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Strange events
in Anambra

Again, gunmen attack funeral, kidnap one
Wife escapes mob attack over hubby’s death during sex
General Overseer caught with cannabis at Lagos Airport

Buhari commissions farm estate in Imo
...N18billion Songhai Farm also approved

Security
agencies fully
involved in
illegal
bunkering
– Wike

Ohanaeze,
Afenifere warn
against further
detention of
Nnamdi Kanu

Umahi’s sack will
end reckless
defections in Nigeria
– PDP

UmahiUmahiUmahi

Governor Hope Uzodimma (centre) flanked by the deputy governor, Prof. Placid Njoku, deputy speaker IMHA, Rt.  Hon.  Amarachi
Iwuanyanwu alongside some government officials, NALDA members during the commissioning of the Imo farm estate.
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News

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
ormer National 
Chairman of  the All 
Progressive Grand 

Alliance (APGA), Sena-
tor Victor Umeh and the 
Deputy Speaker, Anambra 
State House of  Assem-
bly, Honourable Pascal 
Agbodike, has said the 
incoming administration 
of  the governor-elect, Pro-
fessor Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo, will produce foot-
ball talents like the current 

Soludo’s Govt ‘ll nurture the Eguavoens, 
Nwankwos, Okochas, Drogbas in Anambra
- Umeh

interim coach of  Super Ea -
gles, Augustine Eguavoen,  
Kanu Nwankwo, Augus-
tine Azuka Okocha, Mikel 
John Obi and the former 
Chelsea FC striker, Di-
dier Drogba in Anambra 
state. The duo noted that 
the governor-elect, has al-
ready put in place, all the 
necessary tools to float 
a strong football club for 
the state to actualise the 
vision.

They made the disclo-
sure during the final match 
of  the just concluded Solu-

do’s Victory Under 17 In-
ter Local Government 
Football Championship, 
played at Awka City Stadi-
um, on Saturday evening.

The match was played 
between Onitsha North 
Council Area and Nnewi 
North Council Area and 
it ended 5-0 in favour of  
Nnewi North.  In their 
seperate remarks, shortly 
after the game, the sponsor 
of  the championship, Bar-
rister Asha Nnabuife and 
Nnewi North team leader, 
Honourable Adukwulu 

Anambra Police rescues lady
alleged to have killed her husband 
with overdose of sex
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra state 
Police Command 
has rescued a lady 

alleged to have caused 
the death of  her hus-
band in Aguleri commu-
nity, in Anambra East 
Local Government Area 
of  the state. According 
to the Police, the woman 
was seen in a trending 
video being subjected to 
inhuman treatment.

The Command’s Pub-
lic Relations Officer, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga, 
who revealed the infor-
mation in a statement, 
in Awka, on Sunday, 
said one suspect has 

been arrested in connec-
tion to the act. And that 
the Command is stud-
ying the video aimed at 
to identify other suspects 
and bring them to book.

The statement read; 
The Anambra State Po-
lice Operatives have to-
day 12/3/2022 at about 
12:07pm rescued a fe-
male victim from an an-
gry mob in Aguleri.  The 
rescue, was as a result of  
a report seen trending 
video of  where a lady 
was publicly molested 
and assaulted on  an al -
leged incident of  causing 
the death of  her late hus-
band. The Commission-
er of  Police CP Echeng 
Echeng while describing 

the act as barbaric, states 
that one suspect is al-
ready in custody and or-
dered immediate study 
of  the video with the 
aim to identify the sus-
pects, arrest and bring 
them to book.

Further investigation 
revealed that the de-
ceased had already been 
buried before the video 
started trending. The ac-
cused lady was rescued 
from the mob and is 
currently receiving med-
ical care in the hospital. 
But a source at the scene 
of  the incident via the 
video, alleged that the 
woman killed her hus-
band with overdose sex-
ual intercourse.

Cleric in Police net for defiling house help
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Zone 9 Police 
Headquarters in 
Umuahia, Abia 

State says it has arrested 
a cleric, one Bishop Jer-
emiah Henshaw of  Na-
tions of  Christ Destiny 
Assembly Ministry In-
ternational for allegedly 
having carnal knowledge 
of  his underage house 
help.  The Zone 9 Police 
in a release made avail-
able to the media dated 
March 10, 2022, gave the 
address of  the suspect 

Anambra: Okafor, Mbanefo, others 
Inducted as VIO Special Road 
Traffic Mayors 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
for Transport and 

Trade and Commerce, Hon. 
Uche Okafor Wiper, MD/
CEO of  Anambra Traf-
fic Management Agency, 
Hon. Afam Mbanefo and 
the VIO Supervisor, Hon. 
Ralph Okoye, among few 
deserved individuals have 
been inducted by the Con-
ference Of  Directors and 
Chief  Road Traffic Officers 
of  the Federation as Special 
Road Traffic Mayors in An-
ambra State. 

The induction ceremony 
was held at the Anambra 
state VIO Headquarters in 
Awka and was attended by 
road traffic officers includ-
ing the national president 
of  Conference of  Directors 
and Chief  Traffic Officers 
of  the Federation, Sir Paul 
Bepeh among others.

Speaking, the Anam-
bra State Commissioner 
for Transport, Hon. Afam 
Mbanefo noted that effi-
cient and effective collabo-
ration between the Vehicle 
Inspection Offices in the 
thirty-six states and the 
Federal Capital Territory 
and the Federal Road Safe-
ty Corps will ensure better 
safety on Nigerian roads. 
While the Commissioner 
for Trade and Commerce 
in Anambra State, Chief  
Uche Okafor Wiper called 
for more funding for the 
VIO office for better service 
delivery. 

The Chairman, Nation-
al Conference of  Directors 
and Chief  Road Traffic 
Officers of  the Federation, 
Sir Paul Bepeh noted that 
the Special Road Traffic 
Mayors corps was set up to 
increase stakeholder partic-
ipation in the road safety 
and traffic management in 
the state and the Federa-
tion.

Security agencies fully involved
in illegal oil bunkering - Wike
From Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike says 
the Nigeria’s econo-

my will remain vulnerable 
and weak if  illegal bunker-
ing and artisanal refining of  
crude oil continue unabat-
ed. Governor Wike made 
the observation at the com-
missioning and presentation 
of  14 ballistic gunboats, 
donated by the Rivers State 
Government to the Nigeri-
an Navy, Army, Police and 
Nigeria Security and Civ-
il Defence Corps, at NNS 
Pathfinder, Naval Base, Ru-
muolumeni in Obio/Akpor 
Local Government Area on 
Friday. The governor said 
the seeming frustration in 
the fight against illegal re-
fining of  crude oil is caused 
by security personnel who 
are deeply involved in the 
illegal activity or providing 
cover for the criminals.

“Most of  the problem we 
have with illegal oil bunker-
ing is that security agencies 
are fully involved in this il-
legal oil bunkering. That’s 
the truth. Civil defence is 
involved. Army is involved. 
Police is involved. Navy is 
involved. Let us tell our-
selves the simple truth.” He 
said his administration has 

remained committed to the 
fight against illegal bunker-
ing and achieved tremen-
dous results leading to re-
duced soot and oil theft.

Governor Wike said in-
stead of  the Managing Di-
rector of  Nigerian Nation-
al Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) commending the 
Rivers State Government 
for the feat, which has made 
oil production level go up, 
he should rather discharge 
requisite corporate social 
responsibility due the Rivers 
State similar to what NNPC 
is doing elsewhere. The gov-
ernor dismissed notions in 
some quarters that gover-
nors put their state’s securi-
ty vote in personal pockets.  
According to him, provision 
of  gunboats, other equip-
ment and logistics to the se-
curity agencies to strengthen 
their capacity to fight crime 
and criminality are evidence 

of  how the security vote is 
being deplored.

Governor Wike charged 
the security agencies to con-
fine the use of  the gunboats 
to the Rivers State for which 
they were provided to tack-
le the menace of  sea piracy 
and illegal bunkering activi-
ties. Commissioning the 14 
ballistic gunboats, the Chief  
of  Naval Staff, Vice Admi-
ral Awwal Zubairu Gambo 
said maritime terrorism, oil 
theft and piracy are major 
challenges that the Navy 
has continue to confront 
concertedly. He said there is 
need to emulate Governor 
Wike who has mustered the 
political will to wage war 
against operators of  illegal 
refineries, with the support 
of  local government chair-
men who have identified 
and destroyed bunkering 
sites and arrest some perpe-
trators.

as No.27 Mission Hill 
Umuahia.

The release signed by 
the Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO) 
of  Zone 9, SP George 
Okafor, for the Assistant 
Inspector-General of  
Police was titled “Dese-
cration of  the Alter God 
by self-acclaimed Bishop 
Jeremiah Henshaw.” The 
Police disclosed that it re -
ceived credible informa-
tion on the 2nd March 
2022 from Police opera-
tives of  Zone 9 headquar -
ters in Umuahia about 
nefarious activities of  the 

exposed cleric.
The command ex-

plained that after receiv-
ing information about the 
crime, “the Police swung 
into action and the Bish-
op was arrested and inter-
rogated. He confessed to 
have defiled the 14-year-
old girl in his statement, 
stating that he was un-
protected while having 
carnal knowledge of  the 
victim.” According to the 
release, the said Bishop 
during his confession al-
legedly claimed that he 
only committed the crime 

for the first time.
The Police warned par-

ents in Abia State to be 
sure of  whom to entrust 
their kids with, to avoid 
exposing them to wolves 
while advising Abia resi-
dents to always volunteer 
credible information to 
the Zone to aid the Po-
lice towards achieving a 
crime- free society. Mean-
while, the suspect would 
be charged to Court for 
prosecution when inves-
tigations are concluded 
on the matter, the release 
said.

Amobi, described the suc-
cess of  the Championship 
as ‘heart-warming. They 
said the team would com-
pete in any forthcoming 
national football season 
in the country. They noted 

that the new propose foot-
ball club may replace If-
eanyi Uba FC in the state.

They commended the 
incumbent governor, 
Willie Obiano on the 
construction of  Awka 

City Stadium, the Air-
port and other major 
projects across the state.

The Championship 
was organised by All 
Soludo Support Groups 
(ASSG).



News

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he National Vice 
Chairman of  the 
Peoples Democratic 

party ( PDP) South East 
zone, Chief  Ali Odefa, 
has said that the fate that 
has befallen the Ebonyi 
State Governor, Chief  Da-
vid Umahi and his Depu-
ty,Kelechi Igwe, will bring 
to an end the issue of  reck-
less defection from one 
political party to another 
which is now prevalent in 
the nation’s body-polity.

Odefa who described 
Umahi as ‘former Gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi State’ 
avered that the recent Fed-
eral High Court ruling 
which sacked Umahi and 
his Deputy,Kelechi Igwe, 
will serve as a big lesson to 
any politician who wants 
to defect from one political 
party to another without 
any justifiable reason.

Odefa who stated this 
while addressing the peo-
ple of  Anyarigwe Amofia 
in Ukawu community of  
Onicha local government 
area of  the state during 
the community’s Electric-

Umahi’s sack ‘ll end reckless
defections in Nigeria - PDP

ity Extension Fundraising 
ceremony organised by 
Anyarigwe Progressive 
Union, said that Gover-
nor Umahi and his depu-
ty had no justifiable rea-
son to leave the PDP, the 
platform upon which they 
rode to power.

He lamented what he de -
scribed as disturbing lack 
of  social amenities in the 
community, and berated 
the goverment of  Ebonyi 
State for failing to site any 
developmental projects in 
the area despite the com-
munity’s support to the 
goverment since 2015.

He said “ it is sad and 
disappointing that this 
community has to resort 
to self  help in order to 
enjoy electricity. This is 
something People now 
take for granted. This is 
even more worrisome 
when you remember how 
the people of  this noble 
community supported the 
election of  the immediate 
past Govenor of  the state, 
David Umahi, first in 2015 
and in 2019.

“He thinks he can dis-
card the people and the 
party that gave him vic-

Anambra State FRSC Command, of�cers during the visit at Onitsha Unit Centre.

tory in 2015 and in 2019. 
Thank God that Court has 
sacked him and his Dep-
uty. And they will never 
come back. 

He is now a former Gov-
ernor. This is a big les-
son to any politician who 
thinks he can defect at will. 
Umahi should be ashamed 
that Ukawu people had to 
resort to self  help in order 
to get connected to elec-
tricity whilst he was a Gov -

ernor for 7 good years.
“Let me assure Anyarig-

we people that the PDP 
goverment that is coming 
will alleviate their suffer-
ings and put smiles on 
their faces again”

The member represent-
ing Ezza North/ Ishie-
lu Federal Constituency, 
Anayo Edwin, in his re-
marks said the electricity 
problem being faced by the 
community will soon be a 

Aguiyi-Ironsi, Okpara are Nigeria’s
true  patriots – Ex-President Obasanjo
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer President, 
Olusegun Obasan-
jo has described 

former Head of  State, 
Maj-Gen Aguiyi-Ironsi 
and late Premier of  old 
Eastern Region, Dr Mi-
chael Okpara as true pa-
triots in leadership and 
nationalism. He stated 
this in Umuahia, Abia 
State when he paid a vis-
it to the family home of  
Gen Ironsi at Umuna 
Ndume, Umuahia.

He explained that the 
Nigerian nation is in need 
of  patriots with the pas-
sion to develop it, adding 
the two late leaders repre-
sented nationalism worth 
of  emulation.

He tasked Nigerians 
on the need to promote 
peace, unity, love and na-
tionalism, recalling the 
selfless efforts of  Ironsi 
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The former President 
expressed regret on his 
inability to attend the 
burial of  Lady Victoria 
Aguiyi-Ironsi but charged 
Abians to maintain the 
legacies established by 
the ex-leaders. He later 
played a wreath on the 
grave of  Lady Victoria 
Aguiyi-Ironsi, recalling 
how former first lady of  
Nigeria showed love to 
young soldiers during her 
husband’s 

thing of  the past. The law-
maker who described Uka-
wu as his own home and 
people, made a whopping 
donation of  seven million 
naira to assist the commu-
nity in fixing their electric-
ity challenge.

He promised to continue 
liase with one of  the illus-
trious sons of  the com-
munity, Dr. Jerry Uhuo, 
to ensure the installation 
of  every social amenities 

necessary for a quality life 
in the community. Chair-
man of  PDP in the state, 
Mr. Tochukwu Okorie, in 
his goodwill message con-
gratulated Ukawu people 
for the peace and unity 
that exist in the communi-
ty, and assured them that 
the PDP goverment is that 
coming will surely put an 
end to their developmental 
challenges.

Obasanjo, who had 
earlier attended a special 
quiz competition organ-
ised by  Vision Africa Ra-
dio station, Umuahia said 
he was in Abia as part of  
his tour around the  the 
South  East geared at pro -
moting peace and unity. 
He used the opportunity 
to commend Bishop Sun-
day Ndukwo Onuoha of  
Methodist Church for us-
ing the school quiz com-
petition to promote peace 

and unity, pointing out 
that the lessons derived 
from the exercise would 
go a long way in building 
the foundation of  true ra-
tionalism.

In his address, a Bish-
op  of  Methodist Church 
Nigeria and President 
of  Vision Africa Radio, 
Sunday Onuoha said the 
quiz competition is a an-
nual event which has pro-
duced future leaders for 
Nigeria and the world.

Anambra Priest accused of
impregnating 30-yr- old lady 
under his custody for prayers 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
n Anglican cleric, 
Rev. Canon Lu-
menCristi Eboh, of  

Christ Township Church, 
Umudioka, Anambra 
State, has been accused of  
impregnating a lady who 
was under his custody for 
prayers.

