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L-R: Governor Dapo Abiodun (Ogun), Governor Nasir El- Rufai (Kaduna), African Development Bank President, Dr. Akinwunmi 
Adesina, Focal leader, Governor Hope Uzodimma (Imo) and Governor Seyi Makinde (Oyo), during the Governors’ meeting with 

Dr. Adesina on the Special Agro-Industrial Processing Zones (SAPZ) Programme in Cote d'Ivoire on Tuesday.



Nigeria, Sao Tome, strengthen 
defence collaboration 
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
s the 2023 gener-
al election gathers 
momentum, former 

Anambra North constit-
uency leader, Senator Al-
phonsus Obi Igbeke during 
a consultative meeting with 
the National Forum for 
South East Presidency, a 
politically motivated pres-
sure group proffered prac-
tical strategies to adopt for 
actualization of  Igbo presi-
dency.

Senator Alphonsus Obi 
Igbeke, also gave his sup-
port to NFSEP objectives 
as advocating for an Igbo 
presidency of  a south east 
extraction.

According to the Senator, 
having Igbo president has to 
do with someone who has 

Igbo 2023: Sen Alphonsus Igbeke
engages NFSEP on possible strategies

the capacity, that capacity 
includes somebody who 
has the in-depth knowledge 
of  election procedures. He 
must have record, if  you put 
someone without capacity, 
I assure you that even if  the 
Igbos have all political party 
to contest in, we won’t still 
make it, this is very impor-
tant and so I support the 
move for Igbo presidency 
from an Igbo extraction.

“This is not about black-
mail or defamation but 
about who is the rightful 
candidate to go there and 
grab the seat of  power. 
Either by commission or 
omission, let the Igbos have 
it. We should be able to in-
clude how Igbos will speak 
with one voice”.

Sen Igbeke however, not-
ed that for Igbos to have a 
leader that speaks for all, 

there is need for commit-
ment, proper monitoring 
of  activities, government of  
inclusiveness among others 
from such a person.

In his remark, the Nation-
al President of  the Associa-
tion, Dr. Patrick Enuneku, 
reiterated that South -East 

NDE trains 50 persons on 
improved food security in 
Anambra

should be involved in the 
presidential status of  Nige-
ria for the country to enjoy 
the sweetness of  democracy 
and dividends of  politics, 
adding that the emergence 
of  a president of  Igbo ex-
traction will bring atmos-
phere of  decency in our de-

mocracy. He noted that it is 
time for the Igbos to provide 
answers to its numerous 
challenges facing the coun-
try.

Also speaking, Chair-
man, Planning and Strate-
gic Committee of  NFSEP, 
Hon. Anthony Dibor said 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Armed Forces of  
Nigeria and that of  
Sao Tome and Princ-

ipe have expressed com-
mitment to strengthen the 
existing bilateral defence 
collaboration between the  
armed forces of  both coun-
tries. 

The Chief  of  Defence 
Staff  (CDS), General 
Lucky Irabor made this 
known when he played host 
to the CDS of  the Armed 
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the quest for South-East 
presidency was a valid ag-
itation. Dibor equally not-
ed that Igbo president will 
douse political, economic, 
cultural and religious ten-
sions in different parts of  
the country.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
t least 50 persons in 
Anambra state have 
benefited from the 

ongoing training on agricul-
tural extension organised by 
the Rural Employment Pro-
motion Department (REP) 
of  the National Directorate 
of  Employment (NDE).

The training would play 
a crucial role in boosting 
agricultural productivity, 
increase food security and 
promote agriculture as an 
engine of  economic growth.

Speaking during the 
opening ceremony of  the 
programme on Tuesday, 
at Amawbia, Awka South 
local government area, the 
State Coordinator of  NDE, 
Mrs. Chika Ufele said the 
participants would help in 
extending the use of  scien-
tific and technology- driven 
services to farmers in order 

Forces of  Sao Tome and 
Principe, Brigadier General 
Idalecio Pachire who was 
on a visit to Nigeria. 

The meeting between the 
two Defence Chiefs centred 
on the critical role which 
both nations’ Armed Forc-
es are playing in securing 
the Gulf  of  Guinea. 

Gen Irabor pledged com-
mitment to further tackle 
issues of  piracy and other 
forms of  criminality within 
the corridor of  the Gulf  of  
Guinea.

Other areas of  collabo-

ration discussed during the 
visit were capacity building 
of  Sao Tome personnel, 
joint exercises and training 
assistance among others. 

The Sao Tome and Princ-
ipe Defence Chief  equally 
visited the Nigerian Navy 
Headquarters as well as the 
Defence Intelligence Agen-
cy.

Both Nations have long 
standing history covering 
diplomatic and military 
collaboration which has 
been sustained over the 
years.

to guarantee disease-free 
production.

Ufele stated, “The se-
lected participants will 
be trained on agricultural 
intervention policies, live-
stock production, digital 
marketing of  agricultural 
products as well as food 
processing, packaging and 
marketing.

“The objective of  this 
training therefore was to 
generate employment for 
the trained agricultural 
extension personnel, to 
remove the drudgery asso-
ciated with the traditional 
farming practices, increase 
food production, stimu-
late the rural economy and 
improve farming method 
among others.”

She noted that the 50 re-
cruited participants who 
were drawn from the three 
senatorial zones in the state, 
would also be trained on 
both theoretical and practi-

cal demonstration for a pe-
riod of  one week.

Ufele further expressed 
strong belief  that after the 
training, the participants 
would acquire enough 
knowledge that will enable 
them succeed in the chosen 
agro-venture.

“This is why the thrust 
of  the programmes of  the 
NDE is based on agricul-
ture, skills acquisition, en-
terprise creation and sus-
tainability strategies.” She 
stated.

One of  the participants, 
Mrs. Onyinye Ozue told 
News Echo that she had 
gained a lot by attending the 
programme, noting that it 
has spurred her to look for a 
piece of  land where she will 
practise what she learnt.

“I had wanted to grab 
slight knowledge on fish 
farming but many other 
things were taught and I 
am so excited over all.” She 
said.

Obiano decorates his ADC, tasks 
others on professionalism 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

G
overnor Willie Obi-
ano of  Anambra 
state, has enjoined 

all the newly promoted 

Police officers across the 
country to be alive to their 
duties, impact positively on 
others and put in more ef-
forts  in ensuring security.

Obiano made the call, on 
Tuesday, at the decoration 
ceremony of  the promoted 
police officer, Mr. Ben Eke 
who is his ADC.

The event was held at the 
Executive Chambers, Gov-
ernment House, Awka.

It was gathered that be-
fore his promotion as Su-
perintendent of  Police 
(SP), by the Police Service 
Commission, Mr. Eke was 
Deputy Superintendent of  
Police (DSP).

According to the Gov-
ernor, promotion comes 
through hard work and 
God’s grace encouraging 
other officers to put in their 

best, noting that Mr. Eke 
having been with him since 
2014 has done very well 
with dedication.

While stating that it was 
another milestone in the ca-
reer of  SP Eke.

The Anambra State Po-
lice Commissioner, CP 
Echeng Echeng said that it 
was another step in the fu-
ture of  the leadership of  the 
Nigeria Police, expressing 
joy that he was elevated at 
the time they have a clear 
vision from the Inspector 
General assuring him that 
enablements  will be grant-
ed to him.

Responding, SP Eke 
thanked the Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police and the Police 
Service Commission for 
finding him worthy of  the 
promotion.

Abia to punish absentee doctors 
in govt hospitals
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Director of  Abia 
State Hospital Man-
agement Board 

(HMB), Dr. Christopher 
Aharauka has threatened 

that his office will pun-
ish any doctor employed 
in Abia State govern-
ment-owned hospitals, who 
absconds from their duty 
posts.

This is even as he warned 
that any medical doctor 
working under the control 
of  the HMB who issues fake 
or questionable medical re-
ports would be penalised by 
his office.

Aharauka gave the warn-
ing in Umuahia during a 
meeting he held with med-
ical doctors in charge of  
State government-owned 
general hospitals.

He directed that compre-
hensive list of  all medical 
doctors who allegedly ab-
sconded from duty should 
be brought to his attention 
while those who allegedly 

engaged in jobs elsewhere, 
while still in the employ-
ment list of  the Abia State 
government, should also be 
exposed for appropriate dis-
ciplinary actions.

The HMB boss further di-
rected that all funds realised 
by the hospitals should be 
remitted to the headquar-
ters of  Hospital Manage-
ment Board in Umuahia 
on weekly basis, to ensure 
accountability.

He advised the doctors 
to monitor the staff  under 
them, to checkmate truan-
cy and absenteeism among 
the staff, while warning that 
any medical head who tol-
erates misbehavior of  his 
staff  would have himself  to 
blame.

“Henceforth, HMB man-
agement would embark 

on unscheduled visits to 
various hospitals for strict 
monitoring, followed by 
disciplinary measures on 
defaulters”, said Dr. Aha-
rauka.

He stated that relevant 
civil service rules would be 
applied in penalising any 
defaulting doctor or oth-
er erring staff, while com-
mending Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu for paying  the sala-
ries of  the staff  workers un-
der the HMB.

Reacting to the warnings 
on behalf  of  his colleagues, 
Dr. B.C. Onyemachi of  
General Hospital, Ikwuano, 
Ikwuano LGA, promised 
the commitment of  the the 
doctors in their service and 
their loyalty to the State 
government.

News



 

Rivers Govt discovers abandoned
aircraft in Germany
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port-Harcourt

R
ivers State Governor 
Nyesom Wike has 
said that the Riv-

ers State government has 
through intelligence discov-
ered one of  the State owned 
Legacy 600 aircraft, that was 
flown to and abandoned in 
Germany since 2012 by the 
Governor Chibuike Amae-
chi led administration.

The governor, said it was 
unconscionable for the im-
mediate past administration 
to have surreptitiously taken 
a state owned asset to Ger-
many and abandon them  
there, without any docu-
mentation.

Governor Wike, who led 
a delegation of  Rivers lead-
ers to General Atomics Aer-
otec in Munich, Germany, 
where the aircraft had been 
abandoned for ten years, 
said the state government 
has spent over three million 
euros in its efforts to repair 
and retrieve the aircraft.

Speaking during a meet-
ing with the General Man-
ager, Business Develop-
ment, General  Atomics 
Aerotec, Markus Froetschi, 
Governor Wike explained 
that his administration in a 
bid to recover State assets, 
had through intelligence 

discovered that the Legacy 
600 jet purchased by Dr. 
Peter Odili’s administration 
was in Germany.

 “This plane was bought 
in 2003 by the government 
of  Dr. Peter Odili, and by 
2007 he had handed over to 
the next government which 
was my predecessor’s, now, 
Minister of  Transportation, 
Rotimi Amaechi. While he 
was in office, by 2012 this 
plane was brought here. 
Reasons we do not know.”

Governor Wike said there 
is no existing document 
indicating that the State 
owned aircraft was flown to 
Germany and abandoned 
for inexplicable reasons.

 “The issue is, why was 
there no documentation to 
let the incoming govern-
ment to know that we have 
this facility and we sent it 
to RUAG for inspection. 
Again, I do know from ex-
perience that inspection of  
such facility does not take 
more than six months. So, 
if  it was brought in 2012, 
expectantly at least, by ear-
ly 2013, the plane ought to 
have come back for use.”

Governor Wike, said he 
had to travel to Munich, 
Germany with a state dele-
gation to prove that the Leg-
acy 600 aircraft has been 
discovered and about to be 
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Men of Abia Fire service stoping the Motel De Plaza �re in Umuahia.

returned to the State gov-
ernment.

Those on the governor’s 
entourage included, the 
Speaker Rivers State House 
of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Ikuinyi-Owaji Ibani; Deputy 
Speaker, Rivers State House 
of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. Ehie 
Ogerenye Edison; Rivers 

State Attorney-General and 
Commissioner for Justice, 
Prof. Zacchaeus Adan-
gor; member of  House of  
Representatives, Hon. Ken 
Chikere; Rivers State chair-
man, Peoples Democratic 
Party, Ambassador Des-
mond Akawor; Chairman, 
Ikwerre LGA, Hon. Samuel 

Nwanosike among others.
The General Manager, 

Business Development, 
General  Atomics Aerotec, 
Markus Froetschi, said the 
aircraft was brought to Ger-
many by the immediate past 
administration and aban-
doned since 2012.

He expressed delight that 

Governor Wike took the 
initiative to repair and re-
turn the aircraft to Nigeria 
for use by the State govern-
ment. According to him, 
his company will be done 
with general maintenance 
work and deliver the aircraft 
to the State government by 
March.

Road accidents claimed 23 lives
in one month in Anambra
- FRSC
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
sector of  the Federal 
Road Safety Corps 

(FRSC) on Tuesday said 23 
persons died on the roads by 
accident in the state in one 
month.

It also said 33 road crash-
es were recorded within the 
period under review.

The Sector Command-
er, Adeoye Irelewuyi, who 
disclosed this to Journalists 
added that 72 persons sus-
tained varying degrees of  
injury from the road crashes 
during the period.

He said 473 persons were 
arrested for various offens-
es, adding that they were all 
booked, while others prose-
cuted.

He however attributed the 
crashes to speed limit viola-
tion.

He said, “We commenced 
‘Operation Zero Crash Spe-
cial Patrol’ on December 
17, 2021 which ended on 
Jan. 15, 2022. This is part of  
strategies targeted at mini-

mising road traffic crashes 
during the yuletide.

 “The number of  deaths 
increased compared to pre-
vious years. While we re-
corded 23 deaths within the 
period, seven deaths were 
recorded in 2020 and 2021.”

Irelewuyi said the state 
recorded a larger percent-
age of  free traffic flow all 
through the period, espe-
cially on the Niger bridge, 
adding “We were able to 
achieve free flow of  traffic 
because there was collabo-
ration with various security 
agencies as well as the gov-
ernments of  Anambra and 
Delta states.

 “The Niger bridge traf-
fic was flowing because we 
kept the bridge open. We 
had four toll trucks, two on 
both sides, which assisted in 
removing every obstruction 
as quickly as possible.

The FRSC boss advised 
motorists against over 
speeding, adding that there 
was the need for motorists 
to be cautious while on the 
road to ensure they arrive 
safely to their destinations.

NEMA distributes relief materials
to Abia disaster victims
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he National Emer-
gency Management 
Agency (NEMA) has 

distributed  relief  materials 
to victims of  flood and wind-
storm in seven local govern-
ment areas of  Abia State.

