
World War I.”

The next census, 10 years later, 
in 1931 occurred in the shadow 
of  the Great Depression globally 
and a locust invasion in the 
“Bornu, Kano, Zaria, Sokoto and 
Adamawa Provinces”, essentially 
covering all of  what is currently 
north-east and north-west Nigeria. 
In the East, the popular unrest led 
by the women against extension of  
tax measures in Aba, Onitsha and 

Owerri in 1929-1930 precluded any 
counts. In the end, active counting 
was confined only to Lagos, Egba, 
Ibadan and Owo divisions in the 
West and some 201 villages in 
Northern Nigeria.

The upshot, as Samuel 
Aluko later recalls, was that 
“[T]he Government Statistician 
commented that there was good 
reason to suppose the census 
figures to be “slightly defective 
in the Northern Provinces and 
much in defect in the Southern 
Provinces”. He estimated that the 
figures were probably understated 
by about five per cent in the 
Northern Provinces, 10 per cent 
in Lagos and in the Abeokuta, 
Benin, Cameroons, Ijebu, Ogoja, 
Ondo, Oyo, and Warri Provinces 
of  Southern Nigeria, and 15 to 20 
per cent in the Onitsha, Owerri, 
and Calabar Provinces of  Eastern 
Nigeria.”

Two things are clear so far from 
this narrative. First, until 1931, 
censuses in Nigeria “were largely 
inaccurate as they did not meet 
all the accepted characteristics 
of  a census.” Second, the 1931 
census established an undercount 
in south-east Nigeria, which has 
persisted nearly one century after.

In 1941, the 2nd World War 
precluded any headcount in 
Nigeria. The next headcount took 
place over four years from 1950 
to 1953 and firmly established 
the politicisation of  headcounts 
in Nigerian history. The count for 
Lagos took place between 1950 
and 1951, followed by that for 
the Northern Region in May to 
July 1952. The Western Region 
(including the Mid-West) followed 
in December 1952 to January 1953. 
The count for the East did not 
occur until May to August 1953. 
While the counting was still to be 
concluded, however, the colonial 
authorities allocated representation 
for the 1953 elections, granting 
50% of  the seats in the federal 
parliament to the Northern 
Region. From resistance, therefore, 

In respect of  the Western Region, 
the Chief  Census Officer reported 
that “of  the 62 census districts 
… provisional total figures are 
available for only five, due, in my 
view, to weakness in the census 
organisation in the Region.”

This was a reference to the 
fact that the census took place 
in the shadow of  the state of  
emergency in the West declared by 
the then Federal Government and 
popularly resisted in the region. 
Alhaji Waziri Ibrahim, then 
Federal Minister of  Economic 
Development, said, “it is useless to 
give out any figures to the public 
under the present circumstances 
. . . The fact is that there have 
been inaccuracies and under no 
circumstances will I release false 
figures. I shall do my duty and if  
in the end we cannot arrive at any 
reasonably accurate figures, as 
the Census Officer has suggested, 
there can be no alternative but to 
do the whole thing again.”

True to Ibrahim’s word, the 
census was re-done in 1963 but 
by common consent, “the 1963 
census figures were arrived at 
by negotiations rather than by 
enumeration.” Ten years later, 
in 1973, “the provisional figures 
were produced but the whole 
process broke down at the final 
evaluation stage because of  
charges and counter-charges of  
deliberate falsification of  data to 
gain economic, political, and/
or ethnic advantage. Moreover, 
the provisional figures, when 
compared with projected figure 
from 1963 census, resulted in 
negative growth rates in some 
sections of  the country. In the end, 
that census was also suppressed 
after the enumeration stage and so 
no data were published.”

Ostensibly, between 1953 and 
1963, “Lagos achieved an annual 
rate of  growth of  9.5 %, Western 
Nigeria, 7.5 %; Eastern Nigeria 
5.3 %; Northern Nigeria 5.I %; 
and Midwestern Nigeria 5%.” 
The assumed population growth 
rate from 1963 to 1976 was 2.5% 
and, since 1977, 3.2%. By 2020, 
population was still said to be 
growing at 3.2%. However, in the 
27 years from 1963 to 1991, the 
population supposedly grew by 
32.9 million, from 55.6 million to 
88.5 million, a growth of  59.1%, 
representing an annual growth 
rate of  2.1%, a far cry from the 
supposed rate of  3.2%. By the last 
census 15 years later in 2006, the 
annual population growth rate 
emerged as 2.8%.

In 108 years since the 
Amalgamation, there have been 
only six headcounts in Nigeria, 
three under colonial rule and three 
more since it ended. The 1991 
census occurred 27 years after that 
of  1963. The 2006 count took place 
15 years after 1991. It is already 16 
years since the 2006 headcount 
and there will be none before the 
country votes in 2023. The results 
of  the 1962 and 1973 headcounts 
were suppressed.

Democracy may depend on 
numbers but Nigeria’s numbers are 
hardly good for democracy. That 
may say something about Nigeria’s 
version of  democracy. Even more, 
a government that does not count 
its living will not care to account 
for its dead.

Opinion 
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“
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

Tragedy: Man butchers brother over land dispute in Imo 

different parts of  the country 
moved to co-opt and corrupt the 
census.

Since Independence, Nigeria’s 
headcounts have degenerated from 
dubious into farce. The first post-
colonial headcount was in 1962. 
About this, the Chief  Federal 
Census Officer claimed that “the 
figures recorded throughout the 
greater part of  Eastern Nigeria 
during the present census are false 
and have been inflated. The figures 
for the five divisions of  Awka, 
Brass, Degema, Eket, and Opobo, 
which have recorded increases 
of  over I00 and I20 per cent, can 
certainly be rejected out of  hand.” 

I
t was a scary sight last Monday at 
Umuobashi, Amaraku in Isiala-
Mbano Local Government Area 

of  Imo State as a 70 year old Ohalete 
Njoku, a native of  the community, 
was publicly paraded around 
the community and its popular 
market square (Orie Amaraku) for 
inflicting several machete cuts on 
his biological brother, Augustine 
Njoku, leading to his death. 

The killer-man, Ohalete Njoku, 
who is alleged to be mischievous 
was said to have descended on 
his hunchback, younger brother, 
Augustine, who was reportedly 
resting in front of  their family house, 
with multiple machete cuts, causing 
the victim’s death. 

The shout from the victim, 
according to a source, had attracted 
neighbours who gave him a hot 
chase and caught up with him.

He was then beaten black 
and blue by youths, according to 
eyewitnesses, before parading him in 
a wheelbarrow with the fresh corpse 
of  his younger brother Augustine, 
who he murdered.

According to their kinsmen, who 
spoke to News Echo, the suspect, 

Ohalete, as an elder brother to the 
victim, allotted a lion share of  the 
family land to himself  leaving his 
younger brother, Augustine, with a 
small portion. 

Greedy Ohalete, has reportedly 
sold all his parcels of  land and began 

plans to kill Augustine, in order to 
take over the remaining portion in 
contention.

In the confession of  the suspect, 
he said that he was angry that his 
brother, a truck pusher, diverted the 
only plot of  land belonging to the 

family.
The man said “I was angry that 

he took the only land belonging to 
our family. Instead of  me to be in 
possession of  the only portion of  
land as the first son, he possessed it. 
I got angry and attacked him.”

A man who stabbed his brother (inside wheel barrow) in Isiala Mbano, Imo state paraded round the community
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The Human Eye
he human eye is an Torgan that reacts 
w i t h  l i g h t  a n d 

allows light perception, color 
vision and depth perception.

T h e  h u m a n  e ye  i s  t h e 
gateway to one of  our five senses. 
The human eye is an organ that 
reacts with light. It allows light 
perception, color vision and 
depth perception. A normal 
human eye can see about 10 
million different colors! There are 
many parts of  a human eye, and 
that is what we are going to cover 
in this atom.

Properties
Contrary to what you might 

think, the human eye is not a 
perfect sphere, but is made up of  
two differently shaped pieces, the 
cornea and the sclera. These two 
parts are connected by a ring 
called the limbus. The part of  the 
eye that is seen is the iris, which is 
the colorful part of  the eye. In the 
middle of  the iris is the pupil, the 
black dot that changes size. The 
cornea covers these elements, but 
is transparent. The fundus is on 
the opposite of  the pupil, but 
inside the eye and cannot be seen 
without special instruments. The 
optic nerve is what conveys the 
signals of  the eye to the brain. 
The human eye is made up of  
three coats:

Diagram of the Human Eye: 
The cornea and lens of  an eye act 
together to form a real image on 
the light-sensing retina, which 
has its densest concentration of  
receptors in the fovea and a blind 
spot over the optic nerve. The 
power of  the lens of  an eye is 
adjustable to provide an image on 
the retina for varying object 
distances. Layers of  tissues with 
varying indices of  refraction in 
t h e  l e n s  a r e  s h ow n  h e r e. 
However, they have been omitted 
from other pictures for clarity.

O u t e r m o s t  L a y e r  – 
composed of  the cornea and the 
sclera.

Middle Layer – composed of  
the choroid, ciliary body and iris.

Innermost Layer – the retina, 
which can be seen with an 
i n s t r u m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e 
ophthalmoscope.

Once you are inside these 
three layers, there is the aqueous 
humor (c lear  f lu id  that  i s 
con ta ined  in  the  an te r io r 
chamber and posterior chamber), 
vitreous body (clear jelly that is 
much bigger than the aqueous 
humor), and the flexible lens. All 
of  these are connected by the 
pupil.

Dynamics
Whenever the eye moves, 

even just a little, it automatically 

read jus t s  the  exposure  by 
adjusting the iris, which regulates 
the size of  the pupil. This is what 
helps the eye adjust to dark places 
or really bright lights. The lens of  
the eye is similar to one in glasses 
or cameras. The human eye is 
had an aperture, just like a 
camera. The pupil serves this 
function, and the iris is the 
aperture stop. The different parts 
of  the eye have different refractive 
indexes, and this is what bends 
the rays to form an image. The 
cornea provides two-thirds of  the 
power to the eye. The lens 
provides the remaining power. 
The image passes through several 
layers of  the eye, but happens in a 
way very similar to that of  a 
convex lens. When the image 
finally reaches the retina, it is 
inverted, but the brain will correct 
this.

Resolution of the Human 
Eye

The human eye is a sense 
organ that allows vision and is 
capable to distinguish about 10 
million colors.

The human eye is an organ 
that reacts to light in many 
circumstances. As a conscious 
sense organ the human eye allows 
vision; rod and cone cells in the 
retina allow conscious light 
perception and vision, including 
color differentiation and the 
perception of  depth. The human 
eye can distinguish about 10 
million colors. 

The retina of  human eye has 
a static contrast ratio of  around 
100:1 (about 6.5 f-stops). As soon 
as the eye moves, it re-adjusts its 
exposure, both chemically and 
geometrically, by adjusting the 
iris (which regulates the size of  
the pupil). Initial dark adaptation 
takes place in approximately four 
s e c o n d s  o f  p r o f o u n d , 
uninterrupted darkness; full 
adaptation, through adjustments 
in retinal chemistry, is mostly 
complete in thirty minutes. 
Hence, a dynamic contrast ratio 
of  about 1,000,000:1 (about 20 f-
stops) is possible. The process is 

nonlinear and multifaceted, so an 
interruption by light starts the 
adaptation process over again. 
Full adaptation is dependent on 
good blood flow (thus dark 
adaptation may be hampered by 
p o o r  c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d 
vasoconstrictors like tobacco).

The eye includes a lens not 
dissimilar to lenses found in 
optical instruments (such as 
cameras). The same principles 
can be applied. The pupil of  the 
human eye is its aperture. The iris 
is the diaphragm that serves as 
the aperture stop. Refraction in 
the cornea causes the effective 
aperture (the entrance pupil) to 
differ slightly from the physical 
pupil diameter. The entrance 
pupil is typically about 4 mm in 
diameter, although it can range 
from 2 mm (f/8.3) in a brightly lit 
place to 8 mm (f/2.1) in the dark. 
The latter value decreases slowly 
with age; older people's eyes 
sometimes dilate to not more 
than 5-6mm.

N e a r s i g h t e d n e s s , 
Fars idedness,  and  Vis ion 
Correction

In order for the human eye to 
see clearly, the image needs to be 
formed directly on the retina; if  it 
is not, the image is blurry.

T h e  h u m a n  e ye  i s  t h e 
gateway to one of  our five senses. 
The human eye is an organ that 
reacts with light. It allows light 
perception, color vision, and 
depth perception, but not all eyes 
are perfect. A normal human eye 
can see about 10 million different 
colors!