The acussation was made 
known to Journalists, dur-
ing a press conference, on 
Thursday, at the NUJ Press 
Centre Awka, by Barrister 
Ben Uzuegbu (SAN), the 
Deputy Chancellor, Dio-
cese on the Niger. The ac-
cusation was in reaction to 
the allegation level against 
Bishop of  Anglican Dio-
cese on the Niger, Bishop, 
Owen Nwokolo and the 
Church, over his maritial 
fall out with his wife and 
seizure of  his land proper-
ties.

It was earlier report-
ed that the Anglican Rev 
Canon LumenCristi Eboh, 
has resigned his office as 
a priest of  the Anglican 
Communion over marital 
crisis with his wife. The 
priest who disclosed his 
resignation at a press con-

ference in Awka, on Mon-
day alleged that some forc-
es in the church had caused 
his wife to leave him, and 
quartered her at an undis-
closed place. He further 
said that his refusal to in-
clude the Bishop as trustee 
as demanded and to hand 
over landed property of  the 
adoration ministry to him 
set him on collision course 
with the bishop. He ac-
cused his diocesan bishop, 
Owen Nwokolo of  witch-
hunt and land grabbing. 
Speaking further during 
the conference, Barrister 
Uzuegbu, narrated that the 
pregnancy accused case is 
currently in the Court of  
Law. According to him, a 
young sister that goes by 
the name Ozioma Onu-
kogu, age, 30 years was 
impregnated by the rand-
ing serving of  God. He 
said the lady was 7 months 
pregnant before she was 
notice by her parent after 
several rounds of  sex in 
different Hotels includ-
ing City Dubai Hotel and 
Suites LTD Omagba, Onit-
sha, the commercial city of  
Anambra State, where he 
was having sexually inter-
course with the sister.

Wike’s Outburst against Umahi, an affront on
Nigeria’s judiciary - Ebonyi APC chair
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki
 

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Eb-
onyi State chapter, 

has described the recent 
outburst by the Rivers State 
Governor Nyesome Wike 
on the Court judgement 
which sacked Governor 

David Umahi and his dep-
uty, Dr Kelechi Igwe as an 
afront on Nigeria judiciary. 
The chairman of  the Party 
in the state Chief  Stanley 
Okoro-emegha who stated 
this in a statement in Ab-
akaliki while reacting to the 
attack further  described it 
as “reckless tirades against 
Governor Umahi”, which 

he said, “is very charac-
teristic of  Wike.” Oko-
ro-Emegha, said “it is a 
measure of  the rot in our 
Democracy that a Gover-
nor of  a state will have no 
qualms in publicly repri-
manding and threatening 
to deal with a fellow Gov-
ernor over an issue that is 
before a court of  compe-
tent jurisdiction.”
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Editorial

Hazards of 
protracted 
fuel scarcity
D

espite assurances from the 
government that the lingering 
fuel crisis in the country would 

soon be a thing of the past, queues are 
still counting at filling stations across 
the country except places where it costs 
exorbitantly high.

The crisis, which has lingered for 
months in the country has continued 
despite the federal government 
reassurances that it has sufficient stock 
of petroleum products for distribution 
across the country.

 Nigerians especially in major cities 
have endured an unpredictable supply of 
fuel for nearly a year now, with filling 
stations operating at reduced capacity.

The crisis started in 2021 after the 
government announced its plan to 
remove fuel subsidies. Marketers, who 
the regulators accuse of hoarding the 
product, have refused to resume normal 
operations even after the suspension of 
the subsidy removal plan.

In February, the federal government 
said methanol found in recently imported 
fuel exceeded Nigeria’s specification. The 
development has resulted in a shortage of 
petrol and queues reappearing in major 
cities. It has since spread to all parts of 
the country.

But, if Nigerian officials properly 
tested for the methanol content in the 
imported product, they would have 
observed it since from the departure 
country or at least when the vessels 
arrived at the Nigerian seaports. Nigerian 
officials only test for vapour pressure, 
benzene, sulfur content, and density. 
From this experience, Nigerian officials 
should start testing for methanol content 
levels for any imported petrol.

The resultant scarcity has created a 
window for unscrupulous petroleum 
sellers to charge exorbitant prices. 

Traffic gridlocks appeared across 
major parts of the country as many 
service lanes were closed to traffic due 
to queues from petrol stations.

The Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation had few months ago 
assured Nigerians that the company 

had placed significant orders of over 2.1 
billion litres of methanol-free petroleum 
to ensure that the long queues end in a 
few days.

Recently, Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) again assured 
Nigerians that it has distributed petroleum 
products nationwide to resolve the fuel 
scarcity that has lingered for weeks yet 
rather than improve the situation, it has 
become worse.

Many motorists have relied on far 
more costly black market supplies for 
their fuel needs, and have faced the risks 
of damaged engines from adulterated 
products.

Indeed, many believe the development 
is undermining the nation’s economic 
activities.

Presumably, if the refineries in Port 
Harcourt, Warri and Kaduna were alive 
and operating optimally, maybe, there 
wouldn’t have been any need to bring in 
petroleum products, clean or dirty, from 
refineries in Europe possibly owned by 
Nigerians. 

We therefore urge the Federal 
Government to further sanitise and 
strengthen the regulatory processes in the 
Petroleum industry such that the unclean 
fuel will ever not have in-road into the 
country. It also prove that there is a weak 
link in the chain of monitoring, inspection 
and approval of the petroleum products.

It must be recalled that this is not 
the first time the country is facing the 
embarrassment of some unscrupulous 
government officials and some private 
sector interests dumping this kind of low-
quality product on Nigerian consumers.

It is disheartening that the price of 
crude in the international market is 
going up. Instead of being a cheery news, 
Nigerians are grieving because it means 
that they will have to pay more for the 
petroleum products they consume all of 
which are imported with their unit cost 
calculated in dollars.

This should serve as a wake-up 
call on the urgency of rebuilding our 
refineries and making them efficient and 
operational.
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Breaking the negative bias against 
women in politics 

B
reaking the negative 
bias against women in 
politics requires a new 

political socialisation and 
mobilisation strategy.

To lessen gender 
disparities in party politics, 
parties are encouraged to 
uphold transparency and 
accountability in candidate 
selection. The credibility of  
a party’s candidate selection 
process impacts the level 
of  electoral success a party 
achieves. Clear guidelines 
and regulations on party 
management, selection 
processes, and safeguarding 
gender inclusivity are integral 
to breaking the bias against 
women in politics.

As the world 
commemorates the 2022 
International Women’s Day, 
the plummeting of  women’s 
representation in elective 
office in Africa is alarming. 
According to the first Women’s 
Political Participation (WPP) 
Africa Barometer 2021, 
women constitute 24 per cent 
of  the 12,113 parliamentarians 
in Africa - 25 per cent in 
lower legislative houses 
and 20 per cent in the upper 
houses of  parliament. Based 
on data from 19 sampled 
countries, women constitute 
21 per cent of  councilors in 
local councils. Compared 
to other regions, West and 
Central Africa have the lowest 
representation of  women in 
parliament. Unarguably, the 
poor representation of  women 
in parliaments in Africa is 
a consequence of  bias and 
unfair practices in the black 
box of  candidate selection 
and recruitment processes 
in political parties. In most 
cases, candidate selection is a 
product of  decisions made by 
male politicians or male party 
leaders.

Candidate recruitment 
is an essential, and perhaps 
one of  the most important, 
functions of  political parties. 
Its classification as the ‘secret 
garden of  politics’ explains 
the difficulty in understanding 
the norms and culture that 
influence candidate selection. 
The gendered outcomes of  
party policies and processes 
make candidate recruitment 
too important to overlook. 
Hazan and Gideon (2010) 

have argued consistently that 
formal or informal candidate 
recruitment processes are 
important for three reasons: 
First, the composition 
and representativeness of  
democratic institutions, 
such as parliaments and 
cabinets, are determined by 
candidate selection policies 
and procedures. Second, they 
decide the extent of  political 
access and opportunity for 
marginalised groups like 
women, and third, they affirm 
the democratic credentials of  
a political party.

Despite formal candidate 
selection criteria, evidence and 
findings from liberal parties 
in eight African countries 
attest to the complexity and 
power struggles associated 
with candidate selection 
within political parties. 
Candidate selection is usually 
a private affair of  party 
leaders and godfathers, who 
are predominantly men and 
often biased against women. 
Using the instrumentality of  
the party machinery, party 
leaders introduce unfair 
policies and practices to limit 
the emergence of  female 
candidates. Therefore, urging 
political parties to break the 
bias by upholding democratic 
values is essential for 
increased participation and 
representation of  women and 
other marginalised groups in 
politics.

Amidst the overwhelming 
bias against women, some 
political parties design special 
interventions to promote 
women’s candidacy, such 
as special gender quotas (as 
mentioned above), financial 

waivers, and campaign 
support. The Union of  
Democratic Forces of  
Guinea (UFDG) integrates 
a non-discrimination policy 
in its candidate selection 
process. More importantly, 
to encourage women 
participation, the party bears 
the responsibility for the 
expenses and financing of  the 
campaigns of  female political 
aspirants.

In most countries, 
eligibility criteria for 
candidate selection are 
enshrined in the constitution 
and electoral legal framework. 
These legal frameworks 
prescribe candidate selection 
criteria, with gender-neutral 
or gender-specific provisions. 
Gender-neutral selection 
criteria disproportionately 
benefit men over women. 
They promote a laissez-faire 
attitude towards women’s 
inclusion in political parties, 
because the intentionality 
required of  parties to ensure 
women’s inclusion appears 
to diminish in the absence of  
binding legal requirements. 
Lessons from Kenya’s Orange 
Democratic Movement 
(ODM) show that female 
candidates are more likely 
to secure party nominations 
if  gender-specific provisions 
are included in the party’s 
candidate selection criteria. 
ODM has specific provisions 
on gender equity and equality 
and a two-thirds gender 
principle in its guiding 
documents. Political parties 
can break the bias by ensuring 
gender-specific provisions 
are included in candidate 
selection guidelines.

Amidst the overwhelming 
bias against women, some 
political parties design special 
interventions to promote 
women’s candidacy, such 
as special gender quotas (as 
mentioned above), financial 
waivers, and campaign 
support. The Union of  
Democratic Forces of  
Guinea (UFDG) integrates 
a non-discrimination policy 
in its candidate selection 
process. More importantly, 
to encourage women 
participation, the party bears 
the responsibility for the 
expenses and financing of  the 
campaigns of  female political 
aspirants. Tanzania’s third-
largest political party, ACT-
WAZALENDO (Alliance for 
Change and Transparency), 
introduces quotas for women 
in party leadership. Similarly, 
the Forum for the Defense of  
Democracy (FDD), Malawi, 
grants women honorary 
membership to bypass high 
fees. These special measures 
eliminate bottlenecks, but 
on the whole, they do not 
guarantee high electoral 
performance.

As all the parties examined 
in eight African countries 
noted, the preference for male 
candidates is often influenced 
by public perceptions of  
women in political leadership. 
It is improbable that parties 
will select female candidates if  
public perception of  women’s 
leadership is maintained. As 
long the electoral fortunes 
of  political parties are not 
threatened by low levels of  
women representation on 
party lists, achieving the 2030 
agenda on gender equality 
remains a mirage. Therefore, 
breaking the negative bias 
against women in politics 
requires a new political 
socialisation and mobilisation 
strategy that eliminates the 
prejudices against women 
in politics through gender-
specific political education, 
deliberate appointment and 
election of  women into top 
party leadership positions 
and parliamentary seats, and 
lastly, recruitment of  women 
into party leadership.

Samson Itodo is an 
elections, democracy and 
public policy enthusiast. 
Itodo serves as the Executive 
Director of  Yiaga Africa and 
the Convener of  the Not Too 
Young To Run movement.

Politics 

By Samson Itodo
Bias manifests in other 

eligibility requirements that 
impede women’s candidacy, 
such as selection based on 
an individual’s loyalty and 
service to the party, financial 
status, leadership experience, 
and ethnic identity. These 
requirements have gendered 
consequences. Some parties 
impose high membership 
fees and prohibitive fees for 
certain elective positions. 
Other parties require aspirants 
to obtain life membership of  
the party to quality for the 
party nomination. These high 
costs, coupled with a deeply 
entrenched system of  clientele 
politics endanger the political 
aspirations of  women who are 
adjudged to be economically 
disadvantaged and with 
limited access to patronage 
networks.

Where informal rules 
supersede formal selection 
criteria, female candidates 
encounter difficulty securing 
party nominations. In Somalia, 
the CAHDI party adopts 
a clannish organisational 
structure, meaning candidates 
are selected on the basis 
of  ethnic affiliations rather 
than laid down candidates’ 
selection rules. The absence 
of  clear rules creates tensions 
on how seats are allocated 
within parties. It makes the 
candidate selection process 
fluid and susceptible to 
capture. To lessen gender 
disparities in party politics, 
parties are encouraged to 
uphold transparency and 
accountability in candidate 
selection. The credibility of  
a party’s candidate selection 
process impacts the level 
of  electoral success a party 
achieves. Clear guidelines 
and regulations on party 
management, selection 
processes, and safeguarding 
gender inclusivity are integral 
to breaking the bias against 
women in politics.

... breaking the negative 
bias against women in politics 
requires a new political 
socialisation and mobilisation 
strategy that eliminates the 
prejudices against women 
in politics through gender-
specific political education, 
deliberate appointment and 
election of  women into top 
party leadership positions 
and parliamentary seats, and 
lastly, recruitment of  women 
into party leadership.

In most countries, eligibility criteria for 
candidate selection are enshrined in 
the constitution and electoral legal 
framework. These legal frameworks 

prescribe candidate selection criteria, 
with gender-neutral or gender-specific 

provisions. Gender-neutral selection 
criteria disproportionately benefit 

men over women. They promote a 
laissez-faire attitude towards women’s 
inclusion in political parties, because 
the intentionality required of parties to 
ensure women’s inclusion appears to 

diminish in the absence of binding legal 
requirements.

“
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Igbo apprenticeship scheme, 
addition to Nigeria’s economic 
growth - Osinbajo, Okonkwo 

H
e said the initiative 
will add to the 
already existing 

economic growth of  the 
country.

The Vice President stated 
this in Awka, on Thursday, 
during the maiden annual 
National Summit on 
Igbo Apprenticeship 
Scheme, organized by the 
Anambra Broadcasting 
Service in collaboration 
with the Awka Chamber 
of  Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture, 
AWKACCIMA.  Osibanjo 
who joined virtually, said 
the scheme has the full 
potential to do for the 
Nigerian’s economy what 
similar apprenticeship 
schemes have done in many 
parts of  the world especially 
in Germany and India, 
while describing the event 
as apt. Commending the 
organizers of  the event, the 
VP, expressed the hope that 
the summit will improve 
the growth and possibility 
for the Igbo apprenticeship 
scheme.

With the theme of  the 
summit, Repositioning 
the Igbo Apprenticeship 
Scheme for Sustainable 
Economic Development, 
the Keynote speaker and 
Chairman, United Nigeria 
Airlines, Dr. Obiora 
Okonkwo recommended 
that the scheme should be 
institutionalized through 
formal and informal 
structure of  Igbo society.

Dr. Okonkwo added that 
the event is apt, following the 
recent uprise in drug abuse; 
get rich quick syndrome and 
other social vices among 
the youths who are future 
of  the nation. According to 
him, let me draw our minds 
to the thoughts of  the great 
philosopher, Aristotle, 
who said in Nicomachean 
Ethics that “the purpose 
of  knowledge is action, not 
knowledge.” For me, what 

this means is that we should 
now be talking of  actions 
that we must take to change 
the narrative on Igbo 
apprenticeship scheme. 

