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T
he Interim Manage-
ment Chairman of  
Owerri North local 

Government Area, Engr. 
Lams Ibe has cautioned 
workers of  the local gov-
ernment against absenting 
themselves from work.

He gave the hint when 
he had the first meeting of  
the year with the staff  and 
management of  the local 
government. He equal-
ly warned the staff  of  the 
LGA to shun absenteeism 
and lateness to work.

He disclosed that the gov-
ernment under his watch 
will no longer condone 
such lackadaisical attitude 
to work. He also frowned at 
the system of  coming late to 
work and living early, stat-

Owerri North IMC chairman cautions 
workers against absenteeism 

ing that he will take drastic 
measures to ensure that this 
negative trend stops abrupt-
ly, stressing that defaulters 
will be punished accord-
ingly. . He posited that the 
Governor has always kept 
to his promise of  prompt 
payment of  salary, especial-
ly appreciating his for the 
thirteenth month’s salary 
paid to Imo workers last 
December.

In response some of  the 
staff  said that why some of  
them are absent from duty 
is because they have no of-
fice accommodation.

The IMC Chairman 
promised to seek for a way 
to solve the pending prob-
lem.

Responding on behalf  of  

the staff, the director of  ad-
ministrator and general ser-
vices, Barr Emeka Obuah 
used the opportunity to 
thank the LGA chairman 
and the executive governor 
of  Imo state for deeming it 
necessary to pay them their 
salaries and even paying 
them the thirteenth months. 
He promised on behalf  of  
the staff  to reciprocate the 
kind gesture of  his excel-
lency by coming to work re-
gurlary and on time too and 
promised that the staff  will 
turn a new leaf.

The Interim management 
chairman further direct-
ed the management and 
the staff  to ensure that the 
workers sign their names 
in the attendance register, 

noting that it will be dully 
checked by him.

In the course of  the meet-
ing, the chairman asked the 
workers whether all of  them 
have received the December 
salary and the thirteenth 
months which the gover-
nor paid them. Almost all 
the staff  except few who 
said they have not received 
theirs.

The IMC chairman 
promised to ensure that 
they are paid and used the 
opportunity to thank the 
governor, Hope Uzodimma 
for paying the workers the 
thirteenth months salary 
and promised the workers 
that the regular payment 
of  salary will continue and 
never stop again

Ihedioha supports Orji as
governorship candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

P
olitical stakehold-
ers from Ohuhu clan 
in Umuahia North 

LGA, Abia State have an-
nounced their support for 
the Speaker of   Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Chinedum Orji, should he 
declare for Abia 2023 gover-
norship race.

The group during their 
meeting stated that the 
Speaker has emerged their 
right choice for the 2023 
game, if  he enters the field.

The decision was taken 
at the home of  Hon. Eme-
ka Ihedioha of   Umuagun-
gulori  Ohuhu, Umuahia 
North during a stakeholders’ 
meeting held on Friday.

The convener of  the meet-
ing,  Hon. Ihedioha stated 

that “in an event the speak-
er and our brother, Hon. 
Chinedum Orji decides to 
run for Abia governorship, I 
want to plead with our peo-
ple to support him.”

“He has the capacity, sa-
gacity, finances, reach, matu-
rity and carriage to birth the 
Abia of  our dreams”.

“The House of  Represent-
atives seat is also coming to 
Ohuhu, I also want all of  us 
here to support whoever Ndi 
Ohuhu projects as their can-
didate”.

Adding their voice to the 
call on the Speaker to run, 
some notable stakeholders 
from the clan who spoke  in 
support included the mem-
ber representing Umuahia 
North state constituency, 
Hon. Kelech Onuzuruike 
and a  former member rep-
resenting Umuahia North 

Over 300 hundred elderly 
benefit from free medicals in
Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
o fewer than three 
hundred elderly 
men and women 

during the weekend bene-
fited from a community ser-
vice oriented group under 
the aegies of  Topical Gate 
Foundation and Sustainable 
Development in collabora-
tion with Salvation Army 
Corps, in Aguata, Anambra 
state.

The medical outreach was 
aimed at assisting those who 
could not afford the exorbi-
tant hospital bills, undergo 
free diagnosis, treatment 
and care of  various ailment 
ranging from prostate, hy-
pertension, blood sugar lev-
el, malaria, typhoid, diabe-
tes, and HIV, among others.

Chief  executive Officer, 
Tropical Gate foundation 
in his speech stated that the 
living conditions of  the ru-
ral populace in Aguata is 
of  great concern which has 
neccesited the need to offer 
free medical services to the 
downtrodden. 

The resident doctor, Edi-
son Okonkwo, explained the 
outreach as being different 
from the past ones because 
“we are no just working 
based on clinical diagnosis 
but it included conducting 
test on patients by the lab 
scientist. We are undergoing 
malaria test, HIV, sugar and 
blood level, most important-
ly for prostate and other mi-

Nigerian Armed Forces to partner 
NPHCDA on health care delivery 

nor ailments. This is good 
and I must commend the or -
ganisers of  this outreach”.

Dr. Edison equally urged 
those yet to benefit to come 
out and participate as most 
people have one hidden 
sickness or the other and 
only through proper diagno-
sis can it be treated than pat -
ronising local chemists who 
are not professionals.

The pastor in charge of  
Salvation Army, Lt Henry 
Igbobuihe explained that 
the outreach was a way of  
reaching to the unreached 
especially those who cannot 
afford the medical expens-
es. “This is an opportunity 
for the needy to access free 
health care. The last medi-
cal outreach had no fewer 
than thirty people who went 
through successful surgeries 
without paying a dime.

Contributing, head of  
strategic planning for the 
outreach programme, Mr. 
Obiora Agbaseire said the 
theme of  the outreach was 
taken from Jeremiah chap-
ter 8 vs 22 where God was 
asking his people, is there 
no physician in the land. 
He noted that the essence of  
the programme wss to occu-
py that position in the land 
whereby “we provide med-
ical assistance to the people 
especially the less privileged 
and fuflfil the promise. The 
three days encounter was 
a time for healing, and tes-
timony to the goodness of  
God”.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Chief  of  Defence 
Staff  (CDS), Gener-
al Lucky Irabor, has 

expressed the readiness of  
the Armed Forces of  Nige-
ria (AFN) in sustaining the 
collaborative healthcare ar-
rangement  with the National 
Health Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA).  This, 
he said is in order to further 
improve healthcare services 
for members of  the AFN and 
the nation in general.

Acting Director Defence 
Information, Air Commo-
dore Wap Maigida while dis-

closing this during the visit to 
the management Staff  of  the 
agency, added that the AFN 
would continue the partner-
ship given its commitment to 
ensuring good healthcare sys-
tem for personnel and their 
families.

He commended NPHCDA 
for championing the eradica-
tion of  polio virus and other 
childhood diseases in the 
country.

The NPHCDA Executive 
Director/Chief  Executive 
Officer, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, 
said he was at the Defence 
Headquarters to solicit the 
support of  the military to-

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

M
inister of  Avi-
ation, Senator 
Hadi Sirika has 

described the Ebonyi State 
airport project as a worth-
while one that will definite-
ly open up the state to both 
domestic and international 
investments.

Senator Sirika who made 
the assertion while receiv-
ing the governor in his 
office in Abuja described 
Governor Umahi’s decision 
to build the airport as one 
of  courage and foresight, 
believing that the airport is 
guaranteed to expose the 
state’s agricultural poten-
tials to the international 
market.

A statement by the Di-
rector, Public Affairs of  
the Ministry of  Aviation , 
James Odaudu, quoted the 
Minister as telling Gov-
ernor Umahi that the ad-
ministration of  president 
Muhammadu Buhari has, 
since inception, embarked 
on creating an enabling en-

vironment for the expansion 
of  the aviation industry in 
Nigeria which has been sev-
erally acknowledged by the 
global aviation community.

The Minister also gave the 
assurance that the Ministry 
of  Aviation will do what-
ever is required to bring the 
project to fruition, consid-
ering the prospects for busi-
ness growth and employ-
ment generation.

Earlier, Governor Uma-
hi had briefed the Minis-
ter on the progress of  the 
airport project and said he 
remained committed to its 
successful completion, con-
sidering the expected ben-
efits to the people of  the 
state.

He expressed the appre-
ciation of  the state to the 
Federal Government, espe-
cially the Aviation Minister, 
for the encouragement and 
support in seeing the project 
to its present stage, assuring 
Senator Sirika that the air-
port,  when completed, will 
meet all industry require-
ments.

wards ensuring that children 
in the various areas affected 
by insecurity are vaccinated 
against any form of  disease, 
especially the circulating Mu-
tating Polio Virus. 

The Executive Director in-
dicated that the NPHCDA 
and its partners are working 
to reach security compro-
mised locations in the coun-
try so as to halt the scourge. 

He applauded the CDS for 
his pragmatic leadership and  
commended the resilience 
and gallantry of  the mem-
bers of  the AFN, particularly 
troops in the theatres of  oper-
ation.

State constituency, Hon. 
Emeka Ejiogu.

Others were ex-  Chairman 
of   Umuahia North LGA, 
Hon. Chidiebere Nwachuk-
wu, The Deputy Chairman 
Umuahia North Local Gov-
ernment, Chief  Apostle Bob 
Agbugba, among others.

Before the Friday endorse-
ment of  the Speaker by the 
Ohuhu stakeholders, the 

Speaker was earlier in the 
week honoured with a chief-
taincy title by the people of  
Umuopara Clan in Umua-
hia South LGA.

However, the Speaker has 
not declared any intention 
to run for Abia governorship 
neither has he opened any 
office for that purpose.

Rather, he has maintained 
that he was focused on lead-
ing the Abia State legislature 
in providing sound legisla-
tive results for Abians while 
maintaining a cordial rela-
tionship with the executive 
arm in the state.

Gen Abumawashi  takes over as 14 
Brigade Ohafia gets new Commander
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A 
new Commander, 
Brig. Gen. Dahiru 
Abumawashi has 

taken over as the new Com-
mander, 14 Brigade of  Nige-
ria Army, Ohafia Abia State.

He replaced Brig. Gen. 
Muhammed Bello Wabili, 
the former Commander of  
the Brigade.

The handover event took 
place at the Brigade parade 
ground, 14 Brigade head-
quarters, Ohafia.

Delivering his hand over ad-
dress during the change of  ba-
ton, the outgoing Command-
er, Brig. Gen. Muhammed 
Bello Wabili thanked the 
officers and soldiers  of  the 
14 Brigade for their support 
to him throughout his leader-
ship, stressing that their sup-
port enabled him to succeed 
while in-charge of  Ohafia.

Gen Wabili appealed to 
the  officers and soldiers to 
give more support to the in-
coming Commander, Gen 
Abumawashi in the task of  
securing the nation, assuring 
that the new Commander 
would deliver on his mandate, 
judging by his track records of  
experience.

The handover event which 
was witnessed by officers and 
soldiers as well as the wives 
of  the military men, also fea-
tured inspection of  guard of  
honour by the incoming and 
outgoing Generals.

By Grace Ofurum
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F
ormer Governor Ro-
chas Okorocha’s pen-
chant to use old-fash-

ioned method of  blackmail, 
deceit, lies and profaning 
of  God’s name against his 
political opponents in Imo 
State has become dead on 
arrival. It will no longer 
work.

Such methods deployed 
by Okorocha today in the 
name of  politics  to have 
undue advantage over his 
competitors will no longer 
work in Imo because the 
people now know who he is, 
what he is and every of  his 
intentions.

A statement by Governor 
Hope Uzodimma’s Chief  
Press Secretary/Media Ad-
viser, Oguwike Nwachuku, 
described as laughable, the 
poorly recorded video Oko-
rocha circulated on social 
media where he was profan-
ing God’s name thinking he 
was blackmailing the Gov-
ernor.

Because every of  Oko-
rocha’s action reeks fraud, 
deceit, lies and corruption 
as the recent White Paper 
on the Judicial Panel of  
Inquiry on Land Acquisi-
tion and Related Matters 
revealed, and how his hu-
mungous greed led him to 
appropriate the people’s 
common patrimony, there is 
nothing left of  Okorocha to 
tell Ndi-Imo in terms of  his 
character and person.

Those who watched the 

Okorocha’s old-fashioned blackmail
‘ll no longer work - Imo Govt

so-called video where he 
was cajoling his largely 
ignorant audience, main-
ly miscreants, with a song 
that lacked lyrics asking 
them not to vote for Gover-
nor Uzodimma because he 
went to the Church to shoot 
God are asking if  all is well 
with Okorocha. The video 
is another sad reminder of  
Okorocha’s many acts that 
question his sanity.

Before now, Okorocha 
repeatedly said Gover-
nor Uzodimma went to 
the Church to shoot Uche 
Nwosu, his son in-law. At 
another time he said Gov-
ernor Uzodimma sent the 
security men in Govern-
ment House to go and shoot 
Uche Nwosu and attack the 
Church. Today, his song is 
that Governor Uzodimma 
went to the Church to shoot 
God. The question is: How 
can a man who thinks this 
way be normal?

We know that all is not 
well with Okorocha be-
cause he appears to be be-
having like one wrestling 
with strange spirits that are 
demanding of  him to give 
account of  all the ills he 
was associated with as Gov -
ernor of  Imo State for eight 
years.

Besides, no sane politi-
cian in Nigeria will take to 
politicking and electioneer-
ing before the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) blows the 

Some Onitsha market shanties to be demolished soon.

whistle the way Okorocha 
has resorted to in that poor-
ly recorded video, a clear 
indication that he has lost 
touch with reality and sane 
living.

Needless to say that the 
people of  Imo West Sena-
torial Zone must have real-
ized by now the danger in 
throwing precious thing to a 
dog, knowing full well it will 
trample on it.

As disgusting as Okoro-
cha’s attitude of  late has 

remained- resort to speak-
ing incoherently, profaning 
God’s name at every given 
opportunity, misleading the 
public with lies and deceit, 
et al, he should be reminded 
that the days of  wicked and 
cheap blackmail of  political 
opponents to score political 
goal are gone forever.

If  he thinks what he or-
chestrated against former 
Governor Ikedi Ohakim in 
the run-up to the 2011 gov-
ernorship  election in Imo 

Anambra Govt set to demolish wrongly 
cited building in Onitsha market
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

A 
building under con-
struction within the 
Main Market, Onit-

sha has been marked for 
demolition by government 
of  Anambra State.

A joint task force includ-
ing the Physical Planning 
Board, Nigerian Army, Ni-
geria Police, Civil Defence 
Corps, Operation Clean and 
Healthy Anambra, among 
others embarked on the spe-
cial enforcement operation.

Newsmen gathered that 
there was no approval from 
relevant authorities for such 
building to be cited in a 
place, originally designated 
as park for the market.

The developers were giv-
en one week ultimatum to 
remove the structure or risk 
demolition.

Executive Chairman of  
the State Physical Planning 
Board, Barrister Chike Ma-
duekwe cautioned against 
building without approval 
which always defaces the 

News Echo  
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Meanwhile as soon as 
traders in the premises saw 
the enforcement team, they 
rose and started shouting 
in jubilation, commending 
Governor Obiano for com-

will see the light of  day in 
2023, it means his insanity 
has reached to the market 
square.

On all fronts, Okorocha 
lacks the trust of  the Imo 
people because he lies to 
them with glee, deceives 
them freely, mocks God’s 
name which they cherish so 
much arbitrarily, disobeys 
the Party’s rules with im-
punity and dances naked in 
public without caution.

However, it is impor-

tant to note that Okorocha 
should not take for grant-
ed Governor Uzodimma’s 
accommodating spirit and 
magnanimous heart to yarn 
nonsense except he is ready 
for the consequences.

As a matter of  fact, the 
last thing Okorocha would 
do is to take Governor 
Uzodimma’s gentleman’s 
disposition towards his un-
becoming demeanour for 
weakness because for every 
sickness, there must be a 
cure.

ing to their aid.
Barrister Maduekwe also 

used the opportunity to call 
on some developers who 
are currently erecting all 
manner of  buildings on the 

access road to desist as the 
state government has ac-
quired one hundred meters 
from the road, for overrid-
ing public interest.