Properties
Contrary to what you might 

think, the human eye is not a 
perfect sphere, but is made up of  
two differently shaped pieces, the 
cornea and the sclera. These two 
parts are connected by a ring 
called the limbus. The part of  the 
eye that is seen is the iris, which is 
the colorful part of  the eye. In the 
middle of  the iris is the pupil, 
which is the black dot that 
changes size. The cornea covers 
t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  b u t  i t  i s 

transparent. The fundus is on the 
opposite of  the pupil, but inside 
the eye and cannot be seen 
without special instruments. The 
optic nerve is what conveys the 
signals of  the eye to the brain. 

Vision
The different parts of  the eye 

have different refractive indexes, 
and this is what bends the rays to 
form an image. The cornea 
provides two-thirds of  the power 
to the eye. The lens provides the 
remaining power. The image 
passes through several layers of  
the eye, but this happens in a way 
very similar to that of  a convex 
lens. When the image finally 
reaches the retina, it is inverted, 
but the brain will correct this. For 
the vision to be clear, the image 
has to be formed directly on the 
retina. The focus needs to be 
changed, much like a camera, 
depending on the distance and 
size of  the object. The eye's lens is 
flexible, and changes shape. This 
changes the focal length. The 
eye's ciliary muscles control the 
shape of  the lens. When you 
focus on something, you squeeze 
or relax these muscles.

Near Sighted Vision
Nearsightedness or myopia is 

a vision defect that occurs when 
the focus of  the image is in front 
of  the retina. This is shown in. 
Close objects are seen fine, but 
distant objects are blurry. This 
can be corrected by placing 
diverging lenses in front of  the 
eye. This will cause the light rays 
to spread out before they enter the 
eye.

Far Sighted Vision
F a r s i g h t e d n e s s  o r 

hypermetropia is a vision defect 
that occurs when the focus of  the 
image is behind the retina. This is 
shown in. Distant objects are seen 
fine, but closer objects are blurry. 
This can be corrected by placing 
converging lenses in front of  the 
eye. This will cause the light rays 
to slightly converge together 
before they enter the eye.

Notable points

T
he eye is 
made up of  a number of  parts, 
including the iris, pupil, cornea, 
and retina.

The eye has six muscles 
which control the eye movement, 
all providing different tension 
and torque.

The eye works a lot like a 
camera, the pupil provides the f-
stop and the iris the aperture stop, 
the cornea resembles a lens. The 
way that the image is formed is 
much like the way a convex lens 
forms an image.

The focal point of  the 
image will change depending 
on how the lens is shaped. 
Your lens changes depending 
on the distance of  the object, 
b y  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  o r 
contraction of  the muscles, 
and this controls the focal 
length.

Near sightedness occurs 
when the image is formed 
before the retina.

Farsightedness occurs 
when the image is formed 
behind the retina.

Key Terms
Pupil: The hole in the middle 

of  the iris of  the eye, through 
which light passes to be focused 
on the retina.

Aperture: The diameter of  
the aperture that restricts the 
width of  the light path through 
t h e  w h o l e  s y s t e m .  Fo r  a 
telescope, this is the diameter of  
the  ob jec t ive  lens  (e.g. ,  a 
telescope may have a 100 cm 
aperture).

Myopia: A disorder of  the 
vision where distant objects 
appear blurred because the eye 
focuses their images in front of  
the retina instead of  on it.

H y p e r m e t r o p i a :  A 
disorder of  the vision where 
the eye focuses images behind 
the retina instead of  on it, so 
that distant objects can be seen 
better than near objects.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

The human eye

...To be continued
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here was a huge sigh Tof  relief  when the 
legal team of  IPOB 

Leader,  Mazi  Nnamdi 
Kanu confirmed that he was 
indeed a l ive.   I feanyi 
Ejiofor, the lead counsel to 
the detained leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) Nnamdi Kanu, has 
reacted to rumours over the 
purported death of  the 
Biafran agitator, saying 
t h e r e  w a s  n o  t r u t h 
whatsoever to it. 

The rumour had gained 
ground and spread like wild 
f i r e  on  Monday  a f t e r 
another of  Kanu's lawyer, 
Aloy Ejimakor, posted a 
photo of  a burning candle 
and an eye with a tear drop 
on Facebook. The photos 
which did not carry any 
explanation, led many to 
believe something must 
have happened to Kanu, but 
on  Tuesday  mor n ing, 
Ejiofor came out with a 
statement to dispel the 
rumours and assured that 
“Mazi Nnamdi Kanu is 
very much alive” in the 
custody of  the Department 
of  State Services (DSS).

Beneath the back and 
f o r t h  ' l i f e  o r  d e a t h ' 
confirmation, observers 
tend to believe that all may 
not be well with the health 
situation of  Nnamdi Kanu. 
Justice Binta Nyako had on 
several occasions warned 
the DSS on change of  
clothes for the IPOB leader 
and to allow him to the best 
welfare possible and to 
practice his religion but up 
u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  c o u r t 
appearance in February, 
these directives were not 
obeyed.  Aloy Ejimakor, 
had cried out over the health 
condition of  the Biafran 
agitator, claiming his heart 
is rapidly failing which 
could lead to his untimely 
death if  he is denied urgent 
medical attention. 

Ejimakor who raised the 
alarm in a petition to the 
Red Cross, said in the past 

two weeks, Kanu had been 
b a t t l i n g  w i t h  s e v e r e 
b r e a t h i n g  p r o b l e m s , 
lamenting that the IPOB 
leader has not received 
adequate medical attention 
while in the custody of  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e 
Services (DSS). 

In the letter of  appeal to 
the Red Cross, Ejimakor 
urged the body to put 
pressure on the Nigerian 
government to “facilitate 
i m m e d i a t e  a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i c a l 
examination of  Kanu.” The 
letter, which was made 
available to Ripples Nigeria 
entitled 'RE: Urgent Appeal 
for your humanitarian 
in te r ven t ion  wi th  the 
Government of  Nigeria to 
grant Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
access  to independent 
medical examination and 
c a r e , '  u r g e d  t h e 
international philanthropic 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  d o 
everything possible to bear 
on the government to grant 
Kanu an opportunity of  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i c a l 
examinat ion.  “We are 
a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e 
International Red Cross to 
bring your good offices to 

bear on the Government of  
Nigeria to grant our client 
the oppor tunity of  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i c a l 
examinat ion and care 
within the shortest possible 
t i m e .   “ H i s  h e a l t h , 
particularly his heart, is 
failing him and he was 
having severe breathing 
issues; that his fingernails 
are cracking and he feels 
dizzy. “He told us that he 
was  not  rece iv ing  the 
necessary medical care even 
when the Government of  
Nigeria is aware from his in-
jail medical examination 
that his heart has enlarged 
by  13%.  “His  se r ious 
medical problems require 
the urgent and constant 
attention of  special is t 
doctors [which are not 
being given to him in the 
detention facility]. “Our 
client informs us that his 
blood has been drawn more 
than 20 times without 
explanation, and that he 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  f e e l 
apprehension and dread 
that he is in custody of  those 
that partook in his extra-
ordinary rendition. “In this 
circumstance, he is daily 
f a c i n g  t h e  g r i m  a n d 

imminent risk of  losing his 
life in detention. “

While giving an update 
after a routine visit to Kanu 
in the DSS detention facility 
in Abuja, in the company of  
the lead counsel, Mike 
Ozekhome, and Special 
Counsel, Ejimakor Ejiofor, 
disclosed that the legal team 
was not allowed to see the 
IPOB leader during the 
visit.

In the statement, Ejiofor 
said he was informed by the 
DSS operatives that Kanu 
was protesting against his 
previous inability to meet 
w i t h  h i s  l e g a l 
representative.

“We can authoritatively 
confirm to you all at this 
stage that Nnamdi Kanu is 
very much alive, and still 
being detained in the facility 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  S e c u r i t y 
Services (DSS) National 
Headquarters, Abuja. “He 
is hale and hearty and we 
i m p l o r e  o u r  t e e m i n g 
members and supporters to 
disregard any rumour of  his 
death. “Following the stout 
protest by the erudite Silk, 
we were  consequent ly 
brought in, to meet with 
some superior officers at a 

meeting where all superior 
personnel connected with 
the matter were invited.

 “Far-reaching contacts 
were made to establish the 
f a c t  t h a t  o u r  c l i e n t , 
Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, was presumably 
protesting the previous 
three visits which were 
aborted by the DSS. “All 
efforts made to move the 
visit to his very location of  
detention were not granted 
by the DSS, as they insisted 
t h a t  o u r  r e q u e s t  r a n 
contrary to their procedure 
and guidelines. “Effort is 
presently being intensified 
to pacify Onyendu to have 
one-on-one discussion with 
his legal team, to enable us 
brief  him on legal steps we 
may be compelled to take 
and measures to be adopted 
to assure him that there are 
legal consequences for 
flagrant violations of  court 
orders by the DSS. “We are 
quite hopeful that this 
needless impasse will be 
resolved soon, to enable the 
l e g a l  t e a m  l e d  b y 
Ozekhome, to conduct the 
visit. That has so far been 
assured us.” the statement 
reads.

Cover
Nnamdi Kanu: 
Questions surround health status
…Pronounced alive after death rumour
…Why SoS message to Red Cross?

By Anthony Ogbekile

Nnamdi Kanu discussing strategy with his lawyers in court
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ASUU Strike: EBSU students 
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Uzodimma to include Ngor Okpala in ISOPADEC
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the victory 
of  All Progressives 
Congress in the re-

cent Ngor okpola state 
constituency bye election, 
the governor of  Imo state, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
has expressed his deep ap-
preciation to the constitu-
ency for ensuring that the 
APC candidate emerged 
the winner in the election.

The governor made this 
known when the constitu-
ency paid him a solidarity 
visit in view of  the out-
come of  the election.

The elated governor 
seized the opportunity to 
remind the people that 
their efforts and struggles 
will not be in vain as he 
disclosed that they will be 
rewarded accordingly for 

adhering to his plea during 
the campaign to vote in an 
APC candidate.

He maintained that the 
area has lots of  resourc-
es yet to be tapped that 
should endear them to be 
rated the first among the 
774 local governments in 
the country.

The governor in his mag-
nanimity stated that he will 
present an executive bill 
to the House of  Assembly 
requiring Ngor Okpala 
to be included among the 
Oil producing areas in the 
state.

He attributed the victory 
as an act of  God, stating 
that no man can stay at 
a corner and decide who 
wins election unless God 
permits it. 

He noted that for the 
constituency not to have a 

representative in the Imo 
House of  Assembly for 
two years means alot and 
promised the people that 
his 3R mantra of  Rehabil-
itation, Recovery and Re-
construction will ensure 
the restoration of  all that 
the constituency has lost 
in the past twelve years of  
PDP rule.

“I want to congratulate 

you for the new freedom, 
be patient and believe in 
the government and we 
will not take you for grant-
ed” he stated. He further 
advised them to unani-
mously map out a develop-
ment plan to move the area 
forward. He also declared 
that with the new commit-
ment he sees in the people, 
their story will change for 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he National Associ-
ation of  Nigeria Stu-
dents (NANS), Ebonyi 

State chapter has staged a 
peaceful protest to demand 
an immediate stoppage of  the 
ongoing one-month warning 
strike declared by the Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  Univer-
sities (ASUU).

NANS Ebonyi State chap-
ter made up of  students 
drawn from all tertiary insti-
tutions in the state barricaded 
the Presco Campus section of  
the ever busy Abakaliki-Enu-
gu road demanding immedi-
ate end to incessant strikes.

The students led by the 
Acting Deputy Coordinator 
of  Zone F, Comrade Ewa 
Chukwumaijem and the Joint 
Campus Committee (JJC) 
Chairman elect in the state, 
Comrade Ituma Kelvin, car-

ried placards with inscriptions 
such as “age is irreversible, 
House rents are non-refund-
able, Stop disrupting our life 
plans FG stop delaying our 
career, Stop toying with our 
future and that of  our dear 
nation”, we can’t continue to 
be bait for anybody” among 
others.

Addressing newsmen, Act-
ing Deputy Coordinator of  
Zone F, Comrade Ewa Chuk-
wumaijem said the protest 
was to register their displeas-
ure over the incessant ASUU 
strikes in the nation’s univer-
sities.

He noted that the strikes 
had always been about the 
selfish interests of  ASUU 
and never about the interest 
of  the students. He called on 
the federal government and 
the ASUU to take immediate 
actions towards resolving the 
strike for the interest of  the 
students.

