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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Deputy Speaker 
of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. If-

eanyi Uchendu and the Ma-
jority leader of  the House, 
Hon. Solomon Akpulonu 
were on Tuesday, saved by 
the Speaker, Chinedum Orji 
from being removed from 
their positions.

This is even as the Speak-
er, Chinedum Orji has ad-
journed the House indef-
initely, ostensibly to calm 
the heat.

Trouble started during 
the plenary session when 
the Deputy Minority lead-
er, Chief  Paul Taribo (PDP 

Abia Speaker saves
Deputy, Majority
Leader from removal

Ukwa East) raised a motion 
calling for the removal of  
Uchendu and Akpulonu, 
on the grounds that they 
had failed in their duties.

Taribo declared that hav-
ing allegedly failed in their 
responsibilities, the princi-
pal officers did not deserve 
their positions anymore.

“I am saying that these 
two officers should be re-
lieved of  their duties”, Hon. 
Taribo demanded.

His motion was support-
ed by Chijioke Chukwu 
(Bende South) and Obin-
na Ichita (Aba South) who 
aligned themselves with the 
Ukwa East representative.

But the call for the Dep-
uty Speaker and Majority 

leader’s sack did not go 
down well with some other 
lawmakers present, as they 
vociferously opposed the 
call for their colleagues’ re-
moval. Some members also 
called for a voice vote to be 
conducted immediately to 
decide the fate of  Uchen-
du and Akpulonu which 
was also countered by some 
members loyal to them.

As the argument hit the 
roof  tops, the Speaker, 
Chinedum said that those 
calling for the removal of  
principal officers did not 
present any tangible reason 
to support their demands. 
He directed that the House 
of  Assembly be adjourned 
indefinitely.

Our leadership crisis has ended
in Anambra - APC 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

O
ne of  the embattled 
Chairmen of  the All 
Progressive Con-

gress (APC), in Anambra 
State, Barrister Emeka Ibe, 
has said the leadership cri-
sis rocking the party in the 
state has come to an end, 
following the judgment de-
livered on Wednesday by 
Justice Ike Ogu of  the state 
High Court four Awka, that 
rule that his tenure has not 
expired.

It could be recalled that 
the Anambra State High 
Court sitting in Awka on 
Wednesday voided the 
party congresses held last 
month, January, 2022, 
that produce Chief  Basil 
Ejidike, as the state Chair-
man.

About 17 embattled 
chairmen of  the state 
APC led by  one Lawrence 
Emegini had gone to court 
seeking a declaration that 
their tenures as local gov-
ernment chairmen of  the 
party still subsist.

In suit no: 2022 A/3/2022 
, the former Caretaker 
Chairmen and Ward Rep-
resentatives challenged the 
validity of  the party’s con-
gress in January 2022, when 
their tenure had not ended.

In a judgment delivered 
on Wednesday by Justice 
Ike Ogu of  the state High 
Court four Awka,  ruled 
that the APC congresses 
contravened the  initial In -
terlocutory Injunction given  
by the court.

According to justice Ogu  
the suit filed by one Law-
rence Emegini and others 
against APC succeeded.

The court ruled  that the 
tenure of  wards, local gov-
ernment areas and states ex-
ecutives led by Barr. Emeka 
Ibe, elected during 2018 
congresses in Anambra 
state have not expired.

According to him, what-
ever congress conducted by 
APC and its representatives 
in the state contravened the 
order of  the court and can-
not stand. 

Addressing Journalists, 
on the Judegment, on Fri-

Enugu LG election: PDP clears 17 
LGAs, 260 wards
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

C
andidates of  the 
Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) have 

emerged winners in the 
Enugu State  local govern -
ment election held in the 
state  last Wednesday.

They won chairmanship 
and Councillorship  seats in 
all the seventeen local gov-
ernment area of  the state.

Besides, the PDP also 
won in the 260 wards during 
the election wich witnessed 
low turnout of  voters.

It could be recalled that 
some unknown gunmen 
attacked voters at Obeagu 
in Enugu South Local Gov-
ernment Area.

Speaking before an-
nouncing the results of  the 
election, the chairman of  
Enugu State Electoral Com-
mission ( ENSIEC), Mike 

day, in Awka, Barr. Ibe, 
described the judgment as 
victory for rule of  law.

He said that some people 
had wanted to  disorganise 
the party by trying to hijack 
its leadership through the 
backdoor, but  thanked God 
that court has liberated the 
party for good.

He noted that in few days 
to come, the party under his 
care well convene a recon-
ciliation meeting, where 
the Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Dr. Chris 
Ngige, the immediate past 
November 6, 2021 APC 
governorship candidate, 
Senator Andy Uba, Na-
tional Inland Waterways 
Authority (NIWA), boss, 
Chief  George Moghalu, his 
rival, Chief  Basil Ejidike 
and other supportive mem-
bers will be called 

He commended the 
President, President Mo-
hammadu Buhari and the 
party’s national leadership 
headed by Yobe State gov-
ernor, Mr. Mai Buni, for 
their unbais roles during the 
crisis.

Finally, Buhari signs electoral Act
amendment bill Into law

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has fi-
nally signed the Elec-

toral Act Amendment Bill 
into law.

The President assented to 
the bill at past midday on 
Friday at a brief  ceremony 
held at the Council Cham-
ber of  the Aso Villa in Abu-
ja.

The President of  the Sen-

Ajogu commended voters 
for participating in the elec-
tion.

He claimed that the elec-
tion was free and fair, add-
ing the turn out of  voters 
was impressive.

Certificate of  Returns 
were presented to all the 
successful candidates by 
ENSIEC after the declara-
tion of  winners by the state 
electoral boss.

Man electrocuted  trying to 
steal cable
By Godson Nwosu,
PH

A 
young man who 
was suspected to be 
a criminal has died 

while trying to steal from 
a transformer within the 
premises of  Judiciary quar-
ter in Choba community in 
Obio-Akpor Local Govern-
ment Area of  Rivers State.

A source within the area 
who confirmed the inci-
dent to News Echo said 

they woke up on Thursday 
morning to discover the 
man lying lifeless with parts 
of  his body electrocuted.

Power holding was re-
ported to have restored 
power when the young 
man attempted to steal the 
transformer armoured ca-
ble which led to his death.

Men of  Nigerian police 
have been contacted but 
were yet to visit the scene of  
the incident as at the time 
of  the filing this report.

ICPC, SGF, NOA task students 
on improved performance, hard 
work
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he  principles of  hard 
work, integrity and 
excellent performance 

were recently celebrated at 
Nneoma Community Sec-
ondary School Nibo, Awka 
South Local  Government 
Area, where the State Di-
rector  National Orientation 
Agency, Anambra State, 
Barrister Charles Nwoji, pre-
sented a golden trophy to the 
leadership of  the School for 
emerging first position in the 
“Fall In Love With Nigeria 
Competition “organized  by 
Independent Corrupt  Prac -
tices and other related Of-
fences Commission (ICPC), 
Office of  the Secretary to the 
Federation (SGF), in collabo-
ration  with National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA) for forty 
Integrity Clubs in the Second-
ary Schools across the State. 

Presented also by the An-
ambra NOA Director, Barr 
Nwoji in the course of  the  
event to the School authority 
amidst the cheering members 
of  the Integrity Club of  the 
School were copies of  liter-
ature on the  programme, 
letters of  commendation and 
recognition from the Director 
General of  NOA, Dr. Garba 
Abari, as well as Certificate 
of  Recognition as the State 
winner of  the competition, 
Register and a Booklet for the 
Integrity Club. 

Barr Nwoji, commend-
ed the Staff  and Students of 
School for exhibiting high  

sense of  hard work and dedi-
cation during the competition 
which he said has as its theme 
:”My Role In Making The 
Nigeria  of  My Dream” 

He opined that the Integrity 
Club was established by the 
Federal Government to reju-
venate the spirit of  morality in 
the lives  of  Nigerian Students 
at all levels across the Nation. 
According to him, the event is 
a first  phase, as well as a pi-
lot scheme which  affords the 
Students an opportunity to 
potray what they want Nige-
ria to be through drama pres-
entation, oratory and poetry.

The NOA boss, further 
disclosed that the competi-
tion was held on fourth of 
February, 2022 while the re-
sult came out on tenth of  the 
same month with the Nneo-
ma Secondary School, Nibo, 
emerging the over all winner 
of  the competition in the 
State, adding that the School 
did not bribe for the trophy 
rather they worked for it. 

While urging the students 
to embrace hard work as only 
sure way to achieving an en-
during success, the NOA Di-
rector made a firm promise 
that the Agency would do all 
within its powers  to bring the 
School  to limelight. 

Receiving the golden tro-
phy among other items pre-
sented, the Principal of  the 
School, Dr. Mrs. Cordelia 

Okonkwo, described the pro-
gram as apt, especailly now 
the society is deteriorating in 
terms of  moral behavior. 

While encouraging NOA 
to step up more action to-
wards making the society 
better for all that the School 
is ever ready to  participate 
in whatever competition that  
comes to the state and always 
ready to come first. She com-
mended NOA for organizing 
the brief  ceremony with the 
aim of  honouring their suc-
cess at the end of  the compe-
tition. 

The Coordinator of  the 
Integrity Club in the School, 
Mrs. Eziofor Dorothy Akua-
nata, Senior Prefect of  the 
School, Master John  Odii 
and his Deputy, Miss Ano-
sike Love, in their seperate 
speeches, thanked God for  
their performance in the 
competition, noting that they 
were elated when the news of 
their  excellent performance  
in the competition filtered 
into the school. 

Also speaking, the Com-
munity  Sensitization and 
Mobilization Officer of  NOA 
in charge of  Awka South Lo-
cal Government Area, Mrs. 
Ifeoma Umeh, charged mem-
bers of  the Integrity Club of 
the School to always put in 
practice what they learnt 
from the competition for a 
successful future .

ate, Ahmed Lawan, and 
Speaker of  the House of  
Representatives, Femi Gba-
jabiamila, witnessed the 
signing of  the bill.

Members of  the Presi-
dent’s cabinet in attend-
ance included his Chief  of  
Staff, Professor Ibrahim 
Gambari, and the Secre-
tary to the Government of  
the Federation (SGF), Boss 

Mustapha, among others.
This comes barely a week 

to the expiration of  the 
window the President has 
to take a decision on the 
proposed legislation, as re-
quired by the Nigerian Con-
stitution.

Having received the bill 
from the National Assem-
bly on January 31, various 
stakeholders including po-

litical actors and civil soci-
ety groups had awaited its 
signing into law by the Ni-
gerian leader.

Amid an outcry over the 
delay in signing the bill into 
law, sources had indicated 
that President Buhari was 
billed to give his assent on 
Wednesday.

But the signing of  the bill 
failed to take place as sched-
uled and was rescheduled to 
Friday where it was done.
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Awka Diocese, 
His Lordship Most 

Rev Paulinus Ezeokafor, 
has admonished youths to 
shun irrational quest for 
materialism and embrace 
hardwork, honest labour as 
well as patience, even as he 
described life as a gradual 
process.

Bishop Ezeokafor who 
gave the admonition at 
Saint Mark’s Catholic 
Church, Abagana in Njiko-
ka Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State while 
commissioning Regina 
Nwankwu Catholic Youth 
Organization of  Nigeria 
(CYON) Skills Acquisition 
Centre, expressed deep con-
cern over what he described 
as a mad rush for quick 
wealth by the youths.

The outspoken Cleric 
said that the facility would 
offer young people the 

Desist from money Rituals, Yahoo+, 
Bishop Ezeokafor tells young people 

opportunity to gradually 
grow and develop, noting 
that those who made it in 
life did not rush it. 

‘Life grows gradually and 
everything grows gradually 
too. People who made it in 
life did not rush it. If  you 
rush it, you crash. When 
you crash it is always very 
devastating. You grow 
gradually. What is needed 
is consistency in trying to 
make genuine effort. 

‘We thank those who 
provided the skill acquisi-
tion centre. We are happy. I 
believe if  our young people 
should emulate outstand-
ing role models and avoid 
Yahooism, Mkpurummiri 
and the rest. Let us learn to 
follow a humble beginning 
and climb gradually,’ Bish-
op Ezeokafor charged.

The Charismatic and In-
fluential Prelate said that 
the current wave of  mon-
ey rituals, yahooism and 
other atrocious acts being 
witnessed today called for 

Governor Hope Uzodimma being prayed for by the Primate Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion, Most Rev (Dr) Henry 
C Ndukuba. With him are the Dean Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion, Most Rev (Dr) Ali Buba Lamido(left), Arch-
bishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Provence Most Rev (Dr) David Onuoha (right) and others during the dedication of the 
Cathedral Church of St Peter Umuokanne Ohaji, Imo State recently.

serious worry, noting that 
it should be condemned by 
well-meaning Nigerians, 
adding that successful peo-
ple passed through lots of  
hurdles before they got to 

the top. 
‘All we hear every day is 

ritual killings all over Nige-
ria. Young people should 
take life easy; they should 
understand that Rome was 

Many escape death, as fire guts
paint factory in Onitsha
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

M
any persons have 
sustained various 
degrees of  inju-

ries, as fire gutted paint fac-
tory at Obosi, near Onitsha, 
the commercial city of  An-
ambra state, on Thursday 
afternoon.

The management of  the 
factory known as Citizens 
Paints said they had not yet 
ascertained the actual num-
ber of  casualties as of  the 
time of  filing this report.