2023 election: INEC to use voter
enrolment device
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

said that eligible voters in 
the coming 2023 general 
election will make use of  
the Voter Enrolmemt De-
vice (VED).

INEC equally debunked 
the fake news going on the 
social media that the 2011 
produced  voter’s card has 
expired and needs revalida-
tion.

Chief  Press Secretary to 
INEC Chairman, Rotimi 
Lawrence Oyekanmi dis-
closed this to newsmen.

According to him “The 
Permanent Voters’ Cards 
(PVCs) issued by INEC 
in 2011 and after can still 
be used by their respective 
owners to vote in all elec-
tions, including the upcom-
ing Federal Capital Territoy 
(FCT) Area Council elec-
tions, the Ekiti and Osun 
governorship elections, as 
well as the 2023 general 

election. 
“It is also not true that 

the Commission will use 
the so called “New Card 
Reader” for the 2023 gen-
eral election. What the 
Commission intends to use 
is a multi-purpose gadget, 
known as the INEC Voter 
Enrolment Device (IVED). 
It is currently being used for 
the physical  registration of  
voters. During an election, 
it will facilitate the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System 
(BVAS), which provides for 
both fingerprint and facial 
authentication”.

“The device will also be 
used to upload individual 
polling unit election results 
to the INEC Result Viewing 
portal (IReV) in real time on 
election day”.

The general public is ad-
viced to disregard the fake 
news making the rounds 
that the PVCs issued in 2011 
need revalidation. There is 
no need to revalidate any 
PVC issued by INEC for 
election purposes.

Anambra community declares war on open
defecation, indiscriminate dumping of refuse
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

Oba Community in Ide-
mili South Local Gov-

ernment Area (LGA), An-
ambra State has declared 
war on Open defecation and 
indiscriminate dumping of  
refuse. 

It has also declared that de-
faulters would be penalised 
beginning from this January 
2022.

The community also urged 
major street traders to take 
up shops at Alaba Interna-
tional Market, Oba and An-
ambra International Market, 
Oba which had been un-
derutilized.

In a speech at the Oba 
Civic Centre, on Saturday, 

the Oba Patriotic Union 
(OPU) President-General, 
Rev. Chris Emelie stressed 
the importance of  a healthy 
environment, saying that a 
taskforce had been set up to 
enforce environmental sani-
tation. 

``We cannot boast of  a 
good environment in Oba. 
Gradually we are targeting 
a healthy environment. We 
have put in place a regular 
sanitation exercise at the 
Afor-Uzo Oba Market. The 
traders can testify to a cleaner 
environment. 

``Dumping of  refuse, even 
human feaces wrapped in 
cellophane bags have become 
a common practice. Starting 
from this 2022, it is an of-
fence to throw refuse into 

drainages.
``People processing chick-

ens for commercial purposes 
are known for indiscriminate 
dumping of  their generated 
wastes at road sides. Anyone 
caught henceforth, will pay a 
fine to be determined by the 
Sanitation Taskforce. 

``We have contracted an 
expert who treats animal 
wastes with chemicals to 
check degradation and pre-
vent odour; the butchers are  
yet to comply. 

``We believe we can 
achieve a clean environment 
if  only people will imbibe 
simple discipline. The butch-
ers have until the end of  Feb-
ruary to comply or leave their 
present location,’’ Rev. Eme-
lie directed.
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A
s activities heat up to-
wards the 2023 gen-
eral elections, there’s 

need for the political parties/
politicians to understand that 
INEC has not flagged off 
campaign because the time 
has not come.

Over the weekend, the 
Human Rights Writers 
Association of Nigeria 
(HURIWA) called on the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to caution politicians 
who are jumping the gun on 
2023 presidential election 
and also campaigning for 
an election that is one year 
ahead.

It said that though 
campaign is the ultimate tool 
for getting to the electorate, 
that a candidate and his party 
should do so in accordance 
with the rules and regulations 
as may be determined by the 
Commission.

The Electoral Act has 
expressly provided the 
timeline for electoral 
campaigns. Section 99 (1) 
of the Act, which is on 
the limitation on political 
broadcast and campaign by 
political parties, provides” 
as follows, “for the purpose 
of this Act, the period of 
campaigning in public, 
every political party shall 
commence 90 days before 
polling day and end 24 hours 
prior the day.”

Subsection 2 provides 
that: “A registered political 
party which through any 
person acting on its behalf 
during the 24 hours before 
polling day (a) advertises 
on the facilities of any 

broadcasting undertaking; or 
(b) procures for publication or 
acquiesces in the publication 
of an advertisement in a 
Newspaper, for the purpose 
of promoting or opposing a 
particular candidate; is guilty 
of an offence under this Act 
and upon conviction shall be 
liable to a maximum fine of 
N500, 000.”

“Furthermore section 101 
prohibits broadcast 24 hours 
preceding or a polling day. 
The section provides: “(1) 
A person, print or electronic 
medium that broadcasts, 
publishes, advertises or 
circulates any material for 
the purpose of promoting or 
opposing a particular political 
party or the election of a 
particular candidate over the 
radio, television, newspaper, 
magazine, handbills, or 
any print or election media 
whatsoever called during 
twenty four hours immediately 
preceding or on polling day is 
guilty of an offence under this 
Act. “(2) Where an offence 
under subsection (1) of this 
section is committed by a body 
corporate, every principal 
officer of that body is equally 
guilty of an offence under this 
Act.

We urge political parties/
politicians to stay within the 
rules especially calling on 
their political hangers-on and 
supporters not to jeopardize 
their chances of victory 
by unnecessary politicking 
before the stipulated time. 
INEC should take note of 
those violating this order 
and have them sanctioned. 
This will bring order in the 
political environment.

2023: Need for INEC 
to check politicians  
campaigning before time

Our TeamOur Team
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By Nicholas Aderinto

2023: Is Nigeria ready 
for electronic voting?

great deal of  embarrassment 
when the then-president, 
Goodluck Jonathan, and 
his wife were unable to be 
accredited after a half-hour 
wait due to faulty Smart 
Card Readers.

The issue is not whether 
or not e-voting is possible 
(e-voting has been used 
successfully in a few 
countries). The topic of  
discussion is whether 
or not e-voting may be 
implemented within 
Nigeria’s current electoral 
framework. If  appropriate 
mechanisms are not 
in place, such as legal 
regulations, harmonisation, 
logistical and institutional 
structures, technological 
and infrastructural facilities, 
the benefits of  e-voting may 
eventually erode Nigeria’s 
waning trust in the election 
process.

Estonia’s success 
with e-voting, which is 
the only country that 
employs it countrywide, 
results from decades 
of  targeted investment 
in comprehensive 
e-governance in the country. 
In the country’s drive for 
a better electoral process, 
e-voting is not a remote 
system. Since the 1990s, 
the system has been a part 
of  the country’s full-fledged 
computerised governance. 
After extensive testing and 
integrating technology 
into multiple government 
systems, Estonia debuted 
e-voting.

Nigeria’s situation 
is distinct from that of  

Estonia. It has a more 
significant population and 
a different level of  public 
faith in technology tools. 
Within the current system, 
Nigeria’s technical readiness 
for e-voting is debatable. 
During the 2015 national 
elections, for example, 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
website was hacked. INEC 
will be vulnerable to 
various attacks, including 
cyber-attacks, due to its 
implementation of  e-voting 
for election operations.

During an election, the 
purpose of  a cyber-attack 
varies. It is not always easy 
to win an election for the 
candidate of  one’s choice. 
As a form of  vengeance, 
it is sometimes used to 
target a specific candidate. 
It’s possible that it’s to 
demonstrate dominance 
over the country’s electoral 
system. Even in the most 
modern countries, security 
for electronic voting 

is inadequate. Attacks 
occurred during the 2016 
presidential election in the 
United States, and there are 
concerns about the safety 
of  votes and public faith in 
the 2020 election.

Because of  voting 
security concerns, 
developed countries such 
as France, Spain, and 
the Netherlands have 
abandoned Internet voting 
after performing feasibility 
and pilot studies. Before 
implementing e-voting, 
security, particularly 
technological security, 
should be a top priority. 
Nigeria must put in place 
institutions to improve the 
electronic electoral system’s 
stability.

Election failure has 
serious political, legal, 
economic, and social 
ramifications. Nigeria’s 
fragile political system 
necessitates the highest 
e-voting preparation and 
preparedness. A system that 

was intended to be beneficial 
should not become a source 
of  severe disadvantage. 
Any democratic process 
revolves around the concept 
of  public trust. The 2020 
presidential election in the 
United States is a perfect 
example of  the distrust 
from perceived flaws in 
political circles. Electoral 
irregularities caused by a 
poorly prepared system 
could harm the public’s 
belief  in democratic 
processes long after 
elections.

These considerations 
raise questions about 
the ongoing demand for 
e-voting without a current 
discussion of  the system’s 
fitness and readiness. 
The challenges do not 
negate the goal of  e-voting 
and digitising Nigeria’s 
electoral processes. 
Instead, it reinforces the 
prior debate in Nigeria 
concerning the deployment 
of  computerised voting.

A
s Nigeria prepares 
for elections in 2023, 
stakeholders from 

all sectors have debated the 
benefits and drawbacks of  
electronic voting (e-voting). 
E-voting is becoming 
a standard in electoral 
processes around the world. 
Nigerian politics appears 
to be edging closer to 
electronic voting. Estonia, 
Brazil, and Australia have 
all introduced e-voting 
at various levels in their 
political systems.

In Nigeria, e-voting can 
change a crucial democratic 
process: elections. It reduces 
workload processes, makes 
voting counting more 
accessible, and eliminates 
voter fraud, among other 
things. Importantly, 
e-voting can instill civic 
responsibility in citizens, 
particularly youngsters. 
In Canada, for example, 
e-voting has been shown 
to engage both the younger 
and older generations in a 
significant national debate.

While e-voting has 
several benefits, it is 
not without faults. In 
media debates, e-voting 
appears more effortless to 
implement than in practice. 
The hacking of  the 2016 
US presidential election 
by Russian authorities 
provides a glimpse into the 
possible risks of  electronic 
voting. In the 2015 general 
election, e-voting was put 
to the test. It experienced a 

Opinion

President Buhari casting his vote

Counting of  votes in progress



he death just occurred of  TProfessor Alex Gboyega, 
a retired professor of  

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  a t  t h e  
University of  Ibadan. His is the 
latest in the series of  deaths of  
prominent Nigerians that have 
overshadowed the month of  
January 2022. In our relational 
and crisscrossing networks of  
significances, the shocking news 
of  deaths hits us at different 
levels the same way we relate at 
different levels with those 
around us. I am connected with 
the late professor at many levels, 
personal and intellectual. Prior 
to hearing about his shocking 
death, I had been involved in the 
National Institute for Policy and 
Strategic Studies' move to invite 
him as guest speaker at the 
Senior Executive Course (SEC) 
44 in view of  its 2022 theme of  
l o c a l  g ove r n a n c e,  P r o f .  
Gboyega's forte. He apologised 
that he would not be able to 
attend given that he had just 
undergone a surgery and needed 
to convalesce. I later saw few 
hours after that engagement the 
news on social media that he had 
passed on

Alex Gboyega, alongside 
Ladipo Adamolekun, emerged 
from the former University of  Ife 
scholar-practitioner framework 
of  engagement which was the 
basis of  the praxis created for the 
Chief  Simeon Adebo-led 
western region civil service. And 
this model of  engagement 
demanded that there must be 
serious attention given to 
recruitment in a way that add to 
the functionality of  the institute 
o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  a  
complement of  the practice of  
public administration in the 
publ ic  ser v ice.  Thus,  to  
concretise the model, Prof. 
Gboyega enlisted my late uncle, 
Chief  Alfred Olaopa, and Chief  
Augustus Adebayo, to teach 
courses in local government. 
Chief  Augustus would later 
teach me public administration 
at the University of  Ibadan. So, 
in a fundamental way, my 
fascination with the scholar-
p r a c t i t i o n e r  m o d e l  o f  
engagement commenced right 
from my critical observation of  
dynamics of  which Prof. 
Gboyega was a significant part.

Much more fundamental to 
Prof. Gboyega's legacy is the 
idea of  local government and 
governance that he started 
running with right from the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  h i s  
scholarship. His specialisation 
straddled local governance, 
public administration and 
indigenous political institutions. 
These thematic concerns tell a 
coherent and significant story 
about Prof. Gboyega's research 
portfolio that speaks to the core 
of  Nigeria's postcolonial and 

democratic malaise. Right from 
her independence, Nigeria has 
been faced with the challenge of  
governing a state made up of  
plural constituents. Or, to 
rephrase, the challenge is that of  
deploying the federal framework 
as the most formidable structure 
within which Nigeria could 
achieve national integration and 
development. As early as 1981, 
G b o y e g a ,  i n  
“Intergovernmental relations in 
Nigeria: Local government and 
t h e  1 9 7 9  N i g e r i a n  
Constitution,” was already 
fascinated with the elevated 
posi t ioning of  the  local  
government which the 1979 
Constitution took from the 1976 
Dasuki local government 
reform. In a 1991 essay, 
“Protecting Local Governments 
from Arbitrary State and Federal 
Interference: What Prospects for 
the 1990s?” Gboyega already 
started entertaining doubts 
about the possibility of  limiting 
state and federal undermining of  
the autonomy of  the local 
governments the number of  
which was fixed at 453 by the 
1989 Constitution. And in his 
2003 inaugural lecture, Gboyega 
l o c a t e d  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  
possibilities of  democracy and 
development in the handling of  
local governance.

Contrary to the 1976 local 
government reform enshrined in 
the 1979 Constitution, the 
present state of  the local 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  
governance has become dismal. 
And this is all the more so 
because Nigeria's democratic 
experimentation commenced in 
1999 without the complement 
of  local governance and its 
distinctive elements, from 
subsidiarity to social capital. 
Apart from the delineation of  
duties into the executive, 
concurrent and residual which 
leaves the local government 
b e r e f t  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  
responsibilities, the states in 
Nigeria cast their shadows on 
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l o c a l  
government. For instance, 
d e s p i t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
const i tut ional ly  ass igned 
sources of  revenue generation 
a n d  c o l l e c t i o n ,  l o c a l  
governments' fiscal bases are 
regular ly  e roded  by  the  
encroachment of  the states. 
Thus, the erosion of  local 
government autonomy has 
become fundamental to the 
question of  federalism and the 
survival of  Nigeria's democratic 
governance.

It has become axiomatic 
that  local  gover nance is  
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  
consolidation and sustenance of  
democracy everywhere. Local 
governance facilitates the grass-
roots participation of  the people 
who are the most fundamental 
factor in governance. Indeed, the 
local governments constitute the 
framework for testing the 

t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
responsiveness of  government 
institutions. This is where the 
concepts of  subsidiarity and 
s o c i a l  c a p i t a l  b e c o m e  
fundamental in understanding 
l o c a l  g o v e r n a n c e .  T h e  
subsidiarity principle is targeted 
a t  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  
centralisation dynamics that is 
at work in the lopsidedness of  
t h e  N i g e r i a n  f e d e r a l  
constitution. Subsidiarity insists 
that whatever issues can be 
handled at the local and grass-
roots level must not, as a matter 
of  fact, be centralised out of  
such contexts. As a democratic 
principle, subsidiarity becomes 
a n  i m p e r a t ive  f o r  l o c a l  
participation in governance 
matters. As a development 
initiative, it resolves three basic 
governance problematics: (i) it 
facilitates the ownership of  
development insights and 
paradigms; (ii) it facilitates the 
instigation of  self-reliance 
through the deployment of  local 
ideas and innovation; and (iii) it 
enables a bottom-up governance 
approach which in the long run 
helps the government itself  
strengthens its legitimacy 
quotient in the eye of  the people.