By Ikenna Orioha

A
n apex youth body in 
Imo State, National 
Youth Council of  Ni-

geria (NYCN), says the newly 
signed electoral bill into law 
by President Mohammadu 
Buhari is a plus to the nation’s 
democracy, saying the deci-
sion by the President was well 
informed and timely taken.

The youth stated this 
through their Imo State 
Chairman of  NYCN, Barr. 
Ezinwanne Chimunaya Udo-
ka, while officially observing 
the Ngor-Okpala State Con-

stituency Bye- election held 
last week, hinting that the 
regrets and crises experienced 
in the country given to imbal-
ance of  the Electoral Act will 
now be a thing of  the past, de-
scribing the decision as dem-
ocratic and constitutional that 
will favor all citizens.

The council mentioned that 
it is optimistic that the meas-
ure taken by the Presidency 
and the National Assembly 
will overtly encourage the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) to 
even conduct free, credible 
and peaceful elections in the 

State Commandant of Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps, Anambra State Command, Comdt. Everestus C Obiyo,
during the occasion of 2022 World Civil Defence Day Celebration

good.
The governor further 

urged the winner of  the 
election Okenze Blyden 
Amajirionwu who floored 
his opponents with over 
9248 votes to ensure he 
lives up to expectation and 
work with good conscience 
in order not to disappoint 
the people who turned out 
enmases to vote for him.

In his response, the lead-
er of  the delegation Chief  
TEO Ekechi thanked the 
governor for the support 
he gave to them during the 
election, stating that Ngor 
Okpala has broken the 
jinx that it belongs to the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) and assured of  their 
unalloyed support to the 
governor’s administration.

country, as well as spur poli-
ticians to uphold democratic 
tenets, rule of  law and good 
governance.

“Imo youths under the 
supreme body of  National 
Youth Council of  Nigeria 
are hopeful that the Electoral 
Bill assented to law by Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
is a right step in the right 
direction, a decision well in-

formed. It is indeed a plus 
to democracy. We commend 
the President and the Legisla-
tors for taken the bull by the 
horn to overhaul the elector-
al system to sooth the people 
and cause them to repose to-
tal confidence in INEC and 
urged politicians to maintain 
the standard in order to ad-
vance the country politically, 
socially and economically”.

Defection: High Court dismisses suit against Umahi
By David Eze,  Abakaliki

A high court sitting in Ab-
akaliki, Ebonyi State has 

dismissed a suit by the candi-
date of  the All Progressives 
Congress Party, APC, during 
the 2019 governorship elec-
tions, Senator Sonni Ogbuoji, 
challenging the defection of  
Governor Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State from People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC). 

The plaintiff  had in suit, 
asked the court to remove 
Governor Umahi and his 
Deputy from office and de-
clare him Governor as first 
runner of  the 2019 Gover-
norship elections in the State, 

citing Umahi’s defection from 
the People’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) to the All Progres-
sives Congress Party (APC) 
as reason.

Delivering the judgement 
at the Federal High Court 
2, Abakaliki, Justice Henry 
Njoku  the presiding Judge, 
His Lordship, Hon. Justice 
Henry Njoku, stated that the 
plaintiff  came by originating 
summons seeking the Court 
to hold that the defendant, 
Governor of  Ebonyi State, 
having defected to APC from 
the Party through which he 
was elected ought to vacate 
the office of  the Governor 
upon defection and that the 
plaintiff  having come second 

in the 2019 election be sworn 
in instead. 

Though the plaintiff  did not 
come through relevant rules 
of  Court to institute their orig-
inating summons, the Court 
still went ahead in the interest 
of  substantive justice to hear 
the matter of  the propriety 
of  the defection of  Governor 
Umahi from PDP to APC.

The plaintiff  sought to de-
termine whether Governor 
Umahi having defected to 
APC can still continue to be 
Governor, having regards to 
the provisions of  the consti-
tution and the Electoral Act 
as relied upon by the plaintiff  
and that having come second 
in the Governorship election 

Release Nnamdi Kanu or face 
drought of rainfall – Priestess 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
Priestess, Ezen-
wanyi Adani Orim-
iri Asaa has called 

for the unconditional re-
lease of  detained leader of  
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra,  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu by 
the federal government.

She stated this in Umua-
hia in message she made 
available to Journalists, 
advising that the call for 
Kanu’s freedom should not 
be ignored by President 
Mohammadu Buhari.

The Priestess who said 
her message should not be 
ignored, prophesied that 
there would be a drought 
in rainfall and dew in the 
country in the next three 
years if  Kanu remained in-
side prison.

Her words, “As Anigboo 
Ezema of  Igbo land liveth, 
I make this pronouncement 
that  there shall be neither 
dew nor raindrops in the 
next three years except Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu is released, 
and I make another reversal  
pronouncement”

Ezenwanyi Adani Orimiri 
Asaa who claimed goddess 
of  Ndigbo however stated 
that in the place where she 
comes  from,  “we don’t kill 
to acquire or get anything. 
We are rather much more 
involved in spiritual war-
fare”, positing that there is 
a natural mystic blowing 
through the air. 

The Priestess urged  Pres-
ident Mohammadu Bu-
hari to douse the present 
security situation in Igbo 
land  through the release of  
Kanu.

ought to be sworn in.
The defendant in his argu-

ment canvassed that the plain-
tiff  was relying on the pre-elec-
tion/election qualification 
issues, arguing that there is no 
provision in the constitution 
that provides for defection as 
one of  the grounds for the va-
cation or removal of  a person 
as Governor or as  Deputy 
Governor. He alluded to judi-
cial authorities of  Appellant 
Courts that have settled the 
matter. 

The Court therefore dis-
missed in its entirety, the suit 
filed by the plaintiff  for lack-
ing in merit and awarded Five 
Hundred Thousand Naira 
(N500, 000.00) as damages 
against the plaintiff.
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Special Report

Ndigbo will dump PDP if 
Atiku gets ticket - Ohanaeze

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has 
berated former 

Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar’s comment 
on him winning 
the 2023 People’s 
Democratic Party 
(PDP) Presidential 
ticket as a political 
miscalculation and 
boastful mistake. 

Mazi Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro, Secretary-
General, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide 
said that in 2019, 
Ndigbo showed enough 
loyalty to the PDP and 
Atiku and the present 
predicaments and 
penalties facing the 
South-East today, was 
the 2019 Igbo support 
given to Atiku and 
PDP, adding that in 
2023, Igbos will dump 
PDP if  Atiku wins the 

Nyesom Wike openly 
denounced Atiku’s 
proposal, for him to 
be his running mate in 
2023.

“This is enough 
message and signal 
to him that 2023 is 
exclusively reserved for 
a Southern President, 
and Atiku should 
search his conscience 
and support an Igbo in 
the PDP primaries to 
avert a disgraceful end 
of  his political career. 

“The Southern 
Nigerian leaders and 
Governors have vowed 
that it’s unhealthy for 
another Northerner 
to succeed President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
in 2023.”

He said that 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo in 
alliance with other 
ethnic groups will 
ensure that any political 
party that refuses to 
zone their presidential 

ticket to the South 
will suffer in the 2023 
presidential election.

Isiguzoro said that 
Ohanaeze appreciates 
the unity of  purpose 
demonstrated by 
the Middle Belt and 
Southern leaders, on 
speaking the truth 
and establishing the 
fact that based on 
equity and fairness 
in the spirit of  one 
brotherhood that 2023 
should be exclusively 
reserved for the Igbo to 
halt the disintegration 
adherents and factors 
threatening the 
corporate existence of  
Nigeria beyond 2023.

He said that based 
on this circumstance 
on the ground, any 
promotion of  Northern 
continuation after eight 
years of  President 
Buhari from any 
individual is callous, 
voracious and selfish.

By Chuma Austin, Enugu PDP tickets.
Ohanaeze said that 

Atiku’s comment, 
“Have I ever failed 
to get the ticket? I’m 
confident that I will 
still get it,” which he 
made during a visit 
to former President, 
Olusegun Obasanjo is 
a nostalgic belief  that 
has decorated him as 
a desperate politician 
swimming against the 
political currents and 
tides of  the moment, 
adding that he has 
misread the mood of  
the nation ahead of  
2023.

Isiguzoro said that 
Atiku’s boastful nature 
and the miscalculation 
of  the political 
arithmetic of  the 
current situation in 
Nigeria may retire him 
from partisan politics 
in 2023, adding that 
if  Atiku continues, he 
will surely taste the 

venom of  Nigerians in 
the PDP primaries and 
disgrace that awaits 
him.

“Atiku has the 
constitutional rights to 
aspire to for the office 
of  President in 2023, 
but one had expected 
him not to rock the boat 
now that the odds are 
against him based on 
his age and his region.

“He should not fight 
dirty or appear desperate 
for the presidency, 
rather it’s time for 
him to voluntarily quit 
partisan politics and 
take his rightful place 
in history as an Elder 
statesman without 
being dishonoured and 
disgraced.

“Ndigbo had 
expected that Atiku 
Abubakar should 
support a younger 
person, for 2023, 
especially after the 
Rivers State Governor, 

Atiku
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FENRAD, CEHRAWS lament 
hazards of illegal refineries in 
Abia oil communities

T
he Foundation for En-
vironmental Rights 
Advocacy and Devel-

opment (FENRAD) and the 
Centre for Human Rights 
Advocacy and Wholesome 
Society (CEHRAWS) have 
raised alarm saying they 
have noticed black soot 
particles have taken over 
communities in Ukwa West 
Local Government Area of 
Abia State. 

FENRAD, a pro-democ-
racy and environmental 
rights group and CEHRAWS, 
a civil rights advocacy group 
both called on the Abia gov -
ernment warning that fore-
shadows a looming danger 
with a huge impact on peo -
ple’s health. 

Their information 
was contained in a joint 
statement made available 
to News Echo by Comrade 
Nnanna Nwafor, Executive 
Director, FENRAD and 
Comrade Okoye Chuka 
Peter, Executive Director, 
CEHRWAS.

They said that their on the 
spot findings have revealed 
that the black soot is a 
result of  activities of  illegal 
refineries, illegal bunkering 
that is currently in operation 
within the oil communities 
that are unchecked by 
relevant authorities.

The groups said that 
such unhealthy activities 
are currently endangering 
livelihood in the affected 
areas of  the state. They called 
on the Abia government, her 
ministry of  environment, 
other relevant agencies, 
including the federal 
government to intervene.

The groups insisted that a 
deep black powdery or flaky 
substance have currently 
taken over Owaza and other 
communities in the Abia 
oil region with video and 
picture evidence.

“After a visit to some 
communities in the said LGA, 
FENRAD & CEHRAWS  is 
of  the view that there is a 
need now for both mitigative 
and restorative measure that 
averts what it believes poses 
a potential environmental 
threat. 

“While there exist, 
within petroleum informal 
sector, Indigenous and 
illegal refineries, we regret 
that these illegal industries 
are being aided in no 
small measure by security 
agencies like the military 
and civil defence operatives, 
for which clashes between 
host communities and 
the security agencies have 
broken out countless times. 

“It is to be understood 
that, as is the case with 
Rivers State, many locals 
and other interest groups 
are racketeering in the shady 
deal now becoming a norm 
in Ukwa West. 

“The outcome of  such en-
vironmental recklessness, all 
available records show, has 
always remained largely un-
sustainable and insufferable 
for the most part. 

“In Rivers State and 
elsewhere, governments 

there, FENRAD & 
CEHRAWS observed, have 
begun implementation of 
stiff  penalties and severe 
punishments against 
offenders with many of  such 
local refineries torn down,” 
they said.

The groups said that with 
this current trend, the lifespan 
of  the said communities 
including that of  the unborn 
and pregnant women are 
already endangered. 

They said that soot is not 
a domestic waste particle but 
suspended impure carbon 
with high toxicity, dangerous 
to biodiversity and the entire 
ecosystem. 

“It is shocking that in 
a world where everyone 
is moving towards the 
alternative and clean source 
of  energy with the talk of 
biodiversity as the plank of 
state and non-state actors’ 

commitment towards 
sustainable development, 
Abia could be going in a 
reverse direction in the name 
of  “Kpo Fire” and illegal 
bunkering. This, FENRAD 
& CEHRAWS says is 
worrisome. 

“FENRAD & CEH-
RAWS however, calls on 

the traditional ruler(s) and 
village heads of  the affected 
communities and towns to 
do the needful to end this de -
pletion. 

“We also call on state and 
federal government to do the 
needful by harnessing the 
petroleum subsector to avert 
a looming danger,” they said.