The distribution of  relief  
materials was performed at 
the office of  Abia State Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(SEMA) in Umuahia and su-
pervised by Mr. Nnaji Ifeanyi 
who represented the Direc-
tor -General of  NEMA, Mr. 
Mustapha Ahmed.

About 22 communities  af-
fected by the erosion in 2021 
were in Arochukwu, Umua-
hia North, Umuahia South, 
Aba North, Osisioma, Ob-
ingwa and Ikwuano councils 
of  the State.

The shared items included 
951 bags of  10kg of  rice, 951 
bags of  10kg of  garri, 951 
bags of  10kg of  beans and 
157 jerry cans of  20 litres of  
vegetable oil.

Others  were 710 bags of  
cement, 740 bundles of  roof-
ing sheets, 370 packets of  
zinc nails and 460 bags of  
three inches nails.

In his address during the 
event, the D-G of  NEMA, 
Ahmed said that list of  the 
affected areas were arrived 
at, after  a joint team of  as-

sessors from Owerri and Abia 
SEMA had earlier conducted  
on-the-spot assessment of  the 
affected areas, adding that the 
needs of  the victims were also 
ascertained before the items 
were sent.

 “You should please note 
that the relief  materials pro-
vided to you is not to pay 
you back for all that were de-
stroyed but only to cushion 
the effect of  the unfortunate 
incident,” said the NEMA 

D-G.
In his speech, Executive 

Secretary of  SEMA, Mr. Sun-
day Jackson, said the relief  
materials would offer succour 
to the affected people and 
commended the federal gov-
ernment for the gesture.

Also, the Secretary to the 
Abia State government, Mr. 
Chris Ezem, lauded the feder-
al government “for choosing 
Abia as a beneficiary state”.

Ezem, who was represent-

ed by Mr. Franklin Onyema, 
Permanent Secretary, Bureau 
of  Economic Affairs, urged  
all communities in Abia to 
always take precautionary 
measures to avert the occur-
rence of  some disasters.

A beneficiary from Ozu 
Abam, Arochukwu LGA , 
Mr. Chile Thompson thanked 
the federal government for 
remembering the victims of  
flood and windstorm.

Don’t evict us 
- Residents appeal to Wike

From Godson Nwosu, PH

R
esidents of  Water-
fronts in Illobuchi 
axis of  Mile two Di-

obu in Port Harcourt City 
Local Government Area 
of  Rivers State declared 
last Wednesday as Black 
Wednesday to remember 
some waterfront dewellers 
who died in 2016 after the 
government demolished 
the area.

The Waterfront residents 
who wore black attire with 
placards with different in-
scription said they also de-

cided to appear on black to 
protest against expiration 
of  the ultimatum by state 
government for them to 
vacate the area which has 
been marked for demoli-
tion.

Some men who claimed 
to be government officials 
had on the 19th of  January, 
2022 visited the area to is-
sues one week ultimatum 
to the residents following 
government plan to carry 
out demolition exercise in 
the entire area.

The moves came after 
Governor Nyesom Wike 

during his new year broad-
cast announced plan to de-
molish the waterfront. 

Some of  the residents 
who spoke to News Echo 
called on Government to 
carry out what they de-
scribed as institution update 
rather than demolishing the 
area, which will render the 
inhabitants homeless.

Another set of  residents 
of  the waterfront said any 
attempt by government to 
evict them from their apart-
ment, may lead to more 
hardship and possibly death 
especially for those who do 
not have a place to go.

They  pleaded with gov -
ernment to allow them stay 
or pay them compensation 
to enable them have a place 
to keep their heads.

News
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Editorial

On Transparency 
International’s report 
on corruption in Nigeria

T
he 2021 Corruption 
Perceptions Index (CPI) 
released by Transparency 

International (TI), showed that 
corruption is on the increase in 
Nigeria. The country scored 24 
out of 100 points in the CPI2021, 
which is one point less, compared 
to the score of 2020. In the 
Corruption Perceptions Index 
2021, Nigeria ranks 154 out of 180 
countries and territories, falling 
back five places from the rank of 
149 in 2020. Also on its website, 
Transparency International 
explained that Nigeria hit a 
historic low on the 2021 CPI. The 
CPI is TI’s tool for measuring 
the levels of corruption in the 
systems of various countries 
around the world. The maximum 
points a country can score is 100 
points, and the least is zero. Zero 
signifies the worst performing 
countries and 100, the best-
ranked.

Giving reasons for Nigeria’s 
worse corruption ranking, 
Transparency International 
said on its website that more 
than 100 powerful individuals 
were exposed as having used 
anonymous companies to buy 
properties with a total worth 
of £350 million in the United 
Kingdom alone. Secretive 
dealings among Nigeria’s power 
holders were previously reported 
as part of the Panama papers and 
FinCEN Files. The organization 
listed seven weaknesses that 
impede Nigeria’s fight against 
corruption while calling for an 
immediate improvement for the 
sake of ordinary Nigerians.

The seven weaknesses include 
the damning audit report; secu-
rity sector corruption; failure to 
investigate high profile corrup-
tion cases; illicit financial flows 
(IFFs); absence of asset recovery, 
protection of whistle-blowers, 
and other key anti-corruption 

legal frameworks; judicial chal-
lenges; corruption in the COV-
ID-19 response and Twitter ban, 
shrinking civic space and intim-
idation of human rights defend-
ers. The Presidency had to react 
to Transparency International’s 
report. Femi Adesina, Special 
Adviser to the president on me-
dia and publicity fired back at 
Transparency International, say-
ing the report on corruption in 
Nigeria is unacceptable.  He said 
the war against corruption under 
the Buhari administration does 
not need the validation of TI.

According to Adesina, the 
report should be ignored because 
it is foreign statistics without 
much validity. He added that 
corruption is a global challenge 
and not peculiar to Nigeria alone. 
He said the Buhari administration 
has fought corruption and all anti-
corruption agencies are making 
efforts to ensure corruption is 
reduced in the country. Adesina 
added that Nigerians should be 
the ones to make such accusations 
and not foreign sources.  He added 
that Transparency International’s 
report was an “indictment on all 
Nigerians, and not the Federal 
Government led by President 
Muhammadu Buhari alone.” 

Was it not David Cameron, 
former British Prime Minister 
who made popular, the well 
known notion about the 
corruption of Nigeria when he 
said Nigeria was fantastically 
corrupt? Transparency 
International is only living up to 
its responsibilities as corruption 
watchdog.

News Echo asks if the federal 
government shouldn’t begin to 
live up to its responsibilities by 
fighting corruption and becoming 
the embodiment of good 
governance rather than bantering 
words with an organization 
merely doing its job?
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If you want to stay in marriage, 
stay under your husband!
Chioma Jessy Daniels- Nollywood Actress

W
hen it comes to matters of home building and family life, the younger generation always seems to rush into 
decisions, and it has always proved a recipe for disaster. However, there are still some conservatives who 
believe the old way is still the best way, as experience and time have proven over and over again. 

We bring you one of Nollywood’s finest actresses when it comes to playing motherly roles- Chioma Jessy Daniels. 
Chioma is one of many Nollywood actresses who have remained scandal-free while pursuing a stellar career in acting 
while performing her wifely and motherly duties. The calm-looking and reserved actress is famous on our screens, as she 
has starred alongside other famous shots in the industry, and she is always doing justice to her character interpretation. 
News Echo Crew engaged her in a brief interview over the phone and we had a little insight into the actress’ personality, 
and her views on combining career and family, raising children, and marriage. 

Here are excerpts of the interview for your reading pleasure.

May we meet you formally?

My name is Mrs. Chi-
oma  Daniels. I am more 
popular as an actress, but I 
am first, a wife and a proud 
mother. I am also an entre-
preneur.

You have been in the indus-
try for years now, can you 
tell us some of  your experi-
ences as an actress?

There are a whole lot of  
experiences, I can’t begin 
to list them now. You know 
what they say,... That ex-
perience is the best teach-
er, and we learn through it 
every day. My experiences 
have helped me to under-
stand the industry more 
and also how to relate with 
people in it.

Tell us what you love most 
about your career?

Entertainment, flexibili-
ty, and socialization. Those 
are the things I love most 
about acting as a career. As 
we all know, the industry is 
known for entertainment, 
and having the ability to 
arrest one’s attention, and 
have them watch you, ad-
mire you, learn from you, 
and sometimes get inspired 
by what you display too, is 
really amazing feeling. On 
flexibility, I love the job be-
cause it doesn’t have strict 
timing, and I’m my own 
boss. When it comes to so-
cialization, It’s awesome to 
get to meet new and inter-
esting people and broaden 
your circles, those are pret-
ty much things I love about 
the acting career.

Are there any aspects of  your 
career that you nd particu-
larly disturbing? 

Well, I believe all ca-
reers have challenges. Life 
itself  is a challenge. The 
only challenge I can say I 
struggle with most times 
is having to deal with 
so much at the same 
time. So many 
things require your 
attention even 
while on set, you 
know, it could be 
family, it could be 
another outstand-
ing job some-
where that 
n e e d  s
you to 
feature 
in its 
story, 
j u s t 

n a m  e
it. Some-
thing will 
a l w a y s 
come up 
and I have 
to keep up, 
but asides 
from that, I 
actually enjoy acting.

What are your values as a 
person, outside the industry?

As an individual, my first 
value is my relationship 
with God. I am a Chris-
tian, and as a Christian, 
the first thing that should 
matter is your personal 
relationship with your fa-
ther in heaven. He makes 

everything beautiful in His 
time. I also hold my fam-
ily very dear to my heart, 
they mean everything to 
me and I put their interests 
first whenever I am consid-
ering anything.

Tell us about some 
other things 

you like doing 
apart from 
acting?

A p a r t 
from act-
ing, I am 

an en-
t r e -

preneur and also a busi-
nesswoman. I get engaged 
with other things outside 
acting. I handle brand in-
fluencing, business promo-
tions, and ads, and I also 
like doing them as well. As 
you know, my children are 
all grown up, so I have am-
ple time to devote to both 
career and business.

What is your advice for 

young ladies in the industry 
who aspire to get married 
someday and keep a home?

I’m a mother and a 
grandmother too, as I have 
a daughter who is happi-
ly married with her kids, 
and the same advice I gave 
to her, I will also give any 
young lady. Be humble and 
respectful, a woman should 
know her place no matter 
what, even the Bible said 
the man is the head and it 
will remain like that. So, if  
you want to stay in a mar-
riage, stay under your hus-
band. It is really sad that 
marriages these days have 
taken a totally different 
turn, but it doesn’t change 
the fact that what is right is 
right.

As a mother, what are 
some of  the decisions 
that you will not allow 
your children to make 

by themselves?

Raising children from 
infancy is not an easy job, 
but when you put God 
first, and focus on raising 
a good human being who 
is capable of  making the 
right independent deci-
sions, half  of  your job is 
done. Personally, as long as 
you are an adult, you are 
allowed to make your own 
decisions and be sure to 
face whatever comes after 
it. I will only support with 
my own views, experienc-
es, advice, or anything I 
can offer. But I will never 
force my opinions or views 
on anybody, not even my 
own children, especially as 
they are adults now. 

What is your take on the in-
creasing rate of  divorce and 
separation that we often wit-
ness among celebrities?

Generally, the rate of  di-
vorce and separation has 
increased, not just in the 
industry or among celebri-
ties alone. According to the 
good book, divorce should 
be only on grounds of  infi-
delity, but we see and hear 
of  divorce these days for 
very few reasons. Honestly, 
it’s not a pleasant thing, but 
you know people take things 
differently, and a lot more 
people are becoming very 
selfish and impatient. They 
just don’t want to stick to-
gether to work out their dif-
ferences, and the results are 
what we are seeing today.

Kindly tell us about your pet 
project or any other interests 
apart from acting, that you 
currently nurture. 

I have none for now, even 
though I have engaged in 
some projects and achieved 
tremendous success in the 
past. Currently, I am more 
focused on my acting and 
my other businesses. I do 
have some interests at heart 
and I am nurturing some 
ideas, but I do not want to 
talk about them for now. 
Let time tell.

Finally, to my fans, I 
want to say, BE REAL. 
Don’t live fake lives to im-
press anybody. Stay real 
and true to yourself, it will 
help you to focus more on 
being productive in what-
ever field of  endeavor you 
choose. That’s what I em-
braced very early in life, and 
I’m proud to be a role mod-
el to many. Thank you.

Daniels
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Making God our special friend

A
s we discussed 
in one of  
our weekly 

articles, about when 
God Speaks, today 
we’re going to speak 
on the topic making 
God our special friend. 
The moment we decide 
to make God our one 
and only special friend, 
it will always make a 
remarkable change in 
our lives.

This is because He 
knows us more than we 
know ourselves. This is 
just an express way of  
telling us that we are 
for Him and for Him 
alone. Therefore, let us 
try our best to do those 
things that please Him. 
Remember He holds 
the whole world in his 
hands, he knows what 
is to happen in the next 
second.

Living without Christ 
is a meaningless life. 
The life we are living 
comes from Him, our 
sensibility and our 
ability to do this or 
that come from Him. 
Therefore we owe Him 
constant Reverence and 
Honour. When we are 
close to God, He will be 
directing our footsteps 
in His own way. Since 
He created us in His 
image, He has given us 
power to do exploits, 
we will have the power 
that is beyond human 
understanding, that is 
God for us. Indeed, one 
with God is majority.

What is it that you 
think God cannot do 
for you, my brethren, 
l challenge you to 
challenge that storm, 
it will just go down 
with the name of  Jesus 
Christ, Amen. Just 
believe and it will come 
to pass. We are lucky to 

be known and called the 
children of  God, l mean 
God, who is able to do 
all things, as l personally 
call Him Odogwu 
Akataka, Ome Mma!! 
Ome Mma!!!. 

As a child of  God 
whatever you say in the 
name of  Jesus Christ 
will be granted unto you, 
that is an added grace to 
be a child of  God. 

Therefore in this 
2022, we need to speak 
into all the mornings, 
afternoons, evenings 
and nights of  this special 
year, and make a decree 
on things you wish to 
benefit from, remember 
our Lord promised us 
in Numbers 14 verse 28, 
saying, Oh my children 
“as you have spoken 
into my ears so shall l 
do unto you”, this is the 
Lord’s promise to His 
cherished ones and you 
will see them coming to 
pass in your life.

