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NEWS

Fire razes mortuary, burns corpses 
to charcoal 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

 

M
any unclaimed 
corpses at the 
General Hospital 

in Onitsha, the commercial 
city of  Anambra State have 
been burnt beyond recogni-
tion by fire.

It was gathered that all the 
corpses in the morgue were 
burnt during the incident 
which occurred during the 
weekend.

The state Director of  Fire 
Service, Engr. Martin Ag-
bili, who confirmed the fire 
incident at the morgue, stat-
ed that the fire incident hap-
pened at about 12.34pm

He said that the fire was 

caused by bush burning. 
According Agbili, the fire 
gutted the Onitsha General 
Hospital Mortuary as a re-
sult of  bush burning from 
a nearby hospital’s quarter. 
All the deposited corpses 
were burnt beyond recogni-
tion.”

Also, the popular food 
market near the Federal Pol-
ytechnic, Oko, in Orumba 
North Local Government 
Area of  the state was also 
torched by strange fire. Items 
worth millions of  naira were 
destroyed in the inferno.

A stall owner in the mar-
ket who spoke on the situ-
ation, said that a team of  
policemen was quickly mo-
bilized to the scene to pre-

Keke operators protest extortion, 
brutalizing of members by revenue
collectors 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

B
usiness activities 
were, on Saturday, 
grounded in Onit-

sha, the commercial city of  
Anambra State as tricycle 
operators protested alleged 
extortion and brutality of  
members in the hands of  
touts and revenue collec-
tors.

The group, known as Tri-
cycle Owners Association 
of  Nigeria (TOAN), also 
blocked major roads in the 
city.

The protest also followed 
the alleged multiple stab-
bing of  a tricycle operator 
on the Awka road by a rev-
enue collector. The group 
lamented that their suffer-
ings in the hands of  the 
touts were becoming un-
bearable and called on the 
state government to come 
to their rescue by deploying 
security personnel to the 
area.

The protest started about 
12.30pm and lasted several 
hours while they blocked 
the Main Market road, 
Awka Road, New Ceme-
tery Road, Old Cemetery 
Road, Old Enugu Road, 
and other exits and entry 
points of  Onitsha.

Addressing journalists, 
the spokesman for the 
group, Mr. David Emma-

nuel, said that they had tak-
en enough humiliation from 
both legal and illegal reve-
nue collectors in the state. 
He added that they pay 
between N4,500 N8,000 to 
the revenue collectors apart 
from the N350 daily dues 
they pay to the Anambra 
State Government.

Emmanuel lamented that 
while they had nothing to 
show for their daily efforts, 
the revenue collectors and 
thugs smiled home with 
huge sums of  money.

He said, “We wondered 
why even after such mon-
ey is collected from us, 
they beat and wound us, 
you dare not question their 
identity. Several complaints 
we made to the Anambra 
State Ministry of  Transport 
did not yield any result.

“We pay money to a 
group, before you move an 
inch, another group will 
stop you and if  you ques-
tion them, they would start 
beating you, using all types 
of  weapons against you, 
that is one of  the causes of  
today’s protest, they have 
killed and given life threat-
ening injuries to our mem-
bers just because we want 
to know who we are giving 
our money.

“We give money to peo-
ple we don’t know who they 
are working for, all they 
know is for you to give them 

vent people from looting the 
shops around the market.

The Transition Commit-
tee Chairman of  Orumba 
North Local Government 
Area, Hon. Ify Obinabo, 
who confirmed the incident 
to our reporter via tele-
phone, said a committee 
would be  setup to look into 
the root cause of  the infer-
no and to proffer solution 
against future occurrence.

The State Police Public 
Relations Officer DSP Iken-
ga Tochukwu, who also 
confirmed the fire incident 
at the market, said that the 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Echeng Echeng had ordered 
investigation into the inci-
dent.

Female pharmacist cautions mothers 
against self medication 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
n Awka-based phar-
macist, Mrs. Oby 
Onuko has cau-

tioned mothers to desist 
from giving unnecessary 
medications to their babies 
less than twelve months old, 
as it could harm their livers, 
kidneys and other vital or-
gans.

Pharmacist Onuko who 
spoke to Journalists in her 
office in Awka, Anambra 
state, over the weekend, 
said that it is every moth-
er’s desire to ensure the 
wellbeing of  her child, but 
regretted that some moth-

ers, sometimes self-medi-
cate their babies and in turn 
cause more harm than good 
to such children.

The medical expert not-
ed that most mothers of  
newborn babies less than 
one year are in the habit of  
self-medicating their babies 
out of  their own instincts, 
even when such babies are 
not showing any sign or 
symptoms for the need of  
such drugs, thereby damag-
ing their livers and kidneys.

She described it as danger-
ous where nursing mothers 
start giving their newborns 
teething drugs, so that when 
they start teething, there 
won’t be any discomfort 

NAPTIP raises alarm over increasing
cases of child trafficking 
From Godson Nwosu,
PH

T
he National Agency 
for the Prohibition of  
Trafficking in Persons 

has raised the alarm over 
the increasing cases of  child 
trafficking in the state.

State coordinator of  
the Agency, Ikediachi 
Nwa-Amaka in an inter-

view with journalists, said 
cases of  trafficking have 
been a thing of  worry.

 She said children are 
being taken for unknown 
purposes especially in the 
beginning of  the year, warn-
ing parents and guardian to 
be watchful and vigilante.

She reminded the public 
that the law against having 
house helps who are twelve 

money, that is not covered 
by receipt, and some oper-
ate with receipts we do not 
know their source.

“We don’t go home with 
anything after daily settling 
of  both legal and illegal 
revenue agents, we will not 
leave the roads until govern-
ment come and address and 
hear us, they pretend not 
to know what we are going 
through because it is the 
monster they created that is 
working against us.

“We are practically work-
ing for these criminal reve-
nue agents who hide under 
working for government to 
extort all sums of  money 
from us. We are busy work-
ing, toiling under the sun 
and rain and illegal revenue 
agents are forcefully collect-
ing our money and drinking 
beer in our presence with 
our money.

The State Media Coor-
dinator, TOAN, Mr. Uzir 
Uzir, confirmed that the tri-
cycle operators’ grievances 
were genuine and called on 
relevant authorities to look 
into their plight.

Attempt to get the re-
action of  the State police 
spokesman, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, proved abortive 
as he did not respond to 
calls put across to his phone 
as of  the time of  filing this 
report.

Kidnapped Bayelsa commissioner
regains freedom
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port-Harcourt

B
ayelsa State Com-
missioner for Indus-
try, Trade and In-

vestment, Federal Otokito, 
is breathing the air of  free-
dom following his release 
on Monday.

His abductors released 
him five days after he was 
kidnapped from his Otuok-
poti community residence 
in Ogbia Local Govern-
ment Area of  the State.

The Bayelsa Commis-
sioner of  Police, CP Ben 
Nebolisa Okolo, and the 
State Director of  the State 

Security Services, Moham-
med Abdullahi, present-
ed Otokito to Governor 
Douye Diri on Monday 
evening at Government 
House, Yenagoa. 

Addressing journalists  
after his release, Governor 
Diri announced the dep-
osition of  the Otuokpoti 

community paramount 
ruler, Chief  A.C.T Wongo 
and appointed Chief  Res-
cue Abe in acting capacity.

The governor also an-

nounced the sacking of  the 
community’s development 
committee chairman, Azi-
balua Amon and replaced 
him with Jerry Offor in 

acting capacity.
The Commissioner was 

seized after he warned 
some hoodlums against 
setting up an illegal oil re-
finery in his community.

and urged them to stop such 
practice to save their babies 
from health issues.

She revealed that what the 
nursing mothers do when 
they give unnecessary med-
ications to their children, is 
simply to stress and over-
work the children’s delicate 
liver and kidney, which 
could cause more problems 
for them in the future.

She therefore advised 
mothers to always seek the 
assistance of  medical ex-
perts in whatever medica-
tion they give or wish to give 
to their newborn babies and 
children for the overall good 
of  both the babies and their 
families.

years old or below is still in 
place and will be applied 
when necessary.

Nwa-Amaka said the 
duty of  securing lives of  
children and the society is 
in the hands of  the public as 
she charged everyone to be 
on the look-out for mass mi-
gration from rural areas to 
the cities this new year.

2023: I’m motivated by competence
- Ohuabunwa

T
he immediate past 
president of  the Phar-
maceutical Society of  

Nigeria, Sam Ohuabunwa, 
has said his ambition to con-
test in the 2023 presidential 
election is not motivated by 
the clamour for a president 
of  Igbo extraction.

He said his ambition is 
motivated by his compe-
tence, adding that he’s ready 
to compete with the best in 
the country.

The Peoples Democratic 
Party member disclosed this 
during an interview with 
newsmen on Tuesday.

When asked why he 
declared his ambition, 

Ohuabunwa said, “I haven’t 
come (sic) because I feel I 
am Igbo. I have come (sic) 
because I’m a competent 
Nigerian who has lived in 
this nation and who has had 
the privilege of  enjoying a 
good nation. But I see that 
the country that we are leav-
ing behind for our children 
is not the country our par-
ents left behind for us. So, 
we need to change the nar-
rative.

“Of  course, in Nigeria, 
everybody speaks about eq-
uity, justice and fair play, 
and in the party that I am, 
the PDP, rotation of  power 
is what they have agreed 

to do. In Nigeria, we think 
about power-sharing, power 
rotation and federal char-
acter. These things speak 
about ownership in a coun-
try where you have diverse 
people, cultures, ethnicity 
and religion. It makes sense 
to often plan on how you 
can make sure that every 
section of  the country has 
an opportunity.

Ohuabunwa, who said 
he’s coming with an op-
portunity for young people, 
lamented that there is no 
opportunity for them to get 
jobs and even exercise their 
creativity today as it was in 
the past.
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YPP chieftain condemns
murder of 5-year-old Hanifa
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he state woman lead-
er of  Young Progres-
sives Party (YPP), 

Amb. Chika Uju, has con-
demned the murder of  a 
5-year-old pupil of  Noble 
Kids Nursery and Prima-
ry School Kawana Kano 
State, Hanifa Abubakar.

Regrettably, Hanifa 
Abubakar was kidnapped 
for ransom and heartlessly 
killed by her school propri-
etor, Abdulmalik Tanko, 
with a rat poison and bur-
ied her at a shallow grave 
in his school premises with 
the help of  an accomplice. 
The suspect who is cooling 
off  in police cell had con-

fessed to killing and bury-
ing the 5-year-old school 
girl who did him no wrong.

Speaking in Ower-
ri on Tuesday, the party 
described the act by the 
school proprietor as grue-
some, saying the suspect 
should be punished by law 
to serve as deterrent to 
others with such a wicked 
thought.

She called on govern-
ment to provide adequate 
security to all schools and 
churches in the country to 
reduce crime and insecuri-
ty, as well as restore sanity, 
while urging parents to al-
ways protect and care for 
their children.

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission has said that 

fresh registration in the 
third quarter of  the ongo-

ing Continuous Voter Reg-
istration nationwide has hit 
5,173,335.

INEC in its weekly up-
date on CVR for Quarter 

3, Week 3, in Abuja on 
Monday, also disclosed that 
2,665,421 registrants had 
completed online and phys-
ical registration.

This according to the 
updated statistics com-
prised 1,344,813 males, and 
1,320,608 females.

The statistics indicated 
that 24,723 of  the figure 
were Persons Living With 
Disabilities and 1,854,371 
were youth between the 
ages of  18 and 34.

It also noted that of  the 
2,665,421 persons that had 
completed their registra-
tion, 1,092,742 did it on-
line, while 1,572,679 did 
physical registration.

The update also revealed 
that INEC had received 
8,550,561 applications.

The total figure includes 
applications for voter trans-
fer, requests for replacement 
of  Permanent Voter Cards 
and update of  voter infor-
mation records, among oth-
ers.

Gender distribution of  
the applications revealed 
that 4,572,235 were male 
and 3,978,326 were female, 
while 87,733 of  the appli-
cations were from PWDS 
across all categories.

2023: INEC records increased 
voters’ registration

CHANGE OF NAME:

I, formerly known, called and
addressed as ONWUKWE 
EMENIKE UDOKA, now
wish to be known, called and
addressed as ONWUKWE
EMENIKE EVANS. 
All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. 
The general public should 
note.

 
Signed:
ONWUKWE EMENIKE 
EVANS

CHANGE OF NAME:

I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as MS ONUORA 
PRISCILLA EZINNE, now 
wish to be known, called and 
addressed as

 
MRS 

IGWENAGU PRISCILLA 
EZINNE.

 
All documents bearing my 

former name remain valid. 
The general public should 
note.

 Signed:
MRS IGWENAGU
PRISCILLA EZINNE

LaLiga, UNN partner to boost
sports development
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
giant Spanish In -
novative and Private 
Sport Association, 

LaLiga and the University 
of  Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN), 
have joined alliance  to boost 
sports development  in the in-
stitution.

Desmond Chiji, LaLiga 
delegate Global Network Ni-
geria & Ghana International 
Development stated this in 
Nsukka on Monday when he 
paid a courtesy visit to Prof 
Charles Igwe, the Vice Chan-
cellor of  UNN in his office.

According to Chiji, his in-
vitation from his friend and 
founder of  Tropical Gate 
Foundation for Sustaina-
ble Development, Apostle 

Nnamdi Mbaigbo, an alum-
nus was to strategize on areas 
LaLiga in partnerships with 
the university to boost sports 
development in the university.

“My main function as LaLi-
ga delegate is to represent the 
organization in Nigeria and 
Ghana, by creating the right 
balance between consumers, 
broadcasters, national league 
and other local government 
entities with right marketing 
mix for growth and develop-
ment.

“My friend Mbaigbo who 
is a product of  this great in-
stitution invited me to come 
to UNN to see what we can 
be able to do together for the 
future,” he said.

“LaLiga and UNN share 
the same value, just as the 
university has produced great 

men and women over the 
years and impacted positively 
in national building through 
quality education and re-
search outputs.

“LaLiga has as well pro-
duced world heroes and leg-
ends in sports, entertainment 
and other fields of  work. 
Therefore, this is the right 
time for the two organiza-
tions to sit down on the ta-
ble, see and decide what we 
can do together to help our 
organizations and humanity 
because LaLiga goal is to en-
hance development anywhere 
we go. “So this visit is as well 
to identify with the organiza-
tion/people, know and study 
the environment,” he said.

In a remark, Mbaigbo who 
has been sponsoring the an-
nual UNN’s staff  games since 

2018 which features Football 
Match and Track and Field 
promised to attract more op-
portunities for the university 
both in sports and other infra-
structural development.

Responding, the Vice 
Chancellor of  the University, 
Prof  Igwe, who was repre-
sented by Deputy Vice-chan-
cellor Administration, Prof. 
Pat Okpoko assured that 
UNN would continue to 
do its best so as to live up to 
the dreams and vision of  its 
founding fathers by partner-
ing with organizations that 
would add value to the insti-
tution.

The VC thanked Apostle 
Mbaigbo, for his love towards 
the growth of  his alma mater 
while urging other alumni 
members to emulate him.

Ebonyi govt declares ex-federal lawmaker
wanted 

b o n y i  S t a t e Egovernment has 
declared wanted a 

former member of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
Hon. Linus Okorie over 
alleged inciting statement 
on his Facebook page.

