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 News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Government has 
lauded President Mu-

hammadu Buhari for the 
appointment of  Senator 
Marjorie Chuba-Okadigbo 
as the chairman of  the Ni-
gerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) Lim-
ited and congratulated lead-
ing veteran singer Onyeka 
Onyenu on the attainment 
of  70 years of  age, as well 
as the new chairman of  the 
Anambra State chairman of  
the Nigeria Union of  Jour-
nalists (NUJ), Dr. Emeka 
Odogwu, on his election.

A statement in Awka by 
the Commissioner for In-

Anambra lauds Buhari over 
Okadigbo’s appointment

formation and Public En-
lightenment, C. Don Adi-
nuba, stated that President 
Buhari “deserves kudos 
for choosing Senator Chu-
ba-Okadigbo as the person 
to set the agenda for the 
transformation of  Nigeria’s 
most critical enterprise to a 
purely commercially driven 
organization.

“Mrs. Chuba-Okadig-
bo, who has been stand-
ing at the Nigerian Bar for 
decades, is prepared by 
education and experience 
for her new role. “She is a 
solid professional, urbane, 
well-travelled and repre-
sented Anambra North ef-
fectively in the Senate”.

Adinuba also explained 
that “Senator Chuba-Oka-

digbo’s appointment is the 
icing on the cake of  An-
ambra’s new status as an 
oil-producing state, a status 
made possible by Presi-
dent buhari’s approval last 
September of  an objective 
recommendation from the 
Revenue Mobilization Allo-
cation and Fiscal Commis-
sion (RMAFC) which rec-
ognized 11 oil wells in the 
state while suggesting that 
proceeds from three oth-
ers be shared equally with 
neighbouring Kogi State 
until the delineation of  their 
boundary.

Also commending, Ms 
Onwenu for “faithfully ex-
hibiting the prominent An-
ambra blood in her in all 
her endeavours and thus 

enabled her to achieve tre-
mendous success in music, 
broadcasting, journalism, 
acting, business manage-
ment and public service. 
“Though her father hailed 
from Arondizuogu, a town 
in Imo State which shares 
boundary with Anambra 

2023 Guber: Enugu indigenes 
abroad kick against zoning
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
Enugu State indi-

genes living abroad have re-
jected the perceived existing 
zoning arrangement in pro-
ducing governor, saying it is 
undemocratic and negates 
principle of  meritocracy. 

To this end, they have 
called on the electorate to 
rise up and join hands with 
them and all true democrats 
to say no to anointed candi-
date, imposition of  candi-
date by  purported kingmak-
ers or incumbent. 

Nze Arinze Onuo ra, 
Chairman, Enugu People 
in Diaspora,  who spoke to 
newsmen yesterday  in Enu-
gu, said  time has come to 
change the narrative of  im-
position.

According to him, “Enu-
gu people in diaspora are 
interested in ensuring that 
the right person is elected as 
the governor of  the state in 
2023”.

He further said “Some of  
us abroad are very sad with 
the situation of  the state. 
When you get abroad, you 
will see an organized coun-
try, but coming home you 
will see a different thing”.

Reacting to a series of  
statements recently credited 
to two Ex- Governors of   the 
State, Chief  Jim Nwobo-
do and Senator Chimaroke 
Nnamani who said  that it is 
the prerogative of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to choose 
or anoint his successor, he 
described such statements 
coming from the elite as 

quite regrettable.
“In abroad there’s nothing 

like zoning, things are done 
on competency and merit. 
That’s the benchmark of  
everything”. Onuora stated. 
He posited, “What we are fo -
cusing now is to get someone 
competent enough to govern 
Enugu state, not zoning. It 
could be my brother, but I 
can’t support him because he 
is not competent”

“You see, that’s where we 
are getting it wrong. It is not 
the prerogative of  the incum-
bent Governor to anoint or 

Gregory University, UCCIMA sign 
MoU for programs in OPS
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
regory Universi-
ty, Uturu, (GUU ) 
has  signed  a Mem-

orandum of  Understand-

ing (MoU)  with Umuahia 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agricul-
ture, UCCIMA for the run-
ning of  programs in Organ-
ised Private Sector (OPS).

  The MoU which was 
signed this week between 
the two bodies, has been ap-
plauded by some industry 
stakeholders in Abia State.

Speaking shortly after 
signing the MoU, the Vice 
Vice Chancellor of  Gregory 
University ,Uturu,  Prof  Au-
gustine Uwakwe pointed out 
that the school would  utilize 
the potentials in UCCIMA 
through the collaboration to 
boost entrepreneurial and 
soft skills development in the 
state.

According to Prof  Uwak-
we,”I feel elated and I am 
happy to have this level of  
collaboration and cooper-
ation with the Umuahia 
Chamber of  Commerce. It is 
a worthwhile in the interest 
of  both Abians and Gregory 
University at large”.

In his speech, the UCCI-
MA President, Chief  Chidi 
Nkem-Aruoma said the sign-

choose his successor. The 
masses should decide who 
govern them”.

“Chimaroke and Nwobo-
do are elites. We see them 
abroad and they know the 
best practices in politics, but 
at home we see the opposite. 
It is worrisome”.

“It is the collective respon-
sibility of  entire Enugu peo-
ple to change the narrative. 
We need to help our people 
to understand the best prac-
tices; not situation where a 
sitting governor handpicks 
whoever he wants”. “Enugu 

has not gotten the best it de-
serves as a state” he added.

He said the group wants 
partnership across the state 
to ensure massive grassroots 
sensitization of  the people 
in order to reject and resist 
any anointed candidate in 
the 2023 gubernatorial elec-
tion. He said some of  them 
abroad are interested in 
coming back home to invest, 
create more jobs and devel-
op the state, but can’t do so 
because of  unfriendly envi-
ronment.

Ugwuanyi donates vehicles to NDLEA 
to fight drug abuse/trafficking 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
o fight against drug 
abuse and traffick-
ing of  illegal sub-

stances, the Enugu State 
Governor, Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi on Wednesday, 
handed over four vehicles 
to the State Command of  
the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) to aid its oper-
ations in the state.

Presenting the vehicles 
to the State Command-
er of  NDLEA, Anietie 
Idim Bassey, Governor 
Ugwuanyi represented by 
the Secretary to the State 
Government (SSG), Prof. 
Simon Uchenna Ortu-
anya, said that the state 
government is determined 
more than ever before to 
ensure that the state in 
particular and the socie-

ty in general get rid of  all 
forms of  drug abuse and 
trafficking.

The governor recount-
ed the harms drug abuse 
causes young people who 
indulge in it, as well as the 
risk such illicit act poses 
to the future generations, 
stressing that the state 
government will remain 
committed to the noble 
course of  eliminating the 
cankerworm in the socie-
ty.  

Ugwuanyi added that it 
was in keeping with the 
realization of  the man-
date that he appointed a 
Special Assistant (SA) on 
Drugs and Narcotics, for 
the first time in the history 
of  the state, in the person 
of  Hon. Chidi Egbuogu. 

Pointing out that the 
collaboration between 
the state government and 
NDLEA is yielding posi-

State, her mother came 
from Obosi in Anambra 
State.

The state government 
also lauded the new NUJ 
leadership in the state for 
being a breath of  fresh air. 
“This is the first time a doc-
toral degree holder”, noted 

Adinuba, “has been elected 
to run the NUJ in the state 
since its creation in August, 
1991, “the new administra-
tion needs technocrats like 
Dr. Odogwu in various are-
as of  the state who will help 
him drive the rapid progress 
of  the state.”

tive results, the governor 
stressed that “these vehi-
cles represent the deter-
mination of  this admin-
istration in this direction, 
and I can assure you that 
we are prepared to do 
more”. 

Receiving the vehicles, 
NDLEA State Com-
mander, Bassey, com-
mended Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for the donation, stating 
that the vehicles, which 
are unbranded, would aid 
their operations as “we 
can now go out without 
people really knowing 
where we go”.  According 
to him, “I want to appre-
ciate His Excellency for 
providing these vehicles 
and other interventions. 
These vehicles are in 
good conditions and they 
will enable us to be very 
flexible in our operations.

Okada man shoots, kills
colleague in Aba over food
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

O
ne Mr. Chinenye 
from Amaiyi, Ower-
ri-Aba, in Ugwunag-

bo Local Government Area 
(LGA) of  Abia State has 
shot and killed one Mr. Obe-
reagu, a resident of  the area.

News Echo gathered that 
Chinenye who is of  Ow-
erri-Aba had some disa-
greement with Obereagu, 
and one  person of  Item, in 
Bende Local Government 
Area of  same Abia State over 
who should be served first by 
a food vendor.

The incident which sent 
fear into residents, happened 
at Uzomkpa Street, in Amai-
yi, Owerri-Aba, Ugwunagbo 
LGA at a local eatery owned 
by a popular Akwa-Ibom 
woman popular known as 
Nwayi-Mmogho.

News Echo gathered from 
sources that Obereagu and 
some of  his colleagues came 
to eat, while they were sit-

ting, Chinenye entered and 
demanded he should be 
served food before any other 
person.

Obereagu, who already 
sat with other cyclists before 
Chinenye came in, told him 
that they were there before 
him and there is no way he 
will be served before them 
that have been waiting.

According to a source, 
their argument was corrob-
orated by the food vendor 
(Nwayi-Mmogho) who went 
ahead to be dishing food to 
the other group who came 
before Chinenye.

The source said that while 
Nwayi-Mmogho was doing 
that, Chinenye started shout-
ing that if  the woman dares 
to serve food to them, he will 
scatter everywhere. 

“At the process, they began 
to fight. The other cyclists 
joined to beat up Chinenye. 
He was beaten black and blue 
and went home humiliated 
and angry. 

ing of  the MoU with GUU 
was part of  the Chamber’s 
efforts to build bridges and 
link all major stakeholders in 
trade and investment togeth-
er. He expressed optimism 
that the members of  the Or-
ganized Private Sector would 
seize the opportunity offered 
by the collaboration to dust 
up their curriculum vitae.

He disclosed that UCCI-
MA had earlier signed similar 
MoU with some universities 
in Ukraine, Turkey, Russia 
and Bangladesh including 
the prestigious V.N Karazin 
National University, Ukraine 
and Karazin Business School, 
Ukraine.

Aruoma also explained 
that the vision of  UCCIMA  
was to expand working rela-
tionship with other corporate 
bodies and stakeholders in the 
Organized Private Sector.

“It’s my desire to build a 
long lasting solid educational, 
trade and investment bridg-
es. If  our businesses grow, 
the economy will grow and 
more employment opportuni-
ties would be opened for our 
youth”, Aruoma said.



News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Vincent 

Okpala, has said that over 
five million people resid-
ing in Anambra are at risk 
of  being infected with Ne-
glected Tropical Diseases 
(NTD).

He pleaded with all com-
munity members/LGAs 
to assist in identifying fast 
flowing rivers and streams 
for blackfly control. He en-
couraged residents to sleep 
inside LLIN (mosquito bed 
net) to prevent mosquito 
vector from transmitting 
Lymphatic Filariasis and 
malaria diseases, he ad-
vised residents, especially, 
the rural dwellers, to go 
and receive their Neglected 
Tropical Diseases  (NTD) 
drugs from their Commu-
nity Directed Distributors 
(CDDs) in their various 
communities,  or visit any 
Government Health Facil-
ities (eg – PHCs) to take 
their medicines.

Okpala, who disclosed 
this on Wednesday, at his 
office, in Awka, in a press 
briefing to mark this year’s 
2022 World NTD’s Day, 
equally advised the general 
public to report any case 
of  elephantiasis of  Limb/
Breast, Hydrocele, Dog 
Bite, Snake bite to any near-
est Health Centre across the 
state.

According to him, the 
world is currently battling 
with challenges of  global 
warming, migration and 
population explosion which 
encourage fast spreading 
of  public health diseases 
that are neglected due to 
inadequate awareness lo-
cally and internationally. 
This condition is so because 
these diseases are linked 

Over 5m Anambra residents at risk of 
Neglected Tropical Diseases  - Commissioner 

with poverty and equity of  
health that is not assured. 
Nigeria has the Africa’s big-
gest burden of  Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs) 
with about nine of  them 
already mapped and under 
intervention including: On-
chocerciasis (River Blind-
ness), Lymphatic Filaria-
sis, Schistosomiasis, Soil 
Transmitted Helminthes, 
Trachoma, Human African 
Trypanosomiasis (HAT), 
Buruli Ulcer, Leprosy. 

He also disclosed that 
Onchocerciasis is world 
second leading infectious 
cause of  blindness in 36 
countries of  Africa, Arabi-
an Penisula and the Amer-
icans.

Neglected Tropical Dis-
eases (NTDs) are prevent-
able communicable dis-
eases prevalent in areas 
with poor sanitation, inad-
equate safe water supply 
and sub-standard housing 
conditions.  WHO has clas-
sified 20 tropical diseases 
Neglected, and they really 
need attention. WHO has 5 
road maps for NTDs elim-
ination: (1) Use of  Preven-
tive Thermotherapy (PC 
– NTDs) for Mass Treat-
ment. (2) Innovative Dis-
ease Management (IDM 
– NTDs). (3) Vectors and 
Intermediate Hosts Con-
trol and Management. (4) 
Integration of  Water San-
itation and Hygiene (NTD 
- WASH) Component. (5) 
Control of  Zoonotic Dis-
eases at Human and Ani-
mal Interface, he explained.

Dr. Okpala, said that the 
Neglected Tropical Diseas-
es Program in the Public 
Health Department of  the 
State Ministry of  Health 
has the mandate to control 
and eliminate the endemic 
neglected diseases which 
are currently posing sig-
nificant health challenges 

Governor Hope Uzodimma and executive members of IPAC at Imo Government House Owerri, on Wednesday.

in various communities of  
Anambra State, where over 
five million individuals are 
at risk of  being infected 
with one or more diseases. 

He however, noted that 
the undiluted effort of  the 
Implementing Partner, The 
Carter Center during the in-
tervention period cannot be 
over emphasized. We will 
always be grateful for what 

they are doing, he praised.
He announced that the 

Anambra State NTD pro-
gramme in collaboration 
with implementing Part-
ners targets to control, elim-
inate the following endem-
ic NTDs: Onchocerciasis 
(River Blindness), Schis-
tosomiaisis (SCH), Lym-
phatic Filariasis (LF), Soil 
Transmitted Helminthiasis 

By Ikenna Orioha
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(STH), Rabies Viral Infec-
tion (NTD Zoonosis) and 
Snake Bite Envenoming 
(EchiTAB).

While commending the 
state governor, Willie Obi-
ano for his provisions in 
making NTDs program 
achieve numerous success-
es in the State, the Com-
missioner, informed that 
about four major NTDs are 

endemic in Anambra State, 
and every LGA is affected 
by one or more Diseases 
(Onchocerciasis, Lym-
phatic Filariasis, Schisto-
somiasis, Soil Transmitted 
Helminthiasis. This year’s 
2022 theme is, “Achieving 
Health Equity To End The 
Neglect Of  Poverty Related 
Diseases”

ABSU bans students from
driving cars on campus
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

D
riving of  personal 
vehicles on campus, 
by students of  Abia 

State University, Uturu has 
been banned by the man-
agement of  the institution.

Also, flagrant and inor-
dinate display of  wealth on 
campus by the students of  
the school has been banned 
by the school’s manage-
ment. 

In a release signed by 
the Registrar of  ABSU, Dr. 
Acho Elendu on Wednes-
day, the school warned that 
any disobedience to the 

directive by the students 
would attract severe conse-
quences.

The release said in part, 
“Henceforth, only staff  and 
accredited visitors would 
be allowed to drive their ve-
hicles into the campus.”

“Any student who vio-
lates this directive which 
is in the interest of  the uni-
versity community, shall 
face severe disciplinary 
action.” As a result of  the 
order, most of  posh cars 
which were  usually driven 
around the school  campus 
by young students, have 
disappeared, as monitored 
by News Echo on Thursday.

Ongoing police recruitment: Uzodimma tells
Imo youths to enlist

overnor of  Imo State, 

GHope Uzodimma, 
has told youths to 

enlist into the ongoing Nigeria 
Police Force, saying such a 
feat would help them to 
contribute to the security 
system and social economic 
advancement of  the state.

