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NEWS

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

P
an Niger Delta Fo-
rum (PANDEF), the 
Youth Off  the Street 

Initiative (YOTSI) in col-
laboration with Afenifere, 
Mdzough (U-Tiv), Middle 
Belt Forum (MBF) and 
the Igbo World Assem-
bly (IWA), among others, 
yesterday, launched a 40 
million youth-driven bal-
lot movement to move the 
2023 presidency in favour 
of  the South East.

The groups also unveiled 
the Power Shift Movement 
(PSM) to strengthen the 
quest for all political par-
ties to cede the president 
of  the country to the South 
and urged the South East 
region to show seriousness 
for the contest, before oth-
er interested zones seize 

2023 South East presidency: PANDEF,
YOTSI, others present 40 million 
‘ballot movement’

the opportunity.
The groups also restated 

the need for true federal-
ism through restructuring, 
stressing that to achieve 
unity, it was necessary to 
achieve good leadership 
and ethnic balancing in the 
country.

According to them, for 
Nigeria to achieve peace, 
security and good govern-
ance, President Muham-
madu Buhari should sign 
the Electoral Law, which 
would ensure credible elec-
tions in 2023 and beyond.

Leader of  the Pan Niger 
Delta Forum (PANDEF), 
Chief  Edwin Clark, who 
was represented by the Na-
tional Publicity Secretary, 
Kenneth Robinson, said 
the Niger Delta was in sup-
port of  the South East pro-
ducing President Buhari’s 
successor, but requested 

that the Igbo should take 
the lead.

“For PANDEF, we stand 
for power shift to the South. 
The Igbo deserve the presi-
dency of  the country, but it 
must go beyond deserving 
it. They must work for it 
by reaching out to other 
groups,” Clark said.

Besides, leader of  
Afenifere, Chief  Ayo Ade-
banjo, who was represent-
ed by the Secretary Gener-

NAPTIP, DSS rescue Burundian 
woman, 3 children from trafficker 
in Imo 

al, Sola Ebiseni, supports 
the idea of  a president of  
South East extraction for 
the sake of  equity, fairness 
and national cohesion.

On his part, President 
of  Igbo World Assembly 
(IWA), Onowu Nwachuk-
wu Anakwenze said: “It is 
the turn of  the South East 
to produce the next presi-
dent of  the country and we 
are warning that nobody 

should hide under insecu-
rity to deny the region of  
their right.”

Speaking, Convener and 
President of  YOTSI, Ken-
nedy Iyere, said the 40 
million ballot movement 
is a revolutionary platform 
driven by the youths to ad-
dress the issue of  the next 
president of  the country, 
saying there was no hope in 
the All Progressives Con-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

R
eports coming from 
the commercial city 
of  Onitsha has it 

that two suspected armed 
robbers who have been said 
to be enforcing the sit at 
home order in disguise were 
on Wednesday set on fire.

The suspected armed rob-
bers whose identity could 
not be ascertained met their 
waterloo as they were burnt 
beyond recognition by Onit-
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gress (APC) and Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

Iyere urged President 
Buhari to sign the Elector-
al Bill into law, as a signif-
icant legacy project of  his 
administration, warning 
that whether he signs it 
or not, the youths would 
drive the process of  ensur-
ing electronic transmission 
of  results in general elec-
tions, no matter how long 
it would take.

By Ikenna Orioha

A 
combined operatives 
of  National Agency 
for the Prohibition 

of  Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP) and Department 
of  State Services (DSS), have 
rescued a middle-aged Bu-
rundian woman and her three 
children suspected to be vic-
tims of  trafficking at  Umu-
noha village, Mbaitoli LGA, 
Imo State, where they were 
being allegedly exploited by 
their trafficker.

The victims: Ms Siniremera 
Snadrine Bizimana, Murwan-
eza Zertha Maecy, Akima-
na Ken Bethel and Umwiza 
Goodluck Collins were set 
free during the early morning 
sting operation carried out on 
their hiding mud house.

In a release signed and 
made available to Newsmen 
in Owerri on Wednesday by 
the Public Relations Unit of  
NAPTIP, Adekoye Vincent, 
said “investigation revealed 
that the victims were rescued 
based on a complaint from 
the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
lodged at the headquarters of  
NAPTIP and directive from 
the Director General of  the 
Agency, Dr. Fatima Waziri – 
Azi”.

“It was gathered that the 
victims who have refugee sta-

sha residents beside Conoil 
Filling Station, along Enu-
gu/Onitsha Express road.

According to residents 
who pleaded anonymity 
they noted that “the alleged 
armed robbers came on a 
motorcycle, robbed undis-
closed amount of  money, 
phones and other items 
from some Awada residents, 
and shot sporadically in the 
air to scare people before 
escaping, but unluckily for 
them, they were given a hot 
chase, and were captured af -

ter the MCC Junction”.
It was gathered that the 

angry mob immediately 
placed the motorcycle on 
top of  the armed robbers 
and set them on fire.

However, some residents 
who witnessed the incident 
said the armed robbers were 
three but one escaped.

Meanwhile, efforts to 
reach the Anambra Police 
spokesperson, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu for further reac-
tions proved abortive as at 
time of  filing this report.

tus in Kenya were trafficked 
to Lagos by yet to be identi-
fied human trafficker in Sep-
tember 2021 and thereafter 
moved to Umunoha, Mbai-
toli, Imo State where their 
movement was restricted and 
forced into menial labour of  
all sorts on daily basis in order 
to feed”, the release added.

The statement noted that 
traveling documents and oth-
er valuable personal belong-
ings were also confiscated by 
the masked trafficker in the 
process.

Commenting, Command-
er, Imo State Command of  
NAPTIP, Mr. Earnest Ogbu, 
posited that “account from 

the victims indicated that they 
might have been deceived by 
the trafficker into coming to 
Nigeria and a remote village 
in Imo State without any re-
sistance”. 

Director General of  NAP-
TIP, Dr. Fatima Waziri-Azi, 
thanked all stakeholders and 
partners who provided infor-
mation and assisted in en-
suring a successful operation 
that led to the rescue of  the 
victims, even as she specifical-
ly appreciated effort and col-
laboration of  Imo State Com-
mand of  the Department of  
State Services for providing 
the needed operational sup-
port.

Operation Safe Haven: 98 civilian
taskforce trained on surveillance

I
n a bid to curb the inces-
sant banditry activities in 
southern Kaduna, Op-

eration SAFE HAVEN has 
graduated ninety eight youths 
trained on surveillance and in-
formation gathering. 

Confirming, Military Infor-
mation Officer OPSH, Major 
Ishaku Takwa on 19 Jan, said 
“The graduation ceremony 
which took place at Head-

quarters Sector 7 Kafanchan 
saw youths selected from all 
the communities and ethnic 
groups in southern Kaduna 
passed out in a colourful grad-
uation ceremony”.

Speaking to the graduands, 
the Commander Operation 
SAFE HAVEN, Major Gen-
eral Ibrahim Ali charged the 
youths to distance themselves 
from sentiment and discharge 
their duty without fear or fa-
vour. He stressed that the es-
sence of  the training was to 
ensure that the communities 
are protected against enemies 
of  peace. 

General Ali also warned the 
youths not to allow themselves 
to be used as political thugs by 
some persons to achieve their 
selfish goals.

Speaking earlier, the Com-

mander Sector 7, Operation 
SAFE HAVEN, Colonel 
Timothy Opurum noted that 
the training of  the youths was 
necessary considering the im-
portance of  peace to devel-
opment. He revealed that the 
team of  the Joint Civilian Task 
Force comprised of  youths 
selected from 7 major ethnic 
groups  in Kafanchan, Kau-
ru, Kaura  and Jama’a Local 
Government Areas of  south-
ern part of  Kaduna State.

Colonel Timothy stated 
that the trained youths would 
be deployed to various com-
munities alongside security 
agencies. He added that the 
presence of  the Civilian Joint 
Task Force will aid the securi-
ty agencies to fish out bad eggs 
who connive with bandits to 
perpetrate evil in the commu-
nities.

TEKAN urges Christians to obtain PVC 

T
he Fellowship of  
Churches of  Christ 
in Nigeria (TEKAN) 

has challenged Christians 
in the country to use their 
PVCs wisely in deciding 
the President of  Nigeria in 
2023.

This is contained in a 

communiqué on Thurs-
day after the 66th General 
Assembly of  TEKAN and 
signed by the President, Rev 
Dr Caleb Ahima and Gen-
eral Secretary, Rev Moses 
Jatau in Jos.

The communiqué urged 
all Christians to obtain their 
PVCs, register to become 
members of  political parties 
and contest elections to be 

active in rewriting the narra -
tive of  the Nigerian nation.

“The Assembly resolves 
to eschew bad politics, the 
pursuit of  money, ethnicity, 
unhealthy rivalry, religious 
bigotry, acrimony, the quest 
for domination and all oth-
er vices which threaten the 
unity of  the church on Ni-
geria.

“In addition to getting 

PVCs for voting, the Fellow -
ship members are advised to 
be fully involved in politics 
by joining political parties, 
and also vie for political 
positions, so that they can 
shine the light of  Christ in 
the political arena that is 
being engulfed by darkness 
and all kinds of  atrocities to 
the detriment of  the church 
and the Nigerian Society.”

Ohanaeze urges FG to release 
Kanu to ease tension in South East
From Karen James,
Nnewi 

The Ohaneze Ndigbo has 
called on the Federal 

Government to release the 
leader of  Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), Nnamdi 
Kanu

Ohanaeze said his release 
would ease tension and put 
an end to the incessant inse-
curity in the south east.  

The National Vice-Pres-
ident, Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo, Chief  Okeke Ogene 

said this in an interview in 
Awka.  

Okeke Ogene noted that 
Ohaneze had done the 
needful and engaged in var-
ious peace talks with Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
to ensure his release.  

Okeke-Ogene urged those 
who had expressed interest 
to convey their ambition to 
the South east governors, 
traditional rulers and other 
prominent personalities for 
stronger support and aware-
ness.
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FG trains Abia cassava farmers on
increased production
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has embarked 
on the training and 

empowerment of  small-
holder farmers on cassava 
value chain production 
in Abia State particular-
ly women and youths of  
Omoba in Isiala Federal 
Constituency at National 
Soil Laboratory, FMARD, 
Umuahia,

This is part of  its efforts 
to ensure that the yield 
gap in cassava is addressed 
through dissemination 
and adoption of  improved 
technologies as well as in-
novation by smallholder 
farmers.

The cassava farmers 
who  were exposed to how 
best to grow a good cassa-
va crop which included: 
good site selection; proper 
land preparation; choos-
ing desirable/improved 
varieties, were also trained 
on healthy cassava stems 
selection, high yielding re-
sistant varieties among oth-
er best practices.

Speaking during the 
training at National Soil 

Laboratory, FMARD, 
Umuahia, the Abia State 
Director, Federal Ministry 
of  Agriculture and Rural 
Development, FMARD 
Mr. Victor Ihediwa said 
that the federal government 
was diligently working to-
wards achieving food and 
nutrition security through 
its various activities .

Ihediwa said one of  the 
ways in which his office 
was  working to achieve 
this objective was through 
the promotion of  various 
crops such as cassava in 
which Nigeria has compar-
ative advantage in produc-
tion.

“This is coupled with 
encouraging youth and 
gender empowerment ac-
tivities that will not only 
increase productivity and 
income but also offer more 
economic opportunities to 
farmers in the cassava val-
ue chain”, Ihediwa added.

He expressed optimism 
that the training would 
facilitate the creation of  
sustainable cassava pro-
duction system, provide 
increased yield productivi-
ty, ensure good agronomic 
practices, and empower
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FG’s legal team for Nnamdi Kanu’s case: Barr. S.M. Labaran (right) with a female member of the team.

ment of  youth and women 
in production.

The resource persons 
who included: Mr. Yaku-
bu Ibrahim from FMARD 
and Agric Extension Of-
ficer, Mr. Daniel Ikechuk-
wu Ndukwe exposed the 

farmers on how best to 
handle hardwood cassava 
stems to prevent bruises 
and damage to the nodes 
and to improve sprouting.

Other aspects of  plant-
ing to improve cassava 
production touched by the 

resource persons were the 
selection of  the correct 
planting time; method of  
planting cassava cuttings; 
correct plant spacing; ear-
ly weeds control; herbicide 
use in root and tuber crops; 
how to improve the physi-

cal and chemical properties 
of  the soil; better land uti-
lization, reduction of  soil 
erosion and risk of  crop 
loss by inter-cropping cas-
sava with either maize or 
legumes.

Anambra receives mobile clinic from 
telecommunication giants
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Anambra State 
Government has re-
ceived a donation of  

medical mobile clinic, from 
Mobile Telecommunica-
tions Network (MTN). 

MTN, a leading network 
telephone provider in Ni-
geria donated the clinic to 
the Anambra State Govern-
ment as part of  their Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) project. 

The handover which was 
held at the Government 
House, Awka attracted offi-
cials of  Government as well 
as the staff  of  the company. 

The Secretary to the 
State Government (SSG), 
Prof. Solo Chukwulobelu, 
who received the donation, 
thanked the company for 
assisting the State Govern-
ment in the health sector. 

“I will like to express our 
profound gratitude to MTN 
for supporting Government 
effort in the healthcare 
provision, especially with 
regards to reaching the dif-
ficult-to-reach parts of  the 
state.” 

Chukwulobelu noted that 
the achievements of  Gov. 
Willie Obiano in the health 

sector over the years had 
been well-documented in 
terms of  what is done in the 
primary healthcare centres. 

He urged them to extend 
their CSR beyond health 
sector and help the state in 
the areas of  Information 
and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT). 

``Anambra is a major con -
sumer of  your product and 
we are expecting that more 
of  the CSR from the compa -
ny will come, not just to the 
health but in other areas. ̀ `It 
will be nice to explore how 
you can help our people in 
learning ICT and telephone 
technologies,’’ he said. 

Senior Manager, Sales 
and Trade Development, 
Core East of  the company, 
Mr. Emmanuel Okereke, 
said the mobile medical in-
tervention scheme was de-
signed to provide primary 
healthcare services. 

“Our aim is to contribute 
to Government’s efforts at 
improving access to primary 
healthcare in underserved 
communities in Nigeria. 

“We are to offer the fol-
lowing services: medical 
screening, diagnosis and 
consultations, treatment 
and provision of  drugs, re-
ferrals and health-awareness 

creation,’’ he said. 
Okereke noted that the 

scope of  the project to be 
implemented covered the 
execution of  medical out-
reaches for 12 months in 
communities and markets. 

Earlier, Commissioner for 

Health, Dr. Vincent Okpala, 
said that the state was hap-
py to partner with the com-
pany and informed that the 
mobile clinic would operate 
based on demand, need and 
planning.

Open up roads to boost Anambra economy 
- PDP chieftain urges Soludo
From Karen James, 
Nnewi 

A 
chieftain of  the 
People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), in 

Anambra State, Victor Obi 
has urged Anambra Gover-
nor-elect, Prof. Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo to embark 
on economic road con-
struction to boost econom-
ic strength of  the state.  

Chief  Obi said this in an 
interview with an Informa-
tion Officer at his coun-
try home, Ogbunike, Oyi 
Local Government Area 
(LGA) of  Anambra State.  

Obi explained that con-
struction of  roads would 
promote trade and com-
merce, as import and ex-
port goods were moved in 
Nigeria through roads.  

``I will encourage Prof. 
Soludo to construct the Ay-
amelum - Enugu road and 
Anambra West - Kogi State 
road link. Even though they 
are federal roads, I know he 
can attract Federal Govern-
ment attention to the roads.  

``When constructed, the 
roads will facilitate eco-
nomic activities between 
Anambra and Enugu and 
between Anambra and 
Kogi, as most of  them ply 
the roads on daily basis 
to come to Onitsha Main 
Market. 

``Since Anambra has an 
airport, it will be easier for 
Kogi and part of  Enugu 
people to patronise the fa-
cility. Traders from these 
states troop to Anambra 
to purchase rice from Cos-
haris Farms. 

