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Pay attention to South East
with presidential capacity 
- Ekwunife tells group 
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra Central 
Senatorial District 

Uche Ekwunife has urged 
the National Forum for 
South East Presdidency 
(NFSEP) to support and 
canvas for a South East 
president with capacity to 
pilot the affairs of  Nigeria.

Senator Uche Ekwunife 
made this known at the 
Uche Ekwunife Event Cen-
tre Awka, during the cour-

tesy visit by the National 
Forum For South East Pres-
idency (NFSEP) Anambra 
delegates at Awka as one 
of  the members of  NFSEP 
Advisory Council.

Shortly after welcoming 
the delegates, Sen Uche Ek-
wunife expressed happiness 
with the activities of  NF-
SEP and specifically urged 
NFSEP members to do 
more by visiting and organ-
izing interactive sessions 
with some major South 
East presidential hopefuls. 

She frowned at the slow 

Fallen petrol tanker: Fire outbreak 
averted in Owerri
By Grace Ofurum

A 
fire outbreak was 
prevented in a 
Owerri as a tanker 

carrying 35,000 litres of  
petrol fell as it was nego-
tiating its way into Owerri 
from Aba.

The incident occured 
along Tetlow by Mbaise 
road on Sunday around 
9pm. Narrating the or-
deal to News Echo, Mr. 
Ohiri Kenneth a commu-
nity leader from Umuodu 
where the accident took 
place said “we were hang-
ing out around 9pm and 
heard a very big sound 
and we decided to ascer-
tain the cause of  the noise, 
when we got to the scene, 
we discovered that a petrol 
tanker got stuck behind 
our transformer while try-
ing to negotiate its way 
along Tetlow by Mbaise 

road. 
Unfortunately, people 

were already scooping 
fuel from the fallen tanker 
though we tried stopping 
them, telling them the 
dangers of  what they were 
doing but they continued 
as it was like a funfair for 
them”.

Ohiri stated that safe for 
the rapid intervention of  
the State and federal ser-
vice agencies it would have 
become a diaster as there 
were so many businesses 
and residential buildings 
located along the area.

In a chat with the repre-
sentative of  the Independ-
ent Petroleum Marketers 
and Dealers Association, 
Engr Okey Mbeku who 
was seen at the sence ne-
gotiating with the com-
munity how to handle 
the few damages that was 
done on the Transformer, 

expressed delight that no 
lives were lost except the 
little damage on the high 
tension poles and wires 
including the transformer 
that was slightly damaged.

He however expressed 
displeasure over the at-
itude of  some residents 

who he said were collect-
ing petrol from the tanker 
even the security opera-
tives that were supposed to 
salvage the situation were 
on ground taken fuel like 
the others”.

The Public Relations Of-
ficer of  the Federal service 

Zone J ASFI Anowa Mike 
when consulted disclosed 
that he was close to the 
area when the incidence 
took place  and alerted 
his men to move into the 
scene to avert any form of  
fire outbreak.

 Anowa maintained that 

but for the quick inter-
vention of  the fire fight-
ers who were at the scene 
and blanketed the place 
it would have become a  
huge disaster that would 
affect business owners and 
residents around that area.

Nutrition: CBC project partner takes
campaign for Biofortified, Vitamin
A crops to schools

I
n a bid to making the 
issue of  eating nutri-
tious foods a house-

hold  name, Foundation 
for Livelihood Advance-
ment (FLA) has taken 
its campaign Biofortified 
with Vitamin A Crops to 
schools.

Speaking in its ‘Catch 
Them Young’ training of  
SS2 and  SS3 students of  
Police Command Second-
ary School, Isu Nwangele 
LGA, the Program Officer 
of  FLA, Okoro Chibueze 
noted that  the training of  
the police command cen-
tered on use of  Vitamin A 
maize in making different 
Youth friendly delicious 
delicacies out of  Bioforti-
fied crops and it’s impor-
tance to health. 

Chibueze informed the 
young people that vitamin 
A found in the Biofortified 
with vitamin A maize is 
required by their bodies 
for the good functioning 
of  their eyes and develop-

Good parenthood, panacea to rising 
crime rate, says maize dealers’ Chairman
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairman of  maize 
growers, processors 
and marketers associ-

ation of  Nigeria, Abia State 
chapter, Dr Clement Uhie 
has tasked Nigerian youths 
on opportunities in agricul-
ture sector.

This is even as he has iden-
tified good parenthood as 
the panacea to socio-political 
crises and rising crime rate in 
the country.

Uhie stated this at Oboni 
Upah, Ikemba autonomous 
community , Ikwuano LGA 
of  Abia State during the bur-
ial of  his mother, Lolo Mar-
gret  Nwanyigbo Onyemafor 
Uhie, held at All Saints Meth-
odist Church, Oboni Upah.

He noted that if  Nigeri-

an youths appropriated the 
available opportunities in ag-
riculture and acquired skills, 
unemployment and crim e 
rates would drop drastically.

He recalled how his late 
mother who was aged 101 
and her husband who were 
astute farmers were able to 
train their children and other 
relatives through their agri-
cultural outputs.

Uhie also charged young 
mothers to emulate his late 
mother who in good conduct 
and community building, es-
pecially in godly upbringing 
of  their kids.

He commended the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria and 
members of  maize growers, 
processors and marketers of  
Nigeria for their efforts in 
economic survival of  the na-
tion.

ment of  their brains. 
He encouraged them to 

make the intake of  del-
icacies a regular thing. 
The students who turned 
out in their numbers also 
were trained on Vitamin A 
Maize food recipes such as 
wet pap, Dry Pap, Custard, 
Omelette, Orange Flesh 
Sweet Potatoe Juice, add-
ing that at the end of  the 
training, many students 
indicated their interest to 
be part of  the ‘Biofortified 
Young Farmers Club’.

In his remarks, the CBC 
project partner in Imo 
State and the Program Di-
rector of  Foundation for 
Livelihood Advancement 
(FLA), Elder Kenneth 
Amogu noted that the es-
sence of  the training of  
the students was to make 
them conscious and begin 
to internalize the impor-
tance of  taking Vitamin A 
foods and crops so that the 
knowledge of  the Bioforti-
fied foods will begin to go 

down to the households. 
“There’s need for the stu-
dents to understand how 
important it is to insist on 
taking Biofortified foods 
which is rich in vitamin A. 
They need to understand 
that the intake of  Bioforti-
fied foods will help in de-
veloping their brains and 
enhance their cognitive de-
velopment. 

Amogu appreciated the 
school management for 
the opportunity afforded 
FLA to organize the train-
ing for the students, while 
urging them to ensure 
that at every point in time, 
the mention of  nutritious 
foods is made.

He urged parents to 
always prepare healthy 
foods for their children as 
they will help them in the 
educational pursuit. He 
encouraged them to build 
on the club, stressing that 
the Foundation will be 
ready to offer any techni-
cal assistance.

Delivering the sermon dur-
ing the burial church service, 
Rev Chimezie Onyejiuwa 
of  Methodist Church Nige-
ria condemned high level of  
greed and suppression of  the 
poor people by privileged 
people in the society, warning 
that God’s wrath would de-
scend on sinners.

Rev. Onyejiuwa extolled 
the virtues of  Lolo Margret 
Nwanyigbo Uhie for her ser-
vice to God and man, espe-
cially in Methodist Church 
Nigeria at Oboni Upah and 
beyond.

Officials of  Central Bank 
of  Nigeria, community lead-
ers, in-laws and other guests 
who attended the burial event 
also praised the late matriarch 
for maintaining her strong 
faith in God, until death.

pace in which major stake-
holders from the zone with 
presidential interest openly 
declare their intention.

National president of  the 
Association,  Dr. Patrick 
Enuneke explained that one 
of  the mission statements 
of  group  is to align and 
collaborate with stakehold-
ers who are at the echelon 
of  powers and very effective 
towards human and capital 
development and which 
Sen Uche Ekwunife is one 
of  them. 

Enuneku explained that 
the recognition was aimed 
to encourage the lawmaker 
to do more for the people, 
adding that Sen Uche Ek-
wunife is ranked 3rd in the 
number of  bill sponsored 
by senators in the 9th As-
sembly.

Let’s make real opportunities for 
Awka constituency -  Ekweozor 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
aritime expert 
and philanthro-
pist, High Chief  

Dr. Azubuike Ekweozor 
has called on all sons and 
daughters of  Awka North 
and South to join his man-

date for the progress and 
development of  the com-
munities within the constit-
uency.

Ekweozor made this call 
during the courtesy visit to 
the National Chairman of  
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance, (APGA) Dr. 
Ozonkpu Victor Ike-Oye, 
to express his intention of-
ficially, to run for House of  
Representatives in Awka 
North and South Federal 
Constituency.

While making his dec-
laration, the aspirant el-
oquently expressed his 
genuine intentions for and 
desire to represent the good 
people of  Awka North and 
South Federal Constituency 
at the National Assembly.

“I am here to respectfully 
intimate and declare my in-
tention before the National 
Chairman of  our great par-

ty APGA, to vie for Awka 
North and South Federal 
House of  Representatives 
election come 2023”, he 
enthused.

“I am an APGA chieftain 
with a strong record of  de-
livering and experience in 
making tough decisions. As 
we prepare for the journey 
ahead, I hope we all can 
join hands to get the ticket 
of  our great party, APGA, 
and build a Federal Constit-
uency that actually works 
for all of  us”, Ide Umuawu-
lu continued.

“Join me to make our 
communities safer and pro-
vide real opportunities for 
you and your families”, he 
concluded.

The National Chairman, 
Ozonkpu Ike-Oye, who re-
vealed that Ide Umuawulu 
is a breed, said his mission 
at the national assembly if  

he gets the nod, will be to 
make life better for the peo-
ple, as he never doubted his 
capacity.

He noted that the party 
under his watch will send 
its best eleven for every 
elective position in 2023 
and that every vote leading 
to the primaries must count 
and will count.

In his vote of  thanks, 
the board Chairman of  
Pinnacle Friends Club of  
Nigeria, High Chief  Chris-
topher Ndubuisi (Ikenga 
Umuawulu),  thanked the 
National Chairman for re-
ceiving the aspirant and his 
entourage and commended 
him for assuring that there 
would be free and fair pri-
mary election. 

He assured Ozonkpu that 
the Ide Umuawulu project 
is on course and it’s pre-
pared with the support of  
major stakeholders.
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Left, Mr L. E. Ohaka, LIO (LGA Immunization Of�cer), Nwangele  LGA, in the middle Mr Joseph Okafor HOD Health, Nwangele LGA 
including Ada N Ozuruigbo, with CBC project Partner, FLA program Director, Elder kenneth Amogu (r) tasting the delicacies prepared 
by women at the community after their training on bioforti�ed vitamin A maize.

2023: Alliances for Africa urges 
Security Agencies on providing 
safe environment for
vulnerable groups
By Chigozie Uzosike

A
s 2023 election 
draws near, Alli-
ances for Africa 

(AFA) has urged securi-
ty agencies to ensure that 
there’s safe environment 
for the vulnerable groups 
to participate in the elec-
toral process.

Speaking when Allianc-
es for Africa in collabora-
tion with INEC engaged 
members of  the security 
agencies under the aegis 
of  Inter-Agency Consul-
tative Committee on Elec-
tion Security (ICCES) in 
a round table discussion 
on ways of  promoting a 
safe environment that will 
support the full participa-
tion of  vulnerable groups: 
women, people living with 
disabilities and the aged, in 
the 2023 electoral process 
in Imo State, the Public 
Relations Officer of  INEC,  

Chinenye Chijioke-Osu-
ji, highlighted some of  
the causes of  electoral 
violence which included 
poverty, unemployment, 
unethical media reporting 
among other things.

According to her, these 
factors have an enormous 
implication on election 
outcome.

To curb electoral vio-
lence, participants agreed 
that there is need for a re-
orientation of  the mindset 
of  citizens, need to lower 
the poverty level, need to 
embrace technology to re-
duce human interference, 
and need for more sensiti-
zation and voter education 
a across board for an inclu-
sive electoral process.

In her remarks, Blessing 
Duru of  Alliances for Af-
rica noted that there was 
need to promote a safe 
environment that will sup-
port the full participation 
of  the vulnerable groups in 
the 2023 electoral process 
in Imo State.

In her contribution, Lil-
ian Ibeh urged the secu-
rity agencies to take the 
message down the line 
for comprehensive under-
standing of  the fact that 
the vulnerable groups need 
to feel safe to participate in 
the electoral process espe-
cially as the elections draw 
closer while applauding 
them for coming, with the 
hope that according to her, 
the meeting will bear fruits 
at the end of  the day.
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Commercialization of Biofortified Crops project
partner urges health workers on nutrition
By Chigozie Uzosike

U
nderstanding the 
need for commu-
nity members to 

embrace the consumption 
of  Biofortified foods, the 
Commercialization of  Bio-
fortified Crops (CBC) pro-
ject Partner, Foundation for 
Livelihood Advancement 
(FLA) has urged health 
workers on intake of  nutri-
tious foods.

Speaking during the 
training that took place at 
Nwangele LGA of  Imo, 
the Commercialization of  
Biofortified Crops (CBC) 
Imo State implementing 
partner and Program Di-
rector, FLA, Elder Kenneth 
Amogu noted that there’s 
need for the community/
village health workers to 

be trained on the nutrition 
recipe and how to grow for 
commercialization, adding 
that there’s no alternative to 
health of  individuals as ac-
cording to him,  when a per-
son is healthy, he or she can 
work effectively. He called 
on the health workers to 
always advise their patients 
on the need to take healthy 
foods, especially those rich 
in vitamin A components.

Amogu posited that it 
hoped that in no distant 
time, the whole of  Imo will 
be talking about taking Bi-
ofortified foods and crops. 
He noted that when people 
take healthy meals, it helps 
to build their immune sys-
tem which fights away sick-
ness.

In her comment, the State 
Nutrition Officer, Mrs. Lois 

Onyeike who was repre-
sented by Mrs Ozuruigbo 
called on health workers 
to not advise people on 
healthy living but they 
should also consume them. 
She said they should find 
small portion of  land and 
plant Biofortified Crops 
and reduce the intake of  
carbohydrates foods. She 
noted that vitamin A foods 
fight hidden hunger and 
makes one healthy.

In her contribution, the 
Nutritional Focal Person, 
Nwangele LGA, Mrs Le-
ticia Ohiri welcomed the 
Foundation for Livelihood 
Advancement for the train-
ing and assured that they 
will put to use all they have 
learnt. She applauded the 
FLA, Harvestplus and 
GAIN for their support in 

ensuring that the knowl-
edge of  Biofortified foods is 
brought to them.

The CEO,  Delight Food, 
Delight Ohaka took the 
women on training Sec-
tion which included, Vita-
min A Maize, wet and dry 
pap making, Orange Flesh 
Sweet Potatoe (Vitamin A 
Potatoe) Omelette making, 
Orange Flesh Sweet Po-
tatoe flour, Orange Flesh 
Sweet Potatoe chin chin.

During the practical ses-
sion, Mr L. E. Ohaka, LIO 
(LGA Immunization Of-
ficer), Nwangele  LGA, Mr 
Joseph Okafor, the HOD 
Health, Nwangele LGA in-
cluding Ada N Ozuruigbo, 
tasted the delicacies pre-
pared by the women that 
were trained.

n industrialist and 

Abusiness mogul, 
C h i e f  E n g r 

Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu 
has advocated industrial 
revolut ion and proper 
e n g a g e m e n t s  o f  
professional engineers in 
various fields of  studies, 
technologists and scientists 
as the panacea for the quick 
and faster recovery of  the 
n a t i o n ' s  e c o n o m i c 
development.

Chief  Iwuanyanwu was 
speaking at this year's 
Engineers Day when the 
National Leadership of  
Association of  Professional 
Women Engineers invested   
him their national Grand 
Patron in Abuja.

Engr. Iwuanyanwu said 
that nations that have 

engage them meaningfully 
either by employment or soft 
l o a n s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m 
establish their own mini 
industries or investments.

E n g r.  I w u a n ya n w u 
recalled his exploits as 
Chairman of  FERMA when 
he recruited hundred of  
engineers and sent them 
abroad on training for road 
maintenance, equipment 
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d 
management and noted that 
today, Nigeria is reaping 
from the products of  those 
engineers.

that in many developed 
c o u n t r i e s,  wo m e n  a r e 
blazing the trail in their 
nation's industrial sectors.

E n g r.  I w u a n ya n w u 
maintained that any nation 
that neglects its Engineers 
does so at her peril because 
no nation can achieve faster 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h o u t 
industrialization and this he 
said is the bane of  most 
African countries including 
Nigeria.

