
@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

ISSN: 2736-0512  WEDNESDAY 9 – THURSDAY 10, FEBRUARY, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 15

The fresh news people

Pg. 3Pg. 2

Pg. 14

Pg. 10

Pg. 3

Pg. 18
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News

Anambra FRSC records 23 deaths, 33
accidents, 72 injured persons 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC), 
Anambra State Com-

mand has said that it has 
recorded 23 deaths from 33 
road traffic crashes in the 
state between Dec. 17, 2021 
to Jan. 15, 2022 and is also 
set for the New year to tack-
le road traffic crashes.

The Sector Commander, 
CC Adeoye Irelewuyi, told 
newsmen in Awka, that 72 
persons sustained varying 
degrees of  injury from the 
road crashes recorded.

Corps Commander Ire-
lewuyi said that within the 
period under review, 473 
persons were arrested for 
various offenses, and all of  
them were booked while 
some prosecuted.

He attributed the crash-
es to speed limit violation. 
“On Dec. 17, 2021, we 
commenced ‘Operation 
Zero Crash Special Patrol’, 
which ended on Jan. 15. 
This is part of  strategies 
targeted at minimising road 
traffic crashes during the 
yuletide.

“The number of  death 
increased compared to pre-
vious years. While we re-
corded 23 deaths within the 
period,  seven deaths were 
recorded in 2020, “ he said.

Commander Irelewuyi 
further noted that  “We 
were able to achieve free 
flow of  traffic because there 
was collaboration with vari-
ous security agencies as well 
as the governments of  An-
ambra and Delta states.

“The Niger bridge traf-
fic was flowing because we 
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Effective communication helps in 
national development - IMSU VC
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Vice Chancellor 
of  Imo State Uni-
versity (IMSU), Ow-

erri, Prof. Peter Akah, has 
pointed out that effective 
communication is very 
important hence plays key 
role in national develop-
ment, peace and comfort, 
saying any society who 
embraces accurate infor-
mation progresses roundly.

The Vice Chancellor stat-
ed this while having audi-
ence with executive mem-
bers of  the Association of  
Communication Scholars 
and Professionals of  Ni-
geria (ACSPN), Imo State 
chapter, who paid him a 
courtesy visit  at his office, 
last week.

Reflecting that cutting off  
effective communication 
kills faster than any corro-
sive acid, Prof. Ukah urged 
government to strengthen 
the media by voting huge 
finance to secondary and 
tertiary institutions of  
learning to encourage the 
study of  communication 

or information studies.
He used the opportunity 

to eulogize the National 
President of  the associa-
tion, Prof. Umaru Pate, 
who he  praised did well 
by bringing the association 
to Imo State, assuring the 
group of  the university’s 
partnership to ensure more 
success.

In her speech earlier, 
the Imo State Chairman 
of  ACSPN, Adeline Nk-
wam-Uwaoma, informed 
the Vice Chancellor of  the 
group’s intention to hold 
maiden edition of  the Imo 
State ACSPN Empower-
ment Series, whose theme 
is going to be “Media: 
Insecurity, Academics, 
Economic and General 
Well-being of  Nigeria”, 
mentioning he event will 
take place in March 22nd, 
2022, at Imo State Uni-
versity Auditorium, with 
scholars and professionals 
in the field of  communi-
cation across the country 
gracing it.

In her words, the asso-
ciation’s Public Relations 

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Chairman of  the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Abia 

State, Hon. Alwell Asiforo 
Okere has declared that the 
party would provide a level 
playing ground for all inter-
ested aspirants in the party, 
come 2023.

Okere stated this in 
Umuahia while speaking 
to newsmen after a State 
Executive  Council meeting 
of  the party, assuring that 
his party would maintain 
internal democracy, peace 
and unity to the benefit of  
all members of  the umbrel-
la party.

He explained that it was 
the internal democracy 
mechanism put in place by 
the PDP that resulted in 
the party’s sweeping vic-
tory during the local gov-
ernment elections, adding 

that it was also the focus 
and united efforts of  all 
members that led to the 
PDP’s victory during the 
Aba North/Aba South fed-
eral House of  Representa-
tives bye-election in 2021, 
describing the victories as 
‘landslide’.

Okere, who expressed 
his satisfaction at reign of  
peace in Abia  State under 
the leadership of  Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu, vowed 
that all elective positions in 
Abia State would be won 
by the PDP in 2023 and 
beyond, attributing his op-
timism to the achievements 
of  the party on ground so 
far.

He informed that no 
anointed aspirant or candi-
date had been picked in the 
party for any elective post 
neither had any position 
been zoned to any senato-
rial zone.

“The party has no anoint-
ed candidate for any seat 
but will give equal opportu-
nity to all aspirants to test 
their popularity through 
the ballot papers in a level 
playing ground in all future 
elections in the State”, said 
the Abia PDP Chairman.

He canvassed more sup-
port from Abia residents 
for the PDP, as according 
to him,   his party remained 
the best choice for the peo-
ple.

kept the bridge open. We 
had four tow trucks, two on 
both sides, which assisted in 
removing every obstruction 
as quickly as possible.

“The command also re-
solved that it’s Focus for the 

JONAPWD demands justice for  
murdered member
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Joint National 
Association of  Per-
sons with Disabili-

ties (JONAPWD) Anam-
bra State chapter has over 
the weekend, stormed Ek-
wulobia the country home 
of  late Mr. Mmaduabuchi 
Nnofu, the blind man that 
was gruesomely murdered 
by his younger brother over 
a land issue barely a week 
ago.

Addressing the bittered 
and battered the members  
who gathered at Aguata 
Local Government Se-
cratariat for an organized 
protest over the  unfor -
tunate death of  Abuchi 
Nnofu, the Chairman of  
JONAPWD Anambra 
State chapter, Comrade 
Ugochukwu Ernest Okeke 
consoled his members and 
state that the main purpose 
of  the protest was to visit 
the  Nnofu family and get 

a first-hand information 
surrounding Abuchi’s sud-
den demise and pay a visit 
to the traditional ruler of  
Ekwulobia and know his 
stand over the ugly incident 
and charged his members 
to comport themselves in 
an orderly manner irrespec-
tive of  their grievances.

Arriving the Nnofu com-
pound in  the company of  
newsmen, JONAPWD 
members met Abuchi’s 
aged mother who on seeing 
Abuchi’s colleagues wailed 
bitterly and pointed that it 
was Abuchi’s kindness and 
quest for unity in the family 
that took his life.

‘’My son Mmaduabuchi 
has endured alot from this 
youngest brother that killed 
Abuchi.

“Severally he has con-
tinued to insult, abuse and 
threaten Abuchi’s life be-
cause of  this very piece of  
land. 

“I have taken this matter 

to the town’s vigilante sev-
erally and even to Ekwu-
lobia police station but the 
security people seem to be 
reluctant about the threats, 
now look at what it has re-
sulted to.” 

She also pointed accus-

ing fingers on  her late hus-
band’s brother,  one Mr. 
Emmanuel Nnofu and his 
first son, whom she said 
has been planning with 
her son to sell the piece of  
land. She also pleaded to 
the government of  Anam-

bra State to help intervene 
in the speedy release of  her 
son’s corpse so that he can 
be given a befitting  burial. 

Showing JONAPWD 
members round the scene 
of  murder, Mr. Aman-
di Nnofu who is a pater-

nal  cousin to Abuchi said 
the accused murdered his 
brother because Abuchi 
and his other two brothers 
kicked against the accused 
decision to sell his only 
landed inheritance given to 
him by their late father.

year 2022 is on speed reduc-
tion and reduction in fatali-
ties on crashes” this which 
will be achieved through 
enforcement and aggressive 
public enlightenment via 
different means in the state.

Enugu Govt commences 
reconstruction of Agbani 
Road
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Enugu State 
Ministry of  Works 
and Infrastructure 
has announced 

the commencement of  full 
reconstruction of  Agbani 
Road, in Enugu South Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 

state.
A statement by the Com-

missioner for Works and 
Infrastructure, Engr. Greg 
Nnaji, advised all motorists 
and other road users to “ex-
ercise reasonable caution, 
and look out for diversion-
ary and cautionary road 
signs already put in place at 
strategic locations along the 
road by the Ministry to ease 
movement of  traffic”. 

The Ministry solicited 
the cooperation and under-
standing of  ‘Ndi Enugu’ 
and assured the public that 
“all necessary measures 
have been put in place to 
ensure reasonable, unhin-
dered movement throughout 
the period of  reconstruction 
works on the road”.

The statement reads, “this 
is to inform the general public 
that Enugu State Ministry of 
Works and Infrastructure has 
commenced the full recon-
struction of  Agbani Road, 
Enugu, in line with the Urban 
Renewal Drive and Upgrade 
of  Critical Infrastructure Pro-
gramme of  Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi’s administration.

“In view of  the above, all 
motorists and other road 
users are hereby advised to 
exercise reasonable caution, 
and look out for diversionary 
and cautionary road signs al-
ready put in place at strategic 
locations along the road by 
the Ministry to ease move-
ment of  traffic. 

“While soliciting the co-
operation and understand-
ing of  NDI-ENUGU, the 
Ministry assured the public 
that all necessary measures 
have been put in place to 
ensure reasonable, unhin-
dered movement throughout 
the period of  reconstruction 
works on the road.”

Officer, Mrs. Peggy Okod-
ogbe, related that ACSPN 
is an association which 
unites communication 
scholars and professionals 
with the objective of  “de-
veloping programs of  high- 
quality scholarly research, 
publication and knowledge 
exchange within ACSPN 
and other organisations 
with similar aims global-
ly”, hinting the group is 
committed to advance the 
study and practice of  com-
munication by promoting, 
facilitating excellence in 
academic research and pro-
fessional practice.

Thanking the Vice Chan-
cellor for the opportunity 
and partnership, an exec-
utive member of  ACSPN, 
Peter Dibia, stressed that 
the basic target of  the group 
is to support the process of  
shaping communication, 
training and practice, say-
ing it also compliments 
works of  other bodies to 
strengthen and sustain ac-
curate, effective communi-
cation in Imo State.
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Corruption, unemployment cause of
insecurity - Methodist Prelate
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Prelate of  Meth-
odist Church Nige-
ria, His Eminence, 

Dr. Samuel Uche, said 
that greed, corruption and 
wickedness by the ruling 
class are the major cause 
of  insurgency and insecu-
rity in the country, regret-
ting that those factors give 
room for oligarchy and dic-
tatorship.

He said craze for polit-
ical power by politicians 
with the ulterior motive to 
syphon or possibly drain 
the economy of  govern-
ment and thereby creating 
hardship,  unemployment, 
poverty, underdevelopment 
is the cause of  problems 
of  the state, calling for 
good governance, includ-
ing quality infrastructure 
in order to defeat poverty, 
vulnerability, underdevel-
opment and insecurity.

In an interview with me-
dia professionals on the of-
ficial inaugural meeting of  
Imo State Elders Council, 
held at the Concorde Ho-
tel, Owerri, last week, the 
Prelate frowned that failure 
of  federal government to 
fix youths on meaningful 
activities is the cause of  
insecurity bedeviling the 
country.

“Failure of  federal gov-
ernment to fix the youth 
productively is what 
metamorphosed into in-
surgency: boko haram, 
ISWAP, Fulani herdsmen, 
unknown bandits. When 
youths are adequately em-
ployed and everybody is 

economically comfortable, 
there will be few criminals.

But the thing has gone 
round because people do 
not have food on the table 
and that has caused a lot of  
trouble”.

On incessant ritual kill-
ing, the Methodist Prelate 
stated that the way for-
ward is for parents to train 
their children in the way 
of  God, so that when they 
grow old the would live 
uprightly, pointing out that 
such anomaly is rampant 
today due largely to craze 
for wealth and fame. “Par-
ents have failed in the up-
bringing of  their children. 
Everybody has failed. Can 
you imagine, children of  
12, 13 and 15 years, kill-
ing their girlfriend for ritu-
al and dismembered her, 
which means the love is 
fake”.

The Prelate was bitter 
about the social, econom-
ic and political marginali-
zation of  Igbo by federal 
government, a neglect he 
argued gives rise to IPOB 
agitation on the restoration 
of  Biafra to independence 
and legitimacy, urging fed-
eral government to quickly 
and unconditionally re-
lease Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

“Nnamdi Kanu, I would 
not want him to be de-
tained unnecessarily. I 
want him released uncon-
ditionally. And it will be 
negotiated. I align myself  
with my Bishop, Bishop 
Sunday Onuoha and Amb. 
Chief  Amaechi Mbazu-
luike, who told federal gov-
ernment to give us MNK 

and we will advice him, but 
then stop marginalization 
of  Igbo people that is what 
caused the problem. How 
can you have five chief  
security officers, heads of  
customs and immigrations 
and no Igbo is among. You 

Church protests ritual
killings, cultism, illegal
drugs in Onitsha
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

G
race of  God Mis-
sion Internation-
al, a pentecostal 

church in Onitsha, Anam-
bra State, on Sunday held a 
prayer rally around the city 
to protest the spate of  ritual 
killings, cultism and drug 
consumption in the area.

News Echo gathered 
that the rally, which was 
led by the General Super-
intendent and Presiding 
Bishop of  the church, Dr. 
Paul Nwachukwu, moved 
around prominent streets 
in the commercial city, oc-
casionally stopping at pop-

ular junctions for prayers 
and a sprinkling of  anoint-
ed oil.

There has been a recent 
upsurge in the number of  
ritual killings related to the 
quest for wealth in many 
states across the country, 
most of  which involved 
youths, with young girls 
being the victim.

Nwachukwu, who led 
the rally, said: “We are do-
ing this to pray against the 
spate of  ritual killings in 
the society today, the high 
level of  involvement in 
cultism by our young peo-
ple and the rate at which 
they consume hard drugs, 
among other vices.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
hree persons, on Mon-
day evening lost their 
lives while three oth-

ers sustained injuries in a fa-
tal motor accident that took 
place opposite Austin Farm 
by Onitsha-Ayamelum road, 
Anambra State.

An eyewitness account said 
the driver of  the sienna which 
was on speed while trying to 
avoid an incoming motorcy-
cle, hit the other motorcycle 
beside him while on motion, 
summersaulted and crashed 

into the bush.
Confirming the incident in 

a statement, the DRC Marga-
ret Onabe, Ag, Sector Public 
Education Officer, Anambra 
State Command of  the Feder-
al Road Safety Corp (FRSC), 
said the cause of  the fatal 
crash was excessive speed.

She said the crash that oc-
cured at about 5:20pm in-
volved 6 male adults and that 
three died and three others 
sustained injuries.

According to her state-
ment, the crash was between 
two vehicles; An unidentified 
commercial driver of  a white-

Toyota Sienna with  registra-
tion number: ABN504SZ, 
and an identified driver of  a 
private motorcycle with no 
registration number, driver’s 
name: Okwudili Okeke.

She said as at the time of 
filling the report, the  injured 
victims were rushed to a near-
by Health center by FRSC 
personnel Ayamelum Sta-
tion Office and some good 
samaritan and 3 male adults 
were confirmed dead. The 
corpses of  the dead victims 
were deposited at the mortu-
ary. There was no obstruction 
caused.

3 killed, others injured in Anambra 
road accident 

cannot govern like that in a 
democracy. I’m aggrieved, 
but I cannot take up arms. 
I believe that those issues 
can be negotiated at the 
round table”, Uche stated.

Being a patriotic citizen 
and a member of  Imo State 

Elders Council, the Prelate 
said he joined the forum 
because of  his interest to 
efficiently contribute to 
the peace, social, econom-
ic advancement, wellbeing 
of  the people, noting the 
council is beyond political, 

religious or social inclina-
tion, saying the interest of  
people should be Imo and 
who does well to improve 
welfare and wellbeing of  
citizenry, not who governs 
the state.

Police confirms
arrest of suspect
who killed 
girlfriend in
Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Police Command, 
has confirmed the ar-

rest of  a suspect Mr. Iken-
na Asiegbu, who allegedly 
murdered a 22 year old Miss 
Chidimma Christopher at 
Urutolu village Mgbakwu, 
Awka North Local Govern-
ment Area of  the State.

DSP Ikenga Tochukwu 
PPRO Anambra State Police 
Command, in a statement, 
said the apprehended suspect 
is in Police Custody.

According to him, it could 
been recall that on 2/3/2022 
at about 11am,  the com -
mand received information 
that the suspect beat and 
murdered the victim in his 
house at Mgbakwu. The vic-
tim was rescued and rushed 
to the hospital where she was 
confirmed dead by a medical 
doctor on duty.

Meanwhile, the case has 
been transferred to State 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment for discreet inves-
tigation.

Umahi during the inauguration of the 131 members at the International Conference Center, Central Area, Abuja on Monday.

Gunmen storm Anambra, kill
ATMA Official, 2 others 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe ,
Awka

G
un wielding men have 
reportedly invaded 
two communities in 

Anambra state killing a yet to 
be identified ATMA official 
and two others.

