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NEWS

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

E
x-Biafra police of-
ficers under the aus-
pices of  the Associa-

tion of  War Affected Police 
Officers (AWARPO) have 
expressed gratitude to Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
and the Pension Transition-
al Arrangement Directorate 
(PTAD), for paying their 
pensions and gratuity.

The organisation is the 
body of  police officers from 
South East and South South 
who were retired with igno-
miny after the end of  the Ni-
geria-Biafra Civil War of  the 
1960s.

AWARPO President, Mat-
thew Udeh,  made the com-

Ex-Biafra police officers laud Buhari 
over pension payment 

mendation yesterday in Enu-
gu in a goodwill message at 
a two-day stakeholders form 
organised by PTAD for pen-
sioners from the South East 
Region held at the Destiny 
Events Centre, Enugu.

The gathering was also 
used to test the PTAD elec-
tronic data capturing scheme 
called, “I Am Alive,” aimed 
at ensuring that only living 
pensioners received pen-
sions, not ghost pensioners.

Udeh said they will forev-
er remain eternally grateful 
to President Mohammadu 
Buhari and the PTAD man-
agement who deemed it fit to 
recall them after thirty years 
they were laid off  without 
any compensation.

According to him, but for 

the amnesty granted them, 
all the years they spent serv-
ing Nigeria before the civil 
war broke out would have 
been in vain, but expressed 
gratitude to God that they 
were eventually recalled and 
retired honourably. “We are 
happy. We were recalled and 
retired honourably after 30 
years,” the AWARPO presi-
dent said.

He however said that it was 
difficult getting their statistics 
but that through the Police 
Service Commission, “were 
able to piece our pieces.

Udeh disclosed that it was 
the dogged effort of  the for-
mer Executive Secretary, 
PTAD, Mrs. Sharon Ikazor, 
who is now the junior min-
ister of  the Ministry of  Envi-

ronment, who presented their 
case before President Buhari 
that they were enrolled in the 
pensions scheme which they 
are now enjoying today.

The AWARPO president 
disclosed that before Ikazor 

Ezeship: We intend to produce best 
candidate - Anambra community

A
s Oba community in 
Idemili South, Anam-
bra State is navigating 

the critical terrain of  getting 
a replacement for the EzeO-
kpoko stool, an Aspirant, 
Chief  Obi Ufondu Dikedio-
ramma, Ochiagha Idemili has 
appealed to NdiOba to be pa-
tient with the Isu village say-
ing that the quarter intends to 
field the best candidates that 
will be generally acceptable to 
ascend the revered throne of 
Oba ebo iteghete.

After the transition of  late 
Igwe Peter Ezenwa, Eze-Ok-
poko 1 of  Oba the communi-
ty recoursed to the constitu-
tion which upholds rotational 
traditional rulership for a re-
placement.

Isu and Okuzu quarters 
showed major interest hence 
more aspirants from both 
quarters picked the EzeOk-
poko II forms. Okuzu quar-
ters had presented their two 
candidates while the formal 
presentation of  the two can-
didates from Isu seemed dif-
ficult.

Speaking to newsmen at 
his country home Isu village, 
Oba, Chief  Ufondu com-
mended the Oba leadership 
for obliging the request by Isu 
Welfare Association (IWA) to 
present their candidate on or 
before January 31, 2022.

“People should know that 
nothing good comes easy. 
Good things are not cheap. 
Those who wait on God be-
come favoured. We pleaded 
that Isu quarter should be giv-
en till 31st January to select a 
credible candidate.

“People are seeing it that 
we are taking much time but 
we are being meticulous, go-
ing for the best because you 
do not test the depth of  the 
waters with two legs.

“We have a challenge in Isu 
because we have been trying 

to do selection but where it 
fails then election is inevita-
ble.

“Take note of  this state-
ment: Any candidate that 
emerges from Isu quarter will 
eventually take over the man-
tle of  leadership of  Oba,” said 
Chief  Ufondu.

Chief  Ufondu further 
advised IWA, Elders and 
stakeholders in Isu quarter 
to ensure transparency, fair-
ness and objectivity in the 
selection process saying that 
he that goes to equity must go 
with clean hands.

“Let the truth be told at all 
costs. Do not sideline, under-
ate or underestimate the pow-
er of  any individual,” said 
Ufondu.

In his remarks, the Pres-
ident of  IWA, Chief  Osita 
Ubadi assured Oba leader-

2023: Ohanaeze urges 
political class
to support Igbo presi-
dency 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Vice Presi-
dent-General of  
Ohaneze Ndigbo 

worldwide Chief  Damian 
Okeke Ogene has urged po-
litical gladiators to support 
the present drive to pro-
duce the President of  Igbo 
extraction, in February 18, 
2023 Presidential election.

Speaking to Journalists in 
Awka, on Saturday, Chief  
Okeke-Ogene said this 
would provide a permanent 
solution to most challenges 
confronting the country.

He noted that while it is 
within the constitutional 
right of  individuals to seek 
any political position they 
are qualified for, Nigeri-
ans have moral obligation 
to support Ndigbo to pro-
duce the next president of  
the country in the spirit of  
fairness, equity and good 
conscience.

He also said that an Igbo 

President will use his en-
terprising disposition and 
sense of  industry to acceler-
ate over all development of  
the country without relying 
on oil revenue as well as en-
sure political stability and 
end to agitations and youth 
restiveness.

