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 News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has sacked the man-

agement team of  Ebonyi 
State College of  Education 
Ikwo.

The management of  the 
College headed by Prof. Ben-
edict Mbam was earlier sus-
pended by the Governor for 
allegedly embarking on ille-
gal employment without the 
knowledge and approval of 
the state government.

The State Commissioner 
for information and Orienta-
tion, Barr. Uchenna Orji who 
disclosed this while briefing 
journalists on the outcome of 
the State Executive Council 
meeting in Abakaliki stated 
that the report of  the com-
mittee set up to investigate 
the illegal employment in 
the school indicted the entire 
management.

He said “Exco received the 
report of  the committee on il-

Umahi sacks management of
Ebonyi College of Education 

legal employment in Ebonyi 
State College of  Education, 
Ikwo.“Exco considered the 
report and resolved as fol-
lows: That the entire man-
agement of  Ikwo College of 
Education is hereby sacked 
effective today, 9th February, 
2022. “that the management 
is to hand over to the SSA on 
Education immediately”.

“That an Exco Committee 
made up of  His Excellency, 
the Deputy Governor, SSA 
Religious and Welfare Mat-
ters (Very Rev. Fr. Abraham 
Chukwuma Nwali), and the 
Commissioner for Educa-
tion (Dr. Zyl Nwangele) is to 
recommend to Exco, persons 
that may be appointed to 
manage the College for one 
month (30 days)”. He stated.

Meanwhile, Governor Da-
vid Umahi has inaugurated 
new interim management 
for Ebonyi State University 
to pilot the affairs of  the in-
stitution for the next twelve 
months.

The new management has 

Professor Chigozie Ogbu as 
the Vice-Chancellor, Profes-
sor Eugene Nweke as the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor - 
Academics, Mr. Jeremiah 
Nwangbo as Registrar, Mr. 
Anthony Isu -  Bursar, Mrs. 
Victoria Nwali  - Librarian, 
and Professor Happiness 
Oselebe - Deputy Vice-Chan-
cellor - Administration.

Addressing the new man-
agement at the Executive 
Council Chambers, Ochou-
do Centenary City Abakaliki  
Umahi urged them to redou-
ble their efforts for the overall 
development of  the Universi-
ty.

“Let me on behalf  of  the 
Government congratulate 
Professor Ogbu and his team, 
three people in the old man-
agement have been dropped 
and three have been retained, 
Ebonyi State University came 
first in the rating of  State Uni-
versities in the South East, so 
it is something to commend 
them and for Ebonyi people 
to know them, Ebonyi State 

University came second in the 
rating of  the entire Universi-
ties in the South East, only the 
University of  Nigeria Nsukka 
came ahead of  them.

“We are committed to mak-
ing the University rank among 
the best five in the Country 
and we are committed to do-

Onitsha court sentences two 
persons to death for killing 
prostitute 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A 
High court sitting in 
Onitsha, Anambra 
State on Wednesday 

sentenced two youths, Val-
entine Umezinwa and Eme-
ka Okolonji to death over 
the murder of  a sex worker, 
Blessing Eze.

The Presiding Judge, Hon. 
Justice D.A Onyefulu, has 
earlier last week adjourned 
the matter to February 9th. 
2022 in accordance with the 
new Anambra State Law.

Delivering judgement, 
Justice Onyefulu said he lis-
tened to the cross examina-
tion by the state counsel, N. 
S. Emeka and the response 
from the prison officials who 
testified of  the good conduct 
of  the accused during their 
period in correctional facili-
ties as well mother of  Eme-
ka Okolonji who wept bit-
terly in court, lamenting that 
her son had been nursing the 
ambition to study abroad 
had never been found with 
bad gang.

In his ruling Justice Onye-
fulu said the Counsel to the 
suspects had the option of 
appeal or go through the 
committee of  prerogative of 
mercy, stressing that the gov-
ernor had the final say on 
the matter.

The judge said, “The 

Counsel has not shown 
enough reason why justice 
should be tampered with 
mercy”.

The Judge had earlier 
rejected the plea by their 
Counsel on the ground of 
youthful exuberance, argu-
ing that if  that should be al-
lowed to stand youth would 
be acting anyhow and wast-
ing people’s lives.

Reacting on the judge-
ment, the prosecuting coun-
sel, N. S. Emeka, said jus-
tice had been done to the 
deceased, to the state and to 

Professors earn below $1000 monthly 
salary - ASUU leader
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Academic Staff  
Union of  Univer-
sities (ASUU), Mi-

chael Okpara University 
of  Agriculture, Umudik e 
has notified that the union 
would  embark on an indef-
inite industrial action, to  
protest  the federal govern -
ment’s failure to keep the 
agreements it reached with 
ASUU.

This warning was issued 
by the Chairman of  ASUU, 
MOUAU branch, Profes-
sor Chike Ugwuene, during 
sensitization forum organ-
ised to mobilise members 
of  the union for the loom-
ing strike.

Prof  Ugwuene regret-
ted that “academic staff  of  

Nigerian Universities have 
been earning the same sal-
ary for the past 13 years 
since 2009. The salary we 
earn today has been a slave 
wage relative to the stupen-
dous take home salaries be-
ing paid to the National As-
sembly members and other 
political office holders”.

He rejected the applica-
tion of  IPPIS system on 
ASUU members by the 
federal government, noting 
that the University Trans-
parency and Accountability 
Solution (UTAS) developed 
by ASUU, which is tested 
and proved in results, would 
save the ASUU members 
from  shortcomings of  the 
IPPIS.

MOUAU ASUU Chair-
man  continued , “the sal -
ary of  a Professor is cur-

the convicts, stressing that 
the convicts had the right to 
appeal.

The defence Counsel, C. 
C. Okeke said they received 
the judgment with open 
heart, but would approach 
the committee for the prerog-
ative of  mercy, and would 
also appeal on the judgment. 
It was gathered that the con-
victs were accused of  mur-
dering one Blessing Eze, a 
sex worker who they lured, 
murdered and dumped the 
corpse at a popular DMGS 
junction in Onitsha.

NSCDC, JAMB, reinstate partnership against
examination malpractice

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence 
Corps, Anambra 

State Command has reaf-
firmed its determination 
to the protection of  Crit-
ical National Assets and 
Infrastructure of  Joint Ad-
mission and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) and ade-
quate provision of  security 
in and around examination 
centres during the Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation Ex-
amination (UMTE) to cur-
tail examination malprac-
tice across the State. 

The State Commandant, 
Mr. Everestus C. Obiyo JP 
made this known when the 
JAMB State Coordinator 
Mrs. Karen Gar paid him 
a courtesy visit in his of-
fice Wednesday at the State 
Command Headquarters 
Awka. 

He recalled the syner-
gy between NSCDC and 
JAMB in curbing the men-
ace of  examination mal-
practice, illegal registration 
centres and apprehending 
of  syndicates exploiting 
candidates registering for 
the examination which has 
yielded positive results in 
the past.

ing that.” Earlier, the State At-
torney General and Commis-
sioner for Justice, Chief  Cletus 
Ofoke said the inauguration 
was following the expiration 
of  the tenure of  office of  the 
management of  the Univer-
sity which was done in line 
with the law establishing the 

institution.
In an acceptance speech, 

the Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Chigozie Ogbu thanked the 
Governor for the opportunity 
to serve and pledged that they 
would bring their experience 
to bear in the overall develop-
ment of  the university.

Fuel scarcity looms in Port Harcourt - PETROAN
By Godson Nwosu,
PH

T
he Petroleum Product 
Retail Outlet Own-
ers Association of 

Nigeria, said that there are 
indications that Rivers State 
may soon be experiencing 
fuel scarcity as seen in some 
states in the country.

Rivers State Chairman, 
PETROAN, Francis Dimk-
pa, in an interview with jour-
nalists said they have been 

experiencing pressure of  fuel 
supply since this week.

Dimkpa however noted 
that stakeholders in the pe-
troleum sector at the Feder-
al level have promised to do 
everything possible to ensure 
supply of  petrol to fuel sta-
tions.

rently less than $1000 at 
the current exchange rate 
of  over N500 to the dollar”, 
adding that non-promotion 
of  staff  were other challeng-
es the union members were 
facing as even he lamented 
that “these staff  are still 
earning salaries of  their pre-
vious ranks.”

The ASUU leader also 
accused the federal govern-
ment of  playing with the 
educational future of  the 
nation through non-funding 
for functional infrastructure. 
Prof. Ugwuene warned that 
the looming strike may start 
after the February 2022 Na-
tional Executive Council 
(NEC) meeting of  ASUU, 
declaring that it won’t be 
called off  unless the de-
mands of  the academic un-
ion’s members are met.

The State Coordinator, 
JAMB Mrs. Karen Gar, 
commended the NSCDC 
for collaborating with 
JAMB, and the tactful dis-
play of  professionalism 
by officers and men of  the 
Corps during the Unified 
Matriculation Tertiary Ex-
aminations. 

She solicited for continued 
support of  the Corps in the 
forth coming examinations. 
Mrs. Gar expressed her de-
light at the level of  compe-
tence NSCDC officials have 
shown in fight against ex-
amination malpractice and 
corruption in the conduct of  
UMTE across the state.

Nigerians living in Lagos, 
Benue States and Abuja had 
been experiencing the resur-
gence of  long queues at fill-
ing stations as a result of  fuel 
scarcity in the country.The 
situation has been blamed 
on methanol contaminated 
petrol which was imported 
into the country.
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Surprise!!
Uzodimma, Okorocha
reconcile

he long drawn Tbattle between the 
governor of  Imo 

State and senator Rochas 
Okorocha respectively 
may have come to an end 
if  the handshake and 
h u g s  o f  t h e  t w o  i s 
anything to go by.

The duo met in Abuja 
yesterday during an event 
o r g a n i z e d  b y  A P C, 
whereupon going round 
t o  g r e e t  t h e  g u e s t s 
suddenly met Governor 
Hope Uzodimma, had a 
handshake with him, 

e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  t h e 
g o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma stood up to 
hug him (Okorocha) to 
the chagrin of  all present 
at the event.

The duo had been 
engaged in long cold war 
following the recovery of  
the property illegally 
acquired by the former 
governor.

This goes to show that 
t h e r e  a r e  n e i t h e r 
permanent friends nor 
enemies in politics but 
permanent interest.

...Hug in public function



Media as guarantors of free, fair  election – Varsity don

News

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port-Harcourt

R
ivers State govern-
ment has said that 
Governor Nyesom  

Wike has brokered a truce 
between the immediate past 
governor of  Plateau State, 
Jonah Jang and Senator Jer-
emiah Useni.

Governor Wike, who 
met with the two Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 
leaders in Jos, Plateau State 
capital on Wednesday, said 
his reconciliatory visit was 
necessary if  the party is to 
reclaim State governorship 
position and defeat the All 
Progressives Congress in 
2023 general election.

The Rivers State governor 
during the meeting which 
took place at the residence 
of  Senator Useni, explained 
that his visit was necessitat-
ed by friction that had exist-
ed between the two leaders. 
He noted that if  the friction 
is not urgently resolved, it 
would affect the success of  
the party in future.

“I do know that there will 
be by-election at the federal 
constituency and state con-
stituency and then again we 
are talking about the guber-
natorial and national elec-
tion next year.   If  the par -
ty is not united, no matter 
how bad APC is, there is no 

Wike settles rift between ex-Plateau
governor Jang, Senator Useni

way we can win.”
Governor Wike stated 

that it will be a disservice to 
the people of  Plateau if  the 
two leaders allow the APC 
to remain in power because 
of  small disagreement be-
tween them. He therefore 
urged them to set aside 
their political differences in 
the interest of  the party.

“There are disagreements 
everywhere. There are disa-
greements in the party both 
at the national level. So, it is 
not a question of  I am right. 
It is not a question of  Jang is 
right, you are wrong or you 
are right, Jang is wrong.  It 
is a question of, for whatev-
er it takes, can we please, in 
the name of  God, leave our 
personal interests and make 
our party move forward.”

The Rivers State gover-
nor implored both Jang and 
Senator Useni to make per-
sonal sacrifices to move the 
party forward not only in 
Plateau State, but in Nigeria 
at large.

 According to him, the 
unity of  the party is key at 
this crucial moment because 
APC moles within the PDP 
are trying to sow seed of 
discords. “APC is trying to 
penetrate our party to make 
sure that the leadership of 
the party at the national lev-
el is being distracted through 
one or two persons, but we 

Umahi middle with the new management team of EBSU immediately after their inauguration in Abakaliki.

are making sure that does 
not happen. While we are 
doing that we also want to 
make sure that the branches 
are also united.”

“If  the party is united, 
then we are sure of  coasting 
home in 2023, and not just 
the national election, also 
Plateau State, knowing fully 
well that Plateau is a PDP 
state but somehow we are no 

longer in power in Plateau 
State.”

Governor Wike also took 
a swipe the ruling APC and 
declared that Nigerians who 
are already disenchanted 
with the pervading hunger 
in the land, insecurity and 
growing abject poverty are 
anxiously waiting for the 
PDP to return to power and 
rescue the nation. And for 

Google to train Anambra
teachers on digital learning
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State govern-
ment in partnership 
with an education 

consultancy firm, Integral 
Development Konsult (IDK) 
has concluded arrangement 
with Google to train teachers 
on digital learning.

Chief  Executive Officer of 
IDK, Mrs. Chinwe Nweke 
disclosed this in a joint press 
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conference with the state 
commissioner for Basic 
Education, Professor Kate 
Omenugha, on Wednesday, 
in Awka.

Nweke said the state gov-
ernment, partnering with 
IDK has invited the educa-
tion department of  Google, to 
speak in an education digital-
ization summit, which would 
be held later this month.

She said the aim of  the 
summit was to enhance the 

this reason, he urged PDP 
members to unite in order 
to successfully wrestle power 
from the APC.

Former Plateau State gov-
ernor, Jonah Jang, thanked 
Governor Wike for visiting 
Jos to broker truce between 
him and Senator Useni. He 
further disclosed that fol-
lowing the intervention of 
Governor Wike, himself  and 

Senator Useni have agreed 
to work together in the inter-
est of  the party.

On his part, Senator Useni 
commended Governor Wike 
for finding time to come to 
Jos on a reconciliatory visit.  
He assured the governor that 
himself  his former state gov-
ernor  will henceforth forge 
a common alliance in the in-
terest of  the party.

skills of  teachers in digital 
learning, while listing oth-
er leading companies in the 
Information Communica-
tion Technology world, who 
would also be speaking at the 
summit to include; Dell, HP, 
Zinox, Coscharis and others.

“We are looking for a way 
we can use technology to 
bridge the digital gap. We are 
introducing ICT into basic 
education pedagogy, and we 
are looking at how we can use 

4 suspected IPOB/ESN
gunmen, 2 gallant officers
dead in Anambra crossfire
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

F
our suspected Indige-
nous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), Eastern Secu-

rity Network (ESN), were on 
Wednesday shot dead by the 
Nigerian Army during a gun 
duel in Ihiala, Ihiala local 
government area of  Anam-
bra state. 

Also, one gallant officer, 
and a soldier equally lost 
their life during the encoun-
ter. Confirming, Director 
Army Public Relations, 
Brigadier General, Onyema 
Nwachukwu in a statement 
made available to newsmen 
said, “Troops of  Nigerian 
Army (NA) have neutral-
ized four Indigenous Peoples 
of  Biafra/ Eastern Security 
Network gunmen at Ihia-
la town in Anambra State. 
The gunmen who were out 
enforcing the illegally im-
posed sit-at-home order fired 
sporadically in and around a 
filling station in Ihiala town. 
On receipt of  a distress call, 
troops of  the NA launched 
out to the location to restore 
normalcy”. 

“On intercepting the dissi-

dents, a fire fight ensued and 
the gallant troops neutral-
ized their leader, Ejike and 
three others”.

“Items recovered from the 
gunmen during the encoun-
ter include one motorcycle, 
two pump action double 
barrel guns, 12 live cartridg-
es and substances suspected 
to be cannabis amongst oth-
ers”.

Sadly, “one combat ve-
hicle conveying troops was 
involved in an accident dur-
ing the operation following 
a technical fault. One gallant 
officer and a soldier paid 
the supreme price in the ac-
cident, while two sustained 
injuries. The injured are cur-
rently responding to treat-
ment at a military hospital”.

The statement further 
noted that “while we pray 
for the repose of  the souls 
of  deceased personnel, the 
general public are enjoined 
to continue to support the 
military and other security 
agencies through the provi-
sion of  timely and accurate 
information that could en-
hance ongoing operations 
and ultimately, restore peace 
and stability in the region”.

By Chigozie Uzosike

The media professionals 
have been described as 

guarantors of  free and fair 
election with a charge that 
they should watch and en-
sure that democracy does not 
slip.

Speaking during a one day 
workshop for media repre-
sentatives to amplify their 
demand for accountability, 
social inclusion, anti-cor-
ruption and transparency 
towards 2023 election in 
Imo State held in Owerri, 
Imo State, a political scien-
tist and a lecturer at the Imo 
state University, Prof. Sam 
Ezeanyika noted that there 
is need for the media, like 
television, radio, newspaper, 
online to understand their 

technology to change learn-
ing and affect the students’ 
lives.

“Anambra is very serious 
with digitalization of  learn-
ing, and we are inviting a pan-
el of  ICT companies to look 
into our sub topics, which 
will be dealing with afforda-
bility of  gadgets, internet 
networks in far-flung places 
in Anambra and solar energy 
as a source of  power for these 
gadgets.

responsibility of  mainstream-
ing accountability, social in-
clusion, anti-corruption and 
transparency in their report 
to assist in the governance 
process.

The workshop which was 
organized by Alliances for 
Africa (AFA) with support 
from Civil Society Legislative 
Advocacy Center (CISLAC) 
and MacArthur Foundation 
had the objective as “to im-
prove knowledge and intensi-
fy media voices and demands 
in advocating for accountabil-
ity, social inclusion, anti-cor-
ruption and transparency.