An eyewitness who spoke 
to News Echo said that it was 
not yet clear if  the men were 
armed robbers, cultists or 
bandits operating in the guise 
of  unknown gunmen as they 
have come to be known.

The source said an uniden-

tified official of  the Anambra 
Traffic Management Agency 
(ATMA), a male, who was 
controlling traffic at the ever 
busy Ekwulobia junction in 
Aguata local government 
area was gunned down, with 
bullet shattering his brain 
from behind.

As the time of  filing this re-
port, the corpse of  the ATMA 
Official is said to be lying at 
the junction in his own pool 
of  blood.

Meanwhile, gunmen on 
Monday allegedly invaded 
Nnobi, Idemili North Local 

Government Area, close to 
Nnewi killing two people.

Our correspondent gath-
ered that the daredevils in-
vasion happened at night, 
around 8:30pm.

A source said the gunmen 
who were suspected to be 
cultists were shooting in the 
town, moving from one loca-
tion to another.

However, a Facebook user, 
Maxi Ifedinma in a post con-
firmed that same gunmen 
had gunned down two peo-
ple close to Roban Stores, 
Nnewi.

Mazi Ifedinma said: “the 
corpse of  the dead persons 
are still lying there now,” in 
a comment he dropped un-
der his post at 9pm, Monday 
night.
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Editorial

Rising cases of road 
accident and attendant 
death harvest 
R

oad accidents’ in Nigeria reveals a 
serious and growing trauma with 
absolute fatality rate and causality 

figures rising every day. World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has stated that one of 
the major causes of death all over the world 
is road accident. 

Very regularly, vehicles especially trailers 
and tankers fully loaded with Premium Motor 
Spirit (PMS) and other petroleum products 
have lost control and rammed into markets or 
high density populated living areas, causing 
untold harm and damages, most times 
destroying irretrievable lives and properties 
worth millions of naira; sometimes villages 
and communities are razed. 

Just a few days ago, an Aba market 
recorded another horrific accident that no 
fewer than 20 persons lost their lives when 
a truck loaded with containers filled with 
goods that was coming from the ever-busy 
East street area, lost its brakes with the 
driver losing control of the heavy duty truck, 
at River Layout in Aba and rammed into 
the Ogbor Hill Riverside market, popularly 
called Ahia Udele, in Abia State, killing 
over 20 persons with many tricycles trapped 
under the wreckage.

The 40-foot trailer, which was transporting 
a container of fabric, according to reports, 
was coming from the steep East Street area 
when it lost control, around St Michael’s 
Road by East Street and fell into the abattoir 
located at Aba River, Ogbor-Hill.

The incident, which occurred around 9 
a.m. on Thursday, brought the entire city to a 
standstill, as six dead bodies were evacuated 
at the scene as at early intervention with 
many still trapped under. It was indeed, a 
bloody scene as the market was the largest 
abattoir in Abia State

According to sources, the driver of the 
truck maneuvered the vehicle into a section 
of the market as it would have killed more 
people if the truck had continued on the road.

However, this horrific accident 
necessitated what seems impossible over the 
years with even previous administrations, 
become possible last Saturday when Aba 
residents woke up to witnessed the popular 
Ahia-Udele, the perceived largest abattoir 
in the entire South-East brought down to 
rubbles with the State Commissioner for 
Trade and Investment, Chief John Okiyi 
Kalu stating recent incident and previous 
ones, as reasons for the closure and relocation 
of the abattoir market which was considered 
with utmost urgency and dispatch.

Kalu who met with traders of the closed 
market in a closed door meeting at Umuahia 
informed them that the closure was directed 
by the State Governor Okezie Ikpeazu and is 
aimed at safeguarding life and preservation 
of public health.

Kalu expressed the deep pains and 
sympathy of the government to the traders 
over the accident and informed them that 
Governor Ikpeazu has directed the ministry 
to ensure that the medical bills of injured 
persons are settled by the government.

 The Commissioner highlighted the efforts 
made by the government in the past to relocate 
the market particularly for safety reasons and 
informed a new Abattoir is already under 
construction at Omumauzor in Ukwa West LGA.

However, data from the FRSC and the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) indicate 
that four lives are lost on our highways every 
six hours and about 20,000 vehicles are 
involved in road crashes every year.

In a recent submission to the Federal 
Executive Council (FEC), the minister for 
Transport reportedly noted that “Consistently, 
over the years, and with available data, the 
impact of bad roads on accidents was less 
than 2%. As big as that may be, it is less than 
2% whereas over-speeding, loss of control, 
wrongful overtaking cumulate to over 70%”.

Of course, there can be no excuse or 
justification for the bad state of major highways 
across the country over the years given our 
resource endowment. Indeed, it is baffling that 
work is still ongoing on some of these road 
construction and rehabilitation projects, in 
some cases for over a decade and a half. 

It is News Echo’s position that, on the 
critical importance of an appropriate road 
use culture in curbing road accidents and 
fatalities cannot be discounted. Indeed, the 
better the network of roads, the greater the 
temptation of drivers to over-speed. 

It is undeniable that reckless driving 
such as driving against traffic or wrongful 
overtaking are key contributory factors to 
road accidents. Many drivers, particularly 
of public commercial vehicles, are known 
to drive under the influence of alcohol, hard 
drugs and other destructive substances. 

Another major problem in this regard is 
the poor safety conditions of many vehicles 
on our roads, with many of them having 
defective brakes, worn-out tyres or non-
functional lights, among others.

What all these boil down to is the need for 
proper enforcement of traffic and road safety 
laws. These laws exist but are hardly enforced. 
Even when those who violate them are 
apprehended, they tend to get away after bribing 
the enforcement authorities and so do not face 
the legal consequences of their lawlessness.

On the other hand, the attendant traffic 
gridlock arising from high vehicular volume 
during peak periods should necessitate 
the provision of an alternative route to 
ameliorate road congestion and discomfort 
of residents around the road area experience 
incessant and disturbing heavy duty horn 
blows, accidents and gridlocks.
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Opinion

2023 elections in Imo, Nigeria: 
Another Osita Osadebe’s proverb 
of inine and agadi nwanyi
By Ikenna Onuoha

O
n a popular demand, I 
have decided to re-present 
this piece I wrote and first 

published in May 20th, 2018 prior 
to the 2019 Governorship election 
in Imo state in particular, and 
Nigeria in general. Apart from 
(2023) and minor touches affixed, 
the entire body and contents remain 
untampered.

As captured by popular high 
life music maestro, Chief  (Dr) 
Osita Osadebe, details of  the piece 
in form of  proverb summaries the 
egocentric nature of  human beings. 
Their lies, deceit and insensitive 
behaviors with particular reference 
to an old woman whose target is 
to devour a local cocoyam (inine) 
unknown to her that her personal 
desire was out to subdue her.

In the turn of  events, “the sweets 
of  economic, political and social 
privileges, that are a monopoly of  
only one section of  a community, 
turn sour even in the mouths of  
those who eat them”. These are 
the words of  Chief  Albert Lituli, a 
South African freedom fighter. 

Quoting Prof  Nathan Protus 
Uzoma, a mobile intellectual 
encyclopedia; in his latest article 
on Jesus Christ and Barabas, the 
thieve. Pilate had tried the former 
and found nothing incriminating in 
him hence, decided to release him, 
but a shout by Pilate to set him free, 
infuriated the people who rather 
preferred Barabas, the thieve to be 
set free in place of  Jesus Christ, the 
Savour”

Such behaviors of  myopic 
decision is the reason the current 
generation are in the habit of  
selecting thieves to govern them 
as against the Messiah and Savour 
Jesus Christ as their political 
representatives in various public 
positions”. No wonder things are 
getting worse instead of  better on 
daily basis.

For some school of  thought, 
of  whom I subscribe to, politicians 
are presumed to be servants, to the 
masses, synonymous to men of  
God, and are obliged to work in the 
absolute interest of  the populace to 
ensure economic and social justice. 

When these distractions, mouth 
wagging and boasts continue 
to ooze out in view of  the 2023 
elections in Nigeria, a curious 
mind cannot fold his or her arms 
without remembering this famous 
proverbial rhythm of  “Inine and 
Agadi Nwanyi” by a music legend, a 
czar in the entertainment industry, 
Chief  Osita Osadebe of  the blessed 
memory. 

In this story according to him, 
the old woman (agadi nwanyi) was 
sure and prepared to eat the non-
conventional yam (inine) with or 
without any knowledge that the 
said yam (inine) was set to purge 
her. This is the irony of  life! 

Little did she knew the 
magical power of  the (inine) than 

it tactically fought back leading to 
her destruction. How the mighty 
has fallen! It is one of  the dividends 
of  greed, ill-calculation and 
desperation. 

However, if  any person had 
told the old woman not to dare eat 
the yam in view of  its impending 
doom, she would have tagged the 
“good Samaritan” as her worse 
enemy. 

Various quotes by experienced 
philosophers assert that “Political 
necessities sometime turn out to 
be political mistakes.” In the words 
of  George Bernard Shaw “When 
smashing monuments, save the 
pedestals; they always come in 
handy; something unpleasant is 
coming when men are anxious to 
tell the truth”. 

In our today’s political history, 
individuals predict what should 
happen in future elections just 
as the 2023 is fast approaching 
without thinking what the future 
holds for them.

At this moment, majority 
of  these desperate individuals 
seeking to represent the masses 
are “convinced” that everything 
is possible as far as their ambition 
remains a manifest. That old 
woman had the desire to devour the 
yam (inine), without considering 
the fact that such meal could lead 
to her untimely exit.

As the 2023 is at the corner, 
very hyper inquisitive persons 
desirous of  hijacking public funds 
via positions line up with frivolous 
promises of  leading the masses 
to the expected end. While some 
temperamental ones threaten to 
maim their supposed rivals, others 
go extra miles to consult oracles 
to aid their wicked and selfish 
ambitions.

Though, that is an expectant of  
many, our contemporary political 
setting across our rich continent, 
has endured many forms of  despotic 
and greedy class of  governance, 
which have been the bane of  our 
socio-economic development, 
despite the enormous natural 
resources our soil is endowed with. 

Life is all about ups and downs 
where every individual think from 
different directions. Few privileged 
ones see lives of  ordinary citizens 
as something they can toil with or 
manipulate at will. Many a time, 
some people insanely assume 
the place of  God using their 
connections, positions, wealth or 
education as a morale inoculation 
with little or no regard for supreme 
authority. 

In the past and even currently, 
many political gladiators had and 
continued to boast over how the 
future could be manipulated to 
favour their interest, but none has 
ever thought whether his/her life 
can be stretched to accommodate 
the future even though the future is 
neither elastic nor flexible.

A situation where individuals 
especially, the political leaders 
predict future happenings when 
their “NOW” is still counting is not 
only pathetic, pitiable or sorrowful 
but an instinctive calculated 
misdemeanor a healthy and sound 
sense can resolve. 

According to Tim Woods, 
a Communication Consultant, 
“it’s Better to be the architect of  
something you can endorse than 
the placard waving protagonist 
standing in the rain.” One does 
not start a fuse he knows he cannot 
withstand, when one has concluded 
of  his or her victory without first 
weighing the components in which 
the decision revolves, it is always 
certain that doom and gloom are 
the order of  the day.

In the book of  Mathew 6 vs. 
34, the Bible says “Therefore do 
not be anxious about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will be anxious for 
itself. Sufficient for the day is its 
own trouble”. The Almighty God 
is very pained when one of  his 
children is desperate for the things 
of  the world while abandoning the 
reality of  life. 

The Lord Jesus is not only 
angry but he is very aggressive 
when people boast over what they 
know not, who knows tomorrow? 
Who is sure of  his or her life for 
tomorrow? How convinced are 
you, “the desperado” that you will 
make it into tomorrow, let alone 

2023 that is miles away from now? 
Oh...may God have mercy!!! 

I wonder if  men of  sound mind 
have forgotten that “Even the best 
intentioned of  great men need a 
few scoundrels around them; there 
are some things you cannot ask an 
honest man to do” so said by La 
Bruyere. 

Obviously, one should know 
that election is an exercise where 
the people “revenge”, a good 
number of  wealthy people in the 
world are noisy, pompous and 
egocentric. 

To justify this harmless claim, 
the Bible states that whosoever shall 
exalt himself  shall be humbled; and 
whosoever shall humble himself  
shall be exalted. The doubting 
Thomases can read the following 
chapters and verses: Mathew 23 vs. 
12, Job 22 vs. 29, Proverb 29 vs. 23, 
Luke 14 vs. 11, 18 vs. 14, James 4 
vs. 6, and 1 Peter 5 vs. 6 to guide 
them on the need to be humble and 
just. 

Why are majority of  our pupils 
still schooling under trees? Why 
are majority of  our people still 
illiterates? Why are 60% of  our 
population farmers, yet we cannot 
boast of  food security? Why are 
our taps and electricity still not 
flowing, even in major city centers? 
Why are second cycle and tertiary 
institutions panning out to be, just 
for a privilege few? 

Why do we still resort to foreign 
donors when we call ourselves 
an independent nation? Why do 
politicians become so rich over 
night, especially when they find 
themselves in the corridors of  
political power? Why do politicians 
accord themselves bountiful 
privileges and emoluments 
without recourse to the masses 
that are hovering in the shackles of  
poverty? These and other legitimate 
questions shall remain on the lips 
of  many, for decades, and posterity 

shall demand answers from our 
current crop of  leaders. 

Undoubtedly, one can 
purport, we elect leaders to enrich 
themselves and their cronies other 
than looking beyond themselves. 
This perception is rife, and it 
cast a slur on the integrity of  all 
politicians, be it good or bad. I 
believe therefore, some progress 
have been chalked; however, much 
could have been done to alleviate 
the woes of  the people. 

Our nightmare could be linked 
to, lack of  political will, leadership, 
greediness, corruption, misplaced 
priorities etc. 

Our economy today can best 
be described as a “stagnated 
economy”, successive governments 
that should have instilled political 
stability have failed to turn the 
fortunes of  the nation around, to 
meet the aspiration of  its people. 

It is intriguing, when during 
every electioneering year; all 
political parties keep repeating the 
archaic message of  providing basic 
necessities such as water, shelter, 
food, schools etc to the people. 

Humiliating it is, after years 
of  independence, we are still 
struggling to provide basic 
necessities of  life to our people, 
while our contemporaries in other 
continents with little or no natural 
resources, the likes of  Ghana have 
been able to wane themselves from 
those doldrums. 

Today, most people, take-up 
politics as a short-cut to riches, 
endangering the growth and 
transformation of  the economy 
and as well, denting the image of  
persons with good intentions and 
pure motives to serve the country, 
for the common good of  all. 

Africa and for that matter 
Nigeria, need a different approach 
to its class of  leadership and 
governance, if  it is poised to 
succeed, and be part of  the over-
growing transformational world. 
All persons, yielding political 
power, must be prepared to 
sacrifice and put the nation above 
them and their interest; that 
indeed, will arouse the true beauty 
of  patriotism, nationalism and 
restore the hope and progress, our 
forebears had fought, and always 
craved for. 

I dream of  a Nigeria were 
young men and women will have 
access to a better education and 
secure better jobs, so they can live 
independent of  their parents. I 
dream of  a Nigeria, were housing 
will be “affordable” to all manner 
of  persons, be it rich or poor, 
and that basic amenities will be 
available to all, irrespective of  their 
geographical location. It is not 
beyond us, we can, if  therefore, we 
set our priorities right and respect 
our nation and the office without 
greed and imposition. Cheers!

By so doing, we shall be 
expecting Imo and Nigeria of  our 
collective dreams!

“In the past and 
even currently, many 

political gladiators had 
and continued to boast 

over how the future 
could be manipulated 
to favour their interest, 

but none has ever 
thought whether his/her 

life can be stretched 
to accommodate the 
future even though the 
future is neither elastic 
nor flexible. A situation 

where individuals 
especially, the political 
leaders predict future 

happenings when 
their “NOW” is still 

counting is not only 
pathetic, pitiable 

or sorrowful but an 
instinctive calculated 

misdemeanor a 
healthy and sound 
sense can resolve. 

“I dream of a Nigeria 
were young men and 

women will have access 
to a better education and 
secure better jobs, so they 

can live independent of 
their parents. I dream of 
a Nigeria, were housing 
will be “affordable” to 
all manner of persons, 
be it rich or poor, and 
that basic amenities 

will be available to all, 
irrespective of their 

geographical location. 
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Problem 1
An object is launched at a 

velocity of  20 m/s in a direction 
making an angle of  25° upward 
with the horizontal.
a) What is the maximum height 
reached by the object?
b) What is the total flight time 
(between launch and touching the 
ground) of  the object?
c) What is the horizontal range 
(maximum x above ground) of  the 
object?
d) What is the magnitude of  the 
velocity of  the object just before it 
hits the ground?