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Buildings in the affected areas covered by black soot

...As black soot takes over Owaza, other towns

get financial autonomy

T
he Senate has 
approved financial 
autonomy for state 

legislatures, judiciary and local 
governments in the country.

This was revealed on 
Tuesday during House 
voting sessions, on the report 
of  the Senate Committee 
on the Review of  the 1999 
Constitution (Fifth Alteration) 
Bills, 2022.

Senators during voting on 

the report, however, rejected 
pension for presiding officers 
of  the legislature.

Out of  a total number of  88 
Senators registered to vote on 
the bill, 34 voted in support, 
and 53 were against the bill.

Also rejected was a bill to 
override Presidential Veto in 
Constitution Alteration, and 
a bill to override Presidential 
Veto in respect of  ordinary 
money bills.



2023: Group backs Igbo Presidency

Imo police repels attack on 
Njaba Police Station
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By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has re-
pelled an attack on 

Njaba police station by gun-
men suspected to be mem-
bers of  the proscribed In-
digenous People of  Biafra/
Eastern Security Network.

This was made known in 
release by the Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, CPP 
Mike Mbata, he stated that” 
Sequel to the modified and 
robust strategies emplaced 
by the command under the 
watch of  the indefatigable 
Commissioner of  police, 
Imo State Command, CP 
Rabiu Hussaini, to check-
mate all criminals activities 
within the state especially at-
tacks on police station.

The strategies yielded 
results, when on 01/ 03 / 
2022 at about 0140 hours, 
gunmen suspected to be 
members of  the proscribed 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra/ Eastern Security Net-
work came in their numbers 
threw Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs) and shooting 
sporadically, attempting to 
gain entrance into the station 
but were repelled by the ever 
gallant Divisional Police Of-
ficer and his men supported 
by some of  the Command’s 
Tactical Teams.

The police operatives of  
the division who positioned 
themselves strategically and 
professionally, engaged the 
hoodlums in a gun duel and 
in the process they were sup-
pressed, having suffered a 
huge defeat, with a number 
of  them sustaining various 
degrees of  bullet wounds”

He disclosed that the 
hoodlums retreated, running 
towards Njaba bridge in a Si-
enna vehicle and were given 
a hot chase.

“Unfortunately for them, 
the hoodlums ran into a de-
tachment of  the Army at 

Njaba Bridge, who engaged 
them in another gun battle. 
During the exchange of  gun 
fire, the hoodlums suffered 
huge casualty which made 
them scampered for safely 
running into the bush aban-
doning their operational ve-
hicle”.

“Consequently, an aggres-
sive combing of  the bush/
manhunt for the hoodlums 
is ongoing to recover more 
arms and to arrest the flee-
ing suspects since they can-
not move far because of  the 
blood stains trails seen in the 
vehicle and on the ground in 
the bushes.

However, at the scene, 
one pump action gun, aban-
doned by one of  the injured 
hoodlums was recovered 
and the Sienna vehicle used 
and abandoned was towed 
to the station for further in-
vestigation.

Meanwhile, in the course 
of  the attack, due to the 
gallantry/ professionalism 
exhibited by the police op-
eratives, no life was lost, no 
arms/ammunition was cart-
ed away and the building of  
the police station remained 
intact apart from the minor 
damage to the perimeter wall 
fence.

The Commissioner of  
Police, CP Rabiu Hussaini, 
commended the officers and 
men for their gallantry and 
urged them not to relent in 
their efforts until all criminal 
elements and their partners 
are apprehended and made 
to face the full wrath of  the 
law.  

He then appealed to Im-
olites for the continuous 
support and collaboration 
by giving security agencies 
especially the Police, credi-
ble and timely information 
and to report any person 
seen treating bullet wounds 
or hiding within the commu-
nity to the nearest police sta-
tion for prompt action.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Alaigbo Develop-
ment Foundation, 
(ADF) has thrown 

its weight behind the quest 
for a president of  Southeast 
extraction, describing those 
against the project as ene-
mies of  democracy.

The President of  ADF, 
Professor Uzodinma Nwala, 
spoke in Enugu on Monday 
while briefing newsmen.

His words: “ADF is very 
supportive of  the on-going 
agitation for Igbo Presiden-
cy. We support all the or-
ganizations and individuals 
campaigning for a President 
of  Igbo extraction from 
the South-East geopolitical 
zone.

“ADF supports the princi-
ples of  zoning and rotation-
al presidency. We therefore 
condemned the attitude of  
some Nigerian politicians 
who have come to view 
Nigeria as their father’s or-
chard.

“These characters have 
been permanently opposed 
to political reforms, especially 
the democratic principles of  
rotation of  power and zon-
ing, as essential ingredients of  
democratic principles of  pow-
er–sharing in the Nigerian 
Federation. This is the main 
source of  the Nigerian crises.

“A critical look at the pow-
er equation in Nigeria would 

reveal that one region – the 
Northern region – has mo-
nopolized power since Inde-
pendence in 1960.”

“The South-West has had 
power under Gen. Olusegun 
Obasanjo both as a military 
leader and a civilian president 
insisting that the idea of  an-
other South-West Presidency 
now is scandalous and must 
be condemned.

“Anybody supporting that 
is not a friend of  democratic 
forces in Nigeria.” “In Nige-
ria’s political history the Igbo 
were only in power for  six 
months under the regime of  

Protesting NANS students in Abakaliki.

Gen. J. T. U. Aguiyi Ironsi, 
“so, it is self-evident that it is 
their turn to produce the next 
president of  Nigeria.”

“I, however, urge Ndigbo to 
change their political strategy 
in the quest for self- determi-
nation.

“In the light of  the current 
state of  insecurity and anar-
chy enveloping Alaigbo in 
particular and Nigeria in gen-
eral, we present a new strat-
egy based on the use of  the 
ballot as a strategy for effect-
ing social/political change.” 
“There is the need for Ndig-
bo to appreciate the impact 

and potency of  the ballot in 
power struggle. We should 
stop opposing elections. This 
strategy is intended to mobi-
lize all pan-Igbo and pro-Bia-
fran organizations to adopt 
the ballot as critical force in 
our struggle for self-determi-
nation.

“The entire social fabric in 
Alaigbo has to be mobilized 
to participate in electoral 
politics to elect qualitative 
leaders and legislators who 
would stand with the people 
as against the current situ-
ation where our leaders are 
completely alienated from the 
people.

Anambra NULGE charges members 
on service delivery  
From Karen James, Nnewi

T
he National Union of  
Local Government 
Employees, Anambra 

West (NULGE) Chapter has 
celebrated outstanding staff  
members, who distinguished 
themselves in the service to 
their fatherland.  

The events, which took 
place at Nzam, the local gov-
ernment Secretariat, were 
aimed at promoting social 
interaction and rewarding dil-
igent staff  members.  

In remarks, the chairman 
Anambra West LGA, Mr. 
Sylvester Orji Okafor ex-
tolled the resilience of  the LG 

workers in the state, noting 
that without them the LG 
wouldn’t exist.  

Orji Okafor, who spoke 
through the Head of  Admin-
istration, Mrs. Stella Nwank-
wo described the workers 
as the engine of  democracy, 
noting that the awardees had 
been outstanding, and there-
fore deserved the awards.  

Chairman Local Service 
Commission Mr. Peter Egenti 
represented by Commission-
er III Mr. Ugochukwu Ezeani 
promised to look into the 
plight of  workers in Anambra 
West.  

State President of  the un-
ion, Mr. Chikwelu Adigwe 

praised the efforts of  his 
colleagues, noting that his 
team worked hard with the 
State Government to ensure 
speedy construction of  the 
Nzam road.  

He also said that the pro-
vision of  coaster buses for 
workers in Anambra West 
would be contained the series 
of  memos he would be sent 
to the State Government on 
behalf  of  the Union.  

He commended the man-
agement of  the LG for initi-
ating such a platform to cel-
ebrate outstanding workers, 
urging the workers not to re-
lent in their services to the LG 
and state.  

Leadership tussle: Supreme Court order on Imo
APC unsettles party ranks
...Threatens Ngor-Okpala bye-election results

here is palpable fear Tin the camp of  the 
Macdonald Ebere led 

Imo State chapter of  the 
ruling All  Progressives 
Congress (APC) as the 
supreme court has hinted 
that the other factional 
leadership  led  by  Dan 
Nwafor should take charge 
o f  the  par ty  un t i l  the 
determination of  the matter 
come May 27.

In order to resolve the 
imbroglio, the Supreme 
C o u r t  o n  M o n d a y , 
scheduled May 27, to deliver 
judgment on the leadership 

crisis rocking the Imo State 
chapter of  the APC. 

A five-man panel of  
justices of  the apex court led 
by Justice Kayode Ariwola 
adjourned to determine the 
merit of  a suit seeking to set 
aside the judgment of  the 
Abuja Division of  the Court 
of  Appeal, which sacked Mr. 
D a n i e l  N wa f o r  a s  t h e 
Chairman of  the APC in 
Imo state.

This appeal was ratified 
for judgment after all the 
parties adopted their final 
briefs of  argument.

The APC had through 

i t s  l a w y e r ,  R o b e r t 
Emukpoeruo, SAN, urged 
the court to allow the appeal 
marked SC/CV/884/2020.

It contended that the 
appellate court erred in law 
when it approved Nwafor's 
removal.

This was based on a pre-
election matter that was 

lodged before a High Court 
o f  the  Federa l  Capi ta l 
Territory, Abuja, by one of  its 
chieftains in the state, Mr. 
Evan Enwerem.

H oweve r,  E n we r e m 
urged the Supreme Court to 
d i s m i s s  t h e  a p p e a l  b y 
Nwafor,  who a l l eged ly 
aligned himself  with the 

APC.
On July 20, 2020, an 

Abuja High Court mandated 
Nwafor not to enforce or give 
effect to a 2018 judgement of  
the court that recognised him 
as Chairman of  APC in Imo 
state.

Justice Othman Musa 
ruled that this was pending 
the determination of  the 
appeal that was filed by the 
party.

According to the Justice, 
the crux of  the appeal by the 
APC was that at the time the 

court entertained the suit that 
led to the judgment that 
recognized Nwafor as its 
Chairman in Imo, it was 
more than 14 days from the 
date it held congresses in the 
state.

However, if  the case is 
finally decided in favor of  
Dan Nwafor who is loyal to 
the former governor Rochas 
Okorocha, it means that the 
recent winner of  the Ngor 
Okpala bye-election, Blyden 
Amajirionwu will have the 
rock to hit.
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PDP chieftain calls for the arrest of
abductors of INEC staff

NDLEA commander warns Imo 
youths on dangers of drug abuse

News

Alex Otti flags off scholarship program
for Abia undergraduates
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A
lex Otti Founda-
tion has flagged off  
scholarship scheme 

for Abia students in public 
universities and Polytech-
nics, for 2022.

The foundation made 
the disclosure in Umuahia, 
Abia State in a statement 
on the scholarship project 
for the year 2022.

The executive Director 
of  the foundation, Mr. 
Chinedu Eke in the state-
ment, said the scholarship 
project was not connected 
with Dr. Alex Otti’s po-
litical career, but only de-
signed by Dr. Otti to pro-
duce brilliant minds that 

would rule the future and 
to leave a lasting legacy in 
Abia State and the entire 
world.

The executive director 
stated that world-class con-
sultants from globally-ac-
claimed institutions were 
engaged by the foundation 
for the screening of  all ap-
plicants to the scholarship, 
declaring that an interested 
applicant did not need to be 
connected to a high socie-
ty personality before he or 
she could benefit from the 
scholarship.

He announced that about 
50 students have so far been 
interviewed for the 2022 
edition, noting that each 
successful applicant re-
ceives the sum of  N150,000 

per session till the students 
graduate, apart from the 
banquet organised for them 
on their year of  selection.

The Alex Otti founda-
tion stated that 35 students 
were given scholarship in 
2021, even as he traced the 
history of  the educational 

project to 2017 which had 
given opportunities to hun-
dreds of  brilliant students, 
especially those from poor 
homes.

On who is qualified to 
apply, he said any student 
of  Abia State origin or any 
student resident in Abia 

By Glory Ugochukwu

T
he National Drug 
Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), 

in collaboration with Pat-
ricklingo Pharmaceuticals 
Limited, has warned Imo 
youths on the dangers of  
drug and substance abuse.

NDLEA Commander, 
Reuben Apeh while speak-
ing during the programme 
in Akokwa, Ideato North 
Council, on Monday, de-
scribed drug abuse as “an 
evil wind that blows no-
body any good.”