Never wish evil for 
others this 2022, this is 
because those you think 
are evil are also God’s 
children. Our prayers 

for  them is to change 
from their evil ways and 
embrace God. Christ 
came for all of  us, and 
it’s not God’s plan to 
see any of  His children 
to go to hell fire. Let 
us learn how to pray 
for the good of  all men 
because Christ died for 
all (The Righteous and 
the Sinners). 

And let us avoid self  
righteousness, who told 
you - you are pure? Are 
you God. If  Jesuy can say 
to His Disciples,”Don’t 
call me Good, for it 
is only my Father in 
Heaven that is good”, 
Jesus whom we all 
know as being pure and 
righteous can say this, 
then what of  us that are 
swimming in the ocean 
of  unrighteousness. 

Oh, may the grace of  
God never depart from 
us this year in Jesus 
name, Amen.

In this 2022, whoever 
that is spiritually and 
physically standing      

up against us, let our 
Lord Jesus handle him 

or her in His own 

Kingly way, Amen.  May 
God show our enemies 
this 2022 that we are 
specially and differently 
made in Jesus Name, 
Amen. May God cause 
our enemies to kneel 
and to bow before us 
this year.

I so much love the 
Biblical chapter of  
Psalm 23 verse 5, where 
God  promised  to 
prepare a table before us 
in the presence of  our 
enemies, all the promises 
are of  truth only for 
the righteous in town. 
when your hands are 
clean from hatred, envy, 
jealousy, backbiting etc, 
and other ills, why won’t 
we be blessed this year 
even beyond human 
understanding. God is 
looking for whom to 
bless, my brother, my 
sister, as our hands are up 
in glorification of  God’s 
Mercy And Goodness, 
God will never abandon 
us this year, Amen.

My brethren, as 
God’s Special Friends, 
don’t allow anger to take 
upper hand in your life. 
Anger is one of  the vices 
devil use to bring the 
children of  God down. 
When anger dwells in 
us, the Holy Spirit  goes, 
you know the holy spirit 
cannot exist where there 
is anger, this is because, 
one cannot reason well 
and accurate when 
angered. And when 
one is angry, he/she 
operates dangerously to 
issues that can calmly be 
solved. 

Oh l just remember 
what my mother used to 
tell me then,  she would 
called me and said, 
“my daughter anger is 
bad, whenever it comes, 
go quickly and put 
water into your mouth 

without swallowing 
it until the anger 
disappears”, my dear l 
won’t know whether it’s 
a superstitious believe, 
but am glad to inform 
us today that, that 
measure really helped 
me at my early marriage. 
Secondly when you are 
close to someone who’s 
angry, l advise you to 
speak not to the person 
at the moment, because 
it  could cause more 
harm. I tell you, that our 
body is not an abode for 
that anger, it will soon 
varnish and the person 
will become normal 
again. 

Finally, in this 
2022, as God’s Special 
Friends,  let us speak 
well so that the wellness 
of  life will be ours. And 
more importantly, let 
us pray for wisdom this 
2022 because wisdom 
will help us to blossom 
and to achieve a great 
knowledge. A wiseman 
will be devoted to the 
cause of  goodness and 
will have no regrets. 
When a wiseman prays, 
the Lord will give him 
a gift for words and 
he will use it in God’s 
praise. It costs nothing 
to be wise, put on the 
yoke and be willing to 
learn. The opportunity 
is always near. However 
no matter how much it 
costs you to get wisdom, 
get it, because it will be 
well worth it. Therefore, 
as we endeavour in this 
year, let us be joyfully 
grateful for the Lord’s 
Mercy and never be 
ashamed to praise Him. 
And do your duty at 
the proper time and the 
Lord at the time He 
thinks proper, will give 
you your reward.

Shalom.

Living without Christ is a meaningless 

life. The life we are living comes 

from Him, our sensibility and our 

ability to do this or that come from 

Him. Therefore we owe Him constant 

Reverence and Honour. When we 

are close to God, He will be directing 

our footsteps in His own way. Since 

He created us in His image, He has 

given us power to do exploits, we will 

have the power that is beyond human 

understanding, that is God for us. 

Indeed, one with God is majority.
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Showbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/Living
be amazed by the beauty of  
the couple and the money 
spent during the celebration. 

Many things make a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  w e d d i n g 
beautiful, but the bride's outfit 
is the highlight. 

Igbo brides 
For Igbo brides, their 

outfits are usually a gold lace 
top and George wrappers or 
velvet fabrics in magenta. 

There are also beads on 
her neck, wrists, ankles and 
hair. 

 traditional wedding 

Ai s  m a r r i a g e 
according to  the 

customs and traditions of  a 
tribe. It is at the traditional 
wedding that the families of  
the bride and groom come 
together as 'one', the bride 
price is paid, letters are read, 
prayers are offered for the 
couple and well-wishers 
celebrate the marriage with 
singing and dancing. 

If  you attend a Nigerian 
traditional wedding, you will 

However, Igbo brides are 
wearing more lace and even 
tying gele these days. 

Efik and Ibibio brides 
Efik brides are some of  

the most beautiful brides in 
Nigeria. Their hair is fitted 
with iron combs, they usually 
hold a staff  and are dressed in 
an Onyongo dress which 
resembles old Victorian 
gowns. 

I b i b i o  b r i d e s  t i e  a 
wrapper around their waists 
and wear a traditional top. 

Beads feature heavily too. 
Yoruba brides 
Yoruba brides reinvented 

aso-okes. 
It was transformed from 

dull attires to glistening 
outfits that look even better 
than some white wedding 
gowns. 

Headgears/geles have 

become an art form tied in 
multiple ways. 

Hausa brides 
Most indigenous people 

from Northern Nigerian have 
their kind of  wrappers or 
coloured aso-oke, and this is 
what their brides wear. In 
more recent times, you will 
see them wearing an Ankara 

or lace gown. 
Fulani brides wear their 

traditional fabric (Mudukare) 
but sometimes they switch 
things up and wear lace or 
ankara. An important part of  
their outfit and the wedding is 
the henna which adorns their 
wrists and arms. 

Nigerian brides and their gorgeous traditional outfits 
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News Analysis

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Ebonyi carnage: PDP raises alarm over
indiscriminate arrest of members

Ebonyi APC accuses PDP of fanning embers of war
From David Eze, 
Ebonyi

I
n another development, 
the All Progressives 
Congress, APC has ac-

cused the People’s Demo-
cratic Party, PDP in Ebonyi 
State of  fanning the em-
bers of  war by supporting 
undemocratic tendencies 
being exhibited by its un-
guarded members.

The State chairman of  
APC Mr. Stanley Okoro 
Emegha stated this while 
reacting to the statement 
accredited to a news head-
line captioned “PDP Faults 
Ebonyi Govt On declara-
tion Of  ex-reps member 
wanted”. 

 Emegha noted that the 
Governor only directed 
the police and other secu-
rity agencies to declare him 
wanted for the malicious 

social media publication 
he made that led to loss of  
live among other valuables 
in Ikwo local government 
Area recently. 

“Remember that state 
Governors are the Chief  Se-
curity Officers of  their vari-
ous states. On this premise, 
it is incumbent on them to 
devise lawful means in a 
very proactive and reason-
able manner to ensure that 
the oath of  securing the 
lives and property of  their 
citizens he took is not in an-
yway jeopardised”. 

“When the former mem-
ber who represented Ohani-
vo Federal constituency be-
tween 2011 and 2019 at the 
National Assembly, Mr. Li-
nus Okorie  made an incit-
ing Facebook publication 
which constituted a secu-
rity breach that led to loss 
of  live among other valua-

bles despite his supposedly 
enlightened position in the 
society. Do you expect the 
Governor to fold his arms 
and watch crisis engulf  the 
state? Your guess is as good 
as mine in this scenario. 

“The dying PDP should 
go and learn how to be in 
opposition, rather than 
pose itself  as a threat to 
our democracy which has 
endured. They should also 
understand that   no one, no 
matter how highly placed, 
has immunity against vi-
olence. When it erupts, it 
consumes everything along 
its paths. They shouldn’t 
throw caution to the wind”. 

The State APC Chair-
man who is also the Spe-
cial Security Consultant 
to Ebonyi State Govern-
ment, Chief  Stanley Okoro 
Emegha reiterated the fact 

that fake news and hate 
speeches are worse than the 
unknown gunmen as they 
infuriate and spark up peo-
ple to go into war against 
themselves for no justifia-
ble reason. 

He noted that the Ebonyi 
State Cybercrime law 2021 
will not be a toothless bull-
dog while unscrupulous el-
ements on rampage causing 
innocent and law abiding 
citizens unnecessary incon-
veniences under the present 
administration led by Gov-
ernor David Umahi. 

“I therefore, charge the 
ranting PDP to stay put and 
watch the law take its full 
course on the matter. No 
one should be afraid of  the 
law because its implemen-
tation is aimed at bringing 
sanity to the entire society 
by assuaging defamatory 
publications”.

h e  P e o p l e ' s TDemocra t i c  Par ty 
(PDP), Ebonyi State 

chapter has raised the alarm 
over indiscriminate arrest of  
t h e i r  m e m b e r s  a n d 
stakeholders in Akaeze, Ivo 
LGA of  the State following 
the  v io lent  protes t  that 
occurred in the community.

The State chairman of  the 
pa r ty  in  the  S ta te,  Mr. 
To c h u k w u  O k o r i e  i n  a 
s t a t e m e n t  i n  A b a k a l i k i 
disassociated itself  from the 
protest as well as the killings 
and carnage following the 
poor handling of  the protest in 
Akaeze community.

Recall that youths of  
Akaeze community, Ivo local 
government area of  Ebonyi 
State, went on rampage on 
Sunday, took to the streets to 
protest the alleged murder of  
their colleague by Ebubeagu 
security outfit and started 
destroying properties  in the 
community including the 
house belonging to the council 
chairman of  Ivo LGA, Mr. 
Onyebuchi Ogbadu, and set 
other valuable properties 
worth millions of  naira on fire. 

T h e  p a r t y  h o w e v e r 
condemned unequivocally 
and in totality any acts of  
violence and carnage said to 
h a v e  a r i s e n  f r o m  t h e 
m i s m a n a ge m e n t  b y  t h e 
authorities of  the otherwise 
peaceful protest.

The statement reads: "Our 
attention has been drawn to 
t h e  h o u n d i n g  a n d 
indiscriminate arrest of  PDP 
members and stakeholders in 
Akaeze, Ivo LGA of  Ebonyi 
State on the prompting of  
Onyebuchi Ogbadu, Council 
C h a i r m a n  o f  I vo  LG A 
following the mass protest that 
occur red  in  Akaeze  on 
Sunday".

"The People's Democratic 
Party Ebonyi State chapter 
condemned unequivocally 
and in totality any acts of  
violence and carnage said to 
h a v e  a r i s e n  f r o m  t h e 
m i s m a n a ge m e n t  b y  t h e 
authorities of  the otherwise 
peaceful protest. As a political 
party we wish, however, to 
state as follows.

"The PDP Ebonyi chapter 
dissociated itself  from the 
protest as well as the killings 
and carnage following the 
poor handling of  the protest in 

Akaeze community"
"The protest apparently 

erupted as a result of  a viral 
internet video showing the 
g r uesome murder  of  an 
Akaeze man identified as Mr. 
Nnaogo Akpoke Anyim by 
persons identified and said to 
be operatives of  the Ebubeagu 
m i l i t i a  a l s o  f r o m  s a m e 
Akaeze"

"The murder of  the said 
M r .  N n a o g o  i s  a s 
unconsc ionab le  as  i t  i s 
b a r b a r i c  a n d  i s  h e r e b y 
condemned in the strongest 
terms"

"The protest might have 
been averted had the Ebonyi 
State government, the Ebonyi 
police command and other 
security agencies lived up to 
t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
individually and severally by 
acting proactively in arresting 
and prosecuting the killers of  
Mr. Nnaogo"

"The state government 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  g r o s s 
insensitivity when it failed to 
condemn or act on the wicked 
and brutal murder of  Mr. 
Nnaogo as seen on the viral 
video"

" T h e  g o v e r n o r ' s 
condemnation of  the killing 
of  Mr. Nnaogo only after the 
people had taken to the streets, 
which resulted in breakdown 
of  law and order, is insincere, 
an afterthought and a proof  
that the governor cares very 
little about the lives of  Ebonyi 
people"

"The determination of  the 
Ebonyi State government to 
k e e p  i t s  m i l i t i a  c a l l e d 
E b u b e a g u  f o r  u s e  i n 
prosecuting mayhem before 
a n d  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s , 
especially the 2023 general 
elections, is fuelling insecurity 

and destabilizing the polity"
"The Ebubeagu militia 

continues to constitute a 
menace to the peace and 
security of  the good people of  
E b o n y i  S t a t e  w i t h 
u n c o u n t a b l e  c a s e s  o f  
extrajudicial killings, torture 
and gross abuse of  human 
rights.

Among such cases were 
the killing of  one Mr. Ele in 
Akpoha, Afikpo North LGA 
over the damage of  the side 
mirror of  a motorcycle, the 
killing in Edda, Afikpo South, 
the abduction and torture of  
Engr. Solomon Ukpai in 
A g b a ,  I s h i e l u  L G A , 
abduction and brutalization 
o f  PDP Sta te  Publ ic i ty 

olice  in Anambra State Phas declared twenty one 
persons wanted over 

alleged murder of  Chief  Ajieh 
Anthony Nwanasor, Ikenna 
Ugochukwu and abduction of  
the traditional ruler of  Ogwu-
aniocha community Ogbaru 
Local Government Area, 
HRH Igwe Oliver Chike Nnaji 
( Ezechukwukwadolu the III).

The Police in a statement 
by Police spokesperson, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu, urged the 
general public to report to the 
nearest Police Station in case if  
any of  the names and pictures 
attached in the statement are 
seen around.

H e  s a i d  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, CP 
Echeng Echeng assured Ndi 
Anambra and the good people 
O g w u - a n i o c h a  t h a t  t h e 
Command would leave no 
stone unturned in the ongoing 
investigation.

The statement reads, 
“The Anambra State Police 
Command wished to declare 
below persons Wanted in the 
ongoing investigation of  the 
alleged murder of  Chief  Ajieh 
Anthony Nwanasor, Ikenna 
Ugochukwu and abduction of  
the traditional HRH Igwe 
O l i v e r  C h i k e  N n a j i  ( 
Ezechukwukwadolu the III) 
of  Ogwu-aniocha community 
Ogbaru Local Government 

Area.
“ T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e 

Command urged the general 
public to report to the nearest 
Police Station incase if  any of  
the  names  and  p i c tu re s 
at tached below are seen 
around.

