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CITN advocates mutual relationship 
with tax administrators
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Chartered Institute 
of  Taxation of  Nigeria 
(CITN) has advocated 

for a constant interaction 
and enlightenment between 
the tax administrators and 
the tax payers to ensure mu-
tual relationship in order to 
reduce mistrust.

The Abakaliki District 
Chairman of  CITN, Barr. 
George Ukpai, who spoke 
with Journalists on Sunday 
shortly after a thanksgiv-
ing mass at Saint Patrick’s 
Catholic Church Kpiri-kpiri, 
Abakaliki, the State Capital 
as part of  events marking the 
40th anniversary of  the Insti-
tute, maintained that persua-
sive approach in carrying out 
tax administration was the 
magic wand.

He said the Institute which 
was founded in 1982 was 
empowered by the law to reg-
ulate the practice of  taxation 
in Nigeria. “To curtail this, 
a very simple thing should 
be done, enlightenment and 
constant interaction between 
tax authorities and the stake-
holders/the tax payers.

“The stakeholders should 
be constantly enlightened 
on the provisions of  tax 
laws and the requirements 
for filing tax returns. There 
should be constant interac -
tion between the two parties, 
to ensure that a mutual rela-
tionship exists between the 
tax collectors and tax payers.  
“There is need to use per -
suasive approach in tax ad -
ministration. People that are 
not enlightened do not know 
the requirements of  the law. 
They always feel being un -
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Chidoka trains youths on skill acquisition 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

L
awmaker represent-
ing Idemili North 
and Idemili South 

Local Government Areas 
in the House of  Represent -
atives, Hon. Obinna Chido-
ka has dragged the National 
Productivity Center to his 
constituency for a power 
training on phone repairs 
and sowing.

The skill acquisition train-
ing for unemployed youths 
and women took place at 
Chief  Thomas Chidoka 
Center, Obosi in Idemili 
North Local Goverment 
Area of  Anambra State 
where no fewer than sixty 
persons benefitted.

The empowerment train -
ing program was in contin -
uation of  the process that 
started last year in which 90 
youths and women benefit -
ted.

Lady Nneka Iwabi and 
Hon. Mrs Tessy Wilson 
(Woman Leader) who rep -
resented the lawmaker at 
the training program ap-
preciated Chidoka for his 
passion for the growth and 
development of  his constit -
uents.

The duo pointed that 
Hon. Obinna Chidoka has 
positively impacted Idemi -
li North and Idemili South 
council areas with his qual -
ity representation and un -

Operation Hadin Kai: Troops
crush Boko haram,
ISWAP, recover ammu
nition 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
roops of  120 Task 
Force Battalion, 
Sector 2, Joint Task 

Force (JTF), North East 
(NE) Operation HADIN 
KAI(OPHK) in consolidat -
ing on their operational feat 
against Boko Haram (BH) 
and Islamic State West 
Africa Province Terrorists 
(ISWAP) have eliminated 
the criminal elements in a 
fierce encounter at Goni -
ri, Yobe State on Saturday. 
Troops recorded this feat in 
conjunction with members 
of  the Civilian Joint Task 
Force (CJTF). 

Director Army Public Re-
lations, Brigadier Onyema 
Nwachukwu disclosed this 
in a statement made availa -
ble to newsmen.

According to him, in a 
clearance operation code 
named “Operation Dom-
inance I, along the insur -

gents’ route of  maneuver at 
Ngirbua village, the gallant 
troops neutralized two BH/
ISWAP terrorists following 
a ferocious battle, while 
others, bowing to troops’ 
superior firepower retreat -
ed in disarray.

The troops recovered one 
AK 47 Rifle, one FN rifle 
and a motorcycle. These 
are aside other equipment 
recovered by troops.

The troops in conjunc -
tion with CJTF are cur -
rently, combing the general 
area to track down the flee-
ing insurgents.

Meanwhile, Boko Har-
am and Islamic State West 
Africa Province Terrorists 
in Borno State have again 
suffered a bloody nose on 
Sunday, as troops of  Sec -
tor 3 Operation HADIN 
KAI deployed at Forward 
Operating Base Magumeri 
came in contact with the 
terrorists while on a fight -
ing patrol around Mallumti 
general area.

In the firefight that en -
sued, the dogged troops 
neutralized three terrorists 
and recovered three AK47 
Rifles, one magazine, 
quantity 23 of  7.62mm spe-
cial ammunition, one pick-
up truck, two solar pan -
els, seven mobile phones, 
food stuff  and provisions, 
among others. 

The good people of  
Yobe and Borno states are 
please enjoined to support 
the troops with actionable 
information on the move -
ment of  any insurgent in 
their localities.

necessarily taxed. 
“When they are enlight -

ened they will come to ap -
preciate the need for volun -
tarily tax compliance. So, 
enlightenment and interac -
tion are the magic wands in 
tax administration”, he not-
ed.

On multiple taxation, tax 
evasion and avoidance, Uk -
pai noted that the Nigerian 
tax laws have made sufficient 
provisions on how to tackle 
them.  He noted that tax eva-
sion is a criminal offence un-
der our tax laws and should 
be shunned by all tax payers. 

He further observed that 
tax avoidance is a legitimate 
means of  exploring tax loop-
holes in our laws to the advan-
tage of  the tax payers.

“The institute ensures that 
there’s a meeting point be -
tween the tax payers and tax 

Anambra disability community condemns
 alleged murder of  Aguata chairman
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

A
nambra state disa -
bility community 
has in strong terms 

condemned the alleged 
murder of  the Co-ordinator 
of  Joint National Associa -
tion of  Persons with Disa -
bility, Aguata branch, Mr. 
Mmaduabuchi Nnofu.

Mmaduabuchi, a visually 
impaired and the first male 
child of  his family was al -
legedly murdered and burnt 
beyond recognition by his 
younger brother, Onyedika 
over land dispute, News 
Echo reports.

The incident which hap -
pened on Sunday at Eziagu-
lu village, Ekwulobia in 
Aguata Local Government 

Area, had the entire com -
munity thrown into agony. 

Our correspondent learnt 
that the prime suspect, 
Onyedika has been in con -
flict for long with Mmad -
uabuchi his brother, over a 
piece of  land, and has on 
several occasions, threat-
ened to eliminate the victim.

The source stated that it 
was at about twelve noon 
on Sunday that he heard a 
loud shout in Nnofu’s com -
pound, and when people 
gathered to know exactly 
what happened, it was dis -
covered that the victim was 
hacked and burnt beyond 
recognition by the said 
younger brother, Onyedika.

He explained that the 
irate youths of  the commu -
nity attempted to lynch the 

suspect before the interven -
tion of  the Police who res -
cued him, saying that he is 
now in police custody.

In an interview at the 
scene, the Special Adviser 
to Governor Willie Obiano 
on Disability Matters, Mr. 

Chuks Ezewuzie, described 
the incident as unfortunate, 
stating that the victim was a 
vibrant leader in disability 
community, and a visually 
impaired who can never 
hurt a soul.

Mr, Ezewuzie a lawyer 

who is also the Chief  Exec-
utive Officer of  the Anam -
bra Disability Rights Com-
mission, assured that the 
office will assist the family, 
praying that justice would 
prevail.

On his part, the Coordi -

nator of  Joint National As-
sociation of  Persons with 
Disability, in Anambra 
State, Comrade Ugochuk-
wu Okeke, condemned the 
heinous act and called on 
security agencies and oth-
er relevant authorities to 
wade into the matter.

common empowerment 
programs for his constitu -
ents especially women and 
youths.

Operations Manager for 
VERSEIT Services Ltd., 

administrators. Where there 
are cases of  tax avoidance the 
tax authorities will certainly 
do something to ensure that 
the tax payers comply with the 
law. Also, the law doesn’t sup-
port over taxation and when 
such cases are established, the 
best thing the payer should do 
is to raise an objection within 
the time allowed by law. 

“Here in Ebonyi State, if  a 
tax payer feels aggrieved over 
an assessment, he should file 
his complaint with  the State 
Internal Revenue Service and 
if  not resolved he should com-
plain to the State Tax Appeal 
Commission. The Commis -
sion is an independent body 
that will judiciously look into 
the matter and determine 
same on merit. You may also 
escalate the matter to the Tax 
Appeal Tribunal or a court of  
competent jurisdiction where 
necessary,” Ukpai said.

Ndieli Amaka, the con-
sulting firm for National 
Productivity Center said 
that the training has better 
equipped the participants to 
set up their machines and as 
well service their machines 
whenever the need arises.

Umahi denies using Ebubeagu on 
‘unleash ter ror’ to opposition
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has denied using 

Ebubeagu to unleash terror to 
opposition group in the State.

Umahi was reacting to 
a statement by the Nation -
al Publicity Secretary PDP , 
Hon. Debo Ologunagba who 
accused the governor of  using 
Ebubeagu  to “unleash ter -
ror” on innocent Nigerians, 
particularly opposition PDP 
members and other dissenting 
voices in Ebonyi State.

Ologunagba also called for 
the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of  the State PDP 
Publicity Secretary in Ebonyi 
State, Nwoba Chika Nwoba 
as well as other innocent Ni-
gerians reportedly detained in 
various facilities in the State” 

Nwoba was arrested by 
Ebubeagu and handed over 
to the police and subsequently 
charged to court for allegedly 
violating the cybercrimes law 
of  the state.

Ebubeagu operative person-
nel was last week accused of  
extra-judicial killings which 
led to a violent protest in 
Akaeze, Ivo Local Govern -
ment Area of  the state. Many 
houses and other properties 
were burnt down during the 
protest including properties of  
the Ivo Council chairman.

About 11 people reportedly 
involved in the killings and the 
resultant protest have been ar-
rested by the police.

Members of  the House of  
Representatives from the state, 
under the PDP, led by Hon. 
Idu Igariwe recently raised a 
motion calling on the police to 
investigate the alleged excesses 

of  Ebubeagu.
But Gov Umahi, in a state-

ment  by his Special Assistant 
on media and Publicity Fran-
cis Nwaze, described the accu-
sations by the PDP National 
Publicity Secretary  as ‘sense-
less’. 

He said Ebubeagu Security 
outfit is not a militia group as 
alleged by the PDP but a citi-
zen-based neighborhood secu-
rity established by the law of  
the House of  Assembly which 
has attracted widespread en-
comiums for their roles in 
assisting the Police and other 
conventional security agencies 
in stamping out insecurity in 
the State.

“Ebubeagu Security outfit 
was not set up to witch-hunt 
the opposition but to provide 
alternative security to the lives 
and property of  all citizens 
irrespective of  political party 
affiliations”
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

 

F
ormer Governor of  
Anambra State, Mr. 
Peter Obi has said 

that he will contest in the 
2023 presidential election if  
his party, the Peoples Dem -
ocratic Party (PDP) throws 
it open for all to contest, or 
zones it to the south.

Obi who was PDP’s vice 
presidential candidate in the 
2019 presidential polls was 
quoted as saying this, dur -
ing a press interview.

A press release by his me-
dia aide, Mr. Val Obienyem 
quoted Obi as saying that he 
is capable of  turning around 
the fortunes of  the country, 
but will wait on the decision 
of  the Peoples Democratic 

Party before he declares his 
intention.

Obi said: “All the elec -
tions that I followed in the 
past, the party that I belong 
to today, the PDP made a 
pronunciation and took a 
stand. At least in 2019 when 
I was involved, where I can 
say Atiku graciously chose 
me as his running mate 
which I remain eternally 
grateful to him for, the par -
ty decided that the candi -
date should come from the 
North and that was what 
the party decided. And I be-
lieve that the party owes it a 
duty to say what their stand 
is. If  their stand today is 
South, be rest assured I am 
aspiring, if  they say North, 
I can’t do otherwise or they 
chose the option that every -

body is free, then, of  course, 
you will be hearing from 
me.”

The former Governor 
while affirming his com-
mitment to building a better 
Nigeria, advised all and sun-
dry to choose a candidate 
who is competent and most 
importantly has integrity.

Group  berates  Abia  Assembly
on failure to checkmate
excess of  executive
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

W
orried about 
what it perceives 
to be lethargy 

on the part of  the Abia 
State Seventh House of  
Assembly, the Foundation 
for Environmental Rights, 
Advocacy & Development 
(FENRAD) has called on 
the legislators to increase 
its oversight functions on 
many projects going on in 
the state. 

The Pro-democracy, 
Human and environmen-
tal rights Advocacy group 
urged the House to state its 
position on Port Harcourt, 
Obohia, Uratta and Ngwa 
roads, being a NEWMAP 
project, beyond committee 
stage and summonses after 
which a legislator moved a 
motion in the floor of  the 
house last year.  

In a release signed by 
Comrade Nelson Nnanna 
Nwafor, Executive Director 
and Barr. Femisi Akande 
Head corporate Account-
ability & Human Rights 
Enforcement,  FENRAD 
inquired to know what the 
7th Assembly has done to 
unravel the true situation 
on the ground and make 
known the same to Abians 
whose taxes keep them?

FENRAD called on state 
lawmakers to oversight 
dragging projects in the 
state like the failed Faulks 
Road, the Osisioma Flyo -
ver, remodelling of  Ariaria 
International and Ahiaohu-
ru markets, and many other 
projects in the state which 
has turned to be abandoned

FENRAD also said it has 

been following with keen 
interest the ongoing push 
for the recall of  Hon. Uzo -
ma Abonta, member rep -
resenting Ukwa East and 
Ukwa West Federal Con -
stituency at the House of  
Representatives. 

FENRAD  said that 
while it does not believe 
in media trial, grapevine 
rhetorics and political man-
hunt, however, guided by 
the principles of  rights, in -
cluding fair hearing, insists 
that the process of  recall 
once finalised be allowed 
to go uninterrupted so that 
democracy which itself  is a 
game of  popularity is served 
on the constituents of  Hon. 
Uzoma Abonta. 

The group said that while 
this is the case, there should 
be no room for unhealthy 
tirade and vitriol against the 
person and office of  Abonta 
until this process is over. 

“Recall is one of  the 
checks and accountability 
mechanisms through which 
constituents remove the 
elected legislator they feel 
does not represent their in -
terest in government. 

“While this remains the 
status quo, FENRAD said 
that more needs to be done 
to ensure that constituents 
and represented peoples 
elsewhere mount this kind 
of  oversight on those elect -
ed to keep legislators on 
their toes. 

“FENRAD believes that 
as the issues of  Recall is 
happening at the federal 
level with the constituent 
plan to recall its elected 
Representative such Action 
should be replicated at the 
State House of  Assembly 
level.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
has accused the Eb -

onyi State Governor, Engr. 
David Umahi, of  unleash -
ing terror on innocent Ni -
gerians, particularly oppo -
sition PDP members and 
other dissenting voices in 
Ebonyi State.

The PDP in a statement 
issued by the National Pub-
licity Secretary Hon. Debo 
Ologunagba “is alarmed 
by reports that Governor 
Umahi is using a heavily 
armed killer squad, cur-
rently disguising under the 
“Ebube Agu” security out -
fit, as a political weapon 
to arrest, attack and inflict 
grievous bodily harm on 
Nigerians and particularly 
PDP members in Ebonyi 
State”.

“Since Governor Umahi 
made the error in his dev -
astating adventure of  mov -
ing from the PDP to the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) where he is unrec -
ognized and frustrated, he 
has reportedly resorted to 
terrorizing innocent Nige -
rians, especially PDP mem-
bers in a desperate bid to 
create fear, panic and siege 

mentality on citizens of  
Ebonyi State as a prelude 
to rigging the 2023 general 
elections”.

