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News

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Special Assistant 
(SA) to governor 
Uzodimma on Social 

Media Influencer, Paschal 
Okechukwu aka Cuban a 
chief  priest has doled out 
2700 phones to Imo State 
youths as part of  empower-
ment to support the present 
administration.

Imo youths drawn across 
the 27 Local government 
Areas of  the state have been 
empowered through digital 
economy with an Infinix 
smart phone each to aid 
them become soft ware en-
gineers.

Uzodimma’s Aide gifts 
2700 phones to youths

The executive governor 
of  Imo state, senator Hope 
Uzodimma speaking dur-
ing the flag off  at Ndubui-
si Kalu Square to mark the 
post valentine concert dis-
closed that his government 
is entitled to, through some 
of  his appointees empower 
the youths who have been 
neglected for long and also 
reduce unemployment.

He noted that 2700 ben-
eficiaries  drawn from each 
LGA will be provided with 
Data and airtime to sup-
port their training in digital 
economy which will make 
them to be self  reliant and 
improve the economy of  
the state.

He said, not  recognizing 
the youths and giving them 
the opportunity to con-
tribute to governance will 
amount to destroying the 
state and vowed to recover 
the economy through em-
powerment.

In his remarks, the SA 
said, he wants to make sure 
that the youths are con-
nected to the social media 
and follow the trend of  
event. He disclosed that 100 
youths were selected from 
each local government of  
the state. 

Apart from the phone 
gifts, two youths also won 
a car each from the event 
drawn from a raffle draw.

Demand sorting from students, be
punished, ABSU warns lecturers
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
ny lecturer in Abia 
State University, 
Uturu, who engages 

in the dirty act of  demanding 
financial gratification from 
students before attending to 
their academic works, would 
be exposed and punished.

This warning was handed 
down by the management 
of  the institution at Uturu, 
during a town hall meeting 
organised by the school for 
parents, guardians, students 
and other stakeholders.

The position of  the school 
was made known by Sena-
tor Adolphus Wabara, the 
Chairman of  the governing 
council who addressed the 
gathering.

During the town hall 
meeting, some parents and 
guardians complained that 
some dishonest lecturers 
were in the habit of  allegedly 
demanding some financial 
gratifications from their chil-
dren for the submission of 
their assignments.

Some of  the parents, who 
mentioned their first names 
during the meeting, to save 
their children from being 
victimised by the alleged 
corrupt lecturers, claimed 
that the their children com-
plained to them that they 
were told to pay between 
N1000 and N3000 to have 
their assignments attended 
to.

After listening to the com-
plaints, Senator Wabara 
directed that any lecture r 
found in the dirty and illegal 
act would face severe punish-
ment.

He urged students to pro-
vide the school with all evi-
dence of  their complaints, 
assuring that no corrupt staff 

would be shielded as there is 
a zero space for corruption 
of  any nature and advised all 
lecturers and other non-aca-
demic staff  to remain above 
board.

In his own address, the 
Vice Chancellor, Prof  Max-
well Ogbulu explained that 
under his watch, ABSU had 
attained greater heights and 
maintained that no corrupt 
activities of  any type would 
be allowed to exist in the 
school.

The VC also used the occa-
sion to explain that the recent 
ban on students from riding 
vehicles in the university was 
taken in the best interest of 
the school, pointing out that 
it was used to checkmate the 
influence of  internet fraud-
sters popularly known as 
Yahoo Yahoo from creeping 
into the school community.

He advised the parents to 
compliment the efforts of 
ABSU in producing well be-
haved students by playing 
their own parental roles.

2023: My wife ’ll contest for
Senate, says Obiano 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

T
he Anambra State 
governor, Chief  
Willie Obiano, 
on Saturday, con-

firmed his wife, Mrs. Ebe-
lechukwu Obiano’s readi-
ness to contest for Anambra 
North Senatorial District in 
the 2023 general election.

He said his wife is contest-
ing the position to continue 
from her humanitarian ser-
vices to Ndi-Anambra.

The governor, disclosed 
this while addressing mem-
bers of  Nigeria Union 
Journalists (NUJ), Anam-
bra State Chapter, at his 
country home, Aguleri, in 

Anambra East Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state, 
shortly after embarking on 
the infrastructural tour with 
members of  NUJ to Anam-
bra International Confer-
ence Centre (AICC) with 
10,000 capacity, Awka City 
Stadium and the State In-
ternational Passenger/Car-
go Airport.

The contest will be be-
tween the incumbent Sena-
tor, Senator Stella Oduah, 
of  the All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) and Mrs. Obi-
ano.

News Echo gathered that 
some Youths in Oyi Local 
Government Area of  the 
State, under the umbrella 
of  United Ogbunike Youths 

On the security challenges 
on Uturu-Okigwe road, Prof  
Ogbulu said a regular securi-
ty patrol had been instituted 
by the school, in conjunction 
with Nigerian security agen-
cies, especially on some iden-
tified flashpoints of  the road.

He appealed to the federal 
government to up the game 
in the security of  lives and 
property.

He used the opportunity 
of  the town hall meeting to 
inform the parents 

of  a plan to increase the 
school fees of  the school 
which he said, would ensure 
quality education for stu-
dents.

“If  we must deliver quality 
education to our people, we 
must prepare to pay more”, 
said the ABSU V-C.

But some of  the parents 
begged the management of 
the school to consider the 
economic situation of  the 
country by ensuring that only 
a slight increase in school 
fees is considered.

5 Corp members dead, 12 others to repeat 
service in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra state 
coordinator,  Na -
tional Youth Ser-

vice Corps, NYSC, Mrs. 
Yetunde Baberinnwa, on 
Thursday disclosed that 
it lost total of  five Corps 
members serving in the 
state.

Baberinnwa, made the 
disclosure during the pass-
ing out parade of  corps 
members of  the 2021 Batch 

‘A’  (Stream 1) Service Year  
in Anambra State.

According to her, out of  
the five deaths, three died 
during childbirth, one died 
from natural death while 
the remaining one  died on 
road accident. 

She named those who 
died while in service to 
include,  Onoh Bless 
An/21A/2153, Owoh Mer-
cy An/21A/3270, Mbam 
Timothy An/21A/1653, 
Ozor Anthony 
An/21A/2098 and-Tabele 

Mercy An/21A/3378.
She urged corps mem-

bers to remained resilient 
even in the face of  uncer-
tainty ahead of  the 2023 
general election.

“I want to commend 
their diligence and their 
patriotic commitment in 
the conduct of  the Anam-
bra state 2021 governorship 
election. The batch, despite 
the initial impression that 
the election was going to 
be bloody, they remained 
resolute in  their oath of  

Association (UOYA), have 
urged the governor’s wife to 
run for Senate to represent 
Anambra North in the 2023 
general elections.

The group said that the 
reason for their quest was 
for the governor’s wife “to 
continue in the good work 
she is doing and also attract 
more development to An-
ambra North constituency.”

The National President 
of  the group, Mr Okonkwo 
Ikechukwu, said they have 
observed that Mrs Obiano 
recorded tremendous hu-
man and infrastructural 
development during her 
husband’s administration 
despite not holding any of-
fice.

FRSC directs withdrawal of 
number plate ‘Egoobala”

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
ederal Road Safety 
Corps Marshal, Dr. 
Boboye Oyeyemi 

has directed the immediate 
withdrawal of  a fancy num-
ber plate with the inscrip-
tion ‘Egoogbala’ from its 
record.

Recall that few days ago a 

video of  the white Mercedes 
benz with a number plate 
Egoogbala was seen on a 
social media.

Corps Public Education 
Officer of  the Federal Road 
Safety Corps Headquarters, 
Abuja, Assistant Corps 
Marshal, Bisi Kazeem dis-
closed this to journalist on 
Friday. 

According to th FRSC 
Boss, “The attention of  the 
Federal Road Safety Corps 
has been drawn to a vehicle 
seen with a fancy number 
plate with the inscription 
‘Egoogbala’”.

“This is to inform the pub-
lic that the Corps Marshal, 
Dr. Boboye Oyeyemi wished 
to appreciate the public for 
drawing our attention to the 
meaning of  the inscription 
Egoogbala which connotes 
blood money and has direct-
ed the immediate withdrawal 
of  the number plate, having 
known the true meaning of 
the word in Igbo language”.

While assuring the public 
of  the Corps commitmen t 
to safer roads, fuller lives, the 
Corps Marshal also thanked 
them for been vigilant.

Zonal Police PRO recieves 
commendations for professional
conduct in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra citizens 
have in recent 
times continued 

to shower encomiums on 
the Zonal Police Public 
Relations Officer of  Zone 
13 Anambra state, SP 
Nkiruka Nwode, describ-
ing her professional con-
duct and human relations 
as exemplary.

Nwode who was pro-
moted recently to the 
rank of  an SP alongside 
few other senior person-
nel and who the Assistant 
Inspector General of  Po-
lice in the Zone described 
as lucky people, have ever 
since received a pletho-
ra of  endorsements and 
commendations from 
members of  the public.

One of  such groups 
who extolled her high 
level of  professionalism 
in the discharge of  her 
official duties was mem-
bers of  Road 26 Ngozika 

Housing Estate, Awka, 
who came in their num-
bers to commend the am-
azon and image maker of  
the police in the zone.

According to their 
spokesperson, Sir Henry 
Udoye, Princess Nwode 
has indeed impacted 
many lives through the 
way she attended to is-
sues brought to her table 
and even the way she in-

teracts with people on the 
streets.

Sir Udoye said if  the 
majority of  the police of-
ficers across the country 
could behave like Nwode 
towards the society, there 
wouldn’t be any need to 
embark on protests but 
rather the people would 
help the security agents 
to fight crime in full force.

working towards national 
unity and development. I 
am proud of  them for their 
commitment and resilient 
in doing the right thing dur-
ing the election,” she said.

The coordinator, how-
ever, said that all chal-
lenges resulting from their 
payments were promptly 
resolved. Baberinwa also 
thanked God for seeing the 
out-gone corps members 
through to the achievement 
of  yet another remarkable 
milestone in their lives.



News

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
notorious kidnap-
ping and armed 
robbery gang that 

specialized in the abduction 
and traumatizing of  septu-
agenarians, octogenarians 
and nonagenarians loved 
by families for ransom has 
been arrested.

News Echo gathered that 
the notorious gang has co-
ordinated series of  kidnap-
ping and armed robbery 
within Aba the commercial 
hub of  Abia State, Umua-
hia, Abia State capital and 
Oyigbo, a suburban town in 
Rivers State since 2018.

The gang as gathered has 
been fingered in 15 kidnap-
ping cases of  which five of  
their victims lost their lives 
in the process after they 
must have collected ransom 
they deemed inadequate for 
their efforts and stress.

Information available in 
public domain confirmed 
by a police source who 
chose anonymity reveals 
that the gang was nabbed 

Notorious kidnapping gang nabbed in Abia
on the 15th of  February 
2022 when the Anti-Kid-
napping Squad of  Abia 
State Police Command ar-
rested them at Umuokpara 
community in Umuahia 
South Local Government 
Area.

It was gathered that the 
Anti-Kidnapping Squad 
that trailed and nabbed 
the notorious kidnapping 
gang in Umuokpara oper-
ates from one of  the Police 
Divisions in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of  Abia State. 

Among those arrested 
was the gang leader and 
Kidnapping kingpin identi-
fied as Uzochi aka D-Way 
Bond who hails from 
Ekeakpara community, 
Osisioma Local Govern-
ment Area of  Abia State.

Others included Chinedu 
aka DPO said to be the 
right hand man of  D-Way 
Bond, one Sanji, one 
School-Boy, one Fela, 
one Nwadoc, one Onye-
nawaya, one Ubakanwa, 
one Emeka, one Boniface 
and one Ugochukwu. That 
D-Way Bond and DPO led 

Gov. Hope Uzodimma,  Speaker, IMHA Kenney Ibeh and Deputy speaker IMHA, Amara Chyna Iwuanyanwu and SA Social 
Media In�uencer, Cubana chief priest at the youth empowerment.

the kidnapping gang when 
they collected ransom of  
one million naira from the 
family member of  an octo-
genarian not quite long ago. 

It was gathered that in 
their usual nefarious act, 
after collecting the ransom 
from the family of  the said 
octogenarian who hailed 
from Nkwoegwu, Umua-
hia, they killed him and 

buried him in a shallow 
grave at Umuarakpa com-
munity in Osisioma Ngwa 
Local Government Area.

D-Way Bond as gathered 
also led the gang to kidnap 
another Octogenarian, an 
81 years old grandma from 
Ikeala community, Ob-
ingwa Local Government 
Area where they collected 
two million naira and re-

700 beneficiaries get free medical
services in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

O
ver 700 patients 
were given free med-
ical treatment  in En -

uagu, Onicha local govern-
ment area of  Ebonyi state 
by a foundation in the area, 
Achieje foundation during 
its medical outreach for in-
digent patients in the com-
munity.

The beneficiaries of  the 
free medical outreach in-
cluded those suffering hy-
pertension, diabetes, malar-
ia and infectious diseases.

The foundation estab-
lished in honour of  an 
Ex-Biafran soldier and a 
retired Civil Servant, Chief  
Okoronkwo Chita also dis-
tributed wrappers and bags 
of  rice to widows in the 
community.

Leader of  the medical 
team that carried out the 
free medical services, Dr. 
Okoronkwo Chita of  Alex 
Ekwueme  Federal Uni -
versity Teaching Hospital, 
Abakaliki (AE-FUTHA), 
identified hunger and lack 
of  proper care as major 
problems in the community.

He said “the common 
findings here apart from 
the issue of  deprivation that 
some people are hungry and 
don’t have people who can 
take care of  them, some are 
unkempt, they are hungry. 
Apart from that, we have 
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common problem of  hy-
pertension, diabetes. Some 
of  the beneficiaries have 
diabetes and hypertension. 
We gave the treatment we 
could give and also encour-
aged them to go for further 
checkups in well-established 
hospitals.

leased the old victim after 
traumatizing her.

News Echo gathered that 
the gang members who 
knew they had been under 
police scrutiny decided to 
go underground for a while 
in different cities, used their 
ill-gotten wealth to get in-
volved in some cover up 
businesses.

Their arrest in Umuahia 

as gathered may be con-
nected to a gathering the 
kidnapping cartel leader 
may have called for them 
to plan another deal before 
they were busted.

All efforts made to get 
the Abia Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO) on 
the issue proved abortive 
as his line failed to connect 
while filing this story.

 “Some have malaria and 
we also gave them treatment 
for malaria because we were 
running test for malaria, for 
diabetes and we were also 
checking blood pressure. We 
also checked their temper-
ature, those who had high 
temperature, we ran the ma-

laria test on them. But those 
who didn’t have that, we just 
did blood pressure and also 
blood sugar. So, some of  
them have been given treat-
ment and also encouraged 
to further their treatments in 
other hospitals that are well 
established”.

Ngor-Okpala bye-election:
APGA candidate promises quality 
representation
  
 
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s Ngor-Okpala 
State Constituency 
bye-election comes 

close, the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
candidate in the election, 
Hon. Chris Nwaiwu, has 
promised to give the peo-
ple quality, purposeful and 
responsible representation 
at the Imo State House of  
Assembly if  elected.

He gave the promise 
while addressing the peo-
ple of  Ngor-Okpala during 
the official flag off  cam-
paign and unveiling of  the 
party’s candidate held on 
Thursday, at Obike Com-
munity School and Union 
Primary School Umukabia 
respectively.

Nwaiwu, a chartered ac-
countant, stated that he is 
going to the House of  As-
sembly to affect lives of  the 
people positively by arrest-
ing the myriads of  prob-
lems slowing the progress 

of  the constituency.
“There are myriads 

of  problems to tackle in 
Ngor-Okpala. I’m going 
to submit myself  to the 
wishes of  the people, ral-
ly around them to know 
their problems and give a 
holistic approach to the 
solution- which is to fix 
roads, electricity, school 
structures, healthcare cen-
tres and markets including 
youth and women em-
powerment through job 
creation and trading with 
a view to alleviating pover-
ty”, he maintained.

He appealed to the peo-
ple of  Ngor-Okpala to 
come out en masse on the 
26th of  February and vote 
massively for him to ena-
ble him meet their pressing 
needs to make their living 
bearable.