Indeed, within the context 
of  local governance, the idea of  
subsidiarity coherently attaches 
to that of  social capital as a 
framework for making local 
governance and grass-roots 
indigenous institutions work for 
the well-being of  the people. 
Social capital is founded on the 
significance and roles of  
n e t w o r k s ,  c o m mu n i t i e s ,  
collaborations, connectives, and 
the reciprocal values that are 
d e r i v a b l e  f r o m  t h e i r  
interconnectedness and their 
function. Social capital is the 
values and benefits generated by 
the cooperative endeavors of  
people within any institutional 
c o n t e x t s .  T h u s ,  o n c e  
subsidiarity is taken for granted 
as a constitutional principle, the 
social capital dynamic springs to 
action in facilitating the many 
networks, communities and 
collaborations for an active 
communal mobilisation for 
development. Unfortunately, 
the functionality of  the local 
institutions and the various 
networks has been smothered by 
the asphyxiation of  the local 
governments by a constitution 
that disdains decentralization as 
a development dynamic. The 
political oversight of  the local 
government by the states, 
especially, is starving local 
gover nance  of  i t s  many 
potentialities even as the 
citizens' expectations of  local 
governments and democratic 
governance are growing.

If  democracy needs the 
grass-roots to survive, then there 
is a compelling need to link 
community-based organisations 
to the viabil i ty of  local 
government for that tier of  

g ove r n m e n t  t o  b e  t r u ly  
developmental. Indeed, CBOs 
have served as the basis for 
vibrant sel f -help,  service 
provision and as a coping 
mechanism to cater to people's 
expectations far above the 
capacities and capabilities of  the 
state system. People are now 
used to ground their security 
networks in the form of  
vigilance and neighbourhoods 
watch groups; maintain their 
roads; and initiate economic 
empowerment. Historically, for 
example, the esusu microfinance 
scheme has become veritable 
feature of  modern financial 
assistance. The danger is that 
usually, especially within the 
context of  the Nigerian state, 
p e o p l e ' s  s e a r c h  f o r  
developmental meaning in the 
grass-roots is carried out outside 
of  the reach of  the state; as a 
concrete performance of  the 
people's collective rejection of  
the state.

The demise of  Gboyega, as 
well as the significance of  his 
s c h o l a r s h i p  o n  l o c a l  
g ove r n m e n t ,  p o i g n a n t ly  
underscores, more than ever 
before, the urgent need for a 
paradigm shift in a grass-roots-
propelled and constitutionally-
sanctioned governance initiative 
that has the capacity to 
transform the enormous wealth 
and networks of  the rural areas 
and local communities into 
development points. This is 
w h e r e  t h e  o p t i m u m  
communities (OPTICOM) 
project of  Professors Ojetunji 
Aboyade and Akin Mabogunje 
at Aawe in the Afijio LGA of  
Oyo State resurfaces again as a 
reprofiling strategy that builds 
r u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  a s  
developmental models of  local 
gover nance.  As Gboyega 
adequately and stridently 
canvassed, bringing the local 
government back into the 
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n a n c e  
framework is a constitutional 
matter. Indeed, it forms a 
fundamental dimension of  what 
res t r uctur ing  s tands  for.  

Rethinking the place of  the local 
g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  
constitutional provision for 
intergovernmental relations 
translate into the willingness to 
place the people at the centre of  
democratic development in 
Nigeria. National development 
has failed consistently because 
development strategies of  
various hues have been forced 
down the throats of  local 
communities who have no 
reason whatsoever to own them 
or do something meaningful 
with them to enhance their well-
being. Flowing from global 
ideological offerings, Nigeria 
has become a captive of, say, the 
Washington Consensus that 
insists that development must be 
imposed on hapless citizens who 
have no say in the matter of  their 
own betterment. Thus, while the 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  
constitutionally emasculated 
within, local governance is 
ideologically strangulated from 
without. No wonder, since 
independence, Nigeria has been 
searching not only for a 
development plan but also for an 
institutional reform framework 
by which to achieve national 
integration.

A c t i va t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  
government is equally a policy 
r e f o r m  i n i t i a t i v e .  T h e  
constitutional issue about the 
local government would be 
firmed up by a stringent 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  
incorporated into the Local 
Economic Empowerment and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  S t r a t e g y  
(LEEDS). This policy opens up 
the local communities for 
socioeconomic growth through 
the participation of  government, 
nongovernmental agencies and 
civil society. In strengthening the 
institutional framework for 
making local  governance 
functioning as a democratic 
imperative, democracy itself  
b e c o m e s  t h e  f o r e m o s t  
beneficiary since it makes 
possible not only the emergence 
of  higher quality candidates to 
local offices but also the active 
participation of  citizens in 
electoral matters that would 
then have become a significant 
complement to development 
issues for them. On the one 
hand, local governments can be 
i n c e n t i v i z e d  b y  g r a n t s  
allocations through periodic 
ranking of  LGAs based on 
stakeholders-validated service 
standards that are published and 
celebrated. And on the other 
hand, and as a correlate, this 
ge n e r a t e s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
calibrating frameworks for 
aligning such self-help schemes 
as neighbourhood watch, waste 
col lect ion,  water  supply,  
s a n i t a t i o n ,  e t c .  s e r v i c e  
p r ov i s i o n s  s y s t e m  w i t h  
government arrangements 
u n d e r  a  p u b l i c - p u b l i c  
partnership.
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Discourse on future of local
governance in Nigeria
By Tunji Olaopa

Indeed, within the 
context of  local governance, 

the idea of  subsidiarity 
coherently attaches to that 

of  social capital as a 
framework for making local 
governance and grass-roots 

indigenous institutions work 
for the well-being of  the 
people. Social capital is 

founded on the significance 
and roles of  networks, 

communities, 
collaborations, connectives, 

and the reciprocal values 
that are derivable from their 
interconnectedness and their 

function.
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Igbo low 
enrolment in 
police worries 
Commission 
- Onyemuche

the examinations.
“This is a sad reflection 

of  the caliber of  officers 
that will be patrolling our 
communities in the event 
that these persons actually 
end up enlisted in the 
police,” he said.

“The issues border 
on security of  lives and 
property of  the people and 
the best time to talk about 
it is now. The best time to 
join the NPF is now as the 
Commission is reforming 
the system.

“The NPF that will 
tackle the security 
challenges in the country 
will be a new police force 
that will be well equipped 
and remunerated.

“The purpose of  this 
meeting is to act in order to 
change this unsatisfactory 

T
he Police Service 
Commission (PSC) 
has expressed worry 

over the poor enrollment 
of  youths from the South-
East geo political zone of  
the country into the Nigeria 
Police Force (NPF).

Chief   Onyemuche 
Nnamani, who is the 
Commissioner, represent-
ing South-East in the PSC 
stated this at the weekend 
during a one day town 
hall/sensitization meeting 
on police recruitment held 
at Sports Club auditorium, 
Enugu.

The former Secretary to 
Enugu State government 
explained that the town hall 
meeting was to sensitize 
residents of  the state on 
the need for youths in the 
area to join the NPF.

According to him,  the 
meeting became necessary 
following the seemingly 
lack of  interest in the police 
force  by youths in Igbo 
land, stressing  that even 
those that applied were not 
the best from the region.

His words: “An 
additional concern is 
the fact that most of  
the applicants seem 
academically challenged 
as more than 90 per cent 
have consistently failed to 
score up to 30 per cent in 

current 2021/2022 police 
recruitment exercise is a 
case point. All the states 
in the region recorded 
abysmal figures in the 
current exercise.

“For instance, out 
of  the 1, 679 applicants 
shortlisted for recruitment 
in Ebonyi, only 779, 
applicants turned out for 
screening while 330 made 
it into the second round of  
the exercise.

“In Enugu State, 2,945 
youths were shortlisted for 
recruitment but only 1,795 
applicants turned out for 
screening.

The University teacher 
also disclosed that 2000 
persons applied in Abia 
but 1, 098 of  the applicants 
turned up for the screening, 
giving a deficit of  54.9 per 
cent.

He said that Imo State 
had only 870 applicants for 
the recruitment with about 
37 per cent turned out for 
the screening.

“Anambra is the least 
with only 158 applications 
received,” he said.

Asogwa stressed that 
the reason for the seeming 
lack of  interest in the NPF 
might not be unconnected 
with the perceived poor 
remuneration of  police 
officers.

“Some of  the problems 
are that the people assume 
the officers are poorly 
remunerated which is not 
commensurated with the 
demand of  the job and its 
associated risks as well as 
negative image.

“However, the Federal 
Government has come up 
with juicy packages. Our 
youths should know this 
for them to correct this 
erroneous impression.

“Most of  these reasons 
are not logical enough as 
the strategic importance 
of  the police in the 
community cannot be over-
emphasised,” Asogwa 
said.

In his remark, Enugu 
State Commissioner 
of  Police, Lawal who 
was represented by the 
Deputy Commissioner of  
Police, Mr Chinedu Okoh 
encouraged the youths in 
the state to embrace the 
police force.

Okoh explained that the 
people of  the area needed 
to occupy the public space 
as some problems were 
better solved when you 
speak local language.

News analysis

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

For instance, out of the 
1,679 applicants shortlisted 

for recruitment in Ebonyi, only 
779, applicants turned out for 

screening while 330 made 
it into the second round of 

the exercise. “In Enugu State, 
2,945 youths were shortlisted 

for recruitment but only 
1,795 applicants turned out 
for screening. The University 
teacher also disclosed that 

2000 persons applied in Abia 
but 1,098 of the applicants 
turned up for the screening, 
giving a de�cit of 54.9 per 
cent. He said that Imo State 
had only 870 applicants for 
the recruitment with about 
37 per cent turned out for 
the screening. “Anambra 

is the least with only 158 
applications received,” he said.

development. Our people 
should join the armed 
forces”

The sensitisation he 
further disclosed would be 
taken to all the states in the 
South East Region.

Speaking at the event, 
Enugu State governor, 
Chief  Ifeanyi Lawrence 
Ugwuanyi, who spoke 
through Secretary to the 
State Government, Prof. 
Simon Ortuanya, urged 
residents of  the state to 
start joining the police 
force.

In his keynote address, 
the Consultant to PSC, 
Prof. Felix Asogwa of  the 
Enugu State University of  
Science and Technology 
(ESUT), stated that the 
situation presented by the 
data as it affected the south 

east zone in the recruitment 
process was disturbing.

Asogwa who is also 
the Director, Institute 
for peace, Conflict and 
Development Studies 
(IPCDS), ESUT,  said 
that not less than 81, 000 
persons had so far applied 
nationwide, stressing  that 
only about 7, 652 of  such 
applications were from the 
Southeast.

According to him, “The 

Nnamani “
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T
he Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede under the 
inspirational headship of  

Engr. Dr. Michael Arimanwa 
(FNSE), has proven to be the 
new technological hub of  
Nigeria, as it invents the first 
electric car in Nigeria with over 
90% local content.

The vehicle is essentially 
powered by a solar panel, 
making it fossil-fuel free. The 
car which is a product of  a 
tedious research runs without 
an engine but embodies other 
features of  a car. Leading a 
team of  engineers who invented 
the car is Engr. Pius Nwosu of  
the Department of  Mechanical 
Engineering of  the Polytechnic, 
who also happens to be an 
alumnus of  the institution.

Unveiling the electric car 

Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede invents electric car 

at the Engineering workshop 
of  the Polytechnic, the Rector, 
Engr Dr Michael Arimanwa, 
congratulated Engr. Nwosu 
and his team for making the 
Polytechnic proud. He also 
commended the team for 
their unwavering commitment 
in executing the prodigious 
project, promising to give 
them all necessary support in 
giving the invention the needed 
visibility.  

The Rector further stated 
among others that “The 
polytechnic will take this 

project to Inov-8 hub which is 
connected to Skill G Innovation 
Centre Abuja, where potential 
investors from all over the 
world could see it and invest 
heavily on it. From there, the 
Federal Government through 
the Ministry of  Science and 
Technology can take it over and 
enlist it in the budget.” 

To further encourage the 
lead engineer of  the project, 
the Rector announced that the 
Polytechnic would issue him 
a commendation letter subject 
to his formal submission of  

the details of  the vehicle, from 
time of  conception, research to 
invention.

Speaking on his motivation 
for the project, Engr. Pius 
Nwosu pointed out that the 
Nigerian environment needed 
vehicles that would be eco-
friendly as a result of  the 
ubiquitous pollution in the 
ecosystem, adding that the 
electric car was a solution 
in circumventing dangerous 
emissions emanating from 
the engines of  fuel-powered 
vehicles.  

Regarding the materials 
used in manufacturing the car, 
the young engineer hinted that 
over 90% of  them were locally 
sourced, stressing that the 
product was a clear testimony 
that Nigeria had capacity to 
locally produce cars in order to 
end the wave of  importation of  
automobiles into the country. 
On the duration of  the invention, 
Engr. Nwosu posited that it took 
him and his team about six 
months to produce the vehicle, 
adding that with the initial 
production done, he would 
require less than one month to 
produce subsequent ones. 

Engr. Pius Nwosu poured 
encomiums on the Rector 
and Chief  Executive of  the 
Polytechnic, Engr M.C. 
Arimanwa, for the enormous 
support he received from him 
which led to the successful 
invention of  the vehicle. He 
cited the TETfund facility 
which the Rector facilitated as 
a testimony of  his passion for 
research and development. In 
his words, “The Rector used his 
influence as Chief  Executive 
of  the Polytechnic to play a 
key role towards attracting the 
attention and support of  the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETfund) which moved the 
project from the realm of  a 
dream to that of  a reality.”

Major highlight of  the 
unveiling ceremony was the 
test-running of  the electric 
car by the Rector and his 
management team.

Meanwhile, there are 
indications that when produced 
en masse, the electric cars 
would effectively replace the 
motorcycles plying on the 
campus, thereby improving 
the ecosystem, ensuring safety 
and ultimately improving local 
content. From all empirical 
pointers, the Polytechnic is 
ready to enter into productive 
partnerships to ensure the 
mass-production of  the electric 
car and assert its role as an 
epicenter of  technological 
invention and breakthrough in 
Nigeria. 

It will be recalled that the 
polytechnic under its current 
Rector had during the heat of  
COVID-19 last year invented 
essential non-pharmaceutical 
devices with which to fight the 
dreaded scourge. These devices 
included semi-automated and 
fully automated hand-washing 
machines, among others. 
There is indeed no end in 
sight to further technological 
breakthroughs which the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
under Engr. Dr M.C. Arimanwa 
would offer the country and the 
world at large.

FedPoNek Rector, Engr. Dr. Arimanwa, Engr. Nwosu alongside school officials at the unveiling of the electric car.
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Between Tinubu 
and Buhari’s 
favoured successor
By Oludayo Tade

T
he market for 2023 
politics has been declared 
opened by the son of  

Abibatu Mogaji, who is also the 
ceremonial national leader of  the 
ruling All Progressives Congress, 
Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu. 
The Asiwaju of  Lagos State 
had visited the President, Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), to intimate him of  his 
intention to vie for the number 
one position in the country. 

As a political strategist, 
Asiwaju understands the first 
law of  power, which says ‘never 
outshine the master.’ The master 
in the APC is the incumbent 
president, who, through his 
last exclusive interview with 
Channels TV, revealed that he 
also understands the laws of  
power. It was Seun Okinbaloye, 
who asked Buhari, “You don’t 
have any favourite in your party 
(to succeed you) in 2023?” and 
the president responded: “No. 
I wouldn’t disclose (now). He 
may be eliminated if  I mention. 
I better keep it secret.” Through 
this response, PMB displayed his 
understanding of  the importance 
of  concealed intentions as a 
powerful tool in ‘keeping off-
balance and in the dark,’ so that 
those thinking they are close to 
the president will be shocked by 
the time he unleashes the purpose 
behind his actions and unveils 
his favoured successor. But how 
is PMB’s position critical in the 
unfolding declaration of  interests 
for the 2023 presidency in the 
ruling party? Will the Jagaban of  
Borgu find favour as the favoured 
successor the president spoke 
about in the interview? With all 
the powers at his disposal, why 
would the president be afraid 
that his favoured successor may 
be eliminated if  he dares to name 
him and what does this say about 
the nature of  Nigerian politics?

