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Public Notice!!!
Prayer battle for Imo

& Abia States
Join us: Pray @ Jesus Deliverance in Action (II 
Chronicles 20: 17)
Every 1st to 7th day of every month with;
Psalms 140, 35, 51 for DAY 1 & Day 5
Psalms 91, 27, 24 for DAY 2 & Day 6
Psalms 10, 69, 70 for DAY 3 & Day 7
Psalms 109, 102, 121, 123 for DAY 4
Give God enough praises and worship
Prayer Points
1.) Ask the merciful God to forgive your sins, your 
father's sins, the sins of Imolites (you can mention 
them, if you so wish)
2.) Ask God of Exodus 14: 14 to fight all your battles.
3.) Ask the great LIBERATOR to liberate Imo State
4.) Ask the Great HEALER to heal OUR land as in 
second Chronicle 7: 14
5.) Add your own point
6.) Remember Izombe, Orsu indigenes and others in 
your prayers
Thank God for answering your prayers 

Continues on Page 16
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News

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has reiterated 

his administration’s com-
mitment to supporting and 
encouraging genuine pri-
vate sector-driven business 
investments to blossom in 
the state.

Governor Ugwuanyi, 
who spoke when he received 
the management team of  
United Nigeria Airlines, led 
by its Chairman and Chief  
Executive Officer (CEO), 
Dr. Obiora Okonkwo, at 
the Government House, 
Enugu, over the weekend, 
assured the delegation that 
his administration will ful-

Ugwuanyi assures United Nigeria Airlines
of maximum support 

ly support the company to 
grow its business in Enugu 
State.

The governor stressed 
that the state government 
wants more business invest-
ments in Enugu State, and 
is poised to encourage the 
private sector to thrive in 
the state, to add value to the 
economy and wellbeing of  
the residents.

 “We will give you the 
whole support; be rest as-
sured of  our support; we 
have to support you. Once 
I see a private sector- driven 
investment, I will support 
it. We want more business 
investments here”, he said.

Ugwuanyi stated that the 
peace and security being 
enjoyed in Enugu State was 

as a result of  the concerted 
efforts of  his administration 
to protect lives and proper-
ty, improve the welfare of  
the people and encourage 
businesses to grow in the 
state.

 “I cherish this peace. Peo-
ple cherish the way we do 
things here”, the governor 
added.

Speaking after the inter-
active meeting with Gov. 
Ugwuanyi, the Chairman 
of  United Nigeria Airlines, 
Dr. Okonkwo, disclosed 
that the delegation was at 
the Government House, 
Enugu, on a courtesy visit 
to the governor as part of  
the company’s programme 
of  its Annual Retreat taking 
place in Enugu “which is 

our hub”.
Okonkwo, who revealed 

that “we want to start shift-
ing our base to Enugu”, said 
that they discussed the need 
for closer relationship and 
partnership with the Enugu 
State Government.

 “We were able to enu-
merate our strategic expan-
sion plans within the year 
2022”, he said.

The Chairman expressed 
delight that Governor Ug-
wuanyi understood their 
strategic plans and “granted 
all our requests”.

According to him, “And 
with these requests we have 
no doubt that within the 
next 12 months, you will 
see more of  our presence 
in Enugu and we will be 

Minister’s petrol station 
gutted by fire

P
opular petrol station, 
Masters Energy LTD, 
belonging to the Min-

ister of  State for Mines and 
Steel, Dr. Uche Ogah was on 
Saturday morning, burnt by 
fire from petrol tanker explo-
sion.

The station, located be-
side Azikiwe road junction, 
Umuahia was engulfed with 
fire at about 10:am  after a 
spark of  fire under a tanker 
that was discharging 33,000 
liters of  diesel into the filling 
station’s pit.

It also happened in the 
morning while Umuahia 
residents were still observ-
ing Abia State government 
organised monthly clean up 
exercise.

The fire destroyed the tank-
er and one vehicle packed  in-
side the petrol station as well 
as inner parts of  the station 
and also affected one building 
beside it.

It was the intervention of  
the Chief  of  Staff  to Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu, Chief  
Anthony Agbazuere  and 
other government officials 
that saved several buildings 
in the area from being con-
sumed by the inferno.

A female staff  of  Masters 
Energy who spoke to News 
Echo on the scene, said the 
fire started in a little propor-
tion before exploding into 
large flames, adding that it 
may have been caused by the 
harmattan season or an elec-
trical fault from the tanker.

She thanked Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for mobilis-
ing the men of  the Fire Ser-
vice from Aba and Umuahia 
to put off  the inferno before it 
could burn the entire building 
and other houses and even 
shops.

Apart from Masters Ener-
gy that is located in the area, 
there were also Oando, Tex-
aco, among others situated 
along the road but they were 
saved by the intervention of  
the men of  fire service.

The Minister of  Mines and 
Steel, Dr. Uche Ogah who 
spoke on phone from Abuja, 
commended the Abia  State 
government for stopping the 

Fire destroys monarch’s  
large cassava farms
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
wo farms belonging 
to the traditional ruler 
of  Oriendu autono-

mous community in Ohuhu, 
Umuahia North LGA, HRH, 
Eze Philip Ajomiwe has been 
consumed by strange fire.

This is even as the royal fa-
ther has invited God to visit 
those responsible for the out-
break.

The two burnt farms which 
are located at Ubani Ibeku, 
Umuahia North and Amaka-
ma at Umuahia South LGAs, 
occupied 1.5 hectares and 2.5 
hectares of  farmlands of  cas-
sava respectively.

Conducting journalists 
round the farms over the 
weekend, the traditional rul-
er, Eze Philip Ajomiwe who 
spoke in tears, said he refused 
information that his farms 
were on fire, adding he did 
not believe his eyes on arrival 
at the destroyed farms.

Eze Ajomiwe who said he 
funded his farms with million 
of  loans from banks, cried out 
that he did not know how to 
repay the loans.

He feared that his farms 
may have been set ablaze 
by arsonists, noting that 419 
specie of  cassava at Ubani 
Ibeku farm while yellow root 
species planted at Amaka-
ma farms which would have 
yielded 90 tons on harvest, 
were all destroyed by fire.

“How can a sensible hu-
man being do this evil? I am 
very shocked because we lost 
about 90 tones. If  not for an-
ything else, the persons would 
have remembered our suffer-
ing, not only on labour but the 
cost of  getting and planting 
these stems”, Eze Ajomiwe 
bemoaned.

He continued, “Where will 
I get millions of  naira to repay 
the loans I borrowed from 
banks?” he cried.

He pointed out that it is 
only in his burnt farms that 
yellow specie of  cassava are 
planted  and processed in  the 
whole of  Abia State.

“When you process  yellow 
specie cassava into cassavita, 
it has fourth percent provita-
min A. When you use it to 
produce garri, you don’t need 
to add oil.”

Eze Ajomiwe who said his 
cassava farms were destroyed 
by herdsmen  previously, 
wondered how he would re-
cover from the disaster.

He also lamented that sev-
eral job opportunities he cre-
ated for his people have been 
affected by the fire disaster.

inferno  from gutting other 
houses and praised Journal-
ists and other individuals  in 
Abia State for raising the 
alarm on social media which 
attracted the attention of  the 
Abia State government.

News Echo gathered that 
men of  Umuahia zone of  
Abia State Fire Service ini-
tially requested for assistance 
which made the Chief  of  

Staff  to Ikpeazu, Chief  An-
thony Agbazuere to mobilise 
the Aba zonal office and the 
federal fire service to join the 
Umuahia zone in  the fight.

The manager to the filling 
station refused to speak to the 
press on the incident.

Abia State , particularly, 
Umuahia, the State capital 
has been witnessing fire out-
breaks in the last one week, 
even as the Chief  Fire Officer 
of  Abia State, Mr. Aruah 
Nnanna said residents must 
avoid inflammable and elec-
trical materials, especially 
during the harmattan.

Obiano changing face of Anambra 
- Commissioner
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Com-
missioner for Works, 
Engineer Marcel Ife-

jiofor has said that Governor 
Willie Obiano led administra-
tion has delivered dividends 
of  democracy including infra-
structural development to the 
door steps of  Ndi Anambra.

Engineer Ifejiofor stated 
this at the International Pas-
senger and Cargo Airport, 
Umueri over the weekend 
when the Association of  
Professional Bodies of  Nige-
ria (APBN) Anambra State 
chapter, paid him a courtesy 
call for the sterling work done 
at the Airport.

He noted that with the 
building of  the State Airport, 
Governor Willie Obiano has 
placed the name of  the state 
in the global map noting that 
the Airport has the best fea-
tures pointing out that the 
control tower and runways 
are second to none in the 
country.

Engineer Ifejiofor com-
mended his team for the roles 

played for the successful kick-
off  of  the airport adding that 
they welcomed both private 
and presidential jets and over 
five thousand passengers who 
have landed at  the airport 
and thanked  the Professional 
Bodies for the honour done 
him.

Earlier in his speech, the 
Chairman, Association of  
Professional Bodies of  Nige-
ria, Dr. Josin Ulasi said hav-
ing constructed the airport 
with the state of  the art equip-
ment within few months, the 
professional bodies decided 

here for better and greater 
service to the people of  the 
state.  

 “The governor (Ug-
wuanyi) actually has shown 
also that he is very comfort-
able with the aviation sector 
having worked in the Avia-
tion Committee in the Na-
tional Assembly. So, it was 
a very easy discussion; we 
understood ourselves with-
out stress”.

Earlier during the inter-
active meeting with Gov. 
Ugwuanyi, Dr. Okonkwo 
hinted the governor of  the 
company’s plans to estab-
lish a Maintenance and Re-
pair Organization (MRO) 
facility in Enugu State, in-
dicative of  making Enugu 
its hub of  aviation opera-
tions.

The Chairman said that 
United Nigeria Airlines 
choice of  Enugu as its oper-
ational hub was because of  
the state’s business-friendly 
environment and the com-

pany’s commitment to the 
development of  numerous 
opportunities in the South 
East geo-political zone in 
general and Enugu State in 
particular.

He pointed out that an 
MRO facility in Enugu will 
create more jobs and expand 
opportunities for both expa-
triates and indigenes of  the 
state, as well as attract po-
tential business investments 
and contribute positively to 
the growth of  the revenue 
base of  the state.   

Other members of  the 
delegation from United Ni-
geria Airlines were the Di-
rector of  Administration, 
Mr. Linus Awute; the Di-
rector of  Flight Operations, 
Capt. Chimara Imediegwu; 
the Director of  Mainte-
nance, Engr. Alex Iheuwa, 
the Head of  Training, Mrs. 
Barbara Ade-Asamoah; and 
the Head, Cabin Crew, Mrs. 
Aderounke Babalola.

to come and encourage the 
Commissioner for all the 
wonderful works executed 
as a professional stating that 
Governor Willie Obiano 
has come, saw and delivered 
which no other governor 
since the state creation has 
done.

In his remarks, the Perma-
nent Secretary, Ministry of  
works, Mr. Emeka Ohuoha 
extolled Engineer Ifejiofor for 
the team spirit and zeal put 
into the work and thanked  
the Professional Bodies for 
certifying the work the best 
so far.

We’re not Buhari’s rubber stamp - Onuigbo
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
member of  the House 
of  Representatives, 
Hon. Sam Onuigbo 

has rejected the popular belief  
among Nigerians that the fed-
eral legislators are under firm 
control of  President Mohama-
du Buhari.Rather, he appealed 
to  constituents to understand 
the roles the National Assem-
bly had been playing in ensur-
ing the stability of  the nation.

The Ikwuano/ Umuahia 
North/Umuahia South rep-
resentative said this in Umua-
hia while presenting his score 
cards to journalists.

He expressed displeasure 
over the negative tags hung on 
the necks of  members of  the 
House of  Representatives and 
Senators, declaring that “our 
jobs are lawmaking, oversight 
and representation. It is wrong 
to see us only as operating un-
der the control of  the execu-
tive arm”, and assured that he 

would continue on his man-
date of  improving the welfare 
of  his constituents.

He listed his achievements 
in the past six years to in-
clude the award of  contract 
for Umuahia-Ikwuano-Ikot 
Ekpene federal road, wom-
en and youth employment, 
building of  community health 
centres, award of  scholarship, 
reconstruction of  schools, in-
tervention in bloody boundary 
clash between communities in 
Ikwuano and those in Akwa 
Ibom State.



News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Special Security 
Consultant to Eb-
onyi State Govern-

ment, Chief  Stanley Okoro 
Emegha, has said that the 
Ebubeagu security outfit is 
not for political witch-hunt-
ing.

Emegha who stated this 
while briefing newsmen in 
Abakaliki on what he cap-
tioned “Ebubeagu Security 
Outfit cum Outburst from En-
emies of  Ebonyi”, explained  
that what is in place today as 
Ebubeagu Security Outfit had 
been in existence prior to the 
administration of  Governor 
David Umahi in Ebonyi State 
as Neighborhood Watch.

He stated: “The Governor 
only rebranded the security 
outfit through training and re-
training of  its personnel and 
was backed up with a law to 
avoid abuse of  power in any 
form.”

Emegha, who is also Eb-
onyi State APC Chairman  
noted that up to eight person-
nel of  Ebubeagu had been 
killed in a very gruesome 
manner in the course of  dis-
charging their official assign-
ment.

He explained that their gal-
lantry have helped to boost 
the security arrangement in 

Ebubeagu not for political
witch-hunting -  Emegha

the state hence citizens can 
now sleep with their eyes 
closed.

He, however, condemned 
the motion moved and sup-
ported by the member rep-
resenting Afikpo North and 
South Federal constituency 
at the green chamber of  the 
National Assembly, Barr. 
Igariwey Idu and his PDP 
allies from Ebonyi State call-
ing the Inspector General of  
Police and other Security in-
telligence to investigate the 
Ebubeagu Security Outfit 
and her activities.

Chief  Emegha who ad-
monished them to be more 
constructive and produc-
tive in their criticisms of  the 
Ebonyi State Government 
challenged the lawmakers to 
bring their scorecard to the 
public rather than be envious 
of  the numerous legacies of  
Governor David Umahi. 

 “To start with, it is very 
painful to record incidences 
of  killing irrespective of  sta-
tus because it is not good to 
take life and as such it is con-
demnable and the Governor 
has already done that.

 “It is unfortunate that 
things like that will happen 
and the opposition party will 
like to catch in just to heat up 
the polity and discredit the 
government in power.

 “Despite the fact that up to 

The Abia APC party’s exco-elects and some stakeholders after their meeting.

eight personnel of  Ebubeagu 
have lost their lives in the 
course of  discharging their 
duties, the opposition party 
never had sympathy even on 
their families.

 “The rules of  engagement 
of  Ebubeagu is well spelt out 
in the law of  the state embark-
ing its existence. For instance, 
if  any of  the personnel derails 
in the eyes of  the law, the per-
son will automatically go in 
for it.

 “If  you get to the police, 
you will see some bad eggs 
among them in their custody. 

For example, some engaged 
in extorting money from 
motorists. Some were in the 
past arrested, prosecuted, dis-
missed and now at the correc-
tional facility.

 “The Ebubeagu Law 2021 
also stipulates that every ar-
rest made must be handed 
over to police within a time 
frame. The opposition party 
capitalising on the incident 
that took place in Ivo Local 
Government Area to cause a 
crisis is highly unacceptable 
and despicable. Just like what 
the ex former legislator Linus 

NDE empowers 108 unemployed
youths  in Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he National Direc-
torate of  Employ-
ment (NDE),  has 

disbursed ten million eight 
hundred thousand Naira, ( 
N10.8m) loan to one hun-
dred and eight (108), benefi-
ciaries of  Agricultural Value 
Chain Ventures at the rate 
of  N100,000 per beneficiary 
in Enugu State. 

In addition, 50 other un-
employed youths are under-
going a one week training 
in Agricultural Extension 
Training Services (AET) 
under the aegis of  the Rural 
Empowerment Department 
(REP), of  the Directorate.