``A typical example was 
when a former Anambra 
Governor, Dr. Chris Ngige 
opened up a road from 
Umunze, Orumba South 
Local Government to Isulo 
in Abia state.  

``Today about 40 per 
cent of  Abia indigenes 
now study at the Umun-
ze College of  Education. 
Interstate trade occurs at 
Umunze. This is almost 
comparable to trade in 
Onitsha. 

``I urge the people of  
Anambra, irrespective of  
political party affiliations, 
to join hands with the in-
coming Governor, Prof. 
Soludo, to further project 
the state into limelight.  ``I 
commend Gov. Willie Obi-
ano for attracting legacy 
projects to the state,’’ Obi 
said.

Bad start for Soludo: Journalists barred 
at Transition Committee inauguration
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Media houses on Thurs-
day were barred from 

covering the inaugural cere-
mony of  Prof. Charles Solu-
do transition committee in 
Anambra state just  as gov-
ernor Willie Obiano shun 

event.
The governor was expected 

to grace the occasion but was 
visibly absent, raising the sus-
picion of  possible rift.

Journalists who went to 
the venue of  the ceremony to 
cover the inauguration were 
denied entry into the hall  on 
the ground that  they were not 
needed.

Among the media houses 
denied entry were Daily Trust, 
News Agency of  Nigeria, 
NAN, New Telegraph, News 
Echo, This Nigeria, Guardian, 
Nigerian pilot, Leadership, 
Daily Times and others.

All efforts by the journalists 
to convince them that, they   
were supposed to cover the 
inauguration proved abortive.

One of  the media team 
members of  Soludo said that 
they are not interested in press -
men especially from Awka to 
cover the programme.

According to the man 
whose identity is not known 
said that they have their media 
team to cover the event

When contacted the Anam-
bra state Commissioner for 
Information and Public En-
lightenment Mr. C. Don Adi-
nuba said he and the governor 
are not at the programme. He 
said that he is not a member 
of  the committee, noting that 
he has serious businesses in 
the ministry of  information.
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T
hey say he who goes to 
equity must do so with clean 
hands. The on-going trial 

of IPOB leader, Nnamdi Kanu 
has drawn reactions from all over 
the country and even beyond. The 
Federal Government on Monday, 
entered fresh terrorism allegations 
against the detained leader of the 
proscribed Indigenous People of 
Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu. 

The Federal Government, in 
the amended process it filed before 
the Federal High Court sitting 
in Abuja, increased the counts 
in the initial charge it preferred 
against Kanu. The IPOB leader 
who was hitherto facing a seven-
count treasonable felony charge, 
entered his fresh plea to a 15-count 
amended charge marked FHC/
ABJ/CR/383/2015, and signed by 
the Director of Public Prosecution, 
DPP, M. B. Abubakar. The Federal 
Government amended the charge, 
barely 24 hours to the scheduled 
commencement of hearing by trial 
Justice Binta Nyako. 

The court had on December 
2, fixed Tuesday to hear some 
pending applications, including 
the one Kanu filed to be discharged 
and acquitted. The detained 
leader of the Indigenous People 
of Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu, 
on Wednesday, pleaded not guilty 
to the fresh amended 15-count 
treasonable felony charge the 
Federal Government preferred 
against him. However, Kanu’s lead 
counsel, Chief Mike Ozekhome, 
SAN, told the court that he had on 
Tuesday evening, filed a 43-paged 
Preliminary Objection for the 
charge to be quashed and struck 
out without the matter proceeding 
to trial. On his part, FG’s lawyer, 
Labaran, argued that Kanu’s two 
applications were not ripe for 
hearing, stressing that he would 
require time to go through them 

so as to be able to respond.
In another matter, an Umuahia 

High Court ordered the Federal 
Government and the Nigeria Army 
to pay the sum of N1billion to the 
Leader of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra Nnamdi Kanu for invading 
his house in September 2017.

The federal government and 
the Army were also ordered to 
apologise to Kanu for the violation 
of his Fundamental Rights. Justice 
Benson Anya made the order while 
delivering judgment on the suit 
filed by Kanu against the federal 
government, the Army and others.

Why is nobody talking about the 
Umuahia judgment which stood in 
favour of Nnamdi Kanu? 

News Echo wonders if the 2021 
Aso Villa visit of some Igbo elders 
to the Presidency to prevail on him 
to release Nnamdi Kanu have not 
yielded the desired result despite 
the somewhat positive response 
of the President? However, 
Muhammadu Buhari forgot about 
that visit and what he said to the 
likes of Mbazulike Amaechi, 
discountenancing his positive 
consideration on the matter when 
he disclosed in an interview last 
week that Nnamdi Kanu should 
answer for his activities especially 
when he was out of the country.

News Echo posits that while it 
is good for all merits of the case 
to be subjected to fair trial for or 
against Nnamdi Kanu, it is also 
better for the President to go back 
to the visit of the Igbo elders in 
2021 and fashion out a political 
solution.   President Buhari needs 
to understand that for Nnamdi 
Kanu, it is not just an individual 
going against the nation. It is about 
the yearnings of a zone needing 
justice, fairness and equity. It is 
a political problem and therefore 
requires a political solution which 
only the President can solve for 
the sake of the future of Nigeria!

Nnamdi Kanu’s trial: 
A political solution 
or legal quagmire?

Our TeamOur Team
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By Pascal Onu

Abia 2023 and the 
Abaribe phenomenon

very big puzzle for other 
contenders to resolve. And 
this, according to yet another 
analyst,” is a mountain so 
big for any other contender 
in the race to contend with”. 
It amounts to any contender 
swimming against the tide. 
Abaribe is indeed an iroko,” 
the analyst explained.

The card the opponents 
of  Senator Abaribe’s 
gubernatorial ambition are 
wishing to or are trumping up is 
that of  zoning. The argument, 
which seems to be fast losing 
grip, is that there is no how 
on earth an Obingwa man, 
where the present governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu (PhD) would 
succeed the present governor. 
But like a still birth, which the 
argument could be likened to, 
many arguments and factors 
have popped up not only 
to frustrate and oppose the 

argument, but to puncture 
into shreds.

One of  such argument 
is that the original political 
divides of  Abia State is old 
Bende and old Aba divisions. 
The old Bende in the likes of  
Senators Orji Uzor Kalu and 
Theodore Orji did straight 
16 years in favour of  their 
divide, and that since power 
has shifted hands, the old Aba 
division should hold sway for 
a straight 16 years. The more 
this card by opponents of  
Senator Abaribe’s opponents 
raises its ugly head, the more 
solidarity the Ukwa-Ngwa, 
Abaribe’s kinsmen galvanise 
to counter this unholy 
argument.

A demonstration of  this 
is the gathering of  the major 
stakeholders of  the Ukwa-
Ngwa ethnic nationality 
organised at the instance 

of  Hon. Solomon Adaelu, 
member representing 
Obingwa, Ugwunagbo, 
Osisioma federal constituency 
on the 2nd of  January this 
year for brainstorming and 
articulating a way forward 
in the Ukwa-Ngwa struggle. 
There was almost a chorus 
response that the Ukwa-Ngwa 
ethnic nationality should 
retain power for the next eight 
years.

The gathering was peopled 
by major Ukwa- Ngwa 
activists who championed 
the struggle for power to be 
ceded to the ethnic nationality 
prior to the emergence of  the 
present governor.

It will be recalled that from  
2002 or there about, some 
Ukwa-Ngwa nation activists 
waged a struggle demanding 
a power shift to the enclave, 
which they said had not tasted 

the governorship position 
in the state right from the 
military era.

 The champion of  the 
struggle is Senator Abaribe, 
who even contested for the 
governorship position in 
the platform of  All People’s 
Party in 2003, which was later 
rechristened All Nigerian 
Peoples Party (ANPP). 
Abaribe lost in the election, 
but the spirit of  the Ukwa-
Ngwa struggle was not lost.

As predictions and 
forecasts can never be pushed 
to the background in the 
affairs of  human beigns, 
politics not in exception, 
questions have started agitated 
minds if  this is the time nature 
wants to reward Abaribe for 
the struggle he initiated years 
back. On this, let us keep 
our fingers crossed as events 
unfolding in the subsequent 
months can only determine.

Another argument going 
for Abaribe is that if  he 
emerged as the governor that 
he will set alot of  things. It 
is highly suggested that he is 
the only character that has 
the capacity to turn around 
situation of  things in the 
state presently. But like every 
other argument which must 
possess a flip side an counter 
argument, there are arguments 
that Abaribe would witness a 
strong opposition from some 
powers in state who depend 
on handouts from state 
treasury, which derogatorily 
is referred as” blood tonic” to 
survive. But the assumption 
is that Senator Abaribe has 
enormous capacity to contain 
this enormous challenge.

Argument in favour of  
Senator Abaribe’s candidacy 
is stretched to the point that 
the Igbo nation urgently 
requires another governor in 
the mould of  Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo, who has just emerged 
governor of  Anambra State, in 
terms of  intellectualism and 
clout, to strengthen its hold in 
the schemes of  political affairs 
in the country. This they say, 
Abaribe fits in perfectly.

Since Abaribe declared 
his ambition to vie for the 
governorship position of  
Abia State in 2023, there is 
a seeming lull in activities 
of  governorship ambition 
declarations.

 The question in many 
lips now is” could it be that 
Abaribe is the proverbial 
magnificent masquerade that 
has taken the centre stage 
only for smaller masquerades 
to scamper for safety”. Let us 
watch and see!

A
s 2021 was winding 
up, Senate Minority 
Leader and former 

deputy governor of  Abia State, 
Senator Enyinnaya Harcourt 
Abaribe handed, what could 
be referred to a Christmas 
gift to Abians. Abaribe, who 
many quarters refer to as the 
“master political strategist” 
declared his ambition to run 
for the gubernatorial race for 
Abia 2023.

This ambition has so far 
unsettled many camps, and 
equally, many nerves are now 
restless by that declaration of  
intentions. Understandably, 
the fears are expected because 
of  the calibre of  the personality 
that has declared his ambition 
to clinch governorship seat.

Borrowing from the biblical 
litotes that” Tarsus is no 
mean city”, Senator Abaribe 
is no mean personality as 
long as Nigerian politics is 
involved. In his home state, 
Abaribe commands what 
could be best described as 
a cult followership. The 
massive crowd that graced 
the reception by his kinsmen 
few days after his formal 
declaration at Ahiaba High 
School, Obingwa LGA, is a 
glaring testimony.

In that occasion, he was 
decorated with the chieftaincy 
title”Maduforo Nde Ngwa” 
which former Senate 
President, Adolphus Wabara, 
solicited should be amended 
to read” Maduforo Nde Igbo”.

Indeed, Wabara’s proposal 
was greeted with a rousing 
approval. This is because 
Senator Abaribe has paid his 
dues as far as Igbo politics is 
concerned. He has remained 
a strong and consistent voice 
in championing the Igbo 
cause and at any given time, 
highlighting the injustices 
meted on the Igbo race. A feat 
which many political analysts 
and observers believe has 
given him a wide and far edge 
in his present ambitions to 
govern the God’s Own State, 
Abia. 

Also, a feat which a staunch 
political analyst and a PDP 
stalwart, who would not want 
his name in print, believes has 
offered the Senate Minority 
Leader a huge advantage over 
other contenders in the Abia 
2023 gubernatorial race.

On the other hand, 
Abaribe’s involvement in the 
IPOB struggle by standing 
surety for Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
the presently incarcerated 
leader of  the group, is a 

Opinion

Abaribe 
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The beauty of death
D

eath! Oh Death!! 
the very thought 
of  it is bitter to 

someone who’s prosperous, 
living peacefully with his 
possessions, free of  worries 
and still able to enjoy his 
food. Whereas its sentence 
is welcome to someone 
living in poverty, with 
failing health, very old, 
burdened with worries, 
blind and without hope. 
Sirach 41 verse 3 advised 
us not to be afraid of  it. 
Because it had come to 
those before us and it will 
come to those after us. And 
that the Lord has decreed 
it for every living creature. 
The Bible went further 
to ask us, who are we to 
object to what the Most 
High wishes. We are also 
told that, in the world of  
the dead, no one will care 
whether one lived ten years, 
a hundred or a thousand 
years.

Death is that which 
comes into being from 
nothing and will return to 
nothing. A person’s body 
amounts to nothing but 
a good reputation will 
last forever. Therefore, 
we are urge to protect our 
reputation, it will outlive 
us and last larger than 
a thousand treasures of  
Gold. A good life lasts only 
a short time but a good 
reputation will last forever.

We are asked biblically 
to mourn for someone that 
dies, that we should weep 
and wail to show how deeply 
we feel the loss. Indeed, we 
are asked to weep bitterly 
and passionately for the 
death of  a dear one. That 
we should observe the 
proper period of  mourning 
for the person, mourn for a 
whole day or maybe two, 
so as to keep people from 
talking. Then, after all that 
we should pull ourselves 
together and reconcile 
ourselves to the loss. We 
are further admonished 
that grief  can undermine 
one’s health and can even 
lead to death. Of  course, 
grief  lingers on after the 
death of  a loved one but it 

is not wise to let it lead to 
someone’s poverty.

Basically, that we 
should not lose ourselves 
in sorrow, we are advised 
to drive it away. Knowing 
fully well that we must all 
die some day. We are made 
to understand again that 
there is no way to bring the 
dead person back. That all 
our sorrow does him or her 
no good, and it hurts you. 
We are asked not to forget 
that we will die someday 
just as the person that died. 
We are also reminded that 
today, it was his or her turn; 
tomorrow it will be ours.  
Again that when the dead 
have been laid to rest, that 
we should let the memory 
of  them fade, and that once 
they are gone, we should 
take courage. 

Oh my goodness, of  all 
these biblical admonitions, 
I still cannot hold back the 
tears down my cheeks that l 
have experienced since l lost 
a dear and lovable woman 

in my life. An Amazon 
of  kindness and support. 
Someone I have always 
looked up to, my role 
model. Someone you will 
see and testify that indeed 
she is a human being. 
My motivator, my home 
supporter, the laughter of  
good news, my counselor 
and my confidant. 

In her death, I ask this 
question, must all mortals 
die and sincerely l received 
a meek and quiet answer 
that says, yes my daughter, 
everything created is bound 
to die someday.

So in as much as we 
weep and wail for the dead, 
God is not unaware of  the 
incident, to us we may be 
asking why?!  Why!! and 
why!!!, the truth of  the 
matter is that, the owner 
has taken His own proper 
time. Therefore, since 
our existence in life, we 
will one day depart to the 
world of  the dead, it’s 
now wise and wiser to 

draw closer to God, who 
knows our ending from 
our beginning. Honestly 
speaking, I am still amazed 
at the death of  Mrs. Hilda 
Adaure Onyeneke (Nee 
Nwachukwu). Ada ora eji 
eme onu. Adanne to both 
the great and powerful. A 
mother of  a renowned Rev. 
Father, a great exemplary 
woman of  our time. A 
mother of  well respected 
and honoured men and 
women in the society, 
Adanne gburugburu.  

Chaii, death you did not 
do well. Oh Death, why? I 
mean how dare you. So my 
brethren, it is now obvious 
to me in particular that, 
indeed all mortals will die 
someday. However, in all I 
weep each hour, and time 
I remember that a humble 
and simple person has 
gone home to her Creator. 
We are advised not to 
question the supremacy of  
God anytime one loses a 
dear one, yet I have come 

to realize that indeed life is 
vanity upon vanity without 
Christ. 

Sometimes I laugh, 
Oh yes I laugh seriously 
because am yet to know the 
true meaning of  this life 
where one loses in a twinkle 
of  an eye, a great and good 
woman to behold. Go in 
peace, we will continue 
to say,  go in peace to the 
dead, yet  our hearts bleed 
so much that unless God 
alone consoles, no one can. 

I understand that every 
pain teaches a lesson and 
every lesson changes a 
reasonable person. And 
my only consolation is 
that each time I weep and 
wail for the dead, God 
understands the emotional 
feeling attached. Who is 
asking me to stop crying 
for the death of  Adanne,  
if  you are in my shoes, 
won’t you cry,  Oh my 
God, if  I have cried amiss, 
forgive me Oh Lord, l am 
not crying in vain and you 
know everything, Father. 

