
EISSN: 2736-0548FRIDAY 18 – SATURDAY 19, FEBRUARY, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 19

Pg. 12

Pg. 9

Pg. 3

Pg. 10, 11

Pg. 14

2023: North
using
aspirants of
less chance
against
South East

Ambush

Abia Govt expresses shock as gunmen
kill 8 traders
Zoning will solve
political crisis in
Enugu – Nwobodo

COVID-19: Imo Govt
to embark on
door-to-door vaccination

Female celebrities open
about cosmetic surgery,
Brazilian butt lifts 

ObiozorObiozorObiozor

BuhariBuhariBuhari



2023: Southeast must produce next 
president, Igbo elders insist
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 News

By Ikenna Orioha

H
elpless innocent 
citizens of  Imo 
State have lamented 

alleged killing, maiming 
and abduction by security 
agents who they said are 

Citizens lament killings, abductions
by security agents in Imo

paid with tax payers money 
to protect life and property.

They fingered Army, 
Police and Ebubeagu 
Vigilante for going from 
house to house to kill, maim 
and adopt young men on 
sight in the name of  fishing 

out criminals.
Speaking during a Phone-

in Programs on Ozisa FM 
and Hot FM in Owerri 
on Wednesday, the callers 
alleged that from February 
1st to date, insecurity 
had been heightened 

with killing, injuring and 
arresting innocent citizens 
particularly young men 
at Oru West, Oru East, 
Ahiazu Mbaise, Orlu, Orsu, 
Oguta and Ohaji/Egbema 
local government areas of  
Imo State.

APC Chairman charges members on unity, loyalty
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he members of  the All 
Progressive Congress 
(APC), have been 

charged to shun any act that 
may divide them, but remain 
united, committed and 
tolerant while being loyal and 
supportive to Governor Hope 
Uzodimma to move the party 
forward and achieve more 
success for the state.

This charge was given by the 
Imo State Chairman of  APC, 
Hon. Macdonald Kelechi 
Ebere, during the official 

inauguration of  the members 
of  State Working Committee 
(SWC) and State Executive 
Committee (SEC) of  the APC, 
held at the party’s secretariat 
Owerri on Wednesday.

He told the APC executive to 
be committed, dedicate more 
time and energy to solidify the 
party to make it a household 
name at the grassroots so that 
the party will be victorious at 
the poll.

“Dedicate more time to 
our party. The only way to 
make APC more attractive 
to the people is to take it to 

Mbaise journalists condemn invasion,
destruction of houses in Mbaise by 
security operatives

T
he recent invasion and 
destruction of  houses 
in Umuonyeoka Ihit-

teafoukwu and Okponkume 
communities, Ahiazu Mbaise 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State by security oper-
atives, over suspected mem-
bers of  the Eastern Security 
Network, has recieved the 
condemnation of  members 
of  Federation of  Mbaise Me-
dia Professionals (FMMP).

In a press release that was 
signed by FMMP Chairman 
and Secretary, Comrade 
Eze Adiuku and Augustine 
Agwulonu respectively, the 
group decried the burning of  
houses by security personnel 
on suspicion that a member 
of  the family who is at large 
is a member of  the ESN.

FMMP release reads: “The 
attention of  the Federation 
of  Mbaise Media Profes-
sionals has been drawn to 
news emanating from Umu-
onyeoka Ihitteafoukwu and 
Okponkume communities in 
Ahiazu Mbaise Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State 
on the wanton destruction of  
properties by suspected secu-
rity agents.

“The FMMP heard it in 
good authority that joint se-
curity operatives (military 
and police) in their large 

numbers on Saturday, Febru-
ary 12, 2022 invaded the two 
communities in search of  sus-
pected members of  Eastern 
Security Network (ESN) and 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB)

“The Security operatives 
were said to have invaded 
the two communities to ar-
rest an alleged ESN member, 
Mr. Uche Madu. When they 
could not arrest thr said sus-
pect, they went straight to set 
ablaze the house of  his sib-
lings, Mr Sonnyval and Uche 
Madu.

“Reports also had it that 
the security operatives went 
to apprehend one Mr. Ekene 
popularly known as Ekeson 
and equally set his family 
house ablaze.

“The FMMP condemns in 
very strong terms this gestapo 
style of  invasion and destruc-
tion of  properties by suspect-
ed security operatives in Imo 
State, an occurrence that has 
been on the rise.

“We want to ask: When 
has it become the law in Ni-
geria, for Security operatives 
to destroy the property of  
an alleged suspects without 
judicial prosecution? What 
becomes the fate of  persons 
whose lives or properties are 
destroyed in clear cases of  

the grassroots. You have the 
responsibility to drive the 
party at the rural communities 
because the opposition is not 
sleeping. Hence, go back to 
your families, wards, LGAs 
and tell them of  the need to 
join and support APC. Help 
me, help the Governor and 
support the party to maintain 
good governance and internal 
democracy”, he said.

While reassuring the party 
“of  our shared commitment 
to building a brand new APC, 
a popular party that meets the 
realistic expectations of  all 

They decried that the 
Nigeria Army, Police and 
identified men of  Ebubeagu 
Vigilante on uniforms 
allegedly came to Orlu 
(Okporo), Ahiazu Mbaise 
(Ihitte Afor- Ukwu), 
(Awomamma) Oru East, 
Oguta and Orsu, killed and 
adopted countless number 
of  innocent civilians with 
government keeping mute.

“I’m calling from the 
bush where we are hiding 
for our dear lives. This is 
the 3rd day of  sleeping at 
the river side. Oru East 
and Oru West, are ghost 
towns. Ebubeagu Vigilante 
came, killed, maimed 
men and forced small 
boys out and took them to 
unknown destinations and 
till now no one known their 
whereabouts. We are living 
in perplexity and fear and 
government does nothing 
to stop the killing and 
abduction”.

While two callers from 
Orlu and Ahiazu Mbaise 
lamented that “men of  
Ebubeagu Vigilante on 
uniforms and stormed Orlu, 
Orsu and Ahiazu Mbaise 
on 13th and 14th February 

2022, burnt properties, 
killed and adopted residents 
from their homes without no 
justifiable provocation. We 
call on government to stop 
the killing and abduction 
and make security of  life 
and property a priority by 
squarely addressing issues 
that give rise to security 
challenges. Because life has 
been quite unbearable in all 
parts of  Imo State given to 
maladministration, neglect, 
corruption, unemployment 
and underdevelopment”.

Commenting, a 
concerned indigene of  
Etekwuru, Egbema, Hon. 
Uchenna Damian, said that 
“failure of  government to 
reflect good governance and 
internal democracy instigate 
poverty, hardship, suffering 
and violence. It is sad that 
scores of  innocent people 
were gruesomely murdered 
by unknown armed men 
at Ohaji/Egbema, just as 
lives were lost at Oguta with 
no clear reason. We need 
peace and security. Let this 
carnage stop in Imo State. 
We are peace-loving people 
who prefer comfort to 
crisis”.

mistaken identity?
“The FMMP does not sup-

port the unlawful activities of  
any individual or group, es-
pecially when such activities 
portend danger to the lives 
and properties of  law-abiding 
citizens.

“As bona fide citizens and 
members of  the fourth estate 
of  the realm, we cannot fold 
our hands but have a duty to 
hold government to account. 
This is so because the very 
essence of  Government is to 
protect lives and properties”.

The media group urged 
Governor Hope Uzodimma, 
Imo Commissioner of  Police 
and Brigade Commander 
to identify the security op-
eratives that are behind the 
invasion and destruction of  
houses, apparently to let the 
full arm of  the law to take its 
course.

“We call on the Imo State 
Government led by His Ex-
cellency, Sen. Hope Uzodim-
ma, Imo State Commissioner 
of  Poluce, CP Rabiu Hussain 
and the Army Brigade Com-
mander at Obinze to use their 
good offices to fish out those 
officers behind this unfortu-
nate trend of  extra-judicial 
action that is clearly against 
both the suspect and innocent 
Imo citizens.”

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

N
otable personalities 
from the Southeast, 
under the aegis of  Igbo 

Elders Consultative Forum, 
IECF, have insisted that their 
geopolitical zone must produce 
the next president of  Nigeria.

They also threatened 
heavy sanctions against any 
Igbo politician who accepts 
to be presidential running 
mate to any person outside the 
Southeast zone.

 The Chairman of  the 
forum and former Governor 
of  Anambra State, Chief  
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, made 
the remarks while speaking 
to journalists in Abuja on 
Wednesday.

Present at the briefing 
were the former Minister 
of  Education; Prof. S. C 
Madubuike; Secretary-General 

of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo (FCT 
chapter), Dr. Nkonye Kingsley; 
His Royal Majesty, Igwe Ibe 
Nwosu, among several leading 
Igbo scholars and traditional 
title holders.

Ezeife insisted that it is 
either the Southeast is allowed 
to produce the Nigeria’s next 
president in 2023 or the region 
will quit the country. 

He said, “emboldened 
by the increasing demand 
and support by credible and 
patriotic Nigerians for power 
to shift to the South in 2023, 
the Igbo Elders Forum hereby 
encouraged visionary, credible 
and creative presidential 
materials of  South East zone 
to declare their intension for 
Presidency and pursue it with 
every sense of  seriousness, 
vigour and commitment. 

“We are very serious about 
this directive, and do not mean 
those unserious bootlickers, 

who are angling to be running 
mates to candidates from 
other parts of  the country, 
as the Igbos will not take it 
lightly with any of  our sons 
or daughters who accept to be 
running mates to any person 
outside the South East zone in 
2023. 

“It is either we are 
allowed to produce the 
president of  this country in 
2023 to change the appalling 
narrative of  continued decay, 
poverty, insecurity, poor 
governance, corruption and 
maladministration in Nigeria 
or out of  it. No half  measure, 
as serious sanctions will be 
visited on any Igbo man or 
woman that sabotages this 
noble and patriotic decision 
of  our people to provide for 
Nigeria a credible, visionary 
and creative president.

“Legally, morally, and 
strategically, it is the turn of  
the Southeast to produce the 
next president of  the country 
as the other zones have been 
given the opportunity to serve 
this country in that capacity.”

Ezeife also argued that it is 
not just for the sake of  equity, 
justice and fairness, but also 
for a change of  narrative of  
Nigeria, which he described as 
the sleeping giant of  Africa. 

In the same vein, the 
Secretary of  IECF, Prof. 
Charles Nwekeaku, warned 
that any political party that 
does not zone its presidential 
ticket to the Southeast will lose 
the region’s votes.

“We are waiting for them 
(political parties), as they will 
meet their Waterloo this time, 
if  they insist on shortchanging 
the Southeast people this rare 
opportunity of  producing a 
credible, patriotic, detribalised 
and dynamic president of  
Nigeria in 2023,” he said.

persons through the provision 
of  equal opportunities and 
privileges”, the State APC 
Chairman promised to run 
an open door policy”, vowing 
that his leadership “will seek 
to employ internal mechanism 
to resolving contentious issues 
among members” to be able to 
maintain internal democracy.

He called on all party 
members in the state to renew 
their commitment, support 
and solidarity to the party, its 
leadership, as well as the shared 
prosperity  administration 
championed by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, who he described 
as a performing governor and 
a core democrat who believes 
in humanity, stating that 
the party will demonstrate 
collective strength to be able 
to win the forthcoming Ngor-
Okpala State Constituency 
Bye-election.

Man dies after sex with girl in hotel 
By Godson Nwosu,
PHC

A 
young man has been 
confirmed dead after 
checking into a hotel 

room with a young lady 
along Ada-George axis of  
Port Harcourt in Obio-Akpor 
Local Government Area of  
Rivers State.

The man whose identify 
is yet to be ascertained 
reportedly died in the hotel 
early hours of  Wednesday 

A guest in the hotel who 
did not want his name 
mentioned in an interview 
with journalists said at about 
2am, the lady who checked 
in with the deceased raised 
alarm that the man she came 
with has slumped.

According to the guest, 

the manager of  the hotel 
and security men rushed the 
man to hospital where he was 
confirmed dead.

Sources at the hotel 
disclosed that the lady 
informed them that the 
deceased took drink 
suspected to be mixed 
with a lot local content, 
commonly known as man 
power at a local gin joint 
on Tuesday night before 
checking in with her.

News Echo gathered 
from a senior officer at the 
Rumupakani Police Station 
that the manager and the lady 
have been detained while 
the case is expected to be 
transferred to State Criminal 
Investigation and Intelligence 
Department Port Harcourt 
for further investigation.
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Imo Revenue Service sets deadline for
filing of Personal Income Tax

News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Governor-elect, Pro-
fessor Chukwuma 

Soludo, has made the Or-
dinary National Diploma 
(OND) the  minimum quali-
fication for appointments of   
commissioners and other 
political appointees in his 
administration

This was made known in 
the expression of  interest 
form for those seeking such 
appointments in his govern-
ment that is expected to be 
inaugurated on March 17.

In the form, the following 
qualifications were listed as 
qualifications for appoint-
ments in the emerging gov-
ernment: High School Di-
ploma, National Certificate 
in Education (NCE), 

Higher National Diploma 
( HND), Ordinary National 
Diploma (OND), Bachelor 
degrees, Master’s and PhD 
degrees).

In an announcement 
signed by Soludo himself, 
calling for expression of  in-
terest for such jobs, the Gov-
ernor-elect said the develop-

Soludo makes OND minimum 
qualification for political appointees

ment was in fulfillment of  
his campaign promise.

He said, “As stated in our 
manifesto and repeated dur-
ing the election campaigns, 
I have committed to giving 
everyone who has the requi-
site competencies, capabili-
ties, and relevant valuable 
contributions to the good 
governance of  Anambra 
State an opportunity to do 
so. 

“Therefore, to enable an 
accessible, open, credible, 
and competitive process, I 
have approved the launch 
of  the online system to col-
lect information on avail-
able competencies, experi-
ences, and passion through 
a platform.

“This platform is de-
signed for Ndi Anambra 
to “Express Interest ‘’ in 
volunteering or seeking a 
political appointment or 
career in paid public service 
positions. This Talent Da-
taBank offers a transparent 
and level playing field for 
talent search and team se-
lection processes that are 
consistent with our vision. 

“We hope to attract prob-
lem-solvers with passion, 

Mr. Ignatius Anaele Okereafor being crowned the titleship of Nze by the Okpor 1 of Umuokpo Autonomous Community 
of Owerri West LGA, by His Royal Highness, Eze Eunan Eke recently.

competence, capacity, and 
integrity who are interested 
in joining a team of  other 
selfless public servants to 
transform Anambra State 
into a livable and prosper-
ous smart megacity. 

“We have a comprehen-
sive outline of  political of-
fices, public service, and 

volunteer options on the 
Talent DataBank platform 
to choose what aligns with 
your competencies, experi-
ences, and passion. 

“Please write in the rel-
evant section of  the form 
your Value Proposition that 
shows what problem (s) you 
would like to solve for An-

2023: North using aspirants of less chances against Southern presidential prospects

By Bright C. J. Okereke

P
relude to the February 
2023 general election, 
the major political 

discourse especially as 
it concerns the nations 
presidential seat is between 
the North and South of  
Nigeria, which region will 
produce the next president.

Stemming on  “a 
gentleman’s agreement” 
by politicians, and political 
parties in Nigeria to rotate 
the “Office of  President” 
between the North and 
Southern regions of  the 
country, the odds appear 
to favour Southern Nigeria 
in 2023 as President 
Muhammadu Buhari from 
the North is rounding off  
his eight-year tenure of  two 
terms of  four years each 
in May 2023.  The South 
is therefore expected to 
produce the president for 
the country.

The agitation has been 
intense for the recognized 
political parties, particularly 
the two dominant political 
parties; the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
and opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
– to zone their presidential 
tickets to Southern Nigeria.

Moreso, with an 
under-given calculation 
that two (2) out of  the 
three (3) geopolitical 
zones of  the Southern 

News Echo                                      Page 3

groups in that Government 
or in any of  its agencies.”