They, however, said all 
the injured persons, who 
were mostly employees of  
the factory, had been rushed 
to nearby hospitals for med-
ical attention.

The company’s Account-
ant, who identified himself  
simply as Smart, told jour-
nalists that the cause of  the 
fire was yet unknown.

The actual level of  loss-
es were not equally ascer-
tained as of  the time of  fil-
ing this report. 

It was also gathered that 
looters cashed in on the fire 
incident to steal products 
and other valuable proper-
ties they found inside the 
compound during the rag-
ing inferno. 

Employees were asked to 
go home for the day and re-
port for duty the following 
day.
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It was also gathered that 
only the warehouse section 
of  the firm was torched be-
fore the arrival of  men of  
the state fire service who 
quenched the fire before it 
could extend to other ware-
houses.

Some of  the workers, who 

not built in a day. Slow and 
steady wins the race. Hard 
work pays. There’s no gain 
in money ritual,’ he said.

The Catholic Prelate em-
phasized that the idea of  

hurrying to become some-
thing overnight will never 
help, warning against the 
consequences of  forcing na-
ture and toeing such path.

spoke on condition of  ano-
nymity, said the fire started 
with an explosion from the 
warehouse and burnt chem-
icals used in making paints 
and paint containers of  var-
ious sizes before the arrival 
of  the fire service men.

The Anambra State fire 

service chief, Mr. Mar-
tin Agbili, said, “At about 
noon, we received a distress 
call of  a fire outbreak at Cit-
izens Paint industry, Obosi. 
Our fire truck and firefight-
ers were deployed immedi-
ately. The fire outbreak was 
fought to a standstill.

Contractor, workers escape
death as building  collapses 
in Umuahia
 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
one-storey building 
under reconstruc-
tion in Umuahia, 

Abia State  has collapsed, 
with the building contrac-
tor and his lines men escap-
ing death  by whiskers.

The house, situated at 
Uwalaka street by Uzuako-
li road junction, Umuahia 
collapsed at about 9:pm on 
Thursday night, three hours 
after the men working in 
the site had closed from 
work.

Fortunately for the work-
ers, the house  caved in at 
night. 

The cause of  the inci-
dent was not immediately 
known but some civil engi-
neers who visited the scene 
blamed it on substandard 
materials as well as disre-
gard to the initial building 
approvals.

It was gathered the owner 

of  the house recently con-
tracted a builder to affect 
some structural changes, 
including the expansion 
of  upper blocks, installa-
tion rear pillars and thicker 
roofing sheets.

An eye witness, Geral-
dine Mrs  Uzunma said 
she was taking her bath 
in the nearby compound 
when she heard a terrifying 
sound, followed by heavy 
dust.

“I rushed out of  the bath-
room half-clad and gath-
ered my children to flee, 
thinking our area has been 
bombed by hoodlums.”

Mrs added that custom-
ers and workers in Capital 
supermarket which share 
fence with the collapsed 
structure, also escaped 
harm as the crashing house 
fell to the left corner.

Meanwhile, efforts by 
News Echo to identify the 
owner of  the house was not 
successful but  some offi -
cials of  Abia State ministry 
of  housing who  visited the 
scene told the paper on Fri-
day that both the owner of  
the house and his contrac-
tor would be queried while 
the site is expected to be  
sealed up until after inves-
tigation.

She said many souls 
would have been lost if  the 
house fell in the day hours, 
as according to her, about 
seven persons worked in 
the site daily.

Anambra Assembly appoints 
new Chief Whip
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

A
nambra State House 
of  Assembly has ap-
pointed the member 

representing Njikoka Con-
stituency Two in the State 
Assembly, Sir Pete Ibida, as 
the new Chief  Whip of  the 
House.

The appointment came 
few days after the former 
Chief  Whip and the member 
representing Dunukofia con-
stituency, Honourable Law-
rence Ezeudu resigned from 
the position.

Hon. Ezeudu, is a lawmak-
er from the All Progressive 
Congress (APC), extraction.

Presenting Sir Pete as the 
new Chief  Whip during ple-
nary in Awka, on Thursday, 
the Speaker of  the House, 
Right Honourable Uche 
Okafor explained that the 
legislator was nominated 

from members of  the majori-
ty party in the House, which 
is the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), in line 
with the Standing Rules of 
the House.

In his remarks, the Chief 
whip, Sir Pete Ibida, while 
speaking to Journalists, at his 
Campaign office, in Awka, 
on Friday,  thanked his col-
leagues in the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance APGA 
for finding him worthy to 
serve the Seventh Assembly 
as the Chief  Whip, assuring 
that he will discharge his du-
ties creditably.

On the incoming admin-
istration of  Professor Chuk-
wuma Soludo, Sir. Ibida, 
who is also contesting to 
represent Anocha/Njikoka/
Dunukofia Federal Constit-
uency in 2023 general elec-
tions, maintained that Pro-
fessor Soludo’s intellectual 
ingenuity which he displayed 

in his previous local and 
international assignments, 
would be brought to bear 
during his tenure and ex-
pressed optimism that the 
former Central Bank of  Ni-
geria Governor will deliver 
beyond expectations.

He described the the state 
governor, Willie Obiano, 
APGA National Chairman, 
Chief  Victor Oye and his na-
tional working committee as 
men and women of  impec-
cable characters, who have 
ensured that the party grows 
from strength to strength and 
made it clear that the party 
will soon become a leading 
national party because of  its 
ideology of  selfless service 
to the nation.

He assured that the state 
legislators will work cordial-
ly with Soludo administra-
tion to drive the state to the 
zenith of  development.
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Editorial

Knowing the 
implementable 
aspects of the 
signed amended 
electoral law

Now that the president, 
Mohammadu Buhari 
has assented to 

the controversial amended 
electoral act into law, it is 
expected that the clamors 
should not die down but a new 
dimension of advocacy needs 
to start towards ensuring its 
implementation to the letter. 
There’s need to x-ray some 
of the aspect of the law that 
needs implementation.

In Clause 29(1) of the law, 
it stipulates that parties must 
conduct primaries and submit 
their list of candidates at 
least 180 days before the 
general elections. Clause 65 
states that INEC can review 
results declared under duress 
by desperate politicians. This 
is to checkmate the rascality 
being experienced in the 2019 
election.

Again, Clause 3(3) states 
that funds for general 
elections must be released 
at least one year before the 
election, especially that 
clause 51 says that the total 
number of accredited voters 
will become a factor in 
determining over-voting at 
election tribunals.

Clause 54(2) makes 
provisions for people with 
disabilities and special needs.

Clause 47 gives legislative 
backing for smart card 
readers and any other voter 
accreditation technology that 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) deploys.

It must be noted equally 
that Clause 34 gives political 
parties power to conduct a 
primary election to replace a 
candidate who died during an 
election.

Clause 50 gives INEC the 
legal backing for electronic 
transmission of election 
results.

Clause 94 allows for 
early commencement of the 
campaign season. By this 
provision, the campaign 
season will now start 150 days 
to the election day and end 24 
hours before the election.

Clause 84 stipulates 
that anyone holding a 
political office – ministers, 
commissioners, special 
advisers and others – must 
relinquish the position 
before they can be eligible to 
participate in the electoral 
process either as a candidate 
or as a delegate.

We think that this law 
doesn’t become another non-
implementable aspect of our 
very many laws languishing in 
the coolers of non-adherence.
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Powerful rogue nations and the fate of Africa

O
n Thursday 
the 24th of 
February, the 

world woke up with 
the rude realization 
that the Russian 
invasion of  Ukraine 
has begun. For the past 
two weeks or more, the 
Biden administration 
through its elite 
intelligence reports, 
kept the world alerted 
of  the impending 
invasion, which has 
happened as predicted. 

The Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine has evoked 
to consciousness the 
world history before 
the formation of 
the United Nations. 
Before the formation 
of  the United Nations, 
powerful nations 
were loose to usurp 
and take-over weaker 
nations at their whims 
and caprices. It was a 
world that exalted the 
maxim that “might is 
right.”

But the world saw 
and witnessed the 
brutal consequences 
of  such a world in the 
wake of  the World War 
11 when Germany 
under the dictatorship 
of  Hitler occupied 
many independent 
nations in Europe. 
During the war, the 
world experienced the 
dark side of  humanity 
as many innocent 
people were gassed 
and starved to death 
in Concentration 
Camps littered all 
over Europe. On the 
account of  this, the 
world came together 
and invoked the better 
angels of  humanity by 
fighting and defeating 
Hitler and the Nazi 
regime. 

To forestall the 
repeat of  this brazen 
callousness by 

some nations, the 
Community of  Nations 
gathered and formed 
the United Nations on 
October 24th, 1945, 
in San Francisco, 
California USA. The 
Charter of  the United 
Nations attests to 
this fact “We the 
peoples of  the United 
Nations determined 
to save succeeding 
generations from the 
scourge of  war, which 
twice in our life-time 
has brought untold 
sorrow to mankind…” 
Going further, the 
Article 2 no. 4 of  the 
United Nations noted 
that “All members 
shall refrain in their 
International relations 
from the threat or use 
of  force against the 
territorial integrity or 
political independence 
of  any state, or in 
any other manner 
inconsistent with the 
purposes of  the United 
Nations.” (Cf. Charter 
of  the United Nations 

and statute of  the 
International Court of 
Justice, San Francisco, 
1945.)

However, the 
stark reality is that 
some nations have 
renegaded on the 
obligations of  the 
Charter of  the United 
Nations. These lawless 
nations are rogue 
states, and they pose 
a danger to the world 
peace. Christopher 
Preble noted that “…
rogue state pertains to 
violations of  state of 
sovereignty.” (Preble, 
c. 2005. The Bush 
Doctrine and “Rogue” 
States). Akan Malici 
noted in his list 
of  rogue nations, 
countries such as 
Cuba, North Korea, 
Iran, and Syria (Malici, 
A. 2009. Rogue states: 
Enemies of  our own 
making?, Psicologia 
Politica, 39, 39-54). 
Recently, the former 
American Secretary of 
States Mike Pompeo 

called China a rogue 
state by citing border 
attacks against India 
(Cf. Hindustan Times, 
June 20, 2020). 
Nonetheless, the 
unacceptable behavior 
of  Russia by invading 
Ukraine has made 
Russia a rogue nation 
by going against the 
norms of  the United 
Nations Charter and 
by the violating the 
sovereign integrity of 
Ukraine. Christopher 
Preble argued that 
“Iraq clearly acted 
as a rogue state 
when it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, and 
the International 
C o m m u n i t  y
responded with near-
unanimity; Saddam 
was expelled from 
Kuwait by a group of 
nations acting with 
the official sanction of 
the United Nations.”

As the world leaders 
condemned Russia’s 
invasion of  Ukraine, 
one powerful nation 
has remained silent. 
And that nation is 
China. China has 
been in hand and 
glove with Russian 
leader Vladmir Putin. 
Some experts have 
adduced that one of 
the reasons for the 
tacit support of  China 
for Russian aggression 
might be the status of 
nations such as Tibet 
subjugated by China. 
China has unilaterally 
abrogated The Sino-
British Declaration of 
1984. Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping does not 
respect international 
agreements. The 
seeming freedom of 
Hong Kong, which 
has an end date of 
2047 has been a 
source of  concern to 
China as it is likely to 
take over the country, 
and this is in line with 
the template Russia is 
about to implement in 
Ukraine

Opinion 

The Russian 

invasion of 
Ukraine has 

evoked to 
consciousness 

the world history 
before the 

formation of the 

United Nations. 
Before the 

formation of the 
United Nations, 

powerful 
nations were 

loose to usurp 
and take-over 

weaker nations 

at their whims 
and caprices. 

It was a world 
that exalted 

the maxim that 
“might is right.”

“

By Rev. Fr. Emmanuel-
Lugard Nduka

...Lessons from Russian invasion of  Ukraine

Putin



News Echo   Monday 28 February - Tuesday 1 March, 2022                Page 6

Bloodbath! 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
or the families of  Late 
Mr. Celestine Chukwuka 
of  Umuogbuefi village 

Ebenebe, in Awka North Local 
Government of  Anambra, 26th 
of  February was an anointed 
day to commit their beloved 
father, brother, son, husband, 
uncle and in-law to mother 
earth in concomitant with the 
traditions of  the community.

Little did they know that 
that the worst of  it was about 
to happen.  Late Mr. Ozo 
Chubuike Joseph Chukwuka 
according to what News Echo 
gathered was murdered in 
cold blood on 30th December, 
2021 by unknown assailants 
at Amansea Produce Check 
point. He was known as a 
notorious callous man and 
a cultist who threatened the 
peace and life of  communities 
and neighborhood. 

According to some of  the 
indigenes who spoke to our 
Correspondent and pleaded 
anonymity they noted that the 
34 years old Chukwuka was 
scheduled to be laid to rest but 
that fateful day being Saturday.

One of  the burial mourners 
who witnessed the ugly 
incidence narrated how it all 
happened. 

“We were at the burial 
place around 11:40am in 
the morning, listening to the 
sermon and getting ready to 
bury him when we heard gun 
shots, at first I thought it was 
vigilante men until few seconds 
we heard shouts and wailing 
and noise everywhere then I 
took cover”.