They  a re :  Okwudi l i 
Ogana ,  Chid i  Ekpendu, 
C h u k w u n o n s o  U d o m , 
A m a e c h i  A k a c h u k w u , 
Emmanuel Ejiofor, Christian 
Udeze, Chikezie Onwuka aka 
Osy Torture, Iweka Odogwu, 
Chimezie  Okonkwo aka 
Danger, Onochie Nwabugwu 
aka Young PG, Anayo Ubadi 
aka Agunechimba, Chibueze 
Egwenu, Charles Obi, Aboy 
Udom, Chinedu Col l ins 
Nwonani, Onyebuchi Umuna 
aka Omeke, Ifeanyi Mbanugo 
aka Acid, Sunday Osadebe, 
Nduba Chibuzor, Amechi 
A d a m a ,  A z u a k o n a m 
Anyakodia

“ M e a n w h i l e  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, CP 
Echeng Echeng assured Ndi 
Anambra and the good people 
O g w u - a n i o c h a  t h a t  t h e 
Command shall leave no stone 
unturned in the ongoing 
investigation.

“He also encouraged 
citizens/individuals to call the 
A n a m a b r a  S t a t e  Po l i c e 
Command on 07039194332 or 
08039334002 if  you have any 
information that can aid the 
investigation.

Secretary, Nwoba Chika 
Nwoba, the abduction and 
torture of  one Methuselah 
Anyigor. The list is endless".

 "Consequent  on the 
killings, flagrant human rights 
abuses by the Ebubeagu 
militia and the cloud of  
palpable fear now pervading 
the state as a result, the PDP 
Ebonyi State chapter now 
reiterated its call for the 
immediate disbandment of  
the Ebubeagu militia".

"The Nigerian Police in 
E b o n y i  u n d e r  P o l i c e 
Commissioner, Aliyu Garba 
is compromised and is now 
r e n d e r e d  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
protecting lives and property 
of  Ebonyi people. CP Garba 

should immediately retrace 
his steps and begin to act in the 
interest of  the generality of  
Ebonyi people rather than 
protecting the brutal and 
t y r a n n i c a l  r e g i m e  o f  
Governor David Umahi"

"We call on the Ebonyi 
State Commissioner of  Police 
to immediately investigate the 
circumstances surrounding 
the brutal murder of  Mr. 
Nnaogo wi th  a  v iew to 
bringing the perpetrators to 
justice

A stitch in time, they say, 
saves nine.

Ebonyi State government 
must stop driving the state on 
the edge of  the precipice "the 
statement stated.

Anambra Police declares
21 wanted over abduction
of monarch, murder of two
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Umahi
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Abia 2023: PDP in 
disarray over equity
...Old Aba Division insists that power will not go to Old Bende Division 

...T. A Orji supported Ikpeazu for selfish reason, not for equity - Don Ubani
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A
n Igbo adage says 
“obu so anu ji eze ari 
elu na ama osisi na 

enu inu” (it is only animals 
that climb trees with their 
teeth that can dictate a tree 
with a bitter stem). 

Whenever Sir Don 
Ubani, Deputy Chief  of  
Staff  in the office of  the 
Deputy Governor of  Abia 
State speaks on a matter 
concerning the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
many people listen because 
he has been there from the 
formation stage to where the 
party is now.

Ubani who has served in 
different governments and 
different capacities under 
the PDP is known for his 
usual open letters and this 
time around, he has as usual 
written to express his view 
concerning who becomes the 
next Governor of  the State 
and the much talked about 
Abia Charter of  Equity.

Ubani’s recent letter, 
however, may be more 
effective than all he has 
written considering the 
content and those he tried 
to push for public discussion 
and the reactions that have 
followed it.

According to the letter 
obtained by News Echo, 
Ubani who hails from 
Asa in Ukwa West Local 
Government Area said that 
the Abia North Senatorial 
zone has no right to demand 
that the Governorship sit 
come back to them in the 
name of  equity because there 
has never been any form of  
equity in Abia Governorship 
contest. 

Ubani in his letter 
lampooned a former 
Secretary to Abia State 
Government, Dr. Eme 
Okoro who hails from 
Abia North for demanding 
an apology from the state 
Chairman of  PDP, Hon. 
Asiforo Okere for failing to 
attend a meeting of  Abia 

North PDP stakeholders 
where they were to discuss 
equity. 

He vehemently insisted 
that the Abia Charter of  
Equity was meant to be 
followed according to the 
original political blocs in the 
state: Old Bende Division 
and the Old Aba Division. 
He said that those linking 
the Abia Charter of  Equity 
as an agreement to distribute 
power between the three 
Senatorial zones are not 
telling the truth. 

News Echo reports 
that out of  the 17 Local 
Government Areas in Abia 
State, the Old Bende has 8 
which include Arochukwu, 
Ohafia, Umuahia North, 
Umuahia South, Ikwuano, 
Isuikwuato, Bende and 
Umunneochi. The Old Aba 
Division popularly known as 
the Ukwa-Ngwa has 9 which 
are Aba North, Aba South, 
Osisioma, Isiala-Ngwa 
South, Isiala-Ngwa North, 
Obingwa, Ugwunagbo, 
Ukwa East and Ukwa West.

However, there is one 
area causing problems 
today in Abia political 

divisions. Three out of  the 
nine LGAs of  Old Aba 
Division: Osisioma, Isiala-
Ngwa South and North and 
three out of  the eight LGAs 
of  the Old Bende Division: 
Ikwuano, Umuahia North 
and South were merged 
to form a Senatorial Zone 
called Abia Central.

Ubani said that in 2007 
when the immediate past 
Governor Theodore Orji 
who hails from Umuahia 
North LGA took over from 
his predecessor Senator Orji 
Uzor-Kalu who hails from 
Bende LGA, the Old Bende 
PDP stakeholders kept quiet, 
without reminding their 
people that Abia has only 
two political blocs. 

“Let me take the Crux 
of  the matter of  Dr. 
Eme Okoro’s threats and 
lamentations. The first is the 
issue of  the Abia Charter of  
Equity. Without any waste of  
time, I would like to remind 
Dr. Eme Okoro that it was 
the People of  Old Bende, 
himself  conspicuously 
inclusive, that erased the 
Abia Charter of  Equity from 
the political register of  Abia 

State. 
“If  Governor Orji Uzor 

Kalu had, as he was expected, 
handed over the reigns of  
power to someone from Old 
Aba Division in 2007, the 
question of  power rotation 
should not have been an 
issue in the State today. It 
simply would be rotating 
between Old Bende Division 
and Old Aba Division.

“Nobody should hide 
under the administrative 
creation of  Senatorial 
Districts to play down on 
the reality of  the Two major 
Blocs in the State. If  Okezie 
Ikpeazu, for instance, 
had chosen his running 
mate from Isialangwa or 
Osisioma areas of  Abia-
Central Senatorial District 
in 2019, the People of  Old 
Bende Division would 
have seriously protested 
against it because they know 
that, despite the creation 
of  Senatorial Districts, 
Governor Ikpeazu is of  the 
same Bloc with them. 

“It was Dr. Eme Okoro 
and his likes in Old Bende 
that forgot that no condition 
is permanent that selfishly 

thwarted the intended 
directions and workings of  
Abia Charter of  Equity.”

Ubani went further to 
say that Former Governor 
Theodore Orji who is 
currently the Senator 
representing Abia Central 
never supported the 
incumbent Governor, Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu on the 
platform of  equity for Abia 
South Senatorial Zone, 
stressing that Orji supported 
Ikpeazu so that the Old Aba 
Division in Abia Central will 
vote for him to become a 
Senator.

“Some people, merely 
out of  pretentious amnesia, 
claim that the immediate 
past Governor, Chief  
Theodore Ahamefule 
Orji, gave impetus to the 
concept of  Equity in the 
State by assisting the present 
Governor, Okezie Ikpeazu, 
PhD, emerge in 2015. 

“Personally, I have 
never been convinced 
that Governor Theodore 
Ahamefule Orji’s support 
was born purely out of  

Continues in pg. 11

Chinedum Orji T. A. Orji
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Special report

altruism and patriotism. I 
am sure if  Governor Orji 
was not interested in going to 
the Senate in 2015, nothing 
on earth would have made 
him support an Ngwa Man 
to become Governor. 

“He did it because he 
knew that without Ngwa 
votes in Abia Central 
Senatorial District, nothing 
on earth would have made 
him go to the Senate.”

Ubani further said that 
those talking about equity 
should also recall that in that 
same  2015 governorship 
election in Abia State was, Dr. 
Alex Otti from Arochukwu 
Local Government Area did 
contest the election and was 
not prevented from doing so 
adding that in 2019, the case 
was not different. 

“So, where lies the equity 
Dr..Eme Okoro is talking 
about, even after he had 
deliberately killed it? The 
voting pattern of  the people 
of  Old Bende in both 2015 
and 2019 leaves no one with 
any iota of  doubt on the 
wishes and sentiments of  the 
People of  Old Bende towards 
their now claimed equity. 

“Dr. Eme Okoro’s alleged 
demand for power rotation 
to Abia-North is, by my own 
assessment, an unwarranted 
calculated vain attempt 
to deride and insult the 
collective intelligence and 
sensibilities of  the peoples of  
Old Aba Division. 

“By his alleged acrimony, 
what Dr. Eme Okoro and 
those on the same boat with 
him are fruitlessly wishing 
to achieve is an inexplicable 
governorship score card 
of  24 years for Old Bende 
of  only eight Local 
Government Council Areas 
and a humiliating and most 
insulting and embarrassing 8 
years for the entire Old Aba 

Division ( Ukwa La Ngwa), 
that has 9 Local Government 
Council Areas, with five of  
them being the Economic 
Hub of  the State.”

As if  the above letter 
which was written on the 25th 
January 2022 with the title: 
“Must Dr. Eme Okoro Fume 
To Make His Point” is not 
enough damage to the PDP, 
Sir Don Ubani proceeded 
to write another the next 
day, 26th January 2022 with 
the title: “My Simple And 
Honest Response To Dr. 
Eme Okoro’s Reply And 
Conveyance Of  Threat To 
My Life From The Quarters 
Of  An Ex-Governor Of  
Abia State.”

In the new letter, 
Ubani alleged that Former 
Governor Theodore Orji and 
his son, Rt. Hon. Chinedum 
Orji who is currently the 
Speaker of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly is threatening 
his life for insisting that 
power should stay in the 
Old Aba Division and not 
be moved to any part of  Old 
Bende be it Abia North or 
the Old Bende Division in 
Abia Central.

Ubani who was reacting 
to the statement made by the 
Chief  Liaison Officer to the 
Senator Theodore Orji, Mr. 
Ifeanyi Umere who warned 
him to stop insulting his 
principal and said that, “Any 
more mention of  the name 
of  the Most Distinguished 
Senator by him will be 
visited with more brash 
response from the office of  
the Senator,” said he is not 
afraid of  Senator Orji and 
his son.

News Echo further 
looked into Umere’s reply 
to Ubani where he described 
the allegation that Theodore 
Orji supported Ikpeazu for 
selfish reasons as a careless 

and unwitting insinuation 
aimed at causing disaffection 
among people of  esteem.

He warned Ubani to desist 
from using the privilege of  
being part of  the present 
administration to insult and 
demean the integrity and 
personality of  Senator Orji. 

He said, “My attention 
has been drawn to a statement 
credited to the Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff  in the office 
of  the Deputy Governor 
wherein he carelessly and 
unwittingly insinuated that 
the Distinguished Senator 
transferred power to Abia 
South because of  his interest 
to run for Senator.

“May I use this very 
auspicious medium to 
appeal to all men of  good 
conscience to not only warn 
and caution the likes of  Don 
Ubani serving in the present 
government but also to 
bring him to order to desist 
forthwith from insulting and 
demeaning the integrity, 
dignity and personality of  a 
Statesman like Senator T. A. 
Orji so that he (Ubani) doesn’t 
cause and sow disaffection 
among people of  esteem by 
insulting them without cause 
or provocation.

“This serves as the last 
warning to Ubani who has no 
integrity and will soon dump 
Governor Ikpeazu as soon as 
the rice or meal on the table 
is finished. Such has been his 
bane and antecedents.

“May this also be the 
last time the likes of  Don 
Ubani serving in the present 
administration would be 
insulting and abusing elder 
statesmen and walk away 
freely and scotfree and 
unperturbed.

“Any more mention 
of  the name of  the Most 
Distinguished Senator will 
be visited with more brash 

response from the office of  
the Senator.”

In response to Umere’s 
statement, Ubani who is 
known for letters quickly 
replied and said, “On the 
threat to my Life by the 
immediate past Governor 
of  Abia State and his son, 
through his Liaison Officer, 
I only want to say that their 
penchant for brutality and 
heinous activities are well 
known even in their nativity.

“Intelligence I have is 
that the son summoned and 
presided over a meeting last 
night, during which he gave 
money to his Cyber Bullies 
to unleash attacks on me. 

“The Bullies were also 
instructed to recruit as many 
other Cyber Attackers as 
they could. He boastfully 
told them that he had an 
unimaginable amount of  
money to pay with.

“The same intelligence 
revealed that, with unbridled 
arrogance, he told his 
audience, that as long as 
money is concerned, nothing 
will deter him from being the 
next Governor of  the State. 

“He is ‘God’ and, so, has 
the power of  Clairvoyance! 
Only time will prove if  he 
is, indeed, God or not. The 
most important aspect of  
the Intelligence available 
to me is the plot to get me 
assassinated in Umuahia or 
elsewhere.

“I can not be cowed down 
by such machination. After 
all, the Ex-Governor and 
his son are not God, even 
though they think they have 
become God.

“In as much as I am 
not afraid of  their resort to 
assassination or attack by 
their hired hoodlums, they 
should know, and quickly 
too, that they do not have the 
monopoly of  violence and 

brutality.
“My own part of  Asa 

is within Ariaria environ. 
Many people from the Ex-
Governor’s place are living 
in my area. Of  course, I have 
communicated this threat to 
my life to my people. I am 
not afraid.

He challenged anybody 
in Abia to prove to him what 
in his said write-up, which 
Theodore Orji reacted to 
that is a lie.