On the contrary, the 
leader of  the National 
Congress of  Women’s 
Societies Nigeria (NCWS) 
Dr Ngozi Orabueze, faulted 
Ohaneze Ndigbo leader, 
Prof. George Obiozor over a 
recent statement that South 
easterners are prepared for 
the 2023 presidency.

Dr Orabueze’s com-
ments came against the 

ambra, how you intend to 
solve them, and what makes 
you the fit and proper per-
son.  

According to the an-
nouncement, applications 
for such appointments 
would be submitted not lat-
er than February 28, 2022.

backdrop that the region is 
inundated by activities of  
a separatist movement that 
has been enforcing a sit-at-
home order against the Fed-
eral Government of  Nigeria 
directives.

Again, Project One 
Nigeria, an advocacy 
group said it has concluded 
arrangements to embark 
on sensitisation and 
enlightenment campaign 
for the electorates to elect 
competent president that 
understand peculiarities of  
the nation ahead of  2023 
general election.

National Convener 
of  ‘Project One Nigeria 
(PON),  Nkem Anyata on 
Wednesday urged citizens 
irrespective of  political and 
cultural differences to believe 
in one Nigeria, saying that 
unity was sacrosanct in 
achieving national visions.

It’s about time Southern 
politicians buried their per-
sonal ambitions for the over-
all aspiration of  the South 
for the presidency, which 
time and circumstance can 
still decide for any aspirant. 
So, for once, let them speak 
with one voice.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo State Inter-
nal Revenue Service, 
(IIRS) has issued 

a statement calling on all 
self-employed persons, ar-
tisans and shop/business 
owners in the state to file 
their Personal Income Tax 
(PIT) on or before March 
31, 2022.

In a press statement 
signed by the Executive 
Chairman of  IIRS, Chief  
Emeka Udegbulem and 
made available to newsmen 
in Owerri, he said that the 
reminder became necessary 
in order for people to avoid 
filing their PIT outside the 

deadline set by law and 
avoid the consequential 
penalty.  

According to the state-
ment, the call to file Person-
al Income Tax is pursuant 
to Section 41 of  Personal 
Income Tax Act (PITA) 
2011. “The Act requires 
all taxable self-employed 
adults to file returns of  their 
income in the prescribed 
form (Form A) and detail-
ing specific information in 
relation to their income and 
taxes with the tax authority 
of  the .

“All eligible self-em-
ployed tax payers resident 
in the state are by this no-
tice advised to without 
notice or demand, file a 

return of  income earned in 
the preceding year and pay 
the appropriate personal 
income tax to IIRS into the 
TSA through the PayDirect 
payment platform at any 
commercial bank branch of  
their choice,” the statement 
read.

The Chairman’s state-
ment outlined what could 
be termed the stick and 
carrot approach in this par-
ticular tax sub-head. For 
instance, anybody who 
files his/her PIT returns be-
fore the March 31 deadline 
stands a chance of  getting 
a bonus while failure to ad-
here strictly to the deadline 
attracts a penalty.

extraction have had shots 
into the presidential seat 
the Southeast is the zone 
sticking, agitations are 
strongly advocating that the 
ticket should finally settle 
for the Southeast divide of  
the region.

However, Southern State 
governors, capitalising on 
the nationwide mood and 
sentiment, have stepped up 
campaign that the South 
deserves a carte blanche to 
produce the president in 
2023.

But, looking at the 
divergent positions is the 
kind of  development, 
Northern politicians wish 
for Southern politicians, 
who often go at each other’s 
jugular when elective and 
appointive offices are on 
offer.

And, with such divisions 
playing well to their liking 
and scheming to dominate, 
Northern politicians 
have repeatedly accused 
Southern politicians of  
being unable to present a 
formidable front when it 
comes to the issue of  the 
presidency of  Nigeria.

Regrettably, Southern 
politicians’ driving force is 
self-interest, but opposition 
to a Southern president 
shouldn’t be a spoiler-game 
in which aspirants, with no 
chance of  getting the ticket 
even when the presidency 
is rotated to the South, 

conspire with the North to 
retain the office in 2023.

Last Wednesday, the 
Igbo Elders Consultative 
Forum declared that 
rotational Presidency is 
constitutional by virtue of  
the provision of  the Federal 
character principles in the 
constitution.

Speaking at a press 
conference in Abuja at the 
situation room in Okwadike 
Close, Asokoro in Abuja on 
Wednesday, the secretary 
of  the Forum Professor 
Charles Nwekeaku, said

“Legally, morally 
and strategically it is the 
turn of  the South East to 
produce the next president 
of  this country as the other 
zones have been given the 
opportunity to serve Nigeria 
in that capacity

According to him, 
Section 14[3] of  the 
1999 Constitution of  
Nigeria provides thus: 
“The composition on of  
the Government of  the 
Federation or any of  its 
agencies and the conduct 
of  its affairs shall be carried 
out In such a manner as to 
reflect the Federal Character 
of  Nigeria and the need to 
promote national unity, and 
[also] to command national 
loyalty, thereby ensuring 
that there shall be no 
predominance of  persons 
from a few states or from a 
few ethnic or other sectional 

• Leaders vibrating discordant tunes  
• Rotational presidency is constitutional says Igbo Elders’ Forum
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Editorial

‘Dirty’ fuel, ‘cursed’ 
refineries and an 
endless national dirge! 

T
he queues have continued to 
persist. Cities that hitherto 
weren’t affected by the 

adulterated fuel have begun to see 
some form of scarcity. The Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPC) says the country 
will be infused with 1billion litres 
of PMS. 

Petroleum marketers and oil 
dealers say they are tired of waiting 
for the new products resorting 
to blending the clean fuel with 
the dirty one. Mele Kyari, the 
Group Managing Director of the 
NNPC appeared before the House 
of Representatives apologizing 
to Nigerians that they did not 
intentionally procure dirty fuel into 
Nigeria? And the dirge goes on?

To refresh our memory, 
the scarcity ensued because 
stakeholders within the fuel 
importation and distribution system 
had to stop the sale of dirty petrol 
which were damaging fuel station 
pumps and vehicle engines. A large 
consignment of imported fuel was 
identified to contain dangerous 
levels of methanol which is used 
to blend Premium Motor Spirit. 
While NNPC said the presence 
of Methanol was not an issue of 
concern, the Major Marketers 
Association of Nigeria (MOMAN) 
argued that it was unsafe for use, 
but the damage had already been 
done.

It is sad enough that we don’t 
refine our crude oil despite the 
huge amount of reserves we have 
and the billions of dollars that has 
been sunk into the rehabilitation of 
the four refineries, it is even sadder 
that we have descended to a new 
low by importing of poor quality 
petrol and diesel, a price too sad and 
tearful for Nigerians to pay for our 
import-dependence. Nigeria is the 
only member of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
OPEC that lacks sufficient local 
refining capacity.

It is a sad irony that Nigeria, 
which produces the Bonny Light 
premium quality crude oil, has 
to live with the consequences of 
importing poor quality refined 

products mainly from Europe, which 
the manufacturers would never sell 
to their local consumers because of 
inordinately high sulphur content.

International watchdog, 
Stakeholder Democracy Network, 
SDN, reports that Nigeria has some 
of the most polluted air in the world 
because it is a major dumping ground 
for bad fuel. Tests confirm that the 
diesel we import from Europe is 
152 times in excess of the sulphur 
standard of Europe, while that of 
PMS is 40 times more.

Clean petrol should not contain 
more than 50ppm (parts per million) 
of sulphur, but imports from Europe 
contain as much as 3,000ppm.

It has also been found that because 
of the premium quality of our 
Bonny Light crude, even the diesel 
and PMS produced in the illegal 
bush refineries in the Niger Delta 
creeks are far cleaner than imported 
petroleum products from Europe.

If our refineries were working, 
adulteration of fuel would be mere 
isolated criminal cases.

Apart from government inability 
to ensure that its refineries work, it 
has repeatedly failed over the years 
in its regulatory function of ensuring 
the importation of clean petroleum 
products.

On December 1, 2016, Nigeria, 
Benin, Togo, Ghana and Cote 
d’Ivoire agreed in Abuja to ban 
the importation of dirty fuels 
from Europe, but Nigeria has not 
implemented it.

We hope the coming on-stream 
of Dangote Refineries later this 
year and the inauguration of the 
several modular refineries under 
construction will drastically reduce 
the problem leveraging on our 
Bonny Light crude. Government’s 
regulatory agencies must wake up 
and do their jobs. There should be 
consequences when regulators’ 
failure exposes the people to 
avoidable suffering such as this. 
Failure of regulation is failure of 
governance, which is unacceptable.

We need a serious petro-barometer 
to measure the level of wastage and 
what we need to salvage for the sake 
of our children!
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Uzodimma’s vision in 2016 
for a Nigerian president of 
Igbo extraction in 2023 

I
t is really a great 
privilege and a very 
high honour to 

have the opportunity 
to deliver this thought-
provoking lecture in an 
event put together by 
young Igbo intelligentsia 
and bureaucrats. I do 
not propose to speak 
for too long because I 
believe, as your lecture 
topic suggests, that the 
time has come, when 
action rather than words 
is required to get things 
right not just in Igboland, 
but in our beloved 
country, Nigeria. Nothing 
moves a nation forward 
more than intellectual 
stimulants such as this 
Ozuruigbo lecture series. 
It is only through such 
an intellectual enterprise 
that we can generate 
ideas to shape our future. 
As you well know, ideas 
rule the world. I believe 
that this was what one of  
our greatest literary icons, 
Chinua Achebe, had in 
mind when he said in his 
book, “Morning Yet On 
Creation Day” - 

“Let every people 
bring their gifts to the 
great festival of  world’s 
cultural harvest and 
mankind will be all the 
richer for the variety 
and distinctiveness of  
the offering.” Borrowing 
from that, I say to you my 
brothers and sisters, and 
indeed all the different 
groups or organizations 
that populate our country, 
Let every people bring 
their gifts of  ideas to the 
national political altar 
for a great harvest and 
Nigeria will be all the 
better and richer for the 
variety and distinctiveness 
of  the offerings. 

It is with this at the back 
of  my mind that I feel 
excited to be at this event 
as the lecturer for the 

topic of  the day. You will 
permit me to begin with 
a note of  caution. What 
we need is a Nigerian 
president not an Igbo 
president. On this note, I 
dare say without any fear 
of  contradiction, that we 
have never had and will 
never have, an Hausa 
or a Fulani President, 
a Yoruba President, 
an Igbo President or 
an Idoma President, 
etc. We have only had 
Nigerian Presidents - 
from Nnamdi Azikiwe 
to Shehu Shagari, to 
Olusegun Obasanjo, to 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, 

to Goodluck Jonathan, 
and now Muhammadu 
Buhari. Yes, all of  them 
come from somewhere or 
belong to one linguistic 
group of  the other. But 
they were not made 
presidents by their ethnic 
or linguistic groups 
alone. They were made 
presidents by Nigerians 
or at least a majority 
of  Nigerians. Our 
constitution, the 1999 
constitution as amended 
and others before it, 
make it clear that to be 
president of  Nigeria, you 
must secure two-thirds 
of  the support of  all the 

states. Section 134 (2) of  
the 1999 constitution as 
amended states:

“A candidate for an 
election to the office of  
the president shall be 
deemed to have been 
elected where, there being 
more than two candidates 
for the election, (a) he has 
the highest number of  
votes cast at the election 
(b) he has not less than 
one quarter of  the votes 
cast at the election in each 
of  at least two-thirds of  all 
the states in the federation 
and the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja.”

So, you need both 
spread and majority of  

votes cast to be president 
of  Nigeria. It follows that 
you can only be president 
of  Nigeria with the support 
of  a majority of  Nigerians. 
However, because you 
come from a particular 
ethnic extraction, we 
can have a president of  
Nigeria of  Yoruba, Igbo, 
Ijaw, Hausa or Fulani 
extraction. This is the 
closest we can come to 
ethnicizing the presidency 
of  Nigeria, if  we must. 

I believe that this initial 
clarification or cautionary 
note is necessary because 
it forms the premise upon 
which the body of  my 
lecture topic is rested. This 
begins so, let me elaborate 
further on the foundations 
of  the premise by jolting 
you with some stark 
historical realities, which I 
hope will help to align you 
to my line of  thinking. 

Also, the lesson that 
will emanate from this 
historical voyage, I believe, 
will boldly underscore 
the futility in the illusory 
pursuit of  Igbo presidency. 

In the 1959 general 
elections that ushered in 
Nigeria’s independence, 
the Northern Peoples’ 
Congress (NPC) won 
148 seats, the National 
Council of  Nigeria and 
Cameroon (NCNC), in 
alliance with the Northern 
Elements Progressive 
Union (NEPU), won 89 
seats, the Action Group 
(AG), in alliance with 
United Middle Belt 
Congress (UMBC), won 
75 seats. None won the 
required majority to form 
a government. The NPC 
and NCNC consequently 
went into an alliance and 
formed the Independence 
government of  1960. That 
was how Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe of  NCNC, 
became the first president 
of  Nigeria (although 
ceremonial) and Tafawa 
Balewa of  NPC, the first 
Prime Minister.

By Ogu Bundu Nwadike

Uzodimma
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Where comes our help
T

he writer of  the 
book of  Psalm 
says, “l look to the 

Mountains, where will my 
help come from”? And 
he went further to answer 
himself  saying, “my help 
will come from the Lord, 
who made Heaven and 
Earth” (Psalm: 121 verse 
1&2). David acknowledged 
that his help comes from 
God, the maker of  Heaven 
and Earth.

Naturally it is believed 
that each time one is 
faced with any challenge 
in life, he will look up to 
God for help. We cannot 
look down the ground 
the moment we are faced 
with any problem. This is 
because it is from above, 
our Lord Jesus Christ that 
our solution will come 
from. We must always 
look up to the one who 
is greater than we are, for 
solution.

Looking down in times 
of  any storm will not yield 
us any benefit because we 
are above the ground we 
cannot look for help where 
we are above rather we go 
for help where we  can 
obtain one, which is from 
above, where God lives. 

Now the question is 
this,  do we truly look 
up to Heaven (God) for 
our help? Or do we go to 
President, Governor, our 
Community Leaders etc 
for our help. No doubt, 
they can be of  help to us, 
but l tell you unless you go 
to God first for help, there 
will be nothing the listed 
above can do for you. You 
can have several relations 
abroad, doing well, but 
my brethren unless you go 
to God for help, l tell you 
again, they can do nothing 
for you. It is only God that 
will minister to any of  His 
children to help you out. 
Or do you believe that it 
is by your own strength, 
by your own experience 
or connection you can 
make it, all lies.  unless 
God  shows you mercy, 
no amount of  struggle, 
connection or experience 
will grant you help. We 
have no option in life than 
to embrace God because it 
is from Him that mercies 

and goodness are shown 
upon us. Let us love God 
with all our strength and 
might so that God in His 
proper time will bless us. 
God is the key holder of  all 
blessings, therefore let us 
look up to Him always for 
our help. God is capable 
of  giving us all good things 
like wealth, knowledge, 
protection and connection 
but it will be possible only 
when we look up to Him.  

Societally, if  we look 
around, we will see young 
men and women looking 
for help from here and 
there without looking up 
to God. According to the 
book of  Psalm: 24, we 
are told that, “The World 
and all that is in it belong 
to God and that the earth 
and all who live on it are 
His”. So, why then do we 
look for help where there 
is none. It is wise to just 
look up to God for all our 
helps. All the young men 
and women that seek help, 
protection and connection 
from unapproved quarters, 
what guarantee do you 
have to get solution to your 
problems. All you need to 
do is just to love God and 
obey His laws, and you 
will see yourself  making 
it in life. God promised us 
in Psalm: 91 verse 14, that 
He will save those who 
love him. It doesn’t take 
much to love God and to 
obey his commands. It’s all 
about self  decision and to 
be patient upon the Lord. 