Shortly after the gun went 
on for minutes, it came to an 
abrupt stop and then came 
crying and shouting by my 
relatives then I went out to see 
what happened. Behold, some 
men suspected to be cult gang 
drove in into the arena and 
massacred people present.

They described him as a 
‘wicked soul who destroyed 

so many people while he was 
living’.

Apparently, the warning 
was ignored. So when the 
burial ceremony was being 
held on Saturday, the unknown 
gang stormed the venue and 
went on a shooting spree.

Another eye witness equally 
gave graphic ordeal of  how it 
all happened, “Ozor’s death 
was one that rang across the 
community, as he was feared 
when he was alive.

Narrating the incident, 
Nonso who was among those 
who brought in the coffin for 
lying in state; said “After we 
brought the coffin in, I went 
in and saw a group of  people 
praying for his soul and noticed 
they were his (secret cult) 
members. So I went out and sat 

away from the scene. “Shortly 
after, a vehicle drove in with 
about six men, armed with 
guns and they began to shoot at 
everybody. We ran for our lives, 
but my brother was killed in the 
process.

Another woman, also cried 
when she was speaking, said; 
“I was very embittered because 
I have lost all my brothers. 
They have all been killed in this 
wicked burial. We were warned 
but nobody took it serious. 
Why didn’t they just bury him 
instead of  this massacre? Now 
so many families have become 
bereaved and more burials will 
be performed. I am in pains, I 
am bitter”, she wailed.

Collaborating the 
information gathered, an 
indigene of  Ebenebe who gave 

his name as Godwin Okpala 
asserted that ‘Ozor Chibuike 
Chukwuka, that brought about 
the killing of  over 20 persons in 
his burial. He is from my town. 
He was a member of  a strong 
cult, he was feared by all, and 
very dangerous, he was even 
among those that led the gangs 
that killed police, burnt their 
stations and carted their guns 
away that many of  our people 
were hailing, then later he died 
by the sword, he was shot dead 
in December, and his rival gangs 
warned that he should not be 
giving a proper burial. They 
warned that if  they do, many 
heads will fall, and it did fall”. 

“They carried out their 
threat. And now many innocent 
people that knew nothing were 
among the dead. My own 

cousin was among the dead. 
Very bad day in Ebenebe”.

Meanwhile, no fewer than 
six people were injured and 
taken to COOUTH hospital, 
Amaku, Awka for treatment. 

Confirming the report, 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, Anamabra State 
Command, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu in a press 
statement made available 
to newsmen, said on “26th 
February, 2022 information  
was received from concerned 
citizens about the mayhem 
unleashed by cultists on 
rival cultists at the burial of 
a notorious cultist known 
as Ozo in Ebenebe, Awka 
North LGA”.

“Although no notification 
was given to the Police 
about the planned burial, 
the Commissioner of  Police 
immediately drafted Police 
Tactical Teams led by an 
Assistant Commissioner 
of  Police to the town to 
protect the people against the 
rampaging cultists”.

On the spot assessment 
indicated that not less than 
five suspected cultists were 
killed in cold blood. Some 
of  the corpses had been 
removed by their relations. 

“The Commissioner of 
Police is miffed at the cold 
heartedness of  criminal 
elements in the society who 
have no regard for the sanctity 
of  life of  their fellow citizens.

It must be restated that 
no one, no matter their 
grievance, has the right 
to take the life of  another 
person. The perpetrators 
of  this crime will be hunted 
down until they are brought 
to justice”.

The Commissioner of 
Police implores the good 
citizens of  Anambra State 
to continue to support the 
Police Command with 
timely information to enable 
it provide quality security 
for all residents and visitors 
alike.

…Gunmen massacre 
over 20 at Anambra burial

Cover 

Late Ozo Chukwuka
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Royal stool: Enugu community leader urges 
Ugwuanyi to ignore request for CoR
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I
n order to sustain peace, 
comfort and security in 
the society, government 

has been urged to create 
job opportunities by fixing 
electricity, water, healthcare 
centres, general hospitals, 
roads, invest richly in 
education, agriculture, build 
befitting markets, fix and 
control prices of  goods, 
commodities and services 
including prompt payment 
of  salaries and pensions.

This urge was given 
by the traditional ruler of 
Umuokanne autonomous 
community, Ohaji/Egbema 
local government area, Imo 
State, HRH, Eze Chiedozie 
Matthew Nwokoma (Eze 
Okaa- Omee 4th), during an 
interview with journalists at 
his palace on Sunday.

He frowned that 
violence and crime which 
bedevil the nation are 
adversely rooted from 
ungodliness, bad leadership  
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
unemployment, lack of 
infrastructure, poverty, 
suffering, difficulty, fallen 
education standard, 
decreased production 
on agriculture and quick 
money syndrome, advising 
the ruling class to imbibe 
democracy ethos to develop 
the society and wipe off 
penury, crime and insecurity.

The monarch who was the 
former OC, Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police, Intelligence 
Squad,  did not mince words 
as he charged the Governor 
of  Imo State, Hope Uzodim-
ma, to improve good govern-
ance by building quality infra-
structure, upholding quality 
and affordable education and 
befitting market structures 
across the state, as well as en-
gage the youth and women on 

trading and vocational skills.
He mentioned that 

Umuokanne is the most 
peaceful community in 
the Niger Delta because 
of  good leadership and 
tolerance among natives 
and strangers. He stressed 
that there was no bloodshed 
during the ezeship struggle 
in the community, hence 
the display of  maturity and 
patriotism by the people.

 “When the righteous 
is on the throne, the people 
rejoice. My subjects are 
rejoicing because our 
kingdom is cool and 
progressing. Indeed, 
Umuokanne Ohaji is the 
most peaceful community 
in the Niger Delta. This is 
because we have love, unity 
and tolerance. We have 
prominent people too, who 
understand the importance 
of  peace, comfort and 
development. When I was 
a regent, I maintained 
peace and we did not 
shed blood in the ezeship 
contest. The dedication of 
Diocese of  Ohaji/Egbema 
Anglican Church of  St. 
Peters Umuokanne was a 
huge success and we thank 
God for the feat achieved. 
I charge traditional rulers 
in the South East to rule 
their subjects with human 
face: love to ensure peace, 
progress, prosperity of  their 
community”.

“Therefore, I call on 
government to return 
security of  the community 
to the traditional rulers and 
as an intelligent security 
agent, I know what to do to 
make sure that peace returns 
in the society”.

Affirming that 
Umuokanne is blessed 
with great men and women 
who are doing well in 
all aspects of  life, the 
former Chairman, Imo 

Umuokanne monarch sues for peace, 
urges govt on empowerment, development

Don’t allow vandals loot airport road 
facility - Anambra Commissioner 

Anambra State government 
has asked host communities 
to the State Cargoes and 
Passengers Airport, and 
Airport Road facilities to 
safeguard them against vandals 
and thefts.

The State Commissioner 
for Works, Engineer Marcel 
Ifejiofor, gave the warning 
at commissioning of  11.4 
kilometers double lane road, 
Anambra State Cargoes and 
Passengers Airport, which 
passes from Enugu/Onitsha 
expressway to traverse 

through Awkuzu and Nteje 
communities in Oyi Local 
Government Area (LGA) 
and Umueri community in 
Anambra East LGA.

Ifejiofor, said it was painful 
how people loot and vandalise 
government properties at their 
disposal, not minding that 
such projects was aimed at 
developing the communities.

“As you can see, this road 
has been completed. This is an 
international road because it 
leads to an international airport. 
There are cables, lighting and 
other facilities on the road. We 
are appealing to the three host 
communities to safeguard these 

government properties at their 
disposal. Do not allow thefts 
to loot or vandalise them,” he 
maintained.

Earlier, governor Willie 
Obiano explained that the 
Anambra State Cargoes and 
Passengers Airport road was 
constructed within 11 months 
to an international standard, 
with about thirty years life 
span.

Obiano also hinted that the 
airport would soon be upgraded 
as its terminal building 
including the seven escalators 
have been completed, just 
as other facilities have been 
energized and improved on.

State Oil Producing Areas 
Development Commission 
and Federal Commissioner 
representing South East on 
Pilgrim Commission under 
the Presidency, Rev. Dr. 
Emmanuel Eberechukwu 
Ebomuche, described the 
Umuokanne monarch, 
Eze Chiedozie Matthew 
Nwokoma, as peaceful, 
kindhearted and ebullient 
breed who believes in 
goodness of  his subjects.

“Our Eze is ebullient 
and Umuokanne has the 
penchant for peace in the 
world. Hence we call on 
the whole world to come 
and invest in Umuokanne 
because the community is 
an investment haven for all. 
We love strangers and such 
has been our magic wand 
for peace and success”, he 
maintained.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he protracted Igweship 
tussle in Akama-Oghe 
community in Ezeagu 

local government area of 
Enugu State has continued 
continued unabated as one 
of  the two contestants for 
the throne, Chief  Christian 
Akpata, has urged Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to ignore 
what he called a fraudulent 
request to issue a certificate 
of  recognition to another 
contestant, Onyeka Ofodile 
by some persons in the 
community.

Some persons acting as 
the leaders of  town of  the 
community had in newspaper 
publication, accused the 
Ugwuanyi’s government 
of  unfairly treating the 
community over this matter. 

They “appealed to Enugu 
State Government to issue 
Certificate of  Recognition to 
Onyeka Ofodile to enable him 
begin to perform his functions 
in accordance with the Enugu 
State Chieftaincy Law”.

According to them, Ofodile 
was elected Traditional Ruler 
of  the Community and the 
result of  the election submitted 
to the Enugu State Ministry 
of  Chieftaincy by the Ezeagu 
Local Government Council 
since April 2019.

But, reacting in an 
interview with journalists, 
Chief  Akpata, insisted he was 
the duly nominated candidate 
for the royal stool with all 
the necessary documents 
in accordance with the 
constitution of  the community.

Akpata, who challenged 
his opponents to present any 
document with which they lay 

claims to the Igweship throne 
of  the community before the 
court, where the matter is 
currently pending, advised 
them to stop seeking a short 
cut that would never help 
them.

He accused the persons 
of  attempting to obtain the 
certificate of  recognition 
through fraudulent means.

According to Akpata, 
“The same persons used the 
name of  Christopher Nzekwe 
in their defense in court as the 
village chairman of  Umuifi. 
Nzekwe is the one who signed 
all my documents after my 
nomination. But in the letters 
they wrote to Ezeagu LGA 
and the Ministry of  chieftaincy 
affairs, changed the name 
of  village chairman to John 
Egeshi in their attempt to 
deceive the state government. 
This is fraudulent. 

“I want to call on the 
governor to make enquiry 
about the pending suit at 
Ezeagu High Court with suit 
No: A29/2018 between High 
Chief  Dr Christian Akpata 
Igwe-elect Akam Oghe vs 
Celestine Ukwuani, town 
union president Akam Oghe 
and others. He will appreciate 
the matter more”.

He explained why he went 
to court. “After the death of  our 
traditional ruler, the town union 
of  Akama-Oghe community 
wrote to the chairman of  
Umuifi village, where I come 
from, to select a new traditional 
ruler for the town.

“I was eventually selected 
by the village, who wrote 
the town union and equally 
presented me as the new Igwe.

“They also signed the 
letter brought to them to that 
effect. But suddenly, they 
refused to present me before 
the local government after I 
refused to sign a document 
that I should henceforth not 
look into any past dealings 
over the community land.

“I went to court in 
November, 2018 to order 
them to present me to the 
local government and the 
state ministry of  chieftaincy. 
But in April, they proposed 
to conduct another election 
which the state ministry of 
chieftaincy affairs did not 
participate and said they have 
elected Ofodile.

“The issue is, if  there’s any 
document Ofodile has to lay 
claims to the Igwewhip throne, 
let him present it before the 
court so that the matter will be 
over instead of  seeking a short 
cut that will never help him.

“They should stop 
disturbing the peace of  Enugu 
State and  our Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, who 
would not indulge himself  in 
injustice.

“So, all the documents that 
I am using to lay claims to the 
Igwewhip throne of  Akama-
Oghe community are in the 
courts and other government 
offices because I don’t have 
anything to hide. I know the 
community elected me as their 
choice”

Akpata said the people 
kicking against him were the 
oppressors of  the poor in the 
community and vowed that they 
would not succeed “because 
we have a man of  justice as 
governor of  Enugu State”.

By Ikenna Orioha

HRH, Eze Chiedozie Matthew Nwokoma (Eze Okaa- Omee 4th)
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We’re facelifting Imo for humanity - Rotary Club

I
n 1905, when Rotary was 
formed, the founders 
never envisaged that the 

organization they started 
by hanging out together 
will today be the foremost 
and leading International 
Humanitarian organization 
in the World. 

The birth of  Rotary 
in 1905 heralded a new 
order in selfless service to 
humanity. 

The humanitarian goal 
of  Rotary is to save lives, 
relieve suffering, and 
maintain human dignity 
as captured in the Seven 
Areas of  Focus.

Every 23rd February, 
Rotary celebrates its 
anniversary with this year 
been the 117th. 

In line with the 
celebration of  Rotary 
anniversary, the Rotary 
Club of  Owerri 
Metropolitan in partnership 
with Rotaract Zone 7, 
Imo observed the Rotary 
Day of  Service with a 
Community Service project 
aimed at Supporting the 
Environment and making 
it cleaner and safer for 
the inhabitants of  Owerri 
capital city, Imo State.