Okeke Ogene, explained 
that when every part of  the 
country is given a sense of  
belonging, complain of  
marginalization will be-
come a thing of  the past 
and the country will work 
towards actualizing true 
federalism that will encour-
age competition and higher 
productivity among the fed-
erating units.

He challenged Ndigbo 
to produce credible candi-
dates that will have national 
acceptance and have ability 
to effectively compete with 
others and assured that 
Ohaneze Ndigbo will give 
them necessary backing to 
succeed.

ship and community that 
presenting the EzeOkpoko II 
candidates from Isu quarter 
on or before January 31, 2022 
was sacrosanct.

“The delay is not intention-
al. The fact remains that we 
want to get it right. An adage 
says what is worth doing is 
worth doing well.

“Isu villages have personal-
ities of  different calibres from 
all walks of  life. So we do not 
want to make a mistake that 
will leave casualties or be 
faulted by majority.

“All hands are on deck. IWA 
executives, Ichies & Chiefs, 
lsu leaders of  thoughts, stake-
holders are working round the 
clock to ensure that the right 
and credible candidates that 
could become the next EzeO-
kpoko are presented,” said 
Ubadi.

left, they had been paid all 
their outstanding entitle-
ments.

He however expressed grat-
itude that the PTAD Exec-
utive Secretary, Dr. Chioma 
Ejikeme who succeeded Ika-

zor has been helpful and has 
ensured that they continued 
to receive their pensions.

He only appealed that the 
next of  kin of  their diseased 
colleagues should be allowed 
to collect their relatives’ dues.

Ihiagwa, Umuoma residents
urge govt to expedite road 
construction
By Ikenna Orioha

R
esidents of  Ihiagwa 
and Umuoma Nek-
ede  communities 

of  Owerri West, have urged 
Imo State government to 
quickly construct their de-
plorable road to ease move-
ment, as well as strengthen 
economic activities with a 
view to reducing poverty 
and insecurity at the areas.

The people made the call 
through Osinachi Amadi, 
Unanka Damian and Duru 
Iheanyi while speaking with 
News Echo on Wednesday 
at Umuoma Nekede during 
an interview.

Osinachi Amadi who 
is an indigene of  Ihiagwa 
community and a teacher, 
urged “government to come 
back to site and complete 
the road to make movement 
easier, as well as strengthen 

economic activities at Ihiag-
wa. Over the years, we have 
been suffering and spending 
a lot of  money due to the 
deplorable road”.

Just as Unanka Dami-
an and Duru, residents of  
Umuoma Nekede commu-
nity and farmers, appealed 
to Imo State government 
to ensure that it fulfills its 
promise made to the peo-
ple during the recently held 
Imo stakeholders meeting 
of  completing the Naze/
Nekede/Umuoma/Ihiagwa 
road.

They regretted that the 
“deplorable road is causing 
untold hardship for resi-
dents of  Umuoma Nekede 
and others who use the 
road”, urging government to 
march its words with action 
to relieve them from untold 
hardship being caused by 
the bad road.

Anambra vigilante man in police net
for assaulting police woman
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

P
olice in Anambra said 
it has arrested a com-
mander of  Anambra 

vigilante services who tor-
tured a policewoman in a 
trending video.

News Echo reports that 
a video had surfaced on 
the internet on Wednesday, 
showing the vigilante com-
mander harassing a police-
woman, and even torturing 
her.

Confirming the arrest, 
state police command im-
agemaker, DSP Toochukwu 
Ikenga said upon seeing the 
video, the state commission-
er of  police, CP Echeng Ew-
oro quickly went to work, 
and the incident was found 
to have happened at Nnobi, 
and the vigilante command-

Lawmaker
empowers 
constituents 
From Karen James, Nnewi

M
ember, repre-
senting Orumba 
North/ South 

Federal Constituency in the 
House of  Representatives, 
Hon. Okwudili Ezenwank-
wo has empowered his 
constituents, made up of  81 
communities. 

The yearly empowerment, 
which took place at Okaa/
Agbiligba Library Field, 
Nanka attracted traditional 
rulers, politicians, traders, 
friends and well-wishers. 

Earlier in his speech, 
Ezenwankwo said: ``this 
kind gesture started in 2006; 
it started from the scratch, 
where we gave away many 
things, believing that it was 
the only way we could help 
others.  

``Since I can afford things 
for my family during Christ-
mas, why not extend it to 
others no matter how little. 

``I do not have anything 
in mind, but just to provide 
for others and since then, 
it has taken root in me. I 
thank the traders for encour-
aging me to vie for a higher 
political post. ``This is my 
two years and five months 
in the House of  Represent-
atives and I have done many 
things that I have lost count 
of. 

``I have 80 motorcycles, 
30 tricycles, generators, 
20 refrigerators, gas cylin-
ders,10 shuttle buses, 20 
engines, not less than 800 
bags of  rice, I have award-
ed grants worth millions 
of  Naira to no fewer than 
1,000 persons. 

``We have achieved about 
80 per cent completion of 
some ongoing projects in 
31 communities in Orumba 
North/South, and from this 
January, I will start the inau-
guration of  the completed 
ones.”. 

``We have some projects 
in Nanka because they gave 
me the highest number of 
votes as I received about 30 
percent votes from Nanka 
while other communities 
have 2,3 to 8 projects. 

``We inaugurated a water 
project in Amako, Umu-
nabo communities and the 
road to Ezinato community, 
this January; we will open 
roads in Oko, Awa, Owere 
Ezukala and Nanka.”

er involved has been arrest-
ed.

