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News

Valentine’s Day: Anambra Bishop cautions 
against negative interpretation
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Awka Diocese, 
Anambra state, Most 

Reverend Paulinus Ezeoka-
for has said that any love 
outside Christ is lust.

Speaking to Journalists 
in Awka, on Sunday, on 
the significants of  Saint 
Valentine’s Day celebration 
which held February 14, 
every year, across the globe, 
Most Reverend Ezeokafor 
charged the people to al-
ways know the origin and 
significance of  what they 
are celebrating describing 
Saint Valentine as a priest 
who devoted his life to var-
ious families and cautioned 
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Soludo calls for application for 
political appointment 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State gover-
nor-elect, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo has 

called on people desirous of  
serving under his government 
as political appointees to ap-
ply.

A notice by Dr. Oby Eze-
kwesili-led transition com-
mittee, which was signed on 
her behalf  by the Executive 
Director of  the committee 
called on those who want to 
serve under the former CBN 
chief  to apply by visiting 
www.anambratalent.ng.

The notice of  expression of  
interest read: “A Transition 
Committee mandated to en-
sure a seamless transition will 
among other things, produce 
an Anambra State Human 
Resource Databank, which 
the governor-elect will use 
as a Human Resources tool 
for recruiting a talented team 
and volunteers. “As stated 
in his manifesto and repeat-
ed during his election cam-
paigns, the governor-elect, 
Professor Chukwuma Solu-
do has committed to giving 
everyone who has requisite 

competencies, capabilities, 
and relevant valuable contri-
butions to make toward the 
good governance of  Anam-
bra State an opportunity to 
do so. “Therefore, to enable 
an accessible, open, credible, 
and competitive process, the 
governor-elect has approved 
the launch of  the online sys-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra police op-
eratives on Sunday 
night killed four 

suspected hoodlums that at-
tacked the Aguata and Neni 
police stations in a repel at-
tack.

The Commissioner of  
Police Anambra State Po-
lice Command CP Echeng 
Echeng equally charged 
Police Operatives of  the 
Command to sustain and 
increase the tempo on the 
onslaught against crime in 
the state.

Confirming the report, 
Anambra State Police 
spokesman DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, said “The CP 
gave this charge on the 
14/2/2022 while reacting 
to the successful repel of  
an attack in the late hours 

of  Monday at Aguata and 
Neni Divisional Headquar-
ters”. 

“The Operatives demo-
bilized four of  the armed 
hoodlums and recovered 
17pcs of  7.62mm live 
ammunition for Ak 47ri-
fles, 107 pics of  expended 
7.62mm ammunition for 
Ak47 rifle, 7 pics of  ex-
pended cartridges for pump 
action, 10 pics of  expended 
7.62mm long for Lar rifle, 
one big hammer, 3 phones 
and a wallet containing ID’s 
and some ATM cards”.

“Preliminary informa-
tion revealed that one out 
of  three of  the demobi-
lized miscreants, now late 
Mr Onyebuchi Okoye “M” 
34years, who led the attack 
on Aguata Divisional head-
quarters was arrested earli-
er on 4th November, 2021 
with a revolver pistol and 
six 9mm ammunition by 
Police Operatives. He was 
charged to court for con-
spiracy to commit felony 
and unlawful possession of  
firearms under section 495 
of  the criminal code and 
on 21/01/2022 was granted 
bail by the Court”. 

Also in Neni division, the 
gunmen fled the scene due 
to the superior fire of  the 
police operatives on duty. 
The both stations are intact 
and no arm was lost.

the people against giving 
the day a negative interpre-
tation.

Ezeokafor charged the 
people to show true love 
to others in addition to re-
membering those in need 
with a view to giving them 
a helping hand.

He cautioned the people 
against engaging in what 
he described as love which 
has an error, adding that 
they should always engage 
in agape love by helping the 
people without seeking any-
thing in return.

While condemning the 
get rich quick syndrome 
amongst the youths, the 
Bishop, charged parents to 
always lay a solid Christian 
foundation for their chil-

Presbyterian Church urges Christians
on priestly behaviour
By Chigozie Uzosike

A
s the Presbyterian 
Church of  Nige-
ria (PCN), Owerri 

Presbytery held her 2022 
ecclesiastical opening ser-
vice, Christians have been 
urged to imbibe the priestly 
order to move the church 
and country forward.

Speaking during the cer-
emonial opening service at 
The Presbyterian Church 
of  Nigeria, Aladinma in 
Owerri, Imo State last Sat-
urday, the Presbytery Mod-
erator, Rt. Rev. Mrs. Grace 
Enene Oku posited that 
this year’s General Assem-
bly (GA) theme which is: 
A Royal Priesthood (1Pet. 
2:9) brings heavier weight 
upon believers, adding that 
as God’s holy people and 
God’s possession, it be-
comes pertinent that Chris-
tians exhibit the qualities of  
a chosen and holy genera-
tion owned by God. “We 
are to declare the good news 

of  salvation, the kingdom 
of  God and teach His laws, 
baptize and administer the 
sacrament, visit members, 
ordain others into the Aar-
onic priesthood and above 
all, do missionary work” 

She noted that children 
of  God should step into the 
identity of  living righteous, 
doing charity, and support-
ing mankind for the collec-
tive inspirational growth of  
the church and society.

In his remarks, the Pres-
bytery Clerk and the Direc-
tor, Presbyterian Students 
Fellowship (PSF), Very Rev. 
David Ama Kalu said that 
priestly life involves ensur-
ing that children of  God 
stay within the fold of  God, 
live holy lives, and foster the 
spiritual growth of  individ-
uals. He asked for unlimited 
grace, overflowing favour, 
and ever-abiding presence 
of  God upon members of  
God’s households, stressing 
that the Lord who has made 
His people ‘A Royal Priest-

hood’ will continue to bless, 
keep, sustain and empower 
all and sundry to shine as a 
light for progressive impact 
and generational illumina-
tion.

The keynote speaker, 
Prof. Mrs. Nnenna N. Oti, 
the Vice-Chancellor of  the 
Federal University of  Tech-

nology Owerri,  (FUTO), 
who was ably represented 
by Rev. Dr. Godwin S. Ada-
ka called on believers to 
continue to live and walk as 
kings and queens as well as 
priests as God has charged 
everyone. He encouraged 
children of  God to walk tall 
and not be cowed as they are 

extensions of  God’s people.
The event witnessed two 

inspirational talks on Re-
cord Keeping and Report 
Rendition delivered by Rev. 
Dr. Nnoke Ibe and Tithing 
and Giving in PCN, deliv-
ered by Rev. Dr. Godwin S 
Adaka.

Owerri Presbytery of  The 

Presbyterian Church of  Ni-
geria is made up of  ten par-
ishes and many outstations 
scattered within Imo and 
Abia states.

The highlight of  the event 
was the appreciation/award 
of  members and non-mem-
bers for their contributions 
to mankind and society.

dren in order to secure a 
bright future for them.

The Catholic Bishop of  
Awka Diocese who de-
scribed youths as future 
leaders called on govern-
ment at different levels to 

tem to collect information on 
available competencies, expe-
riences, and interests through 
a platform www.anambratal-
ent.ng.” The committee said 
the platform is designed for 
indigenes of  Anambra to vol-
unteer or seek a political ap-
pointment, or career in paid 
public service positions.

create more employment 
opportunities for them to di-
vert their minds from crime 
and other societal ills. He 
also charged the people to 
always obey the command-
ments of  God.

IPOB: Valentine’s Day 
threatened in Anambra 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he canceled Monday 
sit-at-home order by 
the Indigenous Peo-

ple of  Biafra in the South-
East has threatened the val-
entine’s day’s celebrations 
in Anambra State.

Though, the IPOB hier-
archy had since cancelled 
the order, hoodlums still 
enforce the order by visiting 
mayhem on defaulters.

Relaxation and fun spot 
owners, eateries, bars and 
clubs in Anambra State 
are lamenting the huge 
losses their businesses suf-
fered due to the sit-at-home 
which coincided with the 
Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion.

A fun spot operator based 
in Awka, Mr. Stephen Ugo, 
who spoke to News Echo, 
on Sunday, said, “the Val-
entine’s Day always offers a 
huge spending exuberance 
on gifts, drinks, transpor-
tation, food, hotel lodging, 
nightclubs and even stuffs 
like condoms.

“Businesses always make 
huge sales every year on 
that day. Last year, I know 
how much I made, but 
unfortunately, this year’s 
event is clashing with the 
sit-at-home, which will not 
afford us the opportunity to 
make sales as people will be 
staying indoors. This sit-at-
home is really spoiling busi-
nesses in the region and the 
government must do some-
thing about it.”

Our correspondent, who 
went round major cities like 
Awka, Onitsha and Nnewi, 
on Sunday, observed young 
people and adults in red 
and white outfits already 
celebrating Valentine’s Day 
in order not to miss out on 
the action as a result of  the 
Monday sit-at-home.

Most churches in the 
state marked the day by 
also preaching messages of  
love and sacrifice as well as 
organising various social 
gatherings for members.

... Recovers ammunition, ATM cards

Gunmen kill 3 policemen 
in Ebonyi
By David Eze Abakaliki

T
hree Policemen have 
been reportedly killed 
by unknown gunmen 

at the Ezillo police station in 
Ishielu LGA of  Ebonyi State.

A reliable source from the 
area confirmed that the of-
ficers were gunned down on 
Monday night in front of  a 
police station along the Enu-
gu-Abakaliki highway.

The officers were said to be 
manning a roadblock in front 
of  the station when the gun-
men opened fire on them

The source said the gunmen 
were in a bus, and that the of-
ficers may have mistaken it for 
a commercial vehicle.

“The remains of  the three 
police (officers) have been 
deposited at a mortuary in 
Abakaliki after they were con-
firmed dead by doctors,” he 
said.

The police spokesperson in 
Ebonyi State, Loveth Odah 
confirmed the incident. She, 
however, said she could not 
give details of  the casualty un-
til after a visit to the scene of  
the incident.

Recall that several police of-
ficers were shot dead in Enugu 
State in two separate attacks at 
checkpoints last week by gun-
men. The killing of  policemen 
has continued unchecked in 
the South East with this latest 
coming from Ebonyi State.
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University education in Nigeria going
moribund - Varsity Don
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By Grace Ofurum

A
s the Academic Staff  
of  University Union 
(ASUU) announced 

its one month warning strike 
on Monday, a University don 
and the past ASUU chairman, 
Imo state University chapter, 
Engr. Dr. Luke Uzochukwu 
Uzoigwe has decried the level 
of  rot in the Nigerian public 
University system.

Prof. Uzoigwe who is also 
a senior lecturer in the Facul-
ty of  Engineering, Imo state 
University, while speaking to 
News Echo, disclosed that 
the essence of  embarking on 
the warning strike is to make 
the government correct the 
anomalies experienced in the 
Federal and state Universi-
ties in the country. He noted 
that  government has not giv-
en University education the 

necessary attention it requires 
stressing that the government 
only understands the language 
of  strike action and does not 
cherish dialogue hence its fail-
ure in the implementation of  
the 2009 terms and agreement 
it entered with the Union.

He disclosed that the issue 
of  revitalization of  the Uni-
versity system is paramount 
so the lecturers don’t end up 
graduating students instead of  

Okorocha’s suit against EFCC stalled at  Federal High Court 
From Godson Nwosu, PH

H
earing in the funda-
mental human rights 
suit by the former Gov-

ernor of  Imo State, Senator Ro-
chas Okorocha against the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, has been 
stalled at the Federal High 
Court sitting in Port Harcourt, 
following a fresh application by 
the EFCC.

The court had on the 8th of  
February adjourned the process 
in suit brought by Okorocha 
against EFCC for hearing on 
the ground of  late service of  
processes on the respondent, 
EFCC.

When sitting resumed in 
court, EFCC through its coun-
sel, G.K. Latona, approached 
the court with a fresh motion on 
notice, praying court for substi-
tution of  their document earlier 
filed and withdrew an earlier 

motion on notice it filed and 
replaced with with a new one.

While counsel to Okoro-
cha, Ola Olanipekun opposed 
to the application, saying that 
the fresh motion on notice has 
stalled the hearing of  the matter 
of  the main suit which is against 
the earlier judgment against the 
commission, LATONA stated 
that the EFCC was not going 
contrary to the judgement of  
court, noting that there was no 
fundamental point to prove the 
claims of  contempt.

The trial Judge, Justice,  Ste-
phen Pam, after listening to the 
argument, said judgement of  
the court which ordered EFCC 
to release the travel document 
of  Okorocha and should stop 
further investigation still subsists 
adding that it has not been set 
aside, he thereafter adjourned 
till 4th for April for hearing.

Olanipekun, who is the coun-
sel to Okorocha,  explained to 

From Godson Nwosu, 
PH

G
overnors elected on 
the platform of  the 
Peoples Democrat-

ic Party (PDP) have urged 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to sign the Electoral 
Act Amendment Bill into 
law. 

 This appeal is one of  
the 9 points communique 
issued by the governors 
who met under the aegis of  
PDP Governors’ Forum, 
on Monday at the Bayelsa 
State Government House in 
Yenagoa.

 Reading the communique 
to journalists after the meet-
ing, the Vice Chairman of  
the Forum, Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu of  Abia state said 

the meeting reviewed the 
state of  the nation and the 
readiness of  the PDP to res-
cue the nation from All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
misrule.

 The PDP governors said 
that by not signing the Elec-
toral Act Amendment Bill 
immediately, President Bu-
hari will be demonstrating 
that he is unwilling to give 
to Nigerians a reformed 
electoral framework.

“Waiting to run out the 
30 days is yet another sign 
of  unwillingness by Mr. 
President to give Nigeria a 
reformed Electoral frame-
work. 

“If  there are still misgiv-
ings on any aspect of  the 
Bill Amendments it may be 
introduced at a later stage.”

Again, the Governors ex-
pressed displeasure on the 
issue of  contaminated fuel 
that has been supplied to 
Nigerians. 

They urged the federa l 
government to bring the 
perpetrators to account. 

“The Governors frowned 
at the duplicity, inconsisten-
cy, insincerity of  the APC 
led Federal Government 
on the fuel subsidy regime, 
which has been badly and 
corruptly administered. 

“The figures of  consump-
tion and ascribed to Nige-
rians appear fictitious and 
bloated. 

They called for proper in-
vestigation to be conducted 
on this matter.”

Also in the communique, 
the Forum welcomed the 
Court decision on Police 

graduates as a result of  gov-
ernment’s failure in fulfilling 
its obligation to the citizens.

According to Uzoigwe, the 
poor should have access to 
affordable and quality edu-
cation as obtainable in other 
countries. He maintained that 
a system where the learning 
environment is not conducive 
enough, students will be great-
ly affected, adding that there 
is need to provide the neces-
sary infrastructure, research 
centres, scientific laboratories, 
engineering workshops, tools 
and materials amongst others 
that will impact positively on 
the quality of  graduates pro-
duced by the Universities.

He noted that most univer-
sities in the country are un-
der staffed hence the need to 
employ more lecturers that 

will cater for the teeming pop-
ulation of  students. He also 
disclosed that the system of  
proliferation of  Universities 
without adequate funding 
especially the existing ones 
should be revisited by the state 
governments, noting that if  
this continues it will amount 
to  “non performance and il-
literacy”.

Uzoigwe urged the FGN to 
implement its agreement to 
the betterment of  the students, 
according to him, the Union 
is standing on the position of  
not allowing the situation to 
continue but has resolved to 
embark on a total shut down 
of  academic activities if  the 
government fails to fully im-
plement its agreement. He en-
joined students to understand 
their stand in fighting a just 

course that will benefit them.
He insisted that students 

should on their part show 
commitment and display their 
displeasure over the situation 
to the government instead of  
using the opportunity of  the 
strike action to indulge in all 
forms of  illegalities like Ya-
hoo-Yahoo, prostitution, drug 
abuse and other crimes.

Unfortunately, he disclosed 
that just a few percentage of  
the student population are 
empathetic about the situa-
tion while others see it as an 
opportunity to engage in other 
activities. He said it’s disheart-
ening that most of  the Nige-
rian graduates cannot match 
with their counterparts in oth-
er countries hence the need for 
the government to act reason-
ably.

Ministers of The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria (PCN), Owerri Presbytery shortly after her 2022 ecclesiastical opening service held 
last Saturday at Aladinma, Owerri, Imo State led by the Moderator, Rt. Rev. Grace Enene Oku.

Trust Fund deductions from 
the Federation Account.

They noted it as a suit at 
the instance of  Rivers State 
and urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to stop similar un-
constitutional deductions 
from the Federation Ac-
count.

“In the same vein, the 
Revenue Mobilisation Allo-
cation and Fiscal Commis-
sion should expedite action 
on the new Revenue Alloca-
tion formula in such a way 
as to increase allocation to 
States and Local Govern-
ment.”

The PDP Governors were 
particularly delighted over 
the victory of  their party 
winning 43 out of  62 coun-
cillorship positions in the 
Abuja Area Council elec-
tion.

Fake teacher abducts 5 children
From Godson Nwosu, PH

F
ive children were abduct-
ed by a woman from their 
homes after she disguised 

as a teacher in the Rukpakulus 
axis of  Eliozu in Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State.
Three children aged between 
18-months and four years old 
were said to have been kid-
napped from one family and 
two others snatched from anoth-
er family. The mother of  the first 
three abducted children, Rose 
Monday, told newsmen in Port 
Harcourt that the woman took 
her children when they went 
over to their neighbours to play. 
Monday said the woman had 
disguised as a home lesson 
teacher looking to rent a make-
shift structure in the area.

The devastated woman fur-
ther said her children were 
last seen after the woman 
took them to buy notebooks, 
saying they never knew that 
she had a hidden agenda. 
She explained, “I was at home 
when one of  my children who 
was playing with her siblings 
came back alone. I asked her the 
whereabouts of  her brothers’. 
She said one aunty (woman) 
said she will bring them home.

