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 News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he immediate past 
First Lady of  Anam-
bra State, Mrs. Ebel-

echukwu Obiano, has de-
clared her intention to join 
the contest for the forth-
coming Anambra North 
Senatorial District election.

Lady Obiano  and his 
husband Sir Willie also 
apologised to Governor 
Charles Soludo, Anambrar-
ians Ndigbo and friends of  
Ndigbo over the incident 
between her and Mrs Bian-
ca Ojukwu in Awka at the 
inauguration programme 
of  Soludo on March 17, 
2022.

The former First Lady, 
according to a statement 
on Wednesday, disclosed 

Obiano’s wife declares senatorial 
ambition, apologises to Ndigbo

this to journalists in Awka, 
adding that she would serve 
to empower the poor and 
needy, especially women 
and children.

She said, “My interest to 
join the senatorial race is in 
response to an overwhelm-
ing pressure and calls from 
my people to represent 
them in the Senate at the 
National Assembly in Abu-
ja. It has been attested to by 
the good people of  Anam-
bra State, service to people, 
humanity and sharing love 
and putting smiles on sad 
faces are my priority in life, 
and I know that it is the will 
of  God because the Bible 
says that God is love.

“Therefore, having wit-
nessed and been positively 
touched by my ever willing 
disposition to care for peo-

ple, empower the poor and 
needy, especially women 
and children, particularly 
widows, orphans and the 
destitute, my people decided 
that I should come and serve 
them better in a higher ca-
pacity.”

“As a peaceful person that 
I am well known for, vio-
lence has never been in my 
character and I am grateful 
to several elders, statesmen, 
friends and associates of  the 
Obianos, as well as countless 
number of  good people of  
Anambra State who called 
and expressed their concerns 
and offered wise counsels 
and words of  comfort after 
the unfortunate drama.”

Obiano, in a letter ad-
dressed to Soludo titled, ‘A 
public apology,’ Mrs Obiano, 
had expressed her apology 

for the altercation between 
her and Mrs Ojukwu.

“Permit me to use this me-
dium to humbly convey my 
sincere, heartfelt and unre-
served apology for the un-
fortunate incident between 
Mrs Bianca Ojukwu and 
myself  on Thursday, March 
17, 2022, the day of  your in-
auguration as the new Exec-
utive Governor of  Anambra 
State in which you took over 
from my husband, Chief  
Willie Obiano.

“The incident, to say the 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State Gov-
ernment, has sealed 
four hotels within 

the Abakaliki metropo-
lis, for refusing to pay its 
ground rates in the State.

Special Adviser to Gov-
ernor David Umahi on 
Lands and Survey, Chief  
Emmanuel Igwe who dis-
closed this stated that the 
enforcement for the pay-
ment of  Ground Rate has 
commenced in ernest as 
any hotel or property own-
er that fails to comply with 
Government directive will 
have his or her property 
sealed without delay.

The affected hotels in-

clude: CEVERO hote l, 
Abuson Hotel, Inland 
Comfort and City Pride 
hotel.

According to him: “We 
are in the process of  en-
forcing the payment of  
Ground rate by landlords 
and property owners.

“Ground rate is the an-
nual due that those that 
have Certificate of  Oc-
cupancy, C of  O, pay to 
the State Government on 
yearly bases.

“We have given notic-
es to Hotels to pay their 
ground rates but for those 
that are yet to pay, we have 
commemced the processes 
of   sealing their hotels, un-
till all necessary payment 
are made.

“Today (yesterday), my 
office was able seal CEVE-
RO hotel,  Abuson Hotel, 
Inland Comfort, and City 
Pride hotel. It’s a contin-
uous process. We are still 
going to seal more. The re-
maining ones that we are 
to visit, if  we could visit 
and they are yet to pay, we 
will deal.

“And I want to use this 
opportunity to call on 
Landlords, especially Busi-
ness owners, filling station 
owners to pay up, because 
very soon I will visit them 
and if  you don’t pay, we 
will seal your property. 

“It has nothing to do 
with party affiliation. It has 
nothing to do with status in 
the society.”

Ebonyi 2023: Ex NASS member 
joins guber race
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
former Senator in 
Ebonyi State, Sena-
tor Julius Ucha has 

declared  his intention to con-
test the governorship election 
of  2023 under the platform of  
the All Progressives Congress  
(APC)  in Ebonyi State.

Ucha, a former Speaker of  
the state House of  Assembly, 
made the declaration when 
he paid courtesy call on the 
State Working Committee of  
the party in Abakaliki

He said: “I am here to in-
form the party leadership of  
my intention to run for the 
governorship of  Ebonyi state, 
come 2023. It is over a month 
now that the political space 
was thrown open by our lead-
er and we are also aware  that 
the zoning arrangement is 
that the governorship posi-
tion with either go to Ebonyi 
Central or North”.

“We also aware that the 
zoning committee has been 
graciously put in place to the 
micro zoning of  where the 
governorship will go to. I am 
a man that complies with the 
rules, Ucha added.

The  two term Senator 
promised to sustain the de-
velopment put in place by 
present administration under 
Governor Dave Umahi.

“One thing I have told my-
self  is that i am not a desperate 
person. I have never been des-
perate. Nothing bothers me. 
My Hypertension is 110/70. 
We have to work hard and not 
take anything for granted”.

“I have told myself  that I 
have a duty if  by the Special 
Grace of  God and elected the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State; to 
maintain the standard of  in-
frastructural development al-
ready put in place by the pres-
ent administration; to sustain 
the gain and legacies which 
Governor Umahi already put 

least, was most unnecessary, 
unfortunate and I regret my 
action. It was an unintended 
action as violence is never in 
my character. Your Excellen-
cy, Sir, I hold your person, 
your ideals, the records of  
your great accomplishments 
in public service in Nigeria 
and beyond, as well as their 
concomitant colossal im-
pacts in public policies in the 
highest esteem.

“All those who know me 
can testify that before and 
throughout my eight years 

as the First Lady of  State, 
I pursued peace, promoted 
philanthropic gestures which 
empowered many of  our less 
privileged people. No excuse 
can therefore be tenable as 
justification for such public 
embarrassment, no matter 
the height of  provocation. 
Equally, I wish to extend the 
same apology to all the im-
portant dignitaries, the peo-
ple of  Anambra State, as well 
as the entire Ndigbo for that 
unintended embarrassment 
at the occasion.

Stop harassing Rivers’ citizens - Wike to IG

in place and to secure the fu-
ture of  the people of  Ebonyi 
state”.

“While maintaining the 
standard and sustaining the 
gains; in securing the future, 
the governor has laid the 
foundation for human re-
source development and em-
powerment. 

“I will consolidate the hu-
man resource development 
and empowerment through 
education, agriculture, 
through sustenance of  the 
state of  the art health facility 
and through industrializa-
tion”, Ucha promised. 

The Governorship aspirant 
further urged the APC lead-
ership in the state to open the 
space at the local areas so that 
aspirants can start to reach 
out to people and make the 
party vibrant in all the nooks 
and crannies of  the state. 
Ucha contested the gover-
noship position in 2007 and 
2011.

By Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Governor 
Nyesom Wike has 
showed encomium 

on the current Inspector 
General of  Police, Usman 
Alkali-Baba and state Com-
missioner of  Police Friday 
Eboka for using their profes-
sional experience to end the 
harassment the state govern-
ment was getting from the 
federal government

Governor Wike who 
spoke while commission-
ing Skills Accusation Cen-
tre built by Police Officers 
Wives at Igwuruta in ik-
werre local government 
area, said Rivers State gov-
ernment raised alarm about 
the deployment of  some of-

ficers and men of  the police 
before the current IGP and 
Commissioner assumed 
duty.

Governor Wike who was 
represented by the Secre-
tary to the state govern-
ment, Tammy Danagogo 
commended the POWA led 
by the wife of  the IGP for 
their love for Rivers people 
which they have exhibition 
through the centre . He said 
the center will help reduce 
dependent of  the police of-
ficers wives.

Danagogo who acknowl-
edged that challenges in 
Nigeria educational systems 
have been responsible for 
the lack of  job for graduates, 
noted that vocational educa-
tion should be encouraged 
to fill in the gap.

The Wife of  the Inspector 
General of  Police, Hajiya 
Hajara Usman Alkali-Baba 
who doubles as the Presi-
dent of  POWA in her speech 
said it has been her desire 
to improve on the entrepre-
neurship skill to help officers 
wives create wealth and add 
value to their lives. She also  
urged the officers wives to 
make good use of  the center.

The state Commissioner 
of  Police, Friday Eboka who 
commended POWA, said 
the Skills Acquisition Centre 
will help the police officers 
wives acquire skills.

CP Ebola assured that the 
center under his watch will 
be put to good use. The Skills 
Acquisition Centre is to train 
people in tailoring, saloon, 
Soap Making among others.

How 18-yr-old girl was abducted, raped, strangled  
to death in Ebonyi community
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
n 18 year old girl in 
Isuokoma, Onicha 
local government 

area of  Ebonyi State, Adan-
na(surname withheld), has 
been abducted, raped and 
strangled to death in the 
area.

The incident has thrown 
the people of  the area into 
mourning. One of  the sisters 
of  the deceased who did not 
want her name in print, told 
our correpondent that  the 
incident happened on Tues-
day night,22nd March,2022 
when Adanna and her came 
back from Nkwoegu Isu 
Market with their moth-
er around 10:00pm in the 
night.

She explained that her 

younger sister moved to the 
front of  their compound to 
make phone calls when the 
unknown persons abducted 
and whisk her away to an 
unknown destination where 
they reportedly  raped and 
strangled her to death.

``We came back from Nk-
woegu Isu Market around 
10:00pm,my sister went to 
the front of  our house to 
make phone calls.

``I went inside the house 
with my mom,some min-
utes later,a strange number 
called my mom on phone 
that she should rush outside 
to look for my sister, that he 
was speaking with my sister 
on the phone when she start-
ed shouting and her phone 
went off”, she said

 The State Coordinator 
of  Gender Based Violence 

Taskforce,  Mrs.Faithvin 
Nwanchor stated that they 
got the information about 
the incident last  week,  stat-
ing that they are working to 
see if  the family have report-
ed to the police for action to 
be taken about it since its not 
yet clear whether arrest has 
been made or not

“People who came from 
Isu reported the matter to 
me but we don’t really have 
much information about 
it because i need to know 
whether they have been ar-
rested or reported to police.I 
will call to know whether it 
has been reported,”she said.

The  State Police Pub -
lic Relations Officer, DSP 
Loveth Odah did not re-
spond to phone calls when 
our Correspondent contact-
ed her on the incident.



Court in Port Harcourt sentences 4 
to death for murder

News

By Ikenna Orioha

A
s the second Imo 
State-owned Uni-
versity, Kingsley 

Ozumba Mbadiwe Univer-
sity (KOMU), Ogboko, Ide-
ato South, commences full 
academic activities on 8th 
of  March, 2022, the man-
agement of  the institution, 
has called on parents and 
guardians to enroll their 
children and wards into 
the school to enable them 
achieve quality education 
that will help brighten their 
future and existence.

The management noted 
that the school is still open 
to admitting students till 
matriculation ceremony in 

April, 2022, even though 
academic activities had 
started fully with manage-
ment and students enjoying 
the serene and conducive 
university environment.

This request for students 
to enroll in KOMU, was 
made by the Vice Chancel-
lor of  KOMU, Prof. I.N.S. 
Dozie, through the Acting 
Director of  General Stud-
ies, KOMU, Dr. Mrs. Chin-
omso Patricia Dozie, while 
given a goodwill message 
on the occasion of  Imo 
State Chapter of  Stand Up 
for Women Society, held in 
Owerri, last week.

The Vice Chancellor 
stressed that “management 

Wife of the former Anambra state Governor Lady Mrs. Ebelechukwu Obiano kneeling during the apology to Bianca.

has realized the innate abil-
ities of  women to get things 
done and accordingly, have 
assigned them special re-
sponsibilities in our efforts 
to reposition the institution 
for global competitiveness 
and world- class status”.

He emphasized, “we glad-
ly request you all to bring 
your children to receive 
quality education and men-
toring for self- actualisation 
and for the course of  nation 

building. Though we have 
commenced teaching our 
fresh men and women since 
8th of  March 2022, we are 
still open to admitting stu-
dents till our matriculation 
ceremony in April, 2022. 
Why ask your child to write 
JAMB again? Kingsley 
Ozumba Mbadiwe Univer-
sity is ready for him or her”.

Dozie, who said he is 
“mindful of  the great sac-

Trade Union Leader 
lauds Soludo as touting 
stops in Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Chairman of  
Ose Okwodu Trad-
ers Union Onitsha 

Anambra  State, Hon. An-
thony Onwuetiaka has ap-
plauded the Anambra State 
Government led by pro-
fessor Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo for suspending all 
revenue contracts operating 
in the parks, markets and 
roads till further notice.

Fielding questions from 
newsmen in his office, at 
Onitsha, on Wednesday, 
Hon. Onwuetiaka hinted 
that the directives of  the 
Anambra State Govern-
ment is very good, clear 
and a welcomed develop-
ment, pointing that touts 
have done more harm than 
good to the state, even as he 
stressed that touting activi-
ties is nothing to harbour 
in any state that needs to 
move forward.

“I commend professor 
Soludo for his brilliant in-
itiatives, at least, Onitsha 
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rifices of  renowned women 
who have championed this 
course from time immemo-
rial”, stated that “various 
stages of  life are punctuated 
by different milestones and 
this, the inauguration of  
Imo State Chapter of  this 
great Society is one of  such 
milestones”.

Therefore, the VC ad-
vised the women to always 
stand up for their rights 

while working collectively 
to defeat gender imbalance, 
stereotype, stigmatization, 
subjugation, suppression, 
oppression, relegation, hu-
miliation, discrimination 
marginalization, saying 
bridge building where men 
and women of  goodwill are 
created, nurtured and trans-
formed for a progressive 
family, community and so-
ciety is germane.

By Godson Nwosu, 
PH

A 
Rivers State High 
Court sitting in Port 
Harcourt has convict-

ed and sentenced Zakariah 
Dauda, Inah-Inah Edet, Sun-
day Pius and Isaac Marcus, 
to death by hanging for the 
murder of  late Mrs Esther 
Edomobi, at her residence in 
Cocaine Estate in Obio-Ak-
por Local Government Area.

The four young men have 

been standing trial since 2008 
for conspiracy, armed rob-
bery and murder of  late Mrs 
Esther Edomobi who was the 
wife of  the boss of   the 1st ac-
cused Zachariah Dauda, 

Zachariah Dauda who was 
employed as a security guard 
in her residence, allegedly 
conspired to kill her on the 
24th of  May, 2008.

The trial Judge, Justice 
Weli Chechey, found the four 
defendants guilty as charged, 
for conspiring amongst them-
selves to murder the deceased 

and carting away her proper-
ty and cash worth millions of  
pounds.

The Judge ruled that the 
evidence presented before it 
showed that the defendants 
killed late Mrs Edomobi in a 
gruesome manner, by hitting 
her hard severally across the 
face which tore her face open 
and plug out her right eye 
socket.

Justice Chechey who held 
that the prosecution proved 
its case beyond reasonable 
doubt thereby convicted them 

business activities can now 
boom again like before 
and this is exactly the ma-
jor reasons why we traders 
clamoured and endorsed 
Soludo even before pri-
mary election because, we 
knew he has a solution for 
Anambra State. So, traders 
supported the decision of  
Governor Soludo and we 
will continue to support 
him” He noted.

He disclosed that Ose 
Market is now enjoying 
conducive business atmos-
phere, revealing that touts 
and fake revenue agents 
vacated immediately the 
State Government banned 
illegal tolls and his mar-
ket taskforce and security 
lodged serious monitoring 
to ensure that no trader pay 
money again and no tout 
operates again in their mar-
ket.

“We are complying very 
well in checkmating the ac-
tivities of  touting and for 
now there is nothing like 
that in Ose Okwodu mar-
ket and traders are happy”.

Gunmen burn Nnewi South 
LGA secretariat 
By Karen James, 
Nnewi

G
angs of  armed men 
Thursday morn-
ing targeted Nnewi 

South Local Government 
Area in Anambra State.

The secretariat was set on 
fire. It is yet to be ascertained 
if  anyone died or was in-
jured.