O k o r i e ,  w h o 
represented Ohaozara, Ivo 
a n d  O n i c h a  f e d e r a l 
consti tuency between 
2011 to 2019 was accused 
of  an inciting statement 
that contributed to the 
beheading of  an Ebubeagu 
security operative in  Ikwo 
local government area of  
the state two weeks ago. 

revelation contained that 
r e p o r t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e 
resolved to declare wanted 
one Hon. Linus Okorie for 
the publicat ion of  an 
inciting statements some of  
which were posted on 
Facebook that were traced 
t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e 
inflammatory publications 
that really incited that very 

view to bringing all those 
involved to face the law.

In a swift reaction, 
Hon. Linus in a statement 
in Abakaliki described the 
declaration as a plot by the 
state government to not 
on ly  c lose  h i s  lawfu l 
business in the state, but a 
ploy to unleash Ebubeagu 
operatives to kill him in the 

Linus, is a member and 
chieftain of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
in the State.

T h e  S t a t e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  B a r r . 
Uchenna Orji disclosed 
t h i s  w h i l e  b r i e f i n g 
j o u r n a l i s t s  o n  t h e 
decisions of  the State 
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  i n 
A b a k a l i k i .  H e  s a i d : 
"Council considered a 
report presented to it by 
security agencies on the 
beheading of  an Ebubeagu 
official in Ikwo local 
government area on 9th of  
Januar y  2022" .  "The 
council noted that the 
report on the issues and the 

tension that led to the 
beheading of  the Ebubeagu 
official".

Orji said the council 
noted that some other 
persons were accessories to 
the gruesome murder of  
the individual. He said the 
council urged security 
agencies to expedite action 
on the investigation with a 

excuse that he was running 
away from arrest. 

He said all these are all 
c h a n n e l e d  t o w a r d s 
silencing the opposition in 
the state by dealing a fatal 
blow on the major voice 
calling attention to the 
f a i l i n g s  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
government; especially the 
Ebubeagu security outfit.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki
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T
he Federal government last 
Monday announced a total 
reversal of the planned fuel 

subsidy describing the timing for its 
action as “problematic” and will further 
worsen the suffering of citizens.

The Minister of Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Zainab Ahmed, who 
disclosed this during a meeting with 
the Senate president, Ahmad Lawan, 
the Minister of State for Petroleum 
Resources, Timipre Sylva, among many 
others, said the government is counting 
on the upcoming Dangote refinery to 
increase the country’s refining capacity.

The Minister of Finance, Ahmed 
Zainab, also informed that the Federal 
Government made provisions for 
subsidy in the 2022 budget from 
January to June this year as the planned 
suspension of petroleum subsidy will 
take effect from July 2022.

According to her, the federal 
government decided to suspend its 
plan to go ahead with the removal of 
subsidy on petroleum products till July, 
particularly against the backdrop of the  
outcomes from ongoing consultations.

She further disclosed that efforts are 
also underway by the Executive arm of 
government to forward a request to the 
National Assembly to make additional 
provision for fuel subsidy from July this 
year till a time deemed appropriate for 
its eventual removal.

In her words, “This provision was 
made sequel to the passage of the 
Petroleum Industry Act, PIA, that 
has made provision that all products 
will be deregulated.“Subsequent to 
the passage of the Act, we went back 
and amended the Fiscal Framework 
that was submitted to the National 
Assembly to incorporate this demand, 
but after the budget was passed, we 
have had consultations with a number 
of stakeholders.

“What we have to do now is to 
continue with the discussions we are 
making, in terms of putting in place a 
number of measures, one of which is the 
deployment of an alternative to Premium 
Motor Spirit, PMS, and also the roll-
out of enhanced refining capacity in the 
country, including the 650,000 barrels 
per day Dangote Refinery and also 
the rehabilitation of the four national 
refineries that have a combined capacity 
of 450,000 barrels per day

“The increased refining capacity 
in the country means we will need to 

import less products. But also as we 
are discussing right now within the 
Executive the possibility of amending 
the budget, we may need to come back 
to the National Assembly by way of 
amendment to make additional provision 
for fuel subsidy from July, 2022, going 
forward, or to whatever period that is 
agreed as the right time.

The Senate President, Ahmad Lawan, 
in his response faulted the timing of the 
proposed Fuel subsidy suspension and 
urged the Nigerian Labour Congress, 
NLC, and the Trade Union Congress, 
TUC, to abort the planned protests 
against the Federal Government’s 
proposed removal of fuel subsidy, saying 
the move was “totally unnecessary”.

However, the reversal decision equally 
sparked off controversies and criticisms 
at various quarters with the Nigeria 
Labour Congress, NLC, insisting that it 
will not be  distracted by the report that 
the Federal Government has shelved its 
plans to remove subsidy on petrol and 
increase the pump price of petrol while 
confirming the nationwide protest over 
the proposed fuel subsidy removal would 
go ahead as planned, saying it was not 
strike but an avenue to inform workers 
and masses its view on petrol subsidy 
and deregulation of the downstream 
sector of the petroleum industry. 

However, the leaders of Nigeria 
Labour Congress, NLC, have written 
a six-page petition to the 36 state 
governors, informing them of Thursday 
January 27, planned nationwide protest 
against government’s planned removal 
of  subsidy on petrol and further increase 
in the pump price of petrol.

On his part, the President of the 
Nigerian Bar Association, Olumide 
Akpata,  warned that it would be 
suicidal for the Federal Government to 
withdraw fuel subsidy now.

He, therefore, said government 
might have suspended its plan to remove 
subsidy on petroleum products for 
political reasons.

According to Akpata, the government 
must have been advised against the move 
towards the 2023 general elections.

While we salute the President 
Muhammadu Buhari led government 
for the reversal we also urge the  Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) and Trade 
Union Congress (TUC) to consider 
a more peaceful approach towards 
compelling the government to live up to 
the promises.

Fuel subsidy suspension, 
reversal and NLC’s 
planned protest

Our TeamOur Team
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By Lois Isemede

International Day of  Education:  

Issues, policies, 
achievements

There are, however, a number 
of individuals and organizations 

that are involved in making a 
difference in the education space 
in Nigeria. They recognise that the 
government cannot do it alone and 
are investing in the best possible 

way to address some of the 
aforementioned issues.

of-school children but it does 
not end there. The quality 
of  education available is 
another issue and it spans 
across a number of  areas, 
including but not limited 
to: the infrastructure and 
learning environment; 
relevance and adaptability of 
the curriculum; the quality 
of  educators and the teacher 
training process.

Mobilise political will: 
Many of  the issues raised 
need to be worked on from 
a political strategy level. 
Government has a major 
role to play in the allocation 
of  resources that are 
earmarked for the Ministry 
of  Education. There is also 
a need for the government to 
address issues surrounding 
the current curriculum 
being used in schools at all 
levels. How relevant are 
they? Do they allow the 
average Nigerian graduate 
to compete internationally? 
Can they adequately prepare 
and equip these students to 
solve the problems of  the 
future? These are pertinent 
questions that need to be 
addressed.

The quality of  our teacher 

training colleges and the 
entry requirements of  student 
teachers need to be carefully 
evaluated. The cut-off  point 
for studying education at 
the university ought to be 
reviewed as well.

Are education courses a 
dumping ground for students 
who could not study their 
preferred courses, or is it 
a course that attracts the 
brightest and the best?

While infrastructure 
is important, if  the issues 
above are not first addressed, 
a wonderfully set up 
computer lab or library will 
be redundant and will not be 
used to its fullest capacity.

Finally, the standardisation 
of  the educational industry 
is also of  concern. Schools 
can be set up overnight 
in people’s backyards. 
Unlicensed teachers are 
often employed to teach and 
each school may determine 
which curriculum they prefer 
to implement. While this 
allows for the bar to be set 
high in some instances, in 
others it also allows for the 
bar to be set very low. The 
role of  implementation of 
policies and standardisation 

of  procedures needs to be 
implemented across the 
board.

Looking toward the 2023 
elections, it stands to reason 
that these discussions need to 
hold between key stakeholders 
and players in the education 
space. Political aspirants also 
need to be interrogated on 
their roadmaps and plan to 
uplift education in Nigeria 
and eventually be held 
accountable. If  education 
is not a key driving force in 
any campaign, it is already 
evident that other aspects of 
nation-building will be short-
lived.

Celebration of 
achievements: There are, 
however, a number of 
individuals and organizations 
that are involved in 
making a difference in the 
education space in Nigeria. 
They recognise that the 
government cannot do it 
alone and are investing in the 
best possible way to address 
some of  the aforementioned 
issues.

For example, there 
are a number of  schools 
that provide 21st-century 
infrastructure that is at 
par with international 
standards and institutions. 
Some schools also adapt 
their curriculum to ensure 
sustained relevance, which 
can prepare their students for 
future career paths.

There are schools that also 
offer quotas for scholarship 
students, high achieving 
students whose parents may 
be unable to afford the fees 
at these private institutions. 
By offering scholarships and 
discounts, these institutions 
are playing a small part in 
reducing the number of 
unschooled children and also 
mitigating the issue of  poor 
quality in education.

Individuals are not left 
out in their contributions 
to improving education in 
the country. It is a known 
fact that the impact of  the 

individual may not be as 
noticeable but it should be 
celebrated. Many families 
adopt children of  relatives, 
domestic staff  or partner with 
organisations to cover the 
fees of  one or two children. 
Each little drop adds up to 
build the ocean we so desire.

Finally, there are 
organisations, like the Pistis 
Foundation, that aims to 
serve as a hub to allow 
all these parties to come 
together to do their part 
whilst also contributing their 
quota. Many NGOs provide 
scholarship programs, paying 
fees and placing students 
in schools. PF do this in 
partnership with schools that 
also want to make an impact 
in the lives of  these children.

Formal and informal 
education are both valid 
options for children, 
depending on their abilities 
and interests. Skills 
acquisition classes are being 
provided to train young 
students/children who 
will learn some musical 
instruments, chess, creative 
writing, robotics, et al.

Call to action: In 
celebration of  the 
International Day of 
Education, we can all play 
a part in improving the state 
of  education in our country. 
Here are a few ways this can 
be done.

Educators can create a 
few slots in their schools that 
are reserved for out of  school 
children. Many of  these 
children are around us if  we 
look more carefully.

Individuals can look 
in their own circles. Your 
domestic staff  have kids 
who aren’t able to attend 
standard/good schools. 
Can you help? What we 
often forget is that these 
uneducated children around 
us pose potential threats to 
our children in the future if 
we do nothing. By saving 
them, we are also saving our 
children.

J
anuary 24th is celebrated 
across the world as the 
International Day for 

Education. It is a day that 
aims to celebrate the role 
education plays in peace and 
development. This date was 
adopted in 2018 at the United 
Nations General Assembly.

Issues of  concern: 
Education is at the heart of 
the individual, national and 
global development. Quality 
education, one of  the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, is also the pathway 
toward achieving all the other 
goals (poverty eradication, 
gender equality, innovation 
and infrastructure and many 
more).

The right to education 
is a universal right of  every 
child, however, ‘today, 258 
million children and youth 
still do not attend school; 
617 million children and 
adolescents cannot read and 
do basic math; less than 40% 
of  girls in sub-Saharan Africa 
complete lower secondary 
school and some four 
million children and youth 
refugees are out of  school. 
Their right to education 
is being violated and it is 
unacceptable.’(UNESCO, 
2022).

In Nigeria, only 61% of 
children of  primary school 
age attend school and the 
percentage is lower in the 
North. It is worse for the 
female child in the North 
of  the country, where only 
about 40% are registered 
in school. Education is 
technically compulsory in 
the country but close to half 
of  the primary school-aged 
children in Nigeria are not 
being educated. The number 
of  unschooled children 
increases at secondary and 
tertiary levels (UNICEF, 
2022)

 The first area of  concern 
relates to the number of  out-

Opinion
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ight rays travel in 

Ldifferent mediums at 
different speeds. In 

vacuum, for example, light 
travels at the speed of  3×10  8

m/s. This is the highest speed 
possible in physics.
One of  the most important 
parameters that measures 
optical properties of  a medium 
is the index of  refraction. It is 
defined as the ratio of  the speed 

8of  light in vacuum (3×10  m/s) 
and the speed of  light v in the 
medium in question.
The refractive index measure 
the optical density of  a given 
material. A material with higher 
refractive is more optically 
dense than a material with 
lower refractive index.n =  c

Example 1
What is the index of  refraction 
in a medium where the speed of  
light is 1.5×10  m/s?8

Solution
n =  c
v

8=  3×10  m/s
1.5×10  m/s= 28

Example 2
What is the speed of  light in 
water whose refractive index is 
1.33?

Solution
1.33 =  3×10  m/s8

v
v =  3×10  m/s8

1.33≈ 2.26×10  m/s8

A homogeneous medium has a 
constant index of  refraction 
throughout the medium and 
light travels along straight paths 
in it. Refraction occurs at the 
interface or boundary of  two 
media with different refractive 
indices. It is the bending of  light 
rays when transmitted into the 
second medium. (see diagram 
below)

Snell's Laws of refraction
1) The incident ray, the 
refracted ray and the normal to 
the interface at the point of  
incidence are all included in the 
same plane called the plane of  
incidence.

2) n  sin (i) = n  sin (t)1 2

where n  is the refractive index 1

of  medium (1), n  is the 2

refractive index of  medium (2), i 
is the angle of  incidence and t is 
the angle of  refraction as shown 
in the diagram above.
Refraction explains physical 
phenomena such the 
appearance of  a pen bent inside 
a glass of  water and the 
separation of  white light into 
different colors such as the 
rainbow as shown below.

Example 3
A ray of  light is incident 
through glass, with refractive 
index 1.52, on an interface 
separating glass and water with 
refractive index 1.32. What is 
the angle of  refraction if  the 

angle of  incidence of  the ray in 
glass is 25 °? 

Solution
Use Snell's law to write: 1.52 sin 
25° = 1.32 sin t
t = arcsin((1.52/1.32) sin 25) 
≈29.1°

Example 4
What should be the angle of  
incidence of  a light ray incident 
through air on the boundary 
separating air from water so that 
the angle of  refraction is 30 
°?(refractive index of  air is 1 and 
that of  water is 1.32) 

Solution
Assume refractive index of  air is 
equal to 1.
Use Snell's law to write: 1 sin (i) 
= 1.32 sin 30°
i = arcsin (1.32 sin 30°) ≈ 41.3°

Example 5
A light ray strikes a 
homogeneous rectangular block 
of  glass of  thickness w at an 
angle i. The ray emerges at point 
B at an angle i'. (see diagram 
below)

a) Find i' in terms of  i and show 
that the emerging and incident 
rays are prallel.
b) Find the lateral displacement 
which is the distance d between 
the incident and emerging rays in 
terms of  angle i, the refractive 
indices n  and n  and width w of  1 2

the block.
c) Use the formula obtained in 
part b) to calculate d for n  = 1, 1

n  = 1.55, w = 3 cm and i = 2

32°.Solution
a) Snell's at point A
n  sin i = n  sin j1 2

Snell's law at point B
n  sin k = n  sin i'2 1

The normals NA and NB to the 
interfaces at A and B are parallel 
to each other and therefore 
angles j and k are equal. Hence
n  sin i = n  sin j = n  sin k = n  1 2 2 1

sin i'
Therefor i'= i
The incident and emerging have 
equal angles with the normals 
therefore the emerging and 
incident rays are parallel.

b) Find d
Consider the right triangle ABO.

sin  = d / ABα

Consider triangle ABO'
cos j = w / AB or AB = w / cos j

 = i - jα

sin (i - j) = d / AB
Substitute AB by w / cos j in the 
above equation
sin(i - j) = d cos j / w
d = sin(i - j) W / cos j
Use Snell's law
n  sin i = n  sin j1 2

j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ]1 2

Hence
d = w sin(i - j) / cos j
where j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ]1 2

c) Calculate d for n  = 1, n  = 1 2

1.55, w = 3 cm and i = 32°.
j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ] = arcsin 1 2

[ (1/1.55) sin 32°] ≈ 20 °
d = 3 sin(32 - 20) / cos 20 ≈ 0.7 
cm

Repeated on popular demand.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Light contd.
Refraction of light rays, examples
and solutions

v
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he Joint Admission Tand Matriculations 
Board have set aside 

April 20 to 30th, 2022, for 
the commencement of  the 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination (UTME).

