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Gunmen kill 2 police
officers in fresh attack

News Echo   Wednesday 23 - Thursday 24  February, 2022                                                    Page 2 

News

New IIRS boss assures of enhanced
revenue generation 
By Grace Ofurum

T
he new Executive 
Chairman of  Imo In-
ternal Revenue Service, 

(IIRS), Dr. Ifeanyi Chuk-
wunonso Okeke has assured 
staff  and the government of  
Imo state of  glorious times 
ahead.

In his first interaction with 
the senior staff  of  IIRS, the 
chairman who replaced Chief  
Emeka Udegbulem said he 
has come to make IIRS a 
place of  pride and an engine 
room to drive development in 
the state.

He said with the dwindling 
receipts from the federation 
account, states are becoming 
strategic and ingenuous in the 
way they shore up internally 
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CVR: INEC records 6m fresh
registrants

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) said that 6,082,639 
Nigerians have done fresh 
registration in the ongoing 
nationwide Continuous Vot-
er Registration (CVR) as at 
Monday Feb. 21.

The commission, in an up-
date on the CVR Quarter 3, 
Week 7 released on Monday 
in Abuja, also disclosed that 
3,329,204 Nigerians complet-
ed their registration as at the 
time of  the update.

It noted that 1,373,240 
registrants did online while 
1,955,964 did physical regis-
tration, of  which 28,711 of  
the figure were Persons With 
Disabilities (PWDs).

It noted that the gen-
der distribution shows that 
1,675,318 of  those that com-
pleted their registration were 
male and 1,653,886 were 
female of  which 2,310,554 
were youth between the ages 
of  18 and 34.

It also stated that 
10,329,413 million registered 
voters applied for voter trans-
fer, requests for replacement 
of  Permanent Voter Cards 
(PVCs) and update of  voter 
information records.

It noted that 5,506,557 
million of  the applications 
were from male voters and 
4,822,856 million from fe-
male voters, while 100,610 
were from PWDS.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has record-
ed  a fresh attack on 

its divisional police station 
at Isu local government area 
of  the state.

The  attack took place on 
Sunday as the gunmen threw 
petrol bomb and Improvised 
explosive device IED at the 
station in an attempt to raze 
the place, at the process part 
of  the building was affected 
and some vehicles burnt.

According to a release by 
the police through its public 
relations Officer, CSP Mike 
Abattam disclosed that the 
hoodlums came with two 
Sienna buses and a Toyota 
Camry car with several mo-
torcycles.

He disclosed that the po-
lice in a bid to foil the attack 
engaged them in a gun duel, 
with the extent of  resistance 
from the Isu police officers 
on ground they escaped and 
were given a hot chase as 
they scampered for safety 
with bullet wounds.

According to  police re -
port, on the process of  raid-

ing their hideouts, 17  peo-
ple comprising male and 
female were arrested and 
are undergoing interroga-
tion.

The police also recovered 
about 12 motorcycles and 
vehicles suspected to have 
been used by the gunmen in 
the operation.

Unfortunately two police 
officers lost their lives and 
another sustained an injury.

The commissioner for 
police, CP Rabiu Hussiani  
regretted the unfortunate 
incident and condoled with 
the families of  the deceased 
officers while commending  
men of  the police for their 
gallantry in arresting the sit-
uation.

He also seized the oppor-
tunity to inform the gener-
al public to always report 
criminal activities in their 
community and alert the 
police in sighting anyone 
treating bullet wounds.

He further assured of  the 
commitment of  the state po-
lice to fighting crime and all 
form of  criminality to the 
uttermost.

generated revenue for devel-
opment.

“It is no longer debatable 
that the era when states de-
pended on oil receipts from 
Abuja is long gone. Because 
of  the dwindling oil receipts 
from the federation account, 
it is important for states to 
look inwards. In fact, serious 
states are looking inwards 
and this is part of  the man-
date given to me by governor 
Hope Uzodimma.

“We are taking over the 
complete process and pro-
cedures in this place. Things 
will change. The era where 
people come to work without 
having anything to do is gone. 
We will put all available man-
power to appropriate use.

“We will hit the ground 

Ngor-Okpala Bye-election: Uzodimma to
reward loyal contestants 
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s APC prepares 
for the Saturday 
N g o r - O k p a l a 

State Constituency bye- 
election, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, has said that 
loyal members who keen-
ly contested in the prima-
ry election with the party’s 
candidate, Hon. Blyden 
Amajirionwu, would be 
immensely rewarded with 
political appointments for 
demonstrating commit-
ment to the party and sup-
port to the flag bearer.

Uzodimma gave the 
hint  while addressing the 
leaders and members of  
APC during a stakehold-
ers meeting held at the 
party’s secretariat Owerri 
on Monday. The meeting 
was attended by promi-
nent men and women in 

Imo APC who donated 
huge amount of  money to 
the party for the Saturday 
election.

Uzodimma, who dis-
closed that one of  the loyal 
contestants, Hon. Sylvest-
er Chidi Eke, who fairly 
supported the candidate 
shortly after the primary 
election, was made Direc-
tor General, APC Cam-
paign Train Ngor- Okpala 
Bye- Election. “APC will 
reward faithful members 
and those who contested 
in the APC Ngor- Okpa-
la Bye-Election primaries 
and remained supportive 
to the party’s flag bearer. 
We will market the party 
and make it attractive to 
Ngor- Okpala people with 
our remarkable achieve-
ments”.

While calling on APC 
members to remain united 

and committed, the Gover-
nor assured that APC will 
win the election freely and 
fairly given the reason that 
the administration’s in-
frastructural achievement 
will endear Ngor- Okpa-
la   electorate to vote for 
the party in the election. 

“INEC had introduced 
electronic voting system 
that encourages free and 
credible election. We shall 
only relax after casting our 
votes and winning the elec-
tion”.

Mentioning that efforts 
are being geared to resolve 
internal crisis in the party 

to be able to emerge victo-
rious in the Ngor- Okpala 
Bye-Election.

 APC State Chairman, 
Hon. Macdonald Ebere, 
advised members to con-
tinue to uphold unity and 
steadfastness.

He appealed to Ngor- 
Okpala electorate to see 

reasons with the APC can-
didate in the election and 
give him their mandate.

DG, Campaign Train 
for Blyden Amajirionwu, 
Hon. Sylvester Chidi Eke, 
described the APC flag 
bearer as most qualified 
candidate for the election.

running because we only have 
a three-month mandate by 
His Excellency to turn around 
the revenue fortunes of  the 
state,” Dr Okeke assured.

On the issue of  staff  wel-
fare, Okeke assured the staff  
of  improved welfare and re-
iterated that the ongoing staff  
audit and verification is to 
know the size and competen-

cies of  the staff  and person-
nel of  the Service. “After the 
staff  audit and verification, 
confirmation and promotion 
would follow. The exercise is 
to identify the competencies 
of  staff  and fix them in the 
right places. It is not meant 
to witch-hunt anybody,” he 
assured.

2023 Presidency: Northern APC 
Youth Forum backs Umahi
By David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he Concerned North-
ern APC Youth Fo-
rum has thrown its 

weight behind the candida-
ture of  Engr. David Nweze 
Umahi for President come 
2023

The Chairman of  the Fo-
rum, Hon. Suleiman Liba 
who made their position 
known during a world Press 
conference urged other bod-
ies across the entire coun-
try to join in the support for 
Dave Umahi as this is the 
sure way for Nigeria to go. 

He said: “May I welcome 
you all to the occasion of  
this all-important world press 
conference, I speak to you 
firstly, as a very concerned 
Nigerian who believes we can 
and should get it right, and 
secondly as the Chairman 
of  the Concerned Northern 
APC Youth Forum, who’s 
mandate is to ensure that 
we keep track with our dear 
party and to see to it that the 
right thing is always done”. 

“Our dear party, the All 
Progressive Congress, must 

stick to the plan and ensure 
we get it right through inter-
nal party democracy since 
true democratic tenets entail 
that a few may have their say 
but the majority should have 
their way”. 

“We reiterate that the par-
ty’s activities especially dur-
ing the coming convention 
must reflect the wish of  the 
people”. 

“Our body, the Concerned 
Northern APC Youth Fo-
rum just completed our con-
sultation tour of  the entire 
19 northern states and the 
people are not expecting an-
ything less from the party hi-
erarchy” 

“We must commend the 
readiness and resolves of  the 
masses especially within the 
Northern part of  the country 
to participate massively in 
the electioneering processes 
through to 2023”

“More impressively is the 
understanding of  the peo-
ple that justice, fairness, and 
equity must come to play in 
choosing and electing who 
becomes the next president 
of  Nigeria”. 

“It is very surprising how 
they have conducted their 
due diligence and have 
drawn conclusions that pow-
er should shift to the south 
and the southeast in par-
ticular because according to 
them, in Engr. David Nweze 
Umahi, they have found a 
worthy successor to president 
Muhammadu Buhari come 
2023, the man’s antecedents 
of  excellence speaks volume 
and his achievements in Eb-
onyi state are there for every-
one to see”.

Rivers NANS to protest against ASUU strike
By Godson Nwosu, PHC

The National Association 
of  Nigerian Students 

(NANS) in Rivers state has 
said that it will join other stu-
dents in the country to protest 
against the recent shut down 
of  university campuses by the 
Academic Staff  Union of  Uni-
versities.

Rivers state chapter chair-
man of  the association, Jok-

iel Chinonso who made this 
known in an interview with 
journalists said the protest 
which is scheduled for the 
28th of  February will aim 
at expressing the grievance 
of  students over the manner 
the Federal government and 
ASUU have handled their 
agreement without thinking 
about the students and their 
academics.

Chinonso further criticized 

handlers of  the educational 
sector in the country for being 
inconsiderate and carrying on 
with decision that have nega-
tive effect on the students.

He said the financial stress 
of  paying for house rents 
and other expenses incurred 
during resumption is further 
compounded during strikes. 
He also lashed out at the fed-
eral government for its failure 

to keep to the agreements 
reached with ASUU.

You may wish to know that 
the 28th of  February 2022, the 
National Association of  Ni-
gerian Students across thirty 
states will be protesting against 
the continuous strike action by 
the academic staff  union of  
universities and federal gov-
ernment failures to keep to the 
agreements.



2023: Nnaji seeks equal opportunity

Soludo official handover:
Expectations are high, Bishop 
Ezeokafor to APGA govt  
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Anglican Primate commends Uzodimma 
on infrastructural development 
P

rimate of  all Nigeria 
Anglican Church, His 
Grace, The Most Rev. 

(Dr.) Henry Chukwudum 
Ndukuba has commended 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
for all his efforts in ensuring 
that his government leaves a 
legacy of  durable infrastruc-
ture in Imo State.

The Archbishop bared his 
mind on Sunday in his ser-
mon at the dedication of  the 
newly built Cathedral Church 
of  St. Peter Umuokanne, 
Ohaji in Ohaji/Egbema lo-
cal government areas of  Imo 
State.

The Primate who regretted 
that those in positions of  au-
thority are facing challenging 
times today due to insecurity 
and other forms of  injustices 
was, however, full of  prais-
es for Governor Uzodimma 
over the latter’s policies on 
strategic infrastructural re-
newal in Imo.

 Ndukuba’s words: “As I 
drove to Orlu yesterday (Sat-

urday), Your Excellency, I 
saw the road you are doing 
from Owerri to Orlu. There 
are also others around the 
State. God will stand by you 
and help you do more. This 
is a very uncertain time and 
a very challenging time for 
every leader in the country. 
God will help you.”

He said Governor Uzodim-
ma’s projects are people-ori-
ented and that the Governor 
has continued to interface 
with stakeholders, pursuing 
peace vigorously and going 
about his leadership with the 
fear of  the Lord. “God will 
grant you peace and God will 
grant us peace in Nigeria.”

In the Primate’s sermon 
which he tagged: Living 
stones and spiritual temple 
-  he admonished the congre-
gation to see the Cathedral 
Church he came to dedicate, 
as indeed other places of  wor-
ship in the country,  as the 
place to run to in times of  
challenges like we have in Ni-

geria and other places today.
Ndukuba said that there is 

no problem God cannot solve 
for the people if  they prayer-
fully approach him with 
sincerity of  heart, faithfully, 
obediently, committedly and 
with a heart full of  gratitude 
and love.

He not only chided those 
who have taken it upon them-
selves to be killing fellow hu-
man beings, destroying their 
homes and places of  worship, 
but also the authorities that 
have failed to bring such per-
sons to book in the spirit of  
fairness and justice.

The Primate warned that 
the wrath of  God is near for 

those who take him and what 
he is capable of  doing for 
granted.

To the youths of  the coun-
try, he warned them not to 
submit themselves to be used 
for dirty political activities as 
2023 approaches, pleading, 
however, for everybody’s un-
derstanding in this difficult 
times.

In his remarks, Governor 
Uzodimma said he could 
not agree less with Archbish-
op Ndukuba that we need 
prayers in the country and 
that “God is the only solution 
to our problems.”

The Governor reiterated 
that he has come to serve Imo 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

A
s Governor Willie 
Obiano of  Anam-
bra State prepares 

to handover to the gover-
nor-elect, Prof  Chukwuma 
Soludo on March 17 2022, 
the Catholic bishop of  
Awka Diocese, His Lord-
ship Most Rev Paulinus 
Ezeokafor, has exalted the 
leadership of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA led Anambra State 
Government not to lower 
the standard of  governance 
in the State, saying that the 
trust and confidence repose 
in the party by the elector-
ate should not be taken for 
granted.

 Bishop Ezeokafor who 
stated this at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Cathedral, Awka 
during a victory thanksgiv-
ing mass organized in hon-
our of  APGA, Anambra 
State Chapter said that AP-
GA’s feat in the last guber-
natorial election was des-
tined by God. 

‘Your victorious outing in 
the last gubernatorial elec-
tion in the state was made 
possible by God. It was a 
hard-fought victory. We all 
witnessed what happened 
before the election. I’m not 
a card carrying member 
of  any political party but I 
watch and monitor political 
proceedings. 

‘Last guber election was 

not easy for APGA. Ndi 
Anambra voted because of  
what they believe the party 
has done over the years. We 
want that continued.  You 
must continue to provide 
that dividends of  democra-
cy to the people. Expecta-
tions are high,’ he said. 

The outspoken Cleric ad-
monished them to guard the 
mandate given to them by 
Ndi Anambra jealously and 
judiciously.  

The Charismatic and In-
fluential Prelate charged the 
party’s hierarchy to contin-
ue to work for the greater 
good of  the people, saying 
that the electorate voted for 
them to continue and im-
prove on their good works 
in the state. 

He explained that victo-
ry which he described as 
hard fought should not be 
toyed with, advising that 
the welfare of  the people of  
Anambra State should be 
first in their agenda. Bishop 
Ezeokafor commended the 
APGA leadership for com-
ing to appreciate God for 
what He had done for the 
party. 

Speaking the Chairman, 
APGA, Anambra State 
Chapter, Sir Norbert Obi 
thanked the bishop for the 
words of  admonitions and 
encouragements, assuming 
that the party would contin-
ue to churn out quality lead-
ership in the state.

 From Chuma Austin, Enugu

A 
governorship aspirant 
in Enugu State under 
the umbrella of  the 

Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) Professor Jehu Onyek-
were Nnaji, has said that all 
the six Local Government Ar-
eas that make up Enugu East 
Senatorial Zones should be 
given a level playing ground 
to produce the next governor 
in 2023.

Professor Nnaji who spoke 
through telephone from 
Rome where he had gone for 
consultations, said, “I discov-
ered that while the Governor 
of  Enugu State Hon. Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi and his predeces-
sors have jointly affirmed that 
the next Governor of  Enugu 
State will come from Enugu 
East Senatorial District that 
some persons have become 
misguided.