Ezeanyika posited that 
good governance ensures 
citizens compliance to rules 
and policies, adding that de-
mocracy is not a new wife 
to be acquired, it is a way of 

life of  a people through so-
cialization, it is learning by 
doing and a culture. He said 
that the media should ensure 
that there is accountability, 
social inclusion, anti-corrup-
tion and transparency in gov-
ernance by their reportage, 
stressing that the media has 
the duty to change the nar-
rative.

He blamed the citizens’ 
lack of  engagement and in-
volvement in governance 
especially as it concerns en-
gaging the elected represent-
atives on ‘collective amne-
sia’. He urged the media to 
always unearth governance 
issues that have been swal-
lowed by the myriads of  re-
portage and draw attention 
to them for leaders to know 
that the citizens are not for-
getful.

In her remarks, Lilian Ibeh 
who spoke on behalf  of  the 
Alliances For Africa (AFA) 
hinted that the training be-
came necessary given that 
election is by the corner, 
hence the need to activate the 
consciousness of  both the 
elected representatives and 
citizens to think of  issues of 
governance that will be bene-
ficial to all and sundry.

 She called on the media 
professionals to continue to 
speak up in their different 
forum to ensure that ac-
countability, social inclusion, 
anti-corruption and transpar-
ency is mainstreamed in gov-
ernance. She described the 
media as more powerful than 
they know, adding that they 
can correct the ills of  govern-
ance through their reportage.
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Editorial

600 Nigerian citizenship applications: 

There is yet hope
O

ur first contact with the 
world outside our native 
sphere is as Nigerians; and 

we will always be seen and judged 
as Nigerians. Ridiculing Nigeria 
to make a point is self-ridicule. 
We are eternally connected to 
Nigeria and whatever image we 
project of our country; we make 
of ourselves.

Only Nigerians don’t see the 
opportunities in their country’’. 
Sadly so, the Lebanese have been 
thriving in the retail, construction 
and hospitality sectors in Nigeria 
for decades. The Indians are 
dominating the pharmaceutical, 
power and transmission sectors in 
Nigeria. The Turks are gradually 
taking over the furniture, 
education and manufacturing 
sectors in Nigeria. Only Nigerians 
do not see the opportunities in 
Nigeria.

In 2017, the federal government 
granted citizenship to 335 
foreigners out of 500 who applied 
to become Nigerians. I understand 
the path to be becoming a citizen 
of Nigeria is fraught with 
thistles and thorns. It is not an 
easy picking. It could take many 
years for an application for 
citizenship to be approved by the 
Nigerian authorities. Yet many 
foreign nationals apply. I learnt 
some foreign nationals lobby 
to be granted citizenship – but 
Nigerian citizenship processes are 
thorough.

On Wednesday, Rauf Aregbesola, 
minister of Interior, announced 
that the federal government had 
granted citizenship to 286 foreign 
nationals out of 600 who applied. 
Among those granted the very 
prestigious Nigerian citizenship 
were Americans, Europeans and 
Asians.

Nigeria is not an El Dorado 
but it is a country with immense 
opportunities that only the self-
attuned can divine. Opportunities 
lurk everywhere in the country 
even in the heap of confusion. 

It is a country where anyone can 
become successful in whatever 
craft by sheer industry and 
determination. There is no pot of 
gold anywhere in the world, and 
nothing can substitute hard work 
and resilience. Nigeria has never 
been arid of opportunities.

Some say the country is unsafe 
and uninhabitable considering the 
threat by bandits and insurgents. 
Yes, there is insecurity in the land, 
pestilence and human vultures 
ravaging parts of the country, but 
the security agencies have been 
dutiful in countering this threat. As 
of January 2022, over 200 bandits 
have been killed while 1,081 Boko 
Haram fighters have surrendered 
to the army – as of December 2021. 
So far, over 17,000 Boko Harm 
insurgents have surrendered and 
over 3,000 bandits have been killed 
– according to official sources.

We cannot obviate or make light 
of the security challenges, but it is 
reassuring to know that the country’s 
security forces are tackling this 
problem. The spasmodic incidents 
of kidnapping in the south-west 
and in the south-east have been 
relatively contained, and though 
parts of the north-west and the 
north-central remain afflicted by 
these vermin, there is the prospect 
of peace returning to the area.

Insecurity is a quotidian problem. 
Every country faces it in different 
mutations. But what matters is 
how the government of the country 
responds to this snag. According 
to the World Population Review, 
out of the estimated 250,227 gun-
related deaths worldwide in 2019, 
65.9 percent occurred in just six 
countries — Brazil, the United 
States, Venezuela, Mexico, India, 
and Colombia. The much-vaunted 
‘God’s own country’, the US, has 
the second-highest gun-related 
deaths globally.

Nigeria will surmount these 
current teething troubles. It will 
always win – even through the 
deadliest tempest.

EDITORIAL
Publisher

Larry Kingsley

Editor
Chigozie Uzosike

News Editor
Bright Okereke

Production Editor
Anthony Ogbekile

Reporters
Ikenna Orioha

Glory Ugochukwu
Oluchi Ofurum

Adaora John

Correspondents
Dan Maduagwu Okey (Umuahia)

Uchenna Ezeadigwe (Awka)
Karen James (Nnewi)
Ovat Mike (Onitsha)

Nonye Udumiri (Aba)
David Eze (Abakiliki)

Chuma Austin (Enugu)
Olise Nwagbogwu (Asaba)

Godson Nwosu (Port Harcourt)

Contributors/Columnists
Dr. Sir Amos Agwamba

Dr. Chuks Osuji
Justina Nkechi

Livy-Elcon Emereonye
Nwachukwu Lilian
Okoye Chuka Peter

Production
Ifeanyi Raymond

Alex Nnamdi Chukwu
Iduh Matthew Omaji

David Okezueh

ADMINISTRATION
General Manager

James Kalu
Operations Manager

Patricia Nwoye
Web Administrator
Bismark Ibegbulam

Circulation Team
Ignatius Ogechi Ajoku
Innocent Onyeahialam

Raphael Obioha
Eugene Nwachukwu

Legal Adviser
H. O. Ogbusu

Vision
To pioneer new ways to serve the 
public and provide credible reports 
across all media platforms.

Mission
To inspire and promote exceptional 
journalism, innovation and excellence 
through a quality newspaper which is 
reliable and accountable.



Discourse

News Echo     Friday 11 - Saturday 12  February, 2022                                                                         Page 5

Absence of  lawful extradition: 
Reason why Nigeria cannot explain 
how it intercepted Nnamdi Kanu

F
ollowing the sudden 
appearance of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu in a 

Federal High Court in Abuja 
on 29th June, 2021, the 
Attorney-General of  Nigeria 
(Abubakar Malami, SAN), 
at a press conference on the 
same date, stated that Kanu 
was “intercepted through 
the collaborative efforts of  
Nigerian intelligence and 
Security Services”. He added 
that “recent steps taken by 
the Federal Government saw 
to the interception of  the 
fugitive Kanu on Sunday the 
27th day of  June 2021”.

Beyond this bland use 
of  the word ‘interception’, 
neither the Attorney-General, 
nor any other Nigerian official 
has explained how and where 
this infamous interception 
occurred or whether it 
occurred under the pertinent 
legal framework or not. From 
published accounts, all efforts 
by the media (domestic and 
international) to elicit details 
of  this interception have met 
a stubborn official silence. 
And it appears that the same 
is true with myriad diplomatic 
inquiries issuing to Nigeria 
from the international 
community, notably from the 
United Kingdom and United 
Nations.

Conversely, Nnamdi 
Kanu had, in various sworn 
statements, given credible 
accounts and details that 
prove that the so-called 
interception is simply that 
he was officially kidnapped, 
disappeared, tortured in 
Kenya, and extraordinarily 
renditioned to Nigeria. 
During the hearing of  Kanu’s 
fundamental rights suit in 
Abia State (which he won), the 
Nigerian government could 
not explain how Kanu ended 
up in Nigeria, thus confirming 
that Kanu was not extradited 
but illegally renditioned. If  
Kanu was extradited, the 
Nigerian government would 
have been very forthright 
with it, especially given the 
insurmountable prosecutorial 
barrier that comes with 
extraordinary rendition.

It is therefore instructive 
that, to date, the Nigerian 
government has neither - in 
court or public - contradicted 
Kanu’s accounts, nor offered 
any alternative account that 

may suggest that Kanu’s 
return to Nigeria was secured 
through some due process of  
law. On its part, the Kenyan 
Government has, in the 
public and in processes filed 
in court, vehemently denied 
that Kanu was subjected 
to any extradition (or even 
deportation) proceedings 
in Kenya; and Nigeria has 
deadpanned to Kenya’s self-
righteous denials.

In view of  the foregoing, 
there are several questions 
and answers well-meaning 
Nigerians and the 
international community 
must demand from Nigeria. 
These questions and answers 
are very crucial, because 
under the domestic and 
international legal order, 
Nigeria cannot properly levy 
its sovereign rights of  criminal 
prosecution against Kanu 
without first proving that the 
act of  transferring Kanu from 
Kenya to Nigeria conformed 
to the basic tenets of  the law 
- municipal and international, 
including particularly treaties 
to which Nigeria is subject.

As a sovereign nation 
and member of  comity of  
nations, and a country with 
a Constitution and laws, 
Nigeria must first explain to 
her domestic courts and the 
international community 
(particularly Britain) how 
Kanu ended up in Nigeria 
in chains. This is but a basic 
condition precedent without 
which prosecution of  Nnamdi 
Kanu cannot ensue.

The whispering notion that 
extraordinary rendition is but 
a concept in international law 
that does not apply to Nigeria 
is false and it borders on crass 
ignorance. The Nigerian 
Constitution provides in its 
fundamental rights at Section 
35(1) that ‘No person shall 
be deprived of  his liberty 
save in accordance with a 
procedure permitted by law’. 
The operative phrase here 
is ‘procedure permitted by 
law’. This, if  there is absence 
of  extradition proceedings in 
Kenya for Nnamdi Kanu, it 
means that the deprivation 
of  his personal liberty (the 
interception and detention) 
was not in accordance with 
procedure permitted by law. 
At law, such gross misconduct 
must surely complicate any 
criminal prosecution by the 
complicit State.

A lot of  people might 
not be aware but there’s a 
Nigerian law, enacted by the 
National Assembly in 1983, 
known as the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples 
Rights (Ratification and 
Enforcement) Act. You can 
see this Law at CAP A9, Laws 
of  Federation of  Nigeria, 
2004. Article 12(4) of  this Law 
provides that “A non-national 
legally admitted in a territory 
of  a State Party to the present 
Charter, may only be expelled 
from it by virtue of  a decision 
taken in accordance with the 
law”.

To be sure, Nnamdi Kanu, 
a non-national of  Kenya, was 
legally admitted to Kenya 
on 5th May, 2021 and then 
expelled or was transferred 
from Kenya to Nigeria on 
27th June, 2021 without ‘a 
decision taken in accordance 
with the law’. Both Nigeria 
and Kenya are State Parties 
to the parent African Charter 
that grandfathered the similar 
law Nigeria later domesticated 
into its municipal laws.

Additionally, the ‘Mutual 
Assistance in Criminal Matters 
within the Commonwealth 
(Enactment and Enforcement) 
Act’ - another Nigerian Law - 
clearly specified at Sections 4 
to 6 the procedure that must 
be followed in any situation, 
such as the case of  Kanu, 
where Nigeria is requesting 
assistance in a criminal 
matter or a fugitive from a 
Commonwealth country, 
of  which Kenya is one. The 
procedure strictly requires 
the consent of  the State of  
refuge where such fugitive is 
found. In particular, Section 
6(5) stated clearly that “The 
provisions of  sections 4, 5 
and 6 of  this Act shall apply 
mutatis mutandis to any case 
in which Nigeria is either 
the requesting or requested 
country, as the case may 
require”. Thus, before Nigeria 
can prosecute Nnamdi Kanu, 
it must show that it complied 
with provisions of  this Law.

The continental version of  
the earlier mentioned African 
Charter on Human and 
Peoples Rights which Nigeria 
ratified and is thus thereby 
bound provides at Article 6 
that: “No one may be deprived 
of  his freedom except for 
reasons and conditions 
previously laid down by law. 
In particular no one may 

be arbitrarily arrested or 
detained”. Given that Nigeria 
claims that it ‘intercepted’ 
Kanu, the question that arises 
is whether said interception 
amounted to arbitrary arrest 
and detention. If  it did, 
then no prosecution ensuing 
therefrom can stand in law.

The same African Charter 
provides in its ‘Principles 
and Guidelines on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights while 
Countering Terrorism in 
Africa’ (at Part 5(A): Transfers 
of  Individuals) that: “A State 
may not transfer (e.g., deport, 
expel, remove, extradite) an 
individual to the custody 
of  another State unless it 
is prescribed by law and in 
accordance with due process 
and other international 
human rights obligations. 
Deportation, expulsion, 
and removal cannot be 
used to circumvent criminal 
justice processes, including 
extradition procedures. 
Extraordinary rendition, or 
any other transfer, without 
due process is prohibited”.

With particular reference 
to the preceding paragraph, 
what immediately jumps out 
is the phrase “extraordinary 
rendition or any other 
transfer without due process 
of  law is prohibited”. Since 
Nigeria is, by treaty, bound 
by this, it should be guided 
by the celebrated case of  
General Sani Abacha v 
Gani Fawehinmi, where the 
Supreme Court held that: 
‘Where a treaty is enacted into 
law by the National Assembly 
as was the case with the 
African Charter, it becomes 
binding and our courts must 
give effect to it like all other 
laws falling within the judicial 
powers of  the courts’.

Further, in anticipation 
that an African State could 
commit extraordinary 
rendition, such as Nigeria 
has done to Kanu, the 
African Charter’s ‘Principles 
and Guidelines on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights while 
Countering Terrorism in 
Africa, (at Part 1(F) provides 
that: ‘States shall provide 
full and effective reparation 
to individuals who have 
suffered violations of  their 
human rights as a result of  
acts committed in the name 
of  countering terrorism. 
Full and effective reparation 
should include restitution, 

compensation, rehabilitation, 
satisfaction and guarantees 
of  non-repetition’. As the 
Charges leveled against Kanu 
indicate, Nigeria justified its 
interception of  Kanu in the 
name of  countering terrorism.

On what constitutes 
‘restitution’, the United 
Nations ‘Basic Principles and 
Guidelines on the Right to a 
Remedy and Reparation for 
Victims of  Gross Violations 
of  International Human 
Rights Law and Serious 
Violations of  International 
Humanitarian Law’ 
provides in Part IX (19) that 
‘Restitution should restore the 
victim to the original situation 
before the gross violations of  
international human rights 
law occurred. Restitution 
includes restoration of  liberty 
and return to one’s place 
of  residence’. Nigeria is, by 
virtue of  being a member of  
United Nations, bound by 
these provisions.

In view of  the foregoing, 
it is trite that a renditioned 
fugitive suspect cannot be 
subjected to trial. Thus, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu should be 
restitutioned or restored to the 
status quo, whether to Kenya 
or Britain, at his option. It is 
inherently contradictory to 
postulate that a renditioned 
suspect will get a fair trial 
from the jurisdiction that 
renditioned him.

By its infamous nature, 
extraordinary rendition 
destroys every prospect for 
a fair trial. Therefore, the 
next best thing for Nigerian 
authorities to do is to toe the 
path of  honor and contrition 
by releasing Nnamdi Kanu 
unconditionally. In the 
interim, it may choose the 
easier option of  forbearing any 
objections to reinstatement of  
Nnamdi Kanu’s bail, which 
will instantly clear the judicial 
path to his release.

Going forward, the 
authorities can be guided 
by the recent judgment of  
the Abia State High which 
exonerated Kanu from 
the supervening event that 
disquieted his bail and 
ultimately culminated in the 
extraordinary rendition.

Aloy Ejimakor, Esq is 
the Special Counsel to Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu/IPOB.

By Aloy Ejimakor, Esq.
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G
od’s presence with 
us will distinguish 
us from any other 

people on earth. Being in 
God’s presence will make 
us to be unique among our 
equals. And God has bless-
ings for those that dwells 
in His presence.  Dwelling 
upon the Lord is the same 
thing as working with God. 
Whoever that is in God’s 
presence, is indeed gracious. 

There are rewards for 
those that are in the pres-
ence of  the Lord. As a child 
of  the Most High, you shall 
experience compassion and 
pity from your Lord whom 
you call Father.  There is no 
way one will dwell upon the 
Lord and still be the same. 
Firstly He will clean him/
her from both the inner and 
outward atrocities.  God will 
make you fit to stand before 
Him, by making you well of  
all iniquities.  No wonder 
God ask us not to carry our 
burden rather that we should 
cast it upon Him, our burden 
carrier. By so doing, we are 
free from burden being cre-
ated by ourselves and those 
burdens created by others. 
You know we don’t come to 
God as righteous men but 
rather as sinners.  So that, 
at the end of  our time here 
on earth, God will declare 
us righteous to inherit the 
kingdom of  God. Some-
times, we think that sinning 
against God is only by mur-
der, by committing adultery, 
fornication, stealing etc. We 
are enemies of  God by these 
small sins like, lying, back-
biting, talking when you are 
expected to keep mute, and 
keeping silent when you 
ought to speak out. There 
are a lot of  small things 
we do and ignore, thinking 
it’s not a sin against God. 
That’s why we’re advised to 
always dwell in God’s pres-
ence, so that He will show 
us compassion and pity on 
our daily sins. And when we 
have been forgiven of  these 
numerous inadequacies, we 
will be free and furthermore 
surrender ourselves to God 
alone. 

My brethren, the moment 
you start to dwell in God’s 
presence, you will encounter 

Dwelling in God’s presence
peace of  mind. And when 
you have it, you will be free 
from danger. There are forc-
es of  darkness God takes 
away from your life and fam-
ily just because you are pres-
ent in His presence. Exodus 
33 verse 14 says, “I will go 
with you and give you victo-
ry. Being in God’s presence 
automatically makes you 
a victorious child of  God. 
Even before the evil starts 
to come, God will send His 
Angel, just one Angel to go 
and stop it. Always dwelling 
in God’s presence will make 
ways for you where there is 
none. And testimony will 
never depart from your lips, 
l am a witness to this. Since 
l started dwelling among the 
children of  God, my breth-
ren, joy and happiness have 
become my second name. 
Whenever you are in the 
presence of  God, l advise 
you not to focus on men but 
God alone. Don’t do what 
you think others are doing 
but try to do only what the 
Lord ask us to do.  Don’t 
look unto your Parish Priest, 
your church leader or even 
your Bishop, no my dear, do 
things in accordance with 
God’s words. Fear God al-
ways because God is the fear 
that every fear fears. Don’t try 
to fear men in place of  God. 