Yes, to be patient with 
God is a very good virtue 
that people don’t like to 
hear. Everyone is trying 
to run faster than his/her 
shadow. Do you know 
anything concerning your 
life?, do you know what 
your destiny holds for you. 
Patient, my brethren l say 
patient please. It always 
pays to wait on the Lord.  
Do not be unmindful of 
the speed people pursue 
money these days, allow 
your help to come from 
God. When you beckon 
on God for help, He will 
not just help you, He will 
keep you safe from danger, 
He will allow light to 
shine upon you and your 

household. When you 
wait on the Lord for your 
help, surely He will fight 
for you and prepare a table 
before you in the presence 
of  your enemies. God the 
Almighty, will never allow 
shame or reproach to come 
near your dwelling place. 

When we allow our 
help to come from God, 
l assure you of  God’s 
wealth with calmness. You 
will enjoy your youth and 
your old age with peace of 
mind.  Do you know that, 
most men and women in 
our society who refused 
to look up to God for help 
are living lives of  regrets 
today. What does it profit 
a man to gain the world’s 
wealth and connection 
without having Christ as 
Father. Call upon Him 
sincerely and you will see 
the Mightiness of  God’s 
hand. Oh, l know waiting 
upon the Lord sometimes 
is not easy but with 
perseverance, you will 
win the race. Sometimes, 
people imagine in their 
hearts why the unrighteous 
prosper more than those 
that wait upon the Lord, 

God himself  knows all 
these, no wonder He told 
us in Isaiah 44 verse 6, 
that “The Lord, who rules 
and protects you, the Lord 
Almighty, has this to say to 
us. “I am the first, the last 
and the only God, there 
is no other god but me”. 
Could anyone else have 
done what I did? Who 
could have predicted all 
that would happen from 
the very beginning to the 
end of  time?. That God 
formed us in our mothers’ 
womb, kept us alive from 
the beginning of  our lives 
till date without our own 
help demands our proper 
looking upon Him for our 
future’s sake. 

Naturally, we cannot 
do anything for ourselves 
without God’s help. So my 
beloved in the Lord, let 
us continue looking up to 
God for our salvation and 
glorification. Why do we 
put our trust in a man, in 
the world and on material 
things, when our Father 
in heaven is beckoning 
unto us to come to Him. 
Let us put our eyes off 
the earthly things that do 

of  no return, tears flow 
down my cheeks, yet it 
will come one day. No 
amount of  tears will stop 
the journey of  death. This 
is because it has come to 
people before me and it 
will come to people after 
me. So despite the tears, 
the most important thing 
is that once there is life 
today, there will be death 
tomorrow!!!. Sometimes 
l remember the sweet and  
lovable ones l have lost 
in death and l go inside 
myself  and wonder the 
real meaning of  this life 
without making peace 
with God.  And in death, 
the living go ahead making 
merriments without 
realizing that one day they 
shall also become like the 
just buried.  

Are you facing 
hardship, look up to 
God, are you bothering 
about your unpaid  house 
rent, unpaid school fees, 
worries here and there, let 
us be courageous, God is 
aware of  all the troubles, 
our diligent looking up 
to God for our help will 
surely help us. 

We have no option, you 
know!!! And if  one thinks 
there is an option outside 
there without Christ, am 
afraid, it may mar his/her 
future’s hope of  salvation.

Fear not my dear, that 
you are alive today is 
enough reason for you to 
continue to look up to God.  
Don’t be afraid that your 
mates may have gone far 
beyond you. Keep looking 
up to God, no hurry in life, 
is someone mocking you 
that you have not done 
this or that, worry not,  the 
same Lord who prospered 
and did it for them that 
believed in Him, is still 
available to uplift you in 
His own proper time. All 
you need to do is just to 
look up to God always, 
acknowledge and honour 
Him for the miracles in 
your life. God so much 
love a grateful heart. 
Thank Him for the ones 
He has done and He will 
do more for you again and 
again. That’s why we call 
Him Odogwu Akataga!!!.
Oma mma, Oma mma....

not last forever 
and focus on 
the immaterial 
things of  life, 
our soul for an 
example. 

Let the poor 
and rich in the 
society begin 
to acknowledge 
God and 
c o n c e n t r a t e 
on the 
indes t r uc t ib le 
things of  life. 
A call to serve 
God is no w. 
Looking around 
the world, we 
will be rest 
assured that 
the end is with 
us.  So, is it not 
wise for us to be 
associated with 
God who owns 
both life and 
death. Oh, my 
goodness, each 
time l remember 
that, one day 
l shall be gone 
to the journey 

When we allow our help to 
come from God, l assure 
you of God’s wealth with 

calmness. You will enjoy your 
youth and your old age with 
peace of mind.  Do you know 
that, most men and women 

in our society who refused to 
look up to God for help are 
living lives of regrets today. 
What does it pro�t a man to 
gain the world’s wealth and 
connection without having 
Christ as Father. Call upon 
Him sincerely and you will 
see the Mightiness of God’s 

hand. Oh, l know waiting upon 
the Lord sometimes is not 

easy but with perseverance, 
you will win the race.

“

“
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e n e r g y,  t h e  w a y  s h e 
switches her accents and 
acting skills. 

Jay-on-air: 
He's a media presenter, 

content creator and event 
hos t .  He ' s  known for 
creating funny contents on 
school life, Nollywood, 
church and life generally. 
He definitely creates magic 
with his videos. 

Folagade Banks: 

Folagade Banks is a 

content creator and brand 

influencer. He's known for 

mimicking Yoruba mothers 

in different situations. He's 

one content creator you will 

definitely need to follow. 

Enioluwa is definitely good 
at adding vibes and energy 
to his videos. 

Tomike Adeoye: 
Tomike Adeoye is an 

awa r d - w i n n i n g  b r a n d 
in f luence r,  ac to r  and 
entrepreneur. She has a 
YouTube channel and has 
worked for several brands. 
Tomike is definitely good at 
s e r v i n g  u s  b u b b l i n g 
lifestyle, reality and events 
contents. 

Kiekie: 
Bukunmi Adeaga-Ilori 

popularly known as KieKie 
is a popular skit-maker and 
content creator. She's also a 
youtuber  and  fash ion 
entrepreneur. There's just 
s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  h e r 

Toke Makinwa: 
Toke Makinwa is a 

YouTuber, influencer and 
media girl.  She has a 
YouTube channel, “Toke 
Moments”  where  she 
shares her special side with 
the world. She is also 
known for her luxury 
business “TM Luxury”. 
Toke is very good at serving 
contents with her fashion 
style. 

Enioluwaofficial: 
Enioluwa is a writer, 

p u b l i c  s p e a k e r  a n d 
communication specialist. 
He's popularly known as 
the “Lipgloss boy”. He's 
k n o w n  f o r  h o s t i n g 
“tonightwitheni”, a late-
night  show with Eni. 

a a o m a : TTaooma whose full 
name is Maryam 

Apaokagi is a content 
creator, comedian and 
cinematographer. She's 
known for acting multiple 
characters in her comedy 
skits. She has an amazing 
way of  creating contents to 
amuse her audience. 

Don jazzy: 
Don jazzy is a record 

p r o d u c e r ,  b r a n d 
a m b a s s a d o r  a n d 
i n f l u e n c e r.  H e ' s  t h e 
founder  and  CEO of  
Marvin Records. Don 
jazzy is naturally funny 
and if  you need to laugh, 
you should definitely check 
his page. 

Content creators you should follow in 2022 
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It’s not just about Kyari
T

he other day, this 
column talked about 
how unfitting it was 

for a policeman to preach to 
Nigerians and point accusing 
fingers at other institutions. 
The analogy was that if  
every other person complains 
about the cost of  dry cleaning 
clothes, it should not be a 
bedwetter who should be 
remorseful for having a 
wardrobe full of  stink. Today, 
one can say that the diviner 
hasn’t even finished packing 
his opele when his prediction 
comes true.

On Monday, purportedly 
suspended Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Abba Kyari, who was already 
under investigation for alleged 
links with international 
fraudster Ramon Abass, 
a.k.a. Hushpuppi, was 
accused of  attempting to sell 
cocaine seized from some 
drug dealers.

Does the Ogun State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Deputy Superintendent of 
Police Abimbola Oyeyemi, 
now see why he stands in 
no good place to advise 
Nigeria’s youth or accuse 
a self-motivated industry 
like Nollywood or even 
the church of  the rot that is 
sweeping decency out of  the 
country? If  he doesn’t, we 
should let him know that 
his superior, who was also 
the head of  the Intelligence 
Response Team at the Force 
Intelligence Bureau, may 
just have demonstrated that 
policemen are as desperate 
to make money as the youths 
Oyeyemi preached at recently.

And here, there can be 
arguments about rogue 
police officers being part of 
the system across the world, 
such that condemning the 
entire Nigerian Police Force 
may be unfair. This argument 
may in fact have some credit. 
It is, however, clear that the 
extant case is not just about 
one police officer. It is about 
a rogue institution, which has 
lost perspective and sense of 
decency.

For instance, shortly 
after the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency 
declared Kyari wanted on 
Monday, the Force Public 
Relations Officer, Chief 
Superintendent of  Police, 
Muyiwa Adejobi, issued a 
statement, assumedly meant 
to defend the police and 
splash mud on the NDLEA, 
apparently in retaliation of 
how the latter had exposed 
Kyari earlier that day. It is safe 

to assume that this statement 
was in solidarity with Kyari 
because the NDLEA did not 
even make a feeble attempt 
to drag the police as an 
institution into the issue at 
hand.

Anyhow, the statement 
admitted that four police 
officers had been arrested in 
connection with the alleged 
crime. Adejobi then went 
on to tell Nigerians that this 
was not just about men of 
the police but officers of  the 
NDLEA as well. You are then 
forced to wonder whether 
these people even understand 
these issues? How do you 
reduce an important issue 
like the betrayal of  the trust 
of  Nigerians by policemen 
to some trashy interagency 
rivalry between the police 
and the NDLEA? Not even 
a deliberate attempt to dent 
the image of  the police by 
the NDLEA should have 
warranted such pettiness. 
What one sees from the 
statement is the police and the 
NDLEA dragging bragging 
rights as to which one of 
them has the most reprobate 
officers?

There are yet more reasons 
for the police hierarchy 
to cover its eyes in shame 
concerning this matter. By 
its own admittance in the 
press release on Monday, 
Kyari, who was suspended 
in August 2021, was part of 

the operations of  the IRT five 
months later!

How would a police force 
that wants to be taken seriously 
and perceived as being on top 
of  its job not even know this? 
What does this say about 
the capacity of  the police to 
effectively protect the lives and 
property of  Nigerians when a 
man who is being punished 
and investigated for criminal 
offences remains in control of 
such an important squad?

Worst of  it all is the 
impunity and disrespect with 
which these public officers 
treat Nigerians. So, a police 
officer is under international 
investigation for crimes, yet 
he goes about gallivanting 
at social events and showing 
off  elaborate images from 
the same. Not just that, he 
had the temerity to attend 
the wedding of  the Inspector 
General of  Police’s son and 
make a public show of  it! Such 
audacity reveals the level of 
compromise and indiscipline 
within the police and how 
much that would affect 
effectiveness. It also indicates 
that the police and its men 
hold Nigerians in absolute 
disdain, not caring what they 
say or feel about anything. If  
not so, Kyari would neither 
have been invited to this event 
nor have the gumption to 
attend even if  he was invited 
in error. But Nigerians, whose 
sweat pay the salaries of  these 

men and fund their activities 
are largely inconsequential in 
their estimation.  The danger 
in such behaviour is that it 
further erodes people’s trust 
in a police force that is already 
thought to be governed by no 
other ethics than the desire 
for lucre.

Now, there are very few 
things that are worse than an 
unaccountable police force, 
where seniority is indulgent 
and contempt for the people 
is rife. Kyari’s ubiquitous 
display at the wedding of  the 
first policeman in the country 
is, if  you like, tacit approval 
of  his larger-than-life image 
and showmanship and a sign 
of  the level of  permissiveness 
in the force. It is not clear 
whether the upper echelon of 
the police is aware of  stories 
on the streets about the 
pervasive corruption wherein 
proceeds from roadblocks 
mounted by policemen are 
sometimes shared with their 
bosses. Such distrust of  the 
police grows even more after 
events like the IGP’s son’s 
wedding and Monday’s press 
statement.

All said and done though, 
society cannot be exonerated 
from complicity in the eyesore 
that the Nigerian police and, 
literally, every institution in 
the country has become.

The first problem with 
Nigeria is the unbridled 
worship of  money and warped 

perception of  success, which 
pushes people into all sorts of 
desperate situations. Leaders 
of  the country encourage this 
because most of  the people 
who work hard in Nigeria do 
not earn living wages and the 
country has no cushion that 
provides the essentials of  life 
for its citizenry. It is doubtful 
that any uncaring society 
would have sanity.

American psychologist 
Abraham Maslow helped 
the world with his theory of 
motivation and the attendant 
hierarchy of  needs. Though it 
does so in no absolute terms, 
this theory suggests that the 
physiological (basic or lower) 
needs of  men—which include 
water, food, shelter and 
warmth—take priority over 
their psychological or esteem 
needs. The truth is that what 
has turned a lot of  Nigerians 
into cheap criminals is the 
failure of  the state to assure 
about their present and ensure 
their future. This is more 
so with law enforcement 
agencies with access to arms, 
ammunition and uniforms 
issued by the state. Leaders 
of  the country must do more 
to build the confidence of 
Nigerian institutions whose 
conduct can tell foreigners all 
they want to know about the 
country and affect the lives 
of  citizens. Attention must 
be paid to everything that 
affects such institutions. Some 
of  these include the police, 
immigration, customs, and 
the judiciary. A country needs 
its best people in all these 
areas as well as in many more.

How does Nigeria recruit 
people into its police force, 
which, rather than curbing 
crime, has become infested 
with compromises that negate 
the essence of  its survival? 
How does the country recruit 
people into its immigration 
and customs, under whose 
watch at least 42 million 
litres of  petrol are said to 
be smuggled out of  Nigeria 
daily? What is the process 
of  selecting people who go 
into the judiciary? Does this 
process consider the capacity 
of  nominees or pander to 
political considerations? How 
much do we do to ensure that 
every Nigerian gets justice 
and is seen to get justice?

With these individual 
and institutional failings, 
we are slowly destroying a 
beautiful country and leaving 
a legacy of  chaos, which only 
urgent efforts at making the 
people feel more loved and 
a deliberate revival of  our 
moral and ethical values can 
reverse!

By Niran Adedokun

Kyari
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T
he Imo state govern-
ment has on Thursday 
flagged off  a massive 

Covid 19 vaccination that 
will cover the entire 27 L GA 
of  the state.

Speaking at the 
epoch making event, the 
executive governor of  
Imo state, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma,  said his 
administration deemed 
it fit to partner with 
foreign agencies to ensure 
that every Imo citizen 
takes the vaccine against 
the dreaded Covid 19 
pandemic.

He commended the 
Federal government, 
WHO, European Union, 
UK, US and Ireland for 
providing the vaccines 
and urged Imo citizens 
to avail themselves 
of  the opportunity to 
protect themselves of  the 
virus, He disclosed that 
the introduction of  the 
vaccine into the country 
and the state contributed 
in the low death rate 
experienced in the state 
during the peak of  the 
disease.

 He however frowned 
at the report that Imo is 
lacking behind in getting 
vaccinated because of  
the limited dose of  the 
available vaccine hence 
the partnership with other 
donor agencies to ensure 
full vaccination of   every 
Imo citizens.

He advised people 
to disabuse their minds 
from the erroneous 
belief  that COVID 19 is 
over and urged them to 
present themselves to be 
vaccinated saying that the 
vaccine is free and safe 
without any complications 
and encouraged everyone 
to take up the vaccine 
without fear and anxiety.