He further said that 
when Senatorial Districts 
were to be created in Abia 
State, Theodore Orji as 
an Administrative Officer 
in the defunct National 
Electoral Commission 
(NEC), did everything he 
thought he could do to 
make sure that only the two 
Local Government Areas 
of  Isialangwa-North and 
Isialangwa-South would 
be part of  Abia-Central 
Senatorial District to enable 
his Umuahia clan to control 
that Senatorial Zone in the 
future.

“Of  course, what he 
wanted was to make sure 
the Ngwa Components of  
Abia-Central Senatorial 
District would be a perpetual 
minority to be electorally 
squeezed and suffocated by 
the three Local Government 
Areas of  Ikwuano, Umuahia-
North and Umuahia-South.

“But for the courageous 
intervention of  a prominent 
Ngwa Son, Dr. Max 
Nduaguibe, who deployed 
benefits of  his connection 
with the Shehu Yar’adua 
political machinery and 
included Osisioma-Ngwa in 
Abia-Central, no Ngwa Man 
would ever think of  being a 
Senator from that Senatorial 
District. So, when did the 
desire for equity spring up in 
the Ex-Governor?

...PDP in disarray...
Continues in pg. 10

Eme Okoro Ikpeazu Ubani
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
seized petrol tanker 
which was packed 
at the federal High 

Court building in Umuahia, 
Abia State has exploded, 
burning parts of  the Court 
building.

The tanker which was al-
legedly confiscated through 
a court order, it was gath-
ered, exploded on Tuesday 
night when the owners of  
the tanker tried to trans-
load the petroleum content 
into another tanker.

It was not confirmed at 
the time of  this report if  
the Judges in charge of  the 
Court had given an order 
releasing the seized tanker 
to the owners or not.

A source who witnessed 
the inferno claimed that 
a spark from the plug of  a 
power generator that was 
pumping out petroleum 
content, caused the fire 
outbreak which burnt the 
two tankers before affect-
ing some parts of  the High 
Court building. The main 
building of  the federal high 
Court was not affected by 
the tanker fire. Only the 
fence and part of  security 

Seized tanker explodes inside Federal High
Court Umuahia

post were affected.   Also, 
no Court documents were 
burnt as fire service men 
put it off  before it could en-
ter the building.

Security building, car 
park and front section of  
the Court were torched by 
the fire even as the tanker 
owners allegedly ran away 
on realizing the conse-
quences of  their activity.

However, the arrival of  
men of  Abia State Fire Ser-
vice to the scene brought 
the fire under control and 
saved the headquarters of  
Nigerian Police Force Zone 
9 which shares a fence with 
the Court, from being en-
gulfed.

The federal High Court 
is located in choice gov-
ernment area of  Umuahia 
which houses Nigerian Po-
lice  Zone 9 Headquarters, 
Department of  Security 
Service (DSS), Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Abia 
State Library, Independent  
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) and would 
have all been affected if  not 
the intervention of  the Abia 
State Fire Service men.

Meanwhile, a popular re-
laxation point at No2 Ok-
wulehie Avenue in Umua-

hia, Motel De Plaza was on 
Wednesday morning, saved 
from being burnt down.

The Motel shares a fence 
with a branch of  First bank 
Nig PLC and other choice 

Aircraft: Wike lied against Amaechi
- Ex-commissioner

property. The fire which 
started at about 9:30 am, 
according to a staff  of  the 
motel, was caused by ex-
plosion from the kitchen of  
the motel and was spreading 

to the other sections before 
the flames were subdued 
by men of  Abia State Fire 
Service and other neighbors 
who arrived the scene.

Fire outbreaks have been 

From Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
been accused of  trying 

to malign and attack his pre-
decessor and erstwhile bene-
factor, the Minister of  Trans-
portation, Rt. Hon. Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi by making 
false allegations.

The former commission-
er for transport under the 

Anambra State Coordinator of NDE, Mrs. Chika Ufele addressing the participants of Agricultural Extension.

Rotimi Amaechi adminis-
tration,TolofAri George said 
this in reaction to claim by 
Governor, Nyesom Wike 
that an aircraft recently lo-
cated in Germany was aban-
doned by the Rotimi Amae-
chi administration without 
documentation.

Governor Wike also said 
that he was able to locate the 
aircraft with help of  intelli-
gence.

But the former transport 

recorded in four different 
areas in Umuahia in the 
last five days while property 
worth millions of  naira has 
also gone up in flames.

commissioner in a state-
ment noted that the governor 
claims that his predecessor se-
cretly abandoned the aircraft 
belonging to the Rivers state 
government in Germany. is a 
lie, vindictive and political.

The lie in the Rivers State 
Government rant is so obvi-
ous. It is simply not possible 
that a plane that was properly 
documented in the handover 
notes of  the State ministry 
of  transport (which I super-

vised as Commissioner) to 
the incoming administration 
in 2015, can be said to be se-
cretly abandoned? How?

When we got the new air-
craft that the current govern-
ment  is using now, the  older 
Legacy aircraft was sent to 
Germany for repairs and re-
furbishment and then to be 
sold to generate revenue for 
critical infrastructural pro-
jects in the state. To the Pre-
vious administration, there 
was no economic sense to 
keep and maintain two State 
planes. The cost was just too 
prohibitive, so the plan was 
to sell off  the older Legacy 
plane.

George went further to 
say that the plane was still 
in Germany at the time they 
handed over to the incoming 
administration. 

He wondered why an ad-
ministration that  claimed 
that the aircraft had been sto-
len when they assumed office 
in 2015, will Today, be saying 
that the aircraft was secretly 
abandoned. 

He said In 2015 when they 
made an issue of  Rivers state 
having two aircrafts, and that 
one has been stolen, I issued 
a press release which reiter-
ated that the aircraft was in 
Germany.

He dismissed any report 
that aircraft was taken to 
Germany and dumped with-
out proper and formal docu-
mentation.

 

We won’t handover to 
caretaker committee 
- Rivers Students Union 
From Godson Nwosu, 
PH
 

T
he leadership of  the 
National Union of  
Rivers State Students 

has dismissed reports about 
an alleged planned to hand 
over power to a caretaker 
committee instead of  elect-
ing new executive of  the 
union.

A document purported to 
have been signed by the Un-
ion Senate President, LEN-
EBARI MIRACLE and his 
Clerk, VICTOR CALEB 
had emerged, indicating 
plans to hand over power to 
a caretaker committee.

But MIRACLE and 
CALEB in an interview 
with  journalists  after a 
joint peace and resolution 
meeting in Port Harcourt 
disowned the document, 
saying that they did not give  
consent to such document.

The NURSS Senate Pres-
ident and Clerk insisted 
that the union is one unit-
ed body under the lead-
ership of  LEVI ZECHA-
RIAH-GEORGE just as 
they urged members of  the 
public to disregard such ru-
mors.

Earlier, the National 

President of  NURSS, LEVI 
ZECHARIAH-GEORGE 
said they are ready to con-
duct free, fair and credible 
election and transit power 
peacefully for the interest of  
the Rivers students.

He also dismissed report 
of  any rift in the union.

2023 Presidency: Pick  candidate from 
South East - Lawmaker begs APC, PDP, others 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he member repre-
senting Anaocha 
Constituency One 

in  Anambra state House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Ebele 
Ejiofor has urged political 
parties, particularly, the 
ruling All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) and People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
to pick their presidential 
candidates from the South 
East zone  to give the Igbos 
a sense of  belonging in the 
Nigeria Project. 

Ejiofor, who is a PDP 
legislator made the call in 
Awka, Anambra state cap-

ital, on Wednesday, while  
speaking with journalists 
on the 2023 general elec-
tions. 

According to him, it is 
the turn of  the South East 
to produce the next presi-
dent of  Nigeria come Feb-
ruary 18, 2023, since the 
North South - West and the 
South - South have all tak-
en their turn of  the nations 
highest political office. 

He explained that since 
the return of  democracy in 
1999, the South East zone 
has contributed immensely 
to the sustainance, growth 
and development of  the 
country.

He appealed to  Ohaneze 

Ndigbo, Governors and 
National Assembly mem-
bers of  the Igbo extraction 
to come together and forge 
a common front for the 
realization of  the projec t 
which would benefit all. 

The PDP lawmaker 
maintained that choosing 
the next President of  Ni-
geria from the zone will no 
doubt put an end to several 
agitations in the area and 
also correct the perceived 
marginalization of  the peo-
ple.

The most important 
thing is that we need equity, 
justice and fair play in the 
Nigeria system of  govern-
ance.   I believed strongly 

that this is the turn of  the 
South East to produce the 
next president as it is not 
only fair but right thing to 
do. 

As it stands now, it seems 
the South East is not part 
Nigeria  and that is what is 
causing all these agitations 
in the area. But when they 
are allowed to produce the 
President in 2023,  things 
will no doubt get better. “

The Lawmaker called on 
other geopolitical zones to 
support the South East in 
producing the next Presi-
dent of  Nigeria in the inter-
est of  justice, equality and 
fairness.

News



 

NGO lauds Holy Ghost College,
Owerri  on academic performance
By Ikenna Orioha

H
oly Ghost Col-
lege Owerri has 
won N250,000 for 

emerging best winner of  
the Imo State selected sen-
ior secondary schools quiz 
competition organized by 
Rossy Foundation Int’l 
Germany in consonanc e 
with Heart of  Gold Charity 
Foundation Austria.

The academic contest 
which was held last week 
at Holy Ghost College 
Owerri, had five selected 
secondary schools who 
participated. They includ-
ed Government Secondary 
School Owerri, Akwakuma 
Girls Secondary School, 
Amaraku Secondary 
School, Isiala Mbano, Ma-
donna Science School, Eti-
ti and Holy Ghost College 

Owerri in the competition 
with 1st and 2nd runners 
up getting N200,000 and 
N150,000.

Presenting the money and 
gifts to the winners, Com-
missioner of  Education, 
Prof. Sylvester Okorondu, 
who was represented by the 
Director of  UBSE, depart-
ment of  ministry of  educa-
tion, Lady Dora Mirikwe, 
thanked the students for 
performing brilliantly in the 
quiz competition, saying 
the champions will be host-
ed by government even as 
he advised them to improve 
on their studies to have bet-
ter future, peace and social 
security.

The Commissioner who 
was also recognized by the 
NGO on his sterling perfor-
mance towards improving 
quality education, men-
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From left: Anambra State CP, Echeng Echeng, and governor Willie Obiano decorating Mr. Eke when he was promoted 
as Superintendent of Police (SP).

Anambra Govt commends Fire 
Service on responsiveness
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Government has eu-
logized the state Fire 

Service for containing fire 
outbreaks throughout the 
state in a very professional 
way.

The commendation is 
contained in a letter by 
the state Commissioner 
for Information and Pub-
lic Enlightenment, C. Don 
Adinuba, to the Manag-
ing Director of  the Anam-
bra State Fire Service, Air 
Vice Marshall Ben Chiobi 
(retired), in appreciation 
of  the prompt response of  
his agency to the fire at the 
Onitsha Main Market.

According to Adinuba 
“The reaction time of  the 
fire service was superb and 
its handling of  the fire at the 
Plaza Section of  the inter-
nationally famous market 
exceedingly impressive”, 
he said in the letter which 
noted that no lives were lost 

in the incident, despite the 
fact that the fire started in 
a place with plenty of  com-
bustible materials.

 “Your men contained the 
fire no sooner than it began, 
making a lot of  people in 
the great commercial city 
unaware there was such an 
incident”.

The letter pointed out 
that the state fire service 
has displayed so much ef-
fectiveness and efficiency 
in battling infernos even 
in filling stations like the 
one at the Mobil facility in 
Awka on Christmas eve.

“The gallantry exhibited 
by your men”, observed 
Adinuba, “was as a result 
of  the overhaul which your 
agency has undergone in 
the last three years since 
Governor Willie Obiano 
appointed you its Manag-
ing Director, provided crit-
ical equipment, hired more 
personnel for your agency, 
increased allowances to 
your men considerably and 
ensured better and regular 

training for them”.
The commissioner also 

observed the passion and 
infectious leadership pro-
vided by the state Chief  
Fire Service Officer, Engi-
neer Martin Agbili.

Agbili’s enthusiasm and 
acute professionalism, he 
stated, earned him such 
nicknames as “Agility”, 
“Ability”, and Ezeoku” 
which enabled him to be-
come the chairman of  the 
Anambra State Chapter of  
the Nigeria Society of  En-
gineers (NSE).

Adinuba also acknowl-
edged the cooperation 
from sister agencies like the 
Federal Fire service in the 
state, Nigeria Police Force 
and the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps, 
noting that “it was the way 
to go especially in a place 
where there is cooperative 
federalism rather than un-
necessary and debilitating 
rivalry among such agen-
cies”.

Meanwhile, Adinuba 

advised Anambra people 
to disregard broadcasts by 
anonymous persons on the 
social media claiming that 
the fire at the Plaza Section 
of  the Onitsha Main Mar-
ket spread for several hours 
without response from the 
Anambra State Fire Service 
or the Federal Fire Service 
in the state.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) An-
ambra State Chapter 

has elected Comrade Hum-
phrey Nwafor as the new 
chairman of  the Congress 
as he assured of  team work.

This was contained in 
a press release by the la-
bour Union at the State la-
bour secretariat Awka on 
Wednesday. 

According to the union, 
former State chairman, 
Comrade Jerry Nnubia, re-
fused to call for bye election 
after his retirement from 
state civil service on the 16th 
of  September, 2020 which 
was against the constitution 
of  NLC article 20(2) . In vi-
olation of  the constitution, 
the state government in a 
written letter sent to him, 
made it clear that he will no 
longer be recognized as the 
NLC chairman in the state. 

In a meeting held by all 
chairmen and secretaries of  
labour unions operating in 
Anambra state on the 9th of  
December 2021 organised 
by staff  in charge of  indus-
trial relations in the office 
of  the Head of  service in 
the state under the instruc-
tion of  the immediate past 
Head of  service, Mr. Harry 
Udu had in attendance the 
key players and state secre-
taries of  various industrial 
unions. 

The meeting presided 
over by the SSG, Professor 
Solo Chukwulobelu ad-
vised the affiliate unions in 
the NLC to converge and 

elect a leader according to 
NLC constitution, stating 
that there was no going 
back on the subject matter 
with regards to NLC con-
stitution. He also urged the 
NLC to be properly and le-
gally constituted like TUC.

The then Head of  ser-
vice, Mr  Harry Udu urged 
them to expedite action to 
make way for the physical 
introduction of  leaders of  
NLC, TUC and JNC to the 
incoming head of  service, 
Mrs. Theodora Igwegbe as 
she will be working with the 
information handed over to 
her. 