The Rotary Day of  
Service project took place 
at the popular Warehouse 

Roundabout, which is the 
busiest traffic junction in 
Owerri, and also a strategic 
entry point into the city 
centre.

Claded in their beautiful 
Rotary Shirts and apron, 
Rotarians led by the 
Visionary President, 

Rtn George Clifford and 
Rotaractors led by their 
ADRR, Rotr Fortune 
Obieze embarked on Street 
sweeping, picking of  refuse 
and traffic control. The aim 
of  the project was to give 
a face lift to the junction 
which is regarded as the eye 

of  the city, and also to ease 
the free flow of  traffic as a 
result of  the heavy traffic 
associated with vehicular 
movements leaving and 
entering the city.

The event culminated 
with the inaugural Rotary 
Service Lecture Series 

delivered by Past Assistant 
Governor, Rtn Jude 
Ohanele, with the topic: 
“Mankind is our Business 
and our Product is Service”.

While speaking, he 
enumerated the different 
avenues through which 
Rotarians can render 
services to the Community 
which include, Vocational, 
Community, International, 
Youth and Club. And for a 
wider reach in our Service 
to humanity, Rotary 
formulated the Seven Areas 
of  Focus under which our 
Humanitarian services are 
rendered in the world.

The highlight of  the 
day was the cutting of  the 
117th Anniversary Cake 
of  Rotary International by 
Rotarians and Rotaractors.

We are People of  Action, 
Mankind is our Business, 
and we participate in 
charity to care for people 
and our community. We 
give our money, time and 
talent in relieving the 
suffering of  humanity. 
We help people who are 
suffering and saving lives 
any time any place in the 
world. We are responsible 
people, conscious of  
circumstances of  other 
people’s lives, and helping 
them on the basis of  need, 
without discrimination.

By Grace Ofurum 

Members of  the Rotary Club of  Owerri Metropolitan in partnership with Rotaract Zone 7, Imo when they 
observed the Rotary Day of  Service with a Community Service project aimed at supporting the Environment and 

making it cleaner and safer for the inhabitants of  Owerri capital city, Imo State
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Special Report

2023: Enugu guber and 
zoning template

H
istorically, zoning or 
rotation came into 
Nigerian political 

lexicon at the front burner in 
the mass media in the second 
republic when the concept 
of  zoning of  political offices 
was first introduced by the 
defunct National Party of  
Nigeria (NPN) primarily to 
reduce friction associated 
with diverse inter-ethnic 
nationalities in the country.  

Also, during a National 
Constitutional Conference, 
a fallout from the annulment 
of  the June 12 1993 presi-
dential election, seasoned 
administrators, technocrats 
and elder statesmen which 
included Dr. Alex Ekwueme, 
Chief  Solomon Lar, Chief  
Bola Ige, Alhaji Abubakar 
Rimi, canvassed for rotating 
the presidency between the 
North and the South and 
specifically among the six ge-
opolitical zones (north-cen-
tral, north-east, north-west, 
south-east, south-south, and 
south-west).

In the words of  the current 
National Publicity Secretary 
of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Chief  
Alex Ogbonnia, “the zoning 
principle attained a healthy 
climax with the Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (PDP) led 
government, under Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo”

 The pan-Igbo Spokesman 
recalled “during the 
Obasanjo democratic era, 
zoning of  political party 
offices was also displayed 
publicly to the admiration of  
all the participants. 

“The zoning principle 
also applied to the ministries 
of  the federal government, 
such that some ministries, 
categorized  as Grade A, B, 
C, etc  were resolved across 
the six geo-political zones of  
the country to ensure balance, 
equity and national loyalty; 
and even down to the federal 
boards and parastatals. 

“The zoning system 
was so promoted that it 
was incorporated into the 
constitution of  the ruling 

South, Nkanu West, Nkanu 
East Local government areas. 

Majority of  the core 
Nkanus perceive people of  
Isi-Uzo local government 
area as Nsukka stock because 
of  their affinity hence a 
governor of  an Isi Uzo local 
government area is like 
a continuation of  Enugu 
North Senatorial zone reign. 
These people, however, are 
slow to see reason that some 
people from Isi Uzo local 
government area also have 
cultural ties with the Nkanus.

Perhaps, it is against the 
aforementioned backdrop 
that many professionals 
and political office seekers 
are beginning to fault the 
misconception of  the word 
“East” by pundits in x-raying 
the current politics of  Coal 
City State.

For instance, a governor-
ship aspirant in the State 
under the umbrella of  PDP, 
Professor Jehu Onyekwere 
Nnaji, demanded that all the 
six Local Government Are-
as that make up Enugu East 

Senatorial Zones should be 
given a level playing ground 
to produce the next governor 
in 2023.

Professor Nnaji who 
spoke through telephone 
from Rome where he had 
gone for consultations, said, 
“I discovered that while the 
Governor of  Enugu State 
Hon Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
and his predecessors have 
jointly affirmed that the 
next Governor of  Enugu 
State will come from Enugu 
East Senatorial District that 
some persons have become 
misguided.

The Law guru remarked, 
“This misconception stems 
from the fact that they 
deliberately give a different 
meaning to ‘East’ by 
thwarting the East in Enugu 
East to mean Nkanu East 
local government or Enugu 
East local government while 
emphasizing only ‘East’ by 
eliminating the preceding 
taxonomy ‘Enugu’ and 

By Chuma Austin, Enugu

People’s Democratic Party, 
PDP. The APC, in order 
to beat the PDP in their 
own game, in 2014 zoned 
their presidential candidate 
to the North and the Vice 
Presidential candidate to 
the South and that was the 
APC trump card for the 2015 
general election”, he noted.

Today, in Enugu State 
which is the centre of  this 
piece, political tension is 
growing and zoning is being 
played up consequently 
polarizing political 
leaders in the state as they 
strategize ahead of  the 2023 
governorship election.

Interestingly both pro 
and anti-zoning system 
elements are anchoring on 
justice, equity and fairness to 
actualize their dream.

While the people of  
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone are insisting that it is 
their turn to produce the 
next governor after the 
incumbent (Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi) the loyalists to 
Senator Ike Ekweremadu 

are vehemently opposed 
to it, arguing that zoning 
of  governorship was never 
followed and if  at all, was 
not in a written document. 
They further said that since 
zoning has gone round 
the three zones, namely; 
Enugu-East, Enugu West 
and Enugu North, the tick 
for governorship should be 
thrown open for meritocracy 
to reign. 

The third leg in the theory 
of  zoning in the state is that 
the people of  Enugu North 
senatorial zone are saying 
that equity, justice and 
fairness demand that the next 
round of  rotating or zoning 
should begin from them, as 
they had waited for so long 
to come to the saddle.

Investigation by this 
reporter reveals that within 
the Enugu East Senatorial 
zone there is an underground 
fierce battle between the 
people of  Isi-Uzo local 
government area and the core 
Nkanus who geographically 
occupy Enugu-East, Enugu Continues on pg. 11

Ugwuanyi
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...Enugu guber and zoning template

Continued from pg. 10

replacing it with Nkanu or by 
simply implying that Enugu 
East is to be understood as 
being a reference to the Local 
Government and not the 
Senatorial District”.

According to Professor 
Nnaji, ‘Some unscrupulous 
persons have gone further 
to draw non-existent 
genealogical links between 
Isi-Uzo and Enugu East 
while others disassociate 
the cultural links between 
Nsukka and Isi-Uzo so as 
not to undermine Isi-Uzo in 
the current Gubernatorial 
considerations.

 “All these tendentious 
permutations of  concocting 
a different meaning to ‘East’ 
nomenclature will snowball 
into a new scenario of  
agitation within the Enugu 
East Senatorial District which 
will add to the heat in the 
polity especially when most 
in Enugu East Senatorial 
District view Senator 
Ekweremadu’s ambition to 
be inordinate knowing full 

well that Enugu West is not 
to be in the consideration in 
the scheme of  things in the 
next gubernatorial elections 
of  2023.

“These situations and the 
dangers they portend have 
taken different dimensions 
as other political mischief  
makers have hijacked Enugu 
Politics seeing that Enugu is 
embroiled in determining how 
to roll out its long established 
Governorship zoning system 
which revolves around the 
three Senatorial Zones in a 
cyclic manner. 

“Most of  these mischief  
makers are not from Enugu 
and have migrated to Enugu 
from adjoining States of  
Ebonyi,Anambra,Abia and 
Imo. 

“While we are not at war 
with our brothers and sisters 
from nearby Igbo speaking 
states that make up the 
Southeast of  Nigeria, it has 
become pertinent to state 
that most of  these mushroom 
political pundits and opinion 

leaders have established 
various whatsapp platforms, 
fake blogsites and other social 
media platforms and in some 
cases place calls to potential 
aspirants seeking money and 
other gratifications from them 
to promote them to emerge 
as favourite gubernatorial 
candidates.

“This they do by 
conducting fake opinion polls 
and ascribing fictitious marks 
to any aspirant(s) they have 
conned to pronounce them as 
the winning aspirants. 

“While the Governor of  
Enugu is a distinguished pol-
itician that knows his onions 
and can’t be swayed by such 
obnoxious and mendacious 
poll results, the danger is that 
the unsuspecting public might 
be taken in by such fake pos-
tulations. 

“It is time to nip such 
actions in the bud and put 
paid to such polls by nefarious 
individuals who want to heat 
up the polity of  Enugu State 
and take advantage of  its 

fragmentation therefrom.
The question in the lips of  

many people in Enugu and 
even beyond is, will zoning 
be altered in Enugu State in 
2023?

In an interview with 
Mazi Kindness Jonah, a 
Civil Rights Activist based 
in Enugu, he said that for 
peace to reign in the state, 
zoning should be allowed to 
continue but a credible person 
should be given opportunity 
to emerge.

“There are highly intelli-
gent people from Enugu East 
Senatorial District like Pro-
fessor Jehu Onyekwere Nna-
ji and Professor Barth Nnaji 
from Nkanu West and Nkanu 
East local governments re-
spectively, citing example of  
last Anambra gubernatorial 
poll where Professor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo beat oth-
er contestants”, he added.

Both Professors Jehu 
Nnaji and Barth Nnaji have 
wonderful pedigrees.

Professor Barth, renowned 

robotics engineer and former 
Minister of  Power while 
Professor Jehu, a professor 
of  International law and 
diplomacy was a grant 
recipient of  the Foundazione 
Mediterraneo, Naples, Italy 
and distinguished professor/ 
visiting scholar of  the 
University of  Kansas law 
school USA,

“With the unfolding 
events, there is permutation 
that there is likely going to be 
a battle of  wits between the 
trio of  Professors Jehu, Barth 
and Senator Ekweremadu, the 
aspirations of  the likes of  Mr 
Peter Mbah, Hon Chijioke 
Edoga, Chief  Chinyaka 
Ohaa, among others, 
notwithstanding”, he added.

Now that PDP has swept 
all the 17 local government 
chairmanship and Councillor-
ship seats in the just conclud-
ed local government poll, will 
zoning take centre stage at its 
primaries especially with the 
galaxy of  aspirants in the par-
ty? Time, so to say, will tell.

Nnaji Ekweremmadu



Defending champions, Isuofia
trashes Ikenga 3 vs 0 as Aguata
Community Shield kicks off

News

Igbos can determine political 
direction of Nigeria - INC
By Grace Ofurum

A 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
group known as the 
Igbo Nation Coun-

cil (INC) in a political sum-
mit held in Owerri with the 
theme, Converting Numeri-
cal strength of  Ndigbo into 
political Capital  disclosed 
that with the numerical 

strength of  the Igbo ethnic 
group, it is capable of  driv-
ing the political direction of  
Nigeria.

Speaking through its Na-
tional president, Comrade  
Chilos Godsent in his ad-
dress disclosed that the Igbo 
tribe was once a great na-
tion but has fallen from that 
position to a state whereby 
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Abia NUJ calls for end to Police extortion 
of motorists
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Union of  
Journalists, (NUJ) , 
Abia State Council 

has urged  the federal gov-

ernment and the Inspec-
tor-General of  Police to 
call the personnel of  the 
Nigeria Police to order by 
directing them to stop the 
continuous extortion of  
motorists on some  roads in 
Abia State, particularly  the 
Police Headquarters and 
Mopol Base along Bende 
Road, Umuahia.

The NUJ made the call 
in Umuahia during the 
monthly congress of  the 
Abia State council, held at 
NUJ press centre.

The Union  in a commu-
nique signed by Abia NUJ 
Chairman Comrade Victor 
Ndukwe and  Comrade 
Adaeze Iroegbu, Secretary,  
observed with dismay, the 
activities of  the men of  the 
Police Force which some-
times resulted to embar-
rassment of  transporters 
and passengers by the said 
Policemen.

The Abia NUJ while 
joining other well-meaning 
individuals and groups in 
condemning the recent un-
fortunate attacks on traders 
at the relocated  cattle mar-
ket in Omumauzo, Ukwa 
West LGA lauded the Abia 
State government for her 
swift intervention and han-
dling of  the crisis, thereby 
preventing it from escalat-
ing.