“I asked where the woman 
had taken them to and she re-

plied that the woman took her 
to Oil Mill (a popular market 
in Port Harcourt) to start taking 
them on lessons and she and the 
other children followed her.

“They (children) were sev-
en including one of  my neigh-
bour’s children. She said the 
woman told her to go that 
she has given her money for 
transport, that she will bring 
her brothers to the house.” 
Mrs. Monday’s 14-year old 
daughter who was initially ab-
ducted by the mystery woman 
narrated how she (woman) 
let her and their neighbour’s 
son off  around the Oil Mill 
market axis, but went away 
with the other five children. 
The teenager said, “I told 
the aunty that the small one 
(child) don’t know how to 
write by herself  and the wom-
an can go and buy the books. 
“The woman said no, that 
she likes little children. As 
I followed her, she started 
watching me. When I re-
turned the looks, she smiled. 
“She now stopped a vehicle and 
all of  us entered. When we got 
to Oil Mill, the woman kept me 
there and sat down.

“The woman now told me she 
wants to take the children to go 
pick up something. So, I sat there 
for a long time.

newsmen outside courtroom 
the reason why he prayed the 
court to advise EFCC to re-
frain from taking steps on the 
arraignment of  his client saying 
that one cannot remain in diso-
bedience and claim to be push-
ing further charges in law.
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Editorial

AGF and the burden 
of credible general 
election in 2023 
T

he Attorney-General of the 
Federation (AGF) is the country’s 
Chief Law Officer with the special 

role of advising the government to 
ensure that the rule of law is maintained 
and that government actions pass acid 
test of constitutionality.

Section 150(1) of the 1999 
Constitution provides that: There 
shall be an Attorney-General of the 
Federation who shall be the Chief Law 
Officer of the Federation and a Minister 
of the Government of the Federation.

As stated among the list of his 
responsibilities in section 174 (3) of the 
1999 Constitution: “In exercising his 
powers under this section, the Attorney-
General of the Federation shall have 
regard to the public interest, the interest 
of justice and the need to prevent abuse 
of legal process”.

It is therefore, within the purview 
of the Attorney-General to advise the 
President and the government on all 
matters of law and correct interpretation 
of the Constitution. Considering 
the sensitivity of this office and the 
enormity of powers and responsibilities 
attached, any blunder in recruitment 
of its occupant has dire consequences. 
The office thus, requires a person with 
sobriety and clear-headedness.

The position requires a man of 
character who will rise above debilitating 
primordial cleavages that undermine 
national cohesion. The actions and 
utterances of whoever occupies the 
position must transcend partisanship 
and as such promote rule of law.

The fact that, an Attorney-General 
is answerable to his conscience and the 
interest of justice makes it even more 
imperative that whoever that occupies 
this office must rise above the maddening 
fray for the common good.

But, very unfortunately, Nigeria’s 
Attorney-General, Abubakar Malami, 
has shown clear interest to favouritism, 
bigotry and sectionalism in the discharge 
of his duties as the Attorney-General 
and Chief Law Officer of the country 
at the detriment of the rule of law. 
Abubakar Malami, seems to be serving 
his interest, President Muhammadu 
Buhari, his family and friends instead of 
seeing himself as the Attorney-General 
of the Federation and as well serving 
the nation.

Abubakar Malami was the national 
legal adviser for the defunct Congress 
for Progressives Change (CPC), a party 
founded by Muhammadu Buhari in 
2010 and was appointed the Attorney 
General of the Federation and Minister 
of Justice, in 2015, when Muhammadu 
Buhari won election as the president of 
Nigeria.

Malami is alleged to have on several 
occasions encouraged the federal 
government to disobey court orders; 
actions inimical to President Buhari’s 
claim of fighting corruption and 
insurgence in the country.

It could be recalled that President 
Muhammadu Buhari declined assent 
to the amended Electoral Act, when it 
was first transmitted to him for assent, 
late last year and subsequently returned 
the bill to the lawmakers to rework. It 
was alleged that the president’s action 
followed the advice of the Justice 
Minister, Abubakar Malami, that the 
bill was incapacitated by many anti-
democratic provisions. 

The controversy of the bill then 
centred on the mode of primary for 
selecting candidates for elections. In 
the amendment, the National Assembly 
(NASS) had provided only for direct 
primary, a regulation some feared was 
calculated to clip the wings of overbearing 
governors who had perfected the art of 
compelling delegates in indirect primary 
to do their bidding. But, since the bill 
also contained provision for electronic 
transmission of election results, most 
Nigerians were willing to sacrifice the 
direct primary provision.

Again, Malami has confirmed to 
newsmen on Tuesday that he had 
received the reworked amended bill 
from the President asking for review and 
advice. He further said, he will give the 
expected advice if the bill aligns with 
national interest. How he will measure 
that national interest is not known. 

We therefore urge the Attorney-
General, Abubakar Malami, to ensure, 
he advises the President in tandem with 
the public interest which centres around 
speedy assent of President Buhari to 
the reworked bill which was seamlessly 
packaged by the National Assembly to 
fast track the nation’s movement towards 
a credible election by 2023.
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Nigeria and the price of 
sovereign innumeracy
“

Dishonesty both in 
thought and deed were 
the prime bases of  the 

Nigerian troubles.”
Robert Collis, Nigeria in 

Conflict, p.187 (1970). Most 
people with a sense of  smell in 
political economy would easily 
know that Nigeria is in serious 
trouble but many don’t know 
how bad it is. In the past week, 
two voices who should know 
have piped up about how bad 
the situation is. Penultimate 
Governor of  the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria, Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi, lamented on a visit 
to Abeokuta, Ogun State last 
week that the country is in an 
“even deeper hole than we were 
in 2015” and is living in “extra-
time”. His Deputy Governor at 
the CBN, Kingsley Moghalu, 
in a separate assessment, said 
Nigeria is sitting on “a time 
bomb waiting to explode.”

In the same interview, 
Professor Moghalu explains 
that “what went wrong didn’t 
start with the Muhammadu 
Buhari presidency. It only got 
worse in the Muhammadu 
Buhari presidency, 
astronomically worse.” In 
a country founded on short 
memories, the story of  how 
Nigeria got into its current 
funk will be lost on especially 
the young people most of  
whom have not been afforded 
the capacity to cultivate a 
memory or sense of  history of  
the country. So, a short primer 
on Nigeria’s long descent into 
sovereign insolvency is useful, 
not merely because it should 
inform choices ahead of  a 
consequential poll in 2023 but, 
even more, it should remind 
us how a country that cannot 
count harms itself.

Nigeria is a crisis of  a 
country that cannot count 
and because it cannot count, 
refuses to account. The first 
crises of  post-colonial Nigeria 
arose with the 1962/63 
national census, the federal 
elections of  1964, and the 
elections in the old Western 
Region in 1965. Successively 
compromised by dis-honest 
counting, these three events 
ultimately preceded the 
descent into military rule, 
mass atrocity and war between 
1966 and 1970. As Robert 
Collis observes in his Nigeria 
in Conflict, “this atmosphere 
was…the main reason for the 
two coups and the civil war.”

The end of  the civil war was 
quickly followed by post-Arab-
Israeli (Yom Kippur War) 
Oil Boom. Many may not 
remember but from “December 
1970 and September 1973, 

official oil prices jumped from 
$1,21 to $2,90 per barrel, while 
spot values topped $5,00”, 
representing an increase of  
over 413%. Following the 
Arab-Israeli (Yom Kippur) 
War of  October 1973, the 
posted price would further 
rise by another 387% by the 
end of  1973. The country 
was awash with money that 
it did not know how to count. 
In two years, from 1973 to 
1975, Nigeria’s trade surplus 
suddenly spiked by 400% “from 
$1.5billion in 1973 to a record 
$6billion.” Nigeria’s military 
Head of  State then, Yakubu 
Gowon, still in his 30s and the 
country’s first four-star Army 
General, infamously boasted 
that “Nigeria’s problem is not 
money, but how to spend it.”

There was a national census 
in 1973 which, as Karl Maier 
recalls, proved to be “farcical. 
The results were never 
published.”

Intoxicated with liquidity 
hubris, the government of  
General Gowon initiated an 
ambitious public infrastructure 
project that required massive 
importation of  cement 
whose quantity we didn’t 
care to know. Led by rulers 
who were un-schooled in 
the complicated mechanics 
of  international commercial 
credits, the country received 
an inundation of  useless 
sand imports that it had not 
ordered and did not need. The 
government “which needed 2.9 
million metric tons for its own 
projects, ordered more than 16 
million. The sudden demand 
came at a cost: Nigeria was 
paying about $115 for a ton of  
cement, nearly three times the 
world price at the time. The 
cement came from just about 
everywhere…. An oversupply 
of  overpriced cement became 
the least of  the government’s 
problems as half  of  the world’s 
supply of  the building material 
diverted towards Nigeria, 
vastly outstripping the Port of  
Lagos’ capacity.”

In reality, much of  the 
import turned out to be 
overpriced sand. It necessitated 
massive commitments in 
demurrage, lost maritime 
contracts and revenues, and 
the leasing of  port space 
in neighbouring countries. 
Nigeria lost a lot of  money 
(no one has ever computed 
how much) and those that ran 
the country appeared to lose 
whatever marbles they had.

In one of  history’s most 
expensive piques of  martial 
fit, Nigeria’s then military 
government repudiated its 
payment obligations under 
the original commercial 
arrangements. Sued before 

courts in several European 
countries (including England, 
Germany, Switzerland and 
Austria), Nigeria unsuccessfully 
pleaded sovereign immunity 
in support of  its attempt to 
repudiate the contracts. It 
failed and, in so doing, changed 
international law on sovereign 
immunities. Armed with 
judgment debts that became 
due for payment together with 
accrued interest payments 
various international creditors 
easily enforced their judgment 
debts against Nigeria’s assets 
overseas. By the turn of  1980, 
the country became unable, 
strictly speaking, to finance its 
foreign commitments.

As the English Court of  
Appeal put it with characteristic 
understatement in the most 
famous of  these cases in 1977, 
this kind of  mess could only 
have been caused by “some 
mismanagement somewhere.” 
Rather than find out and fix 
the source of  this obvious 
mismanagement, Nigeria’s 

leaders sought new frontiers 
for money without adjusting 
the way government business 
was conducted. While the 
full import of  this debacle 
was unfolding, the military 
turned over power to a civilian 
administration following 
elections in which the counting 
was characteristically “tainted 
by the sort of  vote-rigging 
and intimidation that have 
marred all post-independence 
Nigerian Polls.”

Faced with national 
bankruptcy, the civilian 
government of  President Shehu 
Shagari declared “Austerity” 
in 1980. To ameliorate the 
resulting difficulties for 
working Nigerians, his federal 
government in 1981 established 
a task force, headed by then 
Transport Minister, Umaru 
Dikko, to import and distribute 
rice at subsidised prices to 
Nigerians. In today’s language, 
it would have been called 
“palliative”. The quantities 
were undetermined. Cement 
Armada was now replaced 
by Rice Armada and a few 
more millionaires were made 
at the expense of  the public 
interest. Import licensing for 
rice was in those days what the 
petrol subsidy racketeering has 
become today.

In four years between 
1979 and 1983, the country 
burnt a reputed four billion 
dollars on the Rice Armada 
and another $12 billion to 
sundry acts of  official plunder. 
In those days, the naira was 
stronger than the US dollar. 
Under the combined assault of  
these various difficulties, the 
Nigerian economy reportedly 
shrank at an annual average 
of  two percentage points or a 
cumulative eight percentage 
points in the four-year period 
from 1979 to 1983.

The elections of  1983 
were even more flawed than 
those of  1979. In a familiar 
reprise of  our incapacity to 
count, the ruling party, the 
National Party of  Nigeria, 
manufactured what it called 
a “landslide” characterised, 
as Karl Maier tells it “by 
rigging, violence, bribery, and 
wildly inflated voter turnouts.” 
Promising to put the country 
(and then President Shagari) 
out of  our collective miseries 
of  leadership and institutional 
ineptitude, the military 
overthrew and replaced the 
civilian regime on December 
31, 1983.

After the inconclusive 
interregnum of  the innumerate 
Muhammadu Buhari, 
Ibrahim Babangida, another 
General, took over power in 
August 1985, with a promise 
to initiate dialogue with the 

Bretton Woods institutions to 
assist Nigeria with a facility 
of  $2billion to alleviate its 
lingering balance of  payments 
crisis. In return, they required 
economic liberalisation. The 
fallacy was to assume that 
economic liberalisation could 
happen without political, 
institutional and ethical 
renewal of  government and 
how it was constituted and 
run.

To prolong himself  in 
power, Babangida contrived to 
corrupt politics and politicise 
corruption. In 1991, he made 
another unsuccessful attempt 
to conduct a national census. 
Meanwhile, the General was 
unable to count or account 
for the enhanced earnings 
– windfall – that accrued 
to Nigeria from the spike 
in international oil prices 
that followed the first Gulf  
War between 1992-1993. A 
subsequent investigation led 
by the economist, Dr. Pius 
Okigbo, allegedly estimated 
that about $12 billion of  these 
earnings were not accounted 
for, but the report remains 
officially not published.

In June 1993, when it 
seemed Nigeria had for once 
broken the curse of  a people 
that could not count with 
an election that was widely 
viewed as credible, Babangida 
inexplicably nullified the 
outcome. In the ensuing 
crisis, he was forced to “step 
aside” on August 27, 1993, 
whereupon he left the country 
in the hands of  the hapless 
Ernest Shonekan, a lawyer 
and former Chief  Executive of  
the United African Company 
Nigeria PLC, then the biggest 
conglomerate in Nigeria. The 
country had come full circle 
from its first contact with the 
British colonial expedition 
a little over a century earlier 
when, in 1886, the company 
started in 1879 by George 
Taubman Goldie as United 
African Company (UAC) 
received a Royal Charter to 
administer the Protectorate of  
Southern Nigeria.

Shonekan lasted all of  84 
days, overthrown in November 
1993 by General Sani Abacha, 
who, in under five years in 
power contrived to appropriate 
to himself  an estimated 3-5% 
of  the country’s GDP. No 
one has ever quite managed 
to put a firm figure on how 
much he actually stole but, 
according to former Attorney-
General of  the Federation, 
Bola Ige, Abacha “and his 
collaborators are estimated to 
have embezzled assets of  at 
least $5 billion.” The story was 
about to take off  and Nigeria is 
still paying the price.

By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

Nigeria is a crisis of 
a country that cannot 
count and because it 
cannot count, refuses 
to account. The �rst 

crises of post-colonial 
Nigeria arose with 

the 1962/63 national 
census, the federal 

elections of 1964, and 
the elections in the 
old Western Region 

in 1965. Successively 
compromised by 
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these three events 

ultimately preceded 
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military rule, mass 
atrocity and war 

between 1966 and 
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Collis observes in his 
Nigeria in Con�ict, 
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was…the main reason 
for the two coups and 

the civil war.”
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h e  o n e - m o n t h Tw a r n i n g  s t r i k e 
d e c l a r e d  b y  t h e 

Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, ASUU, has 
pitched the union against 
student's group, National 
Association of  Nigerian 
Students NANS, prompting 
a threat to protest the latest 
decision.

National President of  
NANS, Asefon Sunday 
while reacting to the strike 
in a statement entitled 
“ASUU Warning Strike: A 
Reckless Irresponsibility” 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e 
disappointment of  students.

It also frowned at the 

k r a i n i a n  L v iv 

UU n ive r s i t y  f o r 
Business and Law 

has called on the Nigerian 
government to invest more 
in the education sector to 
enhance national growth 
and development. 

T h e  C h i e f  o f  
International Relations 
D e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e 
Univer s i ty,  Ms.  Olga 
k ra snopera ,  gave  the 
suggestion in Abuja after 
the maiden lecture/award 
and annual lecture titled, 
'Prospects in strengthening 
U k r a i n e - N i g e r i a 
Diplomatic/Economic 
Relations.' 

During the event, many 
distinguished Nigerians, 
including renowned legal 
practitioner, Dr Reuben 
Atabo were conferred with 
H o n o r a r y  D o c t o r a t e 
d e g r e e s  b y  t h e  L v i v 
University for Business and 
Law. 

Krasnopera said the 
programme would benefit 
the two countries.

“There is the need to 
develop education; it is the 
best thing in the world, 
because education is light if  
we have to lead in society. 

“Every country should 
invest more in education 
now, not only Nigeria, 
because we are growing 
fast, our economy, internet, 
everything is developing 
f a s t .  S o  t h a t ' s  w h y 
investment is necessary all 
around the globe, not just in 
Nigeria, in the US in 
U k r a i n e ,  i n  K e n y a 
everywhere”, she said. 

S h e  a l s o  a d v i s e d 
N i g e r i a n s  s e e k i n g 
education to come to 
Ukraine which, according 
to her, has a very strong 
educational background. 

Presenting a paper on 
the prospects for deepening 

bi lateral  relationships 
between the two countries, 
Prof. Mike Ikupolati said 
all must join hands to make 
Nigeria great. 

Also speaking,  the 
chairman of  FTAISA, 
S k i l l s  a n d 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
Development Centre, 

Dr Cliff  Ogbede, said it 
was instructive to know 
that Ukraine, having robust 
diplomatic relations with 
Niger ia ,  was  of fer ing 
a f fordable  Univers i ty 
admission to Nigerian 
students with an estimated 
number hovering above 
12,000 currently. 

T h e  e v e n t  a l s o 

witnessed the conferment 

of  doctorate degrees on 

s e l e c t e d  e m i n e n t 

Nigerians.

he Joint Universities TP r e l i m i n a r y 
Examinations Board 

has delisted Delta State 
University, Abraka, from 
being an affiliate member 
after it cancelled the 2021 
preliminary examinations 
held in the school over 
a l l e g e d  w i d e s p r e a d 
examination malpractices. 

This was contained in a 
le t ter  addressed to  the 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  V i c e -
Chancellor, Prof. Andy 
Egwunyenga. 