He said the government 
will be forced to make it a 
policy for every appointee 
of  government and Imo 
workers to present their 
vaccination cards before 
been admitted into any 
government office or 
establishment. He also 
urged Imo citizens to 
support the government to 

make Imo healthy for all, 
particularly the rural areas.

He said an imported 
mobile clinic fully 
equipped has been 
mobilized to different 

Covid-19:  Imo Govt to embark on 
community Door to Door  vaccination

Archbishop Okeke marks 20 years 
episcopal anniversary, pledges 
more commitment to God
I

t was a gathering of  
who is who at the 
Basilica of  the Most 

Holy Trinity, Onitsha, 
Anambra state as the 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
of  Onitsha, Most Rev. Dr. 
Valerian Okeke celebrated 
his 20 years of  episcopal 
ordination as a Catholic 
Bishop.

 Catholic Bishops 
numbering over 60, 
including Cardinals, 
Archbishops and 
Bishops emeritus from 
all the Archdioceses 
and Dioceses in Nigeria 
and beyond, led by the 

Apostolic Nuncio in 
Nigeria, Antonio Guido 
Filipazzi graced the 
occasion.

Other dignitaries 
in attendance include 
Governor Willie Obiano, 
former Governor Peter 
Obi, Governor-elect, Prof. 
Chukwuma Soludo, PDP 
governorship candidate in 
the November 6 Anambra 
gubernatorial election, 
Chief  Valentine Ozigbo , 
Senator Victor Umeh and 
others Knights.

In his Homily, Bishop 
Godfrey Onah of  Nsukka 
Diocese, described 

By Grace Ofurum

Archbishop Okeke as 
a humble and talented 
shepherd in the Lord”s 
vineyard and prayed God 
to preserve him as he 
continues to catch more 
souls God.

In the same vein, 
Governor Obiano 
appreciated Archbishop 
Okeke for being of  
immense assistance to his 
administration both in 
academics and spiritual 
upliftment.

Senator Victor Umeh 
described Okeke as an 
exemplary good shepherd 
who has the leadership 

virtues required to unite a 
diocese.

“Bishop Okeke deals 
with the super rich, the 
rich the middle class and 
the poor, which explains 
why he visits the prison 
inmates three times in a 
year,” said Umeh.

Responding, the 
elated Archbishop Okeke 
expressed profound 
gratitude to God, the 
Nuncio, the bishops, 
priests, past and present 
Governors of  Anambra 
State including the 
Governor-elect, other 
dignitaries, Catholic 

faithful for sacrificing 
their time to attend the 
epoch-making event.

“ If  I am given a second 
chance to choose where to 
work and people to work 
with, I will choose Onitsha 
Archdiocese because they 
have been supportive 
wonderful, selfless and 
obedient to me”.

“All laws that are 
useful to mankind are 
based on the principles of  
love. I pledge to be more 
committed, available and 
to make more sacrifices in 
the Lord’s vineyard,” the 
prelate stressed.

communities for daily 
vaccination and urged 
community leaders to 
take up the challenge to 
make their community 
participate fully in the 

exercise.
The commissioner 

for health, Dr. Prosper 
Success Ohayagha 
stated  in his speech that 
the agenda supersedes 

the earlier strategies in 
achieving control. He said 
the current 4 percent rate 
of  vaccination in the state 
is very low and urged all 
hands to be on deck to 

abolish all factors driving 
refusal and hesitancy 
from masses. He said 
the available vaccines 
are Pfizer, moderna and 
Astrazeneca.

Mobile clinic for the door to door vaccination

Friday 18 - Saturday 19 February, 2022



News	Echo	                                                Page 10

Interview

D
r. John Collins Nwobodo is a 
legal practitioner, law teacher, 
philanthropist, and pro-democracy 

activist. The former Senior Special Assistant 
to Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi on Inter-party 
Affairs, spoke to News Echo Correspondent, 
Chuma Austin, recently on his ambition 
to rule Enugu State, security challenges, 
godfatherism and other burning issues.
Excerpt:

2023: Zoning will solve the political 
crisis in Enugu – Nwobodo
…Describes insecurity as caused by marginalization 

Since you left ofce as Special 
Aide to Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi, not much has been 
heard of  you. What do we 
expect from you especially now 
that general election is drawing 
near?

In 2023 by the grace of  
God I will be offering myself  
to the good people of  Enugu 
State to provide needed 
transformation. There is a 
lot needed to be done. His 
Excellency the governor of  
Enugu State, Rt. Hon, Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi has done well but 
I believe there’s still a lot 
to be done because human 
beings need to keep evolving 
and then human beings also 
continuously aspire to new 
heights, so people of  Enugu 
State are aspiring to new 
heights and looking forward 
to improvement in their lives. 

So I am coming to 
also bring that required 
improvement in the lives of  
the people of  Enugu State. 
If  you look around you will 
see many abandoned projects 
and of  course it’s not serving 
the intended purpose, So, 
we are going to bring back 
on track all the abandoned 
projects, International 
Conference Center, Hotel 
Presidential, State Secretariat 
and of  course roads and other 
infrastructures abandoned 
and scattered all over the 
state. 

Again, there is hardship 
in the State and all over 
the country. I am going to 
institute an empowerment 
scheme that will see that 
Enugu people have a new 
lease of  life. Resident of  
the state are burdened with 
payment of  bills, water bills, 
electricity bill, house rent, 
sanitation levy and these 
are low-income earning 
individuals. So, the citizens 
actually know that there is 
government but they don’t 
understand what government 
actually meant because 
they are not relating with 

Government, they are not 
deriving direct benefits from 
government. So we will 
run a system that will make 
people feel the impact of  
government. What we will 
do to low income earners is 
that we will eliminate taxes, 
there will be complete tax 
waiver, exemption for low 
income earners in Enugu 
State. We will scrap business 
levies and all of  that. And 
of  course, the use of  road 
Marshalls for motorists, we 
will put a stop to that and 
do it professionally, so that 
law enforcement will not be 
a tooth-like operation but a 
professional one.  Again, there 
is dearth of  infrastructure. 
This government is trying but 
there is still a lot of  gap here 
and there. if  you go to Nkanu 
East Local Government 
Area where I come from, for 
example, up till today, we 
are disconnected from local 
government headquarters in 
Amagunze because for you 
to access Amagunze, you 
have to go through Nkanu 
West Local Government 
Area and another three local 
government areas. Whereas, 
If  the required infrastructure 
is there, it will just take you10 
minutes. So, we are going to 
ensure massive construction 
and reconstruction of  
internal roads all over the 
state. 

If  given the opportunity 
we are going to extend the 
horizon of  the Enugu capital 
territory by moving into 
Nkanu West, Igbo-Etiti and 
Awgu Local Government 
Areas.  They are joining local 
government areas. One out 
of  the three local government 
areas will be added to Enugu 
capital to decongest the 
capital territory and draw 
attraction to those areas. 
Those things that make 
people come to town will be 
moved to community so that 
people will enjoy wherever 
they are in the state without 
stress.

The zoning of  governorship 
seat among the three Senatorial 
zones that make up the state 
namely: Enugu East, Enugu 
West and Enugu North is a 
burning issue in the state and 
seems to be dividing political 
leaders in the state. What is 
your take on it?

I support zoning. Of 
course now, I am the Lead 
Counsel for Igbo Leadership 
Development Foundation 
at the Federal High Court, 
Abuja where we are 
seeking the interpretation 
of  the constitution on the 
constitutionality of  rotation. 
There is this impression 
that rotation is not in the 
constitution, but that is not 
true. Rotation is enshrined in 
the constitution on the third 
schedule of  the constitution, 
where it said that the Federal 
Character Commission 
should ensure equitable 
share of  all political posts. 

That is the language of  the 
constitution and when it said 
all, it applied both elective 
posts and appointments. The 
constitution didn’t say some 
political posts or appointed 
posts. But people confused it 
and say the work of  Federal 
Character Commission is 
restricted to appointing 
positions. That’s not 
consonant to the position of  
the constitution. So, if  we are 
pursuing such at the National 
level to ensure that the office 
of  the President is rotational, 
of  course, I strongly support 
similar rotation in a state. 
You will agree with me that 
since 1999 till date, rotation 
in Enugu State have helped 
to the stability, peace and of  
course promote peaceful co-
existence among the three 
Senatorial Districts. In 1999, 
it was Enugu West Senatorial 
District, 2007 was Enugu 
West and 2015, was Enugu 
North and now we have 
run a full circle, meaning it 

shall start from Enugu East. 
Rotation is moral, equitable 
and also lawful, legal and 
constitutional. 

Strictly speaking, don’t you 
think zoning or rotation 
system negates the principle of  
meritocracy? 

It is not. Meritocracy is 
a relative term. In a very 
sub-sect of  society you 
will find meritocracy. Even 
in a household of  four 
you will find merit. So, in 
constitutionalism, the idea 
of  rotation is to ensure that 
every part or component part 
is given a sense of  belonging. 
So, it does not undermine 
meritocracy in anyway 
rather promotes peaceful co-
existence.

But recent events show that 
the people of  Enugu East 

Continues on pg. 11
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Igbo Leadership Development 

Foundation at the Federal 
High Court, Abuja where we 

are seeking the interpretation 
of the constitution on the 

constitutionality of rotation. 
There is this impression that 

rotation is not in the constitution, 
but that is not true. Rotation is 
enshrined in the constitution 
on the third schedule of the 

constitution, where it said that the 
Federal Character Commission 
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when it said all, it applied both 

elective posts and appointments. 
The constitution didn’t say some 
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Senatorial zone are not united 
in pursuit of  zoning the 
governorship to Nkanu East 
Local Government Area as the 
people from Isi-Uzo and Enugu 
North Local Government 
Areas are saying that the core 
Nkanus are oppressing them or 
trying to take their fair share?

The people of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone are 
united in their pursuit for 
return of  governorship to 
their zone. It is abnormal 
for core Nkanu or not. I am 
not part of  it anyway. Every 
local government in the East 
are part and parcel of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone and any 
of  the local governments in 
the zone is entitled to field-
in candidate. But I think,  it’s 
a question of  micro zoning 
and people try to promote 
their local government above 
the other but in micro zoning 
too, Enugu East Senatorial 
zone needs to sit down to 
discuss on which people need 
it most. For example, people 
from Nkanu West Local 
Government Area should 
not be seeking governorship 
position in 2023 because they 
had it in 1999. But every other 
local government is entitled 
to contest unless for a strong 
argument, like my local 
government, Nkanu East, 
is the most underdeveloped 
council area in the zone. We 
will be appealing to other 
local governments including 
Isi-Uzo  Local Government 
Area to support Nkanu East 
Local Government and of  
course major stakeholders 
like Jim Nwobodo, Ken 
Nnamani are speaking in 
favour of  Nkanu East Local 
Government because they 
know that Nkanu East 
deserves it. And it is for 
justice to Nkanu East person 
to produce the next governor.

But for the purpose of  justice, 
people are also saying that 
Nkanu East Local Government 
Area produced two deputy 
governors in the past, one House 
of  Representatives member 
and Minister of  power, saying 
that they should stop crying 
over alleged marginalization.

The Office of  Deputy 
Governor is elective but 
somehow by appointment 
because it is the governorship 
candidate of  a party that 
picks his deputy from 
wherever he likes. Somehow, 
the office of  deputy governor 
is technically by appointment 
but legally by elective because 
both of  them are considered 
to be elected at same time. 
So, the deputy governor 
position is not reckoned 

with. Recall that former 
Enugu Speaker, Eugene 
Odo in 2015, contested for 
governor, he is from Igbo-
Etiti and nobody raised the 
issue of  Okechukwu Itanyi 
having the deputy governor 
because the office of  deputy 
governor is really at the 
background. So, Nkanu East 
Local Government having 
produced deputy governor 
before cannot be a criterion 
in judging the people from 
the area for having a serious 
position. We had deputy 
governor but we do not have 
bridge that connects my place 
or to go to my place. The 
bridge bordering Ogbuoka 
and Aninri is in terrible 
situation. The bridge that has 
concrete is constructed by 
Local government chairman 
and as well we had two 
deputy governors. 

Nigeria politics is capital 
intensive. Do you have the 
nancial muscle to challenge 
the likes of  Ekweremadu?

I  would not be conde -
scending to looking at how 
much somebody holds. 
Whatever any politician 
holds is hisown. What is im-
portant is do I have the re-
sources to prosecute my cam-
paign within the ambit of  the 
law? The answer is yes. So, 
I might not need to have as 
much as Ekweremadu to be 
able to reach out to the elec-

elders because their wisdom 
and counseling seem brighter 
towards providing good 
leadership in Enugu State.

How do you see people like 
Senators Jim Nwobodo, 
Ken Nnamani, Chimaroke 
Nnamani, are they not playing 
the role of  god fatherism?

Not to my knowledge. 
They are playing the role 
of  respected elders because 
they know that god fatherism 
is understood in a negative 
lines in Nigeria and I know 
that they would not want to 
be ascribed as such. I know 
they are playing the role of  
respected elders by saying the 
truth as it is.

Are you comfortable with the 
current security situation in 
Enugu and South East zone? If  
not, how do you want to tackle 
it if  given the opportunity to 
rule Enugu State in 2023?

Definitely, I am not 
comfortable with the growing 
insecurity in the Southeast 
Zone. Of  course every 
governor operates within 
its territorial jurisdiction. 
So what we will be doing 
to tackle insecurity is that 
there will be a synergy 
among governors of  the 
Southeast Zone and there 
will be cooperation. Coming 
down to Enugu State, we 
will also tackle insecurity 

and how do we tackle it. 
Tackling insecurity is not 
the kinetic approach that 
government employees talk 
about equipping the police 
with arms and ammunition, 
cars, yes they are good, it still 
a part of  it but that is not the 
major problem. The major 
problem is to address the root 
causes. We will first find out 
the root causes of  insecurity. 
People are hungry, young 
people do not have means of  
survival, means of  livelihood 
and they said that an idle 
mind is a devils workshop. 
So, when they are idle, what 
else do you expect, if  not to 
engage in all kinds of  crime 
to make a living. So, that is 
why one of  our agenda is 
empowerment of  youths. 
The youths will be seriously 
empowered. We are going to 
employ age stratification to 
look at different ages, 0 to 15 
what do they need, 15 to 18 
and above what do they need 
and we sort stratification to 
be able to specifically address 
those nagging problems.

Again, the insecurity we 
have today is also born out of  
marginalization of  Ndigbo 
which is the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
agitation. So, if  I am elected 
I will be engaging the Federal 
Government and like we are 
already doing that by going to 
court to seek interpretation of  
the constitution of  rotational 
presidency because if  the 
office of  president is rotated, 
Nigeria problem would have 
been solved because every 
zone knows that it must be 
their turn one day and such 
would reduce the insecurity.

We will provide job for 
young people to ensure that 
family burdens are reduced. 
For example, education, the 
cost of  education these days 
is very high and families are 
tackling the school fees, and 
many others which is pushing 
them into precipice. 

What special qualities of  
leadership do you have that 
give you condence that you 
will be the preferred candidate 
in your party primary?

It is not right for me to 
adjudge myself  or speak 
of  my qualities, it is for the 
people but the basic is that, I 
am young, have the strength, 
and also have the intellect. I 
understand the problems and 
I know the solution to these 
problems. so I think without 
going into much details. I 
cannot be comparing myself  
with anybody. I do not know 
who the aspirants are for 
now. I know that one thing 
that is general for anybody 

aspiring is that you must have 
the mental alert, you must be 
strong and then you must have 
intellect and ultimately must 
understand the problems and 
the solutions to it.

If  elected how will you tackle 
the perennial water scarcity in 
Enugu State?

It is for me a major priority. 
Sometime in 1998/1999, I 
know water was running in 
urban areas. Not running 
now is what I cannot come 
to terms with. So, we are 
going to ensure intervention 
on water scheme, by ensuring 
reticulation, all the damaged 
pipes will be reactivated and 
the state water cooperation 
will be made to live up to its 
standard. Hitherto, places 
like Independence layout 
will be served. And then 
rural water scheme is another 
thing, because it is not just in 
the urban that people need 
water. There will be massive 
investment in providing water 
both in urban and rural area 
and I believe with political 
will it is achievable.