The mock examination 
is expected to hold on April 
2 n d ,  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i l e 

he President of  the TAcademic  S ta f f  
U n i o n  o f  

U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  P r o f . 
Emmanuel Oshodeke, has 
described the allegation 
that  the  union i s  not 
recognised by the public 
service as crass ignorance. 

In a recent report, the 
Head of  the Civil Service of  
t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  D r 
Folashade Yemi-Esan,  
said the Nigerian Medical 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, as well as their 
a f f i l i a t e s ,  w e r e  n o t 
recognised labour unions in 
the public service. 

She also stated that the 
Federal Government was 
considering creating two 
additional councils in the 
educat ion  and hea l th 
sectors. 

But Oshodeke said, “It 
shows the act of  ignorance 
and quality of  people 
managing this country. 
How can somebody say a 
union that was established 
and registered in 1972 and 
has been operating in 
Nigeria during the civilian, 
military and with a Return 
Certificate signed by the 
Registrar of  Trade Union 
Act saying the union is not 
recognised? It shows the 
stupidity and ignorance 
and level of  people who are 
running this country. She 
doesn't know what the 
union is about; they are 
igniting more problems for 

themselves.
W h i l e  r e a c t i n g  t o 

Yemi-Esan's statement that 
the  FG would  c rea te 
council in the education 
sector, the ASUU president 
said, “I don't know what 

h e  A m e r i c a n TU n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Nigeria, Yola, says 

the institution will be seeking 
the approval of  the National 
Universities Commission to 
run degree and postgraduate 
programmes in the fields of  
medicine and public health. 

The president of  AUN, 
Margee Ensign, stated this at 
the matriculation ceremony 
of  students admitted for 2023 
academic session. 

The institution which is 
matriculating one of  the 
largest sets of  students for an 
a c a d e m i c  s t r e a m , 

announced that a large 
number of  Chibok girls from 
the AUN foundation school 
m a t r i c u l a t e d  i n t o  t h e 
university and were doing 
very well. 

Margee who noted that 
t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d 
proposal by the institution to 
apply for programmes in the 
fields of  medicine and public 
hea l th  was  spur red  by 
COVID-19 pandemic, added 
that the institution had 
c o m m e n c e d  h y b r i d 
programmes in the fields of  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
communication technology 

as a result of  the pandemic.
S h e  s a i d ,  “ We  a r e 

committed this semester to 
applying (to the National 
Universities Commission) 
and we hope, very much to 
have approval for public 
health both at undergraduate 
and post graduate levels. We 
have always wanted to do 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e 
pandemic has spurred us on. 

T h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s 
scepticism but we found out 
during the pandemic that in 
person learning can be 
limited. We want to open up 
a world-class education that 

i s  o f f e r e d  a t  AU N  t o 
everyone. So we are working 
ver y  hard to  a lso  seek 
approval with the NUC, to 
run hybrid programmes. We 
will start with graduate 
programmes, particularly 
from our Information and 
Communication Technology 
and Computing, Business 
and Entrepreneurship.”

Margee who decried the 
severity of  the impact of  
COVID-19 on her home 
country, the United States of  
A m e r i c a ,  h o w e v e r , 
cautioned Nigerians against 
letting down their guards just 

because the infection and 
fatality ratios were lesser in 
Nigeria. 

She said, “Just because 
N i g e r i a n s  h a v e  n o t 
e x p e r i e n c e d  w h a t  m y 
country, experienced does 
not mean this virus has run 
its course. “Viruses work 
hard to survive and they 
work hard with those who 
are not vaccinated and that 
remains a big part of  the 
challenge. And containing 
that, explains why public 
hea l th  i s  impor tant  in 
educating people.” 

she meant, we will get in 
touch with the Minister, we 
are  not  aware of  any 
council. Whatever they are 
planning, we are waiting, 
whatever they want we are 
waiting. If  this woman 

wants to do what the 
military could not do, we 
are waiting for them. Every 
Nigerian knows the history 
of  ASUU; we submit our 
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  Tr a d e 
Union.” 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
e x a m i n a t i o n  w o u l d 
commence  f rom 12th 
February and end on 19th 
March 2022, respectively.

The information was 
contained in a weekly 
b u l l e t i n  r e l e a s e d  b y 
JAMB's director of  media 
and  pub l i c  r e la t ions, 
Fa b i a n  B e n j a m i n  o n 

Monday.
It was also gathered 

that the Board has resolved 
to refund N4,000 which 
many candidates paid but 
were  unsucces s fu l  in 
completing the registration 
p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination including the 

D i r e c t  E n t r y 
Examinations.

“This is to notify all 
2021 candidates who had 
deposited a draft of  four 
thousand naira (N4,000) 
for late registration for the 
2021 Unified Ter tiary 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination and Direct 
Entry but were unable to 

complete the registration 
process owing to no fault of  
the Board, even after the 
Board had extended the 
registration period twice, to 
visit the Board's Website 
and complete a form for the 
refund of  the value of  the 
draft they submitted to the 
Board.

“The above candidates 
are to click on the link 2021 
UTME/DE Unregistered 
Candidates Bank Draft 
Recapture and fill the 
spaces after which they 
would key in the token sent 
to the phone numbers they 
had submitted during the 
submission of  their drafts. 

i x  I n f o r m a t i o n , 

SCommunication and 
Telecommunications 

schools are to be built by 
t h e  U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c 
Education Commission in 
the six geo-political zones 
at N3.6 billion. 

UBEC is also to build 
one of  such schools in the 
36 states, with each set to 
cost N350 million. 

The schools which will 
h ave  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o 
accommodate  a  large 
number of  students and 
ICT infrastructure will be 
known as UBEC Modern 
Smart Schools. 

Groundbreaking for 
one of  the schools was 
performed by UBEC's 
Executive Secretary, Dr 
H a m i d  B o b b o y i ,  i n 
Hadeja, Jigawa State, at the 
weekend.

Bobboyi explained in a 
statement that the UBEC 
Smart School Programme 
was  in fo r med  by  the 
lockdown and closure of  
schools for nearly one year 
as a result of  COVID-19. 

He added that  the 
concept became necessary 
to prepare for a situation 

that could disrupt the 
teaching and learning 
process in the future. 

T h e  E x e c u t i v e 
Secretary stressed that 
digital  and e- learning 
p l a t f o r m s  p r o v i d e d 
opportunities for both 
teachers  and lear ners 
without the constraint of  
time and space. 

According to him, 
UBEC expects that the 
deployment of  technology 
for instructional delivery 
w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
increase the quality of  
b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
learning outcomes. 

He stated that plans are 
on to ensure that some of  
the smart schools were 
completed “before the end 
of  this year for academic 
activities.” 

“It is my expectation 
that the standard we are 
jointly setting up would be 
sustained and improved 
upon to meet the schools' 
objectives,” Bobboyi said. 

He commended Jigawa 
State Governor Badaru 
Abubakar for providing 
land for the school. 

It is this token that would 
be used to access a form on 
which they will fill in their 
account details for the 
refund of  the value of  the 
draft. Candidates are to 
provide these details within 
the next two weeks from 
the date of  this publication.

“A  t e x t  m e s s a g e 
containing OTP has been 
s e n t  t o  t h e  a f f e c t e d 
candidates besides this 
notification, “the bulletin 
added.

The UTME, conducted 
by JAMB is a uniform 
entry-level examination for 
candidates seeking tertiary 
education.

JAMB announces date for 2022 UTME, DE registration

Head of Service ignorant of our union says
ASUU president

ICT: UBEC to build
smart schools in six
zones at N3bn

Varsity seeks NUC's approval for medical programmes



Forty years after, Ebonyi community 
reconnects to National grid

I
shiagu community 
in Ivo Local 
G o v e r n m e n  t

area of  Ebonyi State 
has on marked the 
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
ceremony of  
reconnection to 
national grid after forty 
years of  blackout.

According to the 
President General of  
Ishiagu Community 
Development Union, 
Mr. David Aja, noted 
that the unfortunate 
development was as 
result of  the activities of  
some individuals who 
go about vandalizing the 
equipments for no reason.

Aja, who 
expressed joy over the 
reconnection, said it 

was a memorial day 
for the community and 
said he had nurtured 
the ambition to restore 
electricity to the 
community, prior to his 
emergence as the leader 
of  the community’s 
union.

“We believe that 
we have a lot of  bad 
people around, who 
never wanted Ishiagu 
to grow, they go 
about vandalizing and 
removing the wires.

“In 2019, we caught 
one of  them and he’s 
in prison now, because 
light in Ishiagu has 
been my priority, I said 
if  God allowed me to 
be the ICDU president, 
this would be my first 
priority, to reconnect 
Ishiagu to national grid 
and that’s what we have 

done”, he explained.
The President 

General, however said 
a security committee 
has been inaugurated 
by him to monitor the 
installations and ensure 
that the equipments are 
not tempered with by 
miscreants.

The chairman of  
works committee, 
Mr. James Nweke, 
had earlier said 
the reconnection is 
estimated to cost over 
one hundred and eleven 
million, four hundred 
and fifty thousand 
naira.

He lauded the 
initiative and said it 
would go a long way 
to boost economic 
activities and better the 
lives of  the people in 
the community.

From Dan Maduagwu,  
Umuahia
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M
ore than two 
years after the 
death of  HRH, 

Eze Israel Okwu, the 
people of  Afaraukwu 
autonomous commu-
nity have chosen Chief  
Chukwuemeka Nwao-
biala as the Eze-elect of  
the town.

He scored 85 votes 
to defeat his opponent, 
Chief  Amaechi Ugwue-
je who scored zero vote. 
The election was held at 
Union Primary school, 
Afaraukwu over the 
weekend and was wit-
nessed by notable chiefs 
from the community, 
and also observed by 
journalists.

Declaring the result, 
the returning officer, 
Chief  Ben Onuegbu said 
the exercise was free and 
fair, adding that it was vi-
olent-free.

The returning officer 
who thanked the natives 
of  the famous town for 
their peaceful conduct 
throughout the election 
period, urged the new-
ly elected king, Chief  

Chukwuemeka Nwaobi-
ala to be magnanimous 
in leadership, when he is 
enthroned.

Reading his accept-
ance speech, the Eze-
elect expressed his pro-
found appreciation to 
God and to his kinsmen 
for finding him worthy 
to lead them. He assured 
his people that under his 

leadership, Afaraukwu 
would enjoy peace, unity, 
justice, equity and devel-
opment.

He further promised 
to draw the attention of  
the Abia State govern-
ment to the needs of  his 
people, pointing out that 
Abia State government 
house is situated on 
Afaraukwu Ibeku land.

The Traditional 
Prime Minister (TPM) of  
Afaraukwu autonomous 
community, Chief  Chi-
mechefulam Odoemel-
am and Chairman of  
Afaraukwu Elders’ 
Forum Chief  Ezenwa 
Nwokoma told Journal-
ists that their newly elect-
ed king would be pre-
sented to the Chairman 

and his wife, Ugoeze 
Sally Meme Kanu died 
in 2019,  two years after 
their palatial home was 
invaded by military of-
ficers, though the Nige-
rian Army still debunks 
carrying out the raid. 
The late Monarch and 
his wife, Ugoeze Sally 
Meme Kanu were buried 
in February, 2020.

Eze-elect of  Afaraukwu:  

Nwaobiala to replace 
Nnamdi Kanu’s father

Soludo will 
consolidate 
Obiano’s policies, 
Anambra monarch 

T
he Traditional ruler of  Isiagu 
community in Awka South Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 

State, Igwe Augustine Nwankwo, 
has commended his people for voting 
Professor Chukwuma Soludo, in the 
just concluded governorship election 
in the state.

He told his people that their 
decision to elect the former Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), governor, was 
a choice in a right direction.

According to him, he personally 
ordered the people of  Isiagu 
community to vote for Soludo of  
the All Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), because, he remains the only 
person that can consolidate on the 
legacy of  the present administration 
of  governor Willie Obiano, whose 
tenure expire March 17, 2022.

The Traditional ruler, gave the 
assertion while speaking to journalists 
at his palace, on Wednesday, shortly 
after distributing food items; rice, 
cows, tomatoes, onions, among others 
to the needy and vulnerable people 
to mark his 1st Ofala Festival after 
11years on the throne.

“I personally ordered my people 
to vote for Prof. Soludo, because of  
his long time experience on Nigeria 
economic situation. And I think he 
has the experience, the courage and 
the boldness to manage human and 
material resources very well. 

He assured that Soludo will 
maintain the already existing policies 
of  Willie Obiano, especially, the 
constant payment of  workers’ 
salaries as at when due, all inclusive 
administration, the operational 
International Passengers/Cargo 
Airport, International Conference 
Centre and Awka City Stadium. 

On the food items, the monarch 
said the gesture was to support 
the efforts of  the federal and state 
governments towards cushioning the 
effect of  hardship in the country.

“I am a grassroots man and 
anytime my people are mourning, 
I mourn with them and whenever 
they are celebrating, I celebrate with 
them.” he said. 

On the activities of  cultism, 
Mkpurummiri practices and other 
social vises, Igwe Nwankwo, appealed 
to members of  the community to 
always stick to rules and regulations 
of  the community and government for 
their own good.

Also speaking, the President 
General of  the community, Chief  
Linius Okeke, while disclosing that 
the Traditional ruler is in a cordial 
relationship with the community, 
mentioned the enrollment of  the 
Community Secondary School into 
the West Africa Examination Council 
(WAEC) 21 years after its creation, 
provision of  potable water, constant 
electricity supply, the ongoing 
construction of  Ultra-Model Market 
that houses 10,000 lockup shops with 
shopping malls, among others, as the 
achievements recorded so far through 
governor Willie Obiano’s Choose 
Your Project Initiative under his watch 
and the effort of  traditional ruler.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

“This community 
has been moving 
backwards because of  
lack of  light, with this 
light now, everybody 
will benefit, the 
economic value of  
having electricity is too 
enormous,” he said.

Also speaking, the 
Ohanaeze National 
youth Wing leader, 
Engr. Damian 
Okafor, who is also 
a beneficiary of  the 
project, said electricity 
had been the dream of  
everyone in Ishiagu.

He commended the 
ICDU leadership for 
ensuring its restoration 
in the community 
and noted that it 
would equally boost 
the confidence of  the 
people in business and 
investment.

Meanwhile, the 
Chief  executive of  
Gintek limited, Mr. 
Joseph Eze, has assured 
the community that 
his company would 
ensure the delivery of  
installations within 
the period of  three 
months and urged them 
to provide adequate 
security for the 
equipments.

Some indigenes of  
the community, Mr. 
Ejiofor Ndukwe, Hon. 
Afudike Emmanuel, 
amongst others, 
described the lack 
of  electricity in the 
community as being 
horrible, while calling 
on the people to 
harness the opportunity 
into better usage when 
the energy eventually 
comes on.

From Dan Maduagwu,  
Umuahia

of  Umuahia 
North LGA for 
recognition and 
documentation.