He made the call during a 
s e n s i t i z a t i o n  m e e t i n g 
organised by the Police 
Service Commission (PSC) in 
Owerri, on Wednesday. 

Uzodimma, who was 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e 
Commissioner of  Homeland 
Security and Vigilante Affairs, 
Dr. Ugorji O. Ugorji,  stressed 
that having more persons in 
the police would increase the 
state's future chances of  
leadership in the force, 
t h a n k i n g  t h e  P S C  f o r 
organising the program, 
calling on traditional and 
religious leaders to encourage 
youths especially those at the 
grassroots to enroll in the 
police force. 

"There is great need to 
take advantage of  the ongoing 
recruitment because the more 
qualified persons we get into 
this force, the better for us. We 
cannot afford to lose. Our 
youths  are  capable.  We 

created the Ministry of  
Homeland Security in order 
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  o u r 
commitment to security of  
Imo people and streamline 
both federal and state security 
agencies for optimal results", 
Uzodimma added.

Contributing, the PSC 
Commissioner representing 
South East, Mr. Onyemauche 
Nnamani, frowned at the 
nonchalant attitude of  youths 
in the geo-political zone 
toward police recruitment", 
c h a r g i n g  S o u t h  E a s t 
governments to consider 
establishing a bureau for 
career development geared at 
sensitising the youth on the 
gains of  being part of  the 
nation's military, police, 
paramilitary and civil service. 

According to Nnamani, 
"there is compelling need to 
encourage brilliant, strong 
and courageous youths to join 
t h e  p o l i c e  i f  w e  w a n t 
protection and a safe state in 
the future".

Just as the Imo State 
Commissioner of  Police, Mr. 
Hussein Rabiu, urged youths 
to change their mindset 
toward the police and see the 
force as decent and well 
in tended  as  th i s  would 

encourage more persons to 
join the police force.

W i t h  t h e  D i r e c t o r, 
Institute for Peace, Conflict 
and Development Studies, 
Enugu State University of  
Science and Technology, Prof. 
Felix Asogwa, posited that 
available statistics showed 
that South East youths are 
a l l e rg ic  to  po l ice  force 
enrollment. 

"In the last recruitment, 
out of  81,005 applicants, only 
7,652 came from the South-
East, representing less than 
ten percent, indicating that we 

h e  S e n a t o r Trepresenting Ebonyi 
South Senatorial 

district, Senator Michael 
Ama Nnachi has flagged off  
the distribution of  school 
u n i f o r m s  a n d  o t h e r 
educational materials to 
schools in Ebonyi South 
Senatorial district for the 
pur pose  o f  enhanc ing 
standard learning for pupils 
of  his constituency.

S e n .  N n a c h i  w h i l e 
presenting the educational 

materials to the pupils at 
Umunnabuike Primar y 
School,Itim Edda, said 
Education is the passport to 
the future.

The Senator who was 
represented at the flag-off  by 
Mrs. Emerald Udeakaji, 
stated that the program was 
p a r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l 
intervention initiative of  
Senator Michael Ama and 
wife, Clara Ijeoma Nnachi, 
geared towards providing 
necessary materials for 
pupils of  the Senatorial 
district to prepare them 
ahead of  future challenges.

need to get more involved as 
the consequences of  non-
i n v o l v e m e n t  c a n  b e 
disastrous", Asogwa warned.

C h a i r m a n  o f  I m o 
Traditional Rulers, HRH, Eze 
Emmanuel Okeke, who was 
represented by HRH, Eze 
Lucky Okoro, of  Eziobodo 
autonomous community, 
called for a review of  the 
police mode of  employment 
and a return to the federal 
character system to encourage 
q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  t o 
effectively enlist into the 
police force.

Ebonyi Senator distributes
school uniforms, educational
materials to pupils 
From David Eze,
Abakaliki
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Editorial

Nigeria: Moving from 
consumerism to a 
productive economy?
A

mong the many responsibilities 
of a government, when you 
isolate security of life and 

property, is the provision of an 
adequate environment for citizens to 
thrive economically. This includes 
provision of infrastructure to boost 
trade and investment, strengthening 
of fiscal policies like taxation and 
easing the various bureaucratic 
bottlenecks involved in doing business 
in the country, exploiting the natural 
resources to boost balance of payment 
receipts and so on. 

In the 1970s and 80s, Nigeria 
stood a good stead, what happened 
to our economy at the turn of the 
millennium? In a recent Mid-Term 
Ministerial Performance Review 
Retreat of the federal administration, 
a roadmap was presented for Nigeria’s 
economic recovery. Among the many 
recommendations, the need for the 
Federal Government to significantly 
boost productivity and revenues from 
its non-oil sector, with appropriate 
fiscal and macroeconomic policies 
that will enhance international 
competitiveness was particularly 
instructive, especially that “significant 
support should be directed toward 
boosting industrial manufacturing 
capacities.” 

According to data from the 
Nigerian Export Promotion Council, 
some of Nigeria’s major non-oil 
export products include cocoa beans, 
sesame seeds, cigarettes, cashew nuts, 
finished leather, soya bean meal, 
cocoa butter, among others.

In the last three years, only 
one manufacturer and exporter 
of finished goods has consistently 
remained among the top three non-oil 
exporters in Nigeria. This company, 
British American Tobacco Nigeria, 
manufactures and exports cigarettes 
from Nigeria to Liberia, Guinea, 
Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Niger Republic 
and other countries in the West 
Africa sub region. Consequently, 
this company has been chosen as a 
reference company to demonstrate the 
benefits that accrue to a country when 
it establishes manufacturing capacities 
for the export of finished goods. 

An assessment of the additional 
benefits that have accrued to Nigeria 
on account of BAT’s investments in 
a manufacturing plant in Nigeria, 

as elucidated herewith, evidently 
substantiates the position that 
the success of Nigeria’s economic 
diversification and growth is pivoted 
on integration to the production and 
export of finished goods.

Investment in manufacturing for 
the production and export of finished 
goods drives economic development 
and opens up a nation’s economy 
in several ways. Such investment is 
also a major driver of foreign direct 
investment and also engenders the 
activation of idle local capital into 
more productive use. Our reference 
company, BAT Nigeria, has fetched 
Nigeria about $185 million to date 
(including the initial investment of 
$150m in 2001) through the building 
and expansion of a state-of-the-art 
factory in Ibadan.

The job creation opportunities 
that result from the establishment of 
value-adding industries are immense. 
These occur simultaneously with the 
development of new competencies 
and capacities among citizens of the 
polity including both technical and 
managerial skills.

Governments earn revenues 
through various taxes, duties and 
levies that corporations pay into their 
coffers. But the amounts paid are in 
turn dependent on the revenues that 
accrue to the taxpaying entities. 
Companies that produce value-added 
products earn far higher revenues than 
those at the primary raw material 
stages. Such companies are able to 
earn a premium for their expertise 
along with earnings that accrue from 
processing operations. Therefore, a 
country’s earnings from taxes and 
levies are bolstered by the level of 
industrialization and the volume of 
value-added products it produces 
and, very importantly, exports. Our 
reference company demonstrates 
this as Nigeria has earned over $900 
million in direct and indirect taxes 
from BATN since the company began 
manufacturing and exporting finished 
goods from Nigeria. 

We think that industrialized 
economies are also able to compete 
better in international trade. A 
country like Nigeria in dire need of 
foreign exchange earnings will only 
achieve it through improved returns 
on repatriated export earnings.
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Opinion

From raw materials 
to processed goods
By Benedict Elujoba

T
he President of  the 
Africa Development 
Bank, Akinwunmi 

Adesina, at the recent Mid-
Term Ministerial Performance 
Review Retreat of  the 
administration of  President, 
Muhammadu Buhari which 
was held in October 2021, 
presented what he proposed 
as a roadmap for Nigeria’s 
economic recovery.

Among the many 
recommendations, the need 
for the Federal Government to 
significantly boost productivity 
and revenues from its non-
oil sector, with appropriate 
fiscal and macroeconomic 
policies that will enhance 
international competitiveness 
was particularly instructive. He 
stated further that “significant 
support should be directed 
toward boosting industrial 
manufacturing capacities.” 
Nigeria, he opined, should 
also move rapidly to the top 
of  selected value chains, such 
as automobiles, computers 
and electronics, textile and 
garments, food manufacturing, 
transport, and logistics.

According to data from the 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council, some of  Nigeria’s 
major non-oil export products 
include cocoa beans, sesame 
seeds, cigarettes, cashew nuts, 
finished leather, soya bean meal, 
cocoa butter, among others.

A critical look at the above 
list, which aligns with similar 
data from the National Bureau 
of  Statistics and the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, shows 
that Nigeria’s major non-oil 
exports comprise mostly of  
raw agricultural produce.

In the last three years, 
only one manufacturer and 
exporter of  finished goods has 
consistently remained among 
the top three non-oil exporters 
in Nigeria. This company, 
British American Tobacco 
Nigeria, manufactures and 
exports cigarettes from 
Nigeria to Liberia, Guinea, 
Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Niger 
Republic and other countries 
in the West Africa subregion. 
Consequently, this company 
has been chosen as a reference 
company to demonstrate 
the benefits that accrue to a 
country when it establishes 
manufacturing capacities for 
the export of  finished goods. 
An assessment of  the additional 
benefits that have accrued to 
Nigeria on account of  BAT’s 
investments in a manufacturing 
plant in Nigeria, as elucidated 

herewith, evidently 
substantiates the position 
that the success of  Nigeria’s 
economic diversification and 
growth is pivoted on integration 
to the production and export of  
finished goods.

Investment in 
manufacturing for the 
production and export of  
finished goods drives economic 
development and opens up a 
nation’s economy in several 
ways. Such investment is 
also a major driver of  foreign 
direct investment and also 
engenders the activation of  
idle local capital into more 
productive use. Our reference 
company, BAT Nigeria, has 
fetched Nigeria about $185 
million to date (including the 
initial investment of  $150m in 
2001) through the building and 
expansion of  a state-of-the-art 
factory in Ibadan.

More so, the establishment 
of  manufacturing/processing 
facilities attracts further 
investments and capital 
inflows as other industries 
are often established at 
different stages of  the value 
chain to provide inputs to the 
manufacturer. In the case of  
BAT’s factory in Ibadan, this 
has attracted further FDI of  
over $30 million through A.R 
Packaging Nigeria Limited 
(formerly NAMPAK Cartons), 
established essentially to 
provide packaging services to 
BAT. This company too has 
created new jobs and built 
capacities, in its own right, for 
the benefit of  Nigeria.

The job creation 
opportunities that result from 
the establishment of  value-
adding industries are immense. 

These occur simultaneously 
with the development of  new 
competencies and capacities 
among citizens of  the polity 
including both technical and 
managerial skills.

Expansion of  the value 
chain also means that indirect 
jobs are also created when 
a country transitions to the 
production of  finished goods. 
BATN has so far created over 
350,000 direct and indirect 
jobs, since the establishment 
of  its manufacturing plant 
and subsequent upgrade to 
the manufacturing hub for 
the West Africa subregion. 
The contrast is stark when 
it is imagined that only the 
raw material inputs were 
aggregated from local farmers 
and then exported by a trading 
company.

Governments earn revenues 
through various taxes, duties 
and levies that corporations 
pay into their coffers. But 
the amounts paid are in turn 
dependent on the revenues that 
accrue to the taxpaying entities. 
Companies that produce value-
added products earn far higher 
revenues than those at the 
primary raw material stages. 
Such companies are able 
to earn a premium for their 
expertise along with earnings 
that accrue from processing 
operations. Therefore, a 
country’s earnings from taxes 
and levies are bolstered by the 
level of  industrialisation and 
the volume of  value-added 
products it produces and, 
very importantly, exports. 
Our reference company 
demonstrates this as Nigeria 
has earned over $900 million 
in direct and indirect taxes 

from BATN since the company 
began manufacturing and 
exporting finished goods from 
Nigeria. The earnings would 
be just a minute fraction of  
this if  BATN exported only 
tobacco leaves.

Industrialised economies 
are also able to compete 
better in international trade. 
A country like Nigeria in dire 
need of  foreign exchange 
earnings will only achieve it 
through improved returns on 
repatriated export earnings. 
Our reference company again 
proves this as on average, BAT 
repatriates over $110 million 
yearly to Nigeria from exports 
of  its products to the West 
African subregion.

This alludes to how 
much more Nigeria’s foreign 
exchange earnings would be 
if  the major non-oil exports, 
such as cash crops, were 
processed into finished goods 
before export. It also speaks 
to how many more jobs would 
be created and the technical 
competencies that will be 
bolstered in the process.

The crux of  this discussion 
is to show that when value is 
added to primary products 
before export, the benefits 
to the nation increase 
geometrically. However, it 
must also be noted that the 
challenges to manufacturers 
are legion and stifling. From 
inadequate power supply to 
lack of  infrastructure (roads, 
rail, etc) to suboptimal port 
services, the list is endless. 
They drive up the costs of  
exports and make them less 

competitive. The Federal 
Government needs to do a lot 
more in the quest to improve 
the ease of  doing business in 
Nigeria. An enabling business 
environment will make the 
country a haven for investors 
and manufacturing businesses.

The Federal Government 
has previously set up initiatives 
to accelerate Nigeria’s export 
performance. A prime example 
is the Export Expansion Grant, 
which is managed by the 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council. The EEG aims to 
support active exporters in 
expanding their international 
businesses. It is meant to 
incentivise Nigerian exporters 
to expand export volume, 
value and improve the global 
competitiveness of  Nigerian 
products.

While successes were 
recorded initially with 
its implementation, the 
Chairman, Non-oil Export 
Group, Ede Dafinone, in 
a public forum, last year, 
lamented that the government 
had not funded the EEG for 
the past seven years.

The Federal Government, 
also, recently set up a N50bn 
Export Expansion Facility 
Programme, which is a major 
component of  the government’s 
economic sustainability plan. 
The EEFP aims to drive 
economic growth through 
exports. The EEFP focuses on 
cushioning the effects of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic on non-
oil export businesses thereby 
safeguarding jobs and creating 
new jobs as well as accelerating 
growth of  the non-oil sector 
to effectively diversify the 
Nigerian economy. The EEFP 
is also being implemented by 
the NEPC.

Reactivation of  the 
EEG would facilitate the 
acceleration of  Nigeria’s 
export performance. Effective 
implementation of  the 
EEFP will do likewise. The 
EEFP should not suffer the 
problems that dogged the 
EEG; its implementation 
should be more efficient and, 
very importantly, pay critical 
attention to manufacturers and 
exporters of  finished products.

The urgency for Nigeria 
to expand exports of  
finished products cannot be 
overemphasised. Every effort 
to increase the volumes, 
quality and competitiveness 
of  the country’s finished 
goods exports should be given 
the significance it deserves 
and pursued with vigour and 
determination

“The crux of this discussion is to show that when 

value is added to primary products before export, 

the benefits to the nation increase geometrically. 

However, it must also be noted that the 

challenges to manufacturers are legion and 

stifling. From inadequate power supply to lack of 

infrastructure (roads, rail, etc) to suboptimal port 

services, the list is endless. They drive up the costs 

of exports and make them less competitive. The 

Federal Government needs to do a lot more in 

the quest to improve the ease of doing business 

in Nigeria. An enabling business environment 

will make the country a haven for investors and 

manufacturing businesses.

“Investment in 

manufacturing for the 

production and export 

of finished goods drives 

economic development 

and opens up a nation’s 

economy in several 

ways. Such investment 

is also a major driver of 

foreign direct investment 

and also engenders 

the activation of idle 

local capital into more 

productive use. 
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E
very human 
being is created 
for a purpose and 

it is important to move 
towards it. For anybody 
to achieve God’s 
awesome purpose in 
life, that person must be 
focused and determined 
to do the will of  God. In 
our individual endeavor 
in life, there is need for 
us to know the actual 
thing God wants from 
us. We are all created 
for an impact. So check 
around you, are you 
making an impact in 
your husband’s life, 
in your wife’s life and 
by extension in your 
neighborhood. Is God 
happy that He created 
somebody like you. Are 
you giving God reasons 
to say indeed this is my 
beloved child. Does God 
smile because of  you? 
My brethren, if  your 
life is putting smiles in 
God’s mouth, you are a 
gracious child of  God.  