According to him, “This 
misconception stems from the 
fact that they deliberately give 
a different meaning to ‘East’ 
by thwarting the East in Enu-

gu East to mean Nkanu East 
local government or Enugu 
East local government while 
emphasizing only ‘East’ by 
eliminating the preceding tax-
onomy ‘Enugu’ and replacing 
it with Nkanu or by simply 
implying that Enugu East is 
to be understood as being a 
reference to the Local Gov-
ernment and not the Senato-
rial District”.

His words: “Some unscru-
pulous persons have gone 
further to draw non-existent 
genealogical links between 
Isi-Uzo and Enugu East while 
others disassociate the cultur-
al links between Nsukka and 
Isi-Uzo so as not to under-
mine Isi-Uzo in the current 
gubernatorial considerations.

 “All these tendentious per-
mutations of  concocting a dif-
ferent meaning to ‘East’ no-
menclature will snowball into 
a new scenario of  agitation 
within the Enugu East Sena-
torial District which adds to 
the heat in the polity especial-
ly when most in Enugu East 
Senatorial District view Sen-

The Concerned Northern APC Youth Forum when they visited governor Umahi in Abakiliki.

people sincerely and with the 
fear of  the Lord and urged 
them to be patient and sup-
portive of  his government, 
eschewing mayhem and vio-
lence. 

“Under my leadership I 
will do my best to pursue and 
ensure that we have peace. 
All l beg of  you is to stop all 
forms of  bloodletting and the 
things that result to violence 
and join hands with us to de-
velop our State. We have the 
resources, human and materi-
al and what it takes to do so 
is if  only we can put forward 
our first eleven.”

Governor Uzodimma 
thanked Imo people in gen-

eral and Ohaji people in par-
ticular for the opportunity 
to be in their midst for the 
Cathedral Church dedication 
and used the event to remind 
them once more that he is one 
of  them.

“Why I attended this ded-
ication personally is to use 
the opportunity to explain to 
my brothers and sisters from 
Ohaji that I am one of  them 
and to advice us to be peace-
ful and patient and to bear in 
mind that I will bring devel-
opment into Ohaji even if  it 
will be the only thing I will do 
as a governor. Only for you 
to persevere. We are almost 
there.”

ator Ekweremadu’s ambition 
to be inordinate knowing full 
well that Enugu West is not 
to be in the consideration in 
the scheme of  things in the 
next gubernatorial elections 
of  2023.

“These situations and the 
dangers they portend have 
taken different dimensions as 
other political mischief  mak-
ers have hijacked Enugu Pol-
itics seeing that Enugu is em-
broiled in determining how 
to roll out its long established 
Governorship  zoning system 
which revolves around the 
three Senatorial Zones in a 
cyclic manner. 

“Most of  these mischief  
makers are not from Enugu 
and have migrated to Enu-
gu from adjoining States of  
Ebonyi, Anambra, Abia and 
Imo. 

“While we are not at war 
with our brothers and sisters 
from nearby Igbo speaking 
states that make up the South-
east of  Nigeria, it has become 
pertinent to state that most 
of  these mushroom political 

pundits and opinion lead-
ers have established various 
whatsapp platforms, fake 
blog sites and other social 
media platforms and in some 
cases place calls to poten-
tial aspirants seeking money 
and other gratifications from 
them to promote them to 
emerge as favorite gubernato-
rial candidates.

“This they do by conduct-
ing fake opinion polls and as-
cribing fictitious marks to any 
aspirant(s) they have conned 
to pronounce them as the 
winning aspirants . 

“While the Governor of  
Enugu is a distinguished pol-
itician that knows his onions 
and can’t be swayed by such 
obnoxious and mendacious 
poll results, the danger is that 
the unsuspecting public might 
be taken in by such fake pos-
tulations. 

“It is time to nip such ac-
tions in the bud and put paid 
to such polls by nefarious in-
dividuals who want to heat 
up the polity of  Enugu State 
and take advantage of  its frag-
mentation therefrom.
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Editorial

Tackling the menace 
of truck drivers

Last week, a Mercedes 911 
truck rammed into six (6) 
other vehicles in queue at 

Ken Maduako’s oil and gas filling 
station by Ihialla, along Ihialla-
Onitsha expressway, Anambra 
state, precisely on Friday February 
18, 2022 at about 11:00am.

Details of the accident has it 
that about sixty-three (63) people 
compromising 52 male adults, 10 
female adults, and 1 male child 
were involved in the crash. A 
male adult and 1 male child lost 
their lives while nine (9) persons 
compromising 5 male adults, and 
4 female adults sustained varying 
degrees of injuries and the rest were 
rescued.

Barely, two weeks ago, more than 
six (6) persons were killed when 
a truck conveying a container, 
speeding from East street, lost 
control of its brakes and rammed 
into the popular and ever busy 
abattoir market with tricycles 
trapped under the wreckage.

There are also very many cases of 
unlatched containers dangerously 
placed on articulated vehicles fallen 
on a commercial bus loaded with 
passengers, there are also known 
instances of where truck drivers lost 
control of their heavy-duty trucks 
either as a result brake failure, 
recklessness or over-speeding with 
the vehicles veering off course 
and ramming into living houses, 
commercial buildings, schools or 
markets.

With these fatalities, the dreams 
and aspirations of these accident 
victims have either been fractured or 
cut short. Their likely contributions 
to the growth and development 
of their families, communities 
and Nigeria in general are also 
truncated.

Ironically, this is not the first 
time such accidents would result 
in a high number of fatalities. On 

many occasions, when an accident 
like these happen, there is public 
outcry, but after few days, life 
returns to normal with no concrete 
steps to prevent a reoccurrence with 
the regulatory agencies making sure 
that compliance to safety and traffic 
rules is enforced. If there are steps to 
forestall a reoccurrence, it is usually 
mouthed.

These recurring carnage on our 
roads occasioned by the vicious 
activities of reckless truck and 
trailer drivers and the seeming 
helpless posturing adopted by 
concerned authorities is growing 
to crazy level. The constant and 
continuous loss of life as a result 
of these recklessness on the part of 
these drivers is indeed worrisome, 
thereby begging for practical and 
result oriented measures to forestall 
or reduce future occurrences to the 
barrest minimum.

Hence, the need for the Federal 
Road Safety Commission to ensure 
safety on the roads because it appears 
to have lost purpose and direction. 

The Vehicle Inspection 
Officers (V.I.O) which is another 
establishment nearing moribund 
should be awaken to its principal 
responsibility of inspection of 
vehicles with a view to ascertaining 
its road worthiness.

Finally, concerted action is 
required by governments at all levels 
to checkmate the excesses of these 
drivers while safety regulations 
should be strictly enforced in order to 
guarantee the safety of all road users. 

Trucks that do not meet basic 
minimum standards of road 
worthiness should be impounded 
and discarded while designated 
holding bays should be provided 
for the parking of these trucks. The 
redundant enforcement agencies 
should be streamlined and re-
positioned for effective and result-
oriented operations.
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2023 NASS tickets: Imo PDP and 
strategic politicking imperative

M
any  Southerners 
perceive the 
North as being 

greedy for power. They 
accuse them of  loving and 
desiring to hold power in 
perpetuity.  To them, if  
you leave them alone they 
would grab  presidency, 
Senate President and 
Representatives Speaker 
and keep them to 
themselves.

And even with those 
three in their kitty the 
same North wouldn’t mind  
grabbing the judiciary also. 
The reality before us seems 
to support the blame. The 
North seem obsessed with 
power. They seem to see it 
as gift from God, without 
which they will perish.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari is a Northerner 
and will be completing his 
eight years as approved 
by law  next year. Being 
a Northerner  the South 
and other well meaning 
Nigerians have argued that 
power should shift to South. 
However,  his kinsmen 
seem not to be interested 
in the argument. Rather, 
they seem bent on power 
remaining in their region. 
Today, some of  them are 
seriously contesting the 
presidential tickets of  APC 
and PDP.

Therefore, the accusing 
finger being pointed at the 
region to some extent is 
true. But, then the question 
is: why is the North almost 
always better positioned at 
the threshold of  sensitive 
national offices? Why do 
they always appear better 

qualified and mostly 
dominate the pool from 
which leaders are chosen? 

The North enjoys 
that comparative and 
competitive edge in 
national leadership 
recruitment because  of 
the brand of  politics it 
plays. It is called strategic 
politicking. Another name 
for it is  collective or public 
interest politicking. It is 
diametrically opposed to 
selfish, individual politics 
that dominate South East.

There, if  you wish to 
contest election you must 
first convince yourself  that 
you are coming to serve 
your people. Also, when 
political parties throw up 
candidates for election, 
stakeholders sit down and 
look at the candidates and 
settle for the best. If  they do 
that, the election is won and 
lost even before its conduct.

These “selected”  
representatives so to say, 
enjoy enormous support 
from their people while in 
office, even when they may 
not be performing so well.  
They do that not because 
they are madly in love 
with those office holders, 
but, because they are best 
positioned to better serve 
their collective interest at 
the national stage. That 
is what can correctly 
be termed keeping one s 
peeled at the bigger national 
picture!

Can you compare that to 
the largely selfish, parochial 
“one man politics”  of 
South East? Since nobody 
cares to take responsibility 
people just wake up and 

start seeking elective offices, 
even when it’s obvious they 
are going there to serve 
themselves, and not the 
people. The unregulated 
system we practice here is 
mainly reason ill prepared 
and outrightly incompetent 
fellows emerge as leaders. 
And has remained one 
cause of   poor leadership  
that has bedevilled the zone 
at all levels in the present 
republic.

But, the region has 
borne the brunt more at the 
national level, particularly 
at the National Assembly 
these past  two decades. 
Despite the very well known 
clout National Assembly 
wields in the ruler ship of 
the nation,  South East has 
serially been an ordinary 
floor member there. The 
most  saddening part of 
the issue that this fate it 
suffers is self  inflicted. It is 
the inevitable consequence 
of  sending inexperienced 
neophytes to  its hallowed 
chambers every four years. 
That is to say we open doors 
for our marginalization 
and quickly turn round to 
shout that South East  is 
not getting  its fair share of 
the national cake. Is it not 
said that as you make your 
bed, so you sleep on it? 

By law and origin 
legislative leadership is not 
given but earned. You get it 
by ranking and experience. 
So,any zone desirous of 
producing its  principal 
officer(s) must boast of 
ranking lawmakers. If  not, 
even if  a principal office is 
initially zoned to it,  it must 
be taken away and handed 

to those who merit it, even 
if  they are all  from one 
state!

That explains why 
between 2011 to 2015 Imo 
had the privilege of  having 
two principal officers in the 
House of  Representatives . 
Rt Hon Emeka Ihedioha 
was Deputy Speaker, while 
Rt Hon Bethel Amadi 
presided the Pan African 
Parliament, PAP.

That opportunity 
yielded bountifully for all 
stakeholders including 
professionals like  
journalists. Rt Hon Bethel 
Amadi ferried them from 
time to time to South 
Africa to cover proceedings 
of  PAP. 

Many have harped on 
the urgent need to  bring 
back that golden era o f 
representation. Similarly, it 
has variously been argued 
that  2023 is the most 
auspicious time to take that 
step of  faith.

The idea has been 
canvassed too that by 
virtue of  its demonstrable 
contribution to promotion 
of  Igbo political  interests, 
the PDP ought to champion 
that recovery agenda.

The party has what it 
takes to do that. And so all 
eyes are on it to kick start 
the process by handing 
its tickets to those whose 
tenures post 2023 can 
reenact Rt Hons Ihedioha 
and Amadi mercurial 
representation. Based o n 
the time honoured rules of 
the legislature, it is an open 
secret it is only aspirants 
seeking reelection the 
embody such prospects.

This, however, is not to 
say one is advocating free 
for all jamboree. No way. 
There should be conditions 
precedent for bestowing 
such privilege. Good 
performance scorecard 
in the previous assembly 
naturally should top the 
list .If  an aspirant for 
reelection has been verified 
and found fit, such person 
deserve to be patted on the 
back with re election ticket.

The good news here is  
Imo PDP parades som e 
high flying lawmake rs. 
Senator Onyewuchi has 
been nationally and locally 
certified a performer. 
Mention must be made also 
of  Hons Ikenna Elezieanya 
and Bede Eke. 

Senator Onyewuchi has 
so excelled that many have 
openly urged his party 
to reward his  laudable 
representation with a 
return ticket.

With a strategic 
leadership led by Engr 
Charles Ugwu  in place 
there is every reason to 
think it will take a look 
at that logical thought 
because its huge potentials.
Fielding people like him 
would  make campaigns 
easy and brighten electoral 
victory chances for PDP.

But, even a more 
tantalizing  prospect is the 
possibility of   his clinching 
Senate President or the 
Deputy President. So, 
like the North Imo PDP 
should think smart and 
play strategically next year, 
as doing that would benefit 
them,party members, 
Imolites and Ndi Igbo in 
general.

Opinion 

By Casmir Echebiri 

Ihedioha Onyewuchi Ugwu
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riting and passing 

Wexams can be very 
c h a l l e n g i n g , 

especially for terrifying courses. 
But nothing is impossible to do 
for well-determined students.

From exper ience and 
statistics, there are several 
cases of  students failing due to 
seriousness. But here is a no-
nonsense guide on how to pass 
exams with flying colours 
w h i c h  eve r y  s t u d e n t  i s 
expected to make proper 
references to:

C h o o s e  a  l e a r n i n g 
environment

Your environment tells 
more about how much you can 
understand what you read. 
Where you carry out your 
studies influences your ability 
to write well in exams and 
make good grades.

Never read in a noisy and 
busy environment where you 
will be distracted by activities 
in your environment as you are 
reading.

Fight fear with all your 
strength

F e a r  i s  a  s p i r i t  o f  
distraction and failure of  
students especially during 
examination period. Fear 
alone can cause a lot of  
p r o b l e m s  d u r i n g  a n 
examination. You need to 
make good use of  the ability to 
overcome the fear of  writing 
exams no matter how hard the 
paper is.

 Many fail exams not 
because they never read but 
because they allowed the fear 
and threat of  exam intimidate 
them and they end up failing 
the exam despite all their 
efforts put together for the 
exam

Avoid  c ramming  for 
exams

Never cram. This is a term 
used to express a situation 
where students engage in 
cramming only to pass exams. 
Cramming is a bad reading 
habit that can defend student 
by forgetting a single line your 
read in your book.

Students who cram a lot 
tends to forget all they have 
c r a m m e d  a f t e r  t h e 
examination period and most 
of  the times even before the 
examination as little stress or 
distraction can make then loss 
what the brain holds because 
they didn't study to remember. 
They were cramming only to 
write their examinations.

 Students who want to pass 
exams with good grade are 
advised to study hard and shun 
any form of  cramming as this 

h a s  n e v e r  h e l p e d  a n y 
successful student.

Avoid school distractions
All works and no play 

make Jack a dull boy…. but 
should Jack play away his 
time? No. must commonly 
distraction to students is 
s c h o o l  p a r t i e s .  B e i n g 
organised for both freezer and 
existing students in the college.

Don't be late to exams
If  always late to school, 

don' t  even tr y  i t  during 
examinations. During exams, 
coming to school late will 
output a very awful result as 
the student will be in a rush 
and might be given late 
penalties while others are busy 
writing their examination.

The above situations can 
disorganise a student and 
make him/her perform low 
during the examination and 
probably submit same time 
with others.

Develop a passion for 
your course

Developing passion for all 
courses  of fer ing  i s  ver y 
important note to pass an 
exam irrespective of  how 
unprofessional the lecturer 
taking the course is never hate 
the course or  develop a 
mindset of  not attending the 
course class.

Many students complain 
they got admission into the 
course they don't like but they 
have to accept the admission 
because they are tired of  
staying at home.

Such type of  students will 
find it difficult to write and 

pass such courses excellently 
simply because they don't have 
a passion for the course they 
are studying.