Apeh who commend-
ed the company for the 
partnership, charged other 
good spirited Nigerians to 
tow the same path.

He also said that they 
have to help the youth un-
derstand that no one who 
indulges in drugs lives a suc-
cessful life because drugs 
affect not just the user but 

the family and community 
at large.

He further said that it 
leads to loss of  dignity and 
focus as well as has severe 
health implications such as 
memory loss and psycho-
logical imbalance and they 
want youths to say no to 
drugs.

Chief  Executive Of-
ficer of  Patricklingo, Pat-
rick Onwuelingo, said the 
partnership with NDLEA 
was part of  performing his 
company’s Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) 
of  discouraging the con-
sumption of  hard drugs, 
such as methampheta-
mine. Onwuelingo while 
commending activities of  
the NDLEA in Imo urges 
youths of  the community 
to reject drugs and build a 
society that they and gener-
ations after them would be 
proud of.

By Glory Ugochukwu

T
he National Secretary 
of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party, PDP, 

Samuel Anyanwu has called 
for the arrest and prosecution 
of  those behind the abduction 
of  the ad-hoc staff  of  the In-
dependent National Elector-
al Commission (INEC), in 
the just concluded Imo State 
by-election of  Ngor Okpala 
state constituency last Satur-
day.

Anyanwu had made this 

statement while speaking to 
newsmen in Owerri, on the 
outcome of  the by-election. 
He said that the abduction of  
the Ad-hoc staff  of  the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) in Ngor 
Okpala State Constituency 
by-election was despicable 
and fraudulent, regretting the 
hijacking of  INEC sensitive 
materials by political thugs 
suspected to be loyal to the 
ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC).

He also said that the steal-

The collapsed building in Umuahia.

State are qualified and add-
ed that any student who 
has any ancestral trace to 
Abia State is also qualified 
to apply for scholarship.

“Dr Alex Otti is spon-
soring it and he is doing 
everything possible to im-
prove the standard of  edu-

cation in Nigeria. It is not a 
political scheme. It is hard 
organising something that 
is transparent. Nobody is 
allowed to influence or 
smuggle his or her children 
into the program because 
we choose the best”, said 
Chinedu Eke.

ing of  the INEC materials 
came after the news had gone 
to the public that the PDP 
candidate was leading in vir-
tually all the polling booths 
and electoral wards in Ngor 
Okpala LGA.

He further said that for 
the candidate of  the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Blyden Amajirionwu 
to be defeated in his polling 
booth is a confirmation that 
the PDP candidate, Jeff  Nwa-
chukwu was truly ahead of  
his closest challenger.

He also called on the se-
curity agencies in the state to 
immediately apprehend those 
behind the stealing and hi-
jack of  the election materials 
while appealing to PDP sup-
porters to remain calm.

Peoples Democratic Party 
also said that the party will 
never accept anything less 
than free, fair and credible 
election even while they com-
mend the party faithful for 
resisting all intimidations by 
APC to rig the poll.

Anambra NYSC task members on 
self-actualization, deploys 1,558
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
bout 1,558 corps 
members have been 
deployed for the Na-

tional Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) 2022 Batch A’ 
(Stream 1) orientation pro-
gramme in Anambra State.

The State NYSC Coordi-
nator, Mrs. Yetunde Baderin-
wa, who announced the fig-
ure, on Tuesday, during the 
swearing-in ceremony of  the 
batch at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
NYSC Unity Permanent Ori-
entation Camp, Umuawulu/

Mbaukwu, in Awka South 
local government area, stat-
ed that 840 of  them are 
males while 878 are females. 
According to her, the corps 
members were tested and 
confirmed fit for the exercise, 
as well as kitted and accom-
modated in line with COV-
ID-19 protocols.

The Coordinator, who also 
represented the Scheme Di-
rector General, Major Gen-
eral Shaibu Ibrahim, at the 
ceremony, urged the Corps 
members to maintain the car-
dinal objectives of  the NYSC, 
that centre on promotion of  

national unity and integra-
tion.

“The Scheme, was de-
signed to equip you for the 
tasks of  the Service year 
through lessons on the cardi-
nal programmes, leadership 
coaching, paramilitary drills 
and other physical train-
ings as well as sensitization 
on topical national issues, 
amongst others.

“It is also a platform for 
kick-starting various activi-
ties that will enable you real-
ize your potentials and attain 
individual feats both within 
and beyond the period of  

Anambra NSCDC promises to 
promote greater resilience to disaster 

service. I therefore, enjoin 
you to avail yourselves of  this 
once-in-life-time opportunity 
by participating actively in 
all the Camp activities, she 
added.

The State Chief  Judge , 
Honourable Onochie An-
yachebelu, while performing 
the ceremony, assured the 
corps members of  the state 
government continuous com-
mitment to providing suitable 
atmosphere for youths in re-
spective of  tribe and religion, 
to maximize their potentials 
of  self-actualization and 
self-employment.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe
 Awka

T
he State Commandant 
of  Nigeria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps, 

Anambra State Command, 
Comdt. Everestus C Obiyo 
has called on Nigerians to 
support the Corps in its vital 
role in safeguarding citizens 
from either natural or man-
made disasters by educating 
them on how to defend them-
selves with knowledge of  pre-
paredness, avoidance and self- 
protection.

Obiyo made this call while 
addressing officers and men 
of  the Corps at the State 
Command Headquarters, 

Awka on Tuesday during 
the occasion of  2022 World 
Civil Defence Day Celebra-
tion with the theme “Civil 
Defence and Management of  
Displaced Populations in the 
Face of  Disasters and Crises; 
Role of  Volunteers and the 
Fight Against Pandemics”.

Comdt Obiyo said that the 
Nigeria Security and Civ-
il Defence Corps, being a 
member of  the international 
Civil Defence Organization, 
ICDO, and a major stake-
holder worldwide in civil 
protection management, cel-
ebrates with the sole aim of  
raising awareness towards 
protecting the civil populace .
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he Federal High TCourt in Ibadan has 
s u b p o e n a e d  a  

Nigerian Correctional  
Service (NCoS) Deputy 
Superintendent,  J.  O. 
Oyaleke.

T h e  o f f i c e r  w a s  
summoned over his failure 
to produce Oluwadamilola 
Otuyalo in court.

The defendant is being 
p r o s e c u t e d  b y  t h e  

he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC), 

Zamfara Command, says it 
has arrested a primary 
school teacher, Mukaila 
Abdurrazak, for allegedly 
defiling his 13-year-old 
student for three years.

T h e  C o m m a n d ' s 
Public Relations Officer, 
Mr Ikor Oche, confirmed 
this in a statement issued 
on Tuesday.

Oche said that the 30-
year-old suspect, who was 
the girl's teacher both at 

ension has gripped TU r h u o k a 
c o m m u n i t y  o f  

Abraka in the Ethiope East 
Local Government Area of  
Delta State as suspected 
F u l a n i  h e r d s m e n 
reportedly macheted one 
Oghenevwoke Okpako to 
death in the community's 
farmland. 

The cor pse  of  the 
deceased was buried in a 
s h a l l ow  g r ave  b y  h i s 
assailants. 

It was gathered that 
Oghenevwoke Okpako was 
killed when he went to his 
farm last Wednesday, 23rd 
February 2022, to fetch 
firewood. 

It was gathered that a 
search for him began same 
day when he did not return 
and his phone was not 
going through.

C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
vigilante members and 
some members of  Urhuoka 
community in Abraka were 
said to have resorted to an 
intensive search of  the 
farmland and eventually 
found his remain in a 
shallow grave in the forest. 

Af ter  Okpako was 
found, the search team 

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e 
deceased had machete cuts 
in several parts of  his body, 
suggesting he must have 
s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  h i s 
assailants. 

A source confirmed 
that the late farmer recently 
finalized his marriage with 
his wife, adding that he left 
behind an aged mother and 
children. 

Meanwhile, worried 
i n d i g e n e s  o f  t h e 
community have resolved 
to dispatch a Save-Our-
Souls (SOS) petition to the 
State Governor, Dr. Ifeanyi 
Okowa with a view to 
wading into the security 
situation in the community 
and do something urgent to 
p ro tec t  the  l ive s  and 
property of  the residents. 

An insider who said 
that they may have to resort 
to self  defence if  nothing is 
done urgently further told 
journalists under condition 
of  anonymity that one of  
their demands includes the 
possible location of  an 
army base at the boundary 
of  Urhuoka community. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
community's President 
General, Deacon Stephen 

Av w e n e g h a g h a ,  h a s 
continued to pacify the 
aggrieved youths to calm 
their nerves and not resort 
to reprisal attacks. 

He lamented that the 
porous security in the 
community may lead to 
f o o d  s c a r c i t y  i f  n o t 
checkmated. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ We  a r e 
predicting that in the next 
one year, death that will 
come from hunger is going 
to be too much; starvation 
is coming. 

“People cannot farm; 
no foodstuffs. When the 
place was peaceful, Abraka 
was feeding 60% of  Delta 
State because the soil is 
fertile. But now, our people 
struggle to buy cassava. 

“Imagine us that before 
this  cris is  was sel l ing 
cassava and farm produce, 
now go as far as Evboesi to 
buy. How are we going to 
make our money and feed 
well?”

T h e  p o l i c e  p u b l i c 
relations officer for the 
State Command, DSP 
Bright Edafe could not be 
reached for confirmation as 
of  the time of  filing this 
report. 

home and in school in 
Gusau, allegedly used the 
opportunity to constantly 
defile her for three years.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
suspect had confessed to 
t h e  c r i m e  d u r i n g  a 
preliminary investigation.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
command sa id  i t  has 
apprehended three persons 
who allegedly attacked a 
House of  Representatives 
m e m b e r ,  S u l e i m a n 
Abubakar.

A b u b a k a r , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 

Gummi/Bukuyum Federal 
Constituency and the Sole 
Administrator, Gummi 
Local Government, Alhaji 
Shehu D/Takwas, was 
a l legedly  at tacked on 
Saturday in Birnin Magaji.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, the suspects 
assaulted the duo and 
destroyed the windscreen 
of  an official vehicle with 
registration number GMM 
03 LG.

It said that all the 
suspects would be charged 
to court after investigation.

p r o d u c e  O t u ya l o  o n  
December 2, 2021, which 
h a d  b e e n  s l a t e d  f o r  
commencement of  trial.

Oyaleke told the court 
that the defendant was 
among the 401 inmates who 
fled Abolongo correctional 
facility on October 22, 
2021.

He said the NCoS in 
Oyo State was working with 
relevant agencies to ensure 

Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n  
(EFCC).

Otuyalo was remanded 
for his alleged involvement 
in cybercrimes to the tune 
of  £45,000.

Oyaleke, attached to 
Justice Uche Agomoh's 
court, has the responsibility 
of  producing defendants 
sent to prison.

The officer failed to 

the  re -ar res t .  Jus t ice  
Agomoh adjourned till 
June 29, 2022.

Otuyalo faces a five-
count charge for internet 

n unidentified man 

Ahas burnt to death in 
a  m a s q u e r a d e 

costume in Anambra State, 
while trying to pull a stunt.

It was gathered that the 
i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  a t 
Ogbunike, during the Eli'm 
Ede' Cultural Festival, which 
was held on Saturday.

The festival is an annual 
event, where masquerades of  
various sizes and shapes 

n FCT High Court 

Ai n  K u b w a ,  o n 
Tuesday, ordered a 

27- year-old businessman, 
Ejaigu Doland, to clean the 
premises of  the Saint John 
Mary Vianney Catholic 
Church, Kubwa, Abuja for 
90 days over attempted 
cheating. 

Doland pleaded guilty to 
fraud filed by the Economic 
a n d  F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission and begged the 
court for leniency. 

Delivering his ruling, 
Justice Kezziah Ogbonnaya 
ordered Doland to report to 
the church every day at 9 am, 
and sign in and out upon 
completion of  the service. 

Failure to perform the 
community service would 
lead to a reversal of  the 
sentence to a correctional 
facility, ” Ogbonnaya said.

She warned him to desist 
from committing crimes and 
be of  good behaviour. 

E a r l i e r,  t h e  E F C C 
Counsel, Mariya Sherriff, 
told the court that a plea 
bargain agreement had been 
s igned  by  the  de fence 
counsel, Calistus Aneke, and 
the terms were adopted. 

S h e r r i f f  s a i d  t h e 
agreement is pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  2 7 0  o f  t h e 
Administration of  Criminal 
Justice Act, adding that 
Doland agreed to forfeit 
proceeds of  the crime to the 
Federal Government. 