It  welcomed  the cheer -
ing news  that Geometric 
Power Plant, Aba, which 
will supply electricity to 
Aba and its environs will 
soon commence operations, 
saying that  it would  bring 
about the much expected in-
dustrial revolution in Abia 
State as uninterrupted pow-
er supply will unlock the 
economic potentials of  the 
commercial city and boost 
the operations of  Medium 
and Small Enterprises in 

Flanked from Middle, Executive Governor of  Anambra state, Dr. Willie Obiano and wife, Dr. Mrs. Ebelechukwu Obiano
(Osodieme) during the ag off  of  11.5km Airport Road during the weekend.

an aboriginal ethnic group 
who were not recognized in 
time past is now claiming 
supremacy and ownership 
of  the country.

He maintained that the 
numerical strength of  the 
Igbo nation that is over 120 
million according to re-
search can become a verita-
ble tool to install a president 
from Igbo extraction

“There is the need to raise 
consciousness of  the nation 
of  the urgent need to politi-
cally activate the numerical 
strength of  the Igbo race in-
cluding information sharing 

the Abia.
It commended  Gover -

nor Okezie Ikpeazu fo r 
ensuring the resolution of  
the ownership dispute be-
tween Geometric and Enu-
gu Electricity Distribution 
Company which almost 
killed the over $500 million 
Geometric Power project 
dream and  and praised  the 
management of  Geometric 
for keeping faith while the 
nine-year legal tussle with 
EEDC lasted.

The congress urged the 
national secretariat of  NUJ 
to expedite action to make 
inputs, monitor and sensi-
tise members of  the Union 
on the ongoing amend-
ment of  the Nigerian Press 
Council Act by the Nation-
al Assembly, explaining 
that doing so would im-
mensely benefit Journalists 
in the country.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

D
efending champi-
ons of  last year’s 
2021 Aguata Com-

munity Shield football 
competition in an opening 
match to mark the year’s 
kick off, thrashed Ikenga 
community three zero win 
during the weekend. 

News Echo reports that 
the second annual tourna-
ment being organised by 
the Tropical Gate Foun-
dation for Sustainable De-
velopment as parts of  its 
mandate to harness poten-
tials, improving livelihood 
for greater productivity, 
through sports, education, 
healthcare, intervention 
research and skill develop-
ment.

Speaking during the kick 
off, Chairman Local Or-
ganising Committee, Dr. 
Whyte Nwankwo stressed 
that 2023 Aguata Com-
munity Shield is aimed at 
bringing the youths together 
and also helping the youths 
to actualize their talents 
and see how to make im-
pact towards local sports 
developmemt in Aguata. 
We so much believe that 
if  we give the youths these 
opportunities, they will be 
able to translate such for 
sustainable development.

“For the future, we in-
tend to have a better, unit-

ed Aguata filled with love, 
peace and progress. Also, 
assist the youths stay out of  
street and any social vices 
so that they can become en-
ablers of  community devel-
opment”.

Technical Director of  
the tournament, Chukwu-
ka Fidelis, explained that 
this year’s tournament is 
a unique one because it 
started early and the ulti-
mate desire, commitment 
from the sponsor, Apostle 
Nwaigbo in a special prepa-
ration that will give mean-
ingful development to these 
communities.

Mr. Fidelis however, 
encouraged participating 
communities to commit 
more of  their task towards 
achieving greater heights 
because the aim is to keep 
the youths off  the streets 
and engage them more 
meaningfully. He pleaded 
with President Generals 
and the Igwes in the com-
munities of  Aguata to en-
sure that these youths are 
been guided so as to keep 
them out from violent or 
unacceptable activities. 

Isuofia team Coach, 
Chekwube Okonkwo (Pele) 
while expressing satisfac-
tion over the three zero win 
against Ikenga noted that 
they are back to win the cup 
at this year’s tournament 
again citting the first win 
as preparedness for another 

ahead of  the 2023 electoral 
year, he stated.

The president further re-
integrated that the objective 
of  the group is to “strategi-
cally strengthen the internal 
framework for political sus-
tainable alliance with oth-
er blocs and geographical 
zones in Nigeria”.

He therefore enjoined 
Igbo youths to desist from 
drug addiction, cultism, kid-
napping and other vices that 
have the capacity to derail 
the future and destroy the 
Igbo nation.

In his keynote address, 

the National chairman. Af-
rican Democratic Congress 
ADC Chief  Ralphs Okey 
Nwosu stated that despite 
the fact that Nigeria operate 
with population which can 
be inflated,  the politics of  
the Nigeria has derailed the 
ability to ascertain the accu-
rate census figures. He dis-
closed that the population 
of  Igbos gives them good 
political Capital especially 
voting power.

“ Igbo votes can influence 
election results bin some 
states and cities in Nigeria, 
Igbo votes will impact the 

presidential election if  Igbos 
can be galvanized to vote in 
all the cities when they live 
in Nigeria” he stated.

Nwosu further urged Igbo 
tribe to take up responsibili-
ty as citizens of  the country 
and register, interface with 
candidates and always vote 
in all elections within the 
area where they reside.

However, he stated that 
Igbo votes alone cannot 
produce a president in Ni-
geria, hence the need for 
coalition building, coopera-
tion and collaboration.

Dr. Whyte Nwankwo (middle) with Referees Isuoa and Ikenga Team during the opening
ceremony of  the 2023 Aguata Community Shield Football Competition held in Amesi, 
Aguata LGA, Anambra State.
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 News Analysis

2023: Ukwa-Ngwa youths blow hot

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba 

H
on. Dannie Uba-
ni, President, Su-
preme Council 
of  Ukwa-Ngwa 

Youths has warned that any 
political party that fails to 
zone its 2023 governorship 
ticket to Ukwa Ngwa Politi-
cal Bloc in Abia state will lose 
the election.

Ubani who spoke during 
the Ukwa-Ngwa socio-eco-
nomic and political conclave, 
tagged, ‘Ike Nkwu 2022’, 
said that 2023 is the turn of  
the Ukwa-Ngwa people to 
take another eight years at 
the governorship position to 
make them at par with their 
Old-Bende Political Bloc who 
occupied the seat for sixteen 
uninterrupted years.

News Echo reports that the 
Supreme Council of  Uk-
wa-Ngwa Youths is the apex 
body of  all youths in the nine 
local government areas of  the 
Ukwa-Ngwa Political Bloc.

Ubani also said that any po-
litical party that deprives the 
Ukwa-Ngwa people of  the 
privilege of  flying their tickets 
will forfeit the massive sup-
port and votes from the Uk-
wa-Ngwa people.

He said, “Political parties 
are the vehicle through which 
political aspirations are actu-
alized. We are making a clar-
ion call and demand that for 
any political party to have the 
prospects, the hope and the 

promises of  winning the next 
governorship election in Abia 
State, such political parties 
should show their seriousness 
by committing themselves to 
the ideals of  fairness, justice 
and fair play by zoning their 
governorship ticket exclusive-
ly to Ukwa Ngwa land.”

Ubani said that it does not 
matter the name of  the party, 
but as long as such a party If  
PDP zones its governorship 
ticket to Ukwa-Ngwa Bloc, 
the Ukwa-Ngwa people will 
throw their huge numerical 
support to such a party.

He reiterated that should 
any of  the parties deprive 
Ukwa-Ngwa people of  the 
privilege of  flying their tickets 
that means that such a party 
has forfeited the mass support 
and votes from Ukwa-Ngwa 
people. 

“The rule of  the game is 
this - you rub my back, I rub 
yours. Any party that doesn’t 
place their governorship tick-
et at the exclusive preserve 
of  the Ukwa-Ngwa people, 
would have automatically lost 
the election.

“Our stand is that the next 
governor will build on the 
foundations laid by Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu. In line with 
the Abia Charter of  equity, 
no other people deserve the 
governorship than the Ukwa 
Ngwa people.

“We are engaging in a mo-
ment of  introspection; stock-
taking. We want to evaluate 
and analyze where we are 

Ukwa-Ngwa socio-economic and political conclave tagged, ‘Ike Nkwu 2022’ (palm fruit) which 
symbolizes huge population and strength in unity.

Ngor-Okpala bye-election:  INEC declares APC winner

By Anthnoy Ogbekile

T
he Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) returning officer for 

the Imo State House of  Assembly 
bye-election for Ngor- Okpala state 
constituency has declared Ama-
jirionwu Blyden Okanni of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), win-
ner of  the election.

Declaring the result at Umuneke, 
headquarters of  Ngor-Okpala Lo-
cal Government Area and Imo 
State Sunday, Prof. Ameh Dennis 
Akor of  Drama and Critical The-
ory, at the Alex Ekwueme Federal 
University, Ndufu-Alike, Ebonyi 
State said that the APC candidate 
polled 9,248 to defeat Jeff  Nwa-
chukwu of  the PDP who polled 
7,071 votes.

He stated that the total registered 
voters across the 11 existing elec-
toral wards in the area was 94,060, 
while the total number of  accredit-
ed voters was 18,083.

According to him, the election 
process commenced as early as 
8:30 am and ended at about 2:30 
pm, noting that all accredited vot-
ers with Bimodal Voter Accred-
itation System (BVAS) cast their 
votes.

He said that the election results 
were published, displayed and 
transmitted electronically using 
form EC60E and EC8A through 
the INEC’s portal.

Prof. Akor further stated that the 
number of  total votes cast was 17 
862 while the total number of  valid 
votes was 17 280 with rejected 582 
votes.

In another development, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP), Imo 
State has rejected the Ngor Okpa-
la State Constituency Bye-election 
held on Saturday, calling for total 
cancellation.

In a release signed by the Chair-
man, Engr. Charles Ugwu and 
made available to newsmen, it not-
ed that in over fifty polling units, 

coming from and where we 
are, to project into the realm 
of  where we need to be. 

“Our mascot, ‘Ike Nkwu’ 
(palm fruit) symbolizes our 
huge population and our 
strength in unity. It also typ-
ifies the power of  cohesion. 

It connotes our demograph-
ic advantage and its inherent 
leverage as we gravitate once 
again in the same direction as 
we did in 2015/2019. 

“The thorns in the palm 
fruit symbolize the fierceness 
of  youth energy. No foot-
baller, no matter how skilful, 
kicks palm fruit as football.

What we are pushing here 
is geared and tailor-made for 
the benefit of  the larger ma-
jority. 

“That’s the masses. We are 
making a clarion call, not just 
for our interest, but for the 
interest of  the larger Abia so-
ciety and that of  the political 
parties,” he said.

out of  193 Polling Units, elector-
al materials were forcefully cart-
ed with INEC ad hoc staff   taken 
to Sentiero Hotel along the Sam 
Mbakwe Airport Road to thumb-
print ballot papers and write results 
in favour of  the APC. “A few of 
the areas affected by this electoral 
fraud included, Ward 1 —008 & 
016, Ward 2 —015, Ward 3— 002, 
Ward 4— 005 and 010, Ward 5 - 
002, 006, 011, Ward 6— 001, 003, 
007, 008,009, 011, Ward 8— 004, 
005, 006, 007, 008, 009, 011 and 
Ward 11—002, 004, 010 & 012 and 
many others.

The party called for “Outright 
cancelation of  the Saturday, Febru-
ary 26, 2022 bye-election in Ngor 
Okpala, calling on INEC to order 
an immediate recount of  all the 
materials and votes and reconcile 
them with the BVAS data. It equal-
ly called on INEC to take steps to 
immediately move for the arrest 
and prosecution of  all those impli-
cated in this heist as contained in 
the Electoral Act and save our de-
mocracy both within and outside 
the state.

…Say any party that denies them ticket will lose

                                                  “
The thorns in the palm fruit symbolize the fierceness of youth 
energy. No footballer, no matter how skilful, kicks palm fruit as 
football. What we are pushing here is geared and tailor-made 

for the benefit of the larger majority. 

FMC Umuahia, NHIS take 
over NYSC clinic in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

T
he  National Health In -
surance Scheme (NHIS) 
through the Federal Medical 

Center Umuahia, has  taken  over 
the management of  the   camp 
clinic of  National Youths Service 
Corps (NYSC) in Abia State.

This development was coming 
on the heels of  the Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) recently 
reached by the Director General, 
National Youth Service Corps, 
NYSC, Major General Shuaibu 
Ibrahim with NHIS.

With this development, the camp 
clinic will now fully be run by med-
ical personnel  from the Federal 
Medical Centre in addition to all 
prospective corps members being 
registered into the NHIS scheme, a 
programme, according to the MoU 
that will end in three weeks after the 
corps members end of  service pass-
ing-out.

Speaking during the taking over 

of  the clinic, the State Coordinator 
NHIS Abia State, Mr. Eke Carmel-
lus, said that the MoU is a full pack-
age which will see her organisation, 
through the Federal Medical Center 
Umuahia, take full charge of  the 
camp clinic, with the provision of 
drugs, personal and upgrade of  fa-
cilities in the camp clinic.

He used the opportunity to intro-
duce the medical personnel, includ-
ing a Doctor, nurse, Lab Scientist 
and Pharmacist, who will be resi-
dent on camp to attend to the med-
ical needs of  the corps members. 
Drugs, also were supplied by the 
team, during the brief  taking over 
ceremony.

Responding, the State Coordina-
tor, NYSC Abia, Mr. Jingi Denis 
expressed joy over the develop-
ment.

He thanked the NYSC DG for  
pulling through the NYSC/NHIS 
MoU, which he said is capable of 
improving the welfare and Health 
Services of  the scheme to corps 
members.