Dwelling in God’s presence will make 
you a prosperous person. One may be 
in an unfair situation that seems as 

though it’s never going to turn around. 
And you don’t need everyone to be for 
you, you just need the right people to 
be for you.  God in His own time will 

line up people in positions of in�uence 
to open doors you couldn’t open and 

bring you opportunities and promotion 
that you didn’t see coming. As was true 
for Joseph, you don’t have to �nd them, 

they will �nd you. This is the hand of 
God in your life. Therefore, may God 
help us to be patient while He works 

things out in Jesus Name, Amen.

And as you do so, the mercy 
of  God will settle your case 
permanently. I assure you, 
God will never fail to give 
you peace and happiness for 
dwelling in his house. Don’t 
follow the crowd, remember 
what the Bible tells us, that, 
“many are called but few are 
chosen”. Are you among 
the chosen? This is based on 
your personal relationship 
with God. Again we are told 
that not those that call, my 
father, my father will inher-
it the Kingdom of  God but 
those that doeth the will of  
God. Are you in right stand-
ing with God? Do you have 
any reason not to dwell in 
God’s presence, Oh l fear.

Nothing should deter us 
from dwelling in God’s pres-
ence whether good or bad. 
In fact, It is more honoura-
ble to dwell before God in 
an unfair situation and see 
how God will manifest Him-
self  concerning your case. 
Whenever you are in God’s 
presence, l assure you God 
will cancel your evil reports 
and make you a new crea-
ture. Oh l just remember a 
sister in Christ after passing 
a rigorous test on HIV test, 
she knew very much that, 
abi nitio, she was HIV pos-
itive.  And she decided to 
dwell upon the Lord, each 

time she comes, she will tell 
God, “Father, a sinner is 
before you, forgive me my 
trespasses”. Every day she 
goes to God in prayer, beg-
ging for God’s forgiveness. 
She was just having a per-
sonal encounter with God. 
And at the right time, God, 
in His proper time said, 
,”My daughter, your sins are 
forgiven and I tell you my 
daughter, l don’t keep your 
past records”. Arise and go, 
you are made whole, Allelu-
ia!!!. Finally, the sister went 
for another HIV test, it was 
tested NEGATIVE. Yes, 
only God can do that which 
no man can do. So what are 
we waiting for in dwelling in 
God’s presence. It’s for our 
own good. There’s nothing 
we can do for God, He is al-
ways there for us, so please 
avail yourself  the opportuni-
ty. 

To the Glory of  God, He 
has brought us into Jerusa-
lem (New Year), you know 
it’s not out of  our righteous-
ness; It is by His Mercies, so 
how do we appreciate God 
for His Faithfulness. Let us 
serve God this year and be-
yond so that His mercy will 
continue to dwell upon our 
lives.

Check yourself, l believe 
God created every one of  
us with a unique gift. There 
are different gifts to different 
people and all comes from 
the Holy Spirit.  To sing 

well is a gift, to give is a gift, 
counseling is one of  them, to 
pray without season is a gift, 
patience with unfair situa-
tion is a gift,

to be selfless, that is, to 
consider others before your-
self  is also a good one, to 
talk less and listen more is a 
gift of  the Holy Spirit. What 
are you doing with your own 
gift.  Use it and honour God 
so that God will also honour 
you in his own way. That 
we are alive is enough rea-
son to honour him. And the 
best place to realize and to 
showcase your gift/gifts is to 
dwell in God’s presence. 

Dwelling in God’s pres-
ence will make you a pros-
perous person. One may be 
in an unfair situation that 
seems as though it’s never 
going to turn around. And 
you don’t need everyone to 
be for you, you just need the 
right people to be for you.  
God in His own time will 
line up people in positions of  
influence to open doors you 
couldn’t open and bring you 
opportunities and promo-
tion that you didn’t see com-
ing. As was true for Joseph, 
you don’t have to find them, 
they will find you. This is 
the hand of  God in your life. 
Therefore, may God help us 
to be patient while He works 
things out in Jesus Name, 
Amen.

Dwell in God’s presence 
and afflictions fly away. Af-
flictions are situations that 
we typically fight against. 
Interestingly however, af-
flictions have their benefits 
in the life of  a person. And 
one of  the typical benefits of  
afflictions is that they draw 
men back to God. But l ad-
vice you my beloved breth-
ren, don’t go to God’s pres-
ence because of  afflictions, 
rather dwell continually in 
the house of  God so that af-
flictions will not be able to 
locate you. 

Conclusively, to enjoy 
God’s grace, prosperity and 
goodness, let us learn to be 
in God’s presence so that at 
the end of  our stay here on 
earth, God will be proud to 
announce us to His Faithful 
Angels, that we are created 
for the kingdom of  God.

My brethren, the 
moment you start 
to dwell in God’s 
presence, you will 
encounter peace of 
mind. And when you 
have it, you will be 
free from danger. 
There are forces 
of darkness God 
takes away from 

your life and family 
just because you 
are present in His 

presence. 

“

“

“

“
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Style inspiration: Tiwa Savage shows her class
blazing. The velvet fabric is 
absolutely beautiful, paired 
with a black purse that makes 
the look complete. 

Although this picture is 
taken seated, these corseted 
gown is sexy and paired with 
the right diamonds, and pink 
platform heels, we are just in 
awe. 

easy to recreate. It is made by 
Lanre Da Silva. 

Sweater and cream 
There are many things to 

like about this sweater gown, 
the beaded openings, the 
length and the clutch is 
gorgeous. 

All black 
T iwa employed the 

services of  the Lanre Da 
Silva and she came out 

Here her recent looks 
we love; 

Sexy tutu 
Tiwa Savage pairs this 

tutu with beads and a white 
clutch that looks lovely. The 
shoes might  be Amina 
Muaddi, but one can't be 
sure. 

Corseted Tiwa 
Tiwa wears this lovely 

corset top and skirt that is so 

 remember years ago, Isome people remarked 
that  something was 

missing about the way Tiwa 
Savage dresses; it was a little 
too pop princess. She heard 
their cries and revamped her 
fashion. Tiwa Savage's new 
look is sexy and classy, sultry 
yet refined. Perhaps, we need 
to thank her new stylist for 
this transformation. 

nother week on 

AInstagram and our 
eyes went to and 

fro for the best pictures. 
What pictures caught our 
fancy this week? 

Tiwa 
Tiwa kept classy in this 

stunning black Lanre Da 

Silva gown. The clutch and 
the shoes were to die for too. 

Liquorose 
A slip dress is always a 

good idea, and Liquorose 
proves this in this pink 
gown. 

Nengi 
Nengi looks like a doll in 

another beautiful black slip 
dress and diamonds. 

Tacha 
Tacha takes aso-oke 

glamour to the next level in 
these pictures. 

Jackie B 
This picture of  Jackie B 

and her son was one of  the 

cutest things on the internet. 
Dorathy 
Dorathy is sexy in red, 

and she deserves accolades 
for how she keeps her hair 
laid. 

Bimbo Ademoye 
Bimbo is gorgeous in 

this red and nude gown. 

The best celebrity pictures on Instagram

Read &

advertise

in
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I
n fourteen months’ 
period, the present 
Abia state government 

would be winding up. It 
will be replaced by another 
government on 29 May 
2023. So, this means 
that the Gov Ikpeazu-led 
government has about 
fourteen months to clear 
the arrears of  pension 
his government owes 
pensioners and outstanding 
salaries of  some other 
agencies and parastatals 
in the state. What of  the 
backlog of  gratuities? Will 
Gov Okezie Ikpeazu be 
able to pay retirees their 
gratuities before he leaves 
office? 

According to a source, 
the present government 
of  Abia state has not paid 
more than eighty percent of  
the workers that have retired 
under it their gratuities 
within this period let alone 
paying all those who retired 
before this government 
came on board in 2015! 
This is what the people say; 
those involved, and I don’t 
know how veracious the 
statement is. 

This means that the 
present government of  Abia 
state has a little above one 
year’s period to pay many 
months of  salary arrears, 
pension arrears, and clear 
the backlog of  gratuities 
to its retirees! Now, the 
question arises again – will 
Abia state government of  
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu be able 
to clear all outstanding 
pension and salary arrears, 
and pay all gratuities before 
it winds up on 29 May 2022? 

The answer to this 
question is very important 
to the owed pensioners; and 
to me in particularly who is 
owed more than thirty-five 
months’ pension arrears 
and who has not received 
even one kobo in gratuity 
payment more than six 
years of  being booted out 
of  service (in premature 
retirement) because of  
the intrigues and political 
wrangling between a 

political god-father and his 
god-son that had resulted 
in the politicisation of  
Abia Civil Service then that 
led the ‘sacking’ of  many 
directors in the service. I 
was one of  them.

Truly, Abia state 
government has been 
suffering its pensioners 
through unprecedented 
indebtedness they had least 
expected from a government 
that is headed by a former 
public servant whose 
parents were also retired 
officers! As an individual-
retiree, I have been exposed 
and subjected to untold 
hardship, agonising torture 
and penurious misery by 
the present government 
through non-payment of  
my monthly pension and 
gratuity I direly need to 
survive in old age. 

In this regard, the present 
Abia state government has 
really been dealing with 
me mercilessly and has 
succeeded in pauperising 
me to the extent that I have 
not been able to access 
proper all along, and a 
specific medication my 
medics had said I needed 
to get as far back as 15 
July, 2017. On that day, the 
x-ray of  the angina pectoral 
disorder-problem I have 
been suffering revealed 
I needed to undergo a 
surgery, according to one of  
my doctors. 

But till today, more than 
four years after, I have not 
been able to undergo the 
surgery because of  the 
paltry five million naira it 
would cost whereas Abia 
State government owes me 
in excess of  twenty million 
naira in gratuity, pension 
arrears and general claims’ 
indebtedness! The result 
is that today, my health is 
deteriorating daily as I am 
gradually dying because 
I can not raise the five 
million naira money I need 
to access the surgery I direly 
need to undergo whereas a 
government I had served 
most diligently and retiring 

When will Abia Govt pay gratuity, 
pension arrears and regular pensions?

�
Truly, Abia state 

government has 
been suffering its 

pensioners through 
unprecedented 

indebtedness they 
had least expected 
from a government 
that is headed by a 

former public servant 
whose parents were 
also retired of�cers! 

As an individual-
retiree, I have 

been exposed and 
subjected to untold 
hardship, agonising 

torture and penurious 
misery by the present 
government through 
non-payment of my 

monthly pension and 
gratuity I direly need 
to survive in old age. 

News Echo   Friday 11 - Saturday 12  February, 2022                                                               Page 8

as a director, has continued 
to owe me my gratuity, 
monthly pension and 
pension arrears for the 
surgery that could enable 
me to live longer if  it is the 
wish of  my Creator.

Yes, the result of  denying 
me my gratuity, monthly 
pension and pension arrears 
by Abia state government 
is that my health now 
deteriorates on daily basis 
because of  lack of  money 
to get proper medication. 
This is most unfortunate 
and it is not funny at all. 
Other pensioners could 
similarly be suffering this 
way and other ways from 
a government they had 
suffered for years.

 Apart from this 
life-threatening situation 
Abia state government has 
subjected me to now, I feel 
very bad that I had to stay 
for nine solid months (from 
January to September 2015) 

before I received the first 
pension payment as a retiree 
under this government! 
Really, I nearly died within 
that period. Yes, a man that 
was prematurely forced 
out of  service without 
committing any offence, 
who had children and a wife 
to cater for, and who had 
some underlining ailments 
to contain with apart from 
indebtedness to my banker, 
had to stay for more nine 
months plus without 
receiving even one kobo 
from a government he had 
served well after retirement! 
In fact, in terms of  payment 
of  gratuities and monthly 
pension, it is a popular 
opinion now that the present 
Abia state government has, 
without a doubt, become 
the worst since the state was 
created in 1991! 

 Denying me pension 
for nine months was, 
indeed, a brazen act of  
man’s inhumanity to his 
fellow man, as the same 
government that failed 
to pay me my pension 
then (and even now) 
was steadily receiving its 
own monthly allocations 
without being owed by 
the federal government 
in addition to generating 
revenue internally from 
many sources! I still see 
non-payment of  retirees’ 
pension and gratuities 
in Abia as a mere act of  
wickedness! I may be wrong 
here but this is how I see it.

 Historically, I say 
that the present regime 
has become the worst 
government Abians have 
had since the state was 
created in 1991 when it 
comes to pension and 
gratuities’ payment. 
When I retired in 2015, 
my Authorisation Letter 
government issued to me 
had indicated I would be 
paid a monthly pension of  
two hundred and seventy-
five thousand naira, which 
translated to more than 
three million naira yearly. 
I was pleased at that. But, 

soon, the state government 
started irregular pension 
payment between 2015 I 
retired and 2019, paying 
three, four or five times 
yearly.

 Then, in May 2020, 
the pension take-home pay 
of  many of  the pensioners 
was reduced without any 
reason given to them. One 
year after, the government 
reduced take-home pay 
again explanation for the 
absurdity; yet the pensions 
are not paid on regular 
basis, to the extent that 
today, I can’t say exactly 
how many months I am 
owed, but it would be more 
than thirty-five months!

 So, my pension 
was first reduced from 
two hundred and seventy-
five thousand naira to two 
hundred thousand naira. 
Finally, it was reduced, 
last year, from that amount 
to less than one hundred 
thousand naira I am paid 
now, and yet the payment 
has been irregular as ever! 
Does it mean, then, that 
this government that will 
go in twelve months’ time 
will leave without clearing 
huge pension arrears and 
gratuities it owes Abia 
retirees to the one that will 
succeed it; or will it clear 
the indebtedness before 
leaving, the way Peter Obi 
had done before leaving 
office in Anambra state?

 In my own case, I 
have already told people that 
if  I die today, let them know 
that my death was caused 
by Abia state government 
that had failed to pay me my 
merited monthly pensions 
and the more-than-twelve-
million-naira gratuity I 
would have used to undergo 
an angina surgery that God 
would have used to save 
my life; my people would 
have known that Abia state 
government of  Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu had killed me 
through non-payment of  
my merited entitlements I 
had laboured for thirty-four 
years.
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From left-right:  Abia IPAC Chairman Ceekay Igara, Pastor Chibuike Gad and the President, Nigeria Christian Graduate Fellowship (NCGF) Barrister Ijeoma Njoku after the prayer.

...ACC reveals how political leaders sold Abia in idolatry, polluted her with rituals

...CAN youths vow to liberate Abia from bad leadership

T
he Abia Christian 
Community (ACC) 
and the Youth Wing 

of  Christian Association of  
Nigeria (YOWICAN), Abia 
Chapter have called on Abians 
irrespective of  religious and or 
political affiliations to get ready 
to stop irresponsible leaders in 
the 2023 election.

The two faith based bodies 
urged all Abians to take 
seriously, the ongoing voter 
registration across the country 
by the Independent Electoral 
Commission (INEC),  obtain 
their Permanent Voters Card 
(PVC) to enable them to rewrite 
the unfortunate history of  the 
state since her creation.

On the part of  the ACC, they 
made their point known at a 
one-day special prayer session 
captioned “Opening The Gates 
Of  Abia” with the theme, 
“Rebuilding The Broken Walls,” 
which took place at the Women 
Square, Aba Town Hall.

Pastor Chibuike Gad said 
that ACC’s parent bodies such 
as African Praise in Network 
(APNET), Nigerian Christian 
Graduate Fellowship (NCGF), 
Christian Association of  
Nigeria (CAN) and Aba City 
Elders (ACE) are liaising with 
the INEC so that the electoral 
body could take the registration 
exercise to all the churches in 
the state. 

Gad, therefore, called on all 
Abians to seize the opportunity 
to obtain their PVCs and prepare 
for the big task of  setting the 
state free from godfatherism, 
m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ,
incompetence and unbridled 
corruption.

He lamented that Abia 
state has become a laughing 
stock in the comity of  states 
in Nigeria and like Jerusalem 
of  old is in deep distress, with 
poverty, decayed infrastructural 
facilities, misery and other woes 
becoming a daily companion of  
the citizens of  the state.

Gad added that the nature of  
problems facing Abia state can 
only be solved through spiritual 
means just as the problems were 
brought about spiritually. He 
said, “In 2005, God said to one 
of  His servants; your leaders for 
the desire of  power sold Abia in 
Idolatry, polluted the land, with 
their numerous rituals. 

“Therefore, the redemption 
of  Abia lies in the hands of  body 
Christ, and that if  they fall to 

take responsibility, He will leave 
them with horns that will waste 
them.”

Gad said that ACC is aware 
that Abia state has a real-life 
leadership problem to solve and 
can no longer depend on the 
past and present non-performing 
political actors and their cronies 
to rescue the state, hence the 
prayer session to seek the face of  
God and his divine intervention. 

He appealed to all Abians to 
get ready as it has liaised with 
all other men and women of  
goodwill who are getting ready 
to ensure that no one whose 
spiritual life is questionable, no 
one who has contributed in one 
way or the other in wrecking 
Abia is elected.

He added that anointed 
political sons who only do the 
biddings of  their godfathers and 
cabals, and all those with a track 
record of  corruption, will not be 
allowed to man the affairs of  the 
state come 2023 by the grace of  
God. 

Gad said that the mission of  
ACC and motive are completely 
devoid of  politics, noting that 
it is not in any way aligned 
with, and or sympathetic to any 
political party or group.

“Ours is not a political party, 

but a strong pressure group 
geared towards good governance 
and value re-orientation to 
enthrone God-fearing leadership 
in the state.

“So we are calling on well-
meaning Abians to get their 
PVCs and get ready for the 
divine assignment ahead,” 
Pastor Gad appealed,” he said.