“I say this because, 
already, a study has been 
concluded. The report has 
been launched. It is ready 
and it is accessible. What 
is left to do, to my mind, 
is to take action on the 
recommendations and begin 
to put into practice what 
the research team led by 
Prof. Nonyelu, of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University Awka, 
has proposed. I therefore 
implore each of  us and all 
state governments in our 
region, to get copies of  the 
report, study them, and 
seek ways to implement 
them. I will also implore 
all development agencies 
and partners, international 
and local, to do the same. 
That is the surest way 
to begin our quest to 
reinvigorate and transform 
the apprenticeship system 
in Igbo land to live up 
to its new promise of 

becoming the master. We 
must prepare our youths for 
greatness through the new 
Apprenticeship programme. 
We must prepare them to 
become self-reliant. We must 
prepare them to become 
independent and we must 
prepare them to become job 
and wealth creators in line 
with government emphasis 
on Entrepreneurship in our 
educational curriculum. 
This is a clarion call; to 
do otherwise is to watch 
painfully as our society 
gradually slides into 
anarchy as a result of  the 
restlessness of  our youths.

As I have always said, 
the surest way to win back 
our youths from the crime 
world is to empower them 
with jobs which offers them 
hope and creates a new 
vista for their future. I am 
confident that a hopeful 
future will bring many 
youths back from the brink 
of  criminality and with 
that a return to traditional 
values that many of  us grew 
up with.

Today, some of  our 
people take Eziafakaego 
(Good name is better that 
money) as title. 

“As Igbo people, our 
culture taught us such 
values as respect for elders, 
hard work, the sanctity of 
human life, honesty, fairness 
and indeed the avoidance 
anything our society 
consider to be evil. But 
that is no more. Therefore, 
for us to pull through and 
bring back Igba Boyi as 
apprenticeprenuership or 
Nkwado Ogaranya, our 
youths, who hold the future 
of  the Igbo nation in their 
hands must begin to restore 
those time-honoured values 
which saw our forebears 
become great entrepreneurs 
and the envy of  the world 
through the apprenticeship 
system.

Earlier in his speech, 
Conveners of  the national 
summit, the Managing 
Director and Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Anambra Broadcasting 
Service, ABS, Dr. Uche 

Nworah and the President 
of  Awka Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture, Princess 
Caroline Ajuora, said the 
event is to bring to the fore 
the Igbo apprenticeship 
scheme which could be 
repositioned to help Nigeria 
battles various issues 
including unemployment, 
banditry, and ethnic 
agitations among others.

In his speech, the 
Director General and Chief 
Executive Officer of  Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency of 
Nigeria Dr. Dikko Umaru 
Radda represented by Mr. 
Victor Ugwu, commended 
Anambra Broadcasting 
Service and Awka Chamber 
of  Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
for the programme, which 
according to him, serves 
as a new beginning for 
repositioning and expanding 
the laudable scheme for 
greater improvement of 
Nigerians economy.

From Ovat Mike
Onitsha 

An apprentice under tutulage of  his master
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News Report

Coalition of Women 
Professionals urges women 
to break societal stereotype

T
he coalition 
for women 
professionals in 

a one day retreat has 
urged women to break 
the biases and Societal 
Stereotypes preventing 
them from making 
impacts. The convener 
Dr Chioma Chigozie-
Okwum, while speaking 
at the event reminded 
the participants made 
of  professionals from 
different fields to eschew 
biases, prejudices and 
inclinations as humans.

She stated further 
that biases can be 
positive or negative in 
portraying favouritism 
in one gender over 
another unconsciously 
in the scheme of  things. 
Dr Chigozie -Okwum 
further disclosed that 
these biases are usually 
constructed in the minds 
from even before birth, 
and are fanned into huge 
flames like the biased 
upbringing of  children 
observed in our society . 
She maintained that it’s 
not uncommon to see 
parents buy dolls for girls 
and trucks for boys, girls 
love pink and boys blue, 
girls hold deputy roles 
and boys’ class prefect 
roles, irrespective of  who 
is more qualified. She 
further said that social 
customs, misconstrued 
religious beliefs, illiteracy 
and poverty are major 
factors fuelling biases in 
the society. Furthermore, 
she pointed out that 
these gender biases are 
observed in many ways 
which include Biases in 
Workplace Conditions, 
Role stereotyping, 
objectification and 
epistemic injustices. 
Neutrality in awarding 
opportunities, emphasis 

on capacity and 
transparency are ways 
we can live above gender 
biases.

Speaking also in a panel 
discussion the Panelists 
Mrs Oge Ikeh an SDG 
activator, and UN trained 
trainer,  Mrs Vivian 
Dimgba a PDP Aspirant 
for the Ezinihitte Mbaise 
LGA State Assembly seat 
and  Ms. Ndidi Anike, 
Managing Partner of 
Didi Anike Chambers 
and Chairperson FIDA 
Imo State Chapter in their 
remarks reiterated that 
there are more internal 
biases and prejudices 
within the female gender 
as well as external, and 
submitted that charity 
begins at home, they 
stated that if  things 
must be right, women 
must learn to drop their 
internal biases against 
their fellow women.

 Mrs Ikeh pointed 
out that the home is the 
breeding ground for all 
these biases as seen in the 
way parents favour one 
gender over the other, 
and coarse one gender 
to cower for the other. 
These skewed upbringing 
according to her condition 
the minds of  the preferred 
gender to see the other 
as a lesser gender, 

and the gender that is 
prejudiced see themselves 
as less important when 
compared to the preferred 
gender she noted that 
every child irrespective 
of  the gender should be 
prepared for marriage, 
not preparing one gender 
and ignoring the other. 
This she said is a huge 
flaw in parenting. She 
stressed that biases rear 

their heads in schools 
where roles are preserved 
for one gender and the 
other gender is only 
good to deputise and 
play second fiddle, this 
makes the environment 
unhealthy and toxic for 
the gender considered 
lesser. Within the female 
gender sadly, “we hold so 
much biases that makes 
us tear each other down 
rather than building each 
other up and supporting 
each other in a patriarchal 
society such as ours” she 
stated

 Mrs Dimgba said that 
biases against women 
is a topic that can’t be 
discussed enough, the 
first of  the biases is the 
narrative that makes 
women not to own up to 
their identity and is always 
seeking validation, the 
bias of  boy child being 
superior to girl child, 
this makes a mother with 
only girls to be seen as 
inadequate, the bias that 

puts a “Good for nothing” 
tag on divorced women 
and single women,  the 
bias of  not holding men 
accountable for their 
actions, pandering and 
playing to the gallery in 
order to maintain picture 
perfect marriages at the 
detriment of  everyone, 
the bias of  judging the 
intentions of  other 
women at all times. These 
biases make it impossible 
for women to own their 
narratives and live out 
their authentic selves 
as there is a constant 
attempt to bend to these 
societal pressures. 

The FIDA chairperson 
Ms. Ndidi Anike outlined 
the biases starting from 
the chief  bias of  society 
making it look impossible 
for single women to thrive 
and be successful, she 
identified that asking for 
35% affirmative action is 
a bias, as there is no harm 
in asking for a 100% as 
long as there is capacity 
and confidence to take up 
these roles, gender role 
stereotyping and men 
abandoning home and 
childcare to women are 
also fuelled by bias, the 
bias of  believing every 
successful woman has 
slept her way to the top, 
and bias of  assuming 
leadership is only for 
men and women only 
need to deputize and 
support. The outright 
rejection of  5 gender bills 
by the Nigerian National 
Assembly is also not far-
fetched from the ugly 
fruits of  bias against 
women. 

The discussions then 
focused on identifying the 
factors that keep women 
slaves to these biases.

The event was wrapped 
up with an award to some 
notable women who have 
made impacts in their 
various endeavors.

By Grace Ofurum

She stressed that biases rear their heads 
in schools where roles are preserved for 

one gender and the other gender is only 
good to deputise and play second fiddle, 
this makes the environment unhealthy and 

toxic for the gender considered lesser. 
Within the female gender sadly, “we hold so 
much biases that makes us tear each other 

down rather than building each other up 
and supporting each other in a patriarchal 

society such as ours” she stated

The FIDA chairperson Ms. Ndidi Anike 
outlined the biases starting from the 
chief bias of society making it look 

impossible for single women to thrive 
and be successful, she identified that 
asking for 35% affirmative action is a 
bias, as there is no harm in asking for 
a 100% as long as there is capacity 

and confidence to take up these roles, 
gender role stereotyping and men 
abandoning home and childcare 
to women are also fuelled by bias, 

the bias of believing every successful 
woman has slept her way to the top, 

and bias of assuming leadership is 
only for men and women only need 
to deputize and support. The outright 

rejection of 5 gender bills by the 
Nigerian National Assembly is also not 
far-fetched from the ugly fruits of bias 

against women.
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T
he Institute 
of  Peace 
and Conflict 

Resolution (IPCR) 
has tasked Anambra 
communities in 
Ayamelum local 
government area to 
tow the part of  peace 
in resolving its age 
long boundary dispute, 
noted that violence was 
not an option. 

The Local Govern-
ment constituted with 
eight communities; 
Omor, Igbakwu, Anaku, 
Umumbo, Umuerum, 
Ifite-Ogwari, Umueje 
and Omasi, have been 
involved in boundary 
dispute over the years. 
Addressing a stake-
holders’ roundtable on 
the boundary dispute/
conflict between the 
worries communities, 
organized by IPCR, 
the Director General of  
IPCR, Dr. Bakut Tswah 
Bakut, said that the 
stakeholders’ meeting 
become necessary be-
cause of  the recurrent 
nature of  the conflict 
and its changing dy-
namics.

The event which 
took place at GeoGold 
Hotel Awka, on Friday, 
has the presence of  
all the Traditional 
rulers, women leaders, 
Opinion leaders, youth 
leaders, and media, 
among others.

He said the objective 
of  the meeting was 
to fine other natural 
means of  addressing 
the issues.

“The DG lamented 
that the loses in both 
human and material 
resources, as a result 
of  the age long conflict 
that spans over a 100 
years in some cases, 
has been enormous, 
unimaginable and 
embarrassing. “This is 
no longer acceptable, 
hence this very 

enlarged stakeholders 
meeting cutting across 
government officials, 
traditional rulers, 
town union/opinion 
leaders, women 
leaders, youth leaders, 
security agencies and 
other critical agencies 
connected with finding 
solutions to such a 
hydra headed conflict,” 
he said.

The DG pointed out 
that the purpose of  land 
is to use it to take care 
of  the living, adding, 
“Why then should we 
want to die for land 
instead of  using it for 
sustenance?

“Therefore, we must 
be ready to accept the 
principle of  GIVE and 
TAKE. We must be 
ready to accept a little 
bit to the right and a little 
bit to the left. We did 
not create these lands, 
we met it at birth and 
we will leave it behind 
when we die. Therefore, 
killing ourselves for it 

Anambra boundary dispute: 

IPCR demands peaceful resolution 

might just be what the 
Bible call “Vanity upon 
Vanity”.

“Resource control 
has been a very 
important casual factor 
of  conflict, “but in 
the struggle to have 
access and control of  
this scarce resource we 
need not get violence to 
achieve it.

“We need to bring 
our various claims to 
the table for peaceful 
options and resolutions. 
We need not to take 
laws in our hands and 
be the judge in our 
cases.”

It is in respect of  
that we scheduled this 
Conflict Management 
and Resolution 
Workshop and 
Peace Education/
S e n s i t i z a t i o n /
Advocacy and 
M o b i l i z a t i o n 
Campaign. The bottom 
line of  thisconflict is 
boundary, he noted. 

He urged the 

By Ikenna Orioha

communities’ leaders 
to shift their focu s 
on empowering the 
youth and women to 
become economically 
independent and 
progressive minded.

He advised them 
also not to engage 
traditional means 
(juju), to resolved their 
differences. Bakut, 
called on the state 
government to make 
public and implement 
the reports by the various 
affected communities 
and support the 
implementation of  their 
resolve.

The Resource 
Persons, Mrs. Hepzebah 
Achanya and Princess 
Amaka, Uzodinmma, 
urged women to use 
their peace-loving skill 
to assist their husband 
by preaching to their 
children, especially, the 
male folk to resolve 
discrepancies in their 
various communities.

They appealed to 

the traditional rulers 
to engage women on 
markets sensitization.

H o n o u r a b l e 
Benjamin Onyeabor, the 
Ayamelum Transition 
Committee Chairman, 
commend the IPCR, 
for the move to restore 
peace in the Council 
Area. He promised 
to provide relevant 
information to aid the 
Institute investigation.

The Traditional 
ruler of  Igbakwu, Igwe 
Professor Onuora 
Nwuneli, on his 
submission, accused 
Nigeria politicians of  
being behind communal 
crisis across the country.

Chief  Anthony 
Chinedu, the Chairman, 
Ayamelum Leaders of  
Thought, who called 
for demarcation of  
boundary in all the 
worries communities, 
said there is a need to 
accommodate each 
other irrespective of  
religious background 

for peace to be 
sustained.

The President 
General of  Anaku 
community, Chief  
Paul Nwuba, who also 
called for demarcation, 
informed IPCR, that 
his community alone 
lost about ten million 
naira (10,000,000), 
during a communal war 
with Omor neigbouring 
community.

He said the land 
demarcation will bring 
a lasting solution to the 
age long crisis.

The Institute of  
Peace and Conflict 
Resolution (IPCR), 
is a parastatal of  the 
Federal Government 
under the Ministry 
of  Foreign Affairs, 
established in 2000 as 
a research think-tank 
and an intervention 
agency for promoting 
peace, prevent conflict, 
management and 
resolution in Nigeria 
and Africa.

Middle left Igwe Professor Onuora Nwuneli and Dr Bakut Bakut, DG IPCR
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Man in the News

Archbishop Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji

…New  Archbishop of  Owerri Catholic Diocese

…New President, Catholic Bishop Conference of  Nigeria

I
t is always said that a head 
destined for kingship 
shall surely wear the 

crown of  leadership.
Natural law also provides 

that a dedicated worker 
deserves a treasured reward 
in his lifetime.

The above illustrations 
aptly capture the recent 
appointment of  Most 
Reverend Lucius Iwejuru 
Ugorji by His Holiness 
Pope Francis, as the new 
Archbishop of  Owerri 
Catholic Diocese.

Two days after the 
announcement of  his new 
status and office, Archbishop 
Ugorji was elected as the 
new President of  Catholic 
Bishops Conference of  
Nigeria (CBCN).

Archbishop Ugorji is 
to succeed Archbishop 
Anthony Obinna, the fair-
skinned but policy-oriented 
Archbishop of  Owerri 
Diocese, who is retiring 
soon.

His appointment as 
Archbishop was announced 
by His Grace, Archbishop 
Antonio Guido  Fillipazi, 
the Apostolic Nuncio 
to Nigeria, on March 6, 
2022 during the opening 
ceremony of  Catholic 
Bishops Conference of  
Nigeria (CBCN)  meeting.

As shout of  celebrations 
were ringing loud at 
Catholic community in 
Imo, Abia and other parts 
of  the country over the 
development, joyful news 
breezed in that the newly 
appointed Archbishop 
has also been elected as 
the President of  Catholic 
Bishops Conference of  
Nigeria.

His election also took 
place during the Catholic 
Bishops Conference, 
holding in Abuja.

Bishops from far and near 
were placed on Ugorji’s 
head as he was ordained 
as the Catholic Bishop of  
Umuahia Diocese.

From the date of  his 
ordination as the new 
Bishop of  Umuahia, the 
Owerri-born high priest did 
not disappoint God and 
man in the discharge of  his 
duties, taking the Diocese 
he inherited from the Bishop 
emeritus, Nwedo, to a higher 
level.