Some political gladiators 
in your party (PDP) have 
thrown their weight behind 
the incumbent (Governor 
Ugwuanyi) to pick his successor. 
Are you not worried that the 
governor is going to have an 
anointed candidate?

I do not think so 
because himself  (Governor 
Ugwuanyi) is not a product of  
anointing. So, I believe he is 
not looking towards that but 
will give every aspirant a level 
playing ground to participate 
in the process. People saying 
that the governor will anoint 
the successor is trying to put 
the governor at the center of  
the issue. The party zoned 
it to Enugu East Senatorial 
Zone and governor is a 
delegate like others but it 
is certain that he will have 
preference. Being a delegate, 
you are entitled to vote for 
your choice and can talk to 
others to vote for his choice 
candidate but that does not 
make it anointing. 

If  you are to assess the 
inccubent, Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi, what will you score 
him?

His Excellency, Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, has done 
well and it will be modest, 
because times are hard and 
within his own limit, he was 
able to navigate. He has done 
a good job and more jobs are 
yet to come. I will give him 
an “A”. He has really done 
well.

torate. The Elec-
toral Act has made 
provision for can-
didate spending, 
so we are going to 
spend within the 
ambit of  the law 
and not according 
to the dictates of  
any politician or 
comparing ourself  
with any other per-
son.

What is your posi-
tion on political god 
fatherism? Will it 
make or mar your 
gubernatorial ambi-
tion?

Political god 
fatherism is long 
dead in Enugu 
State. So today 
there is nothing 
like god fatherism 
to my knowledge 
and of  course I am 
not a product of  
that, I don’t believe 
in god fatherism 
but we will respect 
everybody, will 
respect elders, 
work with elders, 
collaborate with 

...Zoning will solve the political crisis in Enugu 
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Abia Govt expresses shock as gunmen 
kill 8 traders inside new abattoir
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Commissioner 
for Information 
and Strategy, Abia 
State, Barr Eze 

Chikamnayo on Wednesday 
said that the government is 
shocked and saddened by 
the attack carried out by 
yet to be identified gunmen 
at Omumauzor abattoir on 
Tuesday night.

News Echo gathered that 
the attack left 8 innocent 
traders dead, with scores 
seriously injured and 
property worth millions 
destroyed during the attack.

Chikamnayo described 
the attack as a mindless and 
barbaric act of  violence, 
stressing that the Abia 
government condemns the 
dastardly act together with 
its wicked perpetrators. 

Chikamnayo said that 
the incident occurred at 
about 11:35 pm adding that 
the Government responded 
swiftly by mobilising the 
various Security Agencies 
to the scene that night 
to secure the lives and 
properties of  the innocent 
traders and fish out the 
assailants.  

“We are working 
assiduously to provide 
succour to the families of  
the victims. Those who 
sustained injuries are 
currently receiving medical 
attention. 

“We have equally started 
the immediate relocation 
of  the traders while 

working out compensation 
for lost properties. We shall 
leave no stone unturned 
to ensure that the evil 
perpetrators are brought to 
justice.  

“While waiting for 
the outcome of  ongoing 
investigations by our 
diligent Security Forces, the 
Governor of  Abia State , 
Dr. Okezie Victor Ikpeazu 
together with all Abians 
pray for God to grant 
the families of  victims 
the fortitude to bear this 
irreparable loss.

“We urge all citizens of  
our great Country in Abia 
State to remain law-abiding 
and promptly report any 
suspicious movements 
to the appropriate 
authorities.”

Meanwhile, butchers in 
Aba have expressed fear 
over the recent relocation 
of  the abattoir formerly 
situated under the Ogbor-
Hill Bridge (Ahia-Udele) to 
Omumauzor Community 
in Ukwa West Local 
Government Area of  Abia 
State.

Some villagers told News 
Echo that the hoodlums 
came in droves on Tuesday 
night in Omumauzor 
abattoir which is still under 
construction and unleashed 
mayhem on unsuspecting 
traders and villagers.

Recall that after the 
February 3rd accident at 
the old Aba abattoir in 
Ogbor-Hill, Abia State 
Governor, Okezie Ikpeazu 
quickly ordered the 
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Group urges CSOs to engage leaders 
on accountability, transparency social 
inclusion, others
By Chigozie Uzosike

T
he civil society 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
(CSOs) have 

been urged to engage 
elected representatives 
for accountability, 
transparency, social 
inclusion and anti-
corruption especially as 
the 2023 election draws 
near.

Speaking during a one 
day capacity building 
workshop for civil 
society organisations on 
strengthening their skills 
for better advocacy in the 
electoral and constitution 
reform process and raise 
public awareness program 
on anti-corruption, 
accountability social 
inclusion and transparency 
towards 2023 elections in 
Imo State held  in Owerri, 
Imo State on Tuesday, 
Nnennaya Enyinnaya 

charged the CSOs to 
continually engage the 
politicians to ensure 
that as they move into 
election, they have the 
consciousness of  ensuring 
dividend of  democracy by 
their advocacy.

She took the 
participants through 
the roles of  civil society 
organisations, especially 
strengthening their skills 
and knowledge of  CSOs 
for better advocacy. She 
said the civil society 
organisations need to 
galvanize their strongest 
voices towards the 
campaign for the reign of  
good governance in the 
state.

The workshop which 
was organized by Alliances 
for Africa (AFA) with 
support from Civil Society 
Legislative Advocacy 
Center (CISLAC) and 
MacArthur Foundation 

had the objective as “to 
improve knowledge and 
intensify media voices and 
demand in advocating 
for accountability, social 
inclusion, anti-corruption 
and transparency.

Nnennaya posited that 
good governance  makes for 
social change that protects 
the citizens and provides 
the needed development 
for all and sundry.

She urged the 
participants to understand 
the impediment facing 
CSOs towards the 
realization of  an effective 
and productive advocacy, 
stressing that there’s need 
to deploy the article 13 of  
African Union Convention 
on preventing and 
combating corruption.

The participants 
resolved to galvanize and 
congregate their voices 
for the campaign for good 
governance in Imo State.

Gov. Okezie Ikpea  z u   New Abattoir, Aba

immediate relocation of  
both the abattoir and the 
Ahia-Udele Market where 
foodstuffs are sold to two 
new locations.

One of  the locations is 
the under-construction 
abattoir at Omumauzor 
where many butchers said 
that the Abia government 
has not shown any sign of  
seriousness in developing 
the place as it does not 
have a good access road 
and can only boast of  just 
a borehole. 

According to Ekene 
Onwe, a butcher, “I left 
Enugu State last three years 

and I’ve been doing well 
here. The plans government 
have for our old location 
from what I’m seeing is not 
bad, but where they want 
us to go could be a suicide 
mission. 

“A lot of  us are quitting 
the butchering business 
already because we’re aware 
that Omumauzor where we 
were forced to relocate to 
will be a problem. There’s 
no single security presence 
there, no single motorable 
road. Are we going to be 
pushing trailers as the rains 
come?

“People are going there 
now because it’s still dry 
season. As I speak to you, 
no butcher has agreed to 
go. They’re all at Good 
Morning Market slaughter. 
When the rains start, we’ll 
see the real problem. 

“Again, how can 
government push people 
to such a bush without 
properly fencing it to 
separate it from normal 
village life and farming 
process? 

“We’ve been hearing 
from the villagers that 
RUGA is being brought to 

their land and you know 
the dangers that portend to 
anyone around there.”

“What’s my safety as a 
butcher? As I speak to you, 
many of  us are already 
changing business lines 
instead of  relocating to 
this place because when 
the trouble will start, the 
government will not do 
anything to help us.”

All efforts to reach Abia 
Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO), Geoffrey 
Ogbonna proved abortive 
as he failed to respond to 
his calls.

Anambra APC lawmaker 
resigns as chief whip
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
D u n u k o f i a 

constituency and the 
Chief  Whip of  the 
Anambra state House 
of  Assembly, Hon. 
Lawrence Ezeudu has 
resigned his position.

Speaker Anambra State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Uche Okofor at the 
plenary read out the letter 
of  resignation of  Ezeudu 
to the lawmakers.

Ezeude in his 
submission thanked the 
seventh assembly for the 
trust bestowed on him 
and for their support and 
corporation.

In his words “I have 
been in the position for 
seven years. I decided 
to cross-carpet from 
the All Progressive 

Congress (APC), to the 
All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA).

“I want to thank my 
deputy, Hon. Beverly 
Ikpeazu Nkemdichie 
for showing vigor 
throughout my tenure 
as the Chief  Whip. We 
never had any up-rising 
from the house. I will 
still support whoever the 
majority party deems fit 
of  this position. Ezeude 
submitted

Member representing 
Njikoka 1 constituency, 
Hon Timothy 
Ifedioramma and 
Member representing 
Nnewi North 
Constituency, Hon. 
Nonso Smart Okafor, in 
their separate submissions 
commended Ezeudu for 
his courage and quality 
representation. 

“I commend his 
courage and boldness 

and his sanctity of  the 
standing orders as it 
relates to his position. He 
is a man who seeks peace 
and wants the progress of  
the entire house. 

“I thank him for a 
job well done. We did 
not have crisis within 
the time he held the 
position of  the Chief  
Whip. Respect is earned 
and not demanded. The 
lawmakers submitted.
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 News Features

Sanitation: Remembering the legacy
of Chief Sam Mbakwe
By Bro. Mike

C
hief  Samuel Onuna-
ka Mbakwe, the 
Avutu, Obowo-born 
Second Republic 

lawyer-governor of  the Old 
Imo state ruled between 01 
October, 1979 and 31 Decem-
ber, 1983. On 31 December, 
1983, the military cabal, some 
of  who included Major-Gen 
Sani Abacha and Major-Gen 
Muhammadu Buhari, over-
threw the civilian government 
of  Alhaji Shehu Usman Ali-
yu Shagari, a former teacher 
from Sokoto state and a great 
statesman, who was the Pres-
ident then.

Within the four years Dee 
Sam served as the governor 
of  Imo state, he left many leg-
acies that people of  Imo and 
Abia states and, indeed, other 
Nigerians still refer to till this 
day. Dr Sam Mbakwe was a 
grassroots leader and a man 
of  his people!

Dee Sam had touched all 
parts of  Imo state then with-
out exception in developmen-
tal sphere. Nearly every town 
in the Imo state benefitted, in 
one way or the other, during 
his four-year reign. He had 
touched the lives of  his people 
that he can not be forgotten 
in a hurry. Yes; the ‘weeping’ 
governor of  Imo state will 
never be forgotten by those 
who witnessed his reign.

The roads he built in Umua-
hia, now the Abia state capital 
city, are still there for everyone 
to see! They are still without 
pot-holes – the way the con-
struction firm built them then. 

Before his regime, Arochuk-
wu had no piped water. Yes. 
There was no potable water in 
Arochukwu – an ancient Igbo 
town that is always forgotten 
and neglected in the scheme 
of  things in Nigeria. But Chief  
Sam Onunaka Mbakwe said 
no to that and went ahead to 
build a N22m Arochukwu 
Water Scheme for the people. 
N22m was a huge amount of  
money then.

That water scheme that pro-
vided water for the people of  
Arochukwu then is now mori-
bund and does not exist again. 
The military destroyed it and 
the ensuing civilian govern-
ments that followed failed to 
do anything about it till today.

But of  all the Dee Sam 
Mbakwe’s legacy-projects, 
the most outstanding and 
the number one was on envi-

ronmental sanitation! Here, 
Chief  Mbakwe had shown the 
class of  positive thinkers he 
belonged! He had out-shined 
all other governors then. Dee 
Sam had done what no other 
governor had done in Nigeria 
hitherto in his bid to ensure 
the protection and promotion 
of  public health in his state 
then through effective clean-
liness of  the environment of  
his state; he never politicised 
environmental sanitation the 
way the present governors do 
with crassness.

Before the Second Repub-
lic politics was repressed by 
the military regrettably, Imo 
state then was adjudged the 
cleanest state in the Feder-
al Republic of  Nigeria. That  
had attracted the attention of  
other state governors in Ni-
geria then, some of  who had 
travelled to Imo state to learn 
the ‘magic’ Dee Sam had used 
in making his state to become 
the cleanest in the whole of  
Nigeria then and Umuahia, 
the cleanest town in the coun-
try then. It was a nicety to be-
hold.

How did Dee Sam achieve 
that feat? It was simple. As a 
leader who wanted the best 
for his people, Chief  Samuel 
Onunaka Mbakwe never pre-
tended who knew everything. 
No; he never did so. Rather, 
he had realised he needed to 
seek the services of  experts on 
the area of  environmental san-
itation. So, he went for them. 
First, he searched for the ex-
perts, and when he assembled 
them at the Imo Concord 
Hotel in Owerri, the public 
health superintendents as they 
were called then, he sought 
for their opinion on how best 
to keep Imo state clean and 
which would be sustainable. 

The public health superin-
tendents told him, during the 
meeting, what to do in that 
regard – set up an agency on 
sanitation, let it operate at five 
zones/ offices at Aba, Owerri, 
Umuahia, Okigwe and Orlu; 
appoint a technical partner, 
and appoint a seasoned sani-
tarian to man the agency, and 
fund it. That was all that was 
needed. As a most competent, 
caring and listening governor, 
Dee Sam did just that.  

  So, he went ahead to es -
tablish the Imo State Envi-
ronmental Sanitation Agency, 
ISESA, which operated at the 
above zones of  the state then. 
Qualified professional sanitar-

Late Chief Sam Mbakwe

ians were appointed to head 
the offices at the zones while a 
seasoned professional sanitar-
ian-man, Osita Nwosu from 
Arondizuogu, was appointed 
the general manager while 
SULO, a German technical 
partner, was appointed to han-
dle the technical aspect of  the 
job. With the above structure 

in place, the stage was set to 
keep Imo state clean and, re-
ally, that dream was achieved 
within a short period of  time.

So, Imo state became clean 
to the health benefits of  the 
people; the state had become 
the cleanest in the whole of  
Nigeria by the end of  1983! As 
Imo state became the cleanest 

in Nigeria, Umuahia town be-
came the cleanest among all 
other towns in Nigeria too! It 
was not a mean feat achieved 
by the Mbakwe Administra-
tion then. It wasn’t, really. It 
was a deliberate action taken 
by Chief  Mbakwe to protect 
the health of  his people aimed 
at giving them the best in ad-
ministration.

Each time I travel to Owerri 
these days and visit Umuahia 
and see the heaps of  refuse 
that scatter everywhere in 
these towns, I feel bad and 
think I should tell death to 
bring Chief  Sam Onunaka 
Mbakwe to life again so that 
he continues to rule Imo state 
so that Owerri will continue 
to be as clean as it was then 
just as Umuahia, the current 
capital city of  Abia state, will 
become the cleanest township 
in Nigeria again as it was be-
tween 1980 and 1983.

Really, leadership nicety in 
Nigeria has continued to go 
down and nose-dive steadily 
to the extent that Nigerians 
today no longer know that it is 
the responsibility of  their po-
litical leaders in government 
to provide them with potable 
water, good and motor-able 
roads, keep their environment 
clean in the interest of  their 
health, and pay workers sala-
ries, pensioners and gratuities 
regularly.

All these are lacking under 
today’s ‘leaders’ who do next 
to nothing to care for those 
they lead; they are only after 
their pockets, and go ahead to 
return the people’s common-
wealth to those who had put 
them in offices while the peo-
ple continue to suffer and die 
of  penury, want and diseases 
filthy environments bring to 
them.

Yes; there were leaders in 
those days. Dee Sam Mbakwe 
was one of  them. His legacy 
in the area of  environmental 
sanitation testifies to this to 
this day.