Let us therefore be more 
friendly with God, this is 
because at the end of  our 
time here on earth, we 
shall not be going with our 
husband, wife, children, 
sister, brother but with our 
good work on earth.  Mrs. 
Hilda fought a good fight, 
and she has gone to receive 
her crown of  victory from 
our Messiah, our Creator 
who has taken a saint of  
our time to be with.

In conclusion, my 
brethren, let us console 
ourselves whenever we see 
ourselves in an unexpected 
situation. No matter what 
happens in life, let us keep 
a good heart. A heart of  
patience and trust and 
we should not allow the 
darkness of  this world 
harden our hearts. I am 
smiling, oh yes, I am. 
We need to smile over 
all circumstances around 
us whether good or bad 
because the smile will 
increase our face value. So 
my dearly beloved, let us 
begin to smile......

Shalom.

Hilda Onyeneke 
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pieces can simplify the 
process easily. 

1. Black jean trousers or 
black structured trousers 

Everyone knows black 
trousers go with virtually 
everything and it  is  an 
excellent alternative if  you 

ressing up can be a Dchore.

If  you have to go out 
every day thinking of  what to 
wear can be pretty stressful 
and time-consuming. 

Having some important 

are not into denim or you are 
just tired of  denim. 

2. Black suit and black 
dress 

Another win for a black 
outfit just because it is easy to 
style and looks great on 
whoever wears it. 

3. A fitted blazer 
A blazer can dress up any 

look. Let's say it is a semi-
casual outfit or a business 
date, a blazer completes the 
look perfectly. 

4. A denim jacket 
This is the opposite of  a 

blazer but performs the same 
function. It spices up an 
otherwise drab outfit. 

5. A white shirt 
A white shirt for a man or 

w o m a n  i s  t r u l y 
indispensable, especially, a 
clean white and starched 
shirt. 

6. A nice cardigan 
You need a cardigan for 

those exceptionally cold days 
or if  you are going to places 
where the air conditioner 
might be on full blast and a 
blazer might be too serious. 

7. A hoodie 
This is a more casual 

version of  a cardigan but it 

serves virtually the same 
purpose. 

8. Jeans that fit 
We all need those perfect 

jeans, not too big or small but 
just right. 

9. Cotton T-shirts 
These may be round 

neck, v-shaped or sleeves. 
You can get them in different 
colours. They are perfect for 
days when you do not want to 
think too much about what to 
wear. 

10. Sweatpants 
Sweatpants maximize 

comfort and versatil ity, 
obviously not for a serious 
outing but for weekend 
er rands  and t rave l l ing, 
sweatpants are perfect. 

Style guide: Outfits everyone needs to have 



P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has about 17 
months to complete his 

second tenure and ceases to 
be the President of  Nigeria 
and Commander-in-Chief  
of  the Armed Forces of  
the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria as enshrined in the 
Constitution.

The journey on who 
will succeed him has begun 
in earnest. There have 
been some declarations 
by aspirants from all the 
political parties to succeed 
the outgoing president. The 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) is the ruling party. 
The party is doing everything 
humanly and legally possible 
to ensure that it retains the 
presidency of  Nigeria after 
President Buhari.

President Buhari is from 
the North, particularly 
Northwest. The North has 
produced more heads of  
state and elected presidents 
than the South since the 
independence of  Nigeria. 
Therefore, equity, fairness 
and justice demand that the 
presidency should come to 
the south after President 
Buhari’s eight years in office.

In the South, especially 
since 1999, the southwest had 
produced a civilian president 
in the person of  Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo for eight 
years.  The same southwest 
will be producing a vice 
president for eight years in 
the person of  Vice President 
Yemi Osibanjo by 2023. 
The South-South produced 
President Goodluck 
Jonathan who was a vice 
president and president for a 
cumulative eight years.

The South East is the 
only geopolitical region that 
has never produced either a 
vice president or a president. 
Fairness, equity and justice 
demand that the South East 
should be given the chance to 
field presidential candidates 
by all the political parties in 
Nigeria for 2023.

Why Ogbonnaya Onu’s 1998 
presidential candidacy 
should be revisited

Against this background, 
who should fly the flag of  
APC from the South East? 
Three major political parties 
viz; the All Nigerian Peoples 
Party (ANPP), the Congress 
for Progressives Change 
(CPC) and the Action 
Congress of  Nigeria (ACN) 
merged together and founded 
APC in 2013. President 
Buhari came from the CPC 
bloc. Vice President Osibanjo 
came from the ACN bloc. 
The three past chairmen of  
the party, Chief  Bisi Akande, 
Chief  John Odigie-Oyegun 
and Comrade Adams 
Oshiomhole all emerged from 
the ACN bloc. The defunct 
ANPP bloc is the only one 
yet to be fully accommodated 
in the tripartite arrangement 
that gave birth to APC.

Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu 
was the national chairman 
of  the defunct ANPP at 
the time of  the merger. 
Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu was a 
foundation member of  the 
All Peoples Party (APP) that 
eventually metamorphosed 
to ANPP. Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu won the presidential 
primaries of  the then APP 
in 1998 and he became its 

presidential candidate. Chief  
Olu Falae was the candidate 
of  the defunct Alliance for 
Democracy (AD) while 
Chief  Olusegun Obasanjo 
was the candidate of  the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP). Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu had to relinquish his 
prized presidential ticket and 
ambition in order to assuage 
the feelings of  the Southwest 
which demanded for the 
presidency of  Nigeria as a 
result of  the annulment of  
the June 12, 1993 presidential 
election won by Chief  M.K.O 
Abiola. This is the time for 

the Southwest to reciprocate 
gesture from the Igbos and 
sacrifice for the Southeast in 
the best interest of  equity and 
unity of  Nigeria. 

Dr Ogbonnaya Onu 
listened to the voice of  reason 
and forfeited his cherished 
presidential candidacy 
to Chief  Olu Falae who 
contested on the platform 
of  AD/APP merger. Dr. 
Ogbonnaya Onu is the first 
civilian governor of  old 
Abia State. It is a given or 
a certainty that President 
Buhari would be succeeded 
by a former governor or a 
former political office holder 
with requisite managerial 
acumen and experience. 
Among all those jostling 
to take over from President 
Buhari, Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu is the most qualified 
to succeed him in 2023. Dr. 
Ogbonnaya Onu became a 
governor of  a state before 
all of  them. Ogbonnaya 
Onu had held many elective 
and appointive positions as 
governor, national chairman 
of  ANPP, and now as a 
minister amongst others.

However, he remains 
about the only politician 
with no stain of  corruption 
in his garment. Ogbonnaya 
Onu is a consistent and 
principled politician. Apart 
from President Buhari, he 
is about the only politician 
in Nigeria who has never 
decamped to any other 
political party, especially the 
PDP since the advent of  the 
Fourth Republic democratic 

dispensation. Many of  those 
scheming to take over from 
the President Buhari were 
members of  the PDP in the 
past, they are unprincipled 
politicians who will decamp 
to any government in power 
at the federal level.

Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu 
endured hardship and 
deprivation from 1999 until 
2015 when APC took over 
government at the federal 
level. He never contemplated 
decamping to the PDP to 
feather his political nest. That 
is principle. Dr. Ogbonnaya is 
a first class chemical engineer. 
He is a Ph.D holder and would 
have become an emeritus 
professor if  he had chosen to 
be in the academic field. He 
is the most educated among 
all the aspirants from APC 
and other political parties. He 
is a very humble and God-
fearing man. Above all he 
has the experience, political 
sagacity, comportment and 
temperament to preside over 
the affairs of  Nigeria.

Therefore, there is a need 
for the APC apparatchiks to 
revisit his 1998 presidential 
candidacy because Nigeria 
needs him now more than 
ever before for sacrificing his 
ambition at the time to unite 
the country. President Buhari 
will bequeath the best legacy 
if  he can pick an Igboman, 
particularly Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu to succeed him. The 
feeling of  marginalization by 
the people of  Southeast will 
be taken care of  once and for 
all if  Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu 
succeeds President Buhari.

The worst thing that 
President Buhari would do 
is to hand over Nigeria’s 
future and patrimony to a 
deeply corrupt politician as 
his successor. Some of  these 
individuals angling to be the 
next President of  Nigeria 
will be more powerful and 
stronger than Nigeria itself  if  
they are given the opportunity. 
The country needs a humble 
and meek fellow as president. 
That man is Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu.

Maduako, writes from Owerri

Therefore, there is a need for the APC 
apparatchiks to revisit his 1998 presidential 
candidacy because Nigeria needs him now 

more than ever before for sacri�cing his 
ambition at the time to unite the country. 

President Buhari will bequeath the best legacy 
if he can pick an Igboman, particularly Dr. 

Ogbonnaya Onu to succeed him. The feeling 
of marginalization by the people of Southeast 

will be taken care of once and for all if Dr. 
Ogbonnaya Onu succeeds President Buhari.

Feature
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By Ifeanyi Maduako

Onu



Clergy urges Christian faithful to embrace contentment
 Fr. Godwinev. 

R
Oyekwe

 of  St Raphael’s 
 parish, Awkuzu Catholic

in Oyi Local Government 
Area, Anambra State 
has encouraged young 
clergymen to embrace 
contentment and humility 
in their call and service to 
God.

Oyekwe popularly 
called (Ezemuo) by 
admirers gave the counsel 
during his twenty five years 
anniversary of  priesthood 
ordination saying that 
people should willingly 
accept anywhere the call of  
God takes them to.

According to Oyekwe, 
The day we took our oath 
of  priesthood we accepted 
to go anywhere the people 
of  God reside. It is not 
a matter of  choice but 
service to God.

“I started at Mmiata 
Anam 25 years ago and 
they still recognize my 
Ministerial work in their 
lives that is why they are 
here. Staying there taught 
me ability to cope, adapt to 
any condition in life.

“Young ministers of  the 
gospel should not only wish 

to be posted at seemingly 
lucrative or urban areas for 
Ministerial work. There is 
something they can imbibe 
from remote places because 
God’s people are there, 
“said Fr. Oyekwe.

The celebrator who 
was also addressed as Fr. 
Project said that he always 
focused on accomplishing 
any task or project he 
chose to embark on to a 
conclusive end.

In the address jointly 
signed by Mathew 
Nwankwo and Christian 
Ajaegbo the Parish 
Council Vice Chairman 
and Secretary respectively 
eulogized the achievements 
of  Fr. Oyekwe at St 
Raphael’s Parish.

“Fr. Oyekwe’s 
principle is work, work, 
work. His achievements 
include reconstruction of  
church alter, finishing the 
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T
he leadership of  
Oba Patriotic Union 
(OPU) Youth 

Wing led by Mr. Victor 
Tochukwu Uzochukwu 
has been accorded a full 
tenure as commendation 
for handling many 
security challenges in 
Oba. They also embarked 
on ‘Operation build your 
roads’ thereby attracting 
sponsors to undertake 
construction of  Oba intra 
community roads.

The Oba Youths 
raided and destroyed illicit 
drugs hideouts, quelled 
activities of  armed robbers 
operating within Oba 
axis of  Onitsha/Owerri 
expressway, reduced 
activities of  land grabbers 
in Oba Community, 
Idemili South LGA of  
Anambra State.

According to the 
President General OPU, 
Rev. Chris Emelie, “this 
team of  young men who 
have been working in the 
caretaker committee status 
have proven worthy of  full 
status position”.

“They have handled 
many security challenges 
in Oba community. They 
have been loyal to the 

parent body. So they have 
been given the mandate and 
our blessings to continue 
for duration of  a tenure.

Speaking to our reporter, 
Oba Youths President, 
Tochukwu Uzochukwu 
after thanking the entire 
Oba leadership for the full 
tenureship said that since 
his team’s inception as 
caretaker  committee they 
have reduced criminality in 
the community.

“We have identified 
crime zones and smashed 
criminal hideouts. We 

discovered about 17 bunks 
where they peddle illicit 
drugs and sacked them. 
We assisted the Police in 
reducing criminality on our 
roads and rural areas.

“We have been 
sensitizing our Youths on 
the dangers of  ingesting 
hard drugs via one-on-one 
counseling and campaign 
bill boards. There is a new 
brand of  Youths where 
crime, drug addiction, 
land grabbing is no longer 
attractive.

“We have checked the 

activities of  illegal sand 
mining/excavation which 
has been contributing to 
erosion menace. We have 
commenced the building 
of  a Youth Secretariat/
empowerment center.

Uzochukwu also said 
that his administration 
initiated ‘Operation Do 
your roads’  where the 
youth wing paid courtesy 
call to wealthy sons of  Oba 
community and investors 
urging them to sponsor 
construction of   intra 
community/village roads.

“Under my leadership 
we attracted investors 
and developers. We also 
identified with the wealthy 
indigenes to construct 
roads with drainages and 
asphalt 

“They included, At 
Okuzu village, Rev Uche 
Ukadike, At Isu village, 
Anyadiegwu, Barrister 
Azubike, at Afor-Uzo 
Oba, Obinna Iyiegbu 
(Cubana), At Aboji, Nzelu 
foundation, Paccelli 
Gas plant, Native Dr. 
Akwa have embarked on 
road construction,” said 
Uzochukwu.

The President of  Aboji 
Akanano, Nze Dozie 

Nweke who recommended 
Uzochukwu as Youth 
leader, acknowledged the 
Oba Youths exploits in 
fighting criminality and 
Mkpurummiri peddling.

Nweke encouraged 
them to continue in 
their good work but 
avoid anything that will 
undermine the trust 
that attracted the full 
tenureship.

Also, Member 
Oba Land, Peace and 
reconciliation Committee 
Nze Ifeanyichukwu 
Onwupenata (Ogbataonua 
Oba) said that apart from 
decimating robbery, the 
youths stopped cultism 
and forceful initiation 
into cultism largely 
experienced before the 
present leadership.

In his remarks, former 
President Oba Youths, 
Chief  Obi Ufondu 
(Ochiagha Idemili) said 
that the full tenureship 
was merited and timely 
saying that embarking on 
a fresh Youth election may 
jeopardize the process of  
selecting the EzeOkpoko 
II of  Oba (the next 
traditional ruler of  Oba).

Oba Youths force peddlers, 
robbers out of community

My kingdom 
not chieftaincy 
distribution 
centre, 
monarch tells 
moneybags

The paramount ruler of  Ebem 
Ohafia and the Kpoke (1) 
of  Ekeleugo autonomous 

community, HRH Ezie Ukoha Kalu 
Ukoha has barred undeserving 
individuals from applying for 
chieftaincy recognitions from his 
kingdom.

The traditional ruler made the 
assertion recently, during Ebem 
cultural day celebration. Rather, 
he advised such moneybags to use 
their wealth in developing their 
communities and change lives of  the 
poor around them

He made it clear that even as a 
traditional ruler, he did not possess 
the sole power to award chieftaincy 
title to interested persons but must 
consult his council of  chiefs as well 
as the leadership of  Ebem Ohafia 
Development Union (EODU) before 
taking any public interest decision.

Ezie Ukoha Kalu explained 
that for a person to be considered 
for recognition by his kingdom, 
such individual must have been 
thoroughly screened to determine 
his character, acceptance as well as 
public perception. The king further 
revealed that if  any individual is not 
found worthy, he is automatically 
disqualified for the chieftaincy.

The Ebem paramount ruler advised 
those seeking chieftaincy titles from 
him to first build roads, healthcare, 
schools, among others which are 
needful in their communities, before 
seeking to be chiefs.

“Those who seek recognition must 
first torch lives of  the people before 
coming for chieftaincy titles. It is only 
on account of  what such individual 
has done for his community as well 
as his perception among people that 
he or she may be considered, not 
on account of  the wealth he or she 
commands. My kingdom is not a 
chieftaincy distribution centre”, said 
Ezie Ukoha Kalu.

He frowned at the culture where 
titles are indiscriminately dished out 
to undeserving members of  the public, 
even when they may not deserve it.