Ikenga said: “The Com-
missioner of  Police An-
ambra State Command, 
Echeng Echeng  wished to 
inform the general public, 
especially Ndi Anambra 
that the Commander of  
Anambra State Vigilan-
tee alleged to be torturing 
a female police officer on 
12th January 2022 at Awu-
da Nnobi security office, is 
now in custody.

 “Following as seen on 
a trending video on social 
media, where some mem-
bers of  the Anambra Vig-
ilante group (AVG), were 
seen harassing and tortur-
ing a female in their office 
at Awuda Nnobi. The CP 
ordered immediate arrest 
of  the commander and in-
vestigation has since com-
mence.”
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Don’t expect much from Soludo in first
tenure, says APGA chieftain 

Governor Hope Uzodinma of Imo State �anked by the heads of security agencies in Imo State as he signs the condolence register 
in commemoration of the 2022 Armed Forces Remembrance Day at the Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu Stadium Owerri last Saturday..  
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
chieftain of  the 
All Progressives 
Grand Alliance 

(APGA), Chief  Prince 
Ikechukwu Tabansi has 
said that much should not 
be expected from the Gov-
ernor-elect of  Anambra 
state, Prof. Charles Solu-
do in the first phase of  his 
administration due to the 
state economic instability.

Tabansi also said that 
Soludo would not likely 
be in a hurry to do certain 
things alleging that the 
outgoing governor, Chief  
Willie Obiano misman-

aged the blossoming econ-
omy of  the state on frivo-
lous projects.

Speaking to journalists, 
on Monday, at his coun-
try home, Nri kingdom in 
Anaocha local district of  
the state, Tabansi noted 
that bad condition of   the 
roads in the state was quite 
appalling, stressing that, 
“It’s true that we have a 
functioning brand new air-
port, but that should not 
compel him to neglect oth-
er projects just for a single 
project to stand. 

“So, I don’t think I ex-
pect much from Soludo in 
his first term because he 
has to struggle a lot to pay 

the workers among other 
responsibilities in the state.

“As I don’t expect much, 
I still believe that in the 
long run, Soludo is going 
to be among the greatest 
achievers recorded in the 
history of  Anambra state.”

He continued, “I didn’t 
work for Prof. Soludo be-
cause of  his wealth or for 
any pecuniary benefits. 
Rather I had x-rayed the 
whole candidates and later 
discovered that Soludo to 
me is the better candidate 

in all put together and he 
has proven it to be a good 
economic manager.

“Even when he was the 
governor of  Central Bank 
of  Nigeria, everybody 
witnessed his landmark 
achievements in the finan-
cial world. I believe that 
he is going to do well but 
he should be given enough 
space to proof  his mettle.”

When asked about har-
bouring grudges against 
Gov. Obiano, Tabansi stat-
ed, “No, I don’t have any 

crossbar with the Gover-
nor, but in governance, you 
should carry everybody 
along. The day you start 
differentiating between 
Aguleri frontiers and oth-
er people from other clans 
in a particular administra-
tion, things will definitely 
start going wrong.

“The Anambra state 
economy has been ground-
ed since two years ago be-
cause Gov. Obiano over-
looked his people and they 
kept squandering our com-

monwealth.
“To buttress this point, 

take a look into our state 
motor parks. When I was 
in charge of  parks in Onit-
sha, I was generating over 
#97million every month. 

“But for the past two 
years when the Governor’s 
wife took over the manage-
ment of  parks, they only 
realize less than #47mil-
lion for the state govern-
ment, where does the re-
maining go to? He asked.

Woman, 3 others remanded
in prison for alleged murder

 From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
Magistrate Court 
sitting in Umuahia, 
Abia State presided 

over by Magistrate Nwank-
pa Chuks  has remanded 
four persons at the Nigeria  
correctional service centre  
Umuahia for alleged mur-
der.

The defendants Amarachi 
Innocent ‘F’(50years) Obiu-
to Nwankwo ‘M’(41Years), 
Ikeagwuchi Jacob (31Years) 
Iheakachi Onyedinmanazu 
(40years) and Others at large 
were said to have on the 31st 
day of  June 2021, at Umun-
wankwo Village Umuchima 
Nnaji Autonomous Com-
munity in Isialangwa North 
Magisterial District unlaw-
fully conspired amongst 
themselves to commit felony 
to wit; Murder of  one Chi-
ma Ephraim, thereby com-
mitting offence punishable 
under section 324 of  the 
criminal code cap 80 vol. 3 
laws of  Abia State 2005.

On the second count, they 
were said to be at the same 
place & date with offensive 
weapons such as machetes, 
sticks and beat up, wound-
ed one Chima Ephraim all 
over his body which caused 
his death and threw his body 
into a flowing River and 
thereby committed an of-
fence punishable under sec-
tions 319(1) of  the criminal 
code cap 80 vol. 3 laws of  
Abia State 2005.

The Magistrate Court af-
ter hearing the matter, ruled 
that it lacked Jurisdiction 
over the matter as it was a 
murder case and therefore,  
ordered that the defendants 
be remanded at the correc-
tional service centre Umua-
hia, adding that they could 
apply  for  bail at a High 

Court and ordered that the 
original case file be trans-
mitted to the office of  the 
Attorney -General for fur-
ther actions.

Speaking with journalists 
at the court premises af-
ter the case, the mother of  
the deceased, Mrs. Ngozi 
Ogaloye  said her son was 
allegedly killed, butchered, 
put into a bag and was 
thrown into the Imo River 
by the accused .