Under him, new parishes, 
stations, schools, hospitals, 
farms, cottage industries, 
factories were established, 
making the Diocese to 
sit on enviable hill of  

achievements.
The ever smiling and 

fair-skinned man of  God 
was on February 19, 
2018, appointed by Pope 
Francis, as the apostolic 
administrator of  Catholic 
Diocese of  Ahiara.

His appointment brought 
to calm, the turmoil that 
erupted in the Ahiara 
Diocese following the 
appointment of  Bishop 
Ebere Okpaleke, from 
Anambra State as the Bishop 
of  Ahiara.

Many indigenes 
of  Mbaise, including 
the laity, who hitherto 
shunned church activities 
in condemnation of  non-
appointment of  their son 
as their Bishop, gradually 
returned to the worship of  
God, after the assumption 
of  office by Archbishop 
Ugorji.

This responsibility, he 
handled simultaneously 
while still discharging 
his duties as the Catholic 
Bishop of  Umuahia.

Now, with his 
appointment as the new 
Archbishop of  Owerri 
Archdiocese, it is time for 
Most Reverend Ugorji to 
step into the big shoes of  
Most Rev Obinna.

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
channels of  Umuahia 
Catholic Diocese are 
presently adorned with 
litany of  goodwill messages 
from Catholic faithful in the 
Diocese and even those  from 
non-Catholics community.

Former director of  sports 
in Abia State,  Mr Ejikeme 
Ikwunze who is a s  strong 
Catholic, described the 
incoming Archbishop of  
Owerri as “a peace maker”, 
in a heart-felt message to 
Most Reverend Ugorji.

 For the new Archbishop, 
it is welcome to Owerri, his 
home of  homes.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

By his election, 
Archbishop Ugorji is now 
the leader of  all Catholic 
Bishops in Nigeria, a 
powerful organization 
that has always intervened 
against bad political 
leadership and opposed anti-
people policies in Nigeria, 
among other things.

The body usually states 
the position of  the Catholic 
Church on any burning 
issue, whenever it meets.

He is to succeed Most 
Rev Augustine Akubueze, 
who has completed his four 
years tenure.

Also elected to serve 
with Archbishop Ugorji 
are, Archbishop Matthew 
Ndagoso of  Catholic 

Archdiocese of  Kaduna 
(Vice President), Bishop 
Donatus Ogun Osa of  
Uromi Diocese (Secretary), 
Bishop Peter Kayode 
Odetoyinbo of  Abeokuta 
Diocese among others.

Born on January 13, 1952, 
Archbishop Lucius Iwejuru 
Ugorji was ordained a priest 
on 16th April 1977.

As if  he had a covenant 
with the month of  April, 
Ugorji was on April 2, 1990, 
appointed the new Bishop 
of  Umuahia Catholic 
Diocese, to succeed the 
retiring Bishop Anthony 
Gogo Nwedo (of  Blessed 
memory).

On the 1st of  July, 
1990, blessed hands of  

Ugorji

A man of God bags two 
plum jobs in one week
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You’re not a politician, so many 
people will like to know who you 
are?

My name is  Chief  
James Anyaogu, son of  late 
Dr Anyaogu Chukwu of 
Amakwu, Alayi in Bende 
Local Government Area of  
Abia State and I am a Catholic. 
I am an accomplished 
international businessman 
with business interests in 
several countries of  the 
world. I’m happily married to 
Lolo Jane Anyaogu and our 
marriage is blessed with three 
beautiful children.

Is it true that you want to be 
governor of  Abia in 2023? 

What you heard is 
true. I shall contest for the 
governorship position of  Abia 
State in 2023. I am contesting 
and I am contesting to win.

Why do you want to be governor, 
I mean what motivated you to 
contest? 

My motivation to contest 
stems from the pains Abians 
are subjected to by the 
successive governments. 
Having made an indelible 
mark in the private sector, 
I want to replicate it in the 
public sector by transforming 
Abia State and giving the 
people a government that 
shall truly be theirs. Travelling 
the state on consultation 
with my exploratory team, I 
have heard Abians say they 
are tired of  politicians who 
promise them heaven on earth 
and never deliver. And, who 
only tell them whom they are 
against and why they should 
vote against someone. Abians 
I know would want to vote for 
something and someone of  
their choice. 

So, let me tell you what 
I am for: I am for total 
reform, real positive change, 
growth and safety. I am for 
standardized education and 

applicable healthcare. I am 
for keeping our obligation and 
our promises, and in doing 
that, I will ensure that salaries, 
pensions and gratuities are 
paid as and when due. In 
summary, I am for purposeful 
leadership because Abia 
deserves the best.

The Abians aren’t new to seeing 
new faces aiming to be governor, 
they’ll however want to know 
if  you’re truly serious or will 
you disappear when the heat is 
intensied?

I am not like the past 
persons you talked about 
who chickened out when it 
get tough. I am a different 
person altogether. I am not a 
politician so to say. I am just 
an ordinary Abia man who 
volunteered himself  to serve 
his people. What I am asking 
the good people of  Abia 
State is to trust me with their 
mandate for a constitutional 
period of  four years. 

What will you make your 
priorities if  elected? 

First, we will start with the 
healthcare sector, where we 
will make the story of  Abia 
State change.  Secondly, the 
narrative in Abia State as it 
concerns dilapidated, poor, 
and deathtraps on our roads 
must be changed. Again the 
story of  when civil servants 
in Abia would work and their 
salaries would be hard to come, 
is going to be a thing of  the 
past. The scenario where our 
senior citizens or better known 
as pensioners, whose pensions 
and gratuities are owed for 
years, need to change. 

Going further, our farmers 
with no fertilizer, tractors and 
other farm equipment need 
to be attended to. Mostly, the 
youths will not be left out as 
there will be programmes 
that will make them be fully 
engaged. In fact, what I am 
going to do in Abia State is to 

Abia State for this mandate. 
Dedicated men who are 
working tirelessly to ensure 
that our dream and aspiration 
come true in 2023 for the 
benefit of  Abians. Then, if  
you are talking about political 
parties, I want the voters 
to concentrate more on my 
personality, the quality of  
candidate I am and what 
I am going to bring to the 
state, rather than the party as 
many people are becoming 
more interested in the 
person than party. After my 
consultations, I will announce 
the political party when the 
time comes as permitted by 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
timetable.

 Here, politics is not done 
without the issue of  godfathers, 
so who’s your godfather? 

Godfather? I do not have 
any godfather. However, my 
godfathers are the ordinary 
Abians whose pensions 
and gratuities are not paid, 
the ordinary Abians whose 
salaries are not paid, our 
gallant youths who by the 
way are not lazy but lack 
opportunities and support by 

the state government. The 
ordinary Abians who are into 
SMEs but with no government-
facilitated soft loans for their 
SMEs to thrive, the ordinary 
Abians who are farmers but 
unable to bring their farm 
produce to the cities because 
there are no motorable roads, 
ordinary Abians who are being 
deprived of  their rights to 
smoothly run their businesses.  
Going further, the ordinary 
Abians who do not have access 
to basic healthcare maybe 
because there’s no functional 
government healthcare centre 
in their villages. These people 
are my godfathers and I am 
comfortable having them as 
such. These are the people 
I am going to serve in their 
interest if  I become governor 
of  Abia in 2023.

If  you are governor today, what 
sectors of  the Abia economy will 
attract your attention more? 

Abia is both a commercial 
and an agrarian state. For 
businesses to thrive in a 
state like ours the enabling 
environment needs to be 
created and such includes 
good road networks which 
unfortunately Abia lacks. The 
power sector is very critical and 

shall be given due attention 
within the extant laws 
available for a state governor. 
Provisions shall be made to 
help Abia farmers increase 
their farm produce. These 
provisions include financial 
grants and accessible soft 
loans, fertilizers, tractors, and 
other needed farm equipment.

Small and Medium Scale 
Enterprises (SMEs) shall be 
attended to by availing them 
of  government grants and 
soft-loans for their growth, 
while equally ensuring that 
vocational/skill acquisition 
programs are occasionally run 
for Abia youths. Education, 
research, and development 
shall be given proper attention.  
Abians deserve a governor 
who will fight and win for 
them, not handpicked who 
only serves special interests. 
Abians deserve a governor 
who will stand up for the 
rights to life, liberty, religion, 
opportunities and happiness. 
Someone who will stand up 
for their safety and all other 
rights as enshrined in the 
Constitution and as ordained 
by God. You see, it does not 
matter if  you are from a big 
city, a suburb or an agrarian 
community, I will be governor 
for all Abians.

Pains of Abians, reason for joining 
guber race - Anyaogu
C

hief  James Anyaogu from Amakwu, Alayi in 
Bende Local Government Area of  Abia State. He 
is an international businessman. In this interview 

with News Echo he gives reasons why he wants to be 
governor of  Abia State and what he can do if  given the 
mandate to serve the people of  the state.

Interview

reposition, redevelop 
and place her on a 
pedestal worthy of  
good reference than 
what is happening in 
Ebonyi state in terms 
of  infrastructural 
development. My 
project redemption for 
Abia is destined to be 
Great. 

Are you sure you 
have the structure and 
platform to pursue your 
ambition? 

Yes, I have a solid 
political structure that 
has been constituted 
across the 17 Local 
Government Areas of  Anyaogu



By Ikenna Orioha

News Analysis
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Climate Change: Engineers 
caution against environmental 
degradation, food scarcity

A
s climate change 
or global warming 
becomes an issue 

to the environment in Imo 
State, depleting the ozone 
layer, killing aquatic beings 
and decreasing agricultural 
production with resultant 
effects of  food insufficiency 
and heat stress, engineers 
have cautioned against 
environmental degradation.

They called on the 
people especially those 
who live at coastal areas 
to be mindful of  things or 
debris they throw into the 
river or erecting structures 
near or across watershed to 
preserve the environment 
or river in order to have 
food security in Imo State 
at all time.

The environment 
engineers gave the warning 
during the 3rd Public 
L e c t u r e / F e l l o w s h i p 
Conferment and Induction 
Ceremony organized by 
the Nigerian Institute of  
Water Engineers, Imo 
State chapter, held at the 
Fullmoon Hotel, Owerri, 
last week.

In a lecture with the 
topic: “Role of  Integrated 
Water Resources Manage-
ment for Food Security in a 
Changing Climate”, Engr. 
Dr. Herbert Nwoke, from 
Federal University of  Tech-
nology (FUTO), advised 
that people should change 
the way they manage the 
environment and water to 
preserve them. 

“We have to maintain 
clean environment 
and stop destroying 
the environment. As 
integrated water resources 
increases surplus water for 
agricultural production, 
promotes healthy living, 
increases the economy and 
strengthens development, 
government should make 
good legislation that can 
strengthen the preservation 
of  the environment and the 
water resources. Human 
activity had been primary 
challenge which affects the 
environment negatively 
and the effects on water 
may be static (stagnant). 
Climate Change also 
increases disease. Water 
is a determining factor 

in agriculture. The poor 
management of  water 
resources jeopardizes 
agric production in certain 
periods”, Nwoke stressed.

Contributing, an 
Erosion Control Expert 
and a Consultant with 
the Worldbank, Engr. Dr. 
Luke Uzoigwe, posited 
that Climate Change can 
be effectively managed if  
adequate measures are put 
in place by government.

Uzoigwe averred 
that when government 
puts adequate measures 
in place to preserve the 
environment, there will be 
enough water resources 
to boost agriculture for 
surplus food, as well as 
sustain aquatic beings and 
the ozone layer.

According to the former 
Chairman of  Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU), Imo State 
University Owerri chapter 
and a Fellow of  Nigerian 
Society of  Engineers, 
“Climate Change can be 
effectively managed by 
government if  government 
is serious to environmental 
preservation. No one can 
predict Climate Change in 
variation as water resources 
is happening underground 
and it is everywhere and 
what we get at the end is 
variation. Pollution must 

continue if  nothing happens 
to stop it. We have to see the 
difference between what we 
are anticipating and what 
we anticipated”.

A Civil Engineer, 
specializing on Erosion, 
Monitoring and Control 
Division, Department of  
Erosion, Flood and Coastal 
Zone Management with 
the Federal Ministry of  
Environment, Abuja, Engr. 
Damian Peter, posited 
that the Fellowship Award 
would influence engineers 
more to do their best to get 
to the peak of  their career 
especially in helping to 
preserve the environment 
and sustain water and 
creatures living in it for a 
healthy society.

With the Managing 
Director, Anambra Imo 
River Basin Development 
Authority, Engr. Gerald 
Osuagwu, assuring that 
the Fellowship Award on 
him and others will spur 
them more to work for 
the good of  the people 
by providing measures to 
keep the environment alive. 
Although he reiterated that 
the climate change cannot 
be ruled out from occurring 
as it is natural.

“You cannot stop 
climate change, but you 
can manage it. It has come 
to stay. We can ameliorate 

the effect through 
environmental practices 
control to preserve gas 
emission and again by 
going green. That is why 
the issue of  solar is now 
invoke as against the use of  
generator- generator burns 
fossil fuel which also affects 
the climate. The smoke 
depletes the ozone layer, 
but with renewable energy, 
we can ameliorate the effect 
of  damage. Government 
has a role to play in this 
regard by sensitizing the 
people to make them aware 
of  the adverse effects of  
climate change for them to 
imbibe good practices on 
the environment and the 
water resources”.

Just as Rector, Federal 
Polytechnic, Nekede, 
Owerri, Engr. Dr. Michael 
Chidiebere Arimanwa, 
who was conferred 
Fellowship of  the institute, 
said water is obviously 
important, “it is important 
to conserve water by 
avoiding environmental 
degradation. And the 
Polytechnic Nekede Owerri 
will continue to play 
positive part to conserving 
the environment”.

The Imo State chapter 
Chairman of  the Nigerian 
Institute of  Water 
Engineers, Engr. Emeka 
Ugoanyanwu, reflected 

that Water Engineers 
have been able to link the 
unavailability of  food to 
human beings to the issue 
of  water resources, because 
we need water for irrigation, 
for agriculture apart from 
human consumption.

The Managing 
Director/Chief  Executive 
Officer, Imo State Water 
Corporation and Sewerage, 
said the “planet earth 
has gone through a lot 
of  devastation: volcanic 
eruption, landslide, 
erosion, earthquake and 
climate change. Research is 
saying that the next major 
devastation the planet earth 
will suffer will not come 
from natural disaster, but 
from human beings who 
live on this planet because 
we are exploiting the earth 
as if  we have another 
planet where we are going 
to run to...our people think 
that underground water 
resources which is accessed 
through their borehole is 
different from the river and 
these are connected and the 
moment you destroy the 
river, your underground 
water resources is also 
destroyed immediately. 
That is what the engineers 
are trying to do- to trigger 
advocacy”.

However, Ugoanyanwu 
outlined that the way 

Nigerian Institute of Water Engineers during the 3rd Public Lecture, held at the Fullmoon Hotel, Owerri, last week.

forward to mitigate the 
global garming is to avoid 
environmental pollution 
and food scarcity. “There 
is need for paradigm shift. 
People should deemphasize 
profit; stop throwing 
rubbish into the river. 
Let people change and 
desist from destroying our 
watershed and polluting 
the environment, we must 
think of  this planet earth 
by preserving it and having 
food security”.

He noted that the Fel-
lowship Conferment on 
21 engineers by the insti-
tute under his leadership is 
aimed at appreciating their 
contributions to effective 
environmental manage-
ment, as well as encour-
age them (and the younger 
ones) on the development 
of  water resources control.