Meanwhile, members of  the newly 
elected executive of  Ebem Ohafia 
Development Union (EODU) have  
been inaugurated by Ezie Ukoha Kalu 
Ukoha, with a charge on the members 
to serve the people with truth and 
dedication.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

...attract sponsors to construct roads

architectural design and 
painting of  church building, 
completion of  the belfry 
with automatic electronic 
ringing bell, completion 
of  St Raphael’s plaza 
and making it functional, 
solar electrification of  
the church premises and 
completion of  the Rectory. 
Just recently he promised to 
asphalt the major entrance 
to the parish,” they said.

Elder brother to 

the celebrator, Chief  
Michael Nnekwelugo 
I f e a d i k a n w a n n e 
congratulated him saying 
that his priesthood was 
a divine call not as life 
opportunity.”This is just 
the starting point, more 
celebration awaits him”.

The Chairman of  the 
occasion, Sir and Lady 
Charles Chibuko Akwolu, 
Mr. Osita Uduaga from 
Our Lady of  Lourdes 
parish Mmiata Anam 
prayed God to bless Fr. 
Oyekwe with long life, 
good health and more 
grace.

Also, Chief  John 
Udeanyi of  St Paul’s 
Church, Aguleri otu 
described him as a good 
priest who established a 
secondary school in the 
parish when he was their 
priest wishing him to 
become a Bishop.

Mr. Nnanyelugo 
Chukwuemeka of  St 
Joseph’s Church, Abatete 
thanked God for such a 
priest wishing him golden 
and diamond jubilee 
celebration with good 
health.

Rev. Fr. Godwin Oyekwe (middle) with some well wishers during the silver jubilee priesthood anniversary 

Victor Tochukwu Uzochukwu, Oba Youth President
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...As Ikpeazu calls for calm

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Owaza on fire: Soldiers 
burn houses over alleged 
killing of two colleagues

T
he crisis at Owaza, 
Ukwa West Local 
Government Area 

of  Abia State, which had 
two soldiers killed by 
suspected oil thieves and 
the subsequent burning of  
houses by alleged angry 
soldiers in a reprisal attack 
on the Owaza community 
where the incident took 
place is synonymous to 
what happened at Izombe 
and the Awommama 
communities of  Imo State 
in the recent past. 

Though, the Abia State 
Governor, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu has called for 
calm from all the parties 
involved in the crisis 
while urging them to give 
peace a chance and allow 
the State Government 
an opportunity to find a 
solution to the matter yet 
residents of  Owaza and 
its neighbouring areas of  
Obuzor Asa, Umudobia to 
Obehie, Uzuaku to Okohia 
are still living in fears.

The Governor through 
his Chief  Press Secretary, 
Sir Onyebuchi Ememanka, 
expressed grave concerns 
regarding the ongoing 
reprisal attacks in Owaza 
by soldiers of  the Nigerian 
Army following the alleged 
killing of  some soldiers in 
the community.

News Echo reports that 
soldiers attached to the 144 
Battalion, Asa, Ukwa West 
Local Government Area of  
Abia State have reportedly 
set ablaze homes at the oil-
rich community of  Owaza, 
over the killing of  their 
colleagues by suspected oil 
thieves.

It was learnt that gunmen 
suspected to be illegal oil 
bunkers on Monday night 
attacked three soldiers at 

a checkpoint near the oil 
pipeline between Owaza 
and Obuzor communities 
in Ukwa West LGA, killing 
two in the process.

Infuriated by the killing 
of  their colleagues, the 
soldiers stormed the 
community setting fire 
on houses, shops and any 
structure on sight.

News Echo gathered from 
sources that there was a 
mass exodus of  people 
from Owaza, as residents 
have deserted the area 
even before the arrival of  
the rampaging soldiers 
who reportedly met empty 
buildings they have set 
ablaze.

The oil-rich Owaza is a 
boundary town between 
Abia and Rivers State and 
is regarded as one of  the 
towns with the largest 
deposit of  oil, as it boasts 
of  over 150 oil Wells.

A source also told News 
Echo that one of  the soldiers 
who survived the attack 
alerted the 144 Battalion 
military camp at Asa 
where soldiers attached 
there subsequently invaded 
the community razing 
buildings in retaliation after 
the suspected bunkers must 
have escaped.

The source also said 
that aside from the alleged 
killing of  the two soldiers, 
another issue that may have 
brought about the military 
invasion is the report that 
the rifles of  the two soldiers 
were carted away by their 
killers. 

Reacting, Ikpeazu 
through his Chief  Press 
Secretary, tasked the 
soldiers to show a high level 
of  patriotism and not allow 
the situation to generate 
any further, as the State 
Government continues to 
engage the leadership of  
the Army on the issue.

Consequently, Ikpeazu 
invited the leaders from 
Ukwa West LGA to a 

crucial meeting scheduled 
to hold on Saturday, 
January 22nd, 2022 at the 
Governor’s Lodge, Aba.

Another source reacted 
said; the recent events in 
Owaza cannot be far from 
the fight the Rivers State 
Government has declared 
on illegal oil bunkers and 
pipeline vandals who are 
currently running for other 
safe places to continue their 
illicit business.

“What’s happening in 
Owaza could be linked to 
bunkering. This is not the 
first time this is happening. 
Soldiers in Owaza can attest 
to the fact that they live in 
peace with our people. Our 
people can never hurt those 
soldiers. 

“They’re like our 
brothers because their 
presence is for our good as 
well. Nobody will be bold 
to come out but I can tell 
you that this issue is not 
far from illegal bunkering. 
They may not be expecting 
to meet soldiers there. 

“Those who did this 
are not from Owaza that I 
can say because our people 
relate well with soldiers 
there. I’ll advise the Abia 
state government and the 
Federal Government to 
join what’s happening in 
Rivers State and intensify 
the fight against illegal oil 
bunkering. 

“If  Rivers State succeeds 
in chasing them away, they 
have Abia, Bayelsa and 
Imo as options. Mind you, 
wherever they go, death 
follows. In my view, let 
nobody twist anything here, 
oil bunkers are at it again. 

“Just last week many 
tankers were impounded 
in Aba while they left this 
area. They’re armed and 
ready to fight. I believe 
that the army knowing our 
relationship with them can 
make more inquiries rather 
than doing what they’re 
doing there.”

Scene of  burnt properties

Burnt houses
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However, it was not a smooth 
ride for the bill at the House. There 
was tension in the House as members 
were divided on whether to amend 
the legislation or override the 
President’s vote.

At the opening of  plenary on 
Wednesday, the Speaker, Femi 
Gbajabiamila, beckoned on 
some leaders of  the House, who 
approached his seat.

Shortly after, other leaders and 
ranking members of  the House 
joined the meeting.

Those who met with 
Gbajabiamila included the Deputy 
Speaker, Ahmed Wase; Majority 
Leader, Alhassan Ado-Doguwa; 
Minority Leader, Ndudi Elumelu; 
Chairman, House Committee on 
Finance, James Faleke; Chairman, 
House Committee on Defence, 
Babajimi Benson, among others.

Other lawmakers watched as they 
engaged themselves in arguments for 
over 15 minutes.

Our correspondent observed 
that Elumelu was particularly in 
disagreement with what was being 
said by others at the meeting.

Gbajabiamila consequently 
called for an executive (closed-
door) session, which lasted about 30 
minutes.

As the chamber was opened, 
there was noise in the chamber, 
which showed that there was a 
disagreement among the lawmakers.

Elumelu and the Deputy 
Minority Leader, Toby Okechukwu, 
led other opposition members to a 
corner of  the chamber where they 
met for about five minutes, agreed 
on what to do and dispersed to their 
respective seats.

As the Speaker called the chamber 
to order, he asked that all items on 
the day’s order paper be stepped 
down except the recommital of  the 
electoral bill – Item 6, being first 
motion of  the day; and Item 9, being 
the first report for consideration.

Chairman of  the House 
Committee on Rules and Business, 

Abubakar Fulata, moved the motion 
for the recommital to the Committee 
of  the Whole. Elumelu seconded the 
motion.

Ado-Doguwa moved the 
motion that the House dissolve into 
Committee of  the Whole to consider 
the bill, while Leke Abejide seconded 
the motion.

At the Committee of  the Whole, 
consideration of  the bill did not 
start until 18 minutes, during which 
the lawmakers conferred with 
themselves in groups and copies of  
the legislation were distributed to 
them.

The Speaker recalled how Buhari 
withheld assent to the bill, read 
out Paragraph 5 of  the President’s 
letter to the National Assembly. 
Gbajabiamila also cited Order 12 
Rule 20 of  the Standing Orders of  
the House which prescribed how the 
lawmakers should go about rejected 
bills.

Considering the report by 
the Committee of  the Whole, 
Gbajabiamila put the amended 
Clause 84(2) to voice vote and it was 
unanimously adopted.

The clause now reads, ‘The 
procedure for nomination of  
candidates by political parties for 
various elective positions shall 
be by direct primaries or indirect 
primaries.’

As the House was to revert to 
plenary, an opposition member, 
Dagomie Abiante (PDP/Rivers) 
raised a point of  order to say that 
“there are other errors,” which 
Gbajabiamila said were “being 
looked into.”

The Speaker, however, ruled him 
out of  order, stating that the rules of  
the House, which he had read out, 
were specific about the process and 
the lawmakers were bound by the 
limitations. “We are confined to the 
observations made by Mr. President. 
We have a near-perfect document; 
it may not be perfect but we have a 
near-perfect document,” he stated.

After Gbajabiamila overruled 

Abiante, several lawmakers 
approached the Speaker where they 
were seen pointing out things in the 
bill to him.

After the meeting that lasted 
about 10 minutes, the House adopted 
the report from the Committee of  the 
Whole.

The Speaker explained what 
had been done to the bill, saying, 
“For emphasis’ sake, I need to 
state categorically that what was 
considered and adopted by the 
House was only a clause and that 
was Clause 84(2). “

Chairman of  the House 
Committee on Media and Public 
Affairs, Benjamin Kalu, who 
addressed journalists after the 
session, stated that Buhari was 
specific about the amendments he 
sought from the National Assembly, 
which was having the direct and 
indirect options.

Meanwhile, a coalition of  civil 
society organisations working 
towards the perfection of  the 
electoral process in Nigeria on 
Wednesday rejected the introduction 
of  consensus by the Senate as a mode 
of  nomination of  candidates in the 
Electoral. Act Bill 2021.

The activists, however, 
commended the swift action taken 
by the National Assembly upon 
resumption to review its position 
on direct primaries as the sole mode 
for nomination of  candidates in the 
Electoral Bill 2021.

While expressing fears that the 
new consensus mode “is antithetical 
to democratic principles and will 
result in the subversion of  popular 
will”, the CSOs called for “the 
immediate withdrawal of  this new 
introduction which is alien to the 
original Electoral Bill 2021 to speed 
up the work of  the harmonization 
committee and conclusion of  the 
amendment process on or before the 
21 January 2022 deadline.”

The membership of  the 
CSOs comprised Yiaga Africa, 
International Press Centre, Centre for 

T
he Senate on Wednesday 
included the consensus mode 
of  primary in the Electoral Act 

(Amendment) Bill as suggested by 
President Muhammadu Buhari.

Both chambers of  the National 
Assembly, the Senate and the House 
of  Representatives, however, deleted 
compulsory direct primaries from 
the bill.

While the House gave options 
of  parties adopting direct or indirect 
primaries, the Senate included direct 
and indirect primaries as well as the 
consensus mode as suggested by the 
President.

Buhari said the lawmakers should 
include consensus, besides direct and 
indirect primaries.

He said, “All I said (is that) there 
should be options,” he said. “We 
must not insist that it has to be direct; 
it should be consensus and indirect.”

Buhari had last year vetoed 
the electoral bill and sent it back 
to the National Assembly over the 
restriction of  political parties to 
direct primaries.

Both the Senate and the House 
of  Representatives had suspended 
action on the bill till resumption on 
Tuesday, after the Christmas and 
New Year break.

On Wednesday, the House of  
Representatives amended Clause 
Section 87 of  the Electoral Act 2010 
which is Clause 84 of  the electoral 
bill, by inserting the indirect primary 
option.

The Senate, however, adopted 
Clause 84(2) as recommended by 
the Committee of  the Whole and 
approved direct primary, indirect 
primary or consensus as procedure 
for the nomination of  candidates by 
political parties for elections.

The disagreement between both 
houses is expected to delay the 
passage of  the bill.

The Senate also approved the 
recommended Clause 84(3) which 
prescribes that, “A political party 
that adopts the direct primaries 
procedure shall ensure that all 
aspirants are given equal opportunity 
of  being voted for by members of  the 
party and shall adopt the procedure 
outlined below: (a) In the case of  
presidential primaries, all registered 
members of  the party are to vote 
for aspirants of  their choice at a 
designated centre at each ward of  the 
federation.

It provides further that, “similar 
procedure as in (a) above, shall be 
adopted for governorship senatorial, 
federal and state constituencies.

The Majority Leader of  the 
Senate, Yahaya Abdullahi (APC/
Kebbi-North), had moved a motion 
for the recommital of  the bill to the 
Committee of  the Whole.

Abdullahi noted that the motion 
was against the backdrop of  the 
“need to address the observation by 
Mr. President and make necessary 
amendment in accordance with 
Order 87(c) of  the Senate Standing 
Orders, 2022 (as amended); and 
relying on order 1(b) and 52(6) of  the 
Senate Standing Orders, 2022 ( as 
amended).”

The Senate’s move, it was learnt, 
was based on the request by the 
President.

By Adaora John

Electoral Act amendment: Senate, 
House of Reps divide across 
consensus, direct/indirect lines

Citizens with Disability, The Albino 
Foundation, CLEEN Foundation, 
Institute for Media and Society and 
Nigerian Women Trust Fund.

Others were Premium Times 
Centre for Investigative Journalism, 
Partners for Electoral Reform, Civil 
Society Legislative Advocacy Centre, 
Women Advocates Research and 
Documentation Centre, Nigeria 
Network of  Non-Governmental 
Organizations and Inclusive Friends 
Association.

The groups in a joint statement 
signed on their behalf  by the 
Executive Director of  Yiaga Africa, 
Samson Itodo, rejected the action 
taken by the Senate.

The statement read in part, “We 
reject the decision of  the Senate 
to introduce a completely new 
mode of  ‘consensus’ as a procedure 
for candidates’ nomination. The 
consensus mode is antithetical to 
democratic principles and will result 
in the subversion of  popular will. 
Furthermore, it violates the rights 
of  aspirants to equal participation in 
party primaries and limits the choice 
of  voters to candidates who did not 
emerge from democratic primary 
elections.

“Judging from experience, 
consensus has occasioned a litany 
of  litigation in Nigeria’s electoral 
process. We call on the Senate 
to, in line with the popular will 
of  Nigerians, adopt the position 
of  the House of  Representatives 
which now recognizes direct and 
indirect primaries as procedure for 
nomination of  candidates.”

The groups said the divergent 
positions of  both chambers could 
delay the speedy conclusion of  the 
process.

“We therefore call for the 
immediate withdrawal of  this new 
introduction which is alien to the 
original Electoral Bill 2021 to speed 
up the work of  the harmonization 
committee and conclusion of  the 
amendment process on or before the 21 
January 2022 deadline,” the CSOs said.

Lawan Gbajabiamila
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
n Abia State 
High Court sit-
ting in Umuahia 

on Wednesday ordered the 
federal government to pay 
the sum of  One billion na-
ira (N1bn) to the leader of  
Indigenous People Of  Bia-
fra (IPOB) Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu for the invasion of  his 
home in Umuahia by the 
military.

The Court, presided over 
by Justice Benson Anya 
gave the order while deliver -
ing judgment in the Nnam-
di Kanu vs FG and others, 
at the Umuahia High Court 
complex, Ikot Ekpene road.

The Court held that the 
2017 invasion of  the home 
of  the detained IPOB leader 
by the military was illegal, 
unconstitutional, notorious, 

IPOB wins round 1 as Abia court condemns
Kanu’s home invasion, awards N1b damages

brazen and was against his 
fundamental human rights.