Really, leadership nicety 
in Nigeria has continued to go 
down and nose-dive steadily 
to the extent that Nigerians

 today no longer know that it is 
the responsibility of their 

political leaders in government
 to provide them with potable
 water, good and motor-able

 roads, keep their environment 
clean in the interest of their 

health, and pay workers 
salaries, pensioners and 

gratuities regularly
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pictures from some years back 
would lead to the conclusion that 
they have done some work. 

The interesting thing about 
these ladies is that they sell beauty 
products like slimming teas and 
waist trainers. 

It seems to be an inherently 
contradictory way to sell these 
products but, no one seems to care 
because of  visibility and sales for 
the brands and that is a job well 
done. 

To some it is also another 
influencer gig for the hospital and 
plastic surgeon as Laura allegedly 
said. 

Cosmetic surgery is popular in 
Hollywood, a common one is 
botox to straighten fine lines and 
prevent wrinkles and naive fans talk 
about how they haven't aged a day. 

American actress, Eva Mendes 
posted herself  undergoing a 
cosmetic procedure known as 
mono threading that releases 
collagen and straighten fine lines 
and wrinkles. It looked brutal but 
she said it wasn't painful when a fan 
asked about it. 

For most of  them, they always 
wanted to look a certain way and 
m o n e y  o f f e r e d  t h e m  t h e 
opportunity to do so. 

It can be argued that self-love is 
a spectrum, and people need not 
shame others for doing what makes 
them happy. 

Sofia Vergara, an American 
actress popular for her role in 
Modern Family speaking to Instyle 
had this to say about botox and I 
agree with her; 

"If  it makes you happier and more 
confident, then why not? But I also 
think you have to do your research, so 
you know what to expect—that you'll 
look fresher but not necessarily younger. 
I don't want to age, but hey, what can 
you do? It's a natural process. I'm trying 
to do it gracefully." 

ome female celebrities are 

Sopen about surgical and non-
surgical cosmetic surgery. 

While others never admit it even 
the results of  a changed body and 
face are very obvious. 

In the Nigerian celebrity scene, 
these are the women open about 
enhancing their faces and bodies 
with different procedures: 

Laura Ikeji 
I n f l u e n c e r,  L a u r a  I k e j i , 

documented her nose job on her 
Instagram story, and more recently 
her chin being injected with fillers. 

Laura has allegedly said that 
she is influencing for these doctors 
and clinics but that seems like an 
added advantage to getting work 
done. 

Nina Ivy 
Ex-BBN housemate Nina Ivy 

walked us through her entire 
procedure and flaunted her newly-
acquired body. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke Makinwa is also open 

about having her body done, even a 
blind man could see the drastic 
difference in Toke's body pre and 
post-surgery. 

Mercy Eke 
Her hips and backside were not 

always like that, but when she 
stepped on the Big Brother stage, 
she let the world know she had 
work done. 

Nengi Hampson 
Nengi is also open about doing 

plastic surgery and admitted it 
while in the Big Brother Naija 
House. 

Tonto Dike 
Tonto Dike also shared that she 

had non-surgical liposuction done. 
Other notable celebrities that 

have been open about going under 
the knife include Big Brother Naija 
alumnus like Khloe and Ka3na, 
and actress Onyi Alex. 

Some female celebrities are not 
as open but contrasting their 

Female celebrities open about cosmetic surgery,
botox and Brazilian butt lifts 
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
issing was not a Kuniversal show of  
affection. Before 

colonisation, many cultures 
did not kiss. 

Tracking how kissing 
started is not an easy feat, 
many believed that evolution 
played a role. Evolutionarily, 
some mammals feed their 
young ones by mouth-to-
mouth mastication. 

However, India is the 
p l a c e  w h e r e  k i s s i n g 
or ig ina ted  f rom.  Af te r 
A l e x a n d e r  t h e  G r e a t 
c o n q u e r e d  I n d i a ,  h e 
introduced kissing to Rome 
and the Romans perfected 
the art of  kissing. 

Then, there were three 
types of  kissing. 

O s c u l u m  w a s  a 
friendship kiss in form of  a 
peck on the cheeks.

Basium was a lips-to-lips 
kiss and a little erotic

Savium is  a  kiss  of  
passion, referred to as the 
French kiss.

W h e n  C h r i s t i a n i t y 
gained prominence through 
the Catholic Church, they 
banned the 'holy kiss' and in 
i t s  s t ead  had  the  ho ly 
handshake. 

In the Medieval age, 
p e o p l e  e v e n  s i g n e d 

ast week, a reader Lchatted me up in 
response to Mercy's 

story and gave her own view 
of  the story, quickly let me 
share with you what she 
said.

“Dear Oma ,  i t  will 
interest you to know that 
men will always be men 
with their promiscuous life 
style when it comes to 
messing around, even if  the 
wife cannot satisfy him 
sexually does that give him 
the ground to cheat around 
to the point that he makes 
advances to the wife's sister? 
Am sorry to say but t think 
Mercy should te l l  the 
woman and warn her to do 
a  t h o r o u g h  m e d i c a l 
checkup before continuing 
in such marriage, who 
knows what is even making 
the man sick” 

Dear Oma
My name is Prisca and I 

am a 32 years old lady who 
is depressed and confuse at 
this point. I got married at 
the age of  28 and till now I 
don't have a child of  my 
own though I was pregnant 
once but lost the child due 
to depression coupled with 
the fact that my “loving” 
husband lost his job at that 

hormones 
Kisses also happy trigger 

hormones like dopamine, 
adrenaline, serotonin and 
oxytocin that make us feel 
good. When you kiss your 
pupils dilate, your heart 
races. You feel in love. 

Kissing helps you to 
determine compatibility 

If  you have a bad kiss 
with someone, there is a 
chance you will not feel 
attracted to them anymore 
because of  how kissing is 
associated with love and 

f a ther  was  dy ing  and 
wished to speak with me 
before death! I felt so 
ashamed over my action. 
And blamed myself  for his 
death when I learnt of  it, 
how callous of  a daughter I 
must have been to a man 
who called me his own and 
was just looking out for me.

Few weeks after the 
whole incident my Darling 
h u s b a n d  c h a n g e d 
completely and started 
keeping late night until I 
found out that he was seeing 
another woman who was 
“pregnant” for him and 
offered him a job, I was 
willing to deal with all that 
not until he decided to bring 
her to our matrimonial 
home and when I refused he 
packed up his bags and left 
l e av i n g  m e  h o m e l e s s 
because I couldn't pay up 
the rent.

I  squir ted with my 
friend until I was able to 
stand on my feet years later 
and am doing well as an 
entrepreneur of  my own 
and my father's will was 
handed over to me.

Whenever I recall all 
t h i s  ex p e r i e n c e  I  c r y 
because a part of  me still 
want my husband ever since 

give him another chance, 
f r o m  yo u r  s t o r y,  yo u 
affirmed he loves you and 
you loved him against all 
odds.

Dear Oma
I ' ve  b e e n  d a t i n g  a 

wonderful man for two 
years, we first met on my 
first day on campus while I 
was trying to fix myself  an 
apartment after admission 
to study Nursing in Imo 
state university. He is the 
first person in my life who 
has made me feel loved and 
accepted unconditionally, 
at my best and worst, which 
is why I think the issue I 
have with him feels hard. 
His hygiene stinks. It wasn't 
an issue when we met: His 
routine is to shower and 
change his clothes before he 
leaves the house to do 
anything so I never noticed 
t h i s  b e f o r e  w e  l i v e d 
together. I moved in with 
him four months ago and 
since then, I've noticed his 
hygiene habits have been 
thrown out the door. I think 
without exaggerating he 
showers once a week, 
doesn't wash off  after we 
have sex, and changes his 
underwear after two days. 
We cook together every 

documents with a kiss, and 
during the Renaissance, 
kissing became a big part of  
romantic stories like Romeo 
and Juliet and Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs. 

So, why should you kiss 
more? 

It feels good 
The apparent reason is 

that it feels good. The lips 
h av e  s e n s i t i v e  n e r v e s 
connected to the part of  the 
brain capable of  recognising 
pleasure. 

I t  r e l e a s e s  h a p p y 

etting a divorce is one 

Gof  the most difficult 
life experiences 

You got married, now 
years have passed, maybe 
children have been born and 
time has been invested in the 
relationship. When should you 
call it quits? throw in the towel? 
and walk away from the 
marriage? 

These are five important 
steps to consider; 

1. Are the three definite 
signs that the relationship must 
end present? 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  t h r e e 
definite signs you have reached 
the end of  the road? 

T h e r e  i s  a b u s e  o r 

unreasonable behaviour; It 
could be physical, verbal or 
emotional abuse. At any sign 
of  abuse, you should be bolting 
out the door.

Do they act in a way that 
you are cannot be expected to 
live with them? Even the law 
recognises  unreasonable 
behaviour as a sufficient 
ground for divorce. 

2. Untreated addictions: 
Does he get drunk and start 
physically or verbally abusing 
you and the children? Is your 
partner suffering from any 
addiction that is detrimental to 
you, your children, and the 
marriage? 

3.  Has the marr iage 

become an unsafe place to raise 
children? 

These three signs are non-
negotiable signs that the 
marriage has to end. 

2. If  there was infidelity, 
are they willing to work on the 
relationship? 

A f t e r  s o m e  y e a r s , 
marriages can flat line. Maybe 
they even cheated, or you did. 
Can you forgive and live with 
the betrayal of  cheating or can 
your spouse? 

Many marriages recover 
even after cheating. A quick 
example is Beyonce and Jay Z. 

Is it something you both 
want to work on? Not just you, 
but you two. 

3. Are you both willing 
and committed to change and 
be better? 

It is hard to stay married 
to someone who is adamant 
about hurting your feelings or 
ignoring your needs. 

Perhaps you aren't given 
enough attention, or they do 
not respect you as they used to, 
nothing will get better if  their 
behaviour doesn't improve and 
sometimes some people don't 
want to improve or change. 

4. Will the issue get 
better? 

I t  i s n ' t  e v e r y 
disagreement or argument that 
should make you call your 
lawyers. 

Is the issue something 
that could get better in time? Or 
it won't and you cannot live 
with it. 

What can you do to 
change the situation? What 
changes need to be made? 

The best way to find out is 
to take your time. 

5. Will your life be better 
without them in it? 

I f  you  can  envis ion 
yourself  happier, achieving 
your dreams, sleeping more 
and generally living a better life 
without them; it makes so 
m u c h  s e n s e  t o  e n d  t h e 
relationship and pursue the 
higher good. 

point .  Anyways  i t  a l l 
happened when he got 
himself  in a contract which 
I warned him not to involve 
himself  with his friend 
whom I didn't trust even 
t h o u g h  h e  w a s  m y 
chi ldhood f r iend.  My 
husband couldn't tell me 
about it because of  the way 
he feels for me and the fact 
that I warned him about the 
investment but then I found 
out eventually and I was 
willing to manage whatever 
we had together. It got so 
bad that we couldn't feed 
anymore by we kept going 
believing that things would 
work out sooner and it was 
at this point I lost my 
pregnancy because I had to 
go back to my father who 
initially objected that I do 
not marry him, the stress 
and hatred I developed for 
my father after he reminded 
me of  the past and my 
husband incapability of  
taking responsibility of  my 
w e l f a r e  e n r a g e d  a n d 
enveloped me that led to me 
loosing the baby.

And at the point of  
death he called I never 
p icked,  a l l  my family 
member called I never 
picked…I never knew my 

passion. 
Kissing involves the 

exchange of  pheromones and 
d e t e r m i n e s  s e x u a l 
compatibility and if  you are 
repulsed by each other, it is 
probably a bad sign. 

Kissing helps you bond 
sexually 

Kissing also helps you 
bond more with your partner 
and creates intimacy. It is also 
an excellent way to get the 
foreplay started and going. 

he came back apologizing 
seeking my forgiveness that 
he was played and deceived 
by the girl who was never 
pregnant for him.

I am being advised never 
to go back to him anymore, 
its being three years now 
since we went our different 
ways though I have forgiven 
him but I don't know if  I 
should ignore what people 
are saying and take him 
back because am no longer 
getting younger I am 32 
years already, what should I 
do?

Advice:  Dear Prisca, 
Marriage we say is for better 
for worst but in this case, it 
is understandable that the 
man left because he felt that 
the  other  woman was 
pregnant for him which 
turned out to be a lie.
Honestly speaking, that he 
l o s t  h i s  j o b  a n d  h i s 
investment isn't an excuse 
for him to cheat on you and 
abandon you when you 
both needed each other 
most. I believe your heart 
still yearns for him and I 
definitely understand your 
point  i f  you wouldn ' t 
forgive him but I advice you 
take a break out for a while 
and clear your head then 

night! I can't stomach eating 
his food now knowing how 
dirty he is. He smells dirty, 
with typical body odour 
which is more obvious 
when he fails to apply 
perfume. Sometimes I can't 
stand getting close enough 
to his face to kiss him 
because his face smudges 
my glasses, his stubble 
scratches my face, and he 
just … smells. I love him so 
much and don't want to 
bruise his ego or make him 
feel bad. Our relationship is 
otherwise great, and we 
have a good track record of 
working through difficult 
issues with love and respect, 
so I don't know why this one 
is so hard for me to bring up. 
Should I? Or am I being 
ridiculous? If  I do bring it 
up, do you have a script for 
how I can talk about this 
w i t h o u t  i t  b e i n g 
embarrassing for him?

Sometimes  even Oma 
needs a little help in this 
column, especially when the 
question becomes as tricky as 
the  one  above .  Jo in  the 
conversation by sending in 
your opinions and thoughts to 
+2348102579656 and follow 
up for the final answer in our 
next weekend edition. 
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taying fit and healthy 

Sdoesn't always mean 
eating healthy foods 

and working out. It also 
involve getting rids of  toxin 
waste which are already 
stored in the body. Drinking 
water has its own benefits, 
whether your stomach is full 
or empty. Water is the best 
dr ink you can have to 
quench thirst and get rid of  
several diseases. Staying 
hydrated is essential to 
keeping your body healthy 
and satisfied. Water is a 
necessary part of  life.

Our body is made up of  
70% water so it is important 
that we need to provide our 
body with more and more 
water to help it get rid of  
toxins waste in our bodies. 
Researchers say that the six 
t o  e i g h t  h o u r s  o f  
recommended nightly sleep 
are a long period to go 
w i t h o u t  a n y  w a t e r 
consumption. 

Drinking a glass or two 
of  water right when you 
wake up, however, is a good 
way to quickly rehydrate 
your body. Drinking water 
first thing in the morning 
helps fuel your brain. 

Drinking water on an 
empty stomach helps in 
cleansing your bowels. It 
creates an urge to move the 
bowel and therefore helps to 
regulate your digestive tract. 
If  you experience difficulty 
while passing motion or if  
you feel constipated, drink 
plenty of  water as it helps in 
clearing the waste from your 
body.

Drinking water first 
thing in the morning helps to 
fight/drive out sicknesses in 
the body. When you're 
sleeping, your body is in 
repair and recovery mode. 
During this t ime, your 
immune system is hard at 
work ridding your body of  
toxins. By drinking enough 
water, you can speed up the 
process in which your body 
flushes those toxins.

Re a s o n s  w h y  y o u 
s h o u l d  d r i n k  w a t e r 
immediately after waking up 
improves your life.

I n c r e a s e s  S k i n 
Radiance for a Flawless 
Complexion: By drinking 
water, your body is able to 
release toxins faster, which 
will help give your skin that 
glow and radiance you may 
buy products for. Drinking 
of  enough water increases 
blood flow and make your 
skin glow while increasing 
production of  new blood 
cells. The shortage of  water 
in your body can also cause 
premature wrinkles and 
deeper pores.

Helps Weight Loss:  by 

drinking water immediately 
after waking up, your body is 
releasing toxins, which begin 
movement in your bowels. 
This process will recover and 
improve your digestive 
s y s t e m .  I t  h e l p s  i n 
decreasing cravings which is 
the cause of  the weight in the 
first place.