Developing a passion for 
your course is a sure way to 
writing exams with high 
grades.

What do you want to 
achieve this semester?

Setting a goal on what to 
achieve during a semester is 
another perfect way to do 
effectively in an exam and 
pass.

This particular tip has 
h e l p e d  m a n y  s t u d e n t s 
determine what they want and 
working towards it to achieve 
success.

P r e p a r e  a  r e a d i n g 
schedule for your studies

M a k i n g  a  r e a d i n g 
timetable is an effective way to 
make better performance 
dur ing  exams,  th i s  i s  a 
practical approach to reading 
what you intend to read at the 
right time.

Reading timetable will 
make sure you cover all the 
courses you're supposed to 
read and get ready for your 
examination.

It is true that after setting 
your reading timetable, there 
could be other challenges like 
feeling sleepy while reading, 
but mastering your reading 
t imetab le  wi l l  he lp  you 
overcome it.

Make reading a habit
Some students are fond of  

reading only when the exam is 
close, there will always go 
short of  time reading all the 

courses they will have to write, 
e s p e c i a l ly  f o r  s t u d e n t s 
studying in schools with tight 
exam timetable.

 You will write exams with 
flying colours when you make 
reading a habit. You can 
achieve this through constant 
reading.

Sleep is necessary
As a student it good to read 

but at the same time after 
reading your brain need to rest 
as to digest what you have read 
previously.

According to research it is 
good to always have up to 8 
hours of  sleep every day, this 
does not matter whether you 
want to read throughout the 
night or not, you can sleep 
during the day and read at 
night. Or read in the daytime 
and then get yourself  full hours 
of  sleep at night.

Join a reading team
As a student always have it 

in mind that only you cannot 
know it all. You need others to 
make yourself  a successful 
personality.

Test  yourse l f  before 
exams

Cultivate the habit of  
testing yourself  to know the 
level of  your understanding 
concerning that courses you 
have being reading so far.

After reading, before you 
go for the exams, you can ask 
friends in your reading group 
to ask you certain questions 
within and outside all you 
studied and see how well you 
can answer those questions.

 Apart from answering 

questions from friends, you 
can also organise your own 
personal quiz and see how well 
you can attend to them you 
just have to be honest with 
yourself  here.

If  there's anything you 
forget, you can always make 
references to your reading 
materials and conduct several 
revisions before the exam 
starts.

Ask others in the higher 
class

Seek the help of  your 
gurus-those who know then 
you. Those who are in higher 
class that have pass through 
y o u r  c l a s s  f o r  p r o p e r 
clarification.

You can always meet 
others who are in a higher 
class, ask them how they 
managed to write and pass 
certain university courses, 
follow their strategies to see 
how best it works for you.

They were once at your 
stage, now they have passed it, 
the possibility that things will 
work out for you same as it did 
for them is high.

Get past note and study 
past questions

Most of  the exams you are 
yet to write have been written 
by some other persons, some 
time ago.

Reading past questions 
will help you know the scheme 
or strategies adopted in setting 
a particular school exam and 
the approaches you can apply 
to make high grades.

14 smart ways to prepare, pass exams
By Confidence Ugbosan 



Page 7Wednesday 23 – Thursday 24, February, 2022

h e  N a t i o n a l TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigerian Students 

(NANS) has issued a one-
week ultimatun to the 
Federal Government to 
address the issues raised by 
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (ASUU), 
leading to a one month 

takeholders in the 

Seducation sector have 
urged the Federal 

Polytechnic, Ado Ekiti to 
synergise with industries as 
part of  means to rev up its 
economy and as  wel l 
positively turn around the 
fortune of  the institution. 

The stakeholders, who 
spoke at the opening of  a 
two-day maiden Economic 
Summit of  the institution 
w i t h  t h e  t h e m e , 
“Motivation, productivity 
and institutional progress: 
T h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  
harnessing the potentials of  
Federal Polytechnic, Ado 
Ekiti”, said that the school, 
in view of  the importance 
of  polytechnics to any 
nation's socio-economic 
growth and development, 
must live to its billing by 
being innovative. 

The Rector, Federal 
School of  Surveying, Oyo, 
D r  D u p e  O l a y i n k a -
Dosunmu, who urged FPA 
to harness the wealth of  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i t s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b y  t h e 
formation of  consultancy 
outfits to render services to 
the public, also charged it to 
step up in the area of  
applied research, which she 
sa id  produced  usab le 
results. 

According  to  her, 
results of  applied research 
are used for producing 
goods for basic human 
n e c e s s i t i e s  t h e r e b y 

improving the quality of  
l i f e  o f  the  c i t i zenr y ; 
improving the quality of  
industrial products, or for 
s o l v i n g  s o c i a l  a n d 

economic problems.
Olayinka-Dosunmu 

also said, “The institution 
can go into large-scale 
c o m m e r c i a l  f a r m i n g , 
i n t e g r a t i n g  a n i m a l 
h u s b a n d r y  ( p i g g e r y, 
poultry, fish and livestock 

he proprietor of  TEkoUniversity Of  
M e d i c i n e  A n d 

Health Sciences, Ijanikin, 
L a g o s ,  D r  A y o d e l e 
Ibraheem, has said he will 
bring back Nigerians in 
d iaspora  to  jo in  the 
crusades of  good medical 
education and medical 
d e l i ve r y  s y s t e m s  i n 
Nigeria. 

Speaking during the 
matriculation of  its 50 
s t u d e n t s ,  I b r a h e e m 
revealed that he would 
e m b a r k  o n  t h e 
construction of  a major 
M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h 
Hospital Complex. 

“Very soon, I will be 
e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h e 
construction of  a major 
M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h 
Hospital Complex that 
will be admired by all. 

“I will bring back 
Nigerians in diaspora to 
c o m e  a n d  j o i n  t h e 
crusades of  good medical 
education and medical 
delivery systems in due 

course. Because of  the 
founder's international 
connections, we will be 
featuring medical experts 
j o i n  t h e  p r o j e c t s , 
e s p e c i a l ly  f r o m  t h e 
United States and some 
European countries in 
which I have several 
affiliations.”

The  ac t ing  Vice -
C h a n c e l l o r , 
E k o U N I M E D,  P r o f . 
A d e d ayo  E j i w u n m i , 
encouraged  the  new 
students to read to learn, 
g r ow  a n d  a p p ly  t h e 
knowledge garnered for 
t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e 
society. 

Ejiwunmi enjoined 
them to learn to reflect on 
whatever they read from 
various perspectives until 
the subject-matter had 
become instilled in them.

He said, “This is the 
community of  innovative 
creative thinkers who 
keep challenging the 
status quo with demands 
that require thoughtful 

responses 
“In this palace of  

enlightenment, you will 
l e a r n  n o t  t o  k e e p 
repeating the mistakes of  
our predecessors correct 
your own past errors so 
that we will not remain 
immature and perpetually 
underdeveloped.  You are 
h e r e  t o  Re a d .  Re a d 
anything and everything 
you find useful mentally, 
academically no matter 
how challenging and 
demanding.  Read to 
l e a r n ,  t o  g r o w,  t o 
understand and apply. For 
that to happen, learn to 
reflect on what you read. 
To reflect is to recognise 
your best way to learn or 
be helped.” 

The Pro-Chancellor, 
Prof. Olanipekun Alausa,  
during the investiture of  
Dr Abayomi Finnih as the 
f i r s t  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  
E k o U N I M E D 
congratulated Ibraheem 
for choosing Finnih. 

farming, snail and rabbit 
keeping). For example, the 
greater part of  the food 
consumed in Afe Babalola 
University is produced 
within the university.” 

warning strike.
The students '  body 

s a i d ,  t h e  F e d e r a l 
government has one week 
to resolve the crisis or 
students would embark on 
a national mass action 
across the country.

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
s tudent ' s  associat ion, 

Sunday Adedayo, stated 
this in Sokoto shortly after 
s i gn ing  the  r ev iewed 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e 
association at the Sokoto 
State Government House.

“The Nigerian students 
have concluded and given 
the mandate that if  the 
Federal Government and 

ASUU do not resolve this 
between today and Friday, 
Nigerian students should 
mobilise and give the 
language the government 
understands.

“A day of  national 
mass action has been fixed 
– February 28, which is 
next week Monday. Every 

Nigerian student that the 
ASUU strike has sent 
home should block all the 
Federal roads and the 
office of  the Minister of  
Education and the office of  
the Minister of  Labour 
should also be blocked. If  
Nigerian students are at 
h o m e,  o f f i c e  o f  t h e 
Minister of  Education and 
Minister of  Labour cannot 
be opened,” the NANS 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
a p p r o v e d  t h e 

appointment of  Dr Salisu 
Umar as the substantive 
Rector for the Auchi 
Polytechnic.

A statement by the 
polytechnic's spokesman, 
Mustapha Oshiobugie 
said his appointment 
followed the demise of  Mr 
Sanusi Jimah in October 
2020 while the institution 
has had two rectors in 
acting capacity between 
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  a n d 
Febr uar y  2022 when 
Umar was announced as 
the substantive Rector.

He said the new rector 
was a Chief  Lecturer prior 
to his appointment and 
ho lds  the  Doctor  o f  
Philosophy degree in 
Statistics from  Ambrose 
Alli University, Ekpoma.

U m a r  b e g a n  h i s 
academic career with the 
Auchi Polytechnic in 1994 

and  rose  s t ead i ly  to 
become a Chief  lecturer.

The statement said 
Umar later joined the 
S e r v i c e s  o f  K a d u n a 
Polytechnic as a Chief  
L e c t u r e r  i n  2 0 1 8  a 
position from which he 
got his new appointment.

A  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Statistician, Umar is a 
m e m b e r  o f  s e v e r a l 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s 
a m o n g s t  w h i c h  a r e 
m e m b e r s  o f  N i ge r i a 
Statistical Association; 
Nigeria Statistical Society; 
International Research 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Institute.”

Other professional 
bodies he belongs to are 
Institute of  Chartered 
Economists of  Nigeria; 
International Association 
o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d 
Computer Scientists and 
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Management Consultants 
among others.

President said.
I n  a  s t a t e m e n t , 

Adebayo described as 
unfortunate the attitude of  
the Federal Government, 
lamenting that frequent 
strikes have bastardised 
Niger ia ' s  educat ional 
system.

The student body was 
in Sokoto for the review of  
its Constitution after 30 
years of  its existence.

ASUU strike: NANS issues one week ultimatum to FG

Stakeholders advise poly on research, synergy
with industries

EkoUNIMED seeks involvement
of diasporan in medical education

Auchi poly gets new
rector
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O
ne of  the public 
health nuisances 
identified in the 

1963 regional Public 
Health Laws in Nigeria is 
noise pollution. These laws 
make the generation of  
noise anywhere in Nigeria 
a punishable offence; so 
the law says that those 
who hoot their horns 
excessively, those who play 
their musical equipment 
on high volumes, those 
churches which mount 
Hauja and other loud 
speakers at the roofs and 
windows of  their churches 
through which they 
disturb people and pollute 
the immediate physical 
environments of  their 
neighbours are committing 
an offence under the Public 
Health Law in Nigeria.

Those mobile and 
domiciled record sellers 
and musical advertisers 
also commit the same 
offence, ditto siren abusers 
and herbal medicine 
advertisers. Those who 
tune in high volumes their 
radio and television sets 
commit the same offence, 
just as some children also 
pollute the environment of  
man through noise-making  
just as some of  those who 
engage in construction 
works in one way or the 
other do. Some vehicles also 
generate noise pollution 
in the neighbourhood. 
Noise nuisance can also 
come from those church 
members who hold what 
the call ‘crusade’ in the 
night. The noise generated 
during such crusade 
activities from the loud 
speakers they mount 
and generators they use 
could be so nauseating 
and innocuous on those 
affected, irritating and 
disturbing. 

 While sound generally 
is harmless, noise, which 
could be described as 
excess and unwanted 
sound, could be very 
dangerous to public health 
and is everywhere in 

Nigeria today. Noise and 
sound is measured in 
decibel, and when sound 
is above certain decibels, 
it becomes a public health 
nuisance that goes ahead 
to affect the well-being of  
the hearer in one way or 
the other. These include 
affecting the ear cavity 
and inducing stressful 
situations as a result of  
listlessness and frustration, 
depression.

When NESREA was 
birthed in the early twenty-
twenties and given the 
right to check and punish 
noise nuisance in Nigeria, 
many discerning public 
health professionals 
heaved a sigh of  relief  
and thanked goodness 
that a Daniel had come to 
judgement after all; such 
Nigerians had hoped that 
since the environmental 
health officers could 
not actually abate noise 
nuisance and control it 
effectively by then, that the 
federal agency was going 
to give them succour in 
that regard as churches 
and other noise-generating 
sources were going to be 
checked nationwide in the 
interest of  public health.

But such public health 
professionals were 
mistaken. This was because 
nothing tangible has come 
out from that angle till 

Noise nuisance abatement – Where FG, 
state govts have failed Nigerians!
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today. Noise nuisance 
has continued unabated, 
and noise generation has 
continued to plague the 
nation hitherto. Those who 
are to check noise nuisance 
are actually not doing 
that today with the result 
that more Nigerians are 
affected by noise nuisance 
in area of  hearing loss and 
impairments.

Not many noise 
generators have been taken 
to courts and convicted 
by the law enforcement 
agents. So, when the news 
spread that the Lagos state 
government had banned 
the use of  amplifiers at 
the various motor parks in 
the state is most assuring. 
Those who conceived the 
idea should be thanked and 
commended for thinking 
out how to save Lagosians 
from the health problems 
noise pollution brings to 
them. Such people should 
be praised for deciding to 
protect the health of  their 
people and prolong their 
lives in the act. 

I am even happier that 
the ban on use of  amplifiers 
at Lagos motor parks was 
announced by the Special 
Adviser on Transport, 
Olawatoyin Fainka, and 
not his counterpart on 
health or environment 
whose responsibility it 
should be to take the 

necessary steps to protect 
the health of  their people. 
This clearly shows that 
noise pollution really 
affects all strata of  people 
in Lagos and all other parts 
of  Nigeria and should be 
condemned and controlled 
immediately in the interest 
of  public health.  

This is where the 
environmental health 
officers that should abate 
noise nuisance have also 
failed Nigerians among 
other aspects of  public 
health services; they have 
preferred ‘one or two 
premises’ inspection where 
they go ahead to intimidate 
their clientele and extort 
money from them in the 
process. They prefer to visit 
private schools where they 
demand monetary gains to 
checking noise nuisance in 
the country

The religious 
organisations that choose 
to mount amplifiers and 
loudspeakers on the roof-
tops and windows of  the 
church buildings must be 
banned too. The noise they 
generate must be checked 
henceforth. They should 
not be allowed to continue 
to disturb members of  the 
public through the noise 
their loud speakers and 
amplifiers generate. 

Many people have 
been suffering in the 
hands of  these religious 

organisations in the area of  
noise nuisance. Recently, a 
professor of  medicine at 
the University of  Nigeria 
Teaching Hospital had 
complained bitterly that 
each time he returned to his 
village in Arochukwu, he 
would face noise nuisance 
from a nearby church that 
always mounted horn-
speakers and amplifiers 
on top and at the windows 
of  the church and start 
blaring excessive sound 
that would not allow him 
to concentrate each time 
he came back to his village.

Those overzealous 
security officials and 
arrogant politicians who 
prefer to abuse sirens 
during convoys must be 
checked too. They should 
not continue to create and 
generate noise nuisance 
that disturbs the people 
when they escort their 
‘ogas’ to places. These 
groups of  people have 
continued to disturb the 
peace and tranquilly of  the 
people of  Nigeria regularly. 

Really, in the area of  
noise nuisance control, 
the federal and state 
governments of  Nigeria 
have actually failed 
Nigerians, and the earlier 
they realise this ‘mistake’ 
and decide to reverse 
the trend, the better for 
the health interest of  
Nigerians.