They added 
that he would 
also be present-
ed to Abia State 
Ministry of  lo-
cal government 
and chieftaincy 
affairs before be-
ing taken to the 
Abia State gov-
ernment Gover-
nor for certifica-
tion and staff  of  
office.

It would be 
recalled that 
the former tra-
ditional ruler 
of  Afaraukwu, 
HRH, Eze Isra-
el Okwu Kanu 

The Eze-elect of Afaraukwu community



Unifying Ndigbo through 
new yam celebrations

News	Echo	

  

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 January, 2022    

                

                        Page 9

I
t is a known fact that 
between August and 
October every year, many 

communities in Nigeria, 
particularly in the South-
East and South-South geo-
political zones, carry out the 
celebration of  the harvesting 
of  the new yams they had 
planted at the beginning of  
the planting season in  festival. 

In carrying out the 
celebration of  their new 
yams, the people give thanks 
and praises to Jehovah God 
for the bountiful harvests 
and for protecting and seeing 
them through from the 
period of  scarcity and want 
that usually characterises 
the planting season to the 
harvesting time of  plenty 
and boom when the people 
become happy and pleased  
that they have come to the 
period of  plenty and blossom 
as the yams, cocoa yams and 
other crops they had toiled to 
plant earlier have now been 
harvested to their admiration 
and which serve them as 
food materials they and their 
family members need to feed 
on to survive.

In many villages and com-
munities in these geo-political 
zones, new yam celebrations 
are, most times, carried out 
peacefully as the celebrants 
engage in cultural dances and 
displays, masquerades’ ex-
hibition, exchange of  gifts/
pleasantries and singing of  
traditional songs that suit 
such occasions whereas in 
some other communities the 
reverse is the case as many 
of  the celebrants, particular-
ly the younger ones, engage 
in violent and dangerous acts 
through which they inflict in-
juries on some people through 
the weapons they bear during 
such celebrations, and after 
such youths must have tak-
en excess alcohol, engage in 
smoking sprees on cannabis, 
Indian hemp and or other 
narcotic substances that go 
ahead to intoxicate them and 
affect and stupefy their brain 
in perceived paranoia.

This is often the reason 
why many community 

leaders are often heard on 
local radio stations  warning 
their youths against bearing 
dangerous weapons during 
new yam festivals; or engaging 
in drinking excess alcohol 
and smoking that is capable 
of  stupefying them, seduce 
and force them to become 
violent and misbehave during 
the period of  their new yam 
celebrations. Such warnings 
are always a welcome 
development considering 
the fact that many new yam 
celebrants had been injured, 
brutalised, maimed or even 
killed in the past.

However, despite the fact 
that some people misbehave 
during the celebration of  
their new yam festivals, it is 
a known and incontrovertible 
fact, a reality and obvious 
that new yam festivals many 
villagers usually cherish 
and relish on generally have 
always served as a unifying 
factor among the people 
of  the various villages and 
communities in many areas 
as well as being a way of  
preserving the culture and 
traditional values of  the 
communities involved.

It has been observed, 
too, that during the new 
yam festivals, many of  those 
natives living outside their 
homes usually return home 
to join their kit and kin in the 
celebration, and during which 
time such returnees fraternise 
with their immediate, 
extended family members 
and the villagers in general 
in one way or the other. In 
many cases, the returnees 
present gifts of  various kinds 
to their relatives while others 
help in solving some of  the 
immediate and long-time 
problems their people face 
at home through interacting 
with such relatives and 
friends.  Not only that, 
many participants use the 
period of  new yam festivals 
to contribute in propagating 
this aspect of  their cultural 
heritage for preservative and 
revivalistic purposes.

At other times, develop-
mental projects are embarked 
upon during the celebration 
of  the new yams as the com-
ing together of  people usually 
necessitate the articulation 
and resultant execution of  
community projects that are 

meant to impact positively  
on the people and which in-
clude building of  town halls 
and civic centres, schools, 
award of  scholarships to in-
digent but brilliant members 
of  such communities and the 
like, sponsoring the young 
ones to acquire skills too, all 
of  which are conceived dur-
ing town hall meetings of  
the concerned communities. 
That is why almost all com-
munities in Igbo land, for 
example, engage in new yam 
celebrations whether the peo-
ple of  such communities ac-
tually plant yams or not.

As communities embark 
upon the celebration of  
their new yam this year, it 
is important to point out 
and advise here that the 
people must ensure that the 
period be used exclusively 
to unify the people the more 
and glorify God instead of  
separating them and engage 
in mundane things. The new 
yam festival periods should 
not be used as opportunities 
to poison some people, main 
or kill others in one way or 
the other as they return home 
to participate; or go ahead 

to engage in other devilish 
and satanic acts. Those who 
use the period of  new yam 
festivals to offer sacrifices to 
their god-deities to appease 
such gods in various ways 
must desist from doing this 
as such fetish practices are 
old-fashioned, outdated, 
heathen and ungodly so that 
those who vilify and criticise 
new yam celebrations and see 
them as devilish and fetish 
will be proved wrong and 
made to see and understand 
that the modern new yam 
celebrations are a part of  
the cultural heritage of  the 
celebrants their forefathers 
had handed over to them and 
future generations.

Indeed, the new yam 
celebrations in some parts 
of  the country must be seen 
and used as a unifying factor 
among the people who 
should use such celebrations 
to glorify God and thank 
Him for keeping them alive 
from one planting season 
to the other and go ahead 
to preserve the rich trado-
cultural heritage, norms, 
values and identity of  the 
people of  Nigeria.

New Yam (Iri Ji) festival celebration in an Igbo community
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Years of marginalization 
of Ndigbo, cause of Biafra 
agitation — Ohanaeze youths

Asari Dukubo, Biafra 
National Guard led by 
Comrd. Innocent Orji, 
Biafra National Youth 
Guard led by Comrade. 
Obinna Ude, Biafra Zionist 
led by Benjamin Onwuka, 
Biafra Shadow Government 
led by Engr. Iwuagwu 
Iwuchukwu.

“Biafra Strikers Force 
led by Chidi Owu, Eastern 
People’s Liberation 
Movement led by Nnanna 
Kalu and many are coming 
up as a result lack of  
inclusiveness of  Ndigbo 
in national politics and 
governance,” Igboayaka 
outlined.

Igboayaka, described the 
Nigeria president of  South 
East 2023, as a perfect 
solution to the political 
differences and errors as 
perpetrated by Gen. Gowon 
and Gen. Ojukwu from 
1967 to 1970.

“It’s obvious that the 
new generation of  Igbo 
extraction, those below 57 

T
he Apex Youth Socio-
cultural organization 
of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 

World-wide, Ohanaeze 
Youth Council (OYC) has 
attributed the agitation 
for the restoration of  the 
Sovereign State of  Biafra 
to utter denial of  a Nigeria 
President of  the South East 
extraction.

It would be recalled that 
the said agitation which has 
evidently taken a swift turn 
began since the year 1998 
when Barr. Raph Uwazurike 
led the Movement For 
Actualization Of  Sovereign 
Of  Biafra.

In a release signed by 
the National President of  
Ohanaeze Youth Council, 
Comrade Igboayaka O. 
Igboayaka and made 
available to newsmen in 
Owerri, Imo State capital, 
the Council lamented that 
Biafra agitation was incited 
by the protracted injustice 
and marginalization against 
Ndigbo.

The National President 
sited that Biafra agitation 
took a new dimensions with 
the leadership of  Indigenous 
People Of  Biafra (IPOB) 
led by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
who has been in the custody 
of  the Department of  the 
State Services (DSS).

Speaking, he said: “Today 
there are over fifteen strong 
secessionist groups in the 
Southeast region agitating 
for Biafra, which includes 
IPOB led by Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, Biafra Government 
In Exile led by Engr. 
Innocent Amadi, Eastern 
People’s Congress led by 
Comrade Okechukwu, 
MASSOB led by Uche 
Madu, Biafra Independent 
Movement (BIM) led by 
Raph Uwazurike.

Others are: “Lower 
Nigeria Congress led 
by Tony Nnadi, Biafran 
National Council led by 

years old didn’t experience 
the Nigeria-genocide against 
Ndigbo, but they have 
inquired and felt aggrieved 
why an Igbo person has not 
governed Nigeria since 56 
years.

“This prolonged 
marginalization, injustice 
and economic strangulation 
against Ndigbo have formed 
the opinion in over 80 
million Igbo people between 
the ages of  15 to 57 years 
that Nigeria is not their 
country.

 “Therefore, they seek 
secession for actualization 
of  state of  Biafra,” 
Igboayaka recounted.

He admitted that a 
Nigerian president of  South 
East ought to be a patriotic 
call for all right thinking 
members of  the Nigerian 
society, to pave the way 
for a new Nigeria, adding, 
“where tribalism will be 
buried with resurrection of  
National patriotism instead 
of  ethnic patriotism”, he 
said.

Furthermore, Igboayaka 
noted that “it’s not in doubt 
that Southeast has creams 
of  credible and competent 
presidential aspirants that 
can unify Nigeria to the path 
of  ethnical reintegration, 
economic development and 
political stability.”

“Nigerians should come 
into the path of  present 
political reality that Biafra 
agitation is opposite of  
Nigeria President of  
Southeast extraction, which 
the likes of  Ogbonna Onu, 
Orji Uzor Kalu, Anyim Pius 
Anyim, Sam Ohuabunwa, 
George Moghalu have the 
patriotic capacity to unify 
Nigeria and integrate all 
parts of  ethnical national to 
national consciousness.”

Concluding, Igboayaka 
noted that the real part of  
the deal for political solution 
to Nnamdi Kanu’s case “is 
to integrate him into the 
project of  Nigeria president 
of  Southeast Extraction 
2023.”

Politics

By Adaora John

Uwazuruike

Today there are over �fteen strong 
secessionist groups in the Southeast region 
agitating for Biafra, which includes IPOB led 
by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, Biafra Government In 
Exile led by Engr. Innocent Amadi, Eastern 

People’s Congress led by Comrade Okechukwu, 
MASSOB led by Uche Madu, Biafra Independent 

Movement (BIM) led by Raph Uwazurike. 
Others are: “Lower Nigeria Congress led by Tony 

Nnadi, Biafran National Council led by Asari 
Dukubo, Biafra National Guard led by Comrd. 
Innocent Orji, Biafra National Youth Guard led 
by Comrade. Obinna Ude, Biafra Zionist led by 
Benjamin Onwuka, Biafra Shadow Government 

led by Engr. Iwuagwu Iwuchukwu. “Biafra 
Strikers Force led by Chidi Owu, Eastern 

People’s Liberation Movement led by Nnanna 
Kalu and many are coming up as a result lack 
of inclusiveness of Ndigbo in national politics 

and governance,” Igboayaka outlined.

Kanu

Onwuka Asari



…Suspends Thursday planned protests

T
he six-page letter is jointly 
signed by NLC President 
Ayuba Wabba and 

General-Secretary Emmanuel 
Ugboaja with following bullet 
points:

‘We write to draw the 
attention of  Your Excellency 
to the recent proposal by the 
Federal Government to increase 
the pump price of  the Premium 
Motor Spirit (PMS) also known 
as petrol anytime from now.

‘It is the well-considered 
view of  Nigerian workers as 
conveyed through the leadership 
of  Organised Labour in Nigeria 
that the proposed hike, if  it 
goes through, would induce 
and impose an unprecedented 
degree of  hardship on Nigerian 
workers, their families and the 
generality of  the populace. 
The net and multiplier effects 
of  such socio-economic 
dislocation especially with 
regards to a decent standard of 
living, productivity and national 
security are better imagined 
than experienced.

“The Federal Government 
should demonstrate seriousness 
and commitment to overhauling 
our local refineries as a lasting 
panacea to mass importation 
of  refined petroleum products, 
importation pricing model, and 
a host of  lost opportunities, 
official corruption and 
self-inflicted dislocations 
occasioned by mass importation 
of  refined petroleum products 
into Nigeria.

“Governments at all levels in 
Nigeria should take immediate 
steps to improve governance 
and public accountability in 
order to regain the confidence 
of  Nigerians that the cardinal 
constitutional mandate of 
guaranteeing the welfare and 
security of  Nigerians has not 
been traded off. Nigerian 
workers understand that 
government pays out significant 
amount of  money as petrol 
subsidy.

“Nigerian workers also 
appreciate the fact that the 
monies spent on petrol subsidy 
would be totally unnecessary 
if  government is alive to its 
responsibilities of  proper 
management of  critical 
national assets, especially our 
local refineries.

“It is the mismanagement 
of  our four public oil refineries 
over the years by successive 
governments that has opened the 
floodgates of  mass importation 
of  refined petroleum products 

NLC: Bullet points in 
petition to state governors 

and consequently, unfurled 
incessant increases in the prices 
of  refined petroleum products 
in Nigeria.

“The fact is very clear, there 
is no way a country can control 
the price of  what it does not 
produce.

“For a critical national 
security product like petrol 
and other refined petroleum 
derivatives, the situation is akin 
to handing over our national 
sovereignty to other climes. 
There is no better description of 
neo-colonialism and toxic neo-
liberalism than this.

“The situation has remained 
the same for nearly two years 
now as government treats 
inquiries and promptings by the 
organized labour with levity, 
disdain and contempt.

“This is why Nigerian 
workers were completely taken 
aback by the sudden proposal 
by government to increase 
the pump price of  petrol. 
Coincidentally and curiously, 
the declaration by the Nigerian 
government to increase the 
pump price of  petrol came a 
few days after the same demand 
was made by the World Bank 
and the International Monetary 
Fund.

“Clearly, the Nigerian 
government is more interested 
in listening to foreign vested 
interests than engaging with the 
Nigerian people.

“Organized Labour in 
Nigeria as a responsible social 
partner, is willing and ready 
to work with government to 
find enduring solutions to the 
crisis in Nigeria’s downstream 
petroleum sector and other areas 

of  challenge in governance.
“The challenge with the 

Importation Price Model for 
refined petroleum products is 
that apart from being a clog in 
the wheel of  industrialisation 
and self-actualisation, it also 
constitutes a grave national 
security threat. Crude oil and 
its derivatives just like other 
strategic national assets have 
precipitated international wars 
as countries are very keen to 
protect their petroleum industry 
as it is a key that opens multiple 
doors of  industrial, economic 
and social development. This 
is the reason, virtually all 
the OPEC countries retain 
national oil corporations which 
oversee their hydrocarbons 
assets. We are amiss why the 
Nigerian governments choose 
to outsource our God-given 
hydrocarbon resource to a 
few individuals and foreign 
interests.

“The same logic applies to 
the encouragement of  private 
refineries at the detriment of 
public refineries. While Nigerian 
workers welcome the investment 
by the Nigerian private sector in 
the building of  new refineries, 
we are also cautious to note 
that the overarching goal of 
private investment is profit 
maximisation. Given the 
massive size of  investments in 
private refineries in Nigeria, 
there are well-founded fears 
that the absence of  optimally 
performing public refineries 
would eliminate competition 
and open the doors for 
monopolies and cartels at a 
debilitating expense for the 
ordinary Nigerian. Government 

has a duty to ensure that this 
does not happen.