Solution
a) The formulae for the 

components V  and V  of  the x y

velocity and components x and y 
of  the displacement are given by
V  = V  cos(θ)       V  = V  sin(θ) x 0 y 0

- g t
x = V  cos(θ) t       y = V  sin(θ) t 0 0

- (1/2) g t  2

In the problem V  = 20 m/s, θ = 0

25° and g = 9.8 m/s  .2

The height of  the projectile is 
given by the component y, and it 
reaches its maximum value when 
the component V  is equal to y

zero. That is when the projectile 
changes from moving upward to 
moving downward.(see figure 
above) and also the animation of  
the projectile.
V  = V  sin(θ) - g t = 0y 0

solve for t
t = V  sin(θ) / g = 20 sin(25°) / 0

9.8 = 0.86 seconds
Find the maximum height by 
substituting t by 0.86 seconds in 
the formula for y
maximum height y (0.86) = 20 
sin(25°)(0.86) - (1/2) (9.8) (0.86)  2

= 3.64 meters
b) The time of  flight is the interval 
of  time between when projectile is 
launched: t1 and when the 
projectile touches the ground: t2. 
At t = t1 and t = t2, y = 0 
(ground). Hence
V  sin(θ) t - (1/2) g t  = 02

0

Solve for t
t(V  sin(θ) - (1/2) g t) = 00

two solutions
t = t1 = 0 and t = t2 = 2 V  sin(θ) 0

/ g
Time of  flight = t2 - t1 = 2 (20) 
sin(θ) / g = 1.72 seconds.
c) In part c) above we found the 
time of  flight t2 = 2 V  sin(θ) / g. 0

The horizontal range is the 
horizontal distance given by x at t 
= t2.
range = x(t2) = V  cos(θ) t2 = 2 V 0

2

0 0 0 cos(θ) V  sin(θ) / g = V  sin(2θ) 
/ g = 20  sin (2(25°)) / 9.8 = 2

31.26 meters

d) The object hits the ground at t 
= t2 = 2 V0 sin(θ) / g (found in 
part b above)
The components of  the velocity at 
t are given by
V  = V  cos(θ)       V  = V  sin(θ) x 0 y 0

- g t
The components of  the velocity at 
t = 2 V0 sin(θ) / g are given by
V  = V  cos(θ) = 20 cos(25°)       x 0

V  = V  sin(25°) - g (2 V0 sin(25°) y 0

/ g) = - V  sin(25°)0

The magnitude V of  the velocity is 
given by
V = √[ V  + V  ] = √[ (20 2 2

x y

cos(25°))  + (- V  sin(25°))  ] = 2 2

0

V0 = 20 m/s

Problem 2
A projectile is launched from 

point O at an angle of  22° with an 
initial velocity of  15 m/s up an 
incline plane that makes an angle 
of  10° with the horizontal. The 
projectile hits the incline plane at 
point M.
a) Find the time it takes for the 
projectile to hit the incline plane.
b) Find the distance OM.
Solution
a) The x and y components of  the 
displacement are given by
x = V  cos(θ) t       y = V  sin(θ) t - 0 0

2(1/2) g t
with θ = 22 + 10 = 32° and V  = 0

15 m/s
The relationship between the 
coordinate x and y on the incline 
is given by
tan(10°) = y / x
Substitute x and y by their 
expressions above to obtain

2tan(10°) = ( V  sin(θ) t - (1/2) g t ) 0

/ V  cos(θ) t0

Simplify to obtain the equation in 
t
(1/2) g t + V  cos(θ) tan(10°) - V  0 0

sin(θ) = 0
Solve for t = V  sin(θ) - V  cos(θ) 0 0

tan(10°)
0.5 g= 15 sin(32°) - 15 cos(32°) 

tan(10°)
0.5 (9.8)= 1.16 s

2b) OM = √[ (V  cos(θ) t)  + ( V  0 0
2 2sin(θ) t - (1/2) g t  )  ]

OM (t=1.16)= √[ (15 cos(32) 1.16) 
2 + ( 15 sin(32) 1.16 - (1/2) 9.8 

2 2(1.16)  )  ] = 15 meters

Problem 3
A projectile is to be launched at 

an angle of  30° so that it falls 
beyond the pond of  length 20 
meters as shown in the figure.
a) What is the range of  values of  
the initial velocity so that the 
projectile falls between points M 
and N?
Solution
a) The range is given by x = V  2

0

sin(2θ) / g
We want to have the range greater 
than OM and smaller that ON, 
with OM = 10 + 20 = 30 m and 
ON = 10 + 20 + 10 = 40 m
30 < V  sin(2θ) / g < 402

0

30 g / sin(2θ) < V  < 40 g / sin(2θ)2

0

√ [ 30 g / sin(2θ) ] < V  < √ [ 40 g / 0

sin(2θ) ]
18.4 m/s < V  < 21.2 m/s2

0

Problem 4
A ball is kicked at an angle of  

35° with the ground.
a) What should be the initial 
velocity of  the ball so that it hits a 
target that is 30 meters away at a 
height of  1.8 meters?
b) What is the time for the ball to 
reach the target?
Solution
a) x = V  cos(35°) t0

30 = V  cos(35°) t0

t = 30 / V  cos(35°)0

1.8 = -(1/2) 9.8 (30 / V  cos(35°))  2

0

+ V  sin(35°)(30 / V  cos(35°))0 0

V  cos(35°) = 30 √ [ 9.8 / 2(30 0

tan(35°)-1.8) ]
V  = 18.3 m/s 0

b) t = x / V  cos(35°) = 2.0 s0

Problem 5
A ball kicked from ground level 

at an initial velocity of  60 m/s and 
an angle θ with the ground reaches 
a horizontal distance of  200 
meters.
a) What is the size of  angle θ?
b) What is time of  flight of  the 
ball?

Solution
a) Let T be the time of  flight. Two 
ways to find the time of  flight
1) T = 200 / V  cos(θ) (range 0

divided by the horizontal 
component of  the velocity)
2) T = 2 V  sin(θ) / g (formula 0

found in projectile equations)
equate the two expressions
200 / V  cos(θ) = 2 V  sin(θ) / g0 0

which gives
2 V  cos(θ)sin (θ) = 200 g2

0

V  sin(2θ) = 200 g2

0

sin(2θ) = 200 g / V  = 200 (9.8) / 2

0

602

Solve for θ to obtain
θ = 16.5°
b) Time of  flight = 200 / V  0

cos(16.5°) = 3.48 s

Problem 6
A ball of  600 grams is kicked at 

an angle of  35° with the ground 
with an initial velocity V  .0

a) What is the initial velocity V  of  0

the ball if  its kinetic energy is 22 
Joules when its height is 
maximum?
b) What is the maximum height 
reached by the ball?

Solution
a) When the height of  the ball is 
maximum, the vertical component 
of  its velocity is zero; hence the 
kinetic energy is due to its 
horizontal component V  = V  cos x 0

(θ).
22 = (1/2) m (V )2

x

22 = (1/2) 0.6 (V  cos (35°))2

0

V  = (1 / cos (35°)) √(44/0.6) = 0

10.4 m/s
b)
Initial kinetic energy (just after the 
ball is kicked)
E  = (1/2) m V  = (1/2) 0.6 (10.4)  2 2

i 0

= 32.4 J
The difference between initial 
kinetic energy and kinetic energy 
when the ball is at maximum 
height H is equal to gain in 
potential energy
32.4 - 22 = m g H
H = 10.4 / (0.6 * 9.8) = 1.8 m

Problem 7
A projectile starting from 

ground hits a target on the ground 
located at a distance of  1000 
meters after 40 seconds.
a) What is the size of  the angle θ?
b) At what initial velocity was the 
projectile launched?

Solution
a) Vx = V  cos (θ) = 1000 / 40 = 25 0

m/s
Time of  flight = 2 V  sin (θ) / g 0

(formula found in projectile 
equations) = 40 s
V  sin (θ) = 20 g0

Combine the above equation with 
the equation V  cos (θ) = 25 m/s 0

found above to write
tan (θ) = 20 g / 25
Use calculator to findθ = 82.7 °
b) We now use any of  the two 
equations above to find V .0

V  cos (θ) = 25 m/s0

V  = 25 /cos (82.7 °) = 196.8 m/s0

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

v

Projectiles
Problems and solutions
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head of  the 2022 

AUnified Tertiary 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

Examination, UTME, and 
Direct Entry registration 
billed to commence on 
February 12, the Joint 
A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Matr i cu la t ion  Board , 
JAMB, has hinted on its 
plan to establish self-
s e r v i c e  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
platform.

JAMB explained that 
t h e  n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
platform would only be 
established in Lagos and 
Abuja, adding that it was 
set to incur not less than 
N50 mill ion as added 
commission to its financial 
vendors, following the 
introduction of  the cashless 
regime in the 2022/23 
UTME/DE Registration 
exercise.

Head of  Media and 
P r o t o c o l ,  D r  Fa b i a n 
Benjamin, in the board's 
weekly bulletin released 
yesterday, said the new 
registration measure was 
aimed at expanding the 
registration access points in 
l i n e  w i t h  C OV I D - 1 9 
protocols and reduce the 
crowds at CBT centres in 
affected cities.

“In its bid to leverage 
the digital competence of  
its increasing number of  
c o m p u t e r  s a v v y 

candida tes,  the  Jo in t 
A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  B o a r d 
(JAMB) is introducing self-
registration outlets in 
Abuja and Lagos.

“This system would, in 
the long run, reduce the 
crowds at CBT centres in 
t h e s e  c i t i e s .   T h e 
conception of  this noble 
i d e a  i s  t o ,  b e s i d e s 
advancing  the  d ig i ta l 
competence of  candidates 
who feel they can do the 
registration on their own, 
expand the registration 
access points in line with 
COVID-19 protocols.

“The service provider, 
B a n k f o r t ,  e x p r e s s e d 
o p t i m i s m  a b o u t  t h e 
immense potential of  the 
s eamles s  r eg i s t ra t ion 
mode, stating that it is the 
norm rather  than the 
e x c e p t i o n  i n  m o r e 
d e v e l o p e d  c l i m e s , ” 
Benjamin said.

Benjamin, who noted 
that JAMB would incur 
over N50m as commission 
to  f inanc ia l  vendor s, 
quoted the registrar, Prof. 
I s h a q  O l o y e d e ,  a s 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e 
additional financial burden 
was the price the Board was 
prepared to pay, due to its 
passionate concern for the 
p l i g h t  o f  h a p l e s s 
UTME/DE candidates by 

shylock centre owners.
” He added that the 

measure would also put a 
s t o p  t o  o t h e r  s h a r p 
pract ices  that  usual ly 
trailed the payments of  
direct service charges for 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e s e 
centres.

“The Registrar, Prof. 
Ishaq Oloyede, disclosed 
this at a virtual meeting 
with financial institutions 
and other vendors who 
desire to participate in the 
sales of  the 2022 UTME 
a n d  D i r e c t  E n t r y 
application e-PINs.

“The registrar pointed 
out that every candidate 
who desires to purchase the 
e-PIN would have to pay 
the sum of  N4, 700 as the 
total cost of  the e-PIN 
which is N3,500. 

”For  the  e -PIN as 
subsidised by the Federal 
Government, N500 for the 
compulsory reading text 
w h i c h  i s  p a i d  t o  t h e 
p u b l i s h e r,  a n d  N 7 0 0 
regulated service charge for 
C B T  c e n t r e s ,  w h i c h 
candidates used to pay 
directly to the centres, but 
would now be paid along 
with the cost of  the e-PINs 
by all candidates.

“The Board would later 
t r a n s m i t  a l l  a c c r u e d 
entitlements to respective 
CBT centres on a weekly 

basis or any time frame 
agreeable to respective 
centres,  to  cur tai l  a l l 
noticeable infractions.

“Prof. Oloyede stated 
that in spearheading the 
collection of  the N700 
services charge on behalf  
of  the centres, the Board 
w o u l d  b e  t a k i n g  o n 
additional responsibilities 
n o t  l e a s t  i s  t h e  N 2 5 
c o m m i s s i o n ,  w h i c h 
amounted to over N50 
million the previous year.

“ T h e  R e g i s t r a r 
enjoined all the financial 
institutions to live up to 
expectations as the vendors 
would be held responsible 
f o r  a n y  a c t  o f  
m i s d e m e a n o r s  o r 
infractions committed by 
their agents.

“The vendors, in their 
v a r i o u s  r e a c t i o n s , 
commended the Board for 
its consistency in churning 
out innovations aimed at 
safeguarding the interests 
of  candidates.

“Similarly, they made 
useful suggestions on how 
to ensure a seamless flow of  
ePINs from the Board to 
par ticipating financial 
houses for speedy and 
p r o m p t  a c c e s s  b y 
candidates,” the JAMB 
scribe said.

he Joint Admission Tand Matriculations 
Board, JAMB says 

t h e  2 0 2 2 / 2 3  U n i f i e d 
Ter tiary Matriculation 
Examination (UTME) and 
D i r e c t  E n t r y  ( D E ) 
Registrations will  now 
c o m m e n c e  S a t u r d a y, 
February 19th and end on 
the 26th of  March 2022.

According to reports, 
the  board  had  ear l i e r 
scheduled the exercise for 

 l e c t u r e r  w i t h 

AD o m i n i c a n 
U n i v e r s i t y , 

S a m o n d a ,  I b a d a n ,  D r 
P a t r i c k  A k u n n e  h a s 
advocated that science and 
religion must be used for the 
advancement of  the society. 

A k u n n e  s t a t e d  t h i s 
recently when the Catholic 
University marked the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Day with a 
lecture titled, “Religion and 
Science are Friends”. 

Speaking at the event 
which took place at the 
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  To m  a n d 
C a r o ly n  Wa l k e r  H a l l , 
Akunne, the guest lecturer, 
underscored the relationship 
between religion and science. 

He stated that conflict 
and warfare model was 
identified in the relationship 
between religion and science.

“There are people who 
think religion and science 
occupy disparate universes in 
human affairs and thus there 
is no ground for any form of  
friendly relationship. 

“Of  all the model of  
religion and science, the 
conflict model is inequitably 
the dominant model. Every 
now and then, situation 
arises that brings this to the 
fore,” he said. 

He considered the works 
of  notable scientists and their 
view to both concepts. 

“The conflict and the 
warfare template between 
religion and science show 
that there is no relationship 
between the two, they are 
irreconcilable and there is no 
cordiality that can exist 
between them. 

“A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s 
t empla te,  r e l i g ion  and 
science are rival ways of  
explaining realities. As a 
result of  this they hustle for 
the same explanatory space 
and are perpetually opposed 
to each other,” he said. 

He further said that the 
idea that religion and science 
were locked in perpetual war 
was not original to scholars. 

In his opening remarks, 
the Vice-Chancellor of  the 
institution, Prof.  Anthony 
Akinwale, said, “If  freedom 
is found in truth as the motto 
of  Dominican University 
professes, we must bear in 
mind that truth is learnt, 
when researchers in various 
provinces of  knowledge; 
researchers in provinces of  
natural science and religion 
carry out their conversation 
in collaboration”. 

February 12, 2022.
However, in a notice on 

Tuesday, JAMB said the 
p o s t p o n e m e n t  wa s  t o 
enable “more fine-tuning of  
the upgraded and user-
friendly procedures for 
candidates' registration.

It said the fine-tuning 
process will be concluded 
w i t h i n  t h e  o n e - w e e k 
extension period given 
before the commencement 
of  registration.

A statement by Dr. 
Fabian Benjamin, Head, 
Public Affairs and Protocol, 
J A M B ,  s a i d  t h e 
development  was  a lso 

aimed at accommodating 
feedback from candidates 
and other stakeholders.

“The Board wishes the 
general public to note that 
the Board is ever-ready to 
provide world-class services 
to Nigerians.

“Further to the above, 
the new and improved 
procedures for the 2022/23 
UTME Registration would 
be made available on the 
Board's website, its weekly 
bulletin as well as other 
media outlets on Monday, 
14th February 2022.

“The candidates are, by 
this notice, urged to follow 
keenly the procedures for 
registration as would be 
announced by the Board”.

JAMB releases new date for
commencement of UTME, DE
registration

Science, religion must
interface for society's
advancement –Don

2022 UTME/DE: We'll introduce self-service
registration platform in Lagos, Abuja — JAMB
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T
he member 
Representing Afikpo 
North/ South Federal 

Constituency, Hon. Iduma 
Igariwey has appealed to 
Governor David Umahi to 
give desired attention to the 
reconstruction of   Amasiri- 
Afikpo road.

Igariwey in a 
statement issued in 
Abakaliki which was 
titled “ Amasiri- Afikpo 
concrete pavement: time 
is running”  drew the 
attention of   Governor , 
David Umahi, to the death 
trap that has become the 
road

He said “I wish to 
humbly draw the attention 
of  our Governor, Chief  
David Umahi, to the 
death trap that has 
become Amasiri-Afikpo 
road”

“This road, which was 
part of  the larger Afikpo-
Okigwe road, was last 
rehabilitated by Julius 
Berger construction 
company and was easily 
one of  the best-asphalted 
roads in the south East”. 