Anambra State Police 
Command said  “It is a sus-

pected case of  arson”. Ac-
cording to an eyewitness it 
said  it was an unknown gun-
men that entered the premises 
and set the secretariat ablaze 
without any reason. News 
Echo correspondent also 
gathered during the investiga-
tion that a lot of  documents 
were damaged and it was in 
a case of  not respecting the 
order of  the IPOB instruction 
sit at home.  

DSP Tochukwu Ikenga 

to death by hanging.
In an interview with our 

correspondent, the Prose-
cution Counsel, Nathaniel 
Ukotije-Mbaba who is from 
Rivers State Ministry of  Jus-
tice described the judgment as 
a sound one which has served 
justice for the dead and living.

On their parts, Nemi Era-
ma and Comfort Amadi, 
who are counsel’s to the de-
fendants expressed displeas-
ure over the judgment. They 
disclosed that they will appeal 
the judgement.

KO Mbadiwe University calls on
students to enroll

told reporters that the infor-
mation “is still sketchy”.

The spokesman added that 
more operatives had been 
deployed to the area and 
Fire Service was contacted. 
The burning is suspected to 
have been carried out by the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB).

In January, gunmen 
stormed a burial ceremony 
in Ezinifitte, Nnewi South 
LGA. The attack left some 
people dead.

Mothering Sunday: Women urged to train children properly 
By Grace Ofurum

M
others have been 
charged to continue 
to discharge their 

God given responsibility of  
raising up their children who 
will contribute meaningfully 
to the welfare of  the society.

Vicar Anglican church 
Orji, Rev Canon. Ernest 
Mbah gave this charge during 
this year’s mothering Sun-
day celebrated by the church 
across the world.

The clergyman disclosed 

that the celebration was to 
appreciate mothers and wives 
for what God is using them 
to do in the Ministry and in 
Kingdom expansion.

He  urged them to also start 
sensitization from their fam-
ily by training their children 
not to be used by politicians 
to perpetrate crimes during 
the election especially as the 
nation is preparing for its gen-
eral election.

He disclosed that as help-
meet they should not fail in 
their responsibility to raise 

godly children who will not 
indulge in drug abuse and 
other social vices.

The wife of  the Vicar, Mrs 
Chika Mbah while admon-
ishing the mothers said wom-
en should live an examplary 
life and emulate the character 
of  the virtuous woman while 
serving God with all their 
heart and soul.

She noted that a woman 
should be able to make pos-
itive impact on the husband 
and children by discipling 
and teaching the children the 
word of  God.
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Editorial

Nigeria’s insecurity, like 
taking a trip to Kaduna 
by road, air or rail
N

igeria has been grappling with a myriad 
of security issues for over a decade. 
From the Boko Haram insurgency to 

banditry, farmer/herder crisis to kidnapping for 
ransom — it appears the country and its military 
are overwhelmed by these challenges.

Education, health, economy and most 
importantly, human lives have been greatly 
affected by these challenges, especially at a 
time when inflation, rising fuel and gas prices 
are biting hard on Nigerians.

Arguably all states in the country have had their 
fair share of security challenges but some states, 
especially those in the northern region, have had 
it worse. Kaduna is one of such states that have 
been grounded and left without any safe means of 
interstate travel given the recent developments.

It first started with the roads — Abuja-
Kaduna route — notorious for being a 
flash-point of kidnappings. In August 2019, 
three final-year students of the faculty of 
law, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, were 
kidnapped on Abuja-Kaduna expressway.

Four months earlier, in April, Mahmood 
Abubakar, chairman of the Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC), and his daughter 
were kidnapped on the road.

In another instance, eight students of ABU 
were abducted during an attack on motorists along 
the road in November 2020.

The students, from the department of French, 
were travelling to Lagos for a programme at the 
Nigerian French Language Village (NFLV), 
Badagry, when the suspected bandits struck.

Sagir Hamida, Zamfara governorship aspirant 
in the 2019 election, was killed by gunmen in 
November 2021 during an attack on Abuja-Kaduna 
highway where several travellers were abducted.

In November 2021, the house of representatives 
asked Faruk Yahaya, chief of army staff, and 
Alkali Baba, inspector-general of police (IGP), 
to “take speedy action” to curb attacks on Abuja-
Kaduna highway. Then the rail attacks began.

President Muhammadu Buhari inaugurated the 
Abuja-Kaduna train service in July 2016 but its 
patronage was low until 2018 when activities of 
kidnappers surged on the expressway.

It appeared that travellers had finally found 
succour as both the rich, the middle class and poor 
Nigerians abandoned the roads for the bandits and 
boarded the trains for their safety.

Accordle to a report by TheCable newspapers, 
kidnappers had some point made the elite abandon 
their cars for Abuja-Kaduna trains.

In 2019, Rotimi Amaechi, minister of 
transportation, said the daily passenger traffic 
on the Abuja-Kaduna rail line had tripled. 
However, it was only a matter of time before 
the attackers evolved their tactics and began 
attacking the trains and rail tracks.

In October 2021, suspected bandits damaged 
a section of the track and shattered the window 
of the driver’s compartment on the train which 
took off from the Idu station at 6 pm and was 
en route to Kaduna.

A similar incident was said to have played 
out the next day and Shehu Sani, former 
senator representing Kaduna central, said it 
“took a miracle” for them to escape.

“Yesterday, terrorists attacked the Kaduna 
Abuja railway with an explosive & opened fire on 
the train, targeting the Engine Driver & the Tank,” 
Sani had tweeted.

Following the development, the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation (NRC) shut down services 
on the Abuja-Kaduna route.

On March 28, 2022, suspected gunmen attacked 
a train around Kateri-Rijana area of Kaduna. 
The assailants were said to have blown up the rail 
track after which they launched an attack on the 
passengers.

The locomotive was said to have over 900 
passengers on board.

Several travellers were injured during the attack 
and there are unconfirmed reports of casualties. 

The UK’s travel advice lists Abuja-Kaduna 
highway as “particularly prevalent” for criminal 
activities. The US also lists Kaduna as a high-risk 
area owing to kidnapping.

The NRC has again, suspended train operations 
on the route. Even air travel is not safe

Transportation by air is dubbed the safest form 
of transportation but that may not be the case for 
Kaduna travellers. Having been chased from the 
roads and railway by bandits, those who can afford 
to travel by air are not assured of safety.

On Saturday, gunmen attacked the Kaduna 
international airport and killed a security guard.

The attack came hours after gunmen reportedly 
killed several residents across nine communities in 
Giwa LGA on Friday.

According to Amina Salami, the airport 
manager, the gunmen fired shots into the runway 
from the fence area.

Subsequently, the Nigerian Army said 12 of the 
gunmen that attacked the airport were killed in an 
airstrike.

Meanwhile, Azman Air has announced the 
suspension of flights to Kaduna over the recent 
attack on the airport. An Azman Air flight was 
said to have been delayed for 44 minutes as a result 
of the incident, but passengers on the aircraft flew 
safely from Kaduna to Lagos.

About an hour before news of the attack on 
the Abuja-Kaduna train broke, Lai Mohammed, 
minister of information, said the government 
is proud that Nigerians can travel safely by rail. 
So, is the military still winning the war against 
insecurity?

The Nigerian military has claimed in several 
instances that it is on top of the situation and it is 
winning the war against insecurity in the country — 
even though day-to-day realities show otherwise.

On March 5, Lucky Irabor, chief of defence 
staff, assured Nigerians that peace will return to 
troubled parts of the nation this year.

“Never again will we have the level of 
insecurity that we have had in the past and this is 
an assurance,” Irabor said.

The information minister also said in August 
2021 the government is winning the war against 
insurgents.

“This is what people should appreciate about 
fighting terrorism. The good news is that insurgents 
today are surrendering in droves and we are going 
after them. The truth of the matter is that the 
Nigerian government is winning the war against 
insurgents,” had Mohammed said. But Nigerians 
know better.
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Emphasizing importance of 
adaptation in latest IPCC report

T
he Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change, through a 

virtual conference which 
was held on February 
28, 2022, presented the 
Summary for Policymakers 
of  the Working Group II 
contribution to the Sixth 
Assessment Report. The 
WG II, majors on impacts, 
adaptation and vulnerability 
and its latest contribution 
report to the AR6 is titled, 
Climate Change 2022: 
Impacts, Adaptation and 
Vulnerability. The WG 
III contribution to the 
AR6, based solely on 
the mitigation of  climate 
change, is expected to 
be finalised in April 
2022. Consequently, the 
concluding synthesis report 
integrates the contributions 
of  all the WGs and will be 
available to the public later 
in 2022.

The IPCC, established 
in 1988 by both the United 
Nations Environment 
Programme and the 
World Meteorological 
Organisation, is a body 
that assesses the science 
of  climate change and 
provides political leaders 
and governments at 
all levels with periodic 
scientific information and 
assessment of  the climate 
system which can then be 
used in formulating climate 
policies.

The IPCC is the 
most credible source for 
information on world 
climate because of  the 
extensive manner in which 
its reports are reviewed and 
complied. That’s expected, 
knowing full well that it 
takes a minimum of  six years 
before the panel publishes 
its reports. These reports 
are not infallible to a fault. 
Two errors were detected in 
the WG II (AR4). One of  
it was that by 2035, which 
is hundreds of  years earlier 
than the accepted figure, the 
Himalayan glaciers would 
be gone. The other error was 
that 55% of  the Netherlands 
is below sea level, while in 
the actual fact it is 25%.

The ARs are usually 
filled with confidence 

level statements. These are 
probabilistic statements or 
at best educated guesses. 
A very high confidence 
statement means that there 
are at least 9 out of  10 
chances of  the statement 
being correct, while a 
very low confidence level 
statement signifies the 
correctness of  less than 
1 out of  10 chances. In 
comparison to the AR5, 
low confidence statements 
in the AR6 fell from 20% to 
6%, while high confidence 
statements rose from 36% 
to 56%. Another area in 
climate science where 
scientists make educated 
guesses is climate sensitivity, 
which is the global 
temperature rise expected 
from the doubling of  carbon 
dioxide concentration in 
the atmosphere. Scientists, 
who belong to the climate 
alarmism bandwagon, 
have predicted as high as a 
temperature rise of  4.5`C for 
a carbon dioxide doubling, 
while those deposed to the 
contrarian groups believe in 
less than 1.5`C temperature 
rise.

The latest Physical Sci-
ence Basis (AR6) stated 
unequivocally that human 
influence had warmed the 
atmosphere, ocean and land 
through observed increases 
in well-mixed greenhouse 
gas concentrations since 
around 1750. The term 
‘unequivocal’ isn’t proba-

bilistic, it means absolute 
certainty. Understanding 
that shouldn’t make one 
marvel when the UN Sec-
retary-General, Antonio 
Guterres, called climate 
change a code-red for hu-
manity. The latest WGII 
AR6 tells us that adaptation 
is reducing climate risks 
and vulnerability, but deci-
sion-making processes and 
effectiveness of  governance 
are a function of  implemen-
tation in a bid to support 
climate resilience. Public 
and political awareness of  
climate impact and risk, ac-
cording to the report, has 
continued to grow across 
all regions, thereby enabling 
adaptation planning and 
implementation. This asser-
tion correlates strongly with 
the observed 96% global re-
duction in climate-related 
deaths within a century.

Having highlighted the 
importance and growing 
level of  adaptation, the 
report still states, with high 
confidence, the existence 
of  high adaptation gaps 
between current levels and 
the one needed to respond 
to impacts and reduce 
climate risks. Sadly, the 
largest adaptation gaps are 
found among lower-income 
population groups. Before 
humans exerted a warming 
influence on climate and the 
science of  climate change 
was understood, humans 
have been unknowingly 

adaptation gap is to make 
less developed countries 
economically developed; 
that won’t happen if  poverty 
alleviation takes the back 
seat while climate change 
mitigation-in the manner 
of  emissions reduction- 
take the centre stage. The 
prosperity of  a society is 
proportional to effective 
adaptation measures 
that help in reducing net 
impacts from what would 
be cataclysmic.

Nigeria in 2012 recorded 
its worst flood in 50 years 
which resulted in the death 
and displacement of  363 
people and 2.1 million 
people respectively. The 
floods damaged over 1.9 
million hectares of  land, 
reduced rice production in 
the affected areas by 22.4% 
according to an empirical 
analysis done by Dr E.T. 
Ajibade. The combined 
value of  damages and 
losses was estimated at 
$16.9 billion. If  Nigeria’s 
adaptation measures had 
earlier included structural 
flood protection measures, 
early warning systems, risk-
informed land planning, 
the losses incurred would 
have been minimised. 
Nevertheless, rice farmers 
in Kwara State, one of  
the states most impacted 
negatively by the flood, 
devised new adaptation 
strategies, some of  which 
included change of  crop 
and adoption of  upland 
cropping, change of  
planting date and rice 
varieties.

I’m of  the belief  that 
Nigeria’s next revised 
Nationally Determined 
Contribution should contain 
adaptation measures that 
will lay out methods, costs 
and efficacies and must 
overshadow mitigation 
pathways. The country’s 
agricultural system which is 
mostly-rain fed can improve 
its productivity, food 
security and biodiversity 
conservation by spending to 
contain the current pressing 
problems of  flood, erosion; 
this will be way more 
logical and economical 
than countering vague and 
uncertain climate threats in 
the later future.

Opinion 

By Kolawole Olaniyi
and successfully adapting 
for millennia to climatic 
changes. Therefore, the 
need for adaptation is of  
great importance because 
a reduction in GHGs will 
not eliminate extreme 
weather events; it will at 
best reduce their frequency. 
That is why the continuous 
need for adaptation will 
be inescapable even in 
the event that the world 
becomes carbon neutral.

A friend who lived 
for over twenty years in 
Southern California, an 
area known for frequency 
of  earthquakes, succinctly 
shared with me how he 
adapted to the natural 
disaster. Apart from the 
first-responder preparation, 
warning systems and 
building codes that the 
larger Southern California 
provided, he took certain 
precautions such as bolting 
his house to its foundation, 
drilling his children in 
earthquake safety, storing 
water and food for a few 
days in the event of  an 
occurrence and cautiously 
formulating his travel plans 
and emergency contacts.

Remembering the North 
Sea Flood of  January 31, 
1953 in the Netherlands will 
also help to understand the 
effectiveness of  adaptation. 
The disaster eventually 
killed about 1,835 people, 
forced the emergency 
evacuation of  more than 
70,000 people, and flooded 
about 9% of  farmland, 
leading to the drowning 
of  30,000 animals. The 
country, acting on the advice 
of  the ‘Delta Commission’ 
set up to proffer ways of  
preventing future flooding, 
built a global unmatchable 
network of  dams, dykes, 
sluices and storm barriers 
for more than 40 years. 
The result of  these 
adaptation measures has 
been unprecedented as the 
number of  people killed 
after the 1953 flooding till 
now is zero.

The above-cited countries 
have effective adaptation 
strategies because they are 
wealthy societies equipped 
with the economic and 
institutional resources 
required. Therefore the 
best bet at closing the huge 

The latest Physical Science Basis (AR6) stated 
unequivocally that human influence had warmed 

the atmosphere, ocean and land through 
observed increases in well-mixed greenhouse 

gas concentrations since around 1750. The term 
‘unequivocal’ isn’t probabilistic, it means absolute 

certainty. Understanding that shouldn’t make 
one marvel when the UN Secretary-General, 
Antonio Guterres, called climate change a 

code-red for humanity. The latest WGII AR6 tells 
us that adaptation is reducing climate risks and 

vulnerability, but decision-making processes 
and effectiveness of governance are a function 

of implementation in a bid to support climate 
resilience. Public and political awareness of 

climate impact and risk, according to the report, 
has continued to grow across all regions, thereby 

enabling adaptation planning and implementation. 
This assertion correlates strongly with the observed 

96% global reduction in climate-related deaths 
within a century.

“
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Our ever present God
A

gain we are 
delighted to come 
into the presence 

of  God in the land of  
the living. We know very 
much that our living 
today is not out of  our 
righteousness, no. It’s 
just by God’s Grace and 
Mercy that we are alive 
today. Therefore we give 
Him all the Praise and 
Honour that dues Him. 