“Currently, under the 
Importation Price Model for 
refined petroleum products, 
Nigerians are being forced to 
pay for all manner of  acquired 
and transferred costs. These 
costs include the profit margin 
of  foreign oil refineries, taxes 
paid by foreign oil companies, 
international shipping and 
logistics costs, product handling 
costs at the ports, demurrage 
charges, and import duties on 
imported petroleum products. 
Ultimately, all these costs are 
transferred to the end consumer 
even as the government pays a 
fraction of  this cost as the so-
called petrol subsidy. Apart from 
inflicting very harsh financial 
blows on the pocket of  ordinary 
Nigerians, the retention of 
the Importation Price Model 
also fleeces the government of 
scarce hard-earned revenue.

“All these price distortions 
and inflation acquired in the 
process of  mass importation of 
petrol, including the corollary 
implication of  mass export 
of  potential jobs and mass 
import of  poverty, would be 
automatically eliminated once 
our local refineries are made to 
work at full installed capacity 
and we revert from the suicidal 
Importation Price Model to 
a more realistic, humane and 
sustainable Local Production 
Price Template. The other 
advantages of  the local refining 
include the creation of  mass 
decent jobs both directly and 
indirectly from new investments 
by both government and the 
private sector in the downstream 

petroleum industry,’
“From our foregoing 

submissions, there is no reason 
Nigeria, like other nations of 
the world, should not utilize 
the comparative advantage 
of  crude oil which is our 
domineering foreign exchange 
earner as a strategic national 
asset for improving the lots of 
the Nigerian workers and the 
ordinary citizens of  our great 
country.

“We plead that Your 
Excellency should use your 
position as a member of  the 
National Economic Council 
to convey our foregoing 
persuasions and demands 
to the Federal Government. 
We also warn that Nigerian 
workers would have no other 
choice than to down tools once 
the government goes ahead to 
force another round of  petrol 
price increment on Nigerians. 
Nigerians have suffered enough. 
Enough is Enough!

“We also warn that Nigerian 
workers would have no other 
choice than to down tools once 
the government goes ahead to 
force another round of  petrol 
price increment on Nigerians. 
Nigerians have suffered 
enough.”

However, the Nigeria Labour 
Congress has suspended its 
nationwide protests slated for 
Thursday 27 and February 2.

The congress took the 
decision at its National 
Executive Council meeting held 
virtually on Tuesday.

The NLC President, Ayuba 
Wabba, who broke the news at 
a press conference hinged the 
decision to suspend the protests 
on the reversal of  the Federal 
Government’s plan to stop the 
subsidy on petrol.

He said members of  the 
NLC who had been mobilised 
would be demobilised following 
the decision to suspend the 
protests.

Before the announcement, 
the Congress had noted on 
Monday that it would continue 
with the preparations for the 
protests.

Wabba stated that the 
National Executive Council of 
the NLC had given directives for 
the mobilisation of  workers and 
citizens for the national protests 
if  the Federal Government 
refused to reverse the planned 
hike in the pump price of  petrol.

But justifying its decision, 
the NLC president said the 
congress dropped the planned 
protests “following the 
reversal and reapproach by 
government.”

Controversy
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By Ikechi Ononiwu, 
Abuja

National Chairman of NLC, Ayuba Wabba flanked by other executive members 
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From Nonye Udumiri,
 Aba

A 
human rights activist, 
Emperor Gabriel Og-
bonna has urged all 

Igbos to be careful of  the po-
litical promises of  High Chief 
Raymond Dokpesi concern-
ing the Igbo Presidency pro-
ject. 

Dokpesi, the technical 
committee, Atiku Abubakar 
presidential campaign, Chief 

Raymond Dokpesi, in Umua-
hia, Abia State capital solic-
ited support for a one-term 
presidency for the former vice 
president from the South-
East.

He said if  elected, Atiku 
would rule for a single term 
of  four years, which would 
pave way for the South-East 
to produce the president in 
2027.

He maintained that Atiku, 

who hails from the North-
East geo-political zone is the 
right person to wrestle pow-
er from the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

Dokpesi revealed that the 
PDP zoning arrangement 
was not honoured during the 
2015 presidential elections, 
and consequently, the party 
went into the election with a 
divided house and lost.

He assured all that the PDP 

had to give the North another 
chance to complete its four 
years in the presidency to 
wrestle power from the APC 
in 2023. He assured that the 
PDP would zone the presi-
dency to the South-East and 
ensure that the zone produces 
the President in 2027

Reacting to Dokpesi prom-
ises, Emperor urged Ndigbo 
to be very careful with prom-
ises coming from Dokpesi, 
stressing that his antecedents 
with promises, especially with 
his business does not speak 
well of  him.

He said, “We bought shares 
in DAAR Communications 
PLC, owners of  AIT. We 
also bought shares in DAAR 
Holdings. Before we bought From Chuma Austin,

Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State yesterday re-

ceived a Haitian delegation 
at the Government House, 
Enugu, amid excitement 
and fulfillment. 

The 10-man Haitian del-
egation, led by Senator 
Moise Jean-Charles, were 
on a home-coming mission 
to Enugu, the historic capi-
tal of  Igboland, to perform 
conventional Igbo rituals 
such as traditional naming 
and name adoption, after 
they traced their roots to Ig-
boland.

Addressing the delega-
tion, Governor Ugwuanyi 
represented by the Secretary 
to the State Government 
(SSG), Prof. Simon Uchen-
na Ortuanya, delightfully 
welcomed them to Enugu 
State in particular and the 
entire Igboland in general, 
and commended them for 
the bold step. 

 Ugwuanyi also appreciat-
ed them for “keeping a date 
with history, for following 
your heart, and for following 
your roots and getting back to 
your roots”.

The governor who stressed 
the significance of  the visit, 
stated that “today is a new 
beginning for all of  us”. 

 “We open our doors to you 
and we are ready as we have 
demonstrated. We also want 
you to know that changing 
your names is in agreement 
with the Igbo tradition that 
you have a new name for a 
new born.

“Today, you are born new 
in Enugu State and in the 
land of  your fathers. Con-
gratulations!”, he added.

In his address, the lead-
er of  the delegation, Sen. 
Jean-Charles, who described 
the visit to Enugu State as 
home-coming, rooting back 
to their origin in Igboland, 
thanked Gov. Ugwuanyi for 
the hospitality accorded to 
them in the state.

He recounted the affinity 
of  the people and culture of 
Enugu State and Haiti, re-
vealing that Enugu has five 

letters as Haiti and that Enu-
gu and Haiti mean cities on 
top of  a hill. 

According to the leader 
of  the Haitian delegation, 
“I have visited many coun-
tries, many places around the 
world but this is the first time 
I have visited a country that 
everybody looks like me”.

Sen. Jean-Charles went 
further to say: “I have not 
come here as a foreign per-
son. I have come back home. 
Before I keep on talking, I 
want to on behalf  of  all Hai-
tians, all the blocks in Haiti, 
to thank you (Ugwuanyi) for 
receiving us after 218 years. 

“We have decided that 
people in the whole conti-
nent of  Africa and all of  us 
who are there in Haiti is a 
wind following the bird from 
the African continent and it 
has brought bear in Ameri-
ca which means all of  us are 
one”.

In their separate goodwill 
messages, the Commission-
er for Culture and Tourism, 
Hon. Ugonna Ibe, the Chair-
man, Enugu State Council 
of  Traditional Rulers, HRH 
Igwe Lawrence Agubuzu, 
the immediate past President 
General of  Ohaneze Ndigbo, 
Chief  Nnia Nwodo and Ozo 
(Dr.) Ferdinand Anikwe, 
gave a historic background 
of  the Haitians and their link 
with Igbos, applauding the 
visitors for taking such a bold 
step in identifying with the 
people of  their origin. 

The climaxes of  the event 
were the traditional naming 
and name adoption by the 
Haitian delegation, which 
were performed by Igwe 
Agubuzu in company of 
other traditional rulers pres-
ent, dancing of  Igede cultur-
al dance by the visitors, and 
presentation of  souvenirs to 
them by Enugu State govern-
ment.  

Members of  the Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, 
State Executive Council 
(EXCO), Special Advisers to 
the Governor, other top gov-
ernment functionaries and 
the President of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo, Enugu State Chap-
ter, Prof. Fred Eze witnessed 
the historic event.

Ugwuanyi receives Haitian delegation, 
roots traced to Igboland

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has said that it 
is proposing to extend 

the subsidy removal imple-
mentation period by anoth-
er 18 months.

Minister of  State for Pe-
troleum Resources, Timipre 
Sylva, disclosed this to State 
House Correspondents on 
Tuesday during a special 
briefing on fuel subsidy or-
ganised by the Presidential 
Communication Team at 
the Presidential Villa, Abu-
ja.

According to him, the 
extension will give all stake-
holders time to ensure that 
the implementation is car-
ried out in a manner that en-
sures all necessary modali-
ties are in place to cushion 
the effect of  the PMS subsi-
dy removal, in line with pre-

vailing economic realities.
The Minister explained, 

“We don’t intend to remove 
subsidies now. That is why 
I am making this announce-
ment. We also see the legal 
implication. There is a six-
month provision in the PIA 
that will expire in February 
and that is why we are com-
ing out to say that before the 
expiration of  this time, as I 
said earlier, we will engage 
the legislature.

“We believe that this will 
go to the legislature, we are 
applying for amendment of  
the law so that we would 
still be within the law.

“We are proposing an 
18-months extension but 
what the National Assem-
bly is going to approve is up 
to them. We would approve 
an 18-months extension and 

Fuel subsidy: FG proposes 18 
months extension

Members of the Spanish Innovative and Private Sport Association, LaLiga and the University of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN), 
when they paid a courtesy visit to Prof Charles Igwe, the Vice Chancellor of UNN in his of�ce.

these shares, Raymond Dok-
pesi told us that he and his 
company shall establish Af-
rican Independent Television 
(AIT) in all state capitals in 
Nigeria. We believed him.

“I personally used all the 
money I saved as a young 
lawyer to buy those shares. 
Years after buying those 
shares, I have not seen even a 
kobo from AIT as dividends. 
DAAR Holding has not even 
given me a share certificate.

“I am not alone in this, 
millions of  Nigerians. Yet we 
see AIT doing business on 
TV, yet we the owners have 
not been getting a dime. “Yet 
Raymond Dokpesi would 
have the effrontery to tell 
Nigerians that Atiku will do 

one tenure and hand over to 
an Igbo. “A man who we all 
beloved in, and gave him our 
money. He could not keep his 
promise but is enjoying our 
sweat.

“If  he cannot keep his 
promise on our money, how 
do we believe him with our 
votes?

“If  Nigeria had been a 
sane country, people like 
Raymond Dokpesi would 
have been made to account 
for every single kobo he used 
his company to extract from 
me and other Nigerians.  “He 
is living big with our money 
and talking all those things. 
But Nigeria is the way it is 
today, and Dokpesi is still 
talking.”

then it is up to the National 
Assembly to look at it and 
pass the amendment as they 
see it.”

About a possible gradu-
al increase in fuel prices in 
the coming months, he said 
“that is not on the table as 
well. Gradual or increment 
in whatever guise is not on 
the table.

“We are going to see how 
to rejig the law, this is not 
going to be the only amend-
ment to the PIA. A few 
months ago, the President 
already proposed an amend-
ment to the law.”

Asked if  the extension has 
any links to the 2023 general 
elections, the Minister said 
“Of  course not. This is just 
the human face of  the Gov-
ernment and the President. 
He wants everything to be in 

place and he insisted that if  
we want to remove fuel sub-
sidies, we must make sure 
we put every measure in 
place to protect Nigerians.

“That is the President’s 
insistence. We are now tak-
ing steps to ensure that these 
processes are in place. And 
this entails talking with la-
bour. We are already talking 
with labour and our discus-
sions are around palliatives 
and mitigations.”

Sylva also said the queues 
experienced at the pet-
rol filling stations across 
Abuja are man-made. He 
explained that “this is not 
natural. When people are 
expecting a certain policy 
direction, they want to take 
steps on it. Some want to 
profiteer and then they start 
to hoard.
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

O
ccupants of  hous-
es and shops at 
World Bank sec-

tion of  old timber road, 
Umuahia, have appealed 
to the Abia State govern-
ment and other individu-
als to come to their aid, 
following the destruction 
of  their homes by a late 
night fire.

The inferno which start-
ed on Saturday at about 
11:20 pm, according to 
the victims, started after 

Umuahia fire victims appeal for help

electricity was restored in 
the area by Enugu Elec-
tricity Distribution Com-
pany (EEDC) and affected 
two residential buildings 
and four shops with the 
burnt property valued at 
millions of  naira.

Speaking in tears, the 
caretaker of  one of  the af-
fected buildings, Mr. James 
Awom who described the 
incident as strange, said 
that efforts by tenants and 
sympathisers to stop the 
fire yielded no fruit as it in-
creased in volume.

He regretted that his 
two bed room flat, togeth-
er with those of  his co-ten-
ants were consumed by 
the fire before the arrival 
of  men of  Abia State Fire 
Service.

Awom appealed to the 
Abia State government 
to “come to our rescue by 
providing us with some 
money to start life again. 
All our belongings have 
been consumed and we 
have nowhere to start.”

He continued, “I also 
appeal to pastors, politi-
cians and companies to 
help us because we have 

been rendered homeless. 
Our means of  livelihood 
are also gone with this fire. 
Most of  us just returned 
from Christmas and new 
year”,  Awom cried.

News Echo gathered 
that the burnt shops were 
occupied by fashion de-
signers, provision dealers, 
pools office among others 
while the burnt residen-
tial buildings were occu-
pied by some families.

The Chief  Fire Officer 
of  Abia State Fire Ser-
vice, Mr. Arua Nnanna 
who reacted to the devel-
opment, said it was the 
intervention of  his men 
that stopped the fire from 
spreading to other build-
ings and shops and reiter-
ated the need for residents 
to avoid any behavior that 
may lead to fire outbreak.

Nnanna also advised 
residents to install fire ex-
tinguishers in their homes 
to serve as emergency 
tool in tackling fire inci-
dents before the arrival 
of  men of  the Abia State 
Fire Service. He commis-
erated with the families 
who lost their belongings.

Victims scarvaging through their burnt properties.

CHANGE OF NAME:

 I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as AGU JOY 
GINIKACHUKWU, now 
wish to be known, called and 
addressed as MRS. OKOCHI 
JOY GINIKACHUKWU.

All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. 
The general public should 
note.

Signed:
MRS. OKOCHI JOY
GINIKACHUKWU



Afghan women activists feel betrayed 
by Oslo talks

Some people in the capital, Ouagadougou, came out in support of the soldiers.

Taliban, Western envoys discuss
Afghanistan crisis in Oslo

FOREIGN News

B
urkina Faso’s military 
takeover is unsettling but 
not unexpected.

The ousting of  President 
Roch Kaboré is the fourth coup in 
West Africa in the last 17 months.

Neighbouring Mali has seen two 
military interventions in that time, 
fuelled by concerns over an inability 
to deal with growing militant 
Islamist violence.

As in Mali, Mr Kabore’s removal 
was triggered by growing discontent 
among security forces over his 
alleged failure to adequately support 
them against militants linked to 
both al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 
group.

On Sunday, mutinies were 
reported in several military camps, 
in the capital, Ouagadougou, and 
the northern towns of  Kaya and 
Ouahigouya.

The unrest followed months of 
anti-government protests demanding 
the president’s resignation.

Militant attacks that began in 
2015 have claimed more than 2,000 
lives and forced 1.5 million people 
from their homes, according to UN 
estimates. Schools are closed in large 
parts of  the country because it is too 
dangerous for them to open.

Public confidence in the president’s 
management of  the security crisis 
sharply fell after an attack in the 
northern village of  Solhan in June 
2021. More than 100 people were 
killed in the attack blamed on 
militants who had crossed from 
Mali.