Because we’re the 
light of  the world, 
people see God 
through our characters 
and behaviors. It is 
proper we live as God 
approves.  This will 
enable us to be happy 
persons wherever we 
see ourselves.  My 
beloved, nothing gives 
joy and happiness more 
than living a fulfilled 
life. What do I mean by 
that, living a fulfilled 
life is when you’re in 
close relationship with 
Christ. Don’t try to 
be like Mr. A or Mr. 
B.  Be yourself. You 
are unique created to 
make wonders. That’s 
why we should be 
able to know the will 
of  God for our lives. 
Why do you wish to 
be like that man or that 
woman? Remember 
you are specially made, 

therefore no need for 
comparison. Whatever 
you want to do in 
life, liaise with God, 
tell God, our Father, 
everything, nothing is 
too small to tell Him. 
He is all ears. God is so 
interested to know our 
ways in life. All your 
plans and projects in 
life should be presented 
to God for approval. 
Surely his will is the best 
so let us not ignore the 
importance of  God’s 
existence. Remember 
God created us to know 
Him, to worship him 
here on earth so as to 
live with him in glory 
in heaven forever and 
ever, Amen.

Therefore, let us 
rely on God’s decree 
and never to depend 
on our own. Truly, we 
are nothing without 
Christ so in that case, 
let us know that for 
God to be close to us, 
we ought to do his will. 
Naturally, you will see 
some people when they 
pray and the prayer 
was not answered, they 
will forget that it is for 
the will of  God. Every 
disappoint before us is 
indeed for God’s will 

and if  we can calm 
down and wait for 
him, in the end we will 
be able to know that 
indeed, it is for our 
own good.  You will see 
someone who travelled 
abroad, and another 
man will begin to do 
a visa to travel abroad, 
did you consult your 
God, l mean our Lord 
Jesus to know whether 
it is his will. My dear do 
not do things because 
others did, everyone 
has a special destiny in 
life. That’s why it’s so 
so important to be close 
to God so that he will 
direct our footsteps and 
heart desires without 
struggles. 

One man once 
said that life is not 
balance. And l believe 
him. Sometimes 
what gives others joy 
saddens another. Let 
me tell us a little story 
that summarizes the 
imbalance of  this life. 
A woman one day 
while coming back 
from school run drove 
passed a Rev. Sister. 
And immediately this 
woman saw the Rev. 
Sister, she started 
complaining and 

murmuring saying, 
“How l wish am this 
Rev. Sister who did 
not marry, see how 
she’s enjoying her 
life, and am here 
suffering in the name 
of  marriage”. And 
from the other quarter, 
the Rev. Sister when 
she saw the woman 
with her children also 
complained and said, 
“how she wished she 
got married “see how 
this woman is enjoying 
herself  with her family 
and am here all alone in 
the name of  I am a Rev. 
Sister”. Oh my world!  
l laugh, like seriously 
l laugh. Indeed the 
life we are into is not 
balance at all. 

That’s the more 
reason we should not 
compare ourselves 
with anyone. That 
person you wish to be 
like is busy trying to 
be like another person. 
Hence the Igbo adage 
that says, Uwa ezuoke.  
The Lord our God, 
the holy one of  Israel 
has promised us to be 
patient in all situations. 
He promised to give us 
honour and glory, all 
we need to do is to turn 
to the Lord and pray 
to him now that he is 

near. 
And it is pertinent to 

state that we should not 
frustrate the grace of  
God in our lives. You 
will see some people 
intentionally sinning 
against God and saying 
God is a merciful God, 
after l will go and ask 
for forgiveness. You 
are not doing yourself  
any good. The life we 
are enjoying does not 
belong to us and we do 
not know the time and 
hour the owner takes it. 
So it is right to always 
be in a right standing 
with God anytime, any 
day because we’re just 
visitors here on earth. 
And one day, just one 
day we shall all go to 
give account of  our life 
here on earth. 

God is merciful 
and quick to forgive. 
So as the light of  the 
world, let us show 
mercy where needed 
and forgive others 
unconditionally. Infact, 
prayer make things 
that are impossible in 
the eyes of  men to be 
possible. Prayer will 
diligently change every 
negative character 
in you and you will 
become a new creature.  
And people around you 
will testify and say truly 
you are a child of  God. 

Finally, as we have 
seen ourselves as the 
light of  the world, 
the benefits we are to 
encounter comes from 
God which include, our 
enablement to enjoy 
good health, the grace 
to have blessed friends, 
our families loved, our 
finances multiply, our 
pains become less and 
our worries disappear 
and we shall see with 
our own eyes that we 
are blessed!!!!.

Shalom.

We are light of the world 

Because we’re the light of the 
world, people see God through 

our characters and behaviors. It is 
proper we live as God approves.  This 

will enable us to be happy persons 
wherever we see ourselves.  My 
beloved, nothing gives joy and 

happiness more than living a fulfilled 
life. What do I mean by that, living 

a fulfilled life is when you’re in close 
relationship with Christ. Don’t try to be 

like Mr. A or Mr. B.  Be yourself. You 
are unique created to make wonders. 

The Lord our God, 
the holy one of 

Israel has promised 
us to be patient in 
all situations. He 
promised to give 

us honour and 
glory, all we need 
to do is to turn to 

the Lord and pray 
to him now that he 

is near. 
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o, let's say you want to 

Sdress like Wizkid - the 
new Wizkid. Here are 

a few things you need to do.
Wizkid's stylist deserves 

a raise - we have witnessed 
his style evolution from jean 
trousers under his butt and 
round neck shirts to a more 
fashionable and stylish look. 

The Made in Lagos 
album is Wizkid settling into 
his musical niche and style, 
and this can be seen even in 
his approach to fashion. 

T h e s e  d ay s  we  s e e 
Wizkid wearing American 
Designers like Prada, Louis 
Vuitton and Gucci that cost 
a lot of  money. 

Here are some Wizkid 
styling tips; 

Get yoursel f  a  nice 
sweater 

Wizkid has this bond 
with sweaters. If  you want to 
dress like him, make sure the 
sweater isn't tight. 

Wear a loose two-piece 
A free fitting trouser and 

shirt made from a soft fabric 
is one way to copy this icon's 
style. 

Designer jackets 
We are talking about the 

likes Gucci, Tom Ford and 
so on. 

S l i d e s,  l o a f e r s  a n d 
comfortable sandals 

Wizkid doesn ' t  l ike 
stress, and it is obvious from 
his choice of  footwear, often 
preferring slides and loafers. 

Big shirts 
On a good day, Wizkid 

will be wearing a big loose t-
shirt like he is lounging on 
the beach of  an exotic island. 

For accessories, keep 
your diamonds earrings and 
chain minimal and wear 
dark shades. 

Style inspiration: How to dress like Wizkid
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N
namdi Azikiwe 
University branch 
of  the Academic 

Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU), has threatened 
to embark on another 
indefinite strike if  the 
Federal Government 
fails to implement the 
agreement it reached with 
the union in 2009.

They equally appealed 
to the government to 
settle them, noting that 
the Union leadership and 
her members were tire of  
negotiation.

Addressing a press 
conference at ASUU 
Secretariat Awka, on 
Tuesday, the Unizik branch 
Chairman, Comrade 
Stephen Ufoaroh, said it 
was deeply saddened that 
the Federal Government 
had failed to honour the 
agreement which it entered 
into in 2009 without 
coercion.

Ufoaroh regretted 
that government had 
spurned the magnanimity 
the union extended to it 
through the signing of  
various Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) 
and Memorandum of  
Action (MoA) on the 
way forward for Nigerian 
tertiary education.He said: 
“We are saddened that 
having reached the end 
of  the tunnel, we couldn’t 
find any light. True to their 
character, the agents of  the 
Federal Government of  
Nigeria have reneged from 
implementing the 2009 
FGN-ASUU agreement.

“Up till now, the 
federal government is 
still in arrears of  major 
components of  the 2009 
FGN-ASUU agreement 
that includes funding for 
the revitalization of  the 
public universities, earned 
academic allowances 
and the renegotiation of  
the 2009 FGN-ASUU 
agreement.

The situation has 
been compounded by 
the introduction of  the 
Integrated Personnel 
and Payroll Information 
System (IPPIS) and the 
attendant consequences 
of  the mutilated salaries, 
promotion arrears and 
the non-resolution of  the 
more favoured University 
Transparency and 
Accountability Solution 
(UTAS). “We once again 

alert Nigerians that unless 
the government strives 
to sincerely resolve these 
issues, there will be no rest 
for us all. There will be no 
more MOUs or MOAs. 
When the macabre dance 
begins, there will be no 
stopping it until everything 
is fully implemented.

“The insincerity of  the 
federal government is not 
just beyond understanding, 
it is beyond tolerance”. 
“Gentlemen of  the 
Press, for emphasis, the 
renegotiation of  the 2009 
ASUU FGN Agreement 
was concluded on 19th May, 
2021. Eight months on, 
the Federal Government 
has neither reacted to 
the draft agreement nor 
responded to the union . 
This is an ominous sign 
that the articles of  the 
MOA of  22nd December 
2020 which indicated 
that the Hon. Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Senator Chris Ngige, 
undertook to liaise with 
the leadership of  the 
Governors forum, Senate 
and the Chief  of  Staff  to 
Mr. President, President 
Mohammadu Buhari, to 
actualize the expeditious 
implementation of  the 
agreement that will ensure 
from the re-negotiation, 
will be breached. 

“Academic Staff  of  
Universities have been on 
the same salary structure 
from 2009 till date with 
all the galloping inflations. 
This is not good for the 
university education in 
Nigeria as it adversely 

affects the morale of  
lecturers and has great 
consequences on their 
productivity.

“As at today 1st 
February, 2022, Academic 
staff  in Federal Universities 
are owed between one 
month to more than two 
years arrears of  salaries, 
the situation is more 
pathetic in some state-
owned Universities, 
especially in the South East 
including Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu 
University of  Anambra 
State where there are no 
pension scheme, non-
payment of  several years 
of  earned academic 
allowances among others.

As I speak to you all, 
the take home pay of  a 
Professor at the bar at 
current exchange rate is 
less than one thousand 
dollars ($1000.00) from 
the three thousand dollars 
($3000.00) it was in 2009. 
What a shame! This is 
serious cause for concern 
in relation to its adverse 
effect on the output and 
productivity of  such 
Professors. Little wonder 
that many Professors 
are shopping around for 
positions and appointments 
as against their vocation. 
The exodus of  Professors 
from academics is a death 
knell on the university 
system in Nigeria.

“Permit me at this point 
to draw the attention of  our 
fellow country men and 
women to the innumerable 
generic challenges 
confronting our State 

Universities. Most visitors 
to State Universities 
(State Governors) have 
scandalously abandoned 
the responsibilities of  the 
State-owned universities. 

“This State Universities 
are now in existence and 
being sustained by funds 
from TETFund (Tertiary 
Education Trust Fund) 
and needs assessment 
fund, both being products 
of  ASUU struggles. Even 
payment of  personnel cost 
is abandoned. 

“This has led to 
commercialization and 
pricing of  university 
education out of  the 
reach of  the vast majority 
of  Nigerians. University 
authorities now resort to 
extortion of  unprecedented 
array of  fees from the 
students to pay salaries. 
This cannot be the way 
for a country or state that 
wants to achieve greatness.

Gentlemen, all efforts 
to get government to 
respond and resolve 
these challenges have 
woefully failed. Rather, 
the representatives/agents 
of  the Government are 
claiming that the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria 
entered into various 
agreements, MOUs  and 
MOAs under duress. 

“As a tradition of  our 
great Union, this press 
conference is an early 
warning shot that we are 
reluctantly being driven 
to the point of  entering 
another vicious cycle 
barely one year since the 
last traumatic experience. 

We use this opportunity 
to appeal to well-meaning 
Nigerian including 
our religious leaders, 
traditional rulers, parents, 
students, the Civil Society 
Organisations (CSO) and 
indeed every stakeholder 
to prevail on the Federal 
Government to fulfill the 
agreements reached with 
ASUU so as to save our 
public Universities from 
being shut down again.

“We also appeal to 
student bodies, parents and 
the masses to join ASUU in 
the struggle to save the soul 
of  our public Universities 
before it will go the way 
of  public secondary and 
primary schools in Nigeria. 

“We are all aware 
that more than 95% of  
public office holder send 
their children to foreign 
Universities with tax 
payers’ money and refuse 
to fund public universities. 
This cannot be allowed to 
continue.

We once again alert 
Nigerians, that unless the 
federal government strives 
to sincerely resolve these 
issues, there will be no rest 
for us all. 

“There will be no more 
MOUs or MOAs. When 
the macabre dance begins, 
there will be no stopping 
it until everything is 
fully implemented. The 
insincerity of  the federal 
government is not just 
beyond understanding, it 
is beyond tolerance. Join 
us once again to walk this 
talk, Ufoaroh concluded.

By Ovat Mike 

We are tired of negotiation - ASUU tells FG 

Ngige, Labour Minister Ogunyemi, ASUU boss 
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I
t was gathering of  Igbo 
intellectuals from various 
parts of  Igbo land in the 

commercial city of  Onitsha, 
Anambra state at the launch-
ing of  a book titled: “History 
of  Igboland, a re-appraisal 
of  the origin of  Onicha Ado 
N’idu”, written by former 
Delta State Commissioner of  
Police, Onwa Ikechukwu Ayo 
Aduba.

Among the Igbo intel -
lectuals who graced the cer -
emony were the Chairman 
of  the planning committee, 
Dr. Walter Emerole; Key -
note speaker, Prof. U. D. An-
yanwu; Book reviewer, Prof. 
Johncliff  Nwadike; Special 
lecturer, Prof. Chidi Osuagwu, 
Chairman of  the occasion, Dr. 
Simon Okeke and Commis -
sioner for Information C. Don 
Adinuba.

Others were the Ogilisi of  
Igbo land/member, Board of  
trustees, BoT, All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA, Chief  
Rommy Ezeonwuka; prom -
inent member of  Anambra 
State Vigilante Supervisory 
Committee, Chief  Matthew 
Uyanna, a retired Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police, ACP 
and members of  Igbo Elders 
and Stakeholders Forum led 
by its BoT Chairman, Justice 
Alpha Ikpeama.

The Chief  Launcher, Chief  
Chuck Nduka-Eze(Isama Ajie 
of  Asaba) who launched the 
book emphasized that the least 
Ndigbo want in Nigeria today 
is a president of  Igbo extrac-
tion in the forth-coming 2023 
presidential election, adding 
that it should not be negotiable 
at all.

“Nigeria puts Igbos down 
and that is why Nigeria is 
down. Until Igbos are recog-
nized and given their proper 
place in the country the coun-
try may remain without fo -
cus”, said Nduka-Eze.

In a keynote address, Prof. 
UD Anyanwu said: ``on the 
origin of  Onicha/Igbos, ob -
viously and understandably, 
the issue of  Igbo origins gen-
erally or the Onicha had been 
controversial in the works of  
scholars, politicians and other 
stakeholders.  

“The theme included Onit-
sha Tradition and the Onicha 
Ado n’Idu origins, the land, 
people and antiquity of  Igbo 
kingship institution as well as 
the `Oru and Osu’ caste sys -
tem, and the lamentable un-
acceptable place of  the Igbo in 
Nigeria.  

Prof. Johncliff  Nwadike 
in reviewing the book with 
the name Igboland In History 

And The Socio-Political Impli-
cations of  Onicha Ado N’Idu 
Up to 2014, written by Aduba 
in 2021, published by Arise 
and Shine Publishers has seven 
chapters and 191 pages.  

“He contributed to the con-
troversies surrounding Igbo 
origins and migration, the eco-
nomic acts of  Igbo people, ag-
riculture, pottery, ironworks,’’ 
stressing that all these have 
made Igbo and the world a 
mysterious affair.  

The highpoint of  the work 
was a graphic presentation 
of  Onicha, one of  the biggest 
community’s in Southeast Ni-
geria, divided into two, Inland 
Town - Enu Onicha, Waterside 
and Fegge where the non-indi-
genes reside.  