I n c r e a s e d  e n e r g y. 
Besides the energetic boost 
f r o m  y o u r  i n c r e a s e d 
metabolism, drinking water 
on an empty stomach also 
increases your red blood cell 

he Agbalumo season Tis here again and it is 
that time of  the year 

when wheelbarrows of  the 
fruit litters everywhere. 

African star apple is both 
delicious and low in calories, 
making it a power-packed 
favourite.

The African star apple is 
more commonly known as 
Agbalumo in Yoruba and 
Udara in Igbo. Just like every 
other fruit offered by nature, 
it has some wonderful health 
benefits. 

From the prevention of  
mouth gum disease to the 
tackling of  toothache as well 
as sore throat, the benefit of  
consuming Agbalumo goes 
on and on. 

The milky juice that 
c o m e s  o u t  o f  i t  w h e n 
squeezed or sucked is not 
only satisfying l ike the 
chewable skin, it comes with 
some wonderful  heal th 
b e n e f i t s ,  w h i c h  a r e 
highlighted below. 

1. Helps weight loss 
For people who count 

their calories, Agbalumo 
might be the fruit you've been 
waiting for. Studies have 
shown that a serving of  
Agbalumo contains just 67 
calories; thus making it a 
good option for people with 
weight issues as they get 
fewer calories intake in the 
process of  consuming it. 

2. Rich in vitamin C  
Agbalumo contains a 

high Vitamin C content i.e. 
100g of  the fruit gives about 
25mg of  vitamin C. This 
he lps  protect  the  body 
against immune system 
deficiencies, cardiovascular 
disease, prenatal health 
problems, eye disease, and 
even skin wrinkling. It is also 
helpful in maintaining the 
healthiness of  your gum, 
preventing spurge and gum 

disease. 
3. Natural anti-oxidant 
A n t i o x i d a n t s  h e l p 

prevent the damage to the 
sy s t em caused  by  f r ee 
radicals. Free radicals are 
unstable molecules that are 
produced in your cells during 
your own metabolism. Their 
production increases in 
response to stress or injury. 
Intakes of  foods and drinks 
that can neutralise these free 
r a d i c a l s  a r e  h i g h l y 

encouraged, and Agbalumo 
does just that. 

4. Good for expecting 
mothers 

The  ac id i c  t a s t e  o f  
Agbalumo help prevents the 
urge of  vomiting during 
pregnancy. However, they 
should consult their doctors 
on ante-natal diet. 

5. Used well in folk 
medicine 

The sweet and sour taste 
of  agbalumo acts as a natural 

remedy for common issues 
s u c h  a s  c o n s t i p a t i o n , 
toothache sore throat, and 
i n d i g e s t i o n .  H e r b a l 
practitioners are also known 
to use the bark of  the tree to 
t r ea t  ye l low f eve r  and 
malaria, while the leaves are 
useful for treating wounds, 
s t o m a c h  a c h e ,  a n d 
diarrhoea. 

However, the leaves have 
been proven to be toxic when 
taken in excess quantities. 

count. These added cells 
increase the amount of  
energy in your body.

Prevents Headaches: 
One of  the main reasons for 
headache is the lack regular 
water intake. Dehydration 
leads to headache. Drinking 
water not only prevents 
headache but also arrests 
bad odour and other dental 
problems.

Decreased heartburn: 
Drinking water first thing in 
the morning will dilute your 
stomach acid and help you 

digest your food. 
Increase Shine and 

Hair Texture: Drinking 
water on an empty stomach 
will increase hair growth and 
hair characteristics. By 
decreasing water intake, you 
are actually causing your 
hair to turn thin and delicate.

Reduce Risk of  having 
Kidney Stones and Bladder 
Infections: the water will 
dilute the stomach acidity to 
decrease the chance of  
kidney stones and bladder 
infections. The more water 

you drink, the more toxins 
are rid from your body, 
which prevents bladder 
infections.

Strengthens Immune 
System:  When you drink 
water early in the morning, 
the water pushes the acidity 
d ow n  a n d  d i l u t e s  t h e 
stomach.  Drinking water 
first thing in the morning 
flushes out the stomach and 
there fore  ba lances  the 
lymphatic system. A stable 
lymphatic system will help 
build a strong immune 

system, which will prevent 
us from getting sick as often. 
The water will decrease the 
acidity in your stomach so 
that when it is time for your 
breakfas t ,  you wi l l  be 
comfortable.

You need to drink water 
throughout the day to keep 
your body healthy. The best 
way to do this is by starting 
every day with a glass. Try it 
and see how your health 
improves. 

Healthy LivingHealthy LivingHealthy Living

By Glory Ugochukwu

Why you should drink water first thing in the morning

Health benefits of African star apple/Agbalumo/Udara
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Foreign News

Tanzania President meets exiled opposition 
leader in sign of rapprochement

T
anzanian President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan 
met top opposition 
leader Tundu Lissu in 

Belgium on Wednesday, Has-
san’s office said on Wednesday, 
and Lissu later said he wishes 
to return home from self-im-
posed exile if  the president 
gives him assurances.

A fierce critic of  former Tan-
zania President John Magufuli 
and his government, Lissu fled 
into exile in 2017 after being 
shot and wounded by unidenti-
fied gunmen in the administra-
tive capital Dodoma.

However, Hassan, who took 
over after Magufuli’s death in 
March last year, has pursued 
measures to improve Tanza-
nia’s human rights record in-
cluding lifting bans on media 
outlets imposed under his pre-
decessor.

A statement by Hassan’s 
State House said the president 
met Lissu in Brussels at the lat-
ter’s request.

In an online news conference 
after Wednesday’s meeting, 
Lissu said that he had told the 

president that he needs her as-
surances he will be safe back in 
Tanzania.

The president and Lissu, the 
statement said, “discussed var-
ious issues of  mutual interest 
on the state of  the Tanzanian 
nation”.

No further details were pro-
vided, but Lissu told jour-
nalists the two discussed the 
opposition’s call for a new con-
stitution and for an independ-
ent electoral body.

Lissu, who is vice president 
of  the main opposition Chade-
ma party, was arrested eight 
times in the year leading up to 
the shooting attack in 2017 and 
was charged with incitement, 
among other alleged offences.

He spent three years in exile 
before returning in July 2020 
to participate in that year’s 
presidential elections, losing 
to Magufuli. Lissu rejected the 
outcome, alleging widespread 
vote rigging.

He again went abroad in No-
vember 2020 after complaining 
of  death threats and has since 
been in exile in Belgium.

Girl missing since 2019 found 
alive in secret room

A 
young girl who went 
missing in 2019 has been 
found alive in a secret 

room under a staircase, police in 
the US state of  New York say.

Paislee Shultis, now six, was 
discovered in a house in the town 
of  Saugerties after a search on 
Monday.

She is in good health and has 
now been reunited with her legal 
guardian and older sister, the po-
lice say.

Her non-custodial parents have 
charged with custodial interfer-
ence and endangering the welfare 
of  a child.

Paislee was reported missing 
from Tioga County, New York, in 
July 2019, according to a police 
statement. She was aged four.

Authorities at the time believed 
she had been abducted by her par-
ents, Kimberly Cooper, 33, and 
Kirk Shultis Jr., 32.

After receiving information 
that Paislee was being kept at a 
hidden location in the town of  
Saugerties, Ulster County, police 
obtained a warrant to search the 
house. The property had been 
searched before.

Kirk Shultis Sr., 57, who owns 
the house, was there when the po-
lice conducted the search and said 
he had no knowledge of  Paislee’s 
whereabouts, the police say.

But a little over an hour into the 
search, one of  the detectives no-
ticed that the stairs leading to the 

basement of  the house appeared 
to be strangely constructed.

After removing several boards 
police found Paislee and Ms 
Cooper hiding in what the police 
described as a “small, cold, and 
wet” enclosure.

Paislee was examined by par-
amedics, and is reported to be in 
good health.

Ms Cooper, Mr Shultis Jr. and 
Mr Shultis Sr. were all arrested 
and charged with Paislee’s disap-
pearance. The father and son have 
both been released pending trial.

Ms Cooper had an outstanding 
warrant, and therefore remains in 
Ulster County’s jail.

An investigation is on-going and 
more arrests are pending, the po-
lice statement says.

Australia to list Hamas and US 
far-right group as terrorists

Tanzanian President, Samia Suluhu Hassan

Paislee Shultis was reported missing in 
July 2019.

A
ustralia on Thursday said 
it had added the U.S.-
based far-right extremist 

group National Socialist Order and 
planned to add the entirety of  the 
Palestinian group Hamas to its list 
of  outlawed terrorist organizations 
as concerns rise about radicalized 
children.

The National Socialist Order, for-
merly known as Atomwaffen Divi-
sion, joins Islamist groups Hay’at 
Tahrir al-Sham and Hurras al-Din 
in being added to the list, Home Af-
fairs Minister Karen Andrews said.

Hamas’ military wing, Hamas’ 
Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, has 
been listed as a terrorist organiza-
tion since 2003.

The National Socialist Order, 
which advocates a global “race war” 
and the collapse of  democratic so-
cieties, joined the list on Thursday, 
bringing the number of  outlawed 
groups to 28.

The two Islamist groups, both ac-
tive in the Syrian civil war, will be 
listed in April.

Andrews has written to state gov-
ernments to finalize the listing of  
Hamas as soon as possible.

“The views of  Hamas and the 
violent extremist groups listed to-
day are deeply disturbing, and there 
is no place in Australia for such 
views,” Andrews said.

“It’s vital that our laws target not 
only terrorist acts and terrorists, but 
also the organizations that plan, fi-
nance and carry out these acts,” she 
added.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett congratulated his Austral-
ian counterpart Scott Morrison for 
the Hamas decision.

“I thank my friend, Australian 

P.M. Scott Morrison, for acting on 
this issue after the conversation we 
had on this important matter. It is 
another important step in the global 
fight against terror,” Bennett said in 
a statement.

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lap-
id also thanked Australian Ambas-
sador to Israel Paul Griffiths for 
what he described as a “significant 
step” in Israel’s international effort 
to curtail terrorist organizations.

Zionist Federation of  Australia 
President Jeremy Leibler said the 
Hamas listing made clear Austral-
ia’s “absolute rejection of  hatred 
and terrorism.”

“There is absolutely no doubt 
that Hamas in its entirety meets the 
definition of  terrorist organization,” 
Leibler said in a statement, adding 
that the decision aligns Australia 
with the United States, European 
Union, Britain and Canada.

The Australia Palestine Advoca-
cy Network, a national coalition of  
Australians who support Palestin-
ian rights, disagreed with Hamas’ 
political wing being designated a 
terrorist organization.

“The government has failed in 
its duty of  searching for a peaceful 
solution and has shown it applies 
one set of  rules to Palestine and an-
other to Israel,” Network President 
Bishop George Browning said.

The designation does nothing to 
advance the cause of  peace and will 
only create more suffering for the 2 
million people currently living un-
der a 15-year Israeli blockade, the 
Network said in a statement.

The National Socialist Order is 
only the third far-right group to be 
designated by Australia as a terrorist 
organization.

The Base, a neo-Nazi white su-
premacist group formed in the 
United States in 2018, was listed 
in December and the British-based 
Sonnenkrieg Division was listed in 
August.

Mike Burgess, director general of  
the Australian Security Intelligence 
Organization, the nation’s main 
domestic spy agency, said last week 
that pandemic restrictions in Aus-
tralia had sent online radicalization 
“into overdrive” in recent years as 
isolated people spent more time on-
line.

The proportion of  new coun-
ter-terrorism investigations involv-
ing minors had increased from to 
less than 3% to 15% in only a few 
years, Burgess said in his annual 
threat assessment.

At the end of  2021, minors rep-
resented more than half  of  the spy 
agency’s priority counter-terrorism 
investigations, he said. 

Australian Home Affairs Minister 
Karen Andrews speaks during a press
conference at Parliament House in
Canberra, Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022. 
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NiMet seasonal climate 
prediction for 2022

To be forewarned is to be 
fore-equipped. It will 
be of  great judgement 

to apply this information and 
data as the season unfolds” – 
Minister of  Aviation, Senator 
Hadi Sirika

In fulfilment of  its 
statutory responsibility 
to advise the government 
and people of  Nigeria 
on all aspects of  weather 
and climate, the Nigerian 
Meteorological Agency, 
since its inception in 2003, 
has remained on a trajectory 
of  innovative evolution 
that has responded to the 
environmental exigencies of  
the day. Hence, as we battle 
with the reality of  a changing 
climate, with 2021 being 
designated by the World 
Meteorological Organisation 
as one of  the seventh warmest 
years on record, there are 
heart-warming signs on the 
nation’s ecological calendar 
path which shall guarantee 
our resilience so as not to 
slide off  the precipice.

This year saw even a 
brighter hue in the national 
climate story. On Tuesday, in 
Abuja, NiMet presented its 
Seasonal Climate Prediction 
to the nation, with the theme, 
“Strengthening Climate 
Actions through Timely 
and Impact-based Climate 
Prediction for Economic 
Recovery.” In one of  the 
additions that defined this 
year, the Director-General 
and Chief  Executive Officer 
of  NiMet, Professor Mansur 
Bako Matazu, had earlier in 
the year, brought together and 
educated relevant stakeholders 
on the SCP as a prelude to the 
public presentation thereby 
enabling their capacity as 
co-producers of  the SCP to 
unlock effective understanding 
and efficient utilisation of  the 
climate products.

The Seasonal Climate 
Prediction falls under the 
category of  NiMet’s long-
term forecasts in contrast to its 
weather forecasts that range 
from nowcasting to short 
and medium forecasts. The 
SCP contains information 
on the onset and cessation 

dates of  the cropping season; 
length of  the growing period; 
rainfall amount; temperature 
forecasts for the hot season 
(January to April); dry spell 
and little dry season; malaria 
and meningitis vigilance, and 
socio-economic implications 
of  the predictions.

According to the 2022 
SCP, the earliest onset of  the 
planting season is expected to 
begin by February 28 in the 
coastal parts of  the country, 
while the onset of  rainfall 
is expected to commence 
between April and May in the 
central states, and eventually 
within June to July in the 
northern states. The onset 
of  the planting season is 
predicted to be normal over 
most parts of  Nigeria with 
a few areas having it earlier 
while some areas having 
it delayed. The document 
predicted rainfall cessation 
dates across most parts of  the 
country in 2022 to be near the 
long-term average conditions.

The NiMet also anticipated 
that the gap between the 
onset and cessation dates 
would be regarded as safe 
periods for the planting of  
various crops in accordance 
with their cropping calendars. 
It anticipated the growing 
season to last between 250 
to 300 days in southern 
parts of  the country, 100 
to 200 days in the North. 
According to the report, the 
areas around Kwara, Oyo, 
Lagos, Nasarawa, Benue, 
Bayelsa and Rivers states 

are likely to experience a 
shorter than normal length of  
the growing season. It then 
forecast prolonged length of  
the growing season in parts 
of  Plateau, Kaduna, Edo, and 
Imo states.

For the annual total 
rainfall, the prediction 
indicates that the annual 
rainfall amount is expected to 
be normal in most parts of  the 
country. The annual rainfall 
amount is expected to range 
from 390 mm in the North to 
over 2,790 mm in the South; 
on the other hand, annual 
rainfall amount ranging 
from 390 mm to 790mm is 
anticipated in some parts of  
Borno, Yobe, Jigawa, Katsina 
and Sokoto states.

Other states envisaged by 
NiMet to have total rainfall 
include Nasarawa, Taraba, 
Kogi, Benue, FCT, Ekiti, 
Osun and Oyo with records 
of  1,190 mm to 1,590 mm. 
It, however, forecast dry 
spells from May to August, 
noting that moderate dry 
spells would persist for 15 
days in Adamawa, Benue, 
Kogi, Ekiti, Kwara, Niger, 
FCT, Kaduna, Sokoto, Kebbi 
and Gombe. Other areas 
to be affected include parts 
of  Kebbi, Katsina, Jigawa, 
Yobe, Borno, while Nasarawa 
and Plateau states are to 
experience a severe dry spell 
for 20 days or longer.