The SSG speaking at the 
meeting, urged the com-
rades to unite and elect a 
leader to save NLC Anam-
bra state from collapsing 
totally. 

The Union stated that all 
chairmen and secretaries of  
industrial unions convened 
on the Friday 17th Decem-
ber 2021 for the scheduled 
meeting at the labour house 
which had in attendance the 
chairmen and secretaries of  
industrial unions with state 
secretaries of  various indus-
trial unions. 

It was in the meeting that 
comrade Jude Igwebuike 
on a motion, declared the 
position of  chairman of  
NLC of  the state vacant as 
a result of  the retirement of  
comrade Jude Nnubia from 
public service of  state. 

It was stated that at the 
end of  nominations accord-
ing to constitution,  Com -
rade Humphrey Emeka 
Nwafor emerged as the new 
elected chairman of  NLC.
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tioned that the governor of  
Imo State, Hope Uzodim-
ma, is doing well to ensure 
quality and affordable edu-
cation.

Speaking, the chairman, 
local organizing commit-
tee of  the quiz competi-
tion, Lady Grace Chigozie, 
founder, Rossy Foundation 
Int’l Germany, Mr. Chidi 
Nze, explained that the quiz 
competition was aimed at 

inculcating and bringing to 
life healthy reading culture 
in younger people who will 
drive the society.

Nze emphasized that “a 
good reader is a good lead-
er. You are well informed 
when you read and source 
for accurate information. 
Every hardworking youth 
would become successful 
in life using himself  (Chidi 
Nze) as  example.

“Today is a great day for 
our participating students 
from different secondary 
schools across the senatori-
al zones of  Imo State. The 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will 
be awarded to best win-
ners”.

Stating that the NGO 
which has headquarters in 
Germany having primary 
focus on uplifting and em-
powering deprived children 

especially the girl-child and 
widows through access to 
care and educational pro-
grams, Nze stressed that 
“Rossy Foundation Int’l 
Germany and Heart Char-
ity Foundation Austria 
are ever ready to impact 
positively on our society 
through their various pro-
grams and hope more or-
ganizations and individuals 
will partner with them to 
fulfill the great vision”.

New Anambra NLC chairman
assures of teamwork

News
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Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t 
underrated wardrobe staple 
of  all. No one thinks about 
having a sweater until the 
cold seasons start but it is a 
fashion statement that is 
also needed for everyday 
dress up.

Blouse: You can never  
go wrong with a silk blouse, 
in a staple hue like white, 
light grey, or camel. Though 
silk may not seem like the 
most affordable option, it is 
worth every penny once you 
factor in just how often 
you'll end up wearing it. 
Plus, it can be effortlessly 
styled for both work and 
happy hour.

Everyday Bag: Invest in  
a solid bag that you can 
carry from work to drinks, or 
take on your  weekend 

u p  a  s o l i d  w a r d r o b e 
foundation, a white button-
up shirt is a total must-have 
that's sure to come in handy 
no matter one's individual 
style. The button-up shirt 
always strikes a balance 
between looking casual and 
polished. Wear it with jeans 
or a pencil skirt depending 
on where you need to be.

Jean Jacket: A jean 
jacket is a timeless layering 
piece that can be worn 
season after season. A 
classic medium wash is the 
most versatile option. A  
denim jacket goes with 
everything, and it's a great 
layering piece for cool 
nights, chilly days, or even 
when you need an extra 
layer during cold times.

Sweater/ Cardigan: 

Black Jacket: A quality 
leather jacket is one of  the 
smartest investment pieces 
for your wardrobe. Throw it 
over a white tee and jeans 
for an instant style boost or 
pair it your work wear look 
for an edgy finish. A black 
leather jacket, whether 
vegan or real, is an absolute 
must-have. Take proper care 
of  it and it can last you for 
decades.

Black Skirt: A knee- 
length black skirt is versatile 
enough to be casual, work-
friendly and appropriate for 
more formal settings. It can 
wear to church or other 
occasion without looking 
awkward. 

Button up Shirt: One 
of  the many menswear-
inspired staples that make 

icking out clothes to Pwear as a woman can 
be very tricky. The 

feeling of  going through 
your closet and not finding 
what to wear is the most 
annoying thing to express as 
a woman. It is not that you 
don't have the clothes to 
wear but that you have been 
shopping wrong.

With the increasing 
styles that fashion brings on 
a daily, keeping up with 
t h e m  c a n  b e c o m e 
exhausting. You would find 
out that you have been 
following the trend and by 
the end of  the day you find 
out that you don't have any 
basics in your closet.

It is okay to follow the 
trends but we must have the 
ultimate basics to guide you 
with the trends. Trends will 
come and go but your basic 
clothes wouldn't fade away 
at all

Your closet should be a 
curate collection of  your 
absolute favorite items that 
bring you joy. That way, you 
will actually wear what you 
own and your wardrobe 
won't be a source of  stress 
each morning as you get 
dressed. Here are some 
items every woman needs in 
her closet all year round:

Basic T-Shirts: Every 
woman's wardrobe should 
have basic tee shirts to help 
c o m p l i m e n t  eve r yd ay 
clothing.  Pair a white tee 
with your favorite pair of  
denim, underneath a party 
skirt with a great jacket, or 
on the weekends with 
leggings. Any way you style 
it, a basic tee is a must.

Little Black Dress:  
little black dress is a true 
must-have in every fashion 
girl's wardrobe. Pair it with 
a leather jacket and you're 
good to go. It saves you from 
over dressing or under 
dressing to an occasion or 
date night or outings that 
you don't know what to 
wear or aren't aware of  the 
dress code.

Jeans:  a girl 's  best 
friend, whether it is black or 
blue, it is a must have for 
every woman. It can be 
worn as a casual wear or an 
official wear. It never gets 
out of  style and you never 
be stranded with these 
b a b i e s . e a n s  a r e  a n  J
everyday staple that can be 
worn to virtually every 
occasion.

B a s i c  Ta n k  To p s : 
Another necessity elevates 
versions of  basic items like 
tank tops and t-shirts have 
the power to transform your 
outfits and transform your 
wardrobe.

getaway. A couple features 
we look for in an everyday 
bag: enough room for a 
laptop and an interior 
pocket to store your smaller 
essentials.

L e g g i n g s :  S i n c e 
comfort-forward fashion 
has taken the industry by 
storm, you'll want a pair of  
black leggings that aren't for 
working out. It can be worn 
in place of  a pair of  black 
jean t rousers  or  b lack 
t r o u s e r s  f o r  c a s u a l 
occasions. 

Statement Accessories: 
s i m p l e  j e w e l r i e s  l i k e 
earrings, necklace, wrist-
watches and so on helps to 
take basic clothing to top 
notch outfits.

Simple Flat: We all 
have that one pair of  flats 

that work with everything 
(from jeans and a tee to a 
simple black dress) and can 
be worn from work to drinks 
to weekend dates. A pair of  
simple black ballet flats will 
car r y you through the 
seasons — and years.

Simple Sneakers or 
B o o t s :  E v e r y  s h o e 
collection needs a pair of  
lifestyle trainers/sneakers to 
balance from casual to 
workouts.

As you add to your 
closet over the years, don't 
be afraid to dabble in new 
trends that you fall in love 
with! Wardrobe staples like 
t h e s e  w i l l  p l a y  t h e 
supporting role to those star-
studded pieces that you 
sprinkle in each season. 

With KayceeWith KayceeWith Kaycee

The ultimate guide every woman needs
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
o one ever enters 

Ninto a  marriage 
thinking that it will 

end in divorce. 
Unfortunately, though, 

it does happen far too often. 
There are many different 
reasons why couples decide 
to call it quits, but some 
reasons are more common 
than others. 

In this article, we'll take 
a look at six of  the most 
common reasons for divorce. 
If  you're currently married 
or thinking about getting 
married, it's important to be 
aware of  these issues so that 
you can do your best to avoid 
them! 

1. Infidelity 
Infidelity is one of  the 

h e r e  a r e  m a n y Tdif ferent  types of  
relationships,  and 

each one has its own unique 
set of  signs that can indicate 
whether or not things are 
going well. 

In this article, we'll focus 
o n  m i s o g y n i s t i c 
relationships. 

What is a misogynistic 
relationship? 

Misogyny is the hatred of, 
contempt for, or prejudice 
a g a i n s t  w o m e n .  S o  a 
misogynistic relationship 
would be one in which the 
woman is treated poorly 
because she is a woman. 

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  
r e la t ionsh ips  a re  o f t en 
dangerous, and can quickly 
l e a d  t o  p h y s i c a l  a n d 
emotional abuse. If  you're in 
a relationship and you see any 
of  the following signs, it's 
important to get out as soon 
as possible! 

Signs of a misogynistic 
relationship 

1. He always complains: 
I n  a  m i s o g y n i s t i c 

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  m a n 
complains constantly. He'll 
find anything and everything 
wrong with his partner, and 

he'll never be happy. This is a 
way of  putting her down and 
maintaining control over her 
very being. 

2. You're the only one to 
blame: 

If  something goes wrong, 
the woman is always to 
blame. In a misogynistic 
relationship, it's never the 
man's fault. He'll always find 
a way to make her feel like 
she's at fault, even if  she isn't. 
This can be really damaging 
to a woman's self-esteem, and 
c a n  l e a v e  h e r  f e e l i n g 
c o n s t a n t l y  g u i l t y  a n d 
unworthy. 

3. He doesn't keep his 
promises to you: 

In a healthy relationship, 
both partners keep their 
promises to each other. But in 
a misogynistic relationship, 
t h e  m a n  n eve r  f o l l ow s 
through on his commitments. 
This  is  another  way of  
maintaining control and 
making the woman feel like 
she can't rely on him for 
anything. 

4. He doesn't appreciate 
your successes: 

In a healthy relationship, 
both partners celebrate each 
other's successes. But in a 

misogynistic relationship, the 
man doesn't care about your 
accomplishments. In fact, he 
may even be jealous of  them! 
This is a way of  undermining 
your self-esteem and making 
you feel like you're not good 
enough. 

5. You begin to feel like 
his maid: 

Imagine the person you 
swore an oath to live together 
with as a partner has turned 
into an employer? That's what 
it feels like in a misogynistic 
relationship. The woman is 
constantly doing all the 
housework, while the man 
sits back and relaxes. This is 
another way of  maintaining 
control and making her feel 
inferior to him. 

6. The relationship may 
get violent: 

Let's say the woman in 
question is strong-willed; she 
doesn't care whether her 
par tner  appreciates  her 
successes, or whether he 
keeps his promises. She'll 
begin to appear independent 
and non-challant to his 
misogynist ic  tact ics.  In 
retaliation, the man may 
become physically violent 
towards her in order to regain 

control and dominance. If  
you find yourself  in this 
situation, it's important to get 
out immediately and seek 
help from a professional! 

If  you're experiencing any 
o f  t h e s e  s i g n s  i n  yo u r 
relationship, it's important to 
get out as soon as possible! 

p p a r e n t l y ,  y o u r 

Asexuality at that age 
goes up in a way that 

can't be matched anymore for 
the rest of  your life.

Regardless of  the high 
school you attended, you must 
have heard that humans reach 
sexual maturation anytime 
from the age of  10. 

It is during this period that 
the sexual and reproductive 
organs become ready to take on 
the functions they were made 
for. 

But when do you actually 
hit sexual peak; that is, your 
most active sexual period? 
When do you really reach a 
point in your life when your 
sexual activities plateaus in a 
way that can never be matched 
anymore for the rest of  your life? 

For women, that age is 27; 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e s e a r c h 

conducted by psychology 
students at the Texas State 
University, California State 
University, San Bernardino, and 
the University of  Texas at 
Austin. 

Published in the journal 
Personality and Individual 
Differences, the study involved 
827 women divided into age 
ranges based and fer til ity 
quotient. Women from 18-26 
were categorized as 'high 
fertility'; those between 27-45 
were 'low fertility' and from 46 
up was put under the category 
'menopausal.' 

Based on par t icipants ' 
a n s w e r s  t o  a n  o n l i n e 
questionnaire, the researchers 
found that women between the 
ages of  27 to 45 (low fertility 
category) possess a "heightened 
sex drive in response to their 
dwindling fertility," as these 

women are "more likely to have 
frequent sexual fantasies, an 
active sex life, and a willingness 
to have casual sex." 

Basical ly,  the study is 
claiming that women over 27 
desire sex more as a result of  
“nature and less by nurture.” 

Why there is a sexual peak 
Wo m e n  a r e  d r ive n  t o 

"capitalize on our remaining 
childbearing years." by their 
biological clocks and the fear of  
b e i n g  c h i l d l e s s  w h e n 
menopause comes around. 

Researcher Judith Easton 
says: 

"Our results suggest there is 
nothing special about the 30s, 
but that instead these behaviors 
manifest in all women with 
declining fertility. It may be 
more difficult to conceive past 
the age of  35, but our research 
suggests women's psychology 
will continue to motivate them 
to try until menopause." 

is likely doomed. 
3. Financial problems: 
Money is often a source 

of  contention in marriages, 
and  when  coup les  a re 
struggling financially, it can 
put a lot of  stress on the 
relationship. Thus the reason 
financial problems are one 
of  the leading causes of  
divorce. That's why before 
accepting a proposal, you 
have to ensure your partner 
has the financial capability 
you're comfortable with. 

4. Substance abuse: 
Personally, hard drugs 

are one thing I despise. So 
imagine how horrified I 
would be if  I find out my 
partner deals in hard drugs. I 
would be out the door in a 

one of  the leading causes of  
divorce. Yes, it could go both 
ways, but women are most 
often the victims. If  you're in 
an abusive relationship, it's 
important to get out as soon 
as possible. You deserve 
better than that. 

6. Child-related issues: 
W h e n  c o u p l e s  a r e 

unable to agree on things 
related to their children, it 
can often lead to a divorce. 
This could be anything from 

most common reasons for 
divorce. When one spouse 
cheats on the other, it can be 
incredibly damaging to the 
relationship and often leads 
to a breakup. It's the reason 
why majority of  billionaires 
and celebrities get divorced. 