“The proceeds include a 
N300, 000 bank draft, his HP 
l a p t o p,  i P h o n e  X  a n d 
S a m s u n g  G a l a x y  c e l l 
phone,” she said. 

She, however, prayed the 
court to sentence Doland 
accordingly. 

The defence counsel told 
the court that Doland was 
remorseful having spent a 
l o n g  w e e k e n d  i n  t h e 
c o r r e c t i o n a l  c e n t r e , 
following the adjournment 

of  the matter for sentencing. 
“My client has seen life 

differently within the period 
of  his stay in the correctional 
facility and has taken out 
t ime  to  r e f l ec t  on  h i s 
misdeeds. 

“I urge the court to give 
him a second chance and 
temper justice with mercy as 
he has accepted his wrong by 
pleading guilty, ” Aneke 
said. 

The prosecution counsel 
had told the court that 
Doland created a social 
m e d i a  a c c o u n t 
misrepresenting himself  to 
be  El l io t t  Camfie ld ,  a 
cryptocurrency expert, with 
intentions to defraud a 
foreign citizen in September 
2021. 

The offence, she said, 
contravened the provisions 
of  Section 320 of  the Penal 
Code and was punishable 
under Section 322.

gather at the village square to 
entertain indigenes.

An eyewitness said the 
masquerade at tendants 
w h i l e  l e a d i n g  t h e 
masquerade to  Amawa 
square, had pulled a fire stunt 
in front of  the masquerade, 
which was sitting on the 
ground, but immediately 
extinguished it.

“ U n k n o w n  t o  t h e 
attendants, the fire had 

entered the raffia costume 
worn by the masquerade, 
and before they could put it 
off, it spread all over the body 
of  the masquerade, causing 
the man serious burns,” he 
said.

It was learnt that the 
man, who sustained serious 
burns, was rushed to the 
hospital, where he gave up 
the ghost on Sunday evening.

fraud and had pleaded “not 
guilty”.

One of  the counts 
violate Section 15 (2) (d) of  
the Money Laundering 

(Prohibition) Act, 2011 
(amended), punishable 
under Section 15 (3) of  the 
same Act.

Cr   me Watch
Page 15Wednesday 2 – Thursday 3 March, 2022

£45,000 internet fraud: Court summons Corrections officer
as defendant disappears

Teacher arrested for allegedly
defiling 13-year-old student in Zamfara

Suspected herdsmen kill farmer,
bury corpse in shallow grave

Man burns inside masquerade
costume during festival in Anambra

Fraud: Abuja businessman to
clean church for 90 days



he Independent TP e t r o l e u m  
M a r k e t e r s  

Association of  Nigeria 
(IPMAN) and the Nigeria 
Union of  Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers 
( N U P E N G )  a r e  a t  
loggerheads over the pump 
price of  petrol.

a s s e n g e r s  h ave Pc o n t i n u e d  t o 
bemoan the recent 

100 per cent hike in air 
fares by domestic airlines 
in the country.

A cross section of  the 
passengers, who spoke in 
interviews, decried the 
hike in the fares in the past 
four week.

In Lagos, passengers 
called on the Federal 
C o m p e t i t i o n  a n d 
Consumer  Protect ion 
Commission (FCCPC), to 
intervene to bring down 
the fares.

They said most of  the 
domestic airl ines had 
pegged their minimum 
fares at N50, 000, from an 
average of  N22, 000.

They urged FCCPC to 
unravel the reasons for the 
sudden hike in airfares by 
domestic carriers.

Checks at the booking 
counters of  some airlines 
in Lagos, showed that 
Lagos-Abuja, one-way 
economy flight sells for 
between N62,350 and 
N92,000, depending on 
air l ines,  while  retur n 
tickets sells for between 
N115,000 and N170,000.

F l i g h t  b o o k e d  i n 
advance range from N50, 
2 5 0  t o  N 6 0 ,  4 5 0  f o r 
economy class on one-way.

Lagos-Kano flights 
also go for between N81, 
701 and N98, 000 per seat. 
Lagos-Port Harcourt route 
sells for N50, 950, while 

advance booking flight 
goes for N55,751 per 
traveller.

The minimum ticket 
price for a three-week 
booking on Air Peace, 
I b o m  A i r,  M a x  A i r, 
Azman air and others have 
been pegged at N50,000 
flat rate, showing about 
115 per cent increase from 
N23,300 minimum rate.

A passenger, Mr David 
Solomon, appealed to the 
relevant authorities to 
intervene on the sudden 
increase in tickets price.

Solomon, who said the 
new tariffs, would have 
adverse effects on air 
travelers as most Nigerians 
would choose to go by 
road.

Benin Depot, Douglas 
Iyike, who stated yesterday 
in Lagos, said NUPENG's 

TN has become Mthe first African 
c o m p a n y  t o 

enter the metaverse by 
p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d  i n 
Africarare. 

MTN made this known 
in a statement on its website 
t i t l e d ,  ' M T N  G r o u p 
becomes the first African 
company to  enter  the 
m e t av e r s e  w i t h  l a n d 
ownership on Africarare'. 

“ T h i s  i n v e s t m e n t 
d e m o n s t r a t e s  M T N ' s 
commitment to supporting 
African innovation as it is 
the first company on the 
continent to support an 
initiative of  this kind. 

g a i n s t  t h e 

Abackdrop of  the 
current fuel crisis 

in the country, the Nigerian 
Association of  Chambers 
of  Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(NACCIMA) has called on 
the Federal Government to 
take s teps  to  end the 
importation of  petroleum 
products by ensuring that 
all the nation's refineries 
are working at full capacity.

In a statement made 
available to newsmen after 
the Council meeting held in 
Abuja, the association 
stated: “The situation is 
grinding the economy to a 
halt. Many working hours 
are spent by Nigerians in 
s e a r c h  o f  p e t r o l e u m 
products to power their 
businesses at exorbitant 

cost to the economy of  
Nigeria and the socio-
economic well-being of  
Nigerians.

“Lost working hours 
are also ref lect ing on 
productive activities and its 
effects are already being felt 
by the economy. The result 
of  such fuel crisis will also 
negatively affect GDP 
Growth.

“The Council observed 
that a major issue in all of  

this is the continuous 
importation of  petroleum 
products.

“ C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
immediate steps must be 
taken to end importation of  
petroleum products. And 
immediate steps should be 
taken to ensure all our 
refineries are working in 
full capacity for a definitive 
end to importation of  
Petroleum products.”

Through its presence in the 
metaverse, MTN intends to 
inc rease  i t s  cus tomer 
attractiveness through a 
s e r i e s  o f  ex p e r i e n c e s 
merged with consumer 
passion points, like gaming 
and music. 

“Africarare which made 
its debut in South Africa in 
October 2021, is the first 
African Virtual Reality 
metaverse featuring digital 
land. This purchase will see 
MTN owning 144 plots of  
virtual land with an overall 
area of  12x12m,” part of  
the statement read.

M T N ' s  G r o u p 
Executive for Marketing, 

Bernice Samuels, said, 
“This is an exciting moment 
for us as we lead businesses 
on the continent to enter the 
metaverse marketplace. 
This is exactly what our 
Ambition 2025 strategy is 
premised on – leveraging 
t r e n d s  t h a t  a m p l i f y 
c o n s u m e r ' s  d i g i t a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d 
engagement. 

“We have always been at 
t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  
technological and digital 
changes and we remain 
a l i ve  t o  t h e  e xc i t i n g 
opportunities the metaverse 
presents for us and our 
customers''. 

“ T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
increment in the ex-depot 
pr ice  which has le f t  
marketers with no option 
than to increase the pump 
price of  petrol above the 
official N165 per litre in 
recent weeks.

“ We  b e l i e ve  t h a t  
addressing the issue of  the 
ex-depot price should be 
the focus of  NUPENG and 
not attempting to picket 
petrol stations which might 
lead to a breakdown of  law 
and order,” he stated.

Iyike urged NUPENG 
to channel its energy to the 
activities of  some of  its 
members who engage in 
reckless driving, illegal 
charges and diversion of  
p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t s ,  
instead.

A s  f u e l  s c a r c i t y  
worsened in many parts of  
the country in the last 
for tnight,  many fuel  
stations increased the 
pump price of  petrol 
higher than the official 
N165 per litre.

In Bayelsa for instance, 
price of  a litre of  petrol 

went as high N300 per litre.
NUPENG issued a 24-

hour ultimatum to IPMAN 
members on Sunday to 
revert to the official pump 
price of  N165 per litre of  
petrol, but IPMAN says 
such directive is not within 
the former's purview.

Chairman, IPMAN 

ultimatum was misplaced.
He emphasised that 

NUPENG no powers to 
take over the duties of  
regulators in the sector.

According to him, the 
increment is due to the hike 
in the ex-depot price of  
petrol which should be the 
area where NUPENG 
should direct its threat 
rather than marketers.

“We have read in 
newspapers the supposed 
24-hour notice issued to 
marketers regarding the 
increment in the pump 
price of  petrol.

“We want to place it on 
record that the increment is 
not due to any fault of  oil 
marketers because we can 
only sell based on the price 
at which we buy petrol 
from the depots.
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IPMAN, NUPENG bicker over illegal increase in petrol price

Air passengers lament 100 % fare hike

MTN becomes first African company
to invest in metaverse

Fuel crises is grounding economy
— NACCIMA
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People sit and lie on the �oor in the improvised bomb shelter in a sports center, which can accommodate up to 2000 people, in Mariupol, Ukraine, late Sunday, 
Feb. 27, 2022. Explosions and gun�re that have disrupted life since the invasion began last week appeared to subside around Kyiv overnight, as Ukrainian and 
Russian delegations prepared to meet Monday, Feb. 28, 2022 on Ukraine’s border with Belarus. It’s unclear what, if anything, those talks would yield. Terri�ed 
Ukrainian families huddled in shelters, basements or corridors, waiting to �nd out. 

W
hen the children start 
crying, the adults 
start playing Ukrain-
ian folk songs, or 

make up fairy tales to chase away 
the fear. Food and water are some-
times scarce. Everyone hopes for 
peace.

In Ukraine’s capital, many resi-
dents hurried underground for safe-
ty overnight Thursday and Friday as 
Russian forces fired on the city and 
moved closer.  

These are the vagaries of  life in 
makeshift shelters around Ukraine, 
where families try to protect and 
make conditions bearable for their 
young and old amid the distant clat-
ter bullets, missiles or shells outside.

Hundreds of  thousands of  citi-
zens rushed to spend yet another 
night in Kyiv’s subway network at 
the howl of  air raid sirens overnight 
Sunday. Among those taking refuge 
in shelters are some of  the Associat-
ed Press journalists bearing witness 
as to how ordinary Ukrainians are 
coping with the war tearing their 
country apart, like piano teacher 
Alla Rutsko.

“A terrible dream ... It seems to 
me that all this is not happening to 
me. The eyes see, but the mind re-
fuses to believe,” said Rutsko, 37, 
sitting on an air mattress in Kyiv’s 
Pecherskaya subway station.

“On the fourth night, I can even 
sleep and dream,” she said. “But 
waking up is especially hard.”

She focused her thoughts on her 
grand piano, and her fears of  losing 
it – “an excellent instrument, inher-
ited from my grandfather, survived 
the last war.” The fighting continues 
to rage in the southeastern Ukraini-
an city of  Mariupol where Ukrain-
ian forces have so far thwarted the 
Russian military from taking the 
strategic stronghold on the Azov 
Sea.  “God forbid that any rock-
ets hit. That’s why we’ve gathered 
everyone here,” said local volunteer 
Ervand Tovmasyan, who helped or-
ganize a shelter in the basement of  
a city gym. His young son clung to 
him.

Workout equipment lining the 
walls contrasts sharply with the 
gym’s revised purpose. The shelter 
has seen shortages in drinking wa-
ter, food and gasoline for generators 
since the fighting began last week, 
so local residents are bringing what 
they can to stock up.

Many at the shelter remem-
bered shelling in 2014, when Rus-
sia-backed separatists briefly cap-
tured the city. Anna Delina survived 
that, and went on to have two chil-
dren. Now she’s doing the best she 
can to comfort them with soothing 
words and caresses as they cuddle 
under blankets on a cold gym floor.

In Ukraine’s capital, many resi-
dents hurried underground for safe-

Waiting, fearing, singing:
A night sheltering in Ukraine

Anger at treatment of Africans fleeing Ukraine

N
igeria’s government has 
condemned reports that 
its citizens, and those of  

other African countries, have been 
stopped from leaving war-torn 
Ukraine.