“Onicha was well devel -
oped before the Europeans 
came, which was stressed from 
the old Benin Empire.’’  

The Author retired CP 
Aduba in his remarks said: ``It 
is indeed exhilarating to finally 
publish this book after grueling 
and painstaking research, in 
a bid to ensure that the final 
product represents an unbi -
ased, robust, detailed and lucid 
account.  

“Without an iota of  doubt, 
I am fully aware that this book 
may be taken out of  context, 
misinterpreted or misunder -
stood from its original intent 
and purposes; let me make it 
unequivocally clear that the 
goal here is not to undermine 
the reputation nor integrity of  
anyone or group.  

“In a nutshell, Igbo people 

were civilised even in the dim 
past with a functional econ -
omy, active religious life and 
earliest known technologies in 
metallurgy.  

“In the light thereof, we 
must wake up and realise that 
we are stronger together, better 
together and will achieve more 
together as Ndi-Igbo; I am con-
fident that anyone open-mind-
ed will see this as book quite 
informative and educating.  

“On the re-appraisal of  the 
historical origins of  Onicha 
Ado n’ Idu, was an uncritical 
acceptance of  Ezechima theo-
ry which derives the origin of  
Onitsha from Benin.  

“Articulated in the early 
European missionary and co-
lonial records, the assumption 
has been sustained by gener -
ations of  commentators as if  

a contrary proposition would 
amount to blasphemy.  

“As a professional histo -
rian, I will state unequivocal-
ly that clinging to Ezechima 
tradition after the irrefutable 
evidence of  Igboukwu archae-
ological excavations does not 
make any historical sens e. 
Posterity will not forgive the 
present generation for living 
a lie over the years; evidently, 
Onitsha was and will remain a 
typical Igbo society when all is 
given and taken history-wise,’’ 
he added.  

Anambra State Commis-
sioner Of  Information and 
Public Enlightenment, Mr. C 
Don Adinuba, one of  the spe-
cial guests in an interview said: 
``we have for two years been 
discussing the content and 
the central base of  this book, 

which I found to be intellectual 
and courageous’’.  

The Government and the 
people of  the state were happy 
to identify with books like this, 
``speaks in the finest and intel-
lectual tradition.  

“Anambra State, in particu-
lar, is committed to producing 
intellectual materials, a home 
of  Prof. Kenneth Dike, Chin-
ua Achebe, the first Novelist, 
Chike Obi, Olaudah Equiano, 
the first African to write a 
book in 1789, Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu and host 
of  them.  

Earlier in his opening re -
mark, a former Chairman of  
Police Service Commission, 
Chief  Simon Okeke, who was 
Chairman of  the occasion not-
ed that CP Aduba happened to 
be one of  the outstanding Po-

lice Officers identified by ``my 
special committee in the early 
period of  my tenure as chair-
man of  the Commission when 
we organise a talent-hunt with-
in the force.  

“There is a saying that 
falsehood is repeatedly told 
over time and remains unchal-
lenged, it will assume the posi-
tion of  truth and there lies the 
main reason I believe why Ayo 
engaged in his crusade to cor-
rect centuries of  the apparent 
falsehood of  the true history, 
Origin of  Onicha Ado n’Idu.

According to Ezeonwuka,” 
This book is taking us to rea-
lignment and wheel balancing. 
Let it as a history book be re-in-
troduced in schools and put it 
up for sales on Amazon, Jumia 
until every Igbo household gets 
a copy.

Book launch: Retired CP rewrites 
Onitsha, Igbo history

A cross section of  Igbo Intellectuals with the author Chief  Ayo Aduba (center) after unveiling the book during the book launch at Onitsha.

Community leader warns South East against 
abandoning slots in police recruitment

T
he President 
General of  Ahuwa-
Oboro autonomous 

community in Ikwuano 
L.G.A, of  Abia State, Engr. 
James Nnadozie Uchegbuo 
has encouraged eligible youths 
from Ikwuano and entire 
South East to   enroll in the  
ongoing police recruitment 
exercise.

Uchegbuo who stated this 

in Umuahia, said most of  
the qualified youths from the 
Southeast were discouraged 
from joining the force because 
of  yet to be confirmed stories 
of  extortion, exploitations, 
shortchange and alleged unfair 
treatment meted to the boys by 
the recruitment officers.

Uchegbuo however warned 
that allegations of  unfair 
treatments were not enough 
to make South East youths to 
leave their slots and called on 
the youths to have a rethink 

on their earlier decisions to 
shun the recruitment exercise, 
as some of  the reasons being 
advanced in the region might 
not be genuine enough for the 
eligible ones not to apply.

The community leader 
equally reasoned that the 
security lapses in the country 
may not be properly tackled 
without youthful and vibrant 
Police Force.

Meanwhile, the physical/
credentials screening exercise 
for the year 2021 recruitment 

into the Nigeria Police Force 
(Constables) starts nationwide 
on local government basis 
from 1st to 20th February, 
2022.

According to a release 
signed and made available 
to newsmen in Umuahia by 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer, Geoffrey Ogbonna, 
the exercise in Abia State, 
would be held at  Police 
Officers’ Mess Umuahia, from 
8am daily, kicking off  from 1st 
to 5th February, 2022.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba
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NEMA distributes 
relief materials to 
victims of flood, 
communal crisis 
in Enugu 
T

here was 
excitement in 
Igboeze North 

and Udenu Local 
Government Councils of  
Enugu State on Tuesday 
when officials of  the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA) donated 
assorted relief  materials 
worth millions of  Naira 
to victims of  flood 
disasters in the areas.

Over 90 percent of  the 
entire communities in the 
two local governments 
that make up the 
Igboeze North/Udenu 
Federal Constituency are 
expected to benefit from 
the gesture.

The materials included 
blankets, mattresses, 
clothes, mosquito nets 
and bags of  salt. Bags of  
food items, toiletry, wears, 
seasoning, tomatoes and 
vegetable oil.

Director General of  
NEMA, Mr. Mustapha 
Maihaja, while handing 
over the materials to the 
beneficiaries, said that 
the donation followed a 
report of  flood disaster 
and communal crisis 
which affected the 
communities in the state.

Maihaja, represented 
by the South East Zonal 
coordinator of  NEMA, 
Mr. Major Eze, said 
that the humanitarian 
relief  assistance by the 
federal government 
was to ameliorate the 
sufferings of  the affected 
communities.

Eze who charged the 
community leaders to 
engage in discussion with 
their neighbours if  there 
were any form of  crisis or 
disagreement to forestall 
violence, urged them to 
report disasters in their 
community in time.

His words: “The 
NEMA DG was deeply 
pained by the devastation 

caused in the community 
which prompted him to 
move fast to cushion the 
effect of  the disaster by 
approving the following 
items for the Federal 
Constituency: (1) 
600x10kg bags of  beans, 
(2) 600x10kg bags of  
rice, (3) 600x10kg bags of  
maize, (4) 50x20kg bags 
of  salt, (5) 150x20litres 

kegs of  vegetable oil 
(6) 300 cartons of  
14/28)/carton, (7) 150 
cartons of  seasonings 
cubes, (8) tin tomatoes 
8 0 0 x 7 5 ” x 3 6 ” x 4 ” 
mattresses, (9) 800 units 
of  mosquito nets, (10) 
800 units of  blankets 
(GB36H)”

“These items were 
approved by the Federal 

Government through 
NEMA to support those 
that were affected by the 
disaster. 

“We quite appreciate 
Hon. Simon Chukwu 
Atigwe who promptly 
brought this incident to 
the attention of  NEMA 
and we urge everybody to 
be very active in promptly 
reporting disasters in 
their community.

“We urge community 
leaders to engage in 
discussions with their 
neighbours if  there is any 
form of  disagreement 
to forestall violence. 
Community leaders 
should champion the 
idea of  planting trees 
to act as wind breakers 
during windstorm. 

“These simple practices 
will make communities 
more resilient to human 
instigated and natural 
disasters. We hope and 
expect that these items 
will assist in reducing 
the disruptive effect of  
the disaster in the federal 
constituency.

Earlier, member 
representing Igbo-Eze 
North and Udenu federal 
constituency, Rt. Hon. 
Simon Atigwe lauded 
federal government 
and NEMA for their 
prompt intervention and 
assistance to the victims 
of  flood and communal 
crisis.

Atigwe who regretted 
that 90% of  over 150 
communities in the 
constituency were 
affected by the disaster, 
appealed to federal 
government for more 
materials.

“I am glad to welcome 
you all who come for 
the distribution of  relief  
materials to victims of  
flood and communal 
crisis. Most of  us may 
recall the two-pronged 
incidents that affected 
the area and disrupted 
economic activities in 
our constituency. 

“I thank the federal 
government, Enugu state 
government and NEMA 
for coming to the aids 
of  flood and communal 
crisis victims. Like Oliver 
twist, we want some more 
because over 500,000 
victims will be left 
behind,” he concluded.

By Chuma Austin

S/E Zonal Coordinator of  NEMA, Major James Eze handling over the items to people of  
Igboeze North/Udenu Federal Constituency at the event on Tuesday

Relief  items from NEMA
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Imo: Okorocha destroyed 
Civil Service; Uzodimma, 
taking advantage of rot –Agba
A 

retired Permanent 
Secretary and a 
respected Elder 

Statesman in Imo State, 
Chief  Fabian Agba, 
accused former governor 
Rochas Okorocha, of  
destroying Imo Civil 
Service, by converting 
the State civil servants 
loyalty to himself  
instead of  the State 
as prescribed by the 
Civil Service Rules and 
captured in the nation’s 
constitution while he 
held sway for 8 years as 
the State governor.

He also alleged that 
the current governor 
Hope Uzodimma’s 
administration is 
simply massaging and 
enterprising on the 

illegality established by 
Okorocha instead of  
revamping it.

The fearless 
o c t o g e n a r i a n 
Statesman, wondered 
how a State, like 
Imo would not 
have an established 
institution or a known 
Establishment charged 
with the responsibility 
of  management of  civil 
servants salaries and 
pensioner such that 
complaints arising from 
civil servants salaries 
and pensions. 

He regretted the 
observed situation in 
the State where civil 
servants and pensioners 
with issues of  payments 
are tossed around 

like football; from 
Accountant Generals 
office to Ministry of  
Finance or Government 
House yet all these 
circular movements 
without solving the real 
issues.

He also decried the 
reoccurring trend of  
gathering civil Servants 
and pensioners inter-
mittently at different 
locations including but 
not limited to Imo In-
ternational Conference 
Centre (ICCC) among 
others in the guise of  
“searching for the dead 
(ghost workers) among 
the living”.

Chief  Agba, main-
tained that governors 
should learn to dis-

tance themselves from 
the State’s money on 
the grounds that the 
constitution of  the 
country and the Civil 
Service rule designed 
it that the State’s Ac-
countant-General of-
fice should report to 
the Public Accounts 
Committee, in the State 
House of  Assembly.

He warned the State 
governors, to desist 
from politicizing every 
aspect of  the State’s 
life especially the civil 
service. Going down 
the memory lane, Chief  
Agba, acknowledged 
that the clean and neat 
civil Service bequeathed 
to Nigeria by the British 
was running smoothly 

until the incessant 
military incursion 
began to taint the 
dignity of  civil service 
that civil servants 
became very conscious 
of  their job security and 
began to divide loyalty 
but was still tolerable 
until Okorocha came 
on board as governor 
in 2011-2015 and 
gradually ruined the 
civil service. 

“Then Uzodinma 
came and cashed in 
on the deteriorated 
situation, and has done 
nothing better to revamp 
or restore battered 
condition. For me there 
is no civil service in Imo 
State” Chief  Agba Said.

Okorocha Uzodimma
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FedPoly Nekede, Ukranian universities
to build entrepreneurship centre
I

n an epic collaboration of  
international dimension, 
the Federal Polytechnic 

Nekede has established part-
nership with some Ukraini-
an universities to build an in-
ternational entrepreneurship 
centre and run exchange 
programmes, among others. 
This partnership was vali-
dated in a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MOU) 
signed by the Rector of  the 
institution, Engr Dr Michael 
Arimanwa and the experts 
from Ukraine, led by Prof  
Valaly Raznikov of  the Lviv 
University of  Business and 
Law, Ukariane. 

In a ceremony preceding 
the signing of  the MOU 
held at the council cham-
bers of  the Polytechnic, the 
Rector welcomed the del-
egates from the Ukrainian 
universities for the sustain-
able partnership they have 
committed to enter with his 
institution. He lauded them 
for coming all the way to the 
Polytechnic to sign an MOU 
that would signal the begin-
ning of  a mutually beneficial 
intervention programmes. 
In his words, the Rector de-
clared thus: “This partner-
ship is aimed at building a 
strong synergy and partner-
ship with the universities in 

Ukraine which would ena-
ble our students to acquire 
skills that would make them 
employable anywhere in the 
world.”

In his remarks, Prof  Valaly 
Raznikov of  the Lviv Uni-
versity of  Business and Law, 
stated that his university was 
one of  the oldest and larg-
est in Europe, having been 
established in 1804, adding 
that he had come with other 
academics and experts from 
Ukraine to explore ways they 
could build educational and 
economic relationship with 
Nigeria, through the Feder-
al Polytechnic Nekede. He 
also revealed that while stu-
dents from the Polytechnic 
would be allowed to run pro-
grammes in Ukrainian uni-
versities, their counterparts 
from selected Ukrainian in-
stitutions would come to the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
to learn. Areas of  partner-
ship with the Polytechnic, ac-
cording to the Professor, cut 
across medical science, mu-
sic, entertainment, business 
and culture, among others. 

One of  the delegates, Mrs. 
Inna Kolomyichuk of  the 
V.N. Karazin Kharkic Na-
tional University, expressed 
the readiness of  her universi-
ty to enter into mutually ben
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Ikpeazu hails late Abia founding father, Ezeikpe
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie lk-
peazu of  Abia State  
has eulogised  elder 

statesman,  Ezeogo Dr. Ana-
ga Ezeikpe, describing him as 
a principled and disciplined 
personality that left wonder-
ful marks in medical practice, 
politics and State building.

Ikpeazu made the state-
ment during the commen-
dation service in honour of  
Ezikpe, held at the Michael 
Okpara Auditorium Umua-
hia, noting that Ezeikpe dis-
tinguished himself  as a pa-
triot that was always part of  
the governance of  the state in 
his capacity as the Chairman 
Abia State Advisory Council 
and was also part of  great 
Abians that contributed to the 
State’s creation of  Abia State.

The Governor represented 
by his Deputy, Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu noted that apart 
from promoting peaceful 
coexistence among Abians, 
he was very selfless, devout 
Christian and a promoter 
of  the tradition of  Abiriba 

Kingdom and urged the fam-
ily and Abians to sustain the 
sterling legacies he believed 
and stood for while praying 
God to grant his soul eternal 
rest.

In their tributes, the former 
Governor and Senator repre-
senting Abia Central Senato-
rial District, Chief  T.A. Orji 
described late Ezeogo Dr. 
Anagha Ezikpe as an hon-
ourable man, medical guru, 
great mentor and adviser that 
believed so much in the Abia 
Charter of  Equity which he 
implemented as Governor 
and enjoined the family to 
take heart as death is a neces-
sary end for all mortal.

In their tributes, Chief  
of  Staff  to the Governor, 
Dr. ACB Agbazuere, the 
SSG, Mr. Chris Ezem and 
the Chairman, Abia State 
Chapter of  Nigeria Medical 
Association, Dr. Chimezie 
Okwuonu who described 
Ezeogo Dr. Anagha Ezikpe 
as a wonderful stateman who  
not only played a pivotal role 
in the advancement of  Abia 
State but was also a medical 
practitioner.

Delivering his sermon, the 
Rt. Rev. Ibeabuchi Agwu of  
the Presbyterian Church Ni-
geria who reminded all Chris-
tians that death is inevitable 
for everyone, challenged them 
to impact on the lives of  the 
people, while alive.