Earlier, the National 
Chairman, Nigerian 
Institute of  Water 
Engineers, Engr. Chinyere 
Nnenna Igwe, who thanked 
the invitees and inductees 
for gracing the ceremony, 
urged engineers to continue 
to work with government 
and other relevant bodies 
or stakeholders towards 
preserving the environment, 
as well as keeping water 
resources safe while 
effectively managing the 
Global Warming.



Ohanaeze, Afenifere 
warn against further 
detention of Kanu

News

Soludo presents Anambra Vision 2070
development report to Obiano
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he incoming Gov-
ernor of  Anam-
bra State Professor 

Chukwuma Soludo, has 
presented the Anambra 
Vision 2070 development 
report to Governor Willie 
Obiano.

The report was present-
ed during the Valedictory 
Session of  Anambra State 
Executive Council Meet-
ing, held at the Interna-
tional Convention Center 
in Awka, on Thursday 
evening.

Presenting the report, 
Professor Soludo who 
thanked the Governor and 
members of  the executive 
for serving Anambra State, 
described the Convention 
Center as a peculiar and 
outstanding project, con-
gratulating members of  
executive for their contri-
bution as the results are ev-
ident which portrays a lot 
about the destination of  the 
state.

While stating that it is a 
continuing administration, 
Professor Soludo thanked 
the Governor for his over-
whelming support during 
the election, saying that 
they need everybody’s sup-
port to succeed.

He said that the report 
is complete document, 
though it is a work in pro-
gress because there are 
aspects that need to be 

added. While stating that 
what makes the document 
outstanding is ownership 
because it is an Anambra 
plan rather than a govern-
ment plan, having made ex-
tensive consultations, Pro-
fessor Soludo thanked the 
members both constituted 
and co-opted.

He assured that the imple-
mentation will begin with 
the next administration. 
Accepting and adopting the 
report, Governor Obiano 
pointed out that it took thir-
ty months to be delivered 
as part of  the delay was 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, noting that he followed 
through the process.

He said that the report 
is a stepping stone for suc-
cessive administrations in 
the state, expressing hap-
piness that his administra-
tion was able to achieve the 
report. Governor Obiano 
who re-assured that the 
transition will be seamless, 
emphasized that they will 
ensure that the in-coming 
administration will not ex-
perience any challenge.

The in-coming Depu-
ty Governor Dr. Onyek-
achukwu Ibezim and the 
Commissioner for Housing, 
Engr. Michael Okonkwo, 
were also present at the cer-
emony.

He disclosed that Rev. 
Eboh, also shamefully 
resigned because of  his 
involvement in sexual 
misconduct, voodooism, 
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2023 Enugu guber: Youths urge open race 
for credible Nkanu candidates
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Y
ouths under the 
auspices of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone 

stakeholders have called for 
an open contest for all cred-
ible and competent candi-
dates from the zone in the 
forthcoming 2023 guber-
natorial election in Enugu 
State. This was contained in 
a communiqué issued at the 
end of  an Expanded Youth 
Stakeholders’ Meeting in 
Enugu on Thursday.

The statement said that 
the youths criticised the 
clamour by certain local 
government areas in the 
zone to be considered for 
the governorship position 
on the basis of  underdevel-
opment or backwardness. It 
urged Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi to choose a compe-
tent successor from Nkanu 
land irrespective of  which 

local government the per-
son comes from.

It noted that the forma-
tion of  different groups by 
local governments in the 
zone, all aimed at securing 
the slot for their local gov-
ernment was an unneces-
sary disuniting factor which 
could work against the in-
terest of  the entire Nkanu 
nation.

The communique reads 
in part: “Youths of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone hereby 
appeal to our dear governor, 
Gov. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to 
choose and support any 
credible, competent and ca-
pable Nkanu man irrespec-
tive of  his local government 
of  origin as his successor.

“We agreed to unite un-
der the Nwa Nkanu umbrel-
la and hereby condemn in 
strong terms every other lo-
cal government based move-
ment or any consultations 
clamouring for their indi-

vidual interests such as Ka 
Isi Uzo Jee, Ka Nkanu West 
Jee, Ka Enugu East Jee, Ka 
Nkanu East Jee, Ka Enugu 
South Jee, Ka Enugu North 
Jee, etc. “As they are only di-
viding us instead of  uniting 
the sons and daughters of  
Nkanu land towards a col-
lective Nwa Nkanu Agenda. 
“Nkanu Youths are aware of  
very few saboteurs betraying 
the collective interest of  our 
nation, we hereby call on the 
“very few” to retrace, else be 
prepared to face the music of  
thousands of  Nkanu youths.

“We are also conscious of  
some desperate politicians 
and their political jobbers 
trying to induce chaos and 
instability in Enugu State by 
their failed bid to truncate 
the zoning arrangement. 
“We hereby warn them to 
wake up from the feverish 
dream as any further under-
taking will be fiercely resist-
ed. “We thank Ndi Enugu 

Newly inducted members with Vehicle Inspection Ofcers (VIOs) of  the Anambra State Command.

handedness, harassment, 
conspiracy, character defa-
mation against the House 
of  God.

He resigned also because 
he (Bishop Nwokolo) insist-
ing that Eboh shoud include 
his wife as trustee of  his 
ministry. And he has been 
fraudening the Church on it 
landed property. The consti-
tution of  the Diocese is firm 
on the fact that every priest 
with any call will conduct 
same in line with the pro-
visions therein contained . 
There is no provision in the 
constitution for a priest to 

State for keeping faith with 
the government of  Enu-
gu State. “Nkanu nation 
assures them that we the 
Nkanu youths will work 
with like-minded personal-
ities in the state to ensure 
that a competent Nkanu 
man emerges as Enugu state 
governor come next year,” 
he said.

It added that it was no 
longer in doubt that the gov-
ernorship slot, based on the 
rotation principle which has 
endured in Enugu State, had 
gone full swing and now the 
turn of  Enugu East Senato-
rial zone to take the posi-
tion.

The communiqué was 
signed by the National Pres-
ident, Nkanu Youths, Mr 
Maduabuchi Edeani; the 
Concerned Igbo Stakehold-
ers Forum, Mr Chukwuma 
Oklenwa and National Sec-
retary, Nkanu Youths, Mr 
Columbus Iloka, among 
others.

T
he Southern and Mid-
dle Belt Leaders’ Fo-
rum, or SMBLF, has 

urged for Nnamdi Kanu, a 
pro-Biafra activist, to be re-
leased.

The SMBLF said that 
Kanu’s extended detention 
was a clear example of  the 
federal government’s double 
standards.

Kanu’s continued incar-
ceration and prosecution, ac-
cording to the organization, 
is provocative, while Boko 
Haram terrorists receive pref-
erential treatment.

After a meeting in Abu-

ja, the leaders of  Yoruba’s 
Afenifere, Igbo’s Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, the Middle Belt Fo-
rum, and the Pan Niger Del-
ta Forum jointly endorsed a 
communiqué.

“The continued detention 
and trial of  Nnamdi Kanu 
on terrorism and treasonable 
felony charges while known 
Boko Haram terrorists are 
given VIP treatment and 
hosted in Government Hous-
es is not only provocative and 
perfidious, but also a bizarre 
double standard on the part 
of  the Nigerian State,” the 
communique reads in part.

“In the national interest, we 
urge Nnamdi Kanu’s imme-
diate release, as well as an end 
to any further persecution of  
Sunday Igboho, who is now 
on conditional parole in the 
Benin Republic.”

Kanu has been locked up 
by the Department of  State 
Services, DSS, since June 
2021.

register a parallel Church 
whilst serving the Church. 
Therefore, his allegations 
are dead on arrival. On the 
issue of  high-handedness, 
harassment, conspiracy and 
character defamation, this 
is not true. The Bishop on 
the Niger is besieged with 
lots of  petitions against Lu-
men Kristi Eboh. All the 
petitions bothers on acts of  
impropriety and unwhole-
some conduct not expected 
of  a priest. He was invited to 
attend to the serious allega-
tions. He ran away.

Again, several petitions 

were written by well mean-
ing female organisations 
and lawyers. One of  the 
petitions was written by the 
law Zoomers,a firm of  Le-
gal Practitioners. Needless 
to say that again, he refused 
to make himself  available to 
answer to the Petition. I shall 
snap the petition for your pe-
rusal and guidance on how 
laughable his complaints 
are. The man is accusing the 
office of  the Bishop and also 
his wife and that is an indi-
cation that the Bishop or the 
Diocese is not his problem, 
we cannot join issues with 

him because he has a lot of  
problem already from his 
home front. The Director of  
Communications, Diocese 
on the Niger, Sir. Oselloka 
Offoh, who also spoke, said 
no one is preventing Rev. 
Eboh resignations, he is free 
to decides what he want, 
notwithstanding, he should 
stop misinforming the pub-
lic and kindly own up to 
his atrocities. Let the gen-
eral public beware of  such 
person who has betrayed 
his vows during ordination. 
May God help and show 
him mercy, he stated.
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I was responsible for Umahi’s
court removal - Wike
R

ivers State Gov-
ernor, Nyesom 
Wike, has urged 
the Ebonyi State 

Governor, David Umahi, 
to return the mandate he 
got on the platform of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party.

He said it was rather un-
fortunate that instead of  
seeking to appeal the judg-

ment of  the Abuja High 
Court, which sacked him, 
Umahi made a reckless 
statement attacking the 
judge.

Wike said this at the inau-
guration of  the Eastern By-
pass Road in Port Harcourt 
on Saturday, according to 
a statement by his Special 
Assistant on Media, Kelvin 

Soludo’s Victor Under 17 Inter Local Government Football Championship.

Anambra FRSC tasks Onitsha Unit,
Drivers License office on ethics, 
assures of govt support
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra Sector 
Commander, Federal 
Road Safety Corps, 

Commander Adeoye A Ire-
lewuyi on friday paid a su-
pervisory visits RS5.31 Onit-
sha Unit Command, and the 
Drivers License Center Onit-
sha was visited on sunday.

Sector Public Education 
Officer of  the Command, 
DRC Magaret Onabe made 
this known to newsmen dur-
ing the weekend.

Welcoming them, Unit 
Commander Onitsha ACC 
ENYIA KEKONG, com-
mended officers and Men of  
the Command on their dili-
gence in carrying out their 
duties; He reminded them on 
the aim of  creating the Com-

mand which is as a result of  
the Economic and Social 
importance of  the bridge. 
He admonished Officers and 
Men of  the Command to 
Carry out their duties with 
full diligence so the bridge 
economy will not be affect-
ed, be security conscious and 
to be at alert always.

Howver, Commander 
Adeoye A Irelewuyi assured 
them of  management sup-
port when the job is done 
correctly. 

While directing that Pub-
lic enlightenment on Speed, 
Overloading, Mechanical 
Deficiency (MDV) should 
increase to create more 
awareness on the dangers 
associated with the traffic of-
fences, and effectively use the 
radar guns to intensify speed 
violations enforcement. 

Ebiri.
The Rivers governor stat-

ed, “Look at a governor 
making a reckless statement 
simply because a judge 
made a judgment according 
to his own opinion, which 
you are entitled to appeal 
up to the Supreme Court.

“You have called some-
body a thief  in the market 
and you’re saying I’m sorry. 
It is late. That your sorry, 
we the members of  the pub-
lic, we don’t take it.”

The governor said it was 
the first time in Nigeria’s 
political history that the 

defection of  a governor to 
another party was being 
contested in court.

He opined that the de-
cision of  the PDP to chal-
lenge the defection of  Uma-
hi and others elected on its 
platform should be seen as a 
clear example of  what was 
required to strengthen de-
mocracy.

Wike said, “It was we 
members of  the PDP who 
took Governor Umahi to 
court to demand the man-
date of  the party from him.

“If  our party had done 
this earlier when people 

President Buhari commissions 
Acharaubo Farm in Imo 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

S
hared Prosperity ad-
ministration of  His 
Excellency the Dis-

tinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has yet again, 
proven his dedication and 
commitment in his indus-
trialization policy in Imo 
State through economic 
diversification into Agri-
culture as he commissions 
the Acharaubo Farm Es-
tate today, at Emekuku 
in Owerri North Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State. The Project which 
is in partnership with the 
National Agricultural 
Land Development Au-
thority (NALDA), a Fed-
eral Government agency, 

is and investment of  the 
State that had been aban-
doned for over 30 years 
now.

With over 35 hectares 
of  land, the Acharaubo 
Farm Estate currently has 
six poultry houses with 18 
pens that contain about 
10,000 birds, three goat 
houses with 196 goats, 
three pig houses contain-
ing 108 pigs, three so-
lar-powered boreholes, 
access roads and drainage, 
as well as solar-powered 
street lights. 

Just like other NALDA 
farm estates, the target of  
the Acharaubo Farm Es-
tate is to create job oppor-
tunities for the youths and 
women of  the community. 
This and other endeavors 

were leaving in the Nation-
al Assembly, we wouldn’t 
have had the problem we 
are having today.

 “That is one of  the prob-
lems of  party leadership. 
People cannot come out and 
take the bull by the horns. 
So, Governor Umahi, be 
assured that the PDP will 
continue this matter down 
to the Supreme Court. We 
will continue with the mat-
ter.”

He said it was no longer 
acceptable that someone 
would win an election and 
defect with the victory to 

another party for fear of  
escaping visitation by the 
Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission.

The governor stated, 
“You carry the votes of  an-
other party and join anoth-
er party. Can you transfer 
votes? You work hard for 
somebody to win an elec-
tion and tomorrow, the per-
son says I have defected.

“If  you have defected, 
leave the seat if  you know 
it’s easy. And this will 
check most of  these politi-
cal harlots, who will never 
sit in one place.”

Gunmen attack another
funeral in Anambra,
kidnap one

G
unmen, on Friday, 
attacked venue of  
a burial ceremony 

in Ndingbu village, Nnewi 
South Local Government 
Area. It was not clear, how-
ever, who was being buried, 
but it was gathered that the 
gunmen targeted vigilante 
operatives who were at the 
ceremony to provide securi-
ty. Sources said the gunmen 
also went to Utuh commu-
nity in the same Local Gov -
ernment Area, where they 
also attacked an office used 
by vigilante operatives, set-
ting it ablaze and also ab-
ducting one person.

Though details of  the at-
tacks are still sketchy, the 
State Police Command’s 
Spokesperson, DSP Too-
chukwu Ikenga confirmed 
the incident.

Ikenga said the Commis-
sioner of  Police, CP Echeng 
Echeng has ordered man-
hunt on the armed men.

He said the operatives 
ordered to go against the 
gunmen include Police Mo-

bile Force, Counter Terrorist 
unit, Special forces and oth-
ers, who he said are already 
in the area, and that normal-
cy had been restored, while 
operation was still going on.

He said: “Although no 
notification was given to the 
Police about the planned 
burial, but information 
reveals that the Vigilante 
groups where invited.

“Further details received 
showed that the miscreants 
arrived the ceremony and 
started shooting sporadical-
ly in an attempt to disarm 
the vigilante operatives.

“In another development, 
the hoodlums also attacked 
Utuh Viligante office, ab-
ducted one of  the members 
of  staff  and set the Viligante 
Operation vehicle on fire.”

The Command, however, 
assured that the police and 
other security agents are 
firm in providing security 
services in the State, while 
also urging residents of  the 
area to help the police with 
information that will aid the 
ongoing operation.

of  the Imo State Govern-
ment in economic diversi-
fication into Agriculture, 
would no doubt comple-
ment existing State policy 
on Agriculture and boost 
economic activities in the 
State.