The one week Agricul-
tural Extension Training 
(AET) is targeted at trans-
forming them into agric 
extension agents in various 
localities in Enugu State .

Speaking during the open-
ing/flagging off  ceremony 
of  the disbursement, the Di-
rector General, NDE, Mal-
lam Abubakar Nuhu Fikpo, 
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represented by the Enugu 
State Coordinator, Mr. Do-
natus Uchegbu Azubuike 
informed the beneficiaries 
that the 108 beneficiar-
ies were carefully selected 
based on their performance 
during the Agricultural Val-
ue Chain training and were 
being assisted to start agri-
business ventures of  their 
choice to create wealth and 
food security as well as em-
ploy others. 

Azubuike stated that the 
DG was passionate to see 
that many unemployed 
Nigerians are given the re-
quired life skills training 
and empowerment for them 
to be productive in life.

“This became imperative 
due to the prevailing need to 
curb the security challenges 
in Nigeria today,” he said.

The State Coordinator 
further enjoined the benefi-
ciaries to make maximum 
use of  the loans and apply 
them strictly for the purpose 
they were disbursed for. 

He stated that they should 
adopt the principle of  think-

Okorie is doing.
 “For the record, the for-

mations of  Ebubeagu makes 
it easier to tackle insecuri-
ty hence they are closer to 
the people thereby reducing 
response time to the barest 
minimum, the security expert 
opined.

The Special Security Con-
sultant, Chief  Emegha ex-
plained that the Governor, 
Engr. Chief  David Nweze 
Umahi places a premium 
on security because he un-
derstands that it drives the 
development and sustainable 

growth of  any economy.
 “May I use this singular 

opportunity to advice the 
law-abiding citizens of  the 
State to continue to leverage 
on the atmosphere of  conviv-
iality already created by our 
wonder-working Governor, 
Umahi to better their lots and 
not to allow the enemies of  
Ebonyi to distract them from 
achieving greatness bearing 
in mind that the Ebubeagu 
Security Outfit is not a militia 
group that inflicts injuries and 
pains to people.”

ing big but starting small 
so that teething economic 
challenges could be easily 
handled.

Also speaking at the oc-
casion, the representative of  
the Director, Rural Employ-
ment Promotion (REP), 
Mrs. Blessing Owan, in a 
goodwill message informed 
the beneficiaries that the 
loan facility was a very flex-
ible one with a moratorium 
period of  six (6) months and 
a tenure of  three (3) years 
which gives them ample 
time to pay back. 

Owan enjoined them to 
take the repayment process 
serious so that others would 
benefit from the loan recy-
cling. 

She  further urged the 
AET participants to take 
the training serious as they 
would be the next set of  
beneficiaries of  such loan 
packages.

Enugu State Commission-
er for Agriculture, Matthew 
Idu, represented by Prince 
Godspower  Chimereze, 
reiterated the need for the 

beneficiaries to use the 
money judiciously.

Idu enjoined the bene-
ficiaries not to disappoint 
NDE in particular and Enu-
gu State in general by not us-
ing the funds wisely so that 
in no distant time additional 
hands would be empowered 
through their dexterity in 
agribusiness ventures.

“Make sure that you uti-
lize the funds judiciously . 
The economy is not favour-
able but if  you utilise the 
loan well, you will enhance 
your chances of  uplifting 
yourselves and others.  It 
will be a disservice to NDE 
and the state if  you fail to 
make good use of  the loan,” 
he enjoined.

Some of  the beneficiaries 
promised to make good use 
of  the soft loan by applying 
them in their agribusiness.

“I have already put the 
loan into use to improve on 
my piggery farm,” Mr. Paul 
Oforka said, while Livinus 
Ilo said, “the money will 
help me to buy more feeds 
for my pigs, in-pig and water 
containers for the pigs.”

PVC: Group encourages
youths to register
By Ikenna Orioha

T
o fulfill their civic re-
sponsibility, Imo youths 
have been encouraged 

to get registered with the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission’s ongoing Con-
tinuous Voters Registration 
(CVR) exercise.

According to INEC record, 
Imo State is rated poor in 
terms of  PVC registration and 
collection despite all viable ef-
forts being made by the com-
mission in the state to educate 
eligible voters on the impor-
tance of  PVC possession and 
democratic governance.

This call was made by 
the Imo State chairman of  
National Youth Council of  
Nigeria, Barr. Ezinwanne 
Chimuanya Udoka, during an 
interview in Owerri, last week.

Udoka, while encouraging 
eligible youths who do not 
have the Permanent Voters 
Card (PVC) to use the  oppor-
tunity to register with INEC, 
said that PVC is their civic 
right which they should not 
shy away from. 

“The PVC is not only our 
right, but a powerful tool for 
positive change of  governance. 
Youths of  Imo State must not 

allow themselves to be denied 
of  the opportunity and right to 
actively participate in voting 
during election”, he added.

He frowned at the attitude 
of  some youths who he said 
shy away from involving in ac-
tive and fair politics. “It is very 
unfortunate that Imo State lag 
behind in PVC registration/
collection and active voting 
participation. Hence, NYCN 
calls on youths who do not 
have PVC to as a matter of  
urgency and necessity visit 
INEC website (https://cvri-
nec.gov.ng) and register on-
line as the INEC Continuous 
Voters Registration is ongoing 
and 100 percent ready to ac-
cess and accept applications 
from eligible voters. Or visit 
INEC state or local govern-
ment areas offices nationwide.

The council, while assur-
ing INEC of  continued firm 
support of  Imo youths in fair 
and active politics and poli-
tics for a progressive Imo so-
ciety, lauded the effort of  the 
Imo State Resident Electoral 
Commissioner, Prof. Francis 
Chukwuemeka Ezeonu and 
his team in ensuring that Imo 
voters are properly enlight-
ened on the need for PVC and 
democratic voting during elec-
tion.
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Editorial

Fast-tracking 
development in 
South East zone
T

here’s no gain saying the 
fact that South East zone 
is endowed with both 

human and natural resources not 
fully harnessed for the visible 
and practical infrastructural 
development needed in the zone.

A conscious effort must 
be made to bring the needed 
development to the south east 
zone as quickly as possible if the 
zone must stand head and shadow 
high above her compeers. 

There should be sustained 
commitment and zeal on a large 
spectrum to bringing the desired 
social amenities that will stir up 
the arrival of serious investors to 
the zone.

The state governors must 
ensure that there’s a realistic 
budget that’s anchored on the 
tripod of good governance which 
are accountability, transparency 
and citizens’ participation. No 
serious international donor 
will have anything doing with 
any State government that does 
not enshrine this governance 
module in its policy.

The policies of some of 
the state governments are so 
weak, not citizens friendly and 
not attractive for the arrival 
of international agencies. For 
instance, the Open Government 
Partnership (OGP) which 
ensures that States are compliant 
to the components of good 
governance has continued to 
support states to streamline 
their budget to align with the 
OGP standard.

Any State that has not signed 
into OGP is indeed denying 
the citizens the benefits of 
social development. The OGP 

removes the human hand in 
the budget process and the 
multiplier effects of a sincere 
budget announcement opens the 
rush door of investors, hence the 
distribution of even development 
across the local communities. 

The budget is one major 
decision that can attract 
investors to the zone and if 
these investors come, the issue 
of how much will the zone 
develop becomes settled. Some 
states have paid their salaries 
with the funds arising from the 
arrival of international agencies 
for just being compliant to the 
new budget process.

The State governments must 
put social amenities in the 
hands of citizens by signing into 
the citizens’ budget platform 
where the budget captures the 
actual needs of the community 
members. That way, the citizens 
owe up the projects.

The state governments should 
begin the revamp of the moribund 
industries by partnering the 
private sectors. The private 
sectors are the machinery that 
drives development. What the 
governments need is to provide 
enabling environment for every 
society thrives on the viability of 
private public partnership (PPP).

We urge the State governments 
to consciously take decisions 
across board to put in place the 
machinery of development and 
the zone will develop. A simple, 
sincere policy backed by action 
can do the magic. There’s no 
better time than now. We cannot 
continue to drag the zone down 
by not-too-citizens friendly 
policies.
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Opinion

Shonekan and Nigeria’s 
unending tale of three masters
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

T
his title is not original. 
When he published his 
memoirs in 1995, Jerome 

Udoji, the distinguished Nigerian 
public administrator whose 
name became synonymous with 
the failed inflation-proofing of  
public service earnings following 
Nigeria’s discovery of  petro-
dollars in the aftermath of  the 
Yom Kippur War, titled it, Under 
Three Masters. The book, a tale 
of  his encounters in succession 
with colonial masters, post-
colonial civilian wannabes and 
their military usurpers, lends its 
title very much as a template for 
the Nigerian story.

As the country sets out on 
the foothills of  an election in 12 
months’ time, one man whose 
public legacy is defined by the 
rubbles of  another election 
nearly three decades ago, 
made a characteristically quiet 
earthly exit. The story of  Ernest 
Adegunle Oladeinde Shonekan, 
the self-effacing lawyer and 
corporate insider, who died on 
January 11, is a testament to 
the resilience of  Udoji’s three 
masters who continue to hold the 
fate of  the country in their hands.

Nearly 32 years ago, the 
African Bar Association 
organised a conference in Abuja, 
Nigeria’s capital city. Barely 
out of  my teens, I attended the 
conference as a cub lawyer. At 
the registration, I found myself  
in somewhat of  a sandwich 
between two quite compelling 
figures. On the one side, in 
flowing three-piece African 
gown, was Bernard Muna, 
leader of  the Bar Association 
in Cameroon and the Central 
African region, and scion of  the 
best known political dynasty 
in Anglophone Cameroon. 
Predictably, for a man who grew 
up in a political family and had 
run for elective office in many 
capacities, Ben Muna knew how 
to work a room, even around a 
conference registration table.

On the other side was a man 
in dark pin stripes. He said very 
little and, when he did, spoke 
with quiet deliberation. This 
man, who could not have been 
more different from Ben Muna 
if  he had auditioned for the role, 
simply introduced himself  as 
Ernest Shonekan! He was the 
chairman and chief  executive 
officer of  the United African 
Company Nigeria, at the time the 
richest conglomerate in Nigeria.

Registration was slow. 
Computers were very new then 
and the software was nothing like 
today. As the process wound its 
slow way to completion, Muna 
kept us all talking. We covered a 
lot of  ground, mostly around law 
in Africa. Lawyers have always 
had an ambivalent relationship 
with the supernatural, whether 
of  the African or imported hue. 
On this, Chief  Shonekan had 
clear ideas. Long before the 
Pentecostals made a revenue 

stream of  the art, he had a 
testimony.

Twenty six years after joining 
the staff  of  the UACN in 1964, 
Shonekan succeeded Chief  
Chris Abebe as the Chairman 
and Managing Director of  the 
company in 1980, a 43-year-
old lawyer trained in the best 
schools in the world, including 
the University of  London, where 
he took his degree in law. Chief  
Abebe was General Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s father-in-law. 
Shonekan and Obasanjo were 
not just contemporaries, they 
were also both from Egbaland.

On his first day as the Chief  
Executive Officer, he recalled, he 
arrived the office, ready to begin 

work from his assigned office. As 
he opened the door to step in, he 
toppled over, smashed face first 
to the floor as if  by the unseen 
hand of  an irresistible force. He 
promptly beat a retreat in order 
to fortify himself  with knowledge 
of  unseen African masters. 
Having taken the time he needed 
to master those forces, his return 
to work and tenure at the apex 
of  the UACN passed without 
incident, exactly as he liked it.

Shonekan’s enforced mastery 
of  the forces of  African science, 
however, did not prepare him, it 
appears, for his encounter with 
the soldiers who took the country 
hostage. As Chief  Executive 
Officer of  the UACN, he 
naturally mixed with presidents 
and their minions. Less than 
three years later, on January 
2, 1993, Shonekan accepted 
the invitation from Ibrahim 
Babangida, self-appointed 
military “president” of  Nigeria 
at the time, to head a transitional 
cabinet, with a mandate to birth 
the handover of  power to an 
elected civilian administration 
in June of  the same year. It was 
not accident. Since August 1985, 
Shonekan had also moonlighted 
as Chair of  an informal, nine-
person Advisory Council to 
the Babangida regime. This 
appointment more-or-less 
formalised that role.

Lured out of  the familiar 
world of  the boardroom by 
soldiers, Shonekan always 
seemed far from comfortable in 
the Piranha Pond of  Nigeria’s 
public life. After eight years of  
transition without end, Ibrahim 
Babangida appeared to have 
succeeded on June 12, 1993, in 
organising what looked like a 
credible election to precede the 
formal termination of  military 

rule. Then, out of  nowhere, he 
contrived to wrest ignominy 
from the jaws of  immortality.

Ten days after the vote 
and with final results still to 
be announced, Babangida’s 
second-in-command, Augustus 
Aikhomu, sent out a hand-written 
release by his press secretary, 
Nduka Irabor, announcing the 
nullification of  the election.

Having exhausted the political 
elite, Babangida had finally 
driven the country into a ditch 
with no exit plan. With both his 
authority and his nerves shot, 
he hastily announced that he 
was “stepping aside” on August 
27, 1993 as military ruler, to be 
replaced by Chief  Shonekan at 
the head of  an Interim National 
Government. Obasanjo was the 
principal advocate of  the ING.

As was the wont of  the 
military, all of  this had to be 
accorded a veneer of  legality. 
So, on the day preceding his 
stepping aside, Babangida 
signed four decrees. One of  
them was the Constitution 
(Suspension and Modification) 
(Repeal) Decree No. 59 of  
1993, which was supposed to 
end military rule. Another was 
the Interim Government (Basic 
Constitutional Provisions) 
Decree No. 61 of  1993. Chief  
Moshood Abiola, whose election 
Babangida had nullified, was, 
like Obasanjo and Shonekan, 
also from Egbaland.

In Suit No. M/573/93, Abiola 
sued before the High Court of  
Lagos to challenge the legality of  
Shonekan’s ING. On November 
10, 1993, Dolapo Akinsanya, 
a judge of  the High Court of  
Lagos State then, who died on 
November 8, 2020, ruled that 
after divesting himself  of  powers 
as military ruler in Decree No. 

59, Babangida lacked the powers 
any longer to constitute the ING 
with Decree No. 61. So, the ING 
was unconstitutional.

That was all the excuse 
General Sani Abacha needed: 
seven days later, Shonekan 
resigned characteristically 
without fanfare, paving the way 
for Abacha to assume powers 
as Nigeria’s Maximum Ruler. 
Shonekan had been in office for 
all of  84 days from August 27 to 
November 17, 1993. He was the 
first, last and only Nigerian Chief  
of  State who was not invested 
with powers as Commander-In-
Chief  of  the Armed Forces. He 
was also the only Nigerian Head 
of  State who did not appoint 
himself  by a coup or win an 
election. His error was to allow 
someone to appoint him to such 
a position. Presidents are not 
appointed by another.

Toppled by military usurpers, 
Shonekan’s exit from office ended 
a dalliance between the UACN 
and Nigeria that had been nearly 
115 years in the making.  The 
relationship started when George 
Taubman Goldie, who himself  
attended the carve up of  Africa 
at the Berlin Africa Conference 
between November 1884 and 
February 1885, founded the 
UAC in 1879. Seven years later, 
in 1886, he won a Royal Charter, 
renaming the company the Royal 
Niger Company. He was the man 
who hired Frederick Lugard with 
the brief  to rampage his way to 
territorial expansion in what 
would become Nigeria. He was 
also the inspiration behind Lord 
Selborne’s Niger Committee 
Report of  1898, which largely 
invented Nigeria.

