
...Strong	voice	echoes	the	truth N200 

@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  MONDAY 14 – TUESDAY 15, FEBRUARY 2022    VOL. 3  NO. 17

The fresh news people

Pg. 2Pg. 3

Pg. 2

Pg. 3

Pg. 8

Pg. 13

Pg. 15

Blood flows
in South East

Again!!! 

7 killed in Imo 2 soldiers died in Abia

3 killed in Ebonyi 3 died in Anambra

5 policemen murdered in  Enugu

Ahia-Udele traders cry out for
help over relocation in Aba

Pensions: Imo PIC faults
Uzodimma’s claim

Nigeria doomed without education – Varsity Don

Ebonyi PDP raises alarm
over arrest of leaders

Death toll in Lagos
collapsed building
rises to four

The collapsed building

Lagos Catholic Diocese dismisses Rev. Fr. over
abuse of Igbos
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Umahi eulogizes late commissioner’s virtues

A 
v a l e d i c t o r y 
Executive Council 
session has been held 

in honor of  the late former 
Commissioner for Housing 
and Urban Development, 
late Engineer Uchechi 
Wendy Okah.

The valedictory 
Executive Council 
session took place at the 
new Executive Council 
Chambers, Ochoudo 
Centenary City, Abakaliki

Declaring the session 
open, Governor Dav id 
Umahi said the session 
was put together to honor 
the former Commissioner 

for her dedication to the 
Ebonyi project while alive 
and prayed to God to grant 
her soul eternal rest.

“Today we have a special 
Exco session to honor our 
own, our late sister Engineer 
Uchechi Okah, it is a very 
painful session to hold but 
we cannot question God 
because we are all visitors to 

this world.”
“It is a very sacred 

moment, I came to know 
Uche when I was party 
Chairman, when there was 
dualization of  a section of  
Abakaliki to Enugu, if  you 
are a contractor you will not 
like someone that is very 
strict.

“It is countless to 

mention a case of  a rescue 
mission, hers was more of  
a rescue mission, she was 
severally on rescue mission 
for what men could not do, 
this new Exco Chambers, 
we had serious challenges, 
we drafted her here and she 
rescued us, she again went 
to International Market and 
rescued us.

“It is quite very painful 
because I must confess 
that ever since she left with 
Engineer Nweze, it has been 
about struggles because 
it is very difficult to get 
Engineers to replace them.

“What stood these 
two people out was 
their dedication and 
commitment, not these 
days that many people 
would rather pursue money 
and incidentally when you 

pursue money, money will 
leave you.

“We stand by the family, 
we have made it a point of  
duty that whatever the Exco 
gets from 2015 till date, her 
family and that of  Nweze 
get the same.

“It is important that our 
sister died, praising God.

“We pray that the Lord 
will keep her in perfect 
peace until we meet again 
and we urge the family 
that they can lean on our 
shoulders in appreciation 
of  her efforts in the Ebonyi 
project.”

Executive Council 
members took turns to lay a 
wreath at the casket of  the 
fallen former Exco member 
as a mark of  last respect 
for her contributions to the 
development of  the State.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki 

Nigeria doomed without 
education, Ibe warns

T
he future of  the 
Nigerian society 
would be in jeopardy 

if  efforts are not intensified 
to educate the kids and the 
youths.

This warning was 
sounded by the founder of  
Gregory University, Uturu, 
Professor Gregory Ibe at 
Collins Memorial College 
school, Elu Ohafia, Ohafia 
LGA of  Abia State during 
the distribution of  books to 
students from Abia North 
Senatorial district.

Ibe, who spoke through 
the Director-general of  t 
Prof  Greg Ibe education 
intervention foundation , 
Chief  Emeka Okafor, stated 
that “ the only way to secure 
the future of  our youths is to 
engage them in education; 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

quality education. Parents 
must not abdicate their 
responsibilities of  molding 
their children.”

“Uneducated children 
are dangers to our nation. 
The claims that educated 
persons end up poorer, 
are total lies and must be 
discouraged among the 
young generation and this is 
why Prof  Greg Ibe is going 
round Abia State with the 
message and providing the 
enabling ground for a stable 
Abia State.”

He warned young 
students against engaging in 
internet fraud, money ritual, 
kidnapping and other social 
vices as wealth acquired 
through such sources don’t 
stand the test of  times.

On the panacea  to 
unemployment challenges 
in the country, Okafor 

advised students to acquire 
skills while still in school, 
which would make them job 
providers.

Okafor explained that 
the education materials were 
carved out for distribution to 
secondary school students 
in Abia State but according 
to him, “ On realising 
that there is a famous 
primary school, Ohafia 
central school within this 
secondary school, which 
has a large pupil population, 
we decided to include them 
among beneficiaries”

Over 50,000 exercise 
books were distributed to  
students from Ohafia LGA 
and those from   Arochukwu, 
Bende, Isukwuato a nd 
Umunneochi. 

One of  the beneficiaries, 
Master Ifeanyi Mba of  
Central school, Elu Ohafia 

thanked Prof  Ibe for 
remembering them in his 
philanthropy.

Anambra new NIS 
Comptroller partners NUJ 
for improved service delivery

T
he Comptroller, Nigeria 
Immigration Services 
(NIS), Anambra State 

command, Mrs. Ngozi 
Odikpo has promised to 
partner with the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists (NUJ), 
for improved service delivery.

Odikpo, who disclosed 
this while receiving the new 
executive members of  NUJ 
Anambra State Council in 
her office, explained that 
with the media, their clients 
would be well informed 
of  their services and new 
innovation.

“We are aware that 
a collaboration with the 
media is essential in what 
we do. We know that with 
this partnership people will 
be cleared in the area they 
are not sure of. We will do 
everything humanly possible 
to deliver on our mandate. 
We are also ready to attend to 
all our customers during our 
customers’ service week which 
starts from Monday February 
14 to Friday 17 (especially on 
16 and 17),” she noted. 

According to the 

Comptroller, aside issuance 
of  passports, NIS with its 
staff  posted all over the local 
government areas, provides 
other services including 
ECOWAS travelling and 
residency documents, 
undercover, surveillance and 
grassroots investigation.

“All information you 
need about us, our facilities 
and services are on our 
website. NIS has been 
adjudged as an institution 
with the most user friendly 
website. We don’t know 
why people do not access 
the website. People should 
always visit the website to be 
well informed,” she noted.

She said there were some 
changes in passport issuance 
processes in their office, 
adding that in two weeks 
time, their system would be 
configured to migrate to the 
appointment based system in 
Anambra. 

“After you complete the 
online passport processing, 
you will generate an 
appointment date in which 
you will be attended to. It is 
a system configured. It does 
not depend on any officer. 
And anything outside that 

date you will not be attended 
to unless approved from our 
head office,” she submitted.

The NIS boss also stressed 
the needs for customers to 
always seek renewal of  their 
passports not less than six 
months expiration date else 
they would not be allowed to 
travel with them.

Earlier, the Chairman, 
NUJ, Anambra State 
Council, Dr. Odogwu Emeka 
Odogwu, called on the 
Anambra State government 
to liaise with the Enugu 
Electricity Distribution 
Company (EEDC) to 
connect the State command’s 
of  Nigeria Immigration 
Services to national grid, as 
not doing so had impacted 
negatively on their services.

Odogwu also enjoined 
the command to expedite 
action towards improving 
in their international 
passports processing 
services, including the need 
to investigate and possibly 
put an end to alleged corrupt 
practices in the system, even 
as he assured that journalists 
in the state would never 
relent in reporting their 
activities professionally.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

I, formerly known and 
addressed as Joy Chijindu

 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as Uzoma Joy 
Anurika. All documents 
bearing my former names 
remain valid. Banks and 
the general public please 
take note.

 
Signed:
Uzoma Joy Anurika

CHANGE OF NAME

Imo PIC faults Uzodimma's
claim 
…Says many pensioners foreclosed, others frustrated
to untimely death

he Imo State Pensions TI n t e r v e n t i o n 
Committee (PIC) has 

declared as false, the Imo 
S t a t e  g o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma's  c laim, the 
penultimate Saturday, during 
a  r a d i o  i n t e r a c t i v e 
p r o g r a m m e ,  t h a t  h i s 
administration is not owing 
any pensioner.

The Chairman of  the Imo 
State Pensions Intervention 
Committee (PIC), Comrade 
I. K. Ohaneje, in reaction to 
the  asser t ion ,  sa id  the 
administration of  Hope 
Uzodimma, has foreclosed 
many pensioners and pays 
selectively and staggeredly 
t h o s e  i t  c h o o s e s  t o , 
w o n d e r i n g  w h y  a 
government will enterprise in 
spreading falsehood against 
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  l i k e 
pensioners who deserve 
respect and honour.

Ohaneje also informed 
that pension is not favour but 
the legitimate right of  its 
beneficiaries having thrown 
in thirty five (35) years into 
serving the State and the 
nation meritoriously and 
therefore decried the present 
s t y l e  o f  f r u s t r a t i n g 
pensioners with irregular and 
staggered system that has 
skipped and excluded many 
legitimate pensioners.

Chief  Agba, a retired 
Permanent Secretary, in his 
own contribution decried the 
increasing loss of  some of  
their members to death as a 
result of  lack of  money to 
manage their ill health or 
fund their medical treatment. 
He maintained that the 
constitution of  the Federal 
r e p u b l i c  o f  N i g e r i a , 
stipulates that stipulate 
pensions must be paid for a 

minimum of  five (5) years to 
i t s  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  a n d 
w o n d e r e d  w h y  t h e 
government cannot prioritise 
the payment salaries and 
pensions instead spending 
money on frivolities. 

According the sources, a 
frustrated pensioner who was 
running helter-skelter to 
confirm whether has been 
paid his pension having not 
r e c e ive d  a n  a l e r t ,  wa s 
crushed to death by a truck 
loaded with sand at Wetheral 
Road, Owerri, on last week.

The octogenarian senior 
citizen reportedly went to the 
bank to confirm and possibly 
cash his pension money from 
in one of  the new generation 
banks along Wetheral road in 
the company of  his 13-year-
old child but was reportedly 
disappointed when he was 
told by one of  the bank staff  
that no money was credited 
to his account.

Apparently confused and 
disturbed, the man decided to 
go  back  home but  was 
knocked down by the vehicle 
on attempting to cross the 
road and his  head was 
crushed on the tarred road.

Some of  the Pensioners, 
who spoke to News Echo, 
regretted the ill treatment 
b e i n g  m e t e d  o u t  o n 
pensioners in State. One of  
t h e  P e n s i o n e r s ,  w h o 
identified his name as Mr. 
Iwu, said some his colleagues 
who were earning their 
pensions all through, Emeka 
Ihedioha, held sway as 
governor, was skipped from 
March  2022 ,  and  have 
remained without pensions 
till date after going through 
several tedious and vigorous 
verification exercises. 

Another frustrating one 

according to Sir Obinna 
Egbuchu lam,  a  r e t i r ed 
Principal in the Imo State 
School System is the last 
batch of  2019, Imo State 
retirees who completely shot 
out of  pension payment 
against the stipulated by the 
Civil Service rules.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Egbuchulam, the last batch 
of  2019 retirees (September, 
O c t o b e r ,  N o v e m b e r ) , 
numbering more than one 
thousand are yet to receive 
any form of  retirement 
benefit from the Imo State 
government. 

 Explaining the groups 
plight, he informed that, after 
their formal retirement, 
authorized by the Head of  
S e r v i c e  ( H O S )  a n d 
retirement Identity Card, 
issued to them; they also 
went through the December 
2019 verification exercise at 
Gover nment Secondar y 
Schools, Owerri and had the 
printout given to them with 
the promise of  paying them 
pension arrears by January 
2020 but surprisingly till date, 
they haven't received a dime.

Monday 14 - Tuesday 15, February, 2022   



News

News Echo                                                                           Page 3

Obiano closes youth 
empowerment programme

B
arly one month 
to the end of  his 
administration, the 

Anambra state governor, 
Willie Obiano, on Friday, 
announced the shutting down 
of  One-Youth-One Skill 
empowerment programme of  
his administration in the state.

News Echo gathered 
that the initiative, run by 
the Anambra State Ministry 
of  Youth Empowerment 
and Creative Economy was 
launched in 2018 and is 
aimed at empowering youths 
to be financially independent.

The State Commissioner 
for Youth Empowerment and 
Creative Economy, Professor 
Theresa Obiekezie, who 
made the announcement 
during the graduating 
ceremony of  the 5th batch 
of  the training programme, 
said that about ten thousand 
(10,000) youths have so far 
benefited on the programme 
with a Trade Test Certificate 
from the Federal Ministry of  
Labour and Employment and 
start up packs, implemented 
by the state Government, 
under Willie Obiano.

According to her, I 
want to use this ceremony 
to announce to you all 
that this 5th batch of  One-
Youth-One-Skill programme 
might be the last for this 

administration. As you all 
know, in one month time, 
the present administration 
will come to an end. Though, 
the administration still has a 
training programme called; 
The Youth Apprenticeship 
Programme, we have not 
closed that one. I hope and 
believe that the incoming 
government of  Professor 
Charles Chukwuma Soludo, 
will continue from there and 

more.
She thanked the governor, 

for the huge success of  the 
programme.

The training covers 
confectioneries, barbing, 
cosmetology, shoe making 
and Solar and CCTV 
production and repair.

The graduates were 
trained at three different 
centers in the three senatorial 
districts of  Anambra State.

Fifty-nine of  the trainees 
were also empowered with 
start-up packs during the 
ceremony.

Presenting the equipment 
to the beneficiaries, Prof. 
Obiekezie, said that the 
intervention was in line with 
Governor Willie Obiano’s 
promise to empower ten 
thousand youths in the State.

She advised the 
beneficiaries to make proper 

use of  the equipment, and to 
remain resolute and creative 
through the rough edges of  
entrepreneurship

In her remarks, the 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry, Mrs. Louisa 
Ezeanya, extolled the 
governor, for the scheme, 
which is the first of  its kind, 
noting that its focus on 
youths was critical to overall 
societal development.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

From left, Permanent Secretary, Mrs. Louisa Ezeanya, the Commissioner for Youth, Prof. Theresa Obiekezie 
and one of the bene�ciaries

Abia  moves to checkmate illegal revenue collectors

Abia State government has 
said that it is committed to 
checkmating the activities 
of  multiple revenue col-
lectors on Abia roads and 
harassment of  passenger 
by illegal revenue agents in 
the State.

This is even as some 
transporters operating in  

Umuahia, the State capital 
have urged the State to 
match its promise with 
actions.

The State Governor, Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu who made 
known his administration’s 
stance on the issue in 
Umuahia during  a one-
day  stakeholders’ summit 
organised by the Abia State 
Ministry of  transport, 
stressed that multiple 

collection of  revenues was 
capable of  affecting the 
esse of  doing business in 
the State.

Ikpeazu, who was 
represented at the summit 
by his Deputy, Sir Ude 
Oko Chukwu, promised 
that new and existing 
investors would always be 
protected his government 
and commended the Abia 
State Ministry of  transport 

for organising the summit.
Ikpeazu described Abia 

State as being among the 
best ranked States in ease 
of  doing business, warning 
that such good ratings 
would not be allowed to 
be destroyed by activities 
of  charlatans operating as 
revenue agents.

He therefore, charged 
the ministry and all con-
cerned bodies to demon-

strate their commitment 
to the State government’s 
new revenue policies, 
pledging his administra-
tion’s assistance for its im-
plementation.

The Commissioner 
for transport, Chief  Uche 
Nwanoruo in his address, 
described transportation 
section as the engine room 
of  every nation’s economy, 
regretting that lives had 
been lost in some occasions 
in the State during clashes 
arising from illegal revenue 
agents.

Nwanoruo further 
lamented that some 
collectors revenues by 
such individuals were 
never remitted to the State 
government’s purse.

Meanwhile, many 
commercial bus and 
tricycle (Keke Napep) 
operators in Umuahia 
who reacted to the State 
government’s position, 
urged the Ikpeazu-
led administration to 
implement the policy to 
save them from alleged 
multiple taxations and 
attendant harassment.

Two of  the operators, 
Uduma Agbai (bus 
driver) and Sammy 
Uchendu (Keke Napep 
driver) identified multiple 
taxations as their biggest 
challenges in doing 
business.