PDP rejects election, calls for cancelation 
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Cr   me Watch

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
A g e n c y  

(NDLEA) carried out a 
major raid in Patey, Lagos 

lessing John, an 18-Byear-old girl, has 
been apprehended 

by the police in Adamawa 
State while searching for a 
ritualist to buy a boy she 
allegedly kidnapped.

She was alleged to 
have lured the boy from 
M i c h i k a ,  h e r 
neighbourhood, and took 
him to Mubi in search of  a 
buyer.

D S P  S u l a i m a n 
Nguroje, the Police Public 
Relations Officer in the 
State,  explained that 
Blessing John was arrested 
as a result of  a tip-off.

According to Nguroje, 
Blessing John told the 
police investigators that 
she wanted to raise money 
to buy a car and live a 
luxurious life, hence, she 
had to abduct the boy.

Accord ing  to  the 
PPRO, “she took the little 
boy to Mubi to sell, but 
when she could not reach 
the buyers on phone, she 
decided to search for 
another buyer. She ended 
up talking to the wrong 
pe r son ,  who  in  tu r n 
informed the police.”

N g u r o j e  f u r t h e r 
explained that a friend told 

her she could make money 
by supplying children to 
r i tual i s ts  and human 
traffickers.

The PPRO advised 

uspected terrorists in 

Sseparate attacks killed 
s eve n  p e r s o n s  a t 

Kuriga, along the Birnin 
Gwari-Kaduna highway, in 
Kaduna State. 

A pupil of  Government 
Science Secondary School, 
Birnin-Gwari, was reported 
to have escaped with a bullet 
wound on his way to register 
f o r  J o i n t  A d m i s s i o n 
Matriculations Board's 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
Matriculation Examination 
in the state capital. 

This was contained in a 
statement issued by the 
Birnin Gwari Vanguard for 
S e c u r i t y  a n d  G o o d 
Governance and signed by 
its Chairman, Ibrahim 
Nagwari, in Kaduna at the 
weekend. 

The statement added 
that three other people 
escaped with mild wounds, 

while 57 persons were 
abducted by the bandits.

The statement titled, 
'One student of  Science 
Schoo l ,  B i r n in -Gwar i 
t r av e l l i n g  f o r  JA M B 
registration attacked, seven 
others killed on separate 
a t t a c k s , '  r e a d ,  “ T h e 
n i g h t m a r e  o f  a r m e d 
banditry along Birnin-
Gwari-Kaduna highway 
has further deteriorated in 
the last 24 hours. Today 
(Saturday) around 10am, a 
final-year pupil of  Science 
Secondary School Birnin-
Gwari escaped with bullet 
wounds on his shoulder 
while on his way for the 
JAMB -UTME registration 
in Kaduna. 

“The dreadful armed 
bandits sprayed bullets on 
the vehicle conveying the 
pupil and others at Manini 
village after Kuriga along 

B i r n in -Gwar i  Kaduna 
Highway. The student is 
awaiting surgery for the 
removal of  the bullet in his 
shoulder at Jibrin Maigwari 
General Hospital in Birnin-
Gwari. 

“ S i m i l a r l y,  a r m e d 
bandits killed seven people 
at Unguwar Bula, Unguwar 
D a f i l l o  a n d  I j i n g a  i n 
Randagi district, Birnin-
Gwari on Saturday. The 
bandits on motor circles 
numbering fifty attacked the 
communities around eleven 
O'clock in the morning on 
Friday and lasted for four 
hours, preventing people 
from conducting Juma'at 
prayers.” 

As of  the time of  filing 
this report, neither the state 
n o r  t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e 
command had confirmed 
the attacks.

parents to ensure vigilance 
a n d  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n  c a r e f u l l y, 
stressing that they should 
not hesitate to report 
suspicious persons to the 
nearest police authority or 
any security agent.

Solomon Alape, Olayemi 
Akinola, Salami Qudus, 
B a k a r e  R a f i u ,  R o s e  
Samson, Yusuf  Rofiat and 
Chukwudi Egon.

Babafemi disclosed that 
the operation followed 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  
surveil lance in Osho, 
Gambari and Beecroft 
streets.

A team of  anti-narcotic 
officers stormed Gambari 

ome dreaded cultists 

Son the police wanted 
list have been arrested 

in the Ijebu-Ode area of  
Ogun State.

The five suspects were 

re por ted ly  a r res ted  on 
February 22 in their hideout 
a l o n g  M o l i p a ,  w h i l e 
planning another violent 
attack.

The Ogun State police 
s p o k e s m a n ,  A b i m b o l a 
Oyeyemi, identified the 
suspects as Segun Olabiyi 
(aka Koleje), Musa Atanda 
( a k a  M u s a  s a r s ) , 
Olorunjuedalo Adewale, 
Olamide Odewole and Peter 
Anuoluwapo Akinyemi.

According to Oyeyemi, 
the suspects were arrested 
f o l l ow i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n 
received by the police at 
Obalende division in Ijebu 
Ode that the hoodlums, said 
to be members of  Aiye 
confraternity, had gathered 
in groups at the back of  De 
Prime Hotel in preparation 
for a deadly attack.

As a result, the DPO of  
the Obalende division, SP 
Salami Murphy, mobilized 
his men and headed to the 
scene.

“ O n  s i g h t i n g  t h e 
policemen, the hoodlums 
engaged them in a gun battle 
but they were subdued by the 

superior firepower of  the 
policemen,” Oyeyemi said, 
adding that this led to the 
arrest of  the five suspects as 
others escaped with bullets 
injuries.

A local gun, two live 
car tridges and assor ted 
c r i m i n a l  c h a r m s  we r e 
recovered at the scene of  the 
gun duel.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation, according to 
Oyeyemi, revealed that the 
suspects had been actively 
involved in various cult 
clashes that had claimed 
many lives, including that of  
a serving policeman, Sgt 
Akeem Oseni, attached to 
Igbeba division.

“ T h e i r  t r a d e m a r k 
according to their confession 
is to cut off  the right hand of  
their victims after killing 
them. They also confessed to 
have been involved in some 
robbery operation in Ijebu-
Ode and its environs and that 
one of  their prominent 
leaders simply known as 
PERTH was killed in one of  
the robbery operations,” 
Oyeyemi said.

Island, over the weekend.
It was learnt that 

operatives of  the agency 
r e c o v e r e d  5 , 8 6 2  
kilograms of  illicit drugs, 

street, the “base of  the drug 
kingpin”.

The agency said “the 
cartel in the axis” mobilized 
hoodlums who attacked the 
operatives with stones, 
bottles and guns to prevent 
arrest.

“The operatives were 
able to tactically defend 
themse lves,  took  the  
suspects  and exhibits  
away”, it added.

i n c l u d i n g  L o u d  a n d  
Codeine.

A female kingpin, Mrs. 
Sherifat Kehinde Lawal, 
was arrested along with six 
others, Femi Babafemi, the 
spokesman announced.

They are Ahmed Yisau, 

NDLEA Chairman, 
Buba Marwa commended 
the officers and men of  the 
Lagos Command for their 
resilience.

The retired General 
warned those being used 
by cartels to obstruct or 
a t t a c k  a n t i - n a r c o t i c  
officers to desist or face 
dire consequences.
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NDLEA recovers 6kg drugs in Lagos Island, arrests female
kingpin, others

18-year-old girl arrested trying to
sell kidnapped boy

Suspected cultists and killers of
police sergeant arrested in Ogun

Seven killed, SS3 pupil
shot, 57 abducted in
Kaduna attacks



h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  TMonetary Fund says 
Nigeria's social safety net, 

which was created to support 
poor and vulnerable people in the 
country, suffers from limited 
coverage and weak targeting. 

The IMF said this in its 
'Nigeria Staff  Report for the 2021 
Article IV Consultation' report. 

The Washington-based 
lender said, “Nigeria needs to 
improve coverage and efficiency 
o f  i t s  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
programmes. As of  2018, around 
a fifth of  the vulnerable 
population (the bottom 60 per 
cent of  the population) receives 
some kind of  social assistance 
with a small fraction receiving 
cash transfers. 

“ D e s p i t e  r e c e n t  
improvements, for example, 
adding one million households 
to the social registry, Nigeria's 
social safety net still suffers from 
limited coverage and weak 
targeting.”

The fund recommended a 
cumulative increase in social 
spending by about one per cent 
of  the Gross Domestic Product 
for 2022 to 2026. 

It said, “The authorities, in 
collaboration with the World 
Bank, are developing a well-
targeted cash transfer program to 
support those affected by the 
removal of  fuel subsidies and 
strengthen the social protection 
systems 

“ M e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e  
developing and utilising the 
National Social Registry for 
adequate beneficiary selection, 
improving coordination and 
integration between state and 
n a t i o n a l  r e g i s t e r s ,  a n d  
establishing a strong information 

h e  N a t i o n a l TP e n s i o n 
Commission has 

s a i d  i t  r e c o v e r e d 
N 2 . 5 5 b n  p e n s i o n s 
deducted by employers 
f r o m  e m p l o y e e s ' 
monthly emoluments in 
2021 but not remitted to 
the Retirement Savings 
Accounts with their 
respective Pension Fund 
Administrators. 

Data obtained from 
P e n C o m ' s  l a t e s t 
quarterly report showed 
t h a t  t h e  r e c o v e r y 
included unremitted 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d 
sanctions. 

P e n C o m  a l s o 
disclosed its plan to take 
legal action against some 
of  the employees. 

It said in its fourth-
q u a r t e r  r e p o r t , 
“Following the issuance 
of  demand notices to 
defaulting employers 
whose pension liabilities 
were established by the 
recovery agents, the sum 
of  N984.m representing 
principal contribution 
(N406.42m) and penalty 
( N 5 7 7 . 8 7 m )  w a s 
r e c o ve r e d  f r o m  3 6 
defaulting employers 
during the quarter under 
review.

“Meanwhi le,  18 
defaulting employers 
have been recommended 
for appropriate legal 
action.” 

The commission, in 
i ts  Q3 repor t ,  said, 
“Following the issuance 
of  demand notices to 
defaulting employers 
whose pension liabilities 
were established by the 
recovery agents, the sum 
o f  N 5 5 9 . 3 5 m 
representing principal 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 

(N394.79m) and penalty 
( N 1 6 4 . 5 6 m )  w a s 
r e c o ve r e d  f r o m  2 8 
defaulting employers 
during the quarter under 
review. 

“Meanwhi le,  29 
defaulting employers 
have been recommended 
for appropriate legal 
action.” 

PenCom's Q2 report 
added that the sum of  
N398.01m, representing 
principal contribution 
(N243.4m) and penalty 
( N 1 5 4 . 6 1 m ) ,  w a s 
r e c o ve r e d  f r o m  3 1 
defaulting employers 
during the quarter under 
review. 

In Q1, the sum of  
N608.55m, representing 
principal contribution 
(N162.39m) and penalty 
( N 4 4 6 . 1 7 m ) ,  w a s 
r e c o ve r e d  f r o m  2 5 

he lingering crisis Ta r i s i n g  f r o m 
subsidy payment 

can be addressed with 
adequate and accurate data 
on the different levels of  
c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e 
petroleum products across 
the  c oun t r y,  Ayode j i 
Ogundiran has informed.

Ogundiran, who is the 
Managing Director/Chief  
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r , 
Fuelmetrics Incorporated, 
a  t e c h n o l o g y - d r i v e n 
company with major focus 
on oil  and gas,  while 
speaking in an exclusive 
c h a t  w i t h  o u r 
co r re sponden t  a t  the 
weekend, lamented that it 
is shocking to know that a 
country as big as Nigeria 
cannot accurately tell what 

volume of  fuel her citizens 
consume today.

“ T o d a y ,  y o u ' r e 
hearing 50million litres 
tomorrow; it's a different 
thing entirely. And the 
m o r e  s u b s i d y  t h e 
government is paying, the 
l a r g e r  v o l u m e  o f  
consumption.”

According to him, 
“The reality is that Nigeria 
is not just subsidising for its 
citizens, it subsidises for all 
of  its neighbours as well. 
People simply buy products 
from depots in Lagos and 
take it to border countries 
like Benin Republic, where 
fuel is selling for twice our 
local price. Nigeria's fuel 
price is about the cheapest 
in the world.”

While noting that 
government may have 

genuine reasons not to 
want to embark on subsidy 
removal just yet, the ICT 
expert however assured 
that the solution to address 
this challenge arising from 
subsidy payment can be 
a d d r e s s e d  w i t h 
homegrown technology.

“ P r o b a b l y ,  t h e 
government has certain 
data to say we can do this 
now or we cannot do this 
yet. But we have engaged 
and done proof  of  concept 
and showed them that it 
works. Every agency of  the 
government that is concern 
about this issue is aware of  
what we are able to do. I 
believe one day soon, the 
government will wake up 
and say it is time for us to 
do the right thing. The right 
thing is actually for the 

government to say we need 
data for the operation of  
every station. There is an 
act that says government 
must get data from every 
station.

“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
government doesn't have 
that manpower. And this is 
2022, they don't need much 
manpower, what they need 
is technology. Our clients 
sit in their head offices and 
know what is going on 
across all of  their stations. 
S o,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g 
stopping the country from 
saying we want to know 
what's going on across the 
country. Believe me, when 
that happens, the amount 
the government is paying 
on subsidy is going to 
reduce by as much as 60 per 
cent.”

defaulting employers 
during the quarter under 
review.