The letter read partly, 
“ Fo l l ow i n g  t h e  r e p o r t 
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e 
investigative panel regarding 
the conduct of  the 2021 
JUPEB examinations, the 
academic board and the 
JUPEB governing board 
approved that the indicted 
universities be delisted as an 
affiliate member of  JUPEB 

for five years, and the results 
o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s 
c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e s e 
universities be cancelled due 
to widespread malpractices”. 

It read further, “Delta 
State University is one of  the 
indicted universities hence; 
the vice Chancellor is hereby 
notified of  the approval of  
JUPEB governing board.

“The governing board 
of  JUPEB is also displeased 
with this outcome of  event, 
which was due to poor 
conduct of  examinations in 
the university.

“The governing board 
of  JUPEB at an emergency 
meeting held on January 25, 
2022 has therefore directed 
that all students currently 
registered for 2021/2022 
session of  the programme in 
your university be moved to 
the nearest affiliate university 
to write the 2022 JUPEB 
examinations”. 

manner  the  par t ies  in 
d i s p u t e  h a n d l e d  t h e 
negotiation, stressing that 
i t s  members  had been 
traumatised for too long.

A s e f o n  u r g e d  t h e 
parties in dispute to return 
to the negotiation table 
without further delay to 
salvage the situation and 
prevent further pain to 
students.

“We, therefore, inform 
the Minister of  Labour to 
expect us in our numbers 
and ASUU should be ready 
to return to the table to end 
this avoidable, reckless and 
repugnant strike. Let me 
assure the Minister of  

Labour that our protest in 
h i s  o f f i c e  t o d a y  i s 
introductory and child's 
play compared to what is to 
come. We are resolute more 
than before to ensure we 
hold government, especially 
the ministry of  labour 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e 
incessant strike actions” 
Asefon said

The statement read, 

 peace advocacy 

Agroup under the 
aegis of  Coalition 

f o r  Pe a c e  I n  N i ge r i a , 
COPIN, has warned against 
ongoing mischievous efforts 
i n  s o m e  q u a r t e r s  t o 
denigrate the integrity of  the 
Vice-Chancellor, Federal 
University of  Lokoja, FUL, 
Prof. Olayemi Akinwumi, 

by some elements.
T h e  g r o u p  w h i c h 

expressed worry at a report 
against the VC by an online 
p l a t f o r m  c a u t i o n e d 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
de l ibe ra te  a t t empts  a t 
p u l l i n g  d o w n  l e a d e r s 
occupying positions of  
responsibility.

The peace advocacy 
group said its  warning 
fol lowed a provocative 
report, on the platform, 
d a t e d  S a t u r d a y,  1 2 t h 
February 2022, and entitled, 
“Federal University Lokoja 
(FUL) VC Accused of  
S e x u a l  S c a n d a l  A n d 
Drunkenness”.

C o n s e q u e n t  t o  t h e 
allegations described by 
COPIN as “spurious”, as 
well as a “campaign of  
c a l u m n y ”  a i m e d  a t 
denigrating the person and 
office of  the VC of  FUL.

To this  end,  i t  has 
a p p e a l e d  t o  s e c u r i t y 
agencies to immediately 
commence investigation 
into the case, with a view to 
bringing to deserved justice 
perpetrators of  wicked acts.

In a statement signed by 
its National Coordinator, 
M r.  A k w u o b i  E m e k a , 
COPIN appealed to relevant 
authorities to, without delay, 
invite authors of  the report, 
for a thorough investigation, 
and prosecution, where 
culpability is established.

“The attention of  the 
Coali t ion for  Peace In 
Nigeria (COPIN) has been 
drawn to an orchestrated 
c a m p a i g n  o f  c a l u m n y 
against the person and office 
of  the Vice-Chancellor, 
Fe d e r a l  U n ive r s i t y  o f  
L o k o j a  ( F U L ) ,  P r o f . 
Olayemi Akinwumi, by 
some hirelings operating on 
the platform of  “, Emeka 
said in the statement.

While vouching for the 
integrity of  the VC, COPIN 
reaffirmed its neutral, and 
non-profit disposition, with 
a focus on peacebuilding and 
advocacy.

The statement reads in 
full: “In the report that 
smacks of  pitiable lack of  
rudimentary knowledge of  
s y n t a x ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
composition, the promoters 
of  the platform tried to dress 
the FUL's Vice-Chancellor 
i n  a n  a m o r o u s  g a r b , 
ostensibly to justify the 
hatchet job handed them by 
their paymasters.

“Ordinarily, we would 
have ignored the deliberate 
attempt to drag the hard-
earned name of  a reformist-
academic through the mud, 
considering the fact that 
COPIN is a non-profit, 
peace  advocacy  g roup 
championing the course of  a 
united Nigeria founded on 
'unity in diversity, religious 
tolerance, electoral integrity, 
and democratic stability.

“ We  a r e,  h oweve r, 
constrained by the fact that 

this vexatious report, if  not 
challenged by well-meaning 
organisations, groups, and 
individuals, has the potential 
of  discouraging reform-
minded administrators from 
executing result-oriented 
programmes.

“ I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s 
backdrop, that we call on 
relevant security agencies to, 
as a matter of  urgency, 
investigate the allegations 
against the VC of  FUL.

“We urge the authorities 
to, without further delay, 
invite – for questioning – 
authors of  the story, in a bid 
to establish its veracity, or 
otherwise.

“ We  r e s p e c t f u l l y 
demand that the promoters 
of  the piece be made to 
identify the anonymous 
' female student '  of  the 
university, who was said to 
h a v e  v o l u n t e e r e d 
information on the alleged 
m i s c o n d u c t  o f  P r o f . 
Ak inwumi ,  a s  we l l  a s 
owners, or management of  
'Ganaja hotel'.

“Without prejudice to 
the anticipated probe, we 
make bold to say that Prof. 
Akinwumi is a man of  
resilience, who has worked 
so hard to earn a pedigree 
and good name for himself.

“We will, therefore, not 
a l l ow  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t 
masquerade as 'investigative 
journalists' to rubbish this 
hard-earned reputation, for 
a mess of  pottage”.

“we have received the news 
of  the decision of  ASUU to 
e m b a r k  o n  a  m o n t h 
warning strike with great 
disappointment. We have 
thought ASUU and FG 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t o p 
executives would allow 
reason to prevail, reach 
c o m p r o m i s e ,  a c t 
responsibly in the interest of  
the education sector and 

indeed Nigeria, to do all that 
is required to responsibly 
avert this avoidable strike.

“ We  a r e  e q u a l l y 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e 
government for not doing 
everything possible to avert 
this embarrassment. We are 
also disappointed with the 
ASUU for reaching this 
conclusion irrespective of  
the implications to the 

s t u d e n t s ,  a c a d e m i c 
calendar, research they 
claim to love, national 
security, and sanity”.

Recall that ASUU had 
in its weekend meeting in 
Lagos settled for a month-
long strike to pressurize the 
government to accede to 
existing demands which cut 
across funding and other 
welfare packages.

NANS decries latest warning strike by ASUU, threatens protest

Invest more in education,
Ukrainian varsity tells
Nigeria

FUL VC: Group warns against character
assassination

JUPEB suspends DELSU
for five years, cancels
2021 results
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he Academic Staff  TU n i o n  o f  
Universities has 

said Joint Admissions and 
Matriculations Board has 
no right to conduct higher 
institutions admission. 

A statement signed by 
the national president, 
ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osodeke, said JAMB's 
action of  handling higher 
institutions admission was 
an encroachment in to the 
University autonomy. 

I t  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
JAMB had no power to 
decide qualification for 
admission and had no 
power to give admission or 
delist  programmes of  
universities. 

“The autonomy of  
un ive r s i t i e s  i s  under 
increasing threat by the 
meddlesome activities of  
JA M B  i n  a d m i s s i o n 
processes and regulation 
of  academic activities in 
the Nigerian University 
S y s t e m .  J A M B  w a s 
created by an Act of  the 
National Assembly in 
1978 and is responsible for 
t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  
m a t r i c u l a t i o n 
e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r 
admission into a tertiary 
institution in Nigeria, 
appointment of  examiners 
a n d 
collection/dissemination 
of  information on all 
m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o 

entrance examinations. It 
is the prerogative and 
responsibility of  each 
u n i ve r s i t y  s e n a t e  t o 
s u p e r i n t e n d  ove r  a l l 
academic matters in the 
university. These include 
sett ing the admission 
requirements and approval 
o f  u n i v e r s i t y 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d 
p o s t g r a d u a t e 
programmes.

ASUU said JAMB 
was an examination body 
and clearinghouse for 
admission into tertiary 
institutions. 

“Giving admission to 
candidates is the duty of  
senate, while regulation or 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  
p r o g r a m m e r s  i s  t h e 
prerogative of  National 
Universities Commission. 
However, it is a matter of  
r e g r e t  t h a t  JA M B  i s 
opera t ing  outs ide  i t s 
jurisdiction of  collecting 
a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i n g 
information on matters 
relating to admissions 
f r o m  r e s p e c t i v e 
inst i tut ions  based on 
senate recommendations. 
“We call upon JAMB to 
desist from overstepping 
its original mandate and 
a l low Univers i t ies  to 
dec ide  on  admiss ion 
policies and processes.” 

The statement also 
said ASUU described the 
appointment of  Federal 

M i n i s t e r  o f  
Communicat ions  and 
D i g i t a l  E c o n o my  o f  
Nigeria, Dr Isah Pantami  
a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  
Cybersecur i ty  by  the 
Federal University of  
Te c h n o l o g y,  O w e r r i 
illegal. 

ASUU maintained 
that Pantami was not 
qua l i f i ed ,  say ing  the 
appointment  violated 
established procedure for 
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  
professors in the university. 

“You may recall that 
our union disassociated 
i t s e l f  f r o m  t h e 
appointment of  Dr Isah 
Pantami as a professor of  
c y b e r s e c u r i t y  b y  t h e 
FUTO during our NEC 
m e e t i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e 
University of  Abuja on 
1 8 t h - 1 9 t h N ove m b e r, 
2021, until a Fact-Finding 
Team to be dispatched to 
the branch reports its 
findings. The team visited 
t h e  b r a n c h  o n  1 0 t h -
14thFebruary, 2022, and 
reported back to NEC. As 
a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
comprehensive repor t 
submi t t ed  on  a l l  the 
relevant matters, NEC 
hereby rejects in its entity 
t h e  p u r p o r t e d 
appointment of  Pantami 
a s  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
cybersecurity. 

“From the evidence 
available to us, Pantami 

was not qualified, and the 
said appointment violated 
established procedure for 
appointment of  professors 
in the university. 

“NEC directed all 
members and branches of  

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TCommissioner of  
Police, Mr Abiodun 

Alabi, has said his office 
w i l l  s u p p o r t  C a l e b 
University, Imota, Lagos in 
terms of  security. 

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  a 
courtesy visit to Caleb 
University, Alabi promised 
to assist the institution in 
whatever level required in 
the area of  security, saying 
he would ensure no human 
rights were breached in the 
state. 

“On security issues, 
police can't do it alone, we 
need the public to partner 
with us so we can share 
information together.” 

Alabi also said there was 
the need to enforce the law 
against land trespassers in 
Lagos, saying the issue of  
land trespassers was a 
major problem in Lagos.

This was after the Vice-
C h a n c e l l o r  o f  C a l e b 
University, Prof. Nosa 
Owens-Ibie, complained 
about the activities of  land 

grabbers on their proposed 
staff  quarters land in Imota 
and Medical College land 
at Lekki-Ajah, Awoyaya, 
which had hindered the 
institution from developing 
the lands. 

A l a b i  s a i d ,  “ L a n d 
trespassing is a major 
problem in Lagos. As long 
a s  yo u  c a n  e s t a b l i s h 
ownership, it is criminal for 
someone else to claim 
ownership. We need to 
enforce laws against land 
trespassers. It is a matter of  
getting them arrested and 
they will learn. We will see 
to it that it doesn't occur 
again.”

O w e n s - I b i e  a l s o 
r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
permanent police patrol 
team pin down point, along 
the highway in front of  the 
university gate, adding that 
this would discourage 
undesirable elements and 
criminals from any attack 
on the university. 

“We humbly request for 

your assistance, advice, and 
recommendation by virtue 
o f  y o u r  w e a l t h  o f  
experience on security 
issues. We appreciate the 
presence of  the patrol 
vehicles along Ikorodu-
Agbowa road on stop and 
search duties, to minimise 
crime in the area,” he said. 

r e s h  f a c t s  h ave Femerged about the 
4 0 0  l e v e l 

Philosophy student of  the 
University of  Calabar, 
UNICAL, Effiom Paul, 
who cl imbed the 60f t 
stadium floodlights tower 
to protest the dilapidated 
U.J Esuene stadium.

Findings showed that 
Paul who climbed the 
F loodl ight  tower  las t 
Thursday to protest the 
dilapidated state of  the U.J 
Esuene stadium, was high 
on hard drugs, and his 
earlier claim of  being 
“moved by God” was the 
effect of  the illicit substance 
he took in the early hours of  
that fateful day.

A n  i m p e c c a b l e 
s e c u r i t y  s o u r c e  w h o 
pleaded anonymity told 
newsmen that after Paul 
w a s  r e s c u e d  b y  S P 

Abdulhameed Awodi and 
his AKCS squad, he was 
taken to their command for 
profiling.

“Upon examination, it 
was discovered that he was 
not really stable, and this 
was contrary to reports and 
allegations by the Student 
U n i o n  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
UNICAL that he was being 
detained by the police, he 
was actually going through 
examination.

“After a cursory look 
and observation, the police 
d iscovered he  needed 
medical examination, he 
was then taken to the 
Federal Neuro-Psychiatric 
Hospital, Calabar, where 
he  i s  cur ren t ly  be ing 
admitted and various tests 
carried out to find out the 
exact substance he took and 
f u r t h e r  t r e a t m e n t 
administered.

It was gathered that 
Paul as at the time of filing 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  wa s  s t i l l 
unstable as he was still 
complaining of  pains in his 
chin and jaw as well as 
visibly unstable.

It was further learned 
that the result of  his test will 
be out soon to ascertain the 
exact substance he has been 
taken for better treatment.

When contacted, the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, ASP Irene Ugbo 
said on telephone, Tuesday 
that it was unfortunate that 
many young people have 
taken to ingesting different 
illicit substances without 
dangerous consequences in 

their health and general 
wellbeing.

I r e n e  s a i d  a f t e r 
medical examination by 
experts at their end, they 
noticed that Paul was not 
really in a stable condition 
and their findings proved 
he was on hard drugs.

“He took something 
that “pushed” him to climb 
that tower of  about 60 ft, he 
d i d n ' t  c l i m b  t o  s t e a l 
anything or kill himself, but 
his actions were scary as 
well as disturbing, so after 
profiling and examination, 
he was referred to Federal 
Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital 
Calabar Road, and he has 
been there for six days now.

“This is the reason we 
have zero tolerance for 
illicit drug sale or use in any 
form or quantity and we go 
after drug dealers, peddlers 
to nip this kind of  ugly 
incident in the bud, if  not 
for the timely intervention 
of  Dragon Squad, only 
God knows what would 
have happened.

“We are glad he was 
safely brought down by our 
men from that  height 
unhurt, we want us this 
medium to further warn 
those in the line of  business 
of  drugs, especially those 
selling in the corners of  the 
streets, and unregistered 
drug outlets, to desist from 
such, they are causing more 
harm and cutting short the 
d e s t i n i e s  o f  y o u n g 
promising Nigerians,” 
Ugbo warned.

our union throughout the 
Nigerian federation not to 
recognise, accord or treat 
Dr Isah Pantami as a 
professor of  cybersecurity 
under any guise. NEC also 
resolved to sanction all 

ASUU members  who 
participated in the process 
that led to the illegal 
a p p o i n t m e n t  i n 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
established procedures of  
our union.” 

JAMB has no power to conduct admissions –ASUU
…Pantami illegally appointed professor

UNICAL Student who climbed 60ft
stadium floodlight to protest was
on 'hard drugs' – Investigation

Lagos CP visits Caleb Varsity,
promises partnership
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n every February 14, 

Opopu la r ly  known as 
Valent ine ' s  Day,  the 

society is literally painted Red 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  m e s s a g e s , 
expressions, illustrations and 
events to highlight and celebrate 
Love. Despite the innovation and 
c rea t iv i t y  wh ich  mark  the 
celebration in different cultures 
and contexts, its content consists 
majorly of  passing physical, social 
and affective pleasures. Thus, the 
Love being highlighted and 
celebrated in society today with 
dissipation of  enormous human, 
material, financial and time 
resources has the “Shade of  
Pleasure” only. Hence, it is highly 
limited and therefore deficient.

For the celebration of  Love on 
Valentine's Day to impact and 
benefit society beyond mere 
ephemeral (passing) pleasure, 
other “shades of  love” often 
forgotten should be highlighted 
and celebrated too. Some of  those 
forgotten shades of  love include 
the following:

Love as sacrifice: Love is not 
only manifests as a pleasure to be 
received and enjoyed; it is also a 
sacrifice to be made and endured. 
In pleasure, love receives and 
gains; but in sacrifice, it gives and 
loses. The more the sacrifice, the 
greater the love. Hence, “greater 
love than this no one has, that a 
man lays down his life for his 
friends”(John.15:13).

Love is tested in pain: Pleasure 
makes love cheap, easy and 
desirable. It is pain that tests love 
a n d  r eve a l s  i t s  d e p t h  a n d 
authenticity. Pleasure easily 
attracts Love but the strength or 
stamina of  the love; that is, how far 
it can go or last is not known until 
pain replaces pleasure. Hence, 
“Love is not love until it begins to 
pain”(St. Mother Theresa of  
Calcutta)

Love needs faith: Pleasure is 
easily visible, perceived and 
accessed. All it needs to thrive is 

emotions – feelings. That is why it 
is the commonest enabler of  love; 
providing the environment for love 
to germinate and bloom even at 
shor t  inter val .  But,  as  “no 
condition is permanent”, pleasure 
often gives way to experiences and 
circumstances that contradict and 
wound Love. Then, love must 
keep believing its convictions to 
survive and endure; otherwise, it 
dies in the face of  contradictions. 
Thus, Love needs faith, even as 
“Faith works through Love” 
(Gal.5:6). True Love survives 
trying and turbulent times because 
it keeps believing that in due time 
all shall be well.