Isaac, a Nigerian man trying to 
get into Poland, said border staff  
told him they were “not tending to 
Africans”.

“We’ve been chased back, we’ve 
been hit with police armed with 
sticks,” he told the BBC.

South African foreign office of-
ficial Clayson Monyela also said 
students had been “badly treated” 
at the border.

There have also been numerous 
reports of  Ukrainian security of-
ficials preventing Africans from 
catching buses and trains going to 
the border.

Osemen, from Nigeria, told the 
BBC he had tried to get on a train 

in Lviv to take him to the Polish 
border but was told only Ukraini-
ans would be allowed on board.

Nigeria’s President Muham-
madu Buhari said there were about 
4,000 Nigerians in Ukraine, mostly 
students.

He said one group had repeated-
ly been refused entry to Poland so 
they travelled back into Ukraine to 
head for Hungary instead.

“All who flee a conflict situation 
have the same right to safe passage 
under the UN Convention, and the 
colour of  their passport or their 
skin should make no difference,” 
Mr Buhari said in a tweet.

More than 350,000 Ukrainians 
have managed to flee the Russian 
invasion so far.

‘Hotel only for Ukrainians’
University student Ruqqaya, 

from Nigeria, was studying med-
icine in Kharkiv in the east of  

the country when the city was at-
tacked. She walked for 11 hours 
overnight before she arrived at the 
Medyka crossing with Poland.

“When I came here there were 
black people sleeping on the 
street,” she told the BBC.

She says she was told by armed 
guards to wait as Ukrainians had 
to be let through first. She watched 
busloads of  people, whom she 
described as white, being allowed 
through the border while only a 
handful of  Africans were selected 
from the queue. After waiting for 
many hours, she was finally al-
lowed to cross and made her way 
to Warsaw to fly back to Nigeria.

Asya, a medical student from 
Somalia studying in Kyiv, had a 
similar account. When she finally 
reached Poland, she said she was 
told “accommodation at the hotel 
was only for Ukrainians”.

ty overnight Thursday and Friday as 
Russian forces fired on the city and 
moved closer.  

“Now the same thing is happen-
ing, but now we’re with children,” 
she said. Countless human mo-
ments shaped by war play out across 
Ukraine. In Kramatorsk in the coun-
try’s east, a couple embraces on a 
train platform before the woman 
boards a train heading west, hoping 
for safety. Refugees slump from ex-
haustion after crossing into Poland.

While the capital waits for the ex-
pected Russian onslaught, the plat-
form at Kyiv’s Pecherskaya subway 
station where residents sleep is lined 
with baby carriages interspersed 
with pet carriers.

At first, authorities barred pets, 
but then turned a blind eye. Anxious 
cats and dogs huddle alongside their 
owners. Denis Shestakov, a 32-year-
old architect, made up a fairy tale 
to ease his 5-year-old daughter Kat-
ya’s fears. The U.N. refugee agency 
says nearly 120,000 people have so 
far fled Ukraine into neighboring 
countries in the wake of  the Russian 
invasion. The number was going up 
fast as Ukrainians grabbed their be-
longings and rushed to escape from 
a deadly Russian onslaught.  

“But how can you explain it to a 
dog? He began to lose his fur from 
stress,” he said. “You can get used to 
a nightmare,” he said, trying to shrug 
it off. “And this is also a nightmare.”

Street fighting broke out in 
Ukraine’s second-largest city Sun-
day and Russian troops put increas-
ing pressure on strategic ports in the 
country’s south following a wave of  
attacks on airfields and fuel facilities 
elsewhere that appeared to mark a 
new phase of  Russia’s invasion.  

Despite the shortages, the lack of  
privacy and all the challenges that 
come with life on an underground 
railway platform, complaining 
comes hard to families.

“It’s much harder for soldiers at 
the front, it’s embarrassing to com-
plain about the icy floor, drafts and 
terrible toilets,” said 74-year-old 
Irina, who would not give her last 
name. Her grandson Anton is fight-
ing in eastern Ukraine.

The number was going up fast as 
Ukrainians grabbed their belongings 
and rushed to escape from a deadly 
Russian onslaught 

The internet mostly works and 
everyone reads the news. The po-
tential participation of  Belarus in 
the war on the side of  Russia has 
become one of  the most discussed 
topics.

“Oh, Ukrainians, Belarusians and 
Russians can hardly be called broth-
ers now,” said Dmitro Skorobogaty, 
69, an engineer. Then he added, 
“though you can’t choose your rel-
atives.”

Explosions and gunfire that have 
disrupted life since the invasion be-
gan last week appeared to subside 
around Kyiv overnight, as Ukrain-
ian and Russian delegations pre-
pared to meet Monday, Feb. 28, 
2022 on Ukraine’s border with Be-
larus. It’s unclear what, if  anything, 
those talks would yield. Terrified 
Ukrainian families huddled in shel-
ters, basements or corridors, waiting 
to find out.  

The Polish border force told the 
BBC that everyone fleeing conflict 
in Ukraine was being welcomed 
into Poland regardless of  nationali-
ty. The BBC has tried to contact the 
Ukrainian border force but has yet 
to receive a response.

Nigeria’s Foreign Minister Geof-
rey Onyeama said he had spoken 
with his Ukrainian counterpart 
Dmytro Kuleba and had been as-
sured that Ukrainian border guards 
had been given an order to allow all 
foreigners leaving Ukraine to pass 
without restrictions.

Nigeria’s ministry of  foreign af-
fairs has now advised its citizens 
leaving Ukraine to head for Hunga-
ry or Romania, rather than trying 
to enter Poland.

The Nigerian ambassador to Ro-
mania has told the BBC that so far 
about 200 Nigerians - mostly stu-
dents - have arrived in the capital 
Bucharest from Ukraine. Safiya 
Nuhu said many more were still 
arriving. 
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ristiano Ronaldo is 

C“allowed to have 
bad games” – and 

that is when his Manchester 
United teammates need to 
s t e p  u p  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Dimitar Berbatov.

The Portuguese star 
returned to Old Trafford in 
the summer after more than 
a decade away.

However, his signing 
has  co inc ided  wi th  a 
notable decline, which 
eventually saw Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer lose his job.

Ronaldo, despite being 

o b e r t RLewandowski says 
he  i s  “open to 

anything” this summer in a 
hint that he will leave 
B ay e r n  M u n i c h  t h i s 
summer.

The 33-year-old Polish 
striker has a contract with 
the German champions 
u n t i l  2 0 2 3 ,  b u t  h a s 
previously suggested he 

r s e n a l  a n d 

ANewcastle United 
have received a 

huge boost in their pursuit 
of  Jonathan David.

The Canadian striker, 
who is lighting up Ligue 1 
this season, wants to move 
from French side Lille.

The 22-year-old wants 
to leave in the summer, 
even though he has a 
contract until 2025.

That is according to 
Sky Spor ts  Germany 
j o u r n a l i s t  F l o r i a n 
Plettenberg.

Plettenberg states that 
David wants a move to a 
club in the Champions 
League, which would 
make matters complicated 
for Newcastle.

I t  c o u l d  b e  a n 
advantage for Arsenal as 
they  remain  genuine 
contenders for a top-four 
spot.

Mikel Arteta's side are 
two points behind fourth-
placed Manchester United 
and possess three games in 
hand on the Red Devils.

Lille reportedly want at 
least between £37million 
and £46million to part 
ways with David.

Arteta is desperately 
trying to land a striker this 

summer as Alexandre 
Lacazet te  and Eddie 
Nketiah are set to walk 
away on free transfers.

The Gunners allowed 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang  to  jo in 
Barcelona last month.

could leave a year earlier.
That is despite another 

outstanding season with 
Lewandowski scoring 39 
goals in 33 appearances 
across all competitions.

F o r  t h e  t h i r d 
consecutive season, he is 
on track to score a ratio of  
more than one goal per 
game.

But there will be no 

illarreal coach, Unai 

VEmery's team are 
already the highest-

scoring side in history.
After the impressive 5-1 

he Nigeria Football TF e d e r a t i o n  h a s 
d e s c r i b e d  a s 

“shocking” the death of  
E m m a n u e l  S u n n y 
Ojeagbase, the Chairman of  
Complete Communications 
Limited, who passed on at 
the weekend in the United 
States of  America. 

President of  the NFF 
and FIFA Council Member, 
Mr Amaju Pinnick, stated 

that the departed “oracle 
and legend” of  spor ts 
w r i t i n g  a n d  s p o r t s 
publishing carved a bold 
niche for himself  in the 
profession. 

P i n n i c k  m a d e  t h i s 
known in a press statement 
on Tuesday titled, 'NFF 
mourns passing of  sports 
journalism titan, Sunny 
O j e a g b a s e ' ,  b y  t h e 
federation's spokesman, 
Ademola Olajire. 

He said, “Anyone in the 
line of  football, nay sports 
k n e w  P a s t o r  S u n n y 
Ojeagbase. He was the 
authentic legend of  sports 
w r i t i n g  a n d  s p o r t s 
publishing and even went 
into other terrains that 
people thought was not 
possible. We are shocked by 
his  death  at  th is  t ime 
because he still had so much 
to give. However, God loves 
him much more and he has 

taken him at the appointed 
time.

“Our joy is that he lived 
a full, fruitful and fulfilled 
l i fe.  On behal f  of  the 
Nigeria Football family, we 
pray that Almighty God will 
grant him eternal rest and 
also grant the family he has 
left behind, as well as the 
Complete Communications 
family, the fortitude to bear 
this great loss.” 

t h r a s h i n g  o v e r  RC D 
Espanyol, the 'groguet' side 
have now scored a total of  
47 goals in the first 26 
LaLiga games. An average 

of  1.80 goals per game.
With this record, the 

team coached by Emery 
equals Villarreal of  the 
2013-14 campaign, who at 

this stage of  the season had 
scored the same number of  
goals. However, that side 
conceded a total of  31 goals, 
six more than the current 

S u b m a r i n e  ( 2 5  g o a l s 
conceded).

The goal difference of  
the current Villarreal team is 
clearly superior to that of  all 
previous seasons.

With 47 goals scored 

and only 25 conceded, the 

Submarines have a positive 

goal difference of  22 goals. 

Up to this point, the best 

goal difference after 26 

games was held by Villarreal 

in the 2004-05, 2010-11 and 

2016-17 seasons. In all three 

seasons, the goal difference 

was +19.

n e w  c o n t r a c t  o f f e r , 
Lewandowski said Sky 
Sport Deutschland: 'I am 
open to everything. I'm 
quiet.

“It's important for me 
to be able to focus on my 
game, always on what can 
happen in the last game.

'Everything that still 
needs to be done in the 
f i e l d  o f  c o n t r a c t s  i s 
secondary and remains in 

the background.'
I n  D e c e m b e r , 

Lewandowski also insisted 
he was focusing solely on 
his  game rather  than 
negotiating a new deal 
with Bayern.

But last month reports 
f r o m  t h e  S p a n i s h 
newspaper AS stated that 
L e w a n d o w s k i  w a s 
determined to finish his 
career at Real Madrid.

There is still plenty to 
play for this season with 
Bayern on track to win a 
1 0 t h  c o n s e c u t i v e 
Bundesliga title.

The weekend's results 
put them eight points 
a h e a d  o f  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund in second with 
10 rounds to play.

They also maintain 
hopes of  winning the 
Champions League again, 
although they were only 
able to draw 1-1 with Red 
Bull Salzburg in the first 
leg of  their last-16 draw.

Bayern will receive 
Bayer Leverkusen in the 
Bundesliga on Saturday 
before their Champions 
League game against 
Salzburg on Tuesday.

the  c lub ' s  top  scorer, 
recently endured a six-
game goalless run and has 
struggled to find the back of  
the net since the New Year.

H e  t o l d  B e t f a i r : 
“When teams have a bad 
result  the star players 
always end up with the 
blame, and at the minute 
with Manchester United, 
that's Cristiano Ronaldo.

“At the moment he's 
got just one goal in ten 
games and that seems 
problematic for everybody, 
but not for me.

“There  are  e leven 
players on the pitch and the 
blame should be shared. 
Ronaldo is an icon in the 
world of  footbal l  and 
people need to remember 
that he's 37.

“So, from time to time 
he is allowed to have a 
couple of  bad games. But I 
don't think that is the 
problem here.”

Ronaldo's only goal of  
2022 came against Brighton 
at Old Trafford.

The Portuguese star 
has had to adapt to a new 

s t y l e ,  a s  h a v e  h i s 
teammates, following Ralf  
Rangnick's arrival.