With regard to temperature, 
the agency predicts daytime 
and night-time temperature 
for the months of  January 

to April, from which the 
country is projected to expect 
warmer January, cooler 
days in February over the 
North but warmer nights 
over the South. Interestingly, 
warmer days over the North 
and cooler nights around 
the South are predicted for 
the month of  March. The 
month of  April is forecast to 
experience warmer daytime 
temperatures and cooler than 
long-term average night-time 
temperatures.

Meanwhile, the most 
audacious part of  this year’s 
SCP is the presentation of  
the SCP Mobile App by the 
NiMet “techie team” staff. 
It is a pointer that Nigeria 
has come of  age in the fight 
against climate change. 
With a procedure as easy 
as downloading the app 
on one’s smartphone, such 
critical information as a 
location-specific four months 
of  forecast of  daytime and 
night-time of  temperature; 
onset, cessation and amount 
of  rainfall, will be given to 
the user just for a token (for 
tech maintenance).

What is more, a malaria 
and meningitis advisory, 
delivered to the app user in 
real-time, also helps the nation 
to map the environmental 
health implication of  the 
climate change menace, where 
mosquito breeding is enabled 
and extreme heat ignited.

Furthermore, the SCP 
presentation saw another 
value addition in NiMet’s 
downscaling efforts among 
the rural farmers, with the 
publication of  the SCP 
document in three indigenous 
Nigerian languages—Hausa, 
Igbo and Yoruba. This was 
equally demonstrated at the 
Abuja event with the multi-
ethnic presentation of  the 
delegation representing the 
60,000 lead farmers trained 
by the NiMet in the use 
of  weather and climate 
information for agrarian 
activities.

The testimonies came 
from an FCT, Abuja 
(Gbagyi) woman farmer; a 
Jigawa (Hausa) farmer; an 
Imo (Igbo) woman farmer 
(who narrated in her native 
tongue how out-of-school 

children are now going back 
to their classes because their 
parents are now using climate 
information to rake in huge 
yields in their vegetable 
farms), and an Oyo (Yoruba) 
farmer, who announced the 
reversal of  fortune for farmers 
who had run into debt as a 
result of  bad harvests caused 
by unpredictable weather 
patterns, but now rescued 
by accurate climate-smart 
agriculture.

Indeed, as the country 
survives the impact of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
as we still grapple with 
insecurity, there is no better 
time than now to embrace the 
ever-expanding reach of  the 
NiMet’s SCP in our society. 
And as disastrous weather 
and climate events continue 
to intensify, bringing hardship 
to the hapless populace 
and straining the already 
stressed economy, this is not 
the time to walk blindly into 
the future. By the middle of  
this year, it would be exactly 
ten years since Nigeria came 
face to face with a climate 
disaster of  epic proportions. 
The question, then, would be 
how resilient are we a decade 
down the line – or are we still 
as vulnerable as we were ten 
years ago?

The information and 
advisory contained in the 
SCP are, no doubt, crucial 
to both the government 
and other stakeholders in 
all the sectors. Fortunately, 
they are accompanied by 
sector-specific resources like 
the “State of  the Climate 
in Nigeria” 2021 and the 
“Executive Summary for 
Policy Makers,” which are 
specifically designed to assist 
policymakers— ministers, 
governors, legislators, 
executives of  weather and 
climate-related Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies, 
and other public and private 
organisations— to make 
informed decisions that will 
minimise or prevent weather 
disaster risks and enhance 
socio-economic production 
and growth in 2022. In other 
words, our “climate” destiny 
is now in our own hands and 
we can decide how Nigeria’s 
ecological future would be.

By Greg Odogwu

Other states envisaged by NiMet to 
have total rainfall include Nasarawa, 
Taraba, Kogi, Benue, FCT, Ekiti, Osun 

and Oyo with records of 1,190 mm to 
1,590 mm. It, however, forecast dry 

spells from May to August, noting that 
moderate dry spells would persist for 

15 days in Adamawa, Benue, Kogi, 
Ekiti, Kwara, Niger, FCT, Kaduna, Sokoto, 

Kebbi and Gombe. Other areas to be 
affected include parts of Kebbi, Katsina, 

Jigawa, Yobe, Borno, while Nasarawa 
and Plateau states are to experience a 
severe dry spell for 20 days or longer.
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League standings in Europe

Ighalo insists he's not done with the Premier league 
stay at the Old Trafford even 
as he added that opportunity 
to return the EPL will always 
be a welcome move.

Ighalo who missed being 
p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y 
concluded Nations cup in 
Cameroon by whiskers, re-
e c h o e d  h i s  l o v e  f o r 
Manchester United when he 
told  ESPN that he would 

because it was my dream 
team and not everybody's 
dream comes to reality. Mine 
came to reality so every day 
of  my life, I'm grateful.

“To be the first Nigerian 
to play there and so far the 
only Nigerian, those are great 
achievements for me and I 
did well so I'm happy for 
that.”

Ighalo who has played 
for  over  a  dozen c lubs 
inc luding  Wat ford  and 
Chinese Super League clubs, 
scored five goals for United 
during his short sojourn at 
the club.

“The atmosphere in Old 
Trafford is different. It is a big 
club. If  you're not inside, you 
don't know how big the club 
is. It is a massive, massive, 
massive club,” he enthused.

igeria international 

Nand Al  Hi la l  of  
Saudi ace Odion 

Ighalo is yet to jettison the 
idea of  returning to the 
premier league.

Ighalo who last played 
for  Manchester  Uni ted 
before heading to the Saudi 
side revealed he is having 
sweet memories of  his short 

ilfred Ndidi has 

Wturned down a 
chance to become 

Aston Villa's most expensive 
p layer  in  h i s to r y  a f t e r 
revealing he is happy at 
Leicester City amid reports 
linking him with a £50m 
switch to Villa Park in the 
s u m m e r,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 

reports. 
Steven Gerrard's side are 

reportedly willing to pay 
£ 5 0 m  f o r  t h e  N i g e r i a 
international at the end of  
this season, according to 
reports in the UK. 

The Villans are keen on 
adding a defensive midfielder 
to their ranks and have also 

been linked with a move for 
Brighton's Yves Bissouma. 

Ndid i  has  made  23 
appearances, scoring once 
this season for the Foxes.

While speaking ahead of  
Thursday's (yesterday) home 
clash with Danish s ide 
Randers, the first leg of  a 
Europa Conference League 
play-off  from which the 
winners will advance to the 
last 16, the former Genk 
midfielder said, “At the 
moment, I am enjoying 
myself  in Leicester,” after he 
was asked whether he was 
settled in the city. 

“My family is here. My 
business degree is on hold. 
There was lockdown, and 
then my daughter was born. 
But I'm looking forward to it 
maybe next year.” 

S h o u l d  t h e  m o v e 
materialise in the summer, 

Ndidi will become Aston 
Villa's most expensive player 
in the history of  the club. 

Aston Villa had splashed 
£ 3 4 . 5 6 m  o n  E m i l i a n o 
Buendia, signing him from 
Norwich last year, the highest 
they've ever paid for a player. 

Ndidi, who looks set for 
his 200th appearance against 
Rangers, is worth more than 
the £50m Aston Villa are 
reportedly willing to offer, 
according to Foxes manager 
Brendan Rodgers. 

“He's worth much more 
than that. It's both of  those 
things – it's how it works,” 
Rodgers said. 

“A player of  that quality 

and mentality, of  course, you 
want to always keep, but 
when you have that player, he 
will always attract interest.

“But  he seems ver y 
settled here. I know he's 
moved into a new house and 
he seems very, very happy. 
He's a pleasure to work with 
and hopefully, he can be 
around the club for many 
years.” 

The 25-year-old Foxes 
midfielder has two years left 
on his current Leicester deal 
and admits the players must 
work hard to end their 
stuttering form. 

Leicester, who are on a 

five-match winless run in all 
competitions, are placed 11th 
in the topflight after fifth-
place finishes in the last two 
seasons.

“The club is bigger than 
every player,” he added. 

“We as players know 
what we want, for the club, as 
players, so I think it's just that 
concentration of  where you 
are now, to look forward to 
those achievements that you 
want. 

“I think it's just a wake-
up call for us, to concentrate 
more on our games. At this 
moment, we needed it. He 
(Rodgers) is always there for 
us. I think we needed it.” 

support the Red Devils 'till 
death'.

Ighalo told ESPN: “In 
years to come, you need 
something to show your 
chi ldren… I  have been 
talking to my children about 
Manchester United, the 
experience.

“I left Old Trafford with 
pride, with my head up, 

£50m transfer: Ndidi snubs chance to
become Villa's most expensive player

IghaloIghaloIghalo

NdidiNdidiNdidi
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three caps for his country and 
didn't feature in former 
manager Ger not  Rohr 's 
plans, however, Eguavoen is 
keen to call on him for the 
Wo r l d  C u p  q u a l i f y i n g 
double-header against Ghana 
on March 24 and 27.

Hor nets  team-mates 
Wi l l iam Troos t -Ekong, 
Samuel Kalu and Peter Etebo 
were also present at the 
meeting, which was attended 
by NFF president Amaju 
Pinnick, who is determined 
to see the West Africans go to 
the World Cup finals in Qatar.

“In furtherance to my 

World Cup and give a good 
account of  ourselves.

“We are not going to 
Q a t a r  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e 
numbers. We are going to give 
it our best shot. I'd like to, 
again, thank the Honourable 
Minister, @SundayDareSD. 
It might sound like a broken 
record at this point, but his 
support is truly massive.

“From ensuring we get 

English Premier League, Championship
Man City Vs Tottenham------- 1
Arsenal Vs Brentford---------- 1 & Ov 1.5
Liverpool Vs Norwich---------- Ov 2.5
Fulham Vs Huddersfield-------- 1
Luton Fc Vs West Brom--------- X

Spanish La Liga, Segunda Division
Granada Fc Vs Villareal Fc---- 2
Real Madrid Vs Deportivo Alaves------ 1 & Ov 1.5
RCD Espanyol Vs Sevilla Fc---- X2
Almeria Vs Mirandes------ X
Cadiz Cf  Vs Getafe Cf------ X

German Bundesliga
Mainz Vs Bayern Leverkusen-------- Ov 2.5
Bayern Munich Vs Greuther Furth---- Ov 2.5
Werder Bremen Vs Fc Ingolstadts ------ 1

Borussia Dortmund Vs Borussia M'gladbach--- 
Un 3.5

Italian Serie A

Salernitana Vs Ac Milan------ Ov 2.5

Fiorentina Vs Atalanta------- X

Udinese Calcio Vs Lazio---- Un 3.5

Ac Milan Vs Hellas Verona---- Ov 1.5

Others

FC Basel Vs Lausanne-sport---- 1

Willem II Tilburg VS AFC AJAX----- Over 2.5

tweets regarding our plans to 
ensure we qualify for this 
year's @FIFAWorldCup in 
Qatar, we've held a series of  
meetings in London with our 
Super Eagles players. It was 
me, the team secretary, the 
coach & technical adviser of  
the team,” Pinnick wrote on 
Twitter.

“The Ministry of  Youth 
& Sports Development, led 
by the Honourable Minister, 
@SundayDareSD also had a 
zoom meeting with over 30 
players of  the Super Eagles 
squad. Aside (from) the 
chance to introduce the new 

the MKO Abiola Stadium in 

Abuja, to joining in the zoom 

call with over 30 members of  

the National  Team, his 

energy is truly infectious. 

Again. Make no mistake. 

World Cup qualification is 

non-negot iable.  We are 

putting all of  our efforts on 

getting the ticket.”

i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 

NFederation (NFF) 
officials met with 

E m m a n u e l  D e n n i s  i n 
London to have “clear the 
air” talks with the Watford 
striker and other Super Eagles 
players.

Dennis was included in 
Augustine Eguavoen's squad 
for the recent Africa Cup of  
Nations,  but  ended not 
traveling to Cameroon over a 
dispute between the Premier 
League club and the NFF 
with regards  to  cal l -up 
protocols.

The 24-year-old only has 

yon president, Jean-LMichel Aulas has 
h i n t e d  t h a t  t h e 

French club would be keen 
to sign Tanguy Ndombele 
permanently from Spurs.

Tottenham Hotspur 
broke their transfer record 
to sign the midfielder from 
Lyon in 2019 for £55m plus 
add-ons.

Ndombele struggled in 
t h e  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
following this move as he 
has been regularly criticised 
by pundits and supporters.

The Frenchman was 
given permission to return 
to Lyon last month. He 

rejoined Lyon on loan until 
the end of  the season.

The deal for Ndombele 
includes an option to buy 
this summer. Last weekend, 
he  p layed  the  fu l l  90 
minutes and provided an 
assist as Lyon beat Nice 2-0 
in Ligue 1.

Aulas has suggested 
that if  Lyon win the Europa 
League, they will be able to 
buy Ndombele: “I'm very 
happy that [Ndombele] 
came back, with Bruno 
Cheyrou  and  Vincen t 
Ponsot at the helm, because 
we had to discuss with the 
president of  Tottenham 
who had bought him [for a 
large fee],” said Aulas.

“He participated in the 
commitment to come back 
b y  i nve s t i n g  h i m s e l f  
personally. He'll have to 
miss a few games, it's only 
the beginning… but if  we 
win the Europa League, 
everything will be possible.”

S p u r s  m a n a g e r 
A n t o n i o  C o n t e  h a s 
admitted that the club 
selling Ndombele is proof  
they have made mistakes in 
the past.

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  h ave 
been charged 

b y  t h e  F o o t b a l l 
Association regarding 
disorderly conduct by their 
players.

T h e  R e d  D e v i l s ' 
superstars are alleged to 
have  su r rounded  the 
referee in their 2-0 win over 
Brighton in the Premier 
League on Tuesday.

United players were 
furious when the referee 
Peter Bankes initially gave 
a yellow card to Lewis 
Dunk  for  a  l a s t -man 

challenge.
The  inc iden t  was 

r e v i e w e d 
t h r o u g h 
VAR, with 
B a n k e s 
eventually 
brandishin
g a red card.

The FA 
has  given 
U n i t e d 
u n t i l 
Monday to 
respond to 
the charge 
of  failing to 
c o n t r o l 
t h e i r 
players.

ewcastle United are 

Nset to put in a mega 
offer for Crystal 

Palace youngster Eberechi 
Eze.

The attacking midfielder 
was wanted by the Magpies 
on loan, with the club 
offering a £5 million fee in 
January.

However, despite that 
deal not happening, The Sun 
reports that Newcastle will 

go back in for the 23-year-
old.

The newly rich club are 
willing to pay up to £45 
million to secure the creative 
star.

Eze has managed only 
one Premier League start 
this term, as he is still 
working on his fitness after 
returning from an Achilles 
injury.

members of  the coaching 
crew to the team, it was also a 
chance to have “clear the air” 
talks.

And I'm so proud of  the 
committment [sic] and zeal 
I'm seeing and getting from 
the team. From players like 
Etebo, Kelechi [Iheanacho], 
Troost & new lad, [Ademola] 
Lookman, the message was & 
is clear; we will play at the 
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Betting tips for the weekend
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WCQ: NFF seek to mend Emmanuel Dennis relationship

Lyon plans permanent deal for
Ndombele

Newcastle launch bid for
Crystal Palace star,
Eberechi Eze

Man Utd charged by FA over player behaviour
against Brighton

Pinnick flanked by Simon Kalu, Dennis, Etebo and Troost-EkongPinnick flanked by Simon Kalu, Dennis, Etebo and Troost-EkongPinnick flanked by Simon Kalu, Dennis, Etebo and Troost-Ekong

Players of Manchester United surrounding the refereePlayers of Manchester United surrounding the refereePlayers of Manchester United surrounding the referee