Love as actions: Love as 
pleasure talks too much; spews out 
lots of  “sweet words” in promises, 
affections and bloated ego to 
remain relevant and dominate the 
emotional space. But, Love as 
actions is beyond words. There is 
so much noise (words) about Love 
on Valentine's Day; yet not much 
is seen of  the Love, because of  lack 
of  action. Thus, “true love is now 
more of  ghosts often talked about, 

but rarely seen” (Francis De La 
Rochefoucauld).

The Society feels very little or 
no impact of  the Love being touted 
and celebrated on Valentine's Day. 
If  not; the poor, needy, prisoners, 
the sick, the aged, homeless and 
the vulnerable and others at the 
fringe of  Society would surely feel 
the impact.

In this regard, the Love being 
celebrated on Valentine's Day 
should be active and visible in the 
Society as works of  mercy, both 
spiritual and corporal.

Spiritual works of  mercy: 
Instruct the ignorant/confused, 
Counsel the doubtful/afraid, 
Admonish the sinner, Bear wrongs 
patiently, Comfort the afflicted 
and Pray for the Living and the 
Dead.

Corporal works of  mercy: 
Feed the hungry, Give drink to the 
thirsty, Shelter the homeless, Visit 
the sick, Visit the prisoners and 
Bury the dead.

That all the noise about 
Valentine's Day has no bearing on 

any of  the above works of  mercy is 
e n o u g h  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e 
celebration is essentially an 
“exaltation and worship of  
pleasure”; hence, its deficiency in 
value.

The character of  love: As 
pleasure, love is a mere “material 
entity” quantified and measured 
in terms of  eating, drinking, 
dancing, sex etc. Hence, Love as 
pleasure is a mere thing without 
any identity and character. No 
wonder, it easily fizzles away 
sooner than later, while addicting 
the celebrants with the desire for 
more as if  “the more the pleasure, 
the more the urge for more and 
more”.

But, Love transcends the 
material sphere to a “spiritual 
e n t i t y ”  w i t h  “ b e h av i o u r a l 
character” which gives it identity 
and sets it apart from mere 
pleasure or other human values or 
qualities.

Here is the character of  Love, 
for which it is the highest human 
value and quality: “Love is patient 

and kind; it is not jealous or 
conceited or proud. Love is not ill-
mannered or selfish or irritable; 
love does not keep a record of  
wrongs. Love is not happy with 
evil; but is happy with the truth. 
Love never gives up; and it faith, 
hope and patience never fail. Love 
is eternal” (1Cor.13:4-8). If  only 
this Love is highlighted and 
celebrated on Valentine's Day, 
what a peaceful, loving and happy 
society we shall have.

Conclusion: Celebration of  
Love on Valentine's Day should be 
a highlight and exaltation of  our 
shared humanity in which the 
awareness of  our commitment to 
the good, wellbeing and progress 
of  one another should be the 
focus. Such focus would generate 
and deepen a firm resolve in us to 
cherish and honour the human 
person, preserve human life and 
transit it from the “prevailing 
culture of  death to a culture of  life 
by a civilisation of  Love” (Pope St. 
John Paul II).

e need to have a very 

Wdifficult conversation 
about the Nigerian 

youth. Under the banner of  
political correctness, we have 
sugar-coated this issue for too 
long and carefully avoided 
raising the red flags to dodge 
public backlash.

Males and females are mostly 
well-built, athletic, brimming 
with energy and creativity. Why 
would youngsters with such 
moving attributes derive pleasure 
in seeking shortcuts to success, 
fame and wealth? Why are terms 
like 'hard work', 'rigour', 'loyalty', 
'tenacity' and 'learning' rapidly 
disappearing from youthful 

dictionaries? What is behind the 
excessive craze for stupendous 
w e a l t h  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r 
education, skills, experience and 
effort? What happened to the 
v a l u e s  o f  c o n t e n t m e n t , 
fulfilment, perseverance, passion 
and inner peace?

Without coating it, 90% 
(possibly more) of  Nigerian 
g r a d u a t e s  a r e 
U.N.E.M.P.L.O.Y.A.B.L.E. If  
you sit through interview panels, 
you will weep for this country. 
The lack of  self-preparation for 
any role is heart-wrenching. If  
e m p l o y a b i l i t y  i s  f u r t h e r 
measured by the ability to write 
flawlessly, critical thinking, 
rigorous research and data 
analysis, the percentage of  

employable graduates shrinks to 
three per cent. What is strange is 
t h a t  t h e  9 0 %  t h a t  a r e 
unemployable want the top jobs, 
f a s t - m o v i n g  c a r s ,  s h i n y 
Instagram pages,  hol idays 
abroad, foreign citizenships and 
lots of  money! And they want it 
overnight!

Result?
Ya h o o - ya h o o.  R i t u a l s . 

Robberies. Prostitution. “Sugar-
daddying”. “Baby-mamaing”. I 
know of  nobody that made 
sustainable wealth through these 
methods. What you see on social 
media is largely make-belief. 
Illusions. There are no greener 
pastures anywhere. You can 
make your grass as green as you 
want. It requires effort, industry, 

patience and tenacity.
I think the massive skill-

deficit is responsible for the 
t r ave l - a b r o a d - q u i c k  f eve r 
spreading like wildfires across 
the country. Folks making 
money off  gullible young people 
desperate to travel abroad really 
need to slow down. Living 
abroad is not easy. You'll still 
work. Very hard. Several shifts 
day  and  n igh t .  Pay  taxes 
religiously.  And send some back 
home. Every day is a struggle. 
The same struggle you ran away 
from.

uccess  i s  not  locat ion-
specific. I have said this many 
times. A good education, self-
preparat ion,  high ski l l set , 
perseverance, hard work and 

God's grace are the ONLY 
i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  s u c c e s s . 
Connections may help, but the 
highly-skilled and the well-
prepared can thrive without it. 
You must invest time (at least 10 
years) honing and sharpening 
your skills. When you acquire 
topnotch skills, you become 
globally marketable and be 
sought after from all corners of  
the world. You'll go wherever you 
want and return whenever you 
like. You become a global citizen 
and begin to live life on your own 
terms. You'll have no need for 
social media goons soliciting to 
'help', 'coach' or 'teach' you how 
to travel abroad.

You can start again. Rethink!

Issues

Society

Valentine's Day: The forgotten shades of love

Conversation about Nigerian youths needed
By Ms Victoria Ibezim-Ohaeri

By Fr. Chidube Ubili
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Special Report

T
he declaration, on 
Monday, of  a one month 
warning strike by the 

members of  Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities (ASUU) 
has created tension across the 
country.

The industrial action, 
according to the President 
of  ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osadoke during a press 
briefing, was the decision of  the 
National Executive Committee 
(NEC) of  the union aimed at 
driving home their demands 
from the federal government.

According to Prof. Osadoke, 
“The NEC of  our union had 
resolved to embark on a four-
week total and comprehensive 
strike beginning from February 
14. That is the resolution of  
the last NEC meeting held on 
February 12 and 13.”

He continued, “The patience 
of  our members has been 
dragged beyond a tolerable 
limit.”

Some of  the agitations by 
the academic union include 
federal government’s failure 
to implement the agreement 
it signed with ASUU in 2009, 
poor salary payment, poor 
release of  funds for the building 
of  infrastructure in universities 
and non-payment of  earned 
academic allowances.

Other issues are 
their call for the use of  
Universities Transparency 
and Accountability Solution 
(UTAS) instead of  the 
Integrated Personnel and 
Payroll Information System by 
the federal government  for the 
payment of  academic staff ’s 
wages and for staff  biometric 
data base.

The development has not 
only generated tension in 
the minds of  undergraduates 
and their parents but has also 
created anxiety around the 
entire Nigeria’s  education 
system, going by the far 
reaching implications it is likely 
to produce.

With the commencement 
of  the one-month warning 
strike on Monday, academic 
calendar has been disrupted in 
all public universities in Nigeria 
while those who are due for the 
mandatory one year National 
Youth Service may not proceed 
for scheme.

Those on research courses 
have also been affected even as 
the various campuses are to be 
deserted.

This is also taking into 
account that many students are 
already trailing behind their 
supposed period of  graduation 
after spending two or three 
extra years on campus.

The future of  the nation is 

Implications of ASUU’s one-month 
warning strike on university students

also hanging precariously as 
the two sides on the negotiation 
table have refused to shift 
ground to achieve a lasting 
stability in our universities 
and uninterrupted academic 
calendar.

The ever rising insecurity in 
parts of  the country is the reason 
why the federal government 
should have put all negotiation 
mechanism in place to prevent 
the strike.

Making the position of  
Nigerian students known 
on Monday, the President 
of  National Association of  
Nigerian Students (NANS) 
Comrade Asefa Sunday 
described the development as 
great disappointment, pointing 
out that Nigerian students 
would not accept the strike.

He condemned the federal 
government for not being able 
to nip the strike in the bud and 
also condemned ASUU for 
not considering the interest of  
Nigerian students.

“We are disappointed 
with ASUU for reaching 
this conclusion, irrespective 
of  implications to the 
staff, academic calendar, 
research they claim to love, 
national security and sanity. 
Government and ASUU by this 
action sent a direct message to 
Nigerian students to also take 
positions.”

Comrade Sunday warned 
that  “We will fight this impunity 
and recklessness without any 
consideration other than an 
immediate end to this strike”, 
telling Nigerians to expect their 
actions from February 17.

If  the threat of  the NANS 
leader is anything to go by, 

From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

the nation may be in slide into 
unimaginable security crises 
unless the demands of  the 
students are considered.

Solution to it cannot be 
achieved through any other 
avenue if  not an immediate 
return to negotiation table by 
the federal government and 
ASUU for the academic staff  to 
return to classes.

This position is not 
farfetched when the 2020 End 
SARS protests are remembered.

How a peaceful EndSARS 
protest that was organised to 
protest the killings of  innocent 
Nigerians and the maiming 
of  others, was hijacked by 
hoodlums in various States of  
the federation to wreck havoc 
on public property, is still vivid 
in the minds of  Nigerians.

Many innocent youths were 
also killed during the EndSARS 
protests while several public 
properties, especially Police 
stations and prison facilities 
were set ablaze, leading to 
escape of  criminals in those 
custodies.

More spectacular was 
the Lekki gate shooting of  
protesters by military men, 
though the federal government 
has continued to deny the 
reports that people were killed 
at Lekki.

It is of  note that a good 
number of  early participants 
in End SARS were university 
undergraduates  and this is why 
the threat by the NANS should 
not be ignored.

Significantly, the nation is 
presently facing an upsurge 
in the cases of  money ritual 
practices among the youths 
and allowing this strike to go 

on would lead students to be 
misled into one social vices or 
another.

Regular industrial action 
could also dwindle the interest of  
the students to study and result 
to high incidence of  dropping 
out by undergraduates.

Speaking to News Echo on 
their decision, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osadoke, the President 
of  ASUU who teaches at 
Michael Okpara University of  
Agriculture, Umudike, Abia 
State said the strike by his 
members was the best way to 
go, if  education would be saved 
in Nigeria.

He appealed to Nigerian 
students, parents and other 
stakeholders for understanding.

Osadoke, who is a Professor 
of  Soil Science, slammed 
the federal government for 
consistently betraying the 
sincerity and sacrifice of  ASUU 
members.

Also, the Chairman of  
ASUU at Michael Okpara 
University of  Agriculture, 
Umudike, Prof. Chike Ugwuene 
cried out that federal legislators 
and most political appointees 
in Nigeria are receiving more 
wages than university lecturers. 
“The records are there to 
vindicate us. A Professor now 
earn below $1000 per month 
when compared to the jumbo 
take home of  legislators and 
other appointees.”

Prof  Ugwuene went on, “Are 
you not aware that the salaries 
of  National Assembly members 
increased on yearly basis? But 
the federal government is still 
dribbling the academic staff.”

In an  interview, the 
Chairman of  ASUU in Abia 

State University, Uturu, 
Dr. Victor Nkemdirim told 
Nigerians to hold the federal 
government responsible for 
the industrial action they have 
embarked upon.

Raising the alarm, a Bishop 
of  Methodist Church Nigeria 
and president of  Vision Africa 
Radio station, Umuahia, 
Bishop Sunday Onuoha said 
it was a shame that the federal 
government could not agree 
with ASUU. 

He warned that the 
insecurity in the nation may 
worsen if  students are allowed 
to roam the streets.

A final year  micro biology 
at Michael Okpara University 
of  Agriculture, Kennedy 
Uzondu who could not hide 
his disappointment, lamented 
that some of  his friends in other 
universities have since finished 
their youth service and he is 
still here trying to take his final 
exams.”

Kennedy bemoaned that 
poor parents are being strained 
the more and appealed for 
immediate resolution of  the 
matter.

Speaking to News Echo 
on the effect of  the strike on 
prospective NYSC members, 
the Public Relations Officer 
(PRO) of  NYSC in Abia State, 
Mr. Nnachi Omaka said the 
Abia State coordinator of  
NYSC, Mr. Dennis Jingi is in 
the right position to respond to 
the issue.

He however acknowledged 
that  participating graduates 
are sent to the NYSC from 
their schools before they are 
mobilised for service.

At student’s affairs office of  
Abia State University, Uturu, 
some non-academic staff  
were still seen attending to 
some students who came for 
clearance purposes.

Some non-academic staff  
were also met on duty.

A female non-academic 
staff  explained that those 
students who are through with 
their financial and academic 
clearance  before the one 
month warning strike would 
be mobilised for youths service 
even if  ASUU strike continues.

“ASUU strike is not NYSC 
strike,” said the non-academic 
staff.

But the same could not be 
said of  the academic staff, as 
they joined the warning strike.

Meanwhile, the minister of  
Labour and productivity, Dr. 
Chris Ngige said the striking 
lecturers embarked on illegal 
leave, explaining that they 
are employees of  the federal 
government.

This position by the minister 
produce more crises than 
solution.

Ngige, Labour Minister
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News Analysis

A
bia State 
government has 
said that it has 

concluded arrangements 
to create a new 
residential housing estate 
to be known as Abia New 
Town Layout.

The Layout, which 
is to be developed by 
the federal housing 
authority, would be built 
on hectares of  lands 
acquired by the Abia State 
government, from some 
donor communities.

The proposed  Abia 
New Town Layout, 
according to the 
permanent secretary, 
Abia State Ministry of  
lands, survey and urban 
planning, Mr Aaron 
Bestman, is to be located 
before  the popular Ntigha 
junction, along Umuahia-
Aba federal road.

It is to be developed 
on a 140-hectare of  
lands being acquired 
from the above named 
communities which 
according to him, would 
not only solve housing 
needs of  Abians but 
would bring development 
to the areas.

 He named Isiokata and 
Umunkwo communities 
of  Isiala Ngwa North 
LGA as the donor 
communities and lauded 
the traditional rulers, 
youths and women of  
the areas for making 
the vision a reality 
and appreciated their 
trust in the government 
of  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu.

On why the project is 
necessary, the permanent 
secretary said it was 
designed to provide 
affordable housing for 
residents of  Umuahia, 
the State capital or even 
those from the host 
communities and to 
checkmate rural-urban 
drift.

Abia to create new city, acquires 
140 hectares of land

The Ministry of  
lands, survey and urban 
planning equally noted 
that the project when 
completed, would 
decongest the Umuahia 
city and above all, crash 
the soaring rent in 
Umuahia which has seen 
many families unable to 
pay for new flats or has 
seen them owing their 
landlords backlog of  
unpaid rent.

The perm sec, Aaron 
Bestman added that so 
far, both Isiokata and 
Umunkwo communities 
have constituted land 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

acquisition committees 
in their respective areas 
to draft Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
which would smoothen 
the way for financial 
compensation for the 
natives and eventual 
take off  of  the housing 
project.

The ministry further 
said that apart from 
the 140 hectares of  
land from Isiokata and 
Umunkwo, it had carried 
out a reconnaissance 
survey to determine 
the size of  land to be 
acquired from Ntigha, 

Amakama, Ubakala and 
Nsulu communities in 
Isiala Ngwa North and 
Umuahia South LGAs of  
the State.

“The mode of  the 
acquisition entails 
returning part of  land to 
the donors in addition to 
cash compensation.”

The ministry went on 
to inform that the process 
for the acquisition of  
the stated lands dates 
back to 2002 but had 
been encountering some 
challenges which included 
non-compensation of  
donor communities, 

lack of  concord among 
community leaders, 
farmers and other local 
interests.

“But Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu who 
has the political will 
to acquire lands for 
investors to develop the 
State has done what his 
predecessors could not 
do 20 years earlier. The 
ground breaking by the 
Governor is expected to 
to take place before the 
end of  this quarter. After 
that, full development 
would commence”, said 
the perm sec.

...Don’t shortchange us, keep to agreement – donor communities

D
espite the 
assurance from 
the Abia State 

Ministry of  lands, survey 
and urban planning that 
the donor communities for 
the proposed Abia New 
Town Layout would be 
adequately compensated 
before the take off  of  
project, there are fears 
among some sections of  
the communities that they 
may be shortchanged or 
betrayed by officials of  
the State government.

To avoid these fears 
from manifesting to 
reality, the leaders of  
Isiokata and Umunkwo 
communities have 
called on the Abia State 
government to respect 
every agreement that they 
would enter into, to ensure 
that their people are not 
denied the commensurate 
compensation and 
other benefits that may 
be contained in the 
agreement to be signed 
between them and the 
State government.

They however, said 
they were fully supportive 
of  the noble projects and 
commended Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for 
bringing development 
to their door steps 
even as they called for 
transparency in the whole 

process.
The positions of  the 

land owners were made 
known during a town hall 
meeting organised by the 
Abia State Commissioner 
for lands, survey and 
urban planning, Dr 
Francis Onwuchuruba 
with the leaders of  the 
donor communities, 
where it was deliberated 
on how best to make the 
project a reality.