Speaking during the 
inauguration, the Chief  
Executive of  NALDA, 
Prince Paul Ikonne, com-
mended the Imo State 
Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for partnering 
with the agency in this un-
precedented achievement 
which would in turn create 
employment for the host 
communities and the State 
at large. On the same note, 
it was made clear that the 
President has approved 
an investment of  N18 bil-

lion in the reactivation of  
Songhai Farm Project in 
Imo State. The industrial-
ization drive of  the Shared 
Prosperity administration 
is gradually gaining mo-
mentum with these monu-
mental records in Agricul-
tural investments.

His Excellency, the Dis-
tinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma expressed ap-
preciation, on behalf  of  
the State, to His Excellen-
cy President Muhammadu 
Buhari for aiding the har-
nessing of  great Agricul-
tural potentials in the State 
towards economic growth.

 The Governor reassured 
the people of  Imo State, 
his administration’s con-
tinued strive for a better 
Imo State.

... FG approves N18b investment in the reactivation of  Songhai Farm
in Imo State - Uzodinma
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How an Indian labourer became
a YouTube star
A 

daily wage labourer 
from India’s Orissa 
state turned to You-
Tube after work dried 

up during the Covid lockdown 
- now, he is a social media star. 
BBC’s Sandeep Sahu reports.

When Isak Munda uploaded 
his first YouTube video in March 
2020, he was desperate. A na-
tionwide lockdown imposed to 
curb Covid had brought India 
- and the construction industry 
that employed him - to a halt. 
It left workers like him, who 
earned a daily wage, struggling 
for a living.

His children were watching a 
cartoon on YouTube when Mr 
Munda overheard an advertise-
ment on how people could earn 
money from the platform by up-
loading videos.

Why not try it, he thought to 
himself  - he didn’t have anything 
to lose. So, he scoured YouTube 
videos for tips and began with 
simple food videos.

In his first video, Mr Munda 
sits with a full plate of  food - rice, 
dal, greens, a tomato and a chi-
li - which he finishes in silence 
after greeting viewers. It didn’t 
take off  like he had hoped.

“For about a week, no-one 
watched my video. I was dis-
heartened,” he says.

He decided to give it another 
shot - he returned to YouTube 
for help and found that many 
creators also promoted their vid-
eos on other social platforms.

“I opened an account on 
Facebook and shared my videos 
there. This time, it worked - 10, 
12 people watched my videos.”

Soon, he had his first viral 
video in which he relishes basi 
pakhala, a fermented rice dish 
popular in Orissa.

“It got me over 20,000 sub-
scribers in a few days. People 
from all over the world - the US, 
Brazil, Mongolia - watched it,” 

UK to host Baltic, Nordic leaders
to find new ways to isolate Russia

B
ritish Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson will host 
leaders from countries 
along Russia’s north-

western flank next week to dis-
cuss ways they can respond to 
President Vladimir Putin’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine, including find-
ing new ways to isolate Russia’s 
economy.

The leaders from countries in 
the Joint Expeditionary Force, a 
British-led grouping made up of  
Denmark, Estonia, Finland and 
Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands, Norway, and Swe-
den will meet for talks in Lon-

don on Tuesday.
The leaders are expected to 

agree to more military exercises 
in the North Atlantic and Bal-
tic Sea and will discuss the war 
in Ukraine and energy security, 
Johnson’s office said.

“European security has been 
shaken by the attack of  Russia 
on Ukraine, and alongside our 
partners, we will take action to 
ensure we emerge stronger and 
more united than before,” John-
son said in a statement.

“Ensuring we are resilient to 
Putin’s threats needs to go be-
yond our military footing - to-

Mr Munda’s wife and children often feature in his videos.

gether alongside our North and 
Baltic Sea partners we must en-
sure we are insulated from Rus-

he recalls.
It’s all the encouragement he 

needed.
Two years on, Mr Munda’s 

channel - Isak Munda Eating - 
has more than 800,000 subscrib-
ers and his videos have been 
watched more than a 100 mil-
lion times. Mr Munda himself  is 
now visibly comfortable in front 
of  the camera as he hosts village 
“chicken parties” and forages 
for mushrooms with his family.

Last year, he was praised by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in his monthly radio show for 
“blending culture and cuisine” 
to become an “internet sensa-
tion”.

“I was over the moon, and my 
subscriptions went up,”an ec-
static Mr Munda says.

Mr Munda’s videos fall into 
the “mukbang” genre of  You-

Tube videos - people eat huge 
amounts of  food, sometimes 
speaking to their viewers as they 
do it.

The trend started around 2010 
in South Korea and Japan, and 
then spread around the world. 
Millions subscribe to popular 
mukbang channels, including 
MaddyEats from India.

The genre’s fans say they like 
playing mukbang videos in the 
background while they eat, es-
pecially if  they are eating alone 
- they say it makes them feel less 
lonely.

But Mr Munda didn’t know 
any of  this when he began post-
ing. He just went through differ-
ent categories of  videos before 
settling on food, which he knew 
he could cook with his wife’s 
help.

“I thought viewers would be 

interested in seeing what our 
lives look like through food,” he 
says.

And YouTube was his teacher 
- it’s where he researched what 
camera to buy, how to shoot and 
edit videos, and even the recipes 
for the dishes he wanted to film 
himself  eating. He withdrew 
3,000 rupees ($39; £30) from his 
savings - a hefty sum for him - 
and purchased a smart phone 
to make videos. He paid the full 
amount in instalments.

He didn’t finish school and 
knew little English. But he 
taught himself  to use email, 
and social media to spread the 
word about his channel. He also 
learnt to use Google translate to 
add subtitles to his videos.

The first video is just him eat-
ing his lunch, filmed in a single 
take. “Hello, friends,” he says in 

Hindi. “I’m about to eat what 
you see on this plate”. After ex-
plaining what it is, he relishes 
his meal.

But by February 2022 the 
videos are different. He doesn’t 
shoot every meal or every day - 
instead he chooses special occa-
sions, such as a village party.

Indians from everywhere com-
ment on his videos, comparing 
the food he is eating to what’s 
cooked in their homes.

Many admire how he shared 
his life with no artifice. “Their 
community feasting looks like 
so much fun,” writes one view-
er, and another says, “He actu-
ally knows the value of  food and 
how to respect it”.

Over time, Mr Munda’s rep-
ertoire has expanded. From 
home-cooked close to his heart, 
he’s moved on to taking requests 
from his followers to cook and 
eat different dishes. The north-
ern Indian staple, aloo parathas, 
or potato-stuffed flatbreads, and 
the Indian take on chow mein, 
have made an appearance.

Food challenges are also a 
part of  the menu - in a rice eat-
ing challenge, he cooked the rice 
over a fire in the ground and 
then enjoyed it with his family.

“We still eat simple food 
everyday,” he says, although 
they can afford to eat meat more 
frequently now.

When he worked as a dai-
ly wage labourer, Mr Munda 
earned around 250 rupees a day, 
for 18 to 20 days of  work in a 
month. This was barely enough 
for a comfortable living for a 
family of  six, and his parents.

As his channel grew popular, 
Mr Munda’s income jumped to 
around 300,000 rupees a month.

sia’s interference and impact on 
our energy supplies, economy 
and values.”

Britain has imposed sanctions 
on hundreds of  Russian individ-
uals and entities, promised to 
phase out Russian oil imports 
and banned Russian companies 
from raising debt and equity in 
its financial centre.

Boris Johnson, British PM.



Cr   me Watch

h e  G e n e r a l  TOverseer of  Christ 
L i v i n g  H o p e  

Church, Rev. Ugochukwu 
Emmanuel Ekwem, has 
been arrested by operatives 
of  the National Drug Law 
Enforcement  Agency  
(NDLEA) with 54 sticks of  
drugs wrapped around his 
body.

News Echo gathered 
that  the pastor was nabbed 
on Monday, at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport in Ikeja, Lagos 
State on his way to a three-
week crusade in Nairobi, 
Kenya.

Confirming the arrest 
in a statement on Sunday, 
NDLEA's spokesperson, 
Femi Babafemi said,  
“Ugochukwu who has his 
church headquarters in 
Isuaniocha, Mgbakwu 
road,  Awka area  o f  
Anambra State and two 
other branches in Lagos 
and Abuja, was arrested 
d u r i n g  t h e  o u t w a r d  
clearance of  passengers on 
Ethiopian Airlines flight to 
Nairobi via Addis Ababa.

When tested, the 54 
sticks proved positive to 
cannabis. The clergyman 

development, a 63-year-old 
Vincent Obimma was on 
Friday 11th March arrested 
with 350grams of  cocaine 
and 150grams of  heroin by 
NDLEA operatives at a park 
in the Apapa seaport corridor 
in Lagos. The drugs were 
hidden in industrial torch 
packets heading to Kano, 
Kano state. 

“Meanwhile, a drug 
dealer in Kaduna state, James 
Okenwa has been arrested in 
a follow-up operation at 
Central Market, Kaduna. He 
admitted the ownership of  
1,807 bottles of  cough syrup 
with codeine that were earlier 
recovered from two suspects 
at tollgate. At the point of  his 
arrest, another 152 bottles of  
the drug were recovered from 

c o n f e s s e d  d u r i n g  
preliminary interview that 
he packed that quantity of  
illicit substance on his body 
to use during his three 
weeks crusade in Kenya.”

The statement read, 
“On the same day, another 
passenger,  Nnakeanyi 
Chukwuka King who 
arrived the airport on 
Ethiopian Airlines flight 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil via 
A d d i s  A b a b a  w a s  
intercepted during the 
inward  c l ea rance  o f  
passengers at the E-Arrival 
Hall of  the MMIA. During 
a search of  his luggage, 
for ty (40) parcels of  
Cocaine concealed inside 
bottles of  body cream with 
a gross weight of  9.70kg 
were recovered from the 
suspect. 

“Three days later, 
Wednesday 9th March, 
another passenger on 
Ethiopian Airlines flight to 
Italy, Mr. Edo Blessing was 
i n t e r c e p t e d  a t  t h e  
Departure Hall of  the 
airport with 2, 090 tablets 
of  Tramadol 225mg and 
F l u n i t r a z e p a m .  T h e  
suspect who hails from Edo 
state but lives in Italy 
claimed ownership of  the 
recovered psychotropic 
substances. 

“Also on the same day, 

his vehicle. He has accepted 
ownership of  all the 1,959 
bottles of  codeine syrup. 

“In Yobe state, two fake 
security agents: Akalonu 
Justin and Azimbi Festus 
who were coming from 
Onitsha and heading to 
Maiduguri, Borno state have 
been arrested with 25 blocks 
of  Cannabis Sativa weighing 
12 .5kg and 1, 598 bottles of  
Codeine Syrup weighing 
159.8 Liters, while 85kg of  
cannabis was also recovered 
from the warehouse of  a 
notorious drug dealer in 
Pawari area of  Damaturu, the 
state capital on Thursday 
10th March. 

“In Anambra state, a 
total of  38,605 tablets of  
a s sor ted  op io ids  were  

operatives arrested a freight 
agent, Rafiu Abbas at the 
NAHCO Export Shed of  the 
airport when he presented a 
cargo containing 19.15kg 
cannabis going to London. 
The illicit substance was 
concealed inside plastic 
conta iners  labe l l ed  as  
“African Dishes” and packed 
in a bag.

“ I n  a  r e l a t e d  

ne Miss  Okike 

OChinyere, a female 
i n m a t e  o f  t h e 

Nigerian Correctional 
S e r v i c e,  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Command, has bagged a 
second-class upper degree 
from the Department of  
P e a c e  a n d  C o n f l i c t 
Resolution, National Open 
University, NOUN.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e 
correctional service, the 
i n m a t e  e m e r ge d  b e s t 
graduating student of  the 
department.

S imi la r ly,  another 
inmate, Alegbe Afolabi was 

also awarded a Masters of  
Science  in  Peace  and 
Conflict Resolution from 
the same institution.

N w e k e  C h i b u e z e, 
another graduating inmate 
who spoke on behalf  of  
others, appreciated the 
Controller General, Haliru 
Nababa, and the Vice-
Chancellor of  NOUN for 
g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e 
opportunity to further their 
education.

He, however, pleaded 
f o r  c l e m e n c y  f o r  t h e 
graduating students to 
allow them give their quota 
to the development of  the 

country.
While speaking during 

the presentation of  the 
B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e 
c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  e i g h t 
graduands from the Lagos 
C o m m a n d ,  t h e  s t a t e 
Controller of  Correctional 
Service, Adewale Francis 
Adebisi, urged the inmates 
to imbibe the virtues of  
education.

He urged them to use 
the opportunity available 
while in detention to better 
their lives so that when they 
finally regain freedom, they 
can contribute positively to 
the society.

here was apprehension Tover the weekend at 
Dr. Ambrose Okereke 

Street, behind Stephen Keshi 
Stadium, Asaba, following the 
sudden death of  a 24-year-old 
i n t e n d e d  g r o o m ,  M r . 
Chukwuka Igbonekwu who 
died after he allegedly drank 
sniper insecticide in the Delta 
State capital. 

It was gathered that the 
l a t e  I g b o n e k w u  w h o s e 
traditional marriage and 
wedding  was  s la ted  for 
Tuesday,  Apr i l  19 ,  and 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, 
respectively, according to his 
wedding card. 

A source in the street on 
Sunday said that the deceased 
died after quarreling with his 
girlfriend simply identified as 
Adaeze on allegation that he 
was leaving her to marry 

another lady. 
“ T h e r e  w a s  a  f i g h t 

between late Igbonekwu and 
his girlfriend on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022, after much 
quarreling and fighting, we 
decided to enter their room to 
enquire what the problem 
was. 

“The lady who has been 
living together with him over 
the years until his death said 
that the fight was as a result of  
the late Chukwuka wanting to 
leave her for another lady. 

“When we asked the 
deceased what was the issue, 
he said that he and the 
girlfriend are related and also 
both of  them are the same AS 
genotype and therefore cannot 
marry. 

“After the fight, they 
reconciled again and later we 
saw both of  them coming out 

from a shopping mall and 
going home on Friday. 

“Towards evening, the 
girlfriend raised alarm calling 
people that the late Chukwuka 
drank sniper, so immediately 
he was rushed to the hospital 
in Okpanam. The lady called 
the wife-to-be and she met 
t h e m  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l , 
u n f o r t u n a t e ly,  h e  d i e d 
Saturday morning. 

“They brought his corpse 
to the compound, after a while 
the family came and took the 
body together with the wife-
to -be  and  the  so -ca l l ed 
gir l f r iend to the vi l lage 
without reporting to the 
police,” the source said. 

The source said they did 
not involve police rather 
carried the body and left to 
their village. 

recovered from a 29-year-
old drug dealer, Awoke 
Friday at Nkwelle junction, 
Onitsha on Friday 11th 
March with the support of  
men of  the Nigeria Police. 

“While commending 
the officers and men of  the 
M M I A ,  A p a p a  Po r t ,  
K a d u n a ,  Yo b e  a n d  
Anambra Commands of  the 
Agency for the impressive 
seizures and arrests in the 
past week, Chairman/ 
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  o f  
N D L E A ,  B r i g .  G e n .  
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Retd) charged them and 
their colleagues across the 
country to stay focussed and 
intensify efforts to rid 
Nigeria of  illicit drugs and 
substances.” 
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NDLEA arrests Anambra-based pastor for possession
of illicit drugs
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Groom-to-be dies after allegedly
drinking sniper in Delta

Female inmate, Okike Chinyere
bags best graduating student award
from NOUN



ocio-Economic Rights 

Sand Accountability 
Project, SERAP, has 

sued President Muhammadu 
Buhari over the failure to 
review and rescind his 
r e p o r t e d  a p p r ova l  f o r 
security agencies to access 
people's personal details via 
National  Identi f icat ion 
Number-Subscriber Identity 
Module, NIN-SIM linkage 
without due process of  law.