Rev. Ignatius Anoruo, 
the Coordinator of  Christian 
Pentecostal Mission (CPM), 
Abia and Ebonyi states 
lamented the serial leadership 
failure in Abia since the advent 
of  the current Democratic 
dispensation in 1999.

He said that leadership failure 
in the state has culminated in a 
situation whereby Abia which 
prides itself  as God’s own state 
is now a satanic state.

Anoruo added that there 
must be a big spiritual lacuna for 
a state that is supposed to be the 
number one to ironically be the 
last in all facets of  human life. 

“I am using this opportunity 
to appeal to Abians to arise and 
like Gideon did destroy the 
satanic altars and erect befitting 
altars for God so that Abia state 
will take its rightful place in the 
comity of  states In Nigeria.”

The president Nigerian 

Christian Graduate Fellowship 
(NCGF) Barrister Ijeoma 
Njoku, revealed that the aim 
of  the program is focused 
on making sure righteous 
leadership is enthroned in Abia 
State and that the state takes 
her pride in place as God’s Own 
State. 

She called on churches to 
come together, pray and make 
sure the state elects righteous 
leaders.

In a similar move, the Youth 
Wing of  Christian Association 
of  Nigeria (YOWICA), Abia 
Chapter said it is engaging in 
political awareness creation 
to stop the enthronement of  
incompetent leaders in the state.

Chairman, YOWICAN, 
Abia Chapter, Uche Ogbuka 
disclosed this in an interview 
with the newsmen in Aba 
on Tuesday. Ogbuka said 
the awareness creations was 
motivated by the understanding 
that the lethargy and non-
participation of  citizens in 
electoral processes was breeding 
unfriendly leaders.

In his words, “We are 
concerned and as a result, we are 
raising political consciousness 
among citizens to avert the 
mistakes of  the past.

“There is need for us even 
as a religious organization to 
be involved in the political 
awareness creation because 
everyone has felt the pains of  bad 
governance so everyone should 
join hands to change things.

“In most cases, our elections 
are marred by low voter turnout 
and in the end, desperate 
politicians who have nothing to 
offer would have their way. 

“In other cases, attempts 
are made to alter results by 
influencing the votes cast, that 
is the reason we are engaging 
the citizens to see why a lot of  
things have to change.”

Ogbuka said that religious 
bodies have a lot of  roles to 
play in improving governance 
in Nigeria through condemning 
acts of  corruption in government 
and helping to create a 
functioning system.

He said the country needs good 
governance at all levels adding 
that insecurity, unemployment, 
inflation, poverty, corruption, 
and infrastructural deficit were 
all indicators of  bad governance 
in Nigeria.  

He said, “We are raising 
consciousness to support 
leaders that would address these 
problems.”

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

2023: Abians urged to
shun idolatry leaders
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Special Report

F
ormer Governor of  
Enugu State and the 
Senator representing 

Enugu East Senatorial District 
in the National Assembly, 
Senator Chimaroke Nnamani, 
his Enugu North Senatorial 
District counterpart, Senator 
Chukwuka Utazi, members of  
House of  Representatives from 
the state, the state legislature, 
Council Chairmen of  the 17 
local government areas and 
other stakeholders of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Enugu State, on 
Wednesday, reaffirmed their 
endorsement of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi as the de 
facto leader of  the party in 
the state in particular and the 
South East geo-political zone 
in general. 

The Enugu PDP stakeholders, 
who spoke during the flag off  
of  the 2022 Local Government 
elections campaign, held 
at Ikem, Isi-Uzo LGA 
headquarters, declared that 
Gov. Ugwuanyi remains 
their leader while they are his 
followers.

They commended Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for the manner 
he has been managing the 
affairs of  Enugu State in spite 
of  the nation’s economic, 
security and public health 
challenges, stressing that it is 
unprecedented. 

The stakeholders also 
appreciated the governor for 
entrenching enduring peace 
and good governance in Enugu 
State, as well as his consistency 
in conducting local government 
elections since inception of  his 
administration. 

Speaking at the well attended 
rally, Senator Nnamani who 
stated that “politics is a 
serious business” described 
Gov. Ugwuanyi as “a master 
of  political leverages and the 
leader of  the PDP in the South 
East”.

Flanked by Senator Utazi 
and Senator Ben Collins 
Ndu, Senator Nnamani said 
that the forthcoming Local 
Government election in the 
state is a rehearsal to the 2023 
general elections, stressing: “It 
is a serious business and that is 
why I am here”.

The former governor 
reiterated their loyalty to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi and the governor’s 
decisions in respect of  the 
2023 general elections, saying: 
“What Gov. Ugwuanyi wants 
us to do in 2023, we will do 
it. The governor is our party 
leader, we are his followers”.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
members of  the House of  
Representatives from Enugu 

LG elections in Enugu: Senators Nnamani, 
Utazi, others drum support for Ugwuanyi 

State, the member representing 
Enugu East/Isi-Uzo Federal 
Constituency, Hon. Cornelius 
Nnaji, described Ugwuanyi as 
peace loving Governor, pointing 
out that the mammoth crowd 
at the rally was a testament to 
the overwhelming popularity of  
the PDP in Enugu State and the 
acceptability of  Gov. Ugwuanyi 
as the leader of  the party.

Hon. Nnaji who spoke 
alongside Rt. Hon. Ofor 
Chukwuegbo, Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Pat Asadu, Rt. Hon. Princess 
Peace Nnaji, Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Kingsley Ebenyi, Hon. K.G.B. 
Oguakwa, Hon. U.S.A. Igwesi 
and Hon. Chijioke Edeoga, 
maintained that “it is well 
established that we have one 
Governor of  Enugu State and 
one leader in the person of  His 
Excellency Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi”.

The federal lawmaker 
applauded Gov. Ugwuanyi for 
keeping faith with his peace 
initiative and the promise he 
made in his inaugural address 
to develop the rural areas where 
the majority of  the people 
reside.

“Let’s all continue to support 
our governor and his peace 
initiative which is expensive 
to maintain. He is a calm and 
humble leader”, he said.

Also speaking on behalf  of  
the members of  the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, the 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Edward 
Ubosi, lauded Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for “the way you have been 
managing the affairs of  Enugu 
State”, stressing that the 
governor’s leadership style is 
uncommon in the history of  
the state.

From Chuma Austin, Enugu

Hon. Ubosi enjoined PDP 
stakeholders and faithful in the 
state to “follow your leader”.

The PDP State Chairman, 
Hon. Augustine Nnamani, on 
behalf  of  the party executives 
expressed gratitude to the party 
faithful for coming out en 
masse at the event.

The PDP Chairman equally 
thanked Gov. Ugwuanyi who 
he described as “the game 
changer and bridge builder” for 
keeping faith with his campaign 
promises to the people of  Enugu 
State, stating that “the PDP we 
see is Gov. Ugwuanyi”.

He said that “there is no part 
of  this state that has not felt 
the impact of  the governor’s 
administration”, stressing that 
“our governor pays workers’ 
salaries (new minimum wage) 
regularly and still attends to 
development issues with the 
state’s lean resources”.

Hon. Nnamani appreciated 
members of  the National and 
State Assemblies for the synergy 
between the executive and the 
legislature in the state, revealing 
that “everybody is happy with 
the PDP-led government of  
Gov. Ugwuanyi. There is no 
shaking!”.

The party Chairman therefore 
urged the electorate to vote for all 
the candidates of  the PDP in the 
February 23 LG Chairmanship 
and councillorship elections in 
the state.

In their goodwill messages, 
the former Chairmen of  PDP 
in Enugu State, Dr. Charles 
Egumgbe, Chief  Engr. Vita 
Abba and Chief  Ikeje Asogwa, 
said they are impressed with 
Gov. Ugwuanyi’s performance 
in office.

Speaking on behalf  of  other 
ex-Chairmen of  the party, 
Engr. Abba commended the 
governor for keeping the ideals 
and tradition of  the party alive. 
He went further to thank Hon. 
Nnamani for taking the party to 
a new level.

Handing over the party flags 
to the 17 LG Chairmanship 
candidates of  the PDP and 
their deputies, after prayers 
were offered for them by the 
Spiritual Director of  Okunerere 
Adoration Ministry, Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Paul Obayi, Gov. Ugwuanyi 
thanked the leadership of  the 
party at all levels and indeed all 
the stakeholders for providing 
the leadership that facilitated 
the success of  the primary 
elections.

The governor disclosed that 
“the politicking was intriguing, 
the sound was loud, the 
suspense was thrilling and the 
tension was palpable yet the 
processes were consultative, 
conclusive and consensual”.

He revealed that all the 
aspirants in the primary 
elections, irrespective of  the 
outcomes, have long joined 
hands to build a stronger and 
more formidable PDP that is 
ready and prepared to go to the 
polls.

Gov. Ugwuanyi assured 
the people of  Enugu State 
that the party candidates, if  
elected, shall serve them with 
the fear of  God and in their 
best interest, consistent with 
the PDP tradition, and urged 
them to vote massively for 
PDP on February 23, 2022. “I 
extend my reverential greetings 
and gratitude to the Clergy 
and our Traditional Rulers for 

their prayers, support and wise 
counsel.

“I must pertinently tell you 
that our administration is keen 
on activating the local economy 
of  our rural communities. 
Therefore, it has become our 
Directive Principle that all 
elected Council Chairmen 
and Councilors must reside in 
their electoral constituencies 
henceforth.

“By so doing, they will 
necessarily work to secure these 
constituencies (being residents) 
and also activate their local 
economies.

“Ndi Enugu, as I flag off  the 
2022 LGA elections campaign 
of  PDP in Enugu State, I present 
to you, the Party’s flag bearers 
for the Council Chairmanship 
election in the 17 LGAs of  the 
state, persons who have been 
found worthy and capable of  
superintending the affairs of  
these LG Councils by the Party 
in their respective LGAs.

“I passionately plead with 
you to massively support these 
candidates in the 23rd February 
2022 Local Government 
Council Chairmanship 
elections in the 17 LGAs of  the 
state. I assure you that these 
candidates, if  elected by you, 
shall serve you with the fear of  
God and in your best interest, 
consistent with the PDP 
tradition”, the governor said.

The Deputy Governor, Hon. 
Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo, members 
of  the State Executive Council 
(EXCO), members of  the 
ALGON led by the Chairman 
and Chairman of  Udenu LGA, 
Hon. Solomon Onah, were 
among the dignitaries at the 
event.

Cross section of members of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at the LG campaign flag off at Ikem in Isi Uzo LGA of Enugu State
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News Analysis

F
ormer deputy 
president of  the senate, 
Ike Ekweremadu has 

kick-started his political train 
to succeed Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu State 
following his inauguration 
of  his “grassroots soldiers” 
in Enugu on Wednesday.

To this end, Senator 
Ekweremadu has officially 
put to an end the long 
speculation on whether or 
not he will be contesting 
in the 2023 gubernatorial 
election.

News Echo Correspondent 
gathered that the 
inauguration of  the political 
structure, christened: 
“Enugu Solidarity for 
Ikeoha” has brought the 
Senator representing Enugu 
West Senatorial Zone on 
a collision course with 
Governor Ugwuanyi and 
many others championing 
zoning system in the state.

The event took place in 
his Enugu residence amidst 
tight security. Confirming 
the event,  Ekweremadu took 
to his verified Facebook page 
to post 36 pictures, merely 
to announce the event 
and to wish his team well. 
“Inauguration of  the state, 
zonal, local government, 
and ward executives of  the 

2023 Enugu zoning:  Ekweremadu 
dares Ugwuanyi, Nnamani, Nwobodo

Enugu Solidarity Forum for 
Ikeoha in Enugu. Thank you 
for the immense solidarity. 
Ya gazie.”  Ekweremadu 
stated.

Reports had it that 
the “inauguration has 
induced so many tensions, 
apprehensions and mistrust 
as it is said to be a sharp 
trick against the will of  
Enugu state governor, Rt. 
Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, the 
former governor of  Enugu 
State, Sen. Chimaroke 
Nnamani, the former 
Nigerian Senate President 
Sen. Ken Nnamani, former 
governor of  old Anambra 
State, Sen. Jim Nwobodo 
amongst other stakeholders 
who are keen to conserve 
the zoning arrangement 
of  Enugu State, currently 
in favour of  Enugu East 
Senatorial zone, against the 
Enugu West Senatorial zone 
where Sen. Ike Ekweremadu 
represents”

It would be recalled that 
Governor Ugwuanyi  had 
in different fora reiterated 
that at approximate time, 
“equity, justice and fairness 
will take preeminence” in 
the choice of  his successor.

On January 26, this year, 
the founder of  “Ebeano 
political family”  and 
ex-governor of  Enugu 
state Senator Chimaroke 
Nnamani currently 

From Chuma Austin, Enugu representing Enugu East 
Senatorial zone at National 
Assembly insisted that it 
is the prerogative of  the 
incumbent (Ugwuanyi) 
to choose his successor 
with regard to the zoning 
pact, stressing that it is the 
tradition of  the state to 
adhered to zoning formula.

His words: “We have a 
tradition in Enugu State 
politics. The governor is 
the leader who directs 
affairs. He will determine 
who succeeds him without 
compromising the electoral 
processes and whomever 
he chooses will be our next 
governor.”

“I have absolute loyalty 
and respect for my governor 
who is also the leader of  the 
Ebeano political family. He 
has demonstrated capacity 
and leadership. We are 
waiting for him to lead the 
way to go in 2023 and we 
shall follow”. “No matter the 
machinations, conspiracies 
and subterfuges over the 
governorship primary of  
our party, we will have a 
successful transition under 
the leadership and guidance 
of  our governor.”

“It is understandable 
that some of  those who 
are posturing are seeking 
for relevance or seeking for 
political appointments in 
other parties. That is the 

beauty of  democracy, Sen. 
Chimaroke Nnamani said

It would also be recalled 
that ex-governor of  Old 
Anambra State Senator Jim 
Ifeanyichukwu  Nwobodo, 
the former Nigeria Senate 
President, Ken Nnamani, 
former minister of  power 
Prof. Bart Nnaji amongst 
other stakeholders had 
openly thrown their weight 
behind zoning.

Be that as it may, one 
figure that is likely to be 
favoured in the unfolding 
event is Professor Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji who 
many believe is ahead of  
other top governorship 
contenders from Enugu 
East Senatorial zone which 
included: Speaker Hon 
Edward Ubosi. Peter Mbah, 
Sir. Chinyeaka Ohaa, Hon. 
Chijioke Edoga, Everest 
Nnaji (Odenge) Offor 
Chukwegbo.

Who is Professor Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji? Professor 
Jehu Onyekwere Nnaji who 
hails from Amurri kingdom 
in Nkanu West Local 
Government Area of  Enugu 
state, was born to Mr. 
Godswill Okafor Nnaji and 
Mrs. Grace Onyenweaku 
Nnaji. 

Professor Nnaji attended 
his Primary school at the 
Green Street Primary School, 

Aba, Abia state, Secondary 
school at the Wilcox 
Memorial Comprehensive 
School, Aba, Abia state and 
Universities at University of  
Benin, Benin City; where he 
obtained Bachelor’s degree 
in Agricultural Economics, 
Rivers State University, 
Port Harcourt; where he 
obtained Master’s degree 
in Business Administration 
(Marketing Option - MBA), 
and Master’s degree in 
Law and Diplomacy, 
University of  Naples II, 
Italy; where he obtained 
PhD in Comparative 
Constitutional Law and 
Integration Processes, 
University of  Kansas Law 
School, USA; where he 
equally obtained PhD in 
Research in Comparative 
Constitutionalism.

Nnaji later became a 
Judge at the International 
Criminal Court (ICCMCC), 
sitting at The Hague, 
Netherlands (2007-date), 
in collaboration with 
the International Bar 
Association, London, UK.

He is a Professor and 
Consultant in Civil and 
Criminal Matters at the 
Italian Ministry of  Justice 
and at the High Courts of  
Naples and Santa Maria 
Capua Vetere (CE), Italy.

Ekweremadu Ugwuanyi Nwobodo Nnamani
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Re-amended electoral bill proposes ministers,
commissioners to resign before contesting
I

f  President Muham-
madu Buhari signs 
the new Electoral Act 

amendment bill recently 
forwarded to him by the 
National Assembly into 
law, all political appointees 
in the government would 
no longer be eligible, either 
as voting delegates or aspir-
ants during the conventions 
or congresses of  their polit-
ical parties.

The implication is that 
some key ministers in Bu-
hari’s cabinet, said to be 
nursing presidential ambi-
tions would be barred from 
seeking the nominations of  
their parties.

What this therefore, 
means is that ministers, 
commissioners and other 
political appointees are ex-
pected to resign ahead of  
their parties’ primaries in 
order to be eligible to con-
test in the primaries.

Top on the list of  the aspir-
ing appointees to be affected 
by this new amendment are 
the Minister of  Transpor-
tation, Rt. Hon. Chibuike 
Amaechi; Minister of  In-
terior, Rauf  Aregbesola; 
and Minister of  Works and 
Housing, Babatunde Fasho-
la. They are believed to have 
presidential ambitions, even 
though they have yet to de-
clare their interests.

But by the provision at is-
sue, political appointees are 
also barred from voting as 
delegates in a convention or 
seeking nomination in the 
primaries of  their political 
parties.

Unlike what was obtain-
able in the past when most 
APC ministers and com-
missioners took leave of 
absence to contest their par-
ty’s primaries and later went 
back to their jobs after they 
lost, that grace is no longer 
available.

However, with the new 
amendment, if  signed by 
the President, they would 
henceforth be required to va-
cate office completely before 
being eligible to contest.

The bill also advises ag-
grieved aspirants to seek 
redress at the Federal High 
Court if  they suspect the po-
litical parties did not comply 
with the relevant provisions 
in the selection of  candi-
dates.

According to Clause 84 of 
the recommitted bill, “No 
political appointee at any 
level shall be a voting del-
egate or be voted for at the 
convention or congress of 
any political party for the 
purpose of  the nomination 
of  candidates for any elec-
tion.

“Where a political par-
ty fails to comply with the 
provisions of  this Act in the 
conduct of  its primaries, its 
candidate for election shall 

not be included in the elec-
tion for the particular posi-
tion in issue.

“Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of  this Act or rules of 
a political party, an aspirant, 
who complains that any of 
the provisions of  this Act 
and guidelines of  a political 
party have not been com-
plied with in the selection or 
nomination of  a candidate 
of  a political party for elec-
tion, may apply to the Feder-
al High Court for redress.

“Nothing in this section 
shall empower the courts to 
stop the holding of  primaries 
or general election under this 
Act, pending the determina-
tion of  a suit.”

But there appears to be a 
lacuna in the new law, which 
may encourage infringe-
ments on the inalienable 
rights of  citizens to vie for 
elective offices.

The Supreme Court had 
pronounced at different 
times that any law inconsist-
ent with the provisions of 
the constitution is ultra vires 
and, to that extent, null and 
void.

Sources believe the clause 
is meant to clip the wings of 
the governors, who, through 
appointments, often control 
those who become automat-
ic delegates and determine 
the outcome of  congresses.

Sources further claimed 
that the idea was originally 
from the House of  Repre-
sentatives, pushed by a prin-
cipal officer from Lagos as 
an agenda to serve some in-
terests. The senate was said 
to have concurred, just to 
keep the “one house” refrain 
of  the National Assembly.

But the fear being ex-
pressed by many is that, with 
a clause that clearly breaches 
the provision of  the constitu-
tion, the president might be 
forced to veto the electoral 
act amendment bill again. If 
this happens, a new electoral 
law may not be ready for the 
2023 elections.

The National Assembly 
had recently transmitted the 
new Electoral Act (Amend-
ment) Bill to Buhari for 
assent, through the Clerk 
of  the National Assembly, 
Olatunde Ojo. Before the lat-
est transmission, Buhari had 
in December 2021, vetoed 
the former amendment bill, 
leading to a recommittal by 
the National Assembly.

There have been misgiv-
ings about the new amend-
ment, fuelling speculations 
on whether or not the pres-
ident would sign it into law. 
The latest speculation was 
stoked by rumours that 
some governors, especially, 
those of  the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
were not comfortable with 
the new amendment and 
had planned to prevail on 
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Landlords Association decries multiple taxation
by Abia Internal Revenue Agency
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Aba Landlords 
Protection and De-
velopment Asso-

ciation (ALPADA), has 
alleged that Abia St at e 
Board of  Internal Revenue 
engages in multiple taxa-
tion, lack of  transparency 
and undue harassment of  
obedient tax payers in  the 
state.

They therefore urged the 
state Governor, Dr. Okez-
ie Ikpeazu to as a matter 
of  urgency prevail on the 
Board to streamline, and 
realign its operations in line 
with global best practices.

Speaking after receiv-
ing a leadership award, as 
the Leadership Icon for 
the year 2021, from Abia 
based All Facts Newspa-
per, the President General 
of  the Association, Chief  
Alphonsus E. Udeigbo 

decried the operations of  
the state Revenue Board, 
where members who are 
up to date in the payment 
of  their property rates are 
daily harassed, while de-
faulters, who neither pay 
taxes or rates are walking 
the streets freely.

He explained that the 
system is not only unjust, 
but highly discouraging 
to those who pay, and ap-
pealed to the Governor 
to help his members out 
by ensuring that they are 
not daily harassed by the 
Board for non-payment 
when actually they have 
paid. “Our members are 
presently being maltreated 
and harassed by the Board 
of  Internal Revenue. 

There are many instanc-
es where our members who 
are up to date in the pay-
ment of  their rates and tax-
es are having their property 
sealed, Udeigbo decried, 

and urged the Governor to 
intervene.

“What we are having in 
place now as far as the oper-
ation of  the Board of  inter-
nal Revenue is concerned, is 
a situation where by those 
our members who are up to 
date in the payment of  their 
property rates are daily be-
ing harassed, while those 
who I personally know that 
have not paid their taxes/
rates in the last few years 
are working the street free”, 
he emphasized.

He also used that oppor-
tunity to laud the perfor-
mances of  the Governor, 
but urged him to closely 
monitor and ensure that the 
contractors who are han-
dling construction works in 
the state deliver good, qual-
ity roads that will stand the 
test of  time.

While the President Gen-
eral was given award of  
Leadership Icon of  the year 

the president to also veto it, 
as he did in the last one.

The harmonised version 
of  the Electoral Bill recently 
passed by the legislature was 
considered the final agreed 
version by both Senate and 
House of  Representatives on 
the amendment to Clause 84 
of  the bill.

In this clause, the direct, 
indirect and consensus 
modes of  primary election 
by political parties were in-
cluded. This was after the 
controversy that trailed the 
different versions initially ap-
proved by the two chambers.

The senate had in its 

2021, the Association it-
self  was given award as the 
most Humanitarian Land-
lords Association of  the 
year 2021.

According him, most of  
the road reconstructed in 
the past almost collapsed 
immediately due to poor 
quality job from contrac-
tors .”What we are saying 
is that most of  the roads re-
constructed even two, three 
years have been washed 
away due to poor quality, 
while some of  the roads 
constructed by Azikiwe 
many years ago are still 
there. 

“The roads constructed 
by Ngige in Anambra state 
16 years ago are still intact. 
This is because of  their 
high quality so we are urg-
ing the Governor to ensure 
that the contractors deliver 
good and quality roads that 
will stand the test of  time.” 
Chief  Udeigbo advised.

re-amended bill approved di-
rect, indirect, and consensus 
primaries for the nomination 
of  candidates by political 
parties, while the House only 
provided direct and indirect 
modes, saying the president 
did not speak about the con-
sensus option, when he ve-
toed the previous bill.

But President of  the Sen-
ate, Dr. Ahmad Lawan, 
while presiding at plenary, 
stated that both chambers 
had agreed to give a clear 
and sufficient definition for 
each mode of  primary, and 
how they would be conduct-
ed.

Lawan explained that for 
the consensus method, the 
two chambers produced a 
clear-cut definition on how a 
consensus candidate would 
emerge.

Buhari had declined assent 
to the first amendment bill 
over the provision of  direct 
primary as the only mode of 
choosing candidates by po-
litical parties.

The bill earlier passed by 
the National Assembly on 
November 18, 2021, provid-
ed: “A political party seeking 
to nominate candidates for 
elections under this bill shall 
hold direct primaries for as-

pirants to all elective posi-
tions, which shall be moni-
tored by the commission.”

But Buhari, in declining 
assent, disclosed that he 
would only give assent to the 
bill if  the lawmakers provid-
ed options for the conduct 
of  primaries by political par-
ties.

The president also cited 
several disadvantages of  the 
provision to the system, in-
cluding security and possible 
manipulation by incumbent 
officeholders, who might be 
seeking re-election, as well 
as political parties’ inability 
to muster funds for it.
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  Issues

IGP arraigns 3 suspects over alleged
fraud in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Inspector General 
of  Police (IGP), Mr. 
Baba Usmar Alkali, on 
Wednesday, arraigned 

three suspects and two com-
panies before a Federal High 
Court, Awka, Anambra state, 
on charges bordering on con-
spiracy and fraud.

Those arraigned before the 
court presided over by Justice 
Nnamdi Dimba were, Chibueze 
Ojeh, Obinna Nwosu, Eme-
ka Njoku and two companies; 
Castle Equipment & Logistic 
LTD and United Bank for Af-
rica (UBA).

It was gathered that the sus-
pects and the two companies 
were arraigned on two counts 
charge bordering on conspira-
cy to wit: fraud and obtaining 
money under false pretence.

The Inspector General 
of  Police, in the amended 
charge marked No. FHC/
AWK/C/25/2020, alleged that 
the three suspects and the two 
companies, Castle Equipment 
& Logistic LTD and United 
Bank for Africa (UBA), had 
on between 3rd April 2013 
and 31st June 2013 in Lagos, 
within the jurisdiction of  this 
Honourable court while acting 
in concert and with intent to 
defraud Chief  Nnamdi Ezen-
wa MD/CEO of  Minna In-
vestment Limited conspired 
together to commit felony to 
wit: obtaining money to the 
sum of  N242,015,000,00 (Two 

hundred and Forty two Million, 
Fifteen thousand Naira) equiva-
lent to $950,000.00 (Nine Hun-
dred and Fifty Thousand Unit-
ed States Dollars) from him.

The IGP also alleged that the 
three after fraudulently received 
the money from the victim, con-
verted same to their personal 
use.

The offences, according to the 
prosecutor Counsel, Augustin 
Oboh are contrary to sections 
8(a) and 1(3) and punishable un-
der sections 1(3) of  the Advance 
Fee Fraud and Other Related 
Offences Act, 2006.

The charges read in part: that 
you Chibueze Ojeh ‘m’ 40years 
MD/CEO of  Castle Equip-
ment & Logistics Limited of  
Lekki County Homes, Westend 
Estate Road 4, House 4 Lek-
ki Lagos state, Obinna Nwosu 
‘m’ 45years of  No. 1 Shofidiya 
Close, Adegoke Estate, Masha 
Roundabout Sururere Lagos, 
Emeka Njoku `r n’ 4lyears for-
mer marketer with United Bank 
for Africa, of  No. 3 AzikiWe 
Road Port Harcourt, Castle 
Equipment & Logistics Ltd and 
United Bank for Africa between 
3rd April 2013 and 31st June 
2013 in Lagos, within the juris-
diction of  this Honourable court 
while acting in concert and with 
intent to defraud Chief  Nnamdi 
Ezenwa MD/CEO of  Minna 
Investment Limited conspired 
together to commit felony to 
wit: obtaining money by false 
pretence and you thereby com-
mitted an offence contrary to 
Section 8(a) of  the Advance fee 
fraud and other related offences 

IGP, Alkali Baba

Act 2006. 
Count3; That you Chibueze 

Ojeh `m’ 40years MD/CEO 
of  Castle Equipment & Logis-
tics Limited of  Lekki County 
Homes, Westend Estate Road 
4, House 4 Lekki Lagos state, 
Obinna Nwosu 45years of  No. 
1 Shofidiya Close, Adegoke 
Estate, Masha Roundabout 

Sururere Lagos, Emeka Njoku 
4 years former marketer with 
United Bank for Africa, of  No. 
3 Azikiwe Road Port Harcourt, 
Castle Equipment & Logistics 
Ltd and United Bank for Afri-
ca between 3rd April 2013 and 
31st June 2013 in Lagos, within 
the jurisdiction of  this Honour-
able court while acting in con-

By Grace Ofurum

I
n line with the federal gov-
ernment initiative for all un-
dergraduates in the tertiary 

institution to undergo entre-
preneurship studies, the Alvan 
Ikoku Federal College of  Edu-
cation, centre for entrepreneur-
ship education has turned out 
students who completed the 
2020/2021 training from the 
centre. It was also an occasion 
for practical product exhibition 
of  the skills acquired by the stu-
dents.

Speaking at the event, the Di-
rector of  the centre, Dr. Mrs. 
Bridget C. Obi in her welcome 
address stated that there is an 
urgent need globally to reduce 
the rate of  unemployment 
hence the emphasis on skills ac-
quisition, adding that it is quite 
alarming that the tertiary insti-
tution graduates students every 
year without a commensurate 

effort to employ them by the 
government.

She noted that the students 
need to be equipped to be self  
reliant and become job employ-
ers instead of  job seekers.

She observed that entrepre-
neurship is one of  the strate-
gies mapped out by the federal 
government to fulfill its 7 point 
agenda.

She however urged the stu-
dents to be diligent and utilize 
the skills they have learnt at 
the centre to sustain themselves 
even after graduating from the 
university.

The Provost, Dr. Dan Anyan-
wu represented by the deputy 
provost, Dr. Mrs. Stella Lem-
chi applauded the effort of  the 
management of  the centre for 
their effort in equipping the stu-
dents and for maintaining the 
standard of  the predecessor.b 
She therefore encouraged the 
students that passed through the 

institution to be equipped with 
skills and be self  reliant. 

She urged them to make 
good use of  the opportunity 
to improve on themselves and 
also keep themselves busy with 
something meaningful instead 
of  engaging in get-wealth-quick 
syndrome, crimes and drugs.

The head of  department of  
Entrepreneurship Education, 
Dr. John Ukagwu said the pro-
gramme is compulsory for every 
students of  the institution as 
they are not eligible to gradu-
ate without passing through the 
centre.

He stated also that the centre 
also markets their products to 
the entire campus and also to 
outsiders.

He urged the university com-
munity to patronize the centre 
and also register to be trained to 
acquire skills.

One of  the participants from 
business Education depart-

cert and with intent to defraud 
Chief  Nnamdi Ezenwa MD/
CEO of  Vinna Investment Lim-
ited deceitfully induced Chief  
Nnamdi Ezenwa through an 
agreement and collected the 
sum of  N242,015,000,00 (Two 
hundred and Forty two Million, 
Fifteen thousand Naira) Equiv-
alent to(Nine hundred and Fifty 
Thousand United States Dol-
lars), from him on the pretence 
that you will transfer the Dol-
lars to his customers in Italy but 
having collected the money you 
converted same to your use, you 
thereby committed an offence 
contrary to section 1(1) and 
punishable under section 1(3) of  
the Advance fee fraud and other 
related offences Act 2006. 

Count 4 That you Emeka Njo-
ku ‘m’ 41 years, former market-
er with United Bank for Africa, 
of  No. 3 Azikiwe Road Port 
Harcourt and United Bank for 
Africa, between 3rd April 2013 
and 31st June 2013 in Lagos 
and Aba, within the jurisdic-
tion of  this Honourable court 
while acting in concert and 
with intent to defraud Chief  
Nnamdi Ezenwa MD/CEO of  
Vinna Investment Limited aids 
and abets Chibueze Ojeh ‘m’ 
40years MD/CEO of  Castle 
Equipment & Logistics Lim-
ited of  Lekki County Homes, 
Westend Estate road 4 House 
4 Lekki Lagos state and Castle 
Equipment & Logistics Limit-
ed to commit of  the offence-of  
obtaining money by false pre-
tence when you induced Chief  
Nnamdi Ezenwa to transfer the 
sum of  N242,015,000,00 (Two 
hundred and Forty two Million, 
Fifteen thousand Naira) Equiv-
alent to $950,000.00 (Nine 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
United States Dollars) from his 
UBA account in Aba branch 
to the UBA-account of  Castle 
Equipment & Logistics Limited 
in Lagos Which was withdrawn 
by Chibueze Ojeh, you thereby 
committed an offence contrary 
to section to section 8(a) and 
punishable under section 1(3) of  
the Advance fee fraud and other 
related offences Act 2006.  

All the accused however 
pleaded not guilty to the charge.

Following the pleas of  the 
accused persons, their lawyers, 
Nduka Ijeh, Mr. Enoch Aguana 
and N.C Odumata pleaded with 
the court to admit bail to his cli-
ents in the most liberal term.

The presiding judge, Justice 
Nnamdi Dimba, after listened 
to the submissions of  both par-
ties, adjourned till March 16, 
2022 for further hearing. The 
judge however ordered that the 
accused persons be remanded in 
prisons custody.

ment, Miss. Solomon Ruth 
who acquired Millinery skills 
thanked the school for such 
opportunity given to them to 
learn new skills, stating that 
with the skills, she can comfort-
ably produce hair fascinators, 
turban and others by herself  
which will sustain her even af-
ter graduation.

Mary Akajha who was 
trained in Agriculture and food 
processing, said with the skill 
she has acquired, she intends to 
go into farming as she already 
has a farm land for that pur-
pose.

The centre trained students 
on Fashion designing, cosme-
tology, makeup, cake making, 
bead making, amongst others.

The students were also issued 
with a certificate for the best 
graduating students in each 
unit and to others  for complet-
ing the programme.

Friday 11 - Saturday 12 February, 2022
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Keep handbags shiny 
and clean

Add Layers: A tailored 
jacket is an editor's secret 
weapon. It elevates denim, 
polishes flow-y dresses, 
looks chic thrown over the 
shoulders and takes slim 
pants to the board room.

Dress up your denim: 
Just make sure you always 
add heels and keep the 
silhouettes and washes 
classic.

Match your shoes and 
your bag: When in doubt, 
keeping your accessories in 

the same color palette will 
ensure your look comes off  
a s  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  n o t 
haphazard.

Top off any look with 
a hat: Adding an elegant hat 
or headgear to your outfit 
gives it a polished look 
because you've quite literally 
topped  the  ou t f i t  o f f . 
Whether it's a beret, brim 
hat, straw hat or headband, 
it gives the impression you 
have paid attention to every 
detail. An affordable hat (or 
two) is definitely worth 
investing in since it's very 

versatile. Besides, a hat is 
also perfect for bad hair 
days.

Add sunglasses to any 
look: Add a sleek pair of  
sunglasses to any of  your 
outfits to instantly elevate it. 
Not only does it look stylish, 
it protects your eyes from the 
sun. They are also an easy 
way to look chic without 
makeup when you just need 
to slip out of  the house and 
get some errands done. They 
look especially fabulous 
with slicked back hair.

white, beige and cream: 
Wearing light colors like 
white, beige, cream and light 
gray elevate any simple look 
and help you to stick out 
from the crowd of  dark 
colors, especially in the 
colder months. The best part 
is that it doesn't cost you 
extra to opt for these colors 
instead. These colors have 
always been associated with 
wealth, because they are 
known to be harder to keep 
clean. However, colors like 
beige and light gray don't 
stain as easily. 

You can wear them 
every day since they match 
any outfit. Pair them with 
other gold jewelry, like a 
gold bracelet and rings, or 
you could just wear them on 
t h e i r  ow n .  T h e y  w i l l 
instantly add sophistication 
to your look. They are the 
perfect touch to add when 
you feel like your look is 
missing something. There is 
j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t 
s t r u c t u r a l ,  g i l d e d 
extras—whether a bag or 
jewelry or both that make 
you look like you stepped 
out  of  the pages of  a 
magazine.

Dress in tonal colors 
like all white or all black: 
Not only is it incredibly 
e l o n g a t i n g ,  b u t  a 
monochrome outfit always 
looks intentional and put 
together.  Just make sure 
your whites are bright and 
your blacks match.

Add a belt and tuck in 
fo r  po l i sh :  Adding  a 
sophisticated belt to your 
long blazers, wool / trench 
coats and high waisted 
trousers can change up your 
outfit in a classy way. If  you 
can't decide on all the 
options for a belt, you can 
never go wrong with a 
classic black belt with a 
golden buckle.