T h e  E n g i n e e r i n g 
generalismo and scientist 
a d v i s e d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s 

advanced industrially and  
technologically have always 
m a d e  u s e  o f  t h e i r 
indigenous Engineers in 
bo th  gover nment  and 
private institutions.

He called on the federal, 
state and indigenous and 
multinational institutions 
t o  e m b a r k  o n  m a s s 
recruitment of  professional 
engineers to improve the 
nation's industrial sector so 
a s  t o  e n s u r e  g r e a t e r 
upliftment of  the national 
GDP.

He observed that the 
nation's higher institutions 
of  learning mass produce 
well trained engineers and 
other  profess ionals  in 
various fields of  human 
endeavour but regretted 
that no provision is made to 

E n g r.  I w u a n ya n w u 
commended the Association 
of  Professional Women 
Engineers (APWEN) for 
organizing themselves as a 
body to add quality to the 
activities of  their parent 
body the Nigerian Society of  
Engineers of  which they are 
a l l  members  inc luding 
himself.

He enjoined them to use 
their Association to ensure 
that many young girls are 
a t t r a c t e d  t o  s t u d y 
engineer ing courses  in 
tertiary institutions adding 

leadership to ensure the 
revival of  all moribund 
industries and institutions by 
h a n d i n g  t h e m  ove r  t o 
individuals and institutions 
engaged in the training of  
professional engineers and 
t e c h n o l o g i s t s  f o r 
management.

E n g r.  I w u a n ya n w u 
observed that depending on 
foreigners will yield nothing 
to the nation's industrial 
advancement pointing out 
that no nation transfers it 
t echnolog y  to  another 
nation.

Industrial revolution, catalyst for nation's
economic recovery, development – Iwuanyanwu
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Editorial

Ukraine-Russia war: 
Understanding the role of 
Journalists on war fields

T
he other day, a British correspondent 
Stuart Ramsay, working with 
Sky News, along with four of his 

colleagues was shot and wounded after 
he came under fire in Kyiv, the capital of 
Ukraine in the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. 
They had tried to escape from the car they 
were in but Ramsay took a slug in his lower 
back while a cameraman named Richie 
Mockler had two rounds splattered on his 
body armour. Russian reconnaissance unit 
was alleged to have been responsible for the 
attack.

According to Dr Cosmas Odoemena, a 
medical practitioner, the Prime Minister 
of Britain, Boris Johnson praised the crew 
for their bravery, saying that they were 
risking their lives so that “the truth is 
told.” In a tweet, he said: “Free press will 
not be intimidated or cowed by barbaric and 
indiscriminate acts of violence.”

Meanwhile, CNN’s Matthew Chance 
was on-air from Ukraine as he talked 
about the war and whether Ukraine’s 
determination was going to wane.  He 
suddenly looked to the ground to see that 
he had been standing next to a grenade 
all the while. The experienced journalist 
quietly moved away from that area while 
beckoning his crew to follow him. There 
are other journalists like BBC’s Clive Myrie 
and chief international correspondent Lyse 
Doucet who have kept millions of viewers 
gripped with their chilling dispatches from 
the war zone in Kyiv.

During the war in Libya, Sara Sidner of 
CNN braced up to feed viewers information 
of happenings in that country. Even the 
helmet she wore on her head and the 
bulletproof vest did little to mask the fear 
that was visible in her eyes.

As I wrote in an article during the Libyan 
war, journalists are often caught in the 
crossfire during wars. As the war raged, 
rebels took over Tripoli in the endgame of 
Muammar Gaddafi’s 46-year regime. At the 
Rixos hotel, 35 journalists whom Gaddafi 
had permitted to cover the war were held 
for some days before they were released.

Incidentally, Matthew Chance was 
among those journalists. Recollecting 
that experience he said, “As a foreign 
correspondent I have covered conflicts 
all over the world, in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Chechnya, the Balkans, and Georgia, but 
I have never experienced anything like 
the five days I have just spent in the Rixos 
Hotel in Tripoli, held captive by a group of 
Kalashnikov-brandishing young fanatical 
Gaddafi loyalists. There were moments 
when I did not think I’d come out of the 
place alive, but what I found hardest to 
cope with was accepting my complete loss 
of control. My fate was out of my hands.”

During the Iraq War, embedded 
journalism was introduced by the U.S. 

Department of Defense, which allowed 
journalists to be attached to a military 
unit on the battlefield. This made the 
press have more access to information as 
it was happening. But with this, there was 
an increased risk to their lives. In a 2006 
book entitled Blood Brothers, TIME senior 
correspondent, Michael Weisskopf, wrote 
about how he lost his right hand in Iraq in 
2003 on his way to profile the American 
soldier as “Person of the Year” for the 
magazine. 

It is good to have real-time reporting; it is 
also good to consider these journalists in the 
frontline. Under the Geneva Convention, 
journalists are to be treated as civilians 
in times of war, so killing or harming 
them is seen as a war crime. Many media 
organisations, in order to conserve funds, 
engage freelancers or “stringers,” instead of 
full-time staff. They are often not protected 
with insurance; some of them are young and 
inexperienced.

In the late 1980s, the Dutch Union 
of Journalists championed the issue of 
journalists’ safety; and a worldwide action 
programme was later launched by the 
International Federation of Journalists to 
reduce the risks journalists face during wars. 
It went on to publish a safety guidebook, 
and it also looked through insurance policies 
for staff and freelancers, and came up with 
safety courses with employers, as well as 
first aid courses and training on the types of 
weapons that journalists could confront in 
warfare. 

The journalists’ body ensured that 
media companies took their share of 
responsibilities. Now, several IFJ member 
unions, together with media companies and 
military authorities, have intensive armed 
conflict preparation training programmes 
for their members. Some media unions have 
included the right to safety training in their 
collective agreements with their companies. 
The IFJ and its members have also lobbied 
for equal benefits for freelancers.

The IFJ has an all-encompassing 
“survival guide” for correspondents who 
cover conflicts—Live News: A Survival 
Guide for Journalists. It has information 
on equipment, preparations, training, 
precautions, insurance, first aid, and post-
traumatic stress disorders.

Journalism is like a humanitarian aid 
group, just like Doctors without Borders, 
and the Red Cross, so they should get equal 
treatment. It is also reprehensible to abduct 
or kidnap, or kill journalists. Governments, 
the military, and warlords should help 
protect journalists in their domain, whether 
domestic or foreign. The first casualty of war 
is truth. It is also true that many families of 
journalists who want to tell the world the 
truth would be grateful if their loved ones 
return to them safely.
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No petrol, no light, 
no bed space
T

his article will highlight 
three disturbing 
scenarios. The first is 

the crippling fuel scarcity. For 
over five weeks, it has been 
a hellish experience getting 
petrol into our vehicles and, 
or, generators. What exactly is 
going on?

The situation got so bad 
recently when the story that 
kegs of  petrol—with stickers, 
Erelu Okin Foundation 
Installation Party—were 
distributed as souvenirs at a 
party in Havillah Event Centre, 
Oniru, Lagos (which was later 
sealed up by the Lagos State 
Government) went viral.

Nigerian celebrities 
are expressing their 
disappointment over the biting 
fuel scarcity in different ways.

In a full display of  sarcasm, 
songstress Atuaje Iruobe, 
known professionally as Waje, 
tweeted that she’s ready to 
marry any man who can give 
her gallons of  petrol. “For 
the men that are interested in 
asking for my hand in marriage, 
the most important item on the 
list will be 100 litres of  fuel,” 
she tweeted.

In a 44 sec video that also 
trended, Nollywood actress 
Kate Henshaw was obviously 
angry over the hardship 
Nigerians constantly endure. 
“We cannot continue like 
this, things are too bad,” she 
protested in the video. “What 
are we going outside to do 
… you go outside, there’s 
no petrol; you stay at home, 
there’s no light. What the hell 
is going on?”

The long and winding fuel 
queues that have refused to go 
away represent the parable of  
the yam farmer who goes to 
the market to buy yam each 
time he wants to eat pounded 
yam.

Vendors hawking petrol in 
plastic containers of  different 
sizes right in front of  filling 
stations are exploiting the 
situation. How bad can it get? 
It is an opportunity for brisk 
business and profiteering. 
Since petrol ranks as an 
essential commodity, the black 
market—with contaminated 
petrol—is booming. Then, 
there’s also the risk of  buying 
petrol by the roadside that can 
cause engine damage.

There’s no point deceiving 

ourselves, petrol now sells 
between N200/litre and 
N350/litre, and, sometimes, 
even more, that is if  you 
find it. N162/litre is no 
longer applicable. Why is 
the government unable to 
communicate this position to 
Nigerians?

The chaos at filling stations 
creates traffic management 
problems that spill into 
the adjourning roads. This 
situation prompted Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu of  Lagos 
State to caution motorists 
responsible for the blockade of  
free flow of  traffic.

We have heard different 
versions of  the same story 
from government officials on 
the endless fuel crisis. Let us 
understand the context again. 
Our refineries are not working, 
so it is not surprising they 
incur huge losses running into 
billions of  naira. Instead of  
selling off  the refineries, we 
retain them, with heavy turn 
around maintenance costs. It 
doesn’t make sense.

The flip side of  the coin is 
that we import petrol—that is 
smuggled out to neighbouring 
countries because they pay 
more per litre—through the 
famous swap deals and by the 
time you do the maths, you 
probably will not be shocked 
at how much we have been 
spending on petrol subsidy 
every year. Nothing shocks 
Nigerians anymore.

After hinting that fuel 
subsidy would be removed 
effective from last month 
because it was no longer 
sustainable, the Federal 
Government, fearing the 
backlash that would follow, 
backed down. The politics 
of  2023, clearly, was a major 
determining factor. If  the 
subsidy was removed, the 
pump price of  petrol would 
have been N302/litre based on 
the recommendation of  the ad-
hoc committee of  the National 
Economic Council.

The potential damage of  
the subsidy removal to the 
political fortunes of  the All 
Progressives Party at next 
year’s general elections was 
not an option to be considered. 
But how does petrol scarcity 
help the ruling party? With the 
prolonged scarcity, pain, anger 
and frustration, APC may be 
in for a night of  long knives.

Except he was misquoted, 
I disagree strongly with my 
brother, Femi Adesina, a 

presidential spokesman, when 
he said that petrol scarcity is 
not a new thing to Nigerians. 
Femi, you missed the point. 
Why should we endure 
avoidable hardship? Under 
the Buhari tenure the pump 
price of  petrol was increased 
to N162/litre and heavens 
did not fall. So, what are we 
talking about?

Nigerians want petrol but it 
is not available. NNPC, which 
has the primary responsibility 
of  ensuring petrol is available, 
has failed woefully. Nigerians 
may be impatient by nature but 
we show a lot of  understanding 
and extend good graces to 
every government in power. 
Usually, this gesture is taken 
for granted.

In every bad situation, we 
endure the pains and adjust 
to the new reality. Even when 
shiploads of  bad petrol was 
imported recently, Nigerians 
complained but nothing 
good came out of  it. Frankly 
speaking, I was not expecting 
heads to roll anyway because 
we live in a society that is not 
driven by any sense of  purpose.

Now, let us x-ray the 
light situation, our second 
scenario. What is so magical 
about giving Nigerians regular 
electricity supply 24/7 after 
over 60 years of  nationhood? 
The reasons for constant 
blackouts are the same every 
year; they’re legion.

We are tired of  hearing 
jargon such as the “power sector 
has been unbundled,” “the 
problem is not transmission 
but distribution,” etc; lame 

is our third and final scenario. 
In many hospitals in Nigeria, 
there’s a familiar story: we do 
not have bed spaces. In trying 
to save the life of  a patient, 
you may end up being directed 
to several hospitals until the 
patient dies due to lack of  
prompt medical attention.

But what can the doctors 
and nurses do when the 
decaying public healthcare 
infrastructure in every part of  
Nigeria is beyond them? In a 
Facebook post, Goddie Ofose, 
a journalist, described how his 
elder sister died. On February 
28, 2022, Ofose received a call 
from his nephew. This was 
around 11.00 pm. “My mum, 
your sister, cannot talk,” his 
nephew, petrified, told him on 
the phone. Ofose’s sister, Arit 
Eyo, needed urgent medical 
attention at that time of  the 
night.

According to Ofose, his 
dying sister was taken to Grace 
Hospital, Agbado where she 
was rejected because there was 
no bed space. She was then 
taken to Longe Hospital on 
Iju Road where she was also 
rejected. The tricycle (Keke 
Marwa) that was conveying 
the patient could no longer 
continue the emergency rounds 
due to a shortage of  petrol. 
Remember, petrol scarcity was 
still raging and biting hard.

By this time, Ofose had 
reached Longe Hospital in 
his own car from where he 
was directed to the General 
Hospital at Ifako Ijaiye. “My 
sister is dying, please help her,” 
Ofose pleaded. “We don’t have 
any bed space,” the nurse on 
duty, replied.

However, a female doctor 
was at least kind enough to 
administer first aid and asked 
Ofose to take his sister to 
LASUTH at once. Again, 
there was no bed space. 
He was asked to proceed 
to the General Hospital in 
Gbagada. This was around 
2am and it was the same story 
at Gbagada: no bed space. 
Instead of  heading to LUTH to 
avoid another disappointment, 
Ofose decided to take his sister 
to a private clinic where she 
was attended to.

“But in the morning, you 
just take her to Amadiaha 
Hospital,” the staff  on duty 
told Ofose. By the time he 
made it to the hospital at 6.00 
am, his sister had passed away.

Eyo, aged 63, was survived 
by her children, grandchildren 
and relations. May her soul 
through the mercy of  God rest 
in peace.

Opinion 

By Ehi Braimah

excuses that make no sense at 
a time the world is discussing 
electric cars, robotics, space 
exploration and augmented 
reality.

I thought the chorus, Up 
NEPA, had disappeared from 
our Hall of  Shame but we 
are still where we are: motion 
without movement. We need 
electricity for everything; so 
you can imagine life without 
power. When there’s no power, 
be sure you have a tank of  
diesel and/or petrol for your 
generator (including I-better-
pass-my-neighbour generator).

Homes, schools, offices, 
hotels, hospitals, places of  
worship, hairdressing salons, 
and so on need electricity. We 
also need light to charge our 
mobile phones. For a moment, 
just imagine the amount spent 
on petrol and diesel to power 
generators throughout the 
country, in addition to the 
cost of  wear and tear of  the 
generators. When you do the 
maths, what is spent yearly 
runs into billions of  naira.

Most Nigerians are bad 
debtors; they will use a service 
(including electricity) and 
refuse to pay. However, with 
the pre-payment option, there’s 
no hiding place anymore. The 
telecoms companies knew this 
secret a long time ago and 
insisted that subscribers must 
prepay to enjoy their services. 
A prepaid electricity meter 
discourages estimated and 
inflated bills; you pay for only 
what you consume.

The healthcare sector, 
which is in a complete mess, 

The healthcare sector, which is 
in a complete mess, is our third 

and final scenario. In many 
hospitals in Nigeria, there’s 
a familiar story: we do not 

have bed spaces. In trying to 
save the life of a patient, you 
may end up being directed 
to several hospitals until the 
patient dies due to lack of 
prompt medical attention.

“

“
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The car/driving mirror
The Driving Mirror that is 

outside on the passenger's side is 
usually a convex mirror with 
some words inscribed on it that 
say something like “OBJECTS 
IN MIRROR ARE CLOSER 
THAN THEY APPEAR”. The 
image formed by the convex 
mirror is actually an erect, 
diminished, virtual image, and it 
“appears” just a few inches 
behind the surface of  the mirror. 
The object is much further away 
that it “appears” to be!

he Kaduna State TGovernment says 
i t  wi l l  a l locate 

another land to Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU), 
Zaria, at Kangimi village 
following disagreement 
o v e r  a l l e g e d 
encroachment by the 
A B U  C o l l e g e  o f  
Agriculture and Animal 
Science in the Mando area 
of  the metropolis.

Ismail Umaru Dikko, 
the Director-General, 
Kaduna Sta te  Urban 
P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Development Authority 
( K A S U P DA ) ,  w h i l e 
br ie f ing  newsmen in 
Kaduna, explained, “It is 
strange that people who 
are supposedly out to 
protect institutional land 
will  not exercise any 
curiosity regarding the 
unauthorized excisions 
that have occurred on the 
land or demand that their 
institution investigate how 
it happened.”

According  to  the 
Director-General,  t i l l 
date, most of  G-Item 1060 
remains unutilised, saying 
that the entire area was a 
forest when the land was 
allocated in 1965, but now, 
it is a veritable part of  
Kaduna metropolis.

He added that the 

e n t i r e  a r e a  i s  b e i n g 
replanned in line with the 
reviewed Kaduna Master 
Plan Law, 2016 and the 
U r b a n  R e n e w a l 
Programme.