“The PDP invites Nigeri-
ans to note how Governor 
Umahi instigated the illegal 
arrest of  the Ebonyi State 
Publicity Secretary of  the 
PDP, Nwoba Chika Nwo -
ba, and kept him in deten -
tion without justification 
on the strength of  a draco -
nian law that did not pass 
through the established due 
process of  lawmaking”.

“Just recently, a promi -
nent member of  the PDP 
and former member the 
House of  Representatives, 
Rt. Hon. Linus Abaa Oko -
rie, was declared wanted by 
Governor Umahi without 
any accusation or charges 
leveled against him”.

“Our Party vehemently 
rejected such violation of  
fundamental human rights 
going on in Ebonyi State 
and called on Nigerians to 
hold Governor Umahi and 
the APC responsible for 
acts of  violence and terror -
ism in Ebony State”.

“The PDP also called 
for the immediate and un -
conditional release of  our 
State Publicity Secretary 
in Ebonyi State as well as 
other innocent Nigerians 

reportedly detained in var -
ious facilities in the State” 

“As a Party, we urge 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari, the National Se -
curity Adviser and the 
Police High Command to 
immediately step into the 
situation which is a serious 
threat to the security of  
Ebonyi State in particular 
and that of  the nation in 
general”.

“This is because any 
breakdown of  law and or -
der in Ebonyi State will 
have a ripple effect on the 
fragile security situation 
in the entire South East 
region of  the country and 
beyond”.

“Governor Umahi must 
be called to order. He must 
learn to live with the con -
sequences of  his ill-advised 
decision. He committed 
a political suicide by join -
ing a party of  “political 
bandits” and “warlords” 
where he has no future and 
should not vent his frustra-
tion on other Nigerians”.

“In any case, the PDP 
wants Governor Umahi 
and the APC to know that 
no amount of  intimida-
tions, harassments, threats 
and attacks will bend the 
will of  the people in their 
resolve to vote out the APC 
in 2023”. 

PDP accuses Umahi of  unleashing 
terror on opposition 

“What we are looking for 
in this country today are 
people of  integrity, people 
of  conscience, people who 
are less greedy. Educational 
qualification is not a meas -
ure of  integrity; it doesn’t 
guarantee that somebody is 
less greedy or that people 
have conscience.”

He further added, “I have 
seen people here acquire 
what they don’t need. I saw 
it while I was serving, to 
fight corruption here, you 
need somebody who has 
integrity, who is not greedy, 
who has conscience if  you 
have that, fighting corrup -
tion is easy.

It is not when people are 
acquiring lands, houses, 
everything they don’t need; 
they want to live a lifestyle 
that is far beyond the econ -
omy of  Nigeria, far beyond 
their earnings, that is why 
the place is collapsing. That 
is why we have insecurity, 
that is why we have poverty.

Okunna emerges
first female
DVC, Paul
University
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

P
rof. Chinyere Stel-
la Okunna has been 
appointed Deputy 

Vice-Chancellor, DVC, of  
Paul University Awka, An-
ambra State.

Her appointment as DVC 
Academic, which was ap -
proved by the Senate of  the 
University at its meeting 
of  Thursday makes her the 
First Deputy Vice-Chancel-
lor of  the institution.

Okunna is a renowned 
Professor of  Mass Commu-
nication and First Female 
Professor of  Mass Com-
munication in Nigeria and 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Also appointed DVC 
Administration, in Adjunct 
capacity, is Prof  Godwin 
Onu, Professor of  Political 
Science and astute Admin-
istrator, and former Rector 
of  Federal Polytechnic Oko.

Paul University is a pri -
vate university owned by 55 
Dioceses of  the Anglican 
Communion East of  the 
Niger, with Venerable Prof. 
Obiora Nwosu as its current 
Vice-Chancellor.

Deputy Governor of Imo State, Prof Placid Njoku receiving the certifcate on behalf of Governor Hope Uzodimma from Eze Ikonne.
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hough the scourges of  touting T in divide, especially on the 
roads and in the markets are 

not new but the resultant problems 
are increasing every new day.

A more nauseating and 
suffocating aspect is that most of  
those using these hoodlums who 
eventually joined the streets and 
markets as touts otherwise kno wn as 
‘Agberos’, were predominantly, 
those who were recruited, armed 
positioned for dirty jobs by many of  
our professing politicians during 
election periods. 

These market touts who most 
times claim indigenous youth of  the 
market locations form gangs of  
various cult groups specialized in 
intimidating poor and petty market 
traders especially women and extort 
monies either as daily or weekly 
market tolls or sales location rents, 
just for displaying their wares or 
goods in the open space under the 
scorching sun or heavy rainfall.

There are also daunting reports 
from market traders that in most 
cases these poor traders will have 
their perishable wares seized, thrown 
away or rather beaten to coma or 
rather death. Yet the law enforcement 
agencies will keep blind eyes over 
these rots or feign ignorance of  their 
supposed responsibilities while the 
hoodlums reign supreme. Even where 
the law enforcement agencies are 
compelled to undertake arrests, the 
arrested culprits are released from 
detention in the next few hours with 
speedy return to their heinous crime 
points.

The road transport unions, in a 
bid to seize authority and exert 
control over their counterparts, enroll 
into deadly secret cults and 
intimidate with their gangs, to pay 
illegitimate fees or have themselves 
badly beaten with their vehicles 
terribly damaged. Many dangerous 
street fights in different parts of  the 
South-East and South-West are not 
unconnected with this mischievous 
tussle. Sometimes they engage the 
services of  disreputable law 
enforcement agencies who back them 
up with their uniforms and guns on a 

“kill-and-share” agreement. These 
impunities are caused by lack of  
deterrence and government 
intervention.

As the 2023 general election 
draws nearer, this ugly development 
is posing a grave threat and therefore 
should be tackled headlong. Most 
commercial cities in the South-East 
states are facing these serious crises 
occasioned by touts who masquerade 
as hired government internally 
generated revenue agents. The 
governments in these states should 
stop treating these common criminals 
with levity. They must be arrested and 
prosecuted to the full extent of  the 
law. 

The State Houses of  Assembly 
should consider passing laws that 
tame the activities of  these hoodlums 
such as an anti-terrorism law that 
will allow the government or security 
agencies, mark-out and punish these 
criminals as terrorists, thereby 
making involvement in such acts as 
terrorism offence and as such have 
offenders punished accordingly. 

It is also worthwhile that public 
officers and security agencies should 
stop fraternising with these 
questionable characters who lend 
themselves as willing tools of  
violence. The state governments must 
prove that they are not accomplice in 
this quandary by dealing decisively 
with both the touts and their 
sponsors.

Now that the National Union of  
Road Workers (NURTW), has 
become a blood-sucking nuisance and 
broad day light warlords, 
manhandling dissenting voices, hard-
working drivers and motorists. 
Covertly backed by unscrupulous 
politicians, including some holding 
public offices, the union has made 
thuggery and hooliganism attractive 
promoting gang wars and street 
fights. Openly, they run protection 
rackets, turn garages and bus stops to 
drug-dealing and smoking joints and 
from there, engage in traffic robbery 
and rape. Many Nigerians have lost 
their lives and property in the process; 
the culprits are hardly ever brought to 
book. This cannot continue.

Menace of hoodlums:

Touts on roads
and mar kets
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Uzodimma and 
Onuegbu Challenge
By Chinedu Opara

I 
was one of  those excited 
by the inclusion of  Barr 
Enyinna Onuegbu’s name 

in a list of  commissioner 
nominees which appeared 
online when Gov Hope 
Uzodimma wanted to 
reconstitute his cabinet.

That happened amid 
heightened speculation on the 
imminence of  the governors 
unveiling of  his commissioner 
nominees.

 He was about  to 
reconstitute  the exco  which he 
dissolved sometime in March 
2021, and as expectations 
mounted the list in question 
went viral on social media.

But, suddenly the laughter 
in our mouths and gaiety 
in our steps disappeared. 
Barr Onuegbu’s name was 
conspicuously missing on 
the list when it was finally 
officially made public.

Many were lost in 
wonderment and questioning 
sessions ensued.  Was there 
a typographical error? Could 
there be another authentic 
list different from what is 
in circulation? Or, did Gov 
Uzodimma knowingly Barr. 
Onuegbu.

There was indeed barrage 
of  questions but they remained 
at the realm of  mere rhetoric 
questions, as there was no one 
to answer them.

However, that shock 
notwithstanding some 
incurable optimists still held 
out hope that something 
may still happen.  But, that 
eventually was dashed after 
the screening of  the nominees, 
and their eventual swearing in 
by the governor himself.

Many hearts were truly 
broken. And it is not hard to 
know why many hearts were 
touched badly by the man’s 
ouster from the reconstituted 
cabinet.

Barr Onuegbu was and 
perhaps, still is, a member of  
the first eleven team of  the 
CampHope Political Structure. 
Anyone who knows that 
structure very well will attest 
that the likes of  Onuegbu, 
Ruby Emele, COC Akaolisa, 
Nnamdi Anyaehie, Innocent 
Ikpamezie, Chinasa Nwaneri 
and Dr. Iyke Njoku to cite a 
few examples belonged to the 
topmost echelon of  the group.

I am talking of  CampHope 
prior to assumption of  power 
in 2020.

During the years of  political 
struggles and battles, ranging 
from the Sheriff/Markarfi 

PDP supremacy battle; down 
to the frenzied struggle for 
the APC Imo governorship 
ticket with Senator Rochas 
Okorocha camp, these men 
and women were in the 
forefront with the governor.

It reached a point they 
became,at least among 
journalists,  a sort of  compass 
for guessing the movement of  
Gov Uzodimma then. They 
certainly didn’t know they 
were like trackers on him then 
and Uzodinma himself  also 
didn’t know. 

That time if  journalists 
were invited to Okigwe Road 
which remains their meeting 
abode till this day to, cover 
an event, once there the first 
thing will be to look around 
for those faces.

 If  they see them they 
will immediately know that 
Gov Uzodimma will come 
there. Conversely, no matter 
the multitude there greater 
chances are you won’t see him 
there if, his first eleven team 
players were not there.

Additionally, the ex Lands 
Commissioner seemed the 
most visible face, a sort of  
poster boy for the group, 
because of  the position he 
held as its spokesman.

And what is more, even 
though he is a lawyer by 
training, he did handle the 
duties of  his position so 
brilliantly that  CampHope 
became one of  the foremost 
political structures in Imo.

 He anchored their 
meetings and other events 
masterfully. His press 

releases and statements were 
intelligent, well articulated, 
grammatically and structurally 
sound and above all, loaded in 
content with their messages 
easy to pluck like low hanging 
fruits.

 When occasion demanded 
he talked extempore, he 
did with perfect clarity and 
persuasiveness, while always 
ensuring that his listeners did 
not enjoy the melody of  his 
voice but also, understood 
clearly what he said.

Most importantly, he 
consciously built, nurtured and 
sustained a healthy and cordial 
tie with Imo media and, to a 
large extent that harmonious 
relationship helped him to 
deliver successfully.

Of  course, that social 
capital also rubbed off  
positively on CampHope as 
the media always gave its 
news items more than enough 
hype.

After all his kitchen cabinet 
of  the CampHope days did 
individually and collectively 
for his success, it is really 
disturbing that Barr Onuegbu 
and a few other members of  
the team seem to have been 
frozen out in the cold.

 At the moment, almost 
all members of  that team are 
holding offices except him, Dr 
Njoku and Engr  Ikpamezie. 
Barr Anyaehie is Chief  of  
Staff  to the Governor, COC 
Akaolisa Attorney General 
and Commissioner for Justice, 
Ruby Emele Commissioner 
for Local Government and 
Chinasa Nwaneri Special 

Adviser Special Duties.
As a practicing Christian 

this seeming unfairness 
should be of  great concern to 
the governor. 

In fact, it should challenge 
him to the point of  putting 
into practice the Holy Book 
admonition that a labourer is 
deserving of  his wages.

Even the Igbo proverbial 
wisdom aligned itself  
perfectly with that biblical 
injunction  in the  proverb “ 
aka ajaja butere onu mmanu 
mmanu” (the dirty hand leads 
to the oily mouth) 

 Also, those teach about 
virtues and vices; about good 
and bad admonished strongly 
that it  is not good  to forget 
those who held the ladder for 
you to climbed to the top, or 
kick away the ladder when 
you are at the top.

In view of  these preachings 
i think there is one pressing 
task facing Gov Uzodimma. 
It is good time he used his 
exalted office to sooth the 
frayed nerves of  his long time 
loyalists.

Those guys laboured and 
sweated under the sun and 
rain with him. They worked 
selflessly and unconditionally 
for him because then he 
hadn’t so much patronage to 
dish out.

 Politics and politicking is 
risky in this part of  the world, 
so working for they may have 
taken so many risks, some 
of  which may have been life 
threatening. But, against all 
odds they soldiered on and 
churned out result. Without 

any iota of  doubt they paid 
him in good coin. The law 
of  reciprocity demands he 
should pay them back in 
exactly the same coin they 
paid him with. 

Already, I can picture him 
raking his head with thoughts 
of  how he will do it, and 
what he will use in doing 
that. Fact is   he stands to 
gain tremendously not only 
by way of  praises, but also 
he may likely win souls if  he 
can bring himself  to make 
the appreciation grander and 
historic.

In the case of  his erstwhile 
spokesman and confidant 
nothing if  you ask me 
could be more historic and 
unforgettable than taking him 
to Abuja. 

If  he has thought about 
it good, but if  he has not 
then i think Gov Uzodimma 
should consider adopting 
Barr Onuegbu as his choice 
candidate for the position 
of  National Secretary of  the 
APC which has been zoned 
to South East.

Being a sitting governor 
he has all the wherewithal 
to seamlessly and perfectly 
achieve that task.

Of  course, doing that 
would be killing two birds 
with one stone. He would 
have successfully  placated 
him, and also entrench and 
tighten his grip on the soul of  
the party at the national and 
state level as Barr Onuegbu 
radiates integrity and 
character.

Besides, he is eminently 
qualified by all  indices to 
occupy that office. He is 
courageous and outspoken 
and so can hold the ground 
for the governor and South 
East at the National Working 
Committee. He is a brilliant 
lawyer with decades of  
hands on experience. So, 
when it comes law and its 
interpretation and necessary 
advice, the governor can go 
home and sleep like a baby 
as his interests would be 
protected.

The man has also proven 
to be a trustable loyalist who 
can be assigned  sensitive 
tasks and he will execute 
them strictly as directed.

He’s truly tailor made for 
that office and many pundits 
and even APC leaders have 
also openly voiced that 
opinion. The governor should  
send him to Abuja because he 
will not only buy exactly what 
he sent him to buy there, but 
also bring it back home intact.

Uzodimma Onuegbu 
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What is a Projectile?
A projectile is an object upon 

which the only force acting is 
gravity. There are a variety of  
examples of  projectiles. An object 
dropped from rest is a projectile 
(provided that the influence of  air 
resistance is negligible). An object 
that is thrown vertically upward is 
also a projectile (provided that the 
influence of  air resistance is 
negligible). And an object which is 
thrown upward at an angle to the 
horizontal is also a projectile 
(provided that the influence of  air 
resistance is negligible). A 
projectile is any object that once 
projected or dropped continues in 
motion by its own inertia and is 
influenced only by the downward 
force of  gravity.