Ebonyi PDP alleges plot by APC to implicate, arrest opposition leaders 

T
he People’s 
Democratic Party 
(PDP), Ebonyi State 

chapter has alleged plot by 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC) to implicate some of  
its leaders in the State and 
arrest them.

The party alleged an 
uncovered plans by the 
ruling APC government 
in Ebonyi State to link its 
leaders and other opposition 
party members following 
alarm raised by the party 
concerning the  incessant 
incidents of  brutality 
and killings attributed 
to Ebubeagu Security 
operatives in the State

Addressing the media 
in Abakaliki, the Chairman 
of  the Party, Tochukwu 
Okorie said the APC’s sole 

aim is to arrest and dent the 
hard-earned image of  the 
opposition party members, 
especially as the 2023 
general elections approach.

He said “We have it in 
good authority that on 10th 
of  February 2022, Ebonyi 
State government called 
a meeting in which the 
attendees were essentially 
the leaders of  Ebubeagu 
militia that operate in the 
state. There was a follow-up 
and this meeting was called 
to address the nagging issue 
of  security in Ebonyi State.

“The Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP 
Ebonyi State chapter has 
raised an alarm following 
the incessant incidents 
of  brutality and killings 
attributed to Ebubeagu 
Security operatives.

“Following the alarm 
we raised, a number of  

persons have gone to court 
to challenge the legality or 
otherwise of  the law that 
set up Ebubeagu and other 
matters. It is consequent 
upon those developments, 
that the said meeting was 
called.

“And in that meeting, 
they came out with a 
resolution, that going 
forward, the only way to stop 
the PDP and the opposition 
in the state from further 
challenging the brutality 
that Ebubeagu releases on 
the citizens of  the state is to 
begin to implicate leaders 
of  Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP and other 
stakeholders who are in 
opposition parties in crimes 
and phantom situations in 
other to demoralize and 
whittle the popularity and 
influence that the PDP has 
commanded in the state” 

By David Eze  
Abakaliki

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

he stated.
Okorie, however, vowed 

that his party will not fold 
its arm and watch the ruling 
APC in the state blackmail, 
intimidate and attack its 
members warning that, 
henceforth, it will match 
APC word for word and 
action for action.

But in a swift reaction, 
the Publicity Secretary of  
the ruling All Progressive 
Congress in the state, 
Ogbuatu Simbad Chidi said 
that the PDP was crying 
wolf  because Governor 
David Umahi dumped 
them and defected to the 
ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC. He said the 
governor is busy completing 
the massive projects his 
administration embarked 
upon and has no time to 
respond to the ranting of  
the PDP.

Anambra: Over 
100,000 unemployed 
youths to benefit 
from ADS N500m 
investment

N
o fewer than one hundred thousand 
unemployed youths will soon 
benefit from Anambra Demands 

Soludo (ADS), a political group which 
drummed support for Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo during the November 2021 
governorship election in Anambra State, 
with its N500 million investment drive.

The group, which metamorphosed 
into a cooperative society, Advanced 
Development Soludo Initiative (ADSI), 
during the weekend disclosed that the 
venture would focus on many business 
areas including agriculture, manufacturing, 
and others.

Chairman of  ADSI, Jude Emecheta, 
during the launching of  the initiative in 
Awka, the state capital, explained that 
the gains from the investment would be 
distributed to members based on their 
shares.

 “N500 million is our cache. The NGO 
is going to come as a corporate body selling 
one million shares to its members. It is not 
a public limited company. You have a right 
to pay N500 to become a member.

“The idea is that when we are now 
getting returns on our investment, we share 
the gains in the same proportion according 
to the shares you have.

 “Our plan is to have 100,000 people in 
the farm or any other business area doing 
something,” Emecheta explained.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,  
Awka 
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Lagos Catholic Diocese
dismisses Rev. Fr. James
over abuse of Igbos

he Parish Priest of  Holy Trinity TCatholic Church, Ewu-Owa 
Gberigbe in Ikorodu, Lagos, 

Reverend Father James Anelu, has been 
“suspended” for banning Igbo songs and 
choruses in his parish.

The Catholic Archdiocese of  Lagos, 
Alfred Martins, in a “disclaimer”, 
directed the priest to proceed on “an 
indefinite leave of  absence.”

Anelu was reported to have banned 
Igbo songs and choruses in his parish, 
arguing that the excesses of  Ndigbo must 
be contained.

It was learnt that he had angrily 
stopped a soul-lifting chorus during the 
second collection, noting that Igbos 
cannot keep dominating other people in 
his Catholic parish.

He reportedly cited the case of  his 
Benin Diocese where Igbos dominate to 
the point of  becoming the Bishop, 
allegedly claiming that the spirit of  God 
recognises only geographical languages 
of  the parish.

Father Anelu's announcement 
c a u s e d  a n g e r,  c o m m o t i o n  a n d 
spontaneous mass exodus from the 
church and he had to stop the service, 
with Igbos vowing to stop attending the 
church and even the Catholic Church if  
it now a policy.

While announcing the suspension, 
Martins, in the letter dated February 7, 
said, “It has been brought to our notice 
that Rev Fr James Anelu, the priest-in-
charge of  Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
Ewu-Owa,  Ikorodu,  made some 
completely unacceptable comments 
about Igbo songs being sung in the 
Church and unsavoury remarks that do 
not represent the Catholic church's 
position on the common brotherhood of  
peoples of  all tribes and religions.
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Addressing the spate of
obstruction of articulated
vehicles on roads

ome of the states' Houses 

Sof Assemblies have passed 
l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g 

articulated vehicles from plying 
the roads in the day time but to 
operate in the night because of 
the havoc they cause on the roads.

This came with stringent 
p u n i s h m e n t  a g a i n s t 
offenders/defaulters.

Unfortunately, these laws 
have become paper  t igers. 
Barking legislature without 
biting. No state can develop that 
wastes all the legislative prowess 
and processes to legislate over a 
matter, passing through the 
rigors of bills without full scale 
implementation.

  According to World Health 
Organization (WHO), Nigeria is 
the most dangerous country in 
Africa with over 33.7 deaths 
(through road accidents) per 100, 
000 population every year. This 
implies that one in every four 
deaths recorded through road 
accidents in Africa occurs in 
Nigeria.

  From statistics in not too far a 
record, between 2007 and 2010, 
4, 017 accidents involving trailers 
were recorded. Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC) reported 
that  the accidents were caused by 
obstruction, speed violation, 
mechanically deficient vehicles, 
overloading violation, dangerous 
overtaking, loss of control, route 
violation, driving under the 
influence of alcohol and drug as 
well as wrong overtaking.

The hours motorists and 
commuters spend on the roads 
a r e  c a u s e d  b y 
damage/breakdown of  the 
articulated vehicles on the road. 
A trailer spoils on the major 
road, instead of  towing that  
vehicle to a convenient place for 
repair, the vehicle is being 
repaired on the road, subjecting 

the people to untold hardship of 
trekking home. Sometimes, the 
repair of the vehicle takes three 
days or more and the agency of 
the government does nothing 
about this ugly situation.

What one rather sees is the 
government agencies chasing 
commercial vehicles over daily 
tickets when they could fine 
heavily that spoilt articulated 
vehicle to increase government's 
IGR.

The havoc caused by these 
articulated vehicles can better be 
imagined. 

FRSC noted that well over 
total of 21,199 vehicles have been 
involved in crashes, and 1,495 
were tankers or trailer-related 
accidents. This represents 7.05 
per cent of the accidents. 

Another report following the 
above has it that a total of 16,779 
vehicles were involved in crashes, 
out of which 998 were tanker or 
trailer-related. This represented 
5.94 per cent of the total crashes 
that year. This tells one that the 
accidents caused by articulated 
vehicles keep increasing yearly 
and if nothing is done about it, 
t h i s  n e g l e c t e d  a s p e c t  o f 
recklessness that can be corrected 
by simple operative law, will 
s k y r o c k e t  i n  g e o m e t r i c 
progression.

It is high time; the government 
of  the day or  i ts  agencies 
resurrected the existing laws on 
the operations of the articulated 
vehicles, so that when a vehicle 
breaks down on the road, the 
owners must find a way to pull it 
out of the road to avoid punishing 
other road users. Heavy level of 
fines could serve as deterrent to 
others, especially that the owners 
c h e c k  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r 
articulated vehicles before 
entering the roads.
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Ndigbo and the 
peculiar spirit 
of ‘Umunna’
I

n Igbo cosmology, 
Umunna is one of  
the most influential 

sect of  Igbo patrilineal 
institution. Socioculturally, 
it is basically the strongest 
institution for dialogue 
and dispute resolution. In 
Igbo traditional setting, it 
remains second to none 
in decision making. The 
institution of  Umunna 
is so strong and well 
respected that anyone who 
neglects it does that at his 
own peril. Umunna is the 
family insurance policy 
and foundation of  Igbo 
federation. It is a wider 
blood relationship and 
extended families that looks 
after one another in various 
aspects of  life especially in 
dispute adjudication and 
resolution. Before disputes 
between members of  the 
same Umunna go out of  the 
jurisdiction of  the Umunna 
for resolution, they must 
be first adjudicated  b y 
Ndi Umunna and if  it is 
not resolved, the parties 
concerned may resort to 
another place for arbitration 
and adjudication. Their 
judgement is as powerful 
as that of  the Court 
especially as it concerns 
marriage,  tribal conflict, 
childbirth, land dispute, 
family dispute, Inter and 
intra tribal conflicts. Also, 
they are mainly noted for 
maintenance of  peace 
and justice as well as law 
enforcement in traditional 
Igbo society with their 
actions ceasing deviation 
from social norms. 

At times, the judgment 
of  Umunna may be 
tendered as the matters 
proceed to higher 

authorities, even Courts 
of  law. Their judgements 
are highly respected by the 
court of  law. In marriages, 
traditionally, it is the 
Umunna that give out girls 
in marriage; the father and 
immediate family only play 
the role of  witnesses.

It has been in existence 
longer than imagined. They 
play a stereotyped role that 
is, without a doubt beneficial 
to the society which foster 
growth and development. 
Within the pre-colonial 
Igbo society, Ndi Umunna 
are  indispensable, that is 
why Ndigbo believe that 
UMUNNA-BU-IKE.

In addition to one’s 
parents and immediate 
family, Ndi Umunna help 
to shape one’s worldview, 
serve as instrument for 
conflict resolution, and also 
propagate social justice.

In traditional Igbo 
society, decisions taken by 
Ndi Umunna are binding 
on the members of  that 
particular Umunna. There 
are punishments for 
deviation. In extreme cases, 
punishment could be by 
way of  ex-communication 
from all Umunna activities. 
Such severe punishment is 
to be avoided as it brings 
shame on one’s family. 
In such situation, no 
member of  the Umunna 
will enter the compound 
of  the person that has 
been ex-communicated, or 
partake in any ceremony 
such as births, deaths and 
other ceremonies in his 
compound.

Ndi Umunna also play 
very critical roles during 
traditional marriage 
ceremonies involving one 
of  their daughters. During 
the introduction, bride 
price negotiation and other 

related activities, including 
traditional marriage proper, 
it is the Umunna, and not 
the father of  the bride, that 
oversee the proceedings. 
Whatever conditions they 
give to the intending suitor 
is binding.

This has often been a 
source of  conflict as some 
fathers may object to the long 
list of  marriage items given 
to the potential in-law by 
Ndi Umunna, but at the end, 
through cultural diplomacy 
and subtle negotiation, Ndi 
Umunna do have their way. 
The powers Ndi Umunna 
wield is in line with Igbo 
worldview, that a child 
belongs to the community, 
not just to the parents alone. 
The parents, Ndi Umunna 
and entire community all 

contribute to the upbringing 
of  the child. In 

Igbo land, Umunna are 
very powerful and wield 
enormous Influence.

They do things together 
with one mind. There is 
always a strong bond of  
unity, togetherness and 
conviviality among them.

The head of  Umunna 
is called “Opanna” who 
is the oldest man among 
the Umunna and holds the 
‘ofo’. The position is not 
contestable. It is believed 
that only the ‘Opanna’  is 
closer to the ancestors and 
hears directly from them . 
He also enjoys certain 
rights and privileges. For 
example, breaking of  kola 
nuts, pouring of  libation 
and performing some other 
rites fall on him. During 
farming season, he will 
be the one to take the first 
and largest portion of  farm 
land called “ishi-oru” He 
will be the first to take his 
share of  kola nut, meat and 
other items at Umunna 
gatherings. Whenever an 
animal is slaughtered in 
the family and among the 
Umunna, some parts of  
the slaughtered animal 
are reserved for him as his 
exclusive right; like  the 
liver, the tail, the heart, the 
scrotum and “nkpunala 
anu”. These parts are his 
exclusive rights, no other 
person takes them except 
him. While the waist ( 
ukwu anu) is reserved for 
the women.

In some places, Umunna 
chose a particular market 
day, either Eke, Orie, Afor 
or Nkwo ,  for their weekly 
“meeting Umunna”. Some 
call it “manyi - Orie, or 
oha-orie, depending on 
the perculiar market day 
which village is known for. 

Important issues bordering 
on the progress and 
Development of  the family 
or village are discussed 
in that meeting. It is in 
such meeting important 
decisions are taken. 
Disputes are also resolved 
in such meetings and fines 
meted when necessary to 
any erring individual. The 
meeting is usually attended 
by both the elders and 
younger ones depending 
on the age limit. Most of  
them usually appear tartard 
in their dressings  on the 
meeting with their local 
snuff, but don’t try to dispise 
them. Their  decision is 
as powerful as that of  the 
supreme Court. In such 
meeting, people usually sit 
on log of  woods or wooden 
chairs. No matter your level 
and wealth, even if  you are 
the President, Governor, 
Minister, you must be 
submissive and humble in 
Umunna meeting. They 
won’t mind your position 
to tell you what they want 
to tell you, Such a very 
powerful sect.

The truth is that you 
must be submissive and 
humble in the meeting or 
else you regret the day you 
were born. Fresh palm 
wine are usually served 
in a local cup made from 
sponge (Iko) with Kolanut 
and alligator pepper. The 
meeting usually starts with 
opening prayer and pouring 
of  libation giving thanks to 
EKE KERE UWA. 

 Sometimes, there may 
be exchange of  words 
among the people in the 
meeting, but at the end of  
the meeting everything end 
there.

This is the unity that 
binds; a sense oneness, love 
and ‘Igwebuike’.

Prince Macdonald Enwere

The head of Umunna is 
called “Opanna” who is 

the oldest man among the 
Umunna and holds the 
‘ofo’. The position is not 

contestable. It is believed 
that only the ‘Opanna’  is 

closer to the ancestors and 
hears directly from them.  
He also enjoys certain 

rights and privileges. For 
example, breaking of kola 
nuts, pouring of libation 

and performing some other 
rites fall on him. During 
farming season, he will 

be the one to take the �rst 
and largest portion of farm 
land called “ishi-oru” He 

will be the �rst to take his 
share of kola nut, meat and 

other items at Umunna 
gatherings. 

“

“
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A
s expected, 
many Nigerians 
will participate 

in the 2022 farming 
season, beginning from 
March. This they do by, 
first, engaging in such 
preliminary activities 
as cutting the bush on 
proposed farmlands, 
allowing the cut grasses 
and felled tree-branches 
and general weeds to dry 
and going ahead to set fire 
on them to burn which will 
be followed by clearing the 
debris and other items that 
may not burn in the set 
fire. 

In the villages, those 
who do not have their own 
farmlands usually rent 
such arable lands or lease 
them yearly from their 
neighbours and fellow 
villagers who have such 
farming lands that may be 
renewed from year to year. 

Apart from preparing 
the land for the year’s 
farming activities, these 
farmers go ahead to 
procure farming inputs - be 
they fertilisers of  various 
types, agro-chemicals, 
seedlings of  yams, cocoa 
yams, okra, three-leafed 
yams, varieties of  cassava 
stems, fluted pumpkin, 
pumpkin, and even the 
implements they will need 
and use in the process 
of  farming and which 
may include cutlasses of  
different types, machetes, 
shovels, Indian and 
ordinary hoes, diggers, 
rain boots, raincoats and 
other personal protective 
equipment, et cetera in 
addition to fungicides, 
pesticides, herbicides and 
similar things  that may 
be required to keep away 
weevils, termites, army 
warms, and many other 
insects that usually destroy 
the vegetables and other 

things that are planted in 
farms.

In other cases, many 
farmers may seek 
government assistance in 
many aspects including 
technical knowledge, 
improved varieties of  the 
things that will be planted 
and financial, credit 
facilities that will enable 
them to engage in large-
scale farming. 