Speaking earlier, Imo 
State APGA chairman, 
Hon. John Iwuala, de-
scribed the candidate as 
a democrat who he said 
would wipe the tears of  his 
people caused by bad rep-
resentation.

“Chris is the most ac-
ademically qualified and 
human oriented candidate 
for the Ngor-Okpala bye- 
election. Because he under-
stands the problems of  the 
people, he will work for the 
good of  the people and he 
will make the constituency 
agricultural hub. So, give 
him your mandate”, Iwua-
la posited.

Court discharges Abia provost 
from ICPC corruption charges
FFrom Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
n Abia State High 
Court, sitting in  
Umuahia has dis-

charged and acquitted 
the Provost of   Abia state 
College of  Education 
Technical Arochukwu 
and former Commission-
er for Finance in Abia 
State,  Dr. Phillips Ntoh 
on a three count charge 
of  criminal conspiracy 
leveled against him by 
the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and other relat-
ed offences Commission 
(ICPC).

Delivering a nine ty 
minutes judgment on the 
matter,  Justice CCT Adi-
ele, the presiding Judge 
held that all available ev-
idence before the Court 
did not reveal any conspir-
acy between Dr. Ntoh and 

the second respondent on 
the matter, Consolidated 
Business Network Ltd on 
the excess bank charges in 
the state government Ac-
count, when he served as 
the Commissioner for Fi-
nance in the state in 2014.

The Court directed the 
Company, Consolidated 
Business Network Ltd to 
refund the Abia State gov-
ernment the sum of  555 
Million naira to balance 
the sum of  700 Million 
naira it allegedly received 
from KEYSTONE BANK 
as excess charges within 
the period under review, 
not later than ninety days.

Reacting to the judg-
ment, first respondent and 
Provost Abia state College 
of  Education Technical 
Arochukwu, Dr. Phillips 
Ntoh thanked God that 
the Court has vindicated 
him on the matter stress-

ing that the judiciary had  
proven to be the hope for 
the common man.

Ntoh demanded an un-
reserved  apology from 
the ICPC for  alleged -
ly tarnishing his image, 
saying that the apology 
should be published in 
two national newspapers.

In his reaction, the 
Lead Counsel to the First 
Respondent Mr K.I.Oleh 
expressed satisfaction 
with the verdict, stressing 
that his client ordinary 
should have no case to 
answer since he was invit-
ed as a witness earlier in 
the case.

It would be recalled 
that the office of  the  the 
Attorney- general of  the 
federation (AGF)  insti -
tuted the case on behalf  
of  the ICPC on the 3rd of  
January 2017.
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Sustaining the improving
GDP growth in Nigeria

Monday 21 - Tuesday 22, February, 2022   

inancial  institutions,  trade, Ftelecoms contribute 22.8tr to 
output.

The country's Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), released by the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS), showed annualised real 
growth of 3.4 per cent, the highest in the 
life of the administration of President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

It was also the second time national 
economic output would exceed the 2.6 per 
cent average population growth rate, a 
development Bismarck Rewane, an 
economist, described as commendable.

In the second quarter (Q2) of 2021, the 
real GDP hit 5.01 per cent, the highest 
quarterly g rowth in recent years. 
Thereafter, the trend started flattening as 
the country recorded 4.01 per cent in the 
third quarter (Q3). The Q4 data show that 
the growth momentum may have been on a 
downtrend (otherwise interpreted as a 
s lower  g rowth)  with  the  average 
performance of the economy pegged at 
3.98 per cent.

Overall,  both Q4 and full-year 
performances were driven by impressive 
growth in the service sector. For instance, 
f inanc ia l  ins t i tu t ions,  t rade  and 
telecommunication posted growth 
ranging from 7.28 and 10.53 per cent.

The  shared  input  of  f inancia l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t r a d e  a n d 
telecommunications was 31.1 per cent or 
N22.83 trillion. The entire service sector 
of the economy contributed 53.56 per cent 
while the agriculture and industrial 
sectors added 25.88 per cent and 20.56 per 
cent respectively.

React ing  to  the  repor t ,  Chief 
Executive Officer of  the Centre for 
Promotion of Private Enterprise (CPPE), 
Dr. Muda Yusuf, said it was cheering to 
hear that the economy is picking up after 
the COVID disruption.

“The positive trajectory concerning 
our GDP is not unconnected with the rise 
in oil price. I believe that is the major 
contributor because, traditionally, there 
has always been a positive correlation 
between oil price and GDP growth,” 
Yusuf said, adding that the continuous 
importation of petroleum products is a 
major leakage on the economy.

“The economy is  beginning to 
progressively recover from the shocks of 
COVID-19. We are moving towards a 
gradual normalisation of the economy. 
We need to create the environment to 
attract a lot more investments because it is 
investments that drive growth. We need to 
d e a l  w i t h  o u r  m a c r o e c o n o m i c 
environment. We need to deal with 
inflation, which is still very high at over 
15.4 per cent.

“More importantly, we need to ensure 
that this growth also reflects on the 
welfare of the people because if you tell 

people that the economy is growing, they 
will be wondering what you are talking 
about, given the level of poverty. For me, 
this is the most fundamental issue,” he 
noted.

Corroborating Yusuf's position, 
Chairman of Financial Reporting Council 
of Nigeria (FRCN), Dr. Sam Nzekwe, 
said: “If you say the economy is growing 
and you don't see the impact on the people, 
one wonders what kind of growth you are 
talking about.”

Nzekwe regretted that the growth is 
driven by the service sector, which has 
little or no impact on the capacity to create 
jobs.

“We are happy that the economy is 
recovering from COVID shocks. But you 
can't build a sustainable economy without 
the productive sector,” he said, advising 
the government to create an enabling 
environment for the manufacturing sector 
to thrive.

“We need functional infrastructure. 
Power supply is still an issue. We also need 
to deal with the issue of  insecurity. 
Without a safe and secure environment, 
investors will not come,” he said.

The report notes: “Nigeria's GDP 
grew by 3.98 per cent (year-on-year) in real 
terms in the fourth quarter of 2021, 
showing a sustained positive growth for 
the fifth quarter since the recession 
witnessed in 2020 when output contracted 
by -6.1 per cent and -3.62 per cent in Q2 
and Q3 of 2020 under the pandemic. The 
fourth-quarter growth indicates a steady 
economic recovery accounting for yearly 
growth of 3.4 per cent in 2021.

“The Q4 2021 growth rate was higher 
than the 0.11 per cent growth rate 
recorded in Q4 2020 by 3.87 per cent points 
and lower than 4.03 per cent recorded in 
Q3 2021 by 0.05 per cent points.

“Nevertheless, quarter-on-quarter, 
real GDP grew at 9.63 per cent in Q4 2021 
compared to Q3 2021, reflecting a higher 
economic activity than the preceding 
quarter. In the quarter under review, 
aggregate GDP stood at N49.276 trillion 
in nominal terms.

“This performance is higher when 
compared to the fourth quarter of 2020, 
which recorded aggregate GDP of 
N43.564 trillion, indicating a year-on-year 
nominal growth rate of 13.11 per cent. 
The nominal GDP growth rate in Q4 2021 
was higher, relative to 10.07 per cent 
growth recorded in the fourth quarter of 
2020 but lower compared to 15.41 per cent 
growth recorded in the preceding quarter. 
2021 yearly nominal growth stood at 13.92 
per cent.”

We urge that the manufacturing sector 
be worked on to provide the needed 
physical translation of change of economy 
where the citizens will feel the improving 
economy in their different households.



he coming of  Engr Dr TMichael Arimanwa 
FNSE has set new 

paradigms at the Federal 
Po ly t e c h n i c  N e k e d e,  a  
foremost institution of  higher 
learning in Nigeria. As the first 
alumnus to so serve as Rector 
of  the institution, the Reverend 
gentleman had known from 
the outset that there were 
dreams nursed as a student 
which may need to be 
actualized. It has been argued 
that the Arimanwa rectorship 
is divine, having come at a time 
when the polytechnic needed 
an astute, a forthright and 
gracious personage.  Putting 
his hand on the plough, Rector 
Arimanwa began the arduous 
j o u r n e y  o f  r e b u i l d i n g ,  
revamping, and reinventing 
the polytechnic with an 
a m b i t i o u s  i n t e g r a t e d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n d a ,  
highlighting 14 goals and 72 
targets. 

With three years down the 
line, it is palpable that Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede has 
become an epic story of  
transformational leadership. 
The Rector has, thus, shown 
that what our society needs at 
al l  s trata is  purposeful  
leadership. The polytechnic 
has consistently caught news 
headlines for giant strides that 
are central to educational 
emancipation. Like a restless 
architect that religiously sticks 
to his building design and plan, 
Engr Dr M.C. Arimanwa has 
stuck to his noble integrated 
agenda for the polytechnic. 
Mercifully, the cerebral Rector 
is a Civil Engineer par 
excellence. He knows the 
sinews in the plan and discerns 
the dynamics of  the design in 
his hand, hence he gracefully 
translates his plan to reality. 

The reconstructed access 
roads to the polytechnic, the 
internal roads, the tens of  high-
i m p a c t  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  
equipping of  laboratories and 
workshops, the targeted 
maintenance of  aesthetic 
excellence in the institution; 
may well be regarded as a 
phase in the developmental 
plan of  Engr Dr Michael 
Arimanwa. Similarly, the 
r e i n v i g o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
directorates and units of  the 
polytechnic; the reinventing of  
the Polytechnic Medical 
Centre; the repositioning of  
the Polytechnic Microfinance 
Bank and installation of solar-
powered streetlights, may yet 
fit into another phase. There is 
then an integrated staff  
development which has seen to 

the sponsorship of  staff  for 
local and foreign workshops 
and higher degrees. This is in 
addition to a periodic interface 
w i t h  a l l  s t a f f  o f  t h e  
polytechnic, a town-hall 
initiative which has greatly 
enhanced staff  participation in 
leadership.  Bes ides  the  
foregoing, another phase may 
include the Smart Campus 
Project of  the Rector through 
which all activities in the 
school have been automated, 
standing out as a huge 
reference point  in  ICT 
revolution in Nigerian higher 
institutions.The phase also 
includes the fight against 
plagiarism and unethical 
conduct among staff  and 
students.

Only recently, the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede had 
banned students from driving 
on campus, having observed 
the recklessness and puerility 
of  the student drivers, amid 
growing concerns for safety of  
pedestrians. This bold step was 
taken to principally refocus the 
minds of  students to their 
p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  o f  
scholarship. Pundits were 
quick  to  commend the  
Polytechnic for the pace-
setting initiative. Many higher 
institutions have long toed the 
path of  the polytechnic 
(PolyNek) in maintaining 
d i s c i p l i n e  o n  c a m p u s .   
Similarly, the administration 
has stamped out all forms of  
molestation and gangsterism 
that promote intrapersonal 
and interpersonal insecurity. 
This is a bold paradigm 
because effective teaching and 
learning cannot take place in 
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  
psychosocial insecurity. 

The massive investment in 
research activities is a phase 
that has givenfillip to shades of  
technological inventions. The 
Rector literally 'sings' the 
imperatives of  research to 
every academic staff  using any 
available forum.The Poly 
Chief  Executive also charges 
members of  staff  to publish 
results of  their research in 
high-impact journals which 
can easily be cited by other 
researchers, in addition to 
maintaining global visibility. It 
was the need to spur the 
academic staff  to great heights 
t h a t  m a d e  t h e  s c h o o l  
accessresearch funds from the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETFund). The Rector went 
f u r t h e r  t o  r e n a m e  t h e  
Directorate of  Research to 
Directorate of  Research and 
Innovation for Development 
(DRID). According to the 
Rector, “This was done to 
sensitize researchers so that 

they focus their research efforts 
on targeted outcomes that will 
lead to innovation and the 
development of  the institution 
and the nation.”

The huge investment 
made in research development 
has not been in vain. The 
p o l y t e c h n i c  h a s  n o w  
maintained a high visibility 
status as her scholars excel in 
technological development. It 
bears repeating that the 
i nve n t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
automated hand-washing 
machines in Nigeria came 
from the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede. This was at the wake 
of  the COVID-19 epidemic 
when the world was brutally 
jolted from 'sleep' by the 
virus.The Rector had risen to 
the occasion by constituting a 
team of  researchers to deal 
with the situation. In addition 
to the hand-washing devices, 
the team also produced quality 
hand sanitizers to enhance 
various non-pharmaceutical 
methods of  combatting the 
scourge. 

Every higher institution 
has a tripartite role to play in 
the society. The role borders on 
t each ing,  r e sea rch  and  
community service. It is 
cheering that the Arimanwa 
administration has scored a 
distinction in the triumvirate. 
The single minded attention 
given to the equipping of  
human resources in the 
institution is basically to make 
t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  
impactful. For instance, 
learning being a change of  
attitude, can only occur when 
the teacher is knowledgeable. 
The success recorded in 
r e s e a r c h  a n d  c a p a c i t y  
development has given the 
polytechnic an edge. The 
institution can now boast of  
resourceful scientists and 
t e c h n o l o g i s t s  w h o s e  
inventions already have 
patents. By producing items 
that are useful to the society, 
the polytechnic has already 
fulfilled its role of  serving the 
community. The school has 
gone a notch higher in building 
strong ties with her host 
community through provision 
of  healthcare services and 
relevant support schemes. 

Remarkably, there is a new 
bold paradigm in curriculum 
development, accreditation 
and reaccreditation of  courses. 
N o t a b l y,  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Polytechnic Nekede under 
Rector Arimanwa has never 
lost an accreditation. New 
grounds have been broken as 
the Rector expands the 
frontiers of  the thirty three 
programmes run by the 
institution. Most programmes 

existing only at the National 
Diploma level have been 
accredited by the National 
Board for Technical Education 
(NBTE) to run at the HND 
level. This is a great feat by the 
Arimanwa administration, 
especially when one calculates 
the costs, complexities and 
dynamics of  a resource 
visitation or accreditation 
exercise. 

T o d a y ,  s i x  n e w  
prog rammes  have  been  
effectively added to the kitty. 
They are: ND Animal Health 
and Production Technology, 
ND Welding and Fabrication 
Engineering Technology, 
H N D  A r t  a n d  D e s i g n  
(Ceramics), HND Art and 
Design (Sculpture), HND Art 
and Design (Textile) and ND 
Printing Technology. Three of  
these programmes would give 
students the opportunity to 
complete their education at the 
polytechnic instead of  looking 
elsewhere to undertake Higher 
National Diploma in those 
courses. Instructively, three 
programmes of  Animal  
Heal th  and Product ion  
Technology, Fabrication 
Engineering and Printing 
Te c h n o l o g y,  a l l  h a v e  
entrepreneurial potentials, 
especially in an era where jobs 
are elusive. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
hardworking Rector has yet to 
rest on his oars in the area of  
curriculum development. Just 
recently, at his instance, the 
National Board for Technical 
Education (NBTE) visited the 
polytechnic on resource 
assessment preparatory for the 
commencement of  seven fresh 
courses. These programmes 
are: ND Hydrology and Water 
Resources Management,  
HND Geological Engineering, 
HND Mineral Engineering 
Technology, HND Petroleum 
Engineering Technology, 
HND Agriculture and Bio-
Environmental Engineering 
Techno log y,  HND Soi l  
Science and Land Resources 
Management Technology. It 
excites the mind to learn that 
these courses have immense 
potentials and are germane to 
the oil and agricultural sectors. 
The implication is that the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
has effectively keyed into the 
demands of  today's world in 
training professionals who 
would man various fields of  
endeavour which the universe 
offers. It is clear to discerning 
minds that given more time, 
there is practically no viable 
p r o g r a m m e  w h i c h  D r  
A r i m a n w a  w o u l d  n o t  
introduce to the corpus of  
programmes run in the 

polytechnic. It is worth 
applauding that Dr Arimanwa 
has deliberately focused on 
b o t h  i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w  
programmes to enlarge the 
curriculum, and to ultimately 
add value to the system. 
Markedly, the hardworking 
and meticulous Rector has also 
ensured that accreditation is 
s u s t a i n e d  i n  e x i s t i n g  
programmes. In the end, the 
society stands the beneficiary 
of  this noble and phenomenal 
gesture as it will not lack 
needed manpower to sustain 
s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
diversities. 