Not many noise generators have been 
taken to courts and convicted by the law 
enforcement agents. So, when the news 
spread that the Lagos state government 
had banned the use of ampli�ers at the 
various motor parks in the state is most 

assuring. Those who conceived the idea 
should be thanked and commended for 
thinking out how to save Lagosians from 

the health problems noise pollution brings 
to them. Such people should be praised 
for deciding to protect the health of their 
people and prolong their lives in the act.

��

While sound generally is harmless, 
noise, which could be described as 

excess and unwanted sound, could be 
very dangerous to public health and 
is everywhere in Nigeria today. Noise 

and sound is measured in decibel, and 
when sound is above certain decibels, it 
becomes a public health nuisance that 
goes ahead to affect the well-being of 

the hearer in one way or the other. These 
include affecting the ear cavity and 

inducing stressful situations as a result of 
listlessness and frustration, depression.

��
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Imo turning into a centre of attraction 
under Gov. Hope Uzodimma

T
he altitude of  definitive 
development that has 
enveloped Imo State in 

recent times still confounds 
pundits. Before now, the state 
had been used to a superficial and 
plastic wave of  development. No 
one could vouch for any solid 
developmental agenda of  then 
state chief  executives.

Government business was 
then conducted in a most shoddy 
and implausible manner. Roads, 
were for instance, awarded 
without any design and the 
contracts hurriedly completed in 
months. The same roads would 
unfortunately cave in under few 
weeks or months. Yet the state 
carried on as if  all was well. The 
answered prayer of  beleaguered 
Imolites has today been made 
manifest in the person of  Dist. 
Sen Hope Uzodinma. He came 
with the full complement of  
faith which his spectacular name 
brings.

He drove all the way with a 
full tank of  hope to trounce the 
muggers of  his electoral fortunes. 
No sooner did he achieve this 
feat than he swung into action. 
Like a leader that was truly on a 
messianic mission, the Governor 
did not tread on the well-worn, 
popular and even populist 
route, yet unsustainable path of  
quick and expensive display of  
gubernatorial bounteousness. 

He decided instead to follow 
the path of  fiscal prudence and 
responsibilty characterized by 
careful planning. Not many did 
show understanding of  what the 
Governor was doing at the time 
as people were used to a quick 
fix however unsustainable and 
illogical.With the strength of  a 
meticulous czar, Gov Uzodinma 
set about cleaning the payroll 
mess that he met on ground. 
This was a payroll replete with 
fictitious characters and dubious 
acts. 

As soon as he verified the true 
civil servants whose data were 
consistent with the database, the 
Governor made sure they were 
paid their wages as and when due. 
He did not stop at that as he gave 
instruction that workers should 
be paid 100% of  their wages, as 
against the 70% perpetuated by 
the Okorocha administration 
and disingenuously sustained 
by the Ihedioha government. 
In a private conversation, one 
of  the union leaders in a state 
owned higher institution in 
Imo told me that among all 
the governors in Imo that he 
interfaced with as a union leader, 
Dist. Sen Hope Uzodinma is 
the most transparent of  them 
all. The unionist also told me 
that under this administration, 
Imo workers’ salaries became 
automated and consistent. 

I recall that recently, a state 
civil servant also told me with 
boundless joy that the coming 
of  Gov Uzodinma corrected all 
anomalies in his salary package, 
hinting that the shortfall of  over 
50% in his salary was instantly 
corrected, and arrears paid to 
him.It may not be necessitous 
to delve into the details of  
the colossal incentives which 

the Gov Hope Uzodinma 
administration has showered 
on civil servants; what with the 
logistic support, health services 
and the historic 13th month 
salary. There is then the New 
Year gift of  salary payment 
before month-end through a 
rolling facility from Zenith Bank. 

Truth is that it is all clear to 
Imo civil servants, stakeholders 

and pundits alike that Gov 
Hope Uzodinma does not 
act to be applauded. He 
works with extreme care and 
plan to bequeath sustainable 
infrastructure and system to 
Imo State. Like a relentless hard 
worker, Gov Hope Uzodinma 
sacrificed everything, friendship, 
patronage, warts and all, to 
recover lands and properties 
misappropriated by the 
Okorocha administration.

Being a man of  due process, 
he retained the Judicial Panel 
of  Inquiry instituted by the 
Ihedioha administration. And 
no sooner that he received their 
report than he constituted a 
committee which produced a 
white paper on the report which 
was promptly gazetted. Poor 
Imolites who were shortchanged 
in the past, with their lands 
forcefully wrestled from them, 
have today heaved a sigh of  
relief  upon repossessing their 
properties. 

From all intents and 
purposes, Imo State has 
officially bidden goodbye to the 
culture of  impunity which had 

defined the landscape of  the 
state. Is it not historic that it is 
under the administration of  Gov 
Uzodinma that official impunity 
by government officials has 
been declared ended? It is also 
historic that financial sleaze and 
official embezzlement of  public 
funds has become a thing of  
the past. Wait a minute, this is 
a feat unparalleled. It is only a 
leader with a deep commitment 
to the welfare of  the masses that 
could go as far as restraining 
his appointees from helping 
themselves with public funds as 
was the practice in Imo in the 
inglorious past. 

Now, without blowing his 
trumpet, Gov Hope Uzodinma 
has been redefining Imo under 
two years, with a lot of  sharp 
and unwholesome practices 
giving way to transparent 
and sustainable methods. 
Any wonder the World Bank 
recently gave a thumbs-up to 
the government of  Imo State 
for her bold stance on fiscal 
responsibility.

Today, Imo State has 
become a centre of  attraction. 
Hundreds of  kilometres of  
urban and rural roads are being 
constructed or reconstructed by 
the administration of  Gov Hope 
Uzodinma. The cheery aspect 
of  it all is that these roads are 
being undertaken with strict 
specifications to standards. 
Thus, Gov Uzodinma has come 
to boldly announce that it is still 
possible to construct durable 
roads in Imo, after all. 

Major roundabouts in Owerri 
are wearing a new look with 
the ambitious urban renewal 
programme of  the Governor. 
The gigantic twin Owerri-Orlu 
and Owerri-Okigwe roads are 
signature projects that would 
soon turn Imo into a one-city 
state. These were roads on which 
others before Gov Uzodinma 
merely did a “patch-patch” 
work. Remarkably, the Governor 
has already announced plans to 
deploy the foreign construction 
giant, Craneburg, handling the 
two projects to other aspects of  
the state upon delivery of  their 
current contracts. This only 
bespeaks a Governor with a 
heart of  gold.         

Despite distractions posed 
by the buccaneers of  the state, 
who have retreated into a bloc of  
detractors and terror-sponsors, 
the Dist. Sen Hope Uzodinma 
I know would deliver on his 
mandate of  giving succor to 
the long-suffering masses of  the 
state. And in the end, this bloc of  
buccaneers which John Storey, a 
famous British Cultural theorist, 
dismissed as mere hegemonists, 
would eventually fizzle into 
oblivion as the Governor returns 
the state to the real stakeholders, 
the people. God bless Imo State 
of  Nigeria.

 By Sam Osuji

Uzodimma

Despite distractions posed by the buccaneers 
of the state, who have retreated into a bloc of 

detractors and terror-sponsors, the Dist. Sen Hope 
Uzodinma I know would deliver on his mandate of 
giving succor to the long-suffering masses of the 

state. And in the end, this bloc of buccaneers which 
John Storey, a famous British Cultural theorist, 

dismissed as mere hegemonists, would eventually 
�zzle into oblivion as the Governor returns the 

state to the real stakeholders, the people. 

“

“
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s the Batch A Stream I 

Aof  corps members are 
set  to arrive their 

various camps all over the 
c o u n t r y  f r o m  t o d a y 
(Wednesday) 23rd February, 
2022 it would only be justified 
to emphasize on the origin, 
development and spread of  the 
Mammy Markets located in 
vir tually in all  the army 
Barracks in the country where 
the NYSC holds its 3-week 
camp for corps members.

It was in 1959, Mammy 
Maria Ode, a young girl from 
Jericho-Ugboju in the present 
Otukpo Local Government 
Area of  Benue State, was 
married to Anthony Aboki 
Ochefu at the tender age of  14, 
a young Non-Commissioned 
military officer, who had just 
been posted to Enugu from 
Abeokuta.

They were quartered at the 
Army Barracks,  Abakpa, 
Enugu. To beat idleness and 
perhaps earn some money to 
support her young family, Mrs. 
Mammy Ochefu established a 
soft drinks business. She 
prepared gruel, which is called 
umu or enyi in Idoma, or kunu 
in Hausa, for sale to soldiers. 
She soon became popular with 
her stuff  as soldiers trooped to 
her house to buy enyi. Some of  
her  best  customers  were 
officers, who always sent their 
batmen to buy some of  the 
g r uel  for  them, Monday 
through Friday.

Somehow, one of  the Non-
Commissioned Officers, the 
RSM, did not flow with the 
enthusiasm which Mammy's 
gruel generated among other 
military men in the barracks. 
He complained that it was 
a t t rac t ing  f l i e s  in to  the 
barracks and ordered Mrs. 
Mammy Ochefu to stop its 
production and sale.

Though surprised and 
disappointed at the order of  the 
R S M ,  s h e  s t o p p e d  t h e 
production and sale of  enyi. 
Her husband, not being an 
officer at the time, could not 
challenge the order of  the 
RSM.

For weeks, Mrs. Mammy 
Ochefu agonized over the fate 
of  her business, just as officers 
and men of  the Nigerian Army 
who enjoyed her enyi because 
of  its freshness and nutritional 
value lamented the situation.

From several quarters, 
pressure mounted on the RSM 
for a reversal of  the order. After 
a while, he succumbed to the 
pressure and directed that a 
section of  the barracks be 
reserved for Mrs. Mammy 
Ochefu to produce and sell her 
enyi. Her joy knew no bounds.

Few days after, a section of  
the barracks was given to her. 
She built a small shop and 
soon, her business began to 
boom. Most of  her customers 
booked for their shares in 
advance. Before noon, she 
would have finished selling the 
available enyi for the day.

Soon, other women in the 
barracks tapped into her 
fortune and started selling 
other items. It was not long 
before that portion of  the 
barracks became known as 
Mammy Market .  I t  a l so 
became a policy to establish 
markets inside or near military 
bar racks  in  the countr y, 
initially for the exclusive use of  
officers and men. She then 
registered the business in 1971, 
and in no time, the business 
had grown into a supermarket 
and a transport business. The 
idea of  the business 'Mammy 
Market' has grown with the 
countr y  and wherever  a 
military camp is situated, 

Mammy market is 
a l so  es tab l i shed. 
T h r o u g h  t h i s 
initiative, Mammy 
O c h e f u  h e l p e d 
millions of  Nigerian 
women across the 
c o u n t r y  t o  b e 
business owners. We 
c e l e b r a t e  t h i s 
b e a u t i f u l  s t r o n g 
woman who defied 

all odds to create jobs for 
millions of  women.

Today, no visit to Abuja, 
the Federal Capital City, is 
complete without a taste of  
fresh fish in one of  the Mammy 
Markets, especially the one 
attached to Abacha Barracks. 
Similar markets attached to 
paramilitary barracks are also 
called Mammy Markets.

A f t e r  t h e  c o u p  t h a t 
overthrew General Yakubu 
Gowon,  Anthony Aboki 
Ochefu, then a Colonel was 
posted to East Central State as 
Military Governor.

So Mrs. Mammy Ochefu 
and her husband returned to 
Enugu as the First Family; she 
sometimes visited the site 
where Mammy Market started 
about sixteen years earlier. It 
must be stressed too that in 
retirement, Colonel Anthony 
Aboki Ochefu and his wife 
incorporated a company, 
Mammy Markets, which was 
into haulage and trading. 

W i k t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s 
Mammy Market as (chiefly in 
Nigeria) a market attached to a 
barracks where products for 
soldiers are sold. In recent 
times the markets have grown 
more populous since the 
inception of  the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
in 1973 by General Yakubu 
Gowon (rtd) and Adebayo 
Adedeji. It now houses not just 
kunu joints but various items 
and services on sale like mama-
put restaurants where corps 
members who prefer not to eat 
the food provided by the 
Federal Government in their 
camps go to satisfy their 
hunger at affordable rates. It 
also provides services to charge 
phones, wash and iron clothes, 
PoS stands, essential camp 
items like buckets, mosquito 
nets even bars where corps 
members go to relax and 
relieve the stress accrued 
during the day's activities 
which is mostly filled with 
parades under the scorching 
sun. Today, asking a serving or 
erstwhile corps member the 
highlight or what he/she 
misses most about the NYSC 
camp no doubt it will be the 
Mammy Markets which makes 
the 3-week stay less boring than 
it originally was and all thanks 
to Mammy Maria Ochefu for 
her endearing foresight and 
business-oriented mindset.

Notably,  the  Mammy 
Market is not just for buying 
and selling but also serves as a 
social ground for camp lovers 
and gatherings alike. Activities 
that are banned in camp are 
mostly experienced in the 
markets where people from all 
over the country mingle and 
fraternize amongst themselves 
w h i c h  m o s t  o f  t h e s e 
relationships are continued 
away from the markets and 
camps.

Mrs. Mammy Ochefu has 
inarguably built a lasting 
legacy however, in a recent 
interview she lamented on 
b e i n g  n e g l e c t e d  a n d 
disregarded by the Federal 
Government and the nation 
who have yet to attribute the 
Mammy Markets, its origin 
and all that it represents to her 
officially as the founder and 
originator. She pleads for 
r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  s u c h  a 
magnanimous feat as a woman 
at a time when women were 
seen as housekeepers and not 
given a chance to contribute to 
the fore especially as the wife 
of  military personnel. Mrs. 
Mammy Ochefu is alive at 79 
years and lives in Otukpo 
where she has a livestock farm 
and engages them for personal 
use and sales. She is indeed one 
of  the prized legends of  our 
time.

Retrospect
Mammy market, NYSC: The untold story
By Ifeanyi Raymond

Mammy Ochefu in the 1950'sMammy Ochefu in the 1950'sMammy Ochefu in the 1950's

Mammy Ochefu in recent timeMammy Ochefu in recent timeMammy Ochefu in recent time

Corps members at the Mammy Market in its full gloryCorps members at the Mammy Market in its full gloryCorps members at the Mammy Market in its full glory

Entrance of one of the Mammy MarketsEntrance of one of the Mammy MarketsEntrance of one of the Mammy Markets
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2023: Reject politicians above 50 years - Group 

N
ational Prosperity 
M o v e m e n t  ,
has stated that 

Nigerian presidential 
election come 2023 will 
not be fit for any persons 
who has attained the age 
of  fifty years and above 
rather for a committed 
youth who is not biased of  
any ethnic, religious, and 
political sentiments.

National Coordinator 
of  the group, Chief  
Jerry Uchenna Nwohu 
disclosed this during the 
group’s strategic meeting 

in Awka with the theme 
“The Nigerian Agenda: 
Economic Prosperity is 
Possible” 

Chief  Nwohu while 
expressing satisfaction over 
the outcome of  the event, 
said the course of  this drive 
is a kind of  generational 
movement where we need 
a departure from the past, 
“if  you are above 50 years 
don’t think about coming 
out to vie for the presidency 
in 2023. We need young 
elements to take charge of  
the country. A leader who 
will forget ethnic, cultural 
and political divides”. 

He gave his assurance 
that the National prosperity 
movement will move the 
Nigerian agenda further, 
and “we trust your ability 
and drive and we believe 
to get right there, and 
called on all members to 
show solidarity and pursue 
the primary aim of  the 
association”.   

Speaking at the event, 
Director General of  the 
Nigerian Agenda, Mallam 
Ahmed Sajoh explained 
that the agenda is about 
harvesting the discussions 
we have at the streets, at 
the bus stops, at beer par-

lours and other places con-
verting them to the correct 
political action in the direc-
tion of  enthroning a lead-
ership that understands de-
velopment. 