The Solhan attack prompted 
opposition protests in the capital, 
forcing Mr Kaboré to reshuffle his 
government and appoint himself 
defence minister.

Another attack on the northern 
Inata military base in November 
2021 heightened anger towards the 
government.

More than 50 members of  the 

security forces were killed. Reports 
emerged that the base had sent a 
distress message asking for food 
rations and additional equipment 
two weeks before the attack, which 
never arrived.

The president sacked his 
government and appointed a new 
prime minister and defence minister 
ahead of  national reconciliation 
talks with the opposition.

Despite West Africa’s security 
and political volatility, Burkina 
Faso enjoyed fragile stability until a 
popular uprising in 2014 that ousted 
former long-serving President Blaise 
Compaoré.

A coup attempt in 2015 left the 
military deeply divided. Mr Kaboré 
was first elected that year on a pledge 
to unify the country.

However, militants from 
neighbouring Mali - where a 
separatist insurgency in 2012 was 
hijacked by jihadists - carried out an 
attack in the Burkinabè capital as Mr 
Kaboré prepared to take the helm.

Armed groups took advantage of 
a weak security presence in Burkina 
Faso’s exposed borderlands to 
mount more attacks and entrench 
their presence.

Jihadists have also triggered 
sectarian tensions between previously 
co-existing Christian and Muslim 
communities in Burkina Faso.

The militants have taken advantage 
of  the sparse state presence and lack 
of  humanitarian support, which have 

Why soldiers seized power in 
Burkina Faso
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T
he Taliban and Western dip-
lomats launched high-level 
talks in Oslo on Monday, 

according to the Norwegian For-
eign Ministry.

The Taliban’s delegation, led 
by acting Foreign Minister Amir 
Khan, met with envoys from the 
US, France, UK, Germany, the 
EU and Norway.

It’s the first talks that Western 
officials have held with the Tal-
iban since the extremist group 
seized control of  Afghanistan last 
August.

The Taliban are urging the US 
and other countries to unblock 
nearly $10 billion (€8.8 billion) in 
frozen Afghan assets. The group 
says these funds are needed to 
tackle the country’s dire humani-
tarian crisis.

“We are requesting them to un-
freeze Afghan assets and not pun-
ish ordinary Afghans because of  
the political discourse,” Taliban 
representative Shafiullah Azam 
said late Sunday. “Because of  the 
starvation, because of  the deadly 
winter, I think it’s time for the in-
ternational community to support 
Afghans, not punish them because 
of  their political disputes.”

Western countries, meanwhile, 

are urging the Taliban to respect 
the rights of  women and girls. 
Western powers are also pushing 
the group to share power with eth-
nic and religious minorities in the 
country.

The three-day discussions be-
gan on Sunday, with the Taliban 

left communities both vulnerable 
and prone to recruitment.

Political participation has also 
been undermined by the militant 
presence.

In 2020, voters who had fled their 
homes in parts of  the north and 
east were unable to participate in 
the presidential poll in which Mr 

Kaboré was re-elected with 58% of 
the vote.

Militant pressure on communities 
heightened public disgruntlement in 
the president’s second term.

There are concerns that a pattern 
is emerging.

The build-up to Burkina Faso’s 
coup bear similarities with events in 
Mali before its own military takeover 
in August 2020.

A series of  deadly attacks on 
military and civilian targets was 
followed by mass protests sparked 
by a growing lack of  faith in the 
government of  Mali’s then President 
Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta.

Burkina Faso’s main opposition 
leader, Eddie Komboigo, has tried 
to take advantage of  the public 
discontent about insecurity to whip 
up anger.

But while the public in Mali 
broadly supported the military coup, 
Burkinabès may be wary of  further 
instability with the army in charge.

Both countries used to be French 
colonies and France has continued 
to maintain strong economic and 
security ties long after independence.

Like Mali, Burkinabè security 
forces depend on support from 
France which deployed 5,100 
personnel in the region under what 
was called Operation Barkhane. 
This began when France sent troops 
to stop jihadists marching on Mali’s 
capital, Bamako in 2013.

But public backing for the French 
involvement has waned as the 
security situation deteriorated.

In December, residents of  Kaya 
blocked a French military convoy 
delivering supplies to the Burkinabè 
army and instead accused Barkhane 
forces of  working with jihadists.

France has further been pushed out 
of  the Sahel region, which includes 
both countries, in a diplomatic 
row with Mali that triggered the 
withdrawal of  nearly half  of  the 
Barkhane contingent.

meeting representatives from civil 
society.

The Taliban took control of  Af-
ghanistan in August, as the US 
and other NATO countries at-
tempted to pull out their military 
and diplomatic personnel from 
the country. 

A
fghan women protesting 
against the Taliban’s harsh 
rule say they have been be-

trayed by Norway, the first Western 
nation to host the hardline Islamists 
since they seized power in August. 

Led by the foreign minister, a Tal-
iban delegation travelled first class 
on a plane specially chartered by the 
Norwegian government to Oslo for 
meetings with Western officials and 
members of  Afghan civil society.

Women activists who have been 
facing intimidation by the Taliban 
after staging small and scattered pro-
tests are outraged by the diplomatic 
efforts.  

“I am sorry for such a country as 
Norway for organising this summit, 

sitting with terrorists, and making 
deals,” said Wahida Amiri, an ac-
tivist who has protested regularly in 
Kabul since the Taliban’s return.

“It saddens me a lot. Shame on the 
world for accepting this and opening 
doors to the Taliban,” she told AFP.

Several women -- too afraid to step 
outside -– instead protested in their 
homes in the cities of  Kabul, Bam-
iyan and Mazar-i-Sharif, in images 
posted to social media. 

“Norway has invited criminals and 
terrorists who have no respect for 
women’s rights and human rights,” 
an activist from Bamiyan who asked 
not to be identified told AFP.

“They (the Taliban) are against 
women and humanity and they do 

not believe in freedom of  speech.”
Another activist in the city said 

women were concerned their rights 
would be “traded behind closed 
doors” in Oslo. 

The Taliban have promised a softer 
rule than their last stint in power be-
tween 1996 and 2001 when women 
were banned from leaving the house 
without a male chaperone and forced 
to wear the all-covering burqa.

Many women, however, remain 
deeply mistrustful and afraid of  the 
new government. 

Women’s rights improved slightly 
over the past 20 years in the patriar-
chal Muslim nation, but the gains 
were mainly limited to cities.

Last week, women activists said 

two of  their comrades, Tamana 
Zaryabi Paryani and Parwana Ibra-
himkhel, were seized from their 
homes in Kabul after taking part in a 
demonstration.

The Taliban have denied any in-
volvement. Some Afghans argue 
that engaging with the Taliban is 
necessary to save the country from 
collapse, with millions suffering from 
hunger. Afghanistan’s humanitarian 
situation has deteriorated drastical-
ly since August when the Taliban 
stormed back to power 20 years after 
being toppled.

International aid came to a halt, 
worsening the plight of  millions of 
people already hungry after several 
severe droughts.

No country has yet recognised the 
new government, and Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Anniken Huitfeldt 
stressed the talks would “not repre-
sent a legitimisation or recognition of 
the Taliban”.



h e  N a t i o n a l  TAgency for Food 
a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
Control, NAFDAC, has 
stopped the registration of  
alcohol in sachets, small 
volumes and glass bottles 
below 200ml amid other 
s t r i n ge n t  r e g u l a t o r y  
measures.

This  came as  the 
agency re-affirmed its 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

uspected hoodlums 

Shave razed the palace 
of  traditional ruler of  

Oboro Amurie kingdom in 
Isu Local Government Area 
o f  I m o  S t a t e  E z e  VO 
Ahamefule Duruoha 1.

I t  was  gathered  the 
mystery fire, which engulfed 
the palace took place around 
midnight.

It was learnt that some 
armed hoodlums drove into 
the palace and set it on fire.

The inferno destroyed 
property but the monarch 
and his children were rescued 
unhurt.

However, palace sources 
said the palace was not razed 
by gunmen.

Reacting to the incident, 
the  Pa lace  spokesman, 
Ezinwa N'Isu, Chief  Sixtus 
Nnamdi Nsorom, urged the 
public to disregard such 
unfounded rumours linking 
gunmen to the fire outbreak.

“The entire public is 
hereby urged to disregard 
such unfounded rumours 
linking unknown gunmen as 
Eze Ahamefule of  Oboro 
Amurie Kingdom has no 
problems with anybody by 
whatsoever nomenclature.

“The desecration of  the 

sacred Kingdom of  peace of  
Uzunakpuigwe remains 
c o n d e m n a b l e  a n d 
abomination in the highest 
order.

“While we thank God 
Almighty that no life was lost, 
we will continue to dig deep 
to unravel the root cause of  
the unfortunate incident. Eze 
Duruoha remains a universal 

h e  O s u n  S t a t e TMagistrate Court 
has remanded two 

p e r s o n s ,  O g u n t o l u 
Tirinisiyu, 55 and Kehinde 
Segun, 37, for stealing bags 
of  rice, demanding property 
with menace and stealing to 
the tune of  N743,000.

The Police Prosecutor, 
Inspector Temitope Fatoba 
told the court that the 
accused persons committed 
the offence on the 28th of  
November 2021 at about 
10:00pm at Sabo area, Ikire, 
Osun State.

He said the accused 
persons stole nine bags of  

r i c e ,  a  c a s h  s u m  o f  
N 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  a l s o 
demanded that the sum of  
N200,000 be transferred to a 
First Bank account number, 
3055380295.

He said the total value 
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  s t o l e n 
amounted to N743,000, 
belonging to one Edward 
Taiwo.

The offence committed 
i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  a n d 
punishable under Section 
390(9), 516 and 383 of  the 
Criminal Code Cap 34 Vol. 
II Laws of  Osun State of  
Nigeria, 2002.

The accused persons 

pleaded not guilty to the 
three-count charge.

The Defense Counsel, 
Olusegun Olatoye pleaded 
for bail of  the accused 
persons and urged the court 
to grant the bail on very 
liberal terms.

The Magistrate, O A 
D a r a m o l a ,  h o w e v e r , 
remanded the defendants in 
Ilesa Correctional Centre 
pending a  formal  bai l 
application.

The case was adjourned 
till February 1, 2022, for the 
hearing of  a formal bail 
application.

king loved by all and sundry.
“Hence, the rumour of  

unknown gunmen is hereby 
jettisoned as it is untrue, fake 
and should be seen as null 
and void,” he stated.

Imo Police spokesman, 
CSP Michael Abattam told 
newsmen that investigation 
was ongoing to unravel the 
cause of  the fire outbreak.

“We don't  know the 
cause of  the fire, we are still 
investigating,” he said.

the registration of  new 
alcoholic drinks in sachet 
and small volume PET and 
glass bottles above 30 
percent ABV (alcohol by 
volume) has been banned, 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
recommendation of  a high 
powered committee of  the 
Federal Ministry of  Health 
and NAFDAC on one 
hand, Federal Competition 
and Consumer Protection 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
s t r ingent  regu la t ions  
against alcohol abuse 
nationwide.

In a recent statement, 
the Director-General of  
NAFDAC, Prof. Mojisola 
Adeyeye, explained that 
the development was part 
of  the agency's decisive 
move to reduce availability 
and curb abuse of  alcohol 
in the country.

Adeyeye insisted  that 

Commission, FCCPC, and 
Industry represented by 
Association of  Food, 
Beverages and Tobacco 
E m p l oye r s  , A F B T E ,  

 25-year-old man 

Aidentified as Nasiru 
B a d a m a s i ,  h a s 

c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  b y 
hanging himself  on a tree at 
Tsadawa village in Taura 
local Government area of  
Jigawa State.

The District head of  
Tsadawa village, Alhaji 
muttaka Uba, confirmed the 
incident.

He said the incident 
happened Monday night on 
a farm near Zangon Maje 
village.

Uba said the victim, a 
m a r r i e d  m a n  w i t h  a 
daughter, decided to kill 

himself  for a reason best 
known to him.

S p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e 
J i g a w a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
command, ASP Lawan 
Shi isu Adam, said the 
i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  o n 
2 4 / 0 1 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
0230hrs at Tsadawa village 
Taura Local Government.

He said police received a 
report that a man who is 
suffering from mental illness 
was nowhere to be found 
since he left home.

Shiisu said later, the man 

he Fele Divisional TPolice in Ibadan, 
O yo  S t a t e,  h a s 

confirmed the arrest of  a 
23-year old man, Awoola 
To b i ,  w h o  a l l e g e d l y 
burgled and stole mobile 
phones and accessories to 
the tune of  about N2m 
around Choice Plaza, 
Challenge, Ibadan. 

T h e  s t a t e  P o l i c e 
Relations Officer, Adewale 
Osifeso, described Awoola 
as a “habitual burglar” in a 
statement. 

Osifeso noted that 
combined investigations 
and swift intelligence made 
it possible to track and 
arrest the alleged culprit. 

The police recovered 
1 6  I p h o n e s ,  a  w h i t e 
earpiece, one unbranded 
white-coloured airpods, a 

Sony Vio laptop, one Dell 
laptop, and a black shuttle 
bag.

Osifeso stressed that 
preliminary investigations 
and voluntary confessions 
m a d e  b y  t h e  s u s p e c t 
revealed that he broke into 
the mobile phone and 
accessories shop situated at 
Choice Plaza, Challenge, 
Ibadan. This time unaided 
with the intent of  stealing 
and re-selling the items.

He also noted that the 
p o l i c e  we r e  wo r k i n g 
assiduously to apprehend 
the  c r imina l  ne twork 
Awoola belonged to. He 
requested the cooperation 
and timely information of  
the public in order to 
restore peace and security 
in the state. 

was found hanging with his 
trousers on a tree at the 
outskirts of  Zangon Maje 
village.

He said on receiving the 
information, a team of  
policemen moved to the 
scene and his corpse was 
c o n v e y e d  t o  G e n e r a l 
Hospital Ringim where he 
was certified dead by a 
medical doctor.

He said no foul play was 
suspected and the case is still 
under investigation.

Distillers and Blenders 
Association of  Nigeria 
(DIBAN) in December, 
2018.

Adeyeye  sa id  the  
agency will ensure that 
validity of  renewal of  
a l r e a d y  r e g i s t e r e d  
alcoholic products in the 
affected category will not 
exceed year 2024.

“The Director-General 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
manufacturers of  low 
volume alcohol beverages 
(200ml) with satisfactory 
laboratory reports, which 
were already submitted to 
NAFDAC for registration 
before this decision, have 
b e e n  d i r e c t e d  t o  
reformulate their products 
to stipulated standards free 
of  charge,” the statement 
said.

She said DIBAN was 
also given a marching order 
to embark on intensive 
nation-wide sensitisation 
c a m p a i g n s  a g a i n s t  
underage consumption of  

alcohol by adolescents 
below the age of  18 years in 
the bid to stem the tide of  
alcohol abuse in the 
country.

She explained that the 
Producers of  Alcohol in 
Sachets and Small volume 
a g r e e d  t o  r e d u c e  
production by 50 percent 
with effect from January 
31st 2020 while ensuring 
t h e  p r o d u c t s  a r e  
completely phased out in 
the  countr y  by  31s t  
January, 2024.