God is our ever present 
God, He is always 
available for those that 
knows His sovereignty. 
Our Lord in Heaven is 
capable to do all only 
when we believe in Him. 
If  we acknowledge our 
Father in Heaven as our 
all and all, l tell us there 
is nothing our Father 
cannot do for us. There’s 
nothing God cannot do 
both in Heaven and on 
earth. What we need is to 
call upon Him, remember 
He sleeps nor slumbers, 
always awake to adhere 
to our diligent request. I 
want to tell us that despite 
the fact that God is the 
Alpha and Omega, the 
Almighty Jehovah. He 
is the All Knowing and 
all seeing God, yet He 
expects us to call upon 
Him in time of  need. You 
know why, He wants to 
know whether you believe 
in Him and also He wants 
to know whether you 
know what He can do. 
Not that He is not seeing 
you with those troubles 
or challenges all around 
you. He is just looking 
at you to call upon Him, 
so that after all you will 
know that He is the one 
that did it for you. So you 
don’t take His glory to 
another person. God is a 
jealous God, you know? 

Fear not and be strong 
in your daily activities. 
Devil does not accuse you 
with sins, he (the devil) 
will cunningly put fear in 
someone so that faith will 
dissapear.  And you know 
Christianity without the 
power of  faith, all is in 
vain. Therefore stand up 
and say no to every spirit 
of  fear. Fear itself  can kill, 
believe me. We know that 

many are the afflictions 
of  the righteous but our 
Father in Heaven delivers 
him from them all. 
Today God is telling us 
to call upon Him in time 
of  trouble, that He will 
answer us. No situation 
is too much for God to 
handle. Even if  you think 
you cannot handle it, 
God can because He is 
the creator of  everything 
created even that situation, 
so what is it.  Just trust 
God and you will see the 
goodness of  God in the 
land of  the living.

Our God is our ever 
present God, right there 
you are, call Him, He 
never changes. 

Our living does not 
mean we are free from 
trials and temptations, 
rather we are living to 
resist the devil and his 
cohorts any how they 
come. Do you realize that 
devil cannot resist the 
name Jesus Christ just 
challenge the devil by the 
Blood of  the Lamb, my 
dear, you will see devil 
running into the bush. 

The key is knowing 
whom you have, the ever 
present God is always 
available for those 
available to call upon 
Him, and He will show 
Himself  strong for your 

sake.  In that sickness, have 
you called God, is God 
familiar with your voice, 
l mean when you kneel 
to pray, can God say, that 
is my daughter/son, Let 
me know why he/she is 
calling. My beloved, you 
should be able to make 
God to know your voice. 
And God cannot know 
your voice when you 
don’t pray fervently and 
faithfully. I remember one 
day my husband travelled 
to village, he only kept 
our feeding money. And 
one day my last baby 
fall sick, first l refuse to 
welcome fear, l did a one 
day mid- night prayer for 

my baby, telling God that 
the money in the house 
was not for Doctors, 
neither was it for any 
drugs, l told God, you 
know my husband isn’t 
around, but you are now 
my husband, so l want 
you (God) to heal my 
daughter. I prayed with 
faith and before l went to 
bed, l sprinkled the blood 
of  Jesus Christ 21 times 
upon my baby. You know 
what, the next morning 
my daughter was the first 
person that knocked on 
my door, that woke me 
up inshort. That morning 
she went to school, while 
before that day, she had 
not gone to school for 
days, that is God’s hand. 
That’s why l always call 
Him, Odogwu Akataga, 
Omemma, Omemma. He 
is truly a great God that 
can never be compared 
with anyone. 

Let us avoid wrong 
mentality and apply the 
mental ability to recover 
quickly from depression, 
misfortune or sickness . 
I want to assure us that 
hardship makes us to be 
better Christians. Check 
very well, whenever one 
is comfortably placed, it’s 
hard for such a person 
to pray adequately. And 
from experience l have 
also realized that there is 
no crown without cross. 
Whenever l say this to 
people, they seem not 
to believe, everyone is 
wishing for crown without 

cross. To be sincere, it’s 
not easy, remember Jesus 
Himself  passed through 
cross before wearing His 
Ever Merited Crown, so 
will our own be different? 
I just want to tell us not 
to worry, our ever present 
God will see us through 
with our faith and 
perseverance. 

It shall be well. And the 
last thing we should do 
is to compare ourselves 
with others. Be yourself  
and at God’s proper 
time, He will decorate 
our heads with a Golden 
Crown.

In your place of  work, 
are you being maltreated 
or owe salaries while 
our Father in Heaven 
has assured us that every 
worker deserves his/her 
pay. Even at that, don’t 
murmur, our ever present 
God is looking on you 
to tell Him something. 
Have you told God your 
ordeals, Oh my goodness, 
there are so many things 
to tell God, arise and 
speak up, God is listening. 
Don’t look for help where 
there is no help. God 
is enough for all the 
challenges and situations. 
And any situation that 
will make us to look for 
help out side Jesus Christ, 
may God take such away 
in Jesus Mighty Name 
Amen.  

Conclusively, as we 
have entered another 
wonderful Month of  
the year, may God 
in His infinite Mercy 
and goodness show us 
Mercy and allow us 
to be gracious, Amen . 
Wherever we put our feet 
we shall excel Amen. As 
we look this month of  
April, our looking shall 
yield us favour, Amen. 
And may no man stand 
up against God’s will 
for us Amen. As we 
move forward into this 
month, let everything 
we touch be blessed and 
also a blessing to our 
household, Amen. Please 
God give us the grace to 
do good to people around 
us so that goodness will 
also be identified with us,

 Amen. Shalom

Fear not and be strong in your daily activities. 
Devil does not accuse you with sins, he (the 

devil) will cunningly put fear in someone 
so that faith will dissapear.  And you know 

Christianity without the power of faith, all is in 
vain. Therefore stand up and say no to every 

spirit of fear. Fear itself can kill, believe me. 
We know that many are the afflictions of the 

righteous but our Father in Heaven delivers him 
from them all. Today God is telling us to call 

upon Him in time of trouble, that He will answer 
us. No situation is too much for God to handle. 

Even if you think you cannot handle it, God 
can because He is the creator of everything 
created even that situation, so what is it.  Just 

trust God and you will see the goodness of 
God in the land of the living. Our God is our 

ever present God, right there you are, call Him, 
He never changes.

In your place of work, are you being 
maltreated or owe salaries while our Father 
in Heaven has assured us that every worker 

deserves his/her pay. Even at that, don’t 
murmur, our ever present God is looking on you 
to tell Him something. Have you told God your 
ordeals, Oh my goodness, there are so many 
things to tell God, arise and speak up, God is 
listening. Don’t look for help where there is no 
help. God is enough for all the challenges and 
situations. And any situation that will make us 

to look for help out side Jesus Christ, may God 
take such away in Jesus Mighty Name Amen.  
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Emilia Jones 
E m i l i a  t a k e s  t h i s 

sequinned nude number 
from Dolce & Gabbana to 
another level and you have 
to love it. 

Jessica Chastain 
Jessica is certainly a 

midsummer dream in this 
gown, the way the colour 
changes from the top to the 
bottom. The hairstyle 
though, I am not here for it, 
a wavy look would have 
been better. 

Queen Latifah 
She looked regal, like a 

q u e e n  i n  t h i s  ye l l ow 
number. She dressed for her 
body and it just made sense. 

Worst Dressed 
Serena Williams 
Serena looked like she 

was going to church with 
those sleeves. Not a good 
look at all. 

Maggie Gyllenhaal 
This outfit does not go 

well with her personality or 
the hair and makeup. She 
looks as if  she is drowning 
in it. 

Billie Eilish 
Is Billie channelling her 

gothic side? Anyways, the 
painful part of  this outfit is 
that it is Gucci. Such a 
waste of  designer luxury. 

he Oscar Awards is Ttypically a night of  
glitz and glamour. 

As usual, some celebrities 
brought on the heat while 
others left us completely 
underwhelmed or just 
made some very obvious 
fashion blunders; 

Best Dressed 
Beyonce 
A black woman in 

Yellow is always a good 
idea. 

Tiffany Haddish 
Tiffany wore a custom 

made Dolce & Gabbana 
with a dripping emerald 
necklace and I got to give it 
to her. Well done Tiff! 

Halle Bailey 
This soft baby blue 

hues from Roberto Cavalli 
is so sexy. Maybe not 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d 
glamorous but gorgeous. 

Sofia Carson 
A tulle dress that is 

giving cinderella energy 
feels very Oscar Awards 
and we love it. 

Lily James 
Lily James looks so 

gorgeous in this floral, soft 
pink gown. The l i t t le 
choker goes so well with 
t h e  o u t f i t .  T h e  l o o k 
screams red carpet ready. 

Oscars 2022: Best and worst dressed celebrities 
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News  

Soludo cautions gunmen
…Says Anambra can’t bow to criminality 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State Po-
lice Command said it 
operatives have arrest-

ed one Okwudili Ogana, over 
the alleged abduction and 
murder of  the traditional rul-
er of  Ogwaniocha communi-
ty in Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anambra State, 
Igwe Oliver Nnaji.

Ogana, who is said to be a 
native doctor, allegedly mas-
terminded the abduction of  
the monarch, together with 
some youths in the commu-
nity, when they invaded the 
palace of  Igwe Nnaji on No-
vember 15, 2021, razed the 
building and took the mon-
arch away.

The suspects were appre-
hended by the police around 
the premises of  a court in 
Onitsha, on March 18 and 
taking to the Awkuzu Police 
Station, where they are mak-
ing confessional statements, 
which also revealed that the 
monarch had been killed.

The police in the state, had, 
sometime in January, 2022, 
declared 21 persons accused 
in the abduction of  the mon-
arch, wanted.

Confirming the arrest, the 
police spokesman in the state, 
Tochukwu Ikenga, said the 
suspects were apprehended 
through the ongoing collab-
orative efforts by security 
agencies and members of  the 

public.
Ikenga said, “We declared 

21 persons wanted in con-
nection with the case and 
the members of  the public 
have been providing us with 
information leading to arrests 
of  the suspects, so we got 
the information that one of  
them(Ogana) was seen along 
the court premises in Onit-
sha, so our men mobilised 
and got him arrested.

“Because of  the collabo-
rations going on with other 
security agencies, there have 
been some arrested suspects. 
It is when we collate all the 
names that we will actually 
know the total number of  
those arrested and their lead-
er.”

He added that about 10 
of  the suspects had earlier 
been arrested by the Special 
Forces of  the Nigerian Naval 
Base, Onitsha, during a mid-
night raid of  the Ochan forest 
camp of  the hoodlums on 
December 31, 2021.

However, some mem-
bers of  the community, who 
stormed the Awkuzu Police 
Station, where the suspects 
are kept, protested against 
granting the suspects bail and 
also demanded for the case to 
be transfered.

They claimed that Oga-
na and his group had earlier 
been arrested, granted bail 
and later came back to be 
“terrorising” the community. 

Speaking to our corre-

The Anambra State Governor, Charles Soludo during his inspection of the burnt headquarters of Nnewi South Local 
Government Area.

spondent on Monday, the son 
of  the monarch, Prince Nnaji 
Reginald and some elders of  
the community, expressed 
dissatisfaction with the way 
the case was earlier handled 
and therefore called for the 
possible transfer of  the case.

Nnaji expressed worry 
that the suspects were earlier 
on granted bail despite over-
whelming evidences against 
them and their utterances and 
confessional statements.

He regretted the manner 
previous cases involving the 
suspects were handled by the 

court, expressing fears that 
the present case might not re-
ceive the required justice.

He stressed that his father 
would not have died if  the 
court had not granted bail to 
the kingpin.

He said, “On Friday, the 
suspects, at the police station 
admitted to have abducted 
and killed my father. The 
whole episode saddens my 
heart because I can’t believe 
that I will grant interview 
over what I least expected in 
life.

“This is a slap on Ogwuani-

2022 APC National Convention: 
Imo APC  Youth leaders laud
Uzodimma, Iwueke

T
he cross section of  
the 27  Imo state All 
Progressive Con-

gress youth leaders within 
the week, passed vote of  
confidence on Hon. Udoka 
Iwueke the  Imo state APC  
Youth leader while also af-
firming their total support 
for the governor of  Imo state 
senator Hope Uzodimma 
and the leadership of  the par-
ty in the state.

This resolution came  after 
the LGA Youth Leaders of  
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) met in Owerri to re-
view what had transpired at 
Immaculate Diamond Hotel 
and apartment, Wuse II.

In general conclusion, 
APC Youths leader  across 
the 27 LGA’S pledged their 
undiluted support to Gov-
ernor of  Imo State Senator 
Hope Uzodimma and the 
leadership of  the party in the 
state,  led by Hon. Macdon-
ald Ebere.

They further seized the 
opportunity to frown on the 
alleged inhumane treatment 
received by them at the just 

ocha community sacred stool 
because the stool has been 
desecrated. Those found 
guilty must have to face the 
full weight of  the law.

“But from all indications, 
the court in the community 
is biased because the judge 
had quashed an earlier case 
involving the kingpin. We are 
calling for his removal or bet-
ter still, the case transferred to 
Awka or Onitsha.

“We don’t want him to con-
tinue with the case. If  he had 
not granted bail to the king-
pin, my dad would not have 

been a dead man today.”
Also speaking, the com-

munity youth leader, Prince 
Ignatius Nnaji, expressed 
disappointment over the state 
government’s approach to the 
issue. 

“The past administration 
did not visit the communi-
ty to ascertain the level of  
demage. Several lives were 
lost while over 500 buildings 
were razed. Over 80 per cent 
of  residents have been ren-
dered homeless. We appeal to 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do to intervene,” he added.

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Anambra State 
Governor, Charles 
Soludo has con-

demned the burning of  the 
headquarters of  Nnewi 
South Local Government 
Area.

The secretariat which is 

located at Ukpor was target-
ed early this morning by un-
known gunmen, who burnt 
the place.

However, Gov. Soludo 
lamented that the attacks of  
businesses and government 
facilities, vowing that An-
ambra will never and won’t 
bow to criminals.

According to him, he stat-

ed that the mindless blood-
letting and destruction of  in-
frastructure does not define 
who the people are.

“Nothing can justify these 
acts of  criminality. As I 
looked at what is left of  the 
rubbles, I asked myself, “in 
all this, who loses?”

“Structures built from the 
taxes paid by the genuine-

concluded APC National 
Convention, stating that the 
Youths deserve more better 
treatment rather than the one 
metted on them  in Abuja.

According to them “the 
Youths are the footsoldiers 
of  the party and contributed 
over 70% of  the voting pow-
er.”

Anambra Govt approves two days
holiday in 4 local govts 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A
nambra state govern-
ment has approved 
a two days holiday 

starting from Saturday 2nd to 
Monday 4th April on four lo-
cal governments comprising 
of  Onitsha North, Onitsha 
South, Ogbaru and Idemili 
North to enable work com-
mence on Easter evacuation 
and De-Silting of  drainages 
on these areas.

Onitsha North Local Gov-
ernment, Chairman Hon, 
Patrick Agha Mba made this 

known in a press statement 
made available to newsmen 
on Thursday.

The statement reads “This 
is to inform the general public 
that the proposed massive and 
intensive waste evacuation 
and de-silting of  drainages 
in Four Local Governments 
-Onitsha North,

Onitsha South, Ogbaru and 
Idemili North will commence 
on Saturday, April 2 through 
Monday April 4, 2022”. “His 
Excellency, the Governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo has 
approved a lockdown in the 
4 Local Government Areas 

ly hard-working men and 
women on the streets are 
ruined for reasons that are 
incomprehensible to sane 
minds,” he said.

Soludo said resources that 
should have been deployed 
to providing more for strug-
gling taxpayers, would now 
be channeled into recon-
struction and rebuilding 
missing records.

“It is very impossible to 
make any meaningful pro-
gress this way. Quite frank-
ly, Ndi Anambra cannot be 
repressed by a few criminal 
elements. “Our resolve to 
entrench law and order is 
total, no amount of  wanton 
destruction will cower us,” 
he said.

Soludo recalled the mur-
der of  his police guards – In-
spector Murtala Saudi, Sgt. 
Mudassir Ahmed, Sgt. Sam-
uel Ishaya  in 2021 at a meet-
ing with youths in his village.