Wear light colors like 

ost of  the time, Mwe think we have 
to spend a lot of  

money to buy clothes in 
other to look good and 
bougie (characteristic of  a 
person who indulges in 
some of  the luxuries and 
c o m f o r t s  o f  a  f a n c y 
lifestyle), but no, we can 
also look to good and put 
together with some fashions 
accessories we can find in 
our wardrobe. You don't 
have to be rich to look 
expensive! And, when you 
wear clothes that you love 
and fit  well,  you have 
confidence!

Make sure everything 
is freshly pressed: This 
seems like something your 
mother would say and we 
all know that time in the 
morning is precious. Taking 
the extra five minutes to 
steam or press your look 
will add instant polish to 
even your most worn-in 
wardrobe MVPs.

Add gold accessories: 
Gold hoops are the queen of  
earrings and universally 
f la t ter ing.  They are  a 
t i m e l e s s  a c c e s s o r y, 
especially a medium to 
smal l  s ize.  Gold drop 
e a r r i n g s  a r e  a n o t h e r 
timeless shape and instantly 
add a luxurious, glamorous 
feel to any look.

o the unusual on DValentine's Day.

A r e  y o u  t i r e d  o f  
spending Valentine's Day in 
a restaurant? Well, me too. 
Look out for these ways to 
enjoy Val's day. 

1. Sip and paint 
Sip and Paint is a fun and 

relaxing activity. You also get 
to bond and enjoy a glass of  
wine while tickling your 
creative juices. 

2. Go kayaking 
Have you ever tried 

couple's kayaking? Then, 
Valentine's Day is a great 
time to try it. 

3. Go for a couple's 
massage 

In high-stress cities like 
Lagos, Abuja and Por t 
Harcourt having a relaxing 
day at the spa might be the 
best thing you both have tried 
in a while. 

4 .  S t a y  h o m e  a n d 
rewatch your favourite 
movie or series 

Why add to the number 

of  motorists on the road or 
get stuck in traffic when you 
can stay home and cosy up 
next to each other. 

5. Try a new restaurant 
Have you eaten Chinese 

food before? Try it. You 
might  need  to  make  a 
reservation. 

6. Book a room at an 
expensive hotel 

You can even go the 
extra mile and decorate it 
with petals and candles. 
Enjoying your night at a 
fancy hotel after a great meal 
is another great way to spend 
Valentine's Day. 

7. Make a fancy dinner 
for your partner 

Who cooks less? Then, it 
will be a pleasant surprise to 
see you cooking. Make sure 
you do not burn down the 
kitchen and plan ahead! 

8. Play karaoke 
Karaoke is always a fun 

way to enjoy yourself  if  the 
g o a l  i s  f u n  a n d  n o t 
necessarily romance. 

9. Go Salsa dancing 

Salsa is an intimate and 
fun dance between couples, 
let go of  the shyness and 
dance. 

10. Spend the evening at 
the beach 

The beach hits different 
at night and if  you have not 
experienced it, you should 
try it on Valentine's Day. 

Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
With KayceeWith KayceeWith Kaycee

How to make your basic clothes look expensive

10 exciting activities for lovers on Valentine's Day
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
 l o n g  d i s t a n c e 

Arelationship is a 
relationship where 

the physical contact of  
romantic couples is restricted 
geographically. 

In other words, you don't 
see  your  par tner  of ten 
because you're far from each 
other. 

Now, people always say 
it's difficult to overcome the 
turmoil of  a long distance 
relationship, and they have 
good reasons for saying so. 
However, what they fail to 
understand is that long 
distance relationships can 
foster a deep emotional 
connection between both 
partners. I'll explain. 

Reasons distance builds 
a stronger bond 

For a long distance 
relationship (LDR) to work, 
both sides must maintain 
frequent communication. 
They have to communicate 
with each other on a daily 
basis and it could be through 
video calls, phone calls, text 
messages, etc. 

Now, can you guess what 
happens when you're always 
talking with someone every 
day? Yea, that's right; you 
will form an emotional bond 

e a r  O m aDMy name is John, I 
work and stay in 

Lagos. I am a 28 years old 
guy dating a woman, who is 
six years older than I am. 
We've been together for 
about 10 months. A few 
weeks after meeting and 
going on several dates, when 
it looked like things might 
stick, I guess, she had a talk 
with me. She said that she 
wasn't sure I realized it, but 
that I often interrupted her. 
She said that  I  hadn' t 
seemed to notice when she 
g e n t ly  r e d i r e c t e d  t h e 
conversation back to what 
she'd been saying and had 
never apologized. It was 
apparently almost enough 
for her not to go out with me 
again, but she thought I was 
otherwise nice and cute and 
got the feeling I wasn't doing 
it on purpose, so she thought 
she'd see if  a talk would 
help. I've been trying harder 
and I think it's been going 
well. When I do interrupt, 
she will now fairly bluntly 
point it out now, and I know 
then to apologize and be 
more conscious of  my 
speaking.

Two weeks ago, we had 
another conversation and 
she opened up about feeling 

I n  s u m m a r y,  l o n g -
distance couples = mind 
blowing orgasms. 

Finally, the individuality 
and social life of  long-

his is a question that Tm a n y  c o u p l e s  a r e 
asking themselves as 

they plan their big day. 
A micro wedding is a 

unique style of  wedding that is 
becoming more and more 
popular. It is smaller in scale 
than a traditional wedding, and 
often takes place in an intimate 
setting. 

If  you're interested in 
having a micro wedding, this 
article will tell you everything 
you need to know! We'll discuss 
what Micro weddings are, how 
to plan them, and some of  the 
pros and cons of  this unique 
style. 

Think of  a micro wedding 
as a scaled-down version of  a 
traditional wedding. The focus 
is on simplicity and intimacy, 
rather than extravagance. 
Micro weddings often take 
place in outdoor settings or 
smaller venues, and usually 
involve fewer guests. We're 
talking no more than 40 people! 

So how do we plan them? 
The first thing to consider 

is where. Micro weddings tend 
t o  b e  m o r e  c a s u a l  t h a n 
traditional weddings, so they 
are usually held outdoors or in 
small  venues l ike private 
homes. So, if  you had some 
huge location in mind, then you 
can trash the idea. 

The second thing is how 
many people you want to invite. 
Micro weddings often have 
fewer guests than traditional 
ones because there isn't room 
for everyone on the guest list! 
So if  your budget allows it and 
you want to have a small 

wedding, go for it! 
Third is the guest list itself. 

This goes back to our earlier 
point about limiting the number 
of  guests. Micro weddings are 
intimate affairs and you'll want 
to make sure that everyone 
there feels special. And make 
you feel special. You don't want 
s t rangers  a t tending  your 
wedding just for the wining, do 
you? So think carefully about 
who you want to invite and 
don't be afraid to cut people 
from your list. Remember: 
quality over quantity! 

The pros of  having a 
micro wedding include: 

- They are more affordable 
than traditional weddings. 

- They are intimate and 
special, and you can focus on 
each individual guest. 

- They often take place 
outdoors or in smaller venues, 
which can be more charming. 

The cons of  having a 
micro wedding include: 

-  T h e r e  m ay  n o t  b e 
enough space for all your 
special guests. 

- They can be less formal 
than traditional weddings, so 
you may need to provide more 
direction to your guests. 

- Micro weddings are still 
a relatively new concept, so 
some people may not know 
what they are! 

So we've got the basics 
covered. However, if  you still 
don't feel comfortable handling 
the plans of  the wedding, you 
could get a wedding planner to 
help you out with it. Micro 
weddings are a growing trend, 
and many planners  have 
experience planning them! 

typically running in eight 
weeks or so, but surmised 
that COVID had likely had a 
lot to do with how long it 
had taken. I can't remember 
exactly what I  said in 
response, but I guess I said, 
“Well, this isn't some college 
play, its real theater. Of  
course it's going to take 
longer.” My girlfriend of  
almost a year stood up and 
lef t  the theater.  I  was 
shocked and followed her 
out, but she said she needed 
space. The next time we 
talked, she said that she was 
offended and insulted by 
what I said, and reminded 
me that she was the one with 
actual experience in the 
topic we'd been discussing. 
It was the last straw for her 
and she is reconsidering the 
relationship and says she's 
done being patient.

I am wondering if  what I 
did was really so rude or if  
she's been a bit sensitive. I 
really do like her and I want 
to move forward with her.

Advice: When you 
have this much conflict this 
early in a relationship, it can 
b e  a  s i g n  t h a t  yo u ' r e 
incompatible. I think that's 
the case for you and your 
girlfriend. As far as the 
theater incident, it doesn't 

activities. And so when they 
see each other again, they 
have a truckload of  new 
experiences to share. Sounds 
like fun right? 

I have kept this secret for 
more than 6 years now. He is 
currently being hospitalized 
for some heart issues. My 
sister didn't tell me until I 
called her to inquire about 
something and found out 
she was at the hospital with 
him. When I offered to go to 
the hospital to be with her, 
she made a disgusted noise 
and said, “Like you care.” 
No, I don't care about him. 
He is a disgusting human 
being.

At this point, I am tired 
of  being treated like a 
heartless person because I 
do my best to stay away from 
him. I have been on the 
r e c e i v i n g  e n d  o f  h i s 
outbursts numerous times 
and have been called the C-
word during his tantrums. I 
am all for maintaining 
f a m i ly  h a r m o n y  ( a n d 
hanging in there to support 
my sister), which is why I 
have kept silent, but I'm at 
the point where I want to 
give her all this information 
and let the chips fall where 
they may. Should I?

Advice: Hmm, it  is 
interesting to know that 
your sister is still in an 
“abusive” relationship as 
you called it and I feel sorry 
for her and all she has been 

with that person. So much so 
that when you haven't heard 
their voice in a day, you start 
to miss them. 

This is one advantage of  
LDRs, that deep emotional 
connection. 

Additionally, Seeing 
your partner on a weekly or 
daily basis may lead to a lack 
of  appreciation for their 
presence. You may become 
bored or even tired of  their 
presence. This is less likely to 
happen in a LDR. 

Long-distance couples 
tend to value their partners' 
p r e s e n c e  m o r e.  W h y ? 
Because absence makes the 
heart grow fonder. Rather 
than getting tired or bored of  
each other, long-distance 
lovers anticipate seeing each 
other. 

Also (we can debate 
this), long-distance couples 
have better sex. Hold on, 
before you come for me, just 
hear me out. Being apart 
from each other heightens 
the sexual tension. Every 
f i b r e  o f  your  be ing  i s 
anticipating the arrival of  
your partner. This increases 
the intensity, thrill and 
ultimately the pleasure of  
sex. 

that I sometimes come 
across as arrogant when I 
s p e a k ,  a n d  t h a t  I ' v e 
mansplained things to her 
several times, and been 
frequently a bit oblivious 
that I am going on about a 
topic of  interest to me and 
not picking up on how long 
I've been speaking and that 
others aren't especially 
interested in hearing quite 
so much about, say, the 
computer games I play, or 
the minutiae of  my job. This 
wasn't exactly surprising. I 
know I'm a decently smart 
guy and a talker. I'm also 
p o s s i b ly  a  b i t  o n  t h e 
spectrum, so I do info dump 
and there's not a lot I can do 
about it. I told her I would 
try to be more aware of  
things and that we could talk 
when she felt something 
hadn't gone well.

Recently, we went to see 
a friend of  mine in a play. 
This is a small theater that 
my friend started a few years 
ago and is professional but 
local and on a low budget. I 
mentioned as we sat down 
that the show had been in 
rehearsal  for about 13 
months. She was surprised 
and said that when she was 
in college as a theater major, 
a  t w o - h o u r  p l a y  w a s 

distance lovers are enhanced. 
This is because the distance 
allows both partners to focus 
on their goals, meet new 
people and experience new 

matter whether I say you 
were  r ude  or  she  was 
insensitive. It matters that 
you were being yourself  and 
it sounds like, whether or 
not you're officially on the 
spectrum, you don't have 
plans to make changes to the 
way you interact  with 
people and she didn't like 
what she heard. And this is a 
pattern. Ten months is way 
too early to start asking each 
other to change, accept 
feeling disrespected, or 
make huge compromises. 
You should go your separate 
ways.

e a r  O m a ,DThis is Mercy from 
Owerri. My sister 

has been married to her 
emotionally and verbally 
abusive husband for 15 
years. He had numerous 
affairs which all started 
almost after their marriage 
according to what he told 
me. During this period, he 
used to stop by my place of  
work to complain about my 
sister's lack of  interest in sex 
and describe in detail her 
disinterest. And, worst of  
all, he propositioned me for 
sex by using the fact that I 
was divorced (and probably 
horny) as an excuse.

L o n g  d i s t a n c e 
relationships aren't always 
the end of  the world. With a 
l i t t l e  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d 
commitment, you can make 
it work. 

through over the last 15 
years of  marriage, however, 
I wish you call your sister at 
some point and explain 
certain things to her with 
regards to her sexual life if  
that is one thing that would 
help the husband from 
philandering around.

But the truth is; I don't 
think a man confesses his 
infidelity to his wife's sister 
because he really wants it to 
remain a secret even though 
he did that because he 
wanted to get down with 
you but I think you should 
tell her but that is when he is 
out of  the hospital and his 
health is stable, who knows 
it could be a turning point 
for the man.

Join us here at News 
Echo in our weekend edition 
as we carefully look into 
issues bothering around 
relationships through the 
lens of  our relationship 
experts.

You can share your own 
stories with Oma as we offer 
advice; send in your stories to 
our Whatsapp number on 
+ 2 3 4  8 1 0 2 5 7 9 6 5 6 
(Whatsapp only).
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Micro wedding and how to plan it
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s human beings, we 

Aa l l  e n j o y  t h e 
pleasures of  eating 

whatever we want to eat 
without thinking if  our body 
needs any of  it. We eat 
processed (synthetic) and 
natural foods (biological) that 
might also be harmful to our 
body system.  With this 
reason, it is important to 
always detoxify our body 
system at least every month 
or once in three months. 

W h e n  w e  g e t  a n 
unhealthy buildup of  toxins 
in our body, the body reacts 
by showing signs of  break 
down that might lead to 
physical and mental health 
issues like chronic fatigue, 
headaches, insomnia and 
various diseases. Many of  
these toxins come from things 
you use or consume everyday 
like food, water, beauty and 
personal care products and 
our environment.

Detoxification means 
following a specific diet or 
using special products that rid 
your body of  toxins, thereby 
i m p r o v i n g  h e a l t h  a n d 
promoting weight loss.

Detoxification is a type 
of  a l ter nat ive-medicine 
treatment which aims to rid 
the body of  unspecified 
"toxins" – substances that 
p roponents  c la im have 
accumulated in the body and 
have undesirable short-term 
or long-term effects on an 
individual's health.

Sugar and processed 
foods are said to be the root of  
today's public health crises. 
High consumption of  sugary 
and highly processed foods 
has been linked to obesity and 
other chronic diseases, such 
as heart disease, cancer, and 
diabetes. These diseases 
hinder our body's ability to 
naturally detoxify itself  by 
harming organs that play an 
important role, such as the 
liver and kidneys.

The  l iver,  k idneys, 
co lon ,  lungs,  sk in  and 
l y m p h a t i c  s y s t e m  a r e 
e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l  a n d 
important when it comes to 
cleansing and eliminating 
toxins from the body.

The liver is the natural 
detoxifier of  our body. When 
the toxins present in the liver 
get out of  control, the organ 
cannot function to its full 
capacity. Moreover, the liver 
cannot produce anti-oxidants 
that keep cancer at bay, nor 
can it detoxify fat-soluble 
hormone disruptors as it 
should. Neither can the liver 
breakdown hormones like 
estrogen or insulin efficiently.

The  impor tance  of  
detoxification of  your body is 
that it serves to promote the 
intake of  foods and drinks 
that are either useful in 
flushing out toxins or are the 
building blocks of  the body 
c e l l s .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e, 

suggested to detoxify once in 
three months to get rid of  the 
toxins in our body.

Taking time to cleanse 
the body and nurturing the 
vital organs go a long way in 
the prevention of  health 
conditions and also has 
immediate effects, including 
higher energy, clearer skin, 
better digestion, mental 
clarity, and so much more.

O u r  f o r e  f a t h e r s 
(ancestors) were never seen 
suffering from all kinds of  
diseases seen today, this is 
because they consumed 
healthier foods and never had 
processed foods.

These days we eat both 
junk and processed foods 
which have increased the 
cases of  cancerous diseases 
and diseases which affect the 
important organs in our body.

Detoxification helps in 
the following ways:

Weight loss – toxins can 
be harmful to the cells and 
tissues of  the body. The good 
news is as you eliminate 
toxins; you also shrink the fat 
cells and release weight you 
may have been holding onto. 

Increased energy – the 
organic, plant-based foods 
taken while detoxifying are 
c lean bur ning,  nutr ient 
packed, easily digested and 
naturally energizing.

Joint  pain rel ief  – 
removing gluten, dairy and 
sugar from the diet while 
f looding the body with 
a n t i o x i d a n t s  r e d u c e s 
inflammation that is often 
correlated with swelling and 
pain, especially in the joints.

Improved digestion – 
eating light, clean foods that 
are primarily cooked or 
b l e n d e d  s u p p o r t s  t h e 
digestive process while the 
high fiber intake encourages 
bowel regularity.

Boosted immunity – 
ridding the body of  heavy 
toxins helps strengthen the 
immune system so you are 
bet ter  able  to  f ight  of f  
bacteria and viruses before 
they transpire to colds, flu or 
infection.

Reduced cravings  – 
when you remove processed, 
hyper palatable and addictive 
foods from your diet for even 
a few days, your taste buds 
start to change. As a result, 
sugar and junk food cravings 
are replaced with a desire for 
healthier, more nourishing 
foods.

Clearer skin – the skin is 
a  p r i m a r y  c h a n n e l  o f  
elimination and directly 
r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n t e r n a l 
environment. When your 
system is clean, as seen after a 
detox, your skin will appear 
smoother, more vibrant and 
youthful.