2 .  L a c k  o f 
communication: 

Imagine  a  scenar io 
w h e r e  o n e  s p o u s e  i s 
constantly talking and the 
other one never says a word. 
This would be incredibly 
frustrating, and it 's  no 
s u r p r i s e  t h a t  l a c k  o f  
communication is one of  the 
main reasons for divorce. If  
you and your partner can't 
s e e m  t o  c o m mu n i c a t e 
effectively, your relationship 

split second. Substance 
abuse is another leading 
cause of  divorce, and when 
one spouse is addicted to 
drugs or alcohol, it can be 
incredibly damaging to the 
relationship. 

5. Domestic violence: 
D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e 

occurs across a wide range of  
forms from emotional abuse 
to physical violence, and it's 

ver broken up with Es o m e o n e  a n d 
wo n d e r e d  i f  yo u 

made the right choice or if  
you should go back to them?

Some people say 'do not 
go back to your ex”, that is 
not a general rule; everything 
depends on the context. 

Here are some reasons 
why you should go back to 
your ex. 

1. You are still in love 
with them 

H a v i n g  a  s t r o n g 
emotional connection with 
someone is not easy to find, if  
you feel those feelings are still 
there and strong, then you 
should consider going back to 
the relationship. 

2. The reason for the 
b r e a k u p  w a s  a 
misunderstanding 

I f  i t  w a s  a  s m a l l 
misunderstanding that can be 
resolved, then you should 

consider going back to your 
ex. 

However, if  the reasons 
for the split were deep like 
genotype, cheating or their 
family not accepting you, 
then you need to back out. 

3. They are single 
If  they have moved on, 

there is no need to harbour 
any hope, but if  they are still 
single then you can shoot 
your shot again. 

4. You have resolved 
your issues 

It is possible that time 
apart gave you both clarity or 
you worked through some of  
your issues together and 
decided either to change or 
compromise. 

5. You feel like you 
should be together 

Your 'feelings' or 'vibe' is 
important and most times it 
will not lead you astray. How 
do you feel about it? Are you 
getting the nudge to continue 
the relationship or to end it 
for good? 

how much time the kids 
should spend with each 
parent to disagreements 
a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
religion. 

Remember that when 
you're married, you're not 
just marrying your partner - 
you're also marrying their 
family. So make sure you're 
on the same page about 
important child-related 
issues before tying the knot. 
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 Foreign News

C
hina is demanding 
the U.S. end “inter-
ference” in the Bei-
jing Winter Olym-

pics, which begin next week, 
in an apparent reference to a 
diplomatic boycott imposed 
by Washington and some of  
its allies.

Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi made the demand in a 
phone call with U.S. Secre-
tary of  State Antony Blink-
en on Thursday Beijing time, 
according to a news release 
posted on the Foreign Minis-
try’s website.

The U.S. has said it will not 
send dignitaries to the Games, 
which open Feb. 4, in a pro-
test over China’s detention 
of  an estimated 1 million or 
more Uyghur and other Mus-
lims in the northwestern re-
gion of  Xinjiang, along with 
crackdowns on human rights 
elsewhere in the country.

The boycott does not pre-
vent U.S. athletes from taking 
part in the Games, which are 
being held under strict an-
ti-pandemic restrictions. Chi-
na has also protested what it 
says are calls within the State 
Department to withdraw staff  
and their dependents from 
the embassy and consulates 
around China over the tight-

ening rules.
The news release said Wang 

also called for an end to U.S. 
support for self-governing Tai-
wan, which China claims as its 
own territory.

Wang also complained that 
the U.S. hasn’t altered tough 

political and economic poli-
cies toward China under the 
administration of  President 
Joe Biden, despite its ex-
pressed wishes for a less con-
frontational relationship.

A brief  statement from the 
State Department said that 

 A man wearing a hat baring an American �ag and face mask to help protect from the coronavirus walks by a masked security guard 
near lanterns decoration on the remnants of a city wall in Beijing.

Malawi president rejigs cabinet after
corruption scandals

M
alawi’s President 
Lazarus Chakw-
era has appoint-
ed several new 

ministers in a rejigged cabinet, 
a statement from his office 
showed, after the old cabinet 
was dissolved over corruption 
scandals.

Chakwera dissolved his 
entire cabinet this week, say-
ing some ministers as well as 
other public officials had to 
account for graft accusations 
made against them.

In the new cabinet of  the 
southern African country 
Samuel Kawale was made 
lands minister, Vera Kamtuku-
le labour minister and Mark 
Phiri trade and industry min-
ister. Abida Mia was given the 
water and sanitation portfolio.

Chakwera’s office said more 
appointments would be made 
soon.

In a separate statement, 
Chakwera declared a state of  
disaster over tropical storm 

Ana, which caused heavy 
rains and flooding in the south 
of  the country and triggered 
major power cuts.

The disaster department said 
the death toll from the storm, 
which made landfall in Mo-
zambique on Monday before 

moving inland, had risen from 
four to 11 and that more than 
200,000 people had been af-
fected. In Mozambique the 
death toll rose from eight to 18 
people, according to the coun-
try’s disaster institute.

Major Australian energy firm, 
Woodside, announces Myanmar pullout

A
ustralian energy firm 
Woodside announced 
its withdrawal from jun-

ta-run Myanmar on Thursday, the 
latest company to head for the exit 
following a military coup last year.

“Woodside has decided to with-
draw from its interests in Myan-
mar,” the company said in a state-
ment to shareholders after nine 
years of  operating in the country.

The Perth-based petroleum gi-
ant cited “the deteriorating human 
rights situation” as part of  the rea-
son for the move, which will cost 
the company at least US$200 mil-
lion.

The exit, which comes amid 
building international pressure 
on the junta, follows energy ma-
jors TotalEnergies and Chevron 
announcing their departures last 
week.  Woodside operates multi-
ple exploration and drilling sites in 
Myanmar, where a military junta 
ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s gov-
ernment last February, sending 
the Southeast Asian country into 
turmoil.

Junta opponents -- including al-
lies of  Suu Kyi’s National League 
for Democracy -- have gone into Lazarus Chakwera, Malawian President.

hiding, and “People’s Defence 
Forces” have sprung up across the 
country to take on the military.

More than 1,500 people have 
died in the subsequent military 
crackdown and 11,000 have been 
arrested, according to a local mon-
itoring group. 

“Given the ongoing situation in 
Myanmar, we can no longer con-
template Woodside’s participation 
in the development of  the A-6 gas 
resources, nor other future activi-
ties in-country,” said chief  execu-
tive Meg O’Neill.

A-6 is a deepwater gas project 
off  Myanmar’s west coast in part-
nership with Total.

The US government this week 
warned companies worldwide 
that doing business with Yangon 
ran “the risk of  engaging in con-
duct that may expose them to 
significant reputational, financial, 
and legal risks.”

Investors and traders were 
warned specifically to avoid state-
owned enterprises, the gems and 
precious metals sector, real estate 
and construction projects, and the 
arms business. Myanmar’s gas 
industry is estimated to be worth 
about US$1 billion a year.

China demands US halt Olympics
‘interference’

Blinken and Wang exchanged 
views on how to manage stra-
tegic risk, health security and 
climate change. It did not men-
tion the Olympics or Taiwan. 
Blinken underscored the eco-
nomic and security risks posed 
by Russian aggression against 

Ukraine, the statement said.
The phone call follows the 

appointment of  veteran dip-
lomat Nicholas Burns as 
the new U.S. ambassador to 
China, a position that has re-
mained empty for more than 
a year. 
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Police arraigns Ebonyi 
PDP publicity secretary 
for alleged fake news

T
he Publicity Secretary 
of  the People’s 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), Ebonyi state, 
Nwoba Chika Nwoba has 
been arraigned before a 
Magistrate Court sitting in 
Abakaliki, the state capital 
for allegedly publishing 
false information against 
Governor Dave Umahi on 
his facebook handle and also 
publishing materials capable 
of  disturbing public peace.

The offence according 
to the charges against him 
was punishable under 
section 4 of  the Ebonyi state 
cybercrimes (Prohibition 
Law No. 012 of  2021.

Nwoba was arrested last 
three weeks by the state 
command of  Ebubeagu 

Security operatives and 
handed to the police for 
prosecution which sparked 
off  outcry by his party.

He was to be arraigned 
that last three weeks but 
slumped in court.

The court ordered that he 

should be taken to medical 
facility for medical attention 
after which he will face the 
charges preferred against 
him.

Yesterday, he was 
arraigned and remanded 
by the Magistrate court 
presided over by Blessing 
Chukwu.

15 count-charge was 
preferred against Nwoba 
which he pleaded not guilty.

The court ruled that it has 
no jurisdiction to entertain 
the matter and ordered 
that Nwoba be remanded 
in police custody, undergo 
Covid-19 test and taken to 
Correctional Service Center.

The  court adjourned the 
matter to February 4 for 
report of  compliance and 
ordered that the case file be 
forwarded to the Director of  
Public Prosecution.

Nwoba’s counsel, Luke 
Nkwegu had argued before 
the court that  the state 
cybercrimes Prohibition 
Law upon which Nwoba 
was being tried has not been 
gazetted and prayed the 
court to grant the defendant 
bail.

It would be recalled that 
The People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) Publicity 
Secretary in Ebonyi State 
Nwoba Chika Nwoba has 
slumped in court when he 
was first charged on the 12 
January, 2022.

Nwoba slumped around 
3 pm when he was brought 
to the Magistrate Court 3 
inside the Ebonyi Judiciary 
Headquarters Abakaliki by 
the Police.

The magistrate ordered 
he be taken to the hospital 
for treatment.

Hausa Traders’ Chairman, Dan Gali lauds 
Uzodimma on people-oriented projects

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he State Coordinator 
of  Hausa Traders’ 
Association, Imo state 

chapter, Hon. Dan Gali 
Ibrahim has commended 
the efforts of  the executive 
governor of  Imo state, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma for 
his massive people-oriented 
achievements within his two 
years in office.

Ibrahim who spoke 
with newsmen in his office 
expressed delight to the 
governor for the positive 
impacts he has created among 
the Hausa Traders in the state. 
He noted that the governor has 
within his stay in office created 
an enabling environment for 
the Hausa community to thrive 
in their business especially 
the Naze cluster market and 
has not hesitated in rendering 

support to alleviate their plight, 
while expressing thanks to the 
governor for the peace they 
have experienced even during 
the peak of  the insecurity in 
the state. He noted that the 
governor has always sought for 
their welfare.

He equally applauded 
the efforts of  the Imo state 
government in the construction 
of  the Ihiagwa/Nekede road.  
He explained that before now 
the issue of  bad road along 
the Naze Cluster market has 
impeded on the growth of  the 
business, this he said affected 
the business as they were not 
making sales due to bad road, 
stating that the access road has 
increased their sales and has 
made them able to contribute 
to the economy of  the state. He 
noted that with the progress, 
they have always paid into 
the state treasury through the 
Internal Revenue Board and to 

ISAMATA.
He maintained that the 

Naze market cluster is housing 
over 4,000 Hausa families who 
live in the state and do their 
businesses without fear of  
insecurity, positing that that 
the community is safe in the 3R 
Government.

He also thanked the 
ISAMATA President, Mr. 
Ezeanochie Emmanuel C.  and 
the  Owerri zonal president of  
ISAMATA, Hon. David Okoko 
who has also carried the traders 
along in his administration 
and has also treated them as 
Imo state indigenes without 
discrimination. He maintained 
that the present ISAMATA 
Executive has improved the 
market system in the state.

He further assured of  
their unalloyed support to the 
administration of  Senator 
Hope Uzodinma and wished 
him a fruitful year in office 

and prayed that the Almighty 
Allah will sustain his effort and 
make him also to continue as 
the governor of  the state come 
2023 election. He appealed to 
the governor to also improve 

on the infrastructure in the 
market, especially the roads 
and the drainage system inside 
the market, this he said affects 
their business during the rainy 
season.

Hon. Dan Gali Ibrahim

Nwoba 

By Grace Ofurum
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The limits of  propaganda: 
Emeka Ihedioha/Tambuwal’s saga
S

ometimes if  not all 
the time, I prefer not 
to indulge in State 

matters which have assumed 
controversial propensity. But 
if  I pride myself  as a Public 
Opinion Analyst and one who 
is in the position to influence a 
lot of  opinions, it will amount 
to disservice to my state if  I 
maintain silence on issues of  
public importance.

What is more, as a political 
scientist of  many years 
practice, one of  the aspects 
of  studies of  Political Science 
to me was to study, dissect, 
analyse an issue that is vital in 
functional politics. And that is 
PROPAGANDA. There are 
three words in State craft that 
are often misused, misapplied 
and misunderstood. They are...
Propaganda, Corruption and 
Governance. In this analysis, I 
want to delve into the current 
issue which has dominated 
the discussion not only in 
Imo State but throughout 
the nation as far as politics 
is concerned because of  the 
current complexities which 
has characterised the visit of  
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha, 
CON, former governor of  Imo 
State to his friend Rt. Hon. 
Waziri Tambuwal, the current 
governor of  Sokoto State. 

It is unfortunate that a mere 
condolence visit should have 
assumed such a propondrous 
dimension in such public 
domain. This is what Robbert 
Whoo refers to as bad politics. 
Or what Kelvin Kab, a former 
press secretary to Richard 
Nikson refers to as armaturist 
propaganda.

Unfortunately, those 
functionaries servicing 
government nationwide have 
come to comfortable terms 
by applying what they may 
call “PROPAGANDA“ as a 
process in modern governance, 
without caution. 

Although I am a student 
of  Paul Joseph Goebbels, a 
German Nazi politician who 
was the Gauleiter (District 
Leader) of  Berlin, Chief  
Propagandist for the Nazi 
Party, and then the Reich 
Minister of  Propaganda from 

1933-1945. He was one of  
Adolf  Hitlers’ closest and 
most devoted acolyte known 
for his skills in public speaking 
and his deeply virulent 
antisemitism which was 
evident in his publicly voiced 
views. As a political scientist, 
his philosophy impressed me 
so much. But I condemn in 
totality his authorship of  the 
genocidal extinction of  the 
Jews which led to the gassing 
of  6million Jews. An act 
that no scholar of  pure mind 
will accept then, now and 
in the future. Unfortunately 
many misunderstood his 

propaganda exploits hence 
we may refer to those as 
armaturist propagandists. 
Hence for example he wrote, 
“ Propaganda is not an end in 
itself, but a means to an end.” 
Unfortunately, Paul Joseph 
Goebbel did not advocate that 
propaganda is total falsehood 
or an act of  deceiving the people 
with lies. But he admitted 
that, “Propaganda works best 
when those who are being 
manipulated are confident 
they are acting on their own 
free will.” In our own present 
situation, the population 
has advanced, news media 

outlets are now numerous 
and the level of  the people’s 
political emancipation is 
high. Therefore the armaturist 
propagandists must be aware 
of  these facts.