Joined in the suit as 
Re s p o n d e n t s  a r e :  M r. 
Abubakar Malami, SAN, 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  
Justice, and Mr. Isa Pantami, 
M i n i s t e r  o f  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d 
Digital Economy.

President Buhari had in 
February reportedly given 
approval for some security 
agenc ie s  to  acces s  the 
database of  the National 
I d e n t i t y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Commission in the course of  
carrying out their duties.

But in the suit filed on 

behalf  of  SERAP by its 
l a w y e r s  K o l a w o l e 
Oluwadare and Opeyemi 
Owolabi, last Friday at the 
Federal High Court, Lagos, 
the organization, asked the 
court to determine “whether 
the approval for security 
agencies to access people's 
personal details via the 
National  Identi f icat ion 
Number [NIN] without due 
process is consistent with the 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l e g a l i t y, 
n e c e s s i t y ,  a n d 
proportionality.

“An order setting aside 
President Buhari's approval 
for security agencies to access 
people's personal details via 
NIN-SIM linkage without 
due process of  law, as this 
amounts to violations of  
p r i v a t e  a n d  d i g i t a l 
communication rights, right 
to family life, human dignity 
and personal liberty.”

SERAP is also asking 
the court for “an order of  
p e r p e t u a l  i n j u n c t i o n 
restraining the Federal 

Government or any other 
authority, persons or group 
of  persons from unlawfully 
accessing people's personal 
details via NIN-SIM linkage 
without due process of  the 
law.”

In the suit, SERAP is 
arguing that: “If  President 
Buhari's approval is not 
rescinded, millions of  law-
abiding Nigerians may feel 
that their private lives are the 
s u b j e c t  o f  c o n s t a n t 
surveillance.”

According to SERAP, 
“ I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  a n 
individual's right to privacy is 
not  permissible i f  i t  is 
unlawful or arbitrary.”

SERAP mainta ined 
that, “It is crucial to respect 
the autonomy of  individuals 
t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  s h a r e 
information of  a personal 
nature without interference 
from the authorities, if  
u n i n t e n d e d  a d v e r s e 
consequences are to be 
avoided.”

The suit read in part: 

individual's details raises 
serious concerns as to their 
a r b i t r a r y  u s e  b y  t h e 
authorities responsible for 
applying them in a manner 
that reduces human rights by 
t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d 
surveillance of  millions of  
Nigerians.

“Violations or abuses of  
the right to privacy might 
affect the enjoyment of  other 
human rights, including the 
r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  
expression and to hold 
o p i n i o n s  w i t h o u t 
interference.

“Private conversations 
of  individuals  –  which 

“The right to privacy allows 
Nigerians to hold opinions 
and exercise freedom of  
expression without arbitrary 
or illegal interference and 
attacks.

“While the effectiveness 
of  the fight against serious 
crime may depend to a great 
extent on the use of  modern 
investigation techniques, 
such an objective of  general 
i n t e r e s t ,  h o w e v e r 
fundamental it  may be, 
cannot in itself  justify the 
u n l aw f u l  o r  a r b i t r a r y 
interference with the right to 
privacy.

“The power to access 

he latest monthly Toil and gas report 
of  the Nigerian 

N a t i o n a l  Pe t r o l e u m 
Company Limited has 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e 
combined deficit of  the 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e 
NNPC and the three 
r e f i n e r i e s  u n d e r  i t s 
m a n a g e m e n t  f r o m 
January to September 
2021 is N123.64bn. 

Figures contained in 
the September 2021 report 
indicated that while the 
cumulative deficits of  the 
three refineries during the 
period was N46.52bn, the 
cooperate headquarters of  
the oil firm posted a deficit 
of  N77.12bn. 

The report, however, 
stated that the budgeted 
deficits for the corporate 
headquar ters and the 
refineries during the nine-
m o n t h  p e r i o d  w e r e 
N151.12bn and N49.8bn 
respectively. 

The three refineries 
identified in the report 
i n c l u d e  t h e  K a d u n a 
R e f i n i n g  a n d 

Petrochemical Company, 
Port Harcourt Refining 
Company and War r i 
R e f i n i n g  a n d 
Petrochemical Company.

In the report, the 
NNPC stated that the 
de f ic i t  pos ted  by  i t s 
corporate headquarters in 
September 2021 alone was 
N5.956bn, down from the 
N10.226bn recorded in 
August same year. 

The report showed 
that while the corporate 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  m a d e 
revenue of  N11.101bn in 
September, its expenses 
w e r e  v a l u e d  a t 
N17.057bn. 

For the refineries, the 
facilities made revenue of  
N207m in September 
2021, while they incurred 
a cumulative expense of  
N6.059bn in the same 
month. 

Nigeria's refineries 
have been dormant for 
several years. However, 
the Federal Government 
in 2021 approved funds for 
the rehabilitation of  the 

facilities and promised to 
get the PHRC running 
before the end of  the 
current administration. 

The September 2021 
report released by the 
NNPC came as motorists 
s t i l l  s t r uggled to get 
Premium Motor Spirit, 
popularly called petrol, in 
p a r t s  o f  A b u j a  a n d 
neighbouring Nasarawa 
and Niger states on Friday. 

For about one month 
now, motorists searching 
for petrol have continued 
to besiege the two filling 
stations, Conoil and Total, 
in front of  the corporate 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e 
NNPC in Abuja. 

The same scenario 
played out on Friday at the 
stations and in the few 
o t h e r  o u t l e t s  t h a t 
dispensed petrol in Abuja 
and neighbouring states, 
though the NNPC stated 
that  i t  had provided 
hundreds of  millions of  
litres of  PMS to address 
the scarcity. 

s the debate for 

As m o o t h  e n e r g y 
transition gathers 

m o m e n t u m ,  t h e r e  a r e 
concerns that Nigeria, where 
the citizenry have continued 
to pine under the yoke of  
poverty in spite of  their 
enormous natural resources, 
mus t  pu t  in  p lace  a l l -
i n c l u s ive  m e a s u r e s  t o 
address the prevailing issues.

Giv ing  th i s  charge 
recently was the Minister of  
S t a t e  f o r  P e t r o l e u m 
Resources, Chief  Timipre 
Sylva. He spoke at the 
Niger ian  Inter nat ional 
Energy Summit (NIES) in 
Abuja.

According to him, in 
adopting global future fuels, 
energy-poverty and climate 
change  nexus  mus t  be 
addressed simultaneously 
and must be geared toward 
c l e a n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e 
sources.

“For countries such as 
Nigeria that is rich in natural 
resources, but still energy 
poor, the transition must not 

come at the expense of  
af fordable and rel iable 
energy for people, cities, and 
industry.

“On the contrary, it 
must be inclusive, equitable, 
and just ,  which means 
preserving the r ight  to 
sustainable development and 
pover ty  eradica t ion  as 
enshrined in global treaties 
such as the Paris accord.

“It is evident that what 
makes the most sense from 
t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  
balancing energy security 
w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainability is the use of  
gas as a transition fuel,” the 
minister said.

Stakeholders in the 
Nigeria energy and gas 
industry spent the earlier 
p a r t  o f  t h e  e v e n t 
brainstorming on challenges 
c o n f r o n t i n g  e n e r g y 
transition in the country to 
find a solution to it.

T h e  p a n e l i s t s 
maintained that if  Nigeria 
was to make her story a 
successful one, they must 

reach out to not only the 
technocrats but also other 
sec tor s  o f  the  soc ie ty, 
particularly the youths. They 
stressed that the youths must 
b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 
development of  the solution 
that would be of  more benefit 
to them than the older 
generation.

The highpoint of  the 
summit was the recognition 
of  industr y  g iants  l ike 
H u aw e i  Te c h n o l o g i e s 
(Nigeria) Limited, who 
received the award as the 
'Best Technology, Offshore, 
Oil and Gas Company.'

T h e  a w a r d  w a s 
presented to the company at 
the gala night of  the summit 
which  was  he ld  a t  the 
Banquet of  the State House, 
Abuja.

The award was given in 
recognition of  Huawei's 
continued leadership in the 
ICT space across multiple 
sectors, and especially in the 
offshore sub-sector – which is 
a major focus in recent times 
– of  the oil and gas industry.

belong to their intimate 
sphere and contribute to their 
personal development – also 
enjoy strong legal protection 
and can only be limited based 
on the principles of  legality, 
n e c e s s i t y  a n d 
proportionality.

“If  not reversed, the 
a p p r ova l  wo u l d  a l l ow 
security agencies to access 
the data of  the over 73 
million Nigerians who have 
linked their National Identity 
Number with their SIM, and 
other people who may do 
so.”

Meanwhile, no date has 
been fixed for the hearing of  
the suit.
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Nigeria's energy transition must
address poverty – Sylva

NNPC headquarters, refineries' post
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– Report



News	Echo	                        

Fire for Fire
Page 17

ngr David Umahi has declared that he was still the governor of Ebonyi State, saying the judgment of Justice Inyang EEkwo, which rendered him and his Deputy removed, on Tuesday, was purchased. Umahi said he was not surprised that 
the judge delivered the judgment in favour of the Peoples Democratic Party, adding, “Ekwo was charged and needed to 

discharge.” Umahi stated this during a press conference, in Abakaliki, on Tuesday. According to him, Justice Ekwo was on a 
mission to embarrass the All Progressives Congress and the Federal Government. Umahi said he will appeal the judgement by 
the Federal High Court, presided over by Justice Ekwo. Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Wike, has urged the Ebonyi State 
Governor, David Umahi, to return the mandate he got on the platform of the Peoples Democratic Party. He said it was rather 
unfortunate that instead of seeking to appeal the judgment of the Abuja High Court, which sacked him, Umahi made a 
reckless statement attacking the judge. Wike said this at the inauguration of the Eastern Bypass Road in Port Harcourt on 
Saturday, according to a statement by his Special Assistant on Media, Kelvin Ebiri. Additing his voice to the crossfire, a 
former Secretary to the Ebonyi State Government, Prof. Benard Odo, has said that the Abuja High Court judgement that 
ousted Governor Dave Umahi would “strengthen the democratic space in the country”. The court had removed Umahi along 
with his deputy, Dr Eric Kelechi-Igwe, for defecting from the People's Democratic Party on whose platform they won the 
election in 2019, to the rival All Progressives Congress. Also sacked were 17 lawmakers who defected along with the duo. 
Odoh, in a statement on Thursday in Abakaliki, declared that the court verdict would enrich the nation's adjudicatory system 
and deepen party democracy in Nigeria.

 am still the governor of  Ebonyi State and there is no tension at all. In Ithe first place, there is no constitutional provision for any hatchet man 
to remove a governor. “There are three ways whereby a governor can 

vacate his office: it is either by death, resignation and impeachment. There 
is no other constitutional provision that empowers a hatchet man to turn 
the Constitution upside down. “I have listened to the judgment of  Inyang 
Ekwo and it's very obvious that he was on a mission. He was making all 
effort to upturn the rulings of  the Appeal and Supreme Courts, on issues 
like this.  “We have heard the rumours before now that he was determined 
to give judgement against all known laws and the Constitution, first to 
embarrass the APC, and to equally embarrass the Federal Government. 
“For me, I do not feel worried; but, I feel so bad for the judicial in Nigeria. 
The executives may have problems; the legislature may have problems, but 
the moment justice could be purchased, then we are in trouble in Nigeria. 
“It's obvious that the ruling this afternoon is clear evidence that this 
country is in trouble. And let me tell you, this same judge, has over ten 
cases against the Ebonyi State Government with him. And you can 
imagine what he is going to rule. “We have petitioned him to NJC and we 
will follow it up to the end to ensure that this man (Ekwo) is brought to 
justice. I want you to disregard the judgement because it's null and void.

ook at a governor making a reckless statement simply because a judge Lmade a judgment according to his own opinion, which you are entitled to 
appeal up to the Supreme Court. “You have called somebody a thief  in the 

market and you're saying I'm sorry. It is late. That your sorry, we the members of  
the public, we don't take it.”  “It was we members of  the PDP who took Governor 
Umahi to court to demand the mandate of  the party from him. “If  our party had 
done this earlier when people were leaving in the National Assembly, we 
wouldn't have had the problem we are having today. “That is one of  the problems 
of  party leadership. People cannot come out and take the bull by the horns. So, 
Governor Umahi, be assured that the PDP will continue this matter down to the 
Supreme Court. We will continue with the matter.” “However, for reasonable 
and discerning minds, the prevailing situation, including the varied 
interpretations, are all within the confines of  what democracy permits,” “You 
carry the votes of  another party and join another party. Can you transfer votes? 
You work hard for somebody to win an election and tomorrow, the person says I 
have defected. “If  you have defected, leave the seat if  you know it's easy. And this 
will check most of  these political harlots, who will never sit in one place.” As 
someone who has, and will always speak and stand for the Ebonyi masses, I am 
optimistic that this verdict, whichever way the pendulum swings, will indeed help 
in enriching the Nigerian adjudicatory system on election matter.” “There has 
not been judicial precedence of  this kind since the advent of  the Fourth Republic, 
hence the varied interpretations and reactions the verdict has generated.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Umahi defiant on sack, Wike says final
Supreme Court verdict will vindicate PDP

I am still governor, I feel sorry
for the Nigerian judiciary - Umahi
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PDP'll pursue Umahi's defection to
Supreme Court – Wike

WikeWikeWike
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SPORTS
over Tottenham Hotspur on 
Saturday.

T h e  R e d  D e v i l s 
reclaimed the fourth spot 
t h a n k s  t o  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo's hat-trick at Old.

But Neville told Sky 
Sports: “I think there are 
b i g  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h a t 
dressing room, I really do at 

gent of  Mohamed 

ASalah has mocked 
L i ve r p o o l  b o s s 

Jurgen Klopp's claims about 
new contract talks.

Salah 's agent has taken 
to Twitter to respond to 
Jurgen Klopp 's claim that 
Liverpool “cannot do much 
more” in their offer of  a new 
contract.

R a my  A b b a s  I s s a , 
representative of  the 29-
year-old whose current deal 
expires in 15 months' time, 
responded on social media 
by tweeting seven laughing 
emojis around 80 minutes 
after Klopp's pre-match 
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  h a d 
concluded.

The Reds boss was 
asked to give an update on 
Salah's situation ahead of  

their trip to Brighton on 
S a t u r d ay,  w i t h  K l o p p 
declaring: “Mo definitely 
expects this club to be 
ambitious. We were in the 
last few years and we are.

“We cannot do much 
more, that's how it is. But I 
don't think it's about that. It's 
Mo's decision pretty much. 
The club did what the club 
can do. That's how it is.”

th i s  moment  in  t ime, 
between the characters in 
the dressing room that 
exist.

“I don't think it's great 
a t  a l l .  To  b e  f a i r,  i f  
Tottenham had got one in 
front at any point in the 
game you'd have seen it 
capitulate quite quickly.

“There's not a deep 
spirit in that dressing room, 
I don't think, that you see in 
games. The performances 
are very patchy.

“ Y o u  g e t  t h e 
impression when you see 
Ralf  Rangnick's interviews
that he's not enjoying the 
team that much, it's not 

really in his name or in his 
spirit or how he wants to 
play.

“He's just trying to get 
through to the end of  the 
season the best he can and 
do the best job he can, and 
he's plastering over cuts 
and wounds that I think are 
deep.”

ormer Manchester FU n i t e d  c a p t a i n , 
Gary Neville, has 

claimed that some players 
at the club want their 

o r t u g a l Pi n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Renato Sanches 

will miss the second leg of  
Lille's Champions League 
last-16 clash with Chelsea 
next week due to a thigh 

injury, his club said on 
Saturday.