While expression of  interest 
in the 2023 presidential race 
is still at infancy, Tinubu has 
stressed that it is his lifelong 
ambition to become the president 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria and he has the right, as a 
citizen of  the country who meets 
the constitutional requirements 
for that office, to so aspire. 
From activism, formation of  the 
National Democratic Coalition 
and foray into politics, the 

Jagaban of  Borgu has been playing 
strategic politics towards realising 
his ambition, dating back to his 
ascendancy to the governorship 
seat of  Lagos State. He has since 
then been enjoying political 
patronage from within and 
stretching his sphere of  influence 
outside the state. In terms of  
political sagacity, I am aware that 
Tinubu was the only surviving 
Alliance for Democracy governor 
in the South-West, who did not 
fall victim to the antics of  the 
Olusegun Obasanjo government 
that swept others; that defeat 
shifted the structure of  power 
and influence to the surviving 
governor, Tinubu, as the chief  
financier of  the party. Turning 
Lagos into an industrial training 
space for politicians, who would 
later be supported financially 
and morally to realise their own 
gubernatorial ambitions in Oyo, 
Osun, Ekiti and Ondo states, 
Asiwaju’s political clientelism is 

an investment which he hopes 
to leverage at the right time. 
As Lagos-groomed politicians 
became governors in other South-
West states, Jagaban became 
the kingmaker and championed 
expansive politics-oriented to 
position him in history. After 
unsuccessful attempts at getting 
the centre through regional 
strength, Tinubu mainstreamed 
his politics to the national level, 
through which he will be able to, 
in the near future, build alliances 
that will ensure the realisation of  
his presidential ambition. He later 
aligned with his former political 
foe, the incumbent president, who 
also failed to clinch his lifelong 
dream of  becoming a democratic 
president thrice. They formed 
a new mega-party that would 
unseat the Peoples Democratic 
Party. At the birth of  APC, the 
compromise also had to be made 
as the vote from Northern Nigeria 
would be needed as a payback 

for the support given to their son 
from Daura, whose shoes will 
soon become vacant.

The Jagaban would have 
to solve the puzzle of  PMB’s 
favoured successor, settle intra-
party rivalries, which will soon 
ensue and, if  successful, face 
inter-party battles and finally 
the Nigerian electorates. While 
lifelong ambition is good, 
how does the realisation of  
an individual’s desire benefit 
the country positively? This 
is because the alignment of  
Asiwaju with President Buhari 
gave us the messy situation 
that Nigeria has found herself  
in with all indices of  human 
development going south.

For now, the body language 
and mannerism of  the president 
determines a lot of  things in our 
polity and that is why aspirants 
are going to Aso Rock to tell 
him that they are interested in 
wearing his shoes when he leaves 
in 2023. Robert Greene’s 48 Laws 
of  Power comes in handy at this 
time. Greene counsels us never to 
outshine the master but ‘to make 
the masters appear more brilliant 
than they are and you will attain 
the heights of  power.’ Why should 
someone called the national leader 
of  a party go to the president 
first? It is the understanding of  
the fact that Tinubu must ‘make 

the president feel comfortably 
superior’ and this is why 
the husband of  Oluremi has 
been able to master the art 
of  Nigerian politics. But the 
president has given no clue 
who the favoured successor 
will be and this is a blank 
cheque to all aspirants, waiting 
for whose name the president 
will write on it.

I have a feeling of  an impending 
shocker, something I got from the 
response of  the president to the 
preferred successor question. Our 
history is replete with unresolved 
‘political assassination’ or, if  you 
like, ‘elimination.’ Elimination 
is a law of  power too. Crushing 
one’s enemy totally is reproduced 
in pentecostal churches’ ‘die by 
fire’ prayers in which there is no 
time to take the risk of  allowing 
repentance of  the enemy. In 
political parlance too, wiping 
out an enemy may be a strategy 
to neutralise a threat to your 
ambition and force a redirection 
to your side. Will the favoured 
successor of  the president be 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu or 
another person? Then, will the 
president’s favoured successor 
be favoured by the Nigerian 
electorates going by their nose-
diving fortunes under this 
government? Only time will 
provide the right answers.

Buhari

Tinubu
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2023: Zoning 
divides party 
leaders in Enugu

E
nugu governorship 
race is gradually 
g a t h e r i n  g

momentum. Expectedly, 
political gladiators and 
opinion leaders have gone 
into subterranean moves 
with a view to reshaping 
the political landscape 
of  the Coal City State in 
2023.

First to break the ice was 
Ex-governor Chimaroke 
Nnamani, representing 
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone at the National 
Assembly, when he 
visited Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi at Government 
House, Enugu, last two 
years.

During the solidarity 
visit, Senator Nnamani 
fused his structure 

with the one of  
Governor Ugwuanyi-
”Guburugburus” further 
consolidating the “Ebeano 
Structure”, a political 
platform he (Nnamani) 
used effectively to keep 
his perceived opponents 
at bay.

Unfolding events 
indicate that,  zoning 
system among the three 
Senatorial zones namely; 
Enugu-East, Enugu-
West and Enugu-North 
has resurfaced in public 
domain and it will be a 
strong determinant in 
gubernatorial pursuit.

Already, the people of  
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone have begun playing 
up the rotational 
arrangement as they 

maintained that they 
firmly stand by the decision 
of  the State caucus of  the 
PDP in 2013, that the 
governorship position of  
Enugu State should rotate 
to Enugu East Senatorial 
District after the expiration 
of  the turn of  Enugu 
North Senatorial District 
presently occupied by the 
governor. 

The Convener revealed 
that he seconded the 
motion moved by Chief  
Hon. Dubem Onyia, at the 
said PDP caucus meeting 
of  July 7, 2013, that the 
governorship position of  
the state should rotate to 
Enugu North Senatorial 
District in 2015 with an 

Continues on pg. 11

contend that their quest 
is based on equity, justice 
and fairness.

Strictly, the phrase 
equity, justice and fairness 
depends on the side of  the 
prism one is viewing it 
from. 

While the people of  
Enugu-East Senatorial 
District are speaking in 
unison, the indigenes of  
Enugu-North Senatorial 
zone prefer they kick-
start the second round as 
they argued that they had 
waited patiently at the 
rear for 16 years before 
they took their turn. But 
the people of  Enugu-West 
Senatorial zone seem to be 
polarized along two fronts 
on the issue of  zoning 
system.

It could be recalled 
that the Convener and 
Chairman of  the Central 
Organising Committee 
of  the Enugu-West 
Senatorial rally held last 
year, Senator Ben Collins 
Ndu, told Governor 
Ugwuanyi that the people 
of  Enugu West Senatorial 
District had assembled 
to speak with one voice 
that the zoning of  the 
governorship seat of  the 
state favours Enugu East 
Senatorial District. 

Senator Ndu who 
disclosed that the people 
of  Enugu West Senatorial 
District are 100 percent 
in support of  Governor 
Ugwuanyi and his 
decisions in respect of  
his successor in 2023, 

Nnaji Ekweremmadu
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understanding that it 
should rotate to Enugu 
East Senatorial District 
in 2023, after the turn of  
Enugu North Senatorial 
District. 

Senator Ndu pointed 
out that the PDP meeting 
of  2013 was attended by 
the party leaders such as 
the then State Chairman 
of  the PDP, Chief  Vita 
Abba, then Governor of  
Enugu State, Sullivan 
Chime (from Enugu 
West Senatorial District), 
then Deputy President 
of  the Senate, Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu, then 
Speaker of  the State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Eugene Odo, other 
members of  the National 
and State Assemblies 
who were members of  the 
caucus.

He added it was based 
on the PDP decision on 
zoning of  the governorship 
position that Rt. Hon. 
Ugwuanyi from Enugu 
North Senatorial District 
emerged the governorship 
candidate of  the party and 
thereafter the Governor of  
Enugu State in 2015.

“What we are saying 
in Enugu West Senatorial 
District is that in Enugu 
State, governorship 
position rotates among 
the three senatorial 
districts. You (Ugwuanyi) 
are a beneficiary of  the 
motion I seconded that 
the governorship seat 
should rotate to Enugu 
North Senatorial District.

But Senator Hyde 
Onuaguluchi thinks 
differently as he told the 
bewildered audience 
that “there is no zoning 
arrangement for the 
governorship election of  
Enugu State”

Despite being a key 
member of  the organizing 
Committee, who even 
donated two million naira to 
host the rally, “Odenigbo” 
as Onuaguluchi is fondly 
called by his admirer s, 
stunned everyone at the 
rally when he mounted the 
podium and challenged all 
key stakeholders therein 
present to state the specific 

details of  such an alleged 
zoning arrangement, that 
he, himself  was not privy to.

Facing Governor 
Ugwuanyi, Onuaguluchi 
said, “Your Excellency, 
2023, it is the turn of  the 
South East to produce 
the President and we 
are asking you to run for 
President”.

He however urged 
the Governor not to 
mind those talking of  
zoning regarding the 
Governorship as there 
had never been such an 
agreement.

His words: “Don’t 
mind those “after their 
own pockets” trying to 
mislead by claiming that 
there is zoning in Enugu 
State. It has never been so. 

“In 1990/1991,when 
I contested for 
Governorship, there was 
no zoning. In 1999, when 
Chimaroke Nnamani 
from Enugu East, Victor 
Nduka Agu from Enugu 
West and Gbazueagu, 
also from Enugu West 
contested there was no 
zoning. In 2003, Hon Fidel 
Ayogu from Enugu North, 
Ugochukwu Agballah, 
Anayo Onwuegbu and 
Alex Obiechina, all from 
Enugu West contested 
against the incumbent, 
Chimaroke Nnamani, 
there was no zoning. In 
2007, it was Okey Ezea 
from Enugu North versus 
Sullivan Chime and 
Ugochukwu Agballah 
from Enugu West. In 
2011, it was Okey Ezea 
from Enugu North and 
the incumbent, Sullivan 
Chime from Enugu West. 
It has always been  so.

As it is, the numbers of  
likely aspirants for Enugu 
2023 governorship race 
are already in progressive 
ratio.

A research by the Coal 
City Youth Development 
Initiative pegged the 
figure of  likely aspirants 
in the state at 26.

Prominent among the 
aspirants are: Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu, Professor 
Jehu Onyekwere Nnaji, 
Hon. Chijioke Edoga, 

Chief  Chinyaka Ohaa 
and Peter Mbah.

Interestingly, these 
front-liners  includin g 
Nnaji and Ekweremadu 
are under the umbrella of  
the PDP.

Inside source said that 
Ekweremadu who is 
representing Enugu West 
Senatorial District at the 
National Assembly has 
told Governor Ugwuanyi 
his intention to succeed 
him in 2023.

 If  Ekweremadu’s 
declaration to the 
incumbent is true, then 
the battle line is drawn 
as the former deputy 
president of  the senate 
has to contend with the 
issue of  rotational system 
said to have entered orally 
by the founding fathers of  
the State.

As it is, many people 
believe that Ekweremadu’s 
political height and many 
years of  experience in 
the Senate should have 
been channelled towards 
realising the Presidency of  
Southeast extraction rather  
than his  governorship 
dream which is seen by 
many as a step that may 
torpedo the tranquility 
of  Governorship 
rotation which has been 
acquiesced to by all 
political stakeholders in 
Enugu.

Indeed, this is not the 
first time Ekweremadu 
is being tipped for 
gubernatorial seat as 
in 2007, book makers 
narrowed the flag-bearer 
of  PDP to him before 
Sullivan Chime who was 
single-handedly picked 
by his predecessor, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani, 
eventually won the poll.

Ekweremadu also 
kicked vehemently in 2015 
when Ex-governor Chime 
zoned the governorship 
seat to Enugu North 
senatorial zone.

To pro-Ekweremadu’s 
acolytes,  merit should 
be used for election of  
Governor Ugwuanyi 
successor, insisting that 
rotational system has not 
be adhered to ab initio.

To many people in the 
Coal City, if  knowledge 
is truly “power” as 
postulated, then  Professor 
Nnaji is the man to beat 
as he is “powerfully” 
equipped to take any 
nation to the echelon of  
her dream.

A Public Affairs 
Analyst, Jerry Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi said, “Since 
it’s practically unwise 
to argue the pertinence 
of  education  and 
goodwill to human/
societal administration 
and management, then 
arguing  Professor Nnaji’s 
capacity in this regard 
is totally uncalled for, 
not just because he is 
a guru in political and 
administrative tenets 
but because he is a 
man with very visible 
admirable traits, a man 
with conscience and great 
sense of  understanding; 
visibly evident in his 
adjudications as a Judge 
at the ICCMCC, Hague 
Netherlands. 

“Humility and 
tolerance are virtues he 
has always held to the 
brim and of  course, I 
could vouch for that.

“He is also a Professor 
of  International Law 
and Global Politics. A 
Professor and Visiting 
Scholar, University of  
Kansas Law School, 
USA. A Merit Award 
Winner - University 
of  Naples II, Italy. A 
Vice Chancellorship 
Candidate - Enugu State 
University of  Science 
and Technology (ESUT) 
- 2015. A Senatorial 
Candidate in the 2019 
General Elections of  
the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria”, he added.

Will the current 
clamour for an Enugu 
governor of  Nkanu East 
Local Government Area 
extraction by the likes of  
Senator Jim Nwobodo 
and Chief  Ken Nnamani, 
a one time president 
of  the senate, sway the 
chances of  Ekweremadu 
and Professor Nnaji?

Are Isi- Uzo and 

Enugu North Local 
Governments not part of  
Enugu-East Senatorial 
configuration? If  they 
are, then they should be 
given the opportunity 
to produce governor in 
2023 as Isi-Uzo local 
government in particular 
has not had the privilege 
to have its son or daughter 
as governor of  the state. 
Isi-Uzo shares cultural 
afinnity with both Nsukka 
and Nkanu people.

Many believe that 
for equity, justice and 
fairness to reign, the 
electorate should decide 
on two options; either 
for the gubernatorial seat 
to be thrown opened or 
allow the Enugu-North 
Senatorial zone to produce 
Ugwuanyi successor.

The President-General 
of  Senior Staff  Association 
of  Electricity and Allied 
Companies of  Nigeria, 
Engr. Chris Okonkwo, 
while speaking on Enugu 
politics, suggested that the 
successor of  Governor 
Ugwuanyi should 
come from Enugu-East 
Senatorial zone.

Dr Okonkwo who 
spoke to newsmen 
shortly after receiving 
the executive members 
of  Enugu State Citizens 
Support for Equity 
and Good Governance 
(ESCSEG) led by 
Comrade Emmanuel 
Onyedonzi Onwe in his 
Amurri country home, 
recently, said emphatically 
that it was the turn of  
his Senatorial zone to 
produce the next governor 
in 2023.

“Justice, equity and 
fairness demand that 
Governor Ugwuanyi 
successor should come 
from Enugu-East 
Senatorial zone”, he 
added.

Be that as it may, 
many residents of  Enugu 
metropolis interviewed, 
opined that if  merit 
becomes the alternative, 
then it will be a battle of  
wit between Professor 
Nnaji and Senator 
Ekweremadu.
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Ochiogu, Nwawuzie others seek
traders support
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
s Ogbaru Main mar-
ket near Onitsha pop-
ularly called Relief  

market in Anambra State gets 
ready to elect a set of  new 
leaders that will pilot the af-
fairs of  the market for the next 
four years  come January 25, 
2022, the incumbent Caretak-
er Chairman, Chief  Ndubuisi 
Ochiogu (Obataifeadi), im-
mediate past President, Chief  
Dr. Victor Nwawuzie (Akiri-
ka) and Chief  David Obidike 
(Onwa) have embarked on fi-
nal electioneering campaigns 
to seek the support cum votes 

of  traders in the market.
Addressing supporters in 

his campaign rally at the mar-
ket, Chief  Ochiogu stressed 
that within a year of  being in 
office at a caretaker capacity 
he has achieved more than his 
predecessors.

“On security: Since I came 
in  January 1, 2021 no single 
burglary has been recorded 
and about 12 thieves have 
been arrested unlike before, 
adding that he procured and 
mounted fire extinguishers at 
strategic places in the mar-
ket as a preventive measures 
which was very helpful in 
arresting the recent fire out-
break. On electricity, “I re
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Gunmen kill, behead security
operative in Ebonyi

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he unknown gunmen 
have reportedly killed 
an Ebubeagu security 

operative, Ebonyi state Com-
mand, Sunday Nwafor and 
cut off  his head. 