Whatever happens, 
however, it is important 
that those who will engage 
in one agricultural activity 
or the other in this year’s 
planting season should 
be ready by now, and 

Going into the 2022 
farming season

�
Apart from preparing the 

land for the year’s farming 
activities, these farmers go 
ahead to procure farming 
inputs - be they fertilisers 

of various types, agro-
chemicals, seedlings of 
yams, cocoa yams, okra, 

three-leafed yams, varieties 
of cassava stems, �uted 
pumpkin, pumpkin, and 

even the implements they 
will need and use in the 
process of farming and 

which may include cutlasses 
of different types, machetes, 
shovels, Indian and ordinary 

hoes, diggers, rain boots, 
raincoats and other personal 

protective equipment, 
et cetera in addition to 
fungicides, pesticides, 
herbicides and similar 

things  that may be required 
to keep away weevils, 
termites, army warms, 
and many other insects 
that usually destroy the 

vegetables and other things 
that are planted in farms.
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should have finished with 
planning. This is because, 
as the saying goes, ‘if  you 
fail to plan, you plan to 
fail.’ Setting out a few 
hours of  our time daily 
to put one or two things 
in order may be helpful in 
ensuring maximum yields 
and bountiful harvests later 
in the year. Farmers need 
to know when and how 
to apply fertiliser on their 
farm. Others need to know 
when best to weed their 
farms in order to remove 
those weeds that usually 
compete with crops for 
soil nutrients such crops 
need to flourish.

Going into the 2022 
farming season may 
include determining where 
and how to sell what will be 
harvested from our farms 
with a view to making 
profit. It may also include 
making arrangement for 
the storage of  the things 
that will be harvested 
from the farms, including 
making barns where 
harvested yams and cocoa 
yams will be kept, as what 
obtains in the villages in 
many parts of  the country 
including the South-East 
and South-South towns.

Those who may need to 
borrow money from those 
who can help them to buy 
the things that are required 
for planting could have 
started as early as they 
could to negotiate for such 
facilities in order not to be 
disappointed in that regard 
when farming proper 
begins any time from 
now. In all, it is important 
that many people should 
participate in agricultural 
activities this year in order 
to grow and produce some 
of  the things they will 
eat later this year such as 
vegetables, bulbs, cereals, 
nuts, cassava, yams, 

cocoyam, pepper, fluted 
pumpkin and pumpkin, 
et cetera, including 
groundnuts and some 
varieties of  beans.

Even, when these farm 
products are excess in 
quantities that are more 
than what we need at 
the family level, we may 
sell the excess quantities 
and raise a part of  the 
money we need to run our 
individual and extended 
families, just as we may 
give some of  these excess 
products to our dear 
friends and relatives, and 
those who need them but 
who do not participate in 
farming activities because 
of  one reason or the other.

 On the other 
hand, those who have 
the financial and other 
resources but who may 
not have the pieces of  
land where they can farm 

may well sponsor those 
who have land but lack 
the necessary inputs and 
financial capabilities to 
engage in subsistent or 
commercial farming. This 
is what obtains in many 
urban, semi-urban and 
townships today. In these 
areas, many people who like 
to engage in one agricultural 
activity or the other are 
often discouraged because 
they do not have the pieces 
of  land where they can 
carry on their agricultural 
activities; where they can 
plant those things they need 
to plant and harvest when 
others do.          

It is very important, at 
this juncture, to emphasise 
that as we go into the 2022 
farming season, all those 
Nigerians who can do so 
should do their best to 
participate in it in order 
to produce a part of  what 
their family members will 
feed on in order to reduce 
hunger in the land, and 
even make some money 
gains such families need 
to survive these hard times 
as occasioned by inflation, 
hardship, unemployment, 
non-payment of  salaries, 
pensions and gratuities, 
and the recent emergence 
of  coronavirus disease 
that has slowed down the 
economic activities world  
over since its outbreak in 
2019 till today.

Really, it is good that 
we actively participate in 
the current farming season 
in our individual and 
collective interests. We 
should not allow any piece 
of  land to lie fallow within 
our living premises; we 
can plant one or two things 
on such lands to help us 
produce a part of  what 
we eat and live a healthy 
life, which we cannot do 
without food sufficiency.

�
Going into the 2022 

farming season may 
include determining 

where and how to sell 
what will be harvested 
from our farms with a 
view to making pro�t. 
It may also include 

making arrangement for 
the storage of the things 
that will be harvested 

from the farms, 
including making barns 
where harvested yams 
and cocoa yams will be 
kept, as what obtains 

in the villages in many 
parts of the country 

including the South-East 
and South-South towns.
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Imo: Governor Uzodimma waxing 
strong as a wise man from the east

T
he chanced, unscheduled 
meeting between His 
Excellency, Distinguished 

Senator Hope Uzodimma, the 
duly elected governor of  Imo 
State and Senator Ethelbert 
Anayo Rochas Okorocha at 
a Yobe State event in Abuja 
recently generated enough heat 
in the Imo polity. 

A critical view among many 
views that were brewed and 
poured out in the course of  
the discourses on the meeting 
between the Imo governor 
predecessor and successor was the 
maturity, charisma, statemanship, 
tolerance, accommodation, and 
general finesse displayed by 
Governor Uzodimma on the 
rather very sensitive encounter. 

Pundits have subsumed in one 
word the gamut of  descriptive 
nomenclature to the very 
rich conduct of  the Governor 
Uzodimma on that auspicious 
rendezvous. Wisdom! 

The egg heads are strongly 
convinced that the way and 
manner Governor Uzodimma 
managed and handled Rochas, 
his traducer-in-chief  and major 
detractors, evinced his wealth of  
wisdom. 

Now, wisdom is the noun for 
the adjective wise. The Oxford 
Advanced Learners Dictionary 
defines wisdom as “the ability 
to make sensible decisions and 
give good advice because of  the 
experience and knowledge that 
you have”! 

The same dictionary defines 
“wise” as “able to make sensible 
decisions and give good advice 
because of  the experience and 
knowledge that you have”! Also, 
it’s “sensible, based on good 
judgment”! 

In short, as far as interested 
reputable pundits are concerned, 
for receiving Rochas the way he 
did, Governor Uzodimma is a 
wise man who acted based on his 
wealth of  wisdom. For me, the 
Imo governor is a wise man from 
the East! 

One of  the very exciting 
narratives in the Holy Bible is the 
adventure of  the wise men from 
the East. Significant, about them 
was that they had the anointing 
of  seeing stars, watching and 
following their movements and 
progress.

It reminds of  the seers, ancient 
and modern, as represented 
by such great visionaries as 
the biblical Joseph, Daniel 
and the more contemporary 
Nostradamus, and other men 
that have the divine gift of  seeing 
tomorrow. 

Incidentally and instructively, 

cal King Herod, who was casted 
in the role of  a heartless wicked 
man, couldn’t believe, trust, love, 
commend and support the Wise-
men from the East.

So, it’s not important that 
some people won’t key into the 
vision being espounded about 
wisdom of  Governor Hope in his 
capacity as the Wiseman from 
the East.

What’s important is that, 
as the Bible teaches, “by their 
fruits ye shall know them”! By 
Governor Uzodimma’s verifiable 
character, attitude, integrity, 
probity, transparency and 
accountability, he’s easily known 
as a wise leader of  the East.

It didn’t start with his 
successful tenure so far as the 
duly elected governor of  Imo 
State. His display of  wisdom 
dates back to his early days in 
the political stratosphere, where 
he made expected breakthrough 
that’s open to the wise and came 
to limelight.

He has always believed in 
unity, peace and progress of  the 
part of  the world he found himself. 
He’s evidently detribalized. He’s 
patriotic in his convictions about 
his citizenship in Nigeria. He’s 
very nationalistic.

Just as the biblical wisemen 
didn’t discriminate and segregate 
against the divine king whose 
star they saw from far, but 
painstakingly sought him 
out in the Manger, Governor 
Uzodimma doesn’t discriminate 
against any tribe, group or person 
in Nigeria.

Looking at some appointments 
that he has made in the recent 
times, he has display his unique 
gift of  wisdom. He has appointed 
Indigenes and Non-indigenes, 
Christians, Muslims alike. That’s 
an interesting story of  wisdom.

When many men and women 
from the East will swear their 
hatred and dissociation of  men 
and women from the North, 
West and South, burning bridges 
of  unity, peace and progress, 
Governor Uzodimma strives to 
unite the East with the rest of  
Nigeria - North, South and West.

After reading and re-reading 
“Reflections On The Igbo 
Question”, the compendium 
of  his ideas, opinions, views, 
suggestions, advice, etcetera, and 
establishing his attitude towards 
the continued subscription of  
the Igbo in the Nigerian national 
enterprise, it becomes very how 
dear the continued unity, peace 

say: “It’s better to be a small fish 
in a big ocean than a big whale in 
a small lake”!

In his book, “Reflections On 
The Igbo Question”, Governor 
Uzodimma, convincingly and 
successfully argued that it will be 
better for Ndigbo to remain in a 
united, egalitarian and just Nige-
ria than to ostracized to any ob-
scured corner.

Generally, in his catalogued 
horizons and viewpoints 
vis-a-vis his character and 
attitude predisposition and 
disposition to issues of  life and 
national importance, Governor 
Uzodimma has proved to be 
a wise man. And because he’s 
an illustrious son and leader of  
East, he qualifies to be received 
as a wiseman from the East.

It’s not surprising that 
notable elders of  the East have 
been recognizing the roles that 
Governor Uzodimma has been 
playing in the the East and in 
the country. Hence, they assign 
befitting chieftaincy titles upon 
him.

The latest is that honest 
and sincere title of  “Onyendu 
Ndigbo” or “Leader of  the Igbo 
nation” or indeed “Leader of  
the East”, that he was crowned 

with by the locally, nationally 
and internationally recognized, 
regarded and respected His 
Imperial Majesty, Eze I. Ikonne 
of  Aba.

The octogenarian traditional 
ruler and royal father must 
have seen the blossoming and 
flourishing attributes in the 
antecedents and pedigree of  
Governor Uzodimma to warrant 
his public coronation of  the 
governor as “Onyendu Ndigbo”!

Having served merotoriously 
and rewardingly as a Senator of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
Governor Uzodimma, the 
Federal Government of  Nigeria 
also notices the undisguised 
desire of  Governor Uzodimma 
to see Nigeria remain an 
indivisible and indissoluble 
national entity.

That’s why, probably for the 
first time in the history of  Imo 
State, the governor has a very 
free access to the seat of  power 
in Aso Rock, receiving due 
attention of  the president and the 
presidency, with resultant federal 
presence and support in areas of  
programmes and projects.

So far, Governor Uzodimma 
has been serving well as reliable 
eyes, ears and legs of  the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria in the 
East. He has been galvanizing 
varying and divergent interests in 
the East and harmonizing them 
for the overall mutual benefit of  
both the East and Nigeria.

Though because of  protocol 
and order of  service delivery, 
much of  the work of  governance 
is covert, but yet by their fruits 
we know them.

The ingenious massive 
programmes and projects going 
on in and across Imo State can 
be seen and are being attested 
to by even the biblical blind 
Bartemaus. The dumb are 
clapping for Jesus at what they 
are seeing.

Imo State hasn’t had it 
so good in a very long time; 
probably, since after the 
wonders performed by Chief  
Sam Mbakwe, the pioneer 
democratically elected governor 
of  Imo State.

It’s quite encouraging and 
reassuring that Governor 
Uzodimma is pulling so much 
weight and posting excellent 
results in his stewardship 
scorecard at midterm.

There’s every reason to believe 
that by the end his leadership 
and governance tenure in Imo 
State, whenever that will be, 
Governor Uzodimma would 
have successfully accomplished 
his vision of  bringing Nigeria 
fully into the East and taking the 
East into Nigeria.

By Ogu Bundu Nwadike in this gener-
ation in the 
East of  Ni-
geria, there 
has risen a 
v i s i o n a r y 
who’s proved 
himself  to be 
a wise man 
from the East. 
As already 
above, he’s 
none other 
than His Ex-
cellency, Dis-
t i n g u i s h e d 
Senator Hope 
Uzodimma, 
the current 
e x e c u t i v e 
governor of  
Imo State.

The con-
clusion that 
G o v e r n o r 
U z o d i m -
ma is a wise 
man from the 
East may be 
argued and 
challenged by 
some of  the 
dye-in-wool 
antagonists 
and detrac-
tors of  the 
governor’s.

However, 
the excuse is 
that the bibli-

and progress 
of  Nigeria is 
to Governor 
Uzodimma.

He strongly 
advocates for 
the emergence 
of  a Nigerian 
president from 
the East or more 
specifically in 
the parlance, a 
Nigerian pres-
ident of  Igbo 
extraction as 
against the mis-
taken couch-
ing of  “an Igbo 
president of  Ni-
geria”.

D e p l oy i n g 
the parapherna-
lia of  his office, 
he resists the 
free reign of  an-
ybody or group 
that preach 
exorcizing of  
the East from 
Nigeria, while 
evangelizing on 
the continued 
co-existence of  
Ndigbo in main-
stream Nigeria. 
That’s wisdom 
at work.

There’s no 
gainsaying it 
that as the sages Uzodimma
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News Analysis

D
isplaced traders 
at Ahia-Udele 
( W a t e r s i d e 

Market), Ogbor Hill, Aba, 
Abia State have asked 
for the government’s 
assistance to recover their 
losses.

Recall that the Abia 
government recently 
demolished shanty shops 
around the popular Aba 
abattoir which shares the 
same location with Ahia-
Udele following the recent 
accident that too many 
lives.

Chairman of  the 
Market, Mr Alphaeus 
Ajiogu made the call on 

Ahia-Udele displaced traders 
cry for help over relocation

behalf  of  the traders at 
the weekend during an 
interview with newsmen at 
the Goodmorning Market, 
Aba where they were asked 
to relocate.

News Echo reports 
that after the accident that 
claimed many lives at the 
Ahia Udele on Feb. 3, the 
state government ordered 
the traders’ immediate 
relocation and later 
demolished the market on 
Feb 4.

According to Ajiogu, 
“Many of  us traders at 
Ahia-Udele live in Obingwa 
Local Government Area 
and it costs much for us 
to get to Goodmorning 
Market where they have 
asked us to relocate to.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

“The most challenging 
issue we have now is that 
the road to the market from 
Obingwa which is Pepple’s 
Road, just adjacent to the 
Aba River Bridge is in a 
deplorable condition but 
we are managing to pass 
through it now because of  
the dry season.

“So we are begging the 
government to reconstruct 
Pepple’s Road to enable 
us and our customers who 
come from neighbouring 
Obingwa and Ikot-Ekpene 
in Akwa-Ibom State to 
easily access Goodmorning 
Market.

“We are also asking 
the government to please 
assist us with some 
money because that 

sudden demolition of  the 
Waterside Market caused 
us many losses as we did 
not remove our properties 
and wares.”

Ajiogu also urged the 
government to ensure 
that the new abattoir at 
Omuma-Uzor, Ukwa West 
Local Government Area is 
completed soonest and that 
it is not allowed to harbour 
any meat market but used 
for killing cows only.

He also asked for the 
roofing of  the shops given 
most of  their members at 
the Goodmorning Market 
and to fill with sand parts 
of  the market which is in a 
valley to secure their goods 
and make movement 
easier.

Chairman of  
Goodmorning Market, 
Mr Esinna Ogbonna said 
the market has over 4,000 
unoccupied shops but 
many are not roofed so he 
called on the government 
to help the roofing of  the 
shops to secure people’s 
goods.

Ogbonna also asked for 
the grading of  the roads 
in the market and for the 
provision of  electricity in 
the market to enable those 
using electricity to do 
business.

He thanked Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for giving 
the relocated traders three 
months moratorium to 
trade without paying rents 
to help them survive.

Current situation at Ahia-Udele, completely demolished and cleaned up
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Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi led the PDP campaign train to Eke-Otu Market in Amechi Awkunanaw, Enugu South Local Government Area and Eke Agbani Market in Nkanu West LGA

Ugwuanyi’s campaign train 
moves to Aninri, Awgu, 
vows to win LG seats 

G
overnor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State last Saturday led 

Local Government Elections 
campaign train of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
to Aninri and Awgu local 
government areas vowing to 
win the forthcoming local 
government election in the 
state.