Although Paul Joseph 
Goebbel also asserted that, 
“If  you tell a lie big enough 
and keep repeating it, people 
will eventually come to believe 
it.” But in our today’s level 
of  development, academic 
and political attainment, they 
may not begin to believe the 
big lie but more often would 
analyse, dissect and purify 
that lie untill it is made naked 
to the interest of  the society. 
I tend to subscribe myself  to 
the fact that associating Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha’s visit 
to sokoto with the worse big 
lie that, “ he is now a Moslem 
simply because he knelt down 
and participated in the prayers 
being offered in honour of  the 
dead. That action speaks foul. 
Who would even believe that? 
Even if  we are all created with 
cocoyam brain. Anybody or 
those who fabricated that story 
is respectfully invited here to 
our office @Opinion House 
to be given a new orientation 
of  propaganda so that they 
will stop embarrassing their 
principals. Because big lies in 
form of  propaganda in modern 
times does not reject the 
authors of  such propaganda 
and their principals in the form 

of  a good light. Why because, 
false hood as a propaganda 
is easily punctured by alert 
and knowledgeable members 
of  the public. Many writers, 
commentators before me 
have articulated instances 
where many non-Moslems 
and Moslems have worshiped 
together. And that did not 
make them either Moslems 
or Christians instantly. For 
example, Governor Tambuwal 
visited Rt. Hon. Ihedioha in 
2013 at Ihitte/Uboma when 
he lost his sister (Chetachi). 
I was present and Tambuwal 
attended  the church service 
with a large number of  his 
political associates who were 
Moslems. They participated 
along with us in all the 
processes of  church service 
including kneeling down 
when we did and standing/
praying when we did. After 
the ceremony, I personally 
exchanged pleasantries 
with Gov. Tambuwal. He 
did not become a Christian 
automatically for worshipping 
in the church. 

The impact of  this analysis 
is to advice those government 
handlers to be more careful and 
not in an effort to mole down 
an opponent with primitive 
propaganda which will have 
a negative impact and import 
on the image of  their masters. 
In fact and indeed, the author 
of  that idea, that because 
Emeka went to Sokoto, prayed 
in the mosque with Moslems 
have made him a Moslem is 
off  the curve or what football 
commentators would refer to 
as over the bar. We should be 
more civilised than that.

After all, Emeka Ihedioha 
is a Knight of  the Anglican 
Church and so shall he remain 
until he dies. Because for 
someone of  that level to change 
his faith is unthinkable. And 
those self  styled propagandists 
must be more reasonable 
and resourceful so as not to 
cause their principals series of  
embarrassments through their 
characterisation of  what they 
call propaganda which is more 
destructive than beneficial. 

This is a candid advice.

After all, Emeka Ihedioha is a Knight 

of the Anglican Church and so shall 

he remain until he dies. Because for 

someone of that level to change 

his faith is unthinkable. And those 

self styled propagandists must be 

more reasonable and resourceful 

so as not to cause their principals 

series of embarrassments through 

their characterisation of what they 

call propaganda which is more 

destructive than beneficial.

Ihedioha
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u p e r  E a g l e s  o f  

SN i g e r i a  f o r w a r d 
Samue l  Ka lu  has 

stated that he is excited to 
join Premier League outfit, 
Wa t f o r d .  K a l u  j o i n s 
Watford until 2025 from 
French Ligue 1 outfit FC 
Girondins de Bordeaux. 

The 24-year-old took to 
h i s  o f f i c ia l  Ins tag ram 
account to celebrate the 
move. 

Along with photos of  
his unveiling was a caption 
that said, "Super excited to 
be signed to the club I have 
always admired in the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  “ 
@watfordfcofficial “ 

"it's an honor for me to 
be here. I will put in as much 
w o r k  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o 
contribute to the success of  

a n t e s  m a n a g e r , 

NAntoine Kombouaré 
has revealed having a 

chat  with Moses Simon 
following his exertions for 
Nigeria at the 2021 Africa Cup 
of  Nations in Cameroon.

The club boss confirmed 
that he gave the forward 
permission to return to France 
on Friday to have enough time 
to heal from the hurt of  the 
past few days.

Statistically, Simon was 
Nigeria's best player at the 
AFCON before the Super 
Eagles were knocked out of  
the tournament.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Whoscored, the 26-year-old 
had the highest rating of  
Nigeria's 27 footballers (7.60), 
made more dribbles per 
match, and contributed a goal 
and assist to the Eagles' cause.

Even CAF recognised 
S i m o n ' s  b r i l l i a n t 
performances earlier in the 
competition. The continent's 
number one football body 
included the Nantes star in the 
finest eleven of  the group 
stage ahead of  Senegal and 

Liverpool forward Sadio 
Mane.

And Simon was a strong 
contender for the Player of  the 
Tour nament  award  had 
Nigeria gone all the way to lift 
the Nations Cup.

But the Super Eagles 
suffered a disappointing 
defeat to Tunisia on Sunday to 
exit Afcon 2021 at the first 
knockout round, leaving 
players and fans hurt and 
saddened.

The team ar r ived in 
Nigeria the following day, 
where they were received by 
the  Spor ts  Minis ter  Mr 
Sunday Dare and from where 
they are expected to disperse 
to their various European and 
South African clubs.

But  French manager 
Kombouaré has confirmed 
that Simon is yet to return to 
Nantes as he has given the 
winger more time to recover 
from the disappointment of  
the AFCON.

“ R e g a r d i n g  M o s e s 
Simon, I was able to have him 
on the phone yesterday,” 
Kombouaré told the club's 

official website.
“ H e  i s  o b v i o u s l y 

d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h i s 
elimination from the AFCON 
but also happy to come back 
with us. I permitted him to 
come  back  he re  Fr iday 
morning.”

Before Simon left France 
to join the Super Eagles for the 
AFCON, he was one of  
Nantes  s tar  performers, 
notching two goals and six 
a s s i s t s  i n  1 8  l e a g u e 
appearances.

In his absence, Nantes 
have fared reasonably well, 
claiming a win, a draw, and a 
loss in three Ligue 1 games.

BC Heavyweight 

WC h a m p i o n s 
Tyson Fury has 

taken a swipe at Nigeria born 
British pugilist Anthony 
Joshua and his promoter 
Eddie Hearn, describing 
them as worst business men 
in history. He alleged that the 
duo have lost $90 million but 
failed to break down how 
they missed getting $90 
million richer.

“ J o s h u a  a n d  [ h i s 
promoter] Eddie Hearn are 
the worst businessmen in 
history today they lost $90 
million.” he said

Meanwhile Tyson Fury 
has finally confirmed that he 
will be putting his WBC 
Heavyweight title on the line 
against Dillian Whyte in his 
first outing since completing 
his trilogy against Deontay 
Wilder.

The self-proclaimed 

Gypsy King had been vocal 
in his criticism of  both 
Whyte and Anthony Joshua 
in recent weeks, but has now 
put any confusion over his 
next fight to bed.

Fur y  conf i r med on 
social media on Thursday 
that he would indeed be 
facing mandatory WBC 
contender  Whyte,  who 
avenged his shock defeat 
against Alexander Povetkin 
last time out.

While there had been 
talk about both Whyte and 
Joshua being paid to step 
away to allow Fury to fight 
Oleksandr Usyk, that has not 
been the case.

Fury said on Thursday: 
“I can't wait to punch Dillian 
Whyte's face right in mate.

“I'm going to give him 
the best hiding he's ever had 
in his life boy.

“Dillian Whyte, train 

hard sucker  cos you're 
getting annihilated bum.”

Fury is said to have 
grown impatient in recent 
weeks with the uncertainty 
over his next bout, with 
Whyte being the mandatory 
challenger for his WBC belt.

However, Whyte was 
said to be far from happy at 
the offer of  an 80/20 purse 

split in the favour of  the 
champion, and was said to be 
willing to accept £5million to 
step aside.

With a request to delay 
fight bids coming earlier this 
week, Fury's team were keen 
to go ahead and organise the 
bout unless huge progress 
was made with Usyk's team.

the club together with you 
all. 

"Looking forward to 
achieving greater things 
with this amazing club. One 
love to the amazing fans of  
@watfordfcofficial." 

In an interview on the 
official Watford website, 
Kalu stated that he has been 
following the club since the 
time of  Odion Ighalo. 

Kalu said, “When I 
heard about the opportunity 
I was feeling grateful. 

“It's one of  my dreams 
to play in the Premier 

remier League clubs PA r s e n a l  a n d 
Newcastle are set to go 

head-head for Super Eagles 
striker Victor Osimhen.

The former Lille striker is 
one of  the highly-rated young 
players in world football. 
Osimhen left Lille for Napoli 

in August 2020 after he 
s c o r e d  1 8  g o a l s  i n  3 9 
appearances for the former 
French Champions.

Although the Nigeria 
international has struggled to 
p u t  u p  c o n s i s t e n t 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
Partenopei due to injury 

issues, he has proven to be a 
quality talisman whenever he 
is fit, with 19 goals for Napoli 
in 46 appearances.

According to reports 
Arsenal and Newcastle are 
set to submit �28billion bids 
for Osimhen as both sides 
look for reinforcements this 
January.

The Gunners are looking 
to replace former captain 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang, and after their 
move for Dusan Vlahovic fell 
through, they have their 
sights set on Osimhen.

Also, the Magpies, who 
have money to spend under 
their new owners, are looking 
to add quality to their side in 
their bid to avoid relegation.

Nevertheless, Osimhen 
still has three years on his 
contract, and Napoli could 
still afford to hold on tight to 
their talisman.

League, this is what I want. I 
will be here to give my best. 

“I followed the club a 
couple of  years ago when 
Odion Ighalo was here. This 
club is a very good club and 
h a s  a  l o t  o f  g o o d 
foundations. 

Kalu joins five Nigerian 
players at Watford and is 
delighted to get on the pitch 
with his compatriots. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ I  k n ow 
[Emmanuel] Dennis very 
well, and [William] Troost-
Ekong, we played together 
at Gent. I also know [Peter] 

E t e b o ,  w e ' v e  p l a y e d 
together in the national 
team. 

“They will help me a 
lot. I saw Dennis and Etebo 
and they were very happy to 
see me. I know they are 
going to help me settle at the 
club.” 

Kalu is expected to 
make his Watford debut 
when the Hornets travel to 
face Burnley in a Premier 
League fixture scheduled 
for Saturday, February 5, 
2022. 

Super Eagles winger, Samuel Kalu excited to join struggling Watford 

Transfer window: Arsenal, Newcastle
go head-to-head for Osimhen

Moses Simon yet to recover from
AFCON shock exit, says Nantes boss

Fury labels Anthony Joshua, promoter worst
business men 

KaluKaluKalu

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

SimonSimonSimon FuryFuryFury
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f r i c a  C u p  o f  

ANations quarter-
finals fixtures (all 

times GMT): 
Saturday, Jan 29 
Gambia v Cameroon, 

Douala (16:00) 
Burkina Faso v Tunisia, 

Garoua (19:00)
Sunday, Jan 30 
E g y p t  v  M o r o c c o, 

aris Saint-Germain Ph a v e  o f f e r e d 
Tottenham Hotspur 

four players in an exchange 
deal for their midfielder, 
Tanguy Ndombele.

According to reports, 
Jul ian Draxler,  Dani lo, 
Leandro Paredes and Ander 
Herrera are the four players 
PSG offered to Tottenham in 
a bid to sign Ndombele.

The report added that 

verton are set hold Efur ther  ta lks  with 
Frank Lampard, as it 

emerged the Chelsea legend 
has become the leading 
candidate to replace Rafa 
Benitez as manager.

According to reports, 
Lampard has already held 
conversations with Goodison 
chiefs.

Those negotiations are 

expected to accelerate over the 
next 24 hours.

N o  a p p o i n t m e n t  i s 
imminent, but if  talks go well 
with Lampard, he could land 
the job ahead of  Vitor Pereira.

Everton wants a new 
manager in place before the 
weekend, especially as the 
transfer window closes on 
Monday night.

Pereira had emerged as 

Everton's number one choice 
to  take  the  head coach 
vacancy.

The former Porto boss 
arrived in the UK earlier this 
week to effectively seal his 
appointment.

However, protests from 
s u p p o r t e r s  a g a i n s t  h i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t  h av e  p u t 
Pe r e i r a ' s  j o b  h o p e s  i n 
jeopardy.

Tottenham, however, rejected 
PSG's latest offer.

Ndombele is said to be 
among the names under 
consideration in PSG after 
failing to work his way into 
Antonio Conte's long-term 
plans at Tottenham over the 
last few months.

The 25-year-old is said to 
be closing in on a six-month 
loan move to Valencia, who 
have emerged as the main 

contenders to secure his 
signature over the next few 
days.

However, PSG appears 
to be very much in the frame 
to land Ndombele as they are 
prepared to cover the player's 
full wage for the duration of  
the proposed loan spell.

Mauricio Pochettino's 
side have already tried to 
sweeten the deal by offering 
four players in exchange for 
Ndombele, but it seems as 
though they will need to go 
back to the drawing board in 
order to finalize the move 
before the January transfer 
window closes next week.

The report claimed that 
Tottenham had no interest in 
bringing in the four players 
mentioned above as they are 
looking to offload Ndombele 
before  s igning any new 
players of  their own.

N d o m b e l e  j o i n e d 
Tottenham from Lyon in 
2019.

Yaounde (16:00) 
Senegal v Equatorial 

Guinea, Yaounde (19:00) 
Semi-finals 
Wednesday, Feb 2 
Burkina Faso or Tunisia 

v Senegal or Equatorial 
Guinea, Yaounde (19:00) 

Thursday, Feb 3
Gambia or Cameroon v 

E g y p t  o r  M o r o c c o , 

Yaounde (19:00) 
Third place 
Sunday, Feb 6
Losing semi-finalists, 

Yaounde (16:00) 
Final 
Sunday, Feb 6 
Winning semi-finalists, 

Yaounde (19:00) 

AFCON 2021 quarter-finals
full fixtures

PSG offer Tottenham four players
for Ndombele

EPL: Lampard in talks to become
Everton manager 

Why you should get back with
your ex 

Women hit sexual peak at 27,
study explains why 

NdombeleNdombeleNdombele