 Ogaloye said she lost her 
husband since 2014 at the 
age of  44 years old, adding 
that since June 2021 she had 
been looking for her son 
who travelled home and was 
nowhere to be found. 

She said a friend who 
came back home from La-
gos for Christmas informed 
her that her son was killed 
seven Months ago.

She said one of  the ac-
cused, Amarachi Innocent 
who is a wife to the elder 
brother of  the deceased’s 
father allegedly made a con-
fessional statement of  her 
involvement in the murder 
while in police custody.

 Also speaking Mr. Tony 
Barry Nwaduba a Justice of  
peace from Delta state and a 
cousin to the mother of  the 
deceased described his re-
lation’s murder as pathetic, 
a strong injustice to human 
for people to kill the young 
boy and threw his corpse 
into a river, and asked for 
permission to exhume the 
corpse.

He further appealed to the 
state Government to look 
into the matter to prevent 
subsequent reoccurrence 
and appreciated the Abia 
State Police command as 
they have shown they are 
professional Police men, for 
doing marvelously well in 
discharging their duties.

From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha 

W
ife of  Anambra 
State Governor, 
Mrs. Ebelechuk-

wu Obiano has been urged 
to run for a seat in the senate, 
to represent Anambra North 
Senatorial zone in the 2023 
general election.

News Echo gathered that, if 
Mrs. Obiano heeds the call, 
she would be squared against 
former Aviation minister and 
current senator representing 
Anambra North, Senator 
Stella Oduah.

The youths in Oyi Local 
Government Area of  An-
ambra State, under the aegis 
of  United Ogbunike Youths 
Association (UOYA), at the 
weekend urged the wife of 
the Anambra State Gover-
nor to contest for senate to 
represent Anambra North in 
the forthcoming general elec-
tions.

The group explained that 
the reason behind their quest 
was for her to continue to do 
good work, as well as attract 
more development to Anam-
bra North constituency.

The National President 
of  the group, Mr. Okonkwo 
Ikechukwu, who spoke to 

journalists, over the week-
end, after a meeting said the 
group has observed that Mrs. 
Obiano recorded tremendous 
human and infrastructur-
al development, during her 
husband’s administration, de-
spite not holding any office.

Okonkwo said contesting 
and winning a Senate seat 
would offer her veritable op-
portunities to continue to pro-
mote human development.

“Mrs Obiano empowered 
many of  our youths in Og-
bunike. She has placed some 
in various lofty positions. 

Youths of  Anambra North 
are beckoning on her to de-
clare interest in the Senate 
race.

“Apart from what she is do-
ing in Anambra State, right 
now, she is giving a facelift to 
maternity homes in Osile and 
Ifite Ogbunike.

“Before now, Ogbunike 
never produced a Chairman 
in Oyi Local Government 
Area (LGA), but through 
her quest for equity, Oyi now 
has a Transition Commit-
tee Chairman, Dr. Nnamdi 
Nwadiogbu.

“All these were part of  our 
demands in 2014 when we 
paid her a courtesy visit, a few 
months after the assumption 
of  her husband as Governor.  
From our observation, she 
has commenced her promise 
to complete the construction 
of  Oye Olisa road to Umunya 
community.

“She cannot stop at this lev-
el, but ought to come into pol-
itics. So, we urge our people 
to continue to express their 
gratitude to her, to enable her 
to do more in touching more 
lives,” Okonkwo said.

2023: Group urges Obiano’s wife to run for senate

Four allegedly killed in Ebonyi communal war

our people have been Freportedly killed in a 
c o m m u n a l  w a r 

between the people of  Ukawu 
and Isinkwo communities in 
Onicha local government area 
of  Ebonyi State, even as their 
corpses were allegedly taken 
by their attackers.

The people of  Ukawu 
community had on Tuesday, 
went to a beach which has 
been causing dispute between 
the two communit ies  to 
excavate sand which has been 
a source of  livelihood to the 
communities,  only to be 
allegedly attacked by the 
Isinkwo warriors. During the 
attack, four people were 
allegedly killed.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
community source, the Ukawu 
people tried taking advantage 

of  the sit at home order, 
thinking that the area would be 
calm not knowing that their 
opponents had already laid 
ambush.

"When our people got to 
the beach, the Isinkwo people 
opened fire on us and we had to 
run for our lives. But on getting 
to our meeting point  we 
discovered that four people 
were missing.

"Some of  us confirmed 
they saw when they were shot 
dead and their corpses taken 
away. The worse was that we 
were taken unawares. We didn't 
go with gun because we never 
anticipated any attack. For 
sometimes now the area has 
been calm", the source stated.

One of  the victims, as 
gathered was identified as 
Offor Ujebe, in his mid 30's 
with three children and the last 
child is about 9months, while 

the identity of  the other three 
v i c t i m s  w e r e  y e t  t o  b e 
ascertained at the time of  
filling this report.

W h e n  c o n t a c t e d  o n 
phone, Ujebe's wife who had 
already lost her voice, stated;" 
they just called me that I 
should start coming back to the 
village from Abakaliki, and I 
left with my three children. On 
getting to the village now they 
are telling me that my husband 
went to the beach were they 
normally work and there was 
an attack and they are yet to see 
him till now." 

When contacted, the 
police Spokesperson in the 
State, DSP Loveth Odah, said 
the report had not reached her 
table, but was hopeful that 
before the day runs out she 
would get the signal.