At the end of  1899, when 
the Royal Charter was revoked, 
the Brits paid Sir George and 
his shareholders in the RNC 
£865,000 in compensation. Sir 
George ceded his mistress, Flora 
Shaw, to his staffer, Frederick 
Lugard, and what was left of  
the company became the Niger 
Company Limited, without the 
“Royal”. Twenty nine years later, 
it returned to the UACN and in 
the following decade, entered 
into the orbit of  Lever Brothers. 
In the same decade, in 1936, 
Shonekan was born.

When the UACN’s Chief  
Executive Officer, Chief  Ernest 
Shonekan, assumed office as the 
Chief  Executive of  Nigeria in 
August 1993, installed by soldiers, 
it was a remarkable fusion of  
the interests of  the corporate, 
colonial and martial masters that 
were present at the invention of  
Nigeria nearly a century earlier. 
The soldiers toppled him because 
they wanted it clearly known 
that they were in charge of  
apportioning the booty. Twenty 
eight years later in 2022, the 
soldiers are still in pole position 
as the undisputed masters, and 
guess what? Another election is 
in the offing. In Nigeria, history 
repeats itself  over and over under 
three masters.

“Having exhausted 

the political elite, 

Babangida had finally 

driven the country into a 

ditch with no exit plan. 

With both his authority 

and his nerves shot, 

he hastily announced 

that he was “stepping 

aside” on August 27, 

1993 as military ruler, to 

be replaced by Chief 

Shonekan at the head 

of an Interim National 

Government. Obasanjo 

was the principal 

advocate of the ING.

Shonekan
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Overcoming 
challenges
T

hat everything 
happens for a purpose 
is a statement of  fact 

though one might not be 
opportune to know the 
exact cause or reason for 
what happened when it did 
but at the fullness of  time, 
the real essence for that 
would manifest.

Certain things happen 
that can challenge one’s 
faith and question the need 
for moral uprightness. 
Some things can become 
tough challenges with the 
propensity to bring about 
doubt in one’s position. At 
such instances emotional 
instability might set in, 
producing some state of  
uneasiness, confusion, 
sleeplessness, worries and 
fear which many have 
fallen victim to!

When the unexpected 
happens, on the negative 
path, one may succumb to 
emotions and shed tears. 
Under such conditions, 
stark reality would 
triumph over theoretical 
fabrication that emotional 
maturity could give way 
to emotional breakdown. 
This is what happens when 
you see a man crying like 
a baby as he could not 
understand why such fate 
should befall him. Well, it 
is part of  the challenges of  
life.

Challenge is a necessity 
in life - and to live fully, 
one would encounter more 
challenges and possibly 
tougher ones. In other 
words, being cautious 
and treading always with 
care cannot insulate one 
from problems. Certain 
things are beyond human 
understanding and control.

 Problem is an integral 

part of  the living process. 
Whether we like it or 
not, with or without our 
consent, problems would 
come but embraced with 
a winner’s mindset, they 
have ways of  bringing out 
the best in us. And the 
bitter truth is that we need 
problems to grow and 
maximize our potential. 

 Trouble has a way 
of  leading into the other 
path of  discovery. A 
troubled mind can think 
zigzagly and sometimes 
act irrationally but such 
behavior could bring about 
a total turn around. The 
end of  a conscious mood 
swing can bring about 
an unexpected radical 
consciousness for an 
uncommon breakthrough. 
At tough times, tough 
people think abnormally 
and come out with 
something new. It pays to 
become tougher to handle 
and solve tough challenges. 
To become great, develop 
the attitude to demystify 
the mystery and the myth 
of  troubles.

 Be prepared and 
expectant. Welcome every 
eventuality, and then go out 
to turn it around for good. 
It is your determination 

that will define your work 
and it is your work that 
can design a glorious life 
for you. Engage yourself. 
Work the work.

 In every circumstance, 
motivate yourself  and look 
for the best. Be a source 
of  inspiration and inspire 
yourself  too. Don’t take 
‘No’ for an answer even if  
it is the only option. Don’t 
succumb to intimidation 
or give in to their gang up. 
If  you look deep, you will 
see the rays of  light even in 
the darkest of  darkness.

 Cry when it is inevitable 
but at the end, pick up 
the pieces and move on. 
Being alive is proof  that 
you can overcome that 
seemingly impossibility. 
Just try without giving 
up. Keep pushing without 
looking back. Every effort 
produces results. That 
challenge may be the best 
thing that ever happened to 
you so embrace it.

 When you become an 
object for public attack, 
may be out of  complex or 
sheer envy, don’t lose focus 
instead be encouraged 
and do more. It is because 
you do what they cannot 
imagine or think of  that 
they attack you. Growth 

brings about opposition; 
success attracts envy.

 Funny as it may sound, 
you are not just the prayer 
point of  some people but 
you continually remain 
the agendum for their 
secret meetings. However, 
as long as your hands are 
clean, any person or group 
of  persons that gang up 
against you will go down 
into the bottomless pit and 
anyone that digs a pit for 
you will be buried in that 
same pit.

Nobody can waste time 
talking about failures. They 
discuss you because you 
have what they don’t have; 
they attack you because 
they feel threatened by your 
towering achievements. 
They steal and destroy your 
property because they find 
it difficult to understand 
why you do the things you 
do so they felt the only way 
you can be at the same level 
with them is by destroying 
your investments but that 
is the worst mistake they 
have made for any person 
or group of  persons that 
directly or indirectly steal 
or destroy your property 
for no just cause will live 
a miserable life and beg to 
die.

Oh every loss comes 
with some degree of  
pains, and it pains to 
the marrow seeing one’s 
labour destroyed out of  
wickedness but it is not 
the end of  the world. 
Pick up the pieces, dust 
yourself  and move on. At 
worst, assume that you are 
starting all over again. You 
will get to the top.

 However long a cow 
constipates, it won’t have 
the size of  a goat. Despite 

the fact that every wicked 
act has consequences that 
must come to pass, you 
will remain better than the 
person that stole from you.

They did it for evil 
and might have rejoiced 
for going without being 
apprehended but that’s 
a big lie. As long as the 
covenant of  day and night 
remains, the wickedness 
of  the wicked shall find 
them. Therefore, anyone 
that is directly or indirectly 
involved in evil will not go 
unpunished. People reap 
what they sowed at the 
appointed time. They will 
live miserably and beg to 
die for as they cut short 
the flow of  someone’s 
prosperity so will their 
lives be cut short. Nothing 
they do will prosper.

 
The mischievous 

geriatric that supervised 
the digging of  a shallow 
grave by his window side, 
who was he thinking will 
be buried in it?

Were you to receive 
what you wished for 
others, what would have 
been your wishes? Treated 
the way you treat others, 
how would you feel? 
Think right. Keep your 
focus. Act right. However 
tempting, don’t use evil 
to fight another evil. The 
consequences may be 
much.

The people will 
continue to suffer whose 
members sabotage their 
collective efforts for selfish 
reasons, but the ones with 
a penchant for betrayal will 
bear the worst loss.

Resolve to see setbacks 
as opportunities and you 
will have cause to triumph 
over challenges, however, 
daunting or difficult such 
may be. Be a goal-getter.

In genuine pursuit of  
your ambition, may you 
not suffer the consequences 
of  what you know nothing 
about, and may Nature 
fight for you when they 
gang up against you!

Nobody can waste time talking 

about failures. They discuss you 

because you have what they 

don’t have; they attack you 

because they feel threatened by 

your towering achievements. 
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T
he long awaited 
candidates for 
the EzeOkpoko 

II of  Oba from the 
Isu quarter has 
become possible after 
a keenly contested 
election saw Chief  
Okwuduba Anyaorah 
(Ijele Oba) emerged 
winner while Chief  
Emmanuel Nwanegbo 
(Ezechukwunyelu) 
came second.

Fellow contestants 
for the EzeOkpoko 
II of  Oba from Isu 
quarters congratulated 
the winner also 
pledging to support 
and ensure that Chief  
Anyaorah becomes the 
next traditional ruler 
of  Oba community.

Isu quarter made up 
of  three major villages 
in Oba, Idemili South, 
Anambra State had 
earlier requested to 
be given till January 
31, 2022 to present 
their two Igweship 
candidates to the 
Oba Patriotic Union 
(OPU).

The election which 
was adjudged the freest 
and most peaceful ever 
held in the community 
by Stakeholders and 
eyewitnesses held at 
Ngali Kindred hall, 
Isu village, Oba. 

Chief   Okwuduba 
Anyaorah won 
overwhelmingly with 
358 votes while the 
runner up, Chief  
Emmanuel Nwanegbo 
polled 199 votes to 
qualify as the two 
candidates to be part 
of  the Oba EzeOkpoko 
II general election.

Other contestants 
included, Chief  Obi 
Ufondu (Ochiagha 
Idemili) who polled 
95 votes. Chief  
Vincent Ananti 
(Aninepungwu), Chief  
Uche Mmaduekwe 
(Ezechukwunyelu) and 
Chief  Alex Orakwue 
(Ochendo) polled a 
total of  7, 6 and nil 
votes respectively.

In his post election 
speech, Chief  
Anyaorah thanked his 
brethren for deciding 
with their votes that 
he would be their flag 
bearer calling on Oba 
people to hearken to 
Isu people.

“I am elated today. 

My winning today is 
for all. I am going to 
work together with all 
my fellow contestants 
because I cannot do it 
alone. Remember that 
we are going for the 
EzeOkpoko general 
election.

“I am only asking 
God for wisdom, 
wisdom, wisdom. God 
will lead us because 
good things are 
coming to Oba. I urge 
Oba people to listen to 
us. Isu has made their 
choice via election,” 
said Anyaorah.

The Isu welfare 
Association (IWA) 
President, Chief  Osita 
Ubadi flanked by IWA 

Electoral Committee 
Chairman, Felix 
Chukwufumnanya, 
IWA Secretary, 
K i n g s l e  y
C h u k w u e m e k a 
and Returning 
Officer, Anugo 
Nwakor thanked 
both the contestants 
and electorate for 
conducting themselves 
maturely.

The duo of  Chief  
Obi Ufondu and Chief  
Uche Mmaduekwe 
in their respective 
speeches congratulated 
Chief  Anyaorah 
describing his victory 
as a landslide and well 
deserved victory urging 
every Isu indigene to 

support him.

According to Chief  
Ufondu, I accept 
the outcome of  the 
election in all sincerity. 
I had earlier said that 
I will give maximum 
support to any person 
who defeats me in the 
primary election.

“As Isu qurater 
proceed for the 
Oba EzeOkpoko 
general election. 
All my supporters 
will henceforth rally 
around Ijele Oba to 
ensure his victory,” 
said Ufondu.

M m a d u e k w e 
stated:” Today Isu 
people have spoken 

with one voice that 
Chief  Okwuduba 
Anyaorah, Ijele Oba 
is our choice. I am 
deeply satisfied with 
the peaceful election 
today.

“I call on every 
son of  Isu to rally 
round Ijele until we 
deliver him as the 
next EzeOkpoko. 
Oba people know the 
proper thing to do. 
The younger does not 
choose when the elder 
is around.

“Please, Oba 
community should 
know that ‘This is 
our turn’. Anyaorah 
has wisdom, a very 
large heart and the 
development of  Oba 
community is his 
heartbeat. Nobody 
should indict Isu 
again. Isu has gotten 
the right candidate,’ 
said Mmaduekwe.

A Lagos based 
businessman, Chief  
Chukwuka Emedebe 
(Atu Oba) who came 
back for the election 
after eulogizing the 
great qualities and 
achievements of  Chief  
Anyaorah appreciated 
God for the patience 
of  people and peaceful 
election without 
bloodshed.

“God helped Isu 
people today. People 
thought that there 
will be fighting or 
killing but they were 
surprised at the level 
of  maturity exhibited. 
Oba will experience 
tremendous progress if  
Okwuduba Anyaorah 
ascends the throne,” 
said Emedebe.

IWA President, Chief  Osita Ubadi (left) presenting the winner cum number one candidate to 
represent Isu quarters in Oba Igweship general election, Chief  Okwuduba Anyaorah (Ijele 
Oba) to the people.
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COVID-19: Enugu govt partners AUDA-NEPAD 
on empowerment of 2,000 small scale farmers 

G
o v e r n o  r
I f e a n y  i
U g w u a n y i 

of  Enugu State has 
taken measures in 
furtherance of  its 
efforts to cushion the 
devastating impact 
of  the COVID-19 
pandemic on the 
people and the 
economy of  the 
state.

C o n s e q u e n t l y, 
the Enugu State 
office of  the African 
Union Development 
A g e n c y - N e w 
P a r t n e r s h i p 
for African 
D e v e l o p m e n  t
(AUDA-NEPAD), 
yesterday, held an 
interactive meeting 
with stakeholders 
in the state 
(Traditional Rulers 
of  autonomous 
communities and 
Presidents General 
of  town unions) 
on the agency’s 
agricultural project 
aimed at empowering 
small scale farmers 
and boosting food 
production to 
cushion the effects 
of  the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Addressing the 
stakeholders, the 
State Commissioner 
for Special Duties 
and State Co-
o r d i n a t o r / Fo c a l 
Person in charge of  
AU DA / N E PA D, 
Enugu Office, Hon. 
Mrs. Mabel Agbo, 
disclosed that 
A U D A - N E P A D 
Continental Office 
in collaboration with 
some International 
Agencies took 
bold measures to 
cushion the impact 
of  COVID-19 on 
the citizens by 

initiating the project, 
entitled “Innovative 
S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
of  Small holder 
Farmers Capabilities 
Towards Productive 
Land Restoration 
Amid COVID-19 in 
Nigeria”.

Mrs. Agbo said 
that “this project as 
the title connotes is 
aimed at empowering 
small holder farmers 
in our different 
communities in all 
agriculture value 
chains and segments 
(crops and livestock) 
to boost their capacity 
for food production, 
especially in the 
aftermath of  the 
devastating impact 
of  COVID-19 on our 
economy”. 

She stressed 
that “to reduce the 
negative impact of  
this pandemic, we 
must step up efforts to 
enhance the capacity 

of  our farmers to 
provide food for the 
wellbeing of  our 
citizens”.

Revealing that the 
African Union (AU) 
has set the ball rolling 
by providing the 
required money for 
the realization of  the 
agricultural project, 
the AUDA-NEPAD 
State Coordinator 
pointed out that 
“our goal-oriented 
Governor of  Enugu 
State, Rt. Hon. 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
was equally not 
found wanting as 
he readily approved 
the provision of  the 
counterpart fund 
required for this 
project”. 

Agbo therefore 
urged the 
Traditional Rulers 
of  the autonomous 
communities in 
Enugu State and the 
Presidents General 

of  Town Unions to 
ensure that lands 
are made available 
for use by the 
potential farmers, 
who she said are 
eager to embrace the 
challenges of  cluster 
farming but do not 
have the requisite 
land space for the 
agricultural project 
in their various 
communities.

“As the custodians 
of  your ancestral 
lands, we expect 
you to help by 
d i s e n t a n g l i n g 
those cultivable 
lands under your 
jurisdiction that are 
not presently in use. 

“We are also 
aware that in some 
communities, the 
Green Lands earlier 
earmarked/acquired 
by government for 
agriculture have 
been encroached by 
land grabbers.

“We enjoin you 
to help us identify 
these lands and take 
necessary steps to 
free them for use in 
this project”. 

Also speaking, the 
representative of  the 
State Commissioner 
for Agriculture, 
Mr. Afam Ngene, 
described the 
project as laudable, 
commending the 
AUDA-NEPAD for 
the initiative.

The Commission-
er equally lauded 
Gov. Ugwuanyi for 
ensuring that the pro-
gramme reaches all 
the nooks and cran-
nies of  Enugu State, 
for full actualization 
of  the objectives in 
the interest of  the 
farmers in particular 
and the state in gen-
eral. 

He hinted that the 
project has a ten years 
duration that will 

outlive the present 
administration both 
at the state and 
federal levels.