By definition, a projectile has a 
single force that acts upon it - the 
force of  gravity. If  there were any 
other force acting upon an object, 
then that object would not be a 
projectile. Thus, the free-body 
diagram of  a projectile would 
show a single force acting 
downwards and labeled force of  
gravity (or simply F ). grav

Regardless of  whether a projectile 
is moving downwards, upwards, 
upwards and rightwards, or 
downwards and leftwards, the 
free-body diagram of  the 
projectile is still as depicted in the 
diagram at the right. By definition, 
a projectile is any object upon 

which the only force is gravity.

 Projectile Motion and 
Inertia

Many students have difficulty 
with the concept that the only 
force acting upon an upward 
moving projectile is gravity. Their 
conception of  motion prompts 
them to think that if  an object is 
moving upward, then there must 
be an upward force. And if  an 
object is moving upward and 
rightward, there must be both an 
upward and rightward force. Their 
belief  is that forces cause motion; 
and if  there is an upward motion 
then there must be an upward 
force. They reason, "How in the 
world can an object be moving 
upward if  the only force acting 
upon it is gravity?" Such students 
do not believe in Newtonian 
physics (or at least do not believe 
strongly in Newtonian physics). 
Newton's laws suggest that forces 

 group of  multi-

Adisciplinary 
biomedical and 

healthcare researchers have 
developed the candidate 
vaccine for Cholera. 

The team led by the 
a c t i n g  H e a d  o f  
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Microbiology, Adeleke 
University, Ede, Dr 
Oladipo Kolawole, is under 
the coordination of   the 
Vice-Chancellor, Precious 
Cornerstone University, 
Ibadan, Prof. Julius Oloke, 
Deputy Coordinators;  
Prof. Olubukola Oyawoye 
of  Federal University, Oye 
Ekiti and Prof. Olatunji 
Kolawole of  University of  
Ilorin. 

Kolawole, who is the 
founder of  Helix Biogen 

Institute, said the 
methodology and the 
validation processes using 
artificial intelligence had 
been submitted to peer 
review journal, saying it 
was currently under review. 

He said the whole 
process took place at the 
research laboratory of  
Helix Biogen Institute, 
Ogbomoso, adding that  
the candidate vaccine had 
been fully developed but 
lack of  fund was a major 
challenge to progress to the 
preclinical stage.

Kolawole revealed that 
it was the same team 
members that developed 
the candidate vaccine for 
COVID-19 in Nigeria 
which was captured by 
W o r l d  H e a l t h 

Organisation. 
He stressed,  “The 

team would have 
completed the animal trial 
(pre-clinical) and partner 

with international 
organisation to start the 
clinical trial ( the stage of  
using humans) once it 
passes the preclinical stage 

( s a f e t y  a n d 
immunogenicity). 

“Though the speed of  
this work is dependent on 
the availability of  funds 
through donations, grants 
and investors. Funding has 
been the major challenge 

t h e 
research 
group is 
facing, 
only few 
individua
l s ' 
support / 
f u n d 
research 
a n d 
develop
ment in 
Nigeria. 

“The 
team is 
experienc
ed based 

on the completion of  the 
animal trial of  the 
candidate vaccine for 
COVID-19 which is 
promising. The team is 
dedicated to solving many 
problems in the health 
sector as much as possible.” 

“Cholera is a 
waterborne disease, 
whereby the risk of  
transmission is higher 
when there is poor 
sanitation and disruption 
of  clean water supply. 

“The water-borne 
disease is characterised by 
sudden onset of  profuse 
watery diarrhoea, this can 
in turn lead to sudden 
death as a result of  
dehydration, if  not 
managed on time,” he 
added. 

are only required to cause 
acceleration (not a motion). A 
force is only required to maintain 
acceleration. And in the case of  a 
projectile that is moving upward, 
there is a downward force and a 
downward acceleration. That is, 

the object is 
m o v i n g 
upward and slowing down.

To further ponder this concept 
of  the downward force and a 
downward acceleration for a 
projectile, consider a cannonball 
shot horizontally from a very high 
cliff  at a high speed. And suppose 
for a moment that the gravity switch 
could be turned off such that the 
cannonball would travel in the 
absence of  gravity? What would 
the motion of  such a cannonball be 
like? How could its motion be 
described? According to Newton's 
first law of  motion, such a 
cannonball would continue in 
motion in a straight line at constant 
speed. If  not acted upon by an 
unbalanced force, "an object in 
motion will ...". This is Newton's 
law of  inertia.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

v

Projectiles

Nigerian researchers develop cholera vaccine
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he West African TExaminations 
Council has 

announced the immediate 
release of  withheld results 
of  West African Senior 
School Certificate 
Examination 2020 and 
2021 candidates. 

In a communique at the 
end of  the 72nd meeting of  
the Nigeria Examinations 
Committee, WAEC said 
only results of  candidates 
exonerated of  exam 
malpractices are released. 

The examination body 
also authorised the 

cademic Staff  

AU n i o n  o f  
Universities, 

Obafemi Awolowo 
University branch, has 
declared indefinite strike, 
following non-payment of  
Earned Academic 
Allowance to its members. 

But another group of  
academic staff  in the 

rain Builders Youth BDevelopment 
Initiative (BBYDI) in 

conjunction with Global 
Campaign for Education 
(GCE) has urged the 
National Universities 
Commission (NUC), 
National Board for Technical 
Education (NBTE) and 
others to include digital 
learning as part of  
accreditation criteria for 
tertiary Institutions in the 
country.

The groups added that 
NUC and NBTE should 
make improvement of  the 
digital frontiers a legal 
mandate before the 
establishment and 
maintenance of  higher 
institutions at all levels.

Executive Director, 
BBYDI Olasupo Abideen 

said this at the launch of  a 
policy brief  in Ilorin, Kwara 
State capital.

The brief  was entitled: 
“Remote: towards improving 
Nigeria's education system 
amidst COVID-19.

Abideen also urged the 

overnor Abubakar 

GBello of  Niger State, 
yesterday, dismissed 

the Federal Government's 
plan to reduce the number of  
out-of-school children in the 
country, claiming it was an 
effort in futility.

The governor, during 
flag-off  of  the National 
Campaign of  Out-of-School 
Children in the six geo-
political zones, said the 

current insecurity in some 
states will make the 
programme unachievable.

According to him: “It 
will be insensitive to 
encourage people to return or 
take their children to school 
when they are battling with 
their lives.” 

Are we going to talk to 
schools or the victims who are 
fighting for their lives? Unless 
these situations are tackled, 
this programme can't work.

If  we can't secure the lives 
and properties of  our people, 

and ensure that they are safe in 
their homes and safe to go to 
school, then this will not 
work. Whatever is going to be 
done towards improving 
enrollment of  children in 
schools, the security situation 
is to be tackled first.”

In his remarks, the 
Minister of  State for 
Education, Chukwuemeka 
Nwajiuba, affirmed that 
insecurity and the COVID-19 
pandemic increased the 
number of  out-of-school 
children in the country.

Federal Government to 
increase investment in 
education by supporting 
higher institutions to build 
digital lear ning 
infrastructure.

He said: “Nigeria's 
internet penetration is 

currently poor. Therefore, the 
Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC) must 
collaborate with the Ministry 
of  Education to ensure that 
higher institutions and other 
suburbs have access to 
quality internet.”

university, called Congress 
of  University Academics, 
said its members would not 
join the industrial action. 

CONUA National 
Coordinator, Dr Niyi 
Sunmonu said the group 
would look at the issues 
involved before it would take 
a decision. 

He said, “For now, 
CONUA is not part of  the 
s t r i k e.  N o  s u c h 
pronouncement. We will 

look at all the issues involved 
and then decide.”

However, ASUU said the 
decision to commence strike 
was part of  the resolutions 
reached at its emergency 
Congress held on Monday. 

ASUU in a communiqué 
issued after the Congress 
and signed by its chairman, 
Dr Adeola Egbedokun, said 
there was no serious 
commitment on the part of  
the university management 

to effect payment of  the 
allowance to its deserving 
members.

The communiqué read in 
part, “Congress also noted 
that all political and 
diplomatic means to resolve 
the imbroglio has failed. 
Consequently, congress 
resolved that total 
comprehensive and 
indefinite strike should 
commence immediately, the 
strike must not be called off  
without a congress 
resolution to the effect, 
payment of  EAA must be 
b a s e d  o n  A S U U 
computation. Anything 
short of  this would be 
unacceptable. 

“ T h e  S t r i k e 
Coordinating Committee 
will be set up to monitor the 
strike. Based on the above 
and on the strength of  the 
permission granted by 
ASUU National President, 
the Chairman, on behalf  of  
the congress declared the 
commencement of  ASUU 
strike.” 

cancellation of  results of  
candidates proven to have 
been involved in 
malpractice cases. 

P a r t  o f  t h e 
communique signed by 
WAEC's Acting Head, 
Moyosola Adeyegbe, on 
behalf  of  Head of  National 
Office read in part, “At the 
72nd Meeting, the 
Committee received 
reports on irregularity, 
special and clemency cases 
arising from the conduct of  
WASSCE for Private 
Candidates, 2020 – Second 
Series and WASSCE for 

Private Candidates, 2021- 
First Series earlier 
considered at the 71st 
Meeting of  the Committee.

“In the course of  
considering the various 
reported cases of  
malpractice, the 
committee, after diligent 
deliberations, approved 
appropriate sanctions in all 
established cases of  
malpractice, as prescribed 
by the Rules and 
Regulations governing the 
conduct of  the Council's 
examinations. 

“It authorised that the 
entire results of  candidates 
proven to have been 
involved in malpractice 

cases which attract the 
penalty of  Cancellation of  
Entire Results be cancelled, 
while subject results of  
candidates proven to have 
been involved in 
malpractice cases which 
attract the penalty of  
Cancellation of  Subject 
Results (CSR) be similarly 
cancelled.

“Furthermore, some 
candidates will also suffer 
other sanctions such as 
being barred from sitting 
for the Council's 
examinations for two years. 
Some schools will be de-
recognised for a specified 
number of  years or have 
their recognition 

completely withdrawn. 
“Some Supervisors 

that were found wanting in 
the discharge of  their 
examination duties will be 
formally reported to their 
employers and blacklisted 
while some invigilators will 
also be reported to the 
appropriate authorities for 
disciplinary action. 

he National TUniversities 
Commission has 

approved the introduction 
of  a Bachelor of  Arts 
degree in Shariah for the 
Bayero University in Kano. 

The commission has 
also approved 11 affiliate 
programmes for two 
colleges of  education. 

This was disclosed in 
the weekly bulletin issued 
by the Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation Board 
which was made available 
to newsmen in Abuja.

According to reports, 
the NUC, which is the 
regulatory body for 
universities in Nigeria, is 
responsible for the 
accreditation and approval 
of  new courses in federal, 
state and private 
universities.

According to the 

eputy Speaker of  Dthe Lagos State 
H o u s e  o f  

Assembly, Wasiu 
Eshinlokun-Sanni has 
awarded scholarship to 55 
undergraduates who are 
indigenes of  Lagos Island.

The presentation of  
cheques, ranging from 
N75,000 to N100,000, held 
at the Lagos Island Local 
Government Secretariat in 
Adeniji. About 20 others 
also got consolation prices.

Eshinlokun-Sanni, 
who said the scholarship 
was to encourage education, 
added: “Our target is to 
develop responsible, well 
educated well-schooled 
individuals from Lagos 
Island.

“This is the eigth 
edition because we want to 
ensure our students are well 
educated and prepared for 
the future. Education can 
liberate one from poverty 
and ignorances. Later in 
future, they can also pull 
their resources together and 
organise something like this 
and ensure that community 
feels their impact. This can 
only be possible if  they keep 
making progress in 
schools.”

The lawmaker urged 

the beneficiaries to focus on 
their studies and make the 
council and their families 
proud. He also reiterated his 
commitment to improving 
the lives of  his constituents, 
especially the youths, 
through empowerment, as 
well as educational and 
financial support.

O n e  o f  t h e 
beneficiaries, Taofeekat 
Amodu, a student of  the 
Lagos State University 
(LASU), lauded the 
lawmaker for the initiative 
saying: “What he is doing 
for us is really empowering. 
This will go a long way in 
sorting out some of  my fees 
in school. I will just like to 
advise beneficiaries to use 
this in a way that it will add 
value to their education.”

bulletin, the B.A in Shariah 
programme has been 
approved for BUK. 

For the Federal 
College of  Education in 
Kano, three affiliate 
courses were approved.

They are B.A. (Ed.) 
Islamic Studies; B.Sc. (Ed.) 
Biology Education and 
B.Sc (Ed.) Chemistry 
Education. 

For the College of  
Education, Minna, the 
affiliate courses approved 
are B.A. (Ed.) History 
Education, B.A. (Ed.) 
Hausa Education, B.A. 
(Ed.) Arabic Education, 
B.A. (Ed.) Islamic Studies,  
B.Sc. (Ed.) Biology 
Education, B.Sc.(Ed.) 
Mathematics Education, 
B.Ed. Social Studies and  
B.A. (Ed.) English 
Education. 

“The resolutions of  the 
Committee will be 
implemented without delay 
and the affected candidates 
and schools duly informed 
by the council. However, 
the results of  candidates 
who were exonerated by 
the Committee will be 
released without further 
delay.” 

Malpractice: WAEC releases withheld results of  WASSCE 2020,
2021 candidates

OAU lecturers begin strike o ver unpaid
allowance

NUC approves Shariah
degree for BUK

Make digital learning part of  accreditation
criteria, groups urge NUC, NBTE

Lawmaker gives scholarship
to 55 students

FG's out-of-school polic y unachievable
says Gov Bello

WasiuWasiu



Again, before animals are slaughtered, 

the local environmental health officer is 

expected to ensure that such animals are 

slaughtered in government-approved 

slaughter houses and abattoirs that are 

usually owned and maintained by the local 

government councils. The law also provides 

that after the post-mortem inspection of 

carcasses, the meat must be transported to 

the selling points in strict observance of all 

sanitary regulations to avoid contamination 

at any stage; all in the interest of the would-

be consumers. At all stages of meat hygiene, 

no diseased or putrefied part is to be sold 

to the members of the public at any time. 

This is, of course, aimed at safeguarding the 

health of the public members anywhere. 
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 Meat hygiene’s role in 
protecting public health
One of  the provisions 

of  the famous Public 
Health Law, Chapter 

103, Laws of  Eastern Nigeria 
of  1963 is a particular section 
that requires that all handlers of  
meant for human consumption 
must take the necessary steps, 
at every stage, to ensure that 
no part of  carcass or meat 
that is meant for consumption 
towards sustenance of  life 
turns round to endanger the 
health of  the consumers. This 
is in the stack realisation of  
the fact that apart from giving 
nourishment to the body when 
meat is consumed, every piece 
of  meat is very much capable 
of  posing health danger to the 
consumer if  it is not properly 
and sanitarily handled during 
the slaughtering, dissection, 
transportation, storage, cooking 
or serving it, hence this section 
of  the law stipulates what must 
be done to ensure that meat 
meant for human consumption 
is safe at all times in the interest 
of  public health.

In this regard, certain 
provisions have been made 
in this life-saving law to 
guarantee safe meat for human 
consumption. The first is that 
all parts of  the slaughtered 
animal which are to serve as 
meat for the public must be 
inspected professionally by the 
environmental health officer 
in charge of  the local area 
and certified fit for human 
consumption before such meat 
parts are subsequently sold to 
members of  the public to eat. 
This is to make sure that no 
part of  the slaughtered animal 
is diseased as to bring illness to 
the consumers in any way after 
consuming it. 