Ronaldo, as has been 
the case for more than a 
d e c a d e ,  a t t r a c t s  t h e 
spotlight and some of  his 
antics and gestures have 
been slammed.

However  Berbatov 
insists his supporting cast 
m u s t  d o  m o r e  t o 
compliment the ageing 
forward.

 “People need to be 
realistic with him and they 
need to know that it's totally 
different when you're 37 to 
be ing  27 ,”  added  the 
Bulgarian.

“He is going to have 
moments when he needs his 
teammates to produce 
more for him, that's normal 
in football. Ronaldo is a 
total professional and he 
will speak to the manager 
and he will want to produce 
more.

“Everybody in the 
United team needs to 

p r o d u c e  m o r e ,  t h e 
standards should be a lot 
higher than they are.

“Ronaldo is also a 
realistic guy, he will know 
that his performances aren't 
where he wants them to be, 
even though he's older and 
his game is totally different, 
he sets very high standards. 
I don't think that needs 
explaining to him.”
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EPL: Ronaldo's teammates at Man Utd allowed him to
have bad games – Berbatov

Lewandowski issues “Come and get me” plea 

Transfer window:
Arsenal, Newcastle get green light
on Jonathan David

LaLiga: Emery's Villarreal highest scoring in club history

NFF mourns Complete Sports publisher, Ojeagbase

RonaldoRonaldoRonaldoDavidDavidDavid
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krainian Premier 

UL e a g u e  s i d e 
Shakhtar Donetsk 

said their Brazilian players 
have left the country safely 
following the invasion by 
Russia.

j a x  g o a l k e e p e r, 

AAndre Onana, is 
already planning for 

his move to Inter Milan.
Onana has committed to 

a Bosman move this summer 
as his Ajax deal runs down.

“It's my right to not sign 
a new contract. I did a great 
job for this club for so many 

f r i ca ' s  foo tba l l 

Agoverning body, 
Confederation of  

African Football, (CAF) are 
considering appointing 
non-African referees for the 
2022 World Cup f inal 
playoffs includes archrivals 
Nigeria's Super Eagles and 
Black Stars of  Ghana.

According to reports 
coming out of  CAF, the idea 
is to ensure absolute fairness 
in the officiating of  these 
winners-take-all playoffs.

Already, meetings are 

o r m e r  N i g e r i a Finternational Bright 
O m o k a r o  h a s 

charged the Super Eagles 
coaching crew led by Austin 
Eguavoen and assisted by 
Emmanuel Amuneke to 
change the narrative on 
N i g e r i a n  c o a c h e s  b y 
ensuring they pick the 2022 
FIFA world cup ticket.

Omokaro speaking in a 

chat with brila.net stressed 
that the month is here and 
the time to prove their 
mettle is drawing closer by 
the day.

He added that  the 
success of  this technical 
crew will go a long way in 
determining the trust and 
confidence of  Nigerian 
coaches which has been 
eroded in the past.

already taking place and it 
will be the first time this has 
taking place. 

Interestingly, a lot is 
riding on these playoffs 
including prize money of  at 
least $12m for the five teams 
who will qualify from them 
to feature at the World Cup 
in Qatar in November.

Ghana's Black Stars 
will host the Super Eagles 
on March 25 in Cape Coast 
while the reverse fixture will 
hold in Abuja four days 
later.

years, and I think my time is 
over at Ajax,” he said.

“ E v e r y o n e  h a s 
responsibility if  I don't sign. I 
think my time is over here so 
it was important for me to 
look for a new challenge.”

Onana has reportedly 
signed a five-year deal with 
Inter worth €3m-a-season.

Shakhtar,  who are 
based in the east of  the 
country and have more 
than a dozen Brazilians in 
the i r  squad,  sa id  the 
players and their families 
had arrived in Romania.

Shakhtar added that 
fellow club Dynamo Kyiv's 
foreign players had also left 
t h e  c o u n t r y.  T h r e e 
Brazilians who play for SK 
Dnipro-1  crossed the 
border into Romania on 
Saturday.

“The evacuation of  the 
players was made possible 
thanks to the personal 

a u l  P o g b a  h a s Pshown he can be a 
model professional 

in more ways than one 
after strutting his stuff  on 
the red carpet at Paris 
Fashion Week with his 
wife Zulay.

The Frenchman has 
b e e n  e n j o y i n g  s o m e 
downtime in between 
games for Manchester 
United, having taken some 
time out to return to his 
home city where he rubbed 
shoulders with a number of  
celebrit ies and fel low 
professionals at the glitzy 
event.

Donning designer 
sunglasses and a cream suit 
and white t-shirt combo, 
Pogba posed for photos on 
the red carpet with his wife, 
with the couple appearing 
to have a great time in the 
French capital.

Pogba also had his 
p i c t u r e  t a k e n  w i t h 
a c c l a i m e d  s i n g e r -
songwriter and producer 
Pharrell Williams, before 
b u m p i n g  i n t o  P S G 
midfielder Marco Verratti, 
with the duo grinning from 
e a r  t o  e a r  f o r 

photographers.
Verratti and Pogba 

weren't the only superstar 
athletes that were spotted 
at the glamourous event.

Bayern Munich star 
Rober t  Lewandowsk i 
dressed down in a college-
s t y l e  b o m b e r  j a c k e t 
alongside his wife Anna, 

with the duo proudly 
showing off  blue and 
yellow ribbons in their 
s u p p o r t  f o r  U k r a i n e 
following Russia's invasion 
of  the country.tti (right)

Tennis legend Serena 
Wil l iams was also in 
attendance while pop star-
turned-fashion designer 
Rihanna was seen with 
partner ASAP Rocky.

Pogba ' s  t r ip  back 
home comes days after 
United's disappointing 
goalless stalemate with 
Watford on Saturday.

T h e  2 8 - y e a r - o l d 
played out the full 90 
m i n u t e s  f o r  R a l f  
Rangnick's side at Old 
Trafford but the wealth of  
attacking talent on display 
which included Cristiano 
R o n a l d o ,  B r u n o 
Fernandes and later, Jadon 
S a n c h o  a n d  M a r c u s 
Rashford still couldn't 
make the breakthrough.

Pogba has featured 20 
times this season, scoring 
once and setting up his 
team-mates to score eight 
times.

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  U E FA 
Pres ident  Aleksander 
Ceferin, the Ukrainian 
Footba l l  Assoc ia t ion 
President Andrii Pavelko 
and the Moldovan Football 
Federa t ion  Pres iden t 
Leonid Oleinichenko,” 
S h a k h t a r  s a i d  i n  a 
statement.

“We want to thank 
everyone for the assistance 

and those who took part in 
this process.”

S o c c e r  g o ve r n i n g 
bodies FIFA and UEFA 
had earlier suspended 
Russia's national and club 
t e a m s  f r o m  a l l 
competitions until further 
notice. 

Fierce fighting and 
Russian bombardment in 
Ukraine have killed dozens 

of  people and sparked a 
refugee crisis.

Russia calls its actions 
in Ukraine a “special 
operation” that it says is 
not designed to occupy 
territory but to destroy its 
souther n  ne ighbour ' s 
military capabilities and 
capture what it regards as 
dangerous nationalists.
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The fresh news people

l a d i m i r  P u t i n  t h e 

Vs e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d 
president of  Russia. 

Putin came in as president in 
2000-2008 (two terms) after 
Boris Yeltsin, he came back 
again in 2012. He is the longest 
serving president of  Russia.

Ukraine officially declared 
itself  an independent country 
on 24 August 1991, when the 
communist Supreme Soviet 
(par l i ament )  o f  Ukra ine 
proclaimed that Ukraine would 
no longer follow the laws of  
USSR and only the laws of  the 
Ukrainian SSR,  de facto 
d e c l a r i n g  U k r a i n e ' s 
independence from the Soviet 
Union.

When Putin came back 
again, he has been making sure 
that his alliances which include 
Ukraine, China, Belarus, Syria, 
Kazakhastan etc do not join the 
Western alliances. This is to 
enable him build defense 
around should war breaks out.

In averting third world war, 
NATO, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, was 
formed in 1949 with the aim, 
first and foremost, of  acting as a 
deterrent to the threat of  Soviet 
expansion in Europe after 
World War II. Beyond that, the 
United States saw it as a tool to 
prevent the resurgence of  
nat ional is t  tendencies  in 
Europe and to foster political 
integration on the continent.

I t s  o r i g i n s,  h oweve r, 
actually got back to 1947, when 
the United Kingdom and 
France signed the Treaty of  
Dunkirk as an alliance to 
counter the eventuality of  a 
German attack in the aftermath 
of  the war.

The original 12 founding 
members of  the political and 
military alliance are: the United 

States, the United Kingdom, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
F r a n c e ,  I c e l a n d ,  I t a l y, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Portugal. But 
today 30 countries have joined 
NATO.

Russia is not a member of  
N A T O  a n d  b e c a m e 
uncomfortable when Ukraine 
made move to join NATO and 
Russia is doing everything 
possible to stop them so that 
Ukraine doesn't form greater 
alliances with other countries. 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w 
powerful Ukraine could be if  
they join NATO, he started 
what seems like war, but I tell 
you, he will not win the war 
because  the  Ukra ine  are 
predominantly Jews. No one 
defeats the Jew. 

When Adolf  Hitler fought 
the Second World War, he used 
the Jews who were mostly 

scientists to produce atomic 
bombs and missiles. In that 
process, over 6 million Jews 
died and some of  them ran 
away for fear of  being killed. 
America took them in and they 
started using them. No wonder 
America became the world 
power especially in artificial 
intelligence (AI). Artificial 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  l e v e r a g e s 
computers and machines to 
mimic the problem-solving and 
decision-making capabilities of  
the human mind. Give it to 
America.

The Ukraine president, 
Zelensky, 44 years old, has the 
blood of  Jew running in his 
veins and arteries.

In this Russia invasion of  
Ukraine, Putin has sent up to 
200,000 troops to Ukraine's 
borders. Unfortunately, Russia 
has lost over 5500 soldiers, 191 

t a n k s  a n d  9 8  a i r c r a f t s . 
Meanwhile, Ukraine has just 
lost 198 soldiers. Despite the 
invasion, Russia has continued 
to lose soldiers. For Putin, 
losing 5500 soldiers out of  
200,000 is just like taking out a 
cup of  water from the ocean 
while forgetting that humans 
are concerned.

For  Put in to  say that 
anybody that interferes in the 
invasion will meet his attack 
and up till now no country has 
said anything. What does that 
mean? Are other countries 
afraid of  Putin?

Putin simply wants to know 
those alliances supporting 
Ukraine, those giving them the 
push to join NATO. Putin is not 
after Ukraine, he wants to know 
the alliances of  Ukraine and 
know who his enemies are.

Why sounding fierce, why 

would Putin be bold to make such 
s tatement?  Is  he  the world 
president? In my last count, Putin 
has seemly become larger than the 
world because Russia has got 
World heads, nuclear weapons 
exceeding that of  America. Russia 
has over 6250 nuclear weapons 
while America has 5500. Russia 
has improved in economy, science, 
even in  GDP. America has 
artificial intelligence (AI).

Russia has almost 900,000 
active military personnel to draw 
on in its war of  aggression, versus 
Ukraine's standing military of  
around 200,000. Russia has more 
than 15,857 armored fighting 
vehicles, while Ukraine has about 
3,309.

It has more than 10 times the 
aircraft 1,391 to Ukraine's 128, 
and 821 helicopters to Ukraine's 
55, if  you include Navy aircraft. 
A n d  w h e r e  Ru s s i a  h a s  4 9 
submarines, Ukraine has none, 
according to IISS.

Unfortunately, Putin was not 
able to know who the alliances of  
Ukraine are, not now.

The earlier Putin calls back his 
men and ensure peace, the better 
for him. For the battle is beyond 
neither military might nor how 
much nuclear weapons one has. 
Goliath was destroyed by David 
because God was with him. 

It is germane to note that other 
countries must not have alliances 
with Ukraine before they can move 
for peace to reign. However, 
Ukrainian President, Volodymyr 
Zelensky, has called on Russia to 
stop shelling on Ukrainian cities as 
Russia continued its onslaught 
following the first round of  peace 
negotiations between the two 
countries.

Let peace reign because where 
there is peace, the world knows 
development.

Russia vs Ukraine:

When the battle is
far beyond military might

Zelensky (L), Putin ( R) meet for first time talks in Paris since Russia invaded Ukraine

Man burns inside masquerade
costume during festival in
Anambra

IPMAN, NUPENG bicker over
illegal increase in petrol price