The incident occurred in 
Ekpelu, in Ikwo local govern-
ment area of  Ebonyi state,

This is even as some Ivo 
local government security 
outfits in the state allegedly 
tortured a  notorious robbery 
suspect in the area, Nnaogo 
Akpoke Anyim to death.

The gunmen numbering 
over five stormed the house 
of  Sunday Nwafor in Ek-
pelu while he was asleep in 
the night and shot him dead. 
They dragged his body out of  

his room and cut off  his head 
and took it away.

The state Police Public Re-
lations Officer, DSP Loveth 
Odah confirmed the incident. 
She said “according to the 
DPO of  Ikwo police division, 
he said that some gunmen 
went to one Sunday Nwafor’s 
house. about 30 years old and 
a member of  Ebubeagu secu-
rity outfit, Ikwo local govern-
ment area. So, the gunmen 
broke into his room while 
asleep and shot him dead. 
They dragged the body out-
side the room and beheaded 
him.

“According to the wife 
who spoke to policemen, she 
said that before she heard a 
gunshot, she over-heard one 
of  the hoodlums telling her 
husband that he left them in 

the bush and came back home 
to enjoy himself  by collecting 
N30, 000 from the govern-
ment.

“Two of  the suspects have 
been arrested. Investigation is 
ongoing. This act is barbaric 
and act of  inhumanity. While 
are we recording these things 
in Ikwo? This is coming barely 
two weeks after recording the 
other Ebubeagu incident that 
was also killed in this form 
and half  burnt.

“The Commissioner of  Po-
lice condemned in totality this 
kind of  killing and has vowed 
to do everything within the 
ambit of  the law to ensure that 
the remaining perpetrators 
are brought to book because 
according to the wife of  the 
deceased, she said she sighted 
over five of  the gunmen”.

Residents of Gwashi communities cheering soldiers as they returned from Gando forest.

stored light in the market and 
also installed solar powered 
lights which ensures light 
from 7pm till dawn daily to 
aid security men and those 
loading or offloading late”.

“Rehabilitation of  pipe-
borne water and the market 
administrative hall, stressing 
that he has renovated the 
Market Office  and resuscitat-
ed borehole donated by Gov-
ernor Peter Obi reticulating 
the water to strategic places. 
Ultimately, I restored peace in 
the entire market, said Ochi-
ogu.

According to Chief  
Nwawuzie Akirika who is 
campaigning for a second 
term,” Good leadership 
speaks for itself. I engaged in 
both massive infrastructure 
and human development. I 
directed my treasurer then, 
Ambassador Sunday Ezunu 
(Abiola) who is also contest-
ing for the post of  Treasurer 
to open a Ogbaru market as-
sociation account at Heritage 

The PPRO also confirmed 
the torture of   Nnaogo Ak-
poke Anyim in Akaeze by 
Ivo local government opera-
tives of  the Ebubeagu secu-
rity outfit for alleged robbery.

Anyim was tied hands 
back and tortured with axe 
by some operatives of  the 
security outfit in the area for 
alleged robbery, molesting 
women sexually and other 
alleged crime. Video of  the 
torture has gone viral on so-
cial media.

The PPRO said some vic-
tims of  the Anyim’s attacks 
are at the state police clinic 
receiving treatment and con-
demned the torture of  the sus -
pect which led to his death. 
“Nobody has a right to take a 
life no matter the offence the 
person has committed.

T
he Lagos State Com-
missioner for Health, 
Akin Abayomi has an-

nounced the end of  the fourth 
wave of  the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The fourth wave of  the coro -
navirus pandemic appears to 
have ended in Nigeria, as the 
country, on Saturday, record-
ed 29 new infections across 
three states of  the federation.

The latest statistics released 
by the Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control (NCDC) 
on Sunday, which indicated 
a significant decrease in the 
figure of  newly confirmed 
cases, also confirmed that no 
death was recorded on Satur-
day. The disease centre noted 
that the fatality toll remains at 
3,124 since Friday, when it re-
corded one death.

The data shows that the 
infection toll has increased 
by 29 to 251,959, while the 

discharged cases stand at 
225,946, with no backlog of  
discharged cases reported.

The breakdown of  the data 
revealed that Lagos State, 
the epicentre of  the disease, 
recorded 27 of  the 29 new 
infections, while Kano in the 
North-west and Rivers State 
in the South-south reported a 
single case each.

NCDC also noted that four 
states: Anambra, Bauchi, 
Plateau and Sokoto reported 
that they recorded no cases 
on Saturday. Mr Abayomi 
on Saturday, announced the 
end of  the fourth wave of  the 
coronavirus pandemic, as the 
daily infection figure from 
the virus declines. The health 
commissioner said there was 
a reduction in positivity rates 
of  COVID-19 infection from 
29.3 per cent recorded on De-
cember 21, to 1.9 per cent as 
of  January 20.

bank which was the first of  
its kind where we saved mil-
lions of  naira used in German 
flooring all the major lines in 
the market excepting the ma-
jor which will be my first as-
signment if  elected”.

“Before my first election 
into office and because of  
my love for God, I roofed the 
market prayer arena so that 
rainfall does not distabilize 
traders during general prayers. 
I also opened a website for 
Ogbaru main market which 
showcases our market to the 
outside world. Now over 150 
persons have become direct 
importers as beneficiaries of  
the contacts and internation-
ally sponsored tradefair we 
do have at Dubai and Italy. 
My vision is to translate lo-
cal traders into international 
businessmen”.

“I Akirika of  Ukpo attract-
ed a 500 kva transformer to 
replace the smaller one to 
restore light during my first 
tenure. I will do more. I will 

paint the whole market with 
one colour to upgrade it to 
international market status”, 
said Nwawuzie.

Moreover, Chief  Obidike 
who said he had contested 
for the chairmanship position 
for three times based his cam-
paign promises on the fact 
that traders should vote for 
him since he has not tested 
the seat promising to do better 
than previous leaders.

Also, Hon. Julius Ajuro 
Ozeh (Uloenu) aspiring to 
be voted in as Secretary for 
a second term said: “I am 
the right service lane at your 
door step. I am the only ex-
ecutive who comes to mar-
ket as early as 7.30am and 
is willing to help any traders 
who encounter any trouble 
that requires assistance at the 
Market administration office. 
I worked with Nwawuzie to 
make many traders importers 
today through  international 
trade fair sponsored by for-
eign countries we go via our 

website”.
Another aspirant for post 

of  Treasurer, Ambassador 
Sunday Ezunu (Abiola) who 
worked both with Nwawuzie 
and Ochiogu said that under 
his watch relief  market real-
ized IGR, saved and carried 
developmental projects with 
fund opening the eyes of  trad-
ers that revenue in the market 
squandered by past leaders 
before 2016 could better the 
market and traders alike.

“We procured over 400 
plots of  land at Oba airport 
and second Niger Bridge to 
ensure that poor traders could 
become landlords at give 
away prices. As line Chair-
man, I was first to roof  our 
line, install cable television 
and fan for traders in my line 
at relief  market”, said Ezeu-
hu.

They were all seeking for 
support and votes from fel-
low traders claiming that they 
have more work to do for the 
traders if  elected into office.

....As Ebubeagu allegedly tortures robbery suspect to death

Communities celebrate as military
dislodges bandits

R
esidents have said that 
soldiers on Saturday 
morning moved into 

the Gando forest to flush out 
bandits who had made it their 
home

Communities in Anka and 
Bukkuyum local government 
areas in Zamfara State, on 
Saturday, celebrated the dis-
lodgement of  bandits living in 
Gando forest.

Residents said soldiers 
moved into the forest early 
Saturday morning and de-
scended on the bandits.

Several bandits live in the 
forest that links the vast Kuy-
anbana forest from where Ni-
ger, Kaduna and Kebbi states 
could be accessed. A resident 
of  Anka, who is also a secu-
rity expert, Yusuf  Anka, said 
over 100 herds of  cattle were 
recovered from the bandits’ 
camps in the forest.

A native of  Gwashi com-
munity, which is at an edge 
of  the forest, Ayuba Moham-

med said that the residents 
were jubilant because of  the 
successes recorded by the sol-
diers.

“Some cattle were recov-
ered and brought back to us 
in the village. You can hear 
the voices all over the place, 
people are happy that the 
bandits have been scattered 
and their rustled cows recov-
ered,” he said.

Ibrahim Zauma, the Direc-
tor-General on New Media 
to Governor Bello Mata-
walle, announced on his 
official Facebook page that 
soldiers recorded success in 
Bukkuyum.

“Alhamdu lil Lah! Terror-
ist bandits in Gwashi axis of  
Bukkuyum Local Govern-
ment Area met fire and fury 
from the gallant Nigerian 
Army. Reports from the area 
say the bandits enclave in 
Gando jungle was dislodged 
and several terrorists were 
killed,” he posted.



R
esidents of  Aba, the 
commercial hub of  Abia 
State have called on 

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu to 
equip the Aba Command of  the 
state Fire Service to enable them 
to do their job effectively.

The residents lamented that 
the Aba Command of  Abia State 
Fire Service currently has one 
fire truck with a capacity of  less 
than 4 thousand gallons of  water 
which they use in covering nine 
local government councils in 
Ukwa-Ngwa land.

The residents also urged the 
Governor to set up more Fire 
Service Stations in the city as 
well as equip the firefighters 
with enough materials needed 
for the job.

This call came a few hours 
after property worth millions 
were destroyed at Emejiaka Street 
off  Ngwa Road Aba by fire from 
an unknown source.

News Echo  learnt that 
residents battled helplessly as the 
fire burnt down a multi-purpose 
building in front of  the popular 
Ahia-Ohuru with multi-million 
naira worth of  goods.

It was learnt that the current 
fire incident is the ninth one the 
city of  Aba has witnessed between 
December 2021 to January 2022.

It was also gathered that the 
men of  the Aba Command of  the 
Abia State Fire Service avoided 
the scene of  the incident because 
of  their recent experience in the 
hands of  touts.

A source at the Fire Service 
Office told News Echo that they 
went to the Cameroon Barracks 
Police Station to seek for police 
protection at the scene of  the 
fire incidents but were denied 
security.

He said they went to police 
following a reported open threat 
by some touts who vowed to deal 
with them should they show up 
at the scene.

The source said that when 
the police refused to follow them 
to the area knowing the level of  
insecurity in the area and the 
hostility expected from some 
residents they had to return to 
their office.

He added that the firefighters 
appeared helpless and knew what 
to expect from the residents of  
the Ndiegoro crime-prone area.

“When you hear that you’ll 
be beaten up in an area full of  
cultists what do you do? They 
threatened to kill us according 

Aba residents to Ikpeazu: 
Equip Fire Service, Aba may 
burn under your watch soon

to what we gathered, they said 
we wasted time. They didn’t 
even call us. It was one of  the 
reporters on the ground that 
informed us what was happening 
and as we were coming, we got 
information about their threat so 
we went to Cameroon Barracks 
Police Station to seek protection 
and we were turned down,” the 
source said.

Engr. Fredrick Okenze, a 
civil engineer based in Aba said 
that the Abia State government 
over the years has never taken 
human lives and property serious, 
stressing that all they care about 
is revenue.

“I don’t even think Abia 
State government know the 
population of  this city. I don’t 

think they know the number 
of  business outlets in this city. 
I don’t think they know the 
number of  houses in this city 
and I don’t think they know how 
many markets are in Aba.

“If  they do, they cannot tell 
me that one fire service station 
with less than 20 workers, with 
one truck situated at the heart 
of  Aba, will cover nine local 
government areas. 

“If  they do, they should have 
established mini fire service 
stations for Ariaria International 
Market, Eziukwu Market, Ahia-
Ohuru, Asa-Nnentu Market, 
Uratta Integrated Market and the 
Eke-Oha Shopping Centre. 

“They should have also 
established branches for the 

Aba Command of  the State Fire 
Service at Ogbor-Hill, Osisioma 
and Alaoji axis to make the 
coverage easier. 

“Do you know that the current 
place where they built the Ariaria 
Independent Power Projects 
(IPP) used to be the main Ariaria 
International Market Fire Service 
Station?

“What kind of  irresponsible 
government are we having in 
this state where people are 
invited to invest and watch their 
investment burn. 

“So, this government and 
previous ones failed to address 
the real issues of  fire. This city 
can be burnt down in just two 
hours if  not by the grace of  God.”

Pastor Ndukwe Marcel threw 
blames at Aba residents whom he 
described as very unreasonable 
and self-destructive.

He said that how the residents 
attacked firefighters in 2020 
destroying two important fire 
trucks in the city shows the 
insensitivity of  most residents of  
the city whom he described as 
irrational and irritants. 

“How can someone be doing 
all manner of  manufacturing at 
a residential area and a landlord 
who knows the consequences will 
just care about the money? 

“I learnt the majority of  those 
hoodlums were gathered at Ngwa 
Road to beat up the Firefighters 
when the one storey building 
collapsed not knowing that the 
firefighters were seeking police 
protection.

“So, how can we continue 
to watch hoodlums cause us 
problems in Aba? Why can’t this 
government declare serious war 
against touting and touts? 

“They destroyed all the 
remaining fire trucks in Aba now 
they want firefighters to use their 
heads to extinguish the fire.”

When contacted, the 
Commander, Aba Command of  
Abia Fire Service, Mr Belenta 
Belenta said his men went to 
fight a fire that afternoon at John 
3: 16 Church.

He said that their gas finished 
at that place and because of  that 
they  could not go to the fire 
scene at Ngwa road.

News Feature

Private residence affected by the re

News	Echo	    Monday 24 - Tuesday 25 January, 2022                                           Page 13

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Onlooker at the scene

Ahia-ohuru multi purpose building razed by re



News Echo   Monday 24 - Tuesday 25 January, 2022                                                                Page 14

FOREIGN News

Russian ships, tanks and troops  move
to Ukraine as peace talks stall

R
ussia has sent troops 
more than 4,000 miles 
to Ukraine’s borders and 
announced sweeping na-

val drills as Moscow expands its 
preparations for a potential attack 
on Ukraine as negotiations appear 
at a deadlock.

Six Russian landing ships capable 
of  carrying main main battle tanks, 
troops and other military vehicles 
travelled through the Channel en 
route to the Mediterranean last week 
in a deployment that could bolster 
an amphibious landing on Ukraine’s 
southern coast if  Vladimir Putin or-
ders an attack. Ukraine’s military 
intelligence has claimed that Russia 
is hiring mercenaries and supplying 
its proxy forces in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions with fuel, tanks 
and self-propelled artillery in prepa-
ration for a potential upsurge in 
fighting.

The new deployments have wor-
ried US officials. “What concerns 
us is the total picture,” said a senior 
state department official in a brief-
ing last week. “It is the amassing 
of  100,000 troops along Ukraine’s 
borders combined with moving 
forces into Belarus over the weekend 
… these numbers are beyond, of  
course, what we would expect with 
regard to a normal exercise.”

The new forces in Belarus, the of-
ficial added, represent an “increased 
capability for Russia to launch this 
attack, increased opportunity, in-
creased avenues, increased routes”.

The US president, Joe Biden, last 
week said that Putin himself  may 
not know what he plans to do. But 
the results are either reckless brink-
manship or preparations for a large-
scale military operation.

“It gradually dawned on Putin 
that if  he stays on the track of  stable 
and predictable, as Biden indicated, 
he’s the designated loser,” said Pav-
el Baev, research professor at the 
Peace Research Institute Oslo and 
a Brookings Institution nonresident 
fellow. “Something needed to be 
done. He went for this escalation 

quite sharply.”
Diplomatic efforts last week were 

inconclusive. The Russian foreign 
minister, Sergei Lavrov, called talks 
with US secretary of  state Antony 
Blinken “frank and substantive”.

“I can’t say whether we are on the 
right track or not on the right track. 
We’ll understand that when we re-
ceive an American response on pa-
per to all items of  our proposals,” 
Lavrov told reporters in Geneva.