During the inspection of  
such carcasses, if  the health 
officer discovers that some 
or any particular part of  the 
carcass is diseased, infected 
or contains cysts of  certain 
zoonotic diseases such as 
tuberculosis and worms, he 
goes ahead to condemn such 
parts of  the carcass and orders 
that they be buried so that 
unsuspecting members of  
consumers of  meat are spared 
from possibly contracting 
tuberculosis or certain worms 

that bring illness to them. 
This is, mutatis mutandis, why 
meat inspection has remained 
a very important aspect of  the 
promotion, preservation and 
protection of  the health of  the 
people throughout the world 
in rendering public health 
services; and goes ahead to 
underscore the important role 
meat hygiene plays in realising 
public health anywhere in 
the world, particularly where 
preventive health services are 
rendered.

Again, before animals 
are slaughtered, the local 
environmental health officer 
is expected to ensure that 
such animals are slaughtered 
in government-approved 
slaughter houses and abattoirs 
that are usually owned and 
maintained by the local 
government councils. The 
law also provides that after 
the post-mortem inspection 
of  carcasses, the meat must 
be transported to the selling 
points in strict observance of  
all sanitary regulations to avoid 
contamination at any stage; all 
in the interest of  the would-
be consumers. At all stages of  
meat hygiene, no diseased or 
putrefied part is to be sold to the 
members of  the public at any 
time. This is, of  course, aimed 
at safeguarding the health of  

the public members anywhere. 
Now the question arises – are 

the provisions of  the life-saving 
Public Health Law and other 
relevant laws on meat hygiene 
enforced and obeyed in our 
midst today towards protecting 
public health? Without 
hesitation, the answer is no, 
and there are obvious reasons 
for this dangerous negation 

of  the laws on meat hygiene 
in Nigeria. In the first place is 
governmental inaction. Since 
1999 when civilian dispensation 
started again, not much 
attention has been given to the 
observation of  meat hygiene 
by past governments. Instead, 
many of  the officials had gone 
ahead to allow the butchers and 
other meat handlers to operate 
freely, particularly the local 
government councillors whose 
only aim would always be to 
collect the money accruing 
from the slaughter houses and 
do next to nothing thereafter.

On the other hand, the 
officers who are supposed to 
handle meat hygiene duties in 
our midst, the environmental 
health officers, derelict on this 
very important duty because of  
many reasons, some of  which 
include political interference, 
their shrinking numerical 
strength on daily basis as they 
retire without subsequent 
replacement through 
recruitment and fragrant 
disregard to the importance of  
meat hygiene b the powers that be. 
Today, many local government 
councils in the country have 
two or three environmental 
health officers to cater for the 
sanitary needs of  such councils 

with regard to meat inspection 
duties who are further denied 
means of  transportation to 
travel round and cover their 
area of  their jurisdiction for 
other environmental health 
duties, just as no refund of  out-
of-pocket expenses is made to 
such officers as should be done 
monthly if  they carry their 
duties while using their money 
in doing so.     

          This is why, today, all manner 
of  animals are slaughtered 
freely for human consumption 
in some areas while some 
slaughter houses have offensive 
effluvia year round. In other 
cases, ‘mama put’ vendors go 
to the nearest markets and buy 
decaying and putrefying pieces 
of  meat, tomatoes, vegetables, 
etc and use them to prepare 
and sell food to the consuming 
public members unchecked as 
the officers to carry out this 
duty of  checking them are not 
just there, and what they need 
to perform these duties not 
provided to the few available to 
the detriment of  public health 
in our midst. 

Indeed, meat hygiene duties 
should be improved in our 
midst, and the situations that 
hinder them remedied in the 
overall interest of  public health.
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“Today the strongest opposition of Buhari 
is from the North: Buba Galadima, Junaid 

Mohammed, Atiku Abubakar, Kwankwaso, 
Tambuwal, Makarfi, Dankwambo. Imagine if 
these were Igbos opposing the presidency 
of their kinsman: Some people would have 
used it to wax an award-winning song. All 

comedians would have used it on every show. 
Every post on Facebook or Twitter and article 

in the newspapers would have referred to 
“Igbos being their worst enemies!!!”

T
here is a false narrative that 
has been peddled over the 
years to stereotype the Igbos 

and make them believe that they 
never agree on anything. 

No ethnic group or zone 
agrees on any political issue in 
Nigeria. There has never been any 
time any part of  Nigeria agreed to 
allow only one of  them to contest 
for the presidency. 

Let me not list the intra-ethnic 
crises of  the First Republic or the 
intra-zonal coups and killings that 
dot our history.

In 1983, six politicians 
contested the presidential 
election: 3 from the North, 2 
from the Southwest, one from 
the Southeast. North - (Aminu 
Kano of  PRP, Waziri Ibrahim 
of  GNPP, and Shehu Shagari of  
the NPN). Southwest - (Obafemi 
Awolowo from the UPN and 
Tunji Braithwaite from the NAP). 
Southeast - (Nnamdi Azikiwe from 
the NPP). Aminu Kano controlled 
Kano, Ibrahim controlled Borno. 
Both of  them contested against 
their fellow Northerner Shagari 
both in 1979 and 1983 despite the 
risk of  splitting the Northern vote 
and making Shagari lose. None of  
them stepped down for Shagari 
on both occasions. Imagine if  that 
was done by three Igbo politicians. 

In 1999, Bola Ige and Olu Falae 
contested the AD ticket from the 
Southwest. None of  them stepped 
down for the other. 

When Falae was chosen, it 
saddened Ige so much that it 
led to a division in both the AD 
and Afenifere. Ogbonnaya Onu 
of  the APP (ANPP) stepped 
down for Falae, but neither Falae 
nor Obasanjo (both from the 
Southwest stepped down for each 
other in the presidential election).

 Obasanjo was declared the 
winner of  the election. Falae did 
not accept the result. He went 
to court. Yet nobody used this 
against the Southwest as lacking 
in unity. Imagine if  Ige, Falae, and 
Obasanjo were Igbos. 

Meanwhile, in the PDP 
primaries, Obasanjo defeated 
Ekwueme because Jim Nwobodo 
contested in the primaries and got 
a few votes that could not have 
made any difference if  added 
to Ekwueme’s votes, it has been 
used as a story to vilify the Igbos 
as lacking in unity. Meanwhile, 
while Ige was not happy that Falae 
was chosen as AD candidate over 
him, and while Falae was angry 
that Obasanjo was declared the 
winner, Ekwueme who was not 
Obasanjo’s kinsman congratulated 
Obasanjo after the PDP primaries 
and went with him to campaign in 
the Southeast, raising Obasanjo’s 
hand in different campaign 
grounds in the Southeast. 

In 2007, Muhammadu Buhari, 

Atiku Abubakar, and Umaru 
Musa Yar’Adua all contested the 
presidential election. None of  
these 3 Northerners stepped down 
for the other. When Yar’Adua was 
declared the winner, the others 
went to court.

 In 2011, Nuhu Ribadu, Ibrahim 
Shekarau, and Muhammadu 
Buhari contested against Goodluck 
Jonathan in spite of  the risk that 
their votes might be split and give 
Jonathan an advantage. 

The three of  them lost to 
Jonathan. Maybe the result would 
have been different if  they joined 
forces. Imagine if  these three were 
Igbo politicians. 

In 2014/2015, some of  the 
fiercest opponents of  Jonathan 
were from the South-south led by 
Rotimi Amaechi.

 Today the strongest 
opposition of  Buhari is from the 
North: Buba Galadima, Junaid 
Mohammed, Atiku Abubakar, 
Kwankwaso, Tambuwal, 
Makarfi, Dankwambo. Imagine 
if  these were Igbos opposing the 
presidency of  their kinsman: 
Some people would have used it 
to wax an award-winning song. 
All comedians would have used it 
on every show.

Every post on Facebook 
or Twitter and article in the 
newspapers would have referred 
to “Igbos being their worst 
enemies!!!”

 Some gubernatorial elections 
had been held in recent times. In 
Bayelsa State, about 20 people 
were killed because of  a contest 
between kinsmen. 

In Edo, the opposition 
went to court after the result 
was announced. In Ekiti, the 
opposition went to court too. 

But in Anambra, not only was 
there no report of  violence, all 
the top contestants congratulated 
Soludo and vowed not to contest 
the result in court despite their 
misgivings about the conduct of  
the election. 

Yet, the narrative is that 
“Igbos don’t speak with one 
voice”, “Igbos hate themselves” 
(the correct expression should 
actually be “Igbos don’t love one 
another.”) 

But interestingly when the 
Igbos speak with the so-called one 
voice by voting for one candidate, 
the music changes to: “Igbos put 
their eggs in one basket;” “Igbos 
are clannish.” 

The bottom line is that 
something must always be said to 
maintain the narrative that there is 
something wrong with the Igbos.  

If  it is not that the Igbos 
are disunited, it is that they are 
politically unwise, don’t go to 
school, can’t survive in their land, 
or love money more than Lucifer, 
etc. Some Igbos have even 
ignorantly bought this narrative. 
But only Igbos who don’t 
understand the reason behind 
this narrative believe it or join in 
spreading it.

 Let me repeat: Based on the 
facts available, no ethnic group 

or zone speaks with the so-called 
one voice in Nigeria, infact, Igbos 
speak with one voice more than 
other tribes!  In every society, 
there are individuals who disagree 
with others. There is never a time 
everybody agrees on a thing.

That is how life is. Let people 
stop this singling out of  the Igbos 
for all these narratives that are 
not backed by any statistics. Stop 
flying this the divisive kite. It is 
lame and outdated. 

The 2023 presidency election 
is around the corner, it is no more 
news that some illustrious sons of  
Igbo nation have shown interest to 
rule Nigeria if  the chance is given. 

What is it that is left of  us than 
to galvanise support, funds, ideas, 
strategies to achieve this goal and 
which is an Igbo president from a 
southeast extraction. 

For sure, since independent, 
the Igbos have narrowly escaped 
clinching to power or rather been 
denied of  power. This has brought 
an unprecedented anarchy in 
various forms, affecting economic 
and leverage the very one peaceful 
nation known as the giant of  
Africa. 

For equity and fairness, 
the Igbos deserve a right and a 
position. For positive change 
in social, economic, religious, 
political, and cultural exigencies, 
the Igbos must be given a chance. 
It is time for total support to 
achieve this and the time is now.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Deceitful campaign against Igbo presidency:  

Time to act is now

Makar

Kwankwaso

DankwamboAtikuMohammed

Galadima

Tambuwal

Buhari
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Special report

...as IPAC Chairman lambasts Atiku campaign team’s activities in South-East

Activist says political parties 
keeping Ndigbo waiting on 
presidency project

A Human Rights 
Activist, Emperor 
Ogbonna has said that 
nobody should doubt 
the determination of  
Igbo leaders and Igbos 
in general to support 
any of  their sons to 
emerge as the president 
of  Nigeria come 2023.

Speaking to journalists 
in Aba, the firebrand 
lawyer however said that 
the only reason why it 
seems as if  nothing much 
is being heard right now 
is that nobody knows 
what the major political 
parties want to do.

He said that since the 
political parties are yet 
to have their conventions 
and decide on zoning, it 
will be difficult for the 
real politicking to begin, 
stressing that once 
the two main political 
parties in Nigeria and 
others decide, Igbos will 
not sit on the fence.

“Trust me, once it 
is clear that the south 
is to produce the next 
president, there would 
be alignments and 
realignment of  interests 
and you would see how 
the Igbos shall unite and 
support their own. 

“Also, once the parties 
conduct their primaries 
and an Igbo person 
wins the endorsement 
of  a major party, many 
would drop the issue of  
secession and embrace 
Igbo presidency, and 
unite behind their son.

“It shall happen. Let’s 
just wait for the zoning 
issue to be sorted out. 
Once that happens, you 
will see handshakes 
across the Niger and 
consolidation within the 
South-East.”

The renowned lawyer 

said that of  a truth, 
Igbos are divided on 
this issue of  a Nigerian 
president of  Igbo 
extraction, adding that 
while some Igbos want 
Igbos to break away from 
Nigeria, others want the 
next person to be sworn 
in as the president of  
Nigeria to be someone 
from the South East.

He however said 
that such issues will be 
sorted out soon, adding 
that if  an Igbo person 
is elected president, the 
majority of  the problems 
bedeviling Nigeria today 
as it relates to secession 
would cease.

He cited examples 
of  how the emergence 
of  Chief  Olusegun 

Igara has said that the 
technical committee 
leader, Atiku Abubakar 
presidential campaign, 
High Chief  Raymond 
Dokpesi has shown he 
has a dead conscience.

Dokpesi, technical 
committee leader, Atiku 
Abubakar presidential 
campaign, in Umuahia, 
Abia State capital 
solicited support for a 
one-term presidency 
for the former Vice 
President from the 
South-East.

He said that if  elected, 
Atiku would rule for 
a single term of  four 
years, which would pave 
way for the South-East 
to produce the president 
in 2027.

Reacting to Dokpesi’s 
comment, Igara said 
that it is unfortunate 
that despite the injustice 
causing problems in 
Nigeria, some people do 
not want the problems 
to be solved as they 
keep calling for more 
injustice.

“It’s unfortunate that 
Dokpesi is championing 
this kind of  advocacy 
against the South East 
Zone at this critical 
time despite the current 
maginalization that is 
glaring to everyone.

“He has a dead 
conscience and that’s 
why he could come 
to the South East to 
talk about this kind 
of  advocacy. Let it be 
known to everyone 
who cares to listen that 
whoever must come to 
equity must come with 
clean hands.

“Nigeria is still having 
problems due to the 
level of  injustices to the 
south east, unless it’s 
correctly addressed, we 
will remain at square 
one. Mark my words.”

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

“It’s unfortunate that Dokpesi is 

championing this kind of advocacy 

against the South East Zone at this critical 

time despite the current maginalization 

that is glaring to everyone. “He has a 

dead conscience and that’s why he 

could come to the South East to talk 

about this kind of advocacy. Let it be 

known to everyone who cares to listen 

that whoever must come to equity must 

come with clean hands.

Obasanjo as president 
in 1999 helped to calm 
the South-West after 
what happened to Chief  
Moshood Abiola.

“The Niger Delta 
people felt marginalised 
and they started bombing 
the creeks and pipeline. 
The Nigerian nation 
quelled it by bringing in 
Goodluck Jonathan as 
the vice president who 
later became president.

“Now the Igbos 
are causing their own 
trouble as a result of  
marginalization and the 
only solution to unite 
the country is to bring 
an Igbo man on board 
as president.”

He also said that it 
is true that many Igbos 
have declared to run for 
president, but reiterated 
that some of  those 
interested are waiting for 
their parties to decide on 
the zoning formula.

Emperor also said 
that until primaries are 
done and concluded, 
it is difficult to know 
which aspirant is 
serious, adding that 
Igbos are ever ready to 
do the right thing when 
the need arises.

Meanwhile in a 
related development, 
an Igbo leader and Abia 
State Chairman, Inter 
Party Advisory Council 
(IPAC), Hon. Ceekay 

Ogbonna 

Igara 
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News Feature

Reconcile Ngige, Uba, Moghalu, 
others ahead of  National 
Convention - APC tells Buni 

A
head of  the sched -
uled February 26 
National Conven-

tion of  the All Progres-
sive Congress (APC), the 
factional Secretary of  the 
party in Anambra State, 
Barrister Chukwuma Agu -
pugo, has called on the 
party  National Caretaker 
and Extra-Ordinary Con -
vention Planning Commit -
tee (CECPC), Chairman, 
Governor Mai Mala Buni, 
to organise a reconcilia-
tion meeting to reconcile 
Senator Chris Ngige, Sen -
ator Andy Uba and Chief  
George Moghalu.