“Even as we grapple 
with the containment of  
COVID-19 pandemic,  
NAFDAC is resolutely 
committed to the strict 
implementation of  the 
regulations and regulatory 
m e a s u r e s  t o w a r d s  
safeguarding the Health of  
Nigerians particularly the 
vulnerable youths against 
the dangers of  reckless 
consumption of  Alcohol, 
Prof. Adeyeye reiterated,” 
the statement also said.
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NAFDAC bans alcohol in sachets, glass bottles below 200ml

25-year-old man hangs himself
in Jigawa
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in Imo community

Police arrest suspected
burglar in Ibadan

Court remands two in custody for
stealing bags of rice, cash



he Chairman and TChief  Executive 
Officer of  Dangote 

Group, Aliko Dangote, has 
been named the richest 
man in Africa for the 11th 
year in a row by Forbes. 

According to Forbes in 
its latest report on the 
richest people in Africa, 
Dangote is worth an 
estimated $13.9 billion, 
which is up from $12.1 
billion last year after a 30% 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
spent N208.21bn 

on payment of  pension and 
gratuity arrears in seven 
months, a new Central 
Bank of  Nigeria report has 
revealed. 

The CBN's statistical 
record on the Federal 
Government's monthly 
finances showed that the 
amount was spent between 
January and July, 2021, 
amid rising fiscal deficits. 

The data showed that 
the Federal Government 
s p e n t  N 3 0 . 2 6 b n  a n d 
N30.25bn on pensions and 
gratuities in January and 
February, respectively. 

I t  a l s o  s a i d  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n t 
N29.54bn each month 
from March to July.

The statistics also 
revealed that the Federal 
Government recorded 
N1.15tn,  N394.53bn, 
N948.8bn and N664.5bn 
fiscal deficits in January, 
Febr uar y,  March and 
April. 

I t  added  tha t  the 
Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t 
recorded  N596.84bn, 
N 6 1 5 . 8 4 b n  a n d 
N637.77bn fiscal deficits in 
M ay,  J u n e  a n d  J u l y 
respectively. 

Recently, the National 
Pension Commission had 

s a i d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Gover nment  re leased 
N31.97bn for the payment 
of  accrued pension rights 
t o  2 0 2 1  r e t i r e e s  o f  
t r e a s u r y - f u n d e d 
Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies. 

The commission said 
this followed a recent 
release of  N16.67bn in 
December. 

It said, “The National 
Pension Commission is 
pleased to announce an 
addi t ional  re lease  of  
N31.97bn by the Federal 
G o ve r n m e n t  f o r  t h e 
p ay m e n t  o f  a c c r u e d 
pension rights to 2021 
re t i rees  o f  Treasur y -
f u n d e d  M i n i s t r i e s , 
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d 
Agencies.

“ T h i s  f o l l ow s  a n 
earlier release of  the sum 
of  N16.67bn, thus bringing 
the total amount released 
for payment of  the 2021 
accrued pension rights to 
N48.64bn. The Federal 
Government had earlier 
se t t led  a l l  ar rears  o f  
accrued pension rights 
payments to the verified 
and enrolled retirees up to 
December 2020.” 

The accrued pension 
r i g h t s  r e p r e s e n t  a n 
employee's benefits for the 
past years of  service up to 
Ju n e  2 0 0 4  w h e n  t h e 

Pension Reform Act that 
birthed the Contributory 
Pension Scheme came into 
e f f e c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
PenCom. 

During a visit by the 
Senate Committee on 
Establishment & Public 
Services to PenCom in 
2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  p e n s i o n 
regulator highlighted some 
of  the major challenges 
facing commission and 
sought the support of  the 
lawmakers. 

PenCom decried the 
large number of  Federal 
Government employees 
retiring from service under 
the Contributory Pension 
Scheme and experiencing 
delays in getting their 
pensions due to non-
payment of  their accrued 
pension rights. 

“ T h i s  c h a l l e n g e, 
which started in 2014, was 
essentially triggered by the 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
insufficient amounts for 
p ay m e n t  o f  a c c r u e d 
pension rights of  FGN 
r e t i r e e s  a n d  f u r t h e r 
aggravated by late or non-
release of  full appropriated 
amounts,” PenCom stated.

PenCom urged the 
National Assembly to 
intervene in the matter of  
payment of  outstanding 
pension liabilities of  the 
Federal Government. 

had a market capitalization 
of  nearly $2.8 billion. BUA 
Cement, in which he and 
his son have a 96% stake, 

ore  than  four Mmillion Micro, 
S m a l l  a n d 

Medium Enterprises have 
benefitted from various 
schemes of  the Federal 
Government, amounting 
N150 billion, targeted at 
uplifting the sub-sector in the 
country.

Mr. Laolu Akande, 
Senior Special Assistant to 
the Vice President on Media 
and Publicity, in a statement, 
sa id  beyond provid ing 
interest-free microcredit 
loans to petty traders, the 
various social intervention 
schemes of  the Buhari 
administration have made 
significant impact in the lives 
of  millions of  ordinary 
Nigerians.

He quoted Professor 
Osinbajo, as saying: “This is 
a shining case study of  what 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari strongly believes: that 
N i g e r i a n s  w i l l  s o l v e 
Nigeria's problems. This is 
an example of  what we can 
achieve when we unleash the 
b e s t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  – 
especially our young – on the 
toughest of  our challenges, 
and give them the free-hand 
t o  d e l i v e r  r e s u l t s . ”
Osinbajo spoke at the launch 
of  a  Bank of  Industr y 
Business Growth Platform, 
yesterday.

T h e  B O I  G r o w t h 
P l a t f o r m  i n c l u d e s 
interventions schemes such 
a s  t h e  r e n o w n e d 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
( G E E P )  l o a n s 
(MarketMoni, FarmerMoni 
and TraderMoni) – regarded 
as Africa's largest fully-
d i g i t i z e d  m i c r o - c r e d i t 
scheme, the MSME Survival 
Fund under the Economic 
Sustanaibility Plan (ESP), 

t h e  N o r t h - E a s t 
Rehabilitation Fund, the 
recently launched World 
Bank $750mil l ion NG-
CARES programme, and 
state-based interventions, 
among others.

H e  s a i d :  “ T h i s 
demographic was far too 
important to ignore. We had 
to start solving for them, 
especially having been left 
far behind historically,” a 
reason he noted led to the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
i n t e r ve n t i o n  s c h e m e s 
through the BOI's Growth 
Platform for MSMEs.

“What might also not be 
obvious is the sheer scale of  
i m p a c t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n 
a c h i e v e d  w i t h  t h e s e 
programmes, as over four 
million Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises have 
been direct beneficiaries of  
t h e  o v e r  N 1 5 0 b i l l i o n 
deployed in the past five 
years.

“57 percent of  these 
MSMEs are  owned  by 
Nigerians below 35 years of  
age, and close to 60 percent 
of  the beneficiaries are 
women. What is even less 
glaring is that the team of  
Niger ian  profess ionals 
behind this work is largely 
young, with an average age 
of  28 years old.”

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
transparency and impact of  
these microcredit schemes, 
particularly the Government 
E n t e r p r i s e  a n d 
Empowerment Programme 
( G E E P  l o a n s  – 
MarketMoni, FarmerMoni 
and TraderMoni) under the 
SIPs, Prof. Osinbajo recalled 
his interaction in 2018 with a 
petty trader, Jafar Abubakar, 
one of  the Tradermoni 
beneficiaries at Abubakar 

Gumi Market in Kaduna 
when he visited to launch the 
scheme in the State.

He narrated: “Jafar 
Abubakar, who trades in 
ginger and garlic was one of  
5,000 or so traders who had 
just received N10,000 to 
advance his business in that 
market. What struck me was 
what he said about how he 
was selected to get the credit.

“He said 'I just applied. I 
didn't know anybody. They 
came here and captured my 
data last week and I got the 
alert yesterday.'”

The VP added that Jafar 
then “showed me the alert on 
his phone. Stories like Jafar's 
have become all too familiar 
to me over these years. It is a 
consistent tune I hear as I 
e n g a g e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  o u r 
intervention programmes.”

Indeed, the TraderMoni 
scheme, which provides 
N10,000 interest-free & 
collateral free loans to petty 
traders, mostly with an 
inventor y  of  less  than 
N5,000, had made huge 
positive impact nationwide. 
This includes enhancing the 
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  o f  
beneficiaries, improving 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d 
contributing to the informal 
economy.

“This is perhaps for me 
one of  the most satisfying 
things about the way our 
social intervention schemes 
are deployed. That there is a 
platform that can process 
applications from potential 
beneficiaries, pay out credits 
or other benefits, maintain 
auditable records seamlessly. 
I t  i s  those  people  and 
infrastructure that make this 
h a p p e n  t h a t  w e  a r e 
celebrating today,” Prof. 
Osinbajo noted.

increase in the stock price 
of  his most valuable asset, 
Dangote Cement. 

F o r b e s  a n a l y s t s  
a t t r i bu ted  Dangote ' s  
retention of  the top spot to 
the “surge in housing 
developments in Nigeria 
and growth in government 
infrastructure spending 
drove higher demand in the 
first nine months of  2021.” 

A l s o ,  N i g e r i a n  
bus iness  tycoon and 

founder of  the BUA Group, 
Abdulsamad Rabiu, came 
in fifth with around $7 
billion in net worth.

The Forbes repor t 
stated that Rabiu became 
$1.5 billion richer after 
listing his sugar and food 
firm BUA Foods on the 
Nigerian Exchange Limited 
in early January 2022.

“ H e  a n d  h i s  s o n  
retained a 96% stake in the 
company, which recently 

listed in January 2020,” 
Forbes stated. 

Meanwhile, Founder 
and CEO of  Globacom, 

Mike Adenuga, comes in a 
close sixth after Rabiu with 
an estimated net worth of  
$6.7 billion. 
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Dangote, Rabiu, Adenuga make Forbes' Africa richest people list

4m MSMEs benefit from FG's
N150bn funding — Osinbajo

Federal workers' pensions, gratuities
gulp N208bn in seven months – Report
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When biometric capturing 
of Imo commercial vehicles  
becomes pertinent 

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state 
commercial transport 
system is wearing a new 

look under the administration 
of  the Imo state governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodinma 
with the introduction of  data 
capturing of  commercial 
drivers and their vehicles.

Before now, there has 
been incessant kidnapping 
and insecurity trailing the 
activities of  motorists in the 
state. There have been issues 
of  commercial vehicles being 
used to perpetrate all kinds of  
crimes against Imo citizens 
and beyond. Until recently 
the government of  Senator 
Hope Uzodinma decided to 
bridge the gap by introducing 
biometric capture and 
painting of  vehicles.

It would be recalled that 
the past administration of  
Senator Okorocha introduced 
a particular colour code for 
commercial vehicles in the 
state.

 This move was met with 
opposing views as it was 

gathered that the former 
governor bought the vehicles 
under the Taxi/bus Imo and 
distributed to drivers with 
then colour code introduced 
by the former governor.

The commercial drivers 
argued that the colour code of  
the vehicles contradicted with 
the lawful colour as enshrined 
in the state’s law. After much 
deliberations, most of  the 
drivers complied because 
the government of  the day 
set up a task force to ensure 
the implementation of  the 
directives. During the period, 
most drivers whose vehicles 
were not painted had their 
vehicles impounded.

On the other hand, the 
prices of  branding and 
painting were exorbitant and it 
was mandatory to paint at the 
designated places designated 
by the government. In other 
words, the drivers were not 
permitted to paint their 
vehicles in any other place 
outside the one designated by 
the government.

Currently, News Echo 
observed that the introduction 

of  the new colour code and 
biometric capturing  of  the 
vehicles did not meet with 
serious hitches as virtually all 
the drivers accepted the new 
colour code and complied with 
the directives of  rebranding.

The new system entails that 
the data of  drivers are captured 
and routes and fleet numbers 
assigned to them. In other 
words, in case of  eventualities 
or crimes committed with a 
captured vehicle, it can easily 
be traced and the owner of  the 
vehicles apprehended.

The data capturing 
also makes a provision for 
commercial drivers to present 
their driving license at the 
process of  capturing thereby 
eliminating the issue of  
drivers operating without a 
valid drivers’ license.

When our reporter visited 
the office of  the Imo state 
biometrics capture and 
painting, the chairman, Elder 
Anaelechi Ukanwune aka 
Obowo disclosed that the new 
system has witnessed a high 
level of  compliance by the 
commercial drivers in the state.

He however stated that 
some commercial drivers 
especially those under the 
school shuttle buses who are 
meant to transport students 
in the high institution have 
absconded from the painting as 
they opined that they are buses 
meant for students hence, 
it should not be mandatory 
for them to rebrand their 
vehicles. On the other hand, 
Obowo disclosed that some 
commercial drivers in a bid to 
abscond painting now register 
under the student shuttle 
buses but still operate inside 
the cities leaving the supposed 
routes they ought to ply.

Obowo stated 
unequivocally that those 
drivers who default or hide 
under the umbrella of  student 
franchise should not hesitate 
to follow the government 
directives of  data capturing 
and painting or face the full 
wrath of  the law.

The IBTC boss also 
disclosed that there has been 
instances of  drivers operating 
with the same fleet numbers, 
implying they were dully 

captured but illegally obtained 
numbers that conflicts 
with other vehicles. These 
individuals have since been 
dealt with by the security 
operatives.

The administration of  
Senator Hope Uzodinma 
according to Obowo has 
changed the transport system 
in the state, especially stressing 
that the implementation of  the 
state colour code of  blue and 
white for the commercial vehicle 
is a giant stride. He equally 
expressed delight over the 
working relationship existing 
between the governor and the 
commercial drivers in the state. 

According to him, the traffic 
lights and the constructions 
of  some roads have eased 
the flow of  traffic in the state 
and therefore enjoined the 
commercial drivers to support 
the 3R  government to make 
the state transport system the 
best in the country. He urged 
those who are yet to paint 
and capture their vehicles to 
do so without delay, insisting 
that the law will catch up with 
defaulters in no time.

Uzodimma
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SPORTS
ince the 2021-22 

SPremier  League 
season commenced 

on August 13, 2021, eight 
clubs have sacked their 
managers.

Watford sacked two 
managers within the space 
of  three months in what 
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e 
management running out 
of  pat ience  over  the 
inability of  the managers 
to deliver in the season 
whose final match round 
will take place on May 22, 
2022.

Manchester City are 
the defending champions, 
having won their fifth 
Premier  League t i t le 
d u r i n g  t h e  p r ev i o u s 
season.

The current season 
saw the return of  full 
attendance after the final 
third of  the 2019–20 and 
t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e 
2020–21 seasons were 
held with limited or no 
attendance due to the 
restrictions caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Here are the eight 
Premier League managers 

ario Balotelli Mh a s  b e e n 
recalled by Italy 

coach Roberto Mancini 
more than three years after 
he last played for the 
Azzurri for a training 
camp ahead  o f  2022 
World Cup qualifying 
p lay-of f s,  the  I ta l ian 
Fo o t b a l l  Fe d e r a t i o n 
(FIGC) has announced.

T h e  3 1 - y e a r - o l d 

Ba lo te l l i  was  one  o f  
several surprise call ups 
including Brazil-born Joao 
Pedro, now an Italian 
citizen, who was recently 
cleared to play for Italy.

Mancini intends to 
take advantage of  the 
three-day camp at the 
national training centre at 
C o v e r c i a n o ,  n e a r 
Florence, ahead of  tricky 
play-offs in late-March 
against North Macedonia 
and, in the case of  victory, 
either Portugal or Turkey.

Balotelli, who made 
t h e  l a s t  o f  h i s  3 6 
international appearances 
in September 2018 and has 
scored 14 goals for Italy, 
now plays for newly-
promoted Turkish side 
Adana Demirspor.