“However, in the 
past two years or more, 

our “wonder-working 
“Governor has turned 
this all-important road 
to a concrete pavement 
laboratory, where all 
sorts of  patch-patch 
experiment, is being 
conducted. 

Also, our Governor, in 
his “wisdom”, decided 
to dualize this road. 
Whether there was need 
for dualisation is not my 
worry. Rather, because of  
the horribly shoddy and 
unprofessional nature of  
the concrete pavement 
on that road, the entire 

Federal lawmaker decries deplorable 
state of Amasiri- Afikpo road, 
appeals to Umahi for reconstruction

Awkuzu Igweship crisis: Anambra govt serves 
notice for issuing certificate to monarch
F

or allegedly 
issuing certificate 
of   recognition 

to the traditional ruler 
of  Awkuzu, Oyi Local 
Government Area, 
Anambra State, His Royal 
Highness, Igwe Prof. 
Charles M. Anikweze, 
by the State Government 
despite allegation by 
aggrieved faction, (elites 
and professionals), that 
his enthronement was 
faulty as due process 
was not followed, the 
aggrieved faction has 
through its counsels, Joy 
Nzekwe and Raphael O. 
Nzekwe, served the state 
government with pre-

action notice.
The group, represented 

by Emeka Chinweze, 
Emmanuel Ifeanyi 
Anizoba and Mr. 
Mbazuluike Akwubu, 
served the pre-action 
notice through the 
Secretary to the State 
Government, (SSG) 
Solo Chukwulobelu,, 
demanding the immediate 
withdrawal of  the 
certificate of  recognition 
issued to the monarch 
by the state government 
failure which they vowed 
to sort reliefs in court.

According to them the 
reliefs to be sorted in court 
include, a declaration 

From  David Eze
Abakaliki

that the monarch is not 
the traditional ruler of 
Awkuzu, an order of 
court compelling the 
defendant (government) 
to withdraw the certificate 
of  recognition it issued 
to the monarch and an 
order restraining him 
from parading himself  as 
the traditional ruler of  the 
community.

They reiterated that 
the monarch was issued 
certificate of  recognition 
on 2nd day of  May 2019 
without following the 
process of  selection, 
approval, installation and 
coronation as stipulated 
by the Awkuzu chieftaincy 

constitution 1992.
The pre-action notice 

read in part thus: “the 
Awkuzu chieftaincy 
constitution 1992 was 
not followed during the 
purported selection of  the 
monarch. The approval 
process was not done 
at all, there was neither 
installation nor swearing 
in because the process of 
selection was faulty and 
other procedures were not 
complied with”

Ndi Ichie and executive 
of  Awkuzu Progressive 
Union, APU, who were 
supposed to select him 
(monarch) challenged 
his occupation of 

the Traditional stool 
because none of  them 
participated in the 
kangaroo selection done 
by those not recognised by 
constitution.

The Okpala Awkuzu 
did not coronate him and 
did not also issue him 
with ‘offor’ Awkuzu. 
The APU neither issued 
him with staff  of  office 
nor administered any 
oath of  allegiance and 
oath of  office which were 
supposed to be done at the 
public square”

“One of  the members 
of  Ndi Ichie, filed a suit at 
Otuocha High court, suit 
No. OT/235/2027, Ichie 

Ignatius Ananti V,  Dr. 
E.C.Chira and 9 others. 
The monarch was the 
6th defendant in the suit 
and the court nullified the 
process of  selecting him 
(monarch)”

“This letter serves as a 
pre-action notice to your 
office in line with the state 
procedings’ law as our 
clients shall not hesitate to 
ventilate their grievances 
if  nothing is done urgently 
to withdraw the certificate 
of  recognition issued 
by your office to Igwe 
Anikweze. Same has been 
nullified by a court of 
competent jurisdiction” 
they recalled to the SSG.

stretch has predictably 
collapsed, forcing all 
motorists to perilously use 
one side of  the road only. 
This is most dangerous to 
road users, considering 
the large number of  
normal and articulated 
vehicles that ply this all-
important road”.

“Considering that the 
Umahi administration 
has just about 12 months 
to wind up and leave, the 
prospect of  repairing this 
death trap of  a road looks 
gloomy indeed”.



Umuoma community laments neglect by government
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Ochanja Market Caretaker Chairman promises to 
broker peace, water retriculation before elections

T
he newly appointed 
Chairman of  
the 52-man 

Ochanja Onitsha Market 
Caretaker committee, 
Hon. Sunday Aniakor 
has assured that he would 
ensure that peace returns 
to the market before 
the upcoming market 
leadership election.

Speaking to newsmen at 
Onitsha, Anambra State, 
Hon. Aniakor who was 
flanked by the Market 

Secretary, Mr. Josiah 
Okorie promised the 
traders and the Anambra 
State Government that 
the popular Ochanja 
Onitsha Market would 
witness a tremendous 
face  lift and progress 
within the few months 
that his committee has 
to manage the market 
before the election.

“We shall start by 
identifying the major 
entrance gates into the 

market as a solution to the 
difficulty experienced by 
our customers in locating 
certain areas in Ochanja 
market. Secondly, we 
are going to embark on 
the excavation of  refuse 
dump which has grown 
into a mountainous 
heaps besides the market. 
We shall also extend pipe 
borne water to strategic 
places in the entire market 
to ensure that both traders 
and customers have easier 

access to pipe borne 
water”, said Aniakor.

Aniakor stated that as 
a young man he has the 
courage and humility to  
meet Stakeholders to hear 
their greiviances and em-
bark on serious reconcili-
ation program that would 
attract peace and progress 
in the market before the 
general election of  the 
executives of  the Ochanja 
market association.

According to Aniakor 

T
he people 
of  Umuoma 
Umuorji  in 

Mgbidi  autonomous 
community  in Oru West 
LGA of  Imo state has 
expressed great concern 
and grief  over the under 
development of  the area 
over the years.

The community 
leaders in a chat with 
News Echo decried 
the neglect of  the 
community that is few 
kilometres away from 
Omuma, the community 
of  the present Imo state 
government, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma.

Speaking with the 
village head, Chief  
Vincent Udemba said 
that the community has 
suffered lots of  setback 
because of  negligence on 
the part of  government 
to alleviate their plight.

Udemba disclosed 
that they want to be 
recognised by the 
Imo state government 
not through violence 
but by dialogue and 
proper consultation. 
He disclosed that 
Umuoma is the only 
community that has not 
disintegrated but has 
remained one and still 
intact.

He also declared 
that most of  the 
developmental projects 
carried out in the 
village were funded 
by them without the 
aid and support of  the 
government.

Projects like grading 
of  roads, building of  
markets, palace village 
hall, transformer and 
others were solely done 
by the members of  the 
community.

He noted that the local 
government council 
headquarters, high 
court, civil defence, 
police station, general 
hospital amongst others 
are situated in the heart 
of  the community 
yet the impact of  
government is not felt by 
the community.

According to Udemba, 
the community still 
needs electric power 
supply as the solar 
power they have is not 
sufficient, adding that 
the community also 
do not have access 
to potable water and 
therefore called on the 
government for speedy 
intervention. According 
to them, the only stream 
that they have in  the 
community do not have 
a link road and also not 
fit  for drinking. Chief  
Udemba observed 
that the community 
has invested enough 
of  their resources but 
expect more from the 
government.

The chairman of  the 
community, Mr. Innocent 
Chukwu also said that 
the government is tapping 
from their resources 
without compensation 
and urged the government 
to remember them and 
bring development to the 
area.

popularly called 
‘Uduakormmili’ by 
his admirers,”I thank 
God Almighty. I 
thank Governor Willie 
Obiano’s of  Anambra 
State and the Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Trade, Commerce and 
Wealth Creation, Chief  
Uchenna Okafor(Wiper) 
and Ochanja market 
stakeholders for an 
opportunity to serve 
the traders in Ochanja 

The secretary of  
the community, Mr. 
Nnanna Joel disclosed 
that most of  the youths 
in their area were 
promised employment 
by the government but it 
has  not been actualised 
also he disclosed that 
the community donated 
some lands for the 
building of  the LGA but 
the remains of  the lands  
has been sold to villagers 
for farming purposes 
instead of  returning the 
lands to the original 
owners for farming.

The community 
amidst its achievemen t 
in a bid to support its 

families has mapped out 
hectares of  land turned 
into an estate for every 
male in the community 
both married and 
unmarried to enable 
them build a house of  
their own.

They also disclosed 
that the community 
do not have access to 
primary health facility, 
this they said has 
become a concern as it 
pertains to their women 
who travel far to get 
medical attention while 
in labour.

They stated also that 
there is the need to 
power the available 

Soludo inauguration: Traders gives Obiano 14-days 
ultimatum to form new leadership in Onitsha market

T
raders under the 
aegis of  Onitsha 
Drug Market 

Traders, Anambra State 
at the Drug International 
Market Onitsha 
popularly known as 
(Ogbogwu), has given 
the state governor, Willie 
Obiano, fourteen days 
ultimatum to conduct 
election to elect new 
leadership ahead of  the 
governor-elect, Professor 
Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo’s inauguration.

The inauguration of  
Prof. Soludo, as the next 
governor of  Anambra 
state, is expected to hold 
March 17, 2022. Mr. 
Leo Ezievuo, who spoke 
on behalf  of  the traders 
in a protest held at the 

By Grace Ofurum transformer so as to 
supply light to the 
community because the 
solar power they use is 
not sufficient.

They also stressed 
that the village head 
who overseas over 
1000 villagers should 
be incorporated by 
the government in the 
affairs that concerns the 
community.

They maintained 
that the government 
should take up their 
core responsibility and 
not abandoning them 
in the hands of  the 
community.

The village head 

State Ministry of  Trade, 
Commerce, Market and 
Wealth Creation complex 
Awka, on Tuesday, 
appealed to the governor 
to listen to their plight, 
noting that the drug 
market is peaceful and 
devoid of  violence for the 
conduct of  such election.

He appealed to the 
governor-elect, Prof. 
Soludo, to talk to his 
incoming predecessor, 
Willie Obiano, to do 
the needful by forming 
a new leadership at the 
Drug section of  Onitsha 
market, (known as 
Ogbogwu market), to 
compliment his plan 
agenda for Ndi-Anambra.

He also appealed for the 
intervention of  the State 
Commissioner for Trade, 
Commerce, Market and 

Wealth Creation, Hon. 
Uchenna Okafor to 
enable them elect their 
preferred leaders.

Ezievuo, said that 
election was needed as 
traders have prepared 
and ready to elect their 
leaders, revealing that 
those who are protesting 
against the election have 
no stake in the market 
and were sponsored by 
those who felt that the 
election might not favour 
them if  conducted.

The market leader, 
who frowned at the none 
conduct of  the election 
on the stipulated date, 
noted that some people 
indulged in fabricating all 
manners of  lies against 
the Commissioner, 
Caretaker Chairman of  
the Ogbogwu Market and 

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

Onitsha Market.
“I pray that God will 

remember everyone of  
us until we get to the 
Next level according 
to our heart desires. I 
promise to recognize and 
carry everybody along in 
decision making and I am 
willing to welcome ideas 
and obey instructions 
that will be in the interest 
of  both the Government 
and Traders,” Aniakor 
assured.

in a message to the 
community urged them 
to continue to maintain 
peace and order as he 
stated that the area is not 
known for lawlessness 
hence the peace and 
stability that is being 
experienced amidst so 
many security issues 
experience in other 
parts of  the state. He 
also called for the unity, 
love, progress and also 
encouraged the youths to 
embrace education and 
be enlightened so as to 
contribute meaningfully 
to the growth and 
development of  the 
area.

traders in general.
He described those 

people as miscreants who 
never allowed peace to 
reigns in the market, just 
as he averred that all the 
allegations that market 
is in violence and traders 
are in loggerhead with 
each other are false alarm 
and unfounded.

In his brief  response, 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of  Trade, 
Commerce and Wealth 
Creation, Barrister Ike 
Samuel Chinedu, who 
spoke on behalf  of  his 
Commissioner, Hon. 
Uche Okafor, promised 
to conduct the election 
in no distance time. He 
assured them that their 
demands will be made 
known to the governor as 
soon as possible.
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to add value on
productivity
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h e  Ro s i c r u c i a n TOrder (AMORC) 
has urged Nigerians 

to add more value and 
seriousness in their daily 
pursuit and productivity to 
build a resilient and strong 
socio-economic nation. 

The Grand Master of  
AMORC for Nigeria and 
English Speaking West 
Africa, Dr. Kenneth Idiodi, 
made the plea during an 
interaction with journalists 
after he delivered a keynote 
address at the 46th Eastern 
R e g i o n a l  R o t a t i o n a l 
Conclave (ERRC) being 
held in Enugu.

The keynote address was 
on the theme: "Leadership 
and Nation Building: The 
Rosicrucian Perspective".

Idiodi noted that if  
leaders and people had 
shown more value addition 
and seriousness in all they 
do, “no one or any nation 
will ever look at us as a 
failed state and AMORC 
believes Nigeria has been 
humanly  and div ine ly 
endowed to succeed”.

The grand master also 
u r g e d  a l l  t i e r s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
development partners to do 
a l l  t o  f i x  t h e  p o w e r 
(electricity) issue. 

“ Wi t h o u t  c o n s t a n t 
power and energy, we can 
do little in our quest for 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d 
technological growth as a 
nation,” he noted.

According to him, if  we 
w o r k  h a r d  a n d  g e t 
determined to succeed; 
Nigeria will be the next 
destination of  everybody in 

the world just as Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirate 
(UAE) is today; we can even 
surpass Dubai. 

Idiodi urged Nigerians 
to continually pray and 
meditate for the betterment 
of  the country as well as 

speak positively,  bring 
p o s i t i v e  e n e r g y  a n d 
constructive ways of  doing 
things without engaging in 
u n n e c e s s a r y  n e g a t ive 
attitudes on issues.

“A s  a  c i t i z e n  o f  a 
country, we are constantly 

impacted by spiritual and 
p s y c h i c  r a d i a t i o n 
emanating from our fellow 
citizens. 

“We are also through 
our thought, words, and 
deeds contributing to the 
overall spiritual edifice of  
the  na t ion ,  o therwise 
known as the egregore of  
the nation.

“If  majority of  us do our 
work diligently, our country 
will be great. It is as simple 
as that,” he said. 

On the theme of  the 
conclave, the grand master 
said that leadership entails 
taking responsibility and 
ensuring that things work, 
adding: “Putting blame on 

others as a leader means we 
a r e  n o t   t a k i n g 
responsibility”.

He said that leadership 
also entails sacrificing for 
others and things to work 
out, noting that leaders in 
every sphere of  life should 
b e  e l e c t e d  b a s e d  o n 
“competence, character and 
capacity”

He said: “We expect the 
best from our leaders but 
often fail to ask ourselves 
what kind of  followers we 
are. In our bid for a better 
nation, we must evaluate 
our roles in supporting good 
leadership.

“Even when our leaders 
make mistakes (as humans) 
o r  d i s a p p o i n t  o u r 
expectations; it is far more 
profitable to address this 
constructively rather than 
destructively.

“If  we are in a position 
t o  c r i t i c i s e  a n y t h i n g , 
constructive criticism is the 
way to go rather than 
destructive criticism”.

Idiodi further explained 
that AMORC is dedicated 
t o  t h e  s t u d y  a n d 
investigation of  universal 
l aws,  add ing  tha t  the 
understanding of  these laws 
is applied practically in our 
daily lives for the attainment 
of  health, happiness and 
peace.

 “One of  the universal 
laws of  nature is the law of  
unity. This law manifests in 
various ways in nature. An 
e x a m p l e  o f  i t s 
manifestation can be seen in 
c o m mu n a l  l i v i n g  ( b y 
humans),” he noted.

News Analysis

We expect the best from our leaders but 
often fail to ask ourselves what kind of  
followers we are. In our bid for a better 
nation, we must evaluate our roles in 

supporting good leadership. Even when our 
leaders make mistakes (as humans) or 

disappoint our expectations; it is far more 
profitable to address this constructively 
rather than destructively. If  we are in a 

position to criticise anything, constructive 
criticism is the way to go rather than 

destructive criticism

“

“Without constant power and 
energy, we can do little in our 
quest for socio-economic and 

technological growth as a 
nation.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu
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We’re set for indefinite strike, 
FG dribbling us – ASUU
T

he Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities 
has said its members 

in universities across the 
country would embark on 
another strike soon should 
the Federal Government 
fail to implement the 
Memorandum of  Action it 
signed with the union last 
year.