Others are Senator 
Stella Oduah, Senator 
Margret Okadigbo, Senator 
Joy Emodi, Engr. Bath 
Nwibe, the eleven 2021 
governorship aspirants 
of  the party and all other 
aggrieved members, to 
position the party ahead 
of  the national electoral 
process.

News Echo gathered 
that the Anambra State 
Chapter of  the party, has 
for some time now be 
involved in leadership crisis 
between the Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Senator Chris Ngige 
and the immediate past 

governorship candidate of  
the party in the November 
6, 2021 governorship poll, 
Senator Andy Uba, over 
who controls the state 
affairs.

Agupugo, who spoke to 
Journalists, on Monday, 
in reaction to the just 
concluded State congress 
that produced Chief  Basil 
Ejidike, as the newly elected 
Chairman of  the party in 
Anambra State, through 
voice vote, noted that if  
the aggrieved factions are 
not reconciled as soon as 
possible, Anambra chapter 
will not participate in the 
February 26, exercise.

He said those who 
gathered and conducted the 
purported congress, did so 
on their own risk, arguing 
that the state chapter is yet 
to conduct its congress.

In his words; I am not 
surprised to hear that 
some people conducted a 
purported state congress on 
Sunday, because there have 
been these desperations 
by some individuals in 
the party to concoct  what 
seems like congress. 

There was no congress 
in the party on Sunday. 
There were reasons for that. 
There is a subsisting order 
and ruling by the court of  
appeal filed by Barr. Emeka 

Ibe by the judgement 
secured by Onyekwere 
Uzochukwu. That order 
emanated from the court 
of  appeal and directed 
that the status quo should 
be maintained, where the 
former chairman, Emeka 
Ibe was returned as the 
state chairman of  the party. 
That notwithstanding, the 
order I believe was duly 
served on us and to the 
national Secretariat of  the 
party. I particularly wrote 
a memo to the national 
Secretariat requesting their 
directive and intervention 
to that effect, and even 
until now, none of  the reply 
has come back to the party 
in the state.

Consequent upon that, 
I do not believe that the 
party would be blind to that 
judgement. Of  course you 
know that no matter how 
big or small a court order 
is, it is meant to be obeyed.

 We also received a court 
order by some people, 
about 18 local government 
Chairmen, who went to 
court, asking the court to 
grant them relief  on the fact 
that their tenure had not 
elapsed, and as such, no 
congresses should be held 
in Anambra. Only on 25th, 
we got information that the 
people who went to court 

secured an order and the 
next day, we received the 
order, which was also served 
on the national Secretariat.

I think the next day, we 
heard that the purported 
ward congresses were to go 
on, and if  anybody was to 
pay a blind eye and deaf  ears 
to this, that person must be 
a serial court offender, and 
what is imminent is that if  
Anambra produces a list 
for the national convention, 
that convention may be null 
and void because people 
will go to court.

The judgement, rulings, 
orders are public documents 
and anyone can lay hands 
on it. This is to tell you that 
the party in Anambra does 
not know about the congress 
held on Sunday, at Marble 
Ark Hotel Awka.

Well, given the situation, 
one should expect that 
Anambra will go to the 
national convention 
with Barr. Emeka Ibe as 
chairman because of  the 
subsisting court orders. The 
lower court of  Anambra and 
the appeal court have given 
almost similar order.

I have documents that 
can help you, in one of  the 
documents, we asked the 
National Secretariat to call 
the stakeholders to a meeting 
to talk this out at once.

We want discussion and 
dialogue to resolve things. 
If  we do not resolve this 
and we go to the  national 
convention with delegates 
outside the directive of  the 
court, anything outside it is 
an invitation to a nullification 
of  the convention. People 
will lay hands on it.

“There are two subsisting 
orders which must be 
obeyed. The court remain 
the last hope of  the common 
man.

I am advising the National 
Secretariat to get in touch 
with the stakeholders and 
ensure cohesion through 
invitation to a round table 
discussion to end the rift 
between Anambra APC 
leaders.

As for those said to be 
committee to monitor the 
congress, anyone can claim 
to be anything. We even 
heard that INEC was not 
there and you know they 
have to be there to observe. 
The right things were not 
done, and you know they 
did not even sell forms. You 
cannot conduct congresses 
secretly, people should be 
allowed to participate.

Agupugo, appealed to 
members to stop libelous 
social media attacks against 
its leaders and members for 
the  sake of  peace and unity.

From Chuma Austin, Enugu

• Moghalu• Uba• Ngige
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Amalgamated Drivers warns members
working against state govt
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the reform 
in the Imo City Trans-
port System, the driv-

ers under the aegis of   Imo 
State Amalgamated Drivers 
Association has been urged 
to support government pol -
icies and directives to make 
the commercial transport 
business better.

This call was made by the 
president of  the association, 
Elder Anaelechi Ukanwune 
aka Obowo during a meet -
ing of  the association held 
in Owerri. He disclosed 
that the drivers should align 
with the Imo state govern -
ment on painting their com-
mercial vehicles which is 
mandatory for every com -
mercial driver in the state.  
He advised the drivers to 
report cases of  defaulters 
to the appropriate quar-
ters for  further sanctions 
and fine. He disclosed that 
some drivers are being stub-
born in that regard thereby 
hiding under the student 
shuttle bus to register their 
vehicles, adding that it was 
misleading and has heavy 
consequences.

He noted that it has been 
discovered that some per -
sons have been attending 
meetings that are against 
the rules of  the association 
thereby aligning themselves 
with past administrations 
to undermine the progress 
of  the present government. 
He maintained that such at-
titude is detrimental to the 
growth and development of  
commercial transport sys -
tem.

He also urged the drivers 
to maintain their routes as 
stated in the biometric cap -
ture and verification as he 

emphasized that such ac -
tion of  veering off  approved 
routes will warrant arrest 
from the security opera-
tives.

Obowo further urged 
the drivers to desist from 
over-speeding and continue 
to obtain their daily pur -
chase of  ticket, saying that 
the process will also gen -
erate revenue for the state 
government. He equally 
expressed thanks to the 
governor for not mounting 
pressure and the use of  in -
timidation to follow the 
drivers, stressing that it is 
a sign of  a good working 
relationship with the gov -
ernment. He promised on 
behalf  of  the association to 
support the government of  
the day.

Obowo also thanked the 
chairman of  NURTW, 
Hon. Chief  Samuel Ude 
for carrying the members 
of  Amalgamated Drivers 
Association along in his 
administration as the chair -
man National union while 
urging drivers to carry 
their membership I D cards 
along.

Speaking to newsmen, the 
unit head in charge of  load -
ing and off  loading Engr. 
Nwosu Onyekachi remind -
ed the drivers on the need 
to load and offload in the 
parks which will reduce the 
blockage of  the roads and 
allow for ease flow of  traf -
fic. He urged them not to 
forget the necessary things 
needed before they com-
mence work which include 
buying of  tickets, emblem 
and ensure they have waste 
bin baskets in their vehicles 
for their passengers’ use and 
for a cleaner environment.

The chairman of  Timber 

and Allied Drivers Welfare 
Association (TADWA0, 
Chief  Gregory Udogwu 
stated that the Imo com -
mercial drivers have good 
intention and thanked the 
governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodinma for transform-
ing the transport system. 
He however expressed dis -
pleasure over the activities 
of  touts who intimidate and 

extort drivers, this he said 
impedes on their business. 
He also cautioned drivers 
to respect the government 
and have regard for human 
lives as he noted that no 
lives need to be loss wheth -
er human and animals. The 
president of  the association 
also seized the opportunity 
to inaugurate the new exec -
utive of  MCC route.

G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  
Imo State has 

commiserated with the 
Editor of  Sunday Sun, 
Mr. Chidi Nnadi, on the 
death of  his beloved wife, 
Mrs. Hope Kelechi Nna -
di, Nee Ejeka.

Mrs. Nnadi reportedly 
died in a Lagos hospital, 
aged 50. A statement by 
Governor Uzodimma’s 
Chief  Press Secretary and 
Media Adviser, Oguwike 
Nwachuku said his prin -
cipal was saddened over 
the death of  Mrs. Nnadi 
at such a young age.

Uzodimma added that 

it is a pity Mrs. Nnadi 
also died when the fami -
ly and society needed her 
services  most, describing 
the circumstances of  her 
passing as unfortunate. 
The Governor particu-
larly expressed his heart-
felt sympathy to the de -
ceased’s husband and 
children, the entire Nnadi 
and Ejeka families as well 
as their friends and well 
wishers over the sad loss. 
Uzodimma prayed God 
to grant them His grace 
and the fortitude to bear 
the huge loss and for Mrs. 
Nnadi, a peaceful repose 
of  her soul.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
candidate for the 

Anambra State 2021 gov -
ernorship election, Senator 
Andy Uba has hailed the 
successful conduct of  State 
Congress in the Anambra 
State Chapter of  the party.

News Echo reports that 
the Anambra State Con -
gress of  the All Progres -
sives Congress (APC) be -
gan with Ward Congresses 
across the 326 wards and 
LG Congresses in the 
21 LGAs of  the state on 
Wednesday, 26th and Fri -
day, 28th January respec -
tively and climaxed with 
the successful conduct of  
State Congress that on 
Sunday, 30th at the Marble 
Arch Hotel, Awka.

The congress was over -
seen by the Chief  Friday 
Nwanozie Nwosu led 
7-man Congress Commit -
tee set up by the National 

Caretaker Committee of  
the party.

The seamless exercise 
saw Chief  Basil Ejidike 
emerge as State Chair-
man of  the Anambra State 
Chapter APC. He is ex -
pected to lead other elected 
officers of  the party in the 
state to pilot the affairs of  
the party in the state in line 
with the party’s constitu -
tion.

Deputy Director, Media 
and Publicity Sen. Andy 
Uba Governorship Cam-
paign Organisation, Ike-
chukwu Emeka Onyia in 
a statement made available 
to newsmen, said “Sen. 
Uba, who has been on 
ground in Anambra like 
most leaders of  the party 
for the congresses, urged 
the newly elected officers 
of  the party to work as -
siduously to reposition the 
APC into a party that Ndi 
Anambra would, going for-
ward, willingly align with 
for the greater development 
of  the state.

Medical and hospital equipment distributed by Governor Ikpeazu to selected hospitals in 17 LGAs of the State.

The chairman of  MCC 
route, Mr. Chijioke Felix 
in his response thanked the 
governor for commencing 
the rehabilitation of  the 
MCC road for the past 3 
years and urged the contrac-
tors to fasten the construc -
tion before the rains com -
mence.

The association also 
seized the opportunity to 

suspend its vice president, 
Mrs. Vivian Chikezie who 
doubles as the chairman of  
Female Drivers Association 
together with the secretary,  
Chidinma Angela for play -
ing anti-government and at -
tending meeting of  the past 
administration without pri -
or permission from the asso-
ciation which goes against 
the rule of  the association.

Sen. Uba, the leading in -
vestor in the development 
of  Education in the state, 
who spoke immediately af -
ter the election of  the state 
officers in Awka said: “I 
congratulate all the leaders, 
stakeholders and members 
of  our great party, APC in 
the state for their peaceful 
conduct during the just 
concluded All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) State 
Congress. It won’t have 
happened without your re -
solve and commitment to 
facilitating a smooth and 
successful congress and I 
salute you all.

“I also congratulate 
Chief  Basil Ejidike and 
other elected state officers; 
as well as the entire officers 
of  the party elected in the 
326 wards and 21 LGAs 
across the state”. “Let me 
also counsel that your posi-
tions are not for fancy; rath-
er, by your election, you 
have been entrusted with 
the onerous responsibility 
to diligently carry out as -

signments on behalf  of  our 
teeming member across the 
state. Like other leaders 
and members of  our great 
party who have reposed 
enormous confidence in 
your respective abilities to 
excel in the discharge of  
the responsibilities of  your 
respective offices, it is my 
hope that you will embark 
on engagements that will 
strengthen the party in the 
state. 

”In very simple terms 
therefore, I urge you to 
work to unite and reposi -
tion the party as we grad -
ually dovetail into a major 
election year that 2023 rep-
resents.
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Ngige to declare 2023 presidential
ambition in April
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Minister of  La -
bour and Employ-
ment, Senator Chris 
Ngige has said that 
he will declare his 

presidential ambition in April.
Ngige stated this in Awka, the 

Anambra State capital, over the 
weekend, during the empower -
ment of  some graduate trainees 
in the state by his ministry.

Some beneficiaries of  the em-
powerment led by one Nancy 
Okafor, had raised a motion on 
the occasion asking Ngige to 
join the 2023 presidential race 
without further delay.

Describing the former Anam-
bra State  governor as a man 
of  the people who had shown 
demonstrable effectiveness in 
leadership, the beneficiaries, 
mostly women,  unanimously 
asked him not  to delay a min -
ute anymore in declaring his 
presidential ambition .

Responding, Ngige said, “My 
Easter terminal date for consul-
tation has not expired. So, I am 
begging you people to concede 
me my right to do consultations 
till Easter. Easter is not too far 
away. It is two months away. 
Easter is in April.

So, let us exercise some pa -
tients. By Easter we shall have 
something like this ( empower -
ment) again and we shall talk.  
He said the empowerment 
which was phase II in the series 
was for those who would  use 
the  items allotted to them  to 

further their businesses.
“The generators here will 

help those who have barbing 
salons to increase the number 
of  barbing salons they have. If  
you have one, you are starting 
a second one now. The women 
here who are also hairdressers, 
the generators will also help you 
in starting the second branch of  
your hair salon; even if  you’re 
going to combine with another 
person so that you can share the 
profits.

“This generator will make 
you an investor and an entre -
preneur. That is empowerment. 
Many people misunderstand 
empowerment. It is not a dash 
for you to go and carry the ma -
terial and sell. If  you sell any of  
these items we will arrest you 
with the police. You must use it 
to create further employment. It 
is a job creation programme.

“For the women again, you 
can see your grinders, industrial 
grinders called threshers. They 
are here for you. You will grind 
times 10 of  whatever you have 
been doing before with these big 
ones. You will use them to earn 
a living.

“We do not want to discour -
age farmers. There are water 
pumps there to suck water from 
streams or rivers to irrigate your 
farms, mild irrigation especially 
vegetable producers. Most of  
the women produce vegetables 
that they sell. 

“When women make money, 
they use it to buy food and other 
important things for their chil -

dren. But when men make mon-
ey, sometimes they may spend it 
at the beer palour but you spend 
your own at home. So, the wa -
ter pumping machines are for 

mild irrigation, small scale ag -
riculture. You use it to suck out 
water from the water reservoir 
into your farms. We have oth -
er things here but these bags of  

Ngige

rice here are my own personal 
donation,” Ngige stated.

The Minister said the  em -
powerment items were in  the 
neighbourhood of  about N45 
to N50 million, adding tha t 
“before the end of  the year, our 
target is to touch close to 3,000 
people from Anambra on blue 
collar jobs; train them well, give 
them the skills and empower -
ment so that they can employ 
themselves.

“Like the director from the 
skills department of  my min -
istry said, the white collar jobs 
are scarce now. We are creat -
ing blue collar jobs with these. 
There are very few vacancies. 
But if  you employ yourselves 
with these materials, you will 
be happy. You will feed your -
selves and be able to take care 
of  your family needs.

“Today, the preponderance 
is that we give APC members 
“addresses”. You must have an 
address where one can locate 
you as your business enterprise. 
So, I congratulate all of  you.