At Aninri and Awgu 
LGAs, the people 
unanimously pledged their 
support and loyalty to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi as their leader 
who they will always abide 
by his leadership style 
and follow his political 
aspirations.

They appreciated 
Gov. Ugwuanyi for his 
achievements in their council 
areas aimed at impacting 
their lives positively such 
as healthcare facilities, 
infrastructure, school 
projects, and empowerment 
initiatives, peace and 
security, among others. 

Speaking at Aninri LGA 
rally, the Deputy Minority 
Leader of  the House 
of  Representatives who 
represents Aninri/Awgu/Oji 
River Federal Constituency, 
Rt. Hon. Toby Okechukwu, 
told Gov. Ugwuanyi that 
“leadership of  the state 
(Enugu) is in your hands and 
we have to appreciate that 
and we will always remain 
loyal and respect the leader’s 
approach”.

Hon. Okechukwu 
commended Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for the way he has been 
leading them in particular 
and the people of  Enugu 
State in general.

The federal lawmaker, 
who informed the audience 
that the Senator representing 
Enugu West Senatorial 
District, Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu, was unable 
to attend the rally because 
of  flight cancellation in 
Abuja, also applauded Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for entrenching 
peace in Enugu State, noting 
that: “If  there is no peace, 
there won’t be progress and 
the peace you have brought 
shall follow you anywhere 
you go”. 

He assured the governor 
that they will deliver the 
PDP and its candidates 

overwhelmingly in the 
forthcoming Local 
Government elections in the 
state.

“Your Excellency, what 
we promise is that we will 
make our commitment and 
do the needful to make sure 
that our candidates sail 
through and we will support 
the party and we will also 
support the candidates”, 
Hon. Okechukwu said.

Also speaking, the 
member representing Aninri 
Constituency in the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Okwu Chinedu Otaka, 
described Gov. Ugwuanyi 
as the leader of  the party in 
the state and “decider of  our 
political fate.”

Stressing that Gov. 
Ugwuanyi is the leader, Hon. 
Otaka said: “We have no 
two governors except Gov. 
Ugwuanyi, Gburugburu, 
Nwoke Obi Oma. 

“We are behind you 
(Ugwuanyi), whatever you 
tell us to do is what we will 
do. You are the leader of  
the party in the state. Tell us 
what to do and we will do 
it”. 

Other speakers at the 
event, namely, the State 
Commissioner for Labour 
and Productivity, Hon. Uche 

Ogbonna, the Chairman, 
Aninri LGA, Hon. Ezekiel 
Chukwu, the Enugu 
West Senatorial District 
Chairman of  the PDP, Ozo 
Okey Ozoani, and the LG 
Party Chairman, Hon. 
Victor Okoro, lauded Gov. 
Ugwuanyi’s peace and 
grassroots development 
initiatives in the state, 
assuring him of  their 
unflinching support and 
loyalty. 

They maintained that 
Aninri LGA is a stronghold 
of  PDP and expressed 
gratitude to Gov. Ugwuanyi, 
the state leadership of  the 
PDP and party members 
in Aninri LGA for the 
emergence of  Hon. Benneth 
Ajah as the chairmanship 
candidate of  PDP in the 
forthcoming LG polls, 
pointing out that Ajah is a 
good man, philanthropist 
and human capital developer.

Prayers were offered 
for Gov. Ugwuanyi by the 
Traditional Rulers of  Aninri 
LGA who described the 
governor as a good man and 
beseeched God to continue 
to bless and give him the 
wisdom to govern of  Enugu 
State with the fear of  God.  

PDP flags were presented 
to the councillorship 

candidates of  the party in 
Aninri LGA by the State 
Chairman, Hon. Augustine 
Nnamani amid pomp and 
pageantry.

Addressing the jubilant 
crowd, Gov. Ugwuanyi 
thanked the people of  Aninri 
LGA for their support for his 
administration and the PDP, 
as well as their unanimous 
acceptance of  the party’s 
chairmanship candidate, 
Hon. Ajah and his deputy, 
Hon. Okechukwu Njokuoti.   

At Awgu LGA rally, the 
story was the same as the 
stakeholders of  the council 
area, party faithful and 
teeming supporters gathered 
in their numbers to celebrate 
Gov. Ugwuanyi, who arrived 
from Aninri LGA with his 
deputy, Hon. Mrs. Cecilia 
Ezeilo, the State Chairman 
of  the PDP, Hon. Nnamani 
and other members of  the 
campaign train.

The various speakers, 
such as Rt. Hon. Toby 
Okechukwu, the Chief  
Whip of  the State 
House of  Assembly who 
represents Awgu North 
Constituency, Rt. Hon. 
Mrs. Jane Eneh, the Awgu 
South counterpart,  Hon. 
Johnson Chukwuobasi, the  
Commissioners for Science 

and Technology and Culture 
and Tourism, Sir. Obi Kama 
and Hon. Ugonna Ibe, the 
Chairman of  Awgu LGA, 
Hon. Pedro Nwankwo, the 
LG Party Chairman, Hon. 
Okey Udeh, the Zonal Vice 
Chairman, Enugu West 
Senatorial District, Ozo 
Okey Ozoani, the former 
National Youth Leader of  
the Party, Hon. Sunday 
Udeh-Okoye, the former 
Commissioner for Health, 
Dr. Uche Uzochukwu, and 
former Speaker of  the State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Cletus Enebe, commended 
the good works of  Gov. 
Ugwuanyi and reiterated 
that the people of  Awgu 
LGA are solidly behind the 
governor and will continue 
follow him as their leader.

Other dignitaries at the 
rallies include Senator Ben 
Collins Ndu; former House 
of  Representatives members, 
Hon. K.G.B. Oguakwa and 
Hon. Chijioke Edeoga; ex-
Minister of  Aviation, Amb. 
Mrs. Fidelia Njeze; former 
State Chairmen of  the PDP, 
Chief  Engr. Vita Abba and 
Chief  Ikeje Asogwa, Chief  
Evarest Nnaji; Chief  Anayo 
Onwuegbu; Rev. Oscar 
Egwuonwu, Sir Chinedu 
Ani, among others.

 From Chuma Austin, Enugu
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H
aving battled the 
spate of  killings 
by the security 

operatives and the state 
governments, one would 
have expected that the 
level of  deaths would have 
been reduced. 

The South East zone 
experienced high level 
of  deaths in 2021, 
which saw the renewed 
efforts of  security 
operatives and state 
governments addressing 
the reoccurrence, with 
creation of  Ebubeagu to 
compliment the work of 
the security operatives, 
despite all of  those, the 
killings still continue, 
especially that one had 
expected that the citizens 
would heaved sigh of 
relief.

Very recently, in less 
than three weeks, the 
killings and deaths have 
resurfaced almost on daily 
basis. There is no day that 
passed without news of 
killing/death by gunmen 
and/or from community 
tussles that have escalated 
to killings of  people. 

In Enugu, it was 
reported that gunmen 
killed five policemen. 
This is less than 48 hours 
after three policemen were 
murdered by gunmen in 
Enugu, the hoodlums 
struck again at Amodo 
in Enugu South  local 
government area, killing 
five  policemen.

Sources said the 
hoodlums stormed 
the police checkpoint 
at Amodo  with two 
Seinna vehicles and shot 
sporadically for several 
minutes before killing 
the policemen. An eye 
witness said the hoodlums 

Again, blood flows 
in South East

who were armed with 
sophisticated weapons 
had a field day as there 
was no resistance from the 
policemen.

Recalled that gunmen 
had in less than two days 
before then, killed three 
policemen and a popular 
leader of  the vigilante 
group known as Jango. 
They killed the policemen 
along Timber Road, 
Independence Layout 
Enugu and kidnapped a 
woman and her driver.

In Imo, just last 
week, the Imo State 
Police Command 
Police confirmed killing 
of  seven persons in 
Mmahu community in 
Ohaji/Egbema Local 
Government Area of  the 
state in an alleged cult 
related attack.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer, 
Micheal Abattam, gave 
the confirmation in 
a statement issued in 
Owerri. Abattam said 
the attack occurred at 
about 2200 hours, when 
one “Ossy,” led about 
20 armed men with their 
faces masked to Mmahu 
community.

The police spokesman 
said that Ossy and his 
men went to the houses 
of  Charles Mgbarahor, 
Funky Anane, Charity 
Nwachukwu, Edeme 
Okoro, Isaac Ojenya, 
Ndubuisi Nwabusi and 
Junior Ifeyinwoke, shot 
and killed them.

He said, “On receipt 
of  this information 
immediately, the 
Divisional Police Officer 
mobilized his men and 
other patrol teams to 
the area, on arrival at 
the scene, the hoodlums 
have deserted the place, 

leaving seven persons 
dead. “Preliminary 
investigation revealed that 
the killing has elements 
of  cultism. And that 
“Ossy” is an escapee 
from Imo Correctional 
Centre Owerri who is 
reasonably suspected to 
belong to a cult group 
known as “De-Gbam”. 
While the persons killed 
are suspected to belong to 
another cult group known 
as De-Well.”

He disclosed that the 
command has deployed 
additional tactical units to 
the community to support 
the operation of  the 
Egbema Police Division 
and Area Command to 
forestall a reprisal attack.

The Commissioner 
of  Police, Imo State 
Command, CP Rabiu 
Hussaini, while calling for 
calm in the community, 
directed the Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police 
in charge of  the State 
Intelligence Investigation 
Department (SCIID) to 
immediately commence a 
discreet investigation with 
a mandate to fish out the 
perpetrators behind the 
dastardly act.

Abia state is not left out 
of  the killings, as residents 
of  Owaza and Obibor 
communities in Ukwa 
West Local Government 
Area of  Abia State 
deserted their villages 
after gunmen killed two 
soldiers in the area. The 
gunmen after killing the 
soldiers also carted away 
their arms. It was also 
learnt that the gunmen 
burnt the soldiers’ patrol 
vehicles. The soldiers were 
reportedly killed between 
Owaza and Obibor 
communities respectively.

It was gathered that 

the incident forced most 
residents and indigenes 
of  the two communities 
to leave to avoid possible 
reprisal by the military.

A military source, who 
did not want to be named, 
confirmed the death of 
the soldiers. The source 
disclosed the soldiers were 
killed around 4am at their 
duty posts. “Investigation 
into the matter is ongoing. 
The members of  the 
communities that are 
leaving their villages do 
not have any need to do so 
because we are not going 
after innocent civilians 
who are going about their 
businesses. “The people 
who committed the act 
are no longer there. So, 
what’s the need arresting 
innocent people? “We have 
commenced investigation 
and will soon get to the 
roots of  the matter,” the 
military source said.

The governor of  the 
state, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu, 
who called for calm in 
the affected communities, 
expressed grave concerns 
about the reported attacks 
in Owaza by soldiers of 
the Nigerian Army 14 
Brigade.

Ebonyi has received its 
share of  the killings as it 
was reported that suspected 
herdsmen killed three men 
in Ebonyi state. The tragedy 
happened in Amaeze, 
Ishiagu community, Ivo 
Local Government Area 
of  Ebonyi State. It was 
gathered that the victims 
were attacked and killed 
on a farmland at the 
border between Amaeze 
and Lokpa community on 
Sunday evening, January 
9, 2022.

One of  the victims 
has been identified as 
Comrade Anthony Orji, 

the Emeritus President 
of  Federated Union 
Of  Amaeze Graduates 
and Undergraduates 
(FUAGU). Mr. Monday 
Okorie, chairman of 
Amaeze Community 
Development Union, 
confirmed the incident 
to newsmen in Abakiliki. 
Okorie said women who 
went to the farm and 
discovered the bodies of 
the deceased broke the 
news about the gruesome 
murder of  the indigenes. 
Okorie said that two of 
the deceased were from 
Amaeze while the third 
victim was an indigene 
of  Ihietutu community 
resident in Amaeze.

A top police officer 
serving at the Ivo Division 
of  the Nigeria Police, who 
doesn’t want his name 
on print, confirmed the 
incident to newsmen. 

“We got a distress 
call from the chairman 
of  Amaeze community 
about the discovery of 
three fresh dead bodies 
at farmland at a border 
between Amaeze and 
Lokpa community,” the 
officer stated.

In Anambra, suspected 
gunmen killed three 
persons at Nnobi in Idemili 
South local government 
area of  Anambra State. 
Anambra may not have 
gotten greater percent 
of  killings caused by 
gunmen attack but it had 
several deaths caused by 
accidents. The Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC) 
in Anambra State had said 
that it recorded 23 deaths 
from 33 road crashes 
between December 17, 
2021 and January 15. 
This was according to 
the Sector Commander, 
Adeoye Irelewuyi.

Cover

…7 killed in Imo, 2 soldiers died in Abia,  3 killed in Ebonyi, 3 died in 
Anambra, 5 policemen murdered in  Enugu
By Chigozie Uzosike 
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Special Report

A 
former Enugu State 
Commissioner for 
Local Government 

Matters, Chief  Okey Ani, has 
appealed to elder statesmen 
and party stalwarts in the 
state to stop over pressurizing 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
to produce his successor in 
2023.

Ani, who is also a 
Chieftain of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
gave the warning while 
speaking with newsmen in 
Enugu on Sunday.

He said that Ugwuanyi, 
as the leader of  the party and 
Enugu State, must be given 
the liberty to use his wisdom, 
wide consultation, and 
engagement of  stakeholders 
and due process to produce 
his successor.

“The idea of  respected 
elder statesmen and political 
stalwarts in the state to 
out rightly telling Gov. 
Ugwuanyi which council 
area or even possible the 
person to appoint as his 
successor is uncalled for and 
not in the overall interest of  
the state.

“Ugwuanyi remains our 
leader in PDP and in the state 
and should be accorded that 
respect as our leader, given 
the liberty and latitude to 
chose a person with integrity, 
sound mind and wisdom to 
hand over power to.

“In the history of  the state, 
previous governors have been 
given the liberty and chance 
to choose and present their 
successors. Why is it difficult 
in Ugwuanyi’s turn or they 
scornfully look at him with 
the negative stereotype of  
‘that Nwa-Nsukka’?

“Statesmen and elder 
political stalwarts should 
desist in heating up the state’s 
polity unnecessary; they 
should stop these newspaper/
press engagements. I am sure 
that Ugwuanyi by his nature is 
open to engage with them one-
on-one if  they approach him.

“Statesmen and party 
elders should behave as 
elders by seeing, hearing 
and acknowledging more 
but speaking very little with 
restraint and wisdom,” he 
said.

Ani, who is the 
Coordinating Chairman 
of  Nsukka Zonal United 
Forum, also urged statesmen 
and elders not to take 

Enugu 2023: Don’t pressurize Ugwuanyi to 
produce successor – Ex-Commissioner

Ugwuanyi meek and humble 
nature as a weakness or 
someone who is clueless on 
issues of  governance and 
political calculations.

The former commissioner 
noted that notwithstanding 
every human have 
weaknesses and shortfalls; 
Ugwuanyi had brought in 
and produced some unique 
and distinctive style of  
governance.

Ani noted that Ugwuanyi 
peaceful nature had been 
contagious in the state, 
bringing unprecedented 
peace at all levels in the state 
be it politically, socially, 
economy, at council, 
community levels and 
even wading in into family 
disputes.

“The former 
administration of  Gov. 
Sullivan Chime, which I 
served, did much for peace 
to reign in the state; but 
Ugwuanyi has deepened 
the peace in the state in any 
ramification you look at it; 
thus, making the state the 
most peaceful state in the 
country.

“This is why people 
are troop in and in their 
numbers to come and live, 
school and relax in the state. 
The noticeable increase in 
number of  residents is daily 
in the growing road traffic 
and population in all nooks 
and crannies of  the state.

“Another is that Ugwuanyi 
through his humble nature 
has demystified governance. 
He has made governance 
simple, open and to the 
reach of  all. A governor 
that is receptive and open to 
all strata and shade of  the 
residents.

“Little wonder he relates 
to everyone both artisans, 
vulcanizers and others; while 
many people have direct 
access to him and he picks 
their calls and shows keen 
interest and attention to their 
matters.

“Today, every type 
and shade of  unions and 
associations have access to 
the governor and often times 
the unions’ members march 
direct and with direct access 
to the government house 
to express their grievances 
on any matter and solution 
found after seeing the 
governor,” he said.

He noted that apart from 
his two qualities emanating 

From Chuma Austin, Enugu from his personal nature, 
Ugwuanyi has done well 
in opening up and building 
hundreds of  rural access 
roads than any other 
governor in the country 
presently.