The Chairman of  ASUU 
at the Ladoke Akintola 
University of  Technology, 
Ogbomoso, Dr Biodun 
Olaniran, and  Secretary, 
Dr. Toyin Abegunrin, who 
said this in a statement 
issued after the congress of  
the union held on Monday, 
stressed that the failure of  
the government  to fully 
implement the agreement 
was worrisome.

The union said it had 
resolved to embark on 
an indefinite strike if  the 
Federal Government failed 
to accede to its demands 
within a certain period of  
time.

It said members resolved 
to embark on an indefinite 
strike since the government 
was not ready to do the 
needful.

While asking Nigerians 
to prevail on the government 
to avert the impending 
strike, the union said it had 
allowed many stakeholders 
to talk to the government, 
which had portrayed the 
union as a dog, which could 
only bark but could not bite.

The statement read in 
part, “Our union, ASUU, 

is using this medium to 
call upon the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria 
once again to implement 
the agreement it signed with 
ASUU. It is unfortunate 
to mention that the FG 
signed an agreement with 
the ASUU since 2009, 
but the agreement is not 
implemented till date.

“The agreement was 
renegotiated in the name of  
peace. But to our dismay, 
the government has refused 
to sign the renegotiated 
agreement. In order to make 
the implementation of  the 

agreement easy for the FG, 
the union has limited its 
demand to only three.

“These include the 
signing/implementation of  
the renegotiated agreement 
of  2009; and the adoption of  
the University Transparency 
and Accountability Software 
instead of  the controversial 
IPPIS.”

Similarly, the Chairman, 
ASUU, Kwara State 
University, Malete, Dr Salau 
Sheu, said that the Federal 
Government was trying 
to dodge its responsibility 
by directing ministers to 

oversee the implementation 
of  the MoA.

He said, “It is wrong for 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to assign two 
ministers to oversee the 
implementation of  the 
Memorandum of  Action 
signed last year with 
ASUU. First, the assigned 
ministers are not part of  
the agreement. Only the 
ministers of  Finance and 
Education were part of  the 
agreement. The Federal 
Government is trying 
to take away university 
autonomy through its 

Proposed strike: ASUU Alex Ekwueme varsity declares Wed Feb 9 lecture free day

T
he Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities 
(ASUU) branch of  

Alex Ekwueme Federal 
University Ndufu Alike, 
AE -FUNAI, Ebonyi State, 
has declared Wednesday, as 
work free day to mobilize 
the congress towards 
proposed oncoming strike 
action.

In a statement from 
the branch chairperson, 

Comrade Ogugua Egwu, 
in Abakaliki who stated 
this further added that in 
addition, the academic 
staff  would not take part 
in meetings and any other 
university activity on 
Wednesday.

Comrade Egwu said the 
mobilization congress was 
meant to properly enlighten 
the academic staff  on what 
the strike action entailed 
and what necessitated it.

He said ASUU was 

aggrieved that for over 
12 years, the federal 
government has failed to 
review the conditions of  
service of  academic staff  
even after various MoUs 
and MoAs have been 
willingly signed by the 
FG and ASUU. Making 
them among the least paid 
lecturers in the world.

Members are also not 
happy that the salary being 
paid through monstrous 
IPPIS had further increased 

designed programmes 
and it is trying to shy 
away from implementing 
the resolutions of  the 
negotiations.

“ASUU is having its 
National Executive Council 
meeting at the University of  
Lagos on February 12 and 
13. If  nothing is done by the 
government between now 
and then, the lecturers may 
go on strike.”

However, the Chairman 
of  the University of  Ilorin 
branch of  ASUU, Prof  
Moyosore Ajao, said the 
branch would observe 
the work-free-day today 
(Tuesday.)

Members of  the 
University of  Abuja chapter 
of  the union are set to meet 
on Wednesday over the 
proposed industrial action.

The Chairman of  the 
union, Dr Kasim Umaru, 
disclosed this in an 
interview with one of  our 
correspondents on Monday.

Umaru explained that 
members of  ASUU in the 
chapter would meet on 
Wednesday and come up 
with resolutions.

“We are meeting 
this week, precisely on 
Wednesday, and we are 
going to make our own 
resolutions. The government 
has failed to honour our 
demands times without 
numbers. The plan is to hold 
our congress on Wednesday, 
make our own decision and 
transmit it to the national 
body,” he stated.

Meanwhile, a member 
of  the ASUU National 
Executive Council, 
who spoke to one of  
our correspondents on 
condition of  anonymity, 
stated that the union would 
have no choice but to 
embark on another strike.

“At this point, we have no 
choice but to go on strike; 
that is the only language the 
government understands. 
We have been going back 
and forth, but it seems as if  
they are not ready to listen 
and do what is right,” the 
NEC member said.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

their sufferings because of  
the extreme confusion and 
inconsistencies associated 
with the payment platform.

He said that if  the 
grievances of  ASUU were 
not addressed, the proposed 
strike action would be total 
and comprehensive and 
indefinite. He also disclosed 
that an implementation 
task committee had been 
set up by the union to 
monitor compliance to the 
lecture-free day.
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UNIZIK indebted to media for
administrative excellence
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Vice Chan-
cellor, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe Universi-
ty, Awka (NAU), 

Prof. Charles Esimone, 
Tuesday, vowed to sustain 
what he called a symbiot-
ic relationship existing be-
tween the citadel of  learn-
ing and the Nigeria Union 
of  Journalists (NUJ) An-
ambra State council.

According to Esimone, 
the relationship had been 
the fulcrum behind the 
success stories of  his ad-
ministration as the univer-
sity Vice Chancellor.

Esimone, who disclosed 
this while receiving the 
State working commit-

tee of  the NUJ Anambra 
State council in his office, 
recalled that the media had 
never relented in publicis-
ing his achievements in 
office especially the Project 
200, a work plan his ad-
ministration was anchored 
on which stands on a five-
pronged strategy of  Push 
for Academic Excellence, 
Productive Public/Com-
munity Service, Adminis-
trative Reforms, Discipline 
and Advancements.

“The vision of  my ad-
ministration as a Vice 
Chancellor cannot be 
achieved without the me-
dia. They are the eyes and 
lenses through which the 
world see the university. 
We will continue to work 
in a symbiotic way. We will 

keep on building and re-
building our relationship,” 
Esimone noted.

He also assured the new 
State Chairman of  NUJ, 
Dr. Odogwu Emeka Odog-
wu and his team that the 
UNIZIK would support 

their administration to suc-
ceed through impartation 
of  knowledge  and other 
necessary resources. 

Earlier, the State Chair-
man, NUJ, Anambra State 
Council, Dr. Odogwu 
Emeka Odogwu, thanked 
the Vice Chancellor for 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bout 180 patients  
suffering from eye 
problems have 

been provided with free 
medicated eyeglasses and 
free eye examinations in 
Ubakala, Umuahia South 
LGA of  Abia State.

The glasses were dis-
tributed to the patients 
by a non-governmental 
organisation, Women of  
Faith Fellowship during a 
free eye examination out-
reach, held at Fulfilling 
Apostolic Church Inter-
national, Laguru, Ubaka-
la, Umuahia South LGA.

Conducting the ex-
ercise, the leader of  
the medical team, Dr. 
Chinedu Boniface, an op-
tician, explained that the 
patients were first exam-
ined by his team to deter-
mine their eye challenges 
before the medicated eye-
glasses were handed to 
them.

Dr. Boniface who  said 
sight problems were big 
challenges to many peo-
ple in the world, especial-
ly the adult population in 
Africa,  warned Nigerians 
against exposing their 
eyes to harmful substanc-
es and other dangerous 
activities.

The founder of  Women 
of  Faith Fellowship who 
sponsored the outreach , 
Pastor Edith Chima-Orji 
said patients drawn from 
Abia and  some neighbor-
ing States were captured 
during the event.

She added that apart 
from sharing eye glasses, 
her foundation donated 
food to some patients at 
Federal Medical Centre 
(FMC) Umuahia and 
Agape motherless babies’ 
home, Ubakala.

One of  the beneficiaries 
who received medicat-
ed glasses, Mrs. Theresa 
Onyenehu, from Obowo 
LGA of  Imo State said 
she was attracted to the 
event by an announce-
ment in the media, add-
ing that “I want to live, 
see and enjoy the fruits of  
my labour.”

The General Overse-
er of  Fulfilled Gospel 
Church International, 
Bishop Shedrack Ubani 
in whose church the out-
reach was held, praised 
the initiative for targeting 
the poor population.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Nigeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ), 
Anambra State Coun-

cil has secured partnership 
with two notable universi-
ties in the state for annual 
training and mentorship of  
students in the faculty or de-
partment of  mass commu-
nication and other media 
related studies. 

The programme endowed 
by Prof. Chinyere Stella 
Okunna, the first female 
professor of  Mass Commu-
nication in Africa, would be 
championed by the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Awka 
and Paul’s University Awka 
under the name, Professor 
Chinyere Stella Okunna 
Communication and Media 
Studies Town and Gown 
Series.

According to the spon-
sor, Prof. Okunna, the pro-
gramme was a powerful 
tool for preparing students 
to become professionals on 
graduation through the es-
tablishment of  strong col-
laboration between them 
and practising communica-

tion and media profession-
als.

Okunna, who recently as-
sumed office as the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Academ-
ics of  the Paul’s Universi-
ty, Awka, disclosed this on 
Tuesday while receiving the 
executive members of  NUJ 
Anambra State Council in 
the office of  the University’s 
Vice Chancellor.

She said that the pro-
gramme which started last 
year at Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka has equal-
ly been approved by her new 
institution and would be run 
in partnership with the state 
Council of  NUJ every year.

“This can be done through 
formal Town and Gown 
interaction, where Town 
represents practising profes-
sionals and gown comprises 
students and their teachers 
in faculties of  Communi-
cation and Media Studies 
in universities. This is un-
doubtedly the way to go for 
any university which aspires 
to make an impact in this 
field in the modern world,” 
she stated.

Also speaking, the Vice 
Chancellor, Paul’s Uni-

Persons with Disabilities protest, demand justice for member killed in Anambra.

giving the university radio 
station, UNIZIK a face-
lift, including provision of  
welfare and enabling en-
vironment for staff  of  the 
medium, students and ac-
ademic and non-academic 
staff  to succeed in their en-

deavours.
Odogwu also eulogised 

the Vice Chancellor for sus-
tainance of  the Mass Com-
munication Professional 
Diploma programme be-
ing run in the university in 
partnership with the NUJ.

versity, Awka, Venerable 
Prof. Obiora Cyril Nwosu, 
stressed that the institution 
was on a course to rebuild 
the university so as to build 
a society where students 
upon graduation would be-
come employer of  labour.

Nwosu also disclosed 
that Paul’s University had 
appointed the former Rec-
tor of  Federal Polytechnic 
Oko, Prof. Godwin Onu as 
its Deputy Vice Chancel-
lor (Administration) and 
Director of  Postgraduate 
Programmes, adding that 
the citadel of  learning has 
reaccredited 12 academic 
programmes, secured nec-
essary ground for running 
academic programmes on 
Law, Thearter Arts and 
Film studies, and Library 
Science, and appealed for 
media partnership to reposi-
tion the institution. 

Earlier, the new Anambra 
State Council Chairman of  
NUJ, Dr. Odogwu Eme-
ka Odogwu, urged the 55 
Diocese of  Anglican Com-
munion in Nigeria, the uni-
versity’s proprietor to rise to 
improve on their support to 
the institution, assuring that 

the media would try their 
best to position the universi-
ty on the world map.

Senate passes 
Civil Aviation
Bill

T
he Senate has passed 
the Civil Aviation Bill 
2022, which seeks to 

repeal the Civil Aviation Act 
2006.

The passage of  the bill fol-
lowed the consideration of  a 
report by the Committee on 
Aviation.

Chairman of  the Commit-
tee, Senator Smart Adeyemi, 
in his presentation, said the 
aim of  the bill was to provide 
an effective legal and Insti-
tutional framework for the 
regulation of  civil aviation 
in Nigeria to confirm with 
the standards and recom-
mended practices set by the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO). He 
added that the piece of  legis-
lation would, among others, 
establish rules of  operation 
and divisions of  responsibil-
ity within the Nigerian civil 
aviation system in order to 
promote aviation safety.
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Pay your workers regularly to achieve
tax target, PFN tells employers
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Assistant Secre-
tary, Pentecostal Fel-
lowship of  Nigeria 

(PFN),  Southeastern states 
and the General Overseer 
of  Christ Generation Min-
istry  Rev. Blessed Amalam-
bu has challenged Nigerian 
leaders and other employers 
of  labour in the country to 
pay their workers  regularly 
and handsomely.

He observed that only 
prompt and commensurate 
payment of  workers would 
encourage the them to  pay 
their taxes.

Rev Amalambu who gave 
the charge in Umuahi a 
while speaking to journal-
ists, said a worker deserved 
his wages to perform his 
civic responsibility of  tax 
payment.

Rev Amalambu, who is 
also the secretary of  PFN in 
Abia State, pointed out that 
a cordial labour environ-
ment was instrumental for a 
thriving economy.

He also encouraged work-
ers against evading tax ob-
ligations as doing so would 
retrogress the nation’s econ-

omy.
“All of  us are stakeholders 

in the governance of  Nige-
ria, though some of  us are 
not at the apex of  policy 
making, but we are at the 
background, making use-
ful suggestions on how to 

keep Nigeria as one; how to 
improve on our infrastruc-
tural development and fight 
against whatever that will 
bring about the collapse of  
the unity of  Nigeria.

“So, I will advice the gov-
ernment to make it easier 

for taxpayers to pay, they 
should be paid regularly, so 
that they will have money 
to offset their bills, contrib-
ute their own quota towards 
the development of  our dear 
states and nation at large”.

On 2023 general elec-

Some participants during the screening exercise in Abakaliki.

Infant, maternal mortality 
reduced in Abia by 71%
- Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu has said 

that his administration has 
reduced infant and mater-
nal mortality in Abia State 
by 71 percent.

This is even as he lament-
ed the falling life expec-
tancy of  Nigerians, but 
assured that through his 
administration’s health pol-
icies, Abians would enjoy 
healthier and longer years 
on earth.

Ikpeazu stated these  in 
Umuahia during the distri-
bution of  medical and hos-
pital equipment to selected 
hospitals in 17 LGAs of  the 
state.

He explained that the 
distributed medical equip-
ment were as a result of  
partnership between his ad-
ministration and a diaspora 
group, Project Cure Initia-
tive as well as donor agen-
cies, adding that healthcare 
of  Abians was of  utmost 
interest to him.

The Governor, who 
charged concerned health-
care authorities in the state 

to utilise the donated mate-
rials for effective healthcare 
delivery, urged Abians to  
key into various health pol-
icies of  his administration.

He warned that the items 
must not to be stolen or mis-
used as inspectors would be 
sent to monitor their utiliza-
tion.

“Whatever that we have 
been doing that has reduced 
infant and maternal mortal-
ity by 71% is worthy of  note 
and should be continued. 
Our intention is to improve 
the life expectancy of  Ndi 
Abia and we have carefully 
crafted a pathway that can 
enable us achieve it”, Ik-
peazu said. 

He further disclosed that 
ninety eight percent areas 
of  the State have so far been 
covered in immunization 
exercises while enrollment 
of  pregnant women and 
their visitation frequency to 
primary healthcare centres 
across the State had equal-
ly increased. Equipment 
distributed during the event 
included patient monitors, 
hospital beds, mattress, gen-
eral consumables, wheel-
chairs, examination coaches 
and delivery tables.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA), 
Anambra State Di-

rectorate, Awka,
Christian Association of  

Nigeria (CAN) Anambra 
State chapter and its Sister 
Organization in the Islamic 
World, Jama’atu Nasril Is-
lam, Anambra state chapter 
have joined hands together 
to sustain a more peaceful 
and united state devoid of  
anarchy.

The event which took 
place at the NOA office in 
Awka, during the week ex-
perienced the presentation 
of  two brand new Nation-
al flags as a mark of  State 
Power and Authority, Peace 
and Unity by the Director 
in Awka, Barrister Charles 
Nwoji,

Recieving the flags, the 
state Chairman, Christian 
Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN), Venerable Joseph 
Nweke, described the event 
as clear demonstration of  
concerted spirit of  sincerity 
on the party of  NOA in the 
Country.

Ven Nweke, who is also 
the Venerable in charge of  
Onitsha Central Archdea-
conry, Diocese on the Ni-
ger, Anglican Communion, 
said that the Church has 
discovered that the unabat-
ed troubles of  the country 
are being instigated by pol-
iticians both at the National 
and State levels with a view 
to creating in-roads for their 
political activities to flour-
ish in the Country.

He said that the Church 
has discovered that trou-
ble of  the country in terms 
of  religious affiliations are 
equally from the politicians, 
adding that no Archbishop 
or even Bishop ever has any 
grudge against any other 
religious faith in Anambra 
State and beyond.