“I want to use this opportuni-
ty to tell you to inform others 
at home that this is phase two, 
that we are planning phase 
three. More members of  the 
party will benefit from phase 
three. We’ll even do phase four.

“And when we do programme 
phase four, other members of  
the party who didn’t get now 
will get. The essence being that 
I want our party members to 
have addresses; I want them to 
have skills.

“So, be patient. We will be 
doing it stage by stage. We 
have programme number 
three which will come in three 
months time; programme num-
ber four will come in another 
three or two months time after 
that.

 “We have two specialist skills 
acquisition centres in Anam -
bra. We have one in Alor and 
another in Ifitedunu. They’re 
all going on seeing for training 
as from the end of  next month; 
February ending or latest 
March.

“We will be having a series 
of  training there. And after the 
training, you will be given cer -
tificates as graduates. When 
you get certificates, you will 
either get our empowerment 
or you go to the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN) and they will 
then do something for you.

“Same goes for NDE which 
is our parastatal. NDE will 
start up their own programmes 
too and you will all join the pro-
gramme. These programmes 
are being facilitated by the De -
partment of  Skills in my minis -
try”, Ngige stated.

“
I want to use this oppor tunity to tell 

you to inform others at home that this is 
phase two, that we are planning phase 
three. More members of  the party will 
benefit from phase three . We’ll even do

 phase four. “And when we do 
programme phase four, other members

 of  the party who didn’t get now will get.
 The essence being that I w ant our party

 members to have addresses; I w ant 
them to have skills. “So, be patient.
 We will be doing it stag e by stage. 
We have programme number three 

which will come in three months time;
 programme number four will come in

 another three or two months time after that. 
 “We have two specialist skills acquisition 
centres in Anambra. W e have one in Alor 

and another in Ifitedunu. They’re all g oing 
on seeing for training as from the end 

of  next month; February ending or 
latest March.

Group nominates Ondo Governor’s 
wife for Owerri senate seat
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
social political group, 
Concern Citizens of  
Owerri, has nominat -

ed the wife of  Ondo State Gov -
ernor, Betty Anyanwu-Akered -
olu, for Owerri Senatorial Zone 
in 2023, saying she stands out 
among other contestants due to 
her benevolence, godliness, hu -
manitarian services, projects and 
empowerment at Owerri zone 
and neighboring communities.

The group through its lead -
er, Hon. Ifeanyi Nwachukwu, 
disclosed that the wife of  the 
Ondo State Governor who is a 
native of  Emeabiam in Owerri 
west LGA has done many good 
things for Owerri people, saying 
several Igbo sons and daughters 
have been employed to work in 
Edo State in both the ministry, 
government house and local gov-
ernment levels as many get polit-
ical appointments, many doing 

well in their private businesses, 
courtesy of  her, describing her as 
a worthy sister and daughter of  
Owerri zone who deserved the 
senate seat.

Nwachukwu who said “Ower-
ri zone has realized that women 
can represent Owerri zone better 
than men, and we have seen a 
qualified sister and daughter to 
represent Owerri zone at the sen-
ate”, noted that the people have 
unanimously accepted to send 
her to the senate to continue in 
her good work to the zone.

“It is only in Ondo State they 
have S.A on Igbo Matters, cour -
tesy of  Her Excellency, Chief  
Mrs. Betty Anyanwu- Akered -
olu. In Ondo State they have 
two Owerri zone indigenes of  
Mbaise extraction as councilors, 
courtesy of  this woman. She is 
the First Lady of  Ondo State, yet 
she attracted NNDC to work on 
Emebiam road that link other 
communities of  the zone.



News Echo 

  

Wednesday 2 - Thursday 3  February, 2022   

               

                                  Page 14

Issues

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Deal with officers 
extorting motorists in 
South East  - Group to IGP
T

he Inspector-General 
of  Police (IGP), 
Usman Alkali Baba 

has been charged by Youth 
and Students Advocates 
for Development Initiatives 
(YSAD) to be more proactive 
in stopping his men from 
extorting motorists on 
Federal Highways in the 
South-East rather than 
issuing mere orders.

Chief  Executive Officer of  
YSAD, Obinna Nwagbara, 
during a Press Conference 
in Aba said that from Aba to 
Umuahia, Enugu to Nsukka, 
Okigwe to Owerri, Owerri 
to Port Harcourt, Umuikaa 
Junction to Owerri, Aba 
to Ikot- Ekpene and across 
several major roads in the 
region, uniform men are 
making life unbearable for 
business people.

Nwagbara said that an 
immense amount of  hours 
are lost daily on account of  
multiple checkpoints set up 
ostensibly for the purpose 
of  extorting motorists and 
other road users and called 
on President, President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
demonstrate leadership by 
compelling the leadership 
of  various law enforcement 
agencies in Nigeria to call 
their men to order. 

He also urged the 
leadership of  sister security 
agencies to the police to do 
more than mere issuing of  
orders to their subordinates 
and save Nigeria from another 
ENDSARS experience and 
equally called on motorists to 
obey traffic rules at all times.

“It is unfortunate that the 
issue of  extortion on our 
roads continues to multiply 
with reckless abandon, with 
perpetrators unashamedly 
going about their ugly 
activities in the full glare 
of  the public, including 
innocent children.

“In addition to the 
multiple checkpoints on 
the major highways, roads 
within the cities are also not 

free for motorists because of  
the activities of  extortionate 
officials desperately making 
life unbearable for hard-
working Nigerians.

“Scores of  lives have been 
lost at these checkpoints in 
the last few years as trigger-
happy officials readily point 
the guns at those who fail 
to pay these bribes; the 
outcome in most cases have 
been lethal.”

He added that it is 
disappointing to note that 
despite countless orders 
for the dismantling of  
these illegal checkpoints by 
various IGs of  Police, the 
story continues to get worse. 

Nwagbara said that he 
finds it strange that rather 
than have reduced or zero 
checkpoints in line with the 
express orders of  the police 
leadership, Nigerians are 
continuing to see more of  
these checkpoints in their 
cities or while they commute 
interstate. 

“Shall we also forget a 
recent resolution passed 
by the Nigerian House 
of  Representatives last 
December, calling for 
the dismantling of  the 
checkpoints? What did we 
see last Christmas? More 
checkpoints with gun-
wielding officials engaged in 
‘open bazaar’ on our roads.

“Sadly, almost all 
checkpoint-mounting 
agencies including the police, 
army, FRSC, NDLEA, and 
various task forces across 
the states were active in this 
show of  shame on our roads 
this past yuletide, openly 
collecting bribes from 
motorists and even making 
change for those who so 
demand or who bribed with 
higher denomination. 

“Seeing all of  these, 
we were forced to ask: at 
what point did Nigerian 
roads become commercial 
banks and security and 
law enforcement agents, 
cashiers?

He said that it is the 
conviction of  YSAD that the 
stakeholders and indeed all 

citizens should be worried 
and concerned by these 
brazen acts of  corruption, at 
a time the President Buhari 
continues to talk about anti-
corruption campaigns and 
programmes.  

Nwagbara said that 
following YSAD’s 
engagement with several 
agencies of  government 
last year in addition to 
their well-attended Youth 
Summit and Stakeholders’ 
Dialogue held in Aba and 
Owerri respectively, it shall 
in the New Year build on 
the great gains made in the 
maiden edition of  their anti-
bribery campaign and make 
a greater impact in the New 
Year.  

“We are working to raise 
the level of  conversation on 
the menace of  extortion to 
get officials of  government 
across the states and Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja to 
begin to take action on this. 

“We can no longer 
watch idly as Nigerians 
are exploited and coerced 
into paying bribes by gun-
toting security and law 
enforcement personnel. 

“For us at YSAD, our 
focus is to contribute to 
building a decent society, 
where people can confidently 
and freely travel from one 
location to another, without 
being hounded or coerced 
into paying bribes by law 
enforcement agents.”

He thanked their 
supporter, VOICE, for their 
interest and support for 
the project, stressing that 
YSAD’s determination 
however is to bring to an end 
the tragic menace of  bribery 
and extortion as soon as 
practicable.

Dr. Lady Ngozi 
Okechukwu, Abia State 
Director, National 
Orientation, Agency (NOA) 
who was present during 
the press conference made 
recommendations she 
thinks will help go a long 
way in solving the menace 
of  extortion.

According to her, a set 

of  rigorous recruitment 
criteria needs to be adopted 
when hiring people into the 
force. She said this standard 
should follow global best 
practices as it will allow 
for critical assessments 
of  attitudes, motivations, 
psychological makeup, and 
quality of  more than just 
basic knowledge.

Other recommendations 
include: “Conduct 
comprehensive orientation 
of  new members of  the Police 
on rules and consequences 
regarding misconduct. 
Routine re-orientation of  
active members should also 
be adopted.

Frequent behavioral 
training should be adopted 
on an annual or bi-annual 
basis. This will help keep 
members of  the Police Force 
in sync and familiar with 
the standard of  behavior 
that is always required of  
them while discharging their 
duties.

“Frequent Legislative 
Solutions. The National 
Assembly should create 
legislation assigning 
supervisory and 
prosecutorial powers to 
PSC, NHRC, and PCC 
and room for scheduled 
public engagement and 
assessment of  the work of  
civilian oversight bodies to 
determine the effectiveness 
and build faith in the system 
again.”

She also charged 
the legislators to create 
legislation granting 
watchdog licences to Civil 
Society Organisations and 
Human Rights agencies to 
supervise and call public 
attention to accountability 
issues where necessary.

She also recommended 
that stiff  punishments should 
be introduced and efficiently 
upheld against internal 
and external interference 
of  investigations of  police 
misconduct, as this will 
serve as a deterrent against 
persons who try to influence 
or interfere with ongoing 
investigations.

Other recommendations 
are Administrative/
Systemic Solutions where 
she said that the digitalization 
of  handling complaints of  
police misconduct should 
be adopted in line with 
international best practices 
to make the job faster and 
smoother and improve 
tracking and periodic 
evaluation.

“The frequency of  
misconduct hearings/
trials should be increased 
and optimized for faster 
and fairer accountability 
processes. 

“A comprehensive 
centralized database for 
managing and tracking 
offending officers should 
be set up. This will enable 
a profiling system to be 
updated and accessed by 
authorized entities where and 
when necessary

“A strict quarterly and 
annual report breaking down 
complaints by regions, ranks, 
offences, and outcomes 
should be written and made 
available for public perusal. 
This will engender trust and 
a sense of  accountability 
towards the Police among the 
citizens.  

“Incentives for good 
behaviour among police 
officers should be employed 
whereby police officers are 
rewarded for good action 
while misconduct is severely 
punished. This has the 
potential of  making good 
behaviour competitive and 
misconduct undesirable.

“The existing metrics 
and criteria for promotion 
and performance evaluation 
should be amended to include 
consideration of  misconduct. 
This should be made elaborate 
and clearly defined by stating 
the type of  disciplinary action 
administered for an offence 
or the number of  complaints 
against a police officer. All 
these serve as a rationale for 
measuring bad behaviour.”



n Ado-Ekiti Chief  

AMagistrate's Court 
have arraigned 98 

men suspected to be political 
thugs for alleged threats to 
violence and unlawful 

 32-year-old man, 

AOjo Matthew, has 
been arrested by the 

personnel of  the Osun State 
Command of  the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC), for 
allegedly stealing a 
motorcycle in Ede, Osun 
State.

T h e  O s u n 
Commandant of  the 
NSCDC, Emmanuel 
Ocheja, also announced that 
the culprit, Ojo, who is a 

native of  Ede South Local 
Government Area, was 
caught in the act of  stealing 
the motorcycle by vigilant 
residents who alerted the 
corps.

Confirming the arrest, 
Daniel Adigun, the Public 
Relations Officer of  the 
command, told newsmen 
that upon arrest, the suspect 
confessed that his plan was 
not to steal the motorcycle.

Adigun stated that the 
suspect confessed that he 

planned to drain the fuel 
from the motorcycle so as to 
use it on his own before luck 
ran out on him.

The Command 
spokesperson, who also 
stated that the NSCDC 
Commandant had given the 
command the authorisation 
to thoroughly investigate the 
case, added that it was 
prepared and committed to 
safeguarding the lives and 

orkers of  wUmunneochi 
council in Abia 

State have been kidnapped by 
yet to be identified gunmen.

The council workers who 
were said to be returning 
from the traditional marriage 
ceremony of  their colleagues 
at about 5pm were seized by 
the gunmen at Leru, a 
boundary town between Abia 
and Imo states along the 
Enugu – Port Harcourt 
expressway.

Sources told newsmen 
that the 11 workers were 
travelling in a bus when the 
kidnappers struck.  Some of  
the workers escaped while 
the kidnappers took others 
into the bush.

Contacted, State 
President of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Local Government 
Employees, NULGE, 
Comrade Ikechi Nwaigwe, 
who confirmed the incident, 
disclosed that it has been 
reported to the Umunneochi 
Police Division and 
commended the Chairman 
of  Umunneochi council, 
Chief  Ifeanyi Madu, for his 
efforts.

He said; “Information 

reaching the NULGE office 
reveals that some members of  
our staff  from Umunneochi 
LGA were kidnapped 
yesterday about 5 pm on their 
way back from traditional 
marriage of  their colleague 
and taken into the bush along 
Enugu/Port Harcourt 
expressway within Imo/Abia 
state boundary in Leru town. 
Up to this moment, they are 
still in the custody of  the 
kidnappers.”

Nwaigwe, however, 
disclosed that the kidnappers 
have demanded a N50 
million ransom and later 
reduced it to N25 million and 
urged members of  the union 
to pray for the safe release of  
the abducted workers.

“We urge all our 
members to pray for God's 
intervention for their release. 
There's nothing God cannot 
do. With prayers all things are 
possible to them that believe 
in God.”

It was gathered that 
workers of  the council have 
been convening prayer 
sessions praying to God for 
the release of  their 
colleagues.

property of  citizens of  Osun 
State.

While warning 
miscreants to steer clear of  
the state as the corps, the 
command spokesperson 
made it known that none of  
them would escape the long 
arm of  the law and they will 
be diligently prosecuted in 
accordance to the laws of  the 
land.

unlawful possession of  
firearms, among others.

The police prosecutor, 
Samson Osubu said the 
defendants committed the 

possession of  firearms.
The defendants were 

brought before Chief  
Magistrate, Mrs Titilayo 
Ola-Olorun on charges of  
threatening violence, and 

offence on January 25 at 
Itawure along Efon Alaaye 
Highway between Osun 
State and Ekiti State border.

He said the defendants 

were armed in public 
without lawful possession in 
such a manner as to cause 
terror.

He also alleged that the 
defendants, while in eleven 
vehicles, did embark on 
unlawful procession from 
Ibadan, Oyo State, heading 

A
 22-year-old Aliyu 
Abdullahi, of  
Kasuwar Mata, 

Funtua Local Government 
Area of  Katsina State, is in 
police custody, for allegedly 
defrauding an unsuspecting 
retiree of  her gratuity, using 
her ATM card in the state.

The suspect, while 
confessing to the crime, said 
he used part of  the stolen 
money to buy himself  a car 
and a motorcycle while he 
squandered the rest.

The serial ATM fraudster 
was said to have in the past 
been arrested and arraigned in 
court for the same offence but 
yet continued in the act 
unabated.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer in the state, 
SP. Isah Gambo, made the 
disclosure while parading the 
suspect before newsmen at the 
police command.