It also decided that it was 
the invasion of  Kanu’s home 
in 2017 by the military that 
forced him to flee his home, 
for the fear of  being killed. 
Reacting to the ruling, the 
counsel to Nnamdi Kanu, 
Barr Alloy Ejimakor hailed 
the ruling, noting that “the 
gavel has fallen in search 
for justice.”  He expressed 
the hope that the federal 
government would pay the 
damage, in respect to the 
law.

But the counsel to the fed -
eral government, Amos Tori 
said he would first obtain 
the copies of  the judgment 
and take it to the legal team 
of  the federal government, 
for study of  the ruling.

The celebrated case led 
to the condoning off  of  
some roads and adjourning 

streets that connects to the 
Umuahia High Court, with 
heavy presence of  security 
men stationed on all strate-
gic roads like Finbers, Ikot 
Ekpene road and School 
road.

In similar development, 
the detained leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra, IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu, 
on same day, Wednesday, 
pleaded not guilty to the 
fresh amended 15-count 
treasonable felony charge 
the Federal Government 
preferred against him at an 

Nekede Poly commences 6 new academic programmes 

Abuja Federal High Court.
On the appearance of  

Kanu, the Prosecution 
counsel, Mr. Shuaibu La-
baran, told the court that he 
was ready to proceed with 
the trial and announced, he 
brought two witnesses to tes -
tify against the Defendant. 
Kanu’s lead counsel, Chief  
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, 
who told the court that he 
had on Tuesday evening, 
filed a 43-paged Preliminary 
Objection for the charge to 
be quashed and struck out 
without the matter proceed-

ing to trial also informed 
they are further request-
ing that the Defendant be 
discharged and acquitted 
as there is nothing in the 
charge and therefore has no 
basis no basis at all.

Ozekhome said “We also 
have a motion requesting 
the court to grant bail to 
the Defendant”, Ozekhome 
added.

FG’s lawyer, Labaran, on 
his part, argued that Kanu’s 
two applications were not 
ripe for hearing, stressing 
that he would require time 
to go through them so as to 
be able to respond.

“In essence, business of  

I
n a rare stride of  academ -
ic innovativeness and 
excellence, the Federal 

Polytechnic Nekede under 
the leadership of  Engr. Dr. 
Michael Arimanwa FNSE, 
has secured the approval of  
the National Board for Tech -
nical Education (NBTE) to 
run six fresh programmes.

Essentially, these academ-
ic programmes are borne 
out of  the innovative in-
genuity of  the institution’s 
Rector aimed at developing 
capacity and expanding edu-
cational frontiers in the fore-
most institution of  higher 
learning. 

The six programmes are 
ND Animal Health and 
Production Technology, 
ND Welding and Fabrica-
tion Engineering Technol-
ogy, HND Art and Design 
(Ceramics), HND Art and 
Design (Sculpture), HND 
Art and Design (Textile) and 
ND Printing Technology. 

The beauty of  these pro-
grammes well transcends the 

(L-R) Barr. Ifeanyi Ejiofor; Mazi Nnamdi Kalu (middle) and Chief Mike Ozekhome (SAN) inside the court room 
last  Tuesday.

numerical boost they have 
given to the already existing 
33 programmes run by the 
institution. This is because 
these courses are essentially 
credible, relevant, timely and 
economically viable, espe-
cially at a time when both the 
immediate society and global 
world are in need of  man-
power in the areas. 

In a memo signed by Arc. 
Ngbede Ogor, Director of  
Polytechnic Programmes on 
behalf  of  the Executive Sec-
retary of  NBTE, Prof. Idris 
Bugaje, the Board gave the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
nod to admit students in the 
afore-listed programmes ef-
fective 2021/2022 academic 
session.

The general public is 
therefore advised to take ad-
vantage of  the phenomenal 
development to acquire the 
entrepreneurial skills which 
the six new programmes offer 
students. 

It is remarkable that the 
commencement of  six new 

the day cannot be allowed 
to be truncated by these 
applications”, he argued. 
In a brief  ruling, Justice 
Nyako noted that since 
Kanu’s first application is 
challenging the propriety of  
his trial as well as compe-
tence of  the charge against 
him, the court ought to hear 
it first.

“As for the second motion 
(on the issue of  bail), I don’t 
even want to talk about it, at 
least not at this stage”, Jus-
tice Nyako held.

The court subsequently 
adjourned till February 16 
to hear the pending appli-
cation.

programmes of  entrepreneur-
ial scope and dimension at the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede, 
has once again, underscored 
the creative and excellent 
leadership style of  its Rector, 
Engr. Dr. Michael Ariman-
wa, who is also a foremost 
alumnus of  the institution.

Thus, it is evident that the 
cerebral and hardworking 
polytechnic boss wants his al-
mamater to run courses that 
are closely tied to the man-
power needs of  the nation 
and beyond at a time like this. 

A programme in Welding 
and Fabrication, for instance, 
is a much-sought-after one in 
Nigeria owing to infrastruc-
tural deficit on the one hand, 
and oil and gas development 
on the other. 

In a few years from now, 
therefore, it is expected that 
the Federal Polytechnic Nek-
ede would be a viable recruit-
ment site for manpower by 
oil companies and organiza-
tions, who are in dire need 
of  professionals in the pro-

grammes already scheduled 
by the institution.

It is also laudable that at 
a time when Nigerian oil 
companies are scouting for 
technicians in Welding and 
Fabrication, abroad, the Fed-
eral Polytechnic Nekede has 
come to the rescue, thus un-
derpinning the nexus between 
education and development. 

Since assuming office as 
8th substantive Rector of  the 
institution, it bears recalling 
Engr. Dr. Michael Arimanwa 
has always envisioned and 
established the Federal Pol-
ytechnic Nekede as a smart 
bastion of  learning in every 
ramification, a fact which 
informs his unbundling of  
Computer Studies into six 
specialized programmes to 
meet the growing needs of  
the nation.

This shows that the poly-
technic is on the vanguard 
of  setting pace for a robust 
academic and developmental 
initiative and emancipation in 
Nigeria.  

We don’t have camp in Lilu
– IPOB tells security agencies
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

P
roscribed Indige-
nous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) has denied the 

social media report by the 
Nigerian Army over the kill-
ing of  their members at Lilu 
forest in Ihiala Local govern-
ment area of  Anambra state.

News Echo reports that the 
Director Army Public Re-
lations, Brigadier General 
Onyema Nwachukwu on 
Monday in a press statement 
noted that “Troops of  the 
Nigerian Army (NA) in a 
joint operations conducted 
with other security agencies 
have dislodged a notorious 
stronghold of  the proscribed 
Indigenous People of  Biafra ( 
IPOB) and its armed affiliate, 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) at Lilu Forest in Ihiala 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State.

Refuting the claim, Me-
dia and Publicity Secretary 
for IPOB, Comrade Emma 
Powerful, in a press release to 
newsmen on Wednesday said 
“We the global movement 
and family of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) un-
der the command and leader-
ship of  our great leader, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu, wish to reiter-
ate, that IPOB and ESN op-
eratives have no camp in Lilu 
in Ihiala LGA of  Anambra 
State. We are not militants 
and criminals and don’t need 
any camp in Ihiala LGA. We 
are identifiable and we are all 
over Biafra land and IPOB 
branches in the Diaspora”.

“Nigeria security agencies 
are using the hatred they 
have on the people of  Biafra 
particularly IPOB and ESN 
members to unleash cruelty 
on the people living in these 
communities where they sus-
pect that criminals are taking 
refuge”. 

“If  criminals take refuge 
in any community in Biafra 
land, that doesn’t make them 
IPOB members or ESN oper-
atives. We have also not said 
there are no more criminal 
gangs in Biafra land just like 
every other country even in 
the advanced Western na-
tions. But we won’t accept the 
tagging of  every criminal ele-
ment found in Biafra as IPOB 
member or ESN operative”.

Recall that some of  these 
criminals were already men-
tioned by IPOB leadership 
sometime during a broadcast. 
IPOB leadership said these 
criminals were unleashing 
mayhem on innocent citizens 
in some communities. Some 
of  these hoodlums were a cre-
ation of  wicked politicians in 
their desperation to discredit 
IPOB and ESN.

The statement further reads 
that “It is therefore, wicked 
and annoying that the Nigeria 
Army, Police and DSS will 
keep dishing out falsehood 
against IPOB and ESN by 
claiming that these criminals 
when arrested, are IPOB and 
ESN members. The so-called 
camp where these said crim-
inals were arrested does not 
belong to ESN. They should 
stop lying against us”.

… Abuja High Court adjourns to February 16  
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Nnamdi Kanu never denied IPOB
in court - Lawyer 
T

he leader of  Indige-
nous People of  Bia-
fra, Nnamdi Kanu, 

never denied being the lead-
er of  the Igbo nationalist or-
ganisation while taking his 
plea at a Federal High Court 
in Abuja on Wednesday, his 
lawyer, Ifeanyi Ejiofor, has 
said.

According to the lawyer, 
the clarification became 
necessary because of  what 
he described as “deliberate 
misrepresentation/false-
hood and wrong narratives 
being perpetuated by some 
mischief  makers” and gain-
ing prominence in social 
media.

Ejiofor said this in a state-
ment on Thursday titled, 
“Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu never denied being 
the leader of  IPOB – Let the 
records be set straight”.

According to him, it was 
pertinent to provide clarifi-
cation and clear the doubt.

He said, “S.M. Labaran 
Esq, who stood in yesterday 
(Wednesday) for the Direc-
tor of  Public Prosecution of  
the Federation is a colleague 
I hold in high esteem, but I 
shall resist every mischie-
vous ploy being adopted to 
misinform the unsuspecting 
members of  the public who 

were not privy to the details 
of  the proceedings in court 
yesterday, with a wrong and 
mischievous interpretation 
of  the purport of  the plea 
taken by our indefatiga-
ble client – Onyendu Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu.

“For the records, Onyendu 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu never 
denied being the leader of  
IPOB while taking his plea, 
but only stoutly denied the 
fact that IPOB is a terrorist 
organisation and that be-
ing its leader is an offence, 
which position is well in-
formed.

“Members of  the public 
should be well guided that 
the status of  the black mar-
ket order proscribing IPOB 
is a subject of  Appeal in Ap -
peal Number: Appeal No. 
CA/A/214/2018, pending 
before the Court of  Appeal, 
Abuja Division.

“That being said, it is only 
laughable that the Feder-
al Government of  Nigeria 
(FGN) in their desperate 
but futile attempt to give 
a dog a bad name in order 
to hang it, brought a charge 
bordering on the status of  
IPOB, a subject matter of  
a competent Appeal, where 
issues have been joined with 

News Echo  

the same FGN.  
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Nnamdi Kanu’s Lawyer, Barr Alloy Ejimakor speaking to journalists at Umuahia High Court, after winning the case.

11,060 vehicles impounded, 327 lives
lost during Yuletide - FRSC 

T
he Federal Road Safe-
ty Corps impounded 
no fewer than 11,060 

vehicles and booked 20,845 
motorists for various traffic 
violations during its 2021 
‘Operation Zero Tolerance 
Special Patrol’ which com-
menced on December 15, 
2021, and ended on January 
15, 2022.

During the period, the 
Corps also recorded 600 

crashes involving 4,649 per-
sons which claimed 327 lives.

Providing an update on the 
special operation at a briefing 
in Abuja on Thursday, the 
Corps Marshal, Dr. Bobo-
ye Oyeyemi, attributed the 
crashes to speed violation, 
driving under influence of  
drugs and alcohol, continu-
ous night journey leading to 
fatigue, dangerous driving, 
wrongful overtaking, worn 

out and expired tyres, and 
overloading.

He stated, “Within the pe-
riod under review, a total of  
600 road traffic crashes were 
recorded, involving 4,649 
people with 327 people killed 
and 1,916 injured, while 
2,406 people were rescued 
without injuries.

“Also, a total of  20,845 
offenders were apprehend-
ed and booked for violating 

24,214 different traffic infrac-
tions with 11,060 vehicles im-
pounded and 9,787 confisca-
tions recorded.”

The FRSC further said a 
comparative analysis of  road 
traffic crashes recorded in 
2021 and 2020 revealed a nine 
per cent reduction in crash 
cases; three per cent reduction 
in the number of  people in-
volved; 26 per cent reduction 
in the number of  people killed 
and nine per cent reduction in 
the number of  people injured.

“However, a comparative 
analysis of  enforcement with-
in the special patrol in 2021 
and 2020 indicates 26 per 
cent increase in road traffic 
violators, 32 per cent increase 
in traffic offences, 18 per cent 
increase in the number of  ve-
hicles impounded and 35 per 
cent increase in the number 
of  confiscations, the FRSC 
boss explained.

Oyeyemi disclosed that 
the Corps would enforce the 
installation of  speed limiting 
devices by commercial buses 
this year in line with the Pres-
idential directive.

According to him, while 
trucks had obeyed the direc-
tive on the speed limiters, only 
144,599 commercial buses 
have installed the device since 
2015 when the campaign 
started. Consequently, he said 
the Corps intended to accom-
plish a 15 per cent reduction 
in road traffic crash fatality 
this year, enhance road safe-
ty partnership for innovation 
intervention and consolidate 
on traffic data system for im-
proved road safety policy for-
mulation.

Troops eliminated 49 terrorists, 863 others 
surrendered  - Defence Headquarters

T
he Defence Head-
quarters said troops 
killed 49 terrorists and 

bandits across theatres of  
operations while 863 terror-
ists surrendered in the last 
two weeks.

The Director, Defence 
Media Operations, Major 
Gen. Bernard Onyeuko, 
made this known while 
giving an update on opera-
tions of  the armed forces on 
Thursday in Abuja.

Onyeuko said troops of  
Operation Hadin Kai, neu-
tralised 37 terrorists, arrest-
ed 17 and recovered 21 as-
sorted arms and 117 rounds 
of  different calibres of  am-
munition.

He added that four gun 
trucks were captured from 
the terrorists while 16 ab-
ducted civilians were res-
cued within the period.

Onyeuko said the 863 
terrorists and their families 
comprising 136 adult males, 
251 adult females and 476 

children surrendered to 
troops.

He said they surrendered 
at different locations includ-
ing Banki, Bama, Dikwa, 
Gwoza and Gamboru towns 
in Borno within the period.

He said, “The surrendered 
terrorists have been properly 
profiled and handed over to 
appropriate authorities for 
necessary actions.

“Relatedly, the Air Com-
ponent scored devastating 
hits on terrorists’ stronghold 
at Arina Chiki village in the 
Lake Chad Basin in Borno 
State.

“This resulted in the neu-
tralisation of  scores of  the 
terrorist, while several others 
escaped with various degrees 
of  injuries.

“This feat was achieved 
on January 14, when on the 
heels of  credible intelligence, 
a force package of  NAF plat -
forms were dispatched to 
attack the identified location 
which the terrorists used as a 

venue for biweekly meetings.
 “Consequently, the NAF 

platforms took out the ter-
rorists in successful turns of  
airstrikes,” he said.

On Operation Hadarin 
Daji, Onyeuko said the 
troops eliminated 12 bandits 
and arrested 15 including 
their collaborators within the 
period.

He added that 16 assort-
ed arms and 136 rounds of  
different calibres of  ammu-
nition as well as 114 rustled 
livestock were recovered.

According to him, troops 
recovered three extra mag-
azines of  AK-47 rifle and 
four motorcycles from ban-
dits, while three kidnapped 
victims were rescued in the 
course of  the operations.

Onyeuko disclosed that 
troops of  Operation Safe 
Haven arrested 27 criminal 
elements and rescued six 
kidnapped victims at various 
locations in Plateau and Ka-
duna States during the peri-
od.

Isu lawmaker empowers 
44 constituents 
By Ikenna Orioha

L
awmaker represent-
ing Isu State Con-
stituency in Imo 

States House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Mrs. Ngozi Obiefule, 
has empowered 44 persons 
with a hundred thousand 
naira each to help them 
start up trade, boost their 
businesses to eke out a 
proper living. She also gift-
ed them with bags of  rice 
and others for the yuletide 
celebration.