He affirmed that Nigerian 
politicians have also gone 
into what he described as 
religious sentiment so that 
the people could vote them 
into power, saying that the 
whole scenario is boring as 
the politicians use religion 
to shine to the detriment 
of  greater Nigerians, call-
ing on the Christian faithful 
and their Islamic brothers to 

work towards loving their 
neighbours as they love 
themselves.

Speaking on the issues 
on consumption of  crystal 
meth and other dangerous 
drugs in this part of  the 
ountry by the youths and 
the modern grazing of  cows 
in the country the, Vener-
able singled out the estab-
lishment of  ranch as the 
only answer to the vicious 
herders/farmers clashes in 
Anambra State and call-
ing on the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) to work towards 
imbibing the tenets of  confi-
dentiality of  source in their 
information management 
to avoid exposing their in-
formants to danger.

Also, the State Chair-
man, Jama,atu lslam and 
the Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Islamic Af-
fairs, Musa Bello Shelleng, 
thanked Allah for using 
NOA to  organize the auspi-
cious event, especially now 
that the country is facing 
a lot of  challenges, point-
ing out that no Nation can 
thrive without peace.

Anambra NOA, CAN, JNI 
collaborate for a peaceful, 
united state

tions, Amalambu warned 
Nigerians against making 
the wrong choice  as doing 
so would be disastrous.

“We should not be influ-
enced by material things or 
money, we should not allow 
our conscience to be bought 

over. If  we make the wrong 
choice this time, we will 
live to pay the price. Every-
where in Nigeria today is 
in shambles because of  the 
mistakes in the past. This 
time, let all the muslims, 
christians, everybody who 
is pained to the heart by the 
state of  Nigeria, should ral-
ly round and make a very 
reliable choice, a choice 
that we will never regret”.

Soludo ‘ll bring
good governance
- Obiano
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

G
overnor of  Anambra 
State, Chief  Willie 
Obiano, reiterated 

his confidence on ability 
of  Governor-elect, Prof. 
Charles Soludo to deliver on 
his mandate to Anambra.

Obiano stated this on 
Sunday while speaking after 
a holy mass celebrated by 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
of  Onitsha, Most Reverend 
Valerian Okeke during his 
pastoral visit to St. Domi-
nic Parish Agaja, Abatetem, 
Njikoka Local Government 
Area.

Calling on the people to 
give total support to the in-
coming administration, Gov. 
Obiano thanked Abatete for 
mobilising their votes for All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
in the last election, express-
ing optimism that his succes-
sor will perform better than 
he did.

Earlier in a homily, Arch-
bishop Okeke said that faith 
in God is the motivation 
that drives Christians to pray 
consistently for their needs, 
pointing out that faith in 
God shows the limitations 
of  human power and the 
omnipotent powers of  the 
divine, as God is all-powerful 
and all-loving to shower his 
faithful with favours when 
they pray to him.

The Archbishop however 
called on all meaning sons 
and daughters to support the 
new incoming administra-
tion in order to achieve its 
mandate.
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From L-R: Bright Okereke, Mrs. K. C. Iwuoha, Engr. Henry (Sleek) Iwuoha, Mr. Alex Iwuoha, Chief 
Anayo Nwaogu (Chopper) with his baby (middle), Mr. Eddy Anuforo, Mr. Julius (Commander) Okoro and 
Mr. Emeka Iheanacho, during a condolence visit by the family of Chief Linus Okeke of Ohoba in Ohaji, in 
honour of Chopper’s late father Hon. Chief (Sir) Longinus Nwaogu. 

T
he All Progressives 
Congress, APC 
has inaugurated 

the Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Engr. David 
Umahi, as the Chairman 
of  the national campaign 
council of  the Party for 
the forthcoming FCT 
Area Council election.

Umahi was inaugurated 
alongside Gov. Abdullahi 
Sule, co-chairman, and 
131 members at the 
International Conference 
Center, Central Area, 
Abuja on Monday.

I n a u g u r a t i n g 
the Committee, 
the Chairman of  
the Extraordinary 
Convention Planning 
Committee and Governor 

of  Yobe State, Alhaji Mai 
Mala Buni represented by 
Senator Yusuf  Abubakar 
expressed hope in the 
composition of  the 
Committee ably Chaired 
by Governor Umahi.

He urged Governor 
Umahi and members of  
his Committee to fasten 
their seatbelts and ensure 
the victory of  the APC in 
the forthcoming election 
in the Council.

Responding on behalf  
of  other members of  the 
Committee, Governor 
Umahi thanked the 
Leadership of  the Party 
for finding them worthy to 
serve and pledged to work 
assiduously to deliver on 
their assignments.

2023: Group lauds political parties 
for supporting  young aspirants

Umahi chairs APC 
National campaign 
council for FCT election

A 
Non Governmental 
Organization (NGO) 
The YIAGA Africa 

has lauded various political 
parties in Enugu State for 
creating the political space and 
support for young aspirants.

The Programme 
Manager of  YIAGA 
Africa, Mr.  Ibrahim Faruk, 
gave the commendation 
yesterday during a Town 
Hall Meeting with political 
parties participating in the 
forthcoming Feb. 23 Local 
Government Elections in 
Enugu State.

According to Faruk, 
YIAGA Africa appreciated 
the leadership of  political 
parties for expressing their 
commitment to support young 
people as well as women with 
their structure, financial and 
material resources in the 
forthcoming council election 
in the state.

“We are happy to notice 
during the town hall meeting 
a healthy appetite and 
concessions for young men 
and women to participate 
in the forthcoming local 
government election in Enugu, 
regardless of  challenges, from 
the political parties,” he said.

He said that YIAGA Africa 
wants to create awareness 
around the local government 
election, adding: “Most 
times, when it comes to local 
government elections, there 
seems to be a kind of  apathy 
hence the need for these 
sensitisation meetings”.

Faruk also said that 
the meeting had created a 
platform for young candidates 

and women to engage 
stakeholders in the electoral 
process both political party 
leadership and the electoral 
umpire for the forthcoming 
election.

Earlier during the meeting, 
some leaders of  political 
parties alleged that some 
members of  Enugu State 
Independent Electoral 
Commission (ENSIEC), the 
state’s electoral umpire, are 
card carrying members of  the 
state ruling party - Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

They were of  the view that 
they are ready to support and 
fully back youths and women 
in the party but were getting 
frustrated with the knowledge 
of  the election not being free 
and fair.

The state’s Chairman of  
Providence People’s Congress 
(PPC), Mr. Newman 
Chukwuegbo, said that the 
development had demoralised 
the electorate and those 
with intention to contest for 
chairmanship and councilor 
positions.

“That is why there is low 
participation because people 
are saying why should we go 
and spend our money when 
we do not have chances of  
winning,” Chukwuegbo said.

Speaking, the state’s 
Chairman of  Green Party 
of  Nigeria, Dr. Afam Ani, 
alleged that initially, ENSIEC 
wanted to frustrate people by 
demanding charges and tax 
clearance but were stopped 
when they were reminded of  
an existing court judgment 
jettisoning such demands.

In the same vein, State 
Chairman of  Action Alliance, 
Mr. Festus Ogbonna, said 

his party fielded candidates 
in eight local governments, 
adding the party faithful were 
afraid the election would be 
conducted in a credible, free 
and fair manner.

YIAGA Africa is a non-

profit civic hub of  change 
makers committed to the 
promotion of  democratic 
governance, human rights and 
civic engagement. It would 
be recalled that YIAGA 
championed the passage of  

Not-Too-Young-To-Run Law.
Since the passage of  the 

Not-Too-Young-To-Run law, 
Nigeria has made steady 
progress in mainstreaming 
youth participation in politics 
and governance.

YIAGA Africa intends 
to once again, through the 
Run To Win Project, amplify 
the influx of  competent 
youths into politics as their 
participation is critical to 
democratic governance.

ASUU spits fire: Act 
now to avoid disruption 
of academic activities

 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Academic 
Staff  Union  of  
Universities(ASUU),  

Imo state Chapter has joined 
its counterparts  in other 
public  universities across 
the country to mandate 
the government to fully 
implement the agreement 
it had with Federal 
government since 2009.

In a statement released 
by the association during 
a press conference, the as-
sociation through its chair-
man, Comrade Augustine 
Odinakachukwu  Ejiogu 
disclosed that the failure 
of  the federal government 
to fulfill the agreement has 
led to an incessant strike 
action embarked by the 
Academic body.

He maintained that 
the federal government 
has the habit of  failing to 
implement agreement it 
reached with ASUU.

“there is a 2009 
agreement reached by 
ASUU and the federal, 
in spite of  the fact that 
the agreement was long 
overdue for renegotiation, 
ASUU/FGN in may 
2021 renegotiated the 
agreement, to date, the 
FGN has been playing the 
ostrich and in effect not 
signed the renegotiated 
2009 agreement’’, he 
stated.

The association further 
urged the president, 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
sign and implement the 
renegotiated 2009 ASUU/
FGN agreement or face 
the consequence of  total 

and indefinite strike.
 According to the 

statement, the issues that 
needs to be addressed by 
FGN includes, non release 
of   the needs assessment  
funds for the revitalization 
of  public universities, 
payment of  earned 
academic allowance and 
the issue of  integrated 
personal and payroll and 
the university transparency 
and accountability 
solution.

It noted that the 
salary of  a professor is 
less than $1000 from the 
$3000 it was in 2009. The 
association lamented that 
the situation is shameful, 
pathetic and a minus to 
effort being made towards 
improving the standard of  
University education in 
the state.

The association thereby 
stated that it will no longer 
enter into any agreement 
with the FGN if  the 
existing ones have not 
been fully implemented 
and threatens not to back 
out in any strike if  the 
government fails to honour 
its agreement with them.

It further called on 
Nigerians, traditional 
and religious leaders, 
civil society groups, 
leaders of  thought and all 
stakeholders to prevail on 
the government to fully 
implement the agreements 
reached with ASUU. They 
also beckoned on the 
parents,  students  and  the 
masses to support ASUU 
in its fight to rescue the 
public universities from 
going into ruins.



he Nigeria Police TF o r c e  h a s  
withdrawn a case 

against the owner of Hilton 
Hotels and Resorts, Ile-Ife, 

lomoro community 

Oi n  I s o k o  S o u t h 
Local Government 

Area, Delta State, has been 
thrown into confusion as an 
e l d e r l y  w o m a n  w a s 
reportedly macheted to 
d e a t h  b y  a  s u s p e c t e d 
ritualist.

It was gathered that the 
deceased, whose identity 
could not be ascertained at 
press time, was sleeping in 
her house in the Ukoli 
quarters of  the community 
when she was killed.

n  Upper  Area 

ACourt sitting in 
G w a g w a l a d a , 

F C T ,  o n  T u e s d a y , 
sentenced a 22-year-old 
fashion designer, Kelvin 
Moses  to  three  years 
i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r 
abducting and defiling a 
14-year-old girl.

The police charged 
M o s e s,  w h o  l i ve s  i n 
Gwagwalada, FCT, with 
abduction.

The Judge, Sani Umar 
sentenced the convict 
without an option of  a fine 
after he showed remorse 
for his action and pleaded 

for leniency.
“I am sentencing you 

without any option of  fine 
since you have confessed to 
have impregnated her elder 
sister earlier and also had 
carnal knowledge of  a 14-
year-old girl.

“You have also infected 
her with a disease that was 
not treated which has 
resulted in her abandoning 
school and staying at 
home,” he held.

Umar said that the 
punishment would serve as 
a deterrent to those who 
would want to indulge in 
such an act.

Earlier, the Prosecution 
C o u n s e l ,  A b u d u l a h i 
Tanko, told the court that 
the complainant, Janet 
Isaac, reported the matter 
at the Gwagwalada police 
station on Jan. 6.

Tanko said that the 

c o n v i c t  t o o k  t h e 
c o m p l a i n a n t ' s 
granddaughter who is 14 to 
his house and defiled her.

The offence, he said, 
contravened the provision 
of  Section 272 of  the Penal 
Code.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  t h e 
woman, in her eighties, was 
found in the pool of  her 
blood in the early hours of  
the day with some parts of  
her body missing.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
caused panic in the area as 
women thronged the streets 
of  the community protesting 
the gruesome murder of  the 
octagenarian.

A source, who craved 
anonymity,  sa id:  “The 
woman was ki l led this 
morning (Monday) and the 

community is accusing a boy 
of  killing her because they 
found the woman's handbag 
in his possession.

“On seeing the bag with 
him, they beat the boy to 
stupor. In the process, the 
police came in and put the 
situation under control.”

Another source said: “It 
is painful that these days, 
people can no longer sleep 
with their two eyes closed 
because of  killings here and 
there majorly for ritual 
purposes. The government 

can no longer guarantee the 
security of  people's lives and 
property.”

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident, the Police Public 
Relations Officer of  the state 
command, Mr Bright Edafe, 
said: “A woman was killed 
but none of  her body parts 
was missing.”

Edafe said the police 
had deposited the body of  
the woman in the mortuary, 
noting: “From what we 
discovered, the suspect that 
killed the woman is mentally 
deranged.”

n FCT High Court 

Asitting in Kubwa, 
o n  T u e s d a y 

sentenced a 23- year-old 
man, Friday Owoicho to 
four months in prison for 
impersonation.

Owoicho who pleaded 
g u i l t y  t o  t h e  c h a r g e 
preferred against him by the 
Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(EFCC), begged the court 
for leniency, according to 
reports.

J u s t i c e  K e z z i a h 
Ogbonnaya sentenced 
Owoicho without an option 
of  a fine and warned him to 

desist from committing 
crimes.

Earlier, the prosecution 
counsel, Chiamaka Njoku 
told the court that a plea 
bargain agreement had 
been signed by the defence 
counsel, Timothy Istifanus 
and its terms adopted.

Njoku said the terms of  
the plea bargain was for the 
defendant to depose to an 
affidavit of  good conduct 
and a sentence of  nine 
months imprisonment or 
an option of  N200, 000 
fine.

She also told the court 
that Owoicho fraudulently 
impersonated an American 
citizen, Jesse Phillips, 
through a hangout account 
with an email address, 
jesserphilips693@gmail.co
m sometime in 2021.

T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n 
counsel  said Owoicho 
committed the crime with 
intent to obtain the sum of  
150 euros, adding that the 
offence contravened section 
(22) (2) (b)ii of  the Cyber 
Crimes Act 2015.

2021. 
It was learnt that the 

police told an Abuja High 
Court that the Force 
wished to discontinue all 

Rahmon Adedoyin; and 
six others charged with the 
mu r d e r  o f  T i m o t hy  
Adegoke, who died at the 
hotel on November 6, 

proceedings in the murder 
c a s e  f o r  “ f u r t h e r  
investigation”. 

Others charged with 
the  educat ionis t  a re  

Adedeji Adesola, 23; 
Magdalene Chiefuna, 24; 
Adeniyi Aderogba, 37; 
Oluwale Lawrence, 37; 
Oyetunde Kazeem, 38; 
Adebayo Kunle, 35, and 
others still at large. 

The police had moved 
Adedoyin and the six 
others from Osun State to 
Abuja for investigation and 
prosecution.

According to the case 
summary and proof  of  
evidence earlier filed by the 
police, Adedoyin is being 
charged with illegally 
disposing of  Adegoke's 
b o d y,  a l t e r i n g  a n d  
cancelling his payment 
receipt and removal of  the 
hotel's CCTV cameras 
with intent to destroy 
evidence. 

But in a 'Notice of  
Discontinuation of  Charge 
No.CR/015/2022 brought 
pursuant to Section 108 of  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
Criminal Act 2015', on 
February 7, 2022, the 
police told the court to 
discontinue the matter. 

“Take notice that the 
complainant discontinues 
all of  the proceedings in 
this case against the above 
named defendants for 
further investigation,” said 
Ochogwu Ogbeh of  the 
Legal and Prosecution 
Section of  the Force 
Criminal Investigation 

Department, Abuja. 
One of  the counsels for 

the defendants, Yusuf  Alli 
(SAN), confirmed the 
development to newsmen 
on Tuesday.

It had earlier been 
reported that the student 
died in controversial 
circumstances where he 
lodged at the hotel to sit for 
an examination. He was 
subsequently buried by the 
hotel management in a 
shallow grave without the 
knowledge of  his family or 
the police. 

Human rights lawyer, 
Femi Falana, had asked the 
Inspector General of  
Police, Usman Baba, to 
transfer the suspects from 
the Abuja court to a 
competent court in Osun 
State. 

Falana, who is the 
lawyer to the family of  the 
deceased Master's student 
of  Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, made 
the request in a letter dated 
February 4, 2022. 

The senior lawyer had 
argued that the criminal 
offences were said to have 
been committed at Ile-Ife 
and that the suspects ought 
to have been charged 
b e f o r e  a  c o u r t  o f  
competent jurisdiction in 
Osun. 
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i ge r ians  have  

Ntaken to social 
media to express 

concern, frustration and 
anger over fuel scarcity, 
which is biting harder in 
some parts of  the country.