“We pledge to continue 
to take care of  their families 
and for their sake and many 
others who lost their lives to 
the sheer wickedness of  a 
few misguided people”, he 
said.

from 7.00am to 6.00pm dai-
ly to guarantee success of  the 
exercise”.

“All Stakeholders includ-
ing leaders of  Religious Or-
ganizations, Market Organi-
zations,Town Unions,Youth 
Organizations, Landlord As-
sociations are urged to spread 
this message among their 
members”.

“The citizenry is implored 
to co-operate with the Gov-
ernment Special Committee 
led by the Deputy Governor, 
Dr. Onyekachukwu Ibez-
im by minimizing vehicular 
movement, dropping their 

Police arrest native doctor over alleged kidnap, 
murder of Anambra monarch

refuse in the receptacles and 
waste bins and desisting from 
dropping wastes in drainag-
es”.

They are also encouraged 
to volunteer their services 
in any form to enhance the 
success of  the exercise. This 
intensive waste evacuation 
and de-silting of  drainages 
exercise is imperative to curb 
the menace and devastation 
of  flood and erosion.

It is also geared towards 
preventing health hazards 
caused by unhygienic en-
vironment and poor waste 
management such as mosqui-
to-induced Malaria, respira-
tory infections and a host of  
others.



From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu  
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Enugu 2023: 

Enugu-West PGs make 
U-turn on zoning 

P
r e s i d e n t -
G e n e r a l s 
(PGs) of 

c o m m u n i t i e s 
in the five local 
government areas 
of  Enugu West 
Senatorial Zone 
of  Enugu State 
have made a u-turn 
on governorship 
zoning agreement 
in Enugu, saying 
that it was not part 
of  their duties as 
community leaders

This was 
contained in 
a statement 
signed by Chief 
Ejike Ilo-Tasie, 
s p o k e s p e r s o n , 
Town Union PGs 
Enugu West Zone, 
Dated 30th March 
2022. They have 
therefore urged the 
people of  Enugu 
State to discard 
any communiqué 
purportedly signed 
by them endorsing 
the zoning of  the 
2023 governorship 
seat.

It could be recalled 
that a meeting of 
local government 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of  various town 
unions in the state 
was held at Filbon 
Hotel, Upper Chime 
Avenue, Enugu, on 
Wednesday, where 
signatories were 
collected for the 
endorsement of 
zoning in Enugu 
State and the 

consequent zoning 
of  the governorship 
to Enugu East 
Senatorial Zone.

But in a statement 
by their Zonal 
S p o k e s p e r s o n , 
Hon. Ejike Ilo-
Tasie, Enugu West 
PGs washed their 
hands off  what 
they described as a 
“charade”, opting 
instead to be to be 
left out of  partisan 
politics.

The statement 
further reads in 
parts: “We were 
invited to a meeting 
of  representatives 
of  PGs of  the 17 
local government 
of  Enugu State. 
We thought it was 
about one of  the 
various pressing 
issues facing the 
State, but it turned 
out to be all about 
the endorsement of 
zoning.

“They also 

came with an 
already prepared 
c o m m u n i q u é  ,
which they asked 
us to sign and 
threatened to 
withhold the 
monthly stipends 
of  PGs that refuse 
to sign, in addition 
to other possible 
sanctions.

“But many of  us 
spoke out. Number 
one, this is pure 
partisan politics. 
What is our business 
with governorship 
zoning as PGs? 
Such level of 
politics should be 
left for politicians.

“Two, even if 
for whatsoever 
compelling reason 
we have to dabble 
into partisan 
politics and endorse 
zoning, are we 
not supposed to 
discuss it and draw 
our communiqué 
therefrom if  we 

agree to it.
“Furthermore, if 

we have to endorse 
something as 
sensitive as zoning, 
especially zoning 
the governorship 
to a particular 
senatorial district, 
are we not supposed 
to consult our 
communities and 
leaders whose 
mandate we are 
exercising?

“If  we sign it, 
what are we going 
to tell our people? 
How do we convince 
them that we 
have not collected 
millions of  naira 
to take such out-
of-schedule action? 
They are not fools. 
They know that this 
is political season.

“Besides, the 
Governor has not 
named anybody 
as his preferred 
successor. If  he 
does, then we can 

go back to our 
people to discuss it.

“In Igbo land, 
it is when you see 
a question that 
you now know the 
answer to give. But 
in this instance, they 
are working from 
a predetermined 
answer to a question 
and we collectively 
decided that we will 
not be part of  such 
shenanigan.

“We publicly 
wash our hands off 
this scheme and 
want the world to 
know that we were 
not part of  any 
such endorsement 
by Enugu town 
union PGs if  they 
go ahead to publish 
same.

“There are many 
pressing issues in 
the State requiring 
our attention as 
PGs, not zoning, 
especially the type 
being promoted by 
political jobbers.

“Even the motion 
has long expired and 
a new PG elected 
and inaugurated 
in his community. 
So, he was not even 
supposed to attend 
the meeting in the 
first place. There 
were so many of 
them like that.

“We also have it 
on good authority 
that they want to 
use unauthorised 
persons to sign for 
some of  our local 
governments like 
Aninri and Awgu”, 
the statement read.

If we sign it, what are we going 
to tell our people? How do we 

convince them that we have not 
collected millions of naira to take 

such out-of-schedule action? 
They are not fools. They know 

that this is political season.

“

“
Friday 1 - Saturday 2 April, 2022  
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Omerekpe warns Ikpeazu’s 
aides against imposition 
of guber candidate

F
rontline guber 
aspirant in Abia 
State, Chief  Ncheta 

Omerekpe has alleged 
that some aides to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
are planning to impose 
an unpopular candidate 
as PDP’s candidate for 
2023.

The imposition, he 
said, was allegedly 
orchestrated without the 
Governor’s consent as he 
was away from the State 
when the said candidate 
was picked. 

Omerekpe who stormed 
Abia PDP headquarters in 
Umuahia with thousands 
of  his supporters, was 
in the party secretariat 
to formally declare his 
ambition to rule Abia 
State, come 2023.

He used the occasion to 
caution his party against 
allowing any form of 
imposition of  candidates, 
arguing that he is the 
best material to win Abia 
government house for 
PDP.

Chief  Ncheta 
Omerekpe had last week 
picked his expression of 
interest and nomination 
forms at the PDP 
Secretariat, Abuja.

Also addressing  a 
mammoth crowd of 
his supporters at the 
Umuahia Township 
Stadium, after his visit to 
PDP Office, along Saint 
Finbarrs Road, Chief 
Omerepke stated that it it 
was imparative for Abians 
to pick someone who will 
enhance their narratives 
and better their lots for the 
next 4 years, adding that 
the Abia governorship 
race concerns Abians in 
general.

He used the opportunity 
to address earlier 
misconceptions in some 
quarters that he has 
been part of  the PDP 
administration in the 
State, reiterating that he 
has not been part of  any 
government in Abia but has 
surpassed the achievements 

But he should do the right 
thing, by allowing Abians 
decide their fate.

“As the father of 
the party, he should 
be neutral, and let the 
generality of  Abians 
speak through their PVCs 
who they want to be their 
Governor come 2023.”

The Umuakwu Nsulu, 
Isiala Ngwa North-
born aspirant urged 
PDP delegates to avoid 
being used during party 
primaries, noting that 
their conscience should 
guide them in making 
their choices.

Earlier in his 
response to Omerekpe’s 
address, the PDP State 
Chairman, Hon. Allwell 
Asiforo, described Chief 
Omerekpe as a part man, 
adding that the Party will 
give all the candidates a 
level playing ground.

He advised all PDP 
Abis guber aspirants to 
be civil and decorous 
while in their lobbies and 
consultations.

Meanwhile, the mem-
ber representing Isiala 
Ngwa North in the Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Ginger Onwusibe, 
who had also picked his 
nomination and expres -
sion of  interest form to 
represent Isiala Ngwa 
North/South Federal 
Constituency said Chief 
Omerekpe has imparted 
the lives of  the people 
positively and will do well 
if  he becomes the Gover -
nor of  Abia state.

Hon. Onwusibe said 
the philanthropist and 
business mogul has done so 
much, constructing roads, 
schools, skills Acquisition 
centres, hospitals, stating 
that Omerepke has all 
it takes   to occupy the 
number one seat.

of  some Senators and 
Representatives in the 
State.

Chief  Omerepke,  
pledged to serve Abians 
with all his heart if  given 
the mandate, reminding 
them that if  they want 
change, he is poised to 
effect the needed change 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

as Abia is in dire need of 
change and move away 
from imposition of  candi -
dates which has become a 
norm in the State just as 
he stressed that time has 
come to reject imposition 
of  candidate on Abians.

He commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for steering the ship of 
Abia for 7 years running, 
revealing that he has so 
much respect and love for 
the Governor while urging 
him to as the father of  the 
Party, do the right thing 
by avoiding imposition of 
candidate on Abians as 
they have the ample right 
to elect who they want.

In his word, “Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu is a man I 
love so much because he 
has steered the ship of 
Abia for 7 years running. 

Ikpeazu

Meanwhile, the member representing 
Isiala Ngwa North in the Abia State 

House of Assembly, Hon. Ginger 
Onwusibe, who had also picked his 

nomination and expression of interest 
form to represent Isiala Ngwa North/

South Federal Constituency said Chief 
Omerekpe has imparted the lives of the 
people positively and will do well if he 
becomes the Governor of Abia state.

“

“
Friday 1 - Saturday 2 April, 2022  
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T
he inventor 
of  Medicinal 
S y n t h e t i  c

Aluminum-magnesium 
Silicate (MSAMS), 
Nigerian made cure for 
HIV/AIDS, Professor 
Maduike Ezeibe has called 
on federal government 
to redeem its promise to 
encourage scientists who 
find COVID-19 cure.

Ezeibe, Professor of 
Veterinary Medicine 
and Clinical Virology 
at Michael Okpara 
University of  Agriculture 
in Umudike (MOUAU), 
Abia State made the 
call while responding 
to his entry winning the 
first prize for MOUAU 
at the Nigerian tertiary 
Institutions 2022 
Science, Technology 
and Innovation Expo in 
Abuja.

Ezeibe’s formulation 
MSAMS won the first 
prize at the Nigerian 
tertiary Institutions 2022 
Science, Technology 
and Innovation Expo in 
Abuja on March 14 in 
an expo organized by 
the Federal Ministry of 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation.

It was gathered 
that in the tertiary 
institutions category of 
the expo, MOUAU, solely 
represented by Ezeibe, 
came first with Ladoke 
Akintola University of 
Technology (LAUTEC), 
Ogbomoso and University 
of  Jos (UNIJOS) 
coming second and third 
respectively. 

Ezeibe’s MSAMS 
claims of  cure for HIV 
and COVID-19, had been 
disputed for sometime in 
Nigeria, until American 
researchers and scientists 
attested to its efficacy.

He said his formulation, 
the Medicinal synthetic 

From Nonye Udumiri,  
Aba

Aluminium magnesium 
silicate (MSAMS), is an 
Antiviral, Anti-tumor 
medicine that cures HIV 
and COVID-19.

The professor of 
virology said the medicine 
is also an Adjuvant, a 
substance that potentiates 
other medicines and also 
prevents and even cures 
Antimicrobial resistant 
infections.

Covid-19: MSAMS inventor tasks 
FG to release N36 million to scientists

Special report

Ezeibe said he had won 
the competition for the 
third time consecutively by 
showing how his medical 
formulation could quickly 
cure COVID-19.

He said, “My entry was 
proof  that the Medicinal 
synthetic Aluminium 
magnesium silicate is an 
Antiviral medicine, Anti-
tumor medicine and an 
Adjuvant that potentiates 

other medicines and so 
prevents and even cures 
Antimicrobial resistant 
infections. As an update 
I added “Plus Quick cure 
for COVID-19.”

He said the formulation 
had been peer-reviewed in 
32 scientific publications 
from journals across 
the globe showing the 
fomulation’s capacity to 
cure different diseases.

Ezeibe said MSAMS 
research and formulation 
had received seven 
(7} patents, prompted 
participation in seven (7) 
international conferences 
across Africa and America 
and had been supported 
by eight (8) post graduate 
degree projects verifying 
the claims.

“Government said any 
Nigerian who invents a 
medicine that can cure 
COVID-19 would be given 
a cash reward of  N36 m. 

“Now that I have 
discovered a quick cure 
(formulation of  already 
approved medicines) 
keeping that promise 
is required to motivate 

researchers. 
“ G o v e r n m e n  t

should not renege. The 
government should also 
announce to the world 
that we have got the 
cure and go ahead to 
commercialize it”, he 
said.

Ezeibe had explored 
and experimented 
the application of  his 
formulation to cure 
different diseases which 
had given rise to its 
acquisition of  seven 
patents and winning the 
same competition three 
times in three years.

News Echo reports that 
the scientist had had an 
uphill task getting his 
formulation received as 
potent for the cure of  HIV 
and COVID-19 among 
some Nigerians.

However, Ezeibe’s 
continued push for 
the recognition of  his 
work has paid off  as 
his successful defence 
his claims has now won 
another prize with the 
HIV and COVID-19 cure 
formulations

Friday 1 - Saturday 2 April, 2022  

Ezeibe displays one of the findings

Ezeibe
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Nollywood Actors 
of  Imo State origin 
have conferred Medal 

of  Honor to Temple Uzozie 
(Prophet Oyokometer), of  
Divine Holy Ministry, Obini-
hu Awo Mbieri in Mbaitoli 
local government area, on 
Wednesday.

Conferring the award on 
Prophet Oyokometer, the No-
llywood Stars, through Actor 
Tony Chukwu, explained that 
the medal  conferred on the 
faithful servant of  Most High 
God was due to his humani-
tarian service to the less-priv-
ileged across board plus his 
passion for righteousness, de-
scribing him and his mother 
as prophets called by God to 
save humanity from captivity 
and damnation.

Chukwu added, “we, the 
Nollywood Stars from Imo 
State, are happy to have 
gathered at the Divine Holy 
Ministry to celebrate Rev. 
Mummy Edna Uzozie, the 
vision bearer, who gave birth 
to Prophet Oyokometer, who 
we honored for his humani-
tarian gesture to the poor and 
contribution to the growth, 
peace of  Igbo. We pray that 
God who called him will give 
him the grace to carry his 
congregation along to right-
eousness, salvation, econom-
ic success and comfort”.

Actors like Prince Tom 
Njemanze, Livinus Ogonna 
Nnochiri, Geraldine Ejiogu, 
Ogechi Obilonu, who were 
marvelled at the miracle God 
uses Oyokometer to perform, 
praised God for His abun-
dance of  mercy and grace 

Prophet Temple Uzozie receives medal from
Nollywood Actors for humanitarian gesture

upon the church and His 
faithful servants. “To give 
honor to who it is due. Oth-
er actors have honoured their 
people who are equally doing 
well in their own states. It is 
indeed an Award of  Honor 
well deserved. You are a true 
prophet of  God who liberates 
people from captivity. You do 
miracles and people are saved 
from danger and captivity.

“He is our spiritual father, 
hence we align with him 
completely. We are going to 
do a movie in his name. It 
is our pleasure being in your 
midst and we see something 
unique in you. You are car-
rying a lot of  favor, a philan-
thropist per excellence, who 
does not brag at doing good 
to humanity and being pro-
phetically powerful. We saw 
grace, we saw power, we saw 
obedience, you are very orig-
inal, quite angelic and benev-
olently simple. And we have 
seen it”.

With one of  the ministers 
of  Divine Holy Ministry, 
Pastor Tony Duru, Sister 
Onyinyechi Favour (Onyi- 
Melody, a gospel artiste), 
Assistant Woman Leader, 
Deaconess Rosemary An-
yanwu, Convener, Imo State 
Carnival, Lady Stephanie 
Ubochi and a nurse, Rose-
mary Remy, said they are at 
the ministry to join hands to 
work for God “because we 
saw righteousness and grace 
in the commission. They set 
those in captivity free. People 
who come to Divine Edna’s 
Temple Hospital are always 
well treated, healed and preg-
nant women deliver peaceful-
ly and safely”.

Nollywood Actors, Imo State, after conferring Award of Honor on Prophet Oyokometer at Divine Holy Ministry, Obinihu Awo Mbieri, 
Mbaitoli, on Wednesday.