From David Eze,
Abakaliki
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W
ith the rising spate of 
insecurity in virtually all 
parts the nation, there is 

an increasing fears amongst major 
stakeholders in the country that the 
2023 general elections may either 
not hold or hold less success and 
increased casualties.

Undoubtedly, security is key 
to conducting any election whose 
outcome would be acceptable to 
parties involved.

It is very obvious that the level 
of insecurity which is ravaging the 
country poses a serious threat to 
democratic stability, dependable and 
transparent 2023 general elections, 
hence, the threats must be effectively 
tackled to ensure the smooth conduct 
of the elections.

It should be noted that unless 
elections are conducted in an 
environment that is peaceful and 
secure, its integrity and even the 
legitimacy of the outcome of that 
election will be questionable as it 
is well acclaimed all over the world 
that security challenges undermine 
electoral integrity. It constrains or 
disrupts preparations and conducts 
of elections and therefore leads 
to partial or totally illegitimate 
electoral outcomes.

As we look forward to the 2023 
general elections, there is increasing 
apprehension that the pervasive 
insecurity situation in the country 
may present a formidable obstacle if 
not an obstruction to that election, 
if not appropriately and effectively 
mitigated; security challenges would 
pose the most serious danger to the 
integrity of election processes if it 
even to hold.

Therefore, the major problem 
facing the President Muhammadu 
Buhari, led government now, just 
before the 2023 general elections, is 
how to decimate the insecurity in the 
country. 

While Boko Haram is yet to be 
crushed as promised by Buhari, 
during his electioneering campaign, 

the North-west states started 
experiencing banditry activities. 
Sadly, Zamfara, Katsina, Sokoto 
and Kaduna states have become the 
dens of bandits. These notorious 
bandits have continued to attack, 
kill and abduct helpless farming 
communities. 

The North-central states are still 
battling with farmers/herdsmen 
crises. Our security personnel have 
increasingly become the target of 
hoodlums. The daily horrific trending 
news emerging from the South-
east states, where police and other 
men in uniform are being killed, 
justifies the escalating tension in the 
country. With this alarming rate of 
insecurity pervading the country and 
the government perceived ineptitude 
or lackadaisical attitude towards 
addressing it, one is forced to wonder 
whether the 2023 general election 
will be possible or not. Election can 
only be conducted in an atmosphere 
devoid of rancour. 

Following, the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Chairman, Professor 
Mahmood Yakubu’s announcement 
of February 18, 2023, as date for the 
nation’s presidential election, which 
is about 359 days away from today. 
We are therefore in doubt with the 
possibilities of the Muhammadu 
Buhari’s administration capacity 
to annihilate growing insecurity in 
the country before the forthcoming 
general elections.

We are further poised to ask 
these mind bugging questions:  How 
do people come out to vote in an 
atmosphere of insecurity? How can we 
protect the votes? How do we ensure 
that every vote will count? How do we 
protect transmit election results even 
as President Buhari refused to sign the 
amended Electoral Bill into law?

In a country where insecurity is 
usually politicised, there are doubts 
and fears that politicians would 
exploit the current disarray to 
intimidate their opponents.

2023 general election: 
Insecurity poses 
daunting challenge

Our TeamOur Team
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By Prof Obiaraeri

DNA test not the only proof of 
paternity under Nigerian Law

It needs to be restated that both under the 
received English law and Customary laws 
applicable in Nigeria, the fact of valid and 
subsisting marriage raises a presumption 

of paternity of children born within wedlock. 
Based on the presumption raised in paragraph 
8 above, an outsider (being a male adulterer), 
cannot successfully claim paternity of a child 

during the pendency of a lawful marriage 
without exposing himself to legal action for 

damages for adultery.

provisions of  a statute.
DNA test as proof  of 

paternity is foreign, alien 
or unknown to indigenous 
customary law usages. 

To prove paternity 
under customary law, 
what is needed is evidence 
of  a subsisting marriage.

Thus, DNA test is not 
needed to prove paternity 
if  there is a clear evidence 
of  valid and subsisting 
marriage under customary 
law.

This is also true of 
English law although 
customary law position 
on proof  of  paternity is 
more accommodating 
and can even be said 
to be in sync with the 
right to freedom from 
discrimination guaranteed 
under section 42(2) of 
the 1999 Constitution as 
amended to the effect that 
“No citizen of  Nigeria 
shall be subjected to any 
disability or deprivation 
merely by reason of  the 
circumstances of  his 
birth”.

Customary law pro-
tects family bond and pri-
vacy rights and jealously 
guards the marriage insti-
tution to the extent that 
no offspring of  a valid 
marriage is to be discrim-
inated against on account 
of  the circumstance of  his 
or her birth. 

For instance, this is the 
general principle espoused 

in the Igbo customary 
proverb on paternity-  “ebe 
nwa shiri lo uwa ya hiri”.

Under customary law, 
paternity dispute is never 
between a husband and a 
male adulterer because the 
fact of  valid and subsisting 
marriage creates the strong 
presumption of  paternity 
in favour of  parties to the 
marriage. 

Any child born during 
wedlock is presumed to 
be the product of  that 
marriage.

Under customary law, 
where there is no marriage 
between the parties, (being 
between a woman and a 
man entangled with her 
in amorous or illicit love 
affair) paternity dispute 
may never arise, and if  it 
does, it is easily dismissed 
by the strong saying- “enyi 
anaghi enwe nwa”.

This is true, at least in 
Igbo land.