Dikko explained that 
the replanning would 
preserve the college, its 
academic facilities, hostels, 
and staff  housing on the 
current site, stressing that 
w i t h  a  r e v i s e d  l a n d 
a l loca t ion  tha t  more 
appropriately reflects its 
actual ability to use the 
land.

He stated that the 
college would also be 
a l l o c a t e d  l a n d  f o r 
agriculture in the Kangimi 
area earmarked for such 
endeavours in the Kaduna 
Masterplan.

He said that the G-
Item 1060, measuring 338 
hectares, was allocated to 
N o r t h e r n  Ve t e r i n a r y 
Experimental Station in 
1965,  saying that  the 
College of  Agriculture and 
Animal Science, which 
succeeded the Northern 
Veterinary Experimental 
Station on the land, has 
developed 47 hectares 
which are being used for 
educational purposes and 
staff  housing.

He added that the 
college is using another 
3 4 . 5  h e c t a r e s  f o r 
agriculture, a significant 

p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d , 
representing 24% of  the 
entire G-Item 1060, saying 
that it has been illegally 
subdivided and sold.

The Director-General 
observed that consequent 
t o  t h i s  u n l a w f u l 
subdivision and excisions, 
about 900 plots have been 
illegally laid out on the 
land, with 426 plots either 
ful ly  developed or  at 
v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  
construction.

He explained that 
plots of  land within the 
College Administrative 
and Staff  Housing Area 
have also been sold, and 
private facilities such as an 
Event Centre, a Petrol 
S t a t i o n  a n d  P r i v a t e 
Residential Houses have 
been developed therein.

He further explained 
t h a t  t h e  u n l a w f u l 
subdivisions, excisions and 
sales of  plots were done 
without the consent or 
approval of  the Kaduna 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t , 
point ing out  that  the 
act ions  const i tute  an 
unapproved change of  
land use and unacceptable 
violation of  the purpose 
for which the G-Item was 
originally allocated.

Over the years, he 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a n 
unfortunate pattern has 
d e v e l o p e d  w h e r e i n 

officials of  some federal 
agencies in the state violate 
the terms of  allocation of  
the land issued to their 
organizations, stressing 
that these officials have 
unlawfully excised public 
land and reallocated for 
private purposes.

He added that the 
satellite images of  the site 
s h o w  t h a t  t h e  l a n d 
allocated extends beyond 
the fence, and a physical 
inspection would further 
c o n f i r m  t h i s  p o i n t , 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e 
Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria statement tries to 
shrink G-Item 1060 from 
its 1965 size in a vain 
attempt to pretend that the 
portion illegally excised 
and subdivided were never 
p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l 
allocation.

Dikko stated that this 
i s  the  f i r s t  t ime that 
KASUPDA has seen an 
i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  a 
l a n d o w n e r  a d m i t s 
ownership of  less than his 
full allocation, saying that 
these are the facts of  the 
matter, as a campaign of  
blackmail by trade unions 
and management of  the 
institution will neither alter 
t h e  f a c t s  n o r  c o n f e r 
immunity for violations of  
t h e  t e r m s  o f  l a n d 
allocation.

The Magnifying Glass
T w o  p o i n t s  a b o u t  a 

magnifying glass to begin with. 
First, apparently rather few 
people understand how to use 
this complicated scientif ic 
instrument. The correct way to 
use it is to hold it as close to your 
eye as possible. The second point 
it that it doesn't magnify at all. 
The angular size of  the image is 
exactly the same as the angular 
size of  the object.

Spectacle Lenses
When parallel light enters 

the relaxed eye, it may be brought 
to a focus before the retina. In 
effect the lens, or the cornea, of  
the eye is too strong, or perhaps 
the eyeball is too deep. It is easy 
to see objects that are close up, 
but light from more distant 

objects is brought to a focus too 
soon. The eye is said to be 
myopic or shortsighted or near-
sighted.

The Camera
The camera is a box with a 

lens in one side of  it and a 
photographic film or a CCD on 
the opposite side. The distance 
between camera lens and film 
can be changed so as to focus on 
objects at various distances. The 
aperture can also be changed. In 
dim light you need to open the 
aperture up to let a lot of  light in; 
but this makes the image less 
sharp, and you have a smaller 
depth of  field.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

ptical instruments are 

Ot h e  d e v i c e s  w h i c h 
process light wave to 

enhance an image for a more 
clear view. The use of  optical 
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  a 
m a g n i f y i n g  l e n s  o r  a n y 
complicated device  l ike  a 
microscope or telescope, usually 
makes things bigger and helps us 
to see in a more detailed manner. 
The use of  converging lenses 
makes things appear larger, and 
on the other hand, diverging 
lenses always get you smaller 
images.

While using a converging 
lens, it's important to remember 
that, if  an object is at a larger 
distance than the image is 
diminished and will be very 
nearer to the focal point. While 
the object keeps on moving in the 
direction of  the lens, the image 
moves beyond the focal point 
and enlarges. When the object is 
placed at 2F, which is two times 
the focal distance from the lens, 
the image and object become of  
the same size. When the object 
moves from 2F towards the focal 
point (F), its image keeps moving 
out of  the lens and enlarges till it 
goes to infinity when the object 
reaches the focal point, F. As the 
object moves closer to the lens, 
the image moves in the direction 
of  the lens from negative infinity 
and gets smaller when the object 
gets closer to lens.

Applications of  optical 
instruments:

Multiple Lenses:
There are many devices like 

telescopes and microscopes, 
which use multiple lenses to 
create images. Analyzing any 
system having multiple lenses 
shows that it works in stages 
where each lens forms an image 
of  the object. The original object 
will work as the object for the first 
lens and creates an image. This 
new image will be the object for 
the second lens and so on. You 
can see this with these examples.

Microscope:
A microscope has two 

converging lenses.  This  is 
because it is easier to get higher 
magnification with two lenses 
rather than just one. Use of  one 
lens can magnify 5 times more 
and using a second will magnify 
7 times, and you will get an 
overall magnification of  35 
which is not possible in one lens. 
It's an easy procedure than to get 

magnification by a factor of  35 
with a single lens. A ray diagram 
of  the microscope arrangement 
is given below. Here you can see 
the image is the object for the 
second lens and the image 
formed by the second lens is the 
image that you would see when 
y o u  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
microscope.

A simple microscope is an 
optical instrument, we use for the 
magnification of  small objects to 
get a clear image or vision. It is a 
convex lens having a short focal 
length. This microscope is at a 
small distance from the object for 
the magnification and hence this 
forms a virtual image. The simple 
microscope enables us to view 
very small letters and figures. 
Watchmakers also make use of  
these. 

W i t h  a  c o m p o u n d 
microscope, we get very large 
values of  magnification. We use 
t h i s  m i c r o s c o p e  t o  s e e 
m i c r o s c o p i c  o b j e c t s  l i k e 
microorganisms. It comprises of  
t w o  c o n v e x  l e n s e s  a n d 
magnification occurs in both of  
these lenses.  the components of  
a compound microscope are 
eyepiece, objective lens, fine and 
rough adjustment screw.

Telescopes:
As we use a telescope to 

view an object that is a very 
distant  place,  therefore,  a 
telescope needs at least two 
lenses. The first lens forms a 
diminished image which is 
nearer to its focal point. This 
device is designed in a way so 
that real and inverted image 
formed by the first lens is just 
nearer to the second lens than its 
focal length. With the help of  a 
magnifying glass, we get an 
enlarged image that is virtual. 
The final image then inverted 
with respect to the object. This 
doesn't really matter with the 
astronomical telescope. While 
observing an object which is on 
earth, we usually prefer a straight 
image that is obtained using the 
third lens.

Optical instruments

Kaduna govt to allocate land to ABU after
dispute

Ray diagram of lense

Ray diagram of simple
microscope

Ray diagram of compound
microscope

Ray diagram of telescope

Ray diagram of driving
mirror

Ray diagram of magnifying
glass

Ray diagram of spectacle lense

Ray diagram of camera
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h e  N a t i o n a l TPresident, Parent 
T e a c h e r 

Association of  Nigeria, 
Alhaji Haruna Danjuma, 
has expressed dismay at 
extension of  the strike by 
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, ASUU, by 
two months.

According to him, the 
continued strike would 
have serious devastative 
effect on the educational 
sector in the country.

The association wants 
the National Assembly 
and states  Houses of  
Assembly to intervene in 

Th e  f o u n d e r  o f  
G r a c e  A n g e l s 
C r e c h e ,  M r s . 

Ogechi Ikeh has said that 
the Creche offers mind 
development kind of  
Creche for children.

Speaking to newsmen 
in Owerri, Ogechi Ikeh 
noted that the Creche is 
not a dumping place for 
parents but a place where 
t h e  c h i l d ' s  m i n d  i s 
developed, adding that 
every development taking 
place in the life of  the child 
is monitored) recorded.

Ogechi who is an 
educationist posited that 

the Creche is into activity 
assessment, development 
a s s e s s m e n t  s o  t h a t 
P e r s o n a l  S o c i a l 
Emotional Development 
(PSED) of  the child is 
monitored, describing that 
the PSED deals with 
understanding the child 
who is either slow or fast 
learner, stressing that the 
teaching pattern for each 
of  the child is different. 
She said that sometimes, 
the slow learning child is 
separated from the fast 
learner-child for personal 
development, adding that 
no child is dullard but that 

what the child needs is 
attention to understand 
the learning pattern of  the 
child.

She noted that in 
Grace Angels Creche, 
they concentrate on the 
affective and cognitive and 
behavioral development 
of  the child, adding that 
the Creche is the best in 
Imo State.

The female advocate, 
Ogechi Ikeh hinted that 
the school also conducts 
counsel for the parents so 
that the teaching in the 
school remains in tandem 
with the ones parents 

teach in the homes to 
avoid confusing the the 
learning module of  the 
child. 'We offer mobile 
Creche services for busy 
parents, hinting that the 
Creche is secured and safe 
f rom diseases  as  the 
children are being taken 
good care of.

The proprietor stated 
that the Grace Angels 
Creche also offers holiday 
enrichment program like 
c o d i n g ,  c o m p u t e r 
learning, spelling, music, 
good morals, hygiene, 
toilet training, feeding 
training kitchenry among 
o t h e r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n , 
stressing that when the 
children have contact with 
the serene atmosphere of  
the Creche, the children 
will never remain the 
same.

She noted that other 
services provided by the 
Grace Angels Creche 
include, In-home Creche, 
a f t e r  s c h o o l  s k i l l s 
development, summer 
c a m p  d e v e l o p m e n t , 
weekend care, adding that 
the Creche is home away 
from home while calling 
on parents to register their 
children at the Creche 
located at No.1 Bishop 
Crowther Street, Ikenegbu 
Layout, Owerri for special 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  m i n d 
development of  the child.

the matter by bringing back 
ASUU and the Federal 
Government in a round 
table to dialogue towards 
finding lasting solution to 
the problem.

He called on religious 
leaders and traditional title 
h o l d e r s  w i t h  o t h e r 
educational stakeholders, 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisations, UNICEF, 
UNESCO in the country 
t o w a r d s  f i n d i n g  a n 
amicable way out of  the 
problems in order to bring 
an end to the strike.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
D a n j u m a ,  “ We  we r e 

hoping that at the end of  
the one month warning 
strike by ASUU that both 
ASUU and the federal 
government would have 
come to an agreement, but 
it really unfortunate that 
ASUU is going on another 
two months strike. We 
strongly believed that it 
will affect our students and 
the standard of  education 
in the country.”

He noted that adding 
months at home would 
have serious consequences 
to the educational sector 
i n c l u d i n g  e c o n o m y, 
agriculture and other 

sectors in the country.
“We don't want our 

children back home, we 
prefer seeing dialogue 
between ASUU and the 
Federal Government in 
order to ensure Frank talks 
that will quickly bring the 
whole problem to an end 
s o  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y 
continues with sound 
educational policies that 

h e  C o n f l u e n c e TU n i v e r s i t y  o f  
S c i e n c e  a n d 

Technology, Osara has 
received approval and 
consideration from the 
Nat iona l  Univers i t i e s 
Commission to run eight 
additional courses. 

They are; (i) B.Eng. 
Chemical Engineering (ii) 
B.Eng. Civil Engineering 
( i i i )  B.Eng. Computer 
Engineering (iv) B.Eng. 
Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering (v) B.Eng. 
Mechanical Engineering 
( v i )  B .  E n g .  M i n i n g 

Engineering (vii)  BSc. 
Geology (viii) BSc. Applied 
Geophysics. 

According to Public 
Relations Unit headed by 
O m e z a  B a l o g u n , 
CUSTECH came into 
existence in 2020 and 
star ted the 2020/2021 
Academic Session after, 
A l h .  Ya h a y a  B e l l o , 
Governor of  Kogi State, 
saw the dire need to help 
students of  Kogi State 
ex t rac t ion ,  who were 
always stranded with the 
issue of  gaining admission, 
and same time not having 
the privilege to pursue their 
desired choice of  courses 
from other universities 
outside the state. 

CUSTECH star ted 
with eleven 11 programmes 
namely: Cyber Security, 

 former Deputy 

AGovernor of  Osun 
State, Mrs Grace 

Laoye-Tomori, has called on 
the federal government and 
other stakeholders to solve 
all the challenges in the 
country's education sector. 

Laoye-Tomori said this 
at the sixth Distinguished 
Lecture of  Mountain Top 
University, Magboro, Ogun 
State, titled, 'Education, 
Technology & National 
Development.' 

Laoye-Tomori who was 
the guest lecturer explained 
that it was intriguing that the 
federal government and 
some frontline states in the 
e d u c a t i o n a l l y 
disadvantaged states had not 
realised the imperative of  
revamping education at all 
levels. 

She said, “I, therefore, 
call on all concerned to take 
educational investment as 
the one-factor elixir to our 
economic problems and a 
priority for sustainable 
e c o n o m i c  g r ow t h  a n d 
national development. Let 
us tackle the challenges in 
our educational system as if  
our lives and our national 
development depend on it. 
That is the only pathway to 
the greatness of  our nation.”

She  added  tha t  the 
capabilities of  the Nigerian 
graduates were exemplified 
by the glowing exploits of  
the youths in the new world 
of  technology. 

The chairman of  the 
lecture, Pro-chancellor, 
Lagos State University, Sir 
David Sumoni, applauded 
Laoye-Tomori's lecture, 
saying it answered several 
questions on education and 
technology as a panacea to 
national development.

He said, “She has shown 
us the steps we need to take 
f o r  o u r  n a t i o n a l 
development to be a reality. 
Any nation that doesn't give 
full priority to education and 
t e c h n o l o g y  c a n n o t  b e 
counted to have developed.” 

Also, the VC, MTU, 
P r o f .  E l i j a h  Ayo l a b i , 
explained that the lecture 
was organised so as to create 
a relationship between the 
gown and town. 

“ The  d i s t ing u i she d 
lecture is a way of  creating 
relationship with the gown 
and town. She is a seasoned 
politician and this will help 
the university to know the 
mindset of  those outside, we 
will be able to appreciate one 
another better and share 
ideas.” 

C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e , 
Information Technology, 
Software Engineering, 
Mathematics, Statistics, 
C h e m i s t r y,  B i o l o g y, 
B i o c h e m i s t r y , 
Microbiology and Physics.

The addition of  the 
newly  approved e ight 
courses by the NUC gives a 
t o t a l  o f  n i n e t e e n  1 9 
p r o g r a m m e s  t h a t 
CUSTECH will be running 
in  the  nex t  academic 
calendar.

T h e  p r o p o s e d 
Academic Calendar for the 
2021/2022 Session is due to 
commence from Monday 
11th April 2022. 

F r e s h  s t u d e n t s 
interested in any of  the 19 
programmes can now apply 
to be admitted to the 
institution. 

will be competitive with 
international community,” 
he explained.

According to him, the 
strike comes amidst the 
i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e  o f  
foodstuff, high cost of  
petroleum and general 
insecurity bedevil l ing 
peace stabil i ty in the 
country.

“We don't want our 

children to spend three 

months at home because 

of  strike. Ee are begging 

the federal government to 

as a matter of  urgency go 

back and resolved their 

matter with ASUU so that 

the children can quickly go 

back to classes,” he added.

Parent Teacher Association laments extension of ASUU strike

NUC approves eight additional
courses at Kogi varsity

We offer mind development Creche – Grace
Angels founder

Tackle education
challenges, ex-deputy gov
tells FG, others

Members of ASUU in a meeting recentlyMembers of ASUU in a meeting recentlyMembers of ASUU in a meeting recently
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Sack: Ebonyi exco expresses 
confidence in Judiciary, enjoins 
people to remain calm

T
he Ebonyi State 
Executive Council 
has expressed 

confidence in the judges 
and the courts to discharge 
their legal responsibilities 
without fear or favour on 
the cases related to the 
defection of  Gov David  
Umahi  and his deputy 
Kelechi Igwe to the All 
Progressives Congress. 