But there are no concrete plans 
for a follow-up and the two sides 
appear irreconcilable, with Russia’s 
foreign ministry repeating maximal-
ist demands for Nato forces to leave 
all countries that joined the alliance 
after 1997.

“What is happening on the Rus-

sian side in the last couple of  weeks 
is not really diplomacy. It’s a com-
bination of  bluff, blackmail and 
warmongering,” said Baev during a 
roundtable discussion on Friday.

As Russia’s buildup nears com-
pletion, US and European countries 
have stepped up military support 
for Ukraine. The UK last week 
sent more than 2,000 NLAW (next 
generation light anti-tank weapon) 
launchers and deployed about 30 
troops from a new ranger regiment 
as trainers.

Estonia has said it will provide 
Javelin anti-tank missiles, while Lith-
uania and Latvia will send Stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles. In a shift, the 
Netherlands also said it would be 
ready to provide defensive weapons 

to Ukraine. And the US has said it 
will increase aid and send

Mi-17 transport helicopters origi-
nally meant for use in Afghanistan 
to Ukraine instead.

The decision to fast-track arms to 
Ukraine reflects an understanding 
that Russia could launch an attack 
at any moment. “We know that 
there are plans in place to increase 
that force even more on very short 
notice, and that gives President Pu-
tin the capacity, also on very short 
notice, to take further aggressive ac-
tion against Ukraine,” Blinken said 
in public remarks last week.

The scope of  a Russian attack and 
its ultimate goals remain unclear. 
Some analysts have suggested Rus-
sia may want to formally annex the 
Donbas region or capture territory 
to connect the Russian mainland 
with Crimea, the Ukrainian penin-
sula annexed by Russia in 2014.

But others see Moscow’s larger 
aim as compelling the Ukrainian 
government to submit to Russia’s 
terms, effectively re-establishing a 
sphere of  influence in eastern Eu-
rope. And that ambitious goal could 
mean that a Russian attack would 
have to put extraordinary pressure 
on the Ukrainian government.“If  
the purpose is to compel Ukraine’s 
leadership, then a ground invasion 
only makes sense if  it puts Ukraine 
in a more untenable or threatened 
position. Neither a land bridge nor 
an operation in Odessa would likely 
achieve that result, but an offensive 
towards Kyiv could,” wrote Rob 
Lee, a former US marine and a fel-
low in the Foreign Policy Research 
Institute’s Eurasia programme, in an 
analysis.

Ultimately, Russia wants to block 
Ukraine’s entrance into Nato, sty-
mie cooperation with western pow-
ers and reverse Kyiv’s trajectory 
away from Moscow.

To that end, it has sought to put 
Ukraine in a position that would 
stretch its defences and threaten a 
potential hammer blow against Kyiv. 
Russia has deployed more than 60 

battalion tactical groups – more than 
a third of  the military’s total availa-
ble force – and appears unwilling to 
halt its buildup on Ukraine’s borders.

Russian troops, along with 
Iskander short-range ballistic mis-
siles, began arriving in Belarus last 
week after travelling across the coun-
try from Russia’s far east.

The troops are arriving for joint 
military exercises set for mid-Feb-
ruary and will include Russian Suk-
hoi Su-35 fighter jets and nearly the 
entire Belarusian armed forces, ac-
cording to the country’s leader, Al-
exander Lukashenko.“Don’t get into 
[a fight] with us,” said Lukashenko 
in punchy remarks on Friday. “We 
can’t be defeated.”

At the same time, Russia has an-
nounced sweeping naval drills that 
will include every fleet in the coun-
try’s navy, numbering more than 140 
warships. Along with the six landing 
craft likely headed for the Mediterra-
nean, a Russian cruiser and destroy-
er will also be dispatched following 
the exercises.

Nato has also announced its own 
naval drills, including a US aircraft 
carrier strike group in the Mediterra-
nean for the next two weeks, mean-
ing that the two rivals will be con-
ducting exercises at the same time 
amid heightened tensions.

Russia appears to be finalising its 
preparations for a strike on Ukraine. 
But even if  the attack never comes, 
analysts say that there may never be 
a return to the status quo before the 
Russian buildup began last year.“I 
think it’s clear that even if  a war is 
avoided, I don’t think we’re going 
to go back to the situation prior to 
April 2021,” said Angela Stent, di-
rector emerita of  the Center for Rus-
sian, East European and Eurasian 
studies at Georgetown University 
and a nonresident senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution.

During a roundtable discussion, 
she said that the crisis could lead 
to the “third reorganisation of  Eu-
ro-Atlantic security since the 1940s”. 

Prices rising all over the world and leaders see no quick fix

I
t probably isn’t much consola-
tion for Americans struggling 
with the highest inflation in 40 
years, but they are not alone.

In the European Union, prices are 
rising faster than at any time since 
the euro currency was introduced. 
The annual inflation rate in the 
United Kingdom hit 5.4 percent in 
December, the highest figure there 
in nearly 30 years. Canada’s con-
sumer prices are rising twice as fast 
as before the pandemic.

Even in Japan, where prices have 
been depressed almost continu-
ously since the collapse of  the late 
1980s real estate bubble, the central 
bank in recent days revised upward 
its assessment of  inflation risks for 
the first time in eight years. Among 
major economies, only China has 
a lower inflation rate today than in 
early 2020.

Around the world, soaring pric-

es are emerging as a feature of  the 
post-pandemic recovery, prompting 
some central banks to pivot to infla-
tion fighting.

The new focus caps an era since 
the 2008 financial crisis that saw 
global forces — such as the rise of  
cross-border supply chains and a de-
cline in workers’ bargaining power 
— keep inflation subdued.

As factories around the world re-
vive at different speeds, a mismatch 
between the goods that are being 
produced and those that customers 
want to buy is helping drive prices 
higher. Longer-term trends, such as 
increased protectionism, rising Chi-
nese wages and the adjustment to 
a low-carbon economy, will put up-
ward pressure on prices in the years 
ahead, according to research by the 
BlackRock Investment Institute.

“We’ve come through a period 
where global forces were clearly dis-

Vladimir Putin, Russian PM

inflationary. We’re entering a peri-
od, in the near term at least, where 
they are more likely to push infla-
tion up rather than down,” said Eric 
Winograd, senior economist with 
AllianceBernstein in New York.

In the United States, the Feder-
al Reserve is weighing a complex 
blend of  global and domestic factors 
as it prepares to tackle 7 percent in-
flation, the highest among all major 
economies. On Tuesday, the Fed’s 
policymaking committee is expected 
to signal that rate hikes will begin in 
March.

“Part of  what we’re seeing in the 
U.S. is very similar to, and echoed in, 
the rest of  the world,” said Nathan 
Sheets, global chief  economist for 
Citigroup. “And part of  it is unique 
to our circumstances and particular-
ly to the strength of  U.S. aggregate 
demand.”

Snarled global supply chains, 

afflicting ports in Rotterdam and 
Shanghai as well as in Los Ange-
les, are driving up costs around the 
world. Increasing commodities 
costs, including food and energy, are 
doing likewise.

Over the past year, global oil prices 
are up more than 55 percent. Nickel, 
used in automotive and aerospace 
plants, is up 27 percent. And coffee 
has almost doubled in price.

Those bills are hitting customers 
everywhere, including in the Unit-
ed States. Over the past year, prices 
of  imports — especially food, fuel 
and industrial parts — have risen by 
more than 10 percent, according to 
the Bureau of  Labor Statistics. That 
was the largest one-year increase 
since 2007.

In response, major U.S. compa-
nies are hiking retail prices. Procter 
& Gamble, maker of  Tide laundry 
detergent and Bounty paper towels, 

told investors last week that high-
er commodity costs represented a 
$2.3 billion annual head wind while 
freight costs were up $300 million. 
The company said it had raised pric-
es in all 10 of  its product categories, 
boosting profits.

White House officials have de-
scribed inflation as a side effect from 
a robust recovery, which should 
subside in the second half  of  this 
year. At the White House on Friday, 
President Biden nodded to global 
forces, including covid-19.

“During this pandemic, your 
pocketbook felt the consequences: 
inflation, higher prices,” the pres-
ident said. “Whenever a factory 
shuts down in one part of  the world, 
the production and shipments of  
goods to shops and homes and 
businesses all over the world gets 
disrupted.”



Cr   me Watch

 35-year-old ex-

Ac o n v i c t ,  
Onyekachi Alozie 

and his wife, Oluchi, have 
been arrested by Imo State 
Pol ice  Command for  
kidnapping, murdering, 
and burning the corpse of  a 
71-year-old man, Chief  
Precious Okorie.

Parading the suspects, 
t h e  I m o  S t a t e  
Commissioner of  Police, 
M r  H u s s a i n  R a b i u  
disclosed that the deceased 
w a s  k i d n a p p e d  o n  
November 12, 2021.

Rabiu said that he 
ordered the commander of  
t h e  A n t i - K i d n a p p i n g  
S q u a d ,  O l a d i m e j i  
O y e y i y e w a ,  a n d  h i s  

 t eam o f  loca l 

Avigilantes in Benin 
City, the Edo State 

capital, has rescued 28 
v i c t i m s  o f  h u m a n 
trafficking. 

State coordinator, Edo 
State Community Vigilante 
Security Network, Oboh 
E m m a n u e l  O t o i d e , 
disclosed this weekend in 
Benin while addressing 
journalists.

He said the victims, 
between the ages of  13 and 
17 years, were rescued 
during a stop and search 
operation by his men.

He said, “The victims 
were rescued by our men 
around 2 a.m on Tuesday 
along Akpakpava Road in 
Benin City. Three suspects, 
inc luding  two dr ivers 
conveying the victims to 
their destinations were 
a r r e s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
operation and handed over 
to the Department of  State 
S e r v i c e s  f o r  f u r t h e r 
investigations.

“ O u r  p r e l i m i n a r y 
investigations revealed that 
the victims were being 
moved from the South East, 
enroute Edo State, to the 
South West of  the country.”

Oboh said in another 
operation, officials of  the 
Edo State Community 
Vigilante Security Network 
arrested a man who robs 
people of  their personal 
b e l o n g i n g s  w h i l e 
pretending to be insane. 

“ T h e  m a n  w h o 
i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  a s 

Olatunj i  was  ar res ted 
around Baptist Church at 
Ring Road, Benin City and 
has been handed over to the 
Niger ia  Po l i ce  Force. 
Among the items recovered 
from the suspects include 
ATM cards belonging to 
victims of  his criminal 
acts”, he said.

He said the Edo State 
Communi ty  Vig i l an te 
S e c u r i t y  N e t w o r k  i s 
working assiduously with 
other security agencies in 
the state to secure the state.

operatives to swing into 
action after the family 
members reported the case.

This led to the arrest of  
the gang leader, Agubata 
Maxwell Chimezie known 
as “the boss” on December 
10, 2021. While Oluchi was 
arrested on December 20, 
her husband was picked up 
on January 10, 2022 in 
Owerri.

Alozie, who was said 
t o  h a v e  a l l e g e d l y  
m a s t e r m i n d e d  t h e  
kidnapping and murder of  
Okorie, took the police 
operatives to the forest 
where they saw the burnt 
body of  the deceased.

The Police said that the 
operatives recovered the 

late Okorie's car, a Toyota 
Camry from the workshop 
of  an auto painter where the 
gang leader went to repaint 
and later  sold i t  for 
N1million.

“They blindfolded 
Okorie, took him to their 
den in the forest where they 
collected his Toyota car and 
ATM card and withdrew 
N3.5 million from his 
account,” Oyeyiyewa said

Upon interrogation, 
Alozie confessed to the 
alleged kidnapping of  the 
Chief  after his wife told him 
she was having a sexual 
affair with him.

“I'm an electrician by 
profession but went into 

a r m e d  r o b b e r y  a n d  
kidnapping. I was at the 
Nigeria Correction Centre 
twice for kidnapping cases. 
I was detained at the 
Nigeria Correction Centre 
after I was arrested and 
p r o s e c u t e d  b y  D S S  
operatives in 2018 but 
discharged by an Nkwerre 
High Court and released 
from prison in 2021.

“When I was at the 
Nigeria Correction Centre, 
my wife Oluchi was visiting 
me and bringing food. I did 
not suspect her with late 
Chief  Okorie. She only told 
me Okorie was a Good 
Samaritan. Then one day, I 
o v e r h e a r d  t h e i r  
conversation on phone, 

O
peratives of  the 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g 
Law Enforcement 

Agency, NDLEA, have 
raided a relaxation centre, 
popularly called garden in 
Abuja and arrested six 
persons for selling drug 
cookies and noodles.

This was contained in a 
statement by the Director, 
Media  and Advocacy, 
N D L E A ,  M r  F e m i 
Babafemi, on Sunday.

Fol lowing credib le 
intelligence, operatives 
raided the garden at Wuse 
Zone 5 behind Shoprite, 
where a  lady Rachael 
Famiyesun, 29, who deals 
i n  d r u g  c o o k i e s,  wa s 
arrested along with her 
salesgirl, Stella Sunday, 20.

Besides the cookies, 
they were also caught 
selling bottles of  black 
currant drink, popularly 
called Zobo prepared with 
cannabis.

A n o t h e r  b u s i n e s s 
operator in the garden, 
Moses Obi, 30, was also 
arrested with his salesgirl, 
Aisha Abdulrahman, 19, 
for selling indomie noodles 
prepared with cannabis.

A barman, Ahonye 
Jonah, 31, who works with 
the owner of  the garden, 

w a s 
equal ly 
arrested 
w h i l e 
o n e  o f  
t h e i r 
custome
r s ,  3 8 -
year-old 
N g o z i 
Jus t ina 
Emelog
u ,  w a s 
a l s o 
p i c k e d 

up during the raid on 
Wednesday.

T w o  d ay s  e a r l i e r, 
o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  F C T 
Command of  the Agency 
equally raided the Zuba 
Yam Market, where a drug 
dealer, Haruna Hassan, was 
a r r e s t e d  w i t h  1 9 . 3 k g 
cannabis.

Meanwhile, attempts 
by drug traffickers to export 
1.53 kilograms of  cocaine 
hidden inside hair cream to 
London and another 880 
grams of  cocaine concealed 
inside synthetic hair to 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, as 
well as 3 grams of  cocaine 
and 5grms of  cannabis to 
Cypr us  packed ins ide 
locally made shoes through 
t w o  m a j o r  c o u r i e r 
companies in Lagos have 
been foiled by narcotic 
officers attached to the 
firms.

In Edo State, operatives 
on Tuesday intercepted a 
Toyota Camry car with 
Reg. No. FKJ 897 DG 
(LAGOS) loaded with 
360.4kg Cannabis sativa 
heading to Abuja and 
a r r e s t e d  t h e  d r i v e r , 
Nurudeen Subaru, 42, in 
Auchi, Etsako West area of  
the state.

The following day, the 
Edo command officers also 
evacuated 111kg cannabis 
stored in a bush at Iruekpen, 
Esan West LGA, while 276 
compressed blocks of  the 
same substance weighing 
248.4kg were recovered 
from one Austin Okongwu 
( a . k . a  I g w e ) ,  4 5 ,  a t 
Agenebode, Etsako East 
while moving the drug in a 
Lexus saloon car with Reg. 
no. ABC 583 MJ (Abuja).

Also, on Wednesday, a 
raid on a drug joint in the 
Edo state capital, Benin, led 
to the arrest of  three drug 

dealers: Kelly Ogbebor, 38; 
Daniel Oviawe, 35, and 
Kelly Kenmakonam, 29, 
with different quantities of  
cocaine and heroin seized 
from them.

In Plateau state, an 
attempt by 29-year-old 
Ifeoma Godwin Sade, wife 
of  a drug dealer, Ifeanyi 
Onyeasi, 34, to swallow 
12grams of  cocaine found 
in their house at Agingi, 
Rukuba road, Jos, during an 
a r r e s t  o p e r a t i o n  wa s 
scuttled by operatives who 
retrieved the drug from her 
throat on Sunday 16th 
January.

Also recovered from 
them was a  monetar y 
exhibit of  Two Hundred 
and Thirty-Four Thousand 
Six Hundred and Fifty 
Naira Only (N234, 650).