Already, new schools have 
been created under the 
Arimanwa administration to 
accommodate the myriad of  
programmes coming on 
stream. It is projected that the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
will soon be a recruitment 
centre for national and 
multinational organisations 
seeking manpower in choice 
fields of  endeavour. It is only 
natural that the expansion of  
the curricula will spur capacity 
development and significant 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  h u m a n  
resources to man the new 
frontiers. This is an amazing 
indicator of  how progressive 
l e a d e r s h i p  i n c e n t iv i z e s  
prosperity. It is worth recalling 
that in the history of  the 
polytechnic, the Arimanwa 
rectorship is reputed to have 
given the single largest 
employment to humanity. This 
once again reinforces the 
dictum that only progressive 
leadership gives the society a 
lasting deal. 

Engr Dr Michael C. 
Arimanwa is progressively 
emerging an institution in 
leadership. With his calm, 
humble  and  ca l cu la ted  
demeanour, the cerebral 
scholar and Reverend Canon, 
stands a classic example of  a 
hero whose achievements are 
as tall as his height – whose 
ambitions are as tall as his 
f r a m e.  A  w o r k a h o l i c ,  
described many times as a 
'walking machine' due to the 
energy and man-hours he 
passionately deploys to work, 
Engr Dr M.C. Arimanwa 
comes to work in the morning, 
for instance, and stays through 
nightfall – chairing strategic 
m e e t i n g s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  
analyzing reports, treating files 
and, of  course, studying.  For a 
leader that has so worked this 
hard and resiliently, it is only 
logical that his tenure will be 
d e f i n e d  b y  n e w  b o l d  
paradigms. God bless the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede, 
Owerri.
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Electoral Bill: CSOs give Buhari two
days to sign bill or… 
F

ollowing delay by Pres-
ident Muhammadu 
Buhari in signing 

the reworked Electoral Act 
Amendment Bill, no fewer 
than 26 civil society organisa-
tions have resolved to embark 
on a protest on Tuesday if  the 
President fails to assent to the 
bill in two days.

The coalition urged its part-
ners to converge on the Uni-
ty Fountain, Abuja, for the 
demonstration.

The coalition included Ni-
geria Civil Society Situation 
Room, Yiaga Africa, Partners 
for Electoral Reform, Interna-
tional Press Centre, Institute 
for Media and Society, Nige-
rian Women Trust Fund, The 
Albino Foundation, Centre 
for Citizens with Disabili-
ty, Premium Times Centre 
for Investigative Journalism, 
Labour Civil Society Coali-
tion, Transition Monitoring 
Group, CLEEN Foundation 
and Civil Society Legislative 
Advocacy Centre.

Others were Women Ad-
vocates Research and Doc-
umentation Centre, Nigeria 
Network of  Non-Govern-
mental Organisations, In-
clusive Friends Association, 
Enough is Enough, The 
Electoral Hub, Centre for 
Liberty, Take Back Nigeria 
Movement, International 
Peace and Civic Responsibil-
ity Centre, 100 Women Lob-
by Group, Women in Politics 
Forum, Raising New Voices, 
Millennials Active Citizen-
ship Advocacy Africa and 
Ready To Lead Africa.

On January 31 2022, the 
National Assembly transmit-
ted the reworked bill to the 
President for assent.

Buhari consequently for-
warded it to the Minister of 
Justice and Attorney General 
of  the Federation, Abubakar 
Malami (SAN), for legal ad-
vice.

Malami had hinted that he 
might advise the President to 
withhold assent if  he (Mala-
mi) found the reworked bill to 
contain proposals hinged on 
personal interests.

The CSOs in a statement 
on Saturday by the Media 
Officer of  Yiaga Africa, Mos-
hood Isah, after an emergen-
cy meeting, urged citizens 
across the nation to “call on 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to act on this matter of 
urgent national importance.”

The coalition said the bill 
allowed electronic transmis-
sion of  results, strengthened 
the financial independence 
of  the Independent National 
Electoral Commission and 
empowered the commission 
to reject falsified election re-
sults.

The statement read in part, 
“Further aware, the bill, when 
signed, requires INEC to is-
sue Notice of  Election not 
later than 360 days before the 
day appointed for an election. 
Therefore, the President has 
to give assent to the bill on or 
before February 22, 2022 if 
the dates announced for the 
2023 elections are to be main-
tained.

“We are concerned that 

Senator Uche Ekwunife presenting working tools to one of the participants at the event.

2023: Nsukka leaders unite for Ugwuanyi 
From Chuma Austin, E
nugu

S
takeholders of  Enu-
gu North Senatorial 
District have vowed 

to continue to stand solidly 
behind their illustrious son 
and Governor of  Enugu 
State, Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi, to ensure he suc-
cessfully completes his ten-
ure in 2023 and hands over 
to his successor in line with 
the established tradition 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in the state. 

The stakeholders who 
spoke during the PDP cam-
paign rally in Nsukka Local 
Government Area, ahead of  
the February 23, 2022 Local 
Government elections in the 
state, unequivocally pledged 
to stand by Governor Ug-
wuanyi in his cherished ef-
forts of  entrenching peace 
and good governance in the 
state, maintaining that they 
will always rally round the 
governor as their son and 
leader of  the state. 

The Nsukka stakehold-
ers commended Gov. Ug-
wuanyi for his adminis-
tration’s infrastructural 
transformation of  the state 
especially in the rural areas, 
stressing that the University 
town of  Nsukka is one of  
the major beneficiaries of  

the governor’s rural devel-
opment policy.  

Speaking at the well at-
tended rally, Engr. Abba dis-
closed that Nsukka is united 
and will remain steadfast 
in protecting the interest of  
the governor as well as en-
courage him to deliver more 
democratic dividends to the 
people of  Enugu State. 

“Our son is the governor. 
We value our brother and 
anybody outside this zone 
who is doing the contrary 
will be resisted by us. Nsuk-
ka means business. Nsukka 
is grateful to you and will 
continue to stand by you”, 
he said. 

Adding his voice, the 
member representing Nsuk-
ka/Igbo-Eze South Feder-
al Constituency, Rt. Hon. 
Dr. Asadu pointed out that 
“Gov. Ugwuanyi is our 
leader; he has the people, he 
has Nsukka, he has Enugu 
East Senatorial District, he 
has Enugu West to fight for 
him”.

Corroborating, the Sen-
ator representing Enugu 
North Senatorial District, 
Senator Chukwuka Utazi 
reassured Gov. Ugwuanyi 
that the people of  Nsukka 
are “solidly behind you”, 
stating that “Anybody 
thinking that Nsukka is not 
united is wasting his time”. 

According to him, “Any-
body fighting you will not 
succeed. We will stand be-
hind our own man. We will 
stand firmly and fight for 
you. Justice should be done 
to Nsukka people”.  

At the PDP campaign 
rally in Igbo-Etiti LGA, 
the former Governor of  
old Enugu State, Dr. Ok-
wesilieze Nwodo disclosed 
that the PDP leadership in 
Enugu State had zoned the 
governorship position of  the 
state to Enugu East Senato-
rial District in 2023.

Speaking at the rally, Dr. 
Nwodo said that he was in 
the party meeting alongside 
other leaders, such as the 
then Governor, Mr. Sullivan 
Chime, Senator Ike Ekwere-
madu, the then State Chair-
man the PDP, Chief  Abba, 
where the decision was tak-
en.  

The former Governor 
revealed that it was Chief  
Dubem Onyia who moved 
the motion at the meeting, 
which was seconded by 
Senator Ben Collins Ndu, 
with an amendment by 
Dr. Charles Egumgbe that 
the governorship position 
should go to Enugu East 
Senatorial District in 2023 
after the turn of  Enugu 
North Senatorial District, 
which is presently occupied 

the delay in granting presi-
dential assent to the Elector-
al Bill, 2022 will create legal 
uncertainties that threaten the 
integrity of  the off-cycle elec-
tions in Ekiti, Osun, and the 
2023 general election, which 
is 366 days away.

“The civil society commu-
nity resolves to declare Tues-
day February 22, 2022 as the 
national day of  protest to 
demand immediate assent to 
the bill. Civil society networks 

will organise peaceful public 
direct-action activities to fur-
ther the demand to assent the 
bill. We urge citizens across 
the nation to call on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to act 
on this matter of  urgent na-
tional importance.”

The President has not 
shown any significant sign of 
signing the reworked bill 20 
days after it was transmitted 
to him by the National As-
sembly.

By law, the President is ex-
pected to respond to the Na-
tional Assembly’s proposal 
not more than 30 days after 
receiving it.

The bill was transmitted 
to him on January 31, 2022, 
meaning he has barely 10 
days left to act on it. The Pres-
ident has in the last five years 
rejected electoral amendment 
bills five times.

The INEC Chairman, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu, had said 

last month that the commis-
sion would quickly release 
the timetable and schedule of 
activities for the 2023 general 
elections based on the new 
law once the bill is signed by 
the President.

However, there are indica-
tions that INEC will go ahead 
with its preparations rather 
than allow Buhari’s failure to 
sign the bill to delay its activ-
ities.

by Governor Ugwuanyi. 
Dr. Nwodo applauded 

Gov. Ugwuanyi for the pro-
cesses through which the 
party’s candidates for the 
chairmanship and council-
lorship positions emerged, 
disclosing that it was a 
“unanimous and a demo-
cratic consensus”. 

He also lauded the gov-
ernor for his remarkable 
achievements in the are-
as of  healthcare delivery, 
education facilities, road 
infrastructure, rural devel-
opment, workers’ welfare, 
peace and security, among 
others.

Addressing huge crowds 
at the rallies, Gov. Ug-
wuanyi thanked the people 
of  Nsukka and Igbo-Etiti 
LGAs for their unceasing 
prayers and support and 
urged them to vote massive-
ly for the PDP in the forth-
coming LG Elections in the 
state.

The governor told the 
PDP chairmanship can-
didates in Nsukka LGA 
and Igbo-Etiti LGAs, Barr. 
Walter Ozioko and Hon. 
Ikenna Nwodo, respective-
ly, and their deputies (Sylva-
nus Asogwa and Hon. Jude 
Amunabor) to promise their 
people that they will serve 
them with the fear of  God if  
they are elected.

Enugu LG election: Police
Commissioner reassures 
provision of adequate security
 From Chuma Austin, Enugu

I
n view of  the forthcom-
ing Local Government 
elections, scheduled 

to hold in all the 17 Lo-
cal Government Areas 
of  Enugu State slated for 
Wednesday February 23, 
the Commissioner of  Po-
lice, Abubakar Lawal, has 
ordered the maximum de-
ployment of  personnel and 
other policing resources of  
the Command to ensure 
the security and peaceful 
conduct of  the elections. 

In a statement by the 
State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Daniel 
Ndukwe on Sunday, the 
Police Commissioner said, 
they would collaborate 
with other security agen-
cies, local security outfits 
and stakeholders to pro-
vide adequate security 
during the period of  the 

elections and beyond.
The Police boss also 

cautioned political parties, 
their flag bearers and sup-
porters against conducting 
themselves in manners ca-
pable of  making the peace-
ful and smooth conduct of  
the elections impossible; 
while warning that acts of  
electoral malpractice and 
violence of  any kind would 
not be tolerated before, dur-
ing and after the elections.

According to him, “the 
electorate should use the 
opportunity of  public hol-
iday and restriction of  
non-essential human and 
vehicular movements on 
the day of  the elections, 
as declared by the State 
Government, to go out en-
masse and exercise their 
franchise without fear of  
intimidation or harass-
ment”
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Imo LG Election: To be or not to be

W
hen General 
O l u s e g u n 
O b a s a n j o 

military administration 
reformed the local 
government system, he did 
that for good reasons.

He wanted to bridge 
the gap government 
noticed between the 
federal,  state governments 
and the rural populace; 
bring government to their 
doorsteps and promote 
growth and development, 
among many other good 
plans. Like every othe r 
Nigerian institution, the 
system can not be said to 
have completely realized 
its mandate .No objective 
person can say that. But, to 
an appreciable extent it has  
giving rural people sense of 
belonging. 

Its early drivers and 
managers  were able to 
take the system to the 
modest height it is today, 
by utilizing the resources 
at their disposal. With 
what was given them they 
provided  basic services and 
projects which impacted 
the people positively, 
thereby given them hope. It 
is true  development at that 
level may not be happening  
at break neck speed, but, it 
would also be wrong to say 
nothing is going on  there 
and stand on that premise 
to write off  the system.

Undoubtedly, the period 
spanning1976 to 1999 
was period for foundation 
laying. That was done. 
Assuming all things had 
been equal by now  more 
blocks would have been 
added to the edifice to take 
development at that level to 
new heights.However, the 
36 states governors who 
held sway between 1999 to 
2007, bluntly and wickedly 
didn’t allow that happen.

Apparently, driven by 
rabid gluttony, crave for 
filthy lucre, authority and 
limitless powers, those anti 
grassroots development 
agents sometime between 
2002/03  induced the 
National Assembly with 
lorry loads of  cash to, amend 
the 1999 constitution. They 
made them expunge the 
financial autonomy clause 
for local governments 
and contained in the 
constitution. And in its 
place inserted  the vexatious 
conduit pipe called  state/
Local Government Joint 
Account, JAAC.

Since those  governors 
successfully hijacked the 
third tier of  government , 
succeeding generations 
of  governors  have toed 
the same path of  literally 
kidnapping and holding 
the LG system at gunpoint.
However, though t his 
choking  stranglehold on 
the 774 councils is a nation 
malady, that of   Imo State 
seem to have degenerated 
so dangerously like a 
cancerous tumour. ex Gov. 
Rochas Okorocha  laid the 
foundation of  the cancer 
ravaging Imo’s 27 councils.

I  say this without fear 
of  contradiction having 
been around since Chief 
Udenwa’s time. In fact, 
i was both a witness and 
participant in his time. It 
was  Same story during 
Chief  Ohakims time. It 
is true Udenwa and co 
opened the doors  of  the 
dark prison in which the 
system is presently trapped. 
But, i recall vividly  that 
the councils were alive and 
kicking under him. 

He was fully in charge 
no doubt but, still allowed 
the system to run  as it 
should.

JAAC meetings held ; 
monthly  allocatio ns 
publication in newspapers 
remained sacrosanct and, 
more than 70% percent of 
allocation released to the 
27 LGs after JAAC. His 
successor, Chief  Ohakim 
more or less trod  same 
path. It was  Okorocha 
advent which turned the 
sweet vibe  into a mourning 
dirge. His coming really 
seemed to have sounded 

the death bell  of  that tier 
in Imo.

As soon as he assumed 
power and saw money  he 
went berserk. Amid that 
frenzy he told council 
workers to proceed on 
indefinite leave citing non 
commitment to duty as 
reason for that rash action. 
But, in truth he did it to 
have unfettered access 
to LG funds. Okorocha 
banished JAAC and 
newspaper publication o f 
allocations.  At the peak 
of   that usurpation mania, 
he stopped releasing 
allocation to the councils.
Rt Hon Emeka Ihedioha’s 
election brought respite to 
the embattled   councils . 
He recovered and returned 
life to LG secretariats with 
just one swift stroke of 
action.

That action was the 
restoration of  financial 
autonomy to the 27 
councils. To guard against 
sabotaging his noble 
intentions, he also instituted 
a strict monitoring regime 
using the Bureau for Local 
Government to, preven t 
TC chairmen from abusing 
the financial freedom. It 
paid off  hugely. Life was 
returned to the LG system 
and visible development 
sprang up again.

Looking back at his 
commitment and sincere 
desire  to reposition the 
system,  one can safel y 
assert that he would have 
conducted LG election as 
promised.

Perhaps, sensing that 
Imo people have so much 
interest in the third tier, Gov 

Hope Uzodinma while 
taking over on January 
15, 2020, also promised 
to conduct LG poll within 
three months.

Two years after taking 
oath of  office, Imo people 
are still to see him show 
interest in fulfilling his 
promise. Rather than 
do that, he seems more 
happy taking the people 
for a ride. But, trust Imo 
people. Daily eyebrows are 
being raised and questions 
are springing up here and 
there. Many are asking: 
Imo LG elections: “To be 
or not to be?