Briefing the press 
on behalf  of  other 
executive Council 
members, in Abakaliki 
the Attorney-General 
and Commissioner of 
Justice, Hon. Cletus 
Ofoke who passed a 
vote of  confidence on 
Umahi, noted that they 
had carefully studied the 
pronouncements of  the 
High Court of  Ebonyi 
State, Abakaliki Judicial 
Division, and the Federal 
High Court, Abuja on 
the legality or otherwise 
of  the continued stay 
in office of  Governor 
Umahi and his deputy 
on account of  their well-
considered defection from 
the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) to the All 
Progressive Congress 
(APC).

 He commended the 
steps by the Governor 
and his deputy to appeal 
against the judgement of 
the Federal High Court 
Abuja on their purported 
removal from office

“That the Council 
respects the rule of 
law and has implicit 
confidence in the ability 
of  the courts and judges 
involved in the cases 
related to the defection 
of  the Excellencies Engr. 
(Chief) David Nweze 
Umahi, FNSE, FNATE 
the Executive Governor 
of  Ebonyi State and Barr. 
Eric Kelechi Igwe (Ph.D), 
to the All Progressives 
Congress to discharge 

the legal responsibilities 
involved in the case 
without fear, intimidation 
or favour.

“That the Council 
is satisfied with the 
judgement of  the High 
Court of  Ebonyi State, 
Abakaliki Judicial 
Division, in the matter 
and the consequential 
orders of  the court that 
the Governor and the 
Deputy Governor have 
the legal right to remain 
in office.

“That the Council 
commends the immediate 
steps that have been taken 
by the Governor and the 
Deputy Governor to file 
an appeal against the 
judgement of  the Federal 
High Court, Abuja on the 
purported removal of  the 
Governor and the Deputy 
Governor from office, and 
the attendant application 
for a stay of  execution of 
the said judgement.

“That the Council 
wishes to remind all the 
parties and, or, individuals 
interested in the case that 
pending the final and 
exhaustive judgement on 
all appeals on the matter, 
His Excellency Engr 
(Chief) David Nweze 
Umahi, FNSE, FNATE 

projects that are already 
at their various stages of 
completion. The projects 
include, but not limited to, 
the Abakaliki ring road, 
the Ebonyi international 
Airport, the Iyere wonder 
bridge in Afikpo South 
Local Government 
Area, the King David 
University of  Medical 
Sciences, Hausa quarters 
junction overhead bridge, 
rural feeder roads in 
the 13 (thirteen) Local 
Government Area of 
Ebonyi State, the Ebonyi 
State Liaison Office 
building, Abuja and many 
others that are still under 
construction.

“That in view of  the 
massive infrastructural 
and human capital 
transformation that 
Ebonyi State has attained 
under His Excellency, 
Engr. (Chief) David 
Nweze Umahi FNSE, 
FNATE despite the paltry 
revenue allocation to the 
State from the federation 
account and the ability 
of  the Governor to 
initiate policies and 
legal frameworks 
that have ensured 
sustainable economic 
growth which has been 
attested to by numerous 

World Bank monitored 
peer group review 
indicators, the Council 
hereby passes a vote of 
immense confidence in 
His Excellency, Engr 
(Chief) David Nweze 
Umahi FNSE, FNATE, 
and believes that he is 
competent and imbued 
with the capacity to 
adequately address the 
economic political, 
security and socio-cultural 
challenges of  Nigeria if 
elected the President of 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria in 2023.

“That the Council 
enjoins all Ebonyi people 
to sustain their unflinching 
support for the Governor 
as he works towards a 
peaceful and equitable 
political transition in 
the forthcoming general 
election in Ebonyi state.

“That the Council 
further enjoins Ebonyi 
People to remain calm 
and go about their normal 
businesses as nothing 
has happened to alter 
the existing political 
structure in Ebonyi State, 
particularly as Their 
Excellencies Engr. (Chief) 
David Nweze Umahi, 
FNSE, FNATE and Barr. 
Eric Kelechi Igwe (Ph.D) 
are still the Executive 
Governor and Deputy 
Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, respectively.

“That the Council calls 
on the various security 
agencies that have been 
working very hard in the 
State, with the support 
and encouragement of  the 
Governor, to ensure that 
the peace, law and order 
that Ebonyi State is known 
for are not compromised 
by the nefarious activities 
of  a few individuals on a 
failed political voyage.

“That the Council 
believes that Ebonyi State 
will emerge from this 
ephemeral distraction as 
a stronger, better and a 
more united people”, he 
stated.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

remains the Executive 
Governor of  Ebonyi State 
as provided for by both 
the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended) the 2022 
Electoral Act and every 
other relevant extant law.

“That the Council 
condemns in unequivocal 
terms the antics of 
destructive politicians in 
their failed bid to distract 
the functional government 
of  Ebonyi State from 
its avowed objective of 
setting Ebonyi state on the 
exclusive list of  comity of 
viable Nigerian States.

“That the Council is 
aware that the present 
avoidable and absurd 
assault on the intelligence 
of  Ebonyi people and the 
politics of  Ebonyi State 
by some entrenched self-
serving elements with 
unbridled ambitions is 
part of  a grand design 
to truncate the peaceful 
and logical disposition 
of  the Governor to the 
well-established culture 
of  rotation of  elective 
political offices in Ebonyi 
State.

“That the Council 
believes in and supports 
the determination of  the 
Governor to complete 
the economy stimulating 

Umahi
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2023 Igbo presidency: 

Ohanaeze cautions 
Igbo politicians 

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
worldwide on 
Monday said 

that it has discovered 
that almost all Igbo 
presidential hopefuls are 
being distracted through 
the instrumentality of 
local politicians on the 
ground and cautioned 
that such should stop 
especially among Ebonyi 
State politicians.

The apex Igbo 
socio-cultural group 
specifically cautioned 
the member representing 
Afikpo North and 
South in the House of 
Representatives, Hon 
Iduma Igariwey who 
was appointed by the 
People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) to take over 
from Governor Dave 
Umahi following a recent 
court pronouncement 
that sacked him as 
governor. 

Ohanaeze cautioned 
Igariwey to resist the 
temptation to invade 
Ebonyi State with recent 
pronouncements that he 
is now the Governor of 
Ebonyi State, stressing 
that every due process 
stipulated by the 
Nigerian constitution 
must be followed in the 
case in Ebonyi. 

“Our suspicion has 
been reinforced by the 
recent pronouncement 
by Hon Iduma Igariwey 
that he is now Governor 

of  Ebonyi when he’s 
aware of  the Ebonyi 
High Court judgment on 
why Governor Umahi 
should stay and also 
the appeal of  the Abuja 
High Court judgment 
sacking him,” Ohanaeze 
said.

The apex Igbo socio-
cultural group said 
it has observed that 
in all the South-East 
states, where most the 
Presidential hopefuls 
are facing one form of 
temporary challenge in 
a bid to either distract 
or force them to quit the 
2023 presidential race 
and specific 

Ohanaeze alleged 
that Engr. Dave Umahi’s 
trials is a distraction to 
make him quit the 2023 

race and concentrate on 
Ebonyi state “or if  he 
continues, he might be 
taught a political lesson 
in a language that he 
will understand before 
the end of  his tenure in 
2023,” Ohanaeze said.

The group further cau-
tioned that any actions 
or pronouncements ca-
pable of  inciting or pro -
voking a crisis in any part 
of  the South-East must 
be resisted and avoided 
especially now that there 
are insecurity challenges 
in the zone.

A statement from Mazi 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide warned that 
Ohanaeze will sanction 
anyone who offers 

himself  as a willing tool 
for the enemies to use, 
in the declaration of 
political war, capable 
of  derailing governance 
and institutionalizing 
violence and chaos in 
Ebonyi state.

Ohanaeze called for 
all parties to exhaust 
all legal corridors and 
avenues provided by the 
Nigerian Constitution 
for the resolution of 
Ebonyi imbroglio 
and leadership crisis 
adding that it is aware 
of  different court 
pronouncements on the 
Ebonyi matter and the 
appeal of  the Abuja 
court judgment by 
Governor David Umahi 
in the appeal Court.

“We urge all parties 

involved to be patient 
and allow the laws 
of  the land take their 
course, and those who 
have decided to become 
Nigeria’s version of 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, and has 
decided to invade Ebonyi 
state will be sanctioned 
according to Igbo 
customs and traditions,” 
Ohanaeze said.

The apex Igbo socio-
cultural group also said 
that it is aware of  the 
fact that all presidential 
hopefuls from the South-
East have been subjected 
to all forms of  blackmail, 
which hunting and 
intimidation using the 
locals to prosecute these 
rogue operations and 
political war.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Igariwey Isiguzoro
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T
hat Senator Ike Ekwer-
emadu has formerly de-
clared interest to join the 

2023 guber race in Enugu State 
is no longer news.

Indeed, what is on the lips 
of  many people in Enugu and 
beyond is whether Ekweremadu’s 
political ambition will alter Enugu 
State politics as his move seems 
to have drawn him on a head-
on collision with the incumbent, 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
the Leader of  “Ebeano” political 
dynasty a platform he rode to 
power in 1999 and has had sway 
up to this day.

“Ebeano” has the privilege 
of  producing governors for Enu-
gu State since it was founded by 
Ex-governor Chimaroke Nnam-
ani currently representing Enu-
gu East Senatorial zone for a 
second time. 

It could be recalled that 
the fear of  “Ebeano” was 
the beginning of  wisdom 
throughout the reign of  Dr 
Nnamani as governor as he 
used it effectively to keep his 
perceived opponents at bay.

The trio of  Senator Jim 
Nwobodo, ex-president of  
the senate, Ken Nnamani and 
Senator Chimaroke Nnamani 
had since drummed support for 
Governor Ugwuanyi to choose 
his successor.

Although Governor Ug-
wuanyi has not anointed any 
person formally for the 2023 
gubernatorial election, there is a 
general believe that Senator Ek-
weremadu is not in the list of  his 
preference aspirants. 

It is against the speculation 
that the Governor’s choice for 
the exalted seat may either come 
from Isi-Uzo local government 
area or core Nkanu is gaining 
currency. Core Nkanu land 
is made up of  Nkanu-West, 
Nkanu-East, Enugu-East and 
Enugu South local government 
areas of  the state.

Highly favoured persons in 
the anointing cycle as being 
jerked up by social media are 
Honourable Chijioke Edoga, 
Chief  Everest Nnaji and Chief  
Peter Mbah.

While Hon. Edoga, current 
State Commissioner of  
Environment hails from Isi Uzo 
local government, Chief  Nnaji 
and Mbah are from Nkanu East 

senatorial zones namely; Enu-
gu-East, Enugu North and Enu-
gu West. Enugu East Senatorial 
zone has produced three civilian 
governors in persons of  Sena-
tor Jim Ifeanyichukwu Nwo-
bodo, Late Christian Chukwu-
ma Onoh, Senator Chimaroke 
Nnamani. Enugu North Senato-
rial zone has produced two gov-
ernors namely Dr Okwesilieze 
Nwodo and the incumbent, Rt. 
Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi. Enugu 
West senatorial zone has just 
produced one governor in per-
son of  Sullivan Chime.

Senator Ekweremadu then 
asked rhetorically, where lies the 
equity, justice and fairness?

Interestingly, just after Senator 
Ekweremadu addressed newsmen 
in Enugu on Friday, March 11, the 
people of  his local government 
area, Aninri, on Saturday which 
was a day after, March 12, 
pledged their loyalty to Governor 
Ugwuanyi, appreciating his peace 
and development initiatives in the 
state.

The people of  Nenwe, in 
Aninri Local Government Area 
passed a vote of  confidence on 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for 
his uncommon leadership style, 
development strides in the state, 
peaceful disposition, proactive 
security interventions, political 

empowerments and educational 
facilities in the community 
as well as his approach to 
governance anchored on fear 
of  God, vision, love, peace, 
humility and generosity.

The Nenwe people gave the 
endorsement when they paid a 
solidarity/Thank-you visit to 
Ugwuanyi at the Government 
House, Enugu.

Presenting a communiqué 
issued by Nenwe Stakeholders 
after a crucial meeting at Aninri 
West Development Centre, 
Nenwe, Air-Vice Marshal 
Christian Chukwu (Rtd.) 
informed Gov. Ugwuanyi that 
the people of  Nenwe are happy 
with him and “are completely 
loyal to you Your Excellency”.

Chukwu added that they 
appreciate the governor’s 
response to security issues in 
Nenwe and for appointing 
their sons and daughters into 
various government positions, 
disclosing that Ugwuanyi is 
the first governor to consider 
their people for elective and 
appointive positions in the 
history of  the community.

“We sincerely appreciate you 
for seeing that Nenwe produced 
her first House of  Assembly 
member in the history of  Nenwe 
town. We are happy with your 
relationship with our House of  
Assembly representative, Hon. 
Okwu Chinedu and all your 
appointees from Nenwe town. 
And we hereby hand them 
over to you as your sons and 
daughters”.

Appreciating the governor’s 
interventions in provision of  
educational facilities in schools 
in the community, the Nenwe 
stakeholders comprising Royal 
Father, all the Presidents General 
of  the four autonomous commu-
nities, all village Chairmen and 
their executives, academicians, 
Business Moguls, Artisans, Civil 
Servants, public office holders, 
Diasporans, among others, said: 
“We are witnesses to your nu-
merous developmental projects 
across all parts of  Enugu State, 
especially some forgotten rural 
communities.

“We appreciate your peaceful 
nature, kind heart and your 
firm belief  in God as the leader 
of  the state. Having assessed 
your Excellency’s approach to 
governance which is anchored 

 By Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Loca government area.
True to its bidding, Senator 

Ekweremadu a former deputy 
president of  the senate last 
Friday, March March 11, 
ended long speculation of  his 
desire to rule Enugu State in 
next political dispensation 
when he announced to selected 
journalists at Western Hotel, 
Enugu his agenda for the people 
of  Coal City State.

Describing the press 
conference as a consultative 
meeting with the media, the 
Mpu born lawyer cum politician 
explained that the governorship 
position will offer him a good 
platform to serve the state better.

According to him, having 
served in various capacity 
starting as a local government 
Chairman, Chief  of  Staff, 
Secretary to State Government, 
SSG, five-term Senator, three-
term Deputy President of  the 
Senate, he has garnered enough 
experience to transform Enugu 
State.

His words: “In the course of  
the journey, I have met world 
leaders and made friends in both 
the private and public sectors 
of  the national and global 
economics.

“I have had the opportunity 
to understand how States and 

nations are transformed.”
He recalled how he has 

initiated and completed many 
life-changing projects stressing 
that it’s time to focus on Enugu. 
If  elected, Ekweremadu said 
he will establish at least two 
industries in each of  the 17 
Local Government Areas in 
four years.

He also promised to build 
Super High Ways from Enugu to 
Ebonyi, Enugu to Abia, Enugu 
to Benue, Enugu to Anambra as 
well as a ring road to connect all 
the LGA’S in the state.

The Senator said he is poised 
to restore pipe borne water to 
end the perennial problem of  
water scarcity in Enugu.These 
he said he will do by building 
dams and rehabilitating existing 
water sources and pipelines.

Curiously, Senator 
Ekweremadu denied being a 
product of  zoning arrangement 
in Enugu state saying “what we 
need in Enugu is not zoning but 
the capability to deliver good 
governance to the people of  
Enugu state.

Asked where lies equity, jus-
tice and fairness if  zoning sys-
tem is truncated and what will 
they tell the people of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone, Ekwere-
madu retorted, “There are three Continues on pg. 11

2023: Will Ekweremadu 
change politics of Enugu State?

Ekweremmadu
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on fear of  God, love, humility 
and generosity, we hereby pass 
a vote of  confidence in the 
Executive Governor of  Enugu 
State, Rt. Hon. Dr. Lawrence 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi”.

In his speech, the 
member representing Aninri 
Constituency in the State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Chinedu 
Okwu (Otaka), eulogized Gov. 
Ugwuanyi’s leadership qualities 
describing him as “the most 
peaceful Governor in Nigeria” 
and “an uncommon Governor”.

The lawmaker pointed 
out that this was the first time 
his people interfaced with a 
governor in a large number, 
adding that “it was made 
possible because we have an 
accessible Governor”.

“Your Excellency, we thank 
you so much for this rare 
opportunity. We can never take 
it for granted. We are very happy 
with you because the hands you 
use in holding us are the hands 
that made us to come and tell 
you that we are in solidarity 
with you.

“Call us in the morning, call 
us in the afternoon, you will see 
us. Call us in the night even in 
the midnight, Your Excellency, 
we will be there. We want you 
to give us a directive and you see 
us carrying it out immediately to 
the letter. We want to thank you 
for the things you have done for 
us and thank you more for the 
things you have to do after now.