Improved sleep – de-
stress of  a detox helps calm 
the brain and hormonal 
system which promotes 
deeper, more restorative 

sleep.
Sharper mind – toxins 

impair both mental and 
physical function. As you 
r emove  them f rom the 
system, brain fog lifts while 
memory, mental clarity and 
focus improve.

Foods to eat while 
detoxifying:

Drink water
Although water cannot 

be categorically classified as 
food but it is very important 
while detoxifying. Water 
doesn't just quench our thirst. 
Water lubricates our joints, 
improves our energy, reduces 
our hunger sensations and 
yes, is required for optimal 
detoxification, especially via 
our kidneys, skin and bowels. 
A d e q u a t e  hyd r a t i o n  i s 
associated with lower risks of  
many diseases.

Aim to drink at least 
half  your body weight in 
ounces in clear fluids or 
enough that your urine is very 
pale in color.

Fresh fruit
Fresh fruits are high in 

v i t a m i n s ,  m i n e r a l s , 
antioxidants and fiber and are 
also low in calories, making 
them an important part of  a 
detox diet. If  you're after 
brighter eyes and skin, shinier 
hair and improved digestion, 
try boosting your intake of  
fruit and eating from a wide 
variety of  different kinds. 
Fruit is easy to add to your 
diet, so try starting your day 
with a fresh fruit salad or 
smoothie and snacking on 
pieces of  fruit throughout the 
day.

Eat your veggies
Vegetables are full of  the 

nutrients that detox pathways 
t h r i v e  o n — v i t a m i n s , 
minerals, antioxidants, and 
fiber. Vegetables also support 
l ive r  de tox i f i ca t ion  by 
i n c r e a s i n g  g l u t a t h i o n e 
production, an important 
antioxidant for reducing 
oxidative stress. 

Lemon
Lemons are a staple of  

many detox diets, and there is 
a good reason for this. Firstly, 
lemons are packed with 
antioxidant vitamin C, which 
is great for the skin and for 
fighting disease-forming free 
radicals. Furthermore, the 
citrus fruit has an alkaline 
effect on the body, meaning 
that it can help restore the 
b o d y ' s  p H  b a l a n c e , 
benefi t t ing the immune 
system. Try starting your day 
with hot water and a slice of  
lemon to help flush out toxins 
and cleanse your system.

Ginger
Ginger is not only great 

for reducing feelings of  
nausea, but i t  can help 
improve digestion, beat 
bloating and reduce gas. In 
addition to this, ginger is high 
in antioxidants and is good 
for boosting the immune 
s y s t e m .  To  g i v e  y o u r 
digestion a helping hand, try 

sipping on ginger tea or 
adding some freshly grated 
ginger to a fruit or vegetable 
juice.

Garlic
Garlic has long been 

known for its heart benefits; 
however, pungent food is also 
good at detoxifying the body. 
Garlic is not only antiviral, 
antibacterial and antibiotic, 
but it contains a chemical 
called allicin which promotes 
the production of  white 
blood cells and helps fight 
against toxins. 

Beetroot
For those needing a 

quick health-boosting shot of  
nutrients, you can't do much 
better than beetroot. Packed 
with magnesium, iron, and 
vitamin C, the vegetable has 
recently been hailed as a 
superfood due to its many 
reported health benefits. Not 
only is beetroot great for skin, 
hair and cholesterol levels, 
but it can also help support 
liver detoxification, making it 
an ultimate detox food. 

Green tea
It is not technically a 

e p r e s s i o n  i s  a Ds e r i o u s  m e n t a l 
i l lness  tha t  can 

impact any person at any 
time. 

It can cause feelings of  
sadness, hopelessness, and 
worthlessness that can last 
for weeks or even months. 
Unfortunately, many people 
do not recognize the signs 
and symptoms of  depression 
and do not seek help. 

In this article, we will 
discuss seven different types 
of  depression that you may 
be suffering from. If  you are 
feeling down or lost lately, it 
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e e k 
professional help in order to 
get your life back on track! 

1. Major depressive 
disorder: 

M a j o r  d e p r e s s i v e 
disorder, also known as 
clinical depression, is the 
m os t  c ommon type  o f  
depression. It can cause 
f e e l i n g s  o f  s a d n e s s , 
emptiness, and hopelessness 
that can last for weeks or even 
months. 

S y m p t o m s  i n c l u d e 
problems sleeping, eating, 
and concentrating; fatigue; 
feelings of  worthlessness and 
guilt; thoughts of  death or 
s u i c i d e ;  a n d  p h y s i c a l 
symptoms such as headaches 
and body aches. 

M a j o r  d e p r e s s i v e 
disorder can be treated with 
medication, therapy, or a 
combination of  both. 

2. Persistent depressive 
disorder: 

Persistent depressive 
disorder, also known as 
dysthymia, is a type of  
depression that can cause 
feelings of  sadness and 

hopelessness for at least two 
years. 

Symptoms are the same 
f o r  m a j o r  d e p r e s s i v e 
disorder. But what makes this 
kind of  depression stand out 
is that it can be harder to treat 
because people usually don't 
seek help until they've had 
symptoms for months or 
even years. 

Persistent depressive 
disorder is often treated with 
a combination of  medication 
and therapy, but sometimes 
more drastic measures are 
n e e d e d  ( l i k e 
electroconvulsive therapy). 

3. Bipolar disorder: 
Have you heard of  

bipolar people? They are 
people  who exper ience 
extreme mood swings from 
happiness to sadness and 
back again. 

These changes can last 
for days, weeks or even 
months at a time. Bipolar 
disorder is more common in 
women than men, but it 
affects both sexes equally 
well with symptoms ranging 
from mild depression (called 
hypomania) to severe highs 
called mania. 

Bipolar  d i sorder  i s 
treated with medication, 
therapy or a combination of  
both. The best treatment 
depends on each individual 
case and how severe their 
symptoms are at any given 
time. 

4 .  P r e m e n s t r u a l 
dysphoric disorder: 

Characterized by moods 
t h a t  c h a n g e  f r o m  o n e 
e x t r e m e  t o  a n o t h e r , 
cyclothymic disorder is a 
m i l d  f o r m  o f  b i p o l a r 
disorder. 

Women suffering from 
this condition have feelings 
of  depression or anxiety that 
occur before menstruation 
and last for at least two days 
after it begins. 

T h e  s y m p t o m s  a r e 
similar to those seen in major 
depressive disorder with the 
exception being less severe 
and less frequent. 

The best treatment for 
premenstrual dysphoric 
disorder is psychotherapy or 
medication depending on 
each individual case, as well 
as family support. 

5 .  P o s t p a r t u m 
depression: 

A baby's birth can be 
b o t h  e x c i t i n g  a n d 
overwhelming. While most 
women experience some 
mood swings after childbirth, 
some will develop a more 
serious form of  depression 
c a l l e d  p o s t p a r t u m 
depression (PPD). 

It's important to know 
the signs so you can get help 
if  needed. The symptoms 
include anxiety, crying spells, 
and panic attacks. 

They often start within 
one month after delivery, but 
they can also occur within six 
months afterwards. 

The best treatment for 
PPD is medication along 
with psychotherapy and 
support from loved ones who 
understand what it feels like 
to go through this difficult 
time in life. 

Postpartum depression 
should not be taken lightly 
because it can lead to suicidal 
thoughts or actions which 
can harm both the mother 
and her child. 

food; no detox plan would be 
complete without regular 
consumption of  essential 
liquids. Fluids are essential 
for  keeping our  organs 
healthy and helping to flush 
toxins from the body, and 
drinking green tea is a great 
way of  boosting your intake. 
Green tea is not only a good 
weight-loss drink, but it is 
e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  i n 
antioxidants. 

Brown rice
If  you want to cleanse 

your system and boost your 
health, it is a good idea to cut 
down on processed foods. 
Instead, try supplementing 

your diet with healthier 
whole grains such as brown 
rice, which is rich in many 
key detoxifying nutrients 
i n c l u d i n g  B  v i t a m i n s , 
magnesium, manganese and 
phosphorous. Brown rice is 
also high in fibre, which is 
good for cleansing the colon 
and rich in selenium, which 
can help to protect the liver as 
we l l  a s  i m p r ov i n g  t h e 
complexion.

Mostly concentrate on 
foods that are not junk or 
processed during the period 
of  detoxification.

Healthy LivingHealthy LivingHealthy Living
Reasons you should detox your body system

Types of depression you may be dealing with

By Glory Ugochukwu
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Foreign News

Oil ‘ll hit $120 a barrel if Russia 
invades Ukraine, strategist predicts
O

il will “certainly” hit $120 
a barrel and the global 
economy will be “radi-
cally altered” if  Russia 

invades Ukraine, veteran strategist 
David Roche has predicted.

Moscow has denied that it plans 
to invade neighboring Ukraine, but 
has moved around 130,000 soldiers, 
tanks, missiles, and even fresh blood 
supplies to the border. The Kremlin 
is demanding that Ukraine never be 
permitted to become a member of 
the NATO military alliance, and has 
also said it wants the organization 
to roll back its presence in Eastern 
Europe.

Speaking to CNBC’s “Squawk 
Box Europe” on Monday, Roche 
referred to uncertainty over Russia’s 
next steps as “the ghost in the room” 
— one with the potential to massive-
ly disrupt global markets.

“I think if  there was an invasion 
of  Ukraine and there were to be 
sanctions which impeded either 
Russia’s access to foreign exchange 
mechanisms, messaging systems 
and so on, or which prevented them 
from exporting their commodities, 
either oil or gas or coal, I think at 
that point in time you would most 
certainly see oil prices at $120 [a bar-
rel],” he said.

Brent crude oil contracts for April 
delivery were trading slightly low-
er at around $90.50 per barrel on 
Wednesday, but oil prices have seen 
steady gains since the beginning of 
the year, when they were trading be-
low $80 a barrel.

On Sunday, White House na-
tional security advisor Jake Sullivan 
warned that an invasion could come 
“any day now.”

Even discounting the potential im-
pact on oil prices, Roche predicted 
that a Russian invasion of  Ukraine 
would have far reaching econom-
ic consequences. He warned that 
many market participants were un-
derestimating the potential ramifica-
tions of  the Russia-Ukraine crisis.

“My best guess is most inves-
tors are treating Mr. Putin as back-
ground music, which I’m sure Mr. 
Putin would not agree with,” he told 
CNBC.

Roche argued that if  Putin does 
do “something dramatic about 
Ukraine,” the U.S. and its allies were 
likely to impose harsh sanctions on 
Russia, and European equity mar-
kets and the outlook for the global 
economy would be “radically al-
tered.”

U.S. lawmakers have said they are 
devising the “mother of  all sanc-
tions” against Russia as a method 
of  defending Ukraine that would be 
“crippling to [the Russian] econo-
my.” British and German ministers 
have also warned there will be eco-
nomic consequences for Moscow if 
it takes any aggressive action against 
Ukraine.

However, experts have suggested 
Russia is willing to incur “real finan-
cial harm” and all-out war to achieve 
its political objectives in Ukraine.

In a poll of  5,529 people across 
seven EU member states at the end 
of  January, the European Council 
on Foreign Relations found that 
the majority of  people in all sur-
veyed countries believed Russia will 
invade Ukraine. The majority of 
participants also said they believed 
NATO and the EU should come to 
Ukraine’s defense if  Russia invades. 

 A French Rafale �ghter jet is seen at an air base in Indonesia’s Aceh province.

Mali stands firm against
possible economic sanctions
Mali’s ruling military junta has 

appeared unflinching so far 
in the face of  economic sanctions 
imposed a month ago by the coun-
try’s West African neighbours, de-
spite indications the measures are 
beginning to bite.

In response to the junta postpon-
ing promised elections following 
2020’s coup, the Economic Com-
munity of  West African States 
(ECOWAS) imposed a trade em-
bargo and closed borders with 
Mali, in a move backed by France, 
the United States and the European 
Union. 

ECOWAS leaders also halted fi-
nancial aid and froze Mali’s assets 
at the Central Bank of  West Afri-
can States. The measures followed 
a proposal from Mali’s junta to stay 
in power for up to five years before 
staging elections -- despite an ear-
lier commitment to hold a vote on 
February 27. Mali’s military rulers 
have remained firm, and appear to 
enjoy popular support, despite the 
sanctions beginning to have an ef-
fect in one of  the world’s poorest 
countries.

In one of  the first tangible conse-
quences of  the measures, Mali de-
faulted on debt repayments worth 
more than $30 million in late Jan-
uary. Many ordinary Malians also 
told AFP that they have seen price 
rises since the imposition of  sanc-
tions, even though the measures do 
not apply to basic necessities.

“I’m buying fewer onions and 
less oil, even though that’s what we 
cook the most,” said Mame Koita, a 
46-year-old mother of  four, in front 
of  a market stall in the capital Bam-
ako. Swathes of  Mali’s territory lie 
outside of  government control due 
to a brutal jihadist insurgency that 
first emerged in 2012, and has long 
hampered economic growth.

Mariam Diakite, who launched a 
consumer association last year, said 
that the current situation for ordi-
nary Malians is “really pitiful”. 

“The sanctions add to an already 
existing situation,” she told AFP. 

Landlocked Mali imports about 
70 percent of  its food, according to 
the UN, meaning its trade links with 
the neighbouring coastal states of 
Senegal and Ivory Coast are crucial.

Indonesia to buy French warplanes
as Paris boosts Asia alliances

An armored personnel carrier is seen during tactical exercises, conducted by the Ukrainian National 
Guard, in the abandoned city of Pripyat near the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine recently.

I
ndonesia on Thursday ordered 
42 Rafale fighter jets from 
France, as Paris and Jakarta 

seek to strengthen military ties in 
the face of  growing tensions in the 
Asia-Pacific.

The agreement was announced 
as Indonesian Defence Minister 
Prabowo Subianto met his French 
counterpart Florence Parly in Ja-
karta.

“It’s official, Indonesia orders 42 
Rafale,” said Parly on Twitter. 

Subianto confirmed a deal had 
been struck for the purchase of  the 
jets, with a contract signed Thurs-
day relating to the first six.

It is the latest sign of  warming 
ties between Jakarta and Paris, as 
France rethinks its alliances in the 
region following the collapse in 
September of  a multibillion-dollar 
Australian submarine deal.

Paris was left furious by the de-
bacle, saying it had been given no 
warning that Canberra was negoti-
ating a new defence pact with the 
United States and Britain.

Australia is now obtaining nucle-
ar-powered submarines as part of 
the new defence alliance, named 
AUKUS, which brings together 
Canberra, Washington and Lon-
don to counter a rising China.

In November, France and In-
donesia strengthened a strategic 
partnership agreement during a 
two-day visit by French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian to the 
vast Southeast Asian archipelago.

Indonesia’s first order for French 
warplanes comes as Jakarta replac-
es an ageing fleet -- consisting main-
ly of  American F-16s and Russian 
Sukhois -- as concerns grow about 
rising US-China tensions in Asia.

- ‘Technical excellence’ -
In Jakarta, Parly told reporters 

that Indonesia had chosen a war-
plane known for its “technical ex-
cellence”, which had demonstrated 
its “operational capabilities on nu-
merous occasions”.

Eric Trappier, CEO of  manu-
facturer Dassault Aviation, said 
the contract “marks the start of  a 
long-term partnership that will see 
Dassault Aviation rapidly step up 
its presence in the country.

“It also demonstrates the strong 
bond between Indonesia and 
France and reinforces the position 
of  the world’s largest archipelago 
as a key power on the international 
stage.”

Indonesia is reportedly in nego-
tiations to buy about 30 American 
F-15s, and is participating in a 
South Korean programme to de-
velop a warplane.

Since the Australian submarine 

deal collapsed, France has been 
bolstering ties with long-time part-
ners including Japan and India, as 
well as turning to Southeast Asian 
nations such as Indonesia.

Indonesia is one of  several Asian 
countries that expressed concerns 
about the AUKUS pact, with For-
eign Minister Retno Marsudi warn-
ing it could trigger a nuclear arms 
race in the region. 

The Dassault Aviation Rafale 
aircraft, which entered service in 
2004, has proved popular in the 
international market despite com-
petition from American and other 
European manufacturers. 

The United Arab Emirates 
signed the biggest ever order for 
the jets in December, with a deal to 
buy 80 for 14 billion euros. 

Other foreign clients include Qa-
tar, India, Egypt, Greece and Cro-
atia. 

Friday 11 - Saturday 12 February, 2022



Why Tinubu may lose Lagos in 2023

Page 18Friday 11 - Saturday 12 February, 2022

siwaju Bola Ahmed 

ATinubu has declared 
h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o 

achieve his "lifelong ambition" 
of  becoming the president of  
the  Federa l  Re publ ic  o f  
Nigeria. His tenure as Lagos 
State governor ended in 2007, 
about 15 years ago. He was the 
o n l y  g o ve r n o r  w h o  g o t 
reelected on the platform of  the 
d e f u n c t  A l l i a n c e  f o r 
Democracy (AD) Party. Why 
he didn't deem it fit to contest 
the 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019 
Presidential election to achieve 
"his lifelong ambition" remains 
inexplicable.

He was the de facto leader 
of  the defunct AD which 
metamorphosed to Action 
Congress of  Nigeria (ACN) as 
the only surviving governor on 
the platform of  the Party. And 
that could have made it pretty 
seamless for him to have 
emerged as the presidential 
candidate of  the party at the 
time.

As a renowned political 
strategist as claimed by many 
of  his admirers, he could have 
equally challenged a so-called 
weaker candidate of  the then  
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) who was President 
Goodluck Jonathan in the 2011 
general election. Does it mean 
that this purported "lifelong 
ambition" was not there when 
opportunities for presidential 
elections arose in the past after 
his gubernatorial sojourn?

President Muhammadu 
Buhari could be said to have 
harbored a lifelong ambition 
for the presidency.  That was 
why he contested for the 
position in 2003, 2007, 2011 
and finally succeeded in 2015. 
Tinubu has been harbouring a 
"lifelong ambition" yet was 
shying away from expressing it 
until now.  My hunch tells me 
that Tinubu doesn't have any 
"lifelong ambition" for the 
presidency of  Nigeria. If  he 
truly has, he would have made 
efforts to realize it in the past 
elections when he was younger 
and healthier. I wager to posit 
that Tinubu's main interest is 
his suzerainty in Lagos State 
which may slip off  his hands in 
2023 if  care is not taken.