When literally 
interpreted into English, 
this means that a person 
who is not married to a 
woman but otherwise 
laying claim to paternity 
of  a child via illicit or 
amorous relationship may 
not succeed in a claim for 
paternity if  the woman or 
her family resists it. 

Paternity can also be 
acknowledged under 
customary law usages, 
thus ruling out DNA test 
completely.

This customary law 
principle of  “acknowl-
edgement of  paternity” 
posits that one does not 
have to be the biological 
father of  a child or to 
be married to the child’s 
mother to be the father 
of  the child. 

It needs to be restated 
that both under the re-
ceived English law and 
Customary laws appli-
cable in Nigeria, the fact 
of  valid and subsisting 
marriage raises a pre-
sumption of  paternity 
of  children born within 
wedlock.

Based on the presump-
tion raised in paragraph 
8 above, an outsider (be-
ing a male adulterer), 
cannot successfully claim 
paternity of  a child dur-
ing the pendency of  a 
lawful marriage without 
exposing himself  to legal 
action for damages for 
adultery.

Even with DNA test 
applicable to marriages 
celebrated under the 
Act, the decision of  the 
Court of  Appeal in the 
case of  TONY ANOZIA 
v MRS. PATRICIA 
OKWUNWA NNANI & 
IGNATIUS “NNANI” 
(2015) 8 NWLR (Pt. 
1461) 241 as correctly 
stated by Owoeye Esq is 
that the court can only 
order a DNA test with 
respect to minors and not 
adults. “Where a person 
is a minor (not mature 
adult) and his paternity 
is in issue, the court can 
order the conduct of 
DNA test in the overall 
interest of  the child, 
to ascertain where he 
belongs”.

The courts will not 
order DNA test to 
determine the paternity 
of  a full blown adult who 
does not complain about 
his parenthood as that 
will be a clear violation 
of  the right to privacy. 

An adult may simply 
be equated to anyone 

above 18 years of  age, 
being the age of  eligibility 
to vote in Nigeria. 

The adult can however 
waive his right to undergo 
DNA test but a volunteer 
can not complain later- 
violenti non fit injuria.

Whether under 
English law or customary 
law, where a child is 
born within wedlock, 
the PRESUMPTION is 
conclusive that the “child 
is the seed or product of 
the marriage.” 

This submission is 
duly supported by the 
combined reading of  the 
provisions of  sections 
165 and 166 of  the 
Evidence Act. 

Nigerians are increas-
ingly becoming agitated 
by the disturbing devel-
opment where some for-
eign Embassies resort to 
the requirement of  DNA 
test from couples as a 
precondition for issuance 
of  their family visas and 
other forms of  immi-
gration requests in cir-
cumstances that do not 
accommodate the cus-
tomary law position on 
paternity in Nigeria.

It is submitted that 
this practice although 
within the threshold of 
sovereignty is a clear 
violation of  the rights 
to privacy and freedom 
from discrimination 
generously guaranteed 
under the Nigerian 
Constitution as 
amended, articles of 
the African Charter and 
International Bill on 
Human Rights.

Conclusively, DNA 
test is not the only way 
to prove paternity under 
Nigerian law. 

DNA test suffices 
for proof  of  paternity 
in marriages celebrated 
under the Marriage Act 
but does not extinguish 
or trump other forms of 
proof  of  paternity under 
customary law. A new 
normal is possible!

I have had the privilege 
of  reading an ear-
lier intervention by 

Durotimi David Owoeye 
Esq titled “DNA TEST 
AS PROOF OF PATER-
NITY: THE CURRENT 
POSITION OF NIGE-
RIAN LAW”, wherein he 
ably captured the position 
of  only one out of  the two 
systems of  laws applicable 
in Nigeria on use of  DNA 
as proof  of  paternity.

 Amidst rising rates 
of  infidelity including 
paternity fraud in Nigeria 
and in view of  heightened 
public interest generated 
by the controversial issue 
of  recourse to DNA as 
proof  of  paternity, it has 
become expedient to 
balance the narrative by 
exposing how paternity 
can be proved under 
yet another branch of 
Nigerian law, being 
customary law.

It bears repeating that 
the said article by Owoeye 
Esq did not address 
proof  of  paternity under 
customary law and has as 
such left many members 
of  the reading public to 
think that DNA test is the 
only acceptable method 
of  proof  of  paternity 
under Nigerian law.

The following may 
therefore be noted as 
a more comprehensive 
treatment of  the subject 
matter of  proof  of 
paternity covering the 
dual systems of  laws 
(statutory and customary) 
applicable in Nigeria.

The preliminary 
point must be made that 
customary law (including 
Islamic or Sharia law) is 
not inferior to received 
English law except where 
such customary law is 
shown to be barbaric 
being that it is proved to 
be repugnant to natural 
justice, equity and good 
conscience, incompatible 
with public policy or 
at variance with any 

Opinion

“
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hen a light ray strikes 

Wa surface separating 

two media with 

different optical properties, part of  

the light energy is reflected back to 

the media where it coming from. 

When light strikes a perfectly 

reflecting surface, such a mirror 

for example, all the light energy is 

reflected.

We first look at the vocabulary 

used to describe the reflection of  

light.

The surface separating the two 
media is called the interface or 
boundary.
The point at which the incident 
ray strikes the interface is called 
the point of  incidence.
i is the angle made by the incident 
ray and the normal to the interface 
and is called the angle of  
incidence.
r is the angle made by the reflected 
ray and the normal to the interface 
and is called the angle of  
reflection.