In their separate 
speeches, the Deputy 
Chairman of  Enugu 
State Council of  
Traditional Rulers, 
HRH Igwe  R.S.N. 
Eze; Igwe P.U. 
Agbo; Igwe Engr. 
Okey Ogbodo; 
Igwe Greg Ugwu; 
Igwe H.I. Eze; 
the Coordinating 
Chairman of  
Presidents General 
(PGs) in Enugu 
State, Barr. Paulinus 
Eze, and other PGs, 
thanked Governor 
Ugwuanyi for 
attracting the 
international project 
to the state and 
promised to consult 
widely with their 
communities for 
the realization of  
the all important 
programme.   

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Cross section of  Enugu traditional rulers during the event
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2023: The ‘battle’ has just begun

I
n an early start to the 
2023 general elections, 
political parties are 

busy making permutations 
and potential presidential 
candidates are forming 
alliances. A quick look at 
the top contenders in the 
All Progressive Congress 
will reveal that if  nobody 
backs down, the ruling 
party would have a keenly 
contested presidential 
primary.

So far, the two most 
notable persons who are 
believed to be eyeing the 

position are Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo and an 
APC chieftain and former 
Lagos State Governor, Bola 
Tinubu. Though the latter 
has declared his ambition, 
Osinbajo is there to do so 
though support groups keep 
springing up every day, 
‘begging’ the Vice President 
to throw his hat in the ring.

Meanwhile, there 
has been no shortage of  
controversy since Tinubu 
declared his intention. Some 
believe that he would have a 
looming presence over the 
process due majorly to his 
stupendous wealth. Some 

have also stated that the 
uncertainties surrounding 
his age and place of  birth 
should make people weary 
of  trusting him.

On the other hand, 
the effectiveness of  Yemi 
Osinbajo has become a 
topic of  debate for many. 
Some are of  the opinion 
that the regime in which he 
plays a key role has failed to 
live up to the expectations 
of  Nigerians. This is even as 
some fans of  the pastor and 
professor of  law have been 
trying very hard to separate 
Osinbajo from the failures 
of  the Buhari presidency. 

They claim he has been 
sidelined in the scheme of  
things and is practically a 
ceremonial figure.

Yet, some feel that 
Osinbajo should step down 
for his former boss. As 
governor of  Lagos, Tinubu 
appointed Osinbajo as the 
state’s Attorney General. He 
was also said to have been 
the one who nominated 
Osinbajo to the President 
Muhammadu Buhari, 
though many have come out 
to dispute that claim.

However, as the APC 
national convention beckons 
on February 26, many are 

waiting to see with bated 
breath to see the steps the 
party will take which will 
impact on the presidential 
race.

Personally, I believe the 
battle has just begun as there 
would be lots of  incredible 
intrigues and dramas as the 
year unfolds.

It is, however, pertinent 
to note that with the political 
alliances that are going on 
in the APC and People’s 
Democratic Party, the 
ultimate question remains, 
‘Which of  these unions are 
formed with the interests of  
the masses at heart’?

By Gbenga Oloniniran

Why Africa should stop 
closed-border and visa-
restriction policies
T

he heartbreaking story 
of  my friend, Pamela 
Adie, who was turned 

back at the borders of  
Mozambique a few days ago, 
isn’t new but reinforces the 
horrible and ridiculous travel 
situations for many Africans 
within the continent.

Adie, an activist, who 
leads a pro-LGBT group, 
The Equality Hub, in Nigeria 
in a series of  tweets, said 
she was turned back at the 
Southern African country 
for not having a visa. She 
did every research before 
her travel, and indeed, as 
confirmed by the Visa Index 
2022, only Visa on Arrivals 
is available for Nigerians 
into Mozambique.

The immigration officers 
insisted even though the 
Visa on Arrival policy is 
valid – and have provided 
all necessary documents 
requested; hotel reservation, 
employer’s letter, return 
ticket – she still needs to 
provide a letter of  invitation 
which has to come from 
the Mozambican embassy 
in her country inviting her. 
Like some criminal, she was 

escorted back to the plane 
and ferried back to Nigeria, 
forfeiting the purpose of  her 
business trip to the country.

Intra-African travel is 
complicated and fraught 
with suspicion. To travel 
in Africa, according to 
the Visa Openness Index 
Report 2021, 51% of  African 
countries require African 
countries to obtain a visa 
before they arrive. Twenty 
five per cent of  African 
countries welcome some 
or all African visitors visa-

free. Twenty four per cent 
of  African countries allow 
some African visitors to 
obtain a visa on arrival. Only 
Seychelles, Benin, and The 
Gambia offer visa-free access 
to Africans.

Interestingly, citizens 
of  only 15 African nations 
can travel to South Africa 
without a visa, yet holders 
of  28 different European 
passports can enter the 
country freely.

And to add that, it is 
also expensive to fly within 
the continent – thanks to 

the government’s heavy 
taxes, protectionist policies, 
poor connectivity, and 
infrastructure – which sadly 
continues to stifle the growth 
of  the aviation industry on 
the continent. On the average, 
passenger charges are twice 
as much on the continent as 
in Europe or the Middle East.

While the African Union 
has developed ambitious 
plans for the continental 
free trade area, the free 
movement of  its people lags. 
Undoubtedly, “trade is a 
force for good,” as Director-
General of  the World Trade 
Organisation Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala rightly mentioned. 
Still, the continent needs to 
review its travel policies that 
shut its people out.

Right now, African 
countries need to position 
themselves to make the 
AfCTA work strategically, 
and one of  such ways is to 
relax their visa restrictions 
for easy entry of  Africans. 
Like the European Union, 
we need to craft a working 
model that will ensure great 
success in connecting people 
and economies – and not 
with closed borders and 
harsh visa restrictions.

If  the continent is 

concerned about building 
a prosperous future for its 
citizens, it needs to set aside 
its differences and ensure 
people have the joy and 
ability to travel, work and 
live within their continent; 
otherwise, we will keep 
losing bright young minds 
who (sometimes undertake 
precarious trips) to Europe 
in search of  better lives.

And especially, for a 
continent projected to 
double its current growth 
rate by 2050, only with the 
free movement of  people 
will there be a boost in intra-
Africa trade, commerce, and 
tourism; labour mobility, 
intra-Africa knowledge, 
and skills transfer, social 
integration, and tourism; 
improved trans-border 
infrastructure and shared 
development.

Pamela’s story is too 
many painful experiences 
Africans have been exposed 
to in commuting across 
the continent. Her thread 
is full of  bile testimonials 
and harrowing experiences 
of  people in the hands of  
government officials at 
the borders and in African 
countries. We need to do 
better.

Economy

By Gbenga Oloniniran



2023: Abia APC to sack 
PDP over woeful misrule 
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Special report

...Stakeholder, leaders unite, end rift

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Abia 
State chapter has told 

the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in the state 
to get ready to vacate 
the government house in 
Umuahia.

The APC after a meeting/
interaction with stakeholders 
of  the party in Ukwa East 
Local Government Area 
of  the state, said they are 
now very united and ready 
to comfortably show the 
PDP the exit door after 
several years of  their woeful 
performance.

Chairman-elect of  
Abia APC, Dr. Kingsley 
Ononugbu said that the unity 
in APC will bring the change 
Abia needs to liberate itself  
from what is currently going 
on in the state.

He said, “We’re coming 
together, unifying and several 
key people from the other side 
have come in so members of  
the Executive-elect are here 
to welcome them. 

“This shows a sign of  
unification. When people are 

coming together willingly 
without being coaxed, it 
means the deceit has stopped. 

“Everyone has realized 
that there’s only one APC in 
Abia State. We’re one. The 
fight is outside not within. 
We’re building together to 
march on.”

A stakeholder and pioneer 
Publicity Secretary of  Abia 
APC, Comrade Benedict 
Godson said that his presence 
at the unification event shows 
that there is only one APC.

“This party is stronger 
under the leadership of  High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike with 

Dr.Kingsley Ononugbu as 
Chairman-elect and Chief  
Chidi Avaja as Secretary 
elect. 

“I have been in this 
party and I can speak to 
you authoritatively that 
the majority of  the strong 
stakeholders at the other side 
are back here. APC Abia 
State is moving forward and 
there’s no going back at all.”

Davies Jumbo who was 
rumoured to have taken the 
party to the court said he 
was not part of  any court 
case against the leadership 
of  APC under High Chief  

Ikechi Emenike which he is 
a Ward Chairman and urged 
the public to disregard such 
stories as the party is united.

Also speaking, Chief  
Ugochukwu Nduwuisi, a 
major stakeholder in Ukwa 
East and the party’s local 
government candidate in the 
2020 Abia council election 
said he is happy to be reunited 
with the party.

Chief  Chidi Avaja, 
Secretary elect who could 
not hide his joy about the 
unity in the party said that 
as far as Abia State APC is 
concerned, there is nothing 
like faction.

“It’ll be better for those 
people whose legs are here 
but out the other way to come 
back and join this moving 
train to conquer Abia come 
2023. We’re getting 2023. I’m 
98% sure that APC will take 
over Abia State come 2023 
there’s no two ways about it,” 
he said. Hon. Grant Nwogu,  
a Congress-elect Deputy 
Treasurer of  the party said 
that Abia APC is the party 
to beat, adding that there is 
unity in the party now and 
all the stories of  factions are 

no more. 
Another party stakeholders 

and Acting Chairman, Rural 
Electrification Agency 
(REA), Engineer Alozie 
Solomon said that the coming 
of  the party excos elect to 
Ukwa East is a sign that there 
is no faction in APC. 

“It’s also a sign that APC 
has come to stay in Abia. It’s 
also a sign that the end of  
PDP here is very close. We’re 
here to welcome more family 
members into APC. With the 
unity we’ve secured, there’s 
now an end in sight in the 
rule of  PDP come 2023.”

Mrs. Cicilia Erondu, 
State women leader-elect 
expressed her joy at the fresh 
unity in the party adding that 
from what is going on, she 
is sure that APC will have 
100% progress in Abia State.

Another prominent 
stakeholder, Engineer Chris 
Okpechi said that the meeting 
in Ukwa East is a rallying 
point for all members of  APC, 
adding that it goes to show you 
that there is no crack in the 
party as everyone is coming 
together with one main target 
which is to rescue Abia.

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

It’s also a sign that APC has come 
to stay in Abia. It’s also a sign that 
the end of PDP here is very close. 

We’re here to welcome more 
family members into APC. With 
the unity we’ve secured, there’s 
now an end in sight in the rule of 

PDP come 2023.”

“

Ikpeazu Ononugbu
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2023: Ohanaeze spits 
fire, cautions against 
Northern president

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
w o r l d w i d e 
has warned 

Northern politicians 
making moves to 
succeed President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
that such moves if  
realized will sink 
Nigeria.

The Secretary-
General Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo worldwide, 
Mazi Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro said that the 
North must consider the 
security implications of  
retaining power beyond 
2023.

The apex Igbo socio-
cultural group said 
that the North should 
voluntarily hand power 
over to the South for the 
interest of  peace and 
stability and respect for 
rotational presidency 
agreement.

Ohanaeze said failure 
to voluntarily concede 
power to the South 
means that North have 
decided to set Nigeria 
ablaze and sink it. 
Isiguzoro warned 
politicians that changing 
the narratives of  the 
rotational presidency 
with falsehood and 
fallacies temporarily 
for inordinate ambition 
will have disastrous 
consequences if  
achieved by 2023.

He said that Ndigbo 
has been pushed out of  
Nigeria based on the fact 
that those he referred 
to as the “owners 
of  Nigeria” craftily 
designed policies and 
procedures to enslave 
the people of  the 
South-East politically 
and economically 

which only 2023 Igbo 
Presidency will assuage 
the perceptions that 
Igbo are still part of  
Nigeria.

Isiguzoro called on 
former Vice President, 
Atiku Abubakar to 
reciprocate the support 
Igbos gave to him in 
the 2019 presidential 
election by supporting 
one of  his most trusted 
Igbo allies for 2023.

He said reciprocating 
Igbos support is what 
Atiku should do rather 
than sending his 
campaign team to Igbo-
land.

“Atiku shouldn’t have 
sent his foot-soldiers 
to come up with tales 
by moonlight, as it’s 
arrogant, absurd and 
disrespectful to come to 
the South-East and look 
at us in our faces and 
vomited fallacies that 
north’s tenure has not 
expired.

“We wish to 
categorically state that 

it’s Igbo’s turn to succeed 
President Buhari in 
2023 and Atiku should 
reciprocate the support 
Igbos gave him in 2019 
and support one of  his 
most trusted Igbo allies 
for 2023.”

Ohanaeze further 
warned that all 
endeavours to bring 
another Northerner as 
President in 2023 will be 
a disaster and it will sink 
Nigeria, stressing that 
many Southern ethnic 
groups will join Igbos to 
walk away from Nigeria 
as ethnic domineering 
and intimidation will 
end up the union. 

“Atiku had refused to 
learn from history, as 
he’s the best President 
Nigeria will never have, 
as age and competence 
is the new watchword 
and order, to determine 
who will be President 
in 2023. “Age is not on 
the side of  Atiku, he 
should end the ill-fated 
journey to Aso Rock 
and support Ndigbo.”

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

“Ohanaeze said failure to voluntarily concede 

power to the South means that North have 

decided to set Nigeria ablaze and sink it. 

Isiguzoro warned politicians that changing 

the narratives of the rotational presidency 

with falsehood and fallacies temporarily 

for inordinate ambition will have disastrous 

consequences if achieved by 2023.

Atiku

Isiguzoro



...As Soludo Support Group kicks off 
membership verification exercise

News

Ohanaeze extols Soludo on using 
Innoson vehicles
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he President-Gen-
eral of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Professor  

George Obiozor has ex-
tolled the Anambra State 
Governor-elect, Professor 
Charles Soludo, on his de-
sire to use Innoson vehicle 

as his official car while in 
Office.

In a congratulatory mes-
sage to Professor Soludo 
made available to News 
Echo Correspondent in 
Enugu, the Ohanaeze boss 
enthused, “the age-long 
strategic place of  Anam-
bra State in Igbo Land and 
hopes that his sterling ped-

News Echo   Monday 31 January - Tuesday 1 February, 2022                                               Page 12

Father cries on how NSCDC killed 
son, urges police to investigate matter
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

E
lder Agbai Isaac, the 
father of  24-year-old 
tailor, Solomon Isaac 

who was allegedly shot to 
death by men of  the Nige-
rian Security and Civil De-
fence Corps (NSCDC) in 
Aba, has pleaded with rele-
vant authorities to help get 
justice for his son.

In his plea, he called on 
the government, Abia State 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Civil Society Organizations 
and other related groups, to 
assist in calling for the arrest 
and bringing to book, those 
behind the killing of  his son.

Elder Isaac, said that Sol-
omon was on his way back 
to his tailoring shop along 
Uratta Road, Aba, Abia 
State when NSCDC per-
sonnel chasing hoodlums, 
inadvertently pointed their 
guns and fired sporadically 
at their No 6, Obuda Street 

residence gate killing him.
He said, he was disturbed 

that after formally reporting 
the matter to the Uratta-Ezi-
ukwu Police Division, the 
authorities had not visited 
the scene of  the incident but 
only blamed him for taking 
wounded Solomon to the 
hospital, where he was pro-
claimed dead.

According to him, the 
Uratta-Eziukwu Police Di-
vision said the matter was 
reported to them three hours 
before his arrival, but could 
not disclose who reported it 
to the officers on duty.

He said, “Police said the 
matter was already reported 
to them when we arrived at 
the station but did not tell us 
who did and the person’s in-
terest in the killing.

“They blamed us for not 
bringing the boy first to the 
station before taking him to 
hospital.”

Speaking on increased 
criminal activities in the 

area, Isaac, said Uratta Road, 
was notorious for armed ban-
ditry, snatching of  people’s 
belongings including hand-
bags, cellphones, noting that 
bad roads and other environ-
mental hazards in the area, 
provided a haven for youths 
engaging in crimes.