Long queues were 
spotted earlier today in 
parts of  Lagos and Abuja, 
causing motorists to hike 
fare amidst  g r idlock 

nternational Monetary IFund said that the 
Nigerian economy was 

recovering from a historic 
downturn benefitting from 
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y 
support, rising oil prices 
and international financial 
assistance. 

IMF disclosed this in a 
statement issued from its 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n 
Washington D.C. 

The organisation said 
N i g e r i a  e x i t e d  t h e 
recession in fourth quarter 
2020 and output rose by 4.1 
per cent (year-on-year) in 
the third quarter, with 
broad based growth except 
for the oil sector, which is 
f a c i n g  s e c u r i t y  a n d 
technical challenges. 

“Growth is projected 
at 3 per cent for 2021. 

Headline inflation rose 
s h a r p l y  d u r i n g  t h e 
pandemic reaching a peak 
of  18.2 per cent year-or-
year in March 2021 but has 
since declined to 15.6 per 
cent in December, helped 
by the new harvest season 
and  open ing  o f  l and 
borders.

“ R e p o r t e d 
unemployment rates (end 
2020) are yet to come down 
but more recent COVID-19 
monthly surveys show 
employment back at its 
pre-pandemic level,'' it 
stated. 

Despite the recovery in 
oil prices, the general 
government fiscal deficit is 
projected to widen in 2021 
to 5.9 per cent of  Gross 
D o m e s t i c  P r o d u c t , 
reflecting implicit fuel 

remain a challenge.
“ L e v e l s  o f  f o o d 

insecurity have risen and 
t h e  p o v e r t y  r a t e  i s 
estimated to have risen 
during the pandemic.'' 

The  in te r na t iona l 
body, however, said that 
the outlook faced balanced 
risks, saying that on the 
downside, low vaccination 
rates expose Nigeria to 
future pandemic waves and 
new variants, including the 
ongoing Omicron variant. 

It stated that higher 
debt service to government 
revenues (through higher 
U.S. interest rates and/or 
increase borrowing) poses 
r i s k s  f o r  f i s c a l 

sustainability. 
“A  w o r s e n i n g  o f  

violence and insecurity 
could  a l so  dera i l  the 
recovery. On the upside, 
the non-oil sector could be 
stronger, benefitting from 
i t s  r e c e n t  g r o w t h 
momentum, supportive 
credit policies, and higher 
production from the new 
Dangote refinery. 

“Nigeria's ratification 
of  the African Continental 
Free Trade Agreement 
could also yield a positive 
boost to the non-oil sector 
while oil production could 
rebound, supported by the 
more generous terms of  the 
Petroleum Industry Act,” 

the statement noted.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

statement, under Article 
IV of  the IMF's Articles of  
Agreement, the IMF holds 
bilateral discussions with 
members, usually every 
year. 

A staff  team visits the 
country, collects economic 
and financial information, 
and discusses with officials 
the country's economic 
developments and policies. 

O n  r e t u r n  t o 
headquarters, the staff  
prepares a report, which 
f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r 
d i s c u s s i o n  b y  t h e 
Executive Board. 

subs id i e s  and  h ighe r 
s e c u r i t y  s p e n d i n g , 
according to IMF. 

Moreover, it stated 
that  the consol idated 
government revenue-to-
GDP ratio at 7.5 per cent 
r e m a i n e d  a m o n g  t h e 
lowest in the world. 

I M F  s a i d ,  “A f t e r 
registering a historic deficit 
i n  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  c u r r e n t 
account improved in 2021 
and gross FX reserves have 
improved, supported by 
the IMF's SDR allocation 
and Eurobond placements 
in September 2021. 

“Notwithstanding the 
author i t ies '  proact ive 
a p p r o a c h  t o  c o n t a i n 
COVID-19 infection rates 
and fatalities and the recent 
g rowth improvement , 
socio-economic conditions 

Aligning with Ekubo's 
thoughts

Salihu tweeted via 
@salihusakpe “This is 
Nigeria where it'll be white 
and the next minute it'll 
turn to black”

Another  Niger ian  
wondered  why there  
should ever be petro 
scarcity.

H e  t w e e t e d  v i a  
@iamangelraf: “You will 
hate Lagos more anytime 
there's fuel scarcity.

“After data na fuel. 
Nigerians can hardly do 
without these products.”

Apparently feeling the 
harsh effect, A Nigerian 
tweeted via @tesla_tunes 

occasioned by the scarcity.
A popular Social  

Media pastor, tweeted via 
@Olubankoleidowu “We 
are finished! This fresh fuel 
scarcity is reminding us of  
what decision we should 
m a k e  c o m e  2 0 2 3 .  
Nigerians be wise. God 
will not come down from 
heaven to fight your battles 
that was why he gave you 

brain”
A Nollywood actor, 

Alex Ekubo, is one among 
many Nigerians who have 
expressed sadness over the 
fuel scarcity in the country.

H e  w r o t e :  “ T h e  
negative uncertainty in this 
Nigeria is alarming.

“You just go out and on 
your way back, boom! Fuel 
scarcity.”

“They should not play 
rough play which one is 
fuel scarcity again at this 
time. Not this time pls”

@ s o l a c e o m o l a i y e  
reacted by tweeting, “The 
rate of  hold-ups in Abuja is 
becoming alarming amidst 
PMS Scarcity, is like we are 
having illegal migrants 
from Lagos into Abuja”

A source, who prefers 
anonymity, claims that the 
hardship Nigerians are 
suffering over fuel scarcity 
is a result of  lack of  
petroleum product at the 
depots, but refused to 
dismiss speculations that 
fuel subsidy removal was 

connected with the current 
scarcity.

F r u s t r a t e d ,  
@abrahamgreat tweeted, 
“To be experiencing Motor 
spirit scarcity in one of  the 
largest OPEC countries is 
one more proof  that 
Nigeria is not designed for 
the citizens but for a sect of  
men who lack empathy, 
vision and strategy to 
transform anything.

“There is HOPE. This 
country shall be BUILT.”

Recall that the IMF, on 
Monday, insisted on fuel 
subsidy removal by the 
Niger ian authori t ies,  
saying there should be 
compensation for the poor 
and transparent use of  
resources.
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American and Iranian �ags.

A 
group of  33 
Republican senators 
warned U.S. President 
Joe Biden on Monday 

that they would work to thwart 
implementation of  any new 
Iran nuclear agreement if  his 
government did not allow 
Congress to review and vote on 
its terms.

Led by Senator Ted Cruz, a 
long-time opponent of  the 2015 
nuclear deal, the senators told 
Biden in a letter dated Monday 
that they would use “the full 
range of  options and leverage 
available” to ensure that his 
government adhered to U.S. 
laws governing any new accord 
with Iran.

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n a  l
ImageIndirect talks in Vienna 
between Iran and the United 
States on reviving the 2015 
agreement are due to resume 
on Tuesday. Talk of  a possible 
agreement has driven oil prices 
lower, with markets anticipating 
that the possible removal of  
sanctions on Iranian oil sales 

could boost global supplies.
The Biden administration 

has been trying to revive the 
deal, which lifted sanctions 
against Tehran in exchange 
for restrictions on its nuclear 
activities, a deal from which 
former President Donald Trump 
withdrew the United States in 
2018.

Iran later breached many of  
the deal’s nuclear restrictions 
and kept pushing well beyond 
them.

Cruz and other senior 
Republican senators told Biden 
that implementation of  any new 
deal would be “severely, if  not 
terminally hampered” if  he did 
not meet statutory obligations 
aimed at ensuring congressional 
oversight over revisions or 
changes to the 2015 Iran nuclear 
accord.

They provided no details about 
their plans, but Republicans have 
used various tactics to slow down 
other legislation or put holds 
on Biden’s nominees, including 
many for ambassador posts.

Democrats control the 50-50 
Senate only by virtue of  a tie-
breaking vote that can be cast by 
Vice President Kamala Harris, 
but they could lose control of  
the Senate and the House of  
Representatives in mid-term 
elections later this year.

The senators said any nuclear 

U.S. Republican senators vow to thwart any 
Iran deal if Biden skips congressional review

With proposed legislation, Uganda tries 
to mandate vaccines

U
gandan authorities are 
seeking to legally man-
date vaccines in draft 

legislation aimed at boosting the 
East African country’s drive to 
inoculate more people against 
COVID-19.

The proposed bill, which is 
subject to changes as it faces scru-
tiny by a parliamentary health 
committee, calls for a six-month 
jail term for failure to comply 
with vaccination requirements 
during disease outbreaks.

“It is the right thing to do,” said 
Alfred Driwale, a public official 
who leads Uganda’s vaccination 
efforts, speaking of  the proposed 
changes to the country’s public 
health law.

Attempts by Ugandan officials 
in recent months to enforce lim-
ited mandates have been unsuc-
cessful. A vaccine requirement 
for people using public transport 
faced opposition from operators, 
and bars have returned to busi-
ness after an extended lockdown 
without strict adherence to pan-
demic-era rules.

Uganda’s health minister an-

nounced in January that more 
than 400,000 vaccine doses were 
to be destroyed after they ex-
pired before being used. That’s 
a considerable loss to a govern-
ment that has administered only 
about 12.7 million doses and 
whose goal is to inoculate at 
least half  of  its 44 million peo-
ple.

 Ugandan authorities are seek-
ing to legally mandate vaccines 
to inoculate more people against 
COVID-19, with a proposed 
bill calling for a six-month jail 
term for failure to comply with 
vaccination requirements, but 
the draft legislation is subject to 
changes as it faces scrutiny by a 
parliamentary health commit-
tee. (AP Photo/Hajarah Nal-
wadda)

President Yoweri Museveni 
had warned last year that local 
officials would be held account-
able for any expired doses, put-
ting pressure on them to ad-
minister substantial batches of  
vaccines that often arrived with 
looming expiration dates.

Now it appears authorities will 

try to codify vaccine mandates.
“We survived, and almost 

eliminated polio, because of  vac-
cines,” said Fox Odoi, a pro-gov-
ernment legislator who is an 
outspoken supporter of  vaccine 
mandates. “I don’t have polio 
now because of  the vaccines that 
I took.”

Odoi, who chairs the parlia-
mentary committee on human 
rights, said the government has 
“a political responsibility” to 
enforce vaccine mandates in a 
country with a weak health sys-
tem and facing widespread vac-
cine hesitancy. There have been 
reports of  fake COVID-19 vacci-
nation cards sold in downtown 
Kampala, Uganda’s capital.

John Nkengasong, the head 
of  the Africa Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 
has previously warned that Af-
rican governments might have 
to resort to vaccine mandates if  
their citizens aren’t eager to get 
increasingly available doses.

African nations such as Zim-
babwe and Ghana have an-
nounced vaccine mandates for 

public employees and others.
In Uganda, which has report-

ed more than 162,000 virus cas-
es, the U.S. alone has donated 11 
million vaccine doses — part of  
a wave of  charity toward devel-
oping countries whose leaders 
have accused rich nations of  
hoarding vaccine doses at their 
expense.

Still, Africa remains the 
world’s least vaccinated conti-
nent against COVID-19, with 
about 11% of  the continent’s 1.3 
billion people fully jabbed.

people against COVID-19, 
with a proposed bill calling for 
a six-month jail term for failure 
to comply with vaccination re-
quirements, but the draft legis-
lation is subject to changes as it 
faces scrutiny by a parliamenta-
ry health committee. (AP Pho-
to/Hajarah Nalwadda)

Only six of  Africa’s 54 coun-
tries had met the global target of  
vaccinating 40% of  their popula-
tions against COVID-19 by the 
end of  2021, according to the 
World Health Organization.

U.S. warns pipeline
‘ll be scrapped in
face of Russian
attack

P
arallel talks on oppo-
site sides of the Atlantic 
over the Ukraine crisis 

underscored the challenges 
in reaching a diplomatic res-
olution to the standoff, with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin again accusing the West 
of stoking tensions that could 
provoke a war, as President 
Biden pledged to stop a contro-
versial gas pipeline project in 
the event of a renewed Kremlin 
invasion.

Emerging from a five-hour 
meeting with French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Mos-
cow around midnight Monday, 
Putin said that there would be 
“no winners” if war broke out 
between NATO and Russia.

Macron, who has long pushed 
for a European foreign poli-
cy that is more independent of 
Washington, has spoken regu-
larly by phone with Putin in re-
cent weeks. He agreed to speak 
again with his Russian counter-
part following his Tuesday visit 
to Kyiv, where he is set to dis-
cuss Moscow’s demands with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky. Scholz is set to travel 
to Kyiv on Feb. 14 and to Mos-
cow a day later.

“We are in a situation of ex-
treme tension, a degree of in-
candescence that Europe has 
rarely known in the past dec-
ades,” he said.

agreement with Iran was of  
“such grativity for U.S. national 
security” that it would by 
definition be a treaty requiring 
the advice and consent of  two-
thirds of  the Senate, they argued.

Any deal that fell short of  
Senate-ratified treaty would 
“likely be torn up in the early 
days of  the next presidential 

administration,” they added, 
anticipating a Republican victory 
in the 2024 presidential race.

In addition, they noted 
that a 2015 law passed before 
completion of  the initial 
nuclear deal requires that any 
new “agreement” related to 
Iran’s nuclear program to be 
transmitted to Congress for a 60-

day review period during which 
Congress could pass a joint 
resolution of  disapproval that 
would essentially prevent the 
deal from going into effect.

It said those mandates would 
be triggered by Iran’s progress 
toward developing a nuclear 
weapon over the past year, which 
would require new oversight 
measures.
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SPORTS
o r m e r  N i g e r i a Fi n t e r n a t i o n a l s 
Daniel Amokachi 

and Efan Ekoku who both 
won the 1994 Africa Cup 
of  Nations (AFCON) with 
the Super Eagles have 
s h owe r e d  p r a i s e s  o n 
Liverpool's striker Sadio 
Mane for scoring the 
decisive penalty kick that 
gave the Teranga Lions of  

uper Eagles star, 

SVictor Osimhen, has 
vowed to invent a 

new dance should Napoli 
end the season as the 
champions of  Italy.

Napoli were among 
the early season favourites 
in the Italian Serie A, 
s t i tching  together  an 
unbeaten streak in the first 
quarter of  the campaign.

B u t  I n t e r  M i l a n 
inflicted the first defeat of  
the season on Il Partenopei 
i n  N o v e m b e r ,  w i t h 
Osimhen suffering a nasty 
injury in that encounter.

After two months on 
the sidelines, the 23-year-
old has returned with a 
bang, scoring in his first 
start of  2022 in the 2-0 
victory over Venezia on 
Sunday.

Napoli have recovered 
from their mid-season 
slump to climb back to 
second on the league 
behind champions Inter 
Milan.

A C  M i l a n  a n d 
Juventus are also still in the 
race for the Scudetto, in 

what is shaping out to be a 
four-team battle to the 
finish.

But Osimhen believes 
Luciano Spalletti's men 
stand a chance at finishing 
top of  the log and he 
purposes to create a new 
d a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e 
Neapolitans achieve that 
target.

The Nigerian forward 
coming from a country 
that has invented countless 
dances  f rom Ga la la , 
Yahooze, Alanta, to Shoki, 
Shaku shaku, and Zanku, 
nothing is beyond reach.

“I want to win for 
Napoli, if  it happens I'll 
invent a dance,” the former 
L i l l e  s t a r  t o l d  t h e 
Republican as per Tutto 
Napoli. “African players 
are not just sad stories. 
F r o m  a  d i f f i c u l t 
childhood, I have made 
many steps forward.”

Osimhen is the first 
Napoli player to reach 
double figures of  goals this 
season, following his hit 
against the Winged Lions.

S e n e g a l  t h e i r  f i r s t 
continental silverware at 
the senior level.

M a n e  w h o  w a s 
a d j u d g e d  t h e  M o s t 
Va l u a b l e  P l a y e r  o f  
Cameroon 2021,  was 
indeed Senegal's main 
man as he scored the 
winning penalty in the 
shootout against Egypt, 
having seen a first-half  

s p o t - k i c k  s a v e d  a s 
Sunday's game ended 0-0 
after extra time.

Gabaski's save from 
Mane in Yaounde was the 
fourth time the Senegalese 
had been foiled from 12 
yards when playing at the 
Nations Cup.

Mane saw his effort 
saved in the quarter-final 
s h o o t o u t  d e f e a t  b y 

h e l s e a ' s  s e c o n d 

Ctraining session in 
A b u  D h a b i  wa s 

boosted by the return of  
Mount, who did some light 
training with the rest of  the 
g roup  be fore  work ing 
individually as he builds up 
his fitness.

M o u n t  m i s s e d 
Monday's session having 
felt pain during the weekend 
FA Cup win over Plymouth, 
but he was initially part of  a 

squad of  21 players put 
through their paces by 
coaches Arno Michels and 
Zsol t  Low in  Thomas 
Tuchel's continued absence.