PenCom said  to 
boost compliance, it 
carried out sensitisation 
workshops, capacity-
building programmes, 
a n d  s t a k e h o l d e r 
engagement meetings 
d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r t h 
quarter. 

It said the activities 
included a meeting with 
f o u r  p i o n e e r  P FA s 
managing a majority of  
the RSAs of  employees 
of  Kaduna State  to 
review the solutions 
proposed by the PFAs 
and Kaduna State to 
address the accrued 
rights liabilities owed to 
t h e  r e t i r e d  a n d 
disengaged employees of  
the state. 

Pe n C o m  s a i d  i t 
c o n d u c t e d  v a r i o u s 

w o r k s h o p s  o n  t h e 
developments in the 
Contributory Pension 
Scheme for a number of  
public and private sector 
organisations across the 
six geopolitical zones of  
Nigeria. 

I t  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
commission participated 
a t  t h e  2 0 2 1  L a g o s 
International Trade Fair 
organised by the Lagos 
Chamber of  Commerce 
a n d  I n d u s t r y  i n 
collaboration with the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government. 

“The fair provided 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
sensitise members of  the 
public on the workings 
of  the Micro Pension 
Plan as well as respond 
to other inquiries on the 
CPS.”

management system. 
“Staff  supported these 

measures and recommended 
increasing social spending by up 
t o  1  p e r  c e n t  o f  G D P  
cumulatively for 2022-2026 
(around 0.2 per cent of  GDP 
each year) for well-targeted 
programmes.” 

The  Pres iden t ,  Major  
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), had early this month said 
the poor and vulnerable in 
Nigeria remained a top priority 
for protection and lifting from the 
poverty cycle, adding that his 
regime would sustain social 
safety nets while expanding 
access  to  educat ion  and 
opportunities. 

The National Coordinator, 
National Social Safety Nets 
Coordinating Office, Mr Apera 
Iorwa, recently told newsmen 
that the Federal Government 
disbursed about $300m to the 
poor and vulnerable in its 
National Social Register through 
N5,000 cash transfers in four 
years.

The agency, which is under 
the  Federa l  Min i s t r y  o f  
Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster 
M a n a ge m e n t  a n d  S o c i a l  
Development, coordinates the 
National Social Safety Net 
Programme. 

NASSCO was established in 
2 0 1 6  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government, alongside the 
World Bank, to strengthen social 
safety nets and social protection 
system in Nigeria in order to help 
end extreme pover ty and 
promote shared prosperity. 

The World Bank offered a 
credit of  $500m to support the 
social safety net programme, 
which will end by June 2022. 

However, Iorwa disclosed 
that another $800m had been 
approved by the World Bank to 
extend the support programme 
to 2024 in a way that would 
benefi t  8.5 mil l ion more 
Nigerians.

He had said, “We have been 
able to secure an additional 
$800m facility from the World 
Bank to answer the most pressing 
issues of  the hike in prices 
occasioned by the high rate of  
inflation. The $800m facility will 
start in February, overlapping 
with this current programme in 
June. 

“This current programme in 
June is paying only $2m till June 
30. The $800m facility will take 
over and continue to pay this $2m 
till 2024. We will pay an 
additional 8.5 million people 
through the rapid response 
register for the urban poor. Since 
the urban poor is an emergency 
fund transfer, this 8.5 million 
people will be paid from six 
months to only one year, N5,000 
monthly.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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Nigeria's social safety net
suffers from limited coverage,
weak targeting – IM

N2.55bn unremitted pensions recovered
in 2021 says PenCom

How FG can address crisis of subsidy payment
By Ibrahim Apekhade Yusuf 
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mo State Government has declared that the re-election of Gov Hope Uzodinma will be done by the people of Imo state who will not be influenced Iby” rabble-rousers like Nyesom Wike” It also declared that the re-election of the Governor is assured based on his sterling performance unlike 
the Rivers governor “who in the last seven years has squandered the goodwill of the people while chasing shadows and meddling in the affairs of 

other states” Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Hon Declan Emelumba was reacting to the statement credited to Wike that PDP will take 
over Imo state in the next election. Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers State, had mocked the All Progressives Congress, APC, over its postponed 
national convention. Wike said a party that cannot organise its convention should be viewed as lacking the ability to rule the country. The governor 
spoke at the special grand reception organised to celebrate the National Secretary of the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, Senator Samuel Anyanwu, 
by Imo State PDP Chapter at Kanu Nwankwo Sports Complex, Owerri, yesterday, according to a statement by his Special Assistant on Media, 
Kelvin Ebiri. Wike said such inability as shown by the APC was another proof for Nigerians to rely in denying the APC any place of governance both 
at the federal level and in any state of the federation in 2023.He said it was unfortunate that the disunity in APC in Rivers State led to the emergence of 
Wike who struts the stage like a drunken emperor. Wike enjoined members of the PDP in Imo State not to succumb to any form of intimidation 
against them by any party, adding that days of such intimidation are gone. He emphasised that one of the reasons for attending the reception was to 
tell them of the need for PDP to strategise and reclaim the governorship of Imo State because the sitting governor has failed already.

he sheer quantum of  roads done by Uzodimma in two years is a testament of  his Tprodigious service delivery. He has empowered the youths. He has reactivated 
industries. He has brought back health institutions to live in. More than that, he 

has united Imo people and returned power to the people.” “While Wike was busy 
wasting the state's resources in building flyovers that are useless, he has not been able to 
fix even the general hospital in Isiokpo, the heart of  Ikwerre land.”  “The “gra gra” 
posture and domineering attitude of  Wike led to the defection of  two governors to APC 
while more will follow in the following months.” Which PDP will take over Imo State? 
The fractured one that has been colonised by Wike, which is now his appendage or 
which one? If  the performance of  Wike was an indices of  the strength of  PDP, then the 
party will never dethrone Uzodimma because the River state governor is synonymous 
with unmitigated failure and crass recklessness He noted that, unlike Wike whose 
discriminatory policies have torn Rivers apart, Uzodinma has been able to spread 
infrastructure in all the 27 local government areas of  the state. The man in question is a 
colossal failure and a megalomaniac whose posturing has left Rivers State poorer in the 
last seven years. He is a complete failure in governance and leadership and therefore is 
unfit to assess Uzodinma.” Hope Uzodimma's sterling performance will win him re-
election and not the fantasies of  a confused man whose is a celebrated failure.” ” In 
many states of  Nigeria including Cross River, the man has been declared a persona non 
grata. Let him not test our will”. Wike has not only turned the youths of  the state to 
labourers of  Julius Berger, due to unemployment but has divided the state through his 
divisive and erratic policies. I urge Wike to humble himself  and learn governance and 
leadership from Uzodinma whom he said has done in two years what the Rivers 
governor could not do in seven years.  Wike should to be wary of  his utterances because 
Imo people will not tolerate any disrespect to the Government and people of  the state.

igerians are angry because the party (APC) at the national level is a failure. It's 

Na failure to the point that it is ruling Nigeria with tension. Ordinarily to sign 

the Electoral Act, they keep on postponing it every day and Nigerians are 

tired. “A party that cannot hold a national convention is it a party that can rule Nigeria? 

Ordinary convention, a party in power cannot hold one. Look at how we did our own. 

That is to tell you that PDP is the party that should rule Nigeria. This is the party that 

will rule Imo State too.” “The only mistake that we will make to allow the man to come 

back is for us not to work together, and we will not make that mistake. “Now, all of  us 

must unite. If  there is no party, there will be no governor. If  there is no party, there will 

be no president. “Let nobody fear, nobody can intimidate us. Can you be intimidated? 

All that time has passed when somebody that carried fourth will come first. It will never 

happen again. “But if  you want us to take back Imo State in the next election, all of  us 

must work together. We are ready to support you to take back Imo State.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Wike takes anti-APC
DNA to Imo Government,
Declan Emelumba retorts

EmelumbaEmelumbaEmelumba

Imolites, not you will vote for
Hope. You need to learn from
Uzodimma – Emelumba

WikeWikeWike

Mistake of “No 4 position to
No 1” must not happen again
in Imo state – Gov Wike
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Russia in Moscow on 
March 24 and should the 
hosts win they would host 
the winners of  the match 
between the Czechs and 
the Swedes on March 29. 

Le Graet concurred 
with the trio's stance. 

“In these dramatic 
circumstances, how can 
one  envisage  p lay ing 
f o o t b a l l  a g a i n s t  t h i s 
country,” he said. 

FIFA have yet to take 
any action against Russia 

saying on Thursday they 
were “concerned” by the 
“tragic” situation with 
president Gianni Infantino 
s a y i n g  t h e  W o r l d 
governing body had the 
capacity to take action on 

a p o l i  c o a c h , 

NLuciano Spalletti, 
has  r ubb i shed 

r u m o u r s  o f  i n j u r y 
prob lems  concer n ing 
Victor Osimhen.

Osimhen has been 
listed for today's Serie A 
clash at Lazio and Spalletti 
said the Super Eagles 
striker is fit and raring to 
go.

“He (Osimhen) is ok. 
Osimhen is very good, he 

nthony Nwakaeme 

Ahas  mainta ined 
Trabzonspor will 

not stop fighting until they 
are crowned champions of  
Turkey.

Nwakaeme scored the 
winning goal with a last-
gasp penalty and also gave 
an assist for Trabzonspor to 
increase their lead at the top 
of  the table by 17 points on 
the back of  a 3-2 win against 
Kayserispor.

It was a remarkable 
comeback win for the league 
leaders as they were down 2-
0 after the first half.

“ We  w i l l  n o t  s t o p 
fighting until we have the 

championship in 
our own hands,” 
declared 32-year-
old Nwakaeme.

“We showed 
that in this match. 
We won with a 
penalty goal at the 
last second.

“Kayserispor 
made a good start. 
But the end is 
more important 
t h a n  t h e 
beginning.  We 
finished well.”

Trabzonspor 
l a s t  w o n  t h e 
Turkish league in 
t h e  1 9 8 3 / 8 4 
season.

can play 90 minutes,” 
Spaletti said to douse 
speculations surrounding 
the striker after an icepack 
was strapped around his 
knee when he was replaced 
in a Europa League tie 
against Barcelona.

Osimhen has netted 11 
goals in all competitions 
this season.

Napoli could shoot to 
the top of  the table in Italy 
with a win at Lazio.

the play-off  matches at 
“any moment”. 

European governing 
body UEFA did  take 
action on Friday, stripping 
S a i n t  P e t e r s b u r g ' s 
Gazprom Arena of  the 
Champions League final 
on May 28 and awarding 
the showpiece match to the 
Stade de France in Paris. 

U E F A  a r e  a l s o 
believed to be debating 

whether to cancel their 
sponsorship deal with 
R u s s i a n  g a s  g i a n t 
Gazprom, whose majority 
shareholder is the Russian 
state.  

Gazprom renewed the 
contract in May 2021 to 
run to 2024.The deal to 
sponsor the Champions 
League is worth a reported 
40 million euros ($45 
million) a year.  

ussia should be Rexpelled from the 
2022 World Cup 

after invading Ukraine, 
F r e n c h  F o o t b a l l 
Federation president Noel 
Le Graet told Le Parisien 
newspaper on Sunday. 

On the fourth day of  
the invasion, Ukrainians 
and Russians said they 
were ready for talks to halt 
a conflict that has forced 
hundreds of  thousands of  
people to flee their homes. 

h e l s e a  w i n g e r 

CCallum Hudson-
Odoi has said his 

relationship with manager 
Thomas Tuchel is now rock 
solid.

Within two months of  
the German's arrival, their 
relationship was in the 
spotlight when Tuchel 
b r o u g h t  h i m  o n  a t 
Southampton at half-time 
before hauling him off  31 
minutes later.

“That situation was 
very strange to me,” says 
Hudson-Odoi. “I've never 
been in a situation like that, 
so when it happened in my 
head I was just like, there 
was no need for me to sulk 
or go into a strop or give 
attitude because that's not 
t h e  p e r s o n  I  a m . 
Everything was calm, be 
happy, be relaxed.”

It is an open secret that 
Tuchel wants more from 
Hudson-Odoi. You only 
h a v e  t o  w a t c h  h i s 
histrionics from the bench 
to know that. It is also 
increasingly apparent that 
Tuchel is slowly being won 
round by the 21-year-old.

“The manager is a very 
good guy, tactically he's 
amazing,” said Hudson-
Odoi to the Daily Mail. 
“He knows how to get the 
best out of  each player, 
sometimes it might be in a 
way that you don't want to 
hear it or he might be 
shouting in a way that you 
t h i n k :  ' W hy  a r e  yo u 
shouting so much on the 
touchline?'

nyimba boss, Finidi EGeorge, is furious 
with match officials 

following his side's defeat 
to Heartland in the Nigeria 
Profess ional  Footbal l 
League NPFL on Saturday.

Speaking af ter  the 
game in  Ower r i ,  The 
f o r m e r  N i g e r i a n 
international claimed his 
side was hard done by 
some referee decisions and 
won't mind quitting the 
league if  things don't get 
better.

He said: “ You watched 
t h e  m a t c h ,  I f  I  s a y 
someth ing  then  I  am 
leaving this league, you 

cannot play football this 
way and expect to get 
another result and that is 
what we are experiencing 

Nationwide”
“You all saw the game 

and I am not going to 
comment  about  tha t , 

winning or no winning it 
should be better and games 
like this should be better 
and I wish you guys are 

doing a better job, you all 
watch the game and it is not 
about coaching, it is not 
about anything, the league 
should be better than this”

“Is it right what is 
happening, journalists 
should write about what 
they are seeing in different 
centers across the country, 
football is dying”, He said.