Noting that the church was 
established 27 years ago, the 
General Overseer of  Divine 
Holy Ministry, Rev. Mum-
my Edna Uzozie (mother 
of  Prophet Oyokometer), 
thanked God for His blessing 

and sustenance of  the church 
and all her children who are 
all Prophets of  God.

In his response, Temple 
Uzozie, (Prophet Oyokome-
ter), expressed excitement on 
the honor bestowed on him 

by the Actors who he eulo-
gized for celebrating him and 
his beloved mother, saying 
“nothing can stop me from 
doing the work of  God. I per-
form miracles and I have sev-
erally, silently given humani-

tarian assistance to the poor. 
Although it has not been easy 
and I have faced battles both 
spiritually and physically and 
we have always been victo-
rious because God has been 
with us. It is by His grace that 
I perform miracles”.

EFCC arrests 120 suspected internet 
fraudsters in Enugu, Ibadan
From Chuma Austin, Enugu 

 

O
peratives of  the Enu-
gu Zonal Command 
of  the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commis-
sion  (EFCC) have arrested 
forty  youths for alleged inter-
net fraud in Enugu State.

Also in Ibadan, Oyo State 
capital, eighty persons were 
picked up by the  anti-graft 
agents  for alleged internet  re-
lated offences. 

In a statement by the Head, 
Media and Publicity, EFCC, 
Wilson Uwujaren , all the 
suspect’s were  arrested based 
on verified intelligence link-
ing them with fraudulent in-
ternet activities.

Uwujaren further stated, 
“incriminating documents 
were found in 35 of  the 80 
suspects arrested in Ibadan 
and they are: Victor Abu-
mere, Kehinde Samuel, Ad-
edeji Ibrahim Olamilekan, 
Akinbowale Emmanuel, 
Taiwo Azeez, Adenuga 
Sunday, Sidiku Olubodun, 
Ekhuemelo Jerry, Agboola 
Khalid Babatunde, Alex Kel-
vin, Akande Jonah, Tobiloba 
Adekanye, Fatai Olalekan T., 
Giwa Babatunde David and 
Emmanuel Victor Mayowa,

Others are: Taofeek Toheeb 
Olamilekan, Olamilekan 
Fafilolu Quadri, Olayinka 
Taiwo Olaniyi, Emmanuel 
Abiodun Olalekan, Awoleke 
Opeyemi Uthman, Ikenna 
Anyanwu Victor, Mosuro 

Daniel Oluwaseun, Amoo 
Abdulmalik Ademola, Olu-
waseun Adeniran, Kehinde 
Kehinde Olatunji, Bakare 
Kayode Augustine, Okoli 
Propser, Kolawole Bless-
ing, Okeolu Moshood, and 
Hammed Khalid Ayomide.

The rest are: Hassan Waris 
Ademola, Taiwo Ademola, 
Adewale Ayomiposi, Abdul-
lahi Maleek Olaniyi, Masika 
Adekunle Andrew.

The suspects were arrest-
ed in various locations in 
Ibadan, Oyo State and items 
recovered from them include: 
thirteen (13) exotic cars, three 
(3) motor bikes and mobile 
phones and laptops of  differ-
ent brands.

The 40 suspects arrested 
on March 29 and 30, 2022 
in Enugu are: Chimezie 
Onyegwa, Chukwuebuka 
Jamespaul, Adams Nengi, 
Chibua Emmanuel. Mmoh 
Henry, Kingsly Obinna, 
Francis Alex, Nelson Chi-
diebere, Paschal Eze, Eke 
Emmanuel, Ezeme Johnpaul 
, Aroh Kenneth, Ugwu Dar-
lington , Chukwuemeka Col-
lins and Ejielo Ifeanyi,

Others are: Justin Obidi-
we, Chibuike Henry, Chuk-
wuemeka Okafor, Osodiuru 
Prince, Nwachukwu Steven, 
kelekchukwu Ugwu, Ug-
wuoke Victor, Udeh Victor, 
Ekata Endurance, Ukpabi 
Evidence, Eze Obinna, Amo-
bi Eya, Victor Joshua, Ga-
briel Noel and Chisom Ede 

Nnamuchi.
The rest include Onwe 

Nnamdi, Okonkwo Som-
tochukwu, Nnaji Ifeanyi, 
Ezeagu Ifeanyi, Maduabuchi 
Nwangbo, Onyenamaya To-
chukwu,Wisdom Solomon, 
Agu Chibuzor, Nwokoro 

Sochima and Ifeanyichukwu 
Miracle.

They were arrested in Nsuk-
ka, and the Premier Layout 
Axis of  Enugu, Enugu State 
following verified intelligence 
linking them with suspected 
internet-related offences.

Nnewi Crown Prince tasks 
South East governors on 
railway development
By Karen James, 
Nnewi

C
rown Prince of  Nne-
wi, Obi Orizu, has 
urged Governor 

Charles Soludo of  Anam-
bra State to continue in the 
footsteps of  his predeces-
sor.

Orizu, who was worried 
by the increasing state of  
insecurity and killings in 
the South East, also tasked 
the governors of  the South 
East zone to begin a rail-
way development plan that 
would link the states in the 
zone.

According to the Crown 
Prince, he said killings in 
the South East had reached 
a disturbing level that re-
quired government and 

individual collective effort 
to stop and attributed the 
development to lack of  de-
velopment in the zone.

Orizu, a legal practition-
er and administrator, not-
ed that the issue of  Biafra 
could be started with devel-
oping the South East zone 
by the governors, adding 
that when Anambra and 
other states in the zone be-
gin developmental plans 
that would cut across the 
zone, the area would be-
come attractive and agita-
tions would stop.

He said Biafra must begin 
by developing the zone to 
the taste of  everyone in the 
country. The crown prince 
stated this during a chat 
with News Echo in Nnewi 
yesterday.

Umeh disburses N10m school 
fees to Anambra students 
By Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

F
ormer National Chair-
man of  the All-Pro-
gressives Grand Alli-

ance APGA, Senator Victor 
Umeh has offset school fees 
of  students under the Victor 
Umeh Education Founda-
tion, to the tune of  ten mil-
lion naira in Anambra state.

 News Echo gathered that 
the event which took place 
at the benefactor’s country 
home, Aguluzigbo in Anao-
cha Local Government Area 
of  the state, on Monday, 
attracted the Vicar General 
Catholic Diocese of  Ekwu-
lobia, Reverend Father Pro-
fessor Anthony Chiegboka, 
Government House Chap-
lain, Reverend Father Raph-
ael Onyekwelu, some of  the 
beneficiaries, Stakeholders 
of  the Aguluzigbo and be-
yond.

Handing over the ten-mil-
lion-naira worth of  draft 
to Victor Umeh Education 
Foundation Board Chair-

man, Reverend Father Peter 
Uzoezie, Umeh, who is also 
contesting for the Senate, 
in 2023 general elections to 
represent Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, at the 
National Assembly Abuja, 
said that he has taken it as 
a passion to empower the 
youths for the good of  the 
society.

He challenged the bene-
ficiaries to avoid any form 
of  social vices and focus on 
their education to enable 
them to become the best for 
themselves and their families 
in future 

A First Class, Chemical 
Engineering Graduate of  
the Nnamdi Azikiwe Uni-
versity Awka, Mr Chukwu-
ma Nwanazoba who was a 
product of  Victor Umeh Ed-
ucation Foundation thanked 
the benefactor for the op-
portunity and advised other 
beneficiaries to be outstand-
ing in all their endeavors as 
a way of  appreciating their 
benefactor, Senator Umeh.
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2022 Aguata Community Shield: 
Trust is key to development, 
unity - Apostle Nwaigbo

According to Apostle, there 
is need for openness, trust is 
mutual becuase it is open when 
you blindfold trust, you have 
created a room for mistrust, 
and therefore for you to have 
a healthy relationship, it must 
be transparent. So I am calling 
on the youths and leadership in 
Aguata communities to improve 
in openness and transparency, that 
is the only way we can create trust, 
build trust and we can share trust. 

“So my message to our leaders 
is that we must build trust, we 
must give trust, we must trust our 
leaders and our leaders must trust 
us. That is only way we can make 
headway in Aguata”.

Also speaking, Director of  
Operations and the Chairman, 
Local Organizing Committee, 
reiterated that the committee 
have created room for scouting 
of  young talented players. He 
noted that there are already some 
professional are already onground 
to ensure these talents are 
carefully selected. While assuring 
that these young talents will in 
near future embark on travels to 
different african countries, with 
accommodation, feed taken care 
of  by Tropical Gate Foundation 
and Sustainable Development. 

President General, Amesi 

Improvement Union, Hon Leo 
Muorah, in his closing remark 
lauded the efforts of  Apostle 
Nwaigbo and his philanthropic 
activities in Aguata. According 
to the PG, grassroot sports 
encourages social participation, 
harmony and unity among people. 

However, in the third place 
match, which commenced 
shortly after the briefing, Oraeri 
Community defeated Akpo 
Community with 5 vs 4 goal win 
in a penalty shootouts to clinch 
the Bronze medal, third position.

In the final match, captured 
with more fascinating display 
of  techniques, suspense, and 
intrigues. Achina became the 
brand new Champions of  
the 2022 Aguata Community 
Shield by defeating Ekwulobia 
community team 1 vs 0 win in 
a match watched by over 20,000 
spectators. 

Thus, Achina team were 
decorated with a gold medal 
and cash some of  five hundred 
thousand naira only (500,000) 
while Ekwulobia team received 
Silver medals with a cash of  three 
hundred thousand naira only 
(300,000) and Oraeri team going 
home with bronze medal with a 
cash of  two hundred thousand 
naira (200,000) respectively. 

However, there were 
Individual awards ranging from 
Highest Goal Scorer:  Afam 
Ezekwenna from Ekwulobia who 
scored a total of  seven (7) goals.

Best player: from Achina, Best 
Coach: Mr Ebuka Dimude from 
Achina, Best Keeper: Samuel 
Ncheke from Achina, Fair Play 
Team: Achina.

Special celebrated moment 
was the “Live Saver Award” to 
Mr Mr Bennett Ezeanokwasi. 
While speaking to News Echo 
in a seperate interview said he 
received the award because” I was 
able to safe a goal keeper’s life 
in one of  the matches during the 
quarter finals. 

Appreciating Chairman, 
Local Organizing Committee 
Dr, Whyte Nwankwo expressing 
happiness over successful 
sponsorship of  the competition 
from Apostle Nnamdi Mbaigbo, 
said “This competition has been 
impactful on Aguata youths. I 
also send my appreciation to the 
members of  Board of  Trustees 
of  Tropical Gate Foundation for 
Sustainable Development.

“I also appreciate the 14 
communities that participated 
and showed great commitments 
to the concerns of  sustainable 
development in Aguata. The 

spectators have been so wonderful, 
including the Life Saver of  the 
Year, Mr Bennett Ezeanokwasi”. 

“I appreciate the security per-
sonnel for their diligence. The 
medical team and Aguata Red 
Cross Society are greatly appre-
ciated. The various media houses 
that covered the event, did great a 
job. I also appreciate various com-
panies and individuals that sup-
plied different logistics towards 
the success of  the competition, 
including volunteers who were 
ever present to render veritable as-
sistance. I send my heartfelt grat-
itude to Aguata Referee Society 
for quality officiating all through 
the competition”. 

“The members of  the Local 
Organising Committee for their 
great commitments towards 
the success of  this competition 
despite shortcoming. There is 
always room for improvement . 
We are making progress”. 

The events were witnessed by 
football lovers, fans, prominent 
community leaders, media 
houses, buisness food vendors 
and Gresident Generals of  some 
communities in Aguata Local 
Government of  Anambra state.

It is in no doubt that much 
is expected in next years third 
edition of  the tournament.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he “2022 Aguata 
Community Shield” is 
the second edition of  the 

football tournament being played 
among the fourteen communities 
existing in Agauata Local 
Govenrment Area of  Anambra 
state to decide who the winner.

It is a sport community 
oriented initiative being sponsored 
by the founder of  Tropical Gate 
Foundation for Sustainable 
Development, Apostle Nnamdi 
Mbaigbo as part of  its mission and 
vision to harness talents through 
sports development for self-
reliance and growth. 

The tournament which 
attracted over twenty thousand 
spectators was held at the Amesi 
primary school field, last Saturday 
as well as meeting with the Local 
Organising Committee where 
briefings on successful hosting of  
the event.

Speaking during the press 
briefing to mark the grand finale, 
Apostle Nnamdi Mbaigbo 
explained that this year take home 
message is centred on Trust as a 
veritable tool for communities in 
Aguata to move forward. 

The amount of  trust you give to 
yourself  determines the amount of  
trust you give to people. Therefore 
it is important that youths in 
Aguata to trust one another and 
grow in confidence becuase now 
by the grace of  God we have 
been given the opportunity to 
lead the anambrairian and there 
is the youths in Aguata should 
understand that they should share 
trust and get trusted. 

Explaining how people get 
trust, Apostle noted that trust 
must be practised and that is 
what Tropical Gate Foundation 
and Sustainable Development is 
doing, we are practicing trust. We 
are coming out from our comfort 
zone to put trust and so you as a 
youth in Aguata going forward 
from this tournament you should 
practice trust”.

He further observed that trust 
is not easy, it is tough. That you 
are hurt in the process of  your trust 
does not mean you should stop 
trusting. When you stop trusting, 
you stop growing, he added.

Highlighting major principles 
of  trust which he enumerated 
as: competency. He pleaded with 
the youths of  Aguata to embrace 
soccer with competence which will 
bring about developing multiple 
skills as the only way for survival. 
While added that nobody wants 
to associate with incompetent 
persons.

Friday 1 - Saturday 2 April, 2022  
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im is a fashion icon Kdespite the fashion 
hurdle she seems to 

be facing now. She has had 
some pretty iconic looks. 
There was the famed Thierry 
Mugler dress she wore to the 
Met gala that looked wet and 
dripping but all so stunning. 

In 2018, there was the 
Versace dress she wore 
when the Met Gala was 
themed heavenly bodies 
and she completely nailed 
the heavenly bodies theme. 

We looked forward to 
what Kim would wear on 
the red carpet but now it 
feels like she is in a fashion 
rut of  Balenciaga boots. 

Ever since the 2021 
Met Gala where she wore a 
black oversized shirt and 
thigh-high boots, it's been 

one monotonous look after 
the other. 

Every time we see Kim 
since then she is wearing 
leather pants, a tube or a 
bikini. Either that or she 
wears a bodycon gown or a 
bodysuit with these same 
boots. 

It's almost as if  she is 
not putting any new thought 
into how she looks or it is 
simply a lack of  creative 
direction. 

Some have said it is her 
contract with Balenciaga 
that is limiting her but 
Balenciaga sells a variety of  
outfits, why does Kim need 
just one type of  the same 
outfits? 

Pe r h a p s,  i t  i s  t h e 
c o m f o r t  o f  f i n d i n g 
something you think works 

for you and wearing it all the 
time but Kim, it doesn't 
work anymore. 

The first time we were 
amused, the second time a 
l i t t l e  exc i t e d  b u t  n o t 
anymore, we want the wow 
factor. 

We didn't realize how 
bored we were until we saw 
her at The Oscars 2022 
w e a r i n g  h e a d  t o  t o e 
Balenciaga. It was a blue 
bodycon gown and she wore 
black boots again. 

It gave us nothing, we 
fel t  neither happy nor 
i m p r e s s e d ,  e v e n  t h e 
hairstyling was boring, a 
ponytail to the Oscars, why? 

K i m  n e e d s  s o m e 
fashion inspiration or some 
styling to deliver iconic 
looks once more.

Fashion Police: Why Kim Kardashian's new style is a snooze fest 
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Revenge cheating aka 
retaliatory infidelity is 
one of  the ways to 

deal with an unfaithful partner 
and this is why it's worth 
considering. 

People react to cheating 
differently. 

For some, the automatic 
thing to do is get out regardless 
o f  e x c u s e  o r  p o s s i b l e 
justification the cheater may 
want to come up with. These 
people are all about avoiding a 
repeat performance owing to 
the belief  that when someone 
cheats once, they never stop 
doing so. 