Well, the answer may 
well be in the negative 
as it is crystal clear the 
governor does not seem 
to see that exercise as 
priority project. Indeed, 
if   his body language is 
anything to go by then 
we can safely assume that 
truly hard  times await 
them under him.You need 
not look far to see what 
gave rise to this fear. In few 
weeks the TC committees 
appointed in 2020 would 
be two years in office . 
That is an unimaginable 
constitutional breach. But, 
the governor doesn’t seem 
to be losing sleep over 
that undisguised illegal. 
Perhaps,  they are being 
allowed to stay because 
as is being alleged, they 
willing tools through which  
funds  meant for projects 
and salary are being salted 
away.

And does one  need  to be 
told that if   those presently 
calling the shots in Imo are 
feeding fat on the councils 

treasury, expecting them 
to conduct elections will 
be like expecting  a sixty 
years woman to put to bed. 
Perhaps,  the ISIEC board 
has now realized that and 
bolted away  after initial 
“gragra” of  preparing for 
elections. 

Apparently, they were 
initially carried away by the 
euphoria of   appointment, 
to read the body language 
of  the “oga on top”. Their 
intoxicated minds didn’t 
allow them see that their 
appointment was  nothing 
more than fulfil ling 
righteousness.

Now,  their eyes have 
opened and they are now 
able to read what they 
ought to read correctly 
in the wake of  their 
appointment. I recall that 
during its dreaming season 
ISIEC  told us March 2022  
election is irreversib le. 
Today, we have less than  
fifty days to the end of 
March yet, there is no 
single sign of  preparation 
for election. As a matter 
of  fact, it has  not even 
published  the mandatory 
election notice which the 
law said must be don e 
ninety days to the election.

Considering this 
worrisome scenario is 
there  still hope of   Gov 
Hope fulfilling his promise 
on LG elections?

There is no such hope in 
sight. That is to say, we are 
still were we were under 
Okorocha,  under Gov 
Uzodinma. It may even 
likely get worse under him 
if  what is happening now 
is anything to go by.

By Chinedu Opara

Uzodimma
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O
nwa Oru is a 
cultural festival  
usually celebrated 

by the indigenous people of  
Uratta clan in Owerri North 
LGA of  Imo state.

Historically, Uratta 
is made up of  10 
autonomous communities 
of  Akwakuma, Amakaoha, 
Okwo, Orji, Owalla, 
Owaelu, Umualum, 
Umunahu, Umuoba and 
Umuorii.

The festival marked 
the end of  farming season 
and harvest.  It’s also a 
traditional thanksgiving to 
God for bountiful harvest 
and protection of  their 
lives.  Onwa Oru is usually 
celebrated in the month 
of  February and marked 
at Orie market square in 
Uratta.

The festival is celebrated 
to usher in the new farming 
season. During this period, 
no one is expected to enter 
the bush for farming until 
the festival ends, it’s also 
expected that the rains will 
fall to soften the land for 
tilling.

The festival abhors 
wrestling, fighting, 

quarrelling and any form of  
dispute and violence. The 
Uratta people are usually 
aware of  this fact and no 
form of  judgment takes 
place during this period, all 
of  these can take place after 
the ceremony. Onwa Oru 
as some people interpret 
it to be “Onwa Uru” 
which means the month 

Uratta  celebrates Onwa Oru festival in grand style

Indigenes call for rehabilitation of Community 
Central School, roads, market in Ngor Okpala

I
ndigenes of  Obike 
Umuofor of  Ngor-
Okpala Local 

Government Area of 
Imo State, have called 
on the state government 
to rehabilitate the 
dilapidated Community 
Central School Obike to 
encourage teaching and 
learning at the area as well 
as avoid lost of  life given 
to danger imposed by the 
rotten structure.

The people also 
demanded for quick 
rehabilitation of  their 
deplorable roads and 
abandoned market (Nkwo 
Ahia Dike) adjudged to be 
the largest market at the 
locality, saying the feat will 
strengthen productivity 
and promote good living, 
peace and security.

The people made 
the call through Okere 
Jude and Iheanyi Eke, 
concerned indigenes of 
Obike Umuofor, in an 
interview with News 
Echo, who visited the 

By Grace Ofurum

community last week. 
They lamented that Obike 
Umuofor which is the 
biggest town in Ngor- 
Okpala has been suffering 
adversely due to bad 
roads, lack of  electricity, 
healthcare and other 
social amenities.

For Okere Jude, 
“Community Central 

School Obike has existed 
over a hundred and 
twelve years. The school 
is one of  the first schools 
in Ngor-Okpala. One of 
the dilapidated school 
buildings (pointing at the 
structure) nearly killed 
pupils when it collapsed. 
It is baffling that some 
prominent persons in Imo 

and other states of  South 
East who went through 
the school have closed 
their eyes while the school 
bindings rot. The local 
government authority has 
remained adamant, using 
our allocation on frivolous 
spree even as we groan in 
difficulty”.

Okere while expressing 
bitterness over the 

of  benefits or merriment. 
That is why the activities 
that accompany the festival 
is usually drinking and 
feasting with lots of  cultural 
dances and other cultural 
display to entertain guests 
at the occasion. After the 
official ceremony at the 
market square, individuals 
can retire to their homes to 

wine  and dine with  their 
families and friends.

Speaking to journalist 
in his palace, the traditional 
ruler of  Orji autonomous 
community, HRH Eze 
Innocent Chukwuma 
Opara, Ezeudo and 
Oshimiri 1 of  Orji disclosed 
that the ceremony does not 
have any fetish connotation 

but an expression of  thanks 
to God and a celebration of  
love, peace and oneness. He 
stated that the festival is age 
long and unites the entire 
Uratta clan.

Eze Opara disclosed 
that after Onwu Oru, old 
hunters will first enter the 
bush to kill wild animals 
that most have invaded the 

farms to make it safe and fit 
for people to start farming 
without fear.

The secretary of  the 
palace, Chief  Chukwuma 
Charles said the festival is 
significant as “Omu” palm 
front has been placed inside 
water  which establishes 
peace in the whole Uratta 
clan.

He disclosed also that 
the ceremony is usually 
accompanied by the parade 
of  Ada Uratta mainly first 
daughters of  Uratta to deep 
their feet in what is know as 
“Obu”. This is mainly done 
by virgins. This also offers 
them the opportunity to be 
selected by future spouses.

The head of  Oha, the 
custodian of  the customs 
of  the community,  Oha 
Micheal Ezenwa Njoku said 
the festival is a yearly event 
and warns that anyone who 
defaults the rules bidding 
the festival will be  fined and 
will be made to appease the 
land. He therefore urged 
everyone to maintain peace, 
love and avoid anything 
that will bring dispute 
among them. This year’s 
Onwu Oru cultural festival 
took place on Saturday 19 
February 2022.

deteriorating situation of 
the school buildings which 
subject pupils and teachers 
who remain in the school 
to danger and perplexity, 
mentioned that the school 
has “few teachers who 
come to school at will 
with no body checking 
their truancy. We call on 
government to come in 
and do the needful to save 

the pupils and teachers 
from imminent danger”.

With Iheanyi Eke, 
pointing out that the 
“Nkwo Ahia Dike 
(market), has over the 
years broken down and 
overgrown by weeds, 
inhabited by both 
domestic and wild animals 
due to obvious neglect by 
local council authority. 
For the past 3 to 4 years, 
the 8 communities that 
make up Obike Umuofor, 
have no electricity, just 
as we have no good road, 
no functional healthcare 
centres, no secondary 
school”.

“In fact, there is 
no visible government 
presence here. We are not 
happy at all because our 
leaders especially those in 
government had woefully 
failed us. We need help. 
APC has failed us entirely 
followed by PDP. And 
now, we want to try 
APGA to see if  it can 
bring the desired positive 
change which we have 
been yearning for.

By Ikenna Orioha

Traditional ruler of Orji autonomous Eze Innocent Chukwuma Opara and some members of his cabinet during the Onwa Oru festival.

Dilapidated buildings of the community central school, Obike
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Politics

U
n i v e r s i t  y
lecturers are 
embarking on 

yet another strike. If 
you are keeping track, 
this will be their 8th 
strike since 2009. What’s 
behind this latest strike? 
ASUU claims that the 
government has refused 
to implement the 
agreement they had with 
the government in 2020 
when they called off  their 
longest strike in a long 
time. When it comes to 
Federal Government vs 
ASUU, it is hard to take 
sides in their perennial 
dispute.

The government 
has itself  to blame for 
creating more universities 
than it can sufficiently 
fund. The number of 
federal universities 
has nearly doubled in 
the last fifteen years. 
Whenever ASUU goes 
on strike to ask for more 

money for universities, 
the government claims 
that it is already funding 
the universities to the 
best of  its ability. But 
shortly after a strike, 
the government will 
announce the creation of 
yet another university.

This year, the Federal 
Government, through the 
Ministry of  Education, 
TETFund and other 
intervention projects, 
plans to spend around 
450 billion naira on its 
universities. This might 
have adequate for 25 
universities but today, 
44 universities must 
share the funds. Federal 
Government has bitten 
more than it could chew 
and those in charge are 
not stopping. As you read 
this, there are still bills in 
the national assembly to 
create new universities, 
polytechnics and colleges 
of  education. As someone 
once said, Nigeria has 
turned universities to 

constituency projects like 
boreholes.

Of  course, ASUU itself 
cannot be defended.  One 
of  the reasons they are on 
strike has to do with their 
insistence on dictating 
the payroll software their 
employer should use. I 
do not know where else 
in the world a group 
of  employees would 
determine the software 
their employers should 
use in processing their 
payment. There are other 
legitimate complaints, of 
course, but ASUU should 
have learnt by now that its 
persistent strike action will 
not solve these problems.

The Federal 
Government is simply 
incapable of  providing 
the kind of  funds that are 
required to run 44 modern 
universities. Almost all 
sectors of  the economy 
could do with more 
funding. Sadly Nigeria is 
broke and the oil money 
that used to save us is no 

longer what it used to be. 
With over 200 million 
people, Nigeria can no 
longer afford to guarantee 
free university education 
to everyone who wants it. 
This is the truth that that 
ASUU with its socialist 
leaning has refused to 
see. The agreements that 
ASUU keeps signing with 
government is not worth 
the paper it is printed 
on. The government 
will agree to anything 
to get ASUU to call off 
its strike, only to fail to 
implement the agreement 
and the dance will go on. 
ASUU does not mind as, 
however long its strikes 
go, its members are 
assured of  being paid for 
all the months they did 
not work.

It’s time the 
government and ASUU 
told each other the truth. 
For starters, the federal 
government should stop 
creating new universities 
and should immediately 

consolidate all its 
university funding into 
one place. Scattering 
the funding across the 
budgets of  Ministries of 
Education, Agriculture, 
Technology, and Works 
and TETFUND makes 
it difficult to know how 
much exactly is available 
to the universities.

The FG should be 
clear on how much 
it could provide to 
the universities per 
undergraduate and how 
many undergraduates it 
could afford to fund. After 
providing this funding 
support, it should leave it 
to the management teams 
of  the universities and the 
various unions to figure 
out how to deploy the 
money in their various 
universities. After doing 
this, the government 
should stop negotiating 
with all the university 
staff  unions and let them 
do their outdated socialist 
dance alone.

ASUU and Federal Government: 

A perfect couple
By Sodiq Alabi

Buhari Osodeke



t is very easy to Ipresume that the 
intersection between 

our culture and modern 
workplace warps both 
morality and common 
sense. But in reality, 
something  far  more  
prosaic may be afoot. 
There is not much that is 
m o d e r n  a b o u t  t h e  
Nigerian workplace vis-à-
vis our ossified cultural 
practices.

My 35 years of  post-
school work (in Nigeria) 
d i v v i e s  u p  ( n o t  
particularly neatly nor 
with much pre-thought) 
into stints with the civil 
service, the not-too-formal 
private sector (where 
m o n t h l y  p e n s i o n  
deductions from your 
salary simply vanish into a 
black hole) and Nigeria 
I n c o r p o r a t e d .  A n d ,  
diverse, though experience 
in all of  these places have 
been, two key threads run 
through them: A near 
pathological obsession 
with hierarchy; and a riot 
of  bosses and a dispiriting 
dearth of  leaders.

One could explain the 
hierarchy thing in terms of  
the cultural context within 
which much of  our work 
takes place. And I have 
often wondered if  cultures 
built around elders and the 
daily obeisance that 
younger ones must pay to 
them do not lead directly 
to workplaces built around 
hierarchies. That the 
Japanese “sarariman” 
regularly offers up this 
same kvetch is sufficient 
indictment of  the cultural 
in t egument s  o f  our  
workplaces. Especially 
when this is argued as one 
reason the Japanese 
economy scores relatively 
low on innovation, vis-a-
vis its peers.

How do you explain 
the paucity of  leadership, 
though? Japan, to stretch 
our preferred example, 
may have more than its 
fair share of  jerks as 
workplace bosses but it 
hasn't wanted for leaders 
so much that society's 
progress has stalled in 
result. That there are few 

leaders in our local civil 
service is understandable. 
Purpose is the one concept 
that that workplace so 
badly needs. As a civil 
servant, you went to work 
and came back every day 
with no sense of  where 
what you'd done fits into 
or with anything. Hardly 
surprising, then, that most 
civil servants find more 
creative uses for their 
offices and time.

Unfortunately, as with 
the setting up of  whistle-
blower infrastructure to 
h e l p  f i x  c o r p o r a t e  
governance shortfalls, 
feedback mechanisms 
designed to improve 
corporate cultures are as 
performative as have 
become most of  the 
masquerade festivals in 
our villages. Like those 
even t s,  they  s imply  
v a l i d a t e  t o u r i s t s '  
experiences.

It is no surprise either 
that the private sector and 
its need to turn a profit to 
recompense investors 
whose money the business 
runs on, is spared the civil 
service's mission creep. 
Yet, or may be because of  
this, Nigeria Incorporated 
is the most obsessed with 
d r iv i n g  c h a n ge  a n d  
organising the retreats that 
supposedly bring this 
about. If  you can ignore 
the fact that these retreats 
nearly always mask an 
advance of  processes in 
the wrong direction, I have 
learnt three lessons from 

attending more than my 
fair share of  these.

First,  while most 
businesses in what we 
describe as the organised 
private sector have no 
difficulty denouncing 
most forms of  bullying 
(indeed, a few have 
g e n e r a l l y - a c c e p t e d  
procedures for calling out, 
sanctioning, and trying to 
remediate jerk behaviour), 
not many have thought 
through the definition of  
and the management of  
sexist conduct in the 
workplace. A few oases 
aside, key elements of  
corporate Nigeria are as 
patriarchal as the Nigerian 
village nearest to them. 
Tribalism, on the other 
hand, despite having 
implications for merit and 
a motivational effect on 
high octane employees, is 
p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  
Constitution of  the federal 
republic. Unfortunately, 
as with the setting up of  
w h i s t l e - b l o w e r  
infrastructure to help fix 
corporate governance 
s h o r t f a l l s ,  f e e d b a c k  
mechanisms designed to 
i m p r o v e  c o r p o r a t e  
c u l t u r e s  a r e  a s  
performative as have 
become most of  the 
masquerade festivals in 
our villages. Like those 
even t s,  they  s imply  
v a l i d a t e  t o u r i s t s '  
experiences.

Second, in the contest 
between g lobal  bes t  
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  l o c a l  

constraints, the latter 
triumphs all the time. The 
fact that the most visible 
players in corporate 
Nige r ia  boas t  some  
association with leading 
g l o b a l  b u s i n e s s  
consultancies provides 
useful contrast for this 
point. In the tension 
between consultant-types 
and the rest of  us, the 
unspoken requirement is 
that “If  you've seen 
something work well 
elsewhere, the onus on you 
i s  t o  l o c a l i s e  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e ” .  A l a s ,  
because this requirement 
is never ever met, and this 
is the third lesson, I can 
confirm that “culture eats 
strategy for breakfast 
every morning”.

I find that especially in 
our leading corporations, 
we  h ave  a l l owe d  a  
fossilised view of  cultural 
expectations to drive the 
modern workplace. This is 
what allows a boss to tell 
his subordinate that an 
apology is all that is due 
from her each time he 
expresses displeasure with 
the quality, direction, and 
or pace of  her work.