He appealed to the govern-
ment, security agencies and 
non-governmental organisa-
tions, to bring pressure on the 
police in Uratta-Eziukwu, to 
commence investigations on 
the matter to unravel those 
involved and punish them ac-
cording to the law.

Isaac’s younger brother, 
Sunny Agbai, who was at 
home at the time of  the shoot-
ing on Friday, January 7th, 
said Solomon was shot, as he 
opened the gate and was leav-
ing for his shop.

Agbai said he was taken to 
two hospitals for urgent treat-
ment in a bid to save his life, 
while the police at the Aba 
Area Command who they 

Comrade Olisa Nwuruku inaugurating the JCC in Abakaliki.

igree would add extra-or-
dinary value to social eco-
nomics of  the State and the 
entire Igbo Land”

Soludo, he noted, had by 
the robust steps taken so far, 
proved beyond doubt that 
he is an experienced devel-
opment economist and a 
scholar of  note. Professor 
Chinua Achebe had long 

had approached to report the 
incident referred them to the 
Uratta-Eziukwu Division.

The victim, he lamented, 
was later taken to the Seventh 
Day Adventists (SDA) Hos-
pital, in Ogbor-Hill, where 
Solomon was declared dead, 
and his body later got depos-
ited in the mortuary.

Elder brother of  the de-
ceased, Chijioke Isaac, said 
he had gone to a nearby shop 
to buy detergent for laundry 
and was coming into the 
house when bullets began 
flying and subsequently hit 
his brother Solomon who fell 
into his hands, shouting “I 
have been shot.”

According to Chijioke, the 
gunshots were sporadic and 
variously directed towards 
their house fence and gate.

Abia Police spokesman, SP 
Geoffrey Ogbonna, could not 
be reached for comment as 
his phone was not connect-
ing.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he official unveiling 
and launching of  Solu-
do Support Group 

(SSG) verification materials 
has kick started at Maybond 
Hotel, Awka.

According to Hon. 
Chinedu Nwoye Glamour, 
Convener/National Coordi-
nator, SSG, Chairman ASSG 
and member, Anambra Gov-
ernorship Transition Com-
mittee, he stressed on the 
numerous benefits of  being a 
verified member. As revealed, 
SSG has an ICT office where 
database of  all members will 
be stored on the computer 
system digitally.

 “Not every member will 
be appointed to work for the 
incoming administration but 
verified members who are 
into business, trading and 
artisans will be empowered. 
There would be easy access 
to SSG members who are 
appointed into the cabinet of  
the Government.”

 “The Governor-elect ap-
preciated us for all our strug-
gles. Many of  us put our 
money and time since the 
beginning of  this project. I en-
tered the committee and was 
humbled with the wisdom of  
members. My understanding 
of  administration and gov-
ernance changed after the 
three days retreat at Golden 
Tulip Hotel, Agulu Lake.”

 “If  you have appointment 

lamented that the problem 
of  Nigeria is leadership. 

The implication of  the 
Achebe statement, Obio-
zor said, is that if  President 
Muhammadu Buhari, 36 
State Governors, National 
Assembly members, Min-
isters, among others adopt 
the Soludo model by pa-
tronizing the local goods 
and services including 
medicare, schools, cars, 
foods, the regrettable tail-
spin of  Nigerian economy, 
perhaps, may be reversed. 

“Evidently, Daron Ace-
moglu and James Robinson 
in Why Nations Fail, had 
Nigeria in mind when they 
stated that poor countries 
are poor, because the au-
thorities make choices that 
create poverty”, he said.

The Innoson Vehicle 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd 
(IVM) is a Nigerian auto-
mobile manufacturer based 
in Nnewi, Anambra State, 
Nigeria.  The IVM was 
founded by an Igbo entre-
preneur, Chief  Innocent 
Chukwuma. 

The Innoson vehicles, 
also known as the Pride of  
African Road, have gained 
wide market and accepta-
bility, especially in African 
countries, namely; Mali, Si-
erra Leone, Ghana, among 
others. 

In July 2017, the Mali-
an government placed an 
order for 400 Innoson ve-
hicles and they were duly 
supplied. Also, in August 
2020, the Sierra Leone gov-
ernment placed an order 

to the IVM worth of  over 
$4.7million and were deliv-
ered. 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo lead-
er had posited that when 
the volume of  import into 
a country far exceed its ex-
ports, the balance of  trade 
is distorted and the value of  
its currency severely threat-
ened. 

“The self-induced impe-
rialism and mass poverty 
by the Nigerian leadership 
takes various forms: most 
people in government own 
buildings in the USA, UK, 
Germany, France and their 
children attend schools in 
foreign countries; the fuel 
for cars, gas for bigger ma-
chines, including kerosene; 
health care are sourced 
from foreign countries”, he 
added.

in mind as a reason of  being a 
member of  SSG, you may be 
disappointed but if  your de-
sires for the incoming admin-
istration is good governance 
and dividends of  democracy, 
you will never be disappoint-
ed.”

108 Anambra unemployed 
youths get N10.8m on 
Agric development 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

O
ne hundred and eight  
(108) unemployed 
graduates in Anambra 

state have benefited from the 
agricultural loan empower-
ment scheme organised by the 
,Rural Employment Promo-
tion programme of  National 
Directorate of  Employment, 
(NDE).

The loan scheme was split 
into three major categories 
which included Graduate 
Agricultural Empowerment 
Scheme, GAES, Agribusiness 
Enhancement Scheme, AES, 
Sustainable Development 
and Empowerment Scheme, 
SADES and the Communi-
ty-Based Agricultural Em-
powerment Scheme, CBAES.

Addressing the beneficiar-
ies over the weekend during 
the orientation ceremony at 
Amawbia in Awka South lo-
cal government area, the Di-
rector General of  NDE, Mal-
lam Abubakar Nuhu Fikpo 
said GAES  was designed to 
engage unemployed youths in 
livestock and crop production 
along its value chain of  mar-
keting and consumption.

The DG who was repre-
sented by the Deputy Direc-
tor, Edem Duke, noted that 
under GAES, 24 persons with 

passion for agriculture were se-
lected to be among the benefi-
ciaries of   #100,000 cash loan.

“Also, 39 selected benefi-
ciaries have received#100,000 
each under the Agribusiness 
Enhancement Scheme, AES. 
This scheme is designed to 
assist the NDE graduated 
trainees to have seed money to 
enhance their businesses and 
create employment from their 
immediate environment.

“Additional 24 selected 
beneficiaries received another 
#100,000 each under SADES, 
designed to assist majority 
of  the graduated trainees of  
Sustainable Agricultural De-
velopment Training Scheme, 
SADTS, with soft loan to en-
gage in Agribusiness. “Finally, 
21 beneficiaries got #100,000 
under CBAES also designed 
to empower unemployed 
graduates. This will help cush-
ion the effect of  the negative 
factors affecting farm com-
munities, improve economic 
growth and develop the rural 
environment.” Fikpo stated.

However, the State Coor-
dinator of  NDE, Mrs. Chika 
Ufele assured that the bene-
ficiaries of  the loan scheme 
would make judicious use 
of  the money by creating 
employment for themselves, 
employ others to help fight 
against extreme poverty.
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Umahi declares prayers for successor
From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has called for 

prayers for a smooth tran-
sition to the next leaders of  
the state and the nation in 
the general and successful 
completion of  all ongoing 
projects.

Umahi made the decla-
ration while speaking at 
the end of  Sunday church 
service held at New Gov-
ernment House Chapel, 
Ochudo centenary City, 
Abakaliki.

While declaring the seven 
days of  fasting and prayers 
for the programmes of  the 
State, Governor Umahi 
pledged to leave the deci-

sion of  who replaces him to 
God and the people to en-
sure that those who emerge 
would be magnanimous in 
victory.

“You cannot battle with 
the Lord, if  he has said that 
he will bring it to pass, so if  
you plan to amass wealth 
through public office, God 
will resist you in 2023 in Je-
sus’ name, Amen.

“Anything you are con-
testing that you don’t have 
peace, you have to avoid it. 
For me, I have left my life 
to God to manage and to 
manipulate and I am very 
convinced that since we 
could do what we did in Eb-
onyi State, God will show 
mercy and we will replicate 
what we have done here at 
the National level.

NANS kicks, warns 
EBSU against fee hike
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he National Associa-
tion of  Nigerian Stu-
dents, NANS, Zone 

‘B’ South-East and South-
South has kicked against in-
crease in school fees and oth-
er levies by the management 
of  Ebonyi State University.

The Coordinator, NANS 
Zone B South-South/South-
East, Comrade Nwurukwu 
Olisa Alfred, who raised the 
issue during a press confer-
ence  in Abakaliki called the 
management to scrap the 
newly introduced levies in-
cluding developmental levies 
and accreditation fees due to 
the bad nature of  the nation’s 
economy nowadays.

He said it has become nec-
essary for the management 
to reconsider their request by 
stepping down the newly in-
troduced levies.

He said that students’ 
leadership would make its 
position known after the con-
gress of  the Students’ Union 
which was scheduled to hold 
on 1st February, 2022.

He however appealed to 
the students to be law abiding 
and not to take laws into their 
hands in their quest to seek 
reversal of  the fee increase.

“I applauded the manage-
ment of  Ebonyi State Uni-
versity, Abakaliki, for always 
hearkening to the cries of  the 
students. I initiated negotia-
tions with the  management 
on the need to have a second 
thought on the newly intro-
duced “Developmental levy” 
for 100 level students, and 
accreditation fees for contin-
uous students, considering 
the economic situation in the 
country. “Based on this, we 
pleaded the levies be scraped 
or possible adjustment done 
immediately.

“While we lend our voices 

with the SUG leadership to 
chart a way forward, we’ve 
resolved to be following up 
the resolutions of  the Con-
gress and to follow-up accord-
ingly to make sure Nigerian 
students get relieved from 
this sudden hike in their tui-
tion fees through initiation of  
some new fees into the uni-
versity amidst the econom-
ic situation in the country,” 
Nwuruku said.

The NANS delegation, ac-
cording to Nwurukwu, had 
earlier presented other issues 
including students’ welfare 
but the university manage-
ment promised to address 
everything by paying full at-
tention to their requests as 
usual.

Meanwhile the NAN S 
Joint Campus Committee, 
(JCC)  Ebonyi State have 
been inaugurated following 
the dissolution of  all stand-
ing committees of  the South 
East and South-South South 
zones at the 58th convention 
of   NANS zone B,  held in 
December 2021.

The Coordinator, NANS 
Zone B South-South/South-
East, Comrade Nwurukwu 
Olisa Alfred,  after the inau-
guration, charged the new 
committee to be steadfastness 
in discharging their duties, 
without undermining ac-
countability and probity. 

He noted that the Joint 
Campus Committee is in 
charge of  all the institutions 
of  learning in all the States of  
South-South and South-East; 
saddled with the responsibili-
ty of  overseeing the activities 
of  the Students Union Gov-
ernments, SUG.

The new committee is 
chaired by Comrade Ettu 
Maduabuchi Eze, a post grad-
uate student of  Alex Ekweme 
Federal University, Ndufu 
Alike Ikwo (AE-FUNAI).

Cross section of Ebonyi Exco members during the prayers for Gov. Umahi’s successor.

Nnamdi Kanu’s lawyer says court
verdict ‘ll aid release 
O

ne of  the lawyers 
of  Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, Aloy 

Ejimakor has said a recent 
judgement by the Abia State 
High Court would aid the 
release of  the IPOB leader.

He said this in a state-
ment on Sunday titled, ‘The 
Abia High Court judgement 
has paved way for Nnamdi 
Kanu’s bail to be reinstated’.

According to him, the 
judgement proved that 
Nnamdi Kanu didn’t jump 
bail “voluntarily”.

Report had it that on 
January 19, a High Court 
in Abia State ordered the 
Federal Government to pay 
the sum of  N1 billion to the 

leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, Nnamdi 
Kanu, and issue a letter of  
apology to him.

Kanu had approached the 
Court demanding N5 bil-
lion over the invasion of  his 
father’s house by the mili-
tary on September 10, 2017.

Making clarification on 
the verdict, the lawyer said, 
“This press release is ne-
cessitated by the flurry of  
public commentaries on 
the 19th January 2022 judg-
ment of  the High Court of  
Abia State in favor of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu.

“Most of  the commentar-
ies have bordered on exam-
ining the latent impacts the 

judgment may have beyond 
the monetary award and the 
apology. Of  particular note 
is whether the judgment 
should directly or indirectly 
impact the persisting notion 
that Kanu had jumped bail 
in 2017, which was what 
grounded the bench warrant 
that was used to justify his 
rendition.

“In summary, the answer 
is in the affirmative that this 
landmark judgment has cre-
ated new legal opportunities 
for Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, es-
pecially as regards impeach-
ing the bench warrant that 
grandfathered his extraordi-
nary rendition.

 “You will recall that from 

late 2017, I had maintained 
a well-publicized stance that 
Nnamdi Kanu never jumped 
bail and that he will, in due 
course of  time, prove that 
it was the Nigerian govern-
ment that compelled him to 
flee and seek refuge outside 
Nigeria. This was the mate-
rial issue before the Court 
and it prevailed.

“In particular, the Court 
held that: ‘It is the view of  
this Court that the Army set 
out as pythons to terminate 
the life of  Nnamdi Kanu. 
The military invasion of  his 
home at Afaraukwu Ibeku is 
so notorious that this Court 
cannot turn a blind eye to it. 
He deserves an apology and 
compensation’.

Anambra NUJ gets new Chairman
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Nigeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ), 
Anambra State 

Council during the weekend 
elected new executives to 
pilot its affairs for the next 
three years.

News Echo who moni-
tored the exercise reports 
that the election, which held 
at Dr. Godwin Ezeemo In-
ternational Press Centre 
Awka, saw the emergenc of  
Dr. Emeka Odogwu of  the 
Correspondent’s Chapel as 
Chairman while Mrs. Ngo-
zi Obileri of  the Anambra 
Broadcasting Service, ABS, 

emerged the vice chairman.
Declaring Dr. Odogwu 

the winner of  the elec-
tion after polling a total of  
one hundred and ten votes 
against his two opponents, 
Mr. Abuchi Onwumelu, 
who polled one hundred 
and three votes and Mr. 
Emma Udeagha, Mr. Agu-
siobo explained that the 
election was the best so far 
in the history of  NUJ in An-
ambra State and urged the 
electorate to support those 
they elected.

In his acceptance speech, 
Dr. Odogwu described his 
victory as ordained by God 
and promised to fulfil all 
promises made during his 
campaign.

Vice Chairlady, Mrs. Obil-
eri, while expressing happi-
ness over victory, assured 
that she will put in her best 
to ensure the progress of  the 
union in the state.

The outgone chairman, 
Mr. Francis Ekpone, in his 
valedictory speech, thanked 
all who came out to vote 
their rightful candidate. He 
however, charged the new 
executives to work transpar-
ently for the growth of  the 
council and uphold the ten-
ancy of  the union.

The election was super-
vised by officials of  the 
Credentials Committee, 
NUJ Anambra State Coun-
cil 2022 election, led by the 

“The Presidency at this 
time is such that if  God has 
not called you, it is going to 
be very difficult.

The Chaplain of  the 
Government House Chap-
el, Pastor Eunice Oyeyemi 
admonished Christians 

to always hold on to God 
in times of  difficulty for a 
spiritual solution to their 
predicaments.

“Amid darkness, God’s 
light shines, when you go 
through challenges and you 
don’t have the right infor-

mation, you are liable to be 
troubled, in the world you 
have challenges but amid 
challenges, there is always 
victory at last.

“Accept God’s word, 
God’s word can never come 
late, if  God says you will 

have victory, you will have 
victory, in believing, you 
will have victory, in doubt, 
you will fail, don’t give in, 
don’t accept anything that is 
not consistent with the word 
of  God.

chairman, Mr. Victor Agu-
siobo and the secretary, Mrs. 
Sylvia Tochukwu-Ngige.