“Your Excellency, our people 
are very happy with you. Today we 
have the rank and file; who-is-who 
in Nenwe are here today. Even 
those that are not here with us, 
they are here spiritually because 
they are aware that we are here”.        

In their separate remarks, 
the Administrator, Aninri West 
Development Centre, Hon. 
Israel Ani and the President 
General, Agbada Nenwe 
Town Union and Coordinating 
Presidents General of  Nenwe 
Town Unions, Comrade 
Ifeanyi Mbude reiterated the 
support, solidarity, loyalty and 
confidence of  the people of  
Nenwe community in Gov. 
Ugwuanyi and his people-
oriented administration.

Comrade Mbude maintained 
that the governor has done a lot 
for their people, saying: “Before 
you came on board as the 
Executive Governor of  Enugu 
State, we were like people who do 
not have hope because since the 
return of  democracy, no Nenwe 
person has gone to the House 
of  Assembly, no Nenwe person 
has been a Commissioner, no 
Nenwe person has been a High 
Court Judge and so many other 
positions. But when you came 
on board, Nenwe produced a 
House of  Assembly member for 
the first time since the return of  
democracy (Hon. Okwu).

“It is not only him, we 
also have a High Court Judge, 
Hon. Justice Nnenna Alukwu, 
courtesy of  you. You did not 
stop there, you also gave us 
member of  Enugu State Judicial 
Commission in the person of  
Mrs. Amaka Alinta Oriaku. We 
also have a Permanent Secretary, 
Dr. Mrs, Ada Johnny Nwonye. 
There are many SSAs, SAs and 
Liaison Officers”.

Other Nenwe dignitaries 
at the event include the retired 
Deputy Inspector General of  
Police, Godwin Nwobodo, HRH 
Igwe Dr. F.N. Imoh (Ezeudo 

1 of  Agbada Nenwe), Very 
Rev. Fr. Innocent Chukwuka, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of  Water Resources, Dr. Mrs. 
Ada Johnny Nwonye, her 
Spouse, Chief  Johnny Nwonye, 
Member, Enugu State Judicial 
Service Commission, Mrs. 
Amaka Alinta Oriaku, the 
Academia, Igwe’s Cabinet, 
other Presidents General of  the 
remaining three Town Unions, 
among others.

If  there is any pressure group 
that is aggressively advocating a 
technocrat as successor of  the 
incumbent, it is the Enugu State 
Citizens Support for Equity and 
Good Governance (ESCSEG) 
led by Comrade Emmanuel 
Onyedonzi Onwe.

 The pro-democracy group 
stated that Enugu State needs 
in 2023 a tested technocrat, 
stressing that the man or 
woman to drive the seat of  state 
should be a tested technocratic/
professional with a clear-cut 

vision of  revamping every sector 
of  the economy of  the state.

Speaking with News Echo 
Correspondent, the Comrade 
Onwe, emphasized that the 
group would not back any career 
politician or any candidate that 
doesn’t have plans to revive the 
fortunes of  the state.

According to him, “career 
politicians are the problems of  
this country which our dear 
state has its own fair share” 
and that those who have turned 
politics as their only means of  
livelihood “must be rejected at 
all levels of  governance come 
2023 if  our state must continue 
to make progress”.

Speaking on the current 
agitation for power shift to 
Enugu East Senatorial Zone, 
Onwe stated that the agitation 
for zoning is traceable to unequal 
distribution of  resources among 
the component strata that make 
up a geographical entity.

His word, “In a saner clime, 

zoning doesn’t make headlines 
but competency, capability, 
pedigree and proven integrity. 
But here, people believe that 
once a particular area is in 
charge, greater resources and 
attention would be channelled 
towards the development of  that 
area at the detrimental of  the 
rest of  the state”.

Onwe however, stated that 
ESCSEG supports zoning ar-
rangement backed with compe-
tency, capacity, proven integrity 
with a well defined manifesto, 
adding “We’ll support tested 
technocratic with a clear-cut 
vision of  developing our state 
from where Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi would stop”.

“As a matter of  fact, we 
have set our machinery in 
motion towards shopping for 
an acceptable candidate for a 
possible support” he further 
stated.

Findings revealed that 
with the unfolding events, 
the likes of  Professors Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji and Barth 
Nnaji may be the men to beat 
in gubernatorial poll in Enugu 
State come 2023 as the entry 
of  Senator Ekweremadu in the 
gubernatorial race is already 
changing the face of  Enugu 
politics.

While Professor Barth Nna-
ji has excelled in robotics engi-
neering, Professor Jehu Onyek-
were Nnaji is a distinguished 
Professor of  International Law 
and Global Politics, a Judge at 
the ICCMCC, the Hague, Neth-
erlands.

He is a man who has led and 
still leads in numerous veritable 
leadership positions both home 
and abroad.

Mbah Jehu Nnaji Edeoga

Gilbert Nnaji
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2023: T. A. Orji has no right to decide
for Abia -Ukwa-Ngwa Youths

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

S
upreme Council 
of  Ukwa-Ngwa 
Youths, an um-
brella body of  all 

youths Association in 
Ukwa and Ngwa clans of  
Abia State has said that 
former Governor Theo-
dore Ahamefula Orji does 
not have the power to de-
cide where a Governor 
should come from.

The youths said that 
Orji’s statement on gov-
ernorship shift to Abia 
North Senatorial Zone in 
2023 is misleading and 
capable of  disrupting the 
peaceful political atmos-
phere in the state, urging 
him to allow the people to 
decide. 

The former Governor 
who hails from Umuahia 
and is currently the Sen-
ator representing Abia 
Central Senatorial Zone 
called for a power shift to 
Abia North, a statement 
Ukwa-Ngwa youths de-
scribed as unstatemanly 
and undemocratic.

This is as contained in a 
release made available to 
News Echo and signed 
by the President-General 
of  the group, Comrade 
Dannie Ubani, and Sec-
retary-General, Chetachi 
Ahukanna.

The youths said it is un-
acceptable for an individ-
ual to arrogate to himself  
the sole prerogative of  
determining the rotation 
of  the office of  the state 

governor and advised Abi-
ans and the general public 
to jettison the purported 
statement. 

According to the youths, 
the statement was made 
during a meeting purport-
edly held at the former 
governor’s Umuahia resi-
dence which purportedly 
had in attendance repre-
sentatives from the 17 Lo-
cal Government Areas

Ukwa-Ngwa youths said 

that they were irked by 
the said statement, which 
they described as conflict-
ing with the provisions 
of  Abia chatter of  equity 
founded on two political 
blocks of  Old Bende and 
Old Aba divisions.

They said that the Abia 
chatter of  equity was nev-
er in any manner founded, 
premised and anchored 
at the basis of  Senatorial 
Zones, adding that Sena-

Gov. Ikpeazu          

torial power rotation was 
never a creation of  Abia 
chatter of  Equity, but a 
manipulative afterthought 
of  a tiny political incubus.

According to them, “The 
old Bende division held 
the governorship position 
for 16 uninterrupted years 
while the old Aba division 
would have had a mere 
eight years stint after Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
administration in 2023.

“Equity, good con-
science natural justice 
and fair play demand that 
what is good for the goose 
should be equally good 
for the gander, especially 
where this gander is the 
chick that lays the gold-
en egg for the entire Abia 
state.

“It is very unstatemanly 
and undemocratic for an 
individual to arrogate to 
himself  the sole preroga-
tive of  determining the ro-
tation of  the office of  the 
state governor.

“Assuming without con-
ceding that anybody has 
such powers, it should be 
the leader of  the state, the 
Governor.”

...Insist on 16 years Ukwa-Ngwa governorship

The old Bende division held the governorship 
position for 16 uninterrupted years while the old
 Aba division would have had a mere eight years 

stint after Governor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
administration in 2023. Equity, good conscience
 natural justice and fair play demand that what is 
good for the goose should be equally good for the
 gander, especially where this gander is the chick 
that lays the golden egg for the entire Abia state. 

“It is very unstatemanly and undemocratic for 
an individual to arrogate to himself the sole 
prerogative of determining the rotation of 

the office of the state governor.

“

Ex-Gov. T.A. Orji
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Nigeria at a crossroads says Pat Utomi
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
oremost political 
economist, Prof  Pat 
Utomi has lamented 

the effects of  corruption on 
the fortunes of  the  coun-
try, declaring that poor 
leadership and corruption 
have limited the nation’s 
chances of  development.

Prof  Utomi made the 
remarks at Clifford Uni-
versity, Owerrinta, Abia 
State during the 2nd con-
vocation ceremony of  the 
university, where eleven 
students graduated with 
First class honours.

Utomi, who was the 
keynote speaker at the 
2nd convocation regretted 
that the glorious values for 
which Nigeria was known 
for after independence, 
have been blighted by ef-
fects of  corruption and ab-
sence of  integrity among 
the leaders and the led.

“Nigeria is at crossroads 
where the political imag-
ination is such limited. 

Your future depends much 
on the competence com-
pass and political imagina-
tion of  the kinds of  leaders 
we can find”, Utomi told 
the graduating students.

He challenged the fresh 
graduates to apply the 
knowledge and character 
they obtained at Clifford 
University in expanding 
their potentials for the de-
velopment of  the Nigeria 
nation, particularly from 
their experience and fields 
of  study.

Delivering his address, 
the Vice Chancellor of  
Clifford University, Prof  
Chimezie Omeonu ex-
pressed his joy that the 
institution which kicked 
off  with three faculties has 
now increased to five fac-
ulties with twelve courses 
receiving full accreditation 
from the National Univer-
sities Commission (NUC), 
adding that the status of  
the university had been 
changed by the NUC from 
provisional to substantive.

Senator Uche Ekwunife with delegates from the National Forum for South East Presidency during the group’s 
courtesy visit in Awka.

I’ll  protect your interests, Ikpeazu assures women
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie lk-
peazu of  Abia State  
has reassured that his  

administration will continue 
to partner with agencies  and 
corporate bodies in projec-
tion and protection of  wom-
en in the State.

Ikpeazu  gave the assur -
ance while flagging off  the 
Individual Livelihoods Grant 
Disbursement to members 
of  Affinity Groups across 
three LGAs of  Obingwa, 
Isiala Ngwa North and Oha-
fia , held at the International 
Conference  Centre, Ogurube 
layout, Umuahia.

He explained that  the 
commitment to improving 
the livelihoods of  women 
in the State underscored the 

reason for embracing the 
Nigeria For Women Project, 
with the desired seriousness 
manifested by the release and 
payment of  the first and sec-
ond tranches of  counterpart 
funds for the project.

The Governor represent-
ed by his Deputy, Sir Ude 
Oko Chukwu said the State 
facilitated the attainment of  
the project’s target numbers 
of  Women Affinity Groups, 
WAGS of  50,000 out of  the 
54,000 recommended by 
worldbank.

He expressed gratitude 
through the Ministry of  
Women Affairs  and the 
World bank for the initiative  
and charged the beneficiaries 
to make judicious use of  the 
disbursements extended to 
them.

In her address, the Minis-

The Vice Chancellor an-
nounced that the Institute 
of  Chartered Accountants 
of  Nigeria (ICAN) has ap-
proved the offer of  ICAN 
programme at  Clifford 
University, which would 

ter of  Women Affairs, Dame 
Pauline Tallen represented 
by the Director, Planning 
and Research, Dr. Joseph 
explained that the project by 
the federal government was  
to improve the well -being of  
women across the country, 
encouraging the beneficiaries 
to  improve their businesses.

In her address, the Com-
missioner for Women Af-
fairs, Deaconess Rose Nna 
Urenta represented by the 
Permanent Secretary, The 
Very Rev Jane Omereonye 
said over 11,000 women ben-
eficiaries would be reached 
out in the first tranche with 
each beneficiary receivin g 
N60,000 to start new busi-
nesses or expand existing 
ones, while additional benefi-
ciaries will be reached during 
the year.

Ban on unapproved uniform: Anambra 
police charges officers to ensure 
compliance
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra police 
command led by 
the Commissioner 

of  police, Echeng Echeng 
has charged officers of  the 
Command to ensure strict 
compliance on the ban of 
the uniform during the 
routine operations.

Anambra State Police 
Command spokesperson, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu 
PPRO, in a statement made 
available to newsmen said 
“Following the Inspec-
tor-General of  Police, IGP 
Usman Alkali Baba order 
on immediate ban on un-
approved uniform and out-
fit of  personnel when per-
forming their duties, the 
Commissioner of Police 
CP Echeng Echeng has 
directed all the Command 
disciplinary units particu-
larly the Command Prov-
ost, X-Squad, Monitoring 
and Public Complain Unit 
to ensure strict compliance 
on police officers detailed 
for patrol, stop and search, 
check point, and other 
routine operational duties 
must be in approved uni-
forms when performing 
their duties in the State. 
This shall enhance easy 
identification of Nigeria 
Police Force Personnel”.

“This directive is in line 
with the Force leadership 
commitment in promot-
ing strategic police reforms 
geared at sanitizing oper-
ational engagements, and 
bequeathing to the nation 
a professional policing sys-
tem is required”.

However the CP noted 
that uniforms, which is 
part of  means of  identifica-
tion, has been long abused 
by officers who engage 

enable students in business, 
social and management 
sciences as well as those in 
law, to have BSc and certif-
icates in Accounting.

He noted that student 
population was increasing 
in the school, attributing 
the quantum rise to Dr Ad-
edeji Adeleke, who offered 
scholarship to students 
from twenty six States of  
the federation to study at 
Clifford University Ower-
rinta, adding that capital 
injection made my Dr Ad-
edeji Adeleke was formed 
a strong pillar for the suste-

nance of  the school.
He recalled how the in-

stitution took off  with just 
three professors and sever-
al Master degree holders 
but now boasts of  emi-
nently qualified professors 
and Ph.D holders, some 
of  whom were encouraged 
by the school to upgrade to 
higher degrees.

Prof  Omeonu challenged 
the fresh graduates to re-
main good ambassadors of  
the school in conduct and 
productivity.

He extolled the contribu-
tions of  Seventh-Day Ad-

ventist Church, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu and his 
predecessor, Senator The-
odore Orji and the host 
community in the achieve-
ments made so far by the 
university.

Meanwhile, eleven stu-
dents graduated with first 
class honours, among 
whom was Onyegbule 
Nduihe Esther who 
amassed 4.98 CGPA to 
become the best graduat-
ing student, with 27 and 39 
other students making sec-
ond class upper and lower  
respectively.

in improper dressing, as-
sured improved securi-
ty service delivery in the 
state. He also warned that 
heads of  Tactical  Units in-
cluding Divisional Police 
Officers (DPOs) would be 
held vicariously liable and 
appropriate disciplinary 
actions to be taken, if  their 
personnel appearance are 
inconsistent with these or-
der and directives.

Anambra inaugurates 30-man ITN 
committee to fight malaria
By Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Anambra State 
Government through 
the state Ministry of 

Health has inaugurated a 
30 man Insecticide Treat-
ed Nets (ITN) Campaign 
Coordinating Network 
Committee to fight malaria 
(ICCN) across the state.

The event was held at the 
commissioner’s office at the 
Jerome Udoji Secretariat 
Complex, Awka.

Commissioner for Health, 
Dr Vincent Okpala while 
inaugurating the committee 
urged them to ensure that the 
public understands the im-
portance of  the ITN distribu-
tion so as to make judicious 
use of  it.

`̀ I welcome you all to this 
important event which will 
usher in the statewide In-
secticide Treated Net (ITN) 
distribution campaign in the 
state which will commence 
May 8 and ends July 8.

`̀ The National Malaria 
Elimination Programme 
(NMEP) and the Malaria 
Consortium in collaboration 
with the State is set to com-
mence distribution of over 
3.8million ITNs to replace 
those distributed in 2014.

`̀ It is pertinent to note that 
coordination of  all stakehold-

ers and partners that will be 
involved in this all-important 
activity is critical for the suc-
cess of  this campaign.

`̀ This is because delays are 
likely to occur and bottle-
necks will not be resolved in 
a timely manner where coor-
dination structures are weak 
or non-existent.

`̀ It is for this purpose that 
you have been called upon to 
be members of  the ITN cam-
paign coordination network 
(ICCN),’’ he said.

Dr Okpala explained that 
the distribution of  the ITN 
will further guarantee the 
drive toward malaria elimi-
nation in the state and Nige-
ria at large.

According to him, the 
State ICCN will be the coor-
dinating body for the plan-
ning and implementation of 
the ITN mass distribution 
activities.

`̀ The members have their 
terms of  reference as tracking 
progress toward implemen-
tation of  the project, address 
bottlenecks at the highest 
levels and identify potential 
advocates to act as net Am-
bassadors.
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Fire-�ghters work in an apartment building damaged by shelling in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 15, 2022.