Does this not return 
m e  t o  w h e r e  t h i s  
conversation took off  
from? I find that especially 
i n  o u r  l e a d i n g  
corporations, we have 
allowed a fossilised view 
of  cultural expectations to 
d r i v e  t h e  m o d e r n  
workplace. This is what 
allows a boss to tell his 

subordinate  that  an  
apology is all that is due 
from her each time he 
expresses displeasure with 
the quality, direction, and 
or pace of  her work. Up 
until I turned 20, the 
cultural conversations 
around the workplace that 
I picked up from my 
parents centred around the 
practice where the wives 
of  salarymen went to 
carry out domestic chores 
in the boss' house as a 
c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  
husband's preferment at 
work.

Not much of  that 
happens these  days,  
thankfully. But then, the 
brown-nosing has not 
gone away. It has simply 
evolved. How much of  
this has been helped by (it 
is not an erosion of  values, 
but) our failure to build 
strong value systems and 
the inst i tut ions that  
underpin these elsewhere, 
including robust thinking 
around regulation and 
how this is organised? In 
search of  an answer to this 
question, it is very easy to 
p r e s u m e  t h a t  t h e  
intersection between our 
cul ture  and moder n 
workplace warps both 
morality and common 
sense. But in reality, 
something  far  more  
prosaic may be afoot. 
There is not much that is 
m o d e r n  a b o u t  t h e  
Nigerian workplace vis-à-
vis our ossified cultural 
practices.
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Pantami professorship: 
FUTO in disarray

Federal University of  
Technology Owerri 
(FUTO) very recently 

has been in the eye of the 
storm over the professorial 
award given to the Minister of  
Communication and Digital 
Economy, Isa Pantami.

The Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (ASUU) has 
declared the Minister of  
Communications and Digital 
Economy, Dr Isa Ali Pantami’s 
professorship as illegal. The 
union announced this at a 
press conference that followed 
its National Executive Council 
meeting on Monday, February 
14, 2022.

According to ASUU 
President, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osodeke, Pantami should 
not be treated as a professor 
because his promotion to the 
status was illegal. Osodeke 
said, “You cannot be a minister 
and a lecturer in a university. 
It is an encouragement of  
illegality.

“Pantami has to quit as 
a minister and be tried for 
doing double jobs within the 
same federal system. He is not 
qualified. Pantami should not 
be treated as a professor.”

Pantami was elevated by 
the council of  the Federal 
University of  Technology, 
Owerri (FUTO) to a 
professorship position at the 
council’s 186th meeting in 
November 2021.

It would be recalled that 
the council was criticised for 
promoting Pantami, who was 
not an academic staff  member 
of  the university.

However, ASUU has 
vowed to sanction the Vice-
Chancellor of  the university 
and all its members that 
were involved in Pantami’s 
promotion.

The Alumni Association 
of  Federal University of  
Technology Owerri FUTO 
which rose very early to 
express concern in what was 

considered to be a questionable 
professorship award to Minister 
Isa Pantami has finally advised 
Management of  the University 
to step down the award. The 
association said it considers 
the award inexplicable and 
questionable. It also dissociated 
itself  from an unknown group 
called FUTO Alumni Elders 
which has been struggling to 
whitewash the fraud.

FUTO management 
filed a suit on the matter but 
that has not stopped further 
conversation on the issue. 

The national leadership 
of  ASUU has advised FUTO 
management to reverse the 
award on the ground that it is 
inappropriate.

The FUTO management 
has, however, insisted that the 
award followed due process”.

In his comments, the 
Federal University of  
Technology Owerri (FUTO) 
branch of  the Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigerian 
Universities (SSANU) has 
called on politicians to stop 
playing destructive politics 
with the issues affecting the 
institution.

Chairman of  FUTO 
SSANU, Comrade Nwokeji 
Uchenna (KSJI) made the 

call weekend when fielding 
questions from newsmen in 
Owerri, the Imo State capital.

Nwokeji, who doubles as 
the chairman of  the university’s 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC), noted with regret that 
most of  the issues bringing 
FUTO to spotlight such as the 
Pantami professorship and the 
host communities grabbing 
of  FUTO land were being 
sponsored by politicians for 
selfish political gains.

He disclosed that since the 
current Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Nnenna Oti came on board, 
staff  welfare has become one 
of  the top priorities despite the 
prevailing economic realities in 
the country.

Nwokeji said, “We feel 
that the VC is being distracted 
on all fronts ranging from the 
host communities grabbing of  
FUTO land and this Pantami 
issue. We have seen people 
bringing coffins to the university 
gate in protests. These things 
are rather derailing the purpose 
of  the university.

“Pantami’s professorship 
should not be used to destroy 
FUTO. The issue has been 
deeply tainted with politics. 
This is university that has 
a Governing Council that 

is vested with the power to 
handle such issues. 

“You are not a professor in 
FUTO; you are not a member of  
the FUTO governing council; 
you are not a stakeholder of  
any sort in FUTO, but you 
are writing every day against 
FUTO. Rather than allow the 
council to do its job, persons 
who have little or nothing do 
with FUTO are being used to 
cause confusion. 

“If  all these attacks are 
coming from FUTO, I think 
it can be properly addressed 
by the management. But a 
situation where the concerns 
are only coming from outside 
in what can be regarded as 
meddlesome interloper, we see 
it as politically motivated.

“We want to call on 
politicians who have their 
personal political issues to settle 
to leave FUTO out of  it. This is 
the only federal university of  
technology in the entire South-
east and South-south.

“We want to implore 
Southeast and Imo State 
politicians in particular, to 
help protect FUTO from the 
ongoing destructive politics 
because this is the only such 
institution we have around 
here.  Our people should 

support FUTO management to 
achieve its purpose which is to 
turn out world class scientists 
and technologists.

“We feel that the land 
grabbing issue and all 
these distractions are being 
sponsored by politicians in 
Imo State particularly those 
of  them from Owerri zone 
which is why we are calling 
on them to cease fire. They 
are destroying what we have 
in Imo State. They should 
leave the FUTO land alone to 
allow the university expand 
and commence its teaching 
hospital site”.

The SSANU chairman 
however expressed happiness 
that Prof. Oti had remained 
undaunted in her efforts to 
repositioning FUTO despite 
the distractions and attempt to 
derail the university.

“Our only consolation 
however is that the VC is 
a focused and committed 
administrator whose eyes are 
always on the ball.  “We call 
on the state and the federal 
governments to look into these 
issues so as to let the university 
focus on its core mandate of  
building our youths to be more 
responsible members of  the 
society”, Nwokeji said.

By Chigozie Uzosike

…National leadership of  ASUU declares award illegal

…FUTO says award followed due process

…Stop destroying your own, SSANU tells politicians 

Oti Nwokeji



Skilled technicians form major
chunk of Nigeria’s informal 
sector  - Sen. Ekwunife

News

Ebonyi PDP lauds court ruling on
dissolution of Nwaebonyi-led exco
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
Ebonyi State chapter 

has lauded the judgement 
of  the Appeal Court, Enugu 
division that affirmed the 
dissolution of  the Onyeka-
chi Nwaebonyi led execu-

tives of  the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) in the 
State.

The appellate court spe-
cifically set aside the judg-
ments of  both the High 
Court of  Ebonyi State and 
the Federal High Court 
which were in favour of  the 
Nwaebonyi leadership of  
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the party in the State.  
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Over 100 Anambra retired teachers protest 
over non-payment of pension arrears
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

R
etired teachers in 
Anambra State num-
bering over one hun-

dred on Friday took to the 

streets of  Awka protesting 
and appealling to the Willie 
Obiano led administration 
to pay them their gratuities 
owed since four years.

The retirees, in their num-
bers, carried placards with 
various inscriptions as they 
matched through Teachers 
House Road, Awka to reg-
ister their grievances.

Some of  the placards dis-
played by the retired teach-
ers included, “Obiano pay 
us our pension and gratuity 
in line with the approved 
structure,” Give us our ar-
rears of  pension,” “Obiano 
give Fidelity bank order to 
pay us the deductions you 
made from our salaries,” 
“Our gratuities are our 
rights, pay us now that we 
are alive,” and “Is it when 
we die that others will col-
lect what we worked for?”

The teachers expressed 
regret that they recently 
buried a Deputy Director, 

who died while waiting for 
the state government to pay 
her emoluments after thir-
ty-five years of  service.

Their spokesperson, Mrs. 
Victoria Maduka, who re-
tired as a Zonal Director 
in 2018 from Ogidi zone, 
claimed that many of  them, 
including those who retired 
in 2017, were yet to receive 
a dime from the government 
having served for thirty-five 
years.

Mrs. Maduka expressed 
regret that the situation had 
adversely affected her and 
other colleagues, who strug-
gled to eat, pay hospital and 
electricity bills as well as 
house rents and children’s 
school fees.

She said that it was unfor-
tunate that despite the letter 
they wrote to the govern-
ment three weeks ago, no 
response had been given to 
them as regards to what was 

From left: Dr. Ihedioha Emeka, Chief Azubuike Okwara, Hon. Sir Mbanaso Emma, Hon. Ogbenwa Casmir, Dr. Sir Levy 
Ikebuasie, Hon. Ezeanyika Maureen, Hon. Chief Ezeasoibe Valentine during OME project meeting recently.

A statement by the chair-
man of  the Party in the State, 
Hon. Tochukwu Okroafor 
Okorie  who described the 
rulling as a good omen for 
democratic growth and rule 
of  law in Nigeria said it has 
reaffirmed the unequalled 
democratic credentials of  
PDP.

He said: “The Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) Eb-
onyi State chapter happily 
felicitated with our esteemed, 
committed and courageous 
members over the ruling of 
the Appeal Court, Enugu di-
vision which has once again 
reaffirmed the unequalled 
democratic credentials of  our 

delaying their gratuities in 
the last four years.

According to Mrs. Madu-
ka, though the tenure of  
the present administration 
would end in less than one 
month, they believed their 
emoluments could still be 
paid considering the efforts 
and sacrifices they had put 
in moving the state for-
ward.

Another retiree, Mr. Ray-
mond Achebe while narrat-
ing the impact of  the long 
denial of  their monies on 
their families, appealed to 
government to consider 
their plights and pay them.

Other retirees won-
dered why teachers, who 
had helped in building the 
country, would not be paid 
after thirty-five years while 
government was always 
quick to pay politicians, 
who worked for only four 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 

or eight years.

Awka
-
-

great party, the PDP”
 “The ruling of  the appel-

late court which has sum-
marily quashed the procured 
judgements of  both the Fed-
eral High Court Abakaliki 
and the Ebonyi State High 
Court which had earlier 
stood the law on its head 
when they ruled in favour of 
the sacked former Chairman 
of  the PDP Ebonyi State 
Chapter, Mr. Onyekachi 
Nwaebonyi and his cohorts 
is a good omen for demo-
cratic growth and rule of  law 
in Nigeria”.

“The Appeal Court in 
Appeal No CA/E/03/2021 
and No:CA/E/50/2021 set 

aside the rulings of  the low-
er Courts maintaining that 
the trial judges arrogated to 
themselves and courts pow-
ers that never belonged to 
them when granted prayers 
that were clearly unconstitu-
tional”. 

“It is instructive to not that 
the Appeal Court also award -
ed a N200, 000 fine against 
Mr. Onyekachi Nwaebonyi 
for his misadventure which 
sought to bring the Nigeria 
legal system to public oppro-
brium”.

“For the PDP family in 
Ebonyi State this Appeal 
Court ruling once again 
reaffirms our already well 

known  stand that all the in-
justices and misgovernance 
unleashed on Ebonyi State 
and its good people shall 
eventually be remedied by 
our dear party as we have 
always done”.

“We thank the distin-
guished jurists of  the Ap-
peal Court for standing on 
the side of  justice, fair play 
and most importantly on 
the solid side of  the laws 
of  our land. “The PDP Eb-
onyi State chapter is more 
than ever determined on 
our avowed rescue mission 
of  Ebonyi State from all un-
democratic and anti-people 
forces”, he stated.

2023: Hope rises for
South East
…As Buhari, Jonathan,
Sambo, others grace Pius
Anyim’s birthday

ope seems to have Hr i s e n  f o r  t h e 
f o r m e r  s e n a t e 

p r e s i d e n t  a n d  2 0 2 3 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  h o p e f u l , 
Senator Pius Anyim as 
p r o m i n e n t  N i g e r i a n s 
i n c l u d i n g  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari and 
former  Pres ident ,  Dr. 
Goodluck Jonathan graced 
his birthday held at the 
International Conference 
Centre, Abuja yesterday.

P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i , 
represented by Secretary to 
the Government of  the 
Federation, Boss Mustapha 

a r r i ve d  a t  t h e  ve n u e 
accompanied by a retinue 
of  aides and associates. 
Former Senate President, 
Anyim Pius Anyim turned 
61 years old on Saturday.

D r.  Jo n a t h a n ,  t h e 
chairman of  the occasion in 
h i s  o p e n i n g  r e m a r k s, 
commended Anyim for his 
humility saying as Senate 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  l a t e r 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
F e d e r a t i o n  i n  h i s 
administration, he did well 
to serve Nigeria creditably.

It what appears an 

endorsement of  Anyim's 
2023 Presidential ambition, 
Jonathan noted that having 
done so well in previous 
public offices, “Anyim can 
do better  i f  given the 
opportunity.”

Also at the event were 
former Vice President, 
Namadi Sambo, former 
Senate President, Adolphus 
Wabara and ex-Sokoto 
state governor, Attahiru 
Bafarawa, among others.

It would be recalled that 
Anyim had earlier declared 
to run for the position of  the 
h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e 
federation.

h e  S e n a t o r Trepresenting Anambra 
Central  Senator ia l 

District, Uche Ekwunife, PhD, 
h a s  d e s c r i b e d  s k i l l e d 
technicians as important 
contributors to the Nigerian 
economy, noting that they 
should be empowered with the 
needed skills and tools to excel 
in their career.

Ekwunife said this on 
Friday during a training on use 
of  NBRRI Finished Products 
in Building Through Modern 
Masonry, Carpentry And 
P a i n t i n g  F o r  S k i l l e d 
Technic ians  he ld  a t  the 
Senator  Uche  Ekwuni fe 
Centre, Awka. 

The training which was 
part of  the federal lawmaker's 
historic 13th empowerment 
programme, was organized for 
selected artisans from across 
the wards of  Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, News Echo 
reports.

Addressing participants, 
E k w u n i f e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
economic situation in the 
country has made it imperative 
for government to invest in 
technical education. She said 
that skilled technicians form a 

major chunk of  the Nigerian 
informal sector, describing the 
sector as crucial to the growth 
and development of  any 
nation.

While commending the 
turnout of  the participants, the 
p e r f o r m i n g  l a w m a k e r 
reiterated readiness to keep 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  s i m i l a r 
empowerment programmes 
for constituents with essential 
skills which according to her 
will encourage them to make 
greater inputs in the society. 
She said that her series of  
empowerment programmes 
were targeted at empowering 
constituents to be self-reliant, 
stressing that this particular 
training programme will help 
participants utilize their skills 
more effectively.

In his remarks, the head of  
the team from the Nigerian 
Building & Road Research 
Institute (NBRRI), Daniel 
M a k a v a  c o m m e n d e d 
Ekwunife  for  g raciously 
empowering artisans across 
her zone. He admonished 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  p ay  a p t 
attention to the facilitators, 
adding that the agency will 
expose them to requisite skills.



Gunmen attack NDLEA
operatives, kill one, injure
others in Ebonyi
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  News

We didn’t cause accident that killed two
persons in Anambra - Police 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Police Command 
has denied being 

the cause of  an accident 
that happened on Friday 
along Onitsha-Owerri ex-
pressway in Ihiala, which 
claimed two lives and left 
many others wounded.

Some eyewitnesses 
who made videos of  of  
the accident scene had 
attributed it to a police 
checkpoint along the 
road.

Reacting to this on 
Saturday, the state com-
mand’s spokesperson, 
DSP Toochukwu Ikenga 
said the accusation is to-

tally false.
In a press release made 

available to Newsmen, 
Ikenga said the police 
commissioner, CP Ech-
eng Echeng has com-
miserated with families 
of  the two persons who 
died and nine others who 
were injured in the acci-
dent.

He said contrary to 
claims that a police 
checkpoint along the 
express caused the acci-
dent, the Federal Road 
Safety Commission at-
tributed the fatal crash to 
overspeeding and brake 
failure by a contain-
er-bearing trailer whose 
driver is one of  the two 
persons that died in the 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

S
uspected gunmen 
have reportedly at-
tacked a team of  Drug 

Law Enforcement Agency 
officers on duty, killing one 
and injured others along 
the Ezzamgbo axis of  the 
Enugu-Abakaliki Express 
road in Ebonyi State.