Proponents of  this idea 
believe that any remorse 
expressed by the cheating 
partner at that time is only 
being done because he or she 
was caught. If  they weren't 
caught, they'd just continue in 

hen you think of  

Wmoaning during 
s*x ,  you  might 

envision an Oscar-worthy 
performance la When Harry 
Met Sally, or friends Yes!-ing in 
the background of  a call with 
your mom in an effort to 
embarrass you. Or maybe you 
think of  the other night when 
you let a noise slip mid-romp 
that wait, actually made the 
moment so much hotter for the 
both of  you?

Moaning during sex is 
basically a power-up in the 
bedroom. One breathless peep 
or guttural grunt typically 
serves as a nonverbal cue that 
things are going *great*, 
thanks. Letting out those hot 
and heavy noises can even 
point to a more satisfying sex 
life, according to one 2012 
study published by the Journal 
o f  S o c i a l  a n d  Pe r s o n a l 
Relationships. 

St i l l ,  the thought of  
adding a few moans to your 
romps can be stressful if  you 
haven't done it before. I get it, 
the last thing you want is to 
sound like a bored adult film 
star trying to act like she's 
actually turned on. And for 
some (especially those with ah, 
roommates), the thought of  
moaning during sex might 
send cringe shivers down your 
spine. No sweat. 

A couple of  sex experts 
are here to tell you everything 
you need to know about easing 
into the proverbial waters of  
hot and loud sex. Who knows? 
You might test out those vocal 
chords sooner than you think. 

Why do people moan 
during sex, anyway? 

It's pretty simple: Youre 
turned on. Women moan 
during sex to communicate to 
their partners they're enjoying 
what they are doing, says, sex 
and relationship coach. Think 
of  it as a nudge in the right 
direction, a pleasure-filled 

response that a partner is doing 
all of  the right things. And let's 
be real: Its often an involuntary 
response to all that physical 
exertion. People don't compare 
tennis grunts to sex moans for 
no reason, after all. 

Not to kill the vibe, but 
people also moan when they're 
uncomfortable or f lat-out 
bored. A partner shouldn't 
have to decipher your pain 
moan from your pleasure 
moan, says Laurie Mintz, 
PhD, author of. If  something 
hurts or feels meh, say so with 
your words and ask your 
partner to do the same for you. 

How can moans make sex 
feel even hotter? 

Some research says the 
deeper you are into the sexual 
experience, the less inhibited 
your sounds may be, Mintz 
says. Your own sounds may 
serve to enhance your own 
arousal. The best sex is freeing, 
and moaning when the urge 
comes to you helps release 
your inhibitions (shout out 
Natasha Bedingfield) so you 
can be totally immersed in 
pleasure. 

Letting out a few ooooohs 
can even make your other O 
bigger and better, Buratti says. 
When a woman moans during 
sex, her throat opens, her 
breathing slows, and her pelvic 
floor muscles relax. This, she 
says, can lead to a mind-
blowing orgasm. 

Do I have to moan? 
If  it's not your thing, no 

big deal. There are people who 
are silent during sex and who 
don't want to make noise and 
that is completely fine, Mintz 
says. Noise helps some people 
tu r n  on  a nd  expe r i enc e 
pleasure, and for other people, 
it gets in the way. Sometimes a 
loud moan (or a scream even) 
fits the mood, and sometimes 
you'd rather enjoy it quietly. 
Just do what feels good. 

Ok, I want to try moaning 

now. How do I start? 
Honestly, it's the same 

thing that I recommend with 
getting comfortable with a lot 
of  things: Try it on your own, 
Mintz says. So, skip the porn 
research and go right for a test 
run instead. Next time you 
masturbate, let yourself  moan. 
Start with taking deep belly 
breaths and letting it out slowly 
with a sigh punctuating your 
breath, Buratti suggests. See if  
it enhances the experience. 
Feel good? It's worth a try 
when someone else is in the 
mix. 

If  you're still unsure, bring 
it up with your partner first. 
You can say, Let's talk about 
the noises we make during sex 
or I think I want to try making 
more noises because I heard 
they were a turn on, Mintz 
says. Itll be fun for you and fun 
for them. A win-win. 

Is there a right way to 
moan? 

If  you're sitting there 
thinking, Is this a good moan? 
Is it loud enough? Too loud? 
You are not having the kind of  
moan that's going to enhance 
your arousal, Mintz says. In 
any area of  sex, there is rarely a 
one-size-fits-all. Preach. 

This is not the time to over 
think. When you're stuck in 
your head or critiquing your 
every move, it will take you 
right out of  the moment. And 
trust me, there's no fun in that. 

Or orgasms. Instead, take a 
deep breath (or two), lean into 
the moment, and let your body 
and mouth do what it wants. 

I ' m  a l r e a d y  a n 
experienced moaner. Can I 
make them even sexier? 

Again, whatever noise 
spills out is bound to turn you 
both on. If  you want to be 
specific,  Buratti  suggests 
"using your breath as the lead 
in your moaning. On the 
exhale, let your voice come out 
just a little. Think about 
sending your breath and your 
moan down to your pelvis. It'll 
kind of  feel like a meditative 
exercise or tantric sex. 

W h e n  i n  d o u b t ,  l e t 
yourself  be. The deeper you are 
in the sexual experience, the 
less inhibited your sounds will 
be, Mintz says. 

Should I ever moan to 
fake an orgasm? 

Girl, don't do it. Even if  
you're guilty of  it in the past, 
faking it won't help your sex 
life. Moans can be positive 
reinforcement and give your 
guy a boost of  confidence, but 
faking it sends a mixed signal. 
By faking, we are teaching our 
partners to do exactly what 
doesn't work for us," Mintz 
says. Are you and your partner 
be ing  on the  same page 
s e x u a l l y ?  T h a t ' s  w o r t h 
moaning about. 

partner goes on his or her own 
c h e a t i n g  s p r e e  a f t e r 
discovering that a partner has 
been messing around town. It 
is pretty much a way of  saying 
'while I want to remain in this 
relationship, I want to go out 
and sample other people just 
as you have done.' 

One of  the easiest, most 
obvious things that has been 
said against revenge cheating 
is that two wrongs don't make 
a right, and that the decision to 
go sleep with another person 
just to get back at a cheating 
partner only distresses the 
fabric relationship further. 

The strain put on the 
relationship by the initial 
cheating should have been 
enough, they say. An eye for 
an eye will make the world go 
blind, they add. 

Revenge cheating isn't 

may make them feel as if  they 
have given a person a taste of  
their own medicine. 

" A n o t h e r  i s  t h a t 
sometimes it allows each 
person to get the sense of  
feeling wronged out of  their 
system, and often they both 
find out that the grass is not 
always greener on the other 
side of  the pasture." 

In an odd sense, if  a 
p a r t n e r  c h e a t s  a n d  t h e 
of fended par tner  rashly 

their philandering ways. 
That`s why the good idea 

is to install mSpy software on 
the cell phone. You will see 
who your partner is talking to 
on Facebook and Whatsapp 
and what photos they get in 
Snapchats. Moreover, you will 
know the exact location of  
your  par tner.  mSpy can 
provide you with all the 
information you need to feel 
secure and comfortable. 

Even for those who leave, 
they could either do so quietly 
or after hurting they cheat in 
some way as a way of  getting 
their own pound of  flesh… 
kinda. 

There's one more way to 
deal with cheating and that's 
r e v e n g e  c h e a t i n g  a k a 
retaliatory infidelity. 

What this means, as the 
name literally states, is that a 

that bad 
Dr. Jacqueline Olds, a 

p sych ia t r i s t  a t  McLean 
Hospital and Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts says one of  the 
reasons why revenge cheating 
is worth considering is for the 
restoration of  parity and 
balance in the relationship. 

"One is so the aggrieved 
p a r t y  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  s o 
aggrieved because they made 
things equal," she explains. "It 

roposing to the love Pof  your life in public 
m a y  s e e m  a l l 

romantic and intriguing, but 
it can actually be a bit weird, 
especially if  you're unsure 
of  what your partner's 
response will be.

A lot of  people regard 
p u b l i c  p r o p o s a l s  a s 
manipulative, and that's 
understandable, as seeing 
unfamiliar faces and being 
in a very open space can 
i n f l u e n c e  a  w o m a n ' s 
decision, particularly if  she 
is not yet ready. 

Another reason why 
public proposals are viewed 
as manipulative is that if  the 
woman is truly not ready 
and doesn't accept it, she 
will be portrayed as a bad 
and selfish person, yet, if  
she accepts out of  pity or 
fear of  public space, it will 
be the start of  an unhappy 
marriage. 

So, which is better: 
Public proposals or private 
proposals? 

Well, it doesn't really 
matter which one you opt 
fo r.  Pub l i c  o r  p r iva te 
proposals all have their pros 
and cons, choose the one 
suitable for you and your 
partner. 

H o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e 
popping the question, there 
are a few things you should 
both talk about. This will 
help you in deciding on the 
best proposal format. 

1. Is she shy? 
Shy people enjoy their 

own space and prefer to be 

in a private, warm setting. If  
you want to get a sincere 
response from your shy 
partner, it's better to have a 
private proposal. Public 
proposals will get them 
nervous and they might say 
“yes” to you out of  fear of  
being judged by the strange 
faces around. 

2. Are you both ready? 
Before proposing to 

her, you should both be 
willing and ready to marry 
each other. This will take 
away any fears of  getting 
rejected in public. 

3. What's her dream 
proposal like? 

Ask her  about  her 
dream proposal, ask if  she 
loves an open or private 
proposal, ask whether she 
wants her friends and family 
around or just you both with 
cameras. 

All these questions are 
necessary not only for 
public proposals but also for 
private ones. Knowing what 
your partner wants is crucial 
when planning a proposal; 
i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  yo u r 
seriousness and will spare 
you from avoidable pain. 

F i n a l l y,  a  p u b l i c 
proposal isn't a bad idea if  
you're certain that's what 
she wants. 

decides to go on their own 
vengeful frolick of  infidelity, it 
could make them see for real 
that what's out there is nothing 
compared to what they both 
have, and that pissing it away 
is not particularly a wise move. 

Just as cheating has the 
paradoxical ability to make 
partners become better lovers, 
revenge cheating may just be 
as great. 
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Why moaning during s*x is good according
to experts 

Are public proposals a bad idea?
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here are numerous Tplants with different 
fruits in the world 

which makes us unable to 
explore all of  them. So, it's 
easy to overlook some of  the 
numerous fruit species. And 
neglect others. But this 
neglect of  some fruits might 
be unintentional based on 
some reasons which are; 
unavailability, slow growth, 
no commercial benefits, etc. 
However, these reasons 
d o e s n ' t  m a k e  t h e 
underrated fruits less tasty 
or nutritious. Below are a 
list of  5 fruits that are often 
u n d e r r a t e d  o r  u n d e r -
appreciated. 

Persimmons
P e r s i m m o n  f r u i t 

comes from a certain tree 
called Diospyros. The color 
ranges from yellow to dark 
r e d - o r a n g e .  S o m e 
persimmons are spherical, 
while others have the shape 
of  an acorn or pumpkin. 

Persimmons contain 
v i t a m i n s ,  m i n e r a l s , 
antioxidants, and fiber. 

They are also high in 
soluble dietary fiber, which 
slows the digestion of  
carbohydrates, preventing 
spikes in blood sugar. 

I n  a d d i t i o n , 
Persimmons help in keeping 
your eyes healthy. One 
serving contains more than 
half  the recommended daily 
intake of  Vitamin A, which 
is vital to vision. Its peel is 
rich in lutein, which is 
known to help protect 
against eye disease. 

Custard Apple: 
C h e r i m o y a  i s 

popularly known as custard 
apple. It's a green-colored, 
cone-shaped fruit with 
leathery skin, creamy and 
sweet flesh. Custard apple's 
outer covering is green and 
hear t - shaped ,  bu t  the 
creamy flesh inside is white 
in color. The fruit is high in 
f i b e r ,  v i t a m i n s ,  a n d 
minerals, as well as anti-
inflammatory and immune-
boosting properties. 

The dark brown seeds 
inside this custard-like part 

are toxic to eat, so avoid 
them. Eating foods like 
Custard apple may help 
r e d u c e  y o u r  r i s k  o f  
depression because low 
blood levels of  vitamin B6 
are linked to depression, 
especially in older adults. 
Custard apple is an excellent 
s o u r c e  o f  v i t a m i n  B 6 
(pyridoxine). 

Lychees 
Lychee (Litchi chinensis) 

also known as litchi or 
lichee, is a small tropical fruit 
from the soapberry family. 
Lychee have a pink-red, 
inedible and leathery skin 
that should be removed 
before consumption. Lychee 
has a white, sweet and 
flowery flavor flesh and 
surrounds a dark seed in the 
center. The Nutrition table 
of  a lychee; 

Protein: 0.8 grams
Carbs: 16.5 grams
Calories: 66
Fiber: 1.3 grams
Sugar: 15.2 grams
Fat: 0.4 grams

4.  Pomelo 
Shaddock is popularly 

known as Pomelo is the 
largest citrus fruit in the 
Rutaceae family and the 
primary ancestor of  the 
grapefruit. Pomelo is shaped 
like a teardrop and has a 
g reen  or  ye l low f lesh , 
covered by a pale, thick rind. 
"Shaddock" is another name 
for this citrus Asian fruit. 

P o m e l o  h e l p s  i n 
maintaining weight  by 
increasing the amount of  
f o o d  yo u  e a t  w i t h o u t 
increasing the amount of  
calories. The fruit assists in 
body wellness like improved 
bone density and a decreased 
risk of  cer tain chronic 
diseases. 

5. Blueberries 
They are tiny berries 

that are circled in shape. 
Berries are high in fiber, 
v i tamin C,  v i tamin K, 
m a n g a n e s e  a n d 
antioxidants. Berries are 
an t iox idant s,  they  a re 
believed to reduce the risk of  
chronic conditions like heart 

d i s e a s e,  d i a b e t e s  a n d 
Alzheimer's. 

In addition, they help to 
fight against oxidative stress 
and viral infections. 

6. Passion Fruit 
Passion fruits are small 

and egg-shaped, with yellow 

i n c e  i t ' s  t h e  b e s t 

Salternative to sugar, it 
has been used as part of  

a day - day diet and it has 
made us ignore the most 
important question which is; 
what happens when you have 
too much honey? It leads me 
t o  s h o w i n g  y o u  t h e 
disadvantages of  eating too 
much honey; 

1. Increase high blood 
pressure 

Taking honey in excess 
can put you at the risk of  low 
b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  o r 
hypotension. But on the 
opposite side, it's known for 
maintaining blood pressure. 
In the future, this can affect 
the functionality of  your 
heart. 

2. Stomach problems 
Excess consumption of  

honey can also lead to 
bloating and/or diarrhea as a 
result of  your body being 
unable to digest the sugars in 
honey. 

3. Weight gain 
The high content of  

c a l o r i e s ,  s u g a r ,  a n d 

carbohydrates present in 
honey can aid weight gain. If  
you're trying to maintain 
your weight, you should 
avoid honey. 

4. It can lead to dental 
problems 

According to the USDA 
National Nutrient Database, 
about 82% of  honey is made 
of  sugar and this is enough to 
damage the teeth. Eating too 
much sugar can lead to tooth 
decay. To avoid these, your 
intake of  honey should be 
minimal. 

5. Increase in blood 
sugar level 

Too much consumption 
of  sugar can shoot up your 
blood sugar level. Especially 
if  you are diabetic, you may 
see an abnormal rise in your 
blood sugar levels which can 
be dangerous. 

In conclusion, honey 
consumption should be done 
in moderation, it's important 
to  pract ice  moderat ion 
starting today in almost 
everything that concerns our 
day - day life. 

or purple skin. It tastes sweet 
and tart. Passion fruits keeps 
the bowels healthy and 
active, It also lowers the level 
of  cholesterol and your risk 
for diabetes, heart disease 
and certain kinds of  cancer. 
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Underrated fruits and their benefits 

Disadvantages of eating
too much honey 

Persimmons Custard Apple

Pomelo

Lychees Passion Fruit

Honey

Blueberries



e a r  O m a ,DMy fiancé, 
“Peter,” has 

a  nu m be r  o f  f e m a l e 
f r i e n d s  I ' m  n o t 
c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h , 
primarily because they are 
women he “had” interest 
in  be fore  we s tar ted 
dating. He says he has told 
them he's taken now and 
they can't be more than 
friends, but I don't think 
they got the message. He 
recently told me one of  
them told him a guy had 
proposed to her but she's 
delaying accepting in case 
Peter becomes available. 
This is the second time 
something like this has 
happened.