R
ussia’s relentless bom-
bardment of  Ukraine 
edged closer to central 
Kyiv on Tuesday, with a 

series of  strikes hitting a residential 
neighborhood as the leaders of  three 
European Union countries planned 
a bold visit to Ukraine’s embattled 
capital in a show of  support.

Shortly before dawn, large explo-
sions thundered across Kyiv from 
what Ukrainian authorities said was 
artillery strikes. The shelling ignited 
a huge fire and a frantic rescue effort 
in a 15-story apartment building in 
a western district of  the city. At least 
one person was killed in the blast.

Shockwaves from an explosion 
also damaged the entry to a down-
town subway station that has been 
used as a bomb shelter. City author-
ities tweeted an image of  the blown-
out facade, saying trains would no 
longer stop at the station.

As Russia stepped up its assault 
on Kyiv, the leaders of  Poland, 
the Czech Republic and Slovenia 
announced they would travel to 
Ukraine’s capital Tuesday on a Eu-
ropean Union mission to show sup-
port for the country

 “The aim of  the visit is to express 
the European Union’s unequivocal 
support for Ukraine and its freedom 
and independence,” Czech Prime 
Minister Petr Fiala said in a tweet.

He will be joined by Sloveni-
an Prime Minister Janez Janša, 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki and Jaroslaw Kaczyn-
ski, who is Poland’s deputy prime 
minister for security and the leader 
of  the conservative ruling party.

Russian and Ukrainian negotia-
tors also planned to hold a second 
day of  talks as Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine entered its 20th day. The 
Red Cross and the United Nations 
refugee agency say millions of  peo-
ple face food and medicine shortag-
es along with the immediate conflict 
threats of  shelling and air attacks.

The International Organization 
for Migration reported that the 
number of  people who have fled 
Ukraine since Russia invaded on 

Feb. 24 passed 3 million on Tuesday. 
The U.N. has described the flood of  
people crossing into Poland and oth-
er neighboring countries as Europe’s 
biggest refugee crisis since World 
War II.

When Russia launched the war 
nearly three weeks ago, fear of  an 
imminent invasion gripped the 
Ukrainian capital, and residents 
slept in subway stations or crammed 
onto trains to flee. But as the Russian 
offensive bogged down, Kyiv saw a 
relative lull.

Fighting has intensified on the 
city’s outskirts in recent days, and 
sporadic air raid sirens ring out 
around the capital. Tuesday’s ear-
ly morning artillery strikes hit the 
Svyatoshynskyi district of  western 
Kyiv, adjacent to the suburb of  Irpin, 

Ukraine’s capital under fire;
3 EU nation leaders to visit

Taiwan military reservists train under 
cloud of Ukraine war

H
undreds of  Taiwanese 
military reservists car-
ried out training exer-
cises on Monday after 

the island’s president called for 
“unity” as the Ukraine war rattles 
nerves over the threat of  invasion 
from China.

Taiwan last year stepped up its 
training regime for reservists as 
tensions rise with Beijing, which 
sees the self-ruled island as part of  
its territory to be seized one day, by 
force if  necessary.

About 400 personnel took part 
in target practice Monday in a pro-
gramme designed to boost their 
combat readiness. Their training 
kicked off  earlier this month and 
simulates defending a beach near 

the capital Taipei.
It comes as Taipei keeps a close 

watch on Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine, with President Tsai Ing-
wen appearing in front of  the re-
servists on Saturday stressing the 
need for unity in defending the is-
land.

“The recent situation in Ukraine 
once again proves that the protec-
tion of  the country, in addition to 
international solidarity and assis-
tance, depends on the unity of  the 
people,” she said in a speech while 
dressed in military fatigues and 
body armour.

Major General Chen Chung-
chi, director of  Taiwan’s 6th Army 
Command, stressed the impor-
tance of  reservists in addition to 

full-time troops.
“The security of  the whole coun-

try does not just depend on the sol-
diers,” he told AFP on Monday.

“In Ukraine, we see soldiers in 
the battlefield, and some men... 
who go to battle after sending their 
wives and children to safety.” 

“Military power is limited but the 
power of  the people is unlimited.”

Reservist Shi Hui-bin said the im-
mersion training kept him prepared 
and up to date with current military 
tactics. 

“When the time comes, I will 
know what to do,” he told reporters 
after a round of  shooting practice. 

China’s sabre-rattling against 
Taiwan has ramped up since Tsai 
took office in 2016 as she rejects 

which has seen some of  the worst 
battles of  the war.

Flames shot out of  the 15-sto-
ry apartment building and smoke 
choked the air as firefighters climbed 
ladders to rescue people. The assault 
blackened several floors of  the build-
ing, ripped a hole in the ground out-
side and blew out windows in neigh-
boring apartment blocks.

A firefighter at the scene con-
firmed one person had died and 
that several had been rescued, but 
others remained inside as rescuers 
tried to reach them. Working with 
a skeleton crew, some of  Interpipe’s 
facilities are running their canteens 
and making metal barriers to block 
Russian tanks and convoys. Its bomb 
shelters house dozens of  local fami-
lies at night.

Beijing’s view that Taiwan is part 
of  “one China”.

Chinese warplanes have increas-
ingly breached Taiwan’s air defence 
zone and Moscow sides with Bei-
jing that Taiwan is “an inalienable 
part” of  China.

On Monday, Taiwan’s Ministry 
of  National Defence reported that 
13 Chinese warplanes -- 12 of  which 
were fighter jets -- entered Taiwan’s 
air defence zone, the largest number 
of  incursions this month. 

The island has recently seen a 
massive spike in incursions, with 
the biggest single-day coming on 
October 4 when 56 Chinese war-
planes entered the zone, according 
to an AFP database recording daily 
incursions.

A 10-story apartment building in 
the Podilsky district of  Kyiv, north 
of  the government quarter, also was 
damaged by unspecified ammuni-
tion. Russian forces also stepped 
up strikes overnight on Irpin and 
the northwest Kyiv suburbs of  Hos-
tomel and Bucha, said the head of  
the capital region, Oleksiy Kuleba.

“Many streets (in those areas) 
have been turned into a mush of  
steel and concrete. People have been 
hiding for weeks in basements, and 
are afraid to go out even for evacua-
tions,” Kuleba said on Ukrainian tel-
evision. Russian forces also stepped 
up their attacks on Ukraine’s sec-
ond-largest city, Kharkiv in the east, 
with more than 60 strikes overnight, 
according to regional administra-
tion chief  Oleh Sinehubov.

“Fires are raging in the city, and 
there are not enough firefighters,” 
he said.

. Russia’s military forces kept up 
their punishing campaign to capture 
Ukraine’s capital with fighting and 
artillery fire in Kyiv’s suburbs Mon-
day after an airstrike on a military 
base near the Polish border brought 
the war dangerously close to NA-
TO’s doorstep.

The strikes hit the city’s historical 
center, including the main market-
place and Gagarin Avenue, a major 
thoroughfare.

Rescuers have pulled out “dozens 
of  bodies of  civilian residents,” from 
the ruins of  destroyed apartment 
buildings, he said on Ukrainian tel-
evision. Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy is seeking to extend 
martial law until April 24 and to re-
quire men ages 18 to 60 to stay in the 
country to fight. Zelenskyy submit-
ted the extension in a bill to parlia-
ment, which is expected to vote on 
it this week.

Talks between Russian and 
Ukrainian negotiators were due 
to resume Tuesday, after failing to 
make a break through — or to break 
down — on Monday. The two sides 
had expressed some optimism about 
the negotiations, which Ukraini-
an presidential aide Mykhailo Po-
dolyak said would discuss “peace, 
ceasefire, immediate withdrawal of  
troops & security guarantees.”

Russia’s military is bigger and 
better equipped than Ukraine’s, but 
its troops have faced stiffer-than-ex-
pected resistance, bolstered by arms 
supplied by the West.

Russia’s military forces kept up 
their punishing campaign to capture 
Ukraine’s capital with fighting and 
artillery fire in Kyiv’s suburbs Mon-
day after an airstrike on a military 
base near the Polish border brought 
the war dangerously close to NA-
TO’s doorstep.  



 woman, identified 

Aas Elizabeth Abu, 
who bur nt  her  

stepson with hot electric 
iron, has been arrested by 
the Kogi State Government.

T h e  K o g i  S t a t e  
Commissioner for Women 
A f f a i r s  a n d  S o c i a l  
Development Hajia Fatima 
Kabir Buba, who confirmed 
the incident on Tuesday 
morning, said the victim 
(David Mathew Ewongolu) 
was maltreated by her step-
mother for using part of  her 
cloth to make duster.

Buba, who condemned 
the incident, said after a 
thorough interrogation by 
her ministry, the suspect 

he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) has 

impounded 1,700 litres of  
suspec ted  adu l te ra ted 
Automotive Gas Oil (AGO) 
and arrested 14 suspects in 
Akwa Ibom.

The state Commandant 
of  NSCDC, Mr Abidemi 
Majekodunmi, disclosed 
this on Tuesday while 
briefing journalists at the 
command's exhibits yard in 
Uyo, the state capital.

Majekodunmi said the 
14 suspects were arrested on 
March 10 and 14 within Itu 
and Onna local government 
areas of  the state.

“NSCDC Akwa Ibom 
Command is here because 
of  the arrest we have made. 
In our custody we have 14 
suspects and we also have as 
exhibits four trucks laden 
with suspected petroleum 

products.
“In total capacity we 

have 1,700 litres of  AGO 
inside the trucks. They were 
accosted in four different 
locations. Three of  them fall 
within Itu LGA while the 
fourth one was arrested in 
Onna LGA of  Akwa Ibom 
State.

“Definitely,  we are 
suspicious of  the content of  

our persons were Fkilled on Tuesday 
w h e n  s e c u r i t y 

agencies repelled an attack 
by gunmen on the Ebonyi 
Head Office of  the Nigerian 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA).

The gunmen attacked 
the headquarters of  the 
NDLEA located at Ntezi in 
Íshíelu local government 
area around 2 am.

It  was gathered the 
attackers, who came through 
the back perimeter fence of  
the facility, were repelled by 
officials of  the agency with 
s o l d i e r s  a n d  p o l i c e 
operatives who quickly 
raced to the scene to provide 
backup.

Police spokesperson, 
Loveth Odah confirmed the 
incident.

S h e  s a i d  s e c u r i t y 

agencies killed two of  the 
g u n m e n  w h i l e  o t h e r s 
escaped with injuries.

“Unfortunately, one of  
the officers and a patient 
undergoing rehabilitation at 
the agency's rehabilitation 
centre were also killed,” she 
said.

S h e  s a i d  s e c u r i t y 
agencies were still combing 
the bushes around the area in 
search of  the injured escaped 
gunmen.

The police spokesperson 

informed two rifles and 
ammunition were recovered 
from the attackers amongst 
other items.

Some of  the other items 
recovered include:  140 
rounds of  K2 ammunition, 
36 rounds of  GPMG live 
ammunition, 30 rounds of  
A k  4 7  r o u n d s  o f  
ammunition, a 4 Runner 
jeep, motorcycles, military 
and police uniforms, charms 
etc.

t h e  t r u c k s.  Fr o m  o u r 
preliminary investigation 
we are suspected that this is 
adul terated petroleum 
products. We are working 
on the suspicion that it may 
b e  s t o l e n  p r o d u c t s . ” 
Majekodunmi said.

While noting that the 
action was a contravention 
o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , 

Majekodunmi said the 
command has inaugurated 
“operation flush” to flush 
criminals out of  the state.

He said, “The Nigerian 
economy has a s trong 
presence in the oil industry. 
We  mu s t  p r o t e c t  t h i s 
industry because it is a 
strong national asset and 
that is one of  the advantages 
that we have as a nation.”

he Police Command Tin  Oyo Sta te,  on 
Tuesday, confirmed 

the arrest of  officers allegedly 
involved in the shooting, 
Samuel Akinsuyi, a student 
at  Adeseun Ogundoyin 
Polytechnic, Eruwa, Oyo 

State.
The News Agency of  

Nigeria (NAN), reports that 
Akinsuyi, a student of  the 
Business Administration 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Polytechnic was allegedly 
shot on the leg by a police 
officer on Friday on his way 
from Eruwa to Ibadan, 
during a stop and search 
operation.

The command, in a 
statement by its  Public 
Relat ions Off icer,  DSP 
Adewale Osifeso, confirmed 
the arrest of  the officer on 
Tuesday in Ibadan.

Osifeso said that the 
Commissioner of  Police in 
the state, Ngozi Onadeko has 

etectives attached to Dthe anti-fraud unit 
o f  t h e  F o r c e 

Cr imina l  Inves t iga t ion 
Department (FCID) Annex, 
Alagbon, have arrested 12 
suspects over alleged sacking 
of  villagers at Joga Owode 
via Atan, Ogun State, and 
unlawfully possessing their 
lands.

The suspects, Afolayan 
F a g b o h u n ,  H a s s a n 
Durojaye, Daniel Fagbohun, 
O l u w a s e u n  O d e y e m i , 
Gbenga Shokoya, Biodun 
Bisiriyu, Tajudeen Sanusi, 
Adetoye Sunday, Abiodun 
Toyibi, Danile Adetunji, 
Olaleye Ayodeji and Segun 
S o f u y i  w e r e  a r r e s t e d 
following a petition from one 
Alhaji Sulaimon Adelakun 
to the Deputy Inspector-
General of  Police (DIG) 
FCID, Abuja.

They were accused of  
riotous demolition, threat to 
life, unlawful possession of  
firearms and breach of  peace 
after they allegedly led armed 
hoodlums numbering about 

150 to attack and chase the 
villagers away on February 3.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
petitioner, they forcefully 
took over the entire village 
and riotously demolished 
some houses, structures 
valued at about N50million.

He also alleged that they 
stationed armed thugs at 
nooks and crannies of  the 
village threaten and scare the 
residents.

Confirming their arrest, 
the CP Anti-fraud, O.Y. 
Oladimeji, said two single-
barrels, two Dane guns and 
various other dangerous 
weapons were recovered 
from the suspects, adding 
that their accomplices fled 
the scene.

He said efforts have been 
intensified to arrest those on 
the run, adding that they 
would be charged to court for 
conspiracy, forcible entry, 
riotous demolition, threat to 
life, unlawful possession of  
firearms and breach of  public 
peace.

o r d e r e d  f u l l - s c a l e 
investigations into events 
that led to the unfortunate 
incident.

“ T h e  O p e r a t i v e s 
involved have  a l l  been 
identified, apprehended, and 
are currently undergoing 
d e b r i e f ,  a c c o m p a n i e d 
i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  t h e 
commencement of  their 
orderly room trials.

“In furtherance to the 
above, the Commissioner of  
Police, therefore, appeals for 
c a l m  a n d  a f f i r m s  t h e 
assurances of  a thorough and 
diligent investigation with 
adequate sanctions meted 
out in accordance to relevant 
laws and statutes,” he said.

confessed to the crime, 
saying “she did not intend to 
inflict such pain on the 
boy”.

She added that the boy is 
c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  
treatment at the Kogi State 
Specialist Hospital Lokoja.

“ T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Wo m e n  A f f a i r s  w i l l  
continue to collaborate with 
t h e  N i g e r i a  P o l i c e ,  
alongside its legal team, to 
get justice for the abused 
v i c t im.  Th i s  i s  pure  
wickedness. How can a 
woman burn her fellow 
human being with hot 
electric iron?

“Even though the boy is 
not her biological son that 

does not give her that right 
to display such wickedness 
on the boy. We will follow 
this case to a logical 
conclusion and ensure we 
will get justice for young 
David Mathew Ewongolu 
in the court of  law. The law 
of  the land must take its 
course,” he said.

The Commissioner 
assured that Governor 
Y a h a y a  B e l l o - l e d  
administration had zero 
tolerance for child abuse, 
stressing that guardians 
and parents must take 
great care in raising their 
c h i l d  t o  b e c o m e  
responsible citizens in the 
society.
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Woman arrested for burning step son's buttock with electric iron

Officers allegedly involved in shooting
of Poly student apprehended

NSCDC impounds 1,700 litres of suspected
adulterated AGO, arrests 14 suspects

Scores arrested over attack
on Ogun village

Four killed as security operatives repel attack
on NDLEA office
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n a bid to ease huge Icash management and 
d e e p e n  f i n a n c i a l  

inclusion, the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria has released 
guidelines for the operation 
of  the Bank Neutral Cash 
Hubs. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
statement on its website, 
the CBN said that the 
release of  the guidelines is 

igeria spent $2.12 

Nbillion to service 
external debt in 

2021, representing 37 per 
cent increase from $1.56 
billion spent in 2020.

Data from Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, CBN, 
however, shows a 58 per 
cen t  dec l ine  in  deb t 
service payment in the 
second half  of  the year 
(H2'21) to $824.41 million 
from $1.3 billion in the 
first half  of  the year 
(H1'21).