According to 
SP Gambo, 
“Based on a tip-
off, the command 
succeeded in 
arresting one 
Aliyu Abdullahi, 
aged 22 years of  
Kasuwar Mata, 
Funtua, Katsina 
State, a serial 
ATM fraudster, 
who specializes in 
defrauding 
unsuspecting 
members of  the 
public through 
ATM swap.

“In the course of  
investigation, suspect 
confessed to have deceitfully 
swapped the ATM card of  one 
Maryam Sale of  Sharar Pipes, 
Katsina and withdrew all her 
life time savings, including 
her gratuity, the sum of  one 
million, eight hundred and 
forty-six thousand naira (N1, 
846,000).

“The suspect, in the 
course of  investigation 
confessed to committing the 
offence, saying that he bought 
one “Hennessy motor” at the 
rate of  five hundred thousand 
naira and one motorcycle 
TVZ, at the rate of  N323,000 
naira. However, the sum of  
one hundred and fifty 
thousand naira cash was 
recovered in his possession. 
Investigation is ongoing,” 
Gambo said.

to Ado-Ekiti for the just-
concluded Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
primary.

He added that the 
defendants unlawfully have 
in their possession, two 
pump action guns, three 
locally-made pistols, six 
Dane guns, 98 cartridges, 
knives, cutlass and charm.

According to him, the 
offences contravene Sections 
516, 80, 88 and Section 4 and 
are punishable under 
Section 27(b) (c) of  Firearms 
Act Laws of  Federation of  
Nigeria, 2004.

The prosecutor asked 
the court for an adjournment 
to enable him to study the 
case file and assemble his 
witnesses.

The defendants, 
however, pleaded not guilty 
to the charges preferred 
against them.

Their counsels, Mr 
Odunayo Okunade, Mr 
Busuyi Ayorinde and Mr 
Chris Omokhafe, 
respectively, urged the court 
to grant them bail.
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ATM fraudster robs
retiree of  gratuity, buys
car, motorc ycle

Gunmen kidnap 11 council
workers in Abia
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he Federal TGovernment has 
engaged with the 

Major Oil Marketers 
Association of  Nigeria 
(MOMAN) over the N3 

he Central Bank of  TNigeria has 
disbursed a total of  

N23.2bn to 28 firms whose 
projects satisfied the apex 
bank's criteria for '100 for 
100 Policy for Production 
and Productivity.' 

It disclosed that this 
was after 243 firms 
submitted applications with 
projects valued at 
N321.06bn for the 100 by 
100 loan scheme. 

The CBN Governor, 
Godwin Emefiele, disclosed 
this in Abuja on Monday 
while presenting the 
cheques to the beneficiary 
companies through seven 
participating financial 
institutions. 

The companies 
comprise 14 manufacturing 
firms, 12 agricultural 
companies, and two 
healthcare firms

The PPP is CBN's 
policy initiative unveiled 
last year at the launch of  the 
E-naira initiative to 
accelerate manufacturing 
output, and promote further 

diversification of  the 
nation's economy to enable 
faster growth of  non-oil 
exports. 

Under the policy, 
eligible companies in 
priority sectors are to be 
screened and 100 
companies will be selected 
to receive funding from the 
CBN every 100 days, 
beginning from November 1 
2021. 

The selection of  
subsequent beneficiaries 
will be rolled over every 100 
days with new sets of  100 
companies. 

He said, “For this first 
cycle of  the initiative ending 
today, 243 applications 
valued at N321.06bn, 
spread over key sectors such 
as agriculture, energy, 
healthcare, manufacturing, 
and services sectors were 
submitted on the portal.

“A f t e r  m u c h 
engagement, 79 
applications were received 
from banks, valued at 
N121.87bn, for projects in 
six sectors, namely 

agriculture, energy, 
healthcare, manufacturing, 
mining, and services 
sectors. 

 “The requests were 
carefully screened and 
scrutinised against set-out 
selection criteria, which is 
categorised into production 
efficiency and scalability; 
local content capacity; job 
creation and human capital 
development; operating 
sector relevance; and 
potential contribution to 
economic growth. 

“The requests were 
carefully screened and 
scrutinised against set-out 

selection criteria, which is 
categorised into production 
efficiency and scalability; 
local content capacity; job 
creation and human capital 
development; operating 
sector relevance; and 
potential contribution to 
economic growth.” 

While appealing to the 
beneficiaries to note that the 
facility is not a grant but a 
repayable loan, he said the 
next cycle for submission of  
applications for the 100 for 
100 PPP on February 1, 
2022, and will end on April 
30, 2022.” 

still seeking further 
engagement with Mr. Sylva 
and other government 
functionaries to understand 
how the decision would 
impact the other provisions 

trillion subsidy payments.
Chair man of  

MOMAN, Olumide 
Adeosun, who confirmed 
this in Lagos, disclosed 
that members of  the 

association met with 
Minister of  State for 
Petroleum Resources, 
Timipre Sylva, last 
Wednesday.

He said MOMAN was 

in the Petroleum Industry 
Act, PIA and operations in 
the market.

He said: “The Major 
Oil Marketers Association 
of  Nigeria have been 
approached by members of  
the press seeking its 
reaction with respect to the 
suspension of  subsidy 
removal.

“The members of  the 
Association are currently 
seeking to consult with the 
Ministry of  Petroleum 
Resources, the Nigerian 
Midstream and 
Downstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Authority and 
other industry stakeholders 
to understand exactly how 
this decision would impact 
the other provisions in the 
Petroleum Industry Act as 
well as market operations.

“Recall, that the 
reforms contained in the 
PIA are a combination of  
several decades of  
engagement with internal 
and external stakeholders, 
capturing local and 

international best practices 
to encourage investments 
in the petroleum 
downstream sector, 
optimize costs, ensure 
transparency, and upgrade 
industry assets and 
infrastructure (refineries, 
depots, pipelines, trucks, 
and filling stations).

“The decision having 
been taken to suspend 
subsidy removal, the 
direction of  our 
consultation necessarily 
would be towards 
understanding and 
contributing towards what 
market philosophy and 
regulations should be in 
place during the 18-month 
period to ensure 
uninterrupted supply, 
transparency.

“This will be in line 
with long-term objectives 
for the administration and 
growth of  the industry.

“Once clarity has been 
achieved, we shall address 
a press conference on the 
issue.”
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The Reserve Bank of Australia started its bond-buying programme in late 2020 to support the economy 
through the pandemic.

A
ustralia’s central 
bank moved to end 
multi-billion-dollar 
pandemic stimulus 

Tuesday, but kept interest rates 
at a record low despite rising 
inflation. 

As the economy shows signs 
of  recovery from the Covid-19 
crisis, the Reserve Bank of  
Australia said it would wind 
up its unprecedented Aus$350 
billion (US$250 billion) 
bond-buying programme on 
February 10.

But it did not fully slam the 
breaks on stimulus, holding off  
on an interest rate rise for now.

Borrowing will remain 
unchanged at 0.1 percent “until 

actual inflation is sustainably 
within the two to three percent 
target range”, bank chief  Philip 
Lowe said Tuesday.

The bond-buying programme, 
which was launched in late 
2020, saw the RBA pour Aus$4 
billion into government bonds 
each week to prop up the stalled 
economy during the pandemic.

In deciding to end the 
scheme, Lowe cited Australia’s 
strong employment figures and 
other domestic indicators.

He also noted that monetary 
policy by other central banks 
was moving away from 
quantitative easing as inflation 
surges globally.

Canada’s central bank was 
the first to end its programme 
in October, while the US 
Federal Reserve began tapering 
its own in November.

Over the 12 months to 
the December 2021 quarter, 
Australia’s consumer inflation 

Australia to end stimulus but holds
rates despite inflation surge

Biden vows support after UAE  intercepts 
latest incoming missile

 
T

he U.S. President, Joe Bid-
en has pledged support for 
the United Arab Emirates 

after it intercepted a ballistic mis-
sile fired by Yemeni fighters dur-
ing a visit by Israel’s president, 
the third attack in a month on the 
Middle East’s financial hub. 

“We’ve been in daily contact 
with the UAE, addressing those 
threats,” Biden told reporters 
during an Oval Office visit Mon-
day by Qatar’s ruler. Biden said 
he directed Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin “to do everything 
he can to communicate the sup-
port of  the United States for the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and through-
out the Gulf  region.” 

U.S. military personnel activat-
ed Patriot missile batteries to de-
fend against the attack by Houthi 
rebels, but the missile was shot 
down by the Emirati missile de-
fense systems, Defense Depart-
ment spokesman John Kirby 
told reporters at the Pentagon on 
Monday.

The interception came during 
a visit by Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog, who met with UAE de 
facto ruler Crown Prince Mo -
hammed bin Zayed for the first 
time since the two countries 
normalized relations in 2020. 
Herzog’s office said there was no 
danger to the president and that 
his visit was expected to continue 
as planned. 

There was no impact on flights 
or airports, the General Authori-

ty for Civil Aviation said.
Dubai’s benchmark equity 

index dropped 1.5% in early 
trade, while stocks in Abu Dhabi 
dropped 1%. Dubai is the UAE’s 
commercial center while Abu 
Dhabi is the capital city. The 
Houthis said more details on the 
attack would come soon. 

Houthi spokesman Yahya 
Saree said in a televised speech 
on the group’s Al-Masirah TV 
Monday that its fighters conduct-
ed two attacks, targeting Abu 
Dhabi with ballistic missiles and 
Dubai with drones. He warned 
the strikes would continue until 
the UAE ends its involvement in 
Yemen. 

The recent missile attacks 
mark the biggest blowback for 
the UAE since it got involved in 
Yemen’s war that began about 
seven years ago. They also threat-
en to rattle investors, who count 
on the country as a safe haven 
in a volatile region -- as well as 
millions of  foreign workers, who 
call the country home and keep 
its economy running.

Concerned about spreading 
Iranian influence, the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia intervened in Yem-
en in 2015, after the Iran-backed 
Houthis took the capital and dis-
lodged the internationally-recog-
nized government. 

The UAE withdrew most of  its 
forces from Yemen in 2019 but 
kept a smaller group to main -
tain support and training for 

Yemeni proxy forces,including 
those known as the Giants Bri-
gades. UAE-backed fighters had 
stepped up their campaign in re-
cent weeks, triggering the Houthi 
missile fire, but the Giants said 
on Friday they were ending their 
operation and pulling back forc-
es. The UAE also has ties to the 
Southern Transitional Council, 
a separatist group fighting the 
Houthis.

The U.S. last week warned 
against travel to the UAE, in part 
due to the threat of  missile and 
drone attacks. That followed a 
rare alert from the U.S. embassy 
offering detailed advice on how 

rose 3.5 percent with home 
buyers leading the jump.

But Lowe signalled the 
inflation spike may be short-
lived as the “supply-side 

problems” that have plagued 
Australia during the pandemic 
-- from empty supermarket 
shelves to vital medical supplies 
-- are resolved.

With a federal election 
looming, the RBA is expected 
to hold off  on any interest rate 
rise until later this year at the 
earliest. 

to cope with missile strikes.
U.S. and UAE forces at Abu 

Dhabi’s Al Dhafra Air Base 
used multiple Patriot interceptors 
against two inbound missiles last 
week. About two thousand U.S. 
troops are stationed at the base.  

The UAE destroyed the latest 
incoming missile and there were 
no casualties, with fragments fall-
ing “outside of  populated areas,” 
a Defense Ministry statement 
said on Monday, without giving 
details on the location. A spokes-
man for the Iranian-backed 
Houthi fighters confirmed the 
attack, which the U.S. State De-
partment said had targeted at 
Abu Dhabi. 

A combatant man recoilless gun in al-Jadaan area about 50 kilometres 
Northwest of Marib in Central Yemen. 

Peru PM quits 
as President

overhauls cabinet

P
rime Minister Mirtha 
Vasquez said via Twitter 
that she was quitting due 

to “the impossibility of  reaching 
a consensus to benefit the coun-
try.” Castillo didn’t give details 
of  other upcoming changes, or 
whether they would include Fi-
nance Minister Pedro Francke, 
who is popular with investors. 

Castillo has repeatedly made 
changes to his cabinet since 
taking office last July, as some 
of  his close aides were hit by 
scandals, while the president 
is pulled between the need to 
appease hard liners in his own 
socialist Peru Libre party while 
also maintaining a working re -
lationship with congress. 

The president is contending 
with a series of  simultaneous 
crises, including an environ-
mental disaster caused by an oil 
spill, the resignation of  his in -
terior minister, and an increase 
in crime that has forced his gov-
ernment to declare a state of  
emergency in Lima, the coun -
try’s capital.

Peruvian assets rallied in 
October after Castillo named 
Vasquez to replace a far-left 
prime minister in a bid to im -
prove his administration’s re -
lations with lawmakers. Local 
markets were already closed 
when the cabinet overhaul was 
announced Monday.

In December, Castillo sur-
vived an attempt by some op -
position lawmakers to start im-
peachment proceedings against 
him. The economy has shrugged 
off  the political volatility and 
last year grew at the fastest 
pace of  any major nation in 
the Americas, according to es -
timates of  economists surveyed 
by Bloomberg.  
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s the ongoing 

AAfrica Cup of  
N a t i o n s 

tournament enters the 
semi-final stage, 
JOHNNY EDWARD 
writes about the players 
who were expected to 
shine at the continental 
showpiece but failed to 
sparkle in Cameroon. 

Riyad Mahrez 
(Algeria) 

Manchester City 
winger Mahrez failed to 
replicate his blistering club 
form for Algeria, who 
crashed out in the group 
stage. 

Algeria thus became 
the 12th AFCON 
champions to exit the 
competition in the first 
round when defending the 
trophy.

Shockingly, Mahrez, 
who played in all three 
games, failed to make an 

impact, score or make an 
assist for the Fennecs, who 
finished bottom of  Group 
E with one point behind 
third-place Sierra Leone, 
who had a point more. 

Ivory Coast and 
Equatorial Guinea 
advanced from the group 
as group winners and 
runners up respectively. 

In the group decider, 
Algeria had to beat Ivory 
Coast to progress but 
slipped to a 3-1 defeat with 
the City winger missing a 
penalty. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e 
tournament, the 30-year-
old had scored 12 goals 
and made five assists in 25 
appearances for the 
Premier League 
champions. But at the 
AFCON it was a different 
ball game as he put every 
foot wrong. 

Alex Iwobi (Nigeria) 

ohamed Salah Msays Egypt's 
successful 

journey to the semifinals is 
testament of  just how 
AFCON 2021 has tested 
every big gun character in 
Cameroon.

Two group winners, 

Cameroon and Senegal, 
plus two group stage 
runners up, Egypt and 
Burkina Faso, have 
survived the carnage that 
has claimed big guns Cote 
d'Ivoire, Nigeria, Tunisia, 
Morocco who either fell 
short of  the quarterfinals or 

semifinals.
Ghana and defending 

champions Algeria both 
made dramatic group stage 
exits.

Record seven-time 
champions Egypt ensured 
they stayed alive at 
AFCON on Sunday when 

they rallied to eliminate 
Morocco 2-1 after extra-
time on Sunday to book 
their date against hosts 
Cameroon thanks to a goal 
and assist from Salah.

While Morocco's 
journey to the quarterfinals 
was free of  turbulence, 
Egypt endured an 
unconvincing group stage 
run where they struggled to 
win their last two games 
after kicking off  the 
tournament with a 1-0 loss 
to Nigeria who went on to 
win Group D with a 100 

record but were tossed out 
at the quarterfinals.