H a v i n g  t r a i n e d 
separately  on Monday 
depending on their level of  
i n v o l v e m e n t  a g a i n s t 
Plymouth, all the outfielders 
were united for the start of  
t h e  s e s s i o n  w i t h  t h e 
opposition in Wednesday's 
Club World Cup semi-final 

now known. Al Hilal of  
Saudi Arabia await.

Mount then moved to 
the side of  the pitch to do 
some solo work before 
watching the rest of  the 
session unfold as the sun set 
over the training ground 
facility adjacent to the team 
hotel. Short, crisp passing, 
typically competitive small-
sided games and penalty 
practice were the order of  
the day.

Cameroon in 2017, and 
two years later he failed to 
convert in the group game 
against Kenya and the last-
16 tie with Uganda – 
although he did score in 
both of  those games.

Former Nigeria striker 
D a n i e l  A m o k a c h i ,  a 
Nations Cup winner in 
1994, said Mane “showed 
a lot of  character” to take a 

o t t e n h a m  b o s s, TAntonio Conte has 
made it clear to 

chairman Daniel Levy they 
must  do better  in the 
transfer market.

According to reports in 
London, Spurs insiders 
believe Conte has delivered 
a number of  home truths to 
Levy.

Levy has developed a 
reputation as something of  
a frugal spender, with 
s u p p o r t e r s  o f t e n  l e f t 
frustrated with his seeming 
reluctance to splash out on 
the signings which could 
help elevate the club to the 
next level.

But the insiders are of  
the opinion that Conte has 
already made his feelings 
very clear to Levy about 
what he needs to do in 
order to achieve success, 
and Spurs could be set to 

make a number of  big 
moves in the summer.

Spurs are next in action 
on Wednesday (today) 
w h e n  t h e y  h o s t 
Southampton in the league 
as they continue their push 
for a Champions League 
qualification spot.

pena l ty  aga in  in  the 
shootout  aga ins t  the 
Pharaohs.

“I wasn't feeling it 
when he stepped forward, 
but you can see how he 
drilled that ball into the 
corner,” Amokachi told 
the BBC World Service.

“That's what a star 
player is all about. I did say 
that we've seen him miss 
chances when playing for 
Liverpool but the character 
that he puts into the game, 
the quality always comes 
through in the end.”

Former Manchester 
Ci ty  midf ie lder  Yaya 
Toure, a Nations Cup 
winner with cote d'Ivoire 
in 2015 after defeats on 
penalties in the 2006 and 
2012 finals, praised Mane's 
“courage”, while Efan 
Ekoku described Mane's 
eventual winner as “the 
biggest kick of  his life”.

“I'm so pleased for 
Sadio Mane,” former 

Nigeria striker Ekoku said 
on BBC Three. “He's been 
through a lot with his 
national side. He was 
brave, and what a penalty. 
The keeper was beaten by 
the accuracy just as much 
as the power.”

Meanwhile,  Mane 
said winning Senegal's first 
Africa Cup of  Nations was 
the highlight of  his career.

The West Africans 
had previously lost two 
N a t i o n s  C u p  f i n a l s , 
including a 1-0 defeat by 
Algeria three years ago.

“It's the best day of  my 
life and the best trophy of  
my life,” the 29-year-old 
Liverpool forward said.

“ I  w o n  t h e 
Champions League and 
some [other] trophies but 
this is the special one for 
me. This is more important 
for me.”I am happy for 
myself, my people and all 
of  my family.”
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SPORTS
a y e r n  M u n i c h Bs t r i k e r,  Ro b e r t 
Lewandowski, has 

said that scoring goals 
would be harder for Lionel 
Messi when the Paris 
Saint-Germain forward 
r e a c h e s  t h e  a g e  o f  

n e  o f  M i k e 

OAshley's senior 
execut ives  has 

confirmed the former 
Newcastle owner is fully 
commit ted  to  buying 
Derby County, but he is 
becoming increasingly 
frustrated with delays 
obstructing a possible 
takeover.

I n  a n  e x c l u s i v e 
interview with Sky Sports 
News,  Ke i th  B i shop, 
Ashley's head of  PR, says 
Derby's debts and the 
complexity of  a deal to buy 
the club “doesn't frighten 
him”, but he admits “the 
clock is ticking” if  a deal is 
to be done to avoid Derby 
going into liquidation.

“He is 100 per cent 
interested in buying the 
club,” said Bishop. “He 

iverpool forward, LMohamed Salah, 
has told manager 

Jurgen Klopp that he is 
ready to  p lay  agains t 
Le ices t e r  C i ty  in  the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  o n 
Thursday.

The fixture will be 
played four days after he 
captained his national team 
to defeat in the final of  the 

2021 Africa Cup of  Nations 
in Cameroon.

However, Klopp will be 
without Sadio Mane, who 
scored the winning penalty.

He will not return to 
England in time to play 
against the Foxes.

“Mo is now back, I 
already spoke to him. He is 
ve r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  o f  
course, but looking forward 
to all the things coming up 
here now.

“I spoke to him and the 
first thing Mo told me was: 
'I'm ready.'

“He is an experienced 
player, he is a physical 
monster. He will obviously 
have a  l i t t le  recover y 
session today and we will 
see how he feels tomorrow 
and from there we go,” 
Klopp to ld  the  c lub ' s 
official website.

The German added: 
“Sadio f lies out if  it 's 
possible on Wednesday 
night, so will arrive here on 
Thursday but he is, of  
course, not involved in the 
Leicester game.

wants the Derby fans to 
know he is very much 
interested.

“He sees it as a club 
that could do really well, 
obviously it's not doing 
very well at the moment, 
but with his business 
acumen, he believes he 
could really turn it around.

“He's still a very rich 
man, who has got the 
funds to put into the club, 
and he has got the business 
acumen to change things 
there.

“If  I were a Derby fan 
I'd be very happy. And 
from the response we are 
getting, there are a lot of  
fans who want him to 
come in and take the club 
over.

“With where they are 
now, they deserve a lot 

better. And that's what he 
can do.”

Ashley is one of  three 
potential buyers interested 
in taking over at Pride 
Park, though the situation 
is extremely complex, and 
t h a t  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  
frustration.

Debts of  over £60m, 
l e g a l  c l a i m s  f r o m 
M i d d l e s b r o u g h  a n d 
W y c o m b e  w o r t h 
potentially £40m, and 
complexities over the 
stadium which is  not 
owned by the club, are all 
serious stumbling blocks.

a r c e l o n a  h a v e Ba n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
C h i e f  E xe c u t ive 

Officer, Ferran Reverter, has 
resigned from the position 
for personal and family 
reasons. 

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Tuesday, the club said the 
resignation will come into 
effect as soon as a new CEO 
is appointed. 

R e v e r t e r  h a d  b e e n 
appointed CEO on July 1, 
2021, and had served in the 
club's 2021-2026 Strategic 
Plan project. 

A n n o u n c i n g  h i s 
resignation, he said, “It is 

now almost a year since I left 
Ger many  to  r e tu r n  to 
Barcelona for family reasons 
and shortly after I accepted 
the offer that I received from 
president Joan Laporta to 
become CEO of  the club. 
These have been passionate 
months and I thank the 
president for his trust and, 
above all, his enthusiasm 
and capacity for leadership 
that mean FC Barcelona 
n o w  h a s  a  f i r s t  c l a s s 
executive team that is able to 
reposition Barça as a world 
leader. Personally, I have put 
i n  m u c h  e f f o r t  a n d 
dedication during these 
months, but I now wish to 

focus on the reason why I 
returned to Barcelona, 
which is to spend more time 
on personal and family 
projects.”

His  res ignat ion was 
accepted by the club, saying, 
“The president and his 

Board of  Directors wish to 
p u b l i c ly  ex p r e s s  t h e i r 
gratitude to Ferran Reverter 
for his commitment and 
good work as head of  the FC 
Barcelona executive during 
this time.” 

Cristiano Cristiano.
Messi is currently 34, 

three years younger than 
Manchester United icon, 
Ronaldo, and has found 
life a little difficult since 
leaving Barcelona for 
PSG.

T h e  A r g e n t i n e 
superstar has just two 
Ligue1 goals to his name 
this season after joining 
the club last summer while 
Ronaldo has scored eight 
Premier League goals with 
struggling Manchester 

igeria is set to host 

Nthe 2022 African 
Junior and Cadet 

Fencing Championship slated 
for February 23 – 27 in Lagos 
with continental powerhouses 
Egypt and South Africa 
leading the  ro l l  ca l l  o f  
participating nations.

N i g e r i a  F e n c i n g 
Fe d e r a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t , 
Adeyinka Samuel, disclosed 
that Nigeria got the hosting 
rights at the expense of  six 
other countries who also bid 
to host the championship 
slated to hold at the Molade 
Okoya-Thomas Indoor Sports 
Hall of  the Teslim Balogun 
Stadium.

Other countries billed to 
feature in the tournament are 
Ghana ,  Togo,  Senega l , 
Tunisia, Algeria, Angola, 
Mali and DR Congo among 
others.

Samuel noted that the 
count r i e s  nea r - f l awle s s 
h o s t i n g  o f  t h e  s a m e 
tournament in 2018 helped in 
securing the hosting right at 
the expense of  other nations 
that bid.

“Nigeria bid alongside 
six other countries but what 
stands us out is the lasting 
impression we made in 2018 
which was the first-time ever 
that we hosted an African 
championship, which the 

continental body rated as 
highly successful,” he said.

He commended the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  S p o r t s 
Commission for providing 
adequate support towards 
t h e  h o s t i n g  o f  t h e 
championship.

S a m u e l ,  a  f o r m e r 
international fencer, assured 
of  another successful hosting 
stating all international 
guidelines regarding Covid 
19 is already in place.

“ We  a r e  l o o k i n g 

forward to a bigger, better 
tournament and with the 
trust placed on Nigeria by 
t h e  A f r i c a n  F e n c i n g 
Fe d e r a t i o n  w e  w o n ' t 
disappoint.”

The 8th Junior-Cadet 
AFC held in March 2018 
was a major success i t 
a t t r a c t e d  o v e r  2 0 0 
participants from 31 African 
countries with Egypt, the 
cont inent ' s  top ranked 
country, topped the overall 
medals table.

United.
Lewandowski believes 

that although Ronaldo 
won't be able to score 50 to 
60  goals  in  a  season 
a n y m o r e,  b u t  wo u l d 
certainly hit 30 to 40 goals 
when Manchester United 
return to form.

“Ronaldo is three-and-
a-half  years older than me 
and still scores a lot. But he 

changed the club, changed 
tactics, his team is not 
always successful. When 
his team regains balance, 
he can start scoring goals 
again,” Lewandowski 
said.

“He used to have great 
nu m b e r s,  i m p o s s i b l e 
numbers, today they are 
'just' very good numbers. 
He's probably not going to 

score 60 goals in a year 
anymore, but 30 and 40 are 
still making a difference,” 
Lewandowski said.

“The expectations of  
him are quite different. 
And Messi is a different 
type of  player. It will be 
harder for him at the age of  
Cristiano to stay at his 
goal-scoring level.”
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The fresh news people

 have received a lot of  calls Ifrom my revered readers that 
I repeat these materials. 

Since I promised to steal a 
chance, it has become realistic. 
When we were in the village, we 
used to have a man who, anytime 
we greeted him; his response 
would be 'where there's a will, 
there's a way'. This response met 
our greetings morning, noon and 
night. 

As time went on, we decided 
to call him, 'where there's a 
will..., he would complete the 
greeting line by saying... 'there's a 
way'

As typical as it was then, we 
decided, for convenience to 
nickname him, 'Dee will is way". 
Interestingly, that name became 
the most known across the length 
and breadth of  the community. 
Very popular to say the least. 

The essence of  government is 
to provide welfare, protection of  
lives and property and to ensure 
t h a t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
s t a t e / c o u n t r y  i s  e v e n l y 
distributed. Unfortunately, that 
social contract upon which the 
e s sence  o f  gover nment  i s 
'vehicled' has been eroded and 
diverted to personal, selfish 
aggrandizement so much so that 
the leaders/politicians have been 
made more impoverished by how 
much they think of  what to do 
with the money amassed that 
they do not need.

The citizens have decided to 
allow the will to survive drive all 
they do. They no longer look on 
the leaders for anything because 
nothing seems forthcoming.

Show me the man with a will, 
I will show you a man that's 
willing, willing to move on in life 
despite the ups and downs. This is 
where I cherish the Igbo man, 
very dogged, very determined, 
n o t  t a k e n  t o  t h e  p a t h  o f  
destruction but always taken to 
the path of  progressive venture 
aimed at supporting the next 
person to stand. That's the spirit 
of  Ndigbo and that indomitable 
spirit cannot be allowed to 
diminish because it is who we are 
and the man remains the man 
whose belief  stands unshaken.

Igbo man has a will to 
survive, more of  a will, when the 
going gets tough. The will of  Igbo 
man is akin to the will of  a child 
to be born.

This will became reignited 
whereupon the giant in us was 
reawaken during the COVID-19, 
when the citizens were buffeted 
by the scare of  the pandemic 
where we saw lockdowns upon 
lockdowns, yet the citizens 
survived. The will got more 
saleable in the market place of  
despair when of  all the palliative 
that both individuals, corporate 
organizations and countries gave 
to Nigeria/states to cushion the 
effects of  the pandemic, ended up 
in the private homes/warehouses 
of  some politicians/states.

Shortly after, on the 20th 
October, 2020, the EndSARS 
protest came and saw the uncivil 
aspect of  treatment of  citizens by 
the security agencies even when 
the protesters had, cladded 
themselves with the flag of  the 
country. That will to survive has 
kept some of  the youth today. 
The will to survive must be placed 
u p o n  t h e  w h e e l s  o f  
determination to defy the ploys 
of  the invidious schemers and 
resist the wiles of  the devil.

The indomitable will/spirit 
has capacity to diminish and 
c o n t r o l  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e 
t ranscendenta l  forces  and 
hegemony of  darkness especially 
those that bestride the terrestrial 
domain like a colossus.

Down here in the South East, 
especially in Imo state, we woke 
up to the scarcity of  fuel, rise in 
the cost of  cooking gas, which 
has refused to come down. If  the 
political will of  the government 
to checkmate the rising cost of  
cooking gas from #300 to #750 
fails, the people's indomitable 
will carry them. But when the 
time to take a decision at the poll, 
no amount of  intimidation may 
deter the people from asserting 
their will. The Anambra election 
is fresh in mind. Until the leaders 
understand that the security 
a ge n c i e s  a r e  a l s o  f o r  t h e 
protection of  lives and property 
of  the common man, the early 

they understand that they cannot 
be allowed to be used to suppress 
the political and electoral will of  
the people. Kudos to the security 
operatives who took part in the 
Anambra election, they said they 
were not going to get involved in 
the election but ensure the 
protection of  the citizens, that 
they did.

No sooner had the issue of  
fuel scarcity ended when the issue 
of  unknown gunmen', came up. 
Despite the fear that crept in, the 
indomitable will of  the people 
kept them. What about, bad 
leadership, unemployment, lack 
of  provision of  infrastructural 
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  t h e 
governments have refused to 
provide. Did the people survive 
and are surviving, yes, because 
the will to live is more stronger 
than the despair to die. In all 
these, the will to live on has 
become stronger because, the 
man dies whose will to live dies.

You can kill the man but you 
can't kill the will especially that 

there's heightened consciousness 
of  the reawakening of  the will in 
the face of  dearth basic amenities 
of  life.

People 's  wish has been 
smeared but what has kept the 
citizens going is their will because 
the elected representatives have 
disappointed those who elected 
them, especially that the only 
connect to the electorate which is 
t h e  H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y 
lawmakers has been smeared to 
the miry clay of  inefficiency and 
zero legislative results. This is 
because the promise of  good 
governance and better life by the 
elected representatives has 
become mere platitudes, deceitful 
political rhetorics and nauseating 
chicanery. Indeed, the citizens 
have been shortchanged.

For instance, in Imo state 
about three House of  Assembly 
Speakers have emerged in less 
than three years. How can the 
lawmakers concentrate to do 
their legislative assignment. 
What about the constituents who 

exp
ect the 
legislature to pass bills that are 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t o  t h e 
communities. I was shocked 
when the government of  Imo 
s t a t e  r e l e a s e d  n a m e s  o f  
commissioner nominees to be 
screened by the House only for 
legislative imbroglio to surface in 
t h e  I m o  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly. That process of  
screening the nominees has been 
truncated, hence stalling a 
governance process.

H o w e v e r  t h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives superintendent 
the affairs of  the state, one thing is 
certain, they will one day join the 
citizens on the same roads so that 
the roads they refused to power 
may pound them, the hospitals 
they refused to fix, may fix them. 

For the citizens, their will is 
enough for now to enable them 
journey through this path of  bad 
leadership.

I hope the strength to move 
on is got having come this far.

The will as strength through hard times
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