According to him, these 
rural access roads have helped 
in evacuating farm produce, 
improved rural economy 
and made communities at 
the hinterlands host sign-
posts of  their names; thus, 
answering their names 
instead of  answering generic 
(popular) names of  areas 
they are located.

Ani said that Ugwuanyi 
administration had made 
outstanding legacy on health 
provision and delivery in the 
state, adding that the state’s 
Primary Healthcare Centres 
(PHCs) are scattered in 
every community especially 
at rural communities in the 
hinterland.

“Before this administra-
tion, one has to travel from 
communities in the Uzo 
Uwani council area to Nsuk-
ka to access a PHC with 
maternity facilities for child 
delivery. But today, PHCs 
with capacity to offer such 
services are scattered within 
every community and it only 
takes a few minutes to access 
healthcare.

“These PHC centres also 
offer vital services to the 
residents especially the rural 
dwellers, which included 
immunization services, 
treatment of  ailments and 
referral services among 
others,” he added.

The former commissioner 
said that Ugwuanyi had 
managed the scarce resources 
of  the state prudently, adding 
that he had judiciously 
handled issues of  award of  
contracts, project funding 
and payment of  counterpart 
funds for joint funded 
projects  with transparency 
and due process.

“Notwithstanding, the 
difficult times created by 
recession, inflation and 
COVID-19 economic lock 
down as well as then oil 
price downturn, Ugwuanyi 
have continued to manage 
the state’s financial resources 
very well, borrowed no 
money for recurrent 
expenditure, fulfilled the 
state’s financial obligations 
and lots more.

“Ensure that the state 

workers get ‘alert’ of  their 
monthly salaries every 25th 
of  each month and regularly 
pay pension and gratuity 
to retired civil servants as 
much as the scarce financial 
resources of  the state can 
carry,” Ani, who is also the 
National Chairman of  Igbo-
Etiti United Forum, said.

He also called on 
prominent politicians from 
the Enugu North Senatorial 
Zone, including former 
Gov. Okwesilieze Nwodo, 
Sen Ayogu Eze, Chief  Nnia 
Nwodo and others to rise 

in defense of  an illustrious 
son of  the zone, who have 
changed the narrative and 
style of  governance for the 
better in Enugu State.

“Ugwuanyi, to say the 
least, deserves the support 
of  everyone in the state 
especially elder statesmen 
and political stakeholders for 
him to intelligently present 
another people-friendly, 
people-focused and a person 
with a nature full of  milk of  
human kindness like him, as 
our next governor,” he added

Ugwuanyi

Monday 14 - Tuesday 15, February, 2022   



News

News Echo                                                                           Page 12

2023: EDON pledges 
economic revolution

Robbers shoot trader, 
snatch N1.5m

T
he Chairman of  Ebem Ohafia 
Development Union (EODU), 
Umuahia branch, Mr. Ebere 

Okoro is now receiving treatment in an 
undisclosed hospital after he was shot by 
suspected armed robbers.

He was shot on the leg by the 
suspected robbers along Osaa road, 
Umuahia on Friday while heading to a 
local market to purchase drums of  palm 
oil which he traded in.

During the attack N1 million  which 
he was traveling with, was reportedly 
snatched from him while his co-trader 
, Mr. Eze Chinenye was also robbed of  
N500,000 by the robbers.

It was gathered that the palm oil 
traders were in a tricycle, heading to the 
oil market on the fateful day, when a group 
of  suspected armed robbers overtook the 
tricycle and ordered them to surrender all 
money in their possession.

It was also  gathered that robbers 
operating with Toyota corolla car, shot the 
EODU Umuahia branch Chairman, Ebere 
Okoro on the leg, collected the money 
belonging to the traders before escaping.

Confirming the attack, one of  the 
robbery victims, Mr. Eze  Chinenye said  
he was still in shock on how the robbers 
traced them to scene or how they knew 
about the money they were carrying.

On why they carried the money in cash, 
instead of  using online money transfer, 
Mr. Chinenye said their business partners 
preferred receiving payments in cash, and 
not through online transfer.

The Chairman of  Ebem Ohafia 
Development Union, Umuahia branch, 
Mr. Ebere is still receiving intensive care 
and is yet to speak on his experience but a 
member of  Ebem Ohafia who spoke under 
anonymity confirmed the development, 
adding that the community was in shock.

The Ebem Ohafia indigene thanked God 
for sparing the life of  their leader and said the 
incident would be reported to the Police.

AFAN charges 
members on 
devotion

A
nambra State Chapter of  the All 
Farmers Association of  Nigeria 
(AFAN) has inaugurated a 

seventeen-man executive to pilot its affairs.
The seventeen-man executive has Mr. 

Felix Okelue as Chairman, Mr. Emmanuel 
Edumani Vice Chairman, Elder Ephraim 
Anonnachukwu Secretary, Reverend 
Sister Mary Aboekwe Assistant Secretary 
and Stephen Nduaguba Treasurer.

Inaugurating the Executive, in Awka, 
on Thursday, the National Secretary 
of  All Farmers Association, of  Nigeria 
Alhaji Yunusa Halidu, said the federal 
government has good plans for Nigerian 
farmers, because of  the important role 
they play in the country just as he urged 
the State All Farmers Association of  
Nigeria to remain focused.

South-East representative of  the 
association, Chief  Obi Nwokwu urged the 
farmers to group themselves into clusters 
and register with the association to have 
one voice that will address their problems 
before appropriate authority with a view 
to solving all issues for the growth of  the 
state farmers.

Responding State Chairman, Mr. 
Felix Okelue said that the inauguration 
is apt as the new executive will continue 
to champion the course and vision of  the 
federal government down to the States 
and local government areas in the country.

The All Farmers Association of  
Nigeria is an umbrella body of  all the fifty-
six recognized commodity associations 
with branches and structures in all the 
thirty-six States of  the federation.

A 
Chieftain of  the 
All Progressives 
Congress and  

governorship aspirant 
in Ebonyi, Dr. Edward 
Nkwegu (EDON), has 
promised to embark on 
aggressive economic 
revolution if  elected as 
the Chief  Servant of  the 
state come 2023 election.

Nkwegu, the Ebonyi 
State Chairman of  
the Special Public 
Works made the pledge 
while interacting with 
journalists in Abakaliki.

Nkwegu, who is 
also an industrialist and 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
EDON Nigeria Limited, 
insisted on bringing a 
rapid industrialization in 
Ebonyi, if  he emerges the 
state governor in 2023.

He described 
industrialization as the 
catalyst for economic 
revolution in the society 
and maintained that if  
his aspiration comes up 
successfully, he would 
embark on a sustainable 
and all inclusive wealth 
creation in the state.

His words: “If  I’m 
employed as the Chief  
Servant of  Ebonyi 

State, through the Grace 
of  God, I hope to do 
what I called economic 
revolution. The 
catalyst for economic 
revolution, first, will be 
rapid industrialization. 
I will create micro, 
small and medium size 
enterprises. Micro, 
small and medium size 
enterprises have always 

been the engine rooms 
for economic revolution 
and greatest employers 
of  labour in  the society.

“I believe, the 
sustainable and all 
inclusive wealth 
creation, is what we need 
in the state now. I will 
create job, job and jobs, 
if  by the Grace of  God I 
become the Governor of  

Ebonyi State.”
The governorship 

hopeful equally unveiled 
his plans to introduce 
what he described as 
access, quality and 
relevance in educational 
sector, thereby ensuring 
a robust enrollment and 
curricular reformation 
in the institutions of  
learning in the state.

“It’s one of  my social 
agenda, to do that, 
first with education. 
Education is the bedrock 
of  today and tomorrow’s 
society. For you to 
reform development in 
the society, you must 
ensure that you have 
what is called access, 
quality and relevance in 
our educational sector.

By David Eze,
Abakaliki

A valedictory Executive Council session held in honor of the late former Commissioner for Housing 
and Urban Development, late Engineer Uchechi Wendy Okah.

UBEC trains primary school teachers on effective teaching

T
o sustain quality 
and basic 
e d u c a t i o n  ,

the Universal Basic 
Education Commission 
(UBEC), has organized 
a five- day academic 
workshop to train primary 
school teachers across 
the 27 local government 
areas of  Imo State with 
21st century teaching 
strategies to enable 
teachers teach pupils 
effectively in order to 
improve their knowledge 
to become better persons 
in the future. 

The cluster program, 
tagged Primary School 
Teachers Own School 
Based Training”, took 
place in 60 centres with 
some selected teachers 
being trained by lecturers 
from Alvan Ikoku Federal 
College of  Education 
(AIFCE) and Imo State 
University (IMSU) 
Owerri.

Speaking, the 
Executive Chairman 
of  Imo State Universal 
Basic Education Board 
(IMSUBEB), Dr. Lady 
Ada Okwuonu, who 

visited one of  the centers 
in Owerri on Thursday, 
noted that the cluster 
program, sponsored 
through grants by Federal 
Government, was geared 
to sharpen the academic 
knowledge of  teachers 
on modern teaching 
techniques as to teach the 
pupils qualitatively.

According to the 
IMSUBEB Chairman, 
“we train the teachers on 
effective teaching skills to 
be confident in training 
our children. And those 
from institutions of  
higher learning, who 
have something to do 
with education, are 

the ones training the 
teachers. They are given 
new curriculum. They do 
not teach anyhow, they 
are given certain areas of  
education they will handle 
with these teachers. 
The trainers will tell the 
trainees about these new 
curricula because we 
cannot continue using 
mundane curriculum. 
Things are going ICT and 
these teachers must be 
ICT compliant to be able 
to teach pulps who will 
also be ICT literate”.

She said UBEC sent 
supervisors to monitor 
the workshop to ensure 
full compliance and 

efficiency by trainers 
and trainees, stating that 
education is key to society 
growth and should not be 
taken for granted, saying 
IMSUBEB environment 
is now roundly modified.

Okwuonu, who 
charged the trainees to 
be thorough in acquiring 
new basic techniques to 
be able to help learners 
improve academically, 
posited that Imo State is 
advancing educationally 
hence investment by Imo 
State government on 
quality and affordable 
education.

C o m m e n t i n g  ,
Director, Teachers 

D e v e l o p m e n t  ,
IMSUBEB, Anoruo 
Chinyere, disclosed that 
more than 300 schools 
with 60 centers benefited 
from the UBEC cluster 
program, saying the 
program is the second 
phase having started 
last year. “We expected 
that there will be 
improvement in teaching 
learners by using local 
instrumental materials in 
their localities. More than 
600 teachers in Imo have 
been trained on ICT and 
the master trainers should 
go and teach others. 
That is the essence of  the 
training”.

E x p r e s s i n  g
satisfaction on the 
cluster program, some 
of  the trainees, Mrs. 
Onyegbule Joy from 
Ikenegbu Primary School 
Owerri and Enwereuzo 
Chinwe, from Aladimma 
Housing Estate Primary 
School, Owerri, said they 
have learnt basic lessen 
knowledge that will help 
them to effectively teach 
their pupils in classroom, 
calling on government to 
make the cluster training 
available to all teachers in 
the country.

Gunmen kill 3 policemen, kidnap woman, driver

F
resh fear has gripped 
many residents of  
Enugu metropolis 

as unknown gunmen 
on Thursday stormed a 
police checkpoint in the 
Independent Layout of  
the Enugu Capital, killing 
three policemen on the spot 

A source who 
confirmed the attack said 
it happened at about 12 

noon near the popular 
Cashew Bus Stop, close to 
Timber junction in Enugu 
metropolis.

The policemen were 
reported to be “On stop 
and search” when the 
hoodlums opened fire 
killing three of  them.

It was learnt that there 
was sparodic shootings 
during which a trycyclist 
was reportedly to have 
sustained gunshot wound.

The gunmen were said 

to have also kidnapped a 
woman and her driver who 
ran into the hoodlums.

The State Police Public 
Relations Officer, Daniel 
Ndukwe who confirmed 
the incident said 
“Information surrounding 
the incident is still sketchy.

”Meanwhile, manhunt 
of  the hoodlums have 
been initiated. Further 
development will be 
communicated, please”, 
he stated.

By Ikenna Orioha

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 
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Enforcing market hygiene 
through collective 
responsibilities

C
leanliness, they say 
is next to godliness. 
The market place is an 

important part of  a community 
all over the world. It could be 
an open square or a place in 
a commercial location where 
buying and selling takes place.

Wikipedia defines market place 
or market as a location where 
people regularly gather for the 
purchase and sale of  provisions, 
livestock, and other goods.

By and large, it occupies 
an important part of  any 
community as it is a warehouse 
for goods,food items, household 
commodities and other 
materials.

However, some markets 
operate daily and are said to be 
permanent markets while others 
are held once a week or on less 
frequent specified days such as 
festival days and are said to be 
periodic markets. 

The form that a market 
adopts depend on its locality, 
population, culture, and 
geographic conditions. The 
term market covers many types 
of  trading, as market squares, 
market halls, food halls and 
their different varieties. Due 
to this, marketplaces can be 
situated both outdoors and 
indoors, even, so many markets 
have emerged online these days, 
hence the need to ensure and 
enforce sanity and cleanliness 
at all times. Market places 
are key places and should 
remain clean through the 
collective responsiblities of  all 
stakeholders.

Findings showed that, in a 
bid to enforce environmental 
sanitation at all markets, 
Thursdays of  every week has 
been set aside by some State 
Governments for cleaning of  
market places, this directive 
must not be jettisoned by the 
repulsive attitudes of  some 
people, however, compliance 
is key and must be enforced as 
every stakeholder must take 
responsibility. 

Carrying out an effective 
sanitation across the markets 
have become a serious challenge 
in major cities in Nigeria. 
There are reported cases of  
indiscriminate dumping of  
refuse, littering the major 
roads and blocking drainage 
system, insanitary defecation 
are common practices in some 
major markets.

Experts say, It is not too good 
for the shops and stalls to be 
locked up without all the traders 
joining hands together during 
the hours of  sanitation, only 
to open their shops at the end 
of  the environmental exercise, 
without achieving desired 
results. It is a known fact that, 
the objective of  this exercise 
must be accomplished so that 
efforts of  State Governments 
at ensuring environmental 
cleanliness is not in futility. 

The importance of  good 
environment especially market 
places cannot be overestimated. 
According to some scientists, 
factors that influences the 
growth of  individuals and the 

nation at large, mostly has to do 
with the hygienic environment. 
Unfortunately, various elements 
that make up the environment, 
such as, air, water, land and 
others are being contaminated 
on daily basis.

A polluted environment 
is a health hazard and causes 
several diseases and ailments 
which endanger human chances 
of  survival.

A visit to some market 
places in Abeokuta, Sagamu, 
Ijebu-Ode, Ilaro calls for 
urgent attention in order to 
nip in the bud, acts like illegal 
dumping of  refuse, inadequate 
sanitary facilities, noise, water 
and environmental pollution 
which have constituted major 
environmental hazards. 

To this end, an all 
encompassing system must be 
put in place to ensure corrective 
and preventive measures.

It is a known fact that, the 
rationale behind environmental 
sanitation was tailored 
at reducing to the barest 
minimum the burden of  poor 
environmental hazards as well 
as unhygienic practices that 
could result into spread of  
diseases amongst buyers and 
sellers. 

Experts have advised that 
state of  market places especially 
those that stretch out into roads, 
poses danger of  food poisoning, 
food-borne diseases and loss 
of  lives associated with auto 
crashes.

The sanitary condition of  
these markets is a serious cause 
of  worry as waste dumps could 
be found at different locations, 
polluting the environment 
and making it unhealthy for 
traders and the public. This is 
in addition to absence of  toilet 
facilities, compelling sellers 
and buyers to urinate in open 
and hidden places around the 
market places, which may in 
turn, contaminate fresh foods.

According to World Health 
Organisation (WHO) “unsafe 
food containing harmful 
bacteria, viruses, parasites or 
chemical substances causes 
more than 200 diseases, from 
diarrhea to cancers”.

“Not only that, but also an 
estimated 600 million – almost 
one in 10 people in the world – 
fall ill after eating contaminated 
food. And more startling is the 
disclosure that children under 
five years of  age carry 40 per 
cent of  the foodborne disease 
burden with 125,000 deaths 
yearly around the world”.

WHO also discloses that 
diarrheal is the most common 
illnesses resulting from the 
consumption of  contaminated 
food, causing 550 million people 
to fall ill and 230,000 deaths 
every year.”