The empowerment 
which took place at Isuok-
poro, Isu local government 

area, Imo State, recently, 
left the beneficiaries ju-
bilating and appreciating 
God for using the law-
maker to affect their lives 
meaningfully, praying for 
more divine strength and 
direction as she works for 
the good of  her people.

Giving the largesse, 
Obiefule said the gesture 
was aimed at helping the 
beneficiaries start up trade, 
boost their businesses in 
order to reduce hardship at 
the constituency, explain-
ing that the largesse was in 
fulfillment of  her election 
promise to the people, urg-
ing them to use the money 
judiciously so that they 
beat poverty, as well as em-
power others.

The lawmaker who had 
previously empowered 
and sponsored 10 gradu-
ates from her constituen-
cy overseas (United States 
of  America and Cyprus) 
through her scholarship 
scheme for advanced stud-
ies, promised to make the 
empowerment a continu-
ous program with a view 
to ensuring that every con-
stituent shares in her div-
idends of  democracy for 
continued peace, comfort 
and security.
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look which is perfect for 
lounging. 

Everyday look on cold 
days 

S t i l l  r o c k i n g  t h i s 
monochromatic look and 
wearing one of  the sexiest 
colours - yellow. 

Men truly need to wear 
other colours apart from 

shoes are gorgeous. 
Casual outing with 

friends 
One of  the best things 

about Steve now is his use of  
colour, most times aiming 
for a monochromatic look 
(one colour scheme) in a way 
that makes sense. 

He explores this casual 

statement “ageing like fine 
wine” true. 

Lunch date 
Here Steve is wearing 

Tom Ford, what is great 
about  this  look is  the 
kimono looking silk shirt 
g i v i n g  i t  a  s o f t  y e t 
fashionable look and those 

e n ,  ge t  s o m e Mf a s h i o n 
inspiration from 

Steve Harvey.
American T.V host 

Steve Harvey has found the 
perfect stylist for him. The 
name of  his stylist is Elly 
Karamoh, and they make an 
unbeatable fashion team. 

Almost everyone has 
noticed a change in Steve's 
f a s h i o n ,  m a k i n g  t h e 

a c k i e  A i n a  i s  a 

JNigerian-American 
Youtuber, influencer, 

makeup artist and an 
overall creative woman. 
A cursory stroll into 
J a c k i e ' s  I n s t a g r a m 
account will have you 
swimming in luxurious 
content. Her outfits cost 
hundreds and thousands 
of  dollars, not to mention 
her shoes and bags. 

J a c k i e  i s  o u r 

insp i ra t ion  never  to 
compromise on luxury; 

1. Lushly pink 
For the met gala, 

Jackie wore this lush pink 
silk gown made by Fe 
Noel. 

2. Perfect blue 
Jackie is perfect in this 

blue suit from Marcell 
Von Berlin. 

3. Golden Jackie 
J a c k i e  l o o k s  a s 

expensive as you can get 

in this shimmering gown, 
and a collection of  shoes 
that says, 'I have money.' 

4 .  C h a n n e l l i n g 
Marilyn 

Jackie channels her 
inner Marilyn Monroe in 
this  gown by Albina 
Dylan. 

5. It's all about fur 
Jackie is rich and 

plum in this bodysuit 
from House of  CB and fur 
coat from Missguided. 

black. Plus, one fashion item 
t h a t  i s  n e g l e c t e d  b u t 
effortlessly stylish is the 
sweater. 

Winter fashion 
Everything about this 

look is impeccable. The fit, 
t h e  c o l o u r,  t h e  c o a t . 
Everything fits perfectly and 
the shoes are magical. 

Semi-formal events 
Another impeccable use 

of  colour by Steve and this 
s h ow s  h ow  i m p o r t a n t 
getting the perfect fit is. The 
jacket's fit is impeccable, and 
the shoes look great. 

Church and weddings 
S t e ve  a l s o  r o c k s  a 

double-breasted suit  to 
perfection, and the best part 
of  this look is the use of  
colour. 

Men's fashion inspired by Steve Harvey

Style inspiration: 5 times
Jackie Aina looked lavishly
luxurious 
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n  w h o s e  h e a d 

Oshould the blame of  
cheating rest?

When partners find the 
balance in their relationship 
upset by cheating, who 
should get the blame, and on 
whose head should fault rest? 

Picture this - someone 
steps outside his marriage or 

ome would take cute 

Slittle handwritten love 
letters over a piece of  

jewelry you bought for them 
and vice versa. People give 
and receive love differently, 
and this is why you should 
u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  l o ve 
language, especially for you 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  p e o p l e . 
C o n f u s i o n  a n d 
miscommunicat ion  are 
bound to occur when two 
people speak two different 
l a n g u a g e s  e i t h e r  o n e 
understands; the same thing 
goes for love languages. 
There are five primary love 
languages; 

Words of affirmation 
This is my favourite, 

maybe because it's my top 
lobe language. Verbal or 
written confessions express 
this love language. If  you 
enjoy hearing “I love you” 
words of  encouragement, 
appreciation, compliments, 

comments that make you feel 
loved, seen, and appreciated, 
then your love language is 
words of  affirmation. 

Quality time 
You enjoy quality time as 

a love language if  you always 
love when your favourite 
people are around, always 
finding time to hang out with 
you and basically be in the 
same space as you. You never 
get tired of  seeing their faces; 
when it's time for them to 
leave, you become utterly sad 
thinking about their absence 
again. 

Acts of service 
Do you enjoy it when 

your partner or people you 
love go all out for you just to 
make things easier for you. 
Picking you up for work 
every morning, helping you 
with that delivery, getting 
you your favorite snacks 
when you are sick or a bit 
sad, or helping you research 

on a particular project you 
a r e  o n .  T h e n  yo u  a r e 
definitely someone who 
deeply cherishes people who 
make your life very soft and 
comfortable. 

Gifts 
Gifts are a big deal for 

some people,  and they 
always want to be gifted 
something meaningful and 
well thought out. Most times, 
it is not always about the 
monetary value(sometimes 
sha, it is), but the thought 
that went into thinking of  
those particular gifts. 

Physical touch 
If  your top love language 

is physical touch, you love 
that feeling of  warmth and 
comfort that comes from 
physical touch; either in hugs 
or holding hands. You just 
feel a deeper connection 
when you hug such persons 
or hold hands with them. 

It is important to note 
that you can have more than 
one love language, but one is 
always your top language. 

Your understanding of  
how you want to be loved or 
receive love will help your 
partner or people you love to 
communicate their love for 
you better. 

aggrieved to also have to bear 
the responsibility for someone 
e l s e ' s  a c t i o n s  a n d 
indiscretions. 

Some cheaters are just 
insensitive and inconsiderate 
in their decision to step out of  
the commitment they have 
with their significant other. 

Cheating is not an event, 

ou like a girl, and Yyou want to make 
a  l a s t ing  f i r s t 

impression, but your shy 

o u r  p o s t - c o i t u s Ybehaviour could have 
a huge impact on 

your health.
Sex  i s  an  en joyab le 

activity and the best form of  
intimacy a couple can have in 
their relationship. 

While there are many tips 
on tricks on how to be more 
intimate with your partner 
there are other health factors 
to be considered after sexual 
activity. 

It is important to take the 
proper steps some point after 
intimacy to make sure you're 
protecting yourself  and the 
person you are involved with. 

Although it is important 
t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r 
reproductive health is 10/10, 

do not involve yourself  in 
these acts. 

Rush to the bathroom
It is true that easing 

yourself  after sex can help 
clear the urethral tract of  any 
bacteria introduced during sex 
that can lead to painful UTIs, 
but you don't need to do it 
r ight away and ruin the 
moment. 

Sleeping in lingerie
After sex, your skin tends 

to be warm and damp, thanks 
to  perspirat ion,  vaginal 
s e c r e t i o n s,  a n d  s e m e n . 
Sleeping in your underwear 
traps the moisture and you run 
the risk of  a yeast infection. 

Use wet wipes
If  you're sensitive to 

chemica l s  l i ke  a l coho l , 
glycerin, scents, and certain 
oils, using a flushable wet 

wipe after sex can cause 
irritation since you're more 
susceptible to skin issues after-
intercourse 

Wash your vagina with 
soap

You might be tempted to 
cleanse your private area with 
soap but the truth is vaginas 
are self-cleaning organs, there 
is simply no need for us to use 
soaps or detergents in your 
privates. Clean warm water 
should be enough to dispel 
any lubricants or fluids. 

Shave right after sex
You're more likely to 

develop irritation if  you shave 
right after sex, this is because 
during sex women experience 
an increased blood flow to the 
genital area making them 
really sensitive. 

self  is wondering how to 
start the conversation? 

When you are with 
her, are you at a loss for 
words, and everything 
e n d s  u p  b e c o m i n g 
awkward? 

If  you relate to any of  
these questions, this post 
might help you ask the 
right questions. You don't 
necessarily need to be 
courageous or  be  an 
extrovert to converse well 
with a girl; below are some 
tips you should know. 

1. Compliment her 
W o m e n  l i k e 

compliments, but sincere 
o n e s .  W h e n 
complimenting a girl, say 
something you honestly 
like about her without 
sounding too cheesy. A 
simple, 'the dress looks 
amazing on you' will do. 
Keep it short and genuine. 
If  you go overboard with 

too many compliments, 
you'll sound insincere and 
creepy. 

2. Introduce yourself 
This may seem like the 

oldest trick in the book, 
but it still works. When 
you want to approach a 
girl, but you don't know 
what to say, you can tell 
her your name and why 
you approached her in the 
first place. Keep it short 
because you may seem 
self-absorbing if  you talk 
about yourself  too much. 
Always remember to ask 
her questions to ensure 
she is engaged in the 
conversation. 

3. Refer to a common 
interest 

If  you are at a party, 
y o u  c a n  s t a r t  a 
conversation with "nice 
party, do you know the 
host?" If  you both attend a 
class together, you can 

start with that. Common 
interests are a great way to 
break the ice and be 
casual. 

4. Use a pickup line 
T h i s  t i p  i s  f o r 

extroverts and people that 
aren't scared of  getting 
ignored. If  you're the shy 
type, pickup lines aren't 
the best option because 
t h e y  d o n ' t  w o r k 
sometimes. When they do 
work, they make the girl 
l a u g h  a n d  s p a r k 
conversations. 

5. Request guidance 
This is almost the 

surest way to start a convo 
because people are always 
happy to help. If  you work 
in the same office, you can 
ask for her guidance on a 
particular project, and if  
you at tend the same 
school, you can approach 
her for notes or directions. 

their commitment zone but 
then, that's only on the face 
of  it… 

Joint responsibility for 
cheating 

When you dig a little 
d e e p e r  i n t o  c h e a t i n g 
scenarios and what drove 
some happy men and women 
into cheating it becomes 
difficult to place all the blame 
solely at these people's feet. 

Cheating does not always 
happen in a vacuum. So in 
some cases, people cheated 
would need to wake up and 
smell the coffee - all the 
blame is not always for the 
cheater. 

People like to generalize 
every situation under the 
theoretic rule that the cheater 
is always at fault. However, in 
reality, it is not always as cut 
a n d  d r i e d  a s  t h a t  a n d 
sometimes, there are gray 
areas. While the cheater 
surely gets blame, the person 
cheated on could also be at 

relationship to find what he 
should be getting from no 
one but his partner, shouldn't 
the fault be his in totality? 

The cheater bears the 
responsibility for cheating 

Generally, cheaters get 
t h e  b l a m e  f o r  t h e i r 
philandering because, it'd be 
i l logical for the person 

we all know. It's a series of  
actions and some people do 
not bother to consider the 
impact that their wrong 
choices would have on their 
partner and relationship. 

And for some of  these 
people, it does not really 
matter what a partner does or 
what they don't. It does not 
matter that a partner is 
dedicated to making things 
work, it does not matter that 
these partners try their best to 
m a k e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
p e a c e f u l ,  h e a l t hy  a n d 
successful. 

They don't care about 
stuff  like that; they just go all 
out and do as they please, 
without a care in the world 
for the consequences of  their 
actions. 

So on the face of  it and in 
this context, it does not make 
sense to blame anyone but 
those who stepped out of  

fault in some way. 
A little introspection 

might show the cheated that 
t h e y  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r 
unconsciously left gaps in the 
re la t ionsh ip  –  gaps  o f  
communication, affection 
and other bonding activities – 
and it  is  through these 
unguarded spaces that their 
partners fell into the heavy 
waves of  temptation that 
would later overwhelm them 
and become their undoing. 

To ensure that they do 
their best to stay true to their 
partners, and also to ensure 
that they make it reasonably 
easy for their partner to do 
same. You're in it together, 
after all. 

Yo u r  a c t i o n s  a n d 
inactions could make it a 
little easier or very difficult 
for your partner to fall into a 
temptation he or she has been 
struggling with outside their 
commitment zone. 
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he Super Eagles of  TN i ge r i a  b o o k e d 
their place in the 

round of  16 in emphatic 
fashion with an impressive 
100% record in the group 
stage which culminated 
with a two nil victory 
against the Djurtus of  
Guinea-Bissau in the last 
Group D encounter at 
Stade Roumde Adjia in the 
port city of  Garoua, the 
capital of  Cameroon's 
northern region. They 
maintained a dominant 
form to end their group 
campaign, winning the 
maximum points from 
three matches – the only 
team to record such feat in 
the ongoing tournament 
and the interim coach, 
Augustine Eguavoen, who 
equaled his own record as 
the only coach of  the Super 
Eagles to maintain such 
record at the group stage, a 
feat he managed in the 2006 
edition held in Egypt where 
he had the likes of  Vincent 
Enyeama, Jay Jay Okocha, 
O b a f e m i  M a r t i n s , 
Nwankwo Kanu, Obinna 
Nsofor, Taye Taiwo etc. 
They came out third best in 
that edition beating Senegal 
by a lone goal in the third 
place match after losing out 
to the Ivory Coast in the 
semi-finals with Ivorian 
and Chelsea legend, Didier 
Drogba scoring the only 
goal of  the encounter. The 
Ivorians lost out to the 
Pharoahs of  Egypt in the 
finals on penalty shoot outs.

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
finally added to their initial 
haul of  two AFCON titles 
in South Africa 2013 under 
the tutelage and guidance 
of  the late Stephen Keshi 
w h o s e  s i d e  h a d  t h e 
presence of  Joseph Yobo as 
captain, John Obi Mikel, 
Victor  Moses,  Ogenyi 
Onaz i ,  E fe  Ambrose, 
Elderson Echiejile, Vincent 
Enyeama, Efe Ambrose, 
Ahmed Musa, Emmanuel 
Emenike and others. They 

beat Burkina Faso by a goal 
in the final to lift the famed 
trophy for a third time.

The closest the Super 
Eagles of  Nigeria came 
close to winning the much 
coveted African trophy was 
in Egypt 2019 where they 
lost out to eventual winners 
Algeria in the semi-finals 
but went on to beat Tunisia 
in the third place match 
with Odion Ighalo scoring 
the only goal of  the game.

At the start of  the 
o n g o i n g  A F C O N  i n 
Cameroun, they looked to 
b u i l d  o n  t h a t  l a s t 
performance and possibly 
go ahead to win it as they 
are now been tipped by 
pundits and bookmakers to 
go all the way and clinch the 
title from under the noses of  
the host nation who seem 
like the side to beat having 
gone unbeaten in their three 
g r o u p  g a m e s  b e a t i n g 
Burkina Faso and Ethiopia 
b e f o r e  p l ay i n g  o u t  a 
surprise 1-1 draw with Cape 
Verde in their last group 
g a m e  a f t e r  a l r e a d y 
qualifying for the knockout 
stage and hoped to keep a 
100% record. 