Laws of reflection
(1) The incident light ray, the 

reflected light ray and the normal 
to the interface at the point of  
incidence make a plane called the 
plane of  incidence
(2) The angle of  incidence and the 
angle of  reflection have the same 
size.

Example 1: 

A light ray strikes a reflective 

plane surface at an angle of  56° 

with the surface.

a) Find the angle of  incidence.

b) Find the angle of  reflection.

c) Find the angle made by the 

reflected ray and the surface.

d) Find the angle made by the 

incident and reflected rays.

Solution:

We use the diagram shown below 

to answer the questions.

a) angle of  incidence: i = 90 - 56 = 

34 °

b) angle of  reflection r = i = 34 ° 

(by the law of  reflection)

c) q = 90 - r = 90 - 34 = 56 °

d) i + r = 34 + 34 = 68 °

Example 2: A ray of  light is 

reflected by two parallel mirrors 

(1) and (2) at points A and B. The 

ray makes an angle of  25° with the 

axis of  the two mirrors.

a) What is the angle of  reflection 

at the point of  incidence A?

b) What is the angle of  reflection at 

the point of  incidence B?

c) If  the distance between the two 

mirrors id d = 4 cm and the length 

L of  the two mirror system is 3 

meters, approximately how many 

reflections take place between the 

two mirrors?

d) In a real system, at each 

reflection, there are losses of  the 

light energy traveling between the 

two mirrors. If  L and d are fixed, 

what can be done to decrease the 

number of  reflections on the 

mirrors and hence the energy lost 

by reflection?

Solution:

Let's use the diagram shown below 

to answer the questions. n1 and n2 

are normal to the reflecting mirrors 

and are therefore perpendicular to 

the axis of  the two mirror system.

a) i = 90 - 25 = 75 °

 the two mirrors are parallel and b)

AB intersect both of  them, hence 

angle r and i' are alternate interior 

and therefore equal in size. Also r = 

i (law of  reflection). Hence i' = r = i 

= 75 °

 If  the distance between the two c)

mirrors id d = 4 cm, AC can be 

calculated as follows

tan(75°) = AC / d = AC / 4

AC = 4 tan(75°) = 15 cm

The number of  reflections N that 

will take place between the two 

mirrors may be approximated as 

follows.

N = L / AC = 3 m / 15 cm = 20

 Let the angle made by the light d)

ray and the axis of  the two mirror 

system be α instead of  25 °.

The angle of  incidence i = 90 - α = 

r = i'

tan(i') = tan( 90 - α) = cot (α) = AC 

/ d

AC = d cot(α)

number of  reflections = N = L / 

AC = L / d cot(α)

If  L and d are fixed, the only way 

to decrease N is to increase cot(α) 

and hence decrease α.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

v

Reflection of Light Rays, Examples and Solutions

UNICAL students lament over prices of goods, services on campus
n d e r g r a d u a t e 

Ustudents of  the 
U n i ve r s i t y  o f  

Calabar have expressed 
anger over the hike in 
p r i c e s  o f  g o o d s  a n d 
services on campus.

B e f o r e  M o n d a y ' s 
protest, the students had 
been agitating over the 50 
per cent hike in school fees.

The  s tuden t s  have 
a p p e a l e d  t o  s e r v i c e 
providers not to add to 
their burdens.

A p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e 
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e s t r a i n 
themselves, the Director of  
Welfare of  the Student 

U n i o n  G o ve r n m e n t , 
Omagu Paul. told the 
students that they are 
talking to the service 
p r o v i d e r s  a n d  f o o d 
vendors on campus.

In a statement titled, 
“Prices of  goods and 
s e r v i c e s  i n  M a l a b o r 
R e p u b l i c  t o  r e m a i n 
regulated”, Paul said their 
“attention has been drawn 
to the hike in the price of  
goods and services in the 
Republic of  Malabor.

“We are in talks with 
these service providers. We 
would ensure that the price 
of  goods and services in 

the Republic of  Malabor 
remains regulated and 
affordable for all.

he Rector of  Gateway TICT Polytechnic, Dr. 
Isaiah Oyeyinka, has 

called for the creation of  
more Institutions of  Higher 
learning to address the 
problem of  admission faced 
by millions of  youths seeking 
higher education.

Oyeyinka tasked the 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  m a k e 

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  m o r e 
universities, polytechnics, 
co l l eges  o f  educa t ion , 
technical and vocational 
schools as well as other 
learning institutions across 
the nation.

Oyeyinka made the call 
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen, shortly after the 
16th matriculation ceremony 
of  the Institution.

The Rector appealed to 
the  gover nment  for  an 
increase in the carrying 

capacity for schools until 
more learning institutions 
are created.

He pleaded that modern 
facilities be constructed in 
schools to mop the high 
number of  admission seekers 
roaming the street.

“The increasing number 
of  out-of-school children 
across Nigeria remains a big 
concern for stakeholders, 
particularly in the education 
sector.

“ T h e r e  a r e  ove r  1 3 

m i l l i o n  o u t - o f - s c h o o l 
children and this poses a 
great danger to the security 
architecture of  the country.

“As ide  f rom out -o f -
school ,  the  number  o f  
admission seekers is also on 
the increase every year.

“To address this gap, I 
called for the establishment 
of  more learning institutions 
as well as an improved 
carrying capacity laced with 
qualitative infrastructure,” 
he said.

“We plead that  al l 
N i g e r i a n  s t u d e n t s 
( M a l a b i t e s  a n d 

Malabresses) to stay calm 
and be assured that they 
will always prioritise the 

welfare of  every student at 
all times.”