“In Nigeria, WHO estimates 
that more than 200,000 people 
die of  food poisoning yearly 
from food-borne pathogens 
(especially Escherichia coli and 
Salmonella). The deaths are 
caused by contaminated foods 
through improper processing, 
preservation and service, it says.

A cross-section of  food 
marketplaces summarised the 
eyesore nature, unkempt, filled 
with abandoned rotten fruits, 
vegetables and other perishable 
items as well as general poor 
sanitary conditions which in 
turn, contaminate fresh foods.

According to the Director 
and Head of  Biotechnology 
Department, Federal Institute 
of  Industrial Research Oshodi 
(FIIRO), Dr Adekunle Lawal 
Kolawole, he said: “It’s very 
obvious that most of  the things in 
our local markets are appalling; 
you need to see the state of  our 
market.”

He added that though 
government had tried within 
its limited capacity to ensure 
environmental sanitation with 
various mwasures only that 
market operators had not lived 
up to expectations.

He added that displaying 
fresh foods on tables which are 
not very clean, containers that 
are not hygienic enough for 
human consumption and on 
floors is very inimical to human 
health.

“Dirty and unkempt fresh 
food market environments tend 
to cause problems in terms of  
health. We consume many of  
these things that are not properly 
packaged, and as a result, people 
fall sick. People suffer from 
diarrhea, dysentery and cholera 
and so on. These are some of  
the impacts on the consumer” 
he said. 

Another sanitation challenge 
in some market places is the 
growing habit of  seeing traders 
selling their wares on the roads 
sides, thereby constituting 
serious hindrance for both 
human and vehicular activities. 
Worst of  all, they usually leave 
their waste unpacked to litter the 
roadsides, showcasing a dirty 
cultural way of  life and also 
reflecting on the government 
environmental negligence.

As a matter of  fact, everyone 
can contribute to markets hygiene 

and to achieve this however, 
there is need for periodic 
cleaning and fumigation of  
markets, this is essential to 
mitigate the transmission of  
germs and spread of  diseases.

Apart from this, the 
enforcement officers should first 
be empowered and saddled with 
the responsibility of  preventing 
and controlling the spread of  
diseases in marketplaces and 
at various communities. Their 
responsibilities include: periodic 
conduct of  routine inspectional 
activities of  food service, 
stalls and shops as well as 
establishment toward assuring 
wholesome sale of  healthy 
food products where they are 
produced or processed.

They must also visit different 
communities, homes, markets, 
to ensure compliance with 
sanitary rules. And conduct 
routine market and shelter 
inspections to ensure adequate, 
safe and healthful ambience 
for sales of  goods for all people 
as well as observe and record 
general conditions of  things.

All stakeholders have major 
roles to play; there is need 
for adequate enlightenment 
campaigns to reset the mindset 
of  the people in the areas of  
cleanliness to stop all these 
unhealthy attitudes. 

To this end, provision of  
potable water, toilets and 
bathrooms, refuse disposal bays 
or incinerators must be provided 
for by government at all levels, 
while open urination and 
defecation which are rampant 
among the people must be 
curtailed as the resultant effect 
on the environment will further 
contributes to environmental 
degradation. 

Furthermore, there is a need 
for an improved supervision of  
markets by well-trained, non-
corrupt officials equipped with 
modern sanitation equipments 
to ensure the world beat 
standard across market places. 

The trending cases of  trading 
on access roads within and 
outside the markets must be 
prohibited as well as the occasion 
where they barricade access 
roads within the market and its 
surroundings thereby leading 
to unnecessary loss of  lives and 
properties during eventuality in 
road traffic mishap.

Succinctly, though efforts of  
government is commendable 
in the construction of  modern 
markets with yellow rooftops 
across the State, this may not 
be enough if  sanitary workers, 
heads of  market places and 

other stakeholders do not put 
in place guidelines that can put 
an end to the unwholesome 
practices at our market places.

To whom much is given, 
more is expected, Local 
Government Authorities must 
take charge as the marketplaces 
are under their purview, they 
must ensure that traders comply 
with sanitation protocols at all 
levels by engaging in aggressive 
campaigns encouraging citizens 
to imbibe good sanitation and 
hygienic practices as well as take 
preventive measures such as 
Keeping the environment clean; 
ensuring the use of  clean and 
safe water; regularly washing 
hands with soap and water. 

In its initiative at controlling 
environmental degradation, that 
could jeopardize the wellbeing 
of  Ogun State residents 
especially at market places, 
the government through its 
Ministry of  Environment began 
a sensitization campaign at 
Kuto market in Abeokuta with 
the aim of  enlightening traders 
on the essence of  a clean market 
and ways to properly dispose 
wastes at designated points in 
order to avoid epidemic.

The Senior Special Adviser 
to Governor Dapo Abiodun 
on Environment, Hon. Faroul 
Akintunde noted that the 
campaign was of  essence to 
ensure a clean and hygienic 
environment. 

’I want to implore our 
traders to maintain 100 percent 
compliance at ensuring a healthy 
and conducive environment. 
Plans are ongoing to enlighten 
market leaders and traders on 
effective new waste disposable 
practices which will allow them 
to dispose their waste properly 
to overcome the challenges that 
come with waste disposable on 
a large scale” he said.

In addition, task force must 
be on top of  situation and 
must not be corrupt, they must 
ensure enforcement of  relevant 
environmental sanitation laws, 
as well as regulations and 
guidelines in all the public 
marketplaces. They must focus 
on the importance of  hygiene 
as one of  the most strategic 
measures to eliminate numerous 
types of  diseases and infections. 
It’s not out of  place to say that 
hygiene is the cornerstone of  
a blissful and healthy life. It is 
known fact that, everyone has a 
role to play in ensuring a clean 
and hygienic market place in 
Ogun State and we must all 
play it collectively for a better 
tomorrow.

By Oluwaseun Boye
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US Ambassador slams hijab 
ban by southern Indian state
A 

US official has voiced 
concerns about the 
controversial banning 

of  the headscarf  at schools and 
colleges in the southern Indian 
state of  Karnataka, prompting 
a strongly worded rebuttal from 
New Delhi.

Rashad Hussain, the 
US ambassador-at-large for 
International Religious Freedom, 
said in a tweet last week that the 
hijab ban would stigmatise and 
marginalise women and girls.

“Religious freedom includes 
the ability to choose one’s 
religious attire,” Hussain 
tweeted.

“The Indian state of  
Karnataka should not determine 
permissibility of  religious 
clothing. Hijab bans in schools 
violate religious freedom and 
stigmatize and marginalize 
women and girls.”

Recently, India’s external 
affairs ministry hit back at what 
it called “motivated comments” 
on its internal issues, adding 
that the case was under judicial 
examination.

“Our constitutional 
framework and mechanisms, 
as well as our democratic ethos 
and polity, are the context in 

which issues are considered 
and resolved. … Motivated 
comments on our internal issues 
are not welcome,” said ministry 
spokesman  Arindam Bagchi.

The dispute erupted last 

month, when a group of  Muslim 
students protested after they were 
barred from entering their college 
because they were wearing hijab 
– a headscarf  that many Muslim 
women wear. Since then several 

other colleges have seen protests 
both for and against the hijab 
ban, with Hindu right-wing 
groups wearing saffron shawls 
holding protests against hijab.

Protests in Ottawa 
swell as US border 
blockades continue

P
rotesters opposed to COVID-19 
vaccine mandates and other 
restrictions have withdrawn their 

vehicles from a key US-Canada border 
bridge, though access remained blocked, 
while other demonstrations continued in 
cities across Canada.

The tense standoff  at the Ambassador 
Bridge linking Detroit in the United States 
with Windsor, Ontario, eased somewhat 
early on Saturday when Canadian police 
persuaded demonstrators to move the 
trucks they had used to barricade the 
entrance to the busy international crossing.

But protesters reconvened nearby 
to choke off  access from the Canadian 
side late on Saturday, snarling traffic 
and commerce for a sixth day – about 
180 remained late Saturday in the sub-
freezing cold.

In the capital, Ottawa, police said 
they were awaiting more officers before 
ending what they described as an illegal 
occupation.

The ranks of  protesters swelled 
to what police estimated was 4,000 
demonstrators. The city has seen that on 
past weekends, and loud music played as 
people milled about downtown where 
anti-vaccine demonstrators have been 
encamped since late January.

The protests have reverberated outside 
the country, with similarly inspired 
convoys in France, New Zealand and the 
Netherlands. In the US, the Department 
of  Homeland Security warned that truck 
convoys may be in the works there.

Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson declared 
a state of  emergency last week for 
the capital, where hundreds of  trucks 
remained in front of  the Parliament 
Buildings and demonstrators have set 
up portable toilets outside the prime 
minister’s office where Justin Trudeau’s 
motorcade usually parks.

Turkmenistan to hold early 
presidential election on March 12
T

urkmenistan will hold an 
early presidential election 
on March 12, a Central 

Election Commission official 
said after President Kurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov hinted he 
planned to resign.

“The president … gave us 
an instruction to prepare for 
early presidential elections on 
March 12,” a spokesman for the 
election commission, Bezergen 
Garrayev, told the AFP news 
agency by telephone.

Berdymukhamedov has 
run the gas-rich Central Asian 
nation since 2006 with sweeping 
powers and no effective 
opposition. His 40-year-old son 
Serdar, a deputy prime minister, 
is seen as the likely successor.

The 64-year-old leader, 
whose current term was set to 
end in 2024, is also the prime 
minister of  the former Soviet 
republic and speaker of  the 
upper house of  parliament.

In his strongest hint yet that 
he wants to resign, the country’s 
leader said late on Friday that 
he reached “a difficult decision” 
about his leadership because of 
his age, adding that the country 
needed “young leaders”.

“The road to governance at 
this new stage in the development 
of  our country should be given 
to young leaders who have 
been brought up in a spiritual 
environment and in accordance 
with the high requirements of 
our time,” Berdymukhamedov 
said, in quotes relayed by the 
state information agency.

Berdymukhamedov offered 
no timeframe for stepping down 
but said he wished to remain in 
politics in his role as chairman 
of  parliament’s upper chamber.

A series of  promotions 
given to Serdar – who has 
served as a diplomat, member 
of  parliament, minister and a 
provincial governor – has also 
prompted speculation that the 
president was grooming him as 
his successor.

Known as a fan of  local 
Alabai dogs and Akhal-Teke 
horses to which he has dedicated 
state holidays and erected 
monuments, Berdymukhamedov 
is commonly referred to as 
Arkadag (Protector) by the 
media in the former Soviet 
republic which borders 
Afghanistan and exports gas to 
China and Russia.

US-based democracy 
research group Freedom House 
regularly places the gas-rich 
country alongside North Korea 
as one of  the most politically 
closed countries in the world, 
with little known about how 
the regime makes day-to-day 
decisions.

A near-total control of 
information in the country has 
meant even the most obvious 
shortcomings of  the state 
cannot be discussed publicly. 
Reporters Without Borders 
ranked in 2019 Turkmenistan as 
the most dangerous country in 
the world for journalists to do 
their job.

Berdymukhamedov, who 
took power after his predecessor 
Saparmurat Niyazov died 
in 2006, heads a state where 
corruption is systemic, and 
the legal code is subject to the 
shifting day-to-day whims of 
the president.

Chronic mismanagement 
has meant that, despite having 
some of  the largest natural 
gas reserves in the world, the 
country’s estimated five million 
residents face rampant inflation 
and a faltering economy.

Israeli officer to 
be stationed in 
Bahrain confirmed

B
ahrain has confirmed that an 
Israeli naval officer will be 
stationed in the Gulf  state, the first 

time an Israeli military officer is being 
posted to an Arab country.

In a recent statement, the Bahraini 
Foreign Ministry said the appointment 
of  the Israeli officer is related to an 
international coalition “to secure the 
freedom of  navigation in the region”.

Recently, media reports said an 
Israeli officer had been appointed in 
Bahrain to serve as a liaison officer for 
the US Fifth Fleet.

“What has been circulated in some 
foreign media about the appointment of  
an Israeli officer is part of  arrangements 
related to an international coalition that 
includes more than 34 countries,” said the 
statement cited by the state news agency.

It said the coalition seeks to “secure 
freedom of  navigation in territorial 
waters, protect international trade, and 
confront acts of  piracy and terrorism in 
the region”.

Gulf  countries, including Bahrain, 
often accuse Iran of  threatening the 
security of  maritime navigation in the 
region. Tehran denies the accusations.

The ministry stopped short of  giving 
more details about the coalition and the 
role of  the Israeli officer.

However, local and Israeli media said 
the officer will be stationed in Manama 
permanently in the coming weeks citing 
an agreement reached during Israeli 
Defence Minister Benny Gantz’s visit to 
the kingdom earlier this month.

Bahrain is among the four Arab 
countries along with the United Arab 
Emirates, Sudan, and Morocco that signed 
US-sponsored agreements to normalise 
their relations with Israel in 2020. Russia-Ukraine crisis: Biden-Putin talks yield no breakthrough

R
ussian President 
Vladimir Putin and 
US President Joe 

Biden have spoken about 
Russia’s military build-up, 

but the one-hour call ended 
without a breakthrough. The 
White House has insisted 
that Moscow faces “swift 
and severe costs” if  it pushes 

ahead with aggression, while 
the Kremlin has denounced 
the United States’s “peak 
hysteria” surrounding the 
Ukraine conflict.

“If  Russia undertakes a 
further invasion of  Ukraine, 
the United States together 
with our Allies and partners 
will respond decisively and 
impose swift and severe 
costs on Russia,” Biden told 
Putin, according to a White 
House press release.

While the US was 
prepared to engage in 
diplomacy, “we are 
equally prepared for other 
scenarios”, Biden said, as 
the two nations stare down 
one of  the gravest crises in 
East-West relations since the 
Cold War.

The Kremlin said Putin 
told Biden Washington has 
failed to take Russia’s main 
concerns into account, and it 
had received no “substantial 
answer” on critical elements, 
including NATO’s expansion 
and the deployment of 
offensive forces to Ukraine.

Washington and its allies 
have warned that the Russian 
military, which has 100,000 
troops massed near Ukraine, 
could invade at any moment.

Putin has slammed 
Western claims of  an 
imminent military threat, 
calling the idea “provocative 
speculation” that could 
lead to a conflict in the ex-
Soviet country, according 
to a Russian readout of  a 
call with French President 
Emmanuel Macron.

Protesters
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Cr   me Watch
he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has detained an Indian 
businessman, Vyapak 
N u t a l  o v e r  t h e  
importation of  prohibited 
drugs.

Nutal was taken into 
custody for interrogation 
over 134,700 bottles of  
codeine syrup smuggled 
into Nigeria through Niger 
Republic.

The agency said the 
s u s p e c t  l o a d e d  t h e  

here was panic in TAkalovo, Emekuku, 
Owerri North Local 

Government Area of  Imo 
S t a t e  o n  S u n d a y  a s 
residents woke up to the 
corpse of  a young man 

 hotelier identified 

Aas Noble Iteme has 
been arrested for 

allegedly killing his security 
guard, in Abraka, Ethiope 
East Council Area of  Delta 
State.

I teme i s  the  ch ie f  
executive officer of  Noble 
Ocean Hotel, Abraka.

It was gathered that the 
suspect was assisted by 
some others in clubbing the 
victim, Godstime Sunday, 
to a pulp, leading to his 
eventual death.

According to reports, 
the security guard, 31, was 
beaten for being absent 
when some armed robbers 
allegedly invaded the hotel, 
creating suspicion that he 
might be in the know.

The suspect reportedly 
questioned the security 
g u a r d  a b o u t  h i s 
whereabouts when the 
robbers allegedly stormed 
the hotel.

He then ordered that he 
be beaten up, perhaps to 

confess,  when he was 
unable to give a genuine 
reason for his absence.

Upon noticing that the 
security guard was bleeding 
profusely, the suspect, on a 
second thought, contacted 
the police for the guard's 
arrest.

Sources further said 
that the security guard was 
already gasping for breath 
from blood loss before the 
arrival of  the police and 
consequently died.

Rather than arresting 
the deceased, the police 
operatives who arrived the 
scene, arrested the hotelier 
for alleged murder.

T h e  Po l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
Delta Police Command, 
D S P  B r i g h t  E d a f e , 
confirmed the incident.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
deceased died of  machete 
wounds which he sustained 
in the head while he was 
being clubbed.