Tinubu was declared as the 
w i n n e r  o f  t h e  2 0 0 3 
governorship election against 
late Funsho Williams by a slim 
margin in the ratio of  about 9:7 
in hundreds of  thousands of  
votes  as  declared by the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC). That was the closest 
chance PDP ever had in taking 

over Lagos State. Stories had it 
that Funsho Williams actually 
won the election with over a 
million votes, but then Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar did 
some political magic to save his 
friend by ensuring that Tinubu 
retained his seat.

There were speculations 
that Tinubu never wanted 
former Governor Babatunde 
Raji Fashola to get a second 
term in 2011. By the end of  
Fashola ' s  f i r s t  te rm,  h i s 
relationship with his godfather 
(Tinubu) had soured. Tinubu 
was poised to deny him a 
second term.

H o w e v e r,  h i s  m a j o r 
impediments were PDP at the 
federal level and Fashola was 
popular and endeared himself  
to Lagosians. PDP at the 
federal level was ready to hand 
over the party's ticket to 
Fashola if  Tinubu had denied 
him the ACN ticket. President 
Jonathan and the PDP were 
watching the Lagos political 
scenario with keen interest. 
Tinubu was handicapped. His 
hands were tired. As a clever 
pol i t i c ian  that  he  i s,  he 
demurred. Recoiled to his shell 

and allowed Fashola a second 
term.

Tinubu was able to deal 
with immediate past Governor 
Ambode just because APC was 
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government in 2019. Those 
who say that Ambode is a 
coward are missing the point. 
He is not. If  Ambode had 
defected to PDP, he would have 
still lost the election because 
President Buhari needed Lagos 
State for his (Buhari) own 
reelection. He needed Tinubu's 
support and wouldn't want 
Ambode ' s  second tenure 
ambition to torpedo his own 
reelection.

Tinubu's purported control 
of  the Southwest is a fallacious 
myth. He can only do that 
when his party is in control of  
the federal government. Both 
Governors Olusegun Mimiko 
and Ayo Fayose dared him, 
defied his challenge and got 
their second terms without his 
support. When Tinubu tried to 
overreach his influence, in the 
last Edo State governorship 
election, Edo people called his 
bluff  by telling him that "Edo 
no be Lagos".

A s  t h e  2 0 2 3  ge n e r a l 
election approaches, Tinubu 
may lose his stranglehold of  
Lagos if  he doesn't play his 
politics well.  I want to reveal to 
Tinubu, through this piece, that 
he will not be the presidential 
candidate of  the APC for the 
2023 general election. The 
presidential standard bearer of  
the party would be chosen 
through the consensus option. 
The dejure National Leader of  
the Party President Buhari 
would assert his authority by 
choosing who will succeed him 
in office. When Tinubu finally 
loses the presidential ticket of  
the APC, he must remain with 
the par ty and vigorously 
campaign for its presidential 
candidate. If  he decamps to 
any other political party in 
order to realize his "lifelong 
ambition", the incumbent 
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
may likely defect with him to 
the new party in order to get his 
support for his own reelection. 
New leadership will emerge for 
the Lagos APC. Fashola, 
Ambode, Muiz Banire and this 
group which goes by the name 
Lagos4Lagos, will definitely 

take over the leadership of  
Lagos APC.

Since Sanwo-Olu may go 
with Tinubu to the new party, a 
brand new gover norship 
candidate will emerge for the 
APC in Lagos. Don't forget 
that PDP is lurking at the 
corners. Tinubu will then face a 
stronger challenge to his 
stranglehold of  Lagos by the 
APC –led federal government 
and the PDP.

President Buhari as an 
outgoing president will ensure 
that APC retains Lagos State 
under a new leadership. Or 
even allow the PDP candidate 
to win in order to spite Tinubu. 
It bears repeating, that was the 
treatment given to Tinubu in 
the last election in Edo State. If  
Lagos State slips off  the control 
of  Tinubu, his humongous 
wealth and unquantifiable 
i n v e s t m e n t s  m a y  b e 
jeopardized. Tinubu is stuck 
w i t h  A P C  w h e t h e r  h e 
eventually emerges as the 
presidential candidate or not. 
He has a lot to lose if  the 
opposition takes over the 
governance of  Lagos State.

Politics

By Ifeanyi Maduako

TinubuTinubuTinubu
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t's been a whirlwind few Idays for Sadio Mane 
after helping to secure 

Senegal's first Africa Cup of  
Nations title, with a trophy 
parade and now the Order of  
the Lion from the president.

And he celebrated in the 
way he knows how in style.

S i n c e  s c o r i n g  t h e 
winning penalty  in the 
shootout against Mohamed 
Salah's Egypt, Liverpool's 
No. 10 has been soaking up 
everything the triumph has 
had to offer.

The 29-year-old has not 
s h i e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e 
significance of  the success, 
calling it the “best trophy of  

anchester  City Mm a n a g e r  P e p 
G u a r d i o l a 

brushed off  suggestions that 
his team are the best in the 
world, even as the reigning 
English champions stretched 
their lead at the top of  the 
Premier League to 12 points 
after Wednesday's 2-0 win 
over Brentford.

R i ya d  M a h r e z  a n d 
Kevin De Bruyne scored a 
goal each as City extended 

iverpool manager, LJurgen Klopp hopes 
both the club and 

Mohamed Salah can benefit 
f r o m  t h e  E g y p t 
international's Africa Cup of  
Nations heartbreak.

However, the Reds boss 
does not believe it is possible 
for the 29-year-old, who has 
scored 148 goals in 229 
appearances for the club 
with whom he has won the 
Champions League and 
Premier League, to have a 
greater determination to 
succeed.

Salah's side lost to club-
mate Sadio Mane's Senegal 
on penalties in Sunday's 
f inal ,  with the current 
Premier League top-scorer 

not even getting the chance 
to take a spot-kick.

“Yes, he is happy to be 
back but he is disappointed 
as well, massively so,” said 
Klopp.

“Los ing  a  f ina l  i s 
always really hard – I can 
sing that song – but losing 
the way they lost it was 
especially hard and that is 
what he felt as well.

“We spoke obviously 
and we will see. He will deal 
with that, of  course, and I 
hope he will already be 
better, but everyone could 
see he still had the final in his 
mind.'

K l o p p  w a s  a s k e d 
whether the positive to come 
o u t  o f  S a l a h ' s 

disappointment may be a 
r e n e w e d  f o c u s  o n 
L i v e r p o o l ' s  c u r r e n t 
challenge on four fronts.

“ G r e a t e r 
determination than Mo 

already had? I am not sure 
that is human,” he said.

“Yes, that all helps in 
the long-term, but I don't 
think there is a lot of  space 
for more determination in 
Mo's mind.

“He is very determined. 
Using these kind of  things is 
the job of  all of  us.

“When you lose a final, 
which we are obviously the 
best example for, it is really, 
really hard, but if  you use it 
for the next big game or next 
big tournament then it can at 
least still be helpful, even if  it 
was really hard.

“He will benefit from it, 
we will benefit from it, but 
which kind exactly I don't 
know.”

their unbeaten run to 14 
league games, pulling further 
c lear  o f  second-p laced 
Liverpool, who have two 
games in hand.

“We are not the best 
team in the world. The best 
team is Chelsea, who won the 
(European)  Champions 
League, or River Plate, who 
won in South America,” 
Guardiola told reporters. “I 
don't know.

“The important thing is 

o r m e r  To t t e n h a m FH o t s p u r  s t r i k e r , 
Darren Bent, has told 

Manchester United to appoint 
Derby County head coach, 
Wayne Rooney, as their next 
permanent manager.

Bent believes Rooney is 
the right man to replace Ralf  
Rangnick, who is currently 
the interim manager of  Man 
United.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
Rooney,  a  Man  Uni t ed 
legend, has done an incredible 
job at Derby County and 
should be considered for the 
Red Devils managerial job.

“If  they are looking 
around and Wayne keeps 
Derby up and feel he's the 
r i g h t  m a n  f o r  t h e  j o b 
[Manchester United], he 
understands the club, one of  

the best players in their 
history, their highest ever 
g o a l s c o r e r,”  B e n t  t o l d 
talkSPORT.

“All young coaches have 
to start somewhere. Some get 
the luxury of  starting at the 
very top, some have to work 
their way up the pyramid.

helsea have made an 

Cimproved contract 
offer to Toni Rudiger.

Goal says a proposal 
closer to that £200,00-per-
week demand has been 
submitted to the 28-year-old 
and his representatives, with 
the club desperate not to lose 
too many defenders on free 
transfers this summer.

C l u b  c a p t a i n  C e s a r 
Azpilicueta and Rudiger's 
fellow Blues centre-back 
Andreas Christensen are also 
out of  contract in June, with 
t h e  d u o  r e p o r t e d l y 

interesting Barcelona.
Meanwhile, Real Madrid 

and Paris Saint-Germain are 
among the foreign clubs to 
have offered Rudiger pre-
contracts  ahead of  the 
summer transfer window, 
and Manchester United are 
understood to be watching 
developments closely too.

Rudiger knows he can 
earn as much as £400,000-
per-week – inclusive of  
signing on fees and bonuses – 
if  he leaves Chelsea on a 
Bosman transfer.

“If  they come to Wayne 
Rooney and think he's the 
right man for the job, and he 
feels ready to take it, then I 
don't see a problem with that.”

Rooney is Manchester 
United's all-time top scorer 
with 253 goals.

we won the game and in three 
days we go to Norwich (City) 
and have to win again.

“This type of  thing about 
who is the best, I don't care. 
Just be happy and try to play 
better every day. And at the 
end, we will see.”

Guardiola has led City to 
three league titles since 
taking over in 2016, though 
they are yet to win the 
Champions League, coming 
closest after reaching the final 
last season.

“ We  a r e  i n  a  g o o d 
p o s i t i o n ,  6 0 
p o i n t s  a t  t h e 
m o m e n t , ” 
Guardiola added.

“We have to 
qualify for the 
C h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e  ( n e x t 
season) because 
that is the most 
important target 
and then arrive in 
the last few games 
fighting for the 
title. This is what I 
want to do.”

my life” – one he paraded 
around Dakar in crazy scenes 
as thousands clamoured for a 
sight of  their heroes.

And the celebrations 
took Mane and his team to 
Senegal President Macky 
Sall, who appointed the 
AFCON winners with the 
country's prestigious Order 
of  the Lion, the highest order.

In a ceremony with the 
president, each player was 
called up to receive the 
honour and Mane received 
mass adulation on his turn.

And instead of  shaking 
the president's hand, perhaps 
an oversight in the moment, 
he turned to the crowd to do 

h i s  s w e e p i n g  h a n d s 
celebration that he and 
Roberto Firmino have done a 
time or two for the Reds.

Mane's pure joy makes it 
impossible not to smile.

“We dreamed of  the cup, 
you built this dream and you 
made it come true. Finally, 
the Africa Cup of  Nations is 
here with us,” President Sall 
said.

“You have  made us 
proud by making the name of  
Senegal resound all around 
t h e  w o r l d .  Yo u  h a v e 
honoured the nation, and in 
return, the nation you are so 
proud of  owes you honours.”

AFCON Recognition: Mane awarded highest order of Senegal

Man City not the best team in the
world – Guardiola

EPL: Bent favors Wayne Rooney as
Man United's permanent manager

Klopp insists Salah will benefit from Africa
Cup of Nations heartbreak 

Chelsea make improved
contract offer to Rudiger

Manchester City playersManchester City playersManchester City players

RooneyRooneyRooney

SalahSalahSalah

Senegalese players with  President Macky SallSenegalese players with  President Macky SallSenegalese players with  President Macky Sall
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The NFF s ta ted  in 

December that they had met 
virtually to deliberate, among 
other issues, the appointment 
of  Peseiro as the new head 
coach of  the Eagles following 
the termination of  Gernot 
Rohr's contract and added 

read in part. 
“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 

Committee resolved that Mr. 
Augustine Eguavoen, named 
the interim Head Coach, will 
lead the Super Eagles to 
AFCON 2021 in Cameroon 
with Mr. Peseiro only playing 
the role of  Observer.

“It was unanimously 
agreed that the AFCON is a 
good avenue for Mr. Peseiro 
t o  l a u n c h  a  w o r k i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M r. 
Eguavoen, who will revert to 
his role as Technical Director 
( h e n c e  M r  P e s e i r o ' s 
immediate boss) after the 
AFCON.” 

H oweve r,  t h e  N F F 
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  w e e k 
announced that Eguavoen 
would remain in charge of  
the Eagles and would be 

that the former Saudi Arabia 
coach would take over the 
team after the AFCON. 

“ A f t e r  c a r e f u l 
consideration of  a memo 
presented by Chairman of  
t h e  T e c h n i c a l  a n d 
D e v e l o p m e n t  S u b -

assisted by former U-20 
coach, Emmanuel Amuneke, 
Salisu Yusuf  and Joseph 
Yobo.

In what could be a 
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  N F F ' s 
announcement,  Peseiro 
stated on Twitter that he 
didn't confirm to the NFF 
that he would take over the 
Eagles' job. 

“After several weeks of  
negotiations, during which 
there was news from the 
N i g e r i a n  F o o t b a l l 
Federation, that I would be 
the coach of  their team, from 
the end of  AFCON 2021, a 
fact that I never confirmed, 
and these did not materialize 
d u e  t o  d i s a g r e e m e n t 
regarding contrarian clauses 
and financial matters,” the 
61-year-old wrote on Twitter. 

ortuguese coach, Jose PPeseiro has stated he 
never confirmed to the 

Nigeria Football Federation 
that he was going to accept 
the Super Eagles job after the 
just-concluded Africa Cup of  
Nations. 

i ge r ia ' s   Super 

NEagles have moved 
up four places in 

the latest FIFA/Coca-cola 
monthly rankings released 
on Thursday morning.

The Super Eagles were 
r a n k e d  3 6 t h  i n  t h e 
December rankings, but 
have now moved up to 32nd 
in the world despite their 
round of  16 exit at the just-
concluded AFCON 2021.

The latest movement 
also means Nigeria are now 
the third-best team in Africa 
behind Morocco and the 
newly-crowned African 
champions, Senegal.

After winning their first 
CAF Africa Cup of  Nations 
title last weekend, Senegal 
continued their ascent into 
the upper echelons of  world 
football. In fact, the Lions of  
Teranga have climbed to 
18th in this February's 
edition of  the FIFA/Coca-
Cola World Ranking, their 
h ighes t  ever  pos i t ion . 
Unsurprisingly, the Cup of  
Nations generated most the 
movement seen in the year's 
first edition of  the Ranking.

That said, there was 
action beyond the borders of  
the Mother Continent, most 
notably in the shape of  
qualifying for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022™, 
w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  eve n 
affecting the Top 5 places. 
Argentina (4th, + 1) used the 
international window to 
take fourth place from 
England (5th, – 1), following 
impressive results in the 
South American qualifiers. 

Belgium (1, unchanged) 
remain in pole position 
a h e a d  o f  B r a z i l  ( 2 , 
unchanged) and France (3, 
unchanged).

Aside from Senegal, the 
highest ranked African 
nation in the standings, 
Cameroon (38, + 12), who 
finished third at the African 
Cup, and runners-up Egypt 
(34, + 11) have made the 
most significant moves 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited's players 
a r e  h o p i n g 

Mauricio Pochettino arrives 
as new manager.

According to reports in 
the UK, the majority of  the 
United squad would prefer 
Po c h e t t i n o ,  w h o  h a s 
expressed a willingness to 
quit Paris Saint-Germain 
and re tur n to  Engl i sh 
football at Old Trafford.

He led Tottenham to 
t h e  2 0 1 9  C h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e  f i n a l  a f t e r  a 

memorable win over Ten 
Hag's Ajax in the last four.

United put out feelers 
to see if  Pochettino would 
be available after sacking 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer in 
November, but were told 
that PSG's Qatari owners 
were unwilling to release 
him from his contract in 
mid-season.

The c lub  ins ta l led 
M i c h a e l  C a r r i c k  a s 
caretaker manager for three 
games, then Rangnick as 
interim for the rest of  the 

season, to allow more time 
t o  m a k e  t h e  r i g h t 

appointment come the 
summer.

Pochettino's future at 

Parc des Princes is uncertain 

even though his team are on 

course to reclaim the French 

title from Lille.

The 49-year -old  i s 

under pressure to deliver 

success in the Champions 

League after  losing to 

Manchester City in last 

season's semi-final and he 

faces Real Madrid in the last 

16, with the first leg in Paris 

on Tuesday.

within the TOP 50. Other 
n o t a b l e  m o v e r s  w e r e 
Canada (33, + 7) and Costa 
Rica (42, + 7), on the back of  
stellar performances during 
their Qatar 2022 qualifiers in 
the CONCACAF zone.

However, the biggest 
jump of  all this month was 
by Gambia (125, + 25), the 
Scorpions ascending 25 
places courtesy of  their run 
to the quarter-finals at the 

African Cup. Equatorial 
Guinea, who also reached 
t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  a t  t h e 
tournament, climb 15 places 
and are now in the Top 100. 
Other notable rises were 
those of  Malawi (119, + 10) 
and Gabon (82, + 7). For 
their part, Mali (48, + 5) 
made more modest gains 
but nonetheless broke in to 
the Top 50.

With eight of  its teams 
now in the Top 50 (up 1 this 
e d i t i o n ) ,  C A F  h a s 
consolidated its third place 
in terms of  confederation 
ranking, to the detriment of  
the AFC (4 teams in the Top 
50, a fall of  1). The other 
confederations have the 
s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  
representatives as in the 
December 2021 Ranking: 26 
f o r  U E F A ,  8  f o r 
C O N M E B O L ,  4  f o r 
CONCACAF and none for 
OFC.

Committee, the Executive 
Commit tee  endorsed  a 
proposal for the appointment 
of  Mr Jose Peseiro as the new 
Head Coach of  the Super 
Eagles, following the end to 
the relationship with Mr 
Gernot Rohr,” the statement 
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