B u t  t h e  $ 8 2 4 . 4 1 
million external debt 
service payment in H2'21 
represents a 3.4 per cent, 
y e a r - o n  y e a r ,  Yo Y 
increase from $797.48 
mi l l ion  spent  in  the 

corresponding period of  
2020 (H2'2020).

Similarly, the $1.3 
billion spent on external 
debt service in H1'21 
represents 72 per cent, 
Yo Y  i n c r e a s e  f r o m 
$755.38 million spent in 
H1'2020.

F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s 
shows that the highest 
external  debt service 
payment was recorded in 
first quarter of  the year 
(Q1'21) when debt service 
payment rose YoY by 114 
per cent to $1.003 billion 
from $468.34 million in 
Q1'2020.

T h e  g r o w t h  i n 
external  debt service 
payment slowed down the 
second quarter (Q2'21) to 

$ 2 9 8 . 9 7  m i l l i o n , 
representing a 3.8 per cent 
Yo Y  i n c r e a s e  f r o m 
$ 2 8 7 . 0 4  m i l l i o n  i n 
Q 2 ' 2 0 2 0 .

In  the  th i rd  quar t e r 
(Q3'21), external debt 
service payment rose to 
$ 5 2 0 . 7 8  m i l l i o n , 
representing 2.6 per cent 
increase from $508.03 
million in Q3'2020.

In the fourth quarter 
(Q4'21), the amount spent 
on external debt service 
payment recorded another 
YoY increase of  5.2 per 
cent to $303.64 million 
from $289.45 million in 
Q4'2020.

The sharp increase in 
external  debt service 
payment in 2021 was 
driven by the 18.6 per cent 
YoY increase  in  the 
nation's external debt in 
the first three quarters of  
2021.

Data from the Debt 
Management  Of f i ce, 
DMO, showed that total 
external debt stood at 
$37.95 billion at the end of  
Q3'21, representing 18.6 
per cent from $31.99 
bil l ion at the end of  
Q3'2020.

areas with high volumes of  
commercial activities and 
cash transactions,” the apex 
bank said. 

It added that the hubs 
would provide platforms for 
customers to make cash 
deposits and receive value 
irrespective of  the bank 
with which their accounts 
are domiciled. 

“This guideline aims to 
p r o v i d e  m i n i m u m  
standards and requirements 
for BNCH registration and 
operations for effective 
supervision.

“The key objective is to 
reduce the risks and cost 
borne by banks, merchants, 

disbursement to members 
of  the public on behalf  of  
financial institutions, and 
any other activities that may 
be permitted by the CBN. 

“But it is not permitted 
to carry out investing or 
lending act iv i t ies,  or  
receive, disburse, or engage 
in any transaction involving 
foreign currency,” it said.

It called on eligible 
promoters like DMBs and 
C a s h  P r o c e s s i n g  
Companies (CPCs) to apply 
for registration of  BNCH. 

“Prospective promoters 
of  BNCH shall apply in 
writing to the Director, 
Cur rency  Opera t ions  
Department,” it said. 

in furtherance of  its 
mandate to promote a 
sound financial system in 
Nigeria. 

It said it is part of  its 
collaborative efforts with 
the Banker's Committee to 
reduce cost and improve 
operational efficiency in 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c a s h  
management. 

“ T h e  C B N ,  i n  

collaboration with the 
B a n k e r ' s  C o m m i t t e e,  
initiated the Nigerian Cash 
Management System which 
seeks to reduce cost and 
i m p r ove  o p e r a t i o n a l  
efficiency in the country's 
cash management value 
chain.

“One initiative towards 
the stated goal is the 
introduction of  BNCH. 

“BNCHs are  cash 
collection centers to be 
established by registered 
processing companies or 
Deposit Money Banks 
(DMBs) based on business 
needs. 

“They will be located in 

ni, parent company of  ENigerian Agip Oil 
Company (NAOC), 

has said a blast at its facility in 
Nembe, Bayelsa State, has cut 
oil export from its Brass 
Export Terminal by up to 
25,000 barrels per day.

The  o i l  ma jo r  sa id 

yesterday that the incident 
was the second attack in a few 
days after an earlier incident 
of  February 28, this year at its 
Obama flowstation led to 
production shortfalls of  5,000 
barrels per day (bpd).

A s ta tement  by  the 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  E n i 
indicated that gas output of  
13 million standard cubic 
metres per day had been 
deferred due to the incident.

NAOC, the Nigerian 
unit of  the Italian energy 
firm, Eni, had declared Force 
Majeure  on expected oil 
output at Brass terminal, gas 
feeds to Bonny NLNG and 
Okpai power plant.

Force Majeure is a legal 
clause in contracts, which 
absolves firms from legal 
l i a b i l i t i e s  d u e  t o 
circumstances beyond their 
control.

Eni said: “An incident 
occurred on the Ogoda/Brass 
24 oil line, at Okparatubo in 
Nembe Local Government 
Area of  Bayelsa State. The 
event was caused by a blast, 
consequently causing a spill.

“All wells connected to 
t h a t  p i p e l i n e  w e r e 
immediately shut down 
whilst  r iver  booms and 
containment barges were 
mobilised to reduce the 

impact of  the spill.
“ R e g u l a t o r s  f o r 

inspection visit and repair 
t e a m s  h av e  a l s o  b e e n 
activated. State and Federal 
Government and security 
authorities were notified.”

“Deferred production is 
estimated at 25,000 barrel of  
oil per day and about 13 
MSCM/d of  gas. Force 
majeure has been declared at 
B ra s s  t e r mina l ,  Bonny 
NLNG and Okpai power 
plant.”

The National Oil Spills 
Detection and Response 
A g e n c y  ( N O S D R A ) 
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  J o i n t 
Investigative Visits (JIVs) on 
the two incidents have been 
conducted.

NOSDRA, however, 
said the field officers assigned 
had yet to file their reports.

The Director-General, 
NOSDRA, Mr Idris Musa, 
said the two incidents were 
traced to vandalism, adding 
that 20 barrels leaked on 
February 28 incident, while 
1 , 2 4 9 . 8  b a r r e l s  w e r e 
d i s c h a r g e d  i n t o  t h e 
environment in the second 
incident.

Meanwhile, residents at 
the predominantly fishing 
settlements, who operate in 
the creeks and near the 
Atlantic shoreline at Nembe 
and Brass in Bayelsa State 
have lamented the adverse 

impact of  frequent spills in 
the area.

The Chairman, United 
Fishing Union, Sangana, Mr 
Noel Ikonikumo, listed the 
oil spills to include the 
November 5,  2021 well 
blowout from Aiteo's field in 
Nembe, a gas leakage at 
Conoil's field at Sangana in 
B r a s s  L G A  a l s o  i n 
November, this year.

He said barely three 
months after the November 5, 
last year incident from Aiteo's 
field, another leak occurred 
in February, this year, while 
a n o t h e r  t wo  i n c i d e n t s 
occurred near Agip's Obama 
flowstation in Nembe which 
cumulatively polluted the 
waters they fish in.

Ikonikumo said: “These 
spills have threatened our 
v o c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  o i l 
companies responsible have 
been insensitive to the plight 
of  fishermen who operate in 
their neighbourhood.

“Whenever there is a 
spill, our nets and other 
fishing gears get soaked in 
crude and get condemned 
because one can no longer use 
them as the smell of  crude oil 
scares fishes away.

“We have written to the 
companies concerned to see 
reason with us and assist us 
but have not got any response. 
We  a r e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
seeking redress in court.”

and huge cash handlers in 
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c a s h  
management activities. 

“It will also deepen 
financial inclusion and 
leverage on shared services 
t o  e n h a n c e  c a s h  
management efficiency,” it 
said. 

According to the CBN 
guidelines, a BNCH is 
permitted to carry out 
activities like receipt of  
N a i r a  d e n o m i n a t e d  
deposits on behalf  of  
financial institutions from 
individuals and businesses 
with high volumes of  cash. 

“It can also carry out 
h i g h  v o l u m e  c a s h  

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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CBN releases guidelines for Cash Hubs operations

Blast at Nembe field cuts oil export by 25, 000 
bpd says Eni

Nigeria's external debt service rises
37% to $2.1bn
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2023: Nwodo backs rotation, 
insists on fairness 

F
ormer governor of  
Enugu State and 
one-time national 

chairman of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
Dr. Okwesilieze Nwodo, 
has said that there is a 
subsisting agreement on 
the rotation of  the seat of  
governor among the three 
senatorial districts in the 
state.

Nwodo is an advocate 
of  power rotation among 
the senatorial districts to 
create a sense of  fairness.

The former governor 
confirmed at the weekend 
when members of  Nkanu 
East Leaders Consultative 
Forum, NELCF, led 
by former Power and 
Steel minister Professor 
Barth Nnaji visited him 
at his Enugu residence 
to seek support in their 
quest for the state’s 2023 
governorship slot coming 
to Enugu East Senatorial 
District to be ceded to 
them.

“There was an 
agreement for the 
rotation of  governorship 
position among the three 
senatorial zones in Enugu 
State which happened 
during Sullivan Chime’s 
administration,” he 
recalled.

While commending the 
unity and sense of  purpose 
of  NELCF, Nwodo 
added that “with such 
bond and commitment, 
there was nothing they 
cannot achieve. I will be 
happier if  Enugu East 
zone considered Nkanu 
East for the governorship 
position.”

Recalling how the 
understanding was 
initiated, he said “I was 
very happy when under 
Gov Chime, we decided 
that we shall be rotating 
(the governorship) 

position in Enugu State.
“That day I was at 

the Government House 
when it was agreed on. It 
was Dubem Onyia that 
moved the motion. I don’t 
know what put it into his 
head. His motion was 
that Chimaroke Nnamani 
from Enugu East 

Senatorial District had 
become governor, Chime 
was on the saddle, from 
Enugu West Senatorial 
District, that after Sullivan, 
it (governorship slot) 
should move to the North 
(Enugu North Senatorial 
District).

“We from Nsukka area 

were very happy and didn’t 
know how to express 
our joy. That motion 
was making things easy 
for us. However, it was 
Chief  C. C. Egumgbe that 
amended the motion to 
say that, “after it had gone 
round, after Enugu North 
Senatorial zone, it should 

return to continue with 
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone. Senator Ben 
Collins Ndi supported the 
motion, and it was carried 
unanimously.

“Everybody was happy 
as a result of  this, no one 
could oppose it. We all 
agreed. So as far as I am 
concerned, it is your turn 
(Enugu East).

“It is the turn of  Enugu 
East and the way Nkanu 
East is going about it with 
the crème de la crème of  
your people is admirable. 
There’s no stakeholder that 
you would visit that won’t 
pay attention to you. So 
we are begging God. But 
let me be a bit personal, 
if  it comes to you, I will. 
“I wish you people well 
and wish that if  Enugu 
East people would form a 
consensus that it should be 
Nkanu East and you give 
it to the best, I will greet 
you”.

From Chuma Austin
Enugu 

It is the turn of Enugu East and the way Nkanu East 

is going about it with the crème de la crème of your 

people is admirable. There’s no stakeholder that you 

would visit that won’t pay attention to you. So we 

are begging God. But let me be a bit personal, if it 

comes to you, I will. “I wish you people well and wish 

that if Enugu East people would form a consensus 

that it should be Nkanu East and you give it to the 

best, I will greet you”.

“

“

Nwodo
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hristian Eriksen has 

Cb e e n  n a m e d  i n 
Denmark's squad 

for the first time since 
suffering a cardiac arrest at 
Euro 2020.

Eriksen, 30, was fitted 
w i t h  a n  I m p l a n t a b l e 
Cardioverter Defibrillator – 
a type of  pacemaker – after 
collapsing on the pitch 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited could 
demolish Old 

Trafford as part of  their 
p l a n s  t o  r e va m p  t h e 
stadium, the UK Telegraph 
reports.

The 74,140-capacity 
stadium has been the Red 
Devils' home since 1910.

However,  Uni t ed ' s 
owners, the Glazer family, 
have come under fierce 
criticism for Old Trafford's 
lack of  modernisation 
during their tenure.

T h e  c l u b  h a s  n ow 
received three proposals to 
redevelop the stadium, one 

o f  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s 
knocking it down.

T h a t  w o u l d  a l l ow 
U n i t e d  b u i l d  a  n e w 
stadium that can hold up to 
90,000 fans.

However, the Premier 
League club would face a 
major hurdle as regards the 
venue they would play their 
home fixtures while their 
new ground is being built.

A groundshare with 
Manchester City would be 
off  the table, while there is 
no other stadium in the 
region big enough to be a 
t e m p o r a r y  h o m e  f o r 
United.

a g a i n s t  F i n l a n d  l a s t 
summer.

He joined Brentford in 
January and made his first 
appearance for the club on 
February 26.

He  has  now been 
named in Denmark's squad 
for upcoming friendlies 
against Netherlands and 
Serbia later this month.

arcelona chiefs still Bexpect Ousmane 
Dembele to leave 

at the end of  the season.
The France attacker is 

off  contract in June and 
refusing to consider talks 
about a new deal.

Mundo Depor t ivo 
says despite his current 
form, Dembele remains 
likely to leave the Nou 
Camp this summer.

Manchester United, 
Newcastle and PSG are all 
in contact with Dembele's 
agent Moussa Sissoko 
about next season.

Dembele struck twice 
for Barca in victory over 
Osasuna on Sunday.

Denmark qualified for 
the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar as group winners and 
Eriksen spoke of  his desire 
to play in the tournament 
b e f o r e  s i g n i n g  f o r 
Brentford.

“My goal is to play in 
the World Cup in Qatar,” 
he said. “I want to play. 
That's been my mindset all 
along.

“It's a goal, a dream, 

rtem Dzyuba, one 

Aof  Russia's all-
t i m e  l e a d i n g 

goalscorers, has asked not 
to  be  p i cked  fo r  the 
national team because of  
the conflict in Ukraine, 
coach Valery Karpin said 
in an interview published 
on Tuesday.

Karpin said he had 
spoken to the 33-year-old 
Zenit St Petersburg striker 
at the weekend about 
selection for a training 
camp in Moscow.

R u s s i a  h a s  b e e n 
s u s p e n d e d  f r o m 
international football by 
UEFA and FIFA over 
events in Ukraine and 
kicked out of  qualifying 
for the World Cup in Qatar 
later this year.

“He assured me … he 
really wants to play for the 
national team. But now, 
d u e  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t 
s i tuat ion in Ukraine, 
w h e r e  h e  h a s  m a n y 
relatives, he apologised 
and asked for  family 
reasons not to call him to 
this camp,” Karpin said.

The interview was 
published on the website 

of  the Russian Football 
Union.

A late call-up to the 
n a t i o n a l  t e a m  w h e n 
Russia hosted the World 
Cup in 2018, Dzyuba 
became a talismanic figure 
during the team's surprise 
run to the quarterfinals 
and has since captained 
the side and equalled 
Aleksandr Kerzhakov as 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  r e c o r d 
goalscorer.

S ince  Kar pin  was 
a p p o i n t e d  l a s t  Ju ly, 
Dzyuba has largely fallen 
out of  favour.

A holder of  three 
Russian Premier League 
winners medals, Dzyuba is 
no stranger to controversy. 
H e  w a s  t e m p o r a r i l y 
s u s p e n d e d  f r o m  t h e 
national team in late 2020 
t o  s h i e l d  h i m  f r o m 
negative publicity after the 
leak of  a private, intimate 
video online.

In early March, he 
took to Instagram to hit 
b a c k  a t  U k r a i n i a n 
footballers who criticised 
him and other Russian 
players for remaining 
s i l en t  over  event s  in 

Ukraine.
In that post, Dzyuba 

s a i d  h e  wa s  a g a i n s t 
discrimination based on 
nationality and that he 
could not understand why 
Russian athletes were 
being made to suffer.

Artem Dzyuba, one of  
Russia's all-time leading 
goalscorers, has asked not 
to  be  p i cked  fo r  the 
national team because of  
the conflict in Ukraine, 
coach Valery Karpin said 
in an interview published 
on Tuesday.

Karpin said he had 
spoken to the 33-year-old 
Zenit St Petersburg striker 
at the weekend about 
selection for a training 
camp in Moscow.

R u s s i a  h a s  b e e n 
s u s p e n d e d  f r o m 
international football by 
UEFA and FIFA over 
events in Ukraine and 
kicked out of  qualifying 
for the World Cup in Qatar 
later this year.

“He assured me … he 
really wants to play for the 
national team. But now, 
d u e  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t 
s i tuat ion in Ukraine, 
w h e r e  h e  h a s  m a n y 
relatives, he apologised 
and asked for  family 
reasons not to call him to 
this camp,” Karpin said.