“He was accused of  

stealing handsets in the 
hotel. While they were 
trying to make him confess, 
he was beaten to a pulp with 
machete cuts on his head. 
He died in the hospital.

“The hotel owner was 
arrested on the strength of  
his being the one that 
initiated the attack on the 
boy.

“The hotel owner is 
presently at the State CID 
in Asaba,” he noted.

reportedly slaughtered on 
Saturday night in what 
looked like a cult war.

The gory sight of  the 
young man lying lifeless at 
the time of  filing this report 
caused residents to run for 

safety, with many believing 
it was an initiation attempt 
as the area is said to be a den 
of  cultists who operate 
without hindrance.

A resident, Chinazo 
Ilechukwu while speaking 

to journalists said, “The 
young man lying lifeless 
was slaughtered last night 
a t  Aka lovo  Emekuku 
Owerri in what looked like 
a cult war.

“The police division at 
Toronto Uratta has been 
allegedly contacted but 
they are yet to respond.

“There is panic in the 
community as the area is 

ne  more  dead 

Ob o d y  w a s  o n 
Sunday morning 

recovered from the three-
s t o r e y  b u i l d i n g  t h a t 
collapsed in the Yaba area 
of  Lagos, bringing the total 

casualty figure to four. 
Zonal Coordinator 

South-West,  National 
Emergency Management 
A ge n c y,  M r  I b r a h i m 
Farinloye, confirmed the 
development to newsmen 

on Sunday. 
F a r i n l o y e 

said that out of  
the two survivors 
of  the collapsed 
building,  only 
one of  them was 
actually trapped 
while the second 
p e r s o n ,  a 
teenager, escaped 
by luck after he 
complained of  
hunger. 

He said that 
t h e  b u i l d i n g 
collapsed a few 
minutes after the 
teenager left the 

structure to go and buy 
food.

The NEMA Zonal 
Coordinator added that 
res idents  of  the area 
mobilised resources to 
rescue the only survivor 
from the rubble. 

Farinloye said that the 
o p e r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n 
concluded. 

He said that rescue and 
recovery operation was 
carried out by NEMA, 
Lagos State Emergency 
Management Agency, the 
fire service, and the Police. 

According to reports, a 
three storey building on 
Saturday collapsed at No. 
16, Akanbi Crescent, off  
Adesina Street, Harvey, 
Sabo, Yaba area of  Lagos, 
trapping five persons. 

said to be a den of  cultists 
w h o  o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t 
hindrance.

At the scene of  the 
i n c i d e n t  o n  S u n d a y 
morning, residents were 
seen scampering for safety.

T h e y  c h a r g e d  t h e 
government and security 
a g e n c i e s  t o  p r o v i d e 
adequate security to enable 
Nigerians go about their 

daily activities without fear.
While many residents 

insist that cultists were 
behind the killing, the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, Michael Abattam 
when informed thanked 
journalists assuring that he 
would  a le r t  the  DPO 
immediately.

heading to the United 
States, United Kingdom, 
Australia, Dubai and 
Madagascar were seized at 
th ree  major  cour ie r  
companies in Lagos.

In Gombe, 31,000 
capsules of  tramadol were 
recovered from a truck 
t h a t  l e f t  O n i t s h a ,  
Anambra, for Mubi in 
Adamawa.

The owner, Ibrahim 
Tukur Bage, was arrested 
l a s t  F r i d a y  w h i l e  
attempting to escape.

consignment into trucks in 
Cotonou, Benin Republic.

While in Sokoto, 
intelligence revealed that 
Nutal began to look for 
buyers. The Department 
of  State Services (DSS) 
arrested and handed him 
over to the NDLEA.

 At the Lagos airport 
also, operatives arrested 
o n e  F e l i x  R o t i m i  
Eshemokhai with 1.75kg 
heroin while trying to 
board Royal Air Maroc to 
Casablanca, Morocco.

In Ogun, Aliu Salami, 
43, was caught with 
143.9kg cannabis at Oke-
Ata, Abeokuta South 
LGA last Wednesday.

In Benue, a fake 
security agent, Dennis 
Emadiong, was arrested at 
an NDLEA checkpoint 
w i t h  2 3 9 g r a m s  o f  
cannabis.

Moving from Akwa 
Ibom to Maiduguri in 
Borno, he also had 10 
rounds of  7.62mm live 
a m m u n i t i o n  i n  h i s  

Another trafficker, 
O k a f o r  E m m a n u e l  
Onuzuruike, was nabbed 
the same day as he was 
a b o u t  t o  t r ave l  o n  
RwandAir to Dubai with 
2.2kg of  cannabis kept in 
foodstuff.

Also seized was 25 
k i l o g r a m s  o f  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  
tramadol, cannabis and 
khat concealed in motor 
parts, MP3 player, speaker 
and fabrics.

T h e  s u b s t a n c e s  

possession.
Stephen Folorunsho, 

heading to Gombe, was 
apprehended along Apir-
Makurdi road with 147 
compressed blocks of  
cannabis (130kg) stuffed 
inside used clothes.

In Adamawa, 22,700 
tablets of  tramadol and 
Exol-5 were seized in 
Numan from two dealers, 
M m a d u a b u c h i b e y a  
Kingsley and Onyeke 
Kenneth, in separate raids 
last Thursday.
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NDLEA nabs Indian man for importing codeine others

Panic in Imo community as cultists allegedly kill man

Hotel CEO allegedly beats security
guard to death

Death toll in Lagos collapsed
building rises to four

The collapsed building



 d e l e g a t i o n  o f  

AEuropean Union 
o f f i c ia l s  a t  the  

weekend in Lagos held a 
meeting with members of  the 
E u r o p e a n  B u s i n e s s  
C h a m b e r  N i g e r i a  
(EuroCham) to discuss 
opportunities and challenges 
of  doing business in the 
country.

T h e  r o u n d t a b l e  
discussion was held ahead of  
a meeting between the EU 
Commission Vice President, 
Margrethe Vestager, and top 
N i g e r i a n  g ove r n m e n t  
officials in Abuja this week.

EuroCham is a business 
group uniting the main 
European investors and 
corporate organisations in 
Nigeria. It was launched at 
the EU-Nigeria Business 
Forum in October 2018 by 
the EU ambassador.

“The meeting gave us 
the opportunity again to 
underline the fact that trade 
and investment are very 
much on top of  our priorities, 
and they are also key 
priorities in the partnership 
between the European 
Union and Nigeria,” said 
Samuela Isopi, the EU 
Ambassador in Nigeria.

“The European Union 
as a bloc is already Nigeria's 
largest trading partner and 
also the European Union is a 
very important investor in 
Nigeria. We have European 
companies that have been 
here for a long time, that 
contribute to creating jobs 
and  to  the  economic  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
country.”

E u r o p e a n - o w n e d  

Nigeria, and we have several 
European countries who are 
now implanted in Nigeria. So, 
a year or two ago they were 
only exporting to this country 
and now they are setting up 
factories to produce dairy 
products that are actually 
Nigerian.

“So, if  you look on social 
media you will see European 
companies like Arla, Danone, 
Friesland Campagna who are 
setting up factories here to 
actually develop the sectors in 

inancial and economic Fexperts have expressed 
concer ns  over  the 

Inter nat ional  Monetar y 
Fund ' s  deb t  se r v ice - to -
revenue ratio projection for 
Nigeria. 

T h e  I M F  h a d  l a s t 
Monday  p red ic t ed  tha t 
Nigeria's debt service-to-
revenue ratio would jump to 
92 per cent in 2022 from 76 
per cent in 2021. 

The experts, who spoke 
to our correspondent in 
separate interviews, said such 
a percentage would plunge the 
country into huge debts, 
deepen the poverty rate and 
worsen the infrastructural 
deficit. 

A  d e v e l o p m e n t 
economist, Aliyu Ilias, said 
the refusal of  the government 
to remove petrol subsidy 
might significantly increase 
expenditure in the year, 
forcing the government to 
resort to borrowing to close its 
widening fiscal deficit.

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 

consequence will be a larger 
infrastructural deficit; it will 
also deepen poverty, and forex 
will be a problem because we 
will have to go cap in hand to 
borrow again. And when we 
do that, there will be more 
problems. 

“Already the government 
has said that it will borrow 
about N6tn but now that they 
have to retain fuel subsidy 
with a larger cost that wasn't 
captured in the budget, that 
means  expendi ture  wi l l 
increase and so will our fiscal 
deficit. 

“ A l s o ,  c a p i t a l 
expenditure will be the worst 
h i t  i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
continues the way it is going, 
w h i c h  w i l l  m e a n  n o 
infrastructure for Nigeria. All 
the money may be spent on 
recurrent expenditure, which 
will erode development.” 

I l i a s  a d v i s e d  t h e 
government to seek better 
ways to generate revenue such 
as widening its tax net and 
privatising its assets.

A n  e c o n o m i s t  a n d 
professor of  Economics at 
Olabisi Onabanjo University, 
Ogun State, Sheriffdeen Tella, 
said, “The impacts will be 
p o o r  g r o w t h  a n d 
development, because the 
money that should be spent on 
capital and development 
projects will be used for debt 
servicing. 

“A s  s u c h  i t  w i l l  b e 
unlikely that we will meet our 
growth expectations.” 

He, however, argued that 
the government may not have 
to increase its borrowing if  the 
price of  crude oil continues to 
rise as it is the main source of  
government revenue. 

The Managing Director, 
Cowry Asset Management 
Limited, Johnson Chukwu, 
said the projection of  the IMF 
w a s  e x p e c t e d  a s  t h e 
government spent over 70 per 
cent of  its revenue on debt 
servicing as of  November 
2021. 

businesses in Nigeria stretch 
from the oil sector to the non-
o i l  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  
construction, technology, 
food, among others.

Ms Isopi said the EU 
would continue its dialogue 
w i t h  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
government on how to 
reinforce the economic 
partnership between the two 
entities.

“Because development 
is about the private sector, 
a b o u t  d eve l o p i n g  t h e  
economy… when I say 
private sector it's not only to 
attract or help European 
Union companies but also 
create good conditions for 
the Nigerian private sector to 
be able to contribute to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
country,” she added.

The meeting afforded 
members of  EuroCham to 
highlight some of  the 
challenges their businesses 
face in the country.

“These challenges are 
faced by both European and 
Nigerian companies and the 
companies of  any other 
country. So this is part of  our 
dialogue, to see how together 
we can help improve the 
business environment and 
how together we can actually 
deal with these challenges,” 
Ms Isopi said.

J o h n  T a y l o r ,  E U  
Delegation to Nigeria and 
ECOWAS' Head of  Trade 
and Economics Section, said 
as Nigeria's largest trading 
partner, the EU is committed 
to supporting the Nigerian 
government in developing its 
economy.

“When you look at the 

statistics produced by the 
National Bureau of  Statistics 
in Nigeria you don't see that 
because they are collected by 
country,” said Mr Taylor.

“So we have exports 
from Nigeria to Spain, 
Germany,  Netherlands,  
France, when you add up all 
those countries referred to as 
the EU we are actually the 
largest trading partner.”

Nigeria's trade with the 
EU consists essentially of  
crude oil exports to Europe 
and refined oil products back 
to the country.

Mr Taylor said with 
Dangote Refinery beginning 
operation later this year, the 
t rade  vo lume be tween  
Nigeria and the rest of  the 
world, especially the EU, will 
change drastically.

That change could see a 
switch to non-oil trade 
between the two partners.

“When you look at non-
oil trade with Nigeria, you're 
looking at exports from 
Nigeria of  agricultural 
products and we know that 
the Central Bank here has 
played a very strong role in 
trying to develop certain very 
specific sectors like rice 
production in the country,” 
Mr Taylor said.

“The EU is also a major 
exporter of  agricultural 
products, so we need to find 
the right balance between EU 
and Nigeria to enable farmers 
and producers here to grow. 
An example of  where the EU 
is already very active is the 
dairy sector.

“I think only a few years 
ago there was almost no 
production of  dairy goods in 

the country.”
Mr Taylor urged the 

Nigerian government to 
improve the infrastructure in 
the country to enable it to 
attract foreign investors.

“Certainly, if  there is a 
strong will here to improve 
the conditions for doing 
business, the investors of  
course will come in, it's a 
wonderful market here,” he 
said.

“If  you want to have 
investments  here from 

abroad, you also have to look 
a t  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  
environment here. And that 
is something that European 
companies are looking at 
very closely.  We have 
companies here that have 
been here for decades but to 
encourage new investors to 
come here I think you also 
have to address some of  the 
structural problems in the 
country.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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IMF's debt service projection for
Nigeria worrisome – Experts
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he National Assembly, on Thursday, dismissed a threat by the Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of the TFederation, Abubakar Malami (SAN), that he would oppose the Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, if it was 
based on selfish interest. The Chairman of the Senate Committee on Media and Public Affairs, Senator 

Ajibola Basiru, specifically dismissed Malami as a political appointee, who could not speak for the President 
Muhammadu Buhari on institutional matters like the bill. Basiru was reacting to a recent interview granted by 
Malami in which the minister said Buhari would not assent to the reworked bill, if its provisions were considered to 
be of selfish interest. The AGF had hinted that Buhari might withhold assent from the bill, if  it was considered to 
have proposed laws based on personal interests. According to the minister, the bill, which the National Assembly 
transmitted to the Presidency the second time on Monday last week, just got to him on Monday for legal advice. When 
asked if he would advise the President to reject the amended bill if he was not satisfied with the new version, Malami 
said, “Certainly, if I am not satisfied and if I am of the opinion that it is against the public interest, the national 
interest; and then against the dictates of democratic process, I would advise accordingly.

o, I have not taken steps to review the content and context of  what has been 

Spresented for consideration for the President. So, it is premature and pre-

emptive for me at this moment, now to arrive at any conclusion, taking into 

consideration that I have not gone through the document to understand what it 

contains and then analyse the same in accordance with the constitution and the 

prevailing laws.” “Honestly, without going through or reading through, I am not in 

a position to assess whether the bill, indeed, has factored the national and public 

interest, as against selfish interest, among others; whether it is a bill that can stand 

the test of  constitutionality and legality.” “Certainly, if  I am not satisfied and if  I am 

of  the opinion that it is against the public interest, the national interest; and then 

against the dictates of  democratic process, I would advise accordingly.” “But then, 

one thing I can tell you is that we are all interested in leaving behind a legacy of  a 

lasting democracy; a democracy that indeed accommodates the collective interest 

of  the Nigerian state, and eventually advances the national interest, national 

development and deepens the democratic process. “So, with these considerations 

associated with deepening democracy; with the considerations associated with the 

national and public interest, we will certainly do whatever it takes to move 

democracy to the next level.” “And when we are talking of  the public interest, I am 

talking of  the interest of  200 million Nigerians. I will be guided at all times by my 

oath of  office associated with public interest, exclusive of  the sentiments or the 

feelings. Chairman of  the House Committee on Media and Public Affairs, 

Benjamin Kalu also in response said the minister might need to define what he 

meant by 'selfish interest'. According to him, the parliament was guided by national 

interest in the consideration and passage of  the bill.

 cannot be responding to Malami. Let the President talk and we will respond 

I(to Buhari). I represent an institution, which is the National Assembly. We are 

not on the same par. If  the President speaks, then we can respond as an 

institution. “There are three arms of  government: the executive headed by the 

President; the National Assembly (legislature), and the judiciary. I speak on behalf  

of  the Senate, which is an institution, so I can't be responding to an appointee of  

the President; I can't be responding to Malami. We can only respond to 

correspondence from the President and authenticated by him (Buhari); we cannot 

be responding to an appointee of  the President. We are an institution.” “I don't 

know his definition of  'selfish interest', of  course, it is not a tool in making laws for 

the country. But public interest is the instrument used in making laws, not selfish 

interest. And the only way that you can measure public interest is through the steps 

outlined by our laws, one of  which is public hearing or stakeholders' engagement. 

“Another one is consensus or majority opinion of  the parliament on an issue, 

reflective of  the opinion of  the people that they (lawmakers) represent. If  the 

majority of  those in the parliament are for a particular position, it means that those 

who have asked them (lawmakers) to represent them are speaking with one voice. 

That is how you measure public interest.” “If  he, as an appointee of  the President, 

made an observation, until that observation is formalised by the institution that he 

represents, which is the Presidency, we cannot give much attention to it until it 

comes from the institution.” “If  Mr. President finds out that there is an element of  

selfish interest, he will communicate that to us and we will look at it. Not that 

Malami will tell us, the President will communicate directly to us.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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having a difficult moment.