During the meeting, 
Dr Onwuchuruba told 
the land owners that 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
was determined to pay in 
full for all lands acquired 
for the housing project, 
informing them that the 
project was for the benefit 
of  the citizenry and 
should be supported.

The Commissioner 
used the opportunity 
to encourage other 
communities in Abia 
who are still rejecting 
government’s acquisition 
of  their lands, to 
reconsider their positions 
by emulating  the people 
of   Isiokata and Umunkwo 
as doing so would be to 
their benefit.

He lauded the board 
member representing 
the South East zone in 
federal housing authority, 
Chinyere Anokwuru 

and Dr Ngozi Erondu, 
the executive secretary 
of  Abia State diaspora 
commission for their 
efforts towards the 
realisation of  the housing 
project.

The traditional ruler 
of  Amapu Ntigha, Isiala 
Ngwa North LGA, 
Eze Jacob Akoma who 
spoke on behalf  of  his 
subjects commended the 
State government for the 
proposed housing estate, 
assuring that it would be 
supported by his people.

Eze  Akoma however, 
cautioned the Abia State 
Ministry of  lands survey 
and urban planning 
and the federal housing 
authority to adhere 
strictly to every agreement 
guiding the land deals, 
especially as they concern 
payments and other 
benefits, as failure to keep 
to agreement may develop 
doubts in the minds of  
the his subjects blur the 
good vision of  the State 
government.

Also, the traditional 
prime minister of  Isiokata, 
Nze Raphael Onwunali 
,traditional prime minister 
of  Umudara Umunkwo 
,Bob Ohuocha  and other 
speakers who attended the 
town hall meeting, said it 
was paramount that the 

State government, the 
developers or any other 
individual did not breach 
the agreement on the 
lands.

They explained that 
their fears stemmed from 
unfortunate experience of  
some communities from 
some neighboring States 
where people’s lands were 
taken by force without 
compensation.

But to assuage the 
gears of  the villagers, the 
ministry of  lands, survey 
and urban planning said 
the donor communities 
would be part of  the house 
owners after completion, 
apart from the cash 
compensation to them.

The permanent 
secretary of  the ministry, 
Aaron Bestman said 
“Depending on the 
bargaining powers of  the 
local authority, it could 
go for 70/30 or 6•40 ratio. 
The donor communities 
would be part of  
ownership to have a sense 
of  belonging and to avoid 
unnecessary friction.”

He concluded by saying 
that the estate would be 
developed according to 
the prototype from federal 
housing authority being 
used in some other States 
where it is executing 
similar projects.

Donor communities demand sincerity from Abia Govt
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APGA lawmaker, Ichita, Abia 
NEWMAP continue legal battle 
over $27.4m World Bank funds

W
hat started like a mere 
grammatical fisticuff  
between the Abia State 

government and Obinna Ichita, 
an opposition member of  Abia 
State House of   Assembly in 2022 
has now developed to a full-scale 
legal war in the Court of  law.

This is coming on the 
heels of  the N5b suit slammed 
against Hon Obinna Ichita by 
Engr Izuchukwu Onwughara, 
a civil servant from the Abia 
State ministry of  environment 
and the project coordinator 
of  Nigerian Erosion and 
Watershed Management Project 
(NEWMAP) in Abia State.

Engr Onwughara had o n 
in January, 2022, on behalf  
of  himself  and the Abia State 
government, obtained an 
interlocutory injunction from 
Abia State High Court at 
Isuochi, Umunneochi LGA 
restraining Obinna Ichita from 
making or publishing defamatory 
statements against Izuchukwu 
Onwughara, NEWMAP and 
Abia State government.

Onwughara in the suit alleged 
that several statements published 
by Obinna Ichita on his Facebook 
page against the the project 
coordinator of  NEWMAP, 
Izuchukwu Onwughara, his 
office and Abia State government 
are false.

In the said Facebook 
publication according to 
Onwughara, Ichita claimed that 
Abia State government received 
56.4m US dollars from the world 
bank for road construction in 
Aba, adding that Abia State had 
received her own share of  $800m 
sent by the world bank for States 
in the country to be shared to 
Abia citizens as conditional cash 
transfer among other claims.

Based on these claims, 
Onwughara headed to the High 
Court at Isuochi to complain that 
his person, office and the name 
of  Abia State government have 
been allegedly  defamed by Ichita 
and in return, demanded from 
him,   payment in the sum of  N5b 
from Hon Ichita for damage.

He averred that by virtue 
of  his position as the project 
coordinator of  NEWMAP, he 
is accountable to Abia State 
government for all monies 
received from the World Bank for 
development projects Abia State.

Justice Benson Anya who 
presided over the matter, 
restrained Ichita from further 
publishing any article (s) against 
the claimant and adjourned the 
matter to February 11, 2022.

But in reacting to the Court 
order, the All Progressive Grand 
Alliance, Abia State chapter 
raised the alarm that the suit 
and its resultant injunction 
were attempts to gag the 
opposition from exercising 
their constitutional duties as 
watchdogs.

The State secretary of  APGA, 
Elder Sunday Onwukwubiri said 
the Cork party was solidly behind 
its House of  Assembly member, 
Ichita and warned that nothing 
must happen to the Aba South 
representative in the course of  his 
duty.

But when the matter came 
up for hearing on February 11, 

the APGA lawmaker through 
his counsel, Peter Agbai, filed a 
statement of  defense claiming 
that the lawsuit was designed 
to gag Ichita from speaking 
the truth and to stop him from 
performing his duties  as an 
opposition member of  the House 
of  Assembly.

Ichita denied making any 
defamatory statements against 
the claimants, arguing that he 
only demanded explanations 
from the Abia State government 
on the thereabouts of  the US 
$27.4m funds from the world 
bank for road infrastructure in 
Aba, which is his constituency.

The lawmaker told the Court 

that he was only speaking the 
minds of  his constituents, adding 
that he demanded accountability 
for the funds from World Bank as 
the money was meant for public 
infrastructure.

After listening to the 
explanations from Ichita’s 
lawyer, Justice Benson Anya, the 
Presiding Judge said the Court 
would not stop any citizen from 
expressing his views, unless the 
speeches are false.

“It is the right of  citizens to 
freely express themselves as long 
as they speak the truth. Go ahead 
and say the truth in the pit of  
hell, speak the truth in the gate 
of  heaven for you shall know the 
truth and the truth shall set you 
free”, said Justice Anya.

But the Judge warned that the 
lawmaker may land himself  in 
jail if  his claims are eventually 
discovered to be built on 
falsehood.

“But you should also know 
that of  we discover that you are 
propagating falsehood, then be 
sure that the falsehood will take 
you to prison.”

Earlier during  cross-
examination, Hon Ichita told 
Justice Anya that he was aware 
of  all consequences associated 
with false claims,  and would not 
indulge it them.

He claimed that he had to all 
his claims on the World Bank 
funds and pleaded with the Court 
to allow him express his mandate 
as the member representing Aba 
South and to speak against denial 
of  government presence within 
his constituency.

The matter was adjourned 

to March 11, 2022 for further 
hearing.

Reacting to the development 
after the adjournment, the counsel 
to the Aba South lawmaker, Peter 
Agbai said the Court of  law had 
demonstrated that it is not willing 
to be used as a tool to suppress 
the voice of  the opposition.

Also reacting, the lawmaker 
in the eye of  the storm, Obinna 
Ichita expressed satisfaction that 
the judiciary still remained the 
hope for Nigeria’s democracy, 
hope for accountability and hope 
for free speech, while promising 
to pursue the demands for 
accountability on the World Bank 
money to the final conclusion.

Abia State Chapter of  APGA 
through its secretary, Elder 
Sunday Onwukwubiri urged 
other lawmakers in Abia State to 
emulate Hon Ichita in demanding 
for probity on public funds.

Onwukwubiri maintained 
that Ichita, who is the leader 
of  APGA in Abia State by the 
virtues of  his being the highest 
office holder in the State, enjoyed 
the full support of  all APGA 
members.

All eyes are now set on 
March 11 when the case would 
continue as sources from the two 
camps day their legal teams are 
gathering their facts and counter 
facts, in preparations to achieve 
victory.

In 2021, Ichita had raised 
the alarm that some hoodlums 
invaded his constituency office in 
Abia during a meeting with his 
constituents.

During the said attack, Ichita 
alleged that his legislative car was 
damaged by the suspected thugs.

From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia 

...Court refused to gag Ichita

Onwukwubiri Onwughara

Ichita



AFAN flags off 5years Agro Plan in 
Anambra

Alliances for Africa 
partners NBA for good 
governance
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2023: I ‘ll complete all abandoned
projects - Nwobodo
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A 
governorship aspir-
ant under the plat-
form of  Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP ) 
Dr. John Nwobodo, has 
said that one of   his cardi-
nal  programmes if  elected 
in 2023 is to complete all 
projects  abandoned by his 
predecessors.

Dr. Nwobodo who hails 
from Nkanu East Local 
Government Area of  the 
state also said if  given the 
mandate, he would make 
sure  all the leakages are 
blocked with a view  to 
preventing wastage in gov-
ernance.

Speaking to reporters in 
Enugu yesterday on desire 
to rule Enugu State, Nwo-
bodo further said, apart 
from completing existing 
project, his administration 
would not strangle medi-
um and small scale busi-
nessmen with taxation, 

pointing out that rather 
than choke them with tax-
es and levies, he would 
rather give them reprieve.

He pointed out that only 
multi nationals, top corpo-
rate organisations and well 
established business ven-
tures would be taxed in the 
state.

“Enugu State needs good 
governance.  When elected 
as the governor of  the state, 
we’ll start by completing 
all abandoned project s. 
We shall resuscitate aban-
doned projects. “Low in-
come business people will 
not pay taxes.  We shall 
scrap permits and other 
levies that hinder small 
businesses from growing,” 
he said.

Nwobodo equally prom-
ised to embark on aggres-
sive road construction in 
the urban areas as well as 
build roads that will link 
the rural communities.

The Aspirants stated “the 
essence is to attract rural 

communities to the cities 
and at the same decongest 
the cities since there would 
be access roads. My regime 
will create new cities to de-
congest the state capital, 
Enugu metropolis”

Dr. Nwobodo further 
promised to regulate rents 
so that tenants do not pay 
through their nose, stress-
ing that his government 
will embark on aggressive 
housing so that the citizen-

By Chigozie Uzosike

I
n a bid to mainstream 
accountability, trans-
parency, social inclu-

sion and anti-corruption 
in governance especially 
as the 2023 election draws 
near, Alliances for Africa 
(AFA) has called for part-
nership with the Nigeria 
Bar Association (NBA), 
Imo State chapter.

Speaking during an ad-
vocacy visit to the Bar 
center of  the NBA on 
Monday, Lilian Ibe of  
AFA noted that it is im-
portant that the NBA re-
mains unshakable in her 
mandate of  strengthening 
access to the institution 
of  justice and promotion 
of  rule of  law for good 
governance to reign.

She posited that the 

NBA should assist in 
ensuring that policies 
and programs that check 
electoral fraud, corrup-
tion, social inclusion and 
under-representation of  
women, youths and the 
PLWDs are prominent in 
political sphere, adding 
that the NBA should be 
unwavering in her resolve 
to restore people’s confi-
dence and trust in the ju-
diciary system.

In his remarks, the 
chairman of  NBA, Imo 
State chapter, Barr. Jude 
Ogamba noted that the 
NBA has not relented in 
her mandate of  ensur-
ing good governance. He 
said that they are ready 
to partner with AFA to 
mainstream accountabili-
ty, transparency, social in-
clusion and anti-corrup-
tion in governance.

In her contribution, the 
Chairman FIDA, Imo 
State chapter Barr. Ndidi 
Anike, urged the NBA to 
work with Alliances for 
Africa in her engagement 
and advocacy for develop-
ment of  the state, stress-
ing that the campaign for 
good governance needs 
congregation of  strongest 
voices to achieve.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
ll Farmers Asso-
ciation of  Nigeria 
(AFAN), Youth 

Wing, Anambra State chap-
ter, has inaugurated and 
flagged off  the five years agro 
plans of  the group at the main 
Hall, Ministry of  Agriculture, 
ADP. Building, Quarter, 
Awka.

The event was kicked off  
officially with an opening 
prayers said by Orjika Dona-
tus C.J (Prince) and the Na-
tional anthem, by the Hon. 
Commissioner for Agricul-
ture, Chief  Hon. Nnamdi 
Onukwuba. 

 In his opening address, 
the Leader of  AFAN Youth 
Wing, Anambra State, Nze 
Chisom Onugha, while wel-
coming the members drawn 
from the 21 LGAs of  the 
State, who volunteered them-
selves to grace the occasion 
stated that the group initiated 
the 5years agro value chains 
plan to enable it conscien-
tiously and passionately pur-
sue her ambitious programs 

without haste and reserva-
tions. He further said that 
efforts would be made in the 
short and medium term and 
in line with the state’s vision 
2070, to harness the poten-
tials of  small and medium 
youth farmers across the state 
and raise fresh awarenesses 
toward agro startups for the 
greater tomorrow and well 
coordinated agro activities; 
geared towards  the max -
imum economic growths, 
foods sufficiency/ security in 
the South East Zone of  Ni-
geria and Anambra State in 
particular.  

He enlisted the co-opora-
tion of  Government at all lev-
els, the youths and stakehold-
ers across board, to achieve 
the set goals.

Contributing, the Hon. 
Commissioner for Agri-
culture, Chief  Onukwu-
ba Nnamdi (Mmanya-ike 
N’Onitsha), expressed pleas-
ure on the efforts made at 
re-engineering youths interest 
in agriculture and agro value 
chains, as a way forward to 
self-employment, self-susta-
naibilty  self-discovery, eco -
nomic inclusions and  em -

The Medalist in the 24th National Junior Engineers Technicians and Scientists, Udochukwu Onuegbu, receiving the 
Trophy from the Minister of Education, Prof Adamu Adamu.

ry could get affordable and 
good accommodation.

He said that he would 
bring government closer 
to the people so they will 
know that they belong.

“There is a lot more work 

to be done in Enugu State.  
We shall bring the people 
closer to the government.  
The people are not getting 
the benefit of  governance,” 
he concluded.

powerments.
He further advised the 

Youths against infighting to 
enable them gain

the relevance created so far 
l, attract the attention of  the 
incoming administration of  
the Governor Elect,  Prof. C. 
C Soludo and other relevant 
stakeholders, for maximum 
sustainable partnership and 
supports.

In his vote of  thanks, the 
Chairman of  the Organising 
Committee, Orjika Donatus 
(Prince), thanked the Hon. 
Commissioner for Agricul-
ture, the Royal Fathers who 
honoured the event, the 
youths present, the stakehold-
ers and members of  the his 
Committee team, for a job 
well done. He enjoined the 
youths and his Civil Servants 
colleagues, in Anambra State, 
to place some considerable in-
terests on yams and Vitamin 
A Potatoes cultivation in bags 
venture, as very rewarding 
and sustainable innovative 
agro business and shun cult-
ism, drugs abuse, Yahoo-Ya-
hoo and other social vice. 

He further, called on his 

colleague civil servants to 
take advantage of  the ongo-
ing Federal Government/
CBN single digits funding 
windows, to plan for sustain-
able and happy retirement by 
embracing agriculture now 
with the emerging opportu-
nities.

The highpoints of  the oc-
casion was the formal flagoff  
of  the plan by the Hon. Com-
missioner for Agriculture, the 
inspection of  the assembled 
/exhibited agro products by 
the youths, the awards hon-
our of  Grand Patrons to the 
four Traditional Rulers and 
recognition of  notable youth 
farmers and stakeholders in 
the state; by the group and 
donations from stakeholders 
in support of  the unveiled 
5years plan of  the Group

Among other top dignitar-
ies and state fuctionaries pres-
ent were, HRH, Igwe Silvanus 
Uchime, (Diji 111 N’Ufuma), 
HRH, Igwe Bernard Emejuo, 
(Ebubeagu N’Eziagu) HM, 
Igwe Peter Anaukwu Uyan-
wa (Ezedike N’ Ukwulu), the 
Federal Director of  Agricul-
ture, Anambra State, Chief  
Arthur Mbuba.
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housands of  traders at the Ttwo major and biggest 
markets  in Aba, the 

NGWA Road and Ariar ia 
International Markets have had 
their expectations of  returning to 
normal  business  l i fe  soon 
dashed.

News Echo gathered that the 
Abia state government had failed 
to leave up to its earlier promise 
to conclude the reconstruction 
work going on at the markets 
before the first week of  January 
2022. 

Over 20,000 traders drawn 
from the two major markets had 
their business activities disrupted 
following the decision of  the 
government to demolish and 
remodel some sections of  the 
markets. 

At the Ngwa Road Market 
(Ahia-Ohuru), lines 1-2 were 
demolished since June 2021 and 
have been under construction for 
several months now while in 
Ariaria International Market, 
the A-Line, C-Line and Medical 
Line in Ariaria were demolished 
in September 2021 with nothing 
too serious yet in place. 

Rationalizing the exercise,  
the state government in two 
major statements through the 
F o r m e r  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commissioner'  Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu said the flood-prone 
nature and the dilapidated state 
of  most of  the buildings at the 
markets had made it imperative 
for the reconstruction exercise.

Chief  Okiyi Kalu, now the 
current Trade and Industry had 
noted that not to do so will 
amount to placing the lives of  
traders and other users of  the 
markets  a t  g reat  r i sk  and 
promised that the reconstruction 
exercise will be completed on or 
before July 2021 in the case of  
NGWA road  marke t ,  and 
December 2021for Ariaria 
market.

I t  w a s  s a i d  t h e n  t h a t 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu will 
personally supervise the handing 
over of  the reconstructed shops 
to their owners within July 2021 
in the case of  NGWA Road 
Market and the first week of  
Januar y  2022  fo r  Ar ia r ia 
International Market both of  
which has not happened. 