Responding on behalf  of  
the family, the first son, Sir 
George Anagha Ezikpe said 

The Anambra State Commissioner for Health, Dr. Vincent Okpala, with members of  Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD).

eficial partnership the Feder-
al Polytechnic Nekede, in the 
area of  printing, skill acqui-
sition and postgraduate ed-
ucation, among others. She 
also invited the management 
of  the Polytechnic to visit 
her university in Ukraine to 
further cement ties with the 
Ukraine government. 

Meanwhile, a member of  
the Ukrainian delegation, 
Dr Cliff  Ogbede, who is the 
Ukrainian Representative 
for Foreign Trade and In-
vestment Services in Africa, 
pointed out that the part-
nership with the Ukrainian 
universities would be geared 
towards uplifting the stand-
ard of  education in the insti-
tution, since the experts from 
Ukraine sit on a consortium 

their father’s character de-
fined and distinguished him 
among his peers and con-
temporaries, assuring that the 
memory and sterling qualities 
of  their late father, Ezeogo 
Dr. Anagha Ezikpe will re-
main evergreen in their hearts 
and appreciated the State 
Govt and all for honouring 
their father.

of  famous academic insti-
tutions in their homeland. 
He also stated unequivo-
cally that the cooperation 
would enable the partnering 
institutions from Ukraine 
to build facilities and infra-
structure in the polytechnic 
for the smooth take-off  of  a 
unique entrepreneurship pro-
gramme. Dr Ogbede equally 
disclosed that the partnering 
institutions would run what  
he termed a “2 plus 2” educa -
tional exchange programme, 
where selected students from 
the Federal Polytechnic Nek-
ede would spend two years 
in Nigeria and then travel to 
Ukraine to spend another 
two years in order to earn a 
degree certificate in Ukraine. 
The curriculum of  the said 

degree would be adminis-
tered in part by the Polytech-
nic staff  while Ukrainian 
lecturers would complete the 
curriculum schedule. 

Similarly, Dr Ogbede re-
vealed that the Ukrainian 
Universities would support 
the Federal Polytechnic Nek-
ede in research, seminar and 
international workshop, in 
addition to assisting her lec-
turers publish in high impact 
Western journals. And in 
view of  the global security 
challenges that have affected 
the country of  Nigeria, Dr 
Ogbede posited that the part-
nering Ukrainian universi-
ties would build a Centre for 
Security Studies in Federal 
Polytechnic |Nekede, which 
would assist government in 

the area of  research and doc-
umentation.

In a vote of  thanks, Dr 
Austine Madu, who is the 
Director of  Interventions 
and Linkages of  the Poly-
technic, commended the 
Rector of  the institution, 
Engr Dr. Michael Ariman-
wa, for his innovative lead-
ership and tenacity of  pur-
pose which has given the 
Polytechnic global visibility. 
He further extolled the Rec-
tor for his passion in linking 
up the Polytechnic to insti-
tutions and organizations 
for targeted and productive 
synergy. Earlier, the Poly-
technic dance troupe had en-
tertained the august visitors 
with scintillating dance steps 
amid pomp and funfare.

Anambra APC crisis:
Intervene now,  Ngige-led
faction tells Buhari
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

S
enator Chris Ngige-led 
faction of  the All Pro-
gress Congress (APC), 

in Anambra state, has called 
on President Mohammadu 
Buhari, to urgently intervene 
in the internal crisis of  the 
party before it escalates.

The called was made on 
Wednesday, during the fac-
tion’s stakeholders meeting, 
held in Awka.

Addressing Journalists 
shortly after the meeting, the 
state caretaker Secretary of  
the party, Barrister Chukwu-
ma Agufugo, lamented that 
the situation of  the party in 
the state has gone from bad 
to worse.

He accused Senator Andy 
Uba, of  been behind the cri-
sis because of  his failure to 
clinch the November 6, 2021 
governorship election.

According to him, we trace 
the origin of  APC problems in 
Anambra state to the botched 
June 26, 2021 Anambra State 
gubernatorial primary slated 
to elect the flagbearer of  the 
party in the last governorship 
election in the state.

“Before that date, the team-
ing majority of  our commit-
ted members mindful of  the 
challenges APC face during 

elections in our state had put 
in enormous efforts in recruit-
ing new members, mobiliz-
ing and sensitizing the entire 
membership to change our 
story in Anambra State for 
the better. 

In normal climes, those 
who led a party to such disas-
trous electoral outing would 
hide their faces in shame and 
quit the state to enable the 
party to be repositioned for 
future outing.

He noted that the party has 
the worse electoral outing in 
the last election since 2013 in 
Anambra.

Agufugo, while affirming 
Senator Ngige, as the lead-
er of  the party in Anambra 
state since the era of  Action 
Congress (AC), called on the 
President, President Moham-
madu Buhari, the national 
leaders, especially, the Chair-
man and members of  the par-
ty Caretaker and Extra-Or-
dinary Convention Planning 
Committee (CECPC), led by 
Yobe governor, Mr. Mai Mala 
Buni, to open their eyes wide 
and  read the handwriting on 
the wall before it is too late. 
We called on them to imme-
diately set up a Committee 
to closely examine the issues 
in the current Anambra APC 
crisis to avoid repeat of  some 
unsavory recent event.

Court declines request stopping
Abia APC inauguration
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
nterim ex parte motion 
intended at stopping the 
swearing-in of  Dr. King-

sley Onunugbu as Abia state 
APC chairman on Thursday 
at Abuja has been declined  
by Hon. Justice Ahuchogu of  
Abia State High court, Ukwa.

Ononogbu is the Chair-
man of  one of  the two APC 
factions in Abia and has top 
members like High Chief  Ike-
chi Emenike, Hon. Nkeiru-
ka Onyejiocha, Barr. Friday 
Nwosu and others.

 The suit, No: 
HUK/50/2021 brought by 
DAVIES JUMBO and ORS 
VS APC @ ORS challenged  
the process that produced the 
factional Chairman among 
others prayers.

The preliminary objection 
challenging the power or ju-
risdiction of  the court to hear 
the case was equally argued 
and ruling reserved for 18th 
Feb,2021. Ononogbu was 
elected in January by his par-
ty members to replace the late 
Chairman of  APC, Mr. Eny-
innaya Harbour, who died 
barely two months in office.
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2023: Shun leaders who can’t address
corruption - Activist cautions Nigerians

H
uman Rights Cam-
paigner and a mem-
ber of  the Godian 

Religion (African Tradition-
al Religion) Unubi mother 
station - Nzenwainyinya 
Edozie Okafor has advised 
eligible voters to shun pri-
mordial, ethnic and reli-
gious sentiments and look 
for leaders with the capacity 
to reduce the current crush-
ing poverty in the land.

Nzenwainyinya argued 
that the poverty alleviation 
measures fashioned and im-
plemented by the various 
tiers of  government had 
failed to create the desired 

impacts in the lives of  the 
masses due to greed, self-
ishness and primitive accu-
mulation of  wealth by those 
saddled with the responsi-
bility for their implementa-
tion.

Speaking during the 7th 
memorial service of  Chief  
Nzedioranma – Uche Oka-
for (Ajidikeudo Godian Re-
ligion) at the Unubi mother 
station, which was presided 
over by High Chief  Priest 
Ebuka Obi and moderated 
by the President General 
of  National Council of  Go-
dian Religion - Azubuike 
Nnanna, the business mag-

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Federal Fire Ser-
vice Zone J in Owerri 
Imo state has warned 

the public to desist from in-
dulging in actions that can 
cause fire outbreak in the 
state. 

Speaking to newsmen in 
her office,  the zonal com-
mander, ACG Achi Okidi 
Ijeoma  in-charge of  zone J 
comprising Abia/Imo, Achi 
disclosed that the root cause 
of  most fire outbreak is an 
act of  carelessness from 
people, which could arise 
from electrical issues of  
high voltage or not switch-
ing off  electrical appliances.

She warned the masses to 
take some precautions such 
as avoiding the use of  faulty 
electrical appliances, not 
overloading electric sockets, 
running electric appliances 
from light sockets, use of  
heater or the cooker to dry 
clothes, avoid storing of  
petroleum products in the 
house amongst others.

Achi further explained 
that people should ensure 
they use gas outside on sol-
id ground, use proper hold-
er for candles, keep a suita-
ble fire extinguisher and fire 

blankets in the kitchen, do-
ing a fire check before going 
to bed and repair or replace-
ment of  faulty electrical ap-
pliances.

In addition she disclosed 
that people should be able 
to detect fire by installing a 
smoke alarm in every room 
of  their house as smoke 
alarm give an early warning 
of  fire, she disclosed that 
82% of  fire that kills people 
are in homes with no work-
ing smoke alarm.

The command also ad-
vised people to always alert 
the fire fighters and not 
calling them as a last resort 
when much damage has 
already been done. It how-
ever warned that people 
should make an exist plan 
for their home and practice 
with everyone who lives 
with them and listen to fire 
alarms, also checking the 
doors with the back of  the 
hand for heat before you 
open the door.

The commander also 
urged the public to always 
assist the fire fighters who 
are on rescue mission and 
not vandalizing their vehi-
cles as well as brutalizing 
them.

She noted that this action 
could cause the blacklist of  
such areas by the federal fire 
service.

She noted that fire fighters 
are not always late but could 
delay due to traffic and oth-
er factors. She seized the op-
portunity to warn motorists 
against dragging the road 
with the fire service even at 
the blaring of  their sirens, 
so as to enable them reach 
a fire outbreak scene on the 
time.

Secretary to State Government (SSG) Prof. Simon Ortuanya on behalf of Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State 
handing over the keys of the vehicles to NDLEA State Commander, Anietie Idim Bassey at the event.

IPAC Chairman harps on internal
democracy, security
By Ikenna Orioha

D
riven by the desire 
for a better society 
where good living, 

peace, security and com-
fort are hallmarks of  the 
people, the Chairman, Imo 
State Inter-party Advisory 
Committee (IPAC), Ichie 
Levy Eke, has reminded all 
political parties and social 
groups in the state of  the 
need to unite and work to-
gether without minding po-
litical party affiliation.

The IPAC chairman who 
stated this in his inaugu-
ral speech when the newly 
elected executive members 
of  IPAC were presented to 
the Governor of  Imo State, 
Hope Uzodimma, at the 
Government House Ow-
erri, on Wednesday, after 
election, held at the Inde-
pendent National Elector-
al Commission (INEC), 
promised that his leader-
ship will actively work in 
unison in order to attract 
more goodies to the people.

Harping against insecuri-
ty which he regretted bedev-
ils the state, dwindles the 
economy, Eke maintained 
that IPAC would not work 
in isolation, but with alacri-

ty, devotedness and sincer-
ity of  purpose to support 
government to strengthen 
good governance, internal 
democracy and economic 
prosperity, saying “IPAC 
is one body and we cannot 
afford to work in isolation. 
Everybody must be involved 
to support government in 
the development of  the state 

and improved security”.
Assuring the readiness 

of  all political parties to 
acting as catalysts that will 
help government implement 
its policies and programs 
to deepen democracy, the 
Deputy National Chairman 
of  IPAC, Barr. Maxwell 
Mgbudem, hailed members 
for exhibiting maturity dur-

net insisted that it is the 
responsibility of  those in 
leadership positions to add 
value to the lives of  the peo-
ple they are ruling.

“The purpose of  life is 
for us to make the world a 
better place than we met 
it” otherwise life becomes 
meaningless”.

He attributed the up-

surge of  moral decadence 
in society to the inability of  
families to inculcate simple 
moral values and etiquette 
in the children. This he said 
is because we have derailed 
from what our forefathers 
taught us hence we do no 
longer entertain qualms in 
committing crime.

Nzenwainyinya who ex-

tolled the late Chief  Nzedi-
oranma Uche Okafor as a 
rare gem and a philanthro-
pist who brought succor 
and relief  to the poor and 
the less privileged through 
acts of  charity enjoined Ni-
gerians to rise up and take 
their destiny in their own 
hands  instead of  expect-
ing miracles to resolve their 

challenges.
Nzenwainyinya who is 

the MD/CEO of  UOO Ni-
geria PLC Lagos observed 
that the conduct of  the 
2023 polls in the country 
still remains dicey because 
according to him, some of  
the amendments by the Na-
tional Assembly are yet to 
be done.

CHANGE OF NAME:

I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as

Ekechukwu Ifeanyi
Samuel, now wish to
be known, called and 

addressed as 
Amaechi Ifeanyi Samu-
el. All documents bear-
ing my former name re-
main valid. The general 

public should note.

Signed:
Amaechi Ifeanyi Samuel

I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as

 Osondu Amala Grace, 
now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as

Ekwegwo Grace Amala.
 All documents bearing 
my former name remain 
valid. The general public 

should note.

Signed:
Ekwegwo Grace Amala

CHANGE OF NAME:

Man collapses, dies in Umuahia

A 
man, Ndukwe Kalu 
Kalu, believed to 
be 69 years of  age, 

has collapsed and died in 
Umuahia, Abia State  re -
sulting from unknown 
illness.

His body was discovered 
at Lagos street, Umuahia, 
on Wednesday at about 
5:10 pm while a  driver’s 
license found on him gave 
his name as Ndukwe Kalu 
Kalu.

He was rushed to a near-
by clinic by some good 
Samaritans but could not 
be revived while his origin 
could not be established, at 
the time of  filing the report.

However, the Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer of  Abia 
State Command, Geophrey 

Ogbonna confirmed the de-
velopment and stated that 
the late man may have suf-
fered from one sickness or 
another before his collapse.

The PPRO advised an-
yone whose relative bore 
the name Ndukwe Kalu 
Kalu, who also left home 
on Wednesday, to report to 
the Central Police Station, 
Umuahia with detailed in-
formation that can enable 
such person identify the 
late relative, and be shown 
where his corpse is kept.

He added that anyone 
whose relative was aged 
69, who also left home on 
Wednesday should  come to 
the CPS, Umuahia with de-
tailed information that can 
enable him or her to identi-
fy the collapsed man.
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was certainly sultry for a 
pregnancy photoshoot, but 
the golden hue was beautiful. 

Linda Ejiofor 
Linda was a beautiful 

mother-to-be in an all-white 
ensemble. 

Regina Daniels 
Regina channeled her 

oriental India goddess in her 
pregnancy photo shoot. 

pictures of  herself  glowing 
and pregnant. The picture 
was taken in a pink gown by 
Toju Foyeh. 

Tania Omotayo 
Tania chose a f loral 

p h o t o s h o o t  t h a t  w a s 
extremely soft and gorgeous. 
That is how you show off  
your baby bump. 

Toyin Lawani 
Toyin Lawani's picture 

about 11 million likes on 
Instagram, and Rihanna's 
baby bump this year made a 
lot of  rounds around the 
internet. 

Every year pregnancy 
photoshoots are done. Here 
are some of  the best our 
Nigerian celebrities have 
come up with so far. 

Adesua Etomi 
Adesua posted beautiful 

 p r e g n a n c y 

Aannouncement is 
one of  the biggest 

news celebrities love to 
break.

Having a child is one of  
life's greatest achievements 
and Nigerian and foreign 
celebrities get creative with 
it. 

Beyonce's pregnancy 
photoshoot in 2017 had 

here is no doubt that Ts c a r v e s  a r e  a n 
accessory everyone 

has in their closet. 
T h e y  a r e  ve r s a t i l e, 

p r a c t i c a l ,  a n d  v e r y 
fashionable. 

T h e y  a r e  a l s o 
inexpensive, this allows you 
to fill your wardrobe with a 
wide collection of  scarves 
with varying styles, patterns, 
and materials fit for any 
occasion. You can transform 
your look just by adding a 
scar f .  This  makes  i t  a 
lifesaver accessory for outfit 
repeaters. 

There are many simple 
ways to rock your scarf  to 
make you look chic. 

1. Tie it around your 
head 

This is the most common 
way to rock your scarf. 
Whether you are having a 
bad hair day, you want to 
fulfill religious duties, or you 
just want something on your 
hair, you have your scarves 
to go to. 

2. Tie it around your bag 
Most  bags  a re  now 

adorned with colorful silk, 
cute materials. You can 
recreate this style with a 
piece of  your scarf. You can 
tie it as a bow around your 
bag strap. 