While Mrs. Obileri won 
with one hundred and for-
ty-two votes against Mrs. 
Betty Onuchukwu, who 
polled seventy-one votes to 
emerge the Vice Chairman, 
Mr. Aloysius Ofordile, was 
returned unopposed as the 
secretary.

Also Mr. Okechukwu 
Onuegbu the Assistant Sec-
retary, Mr. Ogemdi Ozoe-
mena, the Treasurer, Mr. 
John Ndu the Financial 
Secretary and Mrs. Gloria 
Ilonya the Auditor were re-
turned unopposed.

Special attraction fea-
tured the swearing-in of  the 
new executives as well as 
merriment for a successful 
election.
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Foreign News

AstraZeneca China summoned
over suspected fraud 

C
hinese authorities 
summoned officials 
of  AstraZeneca China 
regarding an investi-

gation of  suspected medical in-
surance fraud by the company’s 
employees, the National Health-
care Security Administration 
(NHSA) said on Saturday.

The regulator of  the state med-
ical insurance fund said authori-
ties ordered the arrest of  all sus-
pects, but did not give details of  
the suspected violations or the 
size of  funds involved.

It demanded that AstraZeneca 
China close loopholes in supervi-
sion of  marketing activities, the 
NHSA added.

In a statement on Friday, the 
company said some employees 
in the southern city of  Shenzhen 
had altered or participated in al-
tering patients’ testing reports, 
and were suspected of  medical 
insurance fraud.

The NHSA and public securi-
ty ministry held a meeting with 
company officials in December 
to brief  them on the investiga-
tion, it added.

“AstraZeneca China takes 
such employee misconduct seri-
ously and welcomes the recom-
mendations by the NHSA and 
MOPS,” it said.

An AstraZeneca spokesperson 
said all employees involved in 

the Shenzhen case were Chinese 
nationals.

The company has taken disci-
plinary action against those em-
ployees and has reported their 
violations to the authorities, the 
statement said.

Authorities will launch nation-
wide campaigns to stamp out 
fraud that involves altering genet-
ic test results, the NHSA added, 
urging those responsible for such 
violations to turn themselves in.

The study concludes that a quarantine pe-
riod of 14 days is not enough to contain 
the spread of Covid.

Australia flies medical team
to Covid-hit Solomon Islands

A
ustralia flew a small 
team of  emergency med-
ical specialists to Honi-

ara on Saturday after the Solo-
mon Islands requested help in 
battling a worsening outbreak of  
Covid-19.

Australian officials said the 
team of  eight experts landed in 
the capital alongside a shipment 
of  more than 37,000 vaccine 
doses. 

“The multi-disciplinary team 
includes specialists in emergency 
medicine, infectious disease con-

trol, logistics and occupational 
therapy,” the foreign affairs de-
partment said in a statement.

“The Australian government is 
committed to standing with the 
people of  Solomon Islands as 
they respond to and recover from 
Covid-19.”

Until last week, the nation of  
700,000 had recorded no deaths 
and just 31 infections but on Fri-
day confirmed cases climbed to 
nearly 900 with five deaths.

Actual numbers are likely 
much higher due to limited test-

3 Brazilians tested Covid
positive continuously for
over 70 days - Reports

 An AstraZeneca sign is seen at the third China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai.

ing capacity.
A lockdown in the capital, 

which began Tuesday and was 
due to end Saturday evening, 
has been extended until Sunday 
morning as authorities struggle 
to contain the virus with vaccina-
tion rates low.

Under the orders residents 
must stay at home unless they 
have been granted an exemption 
as an essential services worker.

According to World Health 
Organization data from January 
22, just over 270,000 vaccine dos-
es had been administered in the 
Solomons.

The Australian team is the lat-
est form of  aid sent by Canberra 
after the arrival of  medical sup-
plies, including oxygen concen-
trators and protective equipment.

It is Australia’s second inter-
vention in the Solomons in re-
cent months after troops and po-
lice were deployed late last year 
in the wake of  riots over Prime 
Minister Manasseh Sogavare’s 
rule. A team of eight Australian experts landed in the capital, Honiara.

T
he study concludes that a 
quarantine period of  14 
days is not enough to con-

tain the spread of  Covid).
A new study published in the 

Frontiers in Medicine Journal has 
claimed that the SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus may remain active for more 
than what is now believed. These 
are, however, not regular cases and 
have been terms as atypical cases. 
Out of  38 Brazillian patients, who 
have been tracked for this study, 
two men and a woman were con-
tinuously found positive for more 
than 70 days.

“Based on this result, we can 
say that about 8 per cent of  people 
infected by SARS-CoV-2 may be 
able to transmit the virus for more 
than two months, without neces-
sarily manifesting any symptoms 
during the final stage of  the infec-
tion,” said Marielton dos Passos 
Cunha, first author of  the article.

The aim of  the study was to as-
sess whether a period of  14 days 
is adequate as the quarantine peri-
od. The author said though these 
atypical cases were few, they have 
concluded that 14 days are not 
enough to be sure that the person 
can’t spread the infection. . It can 
take a month for a patient to test 
negative, and in some cases in-

cluded in our study the patients re-
mained positive for 71 to 232 days, 
the researchers said.

The patients who participated 
in the study were tested until they 
tested negative.

In these three atypical cases, the 
virus remained detectable for 71 
days in the woman and 81 days 
in one of  the two men. None of  
them had comorbidities and all 
had mild symptoms of  Covid-19. 
The other man who continued to 
test positive for coronavirus for 
232 days had HIV but he had no 
viral load as he had already un-
dergone treatment. All of  them 
were infected by lineage B.1.1.28, 
which entered Brazil at the start of  
2020, reports said.



Cr   me Watch
eactions have trailed Rthe killing of  a girl 
identified as Rofiat 

by her boyfriend and three 
others at Oke Aregba area of  
Abeokuta in Ogun State on 
Saturday.

It was earlier reported 
that Soliu, who was the 
boyfriend of  Rofiat had, 
with the aid of  his friends 
strangled her, cut off  her 
head and burnt same in a 
local pot, purportedly for 
money ritual.

Luck ran out on the 
teenagers when a local 
community guard, Segun 
Adewusi, sighted their 
activities and reported to the 
police at Adatan.

The police arrested 17-
year-old Wariz Oladeinde, 
19-year-old Abdulgafar 20-
year -old  Lukman and 
Mustakeem, all residents of  
Abeokuta.

Soliu, Rofiat's boyfriend 
who initially absconded was 
later arrested by the police.

According to the Ogun 
Po l i c e  S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  
Abimbola Oyeyemi, the 
boys have all confessed to 
the crime, claiming they 
planned to use the burnt 
human head for money 
ritual.

In the wake of  the 
heinous incident, Nigerians 
who could not hide their 
disdain for the teenagers' 
actions took to social media 
to express their worries.

Many recalled their 
goals at age 17, questioning 
why Nigerian teenagers 
were overwhelmed by the 
get-rich-quick syndrome.

Some blamed parents 
and guardians for failing in 
their responsibilities to bring 
up their children and wards 
uprightly, while others said it 
was a result of  the dwindling 
value system in the country.

However, many have 
blamed the government for 
failing to provide good 
leadership and governance, 
saying this is why youths 
resort to internet fraud and 
ritual killings to get rich 
quick.

T h e  O g u n  S t a t e  
Chairman of  the National 
Youth Council of  Nigeria, 
Abduljabar Ayelaagbe said: 
“These teenagers '  and 
youngsters' propensity to 
commit crimes for money is 
increasingly disturbing. Our 
society's approval of  moral 
laxity is, no doubt, a source 
of  this malady.

“We all owe it a duty to 
help the security agencies 
and the government to arrest 
the situation and save our 
socie ty  f rom looming 
destruction.”

A n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
j o u r n a l i s t ,  S o d i q  
Ojuroungbe, posited that 
“Parents are no longer 
t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  

responsibilities. Society, 
especially this Abeokuta, is 
really a bad place for a child 
to grow up. There are 
thousands of  jobless guys 
here and there. Bars and 
clubhouses are always full, 
every day is like a party here, 
and many of  those small 
kids look up to these Yahoo 
Boys-turned-ritualists as role 
models.

“Some parents even 
take their children to where 
they can learn Yahoo-
Yahoo. We have instances 
where the mother will take 
her child to where they can 
do rituals for him. It is funny 
when you look around here 
and the only job you see 
people do and are always 
proud of  is this Yahoo 
Yahoo. You are ridiculed 
when you hustle through 
normal means.

“It takes the grace of  
God, family background, 
and self-discipline for some 
of  us not to engage in it. This 
country is in a big trouble by 
the time all these small boys 
are ripe.”

Bolaji Ajose, a student 
o f  M o s h o o d  A b i o l a  
Polytechnic, Abeokuta, said 
many of  the teenagers were 
being influenced by what 
they see on social media.

Ajose made reference to 
Tiktok, where he said 
traditionalists advertise how 
to get rich through fetish 
means on videos.

Speaking, Abiodun 
Adeniji, blamed a parent, 
who he said encouraged his 
son to engage in internet 
fraud.

“That's where we've 
found ourselves. You can't 
imagine an elderly man 
saying with pride that his son 
is a Yahoo boy and that he 
loves it that way. He said the 
guy is taking back his 
grandparent's stolen wealth 
from the white people. It 
baffles me anytime it comes 
to my memory.

Adeniji suggested that 
“some of  those guys should 
be arrested and sentenced 

accordingly with their 
parents.”

Also, a graduate of  
Mass Communication,  
Lovelyn Azobu, suggested 
that youths who engage in 
internet fraud and ritual 
killings should be sentenced 
alongside their parents, and 
possibly wives, girlfriends, 
concubines and so on, to 
serve as a deterrent to 
others.”

Adebola Oluwaseun 
s a i d ,  “ L a z i n e s s ,  
unseriousness, arrogance, 
disregard for authorities is 
prevalent amongst today's 
youths.

“Imagine a secondary 
school leaver with no skills, 
saying he can't work under 
anybody and he goes about 
with iPhone looking for 
clients. It's so pathetic and 
we are seated on a nuclear 
bomb if  an emergency isn't 
declared by parents, spiritual 
leaders, political leaders etc.

“The  soc ie ty  i s  a  
reflection of  the family and 
this is where the present and 
future leaders will be chosen 
from!

“Just like the Netflix 
new series, “All of  us are 
dead” (God forbid), if  a 
s y s t e m i c ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  
methodical plan/approach 
isn't declared.”

hree trans-border drug Ttraffickers have been 
a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e 

N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w 
E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NDLEA).

They were trying to 
smuggle 48,000 tablets of  
225mg Tramadol through 
Mubi in Adamawa to the 
Cameroon Republic.

Similarly, more than 
1,200 packs of  imported 
L o u d  w e i g h i n g  1 , 5 0 0 
kilograms were intercepted in 
raids across Lagos and Edo.

The suspected traffickers 
– Mohammed Hussaini (32), 
A d a mu  B e l l a  ( 1 8 )  a n d 

o fewer than five 

Nresidents of  Ilesa, 
Osun State, have 

been killed during clashes 
between two rival cult 
groups and suspected land 
grabbers.

According to reports, 
the fight started on Friday 
af ter noon after  some 
youths, suspected to be 
cult members, stormed a 
new building that was 
being roofed at Omi-
Tuntun area of  Ilesa and 
demanded money from 

workers at the site.
One witness, Mr Bisi 

Oyetade, told newsmen 
that the hoodlums, who 
a l so  opera te  as  land 
grabbers, were told to stop 
extorting workers at the 
site by some suspected 
cultists, said to be relations 
of  the house owner.

Oyetade narrated that 
a clash broke out following 
the altercation and a 
suspected cult is t  was 
overpowered, dragged to 
the bush and hacked to 
d e a t h  b y  t h e  g a n g 
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  n e w 
building.

He said the hoodlums 
regrouped at night and 
avenged the death of  their 
colleague. The group 
stormed Ijoka Area of  
Ilesa and killed another 
suspected cultist.

He added that in a bid 
to kill their opponents, an 
innocent woman was shot 
dead  by  the  war r ing 
cultists on Friday night.

According to him, the 
r a m p a g i n g  y o u t h s 
resumed their hostilities 
on Saturday and ended up 
k i l l ing  two  innocent 
residents.

The police have since 

launched an intensive 
manhunt for the suspects 
while some patrol vans of  
Ijamo and Ayeso Police 
Divisions in Ilesa were 
seen patrolling the town to 
restore peace and order.

All efforts to speak 
with the Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
Dsp Yemisi Opalola, on 
the matter proved abortive.

Mohammed Umar (18) – 
were arrested at Tsamiya 
Junction, Madanya Road in 
Mubi on Friday.

NDLEA spokesman, 
Femi Babafemi, announced 
the bust in a statement on 
S u n d a y .
The trio claimed the drugs 
were being taken to Bagira 
town along the Nigeria-
Cameroon border to be 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  s o m e 
Cameroonians.

In another raid at Suru 
Alaba, Ajeromi-Ifelodun 
LGA of  Lagos, operatives 
arrested Ibrahim Musa (25) 
w i t h  1 8 , 5 3 0  t a b l e t s  o f  
T r a m a d o l ,  R o h y n o l , 
Diazepam, Exol-5, and 138 
bottles of  Codeine.

A t  t h e  M u r t a l a 
Muhammed International 
Airport in Lagos, SAHCO 
operatives intercepted a 
c o n s i g n m e n t  o f  2 2 
international passports of  six 
countries concealed in a bag 

of  Garri and other food items.
Nine of  the passports 

were of  the United Kingdom, 
France and Portugal (3 each); 
the rest were of  Nigeria – 8; 
Ghana – 4 and Cameroon – 1.

Also seized were 12 
parcels of  cannabis weighing 
4.95kg concealed in a carton 
of  Golden Morn packaged 
for export.

In Plateau, NDLEA 
officers on Friday arrested 
Emeka Ezenwa (37) and 
Julius Akingbe (45), coming 
f r o m  L a g o s ,  f o r  t h e 
possession of  126.5grams of  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e 
concealed inside a DVD 
player.

H oweve r,  a  r a i d  i n 
Kampani Zera- Wase LGA of  
the state on Friday led to the 
arrest of  Fatima Sadiq, 20, 
who was caught with 21.3kg 
cannabis.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n 
operation at a notorious joint, 
Bakin Kogi Ringim, Jigawa, 
l e d  t o  t h e  r e c ove r y  o f  
quantit ies  of  Cannabis, 
Diazepam, Exol-5 and some 
new psychoactive substances 
wi th  a  to ta l  we igh t  o f  
8.680kg.

Weapons such as knives, 
c u t l a s se s,  G o ra  s t i c k s, 
catapults and charms were 
recovered.

In Edo, operatives found 
19 bags of  cannabis weighing 
144.10kg stored in a bush 
along Uromi Road, Esan 
North East LGA, to be 
transported to other parts of  
Nigeria.

Eight bags of  the same 
substance weighing 111kg 
were also discovered at a bush 
in Iruekpen, Esan West LGA.

NDLEA Cha i r man , 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba 
M a r w a  ( R e t d )  h a s 
commended officers and men 
of  Lagos, MMIA, Adamawa, 
Plateau and Edo commands 
f o r  t h e i r  t e n a c i t y  a n d 
vigilance.
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Money ritual: Nigerians react over killing of girl by teenagers

NDLEA intercepts 55,000 Tramadol
tablets, 1, 200 packs of Loud

Cultists kill five residents in Osun
community

The arrested teenage ritualists

Drug traffickers on parade



h e  F e d e r a l  TGover nment has 
processed $98m and 

N17.2bn as partial payments 
f o r  t h e  o n g o i n g  
rehabilitation of  the Port 
H a r c o u r t  R e f i n i n g  
Company, it was learnt on 
Friday. 