News Echo went on thorough 
o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c a n 
authoritatively report that the 
traders will have to wait for a very 
long time to restart their plans of  
returning to normal business life.

As of  the time of  reporting 
t o d ay  Fe b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 
reconstruction work at the two 
markets are still ongoing with 
fears that the reconstruction 
efforts at Ariaria may not be 
concluded several months to 
come while there's a glimpse of  

hope at Ahia-Ohuru.
Most of  the traders and their 

leaders who spoke with the News 
Echo both lamented, their 
ordeals as well the loss of  their 
customer  base  s ince  their 
displacement from their various 
shops.

A trader at Ariaria, Kenneth 
Uzodinma said, "look, we saw 
this coming. you can't believe it, 
since we were displaced, I have 
lost a huge sum of  money just 
like most other traders displaced. 
Most of  our customers use to 
come from outside the state and 
they come straight to our shops 
for business transactions.

"But with the demolition of  
our shops and our subsequent 
displacement, these customers 
mostly from outside the state do 
not know where to locate us as 
we have been scattered all over 
the place. 

"Now because they have to 
move on with their businesses, 
most of  our customers have 
found alternative markets. This 
has resulted in a huge loss for us. 

"The worse was last festive 
p e r i o d .  Yo u  k n o w  h o w 
businesses use to boom during 
the period. But I have to tell you 
that we the displaced traders 
could not be part of  the business 
boom during the last festive 
period because we don't have any 
place to display our wares. 

"As a result, we lost billions 
of  Naira. As I am talking to you 
now most of  the displaced 
traders may not recover from the 
losses they have incurred since 
the demolition of  their shops. If  
nothing is urgently done, most of  

us will soon be completely out of  
business"

S o m e  o f  t h e  t r a d e r s , 
however, said they are not 
surprised at the failure of  the 
Abia state government to fulfil its 
promise adding that what would 
have surprised them instead, is if  
the authorities had kept its 
words.

Elder Emeka Igara, the state 
g o v e r n m e n t - a p p o i n t e d 
Chairman of  Ariaria market, 
blamed the situation on the rainy 
s e a s o n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
Government is mindful of  the 
travails of  the displaced traders 
and is doing everything possible 
to fast track the reconstruction 
work.

"The fact is that the state 
government is  desirous of  
remodelling and reconstructing 
the market and also in good time. 
The rainy season has not helped 
the situation. But let me assure 
the traders that very soon the 
shops will be ready.

"As you are aware our 
c o m m i t t e e  w a s  r e c e n t l y 
reconstituted. Very soon, we will 
h o l d  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e 
contractor handling the project 
and thereafter will come out with 
a definite date for the completion 
of  the project. 

" A l t h o u g h  t h e 
reconstr uct ion exerc ise  i s 
supposed  to  be  a  p r iva t e 
partnership initiative, due to the 
hardships being faced by the 

d i s p l a c e d 
t r a d e r s ,  t h e 
government has 
d e c i d e d  t o 
intervene with a 
v i ew  t o  f a s t -

tracking work. And like I said 
earlier on, sooner than later, the 
project will be ready."

But much as the authorities 
may have explained away the 
cause of  the delay in completing 
the reconstruction exercise at the 
two major markets, News Echo 
findings revealed that glaring 
lack of  financial prowess on the 
part of  the contracting firms to 
handle the project as a major 
reason for the stalling of  the 
projects. 

For one the contracting firms 
were said to have been given the 
reconstruction work on the 
understanding that they will 
wholly foot the project with the 
traders and original shops 
owners paying back later on 
instalment bases.

But it has been revealed that 
the firms especially that handling 
the Ngwa Road Market may not 
have the financial wherewithal to 
carry on with the project as 
originally conceived.

Sources at the market told 
News Echo that even the current 
state of  work done was made 
possible by the initial N25, 000 
registration fees paid by all the 
displaced traders.

"When that money finished, 
work stopped. We understand 
that their bankers are not willing 
to commit themselves. The next 
thing the firm did was to call us 
the traders' for a meeting last 

November.
"At the meeting, the firm 

a s k e d  u s  t o  p ay  a n o t h e r 
N500,000. But most of  the 
traders objected on the ground 
t h a t  t h e y  we r e  t o l d  t h a t 
government will build the market 
and then the traders' will pay 
back later on instalment bases. 
That is why you see the project 
dragging."

However reacting to the 
development, a head at the 
contracting firm handling Ngwa 
Road Market said that the Abia 
state government has no business 
with the reconstruction exercise, 
noting that it is purely a private 
partnership initiative.

" G o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t 
supposed to give us money and 
we are not expecting any money 
from the state government. This 
i s  a  p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p 
initiative."  

He reiterated that the fact 
that the project is a private 
partnership initiative and noted 
that the firm is working closely 
with its bankers both on when 
the project will be completed as 
well as the terms of  repayment by 
the shops' owners.

He a l so  conf i rmed the 
meeting between the Firm and 
the traders', but could not give 
details. Meanwhile, as the 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  e x e r c i s e 
continues to move at a snail-like 
pace,  the  for tunes  o f  the 
displaced traders continue to 
nosedive at a jet-like pace.

While making this report, 
News Echo also learnt that 
another meeting will take place 
between the traders and leaders 
of  the Ministry of  Trade and 
Investment on Tuesday, 13th 
February, 2022.

Special Report

Ariaria, Ahia-Ohuru traders accuse
Abia Govt of causing hardship
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Uncompleted and abandoned buildings in the market
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Queen Elizabeth II and her daughter-in-law Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, attend an event during the G7 
summit in Cornwall, recently.

D
uchess Camilla 
has tested positive 
for a breakthrough 
case of  COV-

ID-19, just four days after 
her husband, Prince Charles, 
tested positive for the virus a 
second time. 

Camilla is self-isolating, 
Charles and Camilla’s official 
royal residence told the Asso-
ciated Press.

USA TODAY has reached 
out to Clarence House for 
further comment. 

Charles, the 73-year-old 
heir to the British throne, 
began isolating Thursday af-
ter testing positive. On the 
evening prior to testing posi-
tive, he and Duchess Camil-
la, 74, attended a reception 
at the British Museum for the 
British Asian Trust, a charity 
the Prince founded in 2007, 
to support communities in 
South Asia. 

The palace has not released 
details on Charles or Camil-
la’s conditions, or whether ei-
ther had recently met with his 

mother, Queen Elizabeth II.
On Thursday, the same day 

Charles tested positive, Camil-
la carried on with her engage-
ments as scheduled, making 
appearances at a sexual assault 
referral center and a food pov-
erty charity, both in London, 
and a criminal justice organi-
zation just outside the city. The 
appearances were held almost 
entirely indoors; Camilla was 
only photographed wearing a 
mask during part of  one visit. 

The news comes as Camilla 
steps further into the spotlight 
among the royal family: On 
the eve of  the 70th anniversary 
of  her accession to the British 
throne, Queen Elizabeth II said 
in a a message of  gratitude to 
her people and to her family 
that her “sincere wish” is that 
Duchess Camilla of  Cornwall 
will be known as “Queen Con-
sort” when Prince Charles suc-
ceeds her. 

“And when, in the fullness 
of  time, my son Charles be-
comes King, I know you will 
give him and his wife Camil-

Duchess Camilla tests positive for COVID
days after Prince Charles

US Navy engineer admits selling
submarine secrets to unknown power

T
he United States Justice 
Department said a US 
Navy engineer told a fed-

eral court on Monday that he 
tried to sell secrets about nuclear 
submarines to a foreign power.

While legal documents did not 
name the country to which he 
tried to sell the information, they 
did imply it was a US ally whose 
main language is not English.

Prosecutors said Jonathan 
Toebbe, 43, had abused his ac-
cess to top-secret government 
information, repeatedly selling 
details about submarine design 
elements and performance char-
acteristics.

Toebbe, who was arrested 
more than four months ago 
with his wife Diana Toebbe, has 
pleaded guilty before a federal 
judge.

Over the course of  a year, the 
couple, who lived in Annapolis, 
Maryland, allegedly sold sensi-
tive information to an undercov-
er agent with the Federal Bureau 
of  Investigation who had posed 
as a representative of  a foreign 
power.

In exchange for entering his 
guilty plea, Toebbe is expected to 
be handed a prison sentence of  
between 12 1/2 to 17 1/2 years.

Toebbe was serving as a nucle-
ar engineer on the Naval Nucle-

ar Propulsion Program, and had 
top secret security clearance and 
access to restricted information.

The plea deal also incrimi-
nates Toebbe’s wife, a teacher, 
who has so far maintained her 
innocence and tried to obtain 
her release to care for the cou-
ple’s two teenage children.

Diana Toebbe is accused of  
having “knowingly and volun-
tarily joined the conspiracy to 
communicate Restricted Data to 
another person with the intent to 
secure an advantage to a foreign 
nation,” a court document said.

She allegedly committed “mul-
tiple overt acts in furtherance of  
the conspiracy, including acting 
as a lookout while Mr. Toebbe 
serviced three dead drops.”

In one of  the drops, sensitive 
information was said to have 
been stored on a memory card 
and was concealed inside half  a 
peanut butter sandwich.

Officials said the plot was 
thwarted with involvement from 
the FBI, Department of  Justice 
prosecutors, the Naval Crimi-
nal Investigative Service and the 
Department of  Energy.

In a statement, the Justice De-
partment said Toebbe had been 
working on the design of  the re-
actors for Virginia-class subma-
rines since 2012.

The vessels are the latest gen-
eration of  attack submersibles in 
the US fleet.

The submarine class was at the 
center of  a diplomatic storm last 
September, when Australia can-
celed a mega-deal with France. 

la the same support that you 
have given me; and it is my sin-
cere wish that, when that time 
comes, Camilla will be known 
as Queen Consort as she con-

tinues her own loyal service,” 
her message read, according to 
the statement issued by Buck-
ingham Palace at the time.

Prince Charles and the Duch-
ess of  Cornwall received their 
first dose of  COVID-19 vaccine 
last February. In December on 
the anniversary of  the first dose 
of  the COVID-19 vaccine being 
administered in the U.K., they 
announced that they had both 
received a booster dose as well, 
urging others to do the same. 

“People who are unvaccinat-
ed are at least 10 times more 
likely to be hospitalised or die 
than those who have had two 
vaccine doses. That is why we 

urge everyone to get vaccinated 
and to take up the booster, as we 
have done ourselves,” the state-
ment read. 

Charles previously tested posi-
tive for the virus in March 2020. 
Clarence House, his official roy-
al residence, announced then 
that the prince tested positive 
after  “displaying mild symp -
toms.” 

“The Prince of  Wales has test-
ed positive for coronavirus,” the 
statement said at the time, noting 
that aside from the mild symp-
toms, he “otherwise remains in 
good health and has been work-
ing from home throughout the 
last few days as usual.”

Kenya-Somalia border ‘wall’ stripped bare by
vandals submarine secrets to unknown power

I
n early 2015, Kenya announced 
plans to build a 700km wall 
along its border with Somalia. 

The barrier was intended to keep 
away Al-Shabaab terrorists, who 
continued to cross into Kenya at 
will, killing and maiming innocent 
people.

The fence would also tackle the 
smuggling of  goods, and illegal 
trafficking and immigration. The 
plan followed the terrorist siege of  
Garissa University in 2015, lead-
ing to the execution of  148 people, 
mostly students.

The project took at least a year 
to kick off  due to what the govern-
ment described as logistical chal-
lenges and opposition from Somali 
authorities. The idea was not wel-
comed by residents of  Mandera 
nor of  Somalia’s neighbouring 
town of  Bulahawa as they viewed 
it as a government plot to separate 

them. The following year, the na-
tional government assembled Na-
tional Youth Service (NYS) per-
sonnel and kick-started the project.

The NYS crew started complain-
ing about non-payment of  their 
dues and staged protests on the 
streets of  Mandera town several 
times. The government withdrew 
the NYS team and replaced it with 
the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) 
engineering department.

The Mandera stretch of  360km 
was divided into three sections and 
awarded to local contractors to 
work under military supervision.

When the plan was first an-
nounced, the government said it 
would build a 708km wall made 
up of  a series of  concrete barriers, 
fences, ditches, and observation 
posts overlooked by CCTV sta-
tions.

Under this plan, the wall was 

meant to stretch from the Indian 
Ocean all the way to Border Point 
One in Mandera, where Kenya 
and Somalia meet Ethiopia.

The plan changed to a chain-
link and barbed wire fence, which 
has since been vandalised. The 
wires were supported by concrete 
poles. In 2017, the government at-
tempted to engage Magal Security 
Systems from Israel for the project 
but the plan flopped under unclear 
circumstances.

Today, Nation.Africa can au-
thoritatively report that the initial 
eight- kilometre stretch from Bor-
der Point One to the official cus-
toms area in Mandera town has 
been vandalised. Some Sh3.4 bil-
lion had been spent on that stretch.
Residents of  the area point ac-
cusing fingers at their immediate 
numbers residing in Somalia. It is 
never that easy to tell which.



here were strong Tind ica t ions  la s t  
n i g h t  t h a t  

suspended police chief  
Abba Kyari, taken into 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L aw  
E n f o r c e m e n t  A ge n c y  
( N D L E A )  c u s t o d y  
yesterday, will be extradited 
to the United States after his 
probe for an illicit drug deal.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  t h e  
Federal Government had 

peratives of  the 

OI b a d a n  Z o n a l 

Command of  the 

Economic and Financial 

C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 

(EFCC) have arrested 25 

s u s p e c t e d  i n t e r n e t 

scammers aka Yahoo boys.

Also arrested was one 

B a b a w a l e  D a n i e l 

Olayinka, who allegedly 

passed himself  off  as a 

personal assistant to the 

Oyo State governor.

The alleged fraudsters 

were apprehended in Soka 

area of  Ibadan, the state 

capital.

The anti-graft agency 

said the arrests followed 

verified intelligence on the 

cybercrime activities of  the 

suspects.

Items recovered from 

the suspects included seven 

exotic cars, several laptops, 

m o b i l e  p h o n e s  a n d 

incriminating documents.

The agency said the 

suspects will be charged to 

c o u r t  a s  s o o n  a s 

investigation is concluded.

delayed action on Kyari for 
f o u r  d a y s  u n t i l  t h e  
P r e s i d e n c y  d i r e c t e d  
Inspector-General Baba 
Usman to release him to the 
NDLEA.

Shortly before he was 
released to the anti-drug 
agency alongside four other 
police officers indicted for 
the same misdemeanour, 
the NDLEA had declared 
K y a r i  w a n t e d  a f t e r  

concluded plans with the 
U.S. Federal Bureau of  
Intelligence (FBI) to hand 
o v e r  t h e  d e p u t y  
commissioner of  police, 
who is wanted for taking 
br ibe  f rom suspected 
celebrity internet fraudster, 
Ramon Olorunwa Abbas, 
alias Hushpuppi, from a 
$1.1million loot.

It was also learnt that 
the police authorities 

 private worker, 

AMrs Juliet Akaeze, 
has denied that 

she and her children were 
h e l d  h o s t a g e  b y  h e r 
husband, Felix Akaeze, a 
staff  member of  FIRS, at 
their residence in Chevron 
Drive, Lekki, Lagos.

Mrs Akaeze, while 
descr ib ing the  onl ine 
report as a figment of  the 
wr i t e r ' s  imag ina t ion , 
stressed that she was sure 
that it emanated from the 

deepest part of  the pit of  
hell with the sole aim to set 
her family on fire and 
distort the peace of  her 
household.

She said: “This is a 
very bad experience and an 
act of  wickedness for my 
entire family, coming to me 
as a rude shock because 
nothing of  such as reported 
by the newspaper ever 
happened to me and my 
children.

“I have been reporting 

online,  several  of  my 
family members, friends 
and colleagues had been 
calling me to enquire about 
my state of  health and that 
of  my children.”

“I don't know how a 
normal, healthy and pure 
family affair became a 
public knowledge that was 
targeted at smearing and 
damaging my privacy and 
peaceful living as a wife 
and mother. My husband is 
a responsible family man 
that works tirelessly to 

provide for his family to 
make us happy and stay 
safe and unhurt, all the 
time,” Mrs. Akaeze stated.

Counsel to the family, 
Babawibe Gbenga frowned 
at the attitude of  the report, 
s a y i n g :  “ i t ' s  e v i l , 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d 
u n r e a s o n a b l e  a c t  o f  
journalism practice.”

Babawibe  sa id  his 
client family's good image 
and reputation has been 
seriously battered and put 
to ridicule beyond repairs.

every day on my workplace 
and attending to necessary 
assignments and job details 
on my desk during the five 
days that I and my kids 
were  re por ted ly  he ld 
hostage with a gun by my 
husband. The irony of  the 
whole saga is that my 
husband was out of  Lagos 
for over five days before he 
came back to the house, on 
Sunday.

“Since the fake and 
damaging report came 

a n n o u n c i n g  h i s  
involvement with drugs and 
releasing a video of  his 
attempt to bribe operatives 
to the public.

Sources said President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  
received a report on Kyari 
from the Chairman of  the 
N D L E A ,  G e n .  B u b a  
Marwa.

The other suspects 
taken into custody are 
S u n d a y  U b u a h ,  a n  
Assistant Commissioner of  
Police (ACP); Bawa James, 
a n  A s s i s t a n t  
Superintendent of  Police 
(ASP); Inspector Simon 
Agrigba and Inspector John 
Nuhu.

According to a top 
source in the presidency, the 
Federal Government was 
already finalising the 
Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaty (MLAT) with the 
U.S. on Kyari's extradition.

A Presidency source 
s a i d :  “ T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government has made up 
its mind to extradite Kyari 
when the NDLEA is done 
with him. There is already 
an ongoing talk between 
Nigeria and the United 
States.

“Already, the US has 
forwarded indictment  
documents  and some 
evidence to the Federal 
Government. It claimed 
that there is a prima facie 

case against Kyari. The 
arrest of  the top police cop 
has confirmed the suspicion 
of  the USA.