3. Wear it as a belt 
Why not ditch your 

regular belt for a piece of  
scarf ?. Make a fashion 
statement by running your 

scarf  through your belt 
loops. 

4. Wear it as a top 
You can maneuver your 

scarf  around your torso to 
create your own style of  a 
top. There are different ways 
you can go about  this 
depending on what you 
want and what look you are 
going for. 

5. Wear it around your 

neck 
You can also rock your 

scarf  like a muffler or a tie to 
r e p lace  a  neck lace  by 
wrapping or twisting it 
around your neck. 

6. Tie it over your shirt 
You can switch up your 

outfit by wrapping a piece of  
a  s c a r f  a r o u n d  y o u r 
oversized shirt and tying it at 
the back, just like you would 

do if  you were wearing the 
scarf  as a top. 

7. Wear as a scrunchie 
Use a piece of  a scarf  to 

hold your ponytail in place. 
Scarves are way more 

versatile than those listed 
above. You can create your 
own style and be bold and 
fashionable about it. 

Showbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/Living
Most iconic celebrity pregnancy photo shoots 

Easy ways to incorporate a scarf into
your outfit 
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
i ve  s o l i d  t i p s  t o Funderstanding for real 
that during lovers' 

fights, the battle is not 
between a couple, but them 
against whatever the issue is.

It is often [rightly] said 
that two people cannot 
coexist without occasional 
differences, arguments and 
conflicts. 

This is truer especially in 
i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o 
relationships, marriages and 
other emotional/romantic 
situations. 

While there's to be a 
moderation in the regularity 
of  these conflicts, this in 
itself  is still not enough to 
keep the relationship healthy. 
Because even if  you keep it at 
a reasonable once in two 
months, the severity of  the 
conflict could still be enough 
to change the balance of  the 
relationship and set it on a 
pa th  to  an  i r revocab le 
downturn. 

So it is both important to 
keep misunderstandings 
minimal, and to understand 
how to properly navigate the 
situations as well. 

In the next paragraphs 
you are about to read, we list 
5 tested, proven, expert-
proffered ways to deal with 
c o n f l i c t s  i n  r o m a n t i c 
relationships. 

f r o m  e a c h  p o i n t  o f  
misunderstanding. 

2. Learn the skill of  
apologizing 

A  2 0 1 6  s t u d y  b y 
Professor Amy S. Ebesu 
Hubbard found that sincerely 
'owning up' is the most 
crucial step of  the process. 
You want to make your 
apology as sincere as possible 
and you want your partner to 
see and feel it that you really 
mean it when you say you 
will turn a new leaf. 

So make your apologies 
count. Make the required 
changes. There's no better 
apology than this. 

3. Don't always deal 
with issues in the heat of  the 
moment 

Sometimes, take a break. 
C h i l l  o u t  a n d  a v o i d 
addressing issues at the 
moment of  occurrence. It 
helps the bad energy diffuse 
and allows you face issues 
from a better mental state 
than when you jump right 
into it 'as e dey hot.' 

Cooling off  doesn' t 
mean, though, that you 
should disengage or shut 
down—just that you should 
t a k e  a  p a u s e  b e f o r e 
continuing, Katherine M. 
Hertlein, a professor in the 
Couple and Family Therapy 
program at University of  

professor of  psychology at 
Michigan State University, 
says. He adds that “they can 
also give us advice, or provide us 
with a break to relax and not 
think about it for a while.” 

But you want to be sure 
you are approaching the 
'right'  friends or family 
members for support; those 
who have a track record of  
being emotionally intelligent 
and rational. 

5. Talk about it 
There aren't many things 

in a relationship that honest, 
good-to-God conversations 
can't t take care of. Find a 
time when you're both happy 
to talk about what's allowed 

1 .  H a v e  y o u  b e e n 
fighting fair? 

According to  Kat ie 
Krimer, a New York City-
based psychotherapist, there 
a r e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  
personalities when it comes 
to conflicts in relationships; 
each with its shortcomings. 
Some try to stay away from 
disputes  a l together,  or 
w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e m 
(avoidant). Others can get 
fixated on winning the fight 
at all costs (competing). 
Some others prematurely let 
go of  their gripes in order to 
move on (accommodating). 

But none of  these are 
actually right ways to resolve 
differences. Compromise 
(letting go of  things you can't 
change and finding a middle 
ground) and collaboration 
(working like a team to find a 
solution) are better ways to 
deal with relationship fights, 
and until you realize which 
side of  the divide you belong 
to, fighting healthily might 
remain a little difficult. 

So, if  your present style 
is one of  the toxic dispute 
r e s o l u t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s, 
actively and intentionally 
switching to one of  the better 
ones is the first step to 
ensuring that your conflicts 
are properly resolved and a 
stronger intimacy is forged 

Nevada, Las Vegas School of  
Medicine, explains that it 
takes about 20 minutes for 
the body to calm back down 
to baseline after being in a 
fight-or-flight state. “But I 
suggest couples to take 40 
minutes off, just to make sure 
they're appropriately calm,” she 
says. 

4. Who can you call on? 
G e t t i n g  t h r o u g h  a 

conflict is easier if  you have 
outside sources of  support, a 
common-sense fact that 
research backs up. 

“Friends can help us make 
sense of  things happening with 
o u r  p a r t n e r s ,”  Wi l l i a m 
C h o p i k ,  a n  a s s i s t a n t 

eartbreak is one of  Hthe worst feelings in 
the world!

It can make you feel like 
you're not good enough, and 
that you'll never be happy 
a g a i n .  I f  yo u ' r e  g o i n g 
through a tough break-up 
right now, we have some good 
news for you: there are 
movies that can help you get 
through it! 

In this article, we will 
discuss five movies that will 
help you deal with your 
heartbreak. 

1. The Notebook: 
From the very beginning, 

this movie will make you cry. 
It's a story about two young 
lovers who are separated by 
World War II, and they fight 
to be together against all 
odds. This is the perfect 
movie to watch when you feel 
like giving up on love. 

Watching The Notebook 
can remind you that even 
though things may seem 
tough, love can conquer all. It 
is available on Netflix. 

2 .  S i l v e r  L i n i n g s 
Playbook: 

This particular movie, 
unlike The Notebook, is 
more light-hearted. It is about 
a man who is released from a 
mental hospital and tries to 
rebuild his life. He meets a 
woman who helps him heal 

and learn to love again. 
Silver Linings Playbook is 

perfect for those who are 
looking for a movie with a 
happy ending.  I t ' s  a lso 
available on Netflix. 

3. Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind: 

Imagine being able to 
erase all the memories of  
your ex from your mind. 
That's exactly what happens 
in this movie. A man and 
woman undergo a procedure 
to have all their memories of  
each other erased, but they 
soon realize that they can't 
live without each other 

This movie is perfect for 
those who want to forget their 
ex-partner but can't seem to 
shake  them f rom the i r 

r iendships  can get Fcomplex when you add 
intimacy to it. 

When friends are intimate 
with each other, it is called 
friends with benefits - the 
benefit being sex or other types 
of  sexual acts. 

Although, some people 
love this arrangement and it 
works out for them, it might 
blow up in other people's faces. 

Here are  some l ikely 
consequences of  adding sex to 
a n  o t h e r w i s e  n o r m a l 
friendship with the opposite 

sex; 
1. It is just weird 
Well, this first one has to be 

said, and it is enough reason to 
dissuade you from even kissing 
your friend, especially if  
you've never seen them in that 
light. 

2. In some cases, the 
friendship becomes about just 
sex 

Except it is a one-time 
t h i n g ,  t h e  m o m e n t  s e x 
becomes frequent, you both 
will most likely meet up more 
for that reason. 

I f  y o u  u s e d  t o  s e e 
yourselves once a month, the 
time you spend together will 
increase, and whenever you 

meet up, it will be more sex, 
less conversation. 

3. Someone will catch 
feelings 

The probability of  one of  
you catching feelings is high. 
Feelings can develop when 
proximity is there, and one 
person will like to keep it 
casual while the other will be 
looking for a relationship. 

4. It gets awkward when 
one of  them starts seeing 
someone else 

Even if  it is just a talking 
stage one person gets into, they 

probably have to ghost each 
other and give space. 

One person might even get 
jealous. 

5. It is hard to go back to 
the way things were 

One person's feelings get 
hurt if  things don't end well. 
Perhaps, even hurtful words 
will be said, the bottom line is 
friendship becomes hard and 
might not recover. 

I am sure with all these my 
plenty English some people 
will not listen to me and will 
abandon the heavenly race by 
engaging in intercourse - with 
their friends no less -because it 
lacks commitment. 

thoughts. It is available on 
Netflix and Amazon Prime. 

4. 500 Days of Summer: 
Mix a funny story with a 

heartbreaking break-up and 
you  have  500  Days  o f  
Summer. This movie tells the 
story of  a man who falls in 
love with a woman, only to be 
left heartbroken when she 
calls it quits with him. Then, 
he tries to figure out what 
went wrong and how he can 
win her back. 

500 Days of  Summer is 
perfect for those who want a 
movie that will make them 
laugh and cry. It is available 
o n  N e t f l i x ,  H u l u ,  a n d 
Amazon Prime, but since 
Hulu  i sn ' t  ava i lab le  in 
Niger ia ,  the  o ther  two 
options would suit you better. 

5. Frances Ha: 
Th i s  mov ie  en t i r e ly 

embodies the saying that "life 
is too short." It's about a 
woman who is trying to 
figure out what she wants to 
do with her life, and as she 
does so, she learns that it's 
okay to make mistakes. 

Frances Ha is perfect for 
those who are feeling lost 
after a break-up, and are 
s e e k i n g  w a y s  t o  f i n d 
themselves  again.  I t  i s 
available on Netflix and 
Amazon Prime. 

and what's off-limits during 
fights. Learn from each other 
boundaries to not cross, and 
words to not hurl at each 
other no matter how angry or 
hurt you are. 

This may not take away 
the fights, but could, at least, 
enable you do it right and 
come out stronger and better. 

Extra tip: Don't dredge 
up issues from past fights that 
have been settled, especially 
if  the partner has actively 
been trying to rectify the 
issue by trying to turn a new 
leaf. Let bygone be bygone, 
people. Let the thing go! 
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Handling relationship conflicts without losing your partner 

Break-up movies to help get through
heart break

Reasons friends with benefits is a bad idea 
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h a r c o a l  i s 

Csomething you must 
have at all times. 

In case you never paid 
much attention, it's time to 
do it. 

Here are the benefits of  
charcoal you never thought 
of: 

1. Does your shoe smell 
bad? Just buy charcoal and 
put it in it. 

2. Do you have a bad 
smell in your room? Drop 
charcoal that you think the 
smell might come from. 

weet Potatoes are the 

Sm o s t  n u t r i t i o u s 
vegetables.

It has a variety of  sweet 
p o t a t o e s  w h i c h  w a s 
d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h 
conventional breeding in 
1995. 

-The utilization of  sweet 
p o t a t o e s  r o o t s  i n  t h e 
alleviation of  Vitamin A 
d e f i c i e n c y  ( VA D )  i n 
countries like Guatemala 
was recorded in the early as 
in the mid-1990s. Sweet 
p o t a t o e s  h a v e  b e e n 
promoted for their calorie-
rich value, but the SP has 
been greatly recommended 
for the reduction of  VAD in 
developing countries such as 
Asian countries. 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n  S u b 
S a h a r a n  A f r i c a ,  g r e a t 
rel iance was on white-
fleshed or yellow-fleshed 
that has established markets; 
however, the beta-carotene 
content of  both the white 
and yellow-fleshed sweet 
pota to  roots  i s  low as 
compared to the SP. Over 
forty cultivars of  SP roots 
have been introduced in 
Africa. 

-  T h e  B - C a r o t e n e 
content of  SP varieties vary 
depending on the intensity 
of  the orange color on the 
orange color on the flesh, 
with lighter orange flesh 
coloured varieties having 
lower B-carotene levels. 

-  S P  r o o t s  c a n  b e 
exploited for their calorie-
rich property to alleviate 
protein-energy malnutrition 
( P E M ) ,  b u t  h a s  b e e n 
recommended for fighting 
VAD. SP roots are richer in 
provitamin A carotenoids 
than other sweet potato 
varieties including cream 
and white fleshed varieties. 

In another study, it was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e 
acceptability of  SP roots is 
n o t  o n l y  p o s i t i v e l y 
influenced by appealing 
color and taste, but also a 
higher dry matter content. 

Utilization of  orange 
fleshed sweet potato tubers 
have been utilized as food in 
t h e i r  f l e s h  f o r m  a f t e r 
cooking, as flour and in the 
g r a t e d  a n d  m a s h e d 

(commonly known as puree) 
forms. SP flour has been 
used locally at domestic level 
and in industrial production 
of  bakery products. Some of  
the bakery products in which 
SP flour is incorporated as an 
ingredient are cakes, bread, 
muffins and buns. Mashed 
SP has also been used for 
flour substitution in golden 
bread. SP is being promoted 
as a nutrition intervention to 
t a c k l e  VA D  a n d  f o o d 
insecurity in many countries. 
In industrial production, SP 
has been used to produce 
products such as chips, 
crisps, flour, puree, juice, 
bread and other bakery 
products. In Asian countries, 
SP pickles and cubes are 
produced commercially and 
are known for their  B-
carotene rich property. 

Production and use of  
SP puree as functional 
i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  f o o d 
processing has been done for 

over three decades in the 
United States (US). SP roots 
have also been exploited in 
s t o c k  f e e d s  a s  s t a r c h 
e x t r a c t i o n  i n  A s i a n 
extraction is limited as the 
dry matter content of  these 
roots are quite low. 

- Sweet Potato puree is 
incorporated into bread as a 
functional ingredient to 
increase the provitamin A 
composition of  this bread. 
The substitution of  wheat 
flour with SP puree in bread 
baking has been done at 
varied levels in different 
studies. The use of  SP to 
substitute wheat flour in 
bread is aimed at increasing 
the uptake and utilization of  
S P  r o o t s .  T h e 
commercialization of  the SP 
puree bread creates a market 
for the SP roots; this trickles 
down to improve the rural 
economies of  households 
involved in the production of  
SP roots. 

3 .  D o e s  y o u r 
refrigerator or freezer have a 
smell? Put a piece of  coal in 
it. 

4. Do you have a strong 
body smell? Just make a 
charcoal powder and use. 
Charcoal is very good to get 
rid of  the bad smell. 

5 .  H av e  y o u  e v e r 
wondered why your parents 
always pick up the ashes of  
the coal pot to pour in the 
h e n  o r  t o i l e t  b e f o r e 
sweeping? It was to get rid 
of  the smell. 

any people say it Mis easier to gain 
weight than lose 

it, some beg to differ as it 
takes forever for them to add 
weight.

Whatever the case may 
be, none of  these two is an 
easy feat, and thus you 
should be celebrated when 
you intentionally embark on 
either one of  them. 

Numerous reasons can 

be attributed to the inability 
of  gaining weight, from 
stress to unhealthy eating 
habits and irregular eating. 
Home remedies are a perfect 
way to go about weight gain; 
these remedies  can be 
readily found at home or the 
market and can be used 
without interrupting the 
individual's overall life. 

Here is a list of  such 
remedies; 

1. Afternoon naps 
This is one of  the easiest 

ways to gain weight. If  you 
want to gain weight, you 
must love afternoon naps. 
Sleeping for 45 minutes to 
an hour would help your 
mind and muscles relax. 
Sleep in the afternoon daily 
and gain weight- best hack, I 
tell you. 

2. Dates and high-fat 
dairy mixture 

Another way to gain 
weight is by incorporating a 
blend of  dates and milk into 
your daily diet. Dates are 
dried fruits that contain so 
many vitamins to ensure a 
rich life. Dairy products are 
a source of  protein; High-fat 
dairy products, as the name 
implies, have a high-fat 
concentration. Examples 
are whole milk, whipped 

cream, cheese and full 
cream yoghurt. A blend of  
any of  these with dates is a 
banger, my dears. 

Put your dates in a 
smoothie blender or any 
variation of  blender you 
have, add yoghurt and blend 
away. If  you are using 
powdered milk, it is advised 
to add lukewarm water to 
the mix to have a well-
blended mixture. 