“But bouncing back 
with this kind of  trophy will 
bring his confidence back.

“His goalscoring record 
is unbelievable. Can he 
believe in himself  more? 
Yes. I think this goal will 
help him a lot.

“Is it a turning point? 

Yes, I hope. We all hope for 
that because it is important 
for the club.

“He put himself  under a 
certain amount of  pressure 
by coming back to the club 
where he started.

“It is difficult and you 
come back because you 
want to prove a point, but 
he's winning and I think he's 
going to make it.”

The Ivorian still speaks 
regularly with Lukaku and 
he was encouraged with the 
performance against the 

iverpool boss, Jurgen LKlopp, is confident 
of  not losing Sadio 

Mane.
Speculation in Spain has 

Mane's agents sounding out 
Barcelona and Real Madrid 
after a summer move for the 
AFCON champion.

“It is difficult to improve 
on the level that Sadio is 
a l r e a d y  a t , ”  K l o p p 
explained.

“Lewandowski  was 
born in 1988. So he is 33. 
Then there's Messi at 34 and 
Ronaldo at 37.

“The massive advantage 
of  being in your early-30s 
and mid-30s is that as a 

eicester City star, LAdemola Lookman 
has expressed his 

delight at having the chance 
to represent Nigeria, the 
country of  birth of  his 
parents.

Born in England to 
Nigerian parents, Lookman 
represented the European 
giants at the youth level and 
won the FIFA U-20 World 
Cup in 2017.

B u t  h e  r e m a i n e d 
eligible to play for the Super 
Eagles, having not appeared 
for the Three Lions. On 
We d n e s d a y,  F I FA ' s 
decision to approve his 
r e q u e s t  t o  s w i t c h 
nat iona l i ty  was  made 
public.

The exciting player has 
taken to his Twitter account 
to express his gratitude to 
the many fans who have 
welcomed him with kind 
words.

“ D e l i g h t e d  t o 
announce that FIFA has 
approved my Nationality 
switch. Thank you for the 
warm welcome and I can't 
wait to put on the Super 
Eagles shirt and represent 

the country,” he wrote on 
his official account.

Currently on loan at 
Leicester City from RB 
L e i p z i g ,  L o o k m a n ' s 
addition to the Super Eagles 
is a significant boost to the 
Super Eagles with head 
coach Augustine Eguavoen 
a  k n o w n  a d m i r e r  o f  
exciting wingers.

From out on the flanks, 

Lookman has scored five 
goals and registered three 
assists in 22 games for 
Leicester City this season.

The 24-year-old will 
hope to earn his maiden 
ca l l -up  and  make  h i s 
international debut when 
Nigeria trade tackles with 
Ghana over two legs in a 
World Cup qualifier next 
month.

player you can see things in 
the right way if  you have 
learned throughout your 
career.

“Sadio [who turns 30 in 
April] can use that and 
become an even better 
player than he was two or 
three years before.

“Clubs think differently. 
They look at a player aged 
32, 33 and think, 'We can't 
sell him anymore'.

“But if  they are already 
inside the club then that's 
outstanding because they 
already have experience and 
desire and quality.”

Brazilians before he was 
substituted by Thomas 
Tuchel.

L u k a k u  e n r a g e d 
Chelsea and was forced to 
apologise in an interview 
when he criticised the club 
and Tuchel.

Drogba said: “He took 
his responsibility to talk and 
put a bit more pressure on 
himself  but he delivered 
here, scoring an important 
goal.

“Obviously, every player 
always has something to 

prove and will always want 
to do better but he's there, it 
was a big game, he scored 
the goal to give us the lead 
and I'm happy with this 
performance.

“When we have the time 
to speak, I give him some 
advice, but after that it's his 
career.

“He's in charge of  the 
attacking players, so he has 
to find the ideas and make it 
his own story.”

helsea great, Didier 

CDrogba, is backing 
Romelu Lukaku to 

build on his goal in their 
Club World Cup f inal 
victory against Palmeiras.

Drogba, 43, who won a 
h o s t  o f  m e d a l s  w i t h 
Chelsea, is a close friend 

verton boss, Frank EL a m p a r d ,  i s 
delighted with what 

he's seeing from Alex Iwobi.
Lampard believes Iwobi 

has 'demanded' a place in the 
Everton starting line-up after 
his performance against 
Leeds United.

He also insisted his 
appointment as manager is a 
'restart' for the entire squad 
and says he is 'open minded' 
on picking players.

Iwobi starred on the 
right-flank at Goodison Park 
as Everton ran out 3-0 victors 
over Leeds thanks to goals 
from Seamus Coleman, 
M i c h a e l  K e a n e  a n d 
Anthony Gordon.

Lampard said: “One of  
the beauties of  coming in 
two weeks ago is it's a restart, 
a reboot for everybody.

“I'm open minded to 
players, all of  the squad, and 
what Alex has done is he's 
trained at a great level.

“He's a quiet lad, keeps 
his head down, trains with 
talent, trains with work ethic, 
and the way we changed the 
formation of  the team and 
played with wide-men as we 
did, Alex has just sort of  
demanded a place in the 

team with his performance.
“He just needs to believe 

in himself  and I said it to him 
before the game. I certainly 
believe in him from the 
things I've seen but the work 
ethic side of  his game he 
showed in that role.”

and mentor of  the Belgian 
with the duo having had one 
year together at Stamford 
Bridge in 2011.

Chelsea ambassador 
Drogba, who was in the 
UAE, said: “I hope he 
learned something from me.

“He's a goalscorer, he'd 
done that before and he's 
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Drogba urges Lukaku to build on Club World Cup experience

Super Eagles' star, Iwobi rising up
to Everton's challenges

Transfer window: Liverpool boss,
Klopp confident of Mane's stay

I can't wait to play for Nigeria, says
delighted Lookman

Drogba played alongside Lukaku during the former’s second stint at ChelseaDrogba played alongside Lukaku during the former’s second stint at ChelseaDrogba played alongside Lukaku during the former’s second stint at Chelsea
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in his career: “It was 
against Chelsea in the FA 
Cup.”

Indeed, Aubameyang 
has been one of  the best 
strikers Arsenal have had in 
the Emirates Stadium era 
of  the club, with the former 
Borussia Dortmund star 
scoring 92 goals in all 
competitions for the north 
London side.

Whilst his time with 
the Gunners came to a 
disappointing end, there is 
no doubt that Aubameyang 
will be held in high regard 
b y  m a n y  A r s e n a l 

supporters in the coming 
years, with his seasons with 
the forward key to bringing 
silverware to the Gunners.

There are, of  course, 
many goals Aubameyang 

scored for Arsenal that 
hold much more value in 
terms of  quality compared 
to the one the striker scored 
in the 2020 FA Cup final, 
yet none will ever be as 

important.
T h e  g o a l  s e c u r e d 

European qualification for 
Arsenal and won Arteta's 
his first piece of  silverware, 
and for Aubameyang, it 
etched his name into club 
history.

i e r r e - E m e r i c k PAubameyang has 
named his FA Cup 

winner against Chelsea in 
2020 as the highlight of  his 
career following his exit 
from Arsenal.

S p e a k i n g  t o  F C 
B a r c e l o n a ' s  o f f i c i a l 
YouTube channel after 
signing for the Catalan 
giants, the 32-year-old 
striker revealed that his 
second goal in the 2020 FA 
Cup final at Wembley 
Stadium was the best goal 
and moment of  his career.

Managed by Mikel 

u p e r  E a g l e s 

Sgoalkeeper, Maduka 
Okoye's poor run in 

goal finally came to an end 
after he kept a clean sheet in 
Sparta Rotterdam's 1-0 win 
over Willem II in their 
Eredivisie clash at the 
Sparta Stadion Het Kasteel 
on Sunday afternoon.

Okoye had been under 
intense criticism for his role 
in Nigeria's exit at the 2021 

Africa Cup of  Nations 
while his record in goal has 
been disappointing.

Going into Sunday's 
game, the Nigerian had 
conceded 27 goals in 17 
league games, with no clean 
s h e e t  i n  h i s  l a s t  f ive 
matches.

However, there was a 
respite for him on Sunday 
afternoon as he kept his 
third clean sheet of  the 
season to help Sparta record 
their third league win of  the 

season.
It was a relatively quiet 

evening for the young 
goalkeeper, making no save 
and claiming just one high 
ball as Younes Namli 59th 
minute strike secured the 
win for Henk Fraser's men.

Meanwhile,  in the 
Belgian Jupiler League Paul 
Onuachu scored his 14th 
league goal of  the season as 
Genk beat Standard Liege 
2-0.

Theo Bongonda put 
The Smurfs ahead a minute 
before the break before 
Onuachu added the second 
in the 53rd minute.

Onuachu could have 
added more to his tally but 
he was denied on two 
o c c a s i o n s  b y  t h e 
goalkeeper. The Super 
Eagles striker has now 
scored 16 goals in 30 games 
for Genk this season.

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  h av e 
r e p o r t e d l y 

added Bayer Leverkusen 
striker, Patrik Schick to 
their list of  summer transfer 
targets.

Interim manager, Ralf  
Rangnick has confirmed 
that the Red Devils will 
attempt to sign a new 
n u m b e r  n i n e  i n  t h e 
summer, with Edinson 
Cavani set to leave and 
Cristiano Ronaldo's future 
also uncertain.

Erling Braut Haaland 
and Alexander Isak are 
thought to be two of  the 
club's main targets, while a 
move for Inter Milan's 
Lautaro Martinez has also 
been mooted.

Now, the Daily Mail 
claims that Schick – who 
rose to prominence with 
five goals for the Czech 
Republic at Euro 2020 – is 
also under consideration by 

Old Trafford chiefs.
The 26-year-old has 

e n j o y e d  a  s t e l l a r 
Bundesliga campaign with 
Leverkusen, racking up 18 
goals in as many top-flight 
appearances to sit second in 
the top scorer charts behind 

Robert Lewandowski.
Arsenal, Tottenham 

Hotspur, Manchester City 
a n d  B a r c e l o n a  h a v e 
previously been credited 
with an interest in Schick, 
who recently played down 
talk of  a possible move to 

the Premier League.
The former Roma man 

has registered a total of  31 
goals in 58 games for 
Leverkusen since arriving 
in 2020 and is tied down to 
the Bundesliga side until 
2025.

Arteta, Aubameyang was 
key to Arsenal's run to their 
historic  14th FA Cup 
triumph, with the Gabon 
international scoring all 
four of  the Gunners' goals 
in both the semi-final 
against Manchester City 
and against Chelsea in the 
final.

Despite the striker 
naming Ar teta as  the 
reason behind leaving 
Arsenal, Aubameyang still 
r egards  Arsena l  wi th 
respect, with the attacker 
saying when asked about 
the best goal he has scored 
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hen plunder becomes a Wway of life for a group of 
men in a society, over the 

course of time they create for 
themselves a legal system that 
authorizes it and a moral code that 
glorifies it.” -  Frederic Bastiat

P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i ,  m a y 
navigate this nation to a ditch, if his 
inordinate desperation to determine 
the future of this nation alone is not 
controlled. His obvious pranks and 
poss ible  refusal  to  s ign the 
Electoral Act Amendment 
Bill, in law, the second time 
should be seen as clear case of 
national Red Line Abuse. Nigerians 
should rise against this imminent 
slap.

The authenticated copies of the 
re-amended version of Electoral 
B i l l  2 0 2 2  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly was transmitted to 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
for assent by the Clerk to the 
National Assembly Mr Olatunde 
Amos Ojo on 31st January 2022,

The transmission of the bill 
was in line with the provisions of 
Sec t ion  58  (3 )  o f  the  1999 
Cons t i tu t ion  of  the  Federa l 
Republic of Nigeria and the Acts 
Authentication Act Cap. A2 LFN 
2004.

It could be recalled that 
President Buhari, had withheld 
assent to the first version of the 
Electoral Bill 2021, transmitted to 
him on 19th November 2021, after 
purportedly consulting his attorney 
General and minister for Justice, 
A b u b a k a r  M a l a m i ,  a n d  t h e 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, among others, on the 
bill; citing the cost of conducting 
direct primary elections, security 
c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  p o s s i b l e 
manipulation of electoral processes 
by political actors as part of the 
reasons for his decision.

Following the aforementioned 
conditions given by President 
Buhari, for his assent to the bill, the 
lawmakers went on to rework the 
bill which initially led to the 
emergence of two versions from the 
green and red chambers of the 
assembly.

While the Federal House of 
Assembly, re-amended the bill to 
include the direct and indirect 
primary options, the Senate re-
adjusted to include the direct, 

legislative face-off on the electoral 
amendment bill.

On the other hand, the National 
Assembly Caucus of the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, has also 
called on the President to urgently 
sign the bill into law.

According to the caucus, 
President Buhari will not have any 
reason not to assent to the bill after 
all he wanted had been done and 
sent to him.

The  PDP caucus  i n  t he 
National Assembly spoke last 
Thursday when members of the 
Board of Trustees, BoT, led by the 
Chairman, Senator Walid Jibrin, 
held a meeting with the members in 
Abuja.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly, during its rework 
decided to introduce new clauses 
among which is the one that makes it 
mandatory for appointed political 
office holders who are interested in 
contesting elective positions, to 

country to "return to Egypt."
Therefore,  weighing the 

corresponding reactions from 
various fronts, any further delays by 
Buhari over the amended electoral 
bill may be a deliberate and 
conscious conspiracy by power 
interests in the executive and the 
legislature who are averse to 
positive changes such that the bill 
will impede their continuous 
gimmicks of manipulating the 
electoral process.

President  Buhari  should 
release that, he was a product of a 
sincere and credible election 
conducted by former President 
Goodluck Jonathan in 2015 and as 
such have the burden of giving 
Nigeria a credible, free and fair 
election in 2023 as legacy.

Stemming on the above fact, 
he should sign re-amended version 
of Electoral Bill 2022, into law 
without further delay.

indirect, and consensus modes of 
s e l e c t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ' 
candidates.

However, the lawmakers in the 
t w o  c h a m b e r s  p a s s e d  t h e 
harmonised version of the Electoral 
Act Amendment Bill to Clause 84 of 
the bill and transmitted same 
President Buhari.

The bill included the direct, 
indirect, and consensus primary 
modes of nominating candidates by 
political parties for elections.

According to Clause 84 of the 
recommitted bill, “No political 
appointee at any level shall be a 
voting delegate or be voted for at the 
convention or congress of any 
political party for the purpose of the 
nomination of candidates for any 
election.

“Where a political party fails to 
comply with the provisions of this 
Act in the conduct of its primaries, 
its candidate for election shall not be 
included in the election for the 
particular position in issue.

“ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e 
provisions of this Act or rules of a 
political party, an aspirant, who 
complains that any of the provisions 
of this Act and guidelines of a 
political party have not been 
complied with in the selection or 
nomination of a candidate of a 
political party for election, may 
apply to the Federal High Court for 
redress.

“Nothing in this section shall 
empower the courts to stop the 
holding of primaries or general 
election under this Act, pending the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a  s u i t . ”
But there appears to be a lacuna in 
the new law, which may encourage 
infringements on the inalienable 
rights of citizens to vie for elective 
o f f i c e s .
Though some believe the clause is 
meant to clip the wings of the 
g o v e r n o r s ,  w h o ,  t h r o u g h 
appointments, often control those 
who become automatic delegates 
and determine the outcome of 
congresses.

However, the Inter-Party 
Advisory Council (IPAC) has raised 
the alarm over plans to scuttle the 
signing of the 2022 Electoral Act 
amendment bill.

IPAC, the umbrella body of all 
political parties said it is worried 
over the latest twist in the executive-

resign before doing so, a clause 
w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  a n o t h e r 
controversy over President Buhari's 
expected assent, if some of trusted 
cabinet members could not buy into 
the decision by National Assembly.

However, Abubakar Malami, 
the  Attorney General  of  the 
Federation said last Monday during 
a n  i n t e r v i e w  o n  C h a n n e l s 
Television's 'Politics Today'  that he 
could not yet make any categorical 
statement on the amended bill as a 
copy of it was only sent to him some 
moments before leaving for the 
interview.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in the 
Red Chamber of the National 
Assembly have again vowed to 
enforce their powers and make the 
electoral bill a law if it is not signed 
within the constitutional provisions.

The Senators said far-reaching 
improvements have been made on 
the re-amended electoral bill, 
insisting they can't allow the 
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