According to a reliable 
source, it said that the in-
cident happened at about 
3am Sunday morning add-
ing that the gunmen after 
carrying out the opera-
tion escaped unhurt. The 
Source further disclosed 
that the gunmen also col-
lected one riffle from the 
officers while the Patrol 
Hilux Van used in the 
checkpoint was burnt.

The source said, “On 
20th Feb. 2022, Sunday 
morning at about 300hrs 
at Drug check point along 

Enugu Abakaliki highway 
Ezzangbo, unknown gun-
men attacked Drug Law 
Enforcement Agents and 
shot two drug officers on 
duty”. 

“One officer killed while 
the other one was shot on 
the leg which fractured his 
leg. One riffle collected, 
one patrol Hilux Van burnt. 
The names of  the victims 
are not yet disclosed”. 

The way and manner the 
gunmen now attack and es-
cape in the state is becom-
ing worrisome and some-
thing needs to be done 
immediately. Things are 
getting out of  hand”, the 
source disclosed.

The attack is coming 
barely 6 days after three po-
licemen were shot dead by 
unknown gunmen at Ezillo 
axis of  the Enugu-Abakali-
ki Express road in Ishielu 
local government area of  
the state.

APGA candidate for Ngor-Okpala bye- election, Hon. Chris Nwaiwu, during their rally last week at Obike.

Ebonyi Dep Speaker alleges
plot to impeach him
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Deputy Speak-
er of  Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly, 

Chief  Obasi Odefa Obasi, 
has alleged that there was 
a move to remove him 
from office.

Obasi  who stated this at 
a press briefing said that he 
would remain in Peoples 
Democratic Party in spite 
of  ‘intimidation’ and ‘har-
assment’ to join the All 
Progressives Congress.

He noted that he was 
also aware that there are 
already some clandestine 

moves to possibly incarcer-
ate, intimidate and harass 
him, members of  his fam-
ily and political associates  
for not joining the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).

 The Lawmaker who af-
firmed his membership of  
the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) said that it 
would be an act of  ingrat-
itude to leave the PDP, 
which made him what he 
is currently as a 4th time 
member of  the state House 
of  Assembly.

 “As a lawmaker, a dem-
ocrat, and a firm believer 
in the tenets of  the rule of  
law, I am very much aware 
of  the provisions of  the 
1999 constitution of  the 
federal republic of  Nigeria 
as (amended), especially 
section 68 which clearly 
spells out the constitution-
al consequences of  a law-
maker who defects from 
the political party which 
sponsored them for elec-
tion to another political 
party.

“The constitution also 
spells out in clear terms the 
conditions that should en-
gender defection from the 
political party on whose 
platform one is elected to 
another political party.

“My party, the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
from the Ward, Local 
Government, State and at 
the National levels remain 
at peace, united and do 
not in any way present the 
avenue that could engen-
der my defection from the 
party to another political 
party.

 “I do not have any mor-
al ground or justification 
to abandon the party that 
has been so good to me. 
More so, after extensive 
consultations with my con -
stituents at different levels, 
my constituents have made 
it very clear that they re-
main loyal to the PDP and 
would want me to remain 
in the party as their repre-
sentatives.

JAMB registrar says  IPPIS unsuitable for varsity system

T
he Registrar of  the 
Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board, 

Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has said 
the Integrated Personnel Pay-
roll Information System as the 
payment platform for univer-
sity employees is unsuitable 
for the Nigerian university 
system.

The former Vice-Chancel-
lor of  the University of  Ilorin, 
who categorically stated that 
he was not a fan of  the Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  Uni-
versities, said the union had 
a point to fight for regarding 
their pay.

Oloyede said this during 
a virtual lecture titled ‘Syn-
chronising cacophony: In-
terrogating some issues of 
concepts and perception in 
the Nigerian higher education 
topology,’ held in honour of 
a former Executive Secretary 
of  the National Universities 
Commission, Professor Peter 
Okebukola, to mark his 71st 
birthday.

He said, “I am not a fan of 
the Academic Staff  Union of 
Universities, ASUU, but they 
have a point here. IPPIS is 
unsuitable for the university 
system.

unfortunate accident.
He said: “While the 

police indeed have a stop 
and search point close to 
the scene of  the accident, 
it is wrong to blame the 
Police for the unfortu-
nate incident.

“The fact that only six 
vehicles were on queue 
on a dual carriage way as 
busy as that Expressway 
is evidence that the Po-
lice has been responsible 
and sensitive to the plight 

of  the motoring public, 
ensuring minimal delay 
as it conduct  stop and 
search operations aimed 
at protecting not only 
Police facilities in the 
area from insurgents’ at-
tacks but also the general 
public who are mostly at 
the receiving end of  es-
capades by criminal ele-
ments.”

The command also 
commended the officers 
of  the FRSC for prompt-

ly rising to the occasion 
and partnering with the 
police to get injured per-
sons to the hospital and 
clearing the wreckage 
from the road to allow 
for free flow of  traffic.

The command said 
drivers of  container bear-
ing trailers union were 
mis-informed about the 
cause of  the accident, 
leading them to mobilize 
heavy trucks to the scene 
on Thursday evening to 

block the highway.
He said: “The Nigeria 

Police wished to appeal 
to the unionists to have a 
rethink in the interest of  
their fellow citizens and 
consider the plight of  
stranded travellers to re-
move the blockade from 
the highway. The Police 
will continue to explore 
peaceful means of  resolv-
ing the imbroglio to pre-
vent further loss of  pre-
cious human lives.”

“Let me cite an instance, 
when I was the VC at the 
University of  Ilorin, I went to 
Australia on an official assign-
ment and there I met a Nige-
rian with PhD in an area of 
Botany where we lacked the 
manpower.

“I spoke with the man and 
convinced him of  the need to 
work with us and he agreed. 
Immediately, I put a call to 
the Dean of  the Faculty of 
Science and told him about 
the development and that was 
how we secured the services 
of  the man. He is now a pro-
fessor in one of  the nation’s 

universities.”
In the lecture, Oloyede also 

called for moderation in the 
setting up of  universities by 
government agencies noting 
that there were institutions 
already created which could 
cater to the training of  other 
agencies.

He added that the govern-
ment should instead focus on 
the adequate funding of  the 
already existing universities in 
the country.

“Also, we must be careful of 
the number of  universities we 
are having, especially the ones 
being set up by government 
agencies and the military.
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Foreign News

Burglars steal confessions of Colombian
drug lord ‘Otoniel’

C
olombia’s Truth 
Commission was 
interviewing Dairo 
Antonio Usuga, also 

known as ‘Otoniel’, but the 
recordings of  his confessions 
are now gone. Recordings of  
confessions made by Colom-
bia’s most wanted drug king-
pin Dairo Antonio Usuga have 
been stolen, officials from the 
country’s Truth Commission 
reported on Saturday.

The theft took place on Fri-
day when a group of  uniden-
tified people broke into the 
home of  Truth Commission 
investigator Eduardo Andres 
Celis Rodriguez. The official, 
alongside with Commissioner 
Alejandro Valencia Villa, inter-
viewed and recorded the drug 
lord on Wednesday night.

“In the incident... the digital 
recorders that were used in the 
interview and a computer were 
stolen,” said a statement from 
the commission. The body is 
investigating the decades-long 
conflict between the govern-
ment and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of  Colombia 
(FARC), that ended with a 
peace agreement in 2016.

Usuga -- also known as “Oto-
niel” -- is the head of  the Clan 
del Golfo criminal gang.

He was arrested last year in 
a massive operation that in-
volved nearly 700 uniformed 
agents and 18 helicopters de-
ployed to the jungles of  north-
west Colombia.

Commission demands ‘secu-
rity’ and ‘privacy’

The theft happened just a day 
after the Truth Commission 
demanded “guarantees” that 
it would be able to continue its 
interrogation with Otoniel. Po-
lice had interrupted Otoniel’s 
hearing on Thursday, saying 
that there were concerns he 
was planning to flee. Media 
outlets also reported police of-
ficers were attending the drug 
lord’s interviews.

The Truth Commission 
called for the security of  those 
participating in the interview 
process and privacy of  the ses-
sions.

“The Commission needs to 
hear the truth from Mr. Usuga 
about facts crucial to under-
standing the dynamics of  the 
armed conflict and its persis-
tence. We want to do so with-

out intimidation,” it’s state-
ment said.

Following the theft, the Co-
lombian office of  the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights urged the the state to 
“take immediate and urgent 
steps” to protect the commis-
sion’s work.

Ethiopia starts generating power at Nile mega-dam

E
thiopia began generat-
ing electricity from its 
mega-dam on the Blue 
Nile on Sunday, a mile-

stone in the controversial mul-
ti-billion dollar project.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, 
accompanied by high-ranking 
officials, toured the power station 
and pressed a series of  buttons 
on an electronic screen, a move 
that officials said initiated pro-
duction. 

The Grand Ethiopian Renais-
sance Dam (GERD) is set to be 
the largest hydroelectric scheme 
in Africa but has been at the cen-
tre of  a dispute with downstream 
nations Egypt and Sudan ever 
since work first began in 2011. 

Abiy described Sunday’s de-
velopment as “the birth of  a new 
era”. 

“This is a good news for our 
continent & the downstream 
countries with whom we aspire 
to work together,” he said on 
Twitter. 

Addis Ababa deems the pro-
ject essential for the electrifica-
tion and development of  Africa’s 
second most populous country, 
but Cairo and Khartoum fear it 
could threaten their access to vi-
tal Nile waters. 

Abiy, wearing sunglasses and a 
khaki-coloured hat emblazoned 
with the Ethiopian flag as he 
toured the site, dismissed those 

concerns. 
“As you can see this water will 

generate energy while flowing as 
it previously flowed to Sudan and 
Egypt, unlike the rumours that 
say the Ethiopian people and gov -
ernment are damming the water 
to starve Egypt and Sudan,” he 
said as water rushed through the 
concrete colossus behind him.

But Cairo denounced Sunday’s 
start-up, with the foreign ministry 
saying Addis Ababa was “per-
sisting in its violations” of  a dec-
laration of  principles on the pro-
ject signed by the three nations in 
2015.

The $4.2-billion (3.7-billion-eu-
ro) dam is ultimately expected to 
produce more than 5,000 meg-
awatts of  electricity, more than 
doubling Ethiopia’s current out-
put.

Only one of  13 turbines is 
currently operational, with an 
installed capacity of  375 mega-
watts.

A second will come online 
within a few months, project 
manager Kifle Horo told AFP, 
adding that the dam is currently 
expected to be fully completed in 
2024.

The 145-metre (475-foot) high 
structure straddles the Blue Nile 
in the Benishangul-Gumuz re-
gion of  western Ethiopia, near 
the border with Sudan.

Egypt, which depends on the 

Dairo Antonio Usuga arrested after a joint operation by the Army, Airforce and Police.

Nile for about 97 percent of  its ir-
rigation and drinking water, sees 
the dam as an existential threat.

Sudan hopes the project will 
regulate annual flooding, but 
fears its own dams could be 
harmed without agreement on 
the GERD’s operation.

Both have long been pushing 
for a binding deal over the fill-
ing and operation of  the massive 
dam, but African Union-spon-
sored talks have failed to achieve 
a breakthrough.

William Davison, senior an-
alyst at the International Crisis 
Group, said the GERD is seen 
domestically “as a symbol of 
Ethiopia resisting external pres-
sure”.

“The government has propa-
gated the idea that foreign actors 
are trying to undermine Ethio-
pia’s sovereignty, so I think this 
will be cast as showing they are 
still making progress despite a 
hostile environment.”

Addisu Lashitew of  the Brook-
ings Institution in Washington 
added that the GERD’s com-
missioning was a “rare positive 
development that can unite a 
deeply fractured country” after 
15 months of  brutal conflict with 
Tigrayan rebels.

“The newly-generated electric-
ity from the GERD could help 
revive an economy that has been 
devastated by the combined forc-

 Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed cuts a ribbon to mark the 
commissioning of the dam.

“The Commission has a fun-
damental role in satisfying the 
rights of  the victims, in particu-
lar the right to the truth, which 
is why its autonomy and inde-
pendence is indispensable,” the 
UN office said.

The government of  President 
Ivan Duque has signaled that 

Usuga would soon be extradit-
ed soon to the US, where he is 
wanted on charges of  drug traf-
ficking..

In Colombia, the drug lord 
has been convicted on several 
other crimes, including homi-
cide, terrorism, recruitment of 
minors and kidnapping. 

es of  a deadly war, rising fuel 
prices and the Covid-19 pandem-
ic,” he said.

- Project delays -
The dam was initiated under 

former prime minister Meles Ze-
nawi, the Tigrayan leader who 
ruled Ethiopia for more than two 
decades until his death in 2012. 

Civil servants contributed one 
month’s salary towards the pro-
ject in the year of  the project 
launch, and the government has 
since issued dam bonds targeting 
Ethiopians at home and abroad. 

But officials on Sunday credit-
ed Abiy with reviving the dam af -
ter what they claim was misman-
agement delayed its progress.

“Our country has lost so much 
because the dam was delayed, 

especially financially,” project 
manager Kifle said at the launch 
ceremony. 

The process of  filling the 
GERD’s vast reservoir began in 
2020, with Ethiopia announcing 
in July of  that year it had hit its 
target of  4.9 billion cubic metres.

The reservoir’s total capacity is 
74 billion cubic metres, and the 
target for 2021 was to add 13.5 
billion. 

Last July Ethiopia said it had 
hit that target, meaning there was 
enough water to begin producing 
energy, although some experts 
had cast doubt on the claims.

Kifle declined to reveal how 
much water was collected last 
year or what the target is for the 
coming rainy season.



Cr   me Watch

peratives of  the 

ONational Drug 
L a w  

Enforcement Agency 
have foiled an attempt by 
a syndicate to steal not 
less than N2.7 billion 
from the Nigerian by 
pushing into circulation 
fake $4.7 million cash. 

The operatives had in 
the early hours of  Friday, 
Fe b r u a r y  1 8  2 0 2 2  
i n t e r c e p t e d  a  
consignment sent from 
Lagos to Abuja at the 
Abaji area of  the Federal 
Capital Territory. 

A statement by the 
NDLEA Director of  
Media and Advocacy, 
Femi  Babafemi ,  on  
Sunday, said a controlled 
delivery of  the parcelled 
counterfeit totaling $4, 
760, 000.00 led to the 
arrest of  a principal 
suspect ,  52-year-old 

 t r uck  dr iver 

Ac o n v e y i n g  a 
container to a 

destination has crushed 
two vehicles around the 
Arepo-Magboro end of  
t h e  L a g o s - I b a d a n 
Expressway, Ogun State. 

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
accident, the state Sector 
Commander, Federal 
Road  Sa fe ty  Cor ps, 
Ahmed Umar, said the 
nine persons involved in 
the accident escaped 
unhurt. 

He added that the 
truck driver was driving 
on top speed when he 
suddenly ran into the two 
vehicles whose drivers 
were attempting to link 
the expressway. 

U m a r  s a i d , 
“Nobody died, nobody 
injured. Nine people 
including eight men and 
o n e  w o m a n  w e r e 
involved in the accident. 
The crash involves three 
vehicles including two 
Toyota vehicles and one 

container truck.
“The truck driver 

was on excess speed but 
as he approached the 
narrowed section of  the 
expre s sway,  he  lo s t 
control of  the vehicle and 
crashed into the two 
Toyota vehicles that 
w a n t e d  t o  l i n k  t h e 
expressway.

“Our personnel are 
working with the police 
and Julius Berger officials 
to clear the road.” 

D i a z e p a m ,  a n d  
Pentazocine in ject ion 
ampules. 

Before her latest arrest 
on Thursday, February 17 
the nursing mother had 
been arrested and granted 
bail on 24th January 2022 
for dealing in similar drugs. 

Also, the NDLEA 
officers have arrested two 
drug dealers: Sani Isa (aka 
Bilaz) and Bala Yerima in 

 29-year-old tank 

Ainstaller/mainta
i n e r ,  s i m p l y 

identified as Ahmed was, 
o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d , 
recovered dead from a 

petrol tank at a popular 
filling station in Ilorin, 
capital of  Kwara State.