3. Banana milkshake 
B a n a n a s  c o n t a i n 

fattening properties and 
calories that can aid weight 
gain. Add your preferred 
amount of  banana fingers 
into a blender, add 2 cups of  
milk (full creamed liquid 
milk), if  you have ice cream, 
you  can  add  a  scoop. 
Adding sugar is optional; 
b l e n d  t h i s ,  a n d  y o u r 

milkshake is ready. Take this 
in the morning and night 
and watch the wonders it 
will do in your body. 

4. Incorporate fattier 
cuts of  meat into your 
meals. 

Meats like chicken, 
pork, beef  etc., are good 
sources of  high content 
protein. . It is also advised to 
fry them instead of  just 
boiling them; frying helps to 
soak up oil which is a 
fattening agent. 

Other products you can 
add to your daily diet 
include dark chocolates, 
chocolate cakes, avocados 
and peanut butter. 

Staying consistent is 
vital; gaining weight doesn't 
happen in a day, so take it 
easy on yourself. 

6. If  you want your 
vegetables to be fresh all the 
time, make a solution with 
charcoal and leave your 
vegetables. 

7. Nowadays, people 
complain about the use of  
fertilizer on plants and 
vegetables, making them 
unhealthy and toxic. If  you 
have charcoal, you don't 
have to worry about it. All 
you need to do is leave the 
vegetables in a charcoal 
solution during the night 
and it will take care of  the 

toxins. 
8. If  you suspect that a 

food contains too many 
chemicals, simply drop 
them in a charcoal pan for a 
few hours and you are ready 
to leave. 

9. If  you want to whiten 
your  t ee th ,  don ' t  pay 
attention to all these ads on 
chemicals and bleaching 
t e c h n o l o g y.  J u s t  g e t 
c h a r c o a l  a n d  c a t c h  a 
plantain stem. Make a 
powder on charcoal, crush 
the end of  the plantain stem, 
soak in charcoal powder 
and brush your teeth for a 
week. 

10. Did you have a 
hangover after drinking 
with friends the previous 
night? Just have charcoal 
with you and chew on it. To 
make it more effective, 
make it a nice solution and 
drink. You're good at it. 

11. Did your peanut or 
palm soup go wrong? You 
don't have to worry about 
everything. Just put it on fire 
a n d  d r o p  a  p i e c e  o f  
charcoal. This will extract 
all the bad taste and smell 
and restore soup to its fresh 
state. It's a lot safer than 

eating chicken. 
1 2 .  D o  y o u  h a v e 

p imples,  acne  or  sk in 
disease that you really want 
to get rid of  or do you want a 
very smooth face or skin? 
All you need is charcoal. 
Make a thick solution and 
apply it on your body and 
leave it for a few hours 
before taking your bath. It 
will leave your skin fresh 
and fresh. 

13.  Do you have a 
persistent stain in your 
kitchen, bathroom or tiles? 
You really need charcoal to 
get rid of  it. I know you 
imagine how this black 
t e r r a z z o  p r o d u c t  c a n 
actually eliminate stain? Try 
it, it works like magic. 

14. If  you ate or drank 
something and you feel 
swollen, charcoal is the best 
so lut ion to  get  r id  of  
bloating. 

15. Make a solution and 
drink to help eliminate all 
the bad cholesterol you 
stored in you. Charcoal can 
treat all ulcers. Take the 
habit of  always chewing. 

1 6 .  H e a d a c h e ,  a 
teaspoon of  coal drink and 
you wi l l  ge t  re l i eved. 
Stomach aches, a teaspoon 
of  coal and evil goes away 

the next minute. You got 
hur t ,  pour  some  coa l 
powder and you will be 
alright. 

17.It treats diarrhea, 
amoeba,  in jur ies  (ash 
outside that its an antibiotic, 
it 's more than medical 
a l c o h o l ) ,  a n d  i n  t h e 
metaphysical field, coal 
aspires to negative elements 
or entities on the body, 
water to drink, bath (just 
some 2 or 3 pieces) and in 
houses (house corners a 
little salt). 

18. Constipation; you 
have done 3 days without 
going to the WC, croque 2 to 
4 pieces and you will go to 
the WC that same day. 

19. It's the sovereign 
d r u g  a g a i n s t  v i r u s e s 
including aids virus. He 
doesn't kill viruses, but he 
has the ability to neutralize 
them so that they are in the 
body and remain harmless. 

20. Coal also cures 
migraines. Charcoal also 
softens the influence of  chili 
either in the mouth or in the 
eyes. 

21. For ulcer we mix 
with sugar and for effective 
dental hygiene also mixed 
with lemon to brush. 

Surprising health benefits of charcoal

Nutritional values of sweet potatoes

Tested and trust home
remedies for weight gain 
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Foreign News

Australian mining billionaire
files lawsuit against Facebook
I

ron ore magnate Andrew For-
rest said on Thursday he is 
launching criminal proceedings 
against Meta Platform Inc’s 

Facebook in an Australian court, 
alleging that it breached anti-money 
laundering laws and its platform is 
used to scam Australians.

Forrest, Australia’s richest man 
and chairman of  Fortescue Metals 
Group, said he was taking the action 
to stop people losing money to click-
bait advertising scams, such as ones 
using his image to promote crypto-
currency schemes.

Andrew Forrest, Australian bil-
lionaire and Chief  Executive Officer 
of   Fortescue Metals Group do not 
undermine the drive for clean ener-
gy alternatives such as green hydro-
gen in London. The lawsuit filed by 
Forrest in the Magistrates Court of  
Western Australia alleges Facebook 
“failed to create controls or a cor-
porate culture to prevent its systems 
being used to commit crime.”

It also alleges Facebook was crimi -
nally reckless by not taking sufficient 
steps to stop criminals from using its 
social media platform to send scam 
advertisements to defraud Australi-
an users.

The lawsuit comes after Forrest 
said he made several requests asking 
Facebook to prevent his image from 
being used to promote investment 
plans, including in an open letter to 
Chief  Executive Mark Zuckerberg 
in November 2019.

Facebook, which changed its 
name to Meta last year, declined 
to comment on the lawsuit but said 
that in general it has always taken 
a “multifaceted approach” to stop 
such ads appearing and had blocked 
advertisers.

“We’re committed to keeping 
these people off  our platform,” a 
spokesperson for Meta said in an 

emailed statement.
Some advertisements, which have 

used Forrest’s image and claimed to 
promote cryptocurrency investment 
schemes, have appeared on Face-
book since March 2019, the lawsuit 
said.

“This action is being taken on 
behalf  of  those everyday Australi-
ans – Mums and Dads, Grans and 
Grandads – who work all their lives 
to gather their savings and to ensure 
those savings aren’t swindled away 
by scammers,” Forrest said in a 
statement.

Under Australian law, a private 
prosecution of  a foreign corporation 
for alleged offences under the Com-
monwealth Criminal Code requires 
the consent of  the country’s attorney 
general.

    “The Attorney-General has giv-
en her consent to the private prose-
cution against Facebook in relation 
to alleged offences under subsection 
400.7(2) of  the Criminal Code,” said 
Steven Lewis, principal of  Mark 
O’Brien Legal, which will represent 
Forrest in the case.

    The office of  Attorney General 
Michaelia Cash did not immediate-
ly respond to a request seeking com-
ment.     

If  Facebook is found guilty, it 
will face a maximum penalty of  
A$126,000 ($90,000) on each of  
three charges, Lewis said.

An initial hearing has been set for 
March 28, Forrest said.

In September last year, Forrest 
filed a separate civil case against 
Facebook in the Superior Court 
of  California, County of  San 
Mateo.

Facebook has been under pres-
sure in Australia after disagree-
ing initially with a new law that 
required it and Google to pay for 
links to media companies’ con-
tent. 

US President orders nearly 3,000 troops
to Eastern Europe to counter Russia

T
he United States will send 
nearly 3,000 extra troops 
to Poland and Romania 

to reinforce Eastern European 
NATO allies in the face of  what 
Washington describes as a Rus-
sian threat to invade Ukraine, 
U.S. officials said on Wednesday.

Russia, for its part, signalled 
it was in no mood for compro-
mise by mocking Britain, calling 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
“utterly confused” and ridiculing 
British politicians for their “stu-
pidity and ignorance”.

Moscow has massed more than 
100,000 troops near Ukraine’s 
borders. It denies any plan to 
invade its neighbour but says it 
could take unspecified military 
measures if  its demands are not 
met, including a promise by 
NATO never to admit Kyiv. read 
more

A Stryker squadron of  around 
1,000 U.S. service members based 
in Vilseck, Germany would be 
sent to Romania, the Pentagon 
said, while around 1,700 service 
members, mainly from the 82nd 
Airborne Division, would deploy 
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
to Poland. Three hundred other 
service members will move from 
Fort Bragg to Germany.

The objective, Pentagon spokes-
person John Kirby said, was to 
send a “strong signal” to Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin “and frankly, 
to the world, that NATO matters 
to the United States and it matters 
to our allies”.

“We know that he also bristles 
at NATO, about NATO. He’s 
made no secret of  that. We are 
making it clear that we’re going to 
be prepared to defend our NATO 
allies if  it comes to that. Hopeful-
ly it won’t come to that.”

Guinea-Bissau: Six killed in failed coup

Andrew Forrest, Australian billionaire and CEO, Fortescue Metals Group. 

Poland’s Defense Minister Mar-
iusz Blaszczak said in a tweet: 
“Strengthening the US presence 
in Poland by 1,700 troops is a 
strong signal of  solidarity in re-
sponse to possible Russian ag-
gression against Ukraine.” read 
more

Efforts to reach a diplomatic 
solution have faltered in recent 
weeks, with Western countries de-
scribing Russia’s main demands 
as non-starters and Moscow 
showing no sign of  withdrawing 
them.

Russia’s slurs aimed at Britain, 
which has staked out a tough po-
sition in recent weeks, were caus-
tic even by the Kremlin’s increas-
ingly confrontational standards.

Asked about plans for a phone 
call between Putin and John-
son, Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said: “It makes sense 
to speak to anybody. Russia and 

A
t least six people were 
killed in a failed attempt 
to overthrow Guin-

ea-Bissau’s President Umaro 
Sissoco Embalo, state radio said 
on Wednesday, as residents of  
the capital cautiously returned to 
daily life.

The dead in Tuesday’s inci-

dent included four assailants and 
two members of  the presidential 
guard, it said. Embalo had an-
nounced on Tuesday night that 
the situation was under control 
after gunfire rang out for more 
than five hours near a govern-
ment compound where he was 
holding a cabinet meeting.

President Putin are open to com-
municating with everyone. Even 
to someone who is utterly con-
fused, he is prepared to provide 
exhaustive explanations.”

Johnson, who cancelled a call 
with Putin on Monday to answer 
questions in parliament about 
accusations his staff  violated 
COVID-19 lockdown rules, vis-
ited Kyiv on Tuesday where he 
accused Russia of  holding a gun 
to Ukraine’s head.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
mocked Johnson’s foreign secre-
tary, Liz Truss, for saying Britain 
was sending supplies to its “Baltic 
allies across the Black Sea” – two 
bodies of  water that are on oppo-
site sides of  Europe.

“Mrs Truss, your knowledge of  
history is nothing compared to 
your knowledge of  geography,” 
Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Maria Zakharova wrote in 
a blog post. “If  anyone needs sav-
ing from anything, it’s the world, 
from the stupidity and ignorance 
of  British politicians.”

The West African country, 
which has a population of  about 
two million, has now seen 10 
coups or attempted coups since 
independence from Portugal in 
1974. Only one democratically 
elected president has completed 
a full term.

It remains unclear who was 
behind the attack, which Emba-
lo said was not only a failed coup 
but an assassination attempt.

In a video, the president sug-
gested that not all units of  the 
army were involved but that the 
attackers may have been linked 
to the drug trade.

Guinea-Bissau is known as 
a major transit point for Latin 
American cocaine headed for 
Europe, contributing to its per-
petual instability.

The Economic Community 
of  West African States (ECOW-
AS) commission president Jean-
Claude Kassi Brou, said the 
army was responsible, adding in 
a Twitter post on Wednesday: “I 
welcome the failure of  the mili-
tary coup attempt in Guinea-Bis -
sau, which was an attack on de-
mocracy and the people”.

The main road linking the city 
centre to the airport remained 
closed on Wednesday morning 
since it goes past the presiden-
tial palace, but banks and shops 
had reopened and people were 
venturing out, a Reuters reporter 
said.
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Are you comfortable with the 
situation in Abia State?

I don’t think that there’s 
any development loving Abian 
that’ll be comfortable with the 
situation in Abia State. As of  
now, nobody is comfortable 
with the level of  Abia State.

How do you rate Abia since the 
return of  democracy in 1999? 

Starting from when Orji 
Uzor-Kalu was Governor, 
we started having issues of  
development. There was 
no solid foundation on the 
ground for the development of  
Abis state. That same process 
was handed over to Theodore 
Ahamefula Orji who 
completely brought everything 
in shambles and made Abia 
State to be seen outside here as 
the worst state in Nigeria. 

Now, when Okezie Ikpeazu 
came on board in 2015, some 
of  us believed that as someone 
coming from the academic 
world, he’ll be able to bring a 
new development strategy for 
Abia State but as we speak, 
we’ve not seen anything 
from the present Governor 
of  Abia State. In fact he has 
made some of  us believe that 
not even pure academics can 
bring development to Abia. 
It’s obvious we don’t just 
need someone with sound 
educational background. 
What we need is an extra 
quality that will enable such a 
person to be a true leader.

What type of  Governor do you 
think Abians should vote in 
2023?

We’ve never voted anyone 
that has the true heart of  
governance. That’s what 
we are lacking. Now, my 
suggestion is that for us to 
have a new direction, we 
need somebody who is a core 

industrialist who is a natural 
philanthropist, not those 
emergency philanthropists 
who appear good only during 
an election period. 

A natural philanthropist 
has it in him or her to always 
ensure the happiness of  others. 
Governance is all about 
ensuring the happiness of  
others. If  that is not ensured, 
there’s no governance. 
A natural philanthropist 
wherever he is provides 
things that make a majority 
of  people around him happy. 
So, a core industrialist who is 
also a natural philanthropist 
is what Abia needs in 2023 so 
he transfers his qualities into 
governance.

Do you think we have such 
people you’re talking about in 
Abia State?

Yes, they’re many here. The 
only thing is that they may not 
be in politics, but from what 
we’re seeing, there are such 
core industrialists and natural 
philanthropists here in Abia. 
From 1999 till today, we’ve not 
been able to have such a leader. 

We may have had chartered 
politicians or career politicians, 
but they don’t have those 
qualities necessary for Abia’s 
development. That natural 
quality is not there. Okezie 
Ikpeazu is well educated but 
that natural quality to provide 
happiness for others is not 
there. 

What’s your view about the Abia 
charter of  equity that calls for 
rotational governorship which is 
currently causing problems?

The truth is that Abia 
charter of  equity was chartered 
in 2007 and that was the 
beginning of  the problem. 
Historically, when Abia was 
created, the charter of  equity 
was agreed upon by the Old 

Aba Zone and the Old Bende 
Zone on how governorships 
position should go around 
both zones. Remember, 
the Old Aba Zone has nine 
Local Government Areas 
while the Old Bende Zone 
has eight Local Government 
Areas completing our state to 
seventeen Local Government 
Areas. 

In 1999, somebody from 
Old Bende Zone, Orji Uzor-
Kalu became a Governor of  
Abia State and had eight years. 
The charter of  equity was never 
an issue of  Senatorial zone 
rotational governorship. It was 
about the two political zones. 
So, after the eight-year of  Orji 
Uzor-Kalu, we expected that 
we move from Old Bende to 
Aba Zone. Yes, he went to 
Abia Central Senatorial zone 
to pick his successor, but his 
successor Theodore Orji is also 
from Old Bende even though 
his Senatorial zone is Abia 
Central. 