It was also gathered that 
the government had made 
an initial payment of  
$194m, being the 15 per cent 
advance payment required 
for the rehabilitation of  the 
facility, to Tecnimont SpA 
of  Italy. 

A report obtained by our 
correspondent from the 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Petroleum Company on the 
financial status update of  
the rehabilitation said the 
project was financed by an 
equity contribution by the 
sponsor and loan by lenders 
(AfreximBank). 

The report indicated that 
t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  
Procurement, Construction, 
I n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  
Commissioning contract 
price remained at $1.397bn 
lump sum with $162m as 
provisional sum, bringing 
the total project cost to 
$1.559bn, as approved by 
the Federal  Executive 
Council.

The Federal Executive 
Counci l  approved the 
contract for the EPCIC of  
the Port Harcourt refinery 
on March 17, 2021, and 
wo r k  o n  t h e  f a c i l i t y  
commenced last year. 

The council approved 
the award of  PHRC EPCIC 
contract to Tecnimont in 
March, and the contract 
agreement was signed on 

expectations by the host 
communit ies  f rom the 
contractor. 

“There has been zero 
unrest so far due to the robust 
c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n  
e n g a g e m e n t  b e t w e e n  
owner/contractor and the 
host communities,” the 
report said. 

The commencement of  
the rehabilitation of  the Port 
Harcourt refinery in 2021 
received commendations 
from industry players and 
observers, going by the work 
being done at the facility. 

I t  wa s  l e a r n t  t h a t  
Te c n i m o n t  h a d  s i n c e  
mobilised to site with its sub-
contractors, as 15 per cent 

April 6, 2021, as the report 
seen in Abuja on Friday 
indicated that additional 
funds had been processed to 
ensure  the  cont inued  
rehabilitation of  the plant. 

T h e  r e p o r t  s a i d ,  
“Advance payment of  15 per 
cent ($194m with 70 per cent 
in US dollars and 30 per cent 
in naira) has been paid to 
Tecnimont as a contractual 
requirement. 

“A dva n c e  p ay m e n t  
guarantee of  $300m has 
b e e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  
Tecnimont. Milestone One 
(10 per cent) payment ($98m 
and N17.2bn) has been 
processed for payment. The 
project has 14 payment 
milestones with deliverables 
attached.” 

On the status of  the 
rehabilitation, the report 
said the overall project 
c u m u l a t i v e  p l a n n e d  
progress was 10.7 per cent, 
but noted that actual 
cumulative progress was 6.3 
per cent. 

“Contractor is to issue a 
mitigation plan to address 
this variance and to ensure 
that the project is completed 
within schedule,” the NNPC 
report said. 

Some challenges were 
identified by the PHRC 
management in the report. It 
said the COVID-19 outbreak 
with the current Omicron 
variant had created travel 
disruptions and supply 
chain challenges worldwide. 

Another challenge was 
the concerns on the East-
West Road and the loss of  
project man-hours on the 
road  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  

movement to and from the 
refinery. 

The report, however, 
maintained that the project 
completion period for the 
entire rehabilitation work 
was 44 months from effective 
date, which was April 6, 
2021. 

It said the contractor was 
c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  
provisions of  the Nigerian 
Content Development Act, 
adding that there was active 
participation of  Nigerian 
c o m p a n i e s  a s  s u b -
contractors in the project.

It said a Memorandum of  
Understanding was signed 
between the contractor and 
community leaders detailing 

igeria's commitment 

Nto data privacy has 
received a major 

b o o s t  f o l l o w i n g  h e r 
recognition by the global 
community, according to 
reports.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h i s 
development,  Ademikun  
Adeseyoju,  Team  Lead,  
Data Protection & Privacy 
Compliance Department of  
DataPro Limited; a leading 
C o m p l i a n c e  S o l u t i o n s 
Company in Nigeria,  and one 
o f   t h e  l i c e n s e d  D a t a 
P ro tec t ion  Compl iance 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s  ( D P C O ) 
shared useful insights on the 
significance and importance 
of  the recognition.

Adeseyoju who spoke on 
the back of  the World Data 
P r i va c y  D ay,  w h i c h  i s 
observed annually and aimed 
at raising awareness about the 
importance of  data privacy, 
said Data Privacy Day is also 

celebrated in the European 
Union, United States, Canada  
and  Israel.

Specifically, she said, 
“The issuance  of   the  
Nigeria  Data  Protection  
Regulation  (NDPR)  in 2019 
s h o w c a s e d  N i g e r i a ' s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  D a t a 
Protection and Privacy of  its 
citizens.

“With the growing rate 
of  data thefts, breaches and 
c y b e r c r i m e  c a s e s,  i t  i s 
expedient that all stakeholders 
join hands in ensuring that 
adequate measures are put in 
place for the  protection  of   
personal data and adhered to.  
The  global  day  therefore  
seeks   to  re in force  the 
importance of  privacy by 
sensitising individuals and 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g  p r i v a c y 
practices and principles. In 
essence, the goal is to provoke 
personal ownership of  privacy 
responsibilities in order to 

create a culture of  privacy.”
T h e  N i g e r i a  D a t a 

P r o t e c t i o n  Re g u l a t i o n 
(NDPR) 2019 was issued in 
January 2019 by the National 
Information Technology 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NITDA), the regulatory 
agency charged with driving 
Data Protection compliance 
in Nigeria. The issuance of  
the NDPR 2019 provided an 
array of  obligations for Data 
Controller and Processors in 
Nigeria. Data Controllers and 
Processors are obligated to 
appoint a Data Protection 
Officer for the purpose of  
ensur ing company-wide 
adherence to the regulation.

Finally, Global Privacy 
Controls is expected to gain 
traction. Global Privacy 
Control (GPC) is a proposed 
specification designed to 
allow Internet users to notify 
businesses of  their 2022 
privacy preferences, such as 
whether or not they want their 
personal information to be 
sold or shared. It consists of  a 
setting or extension in the 
user's browser or mobile 

d e v i c e  a n d  a c t s  a s  a 
mechanism that websites can 
use to indicate they support 
t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  I t  i s 
currently required under the 
C a l i f o r n i a  C o n s u m e r 
Protection Act (CCPA) and 
General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) that Data 
Subjects should be able to 
exercise their legal privacy 
rights in one step via GPC.

advanced payment was 
made to the contractor after 
the submission of  advance 
payment guarantee. 

The managers of  the 
r e f i n e r y  s a i d  t h e  
rehabilitation was aimed at 
restoring the plant to a 
minimum of  90 per cent 
n a m e p l a t e  c a p a c i t y  
utilisation. 

It was reported recently 
that the PHRC would supply 
11 million litres of  Premium 
Motor Spirit, popularly 
called petrol, to the domestic 
market. This means the 
company is expected to 
produce about 3.96 billion 
litres of  petrol annually. 

The PHRC and two other 

refineries, Warri Refining 
a n d  P e t r o c h e m i c a l  
Company and Kaduna 
Refining and Petrochemical 
Company, are under the 
management of  the NNPC. 

The facilities have been 
dormant for several years, 
refining zero crude despite 
r e p e a t e d  t u r n a r o u n d  
maintenance exercises on 
them. 

B u t  i n d u s t r y  
stakeholders are optimistic 
t h a t  t h e  o n g o i n g  
rehabilitation of  PHRC 
would yield the desired 
result and enable the facility 
t o  p u m p  o u t  r e f i n e d  
p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t s  
domestically. 
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FG pays $194m for Port Harcourt Refinery, plans additional
$98m, N17.2bn

Nigeria gains global recognition over commitment
to data privacy

ACTION: 
Feed or help the oppressed, 
help poor widows.
Help the less privileged, 
genuine motherless homes 
etc as in Isaiah 1: 16-18. 
Make them smile

Sponsored by:
JDM, Liberat ion t ime 
Magazine and others

Contact:  
Liberationtimemagazines@
gmail.com

Public Notice!!!
Prayer battle for Imo

& Abia States
Continued from Front page
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mid the controversy trailing the planned removal of fuel subsidy, Mr Femi Adesina says the Federal 

AGovernment did not rescind its decision because of the coming elections. Adesina, the President's Special 
Adviser on Media and Publicity, stated this on Wednesday in Abuja when he featured as a guest on 

Channels Television's Sunrise Daily. The Minister of Finance, Budget, and National Planning, Mrs Zainab 
Ahmed, had initially announced that the government would only make provision for fuel subsidy in the 2022 budget 
up till June. This sparked an outcry from various individuals and groups that accused the government of inflicting 
more suffering on Nigerians, especially those who were already struggling to make ends meet. President of the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), Olumide Akpata, says the decision to postpone the removal of fuel subsidy is not 
far from the forthcoming general elections. He stated this last Monday during his appearance on Channels 
Television's Politics Today, hours after the government said it would postpone the removal of fuel subsidy earlier 
scheduled to commence in June.

t is a valid thing [to do],” he said of  the government's suspension of  the Iremoval, adding, “but is this done because of  elections next year? No.” “It 
is done because as the minister (of  finance) stated, the timing is not 

auspicious, inflation is still high. In the past eight months, we saw inflation 
reducing but the last month, it went up again; further consultations need to 
happen with all the stakeholders.” “That was not the intention, the intention 
was also stated – the timing is not right, it will exacerbate the hardship of  the 
people and the President genuinely cares,” the presidential spokesman said. 
“Politics is a part of  our lives, but elections will just be one event in the life of  
the country. When elections come, they go, the country continues. This fuel 
subsidy, whether it stays or goes, is going to have a serious impact on the 
economy.” “The strategists (of  the government) would probably have sat down 
to think about it and they have told those who they advise that it would be 
political hara-kiri; it would be suicidal at this point in time to take out subsidy 
going into an election, which is just around the corner,” he stated. “This is 
what I think because those kinds of  hard decisions, I don't think are the kind of  
decisions you want to take going into an election. Those are my thoughts.

he subsidy issue is a hot potato for any government, particularly 

Tin this part of  the world.  “I would have loved to think that the 
decision to suspend [fuel subsidy], I would have wanted to 

believe it is because the government cares so much about the people, 
and it is a government that is listening to the cries of  the people, because 
indeed, as the minister of  finance mentioned, it would be really tough if  
subsidy removal is implemented at this time with all of  the other 
supervening circumstances.” “The strategists (of  the government) 
would probably have sat down to think about it and they have told those 
who they advise that it would be political hara-kiri; it would be suicidal 
at this point in time to take out subsidy going into an election, which is 
just around the corner,” he stated. “This is what I think because those 
kinds of  hard decisions, I don't think are the kind of  decisions you want 
to take going into an election. Those are my thoughts.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Fuel subsidy and 2023 elections:

Presidency, NBA in
accusation galore

AdesinaAdesinaAdesina

FG didn't suspend fuel subsidy
removal because of 2023
Elections - Adesina

FG suspended fuel subsidy
removal because of 2023 elections
- Akpata

Akpata
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125 appearances and scored 
41 goals.” 

Diaz was rumoured to 
be  Liver pool  manager 
Jurgen Klopp's primary 
target  for  the summer 
t r a n s f e r  w i n d ow,  b u t 
growing interest in the 
player, most notably from 
Tottenham Hotspur, forced 
the Reds to move early.

He  i s  p re sen t ly  on 
international duty with 
Colombia for 2022 World 
Cup qualifying matches. 

L i v e r p o o l  s e n t  a 
delegation to Argentina — 
where Colombia play on 
Tuesday — to conduct a 
medical so the move could 
be completed before the 
January transfer window 
closed. 

Salah and Liverpool 
team-mates Sadio Mane 
and Roberto Firmino will 
all be out of  contract in the 
summer of  2023, by which 
point they would all be aged 
31. 

Diaz would add fresh 
blood to the Liverpool 
forward line and comes with 
a burgeoning reputation 
after scoring 16 goals in 28 
games for Porto this season. 

He was also top scorer 
alongside Lionel Messi at 
last year's Copa America 
with four goals. 

o l o m b i a n 

Cinternational winger, 
Luis Diaz signed for 

P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  s i d e 
Liverpool on Sunday from 
Portuguese side FC Porto, 
which will place further 
doubt on the future of  their 
Egyptian star Mohamed 
Salah. 

The 25-year-old Diaz 
signed a contract till 2027 for 
a reported fee of  £37.5 
million ($50 million), with a 
further £12.5 million in 
potential bonuses. 

x - B r i g h t o n  a n d ENorwich coach Chris 
Hughton has joined 

the race for the Black Stars 
Ghana job.

The post became vacant 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e c e n t 
dismissal of  Serb Milovan 
Rajevac after Ghana's group 
stage exit from AFCON 2021 
in Cameroon.

Ghana were eliminated 
from AFCON without a win 
at the preliminary stage for 
the first time ever in their 60 
year association with the 
tournament they have won 
four times.

According to reports, 
Hughton has arrived in Accra 
from the UK for talks with 
Ghana Football Association 
officials.

“Hughton, 63, is of  
Ghanaian heritage through 
his father and is expected to 
have a meeting with the 
executive council of  the 
Ghana Football Association 
dur ing  h i s  t ime  in  the 
country,” Joy Sports has 
stated.

“Joy Sports understands 
a high ranking member of  the 
government is pushing for the 
appointment of  the former 
Norwich City manager as the 
next head coach of  the senior 
national team.”

Four other coaches have 
also been linked with the 
Ghana job.

They include ex-Egypt 
and Al Ahly coach Hossam 
El-Badry including Borussia 

Dortmund assistant coach 
and former Ghana winger 
Otto Addo.

Fo r m e r  C a m e r o o n 
assistant coach Ibrahim 
T a n k o  a n d  e x - D u t c h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  G e o r g e 
Boateng, who is currently 
Aston Villa youth coach, 
have also been linked with 
the Black Stars job.

The new coach has a 
huge first hurdle awaiting 
him this March when Ghana 
battles Nigeria for one of  
Africa's five FIFA World Cup 
spots in the Qatar 2022 final 
round, playoff  qualifiers.

es ik ta s  de f ender, BValentin Rosier and 

Istanbul Başakşehir 
ace Junior Caiçara have 
confessed that Trabzonspor's 
Anthony Nwakaeme is one 
attacker they dread to face in 
the Turkish Super Lig.

Nwakaeme has been one 
of  the key performers for 
table-topping Trabzonspor, 
w i t h  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
contributing six goals and 
s e v e n  a s s i s t s
for the Black Sea Storm.

As per Whoscored, the 
32-year-old is the highest-
rated player in the Turkish 
elite division, with a rating of  
7.59 after 17 appearances.

Nwakaeme is  in the 
league's top five for the most 
assists, the most shots, and 
the most dribbles per game, 
showing that he has been a 
handful for defenders so far 
this campaign.

French full-back Rosier 
has praised Nwakaeme for 
being a master of  his craft. 
The two faced each other 
back in November, with 
Nwakaeme assisting Andreas 
Cor ne l ius '  96th-minute 
winner in Trabzonspor's 2-1 
win at Besiktas.

And when asked to name 

the most difficult opponent 
he has faced in the Super Lig, 
Rosier responded, as per 
Fotomac: “Nwakaeme from 
Trabzonspor. The man is very 
strong. I am small next to 
him.”

Rosier is not the only 
defender who is worried 
w h e n  p i t c h e d  a g a i n s t 
Nwakaeme.

Başakşehir's Brazilian 
full-back Caiçara was pleased 
that the Nigerian forward was 

i e r r e - E m e r i c k PA u b a m e ya n g  h a s 
reached an agreement 

with Barcelona over a loan 
deal until the end of  the 
season, according to reports.

However, the deal will 
only go ahead if  Ousmane 
Dembele – who is out of  
contract in the summer – 
leaves the club before the 
January window closes.

Dembele has been linked 
with a move away from the 
Catalan giants after publicly 
r e l e a s i n g  a  s t a t e m e n t 
accusing them of  trying to 
blackmail him into signing a 
new contract.