“The final stage is the 
invocation of  the Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaty 
(MLAT) and Kyari will be 
extradited to the United 
States for interrogation and 
trial.”

Another source said: 
“President Buhari was 
properly briefed by Gen. 
Marwa before the agency 
released its fact-sheet and 
video clip to the public.

“I t  was  a f ter  the  
briefing that the agency set 
the machinery in motion to 

 2 9 - y e a r - o l d 

AKaduna-based 
t a i l o r ,  G a d o 

Yahaya, was yesterday 
a r r a i g n e d  b e f o r e  a 
Kaduna Magistrate Court 
for allegedly killing his 
ne ighbour  dur ing  an 
argument over a bucket of  
water.

A resident of  Rigasa, 
the community where the 
accused resides,  said 
Yahaya allegedly fought 
with Liman Salisu during 
an argument over a bucket 
of  water which resulted in 
Salisu's death.

“He is a resident of  
Rigasa in Igabi Local 
Gover nment Area of  
Kaduna State and was 
arraigned on charges of  

culpable homicide before 
a Kaduna Magistrate 
Court on Monday.

“ T h e  P r o s e c u t o r, 
Insp. Chidi Leo alleged 
that Yahaya killed Salisu 
with a pestle during their 
fight over the bucket of  
water.

“In the course of  the 
fight, he went into the 
kitchen, picked a pestle 
and hit  Salisu on his head. 
He slumped and died on 
the way to the hospital.”

Chief  Magis t rate, 
I b r a h i m  E m m a nu e l , 
ordered that Yahaya be 
r e m a n d e d  i n  a 
cor rec t iona l  fac i l i ty, 
adding that the court 
lacked jurisdiction to hear 
the matter.

arrest Kyari and four others. 
Two drug suspects linked 
with the Kyari group are 
already in the agency's 
custody.

“The interrogation of  
the five police officers will 
begin on Tuesday (today) 
alongside the two drug 
traffickers in NDLEA's net.

“Both the traffickers 
and the police officers will 
have the opportunity to face 
detectives on how Kyari 
became an intermediary.

“It is expected that this 
action may lead to the 
unearthing of  the drug 
cartel in the country.”
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h e  H o u s e  o f  TRepresentatives' ad 
h o c  c o m m i t t e e  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
operations of  real estate 
developers in the Federal 
Capital Territory has 
condemned the illegal 
activities of  developers in 
A b u j a ,  i n c l u d i n g  
scamming unsuspecting 
subscribers and cheating 
the government out of  
revenue. 

According to the 
committee, the Federal 
Capital Territory is losing 
N800bn annually to the 
sharp practices by the real 
estate developers. 

The Chairman of  the 
committee, Blessing Onuh, 
raised the issue in Abuja at 
the opening of  a two-day 
w o r k s h o p  o n  t h e  
operations of  real estate 
developers in the FCT. 

O n u h  s a i d  t h e  
commit tee  made the  
d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  i t s  
preliminary investigation.

She said, “This is 
necessitated from the 
hundreds of  petitions 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  
committee by the teeming 
members of  the public who 
have been short-changed 
by dubious developers 
operating freely in the 
industry. 

bank gets its transaction 
charges but the government 
g e t s  n o t h i n g  i f  t h e  
transaction is not presented 
for registration. 

“And this kind of  
transactions go on in 
v o l u m e s  e v e r y d a y  

“A pathetic case is the 
case of  the Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigeria, 
which paid over N4.2bn to 
a developer since 2019 and 
has yet to get even one 
house delivered to its staff  
(members)…and there are 
thousands of  similar 
cases.” 

O n u h  s a i d  t h e  
commit tee  hoped  to  
d i s c u s s  c o n s u m e r  
protection laws relating to 
the real estate sector. 

The lawmaker said the 
committee, within the 
short period of  time it 
commended the probe, had 
found out that the level of  
impunity by developers 
across the sector was 
unprecedented. 

She said, “To discuss 
the economy of  the real 
estate industry, we shall 
clearly articulate the value 
chain in this multi-trillion 
naira industry and identify 
why the FCT has not been 
getting its fair share from 
t h e  t r i l l i o n - n a i r a  
transactions that have been 
consummated in  the  
i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  t h e  
revolution.

“This committee's 
p re l iminar y  f ind ings  
indicated that the FCT has 
been losing an estimated 

N 8 0 0 b n  a n nu a l ly  i n  
revenues accruable to it 
from the real estate sector.” 

Onuh added, “Take for 
example, a house or land is 
sold for N500m; the lawyer 
gets his legal fees, the agent 
gets his brokerage fee, the 

T h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN) in the 19 northern 
s ta tes  and  Abuja  has 
observed that the persistent 
scarcity of  fuel in Nigeria 
and the pains of  having 
a d u l t e r a t e d  f u e l  i n 
circulation have further 
increased the hardship 
N i g e r i a n s  a r e  g o i n g 
through for about a month 
now.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
statement issued by its Vice 
Chai r man,  Rev.  John 
Jo s e p h  H aya b,  “ O u r 
leaders should show pity on 
hardworking Nigerians 
who are spending hours 
and nights at fuel stations, 
commuters who are paying 
high transport fares and 
waiting for a long time to 
get to work and back home 
after work due to lack of  
fuel to buy.”

CAN expressed worry, 
querying the Minister of  
Petroleum and what the 

ministry has 
d o n e  t o 
remedy the 
situation.

T h e 
s t a t e m e n t 
l a m e n t e d 
t h a t 
N i g e r i a n s 
a r e  s t i l l 
b a t t l i n g 
insecur i ty, 
poverty, and 
n o w  f u e l 
crisis, saying 
that nobody 
has ever been 
h e l d 
responsible 
for  a l l  the 
pains, sufferings, and the 
p o o r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t 
Nigerians are getting.

The statement noted 
that the power distribution 
is still poor and many 
Nigerians depend on fuel to 
power their generators at 
home.

CAN questioned why 
t h e  m i n i s t e r,  w h o  i s 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari, has not tendered a 

p u b l i c  a p o l o g y  t o 
Nigerians.

I t  op ined  tha t  the 
countr y 's  c i t izens  are 
considered to be the most 
patient people on earth, 
stressing that they have 
b e e n  e n d u r i n g  b a d 
governance, poor service 
delivery which has led to 
deaths that could have been 
avoided by many family 
members, friends, and 
associates.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
wondered how the country, 
a major oil producer, fail to 
fix its refineries and find 
lasting solutions to the 
challenge of  oil subsidy.

It observed that unless 
and till someone takes 
responsibility to deliver 
services to citizens or to 
resign for failure to deliver 
services to the nation the 
crisis may not end soon.

unregulated, leaving the 
gover nment with the 
perennial struggles of  
m e e t i n g  u p  i t s  
responsibility of  providing 
a decent welfare for its staff  
and providing modern 

amenities to its people. 
“ M a n y  o f  t h e s e  

transactions are done in 
cash, making the industry a 
safe haven for money 
laundering and illicit 
financial flows.” 
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FCT loses N800bn annually to fraudulent estate developers
– National Assembly

Fuel scarcity has doubled Nigerians' sufferings
– CAN
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I
f  the press briefing and video 
evidence released by the National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency 

(NDLEA) indicting the suspended 
head of  the Police Intelligence 
Response Team (IRT), DCP Abba 
Kyari of  alleged drug offences is 
anything to go by then every Nigerian 
should weep for our country.

The super cop who is currently 
facing investigations following his 
indictment by the Federal Bureau of  
Investigation (FBI) $1.1 million fraud, 
involving an alleged international 
internet fraudster, Ramon Abbas, 
aka Hushpuppi has been declared 
wanted by the NDLEA for alleged 
drug offences.

Recall that FBI Special Agent, 
Andrew Innocenti, had said he 
obtained voice calls and WhatsApp 
conversations between Abba Kyari 
and Hushpuppi, showing that 
Hushpuppi paid Kyari N8m or 
$20,600 for the arrest and detention 
of  a “co-conspirator,” in an internet 
fraud deal, Mr Chibuzo Vincent.

This revelation then prompted 
the United States Attorney’s Office 
at the Central District of  California 
to order the FBI to arrest Abba Kyari 
but the inability of  the FBI to effect 
the arrest brought about the suspicion 
that the Nigerian Police authorities 
and the Ministry of  Justice may be 
protecting Kyari from the arrest. 

This time around, the alleged 
crime is local.  Unlike the FBI cases 
that were about documents, calls, 
voices and money transfers, the 
NDLEA went ahead on Monday to 
release video evidence of  the alleged 
offence. 

Is this not a time one has to recall 
that old Igbo adage that says that 
when death wants to kill a puppy, it 
blocks its nostrils from perceiving the 
odours of  excreta? For a man who is 
under FBI:s surveillance cameras to 
be involved in another damning case 
as big as this is just odd.

With the recent revelation by the 
NDLEA, many Nigerians who felt 
that the FBI’s indictment and the 
invitation were more of  a Western 
intrusion into the local affairs of  a 
sovereign Nation are shocked to their 
bones, muscles and marrow.

 No wonder an old Igbo adage 
says that it is only when a man’s 
character and his reputation meets in 
the dark that his true identity will be 
unmasked. 

DCP Abba Kyari remains 
innocent until proven guilty by a 
competent court of  law, but there is 
a huge gap between the reputation he 
has built out there and the character 
the NDLEA and the FBI are telling 
the entire world that is his.

Reputation is the general opinion 
of  others of  a person whereas 
character is the distinctive qualities 
of  an individual.  An individual’s 
character takes years to build 

Abba Kyari: Could this be 
end of Nigeria’s Super Cop? 

whereas reputation is built in a very 
short period. Character is who you 
are (internal), but reputation is how 
society sees you (external).

When NDLEA spokesperson, 
Femi Babafemi, at a press briefing 
in Abuja on Monday, narrated how 
Kyari belonged to a drug cartel that 
operates the Brazil-Ethiopia-Nigeria 
illicit drug pipeline, the narrative 
is a total shock to the man Nigeria 
entrusted her IRT to.

When Babafemi said that Kyari 
contacted an officer of  the NDLEA 
in January 2022 and tried to seal a 
deal for his alleged drug cartel, it 
became obvious that nothing spells 
shame like living what feels like a 
double life. 

How does anyone explain to a 
young Nigerian who has on so many 
occasions seen DCP Abba Kyari 
eulogized for capturing hardened 
criminals and tough kidnappers that 
the man who was being celebrated for 
catching criminals dines and wines 
with criminals?

Babafemi while giving a synopsis 
of  what transpired between Kyari 
and the said NDLEA officer said that 
the saga started on Friday, January 
21, 2022, Kyari initiated a call to the 
NDLEA officers in Abuja at 2:12 pm.

While briefing the press on 
chronicled how NDLEA nabbed 
DCP Abba Kyari in a drug deal, 
Babafemi said,  “When the officer 
returned the call two minutes later, 
Kyari informed him he was coming 
to see him, to discuss an operational 

matter after the Juma’at service.
“He (Kyari) appeared at the 

agreed venue of  the meeting with the 
officer and went straight to the crux 
of  the matter. This was it: His team 
had intercepted and arrested some 
traffickers that came into the country 
from Ethiopia with, according to 
him, 25kg of  cocaine.

“He proposed a drug deal 
whereby he and his team are to 
take 15kg of  the cocaine and leave 
10kg for the prosecution of  the 
suspects arrested with the illicit 
drug in Enugu. In the meantime, the 
purloined cocaine will be replaced 
with a dummy worth 15kg. He asked 
the NDLEA officer to persuade men 
of  the FCT Command, to play along 
as well.

“By 11: 05 am on Monday, 
January 24, after the Agency gave the 
officer the green light to play along, 
he and Kyari began a WhatsApp call 
for the rest of  the day. The officer 
conveyed “their” willingness to play 
the game.

“At this point, Kyari disclosed 
that the 15kg (already taken out) was 
shared between the informants that 
provided information for the seizure 
and he and his men of  the IRT of  the 
Nigerian Police. According to him, 
the informants were given 7kg while 
his team took 8kg which was already 
sold.

“He (Kyari) then offered to pay 
the NDLEA team (that is the officer 
and the FCT commander) by selling, 
on their behalf, half  of  the remaining 

10kg, thereby further reducing the 
original cocaine for the prosecution 
to just 5kg. At N7m per kilogram, the 
proceed from the 5kg would amount 
to N35m, at the exchange rate of  
N570 per dollar being the black 
market rate for the day, January 24, 
2022. In effect, he would be delivering 
$61, 400 to the NDLEA team.

“He (Kyari) put pressure on our 
officer to wrap up the arrangement 
with the commander of  the FCT 
Command to take custody of  the 
drug and suspects from his men who 
were on the ground in Abuja. At the 
time, he was speaking from Lagos, 
where he allegedly travelled for 
private business.

“The next day January 25, Kyari 
offered to send his younger brother 
to deliver the payment while his men 
deliver the suspects, but our officer 
turned down the suggestion, insisting 
he would rather deal with him in 
person and was therefore prepared to 
wait for him to return from Lagos.

“And by 5: 23 pm Kyari was in 
Abuja and met with the officer at the 
same rendezvous where they had the 
first meeting. In their discussion, he 
disclosed how his team received the 
information from a double-crosser 
who betrayed the traffickers to him, 
showing a sordid connection between 
law enforcement agents and the drug 
underworld; he narrated how acting 
on the tip-off, his team departed 
Abuja to Enugu and arrested the 
traffickers, removed part of  the 

consignment on his instruction and 
replaced same with dummies.

“He (Kyari) also indicated how to 
identify the remnant of  the original 
cocaine that would be delivered 
to NDLEA, five original packages 
marked with red dots. The reason 
for this was to avoid the dummies 
being subjected to test. He forwarded 
a picture of  the marked original 
cocaine package. 

“According to the plan, once 
the 5kg cocaine has been tested in 
the presence of  the suspects and 
confirmed positive, there would be no 
need to test the remaining ones, being 
dummies.

“He (Kyari) also brought with 
him the money from the sale of  the 
5kg share of  the NDLEA team, 
a total of  $61, 400. Our officer, 
however, preferred to take the money 
inside his car. Well, the car was wired 
with sound and video recorders. And 
the moment was documented, part of  
which I will play for you at the end of  
this briefing.”

Babafemi went on to say that 
DCP Abba Kyari was invited by 
NDLEA for debriefing on Thursday, 
February 10 through two main 
channels because there is a whole lot 
of  questions begging for answers. 

He said that the invitation was 
legitimate and formal according to 
our protocol, but up till the close 
of  office hours on Friday, February 
11, he refused to respond,  up till 
the moment of  the press briefing on 
Monday, Kyari has not responded.

He said that as Kyari has failed 
to honour the official invitation, 
NDLEA has no option but to declare 
him wanted from Monday, 14th 
February 2022.

For records purposes, Abba Kyari 
is just one man. The press briefing by 
NDLEA shows that he has loyalists: 
But it is disheartening to hear straight 
from the horse’s mouth the kind of  
sleaze engaged in by this team of  
rogue law enforcement agents led 
by Kyari, the members of  whom he 
described this way: “the boys are 
very, very sharp, they are very loyal,” 
Babafemi said.

Babafemi also said that in just 
12 months, even the most cynical of  
Nigerians now agree that the country 
is really in a drug quagmire and 
unfortunately, some law enforcement 
agents who should be partners in the 
pursuit of  the President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s mandate are at the forefront 
of  breaking the law, as they aid and 
abet drug trafficking in the country.

What more is there to be said 
than to quote Abhijit Naskar, one of  
the world’s famous Neuroscientists 
and an untiring advocate of  global 
harmony and peace said,  “the world 
doesn’t need more bent police who 
pretend to uphold the law in front of  
an investigation, it needs more just 
police who practice justice even when 
nobody is looking.”

However, Abba Kyari has been 
arrested by the police.

Man in the News

...As he battles between character, reputation
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Kyari
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ristiano Ronaldo 

Cand Manchester 
Uni ted  in te r im 

boss  Ral f  Rangnick ' s 
relationship is completely 
fractured, with the forward 
believing his manager is 
out of  his depth according 
to a new report.

T h e  G e r m a n  w a s 
brought in to turn the Red 
Devils'  season around 

h a n a ' s  p o o r 

Gshowing at the last 
A f r i c a  C u p  o f  

Nations is gathering more 
unsettled dust.

According to online 
publ ica t ion  in  Accra , 
Ghanaweb, Black Stars 
captain, Andre Ayew is 
expected to appear before 
par l i ament  to  answer 
questions regarding the 
Black Stars' campaign at the 
just concluded Africa Cup 
of  Nations in Cameroon.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
information available to 
G h a n a W e b ,  T h e 
Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  S e l e c t 
Committee on Sports has 
already written to the 
Ghana FA to facilitate 
Andre Ayew's appearance 
before the committee.

It is yet to be known 
when the player will make 
himself  available to face the 
committee

It would be the first 
time in recent memory that 
a Black Stars captain would 
be appearing before the 
august house to answer 
q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r  a 

tournament.
The closest thing to it 

was when some members 
of  the Black Stars were 
made to testify after the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil 
when two players were 
expelled from the team 
camp due to disciplinary 
issues.

Ghana had a  poor 
s h ow i n g  a t  t h e  2 0 2 1 
AFCON and lost to lowly 
rated Comoros in the last 
game to finish bottom of  
the group.

I t  i s  t h e  w o r s t 
performance by the Black 
Stars in AFCON history 
and that has already led to 

the  sacking of  Coach 
Milovan Rajevac who was 
in charge of  the team at the 
tournament.

The poor performance 
by the Black Stars has led to 
requests by persons in 
authority to have an inquest 
into the reasons for the 
team's failure.

following the dismissal of  
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer but 
Uni ted  have  endured 
a n o t h e r  s e r i e s  o f  
disappointing results and 
sit fifth in the Premier 
League, with tensions said 
to be bui lding in the 
d r e s s i n g  r o o m .
Rangnick does not have 
the support of  the squad's 
'leading heavyweights', 

n o t a b l y  P o r t u g a l 
international Ronaldo, 
according to reports in 
Spain.