Orji Uzor-Kalu should have 
gone for someone from Old 
Aba Zone who is also from 
Abia Central because in Abia 
Central Senatorial zone, three 
Local Government Areas: 
Osisioma, Isiala-Ngwa South 
and Isiala-Ngwa North are 
of  the Old Aba Zone while 
Ikwuano, Umuahia North and 
Umuahia South are of  the Old 
Bende Zone. By implications, 
Old Bende Zone has done 
sixteen years and that’s the 
truth. So, if  anybody is talking 
about equity, the Old Aba 
Zone should have their own 
sixteen years. 

However, the issue of  where 
a Governor comes from is not 
important to me. Even if  the 
person is from either of  the old 
political zones what we should 
be looking for is someone who 
is a natural philanthropist and 
a core industrialist that can 
help make our state to develop. 
Irrespective of  where the next 

Governor comes from, what 
matters to me is what he has to 
offer.

What’s your take on the role of  
Abia House of  Assembly in the 
governance of  the state? 

The truth is that Abia 
State House of  Assembly is a 
toothless bulldog. Why did I 
say that? Most of  the legislators 
in Abia State are appendages 
of  the executive. Their scripts 
are written by the executive. 
So, whenever you see them in 
the legislative chamber, what 
they are simply doing is to act 
on the script written by the 
executive. 

I see them as people 
who have abandoned their 
autonomy, gone to the House 
to feed their selfish interests. 
They don’t care about what 
their constituents are passing 
through. They’ve failed in 
terms of  having oversight in 
what the executive is doing. 
They should have autonomy, 
but they have not done 
anything good. That arm of  
government has not lived up to 
expectations.

What’s your message to Abians 
as 2023 is fast approaching? 

My message is very simple. 
We’ve been ruled by those 
we’re better than because of  
our acts of  apathy. Because we 
don’t get involved, we’re ruled, 
led and controlled by people 
we’re better than. Some of  
us are saying that votes don’t 
count, I want them to realize 
that our votes count. In fact, 
it has started counting in Abia 
State. Rome was not built in a 
day. 

Of  course, we knew in the 
past it was not counting, but 
gradually people are beginning 
to gain consciousness and if  
we don’t get involved, those 
people who are bad will 
remain in the system. So, 
for us to get them out of  the 
system, we must get involved. 
I cannot do it alone without 
others coming out with their 
PVCs and helping in educating 
our people to get involved in 
the electoral process. If  we can 
do this needful, we’ll get Abia 
correct in 2023.

Interview

C
omrade Martins Jaja is the convener of the Ikenmeri 
Movement and promoter of the Vote Project 
Initiative. In this interview with Nonye Udumiri, 

he speaks on the type of Governor Abia State should elect 
in 2023, he explained the reasons behind the stagnation of 
development in Abia State and the failure of Abia House 
of Assembly to make the Executive arm of Government 
live up to expectations

Jaja
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x - G e r m a n y  b o s s EJo a c h i m  L o w  i s 
repor tedly  set  to 

become the new manager of  
Turkish giants Fenerbahce in 
the summer, meaning an 
awkward reunion wi th 
Mesut Ozil.

Low has taken some 
time away from the game 
after 14 years in charge of  the 
German national team, 
leaving his post last summer 
after his side lost to England 
in the last-16 of  Euro 2020.

ormer Nigeria head Fcoach, Gernot Rohr 
has dismissed reports 

linking him to the vacant 
Black Stars coaching job.

Re c a l l  t h a t  G h a n a 
sacked Milovan Rajevac after 
t h e  B l a c k  S t a r s  w e r e 
eliminated from the 2021 
Afr ica  Cup of  Nations, 
AFCON.

Rohr was reported as one 
of  the candidates to replace 
Milovan Rajevac ahead of  
Ghana's 2022 FIFA World 
Cup playoff  against Nigeria in 
March.

But the German tactician 
h a s  n o w  d e n i e d  b e i n g 
contacted for the vacant 
position.

The 68-year-old stated 
that it would be difficult to 
coach another team against 

the Super Eagles of  Nigeria.
“I don't have any agent 

and nobody is intensifying 
my candidature to coach 
G h a n a , ”  R o h r  t o l d 
newsmen.

“ O f  c o u r s e,  s o m e 
countries contacted me and 
not me contacting them.

“It would be difficult for 
me to fight against my 
former team,” he added 
when pressed further on why 
he doesn't want the Ghana 
job.

Rohr was sacked as 
Super Eagles head coach just 
a few weeks before the 
commencement of  the 2021 
AFCON in Cameroon.

He was replaced by 
Augustine Eguavoen on an 
interim basis.

a p o l i  d o c t o r , 

NGianpaolo Tartaro 
has expressed his 

elation with the speed of  
Victor Osimhen's recovery, 
a n d  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
Nigerian talisman could soon 
be able to play without using a 
face mask.

The Nigeria international 
sustained a severe facial injury 
when he collided with Milan 
Skriniar in their 3-2 loss to 
Inter Milan in the Serie A last 
November.

Because of  the injury, the 

h e  C O V I D - 1 9 Tpandemic has left 
Europe's clubs with a 

massive seven billion euro-
c r a t e r  i n  t h e i r  b a n k 
accounts, a UEFA report 
concluded on Thursday. 

The virus-disrupted 
past two seasons, with many 
games played to empty 
t e r r a c e s ,  e n d e d  a n 
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r i s e  i n 
revenue over the previous 20 
years. 

Wi th  ga te  r ece ip t s 
decimated, sponsorship 
down and television rights 
receipts hit, clubs suffered a 
four billion euros hit in 
2019-2020, and three billion 
in 2020-2021. 

Lockdowns imposed to 
curb the spread of  the virus 
that has killed nearly 2 
million in Europe and 5.69 
million worldwide cut off  
the clubs' financial lifeblood 
– the fans.

Ticket sales dived by 
4.4bn euros, while the report 
forecast a 1.7bn drop in 
sponsorship, and 0.9bn 
reduction in television 
rights. 

T h e s e  f i g u r e s 
correspond with the forecast 
losses contained in UEFA's 
report in May 2021 which 
put at 7.2bn euros the loss 
for Europe's 711 top flight 
sides. 

The latest UEFA study 
includes the consolidated 
results of  these same 711 
clubs for the year 2020, as 

well as the anticipated 
financial statements of  95 
major teams for the year 
2021, particularly marked 
by games played behind 
closed doors.  

These long months of  
empty stadiums have caused 
a  d r a s t i c  d e c r e a s e  i n 
t i c k e t i n g  r e v e n u e s , 
plummeting by 88 percent in 
2021 compared to 2019. 

“ R e v e n u e s  d u e  t o 
transfers decreased by 40 per 
cent during the summer 
2020, January 2021 and 

aris Saint-Germain Pc o a c h ,  M a u r i c i o 
Pochettino, has told a 

number of  friends that he 
wants to leave the club.

Foot Mercato indicates 
that Pochettino is not happy 
at PSG, and wants to depart 
in the summer.

The Argentine coach, 
whose side are top of  Ligue 
1, is not happy with the 
general structure at PSG and 
has a poor relationship with 
sporting director, Leonardo.

Pochettino is heavily 
linked to the Manchester 
United job, who will be 
without a manager in the 
s u m m e r  w h e n  R a l f  
Rangnick's interim spell 
comes to an end.

The Argentine may 
fancy another crack at the 
Premier League, with a 

team that would have a lot 
more financial power than 
he was able to access at 
T o t t e n h a m  o r 
Southampton.

summer  2021  t rans fe r 
windows” compared to their 
original level, the European 
body pointed out.

European clubs spent 
3.8 billion euros in the 
summer of  2021, compared 
to 6.5 billion in the summer 
transfer window of  2019.  

But UEFA also stressed 
signs of  recovery have been 
observed in recent months 
as “fans seem to have more 
appetite than ever to return 
to the stadium”. 

It also noted a rebound 

in the January transfer 
window which closed on 
Monday with an estimated 
950 million euros spent last 
month in Europe, according 
to UEFA.  

A total down only 10 
percent compared to the 
average winter transfer 
window between 2017 and 
2019.

The activity of  French 
Ligue 1 clubs on the market 
halved between the summer 
of  2019 and the summer of  
2021,  wi th  a  negat ive 
balance — 400 million euros 
spent against 372 million 
received.  

V i c t i m s  o f  t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e i r 
broadcaster Mediapro, the 
starting point for a fall in 
their television revenues, 
Ligue 1 clubs have been 
among the hardest hit in 
E u r o p e,  w i t h  o ve r a l l 
revenues down 29 percent 
s i n c e  M a r c h  2 0 2 0 , 
compared with around 20 
p e r c e n t  f o r  E n g l a n d , 
Germany and Spain, and 26 
percent for Italy.  

B e t we e n  2 0 1 9  a n d 
2020, Paris Saint-Germain 
saw its income drop by 15 
percent, to 560 million 
euros.  

The Qatar-bankrolled 
French giants are among the 
Top 5 highest earners in 
Europe, behind Barcelona, 
Re a l  M a d r i d ,  B aye r n 
Munich and Manchester 
United.  

23-year-old had to undergo an 
operation, and he was ruled 
out of  action for two to three 
months.

Though his time on the 
sidelines was cut short after a 
face mask was designed for 
him, Osimhen still missed out 
on the Africa Cup of  Nations.

However, he played 20 
minutes of  action two weeks 
ago in Napoli's 2-0 victory 
over Bologna and underwent 
a check-up on Tuesday.

“Osimhen no longer has 
scarring or swelling, his 

biological response to the 
f rac tures  i s  be t te r  than 
expected,” Doctor Tartaro 
told Calcio Napoli as per 
Radio Kiss Kiss. “Every time, 
he manages to recover quicker 
than we thought.

“From today, we have 
s t a r t e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e 
protect ive mask he wil l 
already wear with Venezia. 
Fortunately, the supports on 
which we have downloaded 
can be modified because the 
callus has formed.

“We have also listened to 

his requests to open the view a 
little. We have enlarged his 
eyeball, both the upper and 
lower part.”

“Surely, the mask gives 
him some difficulty but it's the 
only thing that allows him to 
play.

“ U n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  
February, he will certainly 
wear a mask, then after the 
control scan, it will be decided 
whether he can take it off  or 
continue to wear it in March,” 
Tartaro added.

According to reports, the 
61-year-old has agreed to 
take charge at Fenerbahce 
after this season, despite his 
feud with former Arsenal 
star Ozil.

O z i l  r e t i r e d  f r o m 
international football after 
the 2018 World Cup after 
accusing the German FA of  
being complicit of  'racism 
and disrespect'.

The  p laymaker  was 
photographed with Turkey's 
controvers ia l  pres ident 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
ahead of  the World Cup in 
Russia, triggering outrage in 
Germany.

Yet Low has recently 
spoken about wanting to 
bury the hatchet with Ozil. 
The pair did win the 2014 
World Cup together in 
Brazil.

“Mesut  l eav ing  the 
nat iona l  team wi thout 
consulting me beforehand 
w a s  a  g r e a t  h u m a n 
disappointment for me,” 

Low said.
“The time will come 

when we will talk or meet 
again. At some point, the day 
will come when we will talk 
things out and put everything 
aside.

“These memories will 
then also be positive for us. 
H e  wa s  a n  i n c r e d i b ly 
important and great player 
with great skills.” 

O z i l  m ove d  t o  t h e 
Turkish club last January 
after his £350,000-a-week 
contract at Arsenal was 
terminated.

Former Germany boss, Joachim Low set for Fenerbahce job

Osimhen's recovery shocks Napoli surgeon

Nigeria vs Ghana: Rohr plays
down coaching Black Stars

COVID-19 cost Europe's clubs €7bn -UEFA

Man Utd target, Pochettino
heading for PSG exit
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OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

PochettinoPochettinoPochettino
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The fresh news people

SPORTS
Park in October, is believed 
to be Albion's No 1 choice 
following the departure of  
the unpopular Ismael and 
the appointment of  former 
Chelsea supremo Ron 
Gourlay as chief  executive, 
in place of  Xu Ke.

B r u c e  h a s  w o n 
promotion to the Premier 
L e a g u e  w i t h  b o t h 
Birmingham and Hull 

while also leading Aston 
Villa to the play-off  final in 
2018. Albion believe he has 
the pedigree and experience 
to stabilise a team heading 
in the wrong direction.

West Brom would hope 
to have Bruce at the helm by 
the time they face Sheffield 
United – another of  his 
former clubs – on February 
9.

ormer Newcastle Fboss, Steve Bruce, is 
being linked with the 

West Brom job.
According to reports, 

Bruce is poised to make a 
dramatic return to football 
with West Brom after the 
Championship club sacked 
Valerien Ismael.

The former Newcastle 
manager, who left St James' 

ormer heavyweight Fc h a m p i o n , 
Wladimir Klitshcko, 

h a s  s i g n e d  u p  t o  t h e 
Ukrainian army amid rising 
tensions with Russia.

T h e  U k r a i n i a n 
government are bracing 
themselves for an imminent 
i n v a s i o n  f r o m  t h e i r 
n e i g h b o u r s  f o l l ow i n g 
V l a d i m i r  P u t i n ' s 
de p loyment  o f  near ly 
90,000 Russian troops to the 
border.

And Klitschko has 
joined his country's army 

reser ves to defend his 
h o m e l a n d  s h o u l d  t h e 
situation escalate to all-out 
war.

The 45-year-old star 
told CNBC: “I signed up as 
a reserve for the territorial 
forces, for defending the city 
of  Kiev.

“Because of  everything 
that is currently going on 
around Ukraine and the 
aggression from the Russian 
side.

“For  weeks  i f  not 
months, there have been 

reports on how serious this 
is.

“One distr ict  from 
here, my little girl is going to 
school.

“ T h e  s c h o o l  i s 

s h l e y  C o l e  h a s 

Areunited with former 
C h e l s e a  a n d 

England team-mate Frank 
Lampard after agreeing to 
join Everton as first-team 
coach. 

Lampard was hired as 
Everton manager on Monday 
and moved quickly to take 
Cole with him to Goodison 
Park. 

Cole and Lampard were 
team-mates at Chelsea from 
2006 to 2014, winning a host 
of  trophies including the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  a n d 
Champions League. 

The 41-year-old former 
left-back also played under 
Lampard at  second-t ier 
Derby before retiring in 2019.

Cole's new role will not 
impac t  h i s  du t i e s  wi th 
England Under-21s, where he 
is the assistant to head coach 
Lee Carsley. 

“I'm delighted to add 
Ashley into my backroom 
team. Everyone knows about 
his superb playing career and 
what he has achieved in the 
g a m e,”  L a m p a r d  t o l d 
E v e r t o n ' s  w e b s i t e  o n 

Thursday. 
“ H e  i s  n ow  a  we l l -

respected coach, which has 
been recognised by his work 
with England Under-21s. 

“He'll bring a wealth of  
en thus ia sm,  game-p lay 
experience and is a very good 
young coach who adds 
strength to our coaching 
staff.” 

Cole had worked as a 
youth academy coach at 
Chelsea while Lampard was 
f i r s t - t e a m  m a n a g e r  a t 
Stamford Bridge. 

“I was thrilled when 
Frank asked me to join him at 
Everton,” said Cole.  

“ T h i s  i s  a  b r i l l i a n t 
opportunity with a fantastic 
club and I am coming here to 
work hard and try to help 
bring success to Everton. 

“The chance to link up 
again with Frank was another 
huge draw.” 

Lampard,  sacked by 
C h e l s e a  l a s t  Ja n u a r y, 
replaced Rafael Benitez at 
Everton and will take charge 
of  the club for the first time in 
Saturday's FA Cup fourth-
round clash with Brentford. 

currently closed because the 
ambassadors have sent the 
families home.

“It is the love, the love 
for my city. It has brought 
me here today for the love of  

my home, family, neighbors, 
and daughter.

“I took this initiative. I 
am now taking part in this 
territorial defense.”

Superpowers around 

the world – including the 
USA and NATO – have 
warned Russia they will 
retaliate if  they attack the 
Ukraine.

Ex-Newcastle boss, Bruce linked
with West Brom job

Boxing legend, Wladimir Klitschko signs up to Ukrainian Army

EPL: Ashley Cole reunites
with Lampard at Everton 

Handling relationship conflicts
without losing your partner 

Tested and trust home
remedies for weight gain 

KlitschkoKlitschkoKlitschko

BruceBruceBruce