M e a n w h i l e , 

Aubameyang has fallen out 
of  favour under Mikel Arteta 
after a disciplinary breach led 
to him being stripped of  the 
captain's armband.

Therefore, Arsenal are 
eager to get his £350,000-a-
week wages off  their books 
before the January transfer 
window closes.

According to Spanish 
reporter Gerard Romero, 
Aubameyang has agreed in 
p r i n c i p l e  t o  s i g n  f o r 
Barcelona on loan.

However, Aubameyang's 
transfer is hanging in the 
balance as Barcelona will 
only move forward with the 
deal if  the forward's former 

Borussia Dortmund team-
mate Dembele leaves.

Should Dembele leave 
t h e  C a t a l a n  g i a n t s , 
Aubameyang's deal will go 
through. Should he stay at the 
club, Aubameyang's deal will 
collapse.

The Spanish reporter 
took to Twitter  to say: 
' A u b a m e y a n g  e n t e r s 
[Barcelona] if  Ousmane 
leaves.

'Barca  has  a  c losed 
financial agreement with the 
player, until June on loan. 
Conditions that can allow 
your arrival. Arsenal need the 
footballer to leave.'

Dembele has publicly 

clashed with Barcelona – 
r e l e a s i n g  a  s t a t e m e n t 
accusing them of  trying to 
blackmail him into signing a 
new contract.

Dembele released the 
statement after Barcelona's 
director of  football Mateu 
Alemany said the player 
should leave the club 'as soon 
as possible'  following a 
breakdown in contract talks.

As it stands, Dembele has 
just six months left on his 
current deal and could be set 
for a last-gasp transfer deal.

S h o u l d  i t  h a p p e n , 
Aubameyang will look to 
rediscover his form at Barca – 
having scored 233 goals in 
376 games in the last 10 
s e a s o n s  f o r  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund and Arsenal.

unavailable when his side 
played out a goalless draw 
w i t h  T r a b z o n s p o r  o n 
Christmas day.

“ I t ' s  a  g o o d  t h i n g 
Nwakaeme didn't play in this 
match. He's very fast and very 
strong. Thank God he wasn't 
on the field,” Caiçara said as 
per Fotomac.

Nwakaeme has been 
with Trabzonspor since 
completing a €1.1 million 
move from Hapoel Beer 
Sheva in 2018.

There is no resolution in 
sight to protracted talks over 
a contract extension for 
Salah, who is presently away 
at the Africa Cup of  Nations. 

“Liver pool  Footbal l 
Club have completed the 
signing of  Luis Diaz from 
FC Porto, subject to the 
successful granting of  a work 
permit and international 
clearance,” Liverpool said in 
a statement on their website.

“He joins Liverpool after 
two-and-a-half  seasons with 
FC Porto, where he made 
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Liverpool sign Luis Diaz from Porto

Hughton enters race for
Ghana job

Nigerian winger, Nwakaeme, a threat to Turkish league
defenders

Aubameyang agrees loan transfer with Barcelona
amid Dembele's imminent departure

Diaz

Nwakaeme

Hughton
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Sellars, said: “Adama has 
always acted with the 
utmost professionalism; 
however it is no secret that 
we have not been able to 
agree a new contract with 
him, despite protracted 
negotiations, and his desire 
at the moment is to play 
football elsewhere.

“ E v e r y o n e  k n o w s 
Barcelona is a city, and club, 
very close to Adama's heart, 
so it is a dream move for 
him. We have also agreed a 
very healthy option in the 
deal should Barcelona wish 
t o  m a k e  t h e  m o v e 
permanent this summer.

a r c e l o n a  h a v e Bc o m p l e t e d  t h e 
signing of  Wolves 

winger Adama Traore, 
initially on loan until the 
end of  the season.

The Spain international 
had been a leading transfer 
target for Tottenham during 
the January window but has 

anchester United Mplayer, Mason 
Greenwood, has 

been accused of  sexual 
a s s a u l t  a n d  d o m e s t i c 
violence by his ex-girlfriend, 
Harriet Robson. 

In a series of  post on 
soc ia l  med ia ,  Robson 
s h o w e d  i n j u r i e s  s h e 
sustained when Greenwood 

C Milan s tr iker, 

AOlivier Giroud, has 
no doubts he made 

the right choice moving to 
Italy.

Giroud left Chelsea last 
summer.

He said, “Coming into 

eicester City have Lbeen linked with a 
m o v e  f o r  M e t z 

defender Boubakar Kouyate 
but Aston Villa are also 
thought to be keen.

The 24-year-old joined 
Metz in August 2020 and is 
rated as one of  the best 
central defenders in France. 
H e  m a d e  2 5  L i g u e  1 
appearances in 2020-2021 
and has been seen 15 times 
this term. Nicknamed 'Kiki', 
Kouyate has earned 14 caps 
for Mali and played in the 
cur rent  Afr ica Cup of  
Nations.

Mali finished top of  
their group with wins over 
Tunisia and Mauritania plus 
a draw against Gambia.

However, they were 
eliminated at the last-16 
stage by Equatorial Guinea 
f o l l o w i n g  a  p e n a l t y 
shootout.

T h e  m a t c h  e n d e d 
goalless and Mohamed 
Magassouba's side fell 6-5 
o n  s p o t  k i c k s .  T h e 
tournament is a showcase 
for many African stars and 
Boubakar did his chances of  
a move no harm at all.

And it seems as though 
Fo x e s  c h i e f  B r e n d a n 
Rodgers has been a keen 
observer. A report claims 
Leicester are looking for a 
loan deal at the moment.

However, Metz favour a 
permanent move away, with 
a price tag of  £16m placed 
on the former Troyes ace. 

The report adds that the 
rangy stopper's statistics 
make him the 'best defender 
in French football'.

contact with the others was 
easy for me as I knew a bit of  
I t a l i a n  t h a n k s  t o  m y 
grandmother's origins. I 
knew a few words and this is 
important.

“My integration was also 
helped by the fact that there 

are several players who speak 
French, I found guys I knew 
and in the end what the coach 
asks of  me on the pitch is not 
too complicated for me, 
because I know what he 
expects from me and what I 
have to do.

“It's more about adapting 
to the referees who have a 
tendency to whistle for lighter 
contacts than they do in the 
Premier League.”

G i r o u d  a l s o  t o l d 
Colinterview about joining 
Milan.

“ I  c l e a r ly  a c c e p t e d 
immediately, for me it was a 
test. I spoke with the manager 
Massara and Maldini and I 
immediately realised that 
they were looking for me and 
with the speech they gave me 
I  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y 
convinced. I want to win and 
return to the top in Italy.”

afael Nadal wins RAustralian Open to 
capture record 21st 

Grand Slam men's title after 
defeating Daniil Medvedev.

Nadal  passes  Roger 
F e d e r e r  a n d  N o v a k 
Djokovic for the most major 
men's singles titles.

Rafael Nadal captured a 
record 21st Grand Slam 
men's singles title with his 

uper Eagles forward, 

SO d i o n  I g h a l o,  h a s 
expressed delight over 

his move to Saudi Arabian 
club, Al-Hilal. 

The striker described his 
r e c e n t  m ove  a s  a  “ n ew 
chapter” in his career. 

“ T h o s e  t h a t  l e a v e 
everything in God's hand will 
eventually see God's hand in 
everything…New Chapter,” 
the player posted. 

It had earlier been reported 
that Ighalo joined the Saudi 
Arabian side on a one-and-a-

half-year deal from rivals Al 
Shabab on Saturday.

Al-Hilal who are currently 
fourth in the Saudi League 
announced the signing of  the 
Nigeria international on their 
social media handles on 

Saturday until June 2023. The 
striker is a direct replacement 
for Bafétimbi Gomis. 

The Frenchman's contract 
was terminated on January 24.

The former Manchester 
United striker is currently the 

top  scorer  in  the  Saudi 
Arabian league with 13 league 
goals from 19 appearances but 
his transfer will come as a 
shock to Al Shabab fans. 

Al Hilal are fourth on the 
table, 10 points behind log 
leaders Al-Ittihad. 

Ighalo's transfer may be 
connected to the debacle he 
had with the Al Shabab after 
their refusal to release him for 
the ongoing Africa Cup of  
Nations in Cameroon, a 
situation which left the West 
Af r i can  na t ion  wi thou t 
experience in attack in the 
competition. 

Australian Open final win 
against Daniil Medvedev on 
Sunday. The match went five 
sets, 2-6 (5)6-7 6-4 6-4 7-5, 
and lasted five hours and 24 
minutes at Rod Laver Arena.

With the win, Nadal 
passes Roger Federer and 
Novak Djokovic for the most 
major titles. Federer did not 
play in the Australian Open 
while recovering from knee 
surgery, and Djokovic was 
deported from Australia 
ahead of  the tournament 
due to visa issues regarding 
his vaccination status.

allegedly forced himself  on 
her. 

Some of  the photos she 
shared showed bruises on 
her thighs while one showed 
blood flowing from her 
mouth down to her chest. 

Robson also shared an 
audio to prove Greenwood 
did what she accused him of  
doing.

S h e  c a p t i o n e d  t h e 
images: “To everyone who 
wants to know what Mason 
Greenwood actually does to 
me.” 

The player is, however, 
y e t  t o  r e a c t  t o  t h e 
allegations.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Manchester United have 
issued a statement saying 

t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n d o n e 
violence of  any kind. 

It read, “We are aware 
of  images and allegations 
circulating on social media. 

“We will not make any 
further comment until the 
facts have been established. 
Manchester United does 
not condone violence of  any 
kind.” 

opted to return to the club 
where he began his career.

The Catalan giants have 
an option to make the deal 
permanent in the summer 
f o r  a  f e e  o f  a r o u n d 
£30million.

A statement confirming 
the move from Wolves' 
technical director, Scott 
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Barcelona seal Traore's transfer
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he future will have no pity Tf o r  t h o s e  m e n  w h o , 
possessing the exceptional 

privilege of  being able to speak 
words of  truth to their oppressors, 
have taken refuge in an attitude of  
passivity, of  mute indifference, and 
s o m e t i m e s  o f  c o l d 
complicity.”—Frantz Fanon

All of  a sudden, our nation 
became a  cont rapt ion  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  f r a u d s t e r s  a n d 
leadership rogues nothing good 
works anymore. 

The high hopes, of  a better 
and stronger nation, we have all 
n u r s e d  e c l i p s e d ; 
m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o u r 
collective patrimony overthrew 
conscience and morality that 
Nigerians are evidently and 
glaringly living in penury and 
anguish in their land.

Very sure, posterity will not 
forgive those people who are 
blessed with the grace and 
capacity to speak out against 
these oppressors of  humanity 
but choose to be passive, mute, 
i n d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  e v e n 
congregate cold complicity, 
sometimes. 

Undoubtedly, our nation's 
leadership is forcing its citizenry 
to a recurrent strain of  collective 
craze that radicalises socio-
political ills. A system that is 
irrational in character and 
des t r uc t ive  in  opera t ion. 
Indeed, these politicians must 
pay for stealing so much of  the 
nation's wealth and creating 
massive un-employment

Imagine  those  in  our 
political leadership, a set of  
people with faulty orientation, 
irredeemably corrupt with failed 
moral life and costumetic 
behaviour. Their productivity 
tends to erode all indices of  
human values, refuting and 
obliterating justice, trampling 
upon the fundamental rights of  
the unsuspecting citizenry, 
constraining personal and 
collective economic growth 

bunkerers are f locking the 
creeks and the uplands. In the 
S o u t h - We s t ;  O d u d u w a 
separatist agitators' and Area 
boys are holding the area by the 
jugular.

And very unfortunately, 
these disgusting armed groups 
set up a state within a state; lead 
and control it like a caliphate 
while the Nigerian state withers 

which drives against social 
emancipation.

A leadership that thrives on 
illegality, heightened level of  
insecurity, which gives rise to 
massive and regular destruction 
of  lives and properties ranging 
from kidnapping to killing 
pregnant women, newly born 
babies, school children, even 
market women and old people.

The Nigerian nation is 
c o m f o r t a b ly  l i v i n g  w i t h 
different levels and styles of  rot 
ranging laced with terrorism 
and kidnapping. In the North-
West; boko haram, ISWAP and 
ISIS are holding sway for over 
20 years, In the North-East; 
banditry is in ravaging control 
of  schools  and Chris t ian 
C h u r c h e s ,  m a i m i n g  a n d 
kidnapping, In the North-
Central; the Fulani headers are 
decisively dealing with the 
farmers, killing them in their 
numbers without qualms, In the 
South-East; the Unknown Gun 
Men masquerading in various 
f o r m s  a r e  p e r p e t u a t i n g 
mayhem. In the South-South; 
the militants and armed Oil 

away and our leaders stand 
aloof, only to resurface years 
after to claim the crown of  a 
statesman.

A nation where public 
o f f i c e  h o l d e r s  p a r a d e 
flamboyant and lavish lifestyle, 
just for being a Special or 
Personal Assistant to a governor 
and even a Commissioner and 
the gullible keep celebrating and 
clapping for them, oftentimes, 
encourage and support them to 
s e e k  f o r  a n d  w i n ,  m o r e 
challenging public leadership 
positions. Indeed, this nation is 
bleeding...

A nation where the dust of  
ignorance has dethroned reason 
and morality with flames of  
m e d i o c r i t y  s w a l l o w i n g 
competence and excellence. 

J u s t  l i k e  P r e s i d e n t 
Goodluck Jonathan said, years 
ago, “The whole Nigerian 
society has failed. “That is one 
reason we have incidents of  
cultism, armed robbery, murder, 
ritual killing, drugs, sale of  
babies, kidnapping and sexual 
immorality. When you look at 
Nigeria today, we are deceiving 
ourselves; pastors are deceiving 
m e m b e r s ,  m e m b e r s  a r e 
d e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  p a s t o r s , 
husbands deceiving their wives, 

and the wives deceiving their 
husbands. Parents are deceiving 
their children and the children in 
turn deceive their parents. Soon, 
we would have a whole nation 
of  people deceiving each other,” 
President Jonathan further said.

In l ike  manner,  Wole 
Soyinka, the country's Nobel 
Laureate, regarding sprouting 
armed gangs  in  nor ther n 
Nigeria operating under the 
command of  Boko Haram 
said,“Nigeria is today in a war 
situation… And the entire 
population of  Nigeria must 
consider itself  as being in a war 
s i tuat ion,”  Wole Soyinka 
further said.

But, for me, Wole Soyinka 
seems to be describing a larger 
spectrum of  war which includes 
several other armed gangs 
operating outside Boko Haram 
who are more impelled by 
lowering personal finances and 
national vengeance, and those 
who brazenly maim or kill for 
the sheer inordinate desires.

Frankly,  the Nigeria 's 
political space is in scarce stock 
of  people with the requisite 
c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  t h e  r i g h t 
character  and the needed 
leadership courage to navigate 
this out of  conundrum and 
entrapment.

We seem to have bred 
scavengers who pretend to be 
leaders; hackers, drug barons, 
big time fraudsters have flocked 
into politics, probably to avoid 
foreign arrest with Interpol. 
Oftentimes,  they seek for 
political offices and surprisingly 
win same, then use the office to 
cover-up their criminality and as 
well steal more while using the 
paraphernalia of  office to 
punish and frustrate those who 
refuse to be connived. 

Honestly, if  nothing is done 
and urgently too, to redeem this 
n a t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  c e r t a i n ly 
experience a total blast of  itself. 
And, 2023 can be a wonderful 
opportunity.

A nation under siege: How did we get
to this tragedious condition?

A leadership that thrives on 
illegality, heightened level of  
insecurity, which gives rise to 

massive and regular destruction of  
lives and properties ranging from 
kidnapping to killing pregnant 

women, newly born babies, school 
children, even market women and 

old people.

“

Buhari

Money ritual:
Nigerians react over killing
of girl by teenagers

FG pays $194m for Port
Harcourt Refinery, plans
additional $98m, N17.2bn