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the player and 
manager is now said to be 
'completely fractured', 
with United struggling to 
cement a place in the top 
four.

AS claim that the five-
time Ballon d'Or winner 
believes Rangnick does not 
have the ability to manage 

United and is out of  his 
depth at Old Trafford.

And to make matters 
worse, Rangnick is said to 
have angered Ronaldo 
further last Friday, after he 
accused the forward of  not 
performing in front of  
goal.

Ronaldo is the club's 
top scorer this season but 
has failed to register a goal 
in the last five league 
games  and  Rangn ick 

appears to be unhappy 
with his performances.

The 37-year-old has 
not hesitated to show his 
frustrations this season 
either, with his most recent 
outburst coming against 
Burnley last week.

Rangnick  dropped 
Ronaldo to the bench in 
favour of  Edinson Cavani 
midweek but the Portugal 
international was brought 
o n  a s  a  s e c o n d - h a l f  
substitute at Turf  Moor.

The forward made little 
impression after replacing 
Cavani in the 66th minute 
and after United only 
managed to scrape a point 
a g a i n s t  r o c k - b o t t o m 

a r c e l o n a  a r e Br e p o r t e d ly  s t i l l 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

Manchester United striker 
Edinson Cavani, whose 
contract at Old Trafford 
expires this

Inter im boss  Ral f  
Rangnick has not hidden 
Man United's desire to sign 
a new forward in the next 
transfer window, while 
Cavani is believed to have 
his sights set on a move to 
La Liga.

The 35-year-old has 
netted on two occasions 
and provided one assist in 
1 1  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances for the Red 
Devils this campaign, but 
he will continue to be a 
sporadic member of  the 
side as he continues to 

here is increasing Toptimism at Derby 
t h a t  a  p r e f e r r e d 

bidder will be appointed by 
the club's administrators by 
the end of  the month, 
although the new owners are 
very unlikely to be in place 
by then.

The English Football 
League (EFL) gave the 
Rams a deadline of  the end 
of  February to provide proof  
of  funding for the remainder 
of  the season and – although 
the club's future will not be 
secure by then – they should 
have sufficient backing to 
prove they can fulfil their 
remaining fixtures.

Doing so would stave off  
any further EFL sanctions 
and could lead to the EFL 
board lifting the club's ban 
on registering new players.

T h a t  c o u l d  a l l o w 
manager Wayne Rooney to 
s i g n  p l ay e r s  t h a t  a r e 

currently out of  contract 
before the EFL's deadline on 
new player registrations on 
March 24.

Derby have been in 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s i n c e 
September, leading to a total 
deduction of  21 points.

They currently lie 23rd in 
the Championship but are 
just four points from safety, 
and Rooney has stated his 
belief  that his side will avoid 
relegation.

Derby announced last 
week that an agreement 
between their former owner 
M e l  M o r r i s  a n d 
Middlesbrough chairman 
Steve Gibson in relation to 
the ongoing legal  case 
between the clubs is close.

The sale of  Derby to new 
o w n e r s h i p  h a s  b e e n 
complicated in part by the 
compensation claims of  
Boro and Wycombe.

s t r u g g l e  w i t h  i n j u r y 
problems.

S p a n i s h  o u t l e t 
Fichajes reports that after a 
failed attempt to sign the 
Uruguayan in January, 
B a r c e l o n a  r e m a i n 
interested in securing the 
striker's signature and will 
try again this summer.

With Cavani's contract 
set to expire at the end of  
this campaign, he is free to 
negotiate a pre-contract 
agreement with an overseas 
club, meaning that the 
Catalan giants could get 
their first bit of  business 
done early.

After arriving at Old 
Trafford in 2020, Cavani 
has scored 19 goals and 
provided seven assists in 54 
appearances for the club.

B u r n l e y,  h e  s t o r m e d 
straight down the tunnel.

Other attempts from 
elsewhere in the dressing 
room have been made to 
undermine Rangnick and 
his coaching staff.

L a s t  w e e k  i t  w a s 
claimed that some United 
players refer to Rangnick's 
No 2, Chris Armas, as Ted 
Lasso – the hapless coach 
in an Apple+ TV series.

However, despite a 
tempestuous relationship 
with the manager, Ronaldo 
is said to be happy living 
w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n 
Manchester and reportedly 
has no plans to move.
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Ronaldo, Rangnick's relationship at Man United totally fractured
– Reports

Ghana Parliament summons Black Stars captain,
Andre Ayew over 2021 AFCON outing

Transfer window:
Barcelona 'still interested
in Edinson Cavani

Preferred bidder for Derby
county to emerge month end
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AyewAyewAyew
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arlo Ancelotti has 

Call-but confirmed 
Gareth Bale will 

leave Real Madrid when his 
c o n t r a c t  ex p i r e s  t h i s 
summer.

Bale has suffered with 

uper Eagles' captain 

Sat the recently ended 
A f r i c a  C u p  o f  

N a t i o n s  ( A F C O N ) 
Cameroon 2021, Williams 
Troost-Ekong, believes 
Nigerians will see a 'very 
hungry'  s ide for next 
month's pivotal Qatar 2022 
FIFA World Cup play-off  
against the Black Stars.

Ghana will host the 
first leg of  the two-legged 
encounters at the Cape 
Coast Stadium on 24th 
March with the reverse 
fixture holding on 29th 
Match at the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium in Abuja.

“Nigerians are going to 
see a very, very hungry 
team against Ghana in 
March,” the 28-year-old 
Troost-Ekong said. “A 
team that is ready to give 
everything in order to see 
our country at the next 
World Cup in Qatar.”

The Watford defender 
who starred for the Super 
Eagles at the Russia 2018 
World Cup, said the global 
football tournament is so 
important and crucial 
hence Nigeria cannot 
afford to miss out of  the 
first World Cup to be 
hosted in the Middle East.

“I was at the last World 
Cup (Russia 2018) and I 

will say it's the biggest 
highlight of  my career and 
I will like to go there again 
and do better than we did 
last time.

 “I know what impact 
this would make; and I 
know the boys will be fired 
up and we are going to be a 
very hungry team and give 
our best so that we can 

make Nigeria proud again 
after the disappointment 
of  the AFCON.

“We would as a matter 
of  fact be using that as a 
motivation in order to 
qualify for the World Cup; 
and that is what I can say 
for now,” added Troost-
Ekong.

injuries and coronavirus 
since returning to Real after 
a season-long loan at Spurs 
last year, only making his 
retur n to the pitch in 
Saturday's goalless draw at 
Villarreal – his first game 

since August.
Speaking ahead of  

Real's Champions League 
last 16 first-leg clash at Paris 
Saint-Germain, Ancelotti 
suggested Bale's contract 
situation may have affected 
his drive this season but said 

the one-time world-record 
signing is still keen to finish 
his career in Spain with a 
flourish.

The Italian said: “His 
contract is about to end and 
it could be that he didn't 
have much motivation in 
recent times.

“Now he's feeling good, 
and he wants to end his time 
here as he deserves, because 
Bale has brought many 
titles to this club.

ormer Manchester FUnited star, Paul 
Ince has suggested 

that French star Paul Pogba 
would leave the club at the 
end of  the season.

Ince said he cannot see 
the French midfielder 
staying at Old Trafford, 
a dv i s i n g  M a n c h e s t e r 
United to make a move for 
Brighton's Yves Bissouma 
to replace Pogba and Fred 
i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e i r 
midfield.

Midfielders Fred and 
Scott McTominay have 
come under criticism in 
recent seasons and are 
singled out as potential 
weak leaks by fans and 
pundits.

The Red Devils are 
looking to spend heavily in 
the summer transfer market 
a n d  I n c e  r e c k o n s 
Bissouma, who could leave 
Brighton at the end of  the 
season, could be a cheaper 
alternative.

“You have to look at 
United's recruitment,” he 
told Genting Casino.

“They didn't know 
about Bissouma, now he's 
at Brighton and might cost 
£40m. They didn't know 

about [N'Golo] Kante, now 
he's at Chelsea.

“All these players have 
been about but why have 
United not spotted them?

“They need to get 
someone like Bissouma 
because the midfield needs 
to change. Fred's not the 
answer, McTominay is one 
of  those who's a good 
player but would be better 
w i t h  s o m e o n e  l i k e 
Bissouma next to him.

“Is Pogba going to 
stay? I can't see it. It's not 
just about two midfield 
players,” Ince added.

T h e  R e d  D e v i l s ' 
struggles have continued 
despite the managerial 

ovak Djokovic said 

Nhe was not against 
vacc inat ion but 

would skip Grand Slam 
tournaments i f  he was 
forced to take the jab against 
Covid-19.

D j o k o v i c ,  w h o  i s 
unvaccinated, was deported 
from Australia after an 11-
day rollercoaster experience 
i n v o l v i n g  t w o  v i s a 
cancellations, two court 
challenges and five nights in 
two stints at an immigration 
de ten t ion  hote l  where 
asylum seekers are held.

“Yes, that is the price 
that I'm willing to pay,” the 
34-year-old Serbian told the 
BBC, adding that he was 
aware that he would not be 
ab le  to  t rave l  to  most 
tournaments in the world 
currently because of  his 
unvaccinated status.

The  20 - t ime  major 

champion is set to return to 
competitive action at an 
ATP tournament in Dubai 
next week for the first time 
since he was deported ahead 
of  the Australian Open, the 
year's first tennis Grand 
Slam.

A n o t h e r  w i n  a t 
Melbourne Park, where 
Djokovic has won nine titles, 
could have taken him to a 
men's record 21 major titles, 
but instead it was his long-
time rival Rafa Nadal who 
nudged ahead by lifting the 
trophy last month.

Djokovic said he was 
ready to sacrifice his shot at 
the milestone over the 
“freedom of  choice” but he 
was keeping an open mind 
about taking the jab in the 
future.

“I was never against 
vacc ina t ion ,”  he  sa id , 
adding that he took vaccines 

as a child. “But I've always 
supported the freedom to 
choose what you put in your 
body.

“I  unders tand  tha t 
globally, everyone is trying 
to put a big effort into 
handling this virus and 
seeing, hopefully, an end 
soon to this virus.”

change with some fans and 
pundits suggesting that the 
club's hierarchy should 
h av e  a l l o w e d  a c t i n g 
manager, Michael Carrick 
to continue till the end of  
the season.

Carrick left the club 
after leading them to two 
s t r a i g h t  w i n s  a n d 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r , 
Rangnick was confirmed as 
the interim boss.

Manchester United are 
faced with the huge task of  
beating Atletico Madrid in 
the round of  sixteen of  the 
Champions League to keep 
alive their only hope of  
winning any silverware this 
season.

“He helped the club to 
win the Champions League 
and Copa Del Rey titles, so I 
think that ending his time 
here on a high would be 
good for his career.

“I speak with him just 
like I try and speak with 
everyone else, trying to get 
the best out of  them, listen 
to their problems, and that's 
it.

“As long as a player is 
serious, professional and 

respects the rules and the 
people he works with, our 
personal relationship will 
be good.

“He's always done that 
and never failed. Then, 
Gareth has had injuries 
which didn't allow him [to 
play].”

The 32-year-old has 
won two La Liga titles, a 
Copa del Rey and four 
Champions League crowns 
i n  n i n e  y e a r s  a t  t h e 
Bernabeu after joining from 
Tottenham in the summer 
of  2013.
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Bale deserves to finish career at Madrid-Ancelotti

Qatar 2022 race: Expect hungry Eagles
against Ghana, Troost-Ekong says

EPL: Pogba will leave – Ince insists

Djokovic ready to dump Grand Slam
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The fresh news people

n one of  my editions, I did Imention that the civil 
soc ie ty  organiza t ions 

should upscale their advocacy 
and engagement with elected 
representatives for more robust 
and inclusive governance. I am 
happy that Alliances for Africa 
(AFA), a non-governmental 
organization has gone far in 
ensuring that mainstreaming of  
accountability, social inclusion, 
a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
transparency in governance 
becomes the rule and not an 
exception.

Now that they have started, 
the media professionals and 
other  CSOs who are  the 
guarantors of  governance 
birthed with free and fair 
election must watch and ensure 
that  democracy does not 
deviate from its journey of  
d e l i v e r i n g  s o c i a l  b a s i c 
amenities to the citizenry.

The Journalists and CSOs 
need to amplify their demand 
for  accountabi l i ty,  social 
inclusion, anti-corruption and 
transparency towards 2023 
election in Imo State and 
beyond.

Alliances for Africa (AFA) 
with support from Civil Society 
Legislative Advocacy Center 
(CISLAC) and MacArthur 
F o u n d a t i o n  w h o  a r e 
c h a m p i o n i n g  t h i s  g o o d 
governance cause, had the 
object ive  as  “to  improve 
knowledge and intensify media 
v o i c e s  a n d  d e m a n d s  i n 
advocating for accountability, 
s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n t i -
corruption and transparency.

G o o d  g o v e r n a n c e 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f .  S a m 
Ezeanyika ensures citizens 
compl iance  to  r u les  and 
policies, adding that democracy 
is not a new wife to be acquired, 
it is a way of  life of  a people 

through socialization, it is 
learning by doing and a culture. 
He said that the media should 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
accountability, social inclusion, 
a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
transparency in governance by 
their reportage, stressing that 
the media has the duty to 
change the narrat ive.  He 
equally blamed the citizens' 
l ack  o f  engagement  and 
involvement in governance 
especia l ly  as  i t  concer ns 
e n g a g i n g  t h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives on 'collective 
amnesia'. 

He urged the media to 
always unearth governance 
issues that have been swallowed 
by the myriads of  reportage and 
draw attention to them for 
leaders to know that the citizens 
are not forgetful.

Lilian Ibeh of  the Alliances 
for Africa (AFA) hinted that 
given that election is by the 
corner, there's the need to 
activate the consciousness of  

both the elected representatives 
and citizens to think of  issues of  
g ove r n a n c e  t h a t  w i l l  b e 
beneficial to all and sundry. She 
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  m e d i a 
professionals to continue to 
speak up in their different fora 
to ensure that accountability, 
s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n t i -
corruption and transparency 
a r e  m a i n s t r e a m e d  i n 
governance. She described the 
media as more powerful than 
they know, adding that they can 
correct the ills of  governance 
through their reportage.

Alliances for Africa (AfA) 
with support from the Civil 
Society Legislative Advocacy 
Center (CISLAC) and Mac 
A r t h u r  F o u n d a t i o n  i s 
implementing a project targeted 
at strengthening support for 
anticorruption, ensure social 
inclusion among critical groups 
and strengthen policies and 
programs aimed at reducing 
corruption in Imo state.

The overall goal of  this 

a d v o c a c y  i s  t o  r e d u c e 
corr uption in Nigeria  by 
b o l s t e r i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r 
anticorruption, and social 
inclusion among critical groups 
and strengthening policies and 
programs for anticorruption at 
the state level in Nigeria as the 
country prepares for elections 
in 2023.

It is expected that at the end 
of  the day, AFA would have 
reduced corruption in Nigeria 
by educating and mobilizing 
citizens' groups and galvanizing 
support for anticorruption 
among  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s, 
frontl ine candidates,  and 
critical interest groups and 
networks involved in the 2023 
electoral processes in select 
states. The organization would 
have succeeded in demanding 
f o r  a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
accountability in the political 
platforms of  candidates and 
political parties at the state 
level, advocated for the state 
level anti-corruption agencies; 
to demand for gender and social 
inclusion in the electoral and 
constitutional reform process at 
the state level, especially that 
there would have been a 
demand for affirmative action 
and social inclusion on the 
platform of  candidates and 
political parties including 
appointive positions;

The efforts will not be 
relented until the demand for 
the implementation of  new and 
existing laws, policies and 
programs that enhance greater 
representation of  women, 
youths and people living with 
disability in governance is 
brought to bear.

AFA with the support of  
CISLAC and MacAr thur 
Foundation wants to spread 
anti-corruption messaging, 
accountability and broader 
governance challenges into 
public consciousness during the 

elections so that voters need to 
consider anti-corruption and 
accountability in their decision 
to vote for a political party/ a 
candidate.

This consciousness has 
been lost over the time due to 
docility and lukewarm attitude 
of  citizens. I applaud AFA for 
this initiative and call on others 
to step up.

One voice demanding for 
good governance may not be 
enough; we need congregation 
of  strong voices demanding for 
accountability transparency 
and social inclusion, so that if  
the elected representatives did 
not hear AFA, they will hear the 
other. Let the demand for good 
governance hit their auditory 
perception so hard, from all 
f l a n k s  l i k e  n eve r  b e f o r e 
especially as the elective period 
comes near.

Th i s  wi l l  ensure  tha t 
frontline contestants for the 
office of  the Governors and 
State Houses of  Assembly in 
selected states articulate their 
anti-corruption stance and 
plans for tackling corruption, 
improving transparency and 
citizens' involvement and other 
governance challenges, ensure 
accountability, transparency 
and social inclusion at the state 
levels in the electoral reform 
and constitutional amendment 
p r o c e s s ,  m o n i t o r  t h e 
effectiveness of  upholding 
affirmative action and social 
inclusion in the political parties.

To achieve all of  these, there 
is need for more vulnerable and 
marginalized groups, including 
women-led and youth-led 
groups, media, FBAs, age 
grades to actively participate in 
and demand for accountability 
and  t ransparency  in  the 
electoral processes to prevent 
co r r up t ion  and  v io l ence 
throughout  the  e lec t ions 
processes.

Mainstreaming accountability, social inclusion,
anti-corruption and transparency in governance
- Alliances for Africa model

Now that they have started, 
the media professionals and 

other CSOs who are the 
guarantors of  governance 
birthed with free and fair 

election must watch and ensure 
that democracy does not deviate 
from its journey of  delivering 
social basic amenities to the 

citizenry.

“

FCT loses N800bn annually to
fraudulent estate developers

Abba Kyari for extradition
to U.S after NDLEA probe