B a l o t e l l i  s c o r e d 
regularly for Nice for two 
seasons in France prior to a 
short spell with Marseille 
before moving swiftly on 
to Brescia back in Italy and 
then Monza in Italy's Serie 
B.

He previously played 
for both Milan clubs, 
winning three league titles 
with Inter, but disciplinary 
problems have dogged 

much of  his career — 
though he starred for Italy 
in Euro 2012 — that 
season he also won the 
Premier League with City.

Cagliari striker Pedro, 
another former Brazilian, 
Laz io  de fender  Lu iz 
Felipe, 24, who has also 
gained Italian nationality, 
have also been called up.

Brazil-born Atalanta 
defender Rafael Toloi 
made his Italy debut last 
year and was part of  the 
Euro 2020-winning squad.

F i v e  n e w c o m e r s 
include goalkeeper Marco 
Carnesecchi (Cremonese), 
defender Giorgio Scalvini 
(Atalanta) and midfielders 
D a v i d e  F r a t t e s i 
(Sassuolo), Nicolo Fagioli 
(Cremonese) and Samuele 
Ricci (Empoli).

In addition to those 
absent due to injury — 
F e d e r i c o  C h i e s a , 
Leonardo Spinazzola, 
Gianluigi Donnarumma, 
L e o n a r d o  B o n u c c i , 
Andrea Belotti — other 
regulars were not called 
up, such as Paris Saint-
G e r m a i n  m i d f i e l d e r 
M a r c o  Ve r r a t t i  a n d 
Chelsea's Jorginho.

sacked in 2021-22:
Xisco Munoz
Watford sacked Xisco 

Munoz, the first manager 
of  the campaign to lose his 
j o b  i n  E n g l a n d ,  o n 
October 3, 2021. He was 
succeeded by Claudio 
Ranieri.

Munoz led the club to 
p r o m o t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
Championship in 2020-
21. He was dismissed just 
seven games into the new 
campaign with the club 
sitting in 15th position.

Steve Bruce
S t e ve  B r u c e  w a s 

s h o w n  t h e  e x i t  b y 
Newcastle on October 20, 
2021.

The second manager 
to be sacked in the Premier 
L e a g u e  c a m e  a s  n o 
surprise to anyone. His 
dismissal followed their 
Saudi-led takeover on 
October 20.

Bruce spent two years 
as Newcastle boss but the 
new owners, the richest in 
wor ld  footbal l ,  were 
naturally looking for a 
m o r e  h i g h - p r o f i l e 
manager.

Nuno Espirito Santo
Tottenham confirmed 

Nuno Espirito Santo's 
dismissal on November 1, 
2021.

Nuno was the third 
Premier League boss to be 
fired, lasting just 10 games 
as Tottenham boss before 
being shown the door.

The Portuguese had 
left Wolves at the end of  
last season before joining 
S p u r s,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o 
impress at Spurs and was 
given his marching orders 
with the Lilywhites eighth 
in the league at the time. 
He was replaced by Conte.

Daniel Farke
Daniel  Farke was 

sacked by Norwich City 
on November 6, 2021. 
Oddly enough, Farke's 
dismissal came right after 
the club's first Premier 
League win of  the season, 
when Farke's side beat 
Brentford 2-1.

Dean Smith
Aston Villa dismissed 

Dean Smith on November 
7, 2021, exactly a day after 
Farke's sack. Smith was 
sent packing after a poor 

start to the season but was 
a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e ly 
appoin ted  as  Danie l 
Farke's replacement at 
Norwich.

O l e  G u n n a r 
Solskjaer

Manchester United 
re l ieved Ole  Gunnar 
Solskjaer of  his duty on 
November 21, 2021.

Solskjaer departed 
immediately after the 
N o v e m b e r  t r a n s f e r 
window closed following 
a stunning 4-1 loss against 
Watford.

The Norwegian had 
spent much of  his near 
three years in charge 
doing just enough to 
dodge the sack only for his 
luck to run out after a run 

of  five Premier League 
defeats in seven games.

S o l s k j a e r  i s 
undoubtedly the most 
high-profile to go with the 
Norwegian having been 
replaced, in the interim at 
least by Ralf  Rangnick.

Rafa Benitez
Everton fired Rafa 

Benitez just sixteen days 
into 2022.

The first manager of  
2022 to be sacked in the 
Premier  League  was 
shown the way out after 
g o i n g  f o u r  m o n t h s 
without a league win.

Claudio Ranieri
Wa t f o r d  s a c k e d 

C l a u d i o  R a n i e r i  o n 
Monday Januar y 24, 
2022. He's the second 

manager to be sacked by 
the club in the season, just 
three months after the 
d i s m i s s a l  o f  h i s 
predecessor, Munoz.

R a n i e r i  f o l l owe d 
Benitez only eight days 
l a t e r ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r 
watching his Watford side 
h a m m e r e d  3 - 0  b y 
Norwich.

The latest manager to 
be dismissed is a veteran 
Italian coach famous for 
leading Leicester to the 
Premier League title in 
2015-16.

Watford became the 
first Premier League team 
to sack two managers this 
season,  with Ranier i 
j e t t i s o n e d  a f t e r  a 
miserab le  3 -0  de fea t 
against Norwich, which 
leaves the Hornets deep in 
relegation trouble.
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he l sea  t rans fe r 

Cc h i e f ,  M a r i n a 
Granovskaia, is 

close to signing £50m rated 
star, Jules Kounde for the 

ottenham Hotspur Tt a r g e t ,  F r a n c k 
Kessie, reportedly 

intends to remain at AC 
Milan for the remainder of  
the season.

With less  than six 
months remaining on his 
contract, the Ivory Coast 
in te r na t iona l  i s  in  a 
position where he can 
negotiate a future transfer 
with foreign clubs.

Spurs have been alleged 
t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e 
frontrunners for a number 
of  weeks, Antonio Conte 
preferably wanting to get a 
deal  over  the  l ine  in 

ottenham Hotspur Ta r e  r e p o r t e d l y 
contemplating an 

approach for Fiorentina 
midfielder Sofyan Amrabat 
before the end of  the month.

If  reports are to be 
believed, Spurs are closing 
i n  o n  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
winger Adama Traore, who 
Antonio Conte seemingly 
wants to use as a wing-back.

T h e  S p a i n 
international's versatility 
means that he could cover a 
number of  positions, but 
Conte also remains keen on 
finding a fresh face for the 
middle of  the pitch.

uventus have agreed a 

J£ 6 2 . 8 m  f e e  w i t h 
Fiorentina for striker 

Dusan Vlahovic, according 
to Sky in Italy.

J u v e n t u s  a n d 
Fiorentina had been in 
negotiations for some time 
over a fee for Vlahovic and 
have finally agreed a price.

Fiorentina want to sell 
the 21-year-old Serbia 
international, who is keen 
to make the move to Turin, 

this month to maximise 
their profit, as he has just 
18 months remaining on 
his contract.

A r s e n a l  a n d 
Tottenham were admirers 
of  Vlahovic but  were 
unable to meet Fiorentina's 
asking price.

Fiorentina are now 
targeting Basel's Arthur 
Cabral as a replacement for 
Vlahovic.

Fiorentina's sporting 

director, Daniele Prade, 
told Sportitalia: “It's an 
important valuation, over 
€70m as a lump sum with 
no swap deals and no 
payment structures. The 
p r e s i d e n t  [ R o c c o 
Commisso] has imposed it 
on us.

“All of  our doors are 
open in this situation, 
b e c a u s e  w e  n e e d  t o 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e 
players and his agents 

really want to do.
“We received some 

important offers for him. 
Offers that were very 
substantial but we never 
got any feedback from his 
agents. On our side, there 
has always been great 
transparency. I refer to 
w h a t  J o e  B a r o n e 
[ F i o r e n t i n a ' s  c h i e f  
executive] said, all our 
doors are open.

“We're ready to sit 
down at a table and talk. 
W e  m a d e  v a r i o u s 
important offers for a 
contract extension, and we 
also have had a few offers 
to sell him in a strong way.

“ I ' m  s a y i n g  t h i s 

because our club makes 
€75m a year and we can't 
afford to lose a valuable 
asset for free.

“They were all valid 
and satisfactory offers, 
with payment methods 
that suited us. We couldn't 
go ahead with the deal 
because there was never 
any  contac t  wi th  the 
player's agents.”

V l a h ov i c  c a m e  t o 
prominence last season 
when he scored 21 goals in 
4 0  a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
F i o r e n t i n a ,  a n d  h a s 
continued his impressive 
form with 20 goals in 24 
games in all competitions 
this campaign.

According to reports, 
Spurs have enquired about 
the availability of  Morocco 
international Amrabat.

Despite having made a 
positive impression in Serie 
A since August 2019, the 
2 5 - ye a r - o l d  h a s  b e e n 
restricted to just one start 
and 10 substitute outings 
this season.

Spurs seemingly hope 

that Amrabat's lack of  game 

time will provide them with 

an opportunity to negotiate 

a cut-price deal for the 

player, potentially on loan 

with the option to buy.

January.
However, according to 

Calciomercato, the 25-
year-old wants to see out 
the season at San Siro, 
helping Milan try to end 
their wait for a Serie A title.

The report suggests 
that the two clubs had been 
able to agree a cut-price fee 
before Kessie opted to 
reject the advances of  the 
Premier League side.

Kessie has scored five 
times from 16 league 
appearances this season 
for Milan, who sit four 
points adrift of  leaders 
Inter Milan.

Premier League giants.
Kounde, who currently 

plays for Sevilla, wanted to 
move to  Chelsea las t 
summer, with the Blues 

keen to do a deal for the 23-
year-old.

C h e l s e a  i n i t i a l l y 
believed they had reached 
a n  a g r e e m e n t  o v e r 

Kounde's fee, only for 
Sevilla to raise their asking 
price by £12.8million to 
£68.5m, a figure which the 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
holders refused to match.

However, according to 
Tu t t o  M e r c a t o  We b, 
Granovskaia is already 
leading an attempt to close 
a deal for the summer.

W i t h  a d d - o n s 
inc luded,  the  fee  for 
Ko u n d e  c o u l d  r e a c h 
£50million.

The report added that a 
deal between Chelsea and 
Kounde' seems close', and 
Granovskaia could finally 
put an end to last summer's 
frustration where they 
narrowly missed out on the 
France international.

anchester United Mhave reportedly 
s p o k e n  t o 

Boubacar Kamara's agent 
over a potential move for the 
Marseille midfielder before 
the end of  the January 
transfer window.

T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d ' s 
contract with the Ligue 1 
outfit is due to expire at the 
end of  June, and he is 
widely expected to seek new 
pastures this year, either 
leaving in a cut-price deal 
this month or on a free in the 
summer.

Man United continue 
to be strongly linked with 
t h e  F r e n c h m a n ,  a n d 
Anthony Martial's move to 
Sevilla could open the door 
for the Red Devils to make a 
signing before the end of  the 
month.

According to reports, 

t h e  2 0 - t i m e  E n g l i s h 
champions have spoken to 
Kamara's agent about the 
possibility of  signing him 
over the next week.

The report claims that 
Marseille want £10m for the 
midfielder this month, and 
Aston Villa and Leeds 
United are also said to be 
keen to bring him to the 
Premier League.

Kamara has again been 
an important player for his 
French club during the 
2021-22 campaign, making 
24  appearances  in  a l l 
competitions, contributing 
one goal in the process.
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Chelsea close to signing £50m rated Kounde

AC Milan midfielder, Kessie rejects
Tottenham move 
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Man Utd in touch with Kamara's
agent over £10m deal

Juventus agree £62.8m fee for Dusan Vlahovic
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The fresh news people

I
 may not be able to 
condense a convenient 
soundbite of  what the 

politicians do in this piece 
of  write-up.

The unfortunate aspect 
of  what is to come is that 
politicians think that the 
e lec torate  don ' t  have 
memory, that they are 
naturally thrown to state of  
amnesia.

If  four years is enough 
to assume that one will 
forget  bad leadership 
thrown to one, it lies 
within, and not without 
the thinker the absurdity of  
thought.

To  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e 
constituents will easily 
forget how the politicians 
have denied them basic 
amenities of  l i fe wil l 
amount to stupidity which 
the citizens are not. 

T h e  c i t i z e n s  a r e 
n e i t h e r  s t u p i d  n o r 
ignorant,  because the 
citizens know that the 
combination of  the two 
will lead to a stupefied 
society. 

Before 2019 election, a 
politician could come to 
your house to visit you, 
dine and wine with you. 
He called you to feign how 
you are doing, even when 
they know that the citizens 
know what they are doing. 

This is what is called 
'suspension of  disbelief' in 
literature. Sometimes, the 
Rabbi Ben Ezra Dramatis 
Personae plays out in this 
d r a m a  b e t w e e n  t h e 
p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e 
electorate. You know what 
I mean?

Shortly after that 2019 
election, the politicians 
a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e 
electorates are buffoons 
devoid of  keeping tab with 
memory. The same man 
who called you to seek 
your votes by feigning care 
and love, drops the phone 
number, sometimes, their 
personal assistant becomes 
the holder of  the phone. 
You know any number that 
the personal assistant 
picks, is no serious number.

Today, the electorate 

have become so savvy, 
intelligent and keepers of  
history so much so that 
they will not allow the ugly 
history of  poli t icians 
coming to seek for their 

votes, pretending to 
care, love and provide 
heaven on earth in this 
2023, they have become 
aware!!!

Call a politician 
now, especially those 
w h o  a r e  n u r s i n g 
political ambitions, he 
or she will take your 
calls even call back if  
necessary. From now, 
empowerment will be 
heard from all nooks 
a n d  c r a n n i e s .  T h e 
politicians have started 
coming back home, the 
blaring of  sirens is 

gradually dying down 
because no one gets a vote 
sitting on the horse.

Hmmm, if  citizens 
understand that election 

t i m e 
i s 

th
e 
o
n

l y 
t i m

e t h e y 
have to correct some 
democratic anomalies, 
they will begin to have 
voting plans, create peer 
pressure groups to share 
the voting plans with, the 
l ack  o f  s imp ly  bas i c 
amenities that the elected 
r e p r e s e n t a t ive s  c a n ' t 
provide will come to an 
end.

The voting plans will 
enable the citizens know 
who and where to vote. 
They will no longer be 
swayed nor tossed about by 
the wind of  filthy lucre and 
of  course one without solid 
foundation of  provision of  
dividend of  democracy to 
the constituents will lose 
election. 

W h a t  c a n n o t  b e 
provided in four years, 
certainly will not come out 
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

campaign. I 
a m  a 
proponent 
of  charter 
of  demands 
with which 
to  engage 
the elected 
representati
v e s  f o r 
developme
n t  o f  t h e 
communiti
e s  w h i c h 
w i l l 
t r anscend 
to societal 
growth.

2023: Politicians have started
picking constituents' calls

Before 2019 election, a politician 
could come to your house to visit you, 
dine and wine with you. He called you 
to feign how you are doing, even when 
they know that the citizens know what 
they are doing. This is what is called 
'suspension of disbelief' in literature. 

Sometimes, the Rabbi Ben Ezra 
Dramatis Personae plays out in this 

drama between the politicians and the 
electorate. You know what I mean? 

Hmmm, if citizens understand 
that election time is the only time 

they have to correct some democratic 
anomalies, they will begin to have 
voting plans, create peer pressure 

groups to share the voting plans with, 
the lack of simply basic amenities that 

the elected representatives can't 
provide will come to an end.

Hoodlums raze monarch's
palace in Imo community

Federal workers' pensions,
gratuities gulp N208bn in seven
months – Report