Speaking on the 
concepts and context of  
the Nigerian Agenda, the 
strategist/consultant of  
the Nigerian Agenda, Mr. 
Julius Ogunro noted that 
the group has visited the 
three geo political zones, 
except the southeast and 
pointed out that being in 
the southeast is of  good 
Nigerian agenda which is 
the base as key factor for 
development. 

Also speaking, Mr. Niyi 
Akinsiju, Chief  Advocate 
of  Nigeria on the social 
and political impact of  
the Nigerian Agenda, 
disclosed that the best way 
is to identify a leader with 
quality education, credible 
leaders with a sense of  
commonality.

He suggested that we 
should be the ones to set 
agenda for those politicians 
irrespective of  cultural or 
religious ties. “We need the 
citizens to properly appoint 
leaders who are going to 
take up these functions for 
Nigerian growth”.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

24/7 power supply: Environmental 
rights group urges Geometric to 
avoid EEDC pattern

A 
few days after a 
power generating 
and distribution 

company, Geometric 
Power secured the rights 
for the Aba Ring fence 
environmental rights 
group, Foundation For 
Environmental Rights, 
Advocacy & Development 
(FENRAD) has urged the 
company to ensure that 
Aba regains its original 
status as the industrial 
nerve centre of  the Eastern 
Region.

For over nine years, the 
News Echo reports that the 
$500 million Geometric 
Power Plant which can

 produce and distribute 
about 141 megawatts 
(MW) of  electricity in its 
first phase has remained 
dormant following a Ring 
Fence ownership dispute 
between it and the Enugu 
Electricity Distribution 
Company (EEDC).

The plant wish is 
situated at Osisioma-
Ngwa has too many new 
distribution lines, four 
new sub-stations and three 
rehabilitated sub-stations 
to make distribution 
easy and each plant is to 
produce 47 MW of  power, 
supported by a 60 MVA 
per transformer. 

News Echo gathered 
that the gas-powered 
plant had already laid 
a pipeline spanning 27 
kilometres to the power 
plant at Osisioma from a 
gas plant at Shell company 
flow station at Owaza 
community, in Ukwa West 
Local Government Area 
of  Abia State and is ready 
to supply uninterrupted 
electricity to nine local 
government areas of  the 
Old Aba Political Bloc.

Therefore, FENRAD 
said that full acquisition 
of  the Aba ring-fenced 
area by management of  
Geometric Power Plant 
should be the catalyst of  
economic development for 
the City and a total shift 
from the epileptic power 
supply that crumbled the 
city’s commercial status 
since the early 1990s. 

News Echo reports that 
Geometric on the 17th of  
February 2022 formally 
acquired the Aba Ring-
Fence Area from Integrated 
Electricity Limited, a core 
investor in EEDC, ending 
a nine-year legal battle over 
the rightful owner of  the 
project.

FENRAD said that 
the handing over of  
electricity assets in Aba 
by the National Council 
on Privatization (NCP) 
through the Bureau for 

Public Enterprises (BPE) 
is a welcome development 
to the Aba business 
community.

Comrade Nelson 
Nnanna Nwafor, Executive 
Director FENRAD urged 
Geometric to bring an 
end to estimated billing 
and immediately provide 
prepaid metres to all 
consumers in Aba and its 
Environs.

He also urged Geometric 
to maintain broken-down 
electricity equipment 
like transformers and 
other equipment that will 
guarantee a steady power 
supply.

“They should establish 
a Rapid Response 
Mechanism to address 
the need of  the Aba 
community and a veritable 
channel of  communication 
with consumers.

“Set up Non-judicial 
mechanism to engage 
communities and other 
informal sector value chain 
in Aba and Environments

“Finally, they 
should ensure there is 
comprehensive data of  
electricity consumption and 
set up an online mechanism 
to address emerging issues 
which might associate with 
its operations,” FENRAD 
said.

The saga between EEDC 
and Geometric Power 

Plant began during the 
ending part of  President 
Goodluck Jonathan 
government during the 
privatization exercise after 
Interstate Electric acquired 
60% of  EEDC from the 
BPE move to a share sale 
and purchase agreement.

This led to EEDC to 
be given the licence to 
distribute light in five states 
in the South-east including 
the previously the Aba 
Ring-Fenced Area.

The conflict was 
recently resolved on the 
15th of  November 2021 
in Durban, South Africa, 
when Afreximbank 
signed a US$50 million 
Term Loan facility with 
Geometric Power Limited 
in connection with the Aba 
Integrated Power Project. 

The chairman of  
Geometric Power, Prof  
Barth Nnaji expressed 
delight that the legal tussle 
has ended. He said that 
his company was ready to 
provide reliable electricity 
to Aba.

“The other government 
sold what was rightfully 
ours to the people who 
acquired EEDC. So, they 
simply bundled Aba as 
part of  EEDC. It was done 
knowingly. That is why we 
went to court, and we’re 
grateful this administration 
resolved the issues.

“We’ve paid the 
acquisition price of  $26 
million. I used to be on 
the other side of  the fence 
and what we said during 
that time was that anybody 
that’s acquiring a DisCo 
should have the financial 
capacity or technical 
capacity, and was that’s 
what he brought in.

“We have made the 
necessary investments 
required to not have any 
issues in terms of  reliability 
of  power supply. So, we 
have invested about eight 
times the amount of  the 
acquisition already.

“We have built new 
substations. We built new 
power lines, over 140 
kilometres of  new lines, 
we built four brand new 
substations. We’ve built 
gas pipelines with seven 
kilometres to ensure that 
we have gas uninterrupted 
from Shell to us, etc. So, 
all these things we’ve done 
and the whole idea is to 
ensure that the network is 
what it is supposed to be.”

News Echo gathered from 
many residents of  Aba the 
attitude of  EEDC in their 
businesses is something 
they cannot wait to get 
through and expressed 
joy that the coming of  
Geometric Power Plant is 
going to be huge leverage 
to them.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba
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G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  Imo 
State on Monday 

met with leaders of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC)  
in Imo State and challenged 
them to work hard to ensure 
that the Party wins the 

Ngor-Okpala  Constituency 
Assembly bye-election slated 
for Saturday, February 26, 
2022.

It was also an opportunity 
for the Governor to enjoin the 
Party Executive in the State 
to keep its doors open for all 

intending members who wish 
to join the APC.

Addressing the Party leaders 
at the State headquarters on 
Okigwe Road Owerri, the 
Governor reminded them that 
what the APC needs most 
today is quality leadership 

Return Nigeria’s Artefacts in your 
possession – Buhari tells institutions

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
appealed to nations, 

institutions and bodies, 
both private and public, to 
return Nigeria’s artefacts in 
their possession.

Presidential spokesman, 
Malam Garba Shehu, in a 
statement on Monday in 
Abuja, said the Nigerian 
leader made the appeal in 
the aftermath of  the return 
of  two important Nigerian 
artefacts from Britain.

The president welcomed 
the official handover, on 
Saturday, of  the Okwukor 
and the Head of  an Oba of 
Benin bronzes, to the Oba 
of  Benin, Oba Ewuare II.

They were repatriated 
from the University of 
Cambridge and University 
of  Aberdeen, respectively, 
in the United Kingdom, 
after 125 years of  their 
leaving the territory of 
present day Nigeria.

While urging other 
countries to take a cue 
from the institutions, 
the president vowed that 
the Federal Government 
would pursue the 
repatriation of  Nigerian 
artefacts vigorously.

According to him, 
government will ensure 
that they are put to 
good and proper use on 
their return in museums 
and other facilities in 
conjunction with the royal 
families and kingdoms that 
lost these artefacts.

He noted that in line 
with international law 
and practice, export, 
import and control over 
antiquities were matters 
within the purview of 
national governments to 
be exercised on behalf  of 
sub-national authorities, 
institutions and bodies.

He thanked the 
Government of  the United 
Kingdom that facilitated 
the return of  these artefacts 

by issuing the prerequisite 
Export Permits to Nigeria 
at no cost, as well as the 
University of  Cambridge 
and the University of 
Aberdeen who agreed to 
return these artefacts to 
Nigeria.

”These are unprecedented 
moves worth emulating by 
others,” he said.

He added that the federal 
government hopes to work 
hand in hand in the future 
to encourage the return of 
more Nigerian artefacts 
from the United Kingdom.

”I also want to appreciate 
the Federal Republic 
of  Germany which is 
planning the process of 
repatriating 1,130 Benin 
Bronzes to Nigeria from 
many of  Germany’s public 
museums. These returns 
are scheduled for this 
year.”

The president also com-
mended the High Com-
missioner of  Nigeria to the 
United Kingdom, Sarafa 
Ishola, and the National 
Commission for Museums 
and Monuments (NCMM) 
for their collaborative 
works that led to the repa-
triation of  these artefacts.

According to the 
president, it is noteworthy 
that several others are 
currently in the process 
of  being returned while 
discussions are ongoing to 
repatriate many more.

Buhari recalled that the 
artefacts now returned to 
the Oba of  Benin were tak-
en away by British soldiers 
in 1897 when they attacked 
the ancient Benin King-
dom and took thousands of 
artefacts away.

”These artefacts are part 
of  the records of  the history 
of  the Benin people.

F
ollowing the tough 
stance by leaders of  
the Economic Com-

munity of  West African 
States against recent coups 
d’etat in the sub-region, the 
cooperation of  the interna-
tional community including 
other global, regional bod-
ies and financial institutions 
will concretise the efforts 

against unconstitutional 
changes of  government and 
deter coup plotters.

Vice President Yemi Osi-
nbajo (SAN) stated this late 
Monday when he received 
on a courtesy visit to the 
Presidential Villa, the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s Minister for 
Africa, Vicky Ford, MP 
who was accompanied by 

British High Commissioner 
to Nigeria, Catriona Laing.

The Vice President said, 
“There is a lot of  attention 
being paid to coups d’état 
going on, especially in the 
West African sub-region, 
I think it is important that 
we take a closer look at how 
to prevent and deter coups 
d’état and adventurers of  
various kinds who want to 
take over governments by 
force.

“One of  the critical things 
which have been discussed 
at various ECOWAS meet-
ings is how to cooperate 
with the rest of  the world, 
bodies such as the UN, EU 
and some of  the Develop-
ment Finance Institutions 
to give our sanctions more 
teeth.”

 “So, we think that if  
there is some cooperation 
at the multilateral level, we 
might be able to deter some 
of  these coups. I think that 
it is an issue that we should 
engage even more on be-
cause it is troubling that one 
after the other, countries are 
experiencing coups d’état,” 

which he said he is also 
already providing and will 
continue to provide through 
his government programmes 
and policies.

He therefore urged the 
APC leadership in the 
State to market the Party 
in Ngor-Okpala with the 
activities and achievements 
already recorded by his 
administration, insisting that 
they are ready made yardstick 
that will make the Party 
attractive to, not only the 
electorate in the Ngor- Okpala 
area, but give other States of  
the South East cause to join 
the APC.

Governor Uzodimma who 
informed the Party leaders 
that his ambition is to leave 
APC stronger and bigger than 
he met it urged them and all 
members to support him.

The Governor had thanked 

the State Working Committee 
of  the Party for putting the 
meeting together, noting that 
it was important to him for 
two significant reasons -  first, 
to reiterate his earlier promise 
to return APC back to the 
people and give the Party 
leadership the autonomy 
and free hand to manage 
the party and secondly, to 
stress the importance of  the 
Ngor-Okpala Constituency 
Assembly bye-election.

“There is no small election 
in politics these days hence all 
members should be concerned 
and involved for the Party 
to win the election. It is 
imperative for the leadership to 
share responsibilities towards 
mobilizing and stimulating 
Ngor Okpala APC members 
to prepare for the Saturday 
February 26 election.”

Governor Uzodimma took 

time to educate the members 
on the current election 
process which starts from 
the Polling Unit to Collation 
points where election result 
is declared, noting that it 
requires full participation of  
members of  which the APC 
must not toy with.

“All members must be 
committed from the Voting 
Point to Collation Centres 
without relaxing and must 
avoid after election unnecessary 
blame games because what the 
Party needs is nothing but a 
win from hard work.”

The Governor expressed 
gratitude to APC members 
who participated in the 
Primaries with Blyden 
Amajuruonu as the APC 
candidate but lost and have 
come together to support him 
and work for the success of  
the party.

L-R: The State Chairman of APGA, Sir Norbert Obi,   Sen Victor Umeh, Bishop Ezeokafor, the Deputy Governor-Elect Dr Onyekachi 
Ibezim and the Chancellor of the Catholic Diocese of Awka, Very Rev Fr Francis Chidume  during the Thanksgiving Mass held at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Cathedral, Awka.

the VP added, according 
to a statement on Tuesday 
by his spokesman, Laolu 
Akande.

Speaking on the govern-
ment’s efforts in the area 
of  energy transition and 
economic development, the 
Vice President restated Nige-
ria’s commitment to the post 
COP26 agenda while calling 
on the wealthier countries in 
the international communi-
ty to fulfill their obligation, 
especially in funding gas as 
a transition fuel.

He commended the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s acknowl-
edgement of  Nigeria’s Eco-
nomic Sustainability Plan, 
among other efforts to en-
sure growth in the economy 
and foster prosperity among 
the people.

Earlier in her remarks, 
the UK Minister for Afri-
ca, Ford, recalled the cor-
dial relationship that exists 
between Nigeria and the 
UK, noting the need for 
improved collaboration in 
the areas of  trade and in-
vestment, and green energy, 
among others.

”My directive to return 
these artefacts to the 
Oba of  Benin marks the 
beginning of  another 
aspect in the highly valued 
relationship between the 
Federal Government of 
Nigeria and our traditional 
institutions who are indeed 
the true custodians of 
our history, customs and 
traditions.

I, affirm that my name 
was wrongly written as 
EMMANUEL UCHECHI 
PURITY in my account details, 
instead of   ANYANWU 
HANNAH UCHECHI. My 
correct name is ANYANWU 
HANNAH UCHECHI. My  
correct Date of  Birth is 27th 
December, 2002 and not 27th 
December, 2000. That my 
correct name/date of  birth 
be reflected in my BVN. The 
general public should note.
 
Signed:
ANYANWU HANNAH
UCHECHI

CORRECTION OF 
NAME/DATE OF BIRTH:

Abuja High Court Extends DCP 
Abba Kyari’s Detention Order 

A 
Federal High Court in 
Abuja on last Tuesday 
extended the detention 

of  a suspended Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Abba Kyari, by 14 days.

The court granted 
permission to the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) to hold 
the embattled Kyari for 
the said period to enable 
the agency, complete its 
investigation into the hard 

drug trafficking allegations 
against Kyari.

Justice ZainabAbubakar 
issued the order for Kyari’s 
further detention while 
ruling in an ex-parte 
application argued by the 
NDLEA counsel, Mr Mike 
Kassa.

The NDLEA had, in the 
application, pleaded for 
more time to detain Kyari 
on the ground that the hard 
drug trafficking allegations 
against the suspect were 
complex and may require 
the agency travelling outside 

the shore of  the country to 
make some clarifications.

The counsel for NDLEA 
prayed the court to grant 
the detention extension in 
the interest of  justice and 
to be fair to the suspect 
too, through diligent 
investigation.

In a short ruling, Justice 
Abubakar ordered that 
Abba Kyari be detained for 
another 14 days.

The judge however or-
dered that the 14 days fur-
ther detention should start 
counting from February 22.

From Ikechukwu Ononiwu, 
Abuja 
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Ebonyi female lawmaker laments alleged 
stoppage of salary, other entitlements 

The member Rep-
resenting Afikpo 
North East State 

Constituency in the 
Ebonyi State House of 
Assembly,  Ngozi Ezi -
ulo has alleged that her 
entitlements and salary 
were stopped for refus-
ing to defect to the All 
Progressive Congress 
(APC).