The midfielder was 
forced off  during the first 
half  of  Friday's 0-0 draw at 
home to Saint-Etienne in 
Ligue 1.

His absence is a big 
b l o w  t o  t h e  F r e n c h 
champions, who lost the 
first leg against holders 
and Club World Cup 
winners Chelsea 2-0 at 
Stamford Br idge  las t 

month.
Lille said Sanches is 

expected to be sidelined 
for three weeks, which 
would also rule him out of  
Portugal's World Cup 
playoff  against Turkey in 

Porto on 24 March.
The winner of  that 

match plays Italy or North 
Macedonia five days later 
with a place in Qatar on 
the line.

arce lona  coach, BXavi has reportedly 
h e l d  t a l k s  w i t h 

Chelsea captain, Cesar 
Azpilicueta over a possible 
transfer deal.

Barcelona are following 
the Chelsea case closely, 
with Roman Abramovich 
b e i n g  p u n i s h e d  a n d 
potential implications for 
the future of  Azpilicueta.

The player is out of  
contract with the Blues in 
the summer and he might 
leave. He has a clause in his 
deal  about reaching a 
certain number of  games – 
which he hasn't yet – and 
that can only be activated if  
both club and player agree.

Xavi has special interest 
in Azpilicueta as he could 
e n d  u p  b e c o m i n g  a 

Barcelona player. He played 
with Azpi in the Spain team 
in the 2013 Confederations 
Cup and 2014 World Cup.

Xavi has spoken to him 
many times to explain his 
interest in bringing him in 
Camp Nou. He values 
Azpi ' s  versa t i l i ty  and 

odiq Yusuff  returned 

Sto winning ways with 
a  u n a n i m o u s 

decision win over veteran 
Alex Caceres in one of  the 
main card events at UFC 
Fight Night: Santos vs 
Ankalaev at UFC Apex in 
Las Vegas on Sunday. 

Af ter  the  v ic tor y, 
Yusuff  has said he would 
love to face Bryce Mitchell 
next. 

The featherweight 
fighter lost via unanimous 
decision to Arnold Allen in 
his last outing in 2021. 

He was inactive for 11 
months due to a long battle 
w i t h  C OV I D - 1 9  b u t 
showed no signs of  being 
inactive as he attacked 
Caceres with inside leg 

kicks.
By the end of  the third 

r o u n d ,  Y u s u f f  h a d 
connected with 40 leg kicks 
majorly hurting Caceres' 
lead leg. The Nigerian won 
on all of  the judges' cards 
30-27, 30-27, and 29-28. 

“I'm really excited,” 
Yusuff  said of  the win. “I 
was happy I was able to get 
that mat time. My plan was 
to go to my arm and kick to 

professionalism and thinks 
he can be a model for 
youngsters to follow.

Azpi will wait and see 
how things go, says Sport. 
He does not want to force 
his way out, but is interested 
in the plan Xavi is offering.

his arm, but his stance was 
a little bit too wide, so the 
inside (leg kicks) were a bit 
of  an audible during the 
fight.

“I lost vision in my left 
eye during the fight and it 
kind of  messed me up a 
little bit but I was able to 
stay in the moment, stay 
composed and stick to the 

game plan.” 
The Nigerian who has 

promised to be more active 
henceforth has called out 
ninth ranked Mitchel. 

“I really want to test 
myself  against Arkansas' 
finest,” Yusuff  said. “I'd 
really like to fight Bryce 
Mitchell.” 

teammates to fail.
Neville believes there 

are still “big problems” in 
the dressing room despite 
their thrilling 3-2 victory 
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EPL: Some Man Utd players want teammates to fail – Gary Neville

Salah's agent rubbishes Liverpool's new contract
claims

Barcelona in talks with Chelsea captain,
Azpilicueta

UFC: Yusuff beats
Caceres, eyes Mitchell
bout

UCL: Lille midfielder Sanches ruled
out of Chelsea tie
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ormer Paris Saint-FGermain manager, 
Luis Fernandez, 

has urged the French Ligue 
1  s i d e  t o  l e t  Ky l i a n 
Mbappe leave the club.

Fernandez praised 
the professionalism of  
Mbappe, who has given his 
all in a PSG shirt since 
joining the club from 

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fowner, Ken Bates, 
has  s lammed the 

Gover nment  sanct ions 
imposed on his former club.

While Bates agrees 
with the decision to freeze 
o w n e r  R o m a n 
Abramovich's assets, due to 
h i s  t i e s  w i t h  Ru s s i a n 
president Vladimir Putin, 
the former Blues chief  is 
furious that fans and staff  are 
also paying the price.

The sanctions imposed 
on Chelsea are not going to 
make Putin 's*** himself', 
says Bates.

Fans outside of  season 
ticket holders cannot attend 
home games as the club are 
banned from selling match 
tickets.

L o y a l  C h e l s e a 
supporters also cannot buy 
merchandise through the 
club, and the club shop at 
Stamford Bridge has been 
closed as a result.

Blues fans are set to see 
loyal servants such as club 
captain Cesar Azpilicueta, 
A n t o n i o  Ru d i g e r  a n d 
academy graduate Andreas 
Christensen leave the club 
for FREE as Chelsea are 
u n a b l e  t o  a g r e e  n e w 
contracts.

Instead, Bates wants 
the Gover nment  to  do 
something 'meaningful'.

Speak ing  f rom h i s 
home in Monte Carlo, Bates 
said: “The fact that you can't 
b u y  a  C h e l s e a  m a t c h 
programme must mean that 
Putin is s****ing himself  
and all the ordinary people 

of  Moscow are hiding in 
their cellars because they 
can't see a Chelsea match on 
TV.

“As usual  i t  is  the 
ordinary people who are 
suffering. You've probably 
got  people  working  a t 
Chelsea saying do they have 
a job?

“What is their future? 
Do they have security? And 
fans at Chelsea.

“What have they got to 
do with Putin bombing 
mater ni ty  hospi ta l s  in 
Ukraine?

“ T h a t  i s  h u r t i n g 
ordinary, English citizens. 
Makes no difference at all to 
Russia.”

The Premier League 
have banned Abramovich 
from owning Chelsea as a 
director.

Abramovich will no 
longer be permitted to have 
ANY involvement in the 
running of  the club.

T h e  s t u n n i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s 
announced in a Premier 
League statement issued at 
lunchtime.

A Prem spokesperson 
s a i d :  “ Fo l l o w i n g  t h e 
imposition of  sanctions by 
the UK Government, the 
Premier League Board has 
d i s q u a l i f i e d  R o m a n 
Abramovich as a Director of  
Chelsea Football Club.

“The Board's decision 
does not impact on the club's 
ability to train and play its 
fixtures, as set out under the 
terms of  a licence issued by 
the Government which 

expires on 31 May 2022.”
The latest news means 

Abramovich MUST sell 
Chelsea immediately.

T h e  c l u b  a r e 
haemorrhaging cash after 
they were banned from 
s e l l i n g  t i c k e t s  a n d 
merchandise.

Telecom giants Three 

o r m e r  E n g l a n d Fstriker, Darren Bent, 
believes Arsenal will 

make a move for Crystal 
Palace star, Michael Olise in 
the summer.

The French winger, 20, 
has been sublime for the 
Eagles in recent weeks.

And former Spurs star 
Bent believes he's exactly the 
sort of  player Mikel Arteta 
could add to the Gunners 
squad.

H e  t o l d  S o c c e r 
Saturday: “We know he 
likes young players and this 
kid has really impressed me. 

For large spells I thought it 
was just all about Wilfried 
Zaha and Eze but at the 
moment he has himself  into 
t h e  t e a m  a n d  b e e n 
sensational.

“He can go past people, 
he has a nice range of  
passing, he can score a goal 
and his final delivery has 
been lovely. I think he is a 
top player.

“It makes sense – if  you 
look at what Mikel Arteta 
has done in the transfer 
market at the start of  the 
season, all the players were 
24 or younger. He [Olise] fits 

that kind of  mould.
“The only thing you 

would say is where would he 
play because in those front 
areas, Arsenal are quite 

loaded.
“ S o m e o n e  o f  t h a t 

quality, it doesn't surprise 
me to see Arsenal and those 
top sides interested.”

ai Havertz struck Klate to seal Chelsea 
a  l a t e  1 - 0  w i n 

a g a i n s t  a  r e s i l i e n t 
Newcast le  s ide  in  the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  a t 
Stamford Bridge on Sunday.

The Blues failed to 
register a shot on target until 
the 75th minute when 
Hakim Ziyech picked out 
Havertz with a wonderful 
cross, but the German 
headed straight at Martin 
Dubravka in Chelsea's best 
opportunity of  the match.

There was nothing to 
separate the sides in the first 
half  where Newcastle had 
the better of  the chances. 
Dan Burn glanced a header 
wide of  the mark before 
Miguel Almiron forced a 
fine reaction save from 
Edouard Mendy on the 
stroke of  half-time.

Both sides had penalty 
shouts waved away in the 
second half. Jacob Murphy 

w e n t  d o w n  u n d e r  a 
challenge from Trevoh 
Chalobah before Dubravka 
fouled Timo Werner, who 
was offside.

Both sides making 
attacking changes as the 
game wore on, but it was 
Havertz who grabbed the 
winner, latching onto an 
exquisite aerial ball from 
Jorginho, taking the pass 
down and slotting the ball 
into the far corner of  the 
net.

Tuchel's men switch 
t h e i r  f o c u s  t o  t h e 
Champions League on 
Wednesday evening when 
they travel to Lille, looking 
to build on a two-goal 
advantage and book their 
place in the quarter-finals.

As for Newcastle, they 
are back on the road once 
again in the Premier League 
when they make the trip to 
Frank Lampard's Everton 
on Thursday night.

also pulled out of  their 
£40million-a-year deal.

The European giants 
h ave  a n  e ye  wa t e r i n g 
£28million-a-month wage 
bill and reportedly has just 
over two weeks to find a new 
b u y e r  o r  g o  i n t o 
administration.

elimination against Real 
Madrid in the second-leg 
at the Santiago Bernabeu.

“If  Mbappe decides 
to leave, we have to let him 
a n d  t h a n k  h i m , ” 
Fernandez said on Spanish 
radio station Cadena Ser.

“Mbappe has shown 
that his head was on the 
pitch, with the demands,” 

Monaco in 2018.
Mbappe is keen to 

join Real Madrid from 
PSG at the end of  the 
season.

T h e  F r a n c e 
international has been in 
good form so far this 
season and even scored a 
g o a l  i n  h i s  s i d e ' s 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 

he added.
“You can't say that 

M b a p p e  h a s n ' t  b e e n 
focused.

“ H e ' s  o n l y  b e e n 
thinking about winning 
with PSG. No one can say 
anything to him.

“No one will say that 
he was thinking about 
something else.”
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EPL: Former Chelsea owner, Bates slams
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EPL: Late Havertz strike seals dramatic
Chelsea win against Newcastle

Bent confident Arsenal will approach Palace
midfielder, Olise

MbappeMbappeMbappe

HavertzHavertzHavertz

OliseOliseOliseBatesBatesBates



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Chigozie	Uzosike,	08137914644

Pg. 15

Pg. 9

N200 

Tide of Times With Bright C.J. Okereke
Email:- 
Phone: 07030586457

ormer Head of  State FRom 1976 -1971 and 
Former President of  

Nigeria from 1999 - 2007, 
Olusegun Mathew Obasanjo, 
have for several decades, been 
one of  the dominant figures in 
our national discourse. On 
several fronts, he has served 
the nation.

In celebration of  his 85th 
b i r t h d a y  r e c e n t l y,  h e 
participated in a novelty 
match played at the 5 Aside 
football pitch of  the Olusegun 
Obasanjo Presidential Library 
in Abeokuta, the Ogun State 
capital.

The event which is part of  
activities marking his 85th 
birthday celebration, drew the 
presence of  the 91-year-old 
President of  Benin Republic 
Nicephore Soglo, a former 
Minis ter  of  Just ice  and 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation, Chief  Bayo Ojo, 
a m o n g  o t h e r s  s p o r t 
enthusiasts.

F o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t 
Obasanjo,  who was  the 
captain of  his team displayed 
his dexterity in the art of  
football as his team defeated 
the Ogun State Government 
led by the Deputy Governor, 
Noimot Salako Oyedele, by 
four goals to two, with the 
former president doing the 
goals.

He attributed his agility 
to the grace of  God and 
therefore recommended what 
he called “DREMS” as his 
health sustaining guide. 
DREMS according to him 
represents four (4) key life 
applications and therapy: D-
Diet, R-Rest. E-Exercises, M-
Medical attention and S- 
Social Interaction which he 
believes is most suitable for the 
elderly to keep them healthy.

H oweve r,  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari, who 

1979, and taking over the reins 
of  power as elected President 
in 1999.

“The President affirms 
that the former President's 
i n f l u e n c e  c o n t i nu e s  t o 
resonate beyond the country, 
extending to the international 
community and multilateral 
institutions.

“As a former military and 
civilian leader, with a strong 
ne twork  nat iona l ly  and 
internationally, President 
Buhari extols the wisdom, 
insight and versatility that 
Chief  Obasanjo brings to bear 
on things, ref lecting his 
experience, diligence and 
versatility.

“On his 85th birthday, the 
P r e s i d e n t  j o i n s  f a m i l y 
members in thanking God for 
the life, health and alertness of  
the former leader, praying for 
grace and more strength as he 
serves the country, Africa and 
the world.”

without personal  animus. 
Through it all, I have come to 
respect his love for the country 
and legendary work ethic. 
President Obasanjo has worked 
tirelessly for Nigeria, Africa and 
indeed the black race.

“President Obasanjo has 
e a r n e d  h i s  s t r i p e s  a s  a n 
important statesman on the 
world stage.

“Baba Obasanjo is bold and 
courageous and will continue to 
be so for that is the essence of  his 
character.

“On this occasion of  his 
85th birthday, our prayers is that 
God Almighty keep Baba with 
us for many more years. May 
God grant him good health and 
ceaseless energy to continue to 
be of  service to this country he 
loves so dearly, Amin.”

B u t ,  c a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhar i  and 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
play a novelty match for 30 
seconds?

claims to be 79 years in a 
tribute issued by his Special 
A dv i s e r  o n  M e d i a  a n d 
Publicity, Femi Adesina, said 
Obasanjo's influence has 
continued to resonate beyond 
the country, extending to the 
international community and 
multilateral institutions.

The statement reads: “On 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government and Nigerians in 
g e n e r a l ,  P r e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
f e l i c i t a t e s  w i t h  f o r m e r 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
on his 85th birthday, joining 
family, friends and associates 
in celebrating the joyous 
occasion.

“ P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i 
believes the former Head of  
State, 1976 — 1979 and 
former President of  Nigeria, 
1999-2007, is a study in 
patriotism, leadership and 
courage, leading the country 
to democratic government in 

A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) National 
Leader, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu 
today  congratulated former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
on his 85th birthday,  praising 
him for his patriotism and 
unfailing commitment to the 
unity of  the country.

In same development, a 
congratulatory statement on 
the birthday of  the former 
president issued by his Media 
Office, Asiwaju Tinubu, who 
claims 69 years of  age, said: 
“At  85 ,  Baba  Obasan jo 
remains strong, agile and 
committed to the greatness of  
our dear nation.

“President Obasanjo has 
m a d e  nu m e r o u s  u s e f u l 
contributions to this country. 
There have been instances 
where I have disagreed with 
P r e s i d e n t  O b a s a n j o  o n 
important substantive issues. 
Our debates have been spirited 
yet always professional and 
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