The tragic incident 
occurred last night at 
about 19:25hrs.

T h e 
v i c t i m 
came from 
I b a d a n , 
Oyo State, 
w i t h  h i s 
boss for the 
job.

W h i l e 
they were 
performing 
t h e 
maintenan
c e  w o r k 
inside the 
petrol tank 
at the filling 
station, he 
s u d d e n l y 
g o t 
suffocated 
a n d 

eventually died in the 
tank, according to the 
spokesman of  the State 
Fire Service, Hassan 
Adekunle, in Ilorin, on 
Sunday.

He said firemen were, 
however, able to evacuate 
the body from the tank 
and handed his remains 
over to his boss, Mr 
Abdulbasit Oladimeji.

Repor ts  said late 
Ahmed did not put on the 
necessary safety gear 
before embarking on the 
work.

D i r e c t o r,  Kwa r a 
State Fire Service, Prince 
Falade John Olumuyiwa, 
urged the general public 
t o  b e  m o r e  s a f e t y 
conscious, particularly 
the workers, to always 
endeavor to use safety 
equipment at all time.

A b d u l m u m i n i  
Maikasuwa. 

The seizure followed 
intelligence received by 
the FCT Command of  the 
agency detailing the 
movement of  the cash 
and the vehicle conveying 
it.

T h e  
C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohammed 
Buba Marwa (retd.), has 
directed that both the cash 
and the suspect in custody 
be transferred to the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission, for 
further investigation. 

Meanwhile, in Kwara 
state, barely three weeks 
after a nursing mother, 
Mrs. Rashidat Adebayo, 
3 8 ,  w a s  g r a n t e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  b a i l  
following her arrest for 
dealing in illicit drugs, 

Hong, Adamawa state with 
239 blocks of  cannabis 
sativa weighing 209kg, just 
as operatives of  the Bauchi 
s ta te  Command have  
intercepted a truck marked 
FFF 422 XB coming from 
Lagos to Maiduguri, at 
Azare, Bauchi. 

A total of  164.8kg of  
cannabis sativa concealed 
in peak milk cartons was 
recovered from the truck. 

operatives have again 
arrested her in Offa with 
assorted drugs such as 
T r a m a d o l ,  S w i n o l ,  

Marwa commended 
the officers and men of  the 
FCT Command for their 
vigilance and preventing 
counterfeit $4.7 million 
from going into the streets. 

He charged them and 
their counterparts in 
A d a m a w a ,  K w a r a ,  
Bauchi, and others across 
the country not to rest on 
their oars. 
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NDLEA intercepts
counterfeit $4.7
million cash in
Abuja

Victims rescued as truck crushes
vehicles on Lagos-Ibadan Expressway

Tank technician recovered dead from
petrol tank 

The submerged truckThe submerged truckThe submerged truck



he Coalition of  TC o n c e r n e d  
Northern Forum 

(CCNF) has called on the 
NNPC's Group Managing 
Director, Mallam Mele 
Kolo Kyari and Engr. 
Farouk Ahmed, the Chief  
Execut ive  Of f i ce r  o f  
Nigeria Midstream and 
Downstream Petroleum 
Regulator y  Author i ty  
(MDPRA) to tender their 
resignation within 72 hours 
over the persistent fuel 
scarcity in the country.

T h e  g r o u p  a l s o  
demanded that the NNPC 
management should make 
p u b l i c  g e n u i n e  a n d  
comprehensive names of  
those involved in the 
c u r r e n t  s c a r c i t y  o f  
petroleum products all over 
the country.

A statement jointly 
issued by the group's 
c h a i r m a n  a n d  t h e  
s p o k e s m a n ,  M a l l a m  
I b r a h i m  B a t u r e  a n d  
Comrade Abdulsa lam 
M o h ' d  K a z e e m ,  
respectively, noted that, “if  
our demands are not met in 
the next three (3) working 
days, we shall occupy all 
NNPC zonal offices and its 
subsidiaries across our 
region and the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT).”

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
explained that it was not 
just a mere threat, adding 
that its members would 
follow up with full action 
after the expiration of  their 
ultimatum and will serve as 

It lamented that the 
NNPC tried severally to 
cover up the importation of  
the fake fuel and what it 
c a l l e d  “ t h e i r  g r o s s  
incompetency”, saying that 
they all witnessed how those 
they  a l l eged  to  have  
imported the product with 
high Methanol qualities 
a b ove  t h e i r  r e q u i r e d  
standards came up with 
superior point and position 

litmus test on the part of  
government on their fight 
against corruption and 
indiscipline.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
statement, “The mistake 
made by NNPC under the 
current management has 
caused us a lot as a nation; 
for instance, they claimed it 
will cost our nation over 
N200 billion to mop up and 
sanitize the adulterated fuel 

op industry giants Tand icons showed 
class at the weekend 

following their induction as 
a m b a s s a d o r s  o f  t h e 
M a r k e t i n g  E d g e 
prestigious Hall of  Fame.

The event, which held 
in Lagos, had in attendance 
m a j o r  p l aye r s  i n  t h e 
organised private sector as 
well as public service.

he Chief  Executive TO f f i c e r ,  A b s a 
N i g e r i a ,  S a d i q 

Abu, has said the nation's 
5G policy will fast track the 
g rowth  o f  i t s  d ig i t a l 
economy. 

According to him, 
technology is a key driver 
o f  i n n ova t i o n  w h i c h 
heralds changes that fosters 
improved standard of  
living on a larger scale. He 

added that the introduction 
of  5G technology is poised 
t o  c h a n g e  s e c t o r a l 
operations, create new jobs 
in the digital space as well 
as impact operations across 
every sector. 

In a statement, he was 
quoted as saying, “The race 
to keep pace with the rest 
of  the globe demands 
urgent policy actions. 
Therefore, the launch of  

the national policy on 5G 
networks is laudable as it 
provides a fitting platform 
to drive the rollout of  the 
5G network on a national 
scale. 

“Of  course, this policy 
e f f o r t  w i l l  m a k e  a 
difference in how sectors 
such as education, retail, 
health, manufacturing, and 
banking sectors are run 
with great implications on 

productivity, job creation, 
and revenue levels across 
sectors.

“Absa as a growth 
partner will leverage its 
global experience and 
robust investment network 
in the sector and beyond to 
s u p p o r t  i nve s t o r s  i n 
m a x i m i s i n g  m a r k e t 
opportunities with the 
potential to drive growth in 
the economy.” 

A total of  19 corporate 
leaders including Prof. Pat 
U t o m i  o f  t h e  L a g o s 
Bus ines s  Schoo l ,  Dr. 
B i o d u n  S h o b a n j o , 
Chairman, Chairman of  
Troyka Holdings, Sir Steve 
Omojafor, Chairman, STB-
M c C a n n ,  D r . L e k a n 
Fadolapo, Registrar/CEO, 
Advertising Practitioners 
C o u n c i l  o f  N i g e r i a 

(APCON), were amongst 
the A-List of  eminent 
inductees.

Others also enlisted on 
the premier edition of  the 
Hall  of  Fame include 
p e r s o n a g e s  l i k e 
Dr.Akinade Ogunbiyi, Mr 
Udeme Ufot, Mrs Iquo 
Ukoh, Mr George Thorpe, 
Mr Steve Babaeko, Mr 
Lanre Adusa ,Mr Ayo 
Oluwatosin, Mr Emeka 
Okeke, Mr Rotimi Bankole 
,Mr Felix King, Mr Tunji 

A d e y i n k a , M r  D o z i e 
Mbanefo, Alhaji Bello 
Garba Kankarofi.

The event with the 
theme, 'Leadership and 
Greatness' was thrown with 
a keynote speech by Prof. 
Utomi who spoke on the 
d i a l e c t i c s  o f  n a t i o n -
bu i ld ing  a s  he  u rge d 
corporate leaders o lead by 
examples.

Justifying the need for 
the awards, the organisers 
led by Mr. John Ajayi 

emphasised the need for the 
society to recognise leaders 
who have shown grit, good 
virtue and excelled in the 
area of  good corporate 
governance.

According to him, 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  a n 
environment as complex as 
Nigeria and still excel is no 
mean feat considering the 
cha l l enges  tha t  bese t 
businesses in Africa's most 
populous black nation 
across the globe.

T h e  p r e s t i g i o u s 
awards,  wh ich  i s  the 
maiden edition, Ajayi said, 
would be an annual event to 
extol the good works of  
corporate leaders in order 
to encourage them to do 
more.

Speakers after speakers 
including some of  the 
awardees thanked the 
o r g a n i s e r s  f o r  b e i n g 
recognised even as they 
assured that the awards 
would spur to do more in 
their chosen areas of  work.

and at the same time, we 
don't have enough facilities, 
so they will have to evacuate 
the bad products first before 
we can have access to the 
new products.

“As at today, the said 
products have already 
d a m a g e d  m a n y  
automobiles, generators, 
machines and other sundry 
equipment of  citizenry 
nationwide.”

to vindicate their companies 
and maintained that they 
knew nothing about it

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
explained that NNPC 
should bury their head in 
shame and stop chasing 
shadows and be patriotic in 
t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  
Nigerians.

It noted that NNPC's 
quality inspection unit 
which comprises of  GMO, 

SGS, Geochem and G&G 
did not conduct any test 
before the said products 
were discharged.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
explained that with the 
importation of  the fake fuel, 
the NNPC had dragged the 
country backward due to 
what it called “its deliberate 
errors”.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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An average Nigerian street harbouring businessesAn average Nigerian street harbouring businessesAn average Nigerian street harbouring businesses

Fuel scarcity: Group gives NNPC GMD, Kyari 72 hours to resign

Utomi, Shobanjo, Omojafor, others enter prestigious
Hall of Fame

Technology, key driver of innovation – Expert

People, vehicles on long queuesPeople, vehicles on long queuesPeople, vehicles on long queues
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SUU on February 14, 2022 had announced the commencement of a one month rolling and comprehensive strike after its National 

AExecutive Council meeting held at the University of Lagos, Akoka. The Union had blamed the Federal Government for constantly 
failing to honour some of the lingering demands such as payment of revitalization funds for universities, payment of earned 

allowances for university lecturers, deployment of the UTAS payment system for University lecturers. The Minister of Labour and 
Employment, Chris Ngige, last Wednesday stated that the ongoing strike by the Academic Staff Union of Universities was a “leave” 
following the failure of the union to notify his ministry before embarking strike. The Minister of Education, Adamu Adamu, in an interview 
with State House correspondents after the Federal Executive Council meeting in Abuja said the demands of the union were being 
renegotiated. He said he was therefore surprised when he learnt about the strike, adding that the industrial action was not government's fault. 
But the President of ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel Osodeke, faulted Adamu, insisting that the union visited the minister on Thursday last week 
and told him what would likely happen. According to him, the minister did not mention the issue of negotiations when the union visited him.

 am sure you know NIREC which is headed by the sultan and the CAN president. I Iam sure you also remember that the President mandated his Chief  of  Staff, the 
ministry of  labour and the ministry of  education to find a way to make sure that we 

resolve the issues with ASUU. “Now, National Inter-religious Council (NIREC) met 
with ASUU twice and they discussed some of  these issues. The leadership of  ASUU 
said they would go back and meet with their NEC. We were waiting for them to come 
back and then we heard they were going on strike. “ASUU failed to get back to us and 
proceeded on strike without sending notifications. They just gave themselves a leave. If  
you want to go on strike, you should at least inform us officially by giving us notification 
but they refused to. “You cannot just go on strike like that, it is illegal. So, they are just on 
leave. We will work with them and they will call off  the strike.”  “ASUU, unfortunately, 
has gone on strike and I am looking for their leaders because all the issues are being 
addressed. “The last thing that happened was that our committee looked at their 
demands but there are renegotiations going on. They submitted a draft agreement 
which the ministry is looking at.” “A committee is looking at it. Immediately it finishes, 
the government is meant to announce what it had accepted. Then suddenly, I heard 
them going on strike.” “ASUU will never say that. I always summon the meeting myself. 
The meetings I didn't attend were those that happened when I was in hospital in 
Germany. “ASUU went on strike in February 2020, saying their members should not be 
enrolled on IPPIS at all even when UTAS was not ready but that they should continue 
receiving their salaries and some allowances via the obnoxious cash system or the 
abolished recurrent GIFMIS system through which the Federal Government incurred a 
loss of  about N750bn annually paid to ghost workers and other fraudulent financial 
sharp practices. “It is pertinent to note that no employee is allowed to dictate to an 
employer the mode of  payment in his organisation in line with the ILO principles at 
work, provided the wage/compensation is paid as and when due. ASUU should go 
back to their employers for negotiations; they will call the strike off.

e were with Adamu Adamu on Thursday (February 10).  Why will he be 

Wsaying he was looking for us? We went to his personal house to tell him 
about our meeting, and we told him what was likely going to happen so 

why is he saying he is looking for us? Ask him whether we were with him on Thursday. 
“He didn't tell us anything about renegotiation. If  we were with him on Thursday, and 
we took decision on Sunday, is it not two day difference but nothing from them.”  “We 
have 30 days and whatever they want to do, we are waiting for them. They don't have 
to wait for 30 days, they can solve it in one day or two days. What is he saying about 
renegotiation? How can one person be saying they are renegotiating without the 
second party? Is renegotiation not between two people?” “NEC resolved to embark 
on the four-week roll-over total and comprehensive strike as the government has failed 
to implement the Memorandum of  Action it signed with the ASUU in December 
2020. “We invite all lovers of  education to join our struggle for a greater Nigeria. 
Nigerian politicians keep proliferating educational institutions without prioritizing 
education. “Lecturers are recruited from every part of  the world, not from a particular 
country. We have thousands of  Nigerian lecturers across the world. You go to Benin 
Republic, go to South Africa, go to the United Kingdom; you have Nigerians teaching 
in all these countries. “But because of  our poor remuneration, nobody is coming to 
teach in Nigeria. That is the deficit; while some people are going out to teach outside, 
nobody is coming in to teach here because of  the poor remuneration. “A professor is 
earning about $700 a month in Nigeria; would he leave the UK where he is earning 
between £8,000 to £10,000 to come and teach in Nigeria? Would he leave Ghana 
where he earns between $2,000 and $3,000 to come and teach in Nigeria? No! That is 
the deficit.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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FG, ASUU in festival
of self-sanctity

30 days warning strike:

ASUU on leave – Ngige;
I'm looking for ASUU
leaders - Adamu

Would a Nigerian professor leave
Ghana where he earns $3,000 for
Nigeria to earn $700?  - ASUU

OsodekeOsodekeOsodeke

NgigeNgigeNgige
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Okocha, Drogba and 
Eto'o will be involved in the 
n e x t  p h a s e  o f  t h e 
celebration period for the 
African champions, who 

won the 2021 AFCON in 
Cameroon after beating 
Egypt  in the f inal  on 
February 6.

The trio are among a 

host of  African football 
legends expected in Dakar, 
Senegal, on Tuesday for the 
inauguration ceremony of  
the newly constructed 
Senegal National Stadium.

The construction of  
the Diamniadio Olympic 
Stadium began in February 
2020  and  was  f ina l ly 
completed late 2021.

The 50,000 capacity 
multi-sports complex will 
host the Summer Youth 
Olympics in 2026.

Speaking at a press 
conference on Saturday, 
Senegal's Sports Minister 

Matar B, disclosed that the 
country is ready to host 
several African legends, 
including Okocha, Drogba 
Eto'o among others.

“There will be a match 
between the former glories 
o f  S e n e g a l ,  o f  a l l 
generations, and African 
stars,” Bâ said.

“ T h e r e  w i l l  b e 
Okocha, Drogba, (Patrick) 
Mboma, Samuel Eto'o and 
so many others. Of  course, 
the (AFCON) trophy will 
b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e 
Senegalese people.”

enegal have invited 

Sformer Paris Saint-
Germain midfielder, 

Austin Okocha, ex-Chelsea 
stars, Didier Drogba and 

nyimba continued Etheir dismal form in 
t h e  N i g e r i a 

Pro fes s iona l  Footba l l 
League as they were held to 
a 1-1 by struggling MFM at 
the weekend.

The Finidi George's 
men created numerous 
scoring opportunities, but 
were let down by wayward 
finish from the forwards 
and superb performance 
from MFM's goalkeeper 
Isaac Jerry.