I believe it's because 
of  the way he relates to 
these girls. I mean, if  he 
has really made clear in 
words and actions that 
he's not interested in them 
r o m a n t i c a l l y,  t h e y 
wouldn't base their life 
decisions on the hope that 
they may still have a 
chance with him.

Peter may tell me 
these things because he 
wants me to know lots of  
women are willing to have 
him. But I'm confused at 
this point about whether 
he's truly committed to 
me. Could it be he just 
likes “talking” to women 
even though it leads them 
on? And is this behavior 
hea l thy  fo r  a  fu tu re 
marriage? 

Dear Friend, you are 
a s k i n g  i n t e l l i g e n t 
questions. Unfortunately, 
not knowing your fiancé, I 
can't answer them. I can, 
however, offer this: When 
couples become serious, 
they stop playing games. 
If  your fiancé thinks that 
causing you to feel jealous 
or insecure at this point is 
constructive, he is making 
a mistake because it won't 
stop after the wedding. 
Pe t e r  a p p e a r s  t o  b e 
immature, and that's a red 
f l a g .  P r e m a r i t a l 
counseling may help to 
clear the air.

Dear Oma,
I have been married 

for 28 years. I thought we 
were very happy for the 
first 25. The change came 
when our children all left 
home. We sold our large 
house, which I was more 
than willing to do. But the 
house we have moved into 
causes me a lot of  anxiety 
because of  the traffic 

attributes -- intelligence, 
honesty, sense of  humor, 
etc. -- but he is not IN love. 
If  you want a romantic 
relationship, you need to 
find someone who values 
you for YOURSELF -- 
inside and out. Give him 
marks for honesty and 
send him back to his 
Barbie dolls because you 
deserve better, and he 
deserves more of  the 
same.

Dear Oma,
While I was battling 

c a n c e r,  my  h u s b a n d 
vanished into thin air with 
all our money. It has been 
years now, and we finally 
were divorced, but I have 
never been able to get over 
what he did to me. Talking 
to professionals helped 
some, but I still wonder 
what happened.

We were together for 
20 years. I was left in a 
remote part of  Alaska to 
fend for myself  when I 
could hardly get around 
after the surgery and 
radiation treatments. It's 
like he wanted me dead. 
How can I possibly get 
over what I thought was 
the love of  my life? -- 

D e a r  U n k n o w n 
writer, your husband may 
have been the love of  your 
life, but the love of  HIS life 
was ... him. That he not 
only ran when the chips 
were down but cleaned 
out the bank account, 
leaving you battling a life-
threatening illness, was 
beyond the pale. Why he 
did it was fear, weakness 
and lack of  character.

Having prevailed over 
c a n c e r  a n d  p ove r t y, 
get t ing  over  your  ex 
s h o u l d  b e  a  c i n c h . 
However, f inding the 
ability to trust again may 
be another matter, and no 
one would blame you if  
you couldn't do it. An 
important step forward 
might be more counseling 
to help you cope.

Dear Oma,
My friend has an 

adult child with a drug 
addiction. Sometimes 
when we are together, this 
child will call begging for 
money. My friend gives in 
every time. She feels 
terrible about doing it but 
can't seem to say no. She 
has attended several Nar-
Anon meetings, but no 
l o n g e r  w a n t s  t o  g o 
because she says i t ' s 

different experiences and 
perceptions, so you won't 
always see eye-to-eye but 
i f  y o u  w a n t  y o u r 
relationship to grow, you 
should always, always let 
them know that they 
aren't wrong for feeling 
the way they do.

L o o k  f o r 
opportunities for sincere 
thank you's.

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s 
gratitude is the secret to a 
happy l i fe  and i t ' s  a 
necessary ingredient for a 
happy 'ship, too.

Think about it: 
Relationships take 

work, and like at the 
o f f i c e ,  n o t  b e i n g 
acknowledged for putting 
in time and effort can 
m a k e  y o u  f e e l 
unappreciated and even 
resentful.

So take notice of  
moments  when  your 
partner does something 
even remotely selfless and 
kind for you, and thank 
them for it. Acknowledge 
things that they wouldn't 
expect you to point out, 
l ike  picking up your 
favorite bottle of  wine on 
their way home or making 
quinoa instead of  their 
preferred rice because 
you're cutting back on 
refined carbs

Saying thank you can 
go a very long way, and it's 
a reciprocal effect to 
Partner up when life gets 
crazy

“ W h e n  w e ' r e 
overwhelmed, we often 
bring so litt le to our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , ”  s a y s 
Sussman. But I will tell 
you that in such situation 
do something crazy and 
go see new movie with 
your partner on Sunday so 
you can get some work 
done, or you hardly even 
kiss them before bed 
b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  s o 
exhausted.

“The right equation is 
to be your best and most 
loving self  at home, so the 
strength of  your bond 
gives you strength to 
handle everything else.” 

When you know work 
is about to heat up, tell 
him or her “I'm about to 
go through a really busy 
time, and I'm nervous I 
won't be able to put the 
e n e r g y  i n t o  o u r 
relationship that we both 
expect. What else can I do 
to help us this month?” 
The solution may be to cut 

noise. My husband is very 
forceful about his “right” 
to choose where we live. 
He has insisted that the 
next move is also his 
choice and has already 
purchased the land. He 
claims he has provided for 
others all these years, and 
now it's his turn to get 
what he wants.

I raised the children, I 
still have a job and I 
contribute to every aspect 
of  home life. Although I 
love him with all my heart, 
I wonder if  I'd be better off  
throwing in the towel. He 
r e f u s e s  t o  g o  t o 
counseling, but I have 
gone, to help with my 
anxiety. After three years 
in this new home, I don't 
see any sign he will change 
his ways. I have tried 
talking to him about 
c h o o s i n g  s o m e t h i n g 
different together and 
moving, but he won't do it. 
Help! From Adaeze

Dear Adaeze, I can't 
change your husband's 
attitude and, apparently, 
neither can you. I'm glad 
you have been seeing a 
therapist, because it's time 
t o  s c h e d u l e  m o r e 
a p p o i n t m e n t s .  Yo u r 
therapist will help you to 
decide whether you can 
cont inue  l iv ing  wi th 
someone who refuses to 
r e c o g n i z e  y o u r 
con t r ibu t ions  to  the 
marriage and who has 
s u c h  a  c o n t r o l l i n g , 
authoritarian attitude.

Dear Oma,
I recently met a man, 

and I have fallen in love 
with him. He says he feels 
the same way and tells me 
often that I treat him better 
than anybody ever has.

Unfortunately, when 
the time came to move our 
relationship to an intimate 
l e v e l ,  I  f o u n d  m y 
attraction to him was one-
sided. When I asked him 
why, he said he did not 
find me desirable because 
of  my weight. He also 
mentioned that in the past 
he had always dated 
“Barbie dolls” who did 
him wrong, so he decided 
to look for something 
different, and that's when 
he found me. I don't 
understand how you can 
love someone and not 
desire them. What are 
your thoughts? – From 
Jovita

Dear Jovita, this man 
may love your many 

depressing. As a friend, 
what's the best way to 
support her? – Bala from 
Lekki

Dear Bala, although 
those meetings may be 
“depressing,” they can 
also be enlightening if  
someone is open to it. 
Point out to your friend 
that even more depressing 
would be losing a child to 
addiction and knowing 
that she was the enabler. 
Then volunteer to attend 
meetings with your friend 
until she gains the strength 
to act responsibly.

A relationship is like 
a garden: 

Even when it's doing 
well, weeds can grow and 
overtake it."

Which is why the 
uptick in “happy couples 
counseling” seeing an 
expert  before the long
thought of  Splitting ever 
c o m e s  u p  d e s e r v e s 
applause. The proactive 
approach, which is a 
prerequisite for marriage 
within the Catholic faith, 
will help you smooth over 
e ve n  t h e  t i n i e s t  ( o r 
grandest) of  issues—and 
simply amplify the love 
you feel for each other on 
a daily basis.

So without further 
ado, here are the top 
pieces of  my own advice, 

Shush up and listen.

You think you listen 
t o  yo u r  o t h e r  h a l f , 
but...do you?

Listening is a verb, not 
just a passive "you're 
ta lking and I 'm not" 
p r o c e s s .  I t  r e q u i r e s 
s i l e n c i n g  y o u r  o w n 
thoughts and feelings so 
you can truly tune in to 
someone else's.

"Everyone wants to 
feel heard, but a lot of  
couples don't feel heard as 
time goes on, and that 
creates a lot of  problems," 
says Rachel Sussman, a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
psychotherapist in NYC. 
"Of  course, it's important 
to express yourself, but 
you first have to step back 
and listen." now? Do you 
feel understood?" If  they 
say no, ask them to please 
help you get a better grasp 
on what they're saying.

And remember this: 
Even if  you don't agree 
with your partner, you 
want to validate their 
feelings. You are a totally 
different person with 

b a c k  o n  s o c i a l 
e n g a g e m e n t s  o r  t o 
s c h e d u l e  b r e a k f a s t s 
t o g e t h e r  i n s t e a d  o f  
dinners you know you'll 
end up missing.

“Always ask yourself  
if  you're putting as much 
into your relationship as 
you are into your career, 
e x e r c i s e  g o a l s , 
friendships,” 

Prioritize intimacy.
I'm not talking about 

sex here, though that is 
incredibly important in a 
relationship, too. I mean 
the kind of  intimacy that 
comes f rom physical 
t o u c h ,  g e n u i n e  e y e 
contact, mutual smiling, 
etc. All the tiny moments 
that make your heart 
swell.

These are the things 
that remind your partner 
that you're in this together, 
that you choose them and 
are happy you did.

Touch them when 
they're making coffee (a 
quick hug around the 
waist does the trick...just 
be careful not to make 
them spill), look at them 
in the eyes when they tell 
you about their day, take 
showers together, sleep 
naked,  snuggle. . .you 
know, the PG stuff  that 
makes the day-to-day that 
much more special.

Take time to see 
them.

The security of  a 
long-term relationship 
(and marriage, obviously) 
is freaking fabulous. But a 
common price for that is 
how “used  to”  your 
partner you become. 

A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e , 
people (yourself  included) 
evolve as time goes on, 
and when you're with 
someone for the long haul, 
it's on you to recognize 
how. So whenever you can 
on your next date night, 
while they're making the 
coffee, after they get back 
from a run take a second 
to stop and really see your 
partner with fresh eyes.

Think of  three kind or 
impressive things they did 
recently, and feel the feels 
for them. Then instead of  
“I love you,” try saying, “I 
see you.” Their reaction 
could be pretty stunning.

See you in my next 
edition and remember to 
send in your comment and 
feedback to 08102579656.
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Shock and fear after attack
 in Israeli city
S

hlomo Alperin had 
planned to study in reli-
gious school Wednesday 
but instead was attending 

a funeral, still in shock after wit-
nessing the most violent attack in 
years in greater Tel Aviv.

“I want to go to the funerals. 
I feel a need for the closeness,” 
Alperin said, after five people 
were gunned down on Tuesday 
on the streets of  Beni Brak.

From his flat, the 23-year-old 
ultra-Orthodox man had heard 
bursts of  gunfire, before seeing 
his neighbour’s body crumpled in 
a car, and two men dead at a cafe 
often frequented by Ukrainian 
construction workers.

Hours later grief-stricken 
Michaela Ursulan, 25, was still 
in her pyjamas on Wednesday as 
she mourned her friend, one of  
two Ukrainian victims. 

“Every day we talked,” Ursu-
lan recalled, looking at pictures 
of  her friend on a recent fishing 
trip, as a candle flickered in her 
kitchen.

Ursulan said she and her friend 
both moved to Israel for work 
from Chernivtsi, in western 
Ukraine, and had bonded while 
living far from home.

“We don’t have our parents 
here, everyone’s overseas,” she 
said.

Police said a Palestinian gun-

man armed with an M-16 shot 
dead two Ukrainian nationals as 
well as two ultra-Orthodox Jew-
ish men and an Arab Christian 
police officer from northern Isra-
el late Tuesday. 

The two Ukrainians have not 
been named, but they were man-
ual labourers, said witness Lior 
Rahimi, pointing to a corner 
shop and cafe.

They “used to sit here for hours 
each day after work”, said the 
38-year-old, describing them as 
friendly and helpful men.

Police identified the perpetrator 
as Diaa Armashah, 27, a Pales-
tinian from the West Bank village 
of  Yabad. He was shot dead by 
police on the scene.

The slain Israelis, Yaakov Sha-
lom, 36, and Avishai Yehezkel, 
29, both ultra-Orthodox residents 
of  Bnei Brak, were buried on 
Wednesday. The funeral for Amir 
Khoury, 32, an Arab Christian 
policeman from Nof  Hagalil, was 
scheduled for Thursday.  

 “It’s painful. It’s your neigh-
bours,” said Alperin. “My neigh-
bour lost his life for nothing.”

-’Real fear’-
The Bnei Brak shooting ram-

page was the third fatal attack in 
the Jewish state in the past week.

On Sunday, two Arab citizens 
of  Israel shot dead two police of-
ficers in the northern city of  Ha-

Israeli mourners attending the funeral of Avishai Yehezkel, one of �ve people killed in a shooting attack in the ultra-
religious city of Bnei Brak.

Putin demands Mariupol 
surrender to end shelling

R
ussian President Vladimir 
Putin has said that shelling 
of  the besieged Ukrainian 

city of  Mariupol will only end when 
Ukrainian troops surrender.

Mr Putin made the comments 
during an hour long phone call with 
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Tuesday night, the Kremlin 
said in a statement.

 © MaxarBut French officials said 
the Russian leader had agreed to 
consider plans to evacuate civilians 
from the city.

It comes as new satellite photos 
showed the destruction caused by 
the shelling. The images, released 
by the Earth observation company 
Maxar, showed that residential are-
as have been reduced to rubble and 
highlighted Russian artillery can-
nons in firing positions on the out-
skirts of  the city.

Officials from France’s Elyseé pal-
ace called the situation in the city 
“catastrophic” and added that “ci-
vilian populations must be protected 
and must leave the city if  they wish 
to. They must have access to food 
aid, water and the medicines they 
need”. “This very degraded human-
itarian situation is linked to the siege 
of  the city by the Russian armed 
forces,” the statement said.

France, along with Turkey, Greece 
and several humanitarian groups, 
have presented Mr Putin with a plan 
to evacuate the city.

Officials said that Mr Putin told 
Mr Macron that he will “think 

about” the proposal.
But in its readout of  the call, the 

Kremlin appeared to suggest that 
Mr Putin has provided no such as-
surances.

Russian officials said Mr Putin 
told the French leader that “in order 
to resolve the difficult humanitarian 
situation in this city, Ukrainian na-
tionalist militants must stop resisting 
and lay down their arms”.

The statement added that Mr Pu-
tin had given Mr Macron “detailed 
information about measures taken 
by the Russian military to provide 
emergency humanitarian assis-
tance and ensure the safe evacua-
tion” of  civilians from the besieged 
south-eastern city.

Ukraine has accused Russia of  
forcibly relocating thousands of  peo-
ple from Mariupol to Russian-held 
territory.

The call followed claims by the 
mayor of  Mariupol that thousands 
of  people have been killed during 
the Russian bombardment of  the 
port city.

Vadym Boychenko, who has been 
evacuated from the city, told the 
Reuters news agency that almost 
5,000 people, including around 210 
children, have been killed since Rus-
sian shelling began.

Matilda Bogner, the head of  
the UN human rights mission in 
Ukraine, told Reuters that she be-
lieves “there could be thousands of  
deaths, civilian casualties, in Mari-
upol”. 

Ukrainians in US mobilize to help 
100,000 expected refugees

A
s the United States prepares 
to accept up to 100,000 
Ukrainian refugees follow-

ing Russia’s invasion of  their coun-
try, existing communities in cities 
like Sacramento and Seattle are 
already mobilizing to provide food, 
shelter and support to those fleeing 
the war.

It has been sending teams of  peo-
ple to Poland to help refugees and 
is preparing its members to house 
refugees arriving in California 

The federal government hasn’t 
said when the formal resettlement 
process will begin, but Ukrainian 
groups in the U.S. are already pro-
viding support to people entering 
the country through other channels, 
including on visas that will eventu-
ally expire or by flying to Mexico 
and crossing over the border.