“ I  t h i n k  t h e 
tournament is difficult, all 
the teams have suffered. We 
have seen Algeria exit from 
the first round and Senegal 
qualified from their group 
with just one goal,” Salah 
said in a post-match 
interview.

“Nigeria also were the 
best team in the group-
stages, but got knocked out 
early in the next round, 
therefore, you can't predict 
any game.”

Egypt now face 
Cameroon in a grudge 
match in which they will be 
hoping to avenge their 2-1 
loss in the 2017 final.

“We need to only focus 
on our next game against 
Cameroon,” Salah said.

Meanwhile, Cameroon 
and Burkina Faso are the 
only teams still standing 
from one group at this 
AFCON and face the 
prospect of  a Group A 
reunion in the February 6 
final.

Regarded as the most 
creative player in the 
Super Eagles, Iwobi failed 
to make the starting line-
up in the opening two 
games against Egypt and 
Sudan. The Everton 
forward came on for 
Moses Simon with one 
minute left to play in the 
team's 1-0 win over Egypt, 
while he replaced Samuel 
Chukwueze at half  time in 
their 3-1 victory over 
Sudan. He played all 90 
minutes as the Eagles 
coasted to a 2-0 win over 
Guinea Bissau in their 
final group game, but he 
was a disaster seven 
minutes after coming on 
for Kelechi Iheanacho in 
the Eagles 1-0 loss to 
Tunisia as he was sent off  
for an overzealous tackle. 
His introduction was 
expected to change the 
Eagles attacking play as 

they trailed the Tunisians 
1-0, but his expulsion 
further made the team's 
chances of  winning 
difficult. The former 
Arsenal man did not 
create a scoring chance, 
make an assist or score a 
goal at the tournament. 

Wilfred Zaha (Ivory 
Coast) 

Dazzling Crystal 
Palace winger Zaha is one 
of  the biggest flops at the 
tournament. In four 
games, the former 
Manchester United made 
only one assist for the 
Elephants, who crashed 
out in the Round of  16 to 
Egypt on penalties. He 
won a penalty in the 12th 
minute in his side's clash 
with Sierra Leone, which 
Frank Kessie missed. 

Said Benrahma 
(Algeria) 

The playmaker was in 
fine form for West Ham 
United before jetting off  to 
Cameroon, but in two 
appearances for the 
Fennecs, totaling 57 
minutes, the 22-year-old 
failed to sparkle.

He was handed a 
cameo appearance as the 
defending champions 
drew goalless with Sierra 
Leone, and was largely 

anonymous in their final 
group fixture against Ivory 
Coast. He was hurled off  
at half  time after having 
only 23 touches in his own 
half, according to Opta 
stats. 

Thomas Partey 
(Ghana) 

T h e  A r s e n a l 
midfielder had two assists 
but was not at his best for 
the Black Stars after 
Ghana's premature exit in 
the competition. A lot was 
expected from the 26-year-
old, and while the 
country's exit from the 
group stage cannot rest 
solely on his shoulders, if  
he had knitted his team's 
midfield better – they 
could have, perhaps, fared 
better. He played in all 
three group stages at the 
tournament and failed to 
stamp his authority in 
games against Morocco, 
Gabon and Comoros. 

Eric Bailly (Ivory 
Coast) 

A winner with the 
Elephants in 2015, Bailly 
was one of  the top flops in 
the Ivorian squad. The 
Manchester United 
defender was expected to 
lead the Ivoirians to their 
third title in Cameroon but 
his miss during the shoot-

out against Egypt – a tame 
penalty – was kept out by 
goalkeeper Mohamed 
Abou Gabal in their last-
16 defeat to the Pharaohs. 

Ayew brothers 
(Ghana) 

Dede Ayew arrived at 
the AFCON with an 
ambition to end Ghana's 
40-year wait for the 
Nations Cup gold and 
emulate his father's feat of  
1982. 

Instead, his campaign 
ended abruptly, with a 
controversial red card 
against Comoros. Prior to 
that, he had scored a 
stunner against Gabon but 
it wasn't enough as Jim 
Allevinah equalised for 
the Panthers late in the 
second half. 

Also, Jordan was a 
disappointment 
partnering his elder 
brother in attack. 

The Crystal Palace 
forward was deployed to 
the left flank in the three 
games he played and was 
not a real threat for the 
Black Stars as his poor 
form in the EPL 
continued. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e 
tournament, the 30-year-
old had scored once in 21 
games for Crystal Palace 
this term. 
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ele Alli and DDonny van de 
Beek joined 

Everton's bid to beat 
Premier League relegation 
on transfer deadline day 
after Frank Lampard was 
unveiled as the club's new 
manager. 

Alli has joined on a 
permanent deal from 
Tottenham after a 
disappointing few years 
under four different 

arcelona's threats Bhave led to nothing 
with Ousmane 

Dembélé.
The Blaugrana 

appeared to have a clear plan 
over Dembélé amid his 
expiring contract.

The Frenchman is out 
of  terms this summer, and 
despite telling the club he 
wants to stay, he has not 
signed an extension.

Barca have offered a 
reduced deal amid their 
poor financial situation, and 
Dembélé is not keen to sign 
it, despite preferring a stay.

Amid failed contract 
attempts, Barca made it 
clear to Dembélé that if  he 
didn't sign new terms, he 
would be sold ahead of  the 
January transfer deadline.

That appeared to be a 

significant threat, but it was 
an empty one.

Dembélé didn't sign a 
contract extension and he 
wasn't sold.

Barca couldn't force 
Dembélé out the door, with 
the Frenchman choosing 
not to entertain interest from 
the Premier League or PSG.

The winger stayed put as 
a result, and Barca have few 
options remaining.

The Blaugrana must 
now continue trying to tie 
Dembélé down to a new 
deal if  they want to avoid 
losing him for free.

Alternatively, they can 
use the winger without 
signing a new deal, 
resigning to losing for 
nothing at the end of  his 
current deal.

managers in north London. 
L a m p a r d  wa s 

appointed as Everton's 
seventh manager in six 
years on a two-and-a-half-
year contract on Monday. 

Chelsea's all-time 
leading goalscorer has been 
out of  the game for a year 
since being sacked by the 
London club last January.

He is tasked with 
keeping the Toffees in the 
top flight. They are four 

aul Onuachu has Pagain not made the 
big transfer in the 

January window and this 
has now forced fellow 
striker Ike Ugbo to move 
on loan to French club 
Troyes.

Goal King of  Belgium 
last season, Onuachu was 
widely expected to cash in 
on his 35 goals in all 

competitions with a 
major transfer away from 
Genk but it did not 
happen in summer.

Onuachu was also 
tipped to make the big 
move in January after he 
fired his agent Patrick 
Mork and he continued to 
score goals, but again he 
has stayed put at Genk.

Because of  this, Ugbo, 

who was brought in as a 
possible replacement 
should Onuachu make 
that big move, has now 
been forced to join Troyes 
on loan till the end of  the 
season.

The French club also 
have the option to make 
the transfer permanent.

points above the relegation 
zone after a run of  one win 
in 14 league games. 

Targeting Alli was 
reportedly one of  
Lampard's demands to take 
the job. 

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international's career has 
declined over the past four 
seasons since he burst onto 
the scene as one of  Europe's 
most promising attacking 
midfielders under Mauricio 

Pochettino. 
Alli had started just 

two Premier League games 
since Antonio Conte took 
charge of  Tottenham in 
November. 

A complex two-and-a-
half  year deal will 
reportedly see the 25-year-
old's price depend entirely 
on variables with £10 
million ($14 million) due 
after 20 appearances and 
other add-ons rising up to a 
possible fee of  £40 million. 

“I'm eager to get started 
and can't wait for my first 
game in an Everton shirt,” 
said Alli.

“I'm looking forward 
to helping the team and the 
opportunity to work with 

oao Cancelo has 

Jhanded Manchester 
City a boost by signing 

a new contract – which 
keeps him at the Etihad until 
summer 2027.

The Portuguese full-
back has been one of  the 
outstanding performers for 
Pep Guardiola's champions 
over the last couple of  years.

And he won praise from 
the boss earlier this month 
for his exemplary attitude in 
the aftermath of  a horrific 
break-in at his home.

His previous contract – 
reported to be worth around 
£80,000 a week – was due to 
run until 2025 so he has been 
handed a two-year 
extension on improved 
terms.

Cancelo – who arrived 
from Juventus for £60 
million in summer 2019 – 
said; “This new contract 
means I now have complete 
focus on improving my 
game and winning more 
trophies with this team.

“City players have 
everything they need to 
reach their full potential, 

with amazing facilities, 
world-class teammates and 
an incredible manager who 
pushes us every single day.

“There is nowhere 
better to play football and it's 
a pleasure to work here. I 
have so much I want to 
achieve before my career 
ends, and Manchester City 
offers me the best chance of  
fulfilling my ambitions.”

Cancelo struggled to 
settle after arriving in 
Manchester and there were 
even questions whether he 
would last a year.

However since getting a 
run in the team, he has never 
looked back and his 
importance to City has only 
increased following the 
long-term suspension of  
Benjamin Mendy.

While right-back is his 
best position, he has filled in 
on the opposite flank many 
times. He has now made 106 
appearances and won three 
major trophies at City.

Director of  football 
Txiki Begiristain said the 27-
year-old is a 'manager's 
dream' because of  his 

versatility.
He said; “Joao is the 

ultimate professional. He 
absolutely loves football and 
applies himself  every single 
day in a bid to become 
better.

“He sets really high 
standards, and any young 
player should observe the 
way Joao applies himself  if  
they want a blueprint for 
success.

“Not only does he have 
incredible talent, he also 
displays perfect dedication 
to this sport. That's why he 
can play so many games at 
such a high level.

“His consistency during 
the last two seasons has been 
amazing. He is so versatile. 
Whether he plays right-
back, left-back or in 
midfield, he operates at the 
same high level.

“That is a dream for a 
manager.”

City are hopeful they 
can resume contract talks 
with winger Raheem 
Sterling before the end of  
the season.

the new manager.” 
Van de Beek has also 

endured a tough 18 months 
at Old Trafford since a £40 
million move from Ajax. 

The 24-year-old has 
struggled for game time 
under both former United 
boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
and interim manager Ralf  
Rangnick. 

“I had a really positive 
meeting with the new 
coach. We have the same 
ideas about football and he 
had a lot of  influence on my 
decision,” said Van de 
Beek.

“I played against him 
when I was at Ajax, and he 
was at Chelsea, so he 
knows me as a player. He 

thinks I have qualities that 
can help the team. 

“I can learn a lot from 
him because he was a little 
bit in the same position -– a 
midfield player who scored 
a lot of  goals. He can help 
me a lot, so I think I'm in a 
good spot.” 

Both Alli and Van de 
Beek are cup-tied for 
Lampard's bow at 
Goodison Park against 
Brentford in the FA Cup 
fourth round on Saturday. 

But they will be free to 
make their debuts in a vital 
clash at the bottom of  the 
Premier League table 
against Newcastle on 
February 8. 
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The fresh news people

ecently, the 2021 RCor r uption 
Perceptions Index 

(CPI) released by 
Transparency International 
(TI), showed that 
corruption is on the increase 
in Nigeria. The country 
scored 24 out of  100 points 
in the CPI2021, which is 
one point less, compared to 
the score of  2020. In the 
Corruption Perceptions 
Index 2021, Nigeria ranks 
154 out of  180 countries and 
territories, falling back five 
places from the rank of  149 
in 2020. Also on its website, 
Transparency International 
explained that Nigeria hit a 
historic low on the 2021 
CPI. The CPI is TI's tool for 
measuring the levels of  
corruption in the systems of  
various countries around 
the world. The maximum 
points a country can score is 
100 points, and the least is 
zero. Zero signifies the 
worst performing countries 
and 100, the best-ranked.

Giving reasons for 
Nigeria's worse corruption 
ranking, Transparency 
International revealed that 
seven factors contributed to 
it, which include, the 
damning audit report; 
security sector corruption; 
failure to investigate high 
profile corruption cases; 
illicit financial flows (IFFs); 
absence of  asset recovery, 
protection of  whistle-
blowers, and other key anti-
corruption legal 
frameworks; judicial 
challenges; corruption in 

the COVID-19 response and 
Twitter ban, shrinking civic 
space and intimidation of  
human rights defenders.

Today, I am going to talk 
about one component of  the 
factors, which is shrieking 
civic space. Citizens 
everywhere are finding it 
more and more difficult to 
have their voices heard. All 
over the globe, peaceful 
protesters are brutally 
attacked, investigative 
journalists are threatened 
and organisations 
promoting rights are raided 
or shut down.

While many activists are 
attacked because they fight 
to defend the rights of  

minorities or oppose brutal 
dictatorships/bad 
leadership, a growing 
numbers are targeted 
because they seek to expose 
corrupt politicians and 
officials who abuse 
positions of  power for 
personal gain.

Much like corruption, 
civic space violations are 
now perpetrated in all parts 
of  the world – rich and poor, 
d e m o c r a t i c  a n d 
authoritarian countries, 
especially in Nigeria.

There are two types of  
poverty, metric and non-
metric poverty. Non-metric 
poverty is one in which the 

citizens cannot speak; their 
voices have been taken away 
from them by way of  
harassment, intimidation 
among others.

When the civil society 
organisations, do not by 
virtue of  suppression, 
violation and attacks or 
threat of  attacks, could not 
express themselves, protest 
against bad leadership, it 
leads to corruption because 
the elected representatives 
will continue to hold sway 
abusing public offices. 

T h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives may enjoy 
the lure of  the moment 
while the civic space is 
shrieked. But as time goes 
on, such like Transparency 
International has done, 
what savored them in the 
c o m f o r t  o f  t h e 
offices/homes, will 
certainly saddened them. 
Unfortunately, the 
generality of  the public 
bears that negative tag of  a 
corrupt country and the 
world looks at each person 
from that prism.

The civil society 
organisations must not stop 
to place their positions on 
some policies that are anti-
people. That role saves the 
states and the country from 
the embarrassment of  
continually go up the ladder 
of  corruption. 

Apart from the fact that 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agencies/donors do not 
stake a fortune in a state 
whose civic space is not 
open for citizens' 
participation. When that's 

not done, the multiplier 
effects of  the benefits of  
their investment/grants are 
denied the citizens. 

Today, investment keeps 
going to Enugu and 
Anambra states in droves 
because the civic space is not 
shrieked. International 
agencies/donors flood into 
these states with huge 
investments. No wonder the 
states are doing well in 
terms of  civil society 
practice than other states. In 
Imo State, there's hardly any 
civil society organisation 
that has taken it upon 
herself  to mobilize other 
civil society organisations to 
begin to engage the 
government on some of  the 
policies towards making 
sure that citizens are 
brought into active 
participation. The aloofness 
of  some of  the civil society 
organisations in Imo State 
for instances is not healthy 
even to the State 
government. 

The state governments 
need to bring in the civil 
society organisations to help 
them in governance. How 
many of  the civil society 
organisations have been co-
opted to interpret the 
policies of  government, 
bearing in mind that all the 
technical experts one needs, 
one can find in the bowel of  
civil society organisations. 

We can start fighting 
corruption by atleast 
opening up the civic space 
for greater citizens' 
participation

Shrieking civic space as indexes
for corruption

While many activists are 
attacked because they ght 

to defend the rights of  
minorities or oppose brutal 

dictatorships/bad 
leadership, a growing 
numbers are targeted 

because they seek to expose 
corrupt politicians and 

ofcials who abuse positions 
of  power for personal gain.
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Gunmen kidnap 11 council
workers in Abia
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FG, marketers engage over
N3trn payment
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