M u r p h y  C h u k w u 
scored the only goal of  the 
game for Heartland in the 
57th minute.

The defeat  means, 
Enyimba remain 7th on the 
table, eleven points behind 
leaders Rivers United.

“Sometimes it's hard to 
understand and you think 
to yourself: 'Can you calm 
down a little bit and stop 
shouting as much?!'

“But he's trying to get a 
message across and make it 
clear to you that: 'Listen, I 
want this from you because 
I want to win the game. I'm 
not just going to shout at 
you, I'll shout at everybody 
to make sure we get the best 
out of  everybody. And we 
win the game. Or get the 
1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  o u t  o f  
everybody'.

H u d s o n - O d o i 
admit ted the German 
manager knows how to get 
the best out of  each player

“ I t ' s  d e f i n i t e l y  a 
different sort of  manager 
compared to the others 
ones I've been under. He's 
always on his toes, always 
up and ready to make a 
gesture or talk. Just very 
vocal.

“It's good on the pitch 
but sometimes it's like: 
'Can you quieten down a 
little bit, not shout as 
much?' But it's OK.”

France were crowned 
world champions in 2018 
after beating Croatia in the 
final in Moscow. 

“The world of  sport, 
and especially football, 
cannot remain neutral. I 
certainly would not oppose 
the expulsion of  Russia,” 
said Le Graet.

Poland, Sweden and 
the Czech Republic have 
all refused to play Russia in 
the World Cup play-offs. 

Poland are due to play 
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Ukraine: Pressure mounts on FIFA
to expel Russia from 2022 World Cup

My relationship with the manager
now solid  – Hudson-Odoi

Serie A: Osimhen not injured,
Spalletti declares 

Turkish League: We won't stop
fighting till we are champions
– Nwakaeme

NPFL: Finidi threatens to quit over referee's poor officiating

Tuchel, OdoiTuchel, OdoiTuchel, Odoi

NwakaemeNwakaemeNwakaeme

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen
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ve r t o n ' s  b o s s , EFrank Lampard, 
has played down 

injury concerns for Donny 
van de Beek after their 
defeat to Manchester City.

Lampard hopes Van 
de Beek was only suffering 
from cramp when he was 
substituted in the second 
half  of  Everton's 1-0 
defeat to City yesterday.

“We hope it's cramp, 
that's our hope,” Lampard 
said.

aris Saint-Germain Pb o s s ,  M a u r i c i o 
P o c h e t t i n o ,  h a s 

insisted that it will be extra 
motivation for his players 
after UEFA moved the final 
of  this year's Champions 
League from St Petersburg to 

est Ham claimed a 

Wvaluable Premier 
League victory 

over Wolves to reignite their 
pursuit of  a top-four finish.

T o m a s  S o u c e k 
celebrated his 27th birthday 
by scoring the only goal of  the 
game for the Hammers, with 
t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c 
international poking home 
from Michail Antonio's pass.

The result moves West 
Ham up to fifth in the table, 
above  Ar sena l  on  goa l 
difference and two points 
behind Manchester United in 
fourth – however the Gunners 
have three games in hand on 
both.

Consecutive draws had 
seen David Moyes' side lose 
ground near the top of  the 
table but they created several 
excellent chances to score and 
deserved their win over 
opponents who also have 
European aspirations.

Aaron Cresswell and 
Declan Rice both went close 
to opening the scoring for the 
h o s t s ,  w i t h  E n g l a n d 
midfielder Rice curling a 
superb 20-yard effort against 
the right-hand post.

And Jar rod Bowen, 

Soucek and Pablo Fornals all 
had opportunities to double 
their advantage and ensure a 
more comfortable conclusion 
for the hosts who were forced 
to  wi ths tand some la te 
pressure from Wolves, who 
stay eighth.

Paris.
The Champions League 

final was initially scheduled 
to be played at the Gazprom 
Arena, Russia, on May 28.

B u t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
invasion of  Ukraine, Russia 
will no longer host the 

Champions League final.
The Champions League 

final will instead take place at 
the Stade de France in Paris, 
France.

Reacting, Pochettino 
told a press conference as 
PSG defeated St-Etienne 3-1 
on Saturday: “It's an extra 
motivation; there is great 
excitement.

“We have already taken 
part in a Champions League 
final, and that is something 
extraordinary. But there is a 
lot of  work ahead of  us to get 
there.”

Pochettino's men will 
hope to build on their 1-0 
lead when they take on Real 
Madrid in the Champions 
League round of  16 second-
leg tie in March.

“ I  d o n ' t  wa n t  t o 
completely commit to 
that, but we hope it is. He 
said he felt like it wasn't so 
bad.

“I thought he played 
really well, he put in a big 
shift.

“ F r o m  h i m  n o t 
playing many games to 
coming in and playing a 
few games for us, cramp is 
understandable.

“We just hope it's not 
worse than that.”

u v e n t u s  a r e 

Jstruggling to get 
close to the terms 

Paul Pogba wants to leave 
Manchester United.

Off  contract in June, 
P o g b a  i s  o p e n  t o 
returning to former club 
Juve.

H o w e ve r,  L e  1 0 
Sport reported that Juve's 
o p e n i n g  c o n t r a c t 
proposal falls well short 
o f  w h a t  P o g b a  i s 
currently earning.

The midfielder is on 
€ 1 5 m - a - y e a r  w i t h 

rsenal are being 

Al i n k e d  w i t h 
Liverpool striker 

Divock Origi.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

Football.London, Arsenal 
h a v e  a n  e x c e l l e n t 
opportunity to solve their 
striker shortage by signing 
Origi from Liverpool in 
the summer ahead of  next 
season.

T h e  B e l g i a n 
international's contract is 
set to expire with the Reds 
at the end of  the season 
m e a n i n g  t h a t  h e  i s 
available on a free transfer.

He has shown how 

valuable his from the 
substitutes bench in recent 
years, and his presence 
would be a welcomed 
addition at Arsenal.

Eddie Nketiah is the 
current substitute striker, 
but his lack of  goals in the 
most important moments 
highlights why the club 
should let him go, as Origi 
would be a better option.

Origi wouldn't come 
to the club as the main 
striker signing, but the fact 
he is available on a free 
transfer means he would 
be an excellent acquisition 
to be a rotational striker.

ewcastle United 

Nm a n a g i n g 
d i r e c t o r , 

Amanda Staveley, has 
confirmed they tried to 
sign Reims striker Hugo 
Ekitike in January.

Staveley said they 
looked at the 19 year-old 
seriously last month.

The director told 
T h e  A t h l e t i c :  “ We 
looked at all the players 
available in Europe, 
America, everywhere.

“There were a few 
young players we wanted 
to bring in like (Hugo) 
Ekitike, but he wouldn't 
have been a player for 
today, he would have 

been an investment for 
the future.”

Reims eventually 
priced Ekitike out of  a 
move away, with clubs 
across Europe keen on 
the striker.

aris Saint-Germain Ph ave  a l l e g e d l y 
ident i f ied  Lens 

midfielder Seko Fofana as 
an ideal signing for the 
summer transfer window.

Les Parisiens are 
seemingly set to bolster 
their engine room ahead 
of  the 2022-23 season and 
a r e  r u m o u r e d  t o  b e 
monitoring the futures of  
Paul Pogba and N'Golo 
Kante.

L e n s  m i d f i e l d e r 
Fofana has made a name 
for himself  in Ligue 1 with 
Sang et Or since their 
promotion to the big time 
in 2020, with the 26-year-
old amassing seven goals 
from 25 Ligue 1 starts this 
season.

According to Le 10 
Sport, via Get French 
Football News, PSG have 
now added Fofana to their 
list of  midfield targets 
should moves for Kante 
and Pogba not bear fruit.

Fofana is expected to 
be in high demand this 
summer, though, with 
Leeds United, Burnley 
and Newcastle United all 
credited with an interest 
d u r i n g  t h e  Ja n u a r y 
transfer window.

T h e  f o r m e r 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y 
youngster has registered 
11 goals and five assists in 
60 appearances across all 
competitions for Lens and 
is not due to become a free 
agent until 2024.

United, while Juve can 
only put together a €7m-
a-year package.

Also in contact with 
Pogba ' s  agent  Mino 
Raiola now is PSG.
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vents of  the past few Edays are throwing up 
indications that the 

battered Nigera's democracy 
may be resuscitated with the 
forthcoming general election, 
a possible new level. 

With the recent signing of  
the amended Electoral bill 
2022, into law by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, barely 
f i v e  ( 5 )  d a y s  t o  t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  3 0 - d a y 
provision within which the 
nation's president must assent 
to a Bill transmitted to him or 
have the National Assembly 
ve t o  h i m ,  i s  a  p o s s i b l e 
indication that the unsavory 
narrative of  the Nigerian 
people may be changing to the 
right.

Like a magical twist, the 
non-compliant, old fashioned 
and 'go-slow' president signed 
the amended Electoral bill, 
into law, probably as a result of  
irresistible internal and (or) 
external forces or a much more 
harder pressure from the gods.

But, it is an ugly recitation 
that, this administration, since, 
its inception  barely six (6) 
years ago as a government, has 
been on the wrong side of  
democrat ic  his tor y with 
virtually all its actions and 
reactions ticking in opposition 
to all  known democratic 
practices, measuring from 
global democratic index.

N i ge r i a n  d e m o c r a c y 
experience, has in the past six 
(6) years been synonymous 
with the like of  a nation 
waiting for shipwreck to 
happen, particularly with the 
incessant crises, restiveness 
and terrorist activities that may 
have caused the decision by the 
government to unleash the 
military on the rebels which 
has enflamed passions and 
hardened resistance, resulting 
in dozens of  innocent civilians 
caught in the unfortunate 
crossfire.

This administration has 
made  a  mocker y  o f  the 
legislature and the judiciary 

be tween pol i t i c ians  and 
populace.

I remember with nostalgia, 
a popular pop star,  Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti, who once 
described Nigeria's democracy 
as "demon crazy." For me, he 
obviously got the description 
right. 

W h i l e  s i g n i n g  t h e 
amended Electoral bill, into 
law last Friday, President 
Buhari, admitted in his speech 
that "There are salient and 
praiseworthy provisions that 
could positively revolutionize 
elections in Nigeria, through 
the introduction of  new 
technological innovations. 
These innovations would 
guarantee the constitutional 
rights of  citizens to vote and to 
do so effectively."

He also held that "The Bill 
would also improve and 
engender clarity, effectiveness 
and transparency of  the 
election process, as well as 
reduce to the barest minimum 
incidences of  acrimony arising 

Convention or Congress of  any 
political party for the purpose of  
the nomination of  candidates for 
any election"."

But, it is apt to note that, 
once the integrity of  elections 
b e g i n  t o  i m p r o v e ,  t h e 
expectation is that the trend 
would have an impact on the 
nature of  political parties and 
the general public by extension. 

The Electoral Act would 
also return the popularity 
principle which will assure that 
parties with more popular 
candidates shall begin to win 
elections in response to the 
stimuli.

But, very unfortunately, 
most serving State governors in 
the country and their loyalists, 
do not realize that the new 
Electoral  Act, has stripped them 
off  the undue advantage of  using 
their appointees as automatic 
delegates to deliver their interests 
d u r i n g  p a r t y  p r i m a r i e s , 
congresses and conventions. An 
input that is wind-breaking for 
political office holders.

with no iota of  respect for 
judicial pronouncements and 
orders especially when they 
are against the government. 

Over the years, legislative 
bills, not in the interest of  the 
Executive, do not receive the 
president's or governors' assent 
except under intense public 
pressure.

Certainly, this government 
has done nothing, over time to 
resolve the festering sore of  
conflict that has engulfed 
virtually all segments, zones, 
districts and tribal components 
of  the nation.

Governors who secured 
the gubernatorial seat by crook 
or fraud have converted civil 
and public servants in their 
respective states to private and 
domestic staff; reducing their 
salaries to stipends and pay 
same to them as if  it were out 
of  their magnanimity. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n 
abysmally low turnout of  
voters during elections reveals 
the fractured relationship 

from dissatisfied candidates 
and political parties."

The president, however, 
expressed  his reservations 
about the practical application 
of  section 84(12) of  the 
Electoral Bill, 2022, advising it 
wil l ,  " i f  assented to,  by 
operation of  law, subject 
serving political office holders 
to inhibitions and restrictions 
referred to under section 40 
a n d  4 2  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
Constitution (as amended)."

He said, "Section 84 (12) 
c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
disenfranchisement of  serving 
political office holders from 
voting or being voted for at 
Conventions or Congresses of  
any political party, for the 
purpose of  the nomination of  
candidates for any election in 
cases where it holds earlier 
than 30 days to the National 
Election. The section provides 
as follows:-

"No political appointee at 
any level shall be voting 
delegate or be voted for at the 
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First time President Buhari got it right 

President Muhammadu Buhari, Senate President, Sen. Ahmed Lawan, Speaker House of Representatives, Rt Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila during the
signing of the Amended Electoral Bill

NDLEA recovers 6kg drugs in
Lagos Island, arrests female
kingpin, others

18-year-old girl arrested trying
to sell kidnapped boy