Datsenko is one of  roughly 
18,000 Ukrainians living in the Sac-
ramento region. California’s capital 
region preparing for the possibility 
of  many more Ukrainians arriving 
after U.S. President Joe Biden an-
nounced the nation will accept up 
to 100,000 refugees from the coun-
try.   

“No refugee is waiting for you 
to be ready for them,” said Edu-
ard Kislyanka, senior pastor at the 
House of  Bread church near Sac-
ramento, which has been sending 
teams of  people to Poland and 

preparing dozens of  its member 
families to house people arriving in 
California.

Since the war began in late Feb-
ruary over 4 million people are es-
timated to have fled Ukraine and 
millions more have been displaced 
within the country. President Joe 
Biden said last week that the U.S. 
would admit up to 100,000 Ukrain-
ian refugees and provide $1 billion 
in humanitarian assistance to coun-
tries affected by the exodus.

The federal government has yet 
to provide a timeline for refugee re-
settlement - often a lengthy process 
- or details on where refugees will 
be resettled. It’s unlikely the United 
States will see a massive influx of  
Ukrainians on charter and military 

flights like happened with Afghan 
refugees last year.

Krish O’Mara Vignarajah, presi-
dent of  Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, said the White 
House commitment of  accepting 
up to 100,000 Ukrainians does not 
come with a minimum. Aside from 
the refugee resettlement program, 
their main avenues will be seeking 
humanitarian parole and appearing 
at the border with Mexico, she said.

Roughly 18,000 Ukrainians live 
in the Sacramento region and the 
area is preparing for the possibility 
of  many more Ukrainians arriving 
after U.S. President Joe Biden an-
nounced the nation will accept up 
to 100,000 refugees from the coun-
try.

dera, in an assault claimed by the 
Islamic State (IS) group. 

Days before, an Arab Bedouin 
citizen of  Israel who had previ-
ously tried to join IS killed four 
people by stabbing and ramming 
his vehicle in the southern city of  
Beersheba.

“There is real fear!” said Neta 
Levi, 37, an artist. 

“I’m going to avoid places 
where there are a lot of  people,” 
she told AFP in Ramat Gan, a 
city next to Bnei Brak, saying she 

had not told her young sons “so 
they don’t get scared”.

Roni Maili, 65, saw the attacker 
on security camera footage as he 
stalked the office stairwell.   

“Between him and me there 
was a door, “ he said. 

“I usually leave the door open,” 
he said. “I don’t know why I had 
shut the door.”

“I don’t know how I’m alive,” 

he added saying he hadn’t been 
able to sleep, as the shocking in-
cident kept replaying in his mind.

Ursulan, who moved to Israel 
from Ukraine after Russia seized 
Crimea in 2014, said she had 
been left completely disoriented. 

“In Ukraine there’s a big prob-
lem. But there’s also problems 
here ... and I don’t know where to 
go,” she said.  

Members of the Ukrainian community and others gathered at the state Capitol to 
protest the Russian invasion of Ukraine at a rally n Sacramento, Calif., Thursday, Feb. 
24, 2022.

Foreign News  
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Ndidi will be out this season, 
it's a shame for us, but he will 
get ready for next season.

'It's unfortunate. He has 
been a brilliant player to me 
during my time here. He 
suffered a nasty injury that 
required surgery and he will 
now recover until June.”

It comes as a setback in 
Leicester's ambitions to 
become the first winners of  
the Europa Conference 
League, while Dutch PSV 
Eindhoven awaits them in 
the quarter-finals.

W i n n i n g  t h a t 
competition would return 
the Foxes to the Europa 
League for next season, as 

Rodgers will however 
take consolation in the fact 
that defenders Jonny Evans 
and Wesley Fofana are 
nearing their  return to 
action.

Speak ing  ahead  o f  

comes off  the bench, we'll 
see.

“It's great to have him 
back, we'll have to build him 
up. Wesley Fofana will also 
be involved again. We are 
starting to get players back.

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmidfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi will miss the 

rest of  the season it has been 
confirmed.

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international midfielder 
underwent surgery after he 
fell off  during Leicester's 
UEFA Europa Conference 
League last-16 draw with 
Rennes on March 17.

Club Manager Brendan 
Rodgers has confirmed that 
Ndidi will be out of  action 
t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  w i l l 
rehabilitate with a view to 
returning before the start of  
the season.

Rodgers said: 'Wilfred 

enegal  s tar,  Sadio 

SMane, has admitted he 
was luckier than his 

L i v e r p o o l  t e a m m a t e 
Mohamed Salah in World 
Cup Qualifiers.

arcelona captain, BSergi Busquets, has 
revealed that they 

were yet to fill the vacuum 
created by the absence of  
PSG star, Leo Messi.

Messi was forced to leave 
the club last summer when 
the Blaugrana couldn't afford 
to sign him to a new deal, 
despite him doing all he could 
to reduce his salary, leaving 
him to join Paris Saint-
Germain. Things haven't 
gone to plan in Paris.

“Of  course I miss him. 
On the field and off  it,” 
Busquets said to RAC1. 
“What he gave us… What he 
did, no one else did. He made 
a huge difference. After so 
many years, it's normal to 
miss him. I'm sure he will 
miss me too.

“At first it was difficult. It 
was a shock for us too. We are 

still here, but imagine it for 
him. Changing city, changing 
team, changing style…

“When you don't win, 
you're not happy. I wish him 
the best. I would like Leo to 
come back, but I know it's 
very difficult. He has a 
contract, how he left…

“If  Xavi [Hernandez] 
told him that the doors are 
open, imagine me as his 
friend and teammate. I would 
give him the armband. He 
always has my admiration 
and respect.”

Mane's Senegal and 
Salah's Egypt renewed their 
rivalry in the second left of  
their World Cup Qualifying 
play-off  this week, with 
Senegal prevail ing over 

penalties.
The same outcome took 

place earlier this season at the 
African Cup of  Nations.

“I won twice and he lost 
twice, I was luckier to come 
out on top,” Mane told 
ONTime Sports, as reported 
by KingFut.

“I am very proud that we 
won the Africa Cup of  
Nations and now qualified 
for the World Cup, it's a 
dream I had.

“I  be l ieve  i t  was  a 
difficult game for both teams. 
Our fans pushed us to win 
and we didn't stop fighting.

“We knew the game 
wouldn't be easy, but we 
pressed to score.”

ormer captain, coach, Fa n d  G e n e r a l 
M a n a g e r  o f  t h e 

'Flying Antelopes', Rangers 
International F.C, Chief  
Christian Chukwu MFR., 
has sounded it loud that the 
current head of  the technical 
team of  the club, Coach 
Abdul Maikaba, has what it 
takes to lead the team back to 
the continent at the end of  
t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  N P F L 
season.

In an exclusive chat, the 
former Harambee Stars of  
Kenya and Super Eagles of  
Nigeria gaffer said that with 
the brand of  football put on 
display by the boys of  the 
Enugu side in the first round 
of  the season goes a long way 
t o  s h ow  t h a t  R a n ge r s 
remains the club to beat as all 
their matches have been 
away from home.

“I am very proud of  
Ranger's performance in the 
first round of  the season 
knowing fully that they have 
b e e n  p l ay i n g  a l l  t h e i r 
matches away from their 
Nnamdi Azikiwe stadium, 

home. I praise the coach, 
Maikaba, he is doing very 
good work with the team. I 
believe that as the second 
round beckons, he should 
look around and get more 
quality legs to shore up the 
area where we are lacking. I 
see him getting the first or 
second position at the end of  
the season,” stated the 
legend of  the game.

The septuagenarian 
further said, “With the 
movement from Nnewi to 
Awka as a temporal home 
for the moment, I don't see us 
complaining of  the bad pitch 

as was the case in Nnewi 
where vital points were 
dropped. With the result 
from our first game in Awka, 
people should be prepared to 
see a different Rangers team 
in this second round with the 
brand of  football that will be 
on display. Coach Maikaba 
has the quality to take us to 
the continent at the end of  

i ann i  In fan t ino 

Ga n n o u n c e d  o n 
Thursday he will 

stand for re-election for a 
third term as president of  
FIFA.

“I want to tell you that I 
will be standing for re-
election next year,” Infantino 
said at the congress of  world 
football's governing body in 
Doha.

Infantino, a 52-year-old 
Swiss-Italian lawyer, was the 
secretary-general of  the 
European governing body 
UEFA before becoming 
FIFA president in 2016 in the 
wake of  the corruption 

scandal that brought down 
predecessor Sepp Blatter.

He then won a second 
t e r m  w h e n  h e  s t o o d 
unopposed for re-election at 
a congress in Paris in 2019.

His mandate then was 
for four years and the next 
congress will take place 
“sometime at the beginning 
of  next year”, Infantino said.

Delegates from across 
the football world were 
gathered in Doha ahead of  
today's draw for the World 
Cup, which Qatar is hosting 
in November and December 
of  this year.

the season.”
Rangers will commence 

the second round of  the 
season with a road trip to 
Makurdi to engage Lobi 
Stars F.C which fell 5-3 in the 
last match of  the first round 
on Sunday, April 3, 2022, 
inside the main bowl of  Aper 
Aku Stadium, Makurdi.

they are currently only 10th 
in the Premier League table.

The 25-year-old Ndidi 
made 31 appearances in all 
competitions for Leicester 
this season, scoring twice.

He was always present 
for Nigeria in the Africa Cup 
of  Nations in January, but 
they left for Tunisia in the 
last 16 leg.

T h e  k n e e  i n j u r y 
p r eve n t e d  N d i d i  f r o m 
playing for Nigeria in last 
week's World Cup play-off  
match against Ghana.

They lost on away goals 
after a 1-1 draw in their home 
game and so will not play in 
Qatar later this year.

S a t u r d a y ' s  v i s i t  t o 
Manchester United, Rodgers 
said: “The players are now 
starting to come back, which 
is great. Jonny Evans will be 
available whether he plays 
the whole game, starts or 

Ndidi to miss rest of the season as Rodgers laments

W/C Q: I was just luckier than Salah
– Mane confesses

We're still missing Messi
– Busquets

NPFL: Maikaba can take Rangers to the continent
says Chukwu 

Infantino announces third
term reelection bid as FIFA
president

Salah, ManeSalah, ManeSalah, Mane

NdidiNdidiNdidi

MaikabaMaikabaMaikabaBusquetsBusquetsBusquets
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The fresh news people

SPORTS

England
13:30 Liverpool - Watford – 1 & ov 2.5
16:00 Burnley - Manchester City-- 2
16:00 Chelsea - Brentford – 1

La Liga
16:15 Levante - Villarreal – X2
18:30 Celta Vigo - Real Madrid – X2
21:00 Atl. Madrid – Alaves—1

Serie A
18:00 Lazio - Sassuolo -- 1
20:45 Salernitana – Torino—1X

Bundesliga
15:30 Eintracht Frankfurt - Greuther 
Furth—1 or GG
15:30 Freiburg - Bayern Munich—2 or 
GG

Others

16:30 Groningen – Ajax-- 2

18:45 Twente - PSV -- 2

21:00 Feyenoord - Willem II-- 1

14:00 Qarabag - Sabail 1

iverpool forward, LMohamed Salah, has 
hinted he could retire 

from Egypt duty after their 
failure to qualify for the 
World Cup.

The Pharaohs missed 
out on qualification after 
lo s ing  on  pena l t i e s  to 
Senegal in a play-off  on 
Tuesday.

h e  N i g e r i a n TFootball Federation, 
NFF, has confirmed 

the resignation of  Super 
Eagles Technical Adviser, 

iverpool attacker, LL u i s  D i a z ,  i s 
r e g r e t t i n g 

Colombia's inability to 
qualify for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup.

H e  w a s  h o w e v e r 
optimistic that Colombia 
would bounce back from 
their World Cup qualifying 
failure.

Diaz's side won't be at 
the World Cup later this year 
after his Colombia side failed 
to qualify for the showpiece 
event from their qualifying 

group. That's despite a 1-0 
win over Venezuela in their 
last qualifying match.

And speaking on the 
disappointment, Diaz wrote 
on Twitter: “Since I was little 
I dreamed of  wearing this 
shirt and wearing it with 
pride in a World Cup. It hurts 
too  much  no t  to  have 
achieved it.

“I keep wanting to fight 
for this dream, on my part 
y o u  w i l l  h a v e  m y 
commitment and know that 
I will leave everything to 
achieve that goal. We will 
have revenge.”

Augustine Eguavoen.
NFF said Equaveon 

stepped down following the 
failure of  the Super Eagles 
to qualify for the 2022 FIFA 

World Cup.
Mohammed Sanusi, 

NFF General Secretary, 
disclosed this in a statement 
he signed and issued on 
Thursday.

Sanusi also disclosed 

t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n 
withdrew the two-and-a-
half  year contract offered to 
the coaches and terminated 
the appointment of  the 
entire technical crew of  the 
team with immediate effect.

He disclosed that a new 
crew will be announced 
after a proper review to lead 
t h e  n e w  c h a r g e  o f  
reinvigorating the Super 
Eag le s  to  f ace  fu tu re 
challenges appropriately.

“We thank the coaches 
and team officials for their 
service to the nation and 
wish them success in their 
future endeavours,” he said.

ussian tennis aces will Rhave to sign forms 
d e n y i n g  t h e i r 

allegiance to Vladimir Putin if  
t h e y  w a n t  t o  p l a y  a t 
Wimbledon this summer.

Sport Minister Nigel 
H u d d l e s t o n  d i s c u s s e d 
restrictions for Russian and 
Belarusian athletes last week 
d u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h 
national governing bodies. 
Individual athletes from 
either of  the two countries 
who intend to appear at SW19 
under a “neutral” banner 
must provide assurances they 
do not receive cash from those 
outcasted nations.

Anyone wishing to play 
at Wimbledon must also 
c o n f i r m  t h e y  w i l l  n o t 

announce their support of  
Russia's invasion of  Ukraine, 
which began earlier this 
month. They will also be 
prohibited from wearing their 
nation's colours or competing 
under a flag.

Huddleston said: “I had a 
good meeting with various 
governing bodies about what 
we are doing in terms of  
sanc t ions  and  bans  fo r 
i n d iv i d u a l  a t h l e t e s .  I f  
Russians or Belarusians wish 
to participate in a UK sport 
t h e n  t h e y  h a v e  t o  b e 
independent and neutral and 
genuinely so.

“We wish to get the 
assurance of  that in a written 
declaration that they are not 
receiving money from Putin, 

Russia or Belarus. We wish to 
get assurances they will not be 
making supportive comments 
of  Putin, Russia or Belarus.

“And we are requesting 
g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  o r 
individual events seek that 
assurance in advance if  they 
are going to allow neutrals to 
play. If  people are saying they 
are neutral athletes we want 
the assurance that they are 
g e n u i n e l y  n e u t r a l  a n d 
therefore there isn't any 
connection with Putin.

“I f  some indiv idual 
sports or entities choose to do 
an outright ban of  Russian or 
Belarusian athletes then we 
will support that as well. If  
they wish to go down the 
n e u t r a l  r o u t e ,  w e  a r e 
requesting that they get that 
assurance.”

explained.
“I played for some time 

with the previous generation, 
with Wael  Gomaa and 
Mohamed Abu Trika, then 
Abdullah Al-Saeed and his 
generation, but I'm happy 
with the current generation.

“I am proud to play with 
you and it was an honour for 
me, and what happened 

S p e a k i n g  t o  h i s 
teammates in the changing 
room after the game, Salah 
appeared to suggest he had 
played his last game with 
Egypt.

“I told the players before 
the second match that I am 
proud to play with them and 
they are among the best I 
have  p layed  wi th ,”  he 

cannot be interfered with by 
anyone because for the 
second time it is a penalty 
shootout (after the AFCON 
final).

“There is not much I can 
say but it has been an honour 
to play with you, whether I 
will be in the national team 
after that or not.”
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Salah hints at Egypt retirement after World Cup failure

NFF confirms Eguavoen, entire Super Eagles
Techical crew's sack

Wimbledon: Russian players to sign
anti Putin form

Missing World Cup hurts too much
– Luis Diaz

SalahSalahSalah

YoboYoboYobo

DiazDiazDiaz
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