T h e  A F C O N 
campaign would have been 
marred by the absence of  
Victor Osimhen who was 
ruled out due to facial 
i n j u r y,  O d i o n  I g h a l o 
dropped as a result of  
irregularities unresolved 
between the NFF and his 
Saudi Arabian side Al 
Shabbab. Also Emmanuel 
Dennis who has been ever 
present for Watford in the 
English Premier League 
was lef t  out  for  some 
technical issues resulting to 
him being dropped from the 
team and all these came 
after free-scoring Paul 
Onuachu was also ruled out 
to injury few weeks to the 
t o u r n a m e n t  b u t  t h e 
replacements in Awoniyi, 
Umar and co have proven 
otherwise as their absence 
have not really been felt as 
m a n y  h a d  p r e d i c t e d . 
Notably, the longest serving 

coach of  the Super Eagles, 
Gernot Rohr, was sacked 
few weeks to the start of  the 
tournament and Augustine 
Eguavoen appointed as the 
interim coach who also 
doubles as the technical 
director of  the NFF. He was 
tasked with taking the 
Super eagles to AFCON 
with a more permanent 
solution to take over in the 
appointment of  Portugese 
Jose Peseiro. He is to take 
charge after the tournament 
with the world cup playoffs 
his first assignment as 
N i g e r i a  a i m s  f o r  a n 
appearance at the Qatar 
2 0 2 2  Wo r l d  C u p  i n 
November. 

O n   a r r i v a l  i n 
Cameroun for the for the 
TotalEnergies AFCON 
2021, the Super Eagles 
played a friendly against  
Cottonsport of  Garoua 
beating the local side by two 
goals to nil which served as 
the only preparatory match 
before kicking off  the 
competition. 

The first match was a 
mouth-watering tie against 
the Pharaohs of  Egypt who 
boast  the presence of  
L i v e r p o o l  t a l i s m a n , 
Mohammed Salah who is 
also the captain of  the 

national side, though his 
presence on the pitch didn't 
make any difference as the 
Eagles ran out one nil 
winners with the solitary 
goal scored by “Senior 
man” Kelechi Iheanacho 
after dominating for most 
part of  the game with the 
defensive pair of  captain 
Troot-Ekong and Kenneth 
Omeruo making it their 
life's work to shut out and 
repel whatever was thrown 
at them by Salah and his 
teammates. Moses was a 
menace to the Egyptians 
picking off  from where 
Moses of  the Bible left off  
with his dazzling runs on 
the left flank wrecking 
havoc to the Egyptian 
defense.

The  second g roup 
game against Sudan was 
merely a contest, with no 
disrespect to the Sudanese 
side, as the Eagles were 
viewed as clear favourites 
and didn't disappoint on 
that note as they won 
convincingly with a 3-1 
s c o r e l i n e .  S a m u e l 
Chukwueze opened the 
scoring in the early minutes 
of  the first half  which 
ended wi th  one  goal . 
Coming into the second 
half, Taiwo Awoniyi added 
to the Eagles' advantage 
when a flicked on header 
from Ekong ricochet off  his 
face and beat the Sudanese 
goalkeeper to roll into the 
net. Moses Simon capped 
o f f  h i s  y e t  a n o t h e r 
entertaining performance 
w i t h  a  g o a l  a l m o s t 
immediately after winning 
the ball in the opposition's 
half  and passed to Awoniyi 
who loosely controlled the 
bal l  which fe l l  to  the 
oncoming Moses  who 
lashed on to the ball and 
beat the goalkeeper once 
more in his near post for the 

t h
third goal. In the 70  

minute  a  penal ty  was 
awarded to Sudan after 
VAR had confirmed foul 
play when Ola Aina pulled 
down a player in the box for 
t h e  p e n a l t y  w h i c h 
Waleildin Khedr slotted 
home for what proved to be 
a  consola tor y  for  the 
Sudanese side as the Eagles' 
d e f e n s e  p r o v e d 
impregnable through the 
match.

Coming into the last 
g r o u p  g a m e  a g a i n s t 
Guinea-Bissau having 
already qualified for the 
knockout stages rested 
some key players with 
Kelechi Iheanacho, Troost-
Ekong and Wilfred Ndidi 
retaining their starting 
places as Coach Eguavoen 
gave a rest to the squad and 
played the likes of  Uzoho in 
goal in place of  Maduka 
Okoye, Semi Ajayi for 
Kenneth Omeruo, Tyrone 
Ebuehi for Ola Aina, Jamiu 
Collins for Zaidu Sanusi, 
Kelechi Nwakali for Joe 
Aribo,  Chidera  Ejuke 
c o m i n g  i n  f o r  M o s e s 
S i m o n ,  A l e x  I w o b i 
r e p l a c i n g  S a m u e l 
Chukwueze and Sadiq 
Umar replaced Taiwo 

Awoniyi in attack. The 
Eagles ran out two-goal 
winners with goals from 
Sadiq Umar who redeemed 
himself  with the goal after 
wa s t i n g  a  nu m b e r  o f  
chances  ear l ie r  on as 
Kelechi Iheanacho found 
him at the far post with a 
Robben-esque outside left 
foot pass before slotting it in 

th
for the first goal in the 56  
minute after a goalless first 
half. Moses once again 
terrorized the Guinean 
defense after coming on in 
the second half  running 
down and dribbling his way 
through the defense before 
releasing a shot that hit the 
goal post and fell kindly for 
Troost-Ekong who capped 
off  his Man of  The Match 
performance with a goal. 

The Eagles looked 
sharp in the group matches 
and Nigerians will hope to 
s e e  m o r e  o f  t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e 
knockout stages as we wait 
for a fourth AFCON title. 
Eguavoen will  also be 
looking to best his record of  

rd3  place at the tournament 
in 2006 by winning the 
trophy.

AFCON 2021: Nigeria thus far, fate ahead
By Ifeanyi Raymond

Super Eagles at their last AFCON triumph in South Africa 2013Super Eagles at their last AFCON triumph in South Africa 2013Super Eagles at their last AFCON triumph in South Africa 2013

Super Eagles at the ongoing AFCON in CamerounSuper Eagles at the ongoing AFCON in CamerounSuper Eagles at the ongoing AFCON in CamerounEguavoen with his Eagles side as the third best team in Egypt 2006Eguavoen with his Eagles side as the third best team in Egypt 2006Eguavoen with his Eagles side as the third best team in Egypt 2006
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FOEIGN News

Israel demolishes Palestinian home, arrests
family in flash-point Jerusalem neighborhood

I
sraeli police demolished a 
Palestinian home in predom-
inantly Arab East Jerusalem 
early Wednesday, after a sur-

prise overnight raid and the arrest 
of  family members and protest-
ers. The action ended a standoff  
in which some family members at 
one point barricaded themselves 
on the roof  and threatened to 
blow up the structure.

Foreign governments and hu-
man rights groups condemned the 
eviction, one of  several proposed 
in the flash-point Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood. Palestinians view 
the actions as an attempt to push 
them from the city that both Is-
raelis and Palestinians consider 
their national capital. Violent 
demonstrations over planned 
evictions last year helped spark a 
two-week war between Israel and 
Hamas, the militant group that 
governs the Gaza Strip.

The case is similar but unrelat-
ed to other pending evictions in 
the neighborhood, where Jew-
ish groups are trying to exercise 
property ownership claims pre-
dating Israel’s existence at the ex-
pense of  six Palestinian families 
who have lived in the disputed 
houses for decades. Those cases 
are awaiting final rulings by Isra-
el’s Supreme Court.

In the case of  the home demol-
ished Wednesday, the property 
was appropriated by the city of  
Jerusalem five years ago to make 
way for a neighborhood school. 
The family claimed to have pur-
chased the property in the 1960s 
but was unable to prove owner-
ship after a court battle, accord-
ing to media reports. An Israeli 
judge ruled a year ago that the 

city could take the property for 
public use if  the family was com-
pensated.

On Monday, protesters arrived 
to block the planned eviction, and 
members of  the family took to the 
roof  with gas canisters, threaten-
ing to destroy the house in an 
act of  suicidal resistance. Police 
withdrew to prevent violence, 
they said.

But officers returned in dark-
ness early Wednesday, quickly 
taking control of  the property 
after reportedly cutting electricity 
to the area. Some witnesses said 
the forces used stun grenades in 
the raid. Police detained about 25 
family members and other activ-
ists, according to Reuters. Israeli 
police said the arrests were for 
“suspicion of  violating a court 
order, violent fortification and 
disturbing public order.”

Almost immediately, heavy 
equipment moved in to demolish 
the structure.

“It was a brutal act,” Walid 
Abu Thaya, a lawyer for the fam-
ily, said in an interview with the 
Haaretz newspaper. “We were in 
the process of  appealing to the 
courts, including the High Court, 
but the police in the service of  
the Jerusalem Municipality were 
determined to carry out their mis-
sion.”

The municipality said the raid 
was carried out only after it be-
came clear the family would not 
comply with court rulings.

“Since the ruling was handed 
down, the Salahiya family has 
been given numerous opportu-
nities to transfer the property in 
an agreed-upon manner, but they 
have refused to do so,” the city 

said in a statement.
The U.S. Embassy, in an 

emailed statement, said, “We be-
lieve it is critical for all sides to 
refrain from unilateral steps that 
exacerbate tensions and undercut 
efforts to advance a negotiated 
two-state solution. This certainly 
includes the evictions of  families 
from homes in East Jerusalem in 
which they have lived for gener-
ations.”

The British government, which 
maintains its Jerusalem consulate 
in the same part of  the neighbor-
hood, released a statement urging 
Israel not to engage in practices 
that threaten to “increase tension 

on the ground.”
Some elected city officials had 

beseeched the government to de-
lay the eviction until the family 
exhausted possible legal reme-
dies.

Others said the city had a clear 
right to condemn the house on 
behalf  of  a public project. Public 
Security Minister Omer Bar-Lev 

said critics should welcome de-
velopment that will serve Pales-
tinian residents of  Jerusalem.

“The site is designated for the 
construction of  classrooms and 
kindergartens for special edu-
cation that will benefit the Arab 
children of  the neighborhood,” 
Bar-Lev said in a tweet. 

Israeli forces stand guard as machinery clears the ruins of a Palestinian family’s house in the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood of Jerusalem on Jan. 19, 2022, after a police raid to enforce an eviction order.  

Britain cancels Covid-19 restrictions 

B
oris Johnson has an-
nounced in Parliament 
yesterday that Plan B 
rules in England will be 

scrapped from today.
Work from home guidance has 

been dropped immediately, mean-
ing workers can return to the of-
fice.

Face masks will not be legally 
required from next Thursday and 
will not be needed in schools from 
tomorrow, the Prime Minister 
confirmed.

Covid passports for large ven-
ues will be axed from January 26, 
when the rules are set to expire in 
law.

Also from Thursday next week, 
people will no longer have to wear 
face masks anywhere, including 
shops and on public transport. 
Covid isolation will be scrapped 
by the end of  March.

Mr Johnson said the legal re-
quirement for people with corona-
virus to self-isolate will be axed on 

March 24 - and could be dropped 
even sooner.

Under current guidance, those 
who test positive for coronavirus 
have to quarantine for at least five 
full days, so long as they test neg-
ative on a lateral flow test on days 
five and six.

It comes after reports of  Cov-
id infection levels falling in most 
parts of  the UK for the first time 
since early December.

The PM said: “Because of  the 
booster campaign, we can return 
to Plan A.”

He told MPs in the House of  
Commons more than 90% of  over-
60s across the UK had now had 
booster vaccines to protect them, 
and scientists believed the Omi-
cron wave had peaked.

Self-isolation rules for people 
with Covid will be scrapped on 
March 24, according to the Prime 
Minister.

The under-fire PM said the Gov -
ernment had taken a “different 

path” to much of  Europe and the 
“data are showing that, time and 
again, this Government got the 
toughest decisions right”.

It comes as Mr Johnson fights for 
his job and rebel Tories launched a 
“pork pie plot” to oust him.

Australia says no to 16-year-old
forklift drivers as remedy to COVID
supply chain pain

Australia has ruled out letting 
teenagers as young as 16 drive 

forklift trucks to tackle a shortage of  
workers in coronavirus-hit supply 
chains, as it scrambles to scoop up 
millions of  home testing kits needed 
to keep businesses functioning.

A sudden surge in coronavirus cas -
es in recent weeks has seen hundreds 
of  thousands of  workers benched by 
illness or the need to isolate, leading 
states to quickly lower the isolation 
requirement to seven days.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
had floated a proposal to lower the 
minimum age of  forklift drivers 
from 18 to 16, seeking solutions for 
a shortage of  workers now hobbling 
the economy. Earlier this week he 
scrapped visa fees for foreign back-
packers and students wanting to 
work and study in Australia.

But most States consider forklift 
operation to be high-risk work which 
requires a licence available only to 
18s and over, and after a meeting 
with State premiers on Thursday, 
Morrison said the proposal had 
proved a non-starter.

“We had a good discussion today 
and it is not something that we be-
lieve, collectively, we should be pur-
suing at this time,” Morrison told a 
media conference.

The National Cabinet did agree to Boris Johnson, British PM

consider recognising New Zealand 
licenses for truck drivers to meet a 
shortage in that sector.

Morrison’s Liberal-National co-
alition government is seeking ways 
to loosen regulations in Australia’s 
transport and food sectors to ease 
supply chain and workforce disrup-
tions that have led to empty super-
market shelves.

The problem has been exacer-
bated by a widespread shortage of  
rapid antigen tests (RATs), limiting 
the ability of  workers to test them-
selves, which has become a hot 
button issue for voters ahead of  an 
election expected by May.

Addressing criticism the govern-
ment had acted too late on securing 
RATs, Morrison had on Wednes-
day promised to procure up to 52 
million kits this month and urged 
state leaders to drop requirements 
for workers in most industries to 
take daily tests.

He was upstaged on Thursday 
by Victoria Premier Dan Andrews, 
who announced the state had or-
dered 166 million test kits, on top of  
44 million already on the way.

The government is still having 
to defend its slow start last year 
to procuring vaccines, blaming a 
worldwide shortage of  shots and 
the need for the drugs to be proper-
ly approved.

... Face mask, work-from-home, others dropped 
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Thus, between 1970 
and today, it is a thing 

of gratitude to the 
almighty God that many 

Ihitteaforukwu sons 
and daughters are in 

the United States. Most 
of them have attained 

several levels of 
education. But the only 
unfortunate thing is that 
they have not learnt the 
culture of returning to 

stay in their hometowns 
to bring community 
development to their 
motherland. However, 
every year particularly 

during this past 
Christmas and new year 

holidays, they would 
come home in large 
number to bring new 
life to the community. 

New year festival: 
An analysis of 
Ihitteaforukwu 
community
B

efore the arrival 
of  last Christmas 
and the New Year 

celebrations, there were so 
much apprehensions as to the 
celebrations being free.  

The reason was simple. 
There was a widespread 
apprehension due to reports 
of  insecurity in several 
states in the country and in 
other big and small cities 
in the country. Because of  
this, many residents began 
sending messages to their 
relations in diaspora advising 
or warning them not to come 
home. 

Many, indeed, heeded 
this advice and cancelled 
their already booked flights. 
However, many brave ones 
decided to take the chance for 
so many reasons. First, they 
had so many commitments 
already advanced in 
arrangements. There was 
no way they could have 
cancelled the trip hence they 
braved the travel arrangement 
and headed home. 

Fortunately, the 
community of  Ihiteaforukwu 
has for many years now been 
noted for its developmental 
progress.  It is so now because 
of  the relentless rapidity 
of  the sprawling of  the 
community in all aspects of  
human development. In the 
60’s, the community and that 
of  Mpam were virtually in the 
pocket of  larger community 
known as Umuokirika which 
lies Southward.

Then and only then, the 
community of  Umuokirika 
was controlling all aspects 
of  human activities in 
education, commerce and 

industry, economy, etc in 
Ekwerazu clan. 

Fortunately and steadily, 
from 1960, Ihiteaforukwu 
and other adjourning 
communities began to 
expand, develop and 
progress. 

Between 1960’s and 
the 70’s, many sons and 
daughters of  Ihiteaforukwu 
through their individual and 
collective efforts steadily 
began to travel overseas in 
search of  the Golden Fleece. 

It must be mentioned that 
Ekwerazu as a clan had 
people with industrial and 
educational zeal. In addition, 
they were politically alert 
and conscious. In the area of  
tertiary education, they were 
relentless.