The interview was 
published on the website 

of  the Russian Football 
Union.

A late call-up to the 
n a t i o n a l  t e a m  w h e n 
Russia hosted the World 
Cup in 2018, Dzyuba 
became a talismanic figure 
during the team's surprise 
run to the quarterfinals 
and has since captained 
the side and equalled 
Aleksandr Kerzhakov as 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  r e c o r d 
goalscorer.

S ince  Kar pin  was 
a p p o i n t e d  l a s t  Ju ly, 
Dzyuba has largely fallen 
out of  favour.

A holder of  three 
Russian Premier League 
winners' medals, Dzyuba 
i s  n o  s t r a n g e r  t o 
c o n t r ove r s y.  H e  wa s 
temporarily suspended 
from the national team in 
late 2020 to shield him 
from negative publicity 
after the leak of  a private, 
intimate video online.

In early March, he 
took to Instagram to hit 
b a c k  a t  U k r a i n i a n 
footballers who criticised 
him and other Russian 
players for remaining 
s i l en t  over  event s  in 
Ukraine.

In that post, Dzyuba 
s a i d  h e  wa s  a g a i n s t 
discrimination based on 
nationality and that he 
could not understand why 
Russian athletes were 
being made to suffer.

B r e n t f o r d  m a n a g e r 
Thomas Frank after setting 
up both goals in a 2-0 win 
o v e r  B u r n l e y  a t  t h e 
weekend.

“For me it was not a 
g a m b l e.  I  wa s  p r e t t y 
convinced he could help 
us,” said Frank.

“If  he can do that he 
will be a fantastic signing, 
maybe the best-ever for 
Brentford. For me, I knew it 

whether I'll be picked is 
another thing. But it's my 
dream to come back. I'm 
sure I  can come back 
because I don't feel any 
different. Physically, I'm 
back in top shape.”

Eriksen has  made 
three Premier  League 
appearances for Brentford, 
star ting their last two 
games.

He was lauded by 

was not a bad injury he had. 
It was a heart condition so 
he wouldn't have lost any 
speed.

“There was, of  course, 
a mental issue. We had a lot 
of  talks about that, but 
when he is saying 'I want to 
play at the World Cup', you 
know he is pretty calm and 
clear about what he wants.”

Wednesday 16 – Thursday 17 March, 2022

Eriksen named in Denmark squad for first time since cardiac arrest

EPL: Man Utd could
demolish Old Trafford

Ukraine invasion: Dzyuba rejects  Russia call up

Barcelona still expecting
Dembele to leave this
summer
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SPORTS
o r m e r  P r e m i e r FLeague manager, 
Neil Warnock, has 

said Frank Lampard needs 
to get back to basics at 
Everton.

E v e r t o n  f i n d 

uper Eagles coach, 

SAustin Eguavoen 
will drop two players 

from the 25-man squad 
ahead of  their crucial 
World Cup Qatar 2022 
play-off  round tie against 
the Black Stars, it was 
learnt. 

The first leg is billed 
for March 25 at the Cape 
Coast stadium, with the 
reverse fixture scheduled 
for the Moshood Abiola 
National Stadium, Abuja 
four days later. 

Eguavoen  had  on 
M a r c h  4  r e l e a s e d  a 
provisional l ist  of  32 
players, with 25 players on 
the main list and seven on 
standby.

According to reports, 
the coach will announce 
his final squad list of  23 
players for the game before 
the team's departure to 
A c c r a ,  G h a n a  n e x t 
Wednesday (March 23), 
two days after the team's 
camp opens in Abuja. 

It was also learnt that 
the Eagles will depart 

Abuja next Wednesday 
aboard a chartered flight 
for the game. 

W h e n  o u r 
correspondent contacted a 
team official on which 
players may l ikely be 
dropped from the main 
squad for the game, he 
said, “He (Eguavoen) is in 
charge of  the team so, we 
hope to see the changes he 
will make in terms of  
personnel for the game in 
the coming days. 

“We should not dwell 
much on the squad list 
because the important 
thing is that we have a crux 
of  players that we will 
possibly work with. The 
most important thing now 
is for our players to stay fit 
for the games. Let us all 
support the coaches and 
the team to beat Ghana, 
w h i c h  i s  o u r  m a i n 
objective.”

Meanwhile, Eguavoen 
is sweating over the fitness 
of  three of  his players for 
the game. The players are 
Kenneth Omeruo, Joe 

Aribo and Ola Aina. 
Omeruo has not been 

listed for Leganes in their 
last four league games, 
fueling speculations that 
the 28-year-old could be 
nursing an injury. 

Aina on his part is yet 
to feature for Torino since 
he rejoined the Granata 
side after the Africa Cup of  
Nations in Cameroon. The 
24-year-old has been an 
unused substitute for his 
Italian side in 2022, while 
Aribo suffered an ankle 
injury in Glasgow Rangers' 

3-0 win over Red Star 
Belgrade in the Europa 
League last Thursday. 

The midfielder, who 
has been outstanding for 
the Gers this  season, 
missed their Scottish Cup 
quarter-final win over 
Dundee United on Sunday. 

R a n ge r s  m a n a ge r 

Giovanni van Bronckhorst 

stated that the Nigerian 

would be assessed before 

their second leg Europa 

League tie away to Red 

Star Belgrade on Thursday

t h e m s e l v e s  s i t t i n g 
n e r v o u s l y  a b o v e  t h e 
relegation zone on goal 
difference but do have three 
games in hand to create 

breathing space between 
them and 17th-placed 
Watford.

“Do you think they've 
got a John Terry at the 

back? Do you think they've 
got somebody that's going 
to grab hold of  somebody 
by the shirt?” Warnock 
said.

“I don't see that in the 
squad. Frank needs help on 
the pitch. He needs one or 
two leaders. He needs 
people to help him in that 
dress ing  room.  When 

n e  o f  V i c t o r 

OOsimhen's agents, 
Roberto Calenda, 

believes the Nigerian is 
gradually silencing his 
critics following his recent 
display for Napoli. 

The 23-year-old was 
criticised following Napoli's 
1-0 loss against Milan last 
week, with some pundits 
questioning his striking 
skills. 

B u t  l a s t  S u n d a y, 
Osimhen scored a brace in 
the Partenopei's 2-1 win 
over Hellas Verona to take 
h i s  t a l l y  t o  1 3  i n  2 4 
appearances this term. 

“Sometimes people talk 
without thinking and Victor 
is proving what kind of  
striker he is,” Calenda told 
Radio Marte.

“To me, he has ample 
room for improvement. I 
hope he will keep it going 
and that his injuries are 
over.

“ Yo u  c a n  s e e  h i s 
commitment in every game. 

“He plays for the team 

and Napoli's win against 
Verona was super, not many 
teams have achieved the 
same. 

“Napo l i  have  been 
tormented by injuries this 
season, the coach always 

had to make something up.” 
The  Par t enope i  s i t 

second on the Serie A table, 
three points off  leaders 
Milan. Osimhen has scored 
13 goals in 24 appearances 
this term. 

things aren't going right, 
you've got to get your senior 
players to do the work and, 
I might be wrong because 
I'm not inside the dressing 
room, but I don't see the 
leaders.

“He did ever so well for 
Chelsea. He really helped 
them win the Champions 
League, with what he did at 

J
u r ge n  K l o p p 
c a l l e d 
M o h a m e d 

S a l a h  a  “ t o u g h 
cookie” and says the 
Liverpool forward is 
ready to train ahead 
o f  We d n e s d ay ' s 
Premier League trip 
to Arsenal.

S a l a h  w a s 
substituted moments 
a f t e r  s c o r i n g  a 
second-half  penalty 
in Liverpool's 2-0 
win at Brighton on 
Saturday with a foot 
problem.

Doubts over his 
f i t n e s s  w e r e 
heightened when he 
missed training on 
Monday ahead of  
the midweek visit to 
the Emirates, but 
Liverpool manager 
Klopp confirmed the 
Egypt international 
has recovered well.

“It looks like Mo is a 
tough cookie. We were quite 
lucky with it,” Klopp said.

“It was swollen and 
painful but yesterday a little 
less swollen, less painful. I 
got a message before the 
press conference that he is 
ready to train and we will 
see how it looks.”

Title-chasing Liverpool 
travel to an in-form Arsenal 
looking to close to within a 

point of  leaders Manchester 
City after the champions 
were held to a goalless draw 
b y  C r y s t a l  Pa l a c e  o n 
Monday Night Football.

The Reds have won 
eight on the bounce in the 
Premier League and Klopp 
reiterated his plan to be “as 
annoying as possible” to 
Pep Guardiola's side with 
10 games of  the season 
remaining.

the club. I don't think he's 
ever been in this position as 
a manager – it's not a nice 
situation. Your mouth's 
dry, you have a bad taste in 
your mouth – it's horrible 
being down there!

“You need to go back to 
basics. You know what I'm 
like, get your pads on and 
have a five-a-side – let's see 
pulls out of  tackles now!”
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Osimhen proving his worth – Agent
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Salah ready for action
against Gunners-Kloop

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

SalahSalahSalah

EguavoenEguavoenEguavoen

LampardLampardLampard



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Chigozie	Uzosike,	08137914644

Pg. 15

Pg. 15

Rallying Point
With Chigozie Uzosike 

Phone: 07037723606
E-mail: journalistchigozie@gmail.com

EISSN: 2736-0548   WEDNESDAY 16 – THURSDAY 17 MARCH, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 30 N200 

The fresh news people

mo State does not need If e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
allocation to develop, is just 

needs the concatenation of  
s e n s e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  
government and we are there. 
R e a r  A d m i r a l  A l l i s o n 
Madueke was born in 1944 in 
Agbariji-inyi, oji river in Enugu 
and became the mil i tar y 
Governor of  Imo State from 
1985-1986. His achievements 
were, he launched the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe stadium appeal fund 
to finish up the building which 
was abandoned, started the 
Imo Airport Project through 
the money realized from 
A i r p o r t  A p p e a l  f u n d . 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  p r o j e c t s 
embarked  upon by  the i r 
predecessors, commissioned 
the Grasshoppers international 
stadium and facilitated the 
hosting of  the 9th African 
Handball Clubs Championship 
in Owerri.

At the exit of  Madueke, 
C o m m o d o r e  A m a d i 
Ikwechegh came on board as he 
was appointed the Military 
Governor of  Imo State from 
1986 to 1989 during the 
Military Regime of  General 
Ibrahim Babangida. 

I guess he worked on the 
infrastructure of  past leaders 
before him. Honestly, Imo state 
can be economically viable if  it 
develops the Onitsha Road 
Industrial Layout that is lying 
fallow with no single presence 
of  development to write home 
about. We cannot continue to 
say there's no job for the 
teeming youths when the 
layout can offer solution to that 
ugly situation.

Had the state built on the 
infrastructure of  past leaders, 
Imo would have been a haven 
of  sort. Navy Commodore 
Anthony .E. Oguguo who was 
appointed the Governor of  Imo 
State in Nigeria from 1991 to 
1992 during the Regime of  
Ibrahim Babangida was not left 
of  the need to add his own 
impetus of  development as he 
brought the Imo State Airport 
which was commissioned and 
built; he took stronghold with 

t r a d e  U n i o n  d u r i n g  h i s 
administration. In 1991, he 
demanded the list of  absentee 
workers who were striking for a 
minimum wage of  #380, 
commissioned the 100 bed 
Osina Community hospital in 
1991; he worked very hard to 
ensure the completion of  the 
then ongoing developmental 
p r o j e c t  s t a r t e d  b y  h i s 
predecessors in office.

After him came Evans 
Enwerem who was elected the 
Governor of  Imo State in 1991 
during the failed third Republic 
Era of  Nigeria Government. 
H i s  a c h i e v e m e n t  w a s 
establishing the new Imo State 
University (IMSU) at Owerri 
a f t e r  the  or ig ina l  IMSU 
established by Sam Mbakwe at 
Uturu.

Navy  Cap ta in  James 
Aneke was appointed Military 
Governor of  Imo State in 
Nigeria from December 1993 
to August 1996 during the 
military regime of  General 
S a n i  A b a c h a .  H i s 
administration was alleged to 
have sold the Amaraku Power 
Station to Agric Konsult 
N i g e r i a  L i m i t e d  a t  a 
ridiculously low price.

Colonel Tanko Zubairu 
w a s  m a d e  t h e  m i l i t a r y 
administrator of  Imo State 
from August 1996 until May 
1999 when he handed over to 

Achike. Tanko was the last 
military administrator of  Imo 
State posted by Late Sank 
Abacha in August 21, 1996. 
Abubakar reappointed and 
retained him in Imo State. His 
retention was greeted with 
protests, insinuations and 
vilifications by majority of  
Imolites, residents and various 
interest groups because of  non-
payment of  workers' salaries 
and allowances as well as 
pensions and gratuities.

A c h i k e  U d e n wa  wa s 
elected the Governor of  Imo 
State on May 1993 and was 
reelected for second term in 
2003. He left office in 2007. 
U d e n w a  c a m e  w i t h  h i s 
TRIPOD vision of  Agriculture, 
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  a n d 
Reorientation and cannot be 
forgotten in a  hurr y.  He 
reversed the epileptic economic 
order of  Imo State to a buoyant 
and private sector driven 
economy. He breathed healthy 
air into the Imo Economy. 
Achike established the faculty 
of  Medicine and Surgery of  the 
Imo State University in Orlu.

Governor Ikedi Ohakim 
became the Governor of  Imo 
State on May 29, 2007. During 
his tenure, he came up with the 
Clean and Green initiative to 
keep Imo clean. He constructed 
and expanded network of  
roads, employment centre, 

elimination of  ghost workers 
syndrome, banning of  okada 
and introduction of  Keke 
Napep.

Ohakim eliminated the 
politics of  godfatherism and 
made the election of  local 
chairpersons a reality. He 
increased the School fees of  
Tertiary Institutions. Ikedi 
renovated and dualized the 
deplorable Owerri Okigwe 
road, Owerri Umuahia road, 
Owerri-Aba road both Federal 
Government roads.

After him came Owelle 
Rochas Okorocha who was 
elected governor of  Imo State 
on 6th May 2011 and was 
reelected for second term in 
April 11, 2015. Rochas was 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  " G r a n d 
Commander of  Education". 
During his administration, he 
b u i l t  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t 
government houses in the 
c o u n t r y.  H e  b u i l t  s i x 
Universities, 4 polytechnics 
and 2 colleges of  Education, 
government hospitals in all the 
local governments in Imo 
States and School blocks in all 
the government owned primary 
schools and secondary schools 
in all the local governments. He 
also rebuilt and renovated some 
roads. Rochas beautified the 
s t r e e t s  o f  O w e r r i  a n d 
constructed some flyovers. He 
made education affordable 

from the primary to tertiary levels. 
The durability of  some these 
projects is a discourse for another 
day.

Governor Emeka Ihedioha 
became the Governor of  Imo State 
from 29th May 2019-14th January, 
2020. As Governor of  Imo State, 
Ihedioha was credited with 
ini t ia t ing key pol ic ies  that 
enhanced fiscal responsibility in 
the State. These included the 
Treasury Single Account (TSA), 
the Central Billing System (CBS), 
t h e  O p e n  G o v e r n m e n t 
System/Partnership (OPS/P), the 
reactivation of  the Bureau for 
Public Procurement and Price 
Intelligence. As a result of  his 
policy measures, the National 
Bureau for Statistics (NBS) named 
Imo State as the least corrupt state 
in Nigeria, with a record low 
17.6% corruption prevalence.

Ihedioha was also known for 
e m b a r k i n g  o n  w i d e s p r e a d 
infrastructural projects, proactive 
lawmaking, and proposing and 
enacting/signing 17 laws, within 
his short period as Governor.

It  is  also expected that 
Governor Hope Uzodimma who 
assumed the position on 14th 
January, 2020 will have no need 
r e i nve n t i n g  t h e  w h e e l s  o f  
infrastructure in the State. He 
o u g h t  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
consolidation of  the infrastructure 
put  in  p lace  by  success ive 
governments. He has also started 
his own policy encapsulated in his 
3R mantra. At what point shall it 
be said of  Imo to have gone fast the 
issue of  building roads, hospitals, 
school etc and move into real 
investment thrive driven by public 
private partnership where the issue 
of  employment would become 
thing of  the past. 

Interestingly Nigeria has got 
15 leaders since independence just 
like Imo has got 15 leaders but the 
big question is can Imo be 
compared to Nigeria. Can Imo be 
that country of  its own with all the 
paraphernalia of  development 
where it can no longer depend on 
the federal government allocation 
to strive?

If Imo State were a country (2)

UzodimmaUzodimmaUzodimma

Four killed as security operatives
repel attack on NDLEA office in
Ebonyi

Woman arrested for burning step
son's buttock with electric iron