She also denied 
writing any letter to 
the House announcing 
her defection from the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP). The 
Lawmaker said she has 
no reason to leave the 
party which has been so 
good to her.

She stated this on 
Tuesday in Abakaliki, 
the Ebonyi state 
capital. She was 
reacting to a letter 
purportedly written 
by her and another 
colleague, Oliver Osi 
(Ivo constituency) and 
read on the floor of 
the House on Monday 
by Speaker Francis 
Nwifuru.

Nwifuru said the 
letters written by the 
duo was to notify the 
House and lawmakers 
that they have defected 
from the PDP to the 
ruling All Progressive 
Congress (APC). Both 
lawmakers were absent 
during the plenary 
sitting when the said 
letters were read on the 
floor of  the House.

Eziulo, while 
speaking to the Media 
on Tuesday said she 
never authored such 
letter and challenged 
the House leadership 
to produce a copy of 
such letter bearing her 
signature to prove that 
she wrote it.

She said: “I never 
wrote the letter and can 
never write such letter. 
I am still wondering 
how they came about 
such letter. That letter 
is a forgery. If  they 

said I have resigned 
let them bring such 
letter let me see it with 
my signature”. “I am 
considering legal action 
because that letter is 
forged and you know 
forgery is a criminal 
offence”. 

The lawmaker alleged 
that she has not been 
paid her salary and 
entitlements since the 
governor defected to All 
Progressive Congress 
(APC) because of  her 
refusal to join the APC.

The governor defected 
to the ruling party from 
the PDP in December 
2020 with the lawmaker 
alleging that all her 
entitlement  including 
salaries were stopped 
because of  her refusal 
to join the governor 
and other lawmakers 
who defected with the 
governor. “Ever since 
the governor defected, I 
have not been paid my 
entitlement including 
salary. 

“When I asked, they 
said their reason is that 
I have not joined them 
in APC, that once I join, 
they will start paying. 

“I told them if  that 
is the condition I will 
never join and they are 
still holding on to it”, 
she said. She noted that 
despite series of  letters 
and reminders by her 
Lawyers to the House 
for her entitlements to 
be paid the House has 
vehemently refused 
to pay her.   She said 
instead her life was 
being threatened by 
those who are hell bent 
on forcing her to join 
the APC.

“My Lawyer has 
written them twice 
asking them to pay my 
entitlement but they 
have refused. “In fact 
they have threatened 
to take my official car. 
They have also been 
threatening my life, by 
saying they will send 
their thugs after me all 

because I refused to join 
them”, she alleged.

The Lawmaker said 
despite not being paid 
her entitlements, she has 
always attended sittings 
and other functions of 
the house. She vowed to 
remain with the PDP as 
the party’s stakeholders 
and leaders have stood 
by  her since her ordeal 
in the house started.

“I don’t see any 
reason why I should 
leave my party PDP. 
This is a party that 
brought me to the 
House. I am somebody 
that will ever remain 
grateful to people that 
do me good. PDP did 
me well so I can’t leave 
the party’. “I have 
people that voted me 
into power. I didn’t vote 
myself  into power. So I 
can’t just leave without 
their permission and 
approval’. 

“When the issue of 
defecting to the APC 
came up, I asked for 

time to consult with 
my constituents and 
stakeholders who gave 
me the mandate. “I 
consulted them and 
they told me to remain 
in PDP, so I remained 
in PDP.

I have love for my 
people and they have 
love for me. So if  they 
said I wrote such a letter, 
I am saying to you here 
right now that I didn’t 
write such, it is fake. If 
they said I wrote and 
submitted it yesterday, 
I was in Abuja, so how 
is that possible?” She 
further raised the alarm 
that the House may be 
plotting to suspend her 
from the House very 
soon. “I have been 
quiet in the house but 
that doesn’t mean I am 
weak. They should not 
take my quietness for 
weakness.

“I know after this 
they will likely suspend 
me. I won’t be surprised 
if  they do that. They 
have already planned to 
suspend me but I am not 
bothered. I have God 
and he will fight for 
me. Justice will always 
prevail in the long run”.

“Since they stopped 
my salary and 
entitlement, I have been 
surviving because God 
has been providing 
for me through my 
stakeholders and party 
Leaders who have stood 
by me. “And that is the 
reason why I said I can’t 
leave the party because 
I have a lot of  support 
from them”.

“Even without being 
paid my salary and 
other entitlements, I 
have been attending 
plenary and my other 
legislative duties. I came 
to the House to provide 
quality leadership to 
my people not for any 
financial gain. So I 
have not allowed the 
non-payment of  my 
entitlements to affect 
my legislative duties”, 
she said.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Eziulo
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The waste is shipped out from Colombo on Monday, bound for Britain.

S
ri Lanka shipped out to 
Britain on Monday the 
last of  several hundred 
containers filled with 

thousands of  tonnes of  illegally 
imported waste, officials said.

Several Asian countries have in 
recent years been pushing back 
against an onslaught of  refuse 
from wealthier nations and have 
started turning back unwanted 
shipments.

The waste from Britain arrived 
in Sri Lanka between 2017 and 
2019 and was listed as “used 
mattresses, carpets and rugs”.

But in reality it also contained 
biowaste from hospitals includ-
ing body parts from mortuaries, 
according to customs officials.

The containers were not chilled 
and some of  them gave off  a 
powerful stench. 

The 45 containers loaded onto 
a ship at a Colombo port on 
Monday were the final batch of  
263 containers holding around 
3,000 tonnes of  waste.

“There could be fresh attempts 
to import such hazardous cargo, 
but we will be vigilant and ensure 
that this does not happen again,” 
customs chief  Vijitha Ravipriya 
said.

The first 21 containers holding 
medical waste were returned to 
Britain in September 2020, ac-
cording to customs.

A local company had import-

Sri Lanka completes return of illegal 
waste to Britain

Covid live: Hong Kong to test entire population
in March; Omicron ‘75% less likely to lead to
severe illness’

H
ong Kong leaders an-
nounce mass testing 
amid Omicron out-
break; South Korean 

authorities release latest Omicron 
findings.

The tests will be spread out over 
a number of  data with residents 
also having to take multiple rapid 
antigen tests every day at home in 
between, she said.

The city’s leader confirmed that 
officials in mainland China were 
now coordinating the response to 
the territory’s worst outbreak as 
she admitted that local authorities 
had failed to stamp out the current 
surge.

This quickly worsening epidem-
ic has far exceeded the Hong Kong 
government’s ability to tackle it, so 
there is great need for the central 
government’s support in fighting 
the virus.

The head of  Beijing’s Liaison 
Office Xi Baolong was coordinat-
ing the mainland’s response from 
the border city of  Shenzhen, she 
added.

Schools, gyms, bars and beauty 
salons will remain closed into late 
April while flights from nine coun-
tries including the UK and US will 
remain banned.

The number of  free tests avail-

able each day will be capped to 
“manage demand” as the govern-
ment scales back free testing for 
people in England.

People could previously order a 
new pack of  tests every 24 hours, 
but now they are available only 
every three days.

It comes after Boris Johnson 
said free mass testing would end 
from 1 April and be limited to 
the most vulnerable, as part of  his 
government’s “living with Covid” 
plan.

The public has been encouraged 
not to stockpile test packs but 
since the changes were announced 
the system has been overwhelmed 
with people trying to order tests.

The UK Health Security Agen-
cy said that test availability was 
refreshed regularly so people were 
encouraged to revisit the site every 
few hours as more would become 
available.

Hong Kong’s foreign domestic 
workers who test positive for the 
coronavirus are being forced into 
unemployment and homelessness 
in a move that has been called il-
legal and “immoral” by the Phil-
ippines’ top diplomat in the terri-
tory.

Charities warned last week that 
many of  the city’s 370,000 foreign 

domestic workers – the vast ma-
jority women from the Philippines 
and Indonesia – were being “aban-
doned” in the current wave sweep-
ing the city, with some forced to 
sleep rough or being denied treat-
ment after testing positive.

In Hong Kong, foreign domestic 
workers must live with their em-
ployers, cannot swap jobs easily, 
and are entitled to one day off  a 
week.

The Philippine consul-general 
Raly Tejada said today that the 
mission had helped 31 Filipinos 
who sought its help for hospitali-
sation or access to isolation rooms, 
adding that 61 in all had tested 
positive. It is also looking into cas-
es of  Filipinos whose employment 
contracts were allegedly terminat-
ed after they tested positive.

Speaking at an online news con-
ference, Tejada said:

If  it can be proven that they 
were asked to leave because of  
their sickness, this can be consid-
ered an illegal dismissal under the 
employment ordinance in Hong 
Kong.

We are proactively engaging 
also the employers to explain to 
them that terminating their em-
ployees in these difficult times es-
pecially when they are positive is 
not only illegal. It is immoral.

ed the waste from Britain, saying 
it planned to recover the springs 
from used mattresses as well as 
cotton to be reshipped to manu-
facturers abroad.

But customs failed to find cred-
ible evidence of  such “resource 
recovery”.

A local environmental activist 
group filed a petition demanding 
the waste be returned to its sender 
and Sri Lanka’s Court of  Appeal 
upheld the petition in 2020.

Customs maintained that all 
the containers had been brought 
into the country in violation of  
international law governing the 

shipment of  hazardous waste, in-
cluding plastics.

A Sri Lankan investigation 
in 2019 found the importer had 
reshipped about 180 tonnes of  
waste brought into the island 
to India and Dubai in 2017 and 
2018.

The Philippines, Indonesia 
and Malaysia have also returned 
hundreds of  containers of  refuse 
back to their countries of  origin. 

Boris Johnson to announce
‘barrage’ of sanctions against 
Russia

B
oris Johnson has said the 
“first barrage of  UK eco-
nomic sanctions against Rus-

sia” will be revealed later on Tues-
day as he warned Vladimir Putin 
is bent on a “full scale invasion of  
Ukraine”.

The Prime Minister’s com-
ments followed a meeting of  the 
Government’s emergency Cobra 
committee in Downing Street ear-
ly on Tuesday morning and come 
hours after Russia’s ordered troops 
into the self  declared republics of  
Luhansk and Donetsk in eastern 
Ukraine which have been held by 
Russian backed rebels since 2014.

With Ukraine urging the West 
to take tougher action against Rus-
sia, Mr Johnson also made it clear 
there would be further sanctions to 
come if  the Russian President goes 
ahead with a full scale invasion of  
Ukraine.

“This is the first barrage of  eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia be-
cause we expect there is more Rus-
sian irrational behaviour to come,” 
Mr Johnson said.

“The intention is not just to hit 
the entities within Luhansk and 

Donetsk but those Russian eco-
nomic interests that have been 
supporting Russia’s war machine, 
everything that is being done to 
support Russian activities in that 
area. They will hit Russia very hard 
and there is a lot more we are going 
to do in the event of  an invasion.

“Be in no doubt that if  Russia is 
prevented, Russian companies are 
prevented, from raising capital on 
UK financial markets, if  we unpeel 
the facade of  Russian ownership 
of  companies, of  property, this will 
start to hurt.”

The Prime Minister added that 
the West’s response to Russia’s an-
nexation of  Crimea in 2014 was 
too weak and that European coun-
tries reliant on Russian gas should 
now look for alternative energy 
supplies.

“One of  the most important 
things we have got to understand, 
looking back on 2014 and the an-
nexation of  Crimea and what 
happened then in eastern Ukraine, 
we have to recognise we were not 
tough enough,” Mr Johnson said.

“In the end we didn’t do enough 
as Europeans to ween ourselves off  
Russian oil and gas.”



 Federal High 

ACourt in Jos, the 
P l a t e a u  S t a t e  

capital, has sentenced a 
former Minister of  Water 
R e s o u r c e s ,  S a r a h  
Ochekpe; a deputy director 
for  Goodluck/Sambo 
2015 election campaign, 
Evan Sunday Jitong; and 

h e  O s u n  S t a t e TPolice Command, 
on Tuesday, said 

five people were killed, 
following violent clashes 
between two rival cult 
groups in Ilesa town. 

T h e  p o l i c e 
spokesperson in the state, 
Yemis i  Opa lo la ,  to ld 
newsmen that the clashes 
occurred late on Monday. 

But contrary to the 
figure given by the police, a 
security source resident in 

t was a gory sight at a Ibeer parlour joint, in 
Irona area of  Ado 

Ekiti, as a man known as 
Potable, suddenly broke a 
bottle and stabbed his best 
friend, Amos Ayoola 
Ajayi multiple times, 
leading to his death.

According to report, 
Ajayi, who hailed from 
Itapa Ekiti and his killer, 
Potable, were best of  
friends.

It was gathered that 
Potable was the best man 
during Ajayi's wedding in 
2014.

However, the bond of  
friendship was broken on 
Sunday afternoon during 
a  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

between Potable and 
Ajayi over the sum of  
thirty naira.

Witnesses said the 
argument had already 
been resolved and Ajayi 
had taken his seat to 

continue with his beer 
unknown to him that his 
friend had gone to break a 
bottle, with which he 
stabbed him on several 
places, including his neck.

Though Ajayi was 

rushed to the hospital, it 
was late as he gave up the 
ghost.

The suspected killer, 
according to witnesses, 
has been arrested by the 
police, but the police 

spokespe
r s o n  i n 
E k i t i 
S t a t e , 
A S P 
S u n d a y 
A b u t u 
was yet to 
get back 
o n  t h e 
matter as 
a t  t h e 
t i m e  o f  
filing this 
report.

I l e s a ,  w h o  p r e f e r r e d 
a n o n y m i t y,  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that eight 
people were killed. 

The source said the 
clashes occurred in Osun 
Ankara, Iloro and Idasa 
areas; all within the Ilesa 
metropolis late on Monday.

He also said the clashes 
involved a cult group called 
'Aye' and a rival group 
named 'Eiye', adding that 
at least six out of  the eight 
people killed were hit by 

stray bullets.
“ I t  w a s  t h e  A y e 

members that came from the 
outskirts of  the town to 
attack the Eiye group. It was 
like a reprisal. Out of  the 
eight that were killed, six 
were hit by stray bullets,” the 
source stated. 

Speaking on the action 
taken by the police to stop 
further escalation, Opalola 
said more operatives had 
b e e n  d e p l oye d  t o  t h e 
affected areas. 

T u e s d a y  s a i d  t h e i r  
convictions were secured 
on Tuesday.

The trio was convicted 
and sentenced to six years 
imprisonment each by 
Justice H. M. Kurya of  the 
Federal High Court, Jos, 
Plateau State, on an 
amended three-count  

former acting Chairman of  
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Plateau State, 
Raymond Dabo. to six 
years imprisonment.

The Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s  
Commission (EFCC), 
Gombe Zonal Command, 
in a statement issued on 

charge  border ing  on 
conspiracy and money 
laundering.

The anti-graft agency 
said they were alleged to 
have received the sum of  
N450 million from Fidelity 
Bank Plc through cash and 
wire transfer by some oil 
companies and former 
Petroleum Resources  
Minister, Diezani Alison-
Madueke, to influence the 
outcome of  the 2015 
presidential election.

E F C C  s a i d  t h e  
investigation had shown 
that on 26th March 2015, 
the sum of  N450 million 

 45-year-old trader 

Ahas been arrested 
f o r  a l l e g e d l y 

having sex with his 12-year-
old daughter in Ondo State.

The suspect, Akinyemi 
Akinrotoye was arrested by 
policemen from the Enu-
Owa Police Division in 
Ondo town, Ondo West 
Local Government Area of  
Ondo State.

It was gathered that a 
teacher at Saint Peter's 
Primary School in Ondo 
town, where the victim was 
a student, reported a case of  
child abuse to the police.