Under the leadership 
of  Chief  Pius Nwoga now 
late, he stimulated political 
consciousness and economic 
advancement among the 
people of  Ekwerazu. 
Politically, he was the 
henchman and he brought up 
so many leaders from other 
communities such as Nze 
Anakani from Ihitteafoukwu, 
Chief  Njoku from Mpam 
now late, Chief  J.B.C 
Nwokoro from Umuegwu 
Mpam, Chief  Atughara from 
Oparannadim and few others 
who were his henchmen and 
principal advisers. 

These men with Eze 
Pius Nwoga could be said 
to have stimulated the 
political consciousness and 
awareness among the people 
of  Ekwerazu. It must be 
said that true and true, these 
men with the leadership 
of  Pius Nwoga who later 
became a traditional ruler 
were the spring board upon 
which Ekwerazu in general 
embraced political education, 
academic education, 
economic advancement and 
social emancipation so to 
speak. 

On its own, brilliant and 
vibrant persons from Ihiteafo-
rukwu struggled to embrace 
social and political sophis-
tication under the guidance 
of  Nze E. E Anakani (Now 
late). It must be said that 

one of  the illustrious sons 
in the 60’s in Ihitteaforukwu 
was Barr. Ezeji Okorie who 
through the collective efforts 
of  the people helped him to 
go to the United Kingdom 
to study law. And he came 
back and practiced as a suc-
cessful lawyer at Aba. Mean-
while, as the time went by, 
many sons and daughters 
of  Ihitteafoukwu began on 
their own to be melting into 
Europe and America, includ-
ing Dr. Enyeribe Okehi from 
Umuchieze, Mr. Godwin 
Okoronkwo from Umuedi-
abali Ihitteafoukwu, etc. By 
then, Dr. Enyeribe Onuoha 
through the instrumentality 
of  the Catholic Church has 
advanced in priesthood. 

By the end of  the civil 
war in 1960, people like 
Alphonsus Iwuagwu had 
already landed in the United 
States. By 1965, others 
like (Yours sincerely) and 
other sons and daughters of  
Ihitteafoukwu made bold and 
spirited efforts to enter the 
United States. And indeed, 
they did. It must be said 
that on the political front, 
one of  the daring sons of  
Ihiteaforukwu, Chief  Steve 
Evulocha has made impact 
in the political horizon on 
Ihitteaforukwu to the fact 
that he contested for the 
governorship seat in early 
1959.

Thus, between 1970 
and today, it is a thing of  
gratitude to the almighty God 
that many Ihitteaforukwu 
sons and daughters are in 
the United States. Most of  
them have attained several 
levels of  education. But the 

only unfortunate thing is 
that they have not learnt the 
culture of  returning to stay 
in their hometowns to bring 
community development to 
their motherland. However, 
every year particularly 
during this past Christmas 
and new year holidays, they 
would come home in large 
number to bring new life 
to the community. During 
this last passing season just 
like in every other season 
the humble community 
of  Ihitteaforukwu will be 
electrified with returnees. 
Many adjourning 
communities particularly 
those from Mbano and Etiti 
have termed Ihitteaforukwu 
as , “A city of  London in 
Ekwerazu.” Honestly, many 
of  their sons and daughters 
have become financial 
giants such as Dr. George 
Echebelem, Chief  Dr. Okwu 
Nwandu, Chief  Moses 
Ayoka from Umuediabali, 
Barr. Chidi Ojinere, 
Okwuchukwu Egbukwu, 
Tochukwu Egbukwu, Emeka 
Abanobi, Barr. Okwuoma 
Maduforo, Dr. Okwuchukwu 
Nwachukwu and many 
others. In fact and indeed, the 
community was punctuated 
with several activities 
including launching for the 
erection of  Umuojiagwa hall, 
headed by Hon. Dr. Valentine 
Echeblem as the chairman. 
During the launch of  funds 
for this hall, it was indeed a 
matter of  naira rain from most 
of  the returnees. On the side 
of  inconclusive merriments, 
there were numerous 
wedding ceremonies in the 
community and in fact too 
many countless ceremonies 
for which there were endless 
convivialities. 

Finally, without mincing 
words, the little community 
of  Ihiteaforukwu with 
densely population had its 
vibrant Christmas and new 
year celebrations for which 
their kits and kin celebrated 
abundantly indeed to the 
glory of  God. After all, by 
this time next year by the 
special grace of  God, it 
will be a greater celebration 
particularly if  the economic 
downturn improves. To God 
be the glory.

“
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EPL: Arteta defends Arsenal's Covid postponement request 
rsenal  manager, 

AMikel Arteta has 
defended the club's 

d e c i s i o n  t o  a p p l y  f o r 
S u n d a y ' s  m a t c h  w i t h 
Tottenham to be postponed – 
a request that was granted by 
the Premier League but 
proved controversial.

i g e r i a n  h o t s h o t 

Ngoalkeeper, Maduka 
Okoye  has  g iven 

Nigerian ladies something to 
c h e e r  a b o u t  a s i d e s  t h e 
successful stint of  the Super 
Eagles in the ongoing African 
Cup of  Nations.

T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
footballer who plays as a 
g o a l k e e p e r  f o r  S p a r t a 
Rotterdam, on loan from 

arcelona director of  Bf o o t b a l l  M a t e u 
A l e m a n y  s a i d 

Ousmane Dembele must leave 
before the end of  January after 
the French international made 
it clear he does not want to stay 
at the club. 

Dembele, who joined 
from Borussia Dortmund in 
2017 in a deal worth 140 
million euros ($158.9 million), 
will be able to leave for free 
when his contract expires in 
the summer. 

Barca have been desperate 
to avoid that happening and 
with debts of  over a billion 
euros, could at least pocket a 
fee for the 24-year-old if  he is 
sold in the current transfer 

window. 
“With Ousmane and his 

agent we began conversations 
around July so it's been six 
months and a bit,” Alemany 
said on Thursday.

“We've talked, we've 
talked and we've talked. Barca 
has made different offers. 

“We've tried to find a way 
for the player to continue with 
us but these offers have been 
systematically rejected by his 
agents and today, January 20, 
eleven days before the last 
period of  his contract ends, it 
seems obvious to us that the 
player does not want to 
continue at Barcelona and he 
is not committed to Barca's 
future project. 

“In this scenario he and 
his agents have been informed 
t h a t  h e  m u s t  l e a v e 
immediately because we want 
players committed to this 
project and therefore we hope 
that a transfer will take place 
before January 31.” 

Dembele has been left out 
of  Xavi Hernandez's squad to 
face Athletic Bilbao in the 
Copa del Rey last 16 on 
Thursday night. 

“ T h e  s p o r t i n g 
consequence of  all this, as 
agreed by our coach, is that we 
do not want to have players 
who are not committed to the 
project and who do not want 

to be at Barca,” Alemany said.
“The club is obviously not 

the one that should decide this, 
it is the coach, and he has 
decided it. 

“Bu t  he  has  a l l  ou r 
support and we understand it 
perfectly. It  seems to us 
a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  c o r r e c t 
approach.” 

Xavi said on Wednesday 
“we cannot wait any longer” 
and that “either the player 
renews or we look for an exit 
for the player, there is no other 
possibility.” 

He also said he is “not 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g ”  l e av i n g 

Dembele sitting in the stands 
until the summer. 

“It's a shame. He has 
played every possible minute 
since I have been coach,” said 
Xavi.

Dembele has suffered 
numerous injuries in recent 
years and has largely been a 
huge disappointment at Camp 
Nou. 

Yet after losing several key 
players to reduce the club's 
debts, Barca have been keen to 
keep Dembele, who despite 
his many setbacks remains one 
of  their most talented players. 

Premier League club Watford, 
revealed in an interview that 
he is single and searching.

Okoye has been popular 
amongst Nigerian women on 
social media as they can't seem 
to stop gushing over his looks.

In the recent interview, 
he's called on Nigerian woman 
to hit him up and as well 
revealed the kind of  women he 
finds attractive.

The Gunners, who will 
host Liverpool in the second 
leg of  the League Cup 
semifinal on Thursday, asked 
for last weekend's game to be 
rescheduled with a number 
of  players unavailable due to 
a mixture of  international 
duty, injuries, suspension 

and coronavirus cases.
“We didn't have the 

players necessary to put a 
squad out to compete in a 
Premier League match, that 
is 100 per cent,” Arteta said 
a t  h is  pre -match press 
conference on Wednesday.

“ T h i s  i s  a  n o - w i n 

situation. When we play the 
first three games of  the 
season when other games 
were off, we were killed and 
c a l l e d  n a ive.  N ow  we 
postpone a match for all the 
right reasons, believe me, 
and we get these reactions?”

Spurs reacted angrily to 

the decision to call off  the 
north London derby.

“It's the first time in my 
life – and I've had a bit of  
experience in football – to see 
postponed games because of  
injuries,” said Tottenham 
boss Antonio Conte.

But Arteta hit back, 
saying: “We have been very 
cons i s t en t .  We  p layed 
(Nottingham) Forest (in the 
FA Cup) when we had 10 
players out.

“It got to a point where 
we could not put a squad out, 
that is why we didn't play. As 
simple as that.”

The Arsenal v Liverpool 
match at  the  Emirates 
Stadium should have been 
the first leg of  the League 
Cup semifinal two weeks 
ago, before a coronavirus 
o u t b r e a k  w i t h i n  t h e 
Liverpool camp led to its 
postponement.

Arsenal held Liverpool 
to a goalless draw in the first 
leg last week despite playing 

or mer  Arsena l  ace  FT h i e r r y  H e n r y  i s 
r e p o r t e d l y  b e i n g 

handed a route back into 
management after Bordeaux 
a p p r o a c h e d  h i m  a b o u t 
becoming their next manager.

The French club are in free 
fall and are at risk of  being 
relegated after four straight 
defeats, which included a 6-0 
hammering at the hands of  
Rennes last time out, leaving 
Vladimir Petkovic on the brink 
of  being sacked.

According to French news 
outlet RMC Sport, Henry has 
been in 'regular contact' with 
the Ligue 1 side, with the club's 
p re s iden t  Gera rd  Lopez 
making the Arsenal legend his 
No 1 managerial target if  
Petkovic is shown the door.

The report goes on to 
suggest that Petkovic will need 
to beat Strasbourg at the 
weekend if  he is to have any 
hope of  keeping his job.

It  remains to be seen 

whether Henry, who currently 
works as an assistant coach 
for Belgium, would take the 
step back into management 
with the Qatar World Cup 
taking place at the end of  the 
year.

A relegation scrap may 
discourage the Frenchman 
but constant talks with the 
Ligue 1 side may help in 
persuading him.

It wouldn't be the first 
t i m e  H e n r y  h a d  f o u n d 
himself  in the middle of  a 
relegation battle in Ligue 1.

After taking the job as 
Monaco manager back in 
October 2018, the wheels fell 
off  shortly after which saw 
him win just four of  his 20 
games in charge, before he 
was sacked 15 months later.

He left Monaco in the 
relegation places but picked 
himself  up and enjoyed a 
better tenure in the MLS with 
Montreal Impact.

Henry returned to the 
Belgium set-up for Euro 2020 
and continues to work as a 
pundit alongside his assistant 
coach role.

more than an hour with 10 
men after the dismissal of  
Granit Xhaka.

I n  h i s  o w n  p r e s s 
c o n f e r e n c e,  L ive r p o o l 
ass i s tant  manager  Pe p 
Lijnders said he had no 
complaints  over  recent 
Covid postponements both 
in the Premier League and 
the League Cup.

The Dutchman said it 
was impossible for anyone 
outside a club to know the 
full picture.

“It's really difficult to 
judge from outside,” said 
Lijnders, who himself  tested 
positive earlier this month 
dur ing  an  ou tbreak  a t 
Liverpool.

“We saw this with our 
own situation.

“I  fu l ly  respec t  the 
submissions because I trust 
100 per cent the medical 
departments of  each Premier 
League club. I think this is 
the most important thing, 
full trust in these decisions.”

I'm single and searching, says Super Eagles goalie,
Maduka Okoye 

Bordeaux wooing Thierry
Henry for managerial job

Barcelona orders Dembele
to leave club

Arteta and his Arsenal playersArteta and his Arsenal playersArteta and his Arsenal players

OkoyeOkoyeOkoye

Henry
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The fresh news people

SPORTS
Eguavoen won't earn salary,
only bonus –NFF

Celebrating

As the Operations Manager of 
DeKing Group of Companies,

Mrs. Patricia Nwoye 
marks her birthday today,

we wish her many 
more years of graceful and 

glorious celebration.
Indeed, this day has been set 
aside to appreciate a woman 

whose sense of order, collection 
and decorum know no bounds.

We urge you to continue to create 
impact that leaves memories for 
humanity. You are personification 

of devotion and diligence. 
Quintessential of a woman. 

We pray God to give you strength, 
wisdom and life to continue to 

pilot the affairs of the company.  
You bring so much energy and joy 
into the workplace. We love you.

Congratulations!

nterim coach, Austin IEguavoen will be 
entitled to only win 

bonuses as the Super 
Eagles  gaf fer  at  the 
ongoing Africa Cup of  
Nations tournament in 
Cameroon, according to 
reports.

E g u a v o e n  w a s 
appointed on a short-
t e r m  d e a l  a f t e r  t h e 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
Fe d e r a t i o n  s a c k e d 
G e r n o t  R o h r  i n 
December.

Rohr was Nigeria's 
longest-serving manager 
after taking charge in 
August 2016, but had his 
contract terminated after 
leading the Eagles to the 
2 0 2 2  W o r l d  C u p 
qualifying play-offs and 
sealing a spot at the 
N a t i o n s  C u p  i n 
Cameroon.

The Franco-German 
also led Nigeria to the 

ormer Chelsea Fm i d f i e l d e r , 
Emmanuel Petit, 

can see s imilar i t ies 
b e t w e e n  T h o m a s 
T u c h e l ' s  c u r r e n t 
struggles and his final 
months at PSG.

Petit, 51, reckons it's 
all starting to go wrong 
for Tuchel like it did 
towards the end of  his 
time at PSG.

The  Wor ld  Cup 
winner said: “What is 
happening on the pitch 
f o r  C h e l s e a  n o w, 
reminds me of  what it 
was like under Tuchel at 
Paris Saint-Germain 
when things star ted 
going wrong there.

“Trouble started in 
newspapers, the pressure 
came on from the media 
and  f ans,  power fu l 
players within the club 
were questioning him all 

the time and it continued 
week after week.

“You  cou ld  s ee 
p h y s i c a l l y  h e  h a d 
changed during press 
conferences and on the 
bench in games.

“That cool attitude 
he has just wasn't there. 
H e  w a s  g e t t i n g 
aggressive and was also 
looking for excuses from 
outside the club.”

H e  a l s o  t o l d 
b o o k m a k e r s . c o. u k : 
“They have done very 
well in terms of  results, 
f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  a n d 
teamwork.

“Tuchel also used to 
do a very good job in 
terms of  tactics as well.

“But for the last few 
weeks – and I don't know 
if  it is because of  the 
results, players not being 
available because of  
injuries and Covid or his 

relationships with some 
players – he looks very 
nervous.

“Tuchel  doesn ' t 
appear to have the same 
confidence he once had 
at Chelsea.”

2018 World Cup and 
guided the team to third-
place at the 2019 Africa 
Cup of  Nations in Egypt.

“Eguavoen is on the 
payroll of  the NFF and 
he won't be entitled to 
salary for the role he is 
playing as an interim 
coach of  the team,” 
President of  the NFF 
Amaju Pinnick stated 

recently on.
“He will be entitled to 

the winning bonuses as 
the team progress at the 
tournament.”

Eguavoen won his 
three group games at the 
t o u r n a m e n t  w h i c h  
sealed their place in the 
r o u n d  o f  1 6  i n  t h e 
competition.

Ex-Chelsea midfielder, Petit,
fears struggling Tuchel facing
PSG repeat

EguavoenEguavoenEguavoen

PetitPetitPetit

TuchelTuchelTuchel

Is cheating always the fault
of the cheater? 

Simple ways to start a
conversation with a girl
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