Different quantities of  
c a n n a b i s , 
methamphetamine and 
tramadol were seized from 
t w o  s u s p e c t s ,  A l i y u 
Abdul lahi  and Ishaya 
Emmanuel  when on a 
commercial bus with Reg. 
n u m b e r  G M E 7 1 1 Y X 
brought them from Lagos to 
Yola, Adamawa State was 
intercepted along Abuja 
road by officers of  the 
Plateau state command on 
Wednesday 19th January.

While commending the 
officers and men of  the 
F C T,  E d o ,  P l a t e a u , 
A d a m awa ,  K a n o  a n d 
Directorate of  Investigation 
and General Investigations 
for the arrests and seizures, 
Chairman/Chief  Executive 
of  NDLEA, Brig. Gen. 
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Retd) charged them and 
their counterparts in other 
c o m m a n d s  t o  r e m a i n 
v i g i l a n t  a n d  a l w a y s 
proactive.

where Okorie was saying he 
was eager to see my wife. I 
was angry and forced my 
wife to call the deceased to 
see her in the hotel.

“My wife confessed to 
me that she's been having a 
sexual relationship with the 
71-year-old man in the 
hotel.

“I threatened to kill my 
wife, and so she called him 
back and told him to wait 
for her in the hotel. I then 
arranged for him to be 
kidnapped. My gang leader, 
Agubata Chimezie a.k.a 
“the boss” kidnapped Chief  
Okorie in his car and took 
h im to  the  fores t .  I  
demanded a ransom of  
N20million but the family 

members paid only N1.5m 
as ransom,” he said.

He confessed that he 
was given N290, 000 from 
the proceeds of  the car sales 
but has no knowledge of  
how the gang members 
killed late Chief  Okorie and 
burnt his dead body.

“It was some of  our 
gang members who did the 
job. They did not give me 
any share from the N1.5m 
ransom collected from the 
deceased's family members, 
they promised to give me 
my share the second time 
that they were demanding 
another ransom from the 
deceased's family,” the 
suspect confessed.
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71-year-old chief kidnapped, murdered for alleged adultery

NDLEA arrests six over drug
cookies, intercepts Saudi-bound
cocaine

Vigilante rescues 28 victims of
human trafficking in Benin

Alozie and his wife, Oluchi

Some of the rescued victims



 n ew  m o n t h ly  

Ar e p o r t  o f  t h e  
Organization of  the 

Pe t r o l e u m  E x p o r t i n g  
Countries has shown a 
plunge in Nigeria's crude oil 
production in December 
2021, triggering a loss of  
about N74.51bn in oil 
earnings. 

According to OPEC 
data, Nigeria produced an 
average of  1.19 million 
barrels per day in December, 
down from 1.26 million bpd 
in November, based on 
direct communication. 

This means an average 
daily loss of  78,000 barrels 
was recorded in December, 
translating to a total loss of  
2.42 million barrels in the 
month. 

I n  D e c e m b e r,  t h e  
average price of  Brent, the 
international benchmark 
against which Nigeria's oil is 
priced, was $74.17 per 
barrel, according to figures 
from countryeconomy.com.

At the official exchange 
rate of  N415.45 to a dollar, it 
implies that the loss of  2.418 
million barrels of  crude oil 
in December reduced the 
country's earnings by about 
N74.51bn. 

Further analysis of  
OPEC' s  l a t e s t  r e por t  
indicated that in the first 
quarter of  2021, Nigeria's oil 
production stood at an 
average of  1.312 million 
bpd. 

This moved up to an 
average of  1.34 million bpd 
in Q2, but the momentum 
could not be sustained, as 
the country's crude oil 
production dropped to 1.27 
million bpd in Q3. 

Marketing Division report of  
events that affected oil 
production in August,  
September and October 
indicated that the country 
consistently posted losses 
during the period under 
review. 

The report had shown 
that the worth of  the crude 
volumes lost by the country 
in August, September and 
October were N194.71bn, 
N195.246bn and N166.05bn 
respectively. 

OPEC said the plunge 
in oil production in the West 
African nation persisted in 
the fourth quarter of  last 
year, dropping to an average 
of  1.233 million barrels 
daily in the last quarter. 

Aside from the menace 
of  pipeline vandalism in the 
Niger Delta, the continued 
oil production plunge in the 
last quarter of  2021 might 
not be unconnected to the 
oil leak recorded in Santa 
Barbara, Nembe, Bayelsa 
State. 

I n  N ove m b e r,  t h e  
Fe d e r a l  G o ve r n m e n t  
announced that it was 
investigating the cause of  
the oil spill in Santa Barbara 
which occurred in a facility 
operated by Aiteo. 

The government had 
disclosed this through its 
N i g e r i a n  U p s t r e a m  
Petroleum Regulator y  
Commission. 

Before the leak was 
plugged, Aiteo Eastern 
Exploration and Production 
Company had ear l ie r  
announced that  high-
pressure effusion prevented 
its personnel from plugging 
the wellhead leak around 
the OML 29 southern 
oilfield.

The affected facility 
discharged high volumes of  
crude into the marine 
environment for several 
weeks  a f te r  the  sp i l l  
occurred on November 5, 
2021. Aiteo had reported 
five days later that the 
magnitude of  the incident 
was of  “an extremely high 
order.” 

Crude oil revenue losses 
in Nigeria have lingered due 

to various challenges in the 
sector despite efforts to curb 
them by the government and 
its agencies.

On December 27, it was 
reported that Nigeria lost 
crude oil valued at about 
N556bn between August and 
October last year due to 
p i p e l i n e  v a n d a l i s m ,  
community interferences, 
and sabotage of  oil facilities, 
among others. 

Data compiled from 
N N P C ' s  C r u d e  O i l  

oor mobile networks Pand the limited spread 
of  Internet-enabled 

devices, among others, are 
threatening the acceptance 
of  eNaira across the country, 
a new report by Omaplex 
Law Firm has said. 

The report was titled 
'Omaplex 365: Nigeria 2022 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d 
technological outlook'. 

The Central Bank of  
Nigeria had in October last 
year introduced its digital 
currency, called the eNaira. 

The apex bank said it 
hoped to increase financial 
inclusion and make cross-
border payments easier for 
enterprises, among other 
things, with the introduction 
of  the central bank digital 
currency.

The CBN disclosed 
400,000 accounts  were 
created and over 12,500 
transactions were made 
within a month of  launching 
eNaira. 

According to the report, 

the lack of  quality mobile 
networks and the limited 
spread of  Internet-enabled 
d e v i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  a 
significant bottleneck in the 
acceptance of  the eNaira. 

It  said, “This is  so 
because in most rural regions 
o f  N i g e r i a ,  n e t w o r k 
penetration is still heavily 
dependent on 2G and 3G 
networks,  which spel ls 
d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  e N a i r a 
transactions hinged on the 
internet. 

“Again, owing to the 
i n d i g e n t  s t a t u s  o f  a 
significant fraction of  the 
Nigerian populace, owning 
Internet-enabled devices 
may be put on hold in favour 
o f  m o r e  i m m e d i a t e 
necessities. 

“Accordingly, if  the 
primary stated purpose of  
the creation and launch of  
e N a i r a  i s  t o  p r o m o t e 
financial inclusion, the 
highlighted issues may pose 
a threat to achieving that 
goal.”

The firm commended 
t h e  C B N ' s  e f f o r t s  t o 
overcome some of  the 
existing obstacles. 

“In this circumstance, it 
is highly commendable that 
the CBN in a bid to overcome 
these obstacles has elected to 
deploy the Unstructured 
Supplementary Service Data 
approach in 2022 to reach the 
most remote parts of  the 
country without relying on 
network penetration or 
possessing an internet-
enabled device before users 
can access the numerous 
benefits that the eNaira 
provides,” it said. 

According to the report, 
a further concern associated 
with the launch of  the eNaira 
is the attendant cybersecurity 
threats that may arise. 

It said, “Indeed, owing 
to the fact that the eNaira is 
essentially digital, the threats 
o f  c y b e r c r i m i n a l s , 
compromised networks, and 
possible data losses are all 
digital realities that must be 
tackled head-on. 

“Commendably, the 
CBN has assured Nigerians 

that appropriate processes 
have been put in place to 
protect the eNaira against 
cybercriminals. Similarly, 
h a v i n g  s t u d i e d  t h e 
operational indices of  the 
launch of  the eNaira in the 
country, the International 
Monetary Fund, beyond 
pledging to provide technical 
suppor t  to  Nige r ia  on 
cybersecurity issues, has 
advised that the country 
enhance its capacity to 
conduct regular security 
assessments as a sure way of  
handl ing  cybersecur i ty 
threats.”

“To this end, it is hoped 
that the Federal Government 
will invest in the training of  
security agencies and the 
acquisition of  state-of-the-art 
e q u i p m e n t  t o  c o m b a t 
cybercrime. As Nigeria 
already has comprehensive 
cybersecurity legislation, the 
Cybercrimes Act, 2015, it is 
only pragmatic that the 
enabling grounds to enforce 
its lofty provisions are put in 
place.” 

This implies that the 
value of  crude oil that was 
lost by Nigeria during the 
three-month period was 
about N556bn. 

To curtail the menace, 
stakeholders called for the 
deployment of  the latest 
technologies in securing oil 
infrastructure. 

The National Public 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  
Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of  
Nigeria, Chief  Ukadike 

C h i n e d u ,  s a i d ,  
“Government should deploy 
automated pipelines as well 
as latest technologies to 
protect oil assets.” 

On his part, the former 
President, Association of  
National Accountants of  
Nigeria, Dr Sam Nzekwe, 
said, “We can't be losing 
such huge sums.  The 
government should explore 
other forms of  technology to 
manage this concern.” 
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Nigeria lost N74.51bn oil revenue in December says OPEC

Poor mobile networks, others threaten eNaira
acceptance – Report
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roops of the Nigerian Army(NA) in a joint operations conducted with other security agencies have dislodged Ta stronghold of the proscribed Indigenous People of Biafra ( IPOB) and its armed affiliate, Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) at Lilu Forest in Ihiala Local Government Area of Anambra State. Lilu is a border town 

between Imo and Anambra States, which was hitherto known to be used as an operational base of the group. A 
statement released by Brig. General Onyeama Nwachukwu, the director of Army Public Relations, states that the 
operations, which were conducted in the early hours of Monday 17 January 2022, led to the neutralization of some 
gunmen in a firefight that ensued. However, in a statement on Wednesday, the IPOB Media and Publicity Secretary, 
Emma Powerful, said that the security agencies only unleashed cruelty on the people living in those communities 
claiming they were members of IPOB and ESN. The Indigenous People of Biafra has said that it does not have any 
camp in Lilu, Ihiala in Anambra State. The group claimed that they were not militants or criminals, hence do not 
operate in hidden camps.

fter dislodging the dissidents from their fortress, the dogged 

Atroops recovered 10 Pump Action Shotguns, two locally 

fabricated guns, One Revolver pistol,  rounds of  7.62 mm 

special, live cartridges, machetes and IPOB flags. Other items recovered 

are mobile phones, laptops amongst other dangerous weapons.” The 

operation was jointly conducted by troops of  82 Division, Nigerian Navy, 

211 Quick Response Group of  the Nigerian Air Force, Department of  

State Services and the Nigeria Police. It was a well-coordinated dawn 

attack on the fortress, where plans were been perfected to violently 

enforce the illegitimate sit-at-home declaration by the irredentist groups.

e have also not said there are no more criminal gangs in Biafra land just like Wevery other country even in the advanced western nations. But we won't 
accept the tagging of  every criminal element found in Biafra as an IPOB 

member or ESN operative. “Recall that some of  these criminals were already 
mentioned by IPOB leadership sometime during a broadcast. These hoodlums were a 
creation of  wicked politicians in their desperation to discredit IPOB and ESN.” The 
statement further reads, “In Orsumoghu, Nnewi South, Lilu Orsumenyi of  Ihiala 
LGA of  Anambra State these criminals whose names are Emmanuel aka (Obereagu), 
Innocent Obiekee from Isingwu Orsumoghu, Izuchukwu from Amaduru 
Orsumoghu, Ofordie aka Baby, are the ones impersonating ESN/IPOB members 
using ESN name to commit crimes against the people of  these communities. They are 
not ESN members, the communities involved should use their vigilante group and 
stop them, ESN will help them too. “In Orlu, Imo State, these criminals whose names 
are Agu, 50, Vice, Ojoo are the ones impersonating ESN/IPOB members to demonise 
IPOB and ESN members, they are sponsored by Hope Uzodinma and his co-travellers 
and traitors to demonise IPOB and ESN members in Imo State. “They and their gang 
are collecting illegal levies at the Eke-Ututu market in the name of  ESN when they are 
neither ESN operatives nor IPOB family members. “The people are collecting 
proceeds from innocent communities. Collecting N5, 000 from Orlu people in the 
name of  ESN. These names mentioned or listed in this press statement have been 
declared Persona Non-Grata in Biafraland and they remain so. People must stop 
giving them money they are not ESN operatives and not IPOB volunteers. “They have 
been kidnapping people, snatching cars and raping our women in our territory. IPOB 
volunteers and ESN operatives have also been making efforts to apprehend these 
agents of  sorrow. “Again, ESN does not write letters to people or make calls to people 
requesting funds, funds for what we ask? IPOB and ESN have no dealings with such 
evil activities of  these criminals who are now on the ESN watch list. Be warned and 
stop giving them money in the name of  ESN or IPOB volunteers.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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Lilu Camp and the trade of
words between Army and ESN

We dislodged ESN from Lilu
camp, recovered dangerous
weapons - Army

NwachukwuNwachukwuNwachukwu

Powerful

We're not militants, have no camps
in Lilu forest in Ihiala - IPOB 
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that are struggling against 
poverty in their land and 
amongst their people engage in 
such blatant and reckless 
financial brigandage that attract 
n o  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e 
perpetrators?

Ghana and Nigeria are close 
neighbours along the West 
African coastline, intricately 
connected culturally, socially 
and economical ly.   Both 
countries were colonised by the 
same Great Britain, with similar 
political foundations, to a large 
extent. The foundation of  their 
f o o t b a l l  i s  a l s o  s i m i l a r, 
originally grounded in British 
tradition, honed by England's 
legendary, dribbling wizard, Sir 
Stanley Mathews, who went 
round some African countries 
in the 1950s to influence and 
g lamor ize  the  game  and 
establish the tradition.

Both countries became the 
fiercest rivals on the football 
field but remained the best of  
friends outside it. They must be 
taking pages of  lessons from 
their common experiences at 
AFCON 2021. At this point, 
their interest must be beyond 
the trophy. It must include 
confronting the demons of  
corruption, of  slave mentality, 
of  self-inflicted inferiority 
complex, and of  not valuing 
their own.

Ghanaians are wondering 

why their country should have 
been parting with $35,000 
Dollars every month (and for 
several years), to pay a coach 
w h o  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  o n 
'vacation' abroad in the pretext 
of  coaching a national team of  
players that are all based in 
Europe and unavailable for any 
coaching.

Nigeria's case was worse. 
Nigeria was paying her own 
German coach $45,000 Dollars 
every month for 6 years. Do not 
try to convert to the local 
currency. You will lose your 
sanity if  you do, realizing that 
the humongous sum, deployed 
wisely, could have changed the 
lives of  thousands of  Nigerian 
footballers at the grassroots. 
The thought is so annoying.

After 3 matches in the 
Cameroon, the light of  the 
Black Stars has been dimmed. 
The team has returned home in 
tatters. The foreign Coach waits 
to collect the rest of  his booty 
and to return to his narrow 
interests in old Yugoslavia.

At the same time, the Super 
Eagles are on a new high with a 
Nigerian coach at the head of  a 
consortium of  other Nigerian 
a s s i s t a n t s  i n  a  w h o l l y 
indigenous technical team, 
cruising confidently, soaring 
high, playing football of  the 
Nigerian brand and looking like 
potential champions already. It 

will not surprise anyone if  the 
team gets to the final rounds and 
even wins the coveted trophy.