Before being detained by 
the police, Akinrotoye was 
accused of  defiling his 
daughter for more than a 
year at his residence located 
on Okelisa street, Ondo 
town.

Mrs Akinrotoye, the 
suspect's grandmother was 
said to have taken the 
victim to her house after she 

suspected that her father 
was sleeping with her.

According to the victim, 
she started living with her 

father when she was six 
years old, after the death of  
her mother.

was withdrawn from the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN), by Fidelity Bank 
Plc, Jos main branch, and it 
was handed over to the 
defendants in cash after 
they signed for collection.

The  agency  sa id  
although the defendants 
claimed that they handed 
over the money to late 
Senator Gyang Pwajok, 
the Plateau State PDP 
Governorship candidate in 
2015, they, however, failed 
to provide any evidence to 
support the claim.

The defendants were, 
therefore, convicted on 

 t wo - ye a r - o l d 

Ababy has been 
a b d u c t e d  a t 

Umuobiakwa community 
o f  O b i n g w a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Abia 
State.

Abia  S ta te  Po l i ce 
Command's Spokesman, 
SP Geoffrey Ogbonna, 
confirmed the abduction 
to the News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN) in Aba on 
Tuesday.

Ogbonna disclosed 
that the minor, identified 
as Precious Akataobi, was 
reportedly abducted by 
suspected child traffickers 
at her mother's shop in 
Umuobiakwa over the 
weekend.

Narrating how the 
incident happened, he said 
that the child's mother was 
with her and his elder 
brother in the shop until 
s h e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e 
c o m p o u n d  t o  b r i n g 

something.
H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 

woman left the girl in the 
cus tody of  her  e lder 
brother.

Ogbonna sa id  the 
command further learnt 
that at that point, some 
persons came to the shop, 
bought something and 
gave the boy N500 note to 
get change.

He said that as soon as 
the boy went into the 
compound to get  the 
change from their mother, 
the abductors fled with the 
baby.

The Police Spokesman 
admonished residents of  
the state to help the police 
with credible information 
that could help in tracking 
down the baby and her 
abductors.

He urged parents to be 
vigilant and guard against 
exposing their children to 
danger.

count one, bordering on 
conspiracy to accept cash 
payment above threshold 
u n d e r  t h e  M o n e y  
Laundering Prohibition 
Act, 2012 (as amended) 
and sentenced to three 
years imprisonment with 
an option of  N2 million 
fine each.

On count two, the 
defendants were convicted 
and sentenced to three 
years imprisonment with 
an option of  N2 million 
fine each.

The sentences of  the 
t r i o  a r e  t o  r u n  
concurrently.
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 g r o u p ,  

AC o n c e r n e d  
Northern Forum 

(CNF), has rescinded its 
earlier call for the removal 
of  the management of  the 
N i g e r i a  N a t i o n a l  
Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (NNPC).

According to the 
statement by CNF's 
C h a i r m a n ,  M a l l a m  
Ibrahim Bature and 
spokesperson, Comrade 
A b d u l s a l a m  M o h ' d  
Kazeem, the CNF based 

h e  F e d e r a l TA i r p o r t s 
A u t h o r i t y  o f  

Nigeria (FAAN) has given 
the Accident Investigation 
Bureau – Nigeria (AIB-N) 
and other entities with 
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e 
international wing of  the 
Mur ta la  Muhammed 
Airport (MMA), Lagos 
quit notice.

Other organisations 
that will be affected by this 
order include Caverton, 
Dominion, Evergreen 
A p p l e  N i g e r i a  a n d 
ExecuJet hangars.

Experts have, however, 
faulted the deadline.

The notice came barely 
a week after the National 
A s s e m b l y  J o i n t 
Committee on Aviation, 
led by Senator Smart 
A d e y e m i  a n d  H o n . 
Nnolim Nnaji Aviation, 
warned FAAN against 
demolishing the affected 
o f f i c e s  a n d  p r i v a t e 
hangars at Lagos Airport, 
because it would cost the 
country billions of  naira.

It was learnt that the 
N i g e r i a n  A i r s p a c e 
Management  Agency 
(NAMA), the Federal 
Ro a d  Se r v i c e  C o r ps 
(FRSC) and the towing 
firms close to the AIB-N 
regional headquarters in 
Lagos were affected by the 
order.

- Advertisement -
T h o u g h  F A A N 

confirmed the notice to 
the agencies with offices 
close to the airside, it said 

it did not attach a deadline 
to it.

FAAN stated that the 
a g e n c y  w o u l d  n o t 
compensate the affected 
organisations but that it 
would provide them land.

If  FAAN carries out its 
threat, properties worth 
b i l l i o n s  o f  N a i r a 
belonging to these entities 
would be affected.

For instance, AIB-N, 
h a s  i t s  r e g i o n a l 
headquarters that was the 
agency's head office until 
the mid-2020 when the 
Aviation Minister, Hadi 
Sirika, gave it and other 
av i a t i o n  a g e n c i e s  a 
marching order to move to 
Abuja office.

The facility houses its 
o f f i c e  c o m p l e x , 
Command & Control 
C e n t r e ,  o f f i c e  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a n d 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Te c h n o l o g y  ( I C T ) 
department.

Apart from the cost of  
the land, it was learnt that 
AIB-N's facilities in Lagos 
regional office are worth 
over N5 billion.

Most of  the facilities at 
the AIB-N's office in 
Lagos were installed less 
than four years ago by Mr. 
A k i n  O l a t e r u - l e d 
management team.

W h i l e  FA A N  h a s 
issued the eviction order, 
the affected organisations 
who are not comfortable 
that  bi t ter  about  the 
development  may be 

h e a d i n g  t o  c o u r t  t o 
challenge their eviction.

A source close to one 
of  the two towing firms 
affected confirmed  the 
notice and that the letter 
conveying the message 
w a s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e 
Managing Director of  
FA A N,  C a p t .  R a b i u 
Yadudu.

The reason for wanting 
to evict AIB-N and other 
organisations,  i t  was 
learnt, was to allow the 
C h i n e s e  c o n t r a c t o r s 
building the terminal at 
the international wing of  
the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport to use the offices 
demolished as apron.

It would be recalled 
t h a t  F A A N  h a d 
c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  d o i n g 
businesses at that corridor 
were making it difficult for 
it to expand the new 
t e r m i n a l  s t i l l  u n d e r 
construction.

But the organisations 
on their part had argued 
that they received valid 
and approved papers from 

the relevant authorities 
before constructing their 
offices at the present 
locations, wondering why 
FAAN is now asking them 
to vacate the same place 
they got approvals for.

They further argued 
that they were not the 
problem but that the 
challenge lied with the 
terminal that was not well-
located.

The General Manager, 
C o r p o r a t e 
Communications, FAAN, 
Mrs. Henrietta Yakubu, 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
development.

She explained that 
FAAN would give the 
affected organisations 
new land within  the 
airport.

She added that the 
affected organisations 
were not given two weeks 
to  r e loca te  a s  be ing 
speculated.

“FAAN is relocating 
those offices that have 
been asked to move,” she 
added.

700 million litres of  petrol 
w i t h  a  p r o m i s e  o f  
additional 2.1billion litres 
to address the shortfall. It 
called on the regulatory 
and security agencies to 
ensure that fuel stations 
sell at the maximum 
installed capacity and in 
the event any station is 
found to be sabotaging the 
government's effort, the 
product be dispensed free 
to motorists and such 
station sealed.

“We withdraw our 
notice for the sack of  the 

its new position on the 
“new information at our 
disposal and the attempts 
by certain special interests 
to hijack our demand and 
use our posit ion to 
blackmail the present 
NNPC management over 
the current artificial PMS 
scarcity occasioned by 
marketers dispensing 
fewer pumps at a time”.

The CNF noted that 
following the error of  
methanol in Premium 
Motor Spirit (PMS) above 

the country's specification, 
it called for investigation 
as ordered by President 
Muhammadu Buhari,  
urging security agencies to 
conclude the probe in good 
time and sanction all those 
responsible.

Besides, the group 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
m a n a ge m e n t  o f  t h e  
NNPC for taking prompt 
action by alerting the 
nation on the toxic fuel 
and for taking measured 
steps to recall the bad 
product and injecting over 

NNPC management and 
nationwide protest but 
remain committed to the 
s a n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  

s the price of  crude 

Ao i l  i n  t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

market continues to rise, the 
Federal Government should 
use the surplus to either 
reduce the budget deficit or 
build infrastructure, Chief  
Consultant, B. Adedipe 
Associates Limited, Dr. 
Biodun Adedipe, has said.

Adedipe, an economist, 
who spoke at a forum for 
Insurance and Pension 
Correspondents in Lagos, 
said the price of  crude oil 
has been favourable to the 
economy.

He said: “The price of  
crude has been favourable to 
us. It is either the Federal 
Government uses the gain to 
r educe  the  de f i c i t ,  o r 
a l t e r na t ive ly,  to  bu i ld 
in f ra s t r uc ture,  which , 
ultimately, will also increase 
government revenue.

“In pre-election years, 
politicians spend a lot of  
money and that creates 
liquidity pressure.You have 
so much money circulating 
and that stands to put 

pressure on prices, so it will 
be expected this year that 
there will be inflationary 
pressure.

“In recent years, imports 
value in Nigeria had become 
far greater than exports. Yes, 
w e  e x p o r t  c r u d e  o i l , 
condensates, as well as 
associated gas. In spite of  
this, we have been importing 
more than exporting and 
that  has been creating 
employment  fo r  o ther 
countries to the detriment of  
our country.

 “Also, there is nothing 
wrong with borrowing. But 
don't borrow to buy food, 
d o n ' t  b o r r o w  f o r 
consumption. If  you must 
borrow, borrow for anything 
that is investment in nature. 
We produce crude oil but 
don't refine.”

On the sector's growth, 
Adedipe said: “For it to 
grow, the government also 
needs to be responsible to its 
insurance obligations which 
t a l k s  a b o u t  p a y i n g 
premium.''

importing companies and 
their officials,” it said.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Page 16Wednesday 23 – Thursday 24, February, 2022

Toxic petrol: Forum backpedals on Kyari, NNPC
management sack

FAAN orders AIB,
Caverton, others to
relocate

How govt can reduce
budget deficit – Expert

KyariKyariKyari



News	Echo	  Wednesday 23 - Thursday 24 February, 2022                     Page 17

Uchenna Osigwe and his 
laudable achievements in 
Orsu Local Government

As an astute administrator and 
a man who has the interest of 

his people at heart. His �rst port 
of call was to infuse discipline 
and decency among the Local 

Government staffers. His maiden 
address to the Orsu L.G.A 

workers actually set the stage for 
them to know that he has come 
to revolutionized    the entire 

council area for the betterment 
of Orsu people and other 

inhabitants of the council area.

“

“

Personality

By Echereozo Austin

A 
cursory look 
at the interim 
m a n a g e m e n t 

committee chairman 
of  Orsu L.G.A, Hon. 
Uchenna Osigwe may not 
reveal much, if  you take 
a closer and careful look 
at the Orsu helmsman 
you will quite agree with 
me that governor Hope 
Uzodimma did not make 
any mistake in appointing 
him as the chairman of  
the council. 

However, numerous 
Orsu sons and daughters 
who knew Hon. Uchenna 
Osigwe too well before 
the appointment has 
consistently affirmed that 
his appointment amounts 
to putting a round peg in 
a round hole. The Orsu 
born politician did not 
waste time in showing 
the stuff  he is being made 
of. After his inauguration 
as the IMC Chairman 
of  Orsu, he started to 
hit the ground running 
with numerous projects. 
Hon. Uchenna Osigwe 
came at a time when 
Orsu and other L.G.As in 
Orlu Zone were battling 
with series of  challenges 
accrued to them by other 
past administrations. 

As an astute 
administrator and a man 
who has the interest of  
his people at heart. His 
first port of  call was to 
infuse discipline and 
decency among the Local 
Government staffers. His 
maiden address to the Orsu 
L.G.A workers actually 
set the stage for them to 
know that he has come 
to revolutionized    the 
entire council area for the 
betterment of  Orsu people 
and other inhabitants of  
the council area. 

Hon. Uchenna Osigwe 
has performed beyond 
expectation in spite of  

numerous challenges 
that is faced with Imo 
Local Government Area 
especially those of  them 
in Orlu Zone. The serious 
security challenges in the 
area did not deter him 
from carrying out his 
fundamental obligations. 
He has diligently carried 

out all the assignment 
given to him by the 
governor without fear or 
favour and has impressed 
the people of  Orsu with his 
numerous human oriented 
policies and programmes. 
His philanthropic gestures 
has impacted on the life 
of  Orsu people more 

especially the youths and 
indigent women in the 
place. He has provided 
succor for the less privileged 
and downtrodden, he 
has carried out series 
of  empowerment 
programmes that cut 
across the nooks and 
crannies of  the Local 
Government. 

As a leader who has 
immense capacity to 
succeed, Hon. Uchenna 
Osigwe has tirelessly 
ensured that peace 
is paramount in all 
the communities in 
Orsu. As the Chief  of  
Security Officer of  the 
Local Government, 
Hon. Uchenna Osigwe 
understands the need 
to pay strict adherence 
to the 3R mantra of  the 
state government which is 
geared towards recovery, 
reconstruction and 
rehabilitation. The Orsu 
IMC Boss has virtually 
touched all the important 
roads that cut across 
Orsu communities and 
environs. He has ensured 
that all the contractors 
mobilized to work for 
Orsu carry out their duties 
without sentiment. 

In the area of  security, 
he has fought insecurity 
to a standstill and 
has employed all the 
machinations to ensure 
that Orsu witnessed 
unprecedented peace and 
tranquility. As a youth 
friendly chairman, he 
has on several occasions 
addressed the youths of  
the council on the need 
to shun violence and 
banditry, but should rather 
key into the good policies 
and programmes of  the 
state. 

He has also maintained 
cordial relationship with 
all the traditional rulers 
in Orsu and that synergy 
has strengthened the fight 
against insecurity and 
other social vices in the 
area. As a youth friendly 
chairman, Hon. Uchenna 
Osigwe has started the 
process of  giving Orsu 
youths their own pride 
of  place in the scheme of  
things. These he has done 
by engaging private sectors 
and well to do indigenes 
and philanthropists in 
Orsu on the need to engage 
their youths in meaningful 
ventures that will help 
them earn a living.

Anglican Diocese of Ohaji-Egbema 
commissions Cathedral 

T
he Anglican Dio-
cese of  Ohaji/Egbe-
ma, Saint Peters 

Umuokanne, has officially 
commissioned a New Ca-
thedral built by pious and 
laity members of  the dio-
cese. The dedication cere-
mony was held on Sunday 
with people across board 
attending it.

Dedicating the Cathe-
dral, Archbishop, Metro-
politan and Primate of  All 

Nigeria, His Grace, The 
Most Reverend Dr. Henry 
Chukwudum Ndukuba, 
thanked God for strength-
ening the church to realize 
the project, just as he ap-
preciated the diocesans for 
their effort and commit-
ment to the work of  God, 
praying to God to bless 
them immeasurably to do 
more.

Speaking, the Anglican 
Bishop of  Ohaji-Egbema, 
Rev. Dr. Chidi Collins 
Oparaojiaku, expressed 
happiness for the comple-

tion and dedication of  the 
Cathedral. “We must build 
a befitting house for God. 
Let diocesans continue 
to be committed, remain 
focused to the service of  
God and society”.

Bishop Oparaojiaku 
while cautioning youths 
against crime and violence, 
added that only righteous-
ness can solve security 
challenges in Imo State. 
“Let all citizens join hands 
to make Imo State good 
and free from crime and 
violence to live peacefully, 

comfortably and success-
fully at all times. Parents 
should speak up against 
the illicit activities and at-
titudes of  their children”. 

Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma who attended the 
occasion with his retinue 
of  supporters and other top 
government functionaries, 
eulogized the Bishop and 
Anglican Diocese of  Oha-
ji-Egbema for their trust in 
God. He promised to do-
nate a soundproof  gener-
ating set to the church.

By Ikenna Orioha
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apoli manager, 

NL u c i a n o 
S p a l l e t t i ,  h a s 

revealed that Super Eagles 
s ta r  Vic to r  Os imhen 
passed a late fitness test, 
which saw him play in 

he contract for the TW B C 
Heavyweight title 

fight has been signed by 
Dillian Whyte and Tyson 
F u r y,  w i t h  t h e  b o u t 

expected to hold at the 
Wembley  Stadium in 
April. 

Whyte, a WBC interim 
title holder, will challenge 
Fury who is the WBC 

Heavyweight champion. 
He had earlier knocked out 
Alexander Povetkin to 
secure his current title. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  h i s 
eagerness to fight Fury, he 
told Sky Sports. 

He said, “Wherever 

t h e y  wa n t  t h e  f i g h t , 
whenever they want the 
fight, I don't care.

“I've been trying to 
fight him for a long time. 
I've been ready to fight him 
for a long time. 

“I just want to fight 
him for the world title 
now.” 

On his  par t ,  Fur y 
stated that the coming fight 
will be his easiest because 
Whyte is not on his level. 

“In this game, there is 
levels to it – that's just the 
top and bottom of  it in 
boxing – and Dil l ian 
Whyte just isn't at Tyson's 
level,” Fury said. 

“This will be one of  
Tyson's  easiest  f ights 
because you go f rom 
Deontay Wilder who can 
put your lights out in one 
second with one punch 
and then you're going over 
to Dillian Whyte who has 
not always looked the best, 
not always been up there. 

“He's taken a while to 
get this title shot, he's got a 

few miles on the clock 
himself, he's had a few bad 
knock-outs – I don't see 
him posing any threat. 

“ I t ' s  h e av y we i g h t 
boxing,  anything can 
happen, but as far as him 
being the best and ruling 
the division, Tyson is that 
man and  wi l l  do  fo r 
however long he wants to.” 

or mer  Shef f ie ld FUnited manager, 
Neil Warnock has 

revealed that he once 
turned down the chance to 

sign Chelsea legend, Didier 
Drogba, for just £100,000.

Sheffield United was a 
Championship club when 
Warnock was told about 

Drogba, who was playing 
for French second division 
side, Le Mans at the time.

Warnock was urged by 
Laurent  D'Jaf fo,  who 
played for Sheffield United 
between 2000 and 2002, to 
sign Drogba but the former 
Cr ys ta l  Pa lace  coach 
refused.

Drogba eventually 
joined Guingamp and 
Marseille before moving to 
Premier League giants, 
Chelsea, in a £24million 
transfer in 2004.

W h e n  a s k e d  i f  a 
missed transfer target had 
ever come back to haunt 
h i m ,  Wa r n o c k  t o l d 
talkSPORT: “I think every 
manager has one.

“Usually it's a striker, 

with a manager. The main 
one early in my career, I 
had a French lad play for 
me, Laurent D'Jaffo, he 
said to me 'Gaffer I've seen 
a player for you in the 
second division in France, 
very good, £100,000'.

“I said '£100,000? That 
is a lot for a second division 
French player. What's his 
name?'. He said 'Drogba'.

“I said we can't pay 
£100,000 for a second 
division French player.

“You all know what 

happened to him in the 

end, Drogba. That was my 

b i g g e s t  [ m i s s e d 

opportunity] I don't think I 

could have had a bigger loss 

than that one.” 

Monday's Serie A clash 
against Cagliari.

Osimhen started the 
game on the bench and 
came on to replace Andre 
Pe t a g n a  i n  t h e  6 7 t h 
minute.

The Nigerian striker 
ensured Napoli got a share 
of  the points, as he headed 
in the equalizer with three 
minutes left on the clock.

“It was a complicated 
game for us, Cagliari 

deserved more. In fact, we 
deserved something less. 
We never took the game 
into our own hands, even 
though we had more 
possession. They wanted 
to play this game here and 
we wanted to play another.

“We have to be happy 
with the result because it 
happens to everyone after 

arcelona striker, BP i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang has 

revealed Mikel Arteta 
contacted him ahead of  
his acrimonious exit from 
Arsenal.

Aubameyang signed 
for the LaLiga giants in the 
January window as a free 
agent after his contract 
with the Gunners was 

terminated.
Before then, the 32-

year-old was stripped of  
the Arsenal captaincy 
following a disciplinary 
b r e a c h ,  w h i c h  a l s o 
resulted in him being 
frozen out by Arteta.

Aubameyang, who 
s c o r e d  9 2  g o a l s  f o r 
Ar sena l ,  ha s  h i t  the 
ground running at Barca 
and scored a hat-trick on 
his first league start on 
Sunday in a 4-2 victory 
over Valencia.

Despite his frosty 
relationship with Arteta 
towards the end of  his 

four-year st int  at  the 
Emirates, Aubameyang 
revealed the Spaniard did 
wish him luck ahead of  his 
move to Camp Nou.

When asked whether 
Arteta spoke to him before 
h e  l e f t  f o r  S p a i n , 
Aubameyang told Mundo 
Deportivo: “Yes, Arteta 
wished me luck at Barca.”

He added: “Some of  
the things we did with 
Arteta are similar.

“I still have to get used 
to it but I am eager to 
learn. When I see how the 
boys play I want to do the 
same.”

these Europa League 
games. We did too little in 
terms of  quality. Don't say 
it's everyone anymore, 
every time it happens in 
two days we lose 4-5 
players. It was good of  
Osimhen to be available at 
the last second, he was at 
risk of  not being in the 
game.

“ F a b i a n  h a d  a 
problem, he was in pain, to 
play more than 20 minutes 
was a risk. As we saw in 
Barcelona, with his head 
broken with the eight 
points he wanted to come 
back and play the last 30 
minutes,” Spalletti told 
DAZN after the game.
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nter have collected just Ione point in the last 
t h r e e  g a m e s  a n d 

former Serie A players 
N i c o l a  Ve n t o l a  a n d 
Daniele Adani explain 
why the Nerazzurri have 
been missing Romelu 
Lukaku.

The Belgian striker is 
not living his best life at 
Chelsea, but Edin Dzeko 
is failing to fill his boots at 
Inter. Despite a great start 

eicester City are Lreportedly keen to 
agree a new long-

t e r m  c o n t r a c t  w i t h 
midfielder Wilfred Ndidi.

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international is currently in 
his sixth year at the King 

Power Stadium, with 201 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  a l l 
competitions being made 
since January 2017.

His enhanced status 
means that the 25-year-old 
is being linked with a move 
elsewhere, the likes of  

Manchester United and 
Aston Villa said to hold an 
interest.

However, according to 
reports, the Foxes are eager 
to agree fresh terms with 
one of  their most prized 
assets.

Although Ndidi has a 
contract until the end of  
2023-24, his last renewal 
was all the way back in 
August 2018 when he did 
not possess the reputation 
that he has since forged for 
club and country.

With Leicester already 
resigned to cashing in on 
Your i  Tie lemans  th i s 
summer, it appears highly 
unlikely that they will 
consider any bids for Ndidi 
during the next transfer 
window.

rystal Palace face a 

Cbattle to keep hold 
of  their midfielder, 

Michael Olise.
A r s e n a l ,  C h e l s e a , 

Everton, Lille and Bayern 
Munich are among those 

keeping tabs on the exciting 
2 0 - y e a r - o l d  E a g l e , 
according to reports.

Palace pulled off  a 
coup by pipping a number 
of  bigger Premier League 
and European clubs to sign 

him from Reading in an 
£8million deal in July.

B u t  t h e  s o u t h 
Londoners are already 
staring at the prospect of  
losing him in the next 
window fo l lowing his 
increasingly impressive 
displays for them this 
season.

The Hammersmith-
born rookie has made just 
18 top flight appearances, 
with 12 of  those as a sub.

But the way he has 
settled seamlessly into 
Premier League football 
has kept him on the radar of  
a number of  clubs at home 
and abroad.

anchester City's Mr e c o r d 
g o a l s c o r e r 

S e r g i o  A g u e r o  h a s 
confirmed the club's statue 
in his  honour wil l  be 
unveiled in May  a decade 
on from his famous last-

minute winner.
The Premier League 

giants revealed they would 
erect a statue at the Etihad 
Stadium as a tribute to their 
greatest-ever striker when 
t h e y  c o n f i r m e d  h i s 
departure last March.

And now Aguero has 
revealed the work will be 
completed in three months' 
time, telling TYC Sports: 
'The statue in Manchester 
City will be ready in May.'

That month will mark 
10 years since the Argentine 
struck the dramatic last-
minute winner against 
QPR to win City their first 
league title since 1968 on 
the final day of  his debut 
season in England.

The former striker, who 
had to call time on his 
c a r e e r  a f t e r  b e i n g 
diagnosed with a heart 
arrhythmia in December 
fol lowing his  summer 
switch to Barcelona, is a 
City legend after his famous 
strike in their 3-2 win over 
QPR on May 13, 2012.

C i t y  c h a i r m a n 
Khaldoon Al Mubarak told 
Aguero the plans for him to 
be immortalised at the 

Etihad Stadium over the 
phone last year after the 
club commissioned a statue 
to mark his achievements.

Aguero's figure will 
stand alongside those of  
fellow club greats Vincent 
Kompany and David Silva, 
which were unveiled last 
summer.  The t r io  are 
viewed as symbolising the 
s t r i d e s  t a k e n  u n d e r 
m a n a g e r s  R o b e r t o 
Mancini, Manuel Pellegrini 
and Guardiola over the past 
decade.

The current statues, 

illuminated by blue-tinted 
lighting at night, were 
created by award-winning 
sculptor Andy Scott and 
have been constructed 
using thousands of  welded 
pieces of  galvanised steel.

'Sergio's contribution to 
Manchester City over the 
last 10 years cannot be 
o v e r s t a t e d , '  s a i d  A l 
Mubarak at the time.

A g u e r o  s c o r e d  a 
staggering 260 goals in 390 
appearances in 10 years at 
City, winning five Premier 
League titles in the process.

to the season, the former 
Roma and Manchester 
City striker has netted 
fewer goals than Lukaku at 
this stage of  the season.

After 25 Serie A games 
in 2021-22, Lukaku had 
s c o r e d  1 8  g o a l s  a n d 
provided seven assists. 
This season, Dzeko has 10 
goals and three assists after 
the same amount of  time, 
a noticeable drop.

Lautaro Martinez is 

also struggling and has yet 
to find the net in 2022. 
Inter collected just one 
point from the last three 
Serie A games and lost 2-0 
against Liverpool in the 
first leg of  the Champions 
League Round of  16.

“ T h e  c o n n e c t i o n 
b e t w e e n  C o n t e  a n d 
Lukaku was crucial in the 
last two seasons,” said 
Adani while explaining 
Inter struggles during the 

Twitch show Bobo TV.
“Inter were playing 

good football until the 
o t h e r  d a y ,  s o  j u s t 
m e n t i o n i n g  L u k a k u 
would be imitative, but 
watching a game like the 
one against Sassuolo, you 
understand why they miss 
Lukaku.

“Inter have not won 
t h e  l a s t  f e w  g a m e s 
domina t ing.  They 've 
played some big games in 

40 days and seemed a little 
bit discharged against 
Sassuolo.”

Nicola  Ventola ,  a 
former Inter striker, also 
argues that the Nerazzurri 
miss Lukaku, especially in 
even games.

“ O n e  y e a r  a g o , 
Lukaku could put things in 
their favour even in an ugly 
game. This season, Inter 
are missing the champion 
that makes them win 
games even when the team 
play bad. Inter are doing 

well collectively but do not 
have a player who can win 
games single-handily.”

L u k a k u  h a s  b e e n 
struggling at Stamford 
Bridge this term, having 
scored ten goals in 28 
appearances with the 
Premier League giants. 
Inter still have the best 
attack in Serie A with 55 
goals in 25 games and sit 
two points behind leaders 
Milan. However, Simone 
Inzaghi's men have a game 
in hand.
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The fresh news people

n the midst of  the frenzy Iof  yuletide celebration, 
events passed with speed 

of  light so much so that the 
captivating and tantalizing 
personality of  Clan Chief  
(Prof) Chimezie Kingsley 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru) was not 
copiously captured.

Given that within the 
aperture of  time that events 
were flying from left, right 
and center,  the indepth 
r e a d e r s h i p  a n d 
internalization of  this effigy 
called Ebubemba Ikeduru 
may not have been grasped 
because of  the cursory clicks 
and flips of  the rectos and 
vectos of  the newspaper, not 
only News Echo newspaper 
but virtually all newspapers 
and Radio stations had the 

news of  Ebubemba Ikeduru.
You can agree with me 

that the tempo of  celebration 
has died down hence need to 
resonate and have the effigy 
re-echoed to enable the 
virtues and veritable sink to 
our auditory perception for 
eternal reverberation.

Ebubemba Ikeduru is 
humane, urbane, down to 
earth, understanding, father 
of  sort to his employees, large 
hearted and listening ear even 
when one is talking in-vacuo, 
he listens to the end of  your 
submission because he knows 
that in every nonsense, there 
might be trace of  sense. He is 
a man who doesn't fly with 
negativity, he tries to bring all 
and sundry on board.

Hear him, "because God 

has blessed me, I shall use my 
blessings to touch lives of  as 
many that come close to me". 
This is a man whose dole out 
of  magnanimity, benevolence 
and charity to his staff  and 
members of  his community 
a n d  b e yo n d  k n ow s  n o 
bounds.

 It is his identity and 
s e c o n d  n a t u r e  t h a t 
in/through him, people are 
happy, heaving sigh of  relief  
because a touch of  favour has 
located one. Yours sincerely 
is a beneficiary. Whether I 
work for him today or not, I 
will not in haste forget who 
like the proverbial fowl, the 
person that plucked her 
feather in the raining season.

I don't know why am 
saying this, I woke up one 
morning and God said I 
should put down this vignette 
for Ebubemba Ikeduru. It 
could be for posterity to 
remember or for keepers of  
history to file in their volume 
o f  a r c h i ve s  f o r  f u t u r e 
reference to know that upon 
this road of  philanthropy, a 
man, known as Ebubemba 
Ikeduru has actually passed 
through this path, not like any 
other but with impressive 
impression that leaves impact 
for generational illumination 
and paradigm shift.

Of  all the places I have 
worked, this man represents 
what true Boss should be. 
C a r i n g ,  c h e e r f u l  a n d 
accommodating. Much as he 
doesn't play with the growth 
of  his company, nor staff  
paying lips service to their 
roles and responsibilities, of  
course, no employer does, he 

always regale his wealth of  
experience with his staff, 
ensuring that they learn the 
skills and technical know-
how of  how to succeed in life 
and run smooth company. 
His translation of  his vision 
in Igbo language drives home 
the point to the marrow of  his 
l i s teners.  He  holds  h i s 
audiences spell bound for 
hours. He is an orator, let's 
give it to him. 

Do I  ta lk  about  the 
comfort that he makes his 
s t a f f  e n j oy  w i t h i n  t h e 
confines of  their office. I am 

not praise singing but I am 
rather presenting, trying to 
capture an effigy, of  whom I 
may not have all it takes to 
market... suffice it to say that, 
a contact with this man, 
leaves you with an impactful 
experience that is contagious 
to fancy. 

Much as I have enjoyed 
a n d  s h a r e d  f r o m  h i s 
m a g n a n i m i t y  a n d 
benevolence, I will continue 
to present not the low part but 
the highest and zenith of  
character and charisma.

What I haven't told you about
Ebubemba Ikeduru

Toxic petrol: Forum backpedals
on Kyari, NNPC management sack

N450m bribe: Court sentences
ex-minister to six years
imprisonment
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