The Aba Elephants 
had 16 attempts on goals — 
of  which 8 were on target, 
while MFM had 4 attempts 
and hit the target twice.

The  l a s t  t ime  the 
Church Boys picked a point 
in Aba was in 2016 and 
Enyimba have dropped 7 
points at home this season 
in the NPFL.

Victor Mbaoma scored 
Enyimba's only goal of  the 
game in the 7th minute. 
Emeka Obioma receives a 
long pass from goalkeeper 
Ojo Olorunleke , dribbles 
his marker before making a 
through pass to Victor 
Mbaoma who finished the 
move for the opener.

The  lead  however 
lasted for five minutes as the 
visitors hit back. Chukwudi 
Ekeocha ran onto a through 
ball and beat his marker, 
before slotting the ball 
b e t w e e n  t h e  l e g s  o f  
onrushing goalkeeper Ojo 
Olorunleke.

E n y i m b a  a l m o s t 

regain their lead in the 20th 
minute, but Finidi watched 
in agony as Obioma's volley 
from close range struck the 
frame of  the goal.

Another chance fell to 
V i c t o r  M b a o m a  t e n 
m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  b u t 
sumptuous header crashed 
against the post — with 

rystal Palace are 

Cpreparing to cash 
i n  o n  Wi l f r i e d 

Zaha this summer.
Wi th  h i s  cont rac t 

running to 2023 and the 
Ivory Coast international 
showing no willingness to 
consider new terms, he is 

set to force the board's 
hand.

Reports in England 
says Palace fear Zaha 
intends to run down his 
contract leave as a free 
agent next year.

Palace are eager to 
renew the 29-year-old's 

deal, but could sell him this 
summer should the stand-
off  remain.

Zaha has scored six 
goals and provided one 
assist in 19 Premier League 
appearances this season.

Isaac Jerry beaten.
In the second half, 

Enyimba did everything 
humanly possible to win the 
game, but Isaac Jerry was 
the man who stood between 
them and the three points.

The MFM goalkeeper 
pulled off  a terrific saves to 
deny Victor Mbaoma in the 

65th and 79th minute 
respectively.

With nine minutes left 
to play. Isaac Jerry pulled 
off  another vital save — 
punching out a pin point 
h e a d e r  f r o m  G o dw i n 
Emmanuel.

S a mu e l  E t o ' o  a m o n g 
others, for national stadium 
inauguration and 2021 
A F C O N  t r o p h y 
presentation.
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Senegal to host Okocha, Eto'o, Drogba after AFCON triumph

NPFL: Under Pressure Finidi George regrets
Enyimba's draw against MFM

Transfer window: Crystal Palace
prepared to cash in on Zaha

Doping: Okagbare's
career possibly over,
says Olympic gold
medalist, Ajunwa

i g e r i a ' s  f i r s t 

Nf e m a l e  g o l d 
medalist at the 

1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
Chioma Ajunwa-Opara, 
has called on athletes to 
stop cutting corners, but 
rather face the reality of  
intense competition for 
world titles. 

Ajunwa-Opara gave 
this advice in an interview 
in Lagos. 

She was speaking on 
the heels of  the recent 10-
year ban of  Nigeria's queen 
of  the track, Blessing 
O k a g b a r e,  b y  Wo r l d 
Athletics. 

According to reports, 
the Athletics Integrity Unit 
handed a 10-year ban for 
dop ing  v io la t ions  by 
Nigeria's 2008 long jump 
silver medallist, Blessing 
Okagbare.

O k a g b a r e ,  w a s 
initially expelled from the 
women's 100m semi-finals 
after testing positive for 
human growth hormone at 
an out-of-competition test 
in Slovakia on July 19, at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

Ajunwa-Opara, the 
first black African woman 
to win an Olympic gold 
medal in a field event, who 
had suffered a similar fate, 
u r g e d  f o r  m o r e 
sensitisation and support 
f r o m  t h e  A t h l e t i c s 
Federation of  Nigeria. 

“ T h e  b a n  w i l l 
definitely affect her career, 
m ay b e  h e r  c a r e e r  i n 
athletics is over. I believe 
AFN can give her the 
support she needed. 

“For Okagbare, who 
lives in the U.S., she should 

not be caught in this web, 
because it is believed that 
she has all the information 
she needed, and was more 
exposed.

“Okagbare should 
have a better knowledge 
t h a n  t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n 
Nigeria; besides this, we 
have something to do here 
at home and not pass the 
whole blame,” she said. 

Ajunwa-Opara said 
since her own experience 
o n  d o p i n g ,  s h e  h a d 
established a foundation 
that  gives advice and 
sensitisation on doping. 

“Personally, I have set 
u p  a  f o u n d a t i o n 
c a m p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t 
doping, the foundation is 
to educate the people and 
to believe in themselves. 
Our athletes should take 
their minds away from 
d o p i n g  a n d  c u t t i n g 
corners. 

“I also believe that 
World Athletics is part of  
this problem by dumping 
the earlier arrangements on 
paying the athletes, during 
the Grand Prix where all 
the athletes are paid. 

“The arrangement 
now is that World Athletics 
only pays the top three 
runners, instead of  paying 
the athletes in all their 
categories,  which are 
category A, B, and C. 

“The competition is 
now keen to emerge as top 
three in the whole world. 
This is an area of  concern, 
World Athletics should 
revert to the old system of  
paying all the participants 
to encourage all athletes,” 
she said.

Eto’oEto’oEto’o

ZahaZahaZaha

DrogbaDrogbaDrogba OkochaOkochaOkocha
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Siegrist produced a brilliant 
save to deny the midfielder's 
near-post header.

With a point separating 
Rangers and bitter rivals 
Celtic, who host Dundee 
later in the day, a loss would 
seriously dent the Gers' title 
hopes.

But in the 75th minute, 
Aribo came to the rescue 
with a fine equaliser made in 
Nigeria.

Compatr iot  Calvin 
Bassey,  playing at  lef t 
fullback, showed great 
determination to catch the 
ball before it crossed the 
byline, and the defender sent 
a low cross to Joe Aribo. The 
former Charlton Athletic 
man held off  his marker 
before driving a powerful 
side-foot shot into the roof  
of  the net off  the fingertips 
of  Siegrist.

Hard as Rangers tried, 
though, they could not find 
a late winner that would 
have taken them top of  the 
Premiership and two points 
above Celtic.

a p t a i n  A s i s a t 

COshoala is likely 
to be excluded 

from Super Falcons' trip to 
Ivory Coast ahead of  
A f r i c a n  W o m e n ' s 
Championship second leg 
qualifiers.

The Barcelona player 

elechi Nwakali Kh a s  b e e n 
suspended by 

S p a n i s h  S e g u n d a 
Division club SD Huesca 
after he reported back to 
the club late from the 
recent Africa Cup of  

Nations in Cameroon.
T h e  N i g e r i a n 

midfielder made three 
appearances  fo r  the 
Eagles who crashed out 
of  the AFCON in the 
round of  16 after a 1-0 
defeat to Tunisia.

He rejoined his club 
10 days late and offered 
“incredible stories” for 
his lateness a statement 
on  the  c lub  webs i te 
revealed.

The midfielder, who 
has captained both the 
Flying Eagles and Golden 
Eaglets, has been fined 
and suspended for 10 
days without pay.

Nwakali's contract 
with Huesca will run out 
this summer and he could 
walk away a free agent.

Nwakali has so far 
made 18 appearances 
with two assists.

missed the first leg in 
Abuja on Friday, due to a 
s u s p e c t e d  p e r s o n a l 
problem.

The striker sparked 
reactions on social media, 
following her disturbing 
tweet hours to the clash 
against Ivory Coast.

In the now-deleted 
tweet, Oshoala wrote: 
“Life is just unfair… I'm 
tired of  trying”.

However, close source 
has now revealed that, the 
s t r iker  might  not  be 
included in the traveling 

party to Abidjan for the 
s e c o n d  l e g  o f  t h e 
encounter.

The Randy Waldrum 
girls won the first meeting 
2 - 0  a t  t h e  M o s h o o d 
Abiola Stadium, thanks to 
a brace from Ifeoma 
Onumonu.

uper Eagles midfielder 

SJ o e  A r i b o  g o t 
Glasgow Rangers ' 

only goal,  supplied by 
international teammate 
Calvin Bassey, in their 1-1 
draw at Dundee United on 
Sunday.

Aribo had been the 
Blues' best performer this 
campaign adding six goals 
and four assists in his 
p r e v i o u s  2 4  l e a g u e 
appearances to a long string 
of  excellent performance
A n d  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
international notched his 
first assist in the Europa 
L e a g u e  t h i s  t e r m  o n 
Thursday to help Rangers 
claim a 4-2 win away to 
Borussia Dortmund, which 
is undoubtedly one of  the 
most outstanding results in 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited survived 
a stirring Leeds 

United comeback at an 
emotional Elland Road to 
put themselves back in the 
Premier League's top four 
with a crucial 4-2  victory.

In the first game in 
front of  fans between the 
two old rivals at Elland 
Road since October 2003, 
they produced a fitting 
spectacle played out in a 
deluge and a predictably 
thunderous atmosphere.

Manchester United 
were in complete control at 
the break after captain 
Harry Maguire headed in 
Luke Shaw's corner, and 
Bruno Fernandes did the 
same from Jadon Sancho's 
cross right on half-time.

L e e d s ,  h o w e v e r , 
mounted a superb revival 

and were level with two 
goals inside a minute as 
Rodrigo's 53rd-minute 
cross drifted in behind 
keeper David de Gea, then 
substitute Raphinha sent 
Elland Road into raptures 
when he slid home a cross 
from Daniel James.

Manchester United 
ga the red  themse lves, 
manager Ralf  Rangnick 
made changes, and two of  
his substitutes produced 
the rewards as Fred drove 
in at Illan Meslier's near 
post following more good 
work by Sancho with 20 
minutes left – although 
Anthony  E langa  was 
struck by objects thrown 
from the crowd amid the 
c e l e b r a t i o n s  b e f o r e 
recovering to all but seal 
United's win with a fourth 
goal.

the club's history.
But Dundee United 

cared l i t t le  about  that 
h i s t o r i c  G e r s  w i n  i n 
Germany. And the home 
side stunned the reigning 
champions with the opening 
goal of  the afternoon when 
y o u n g  d e f e n d e r  Ro s s 
G r a h a m ,  o n  h i s  2 1 s t 
birthday, rose to head home 
from a corner kick just 
seconds shy of  the half-hour 
mark.

G i o v a n n i  v a n 
B r o n c k h o r s t ' s  m e n 
responded well but could 
not find a way past a defence 
that had kept a clean sheet in 
each of  their last four games.
Aribo nearly got Rangers 
back on levelled terms 
shortly after the break, but 
g o a l k e e p e r  B e n j a m i n 

Monday 21 - Tuesday 22, February, 2022   

Scottish League: Super Eagles duo
rescue Rangers against Dundee Utd

EPL: Man Utd survive
Leeds comeback to
bounce back

AWC: Oshoala may miss Nigeria's clash with
Lady Elephants in Abidjan

Nwakali suspended by
Huesca

OshoalaOshoalaOshoala

Elanga, FredElanga, FredElanga, Fred

Aribo, BasseyAribo, BasseyAribo, Bassey

NwakaliNwakaliNwakali



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Chigozie	Uzosike,	08137914644

Pg. 16

Pg. 15

N200 EISSN: 2736-0548 MONDAY 21 – TUESDAY 22, FEBRUARY 2022    VOL. 3  NO. 20

Tide of Times With Bright C. J Okereke
Email:- 
Phone: 07030586457

ince 2003, Ndigbo have 

Sbeen making a song of  
taking the Presidency of  

the country, hanging their 
hope on fractured proposition. 
Like a mirage, it has been 
eluding them, much to their 
chagrin. Ditto 2007, 2011, 
2015, 2019 and now 2023.

Many factors are known to 
be contributing to their failure 
inspiite of  the availability of  
enormous wealth and human 
resources in the South-East. 

The human resources 
o b v i o u s l y  p a l e s  i n t o 
i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d 
worthlessness if  conflict of  
interest from aspirants of  same 
divide cannot be peaceful and 
harmoniously subsumed into 
one voice especially now that 
the 2023 general election 
draws near with aspirants of  
all hues begin to strut the 
electoral turf, making wild 
p r o m i s e s  a n d  a c t i v e l y 
struggling to run down their 
co-ethnic aspirants.

Though providence played 
a smart and significant role in 
the emergence of  Goodluck 
Jonathan, an Ijaw man from 
the minority tribe in the then 
E a s t e r n  N i g e r i a ,  a s  a n 
executive president ahead of  
of  the Igbo, a larger and major 
tribal group in 2008 yet it was 
c l ea r  tha t  a  s t rong  and 
p o w e r f u l  p o l i t i c a l 
arrangement and game plan 
super-headed by the former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo, 
gave rise to development. 

Another factor is  the 
phobia with which Ndigbo by 
their neighbours in the tripodal 
structure of  the Nigerian 
Federation. That phobia is 
unwittingly premised on the 
wrong and negative notion 
t h a t  i g b o s  a r e  b a d , 
domineering and have potency 
and capacity of  holding grip to 
power  per manent ly,  not 
minding, they have been on it 
for over five (5) decades now. 
These phobiests attributes to 
Ndigbo,  a  compound of  
f a l s e h o o d ,  d u b i e t y  a n d 

But very unfortunately, 
most Igbos do not know this 
but the recent abuse on Ndigbo 
by Rev Father James Anelu, 
from Edo State on Ndigbo 
during a divine church service 
comfirms the magnitude of  
hatred other tribal groups 
within this unholy Federation 
harbour for Ndigbo.

as they desire. Haba!
The other factor that is 

mitigating against the political 
progress leading to the clinching 
of  Presidency is the somewhat 
taciturnity of  Ohaneze Ndigbo,  
the umbrella of  Ndiigbo whose 
leadership has done incalculable 
damage to the political hope and 
aspiration of  Ndigbo. Most 
t imes,  the  a re  po l i t i ca l ly 
pauperised with trivialities like 
money and petty appointments 
that cause them speak from both 
side of  their during political 
periods requiring them to speak 
with one voice and insist on a 
point, like their counterparts of  
Hausa's Arewa Consultative 
A s s e m b l y  a n d  Yo r u b a ' s 
Afenifere or O'dua Peoples 
Congress. 

Frankly, Ohaneze Ndigbo 
flounders between a socio-
cultural organisation and a 
quasi-political organisation 
except the present leadership will 
change the narrative though 
proofs are yet to be seen because 
the search for  a  Nigerian 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  S o u t h - E a s t 
extraction is far beyond verbal 
rhetorical.

stunningly banality using all 
the arsenal's within their 
power including the media to 
malign Ndigbo.

C o m m e n d a b l e 
achievements made by Ndigbo 
are not eulogiesed as they do to 
heroes and heroine, instead, 
they are treated with contempt 
and rudeness.

As an acclaimed priest of  
God who should have been a 
clear sample of  Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ whom he claims 
to profess but Anelu, lost his 
spiritual cloak, threw caution 
to the wind in a divine service 
at the Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church, Enu-Owa, Ikorodu in 
the Catholic Archidiocese of  
Lagos, descended on Ndigbo 
with an outright ban on Igbo 
songs followed by unsavoury  
remarks and vituperations that 
are in total contrast with the 
typical life of  Ndigbo. 

Ve r y  u n f o r t u n a t e l y, 
Reverend Father James Anelu, 
is just one, out of  the lot who 
are harbouring unprovoked 
hatred for Ndigbo.

T h i s  g r o u p  o f  I g b o 
phobiests do not see any thing 
good and progressive in 
Ndigbo even when they are the 
author and the brewers of  the 
national economy which the 
Labour phobiests control and 
share today.

Banditry, headers war and 
terrorism is progressing at an 
alarming rate in their divide 
yet they are qualified and good 
enough rule Nigeria for as long 

Refocusing Ndigbo towards 2023 presidency

Another factor is the phobia with 
which Ndigbo by their neighbours in 

the tripodal structure of  the 
Nigerian Federation. That phobia is 
unwittingly premised on the wrong 
and negative notion that igbos are 

bad, domineering and have potency 
and capacity of  holding grip to 

power permanently, not minding, 
they have been on it for over five (5) 

decades now. 
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