If  they don't win it, it would 
not matter, because useful 
lessons have already been 
learned and the 'drugs' of  
stupidity would have worn off.

Nigerians have seen enough 
now not to return to the failure 
of  their immediate past.

Personally, I was thinking of  
going to the streets to protest in 
the unlikely event of  Nigerian 
administrators attempting to 
hire another foreign coach and 
further rape our collective 
intelligence. I have changed my 
mind. Now, I shall head for the 
civil courts to stop them.

The Super Eagles have 
become like good red wine, 
maturing nicely from match to 
match and making all Nigerians 
relieved and happy.

Even if  the team were to lose 
at this point, they would have 
saved Nigerians from further 
humil ia t ion and reck less 
financial brigandage. Already, 
they have shown possibilities of  
what the team can do and be 
when handled by their own 
coaches that understand their 
psychology and are grounded in 
the rich culture and tradition of  
Nigerian football.

f  I were the person in charge Iof  sports in Nigeria I would 
instigate the banishment to 

Sambisa Forest of  any football 
administrator that dares to 
suggest that the country imports 
another foreign coach to handle 
any of  the country's national 
football teams.

It is now clear to all that the 
damage done to the psyche of  
the Nigerian people in the past 6 
years, under a German coach 
that could not perform, is 
incalculable, saddling an entire 
country with the humiliating 
burden of  being a party to what 
amounted to '419', a scam, 
paying for services not rendered, 
and making Nigerians, known 
g loba l ly  for  be ing  smar t , 
streetwise and well-educated, 
look like fools and bungling 
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  a 
bemused world.

In the end, having learnt 
their lesson, Nigeria still finds 
that it is still inextricably tied to 
an asphyxiating contract that 
hangs around the neck of  the 
countr y ' s  footbal l ,  s lowly 
sucking its blood whilst the 
'vampire' lounges by a private 
swimming pool in Germany 
laughing a t  the  countr y ' s 
stupidity.

Some nights ago, I realized 
that Nigeria is not alone in this 
shameful situation. Ghana is in a 
s i m i l a r  f i x .  T h i s  i s  a 
neighbouring country that has a 
rich documented history and a 
solid foundation of  international 
and domestic football, and a very 
sophisticated, enlightened and 
knowledgeable followership of  
the game.

Both countries have boarded 
similar boats, and have been 
sailing in similar turbulent seas; 
both have also suffered from the 
affliction of  not knowing when 
to shed off  the cloak of  colonial 
mentali ty,  that  everything 
indigenous is not good enough, 
and anything foreign is better; 
both have stuck to foreign 
coaches to handle their national 
football teams; and both have 
now failed woefully. The debris 
of  their failures now leaves a foul 
smell of  foolishness in the air.

The case of  Ghana is even 
better to understand as the coach 
initially led the Black Stars to a 
successful World Cup outing 
some years ago. Unfortunately, 
reality has been unraveled before 
Ghanaians in the past few days, 
that the World Cup success was a 
smokescreen. The country is 
now paying the price for their 
s h o r t - s i g h t e d n e s s  w i t h , 
probably, the most humiliating 
defeat in their history, losing to a 

team that hardly exists in 
practice, has no records of  any 
sort in African football, has 
never played or a won match in 
any championship in their 
history, a little-known island-
country in the Indian Ocean 
called Comoros Island.

Football may be just a game 
and matches are unpredictable, 
but some things are just not 
acceptable. Like Ghana losing to 
Comoros Islands.

In my close to half  a Century 
re la t ionship  wi th  Afr ican 
football I have not encountered 
Comoros Islands in any football 
competition. Even now, I have 
had to activate the google search 
engine to confirm that the island 
is actually in Africa, and is not 
some exotic faraway Polynesian 
paradise in the Pacific. This 
country of  less than a million 
inhabitants dealt Ghana a most 
humiliating defeat, reducing the 
great Black Stars, with their 
constellation of  professionals in 
several top European clubs, to 
bungling school boys.

The worst part of  this whole 
scenario is the reported story of  
the frustration of  the Ghanaian 
Minister of  Sports who found 
himself  unable, like his Nigerian 
counterpart some weeks ago, to 
extricate his country from the 
stranglehold of  a contract 
document signed with the 
foreign coach that led the 
country down this humiliating 
path, that makes Ghanaians 
look stupid – a contract without 
a clause about how to get rid of  a 
non-performing coach without 
e m p t y i n g  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s 
treasury.

I read about the reports from 
Ghana and realise that Nigeria, a 
country of  people globally 
renowned for being smart and 
streetwise, is also still unable to 
unshackle itself  from a similar 
contract, with the shadow of  
Gernot Rohr still hovering over 
the country. Nigeria is yet to pay 
the German his severance fees. 
The country might have to 
empty its treasury to do so, or 
end up in the jail of  FIFA.

Yet, even as the matter 
remained unsettled, another 
plan was being hatched to hire 
another foreign coach to take 
over the same team. There was 
obviously a 'madness' virus in 
the air.  Did anyone think 
Nigerians will accept being 
taken down the same old, tested 
and failed path again?

What is wrong with Nigeria 
and Ghana, these two so-called 
African football giants, that 
makes them fall for such cheap 
crap, a scam, clearly designed to 
feast the beasts of  corruption? 
Why would these two countries 
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A tale of  two countries: Between Nigeria and Ghana
By Segun Odegbami

Super Eagles of Nigeria

Black Stars of Ghana
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uper Eagles' first-

Schoice goalkeeper, 
Maduka Okoye has 

been the cynosure of  all 
eyes especially ladies in the 
ongoing Africa Cup of  
Nations (AFCON) 2021.

Nicknamed “Madu”, his 
good looks and impressive 
physique has set many 

eal Madrid boss, RCarlo Ancelotti, 
has insisted that 

Eden Hazard will not be 
leaving the club during this 
summer's transfer window 
d e s p i t e  t h e  r e c e n t 
speculation.

T h e  B e l g i u m 
international has again 
struggled to make his mark 
fo r  Los  B lancos  th i s 
season, managing just one 
goal and two assists in 17 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  a l l 
competitions.

Newcastle United have 
been strongly linked with 
the attacker, and it was 
thought that Real Madrid 
would attempt to move 
him on this summer to 
m a k e  r o o m  f o r  n e w 
signings.

However, Ancelotti 
has said that the 31-year-
old is in the club's plans for 
the 2022-23 campaign.

“Hazard is in our plans 
for the next season, I can 
confirm,” Ancelotti told 

reporters.
Hazard, who has also 

been linked with a return 
to Chelsea, came off  the 
bench to score a late 
winner against Elche in the 
last-16 stage of  the Copa 

del Rey on Thursday night.
The Belgian, who has 

struggled with a number of  
injury problems during his 
time at Bernabeu, is also in 
the squad for Sunday's La 
Liga clash with Elche.

wear the green and white.
8. On 22 February 2019, 

he was invited to the 
Nigerian U23 Team for the 
2019 African U-23 Cup of  
Nations qualifier against 
Libya U-23 by Imama 
Amapakabo, the coach of  
the Nigeria U23 Team, but 
failed to make a debut, due 
to club engagement.

9.  On 9 May 2019, 
Maduka was again invited 
to the Nigerian U23 Team 
for the 2019 African U-23 
Cup of  Nations qualifier 
against Sudan U-23.

10. On 26 July 2019, the 
coach of  the Nigerian 
National Team, Gernot 

tongues wagging.
Okoye's profile has been 

on the  r i se  s ince  the 
y o u n g s t e r  b e c a m e  a 
Nigerian international.

T h e  G e r m a n - b o r n 
goalie made his debut for 
the Super Eagles against 
Brazil in October 2019 
when he was valued at 

Rohr, hinted that he is 
sh i f t ing  h i s  focus  to 
Maduka as he looks to 
solve the goalkeeping crisis 
that has rocked his team 
since Carl Ikeme quit due 
to illness.

11. On 14 August 2019, 
Rohr invited Maduka for a 
friendly against Ukraine 
that was played on 10 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9  i n 
Dnipro-Arena.

12. On 13 October 2019, 
he made his international 
debut as a substitute in a 
friendly match against 
Brazil, which ended 1–1.

€ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  s t i l l 
s truggling at  For tuna 
Dusseldorf.

T h e  G e r m a n - b o r n 
goalie played for the youth 
teams of  Bayer Leverkusen 
and Fortuna Düsseldorf  
prior to his transfer to 
Sparta Rotterdam in July 
2020.

On the back of  his 
excellent performances in 
2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 ,  S p a r t a 
Ro t t e r d a m  e x t e n d e d 
Okoye's contract and they 
are hoping to make a tidy 
profit if  he is sold before 
June 2025.

Here are things you need to 
know about him:

1 .  M a d u k a  E m i l i o 
Okoye (born 28 August 
1 9 9 9 )  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Düsseldorf to a Nigerian 
father  and a German 
mother.

2. He left Nigeria at six 
and did not return for 14 
years.

3 .  Bor n  o f  Enugu -
Niger ia  fa ther  and  a 
German mother, he spent 
brief  times in Enugu, 
Abuja, and Lagos before 
he was ferried to Germany 
w h e r e  h e  s p e n t  h i s 
f o r m a t i ve  ye a r s  a n d 
became a professional 
footballer.

4. He was groomed at 
B a y e r  L e v e r k u s e n ' s 
academy before joining 
Fortuna Dusseldorf  in 
2017 where he manned the 

post for the reserves.
5. In July 2020, Okoye 

signed for Eredivise side 
Sparta Rotterdam.

6. On 30 November 
2 0 1 7 ,  f o r m e r  c o a c h 
Gernot Rohr talked about 
his plans to invite Maduka 
to the National Team 
before the 2018 World Cup 
but the plans weren't 
successful

7. On 20 February 2019, 
d u r i n g  a n  i n t e r v i e w 
conducted by German-
based sports journalist, 
Oma Akatugba, Maduka 
hinted that he's open to an 
invitation by the National 
Team and ever willing to 

l g e r i a  c a p t a i n 

ARiyad Mahrez has 
been given a week-

long holiday by his club, 
Manchester City after his 
country's elimination from 
the 2021 Africa Cup of  
Nations in Cameroon.

The 30-year-old winger 
played every minute in the 
Desert Foxes' disappointing 
campaign which came to an 
end on Thursday after a 3-1 
defeat to Ivory Coast in 
their final Group E match.

Prior to the clash with 
Ivory Coast, the Desert 
Foxes had suffered a shock 
1-0 loss to Equatorial 
Guinea and also drawn 0-0 
with tournament debutants, 
Sierra Leone.

The last time Mahrez 
played for Man City was on 
January 1 when he scored 
the equaliser in their 2-1 
comeback win over Arsenal 
in a Premier League game.

“Holiday for a week. 
After the African Cup of  
Nations, he has permission 
to take one week off  and 

come back with the team 
next week,” City manager 
Pep Guardiola said on 
Reuters.

The left-footed player 
w i l l  n ow  m i s s  C i t y ' s 
Premier  League c lash 
against Southampton on 
Saturday as Guardiola's 
side look to extend their 
lead at the top of  the league 
standings.

Mahrez is likely to 
return action for City when 
they face off  with Fulham 
in the FA Cup fourth round 
on February 5 after the 
u p c o m i n g  F I F A 

icolas Pepe has 

Ngiven the entire 
Arsenal fanbase 

an insight into the future of  
his Gunners teammate 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang while away 
on international duty.

A r s e n a l ' s  r e c o r d -
signing is a long way from 
north London as he aims to 
inspire his Ivory Coast side 
to Africa Cup of  Nations 
glory in Cameroon but club 
matters are never far away 
as the winger found out 
during some down-time at 
his team's hotel.

The £72m wide-man 

was pressed on whether 
Aubameyang will remain 
an Arsenal player beyond 
this transfer window amid 
speculation surrounding 
his future after he has been 
exiled from the first-team 
fold by manager Mikel 

Arteta.
A short video released 

on social media showed an 
Arsenal fan asking Pepe “Is 
Aubameyang leaving or is 
h e  s t a y i n g ? ”  w h i c h 
prompted an interesting 
response from the Ivorian.

international break.
“They will have a few 

days off  to rest a little bit 
[during the FIFA break]. 
Most of  them never have a 
week off  because they go to 
the national teams. They 
can spend time with their 
famil ies  and f r iends,” 
Guardiola added.

“We spoke with the 
club and it's not safe enough 
to go there all together right 
n o w  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
coronavirus. We decide that 
ever yone can go with 
themse lves  wi th  the i r 
families.”
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ery unfortunate, the 

VNigeria Road Traffic 
Management agencies 

such as the Federal Road Safety 
Corps, (FRSC), The Nigeria 
Police and Department of  Road 
Transport Services have wired 
off  the expected vision and 
concentrates on extortion and 
illegal revenue collection and 
generation. 

It is a truism  that officials 
of  these Road Control and 
Traffic Management  Agencies 
have currently tied servitude  to 
revenue collection, even when 
good roads which is completely 
lacking in most parts of  the 
c o u n t r y  e s p e c i a l l y,  t h e 
Southeastern divide,  is  a 
fundamental factor for an 
achievable road safety vision 
that measures our nation with 
the global standard.

It is worthy of  note that, the 
task of  ensuring good roads and 
safer travels does not end with 
siren-patrols and decorated 
uniforms with Road Safety 
Cor ps  and  o the r  Tra f f i c 
Management Agencies.

The fact is that the number 
of  fatalities and casualties 
resulting from road crashes 
r e su l t ing  f rom bad  road 
network is alarming. 

Despite the surfeit of  traffic 
safety agencies, Nigerian roads 
are horrendously unsafe. The 
Road Safety Agencies appear 
more interested in generating 
revenue than ensuring road 
safety. 

R e a l l y,  m a n y  o f  t h e 
country's several kilometres of  
roads are dilapidated, ill-
maintained and potholed. The 
result is a heavy toll on lives 
being lost through avoidable 
road crashes. 

In most of  the Nigerian 
cit ies,  Vehicle Inspection 
Officers, (VIOs) Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC), Nigeria 
Police, and other Transport and 
Road management officers, 

a n d  p a s s e n g e r s .  T h e s e 
unhealthy contraptions are 
often given a free pass by law 
enforcement officers, who 
routinely extort their drivers 
while turning a blind eye to the 
danger they pose to road users.

Though the FRSC has been 
enforcing the use of  seatbelts 

d a i ly  b e s i e ge  t h e  r o a d s, 
checking vehicle documents, 
but paying less attention to the 
safety of  road users and free 
traffic flow. Shamefully, rickety 
trucks with bad, misaligned 
tyres and buses unfi t  for 
conveying even animals still 
patrol the roads ferrying goods 

and sanctioning mobile phone 
use by drivers, it has failed to 
devote crucial attention to the 
engineering aspect of  road 
safety – a critical gap that 
requires urgent bridging. 

For the purpose of  clarity, 
Nigeria deserves to have a Road 
Safety vision where it will 

become unacceptable  for 
people to die or get seriously 
injured due to road traffic 
crashes/accidents. 

Aside, very bad roads, 
decrepit vehicles, careless 
d r i v i n g ,  p o o r  v e h i c l e 
maintenance, the menace of  
heavy duty vehicles such as 
petroleum tankers and trailers. 

Other causative risk factors 
are over speeding; driving while 
in toxicated  or  under  the 
inf luence of  psychoactive 
substances; non-compliance or 
absence of  safety provisions 
(helmet, seat belt etc); use of  
mobile phones while driving, 
dangerous road blocks without 
the appropriate signposts and 
non-compliance with highway 
code. 

Hence, the pertinent need 
to proper measures to stem the 
current trend of   inroad traffic 
fatalities and injuries with the 
attendant wastages, resulting 
from road crashes.

Enforcing safety in un-safe roads:
The burden of Nigeria FRSC

“

71-year-old chief
kidnapped, murdered for
alleged adultery

Nigeria lost N74.51bn oil
revenue in December says OPEC

Though the FRSC has been enforcing 
the use of seatbelts and sanctioning 

mobile phone use by drivers, it has failed 
to devote crucial attention to the 

engineering aspect of road safety – a 
critical gap that requires urgent bridging.

FRSC officers on duty