Absorb admission seekers –Don tells higher
institutions
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oday's lesson will Ttake us back to the 
p h o n o l o g i c a l 

realm. I want us to subject 
to scrutiny the way we 
pronounce certain words 
we have always used, at 
least since the primary 
school days. Specifically, 
we aim to sharpen our 
articulation of  school 
subjects. For instance, how 
d o  y o u  p r o n o u n c e 
'Mathematics'? 

First, note that it is not 
maTIma… That is, the 'th' 

peaker of  the House 

Sof  Representatives, 
M r  F e m i 

Gbajabiamila, has called 
for an increase in the 
minimum educat ional 
qualification for persons 
a sp i r ing  to  be  fu tu re 
presidents of  Nigeria and 
other top offices. 

He said this  whi le 
g i v i n g  t h e  5 2 n d 
Convocation Lecture at the 
U n ive r s i t y  o f  L a g o s, 
Akoka. 

His  lecture,  t i t led, 
'Building Back Better: 
C r e a t i n g  a  N e w 
Framework for Tertiary 
Education in Nigeria in the 
21st Century,' assessed the 
condit ions of  ter t iary 
education in Nigeria and 
suggested the specif ic 
actions needed to bridge 
the gap so as to compete 
favourably in the 21st 
century. 

Juatice Amina Adamu 
of  the Supreme Court was 
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Convocation lecture.

Gbajabiamila  argued 
that since the age for 
eligibility to contest those 
offices  had been reduced, it 
w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t h e 
minimum educat ional 
requirement was increased. 

He maintained that it 
would be another step in 
reforming the electoral 
system and providing 
strong leadership for the 
country. 

 “I also sincerely believe 
that the National Assembly 
needs to look into section 
1 3 1 ( D )  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
constitution with a view to 
increasing the minimum 
educational qualification 
for persons aspiring to be 
future presidents of  Nigeria 
and other  top  of f ices 
including the National 
Assembly as against the 

c u r r e n t  m i n i m u m 
requirement of  a secondary 
School Certificate or its 
equivalent.” 

He also called on the 
t e r t i a r y  educa t ion  to 
promote entrepreneurship 
and vocational skills in all 
courses.

“In the new world 
order, there will always be 
m o r e  b u s i n e s s e s  t o 
establish than jobs to be 
found. Our educational 
focus should better prepare 
o u r  c i t i z e n s  t o  b e 
entrepreneurs, instead of  
being job seekers,” he said. 

While speaking on how 
to finance the tertiary 
education in Nigeria, he 
said he had sponsored a bill 
at the National Assembly 
which  would  prov ide 
in teres t  f ree  loans  to 

he students of  the TFederal University 
o f  Te c h n o l o g y, 

Akure, Ondo State, on 
Monday protested the 
alleged harassment and 
e x t o r t i o n  b y  s o m e 
suspected thugs and cultists 
at the second entrance of  
the institution. 

During the protest, the 
students barricaded the 
road that led to the second 
gate of  the university, 
causing traffic logjam in the 
area for several hours. 

They alleged that the 
thugs incessantly harassed 
those who live at off-
campus at the South Gate 
A r e a ,  a r o u n d  t h e 
institution, especially the 
fresh students. They also 
alleged that the miscreants, 

h e  V i c e -TC h a n c e l l o r  o f  
University of  Jos, 

Prof. Ishaya Tanko, has 
signed a Memoranda of  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h 
Royal Choice Inn Limited 
to  l ease  ou t  the  o ld 
University's  Council 
G u e s t  H o u s e  t o  t h e 
company for 20 years 

He noted that during 
the period under review, 
the company which was 
b e e n  m a n a g e d  b y  a 
developer, would remodel 
the Guest House to meet 
g l o b a l  s t a n d a r d  a n d 
construct a befitting world 
class hotel at the location 
for public usage. 

Tanko,  s igned the 
MoU  on behalf  of  the 
Inst i tut ion while  the 

C h a i r m a n  o f  Ro ya l 
Choice  Inn Limited, 
Chief  Felix Akiga signed 
for the company, saying 
the MoU would last for 20 
years after which the 
University would take 
over the property. 

“I wish to recognize 
my predecessors who 
initiated the project. Prof. 
Hayward Mafwai started 
it and worked with Prof. 
Nelson Ochekpe. When 
Prof. Sebastine Maimako 
saw the beauty of  the 
c o n c e p t ,  h e  wo r k e d 
towards achieving it in 
2020 but because of  the 
p a n d e m i c ,  i t  wa s n ' t 
possible.”

Prof. Tanko explained 
that the University is not 
going to be responsible for 

the finances that would be 
used for the remodeling 
and for the construction.

Meanwhile, in a move 
a imed  s t r eng then ing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e 
Department of  English, 
University of  Jos, has 
donated some books to the 
Anaguta  Community 
hosting the institution in 
J o s  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Gover nment Area of  
Plateau State 

T h e  H e a d  o f  
Department, Prof. Jeff  
Doki, presented the books 
to the Paramount ruler of  
t h e  A n a g u t a  e t h n i c 
nationality in the state, the  
U j a h  A n a g u t a  a n d 
Chiarman Jos  Nor th 
Traditional Council, Mr 
Johnson Magaji. 

While reacting to the 
development, the Head of  
Media and Protocols Unit 
o f  the  univers i ty,  Mr 
Adebanjo Adegbenro, said 
the students embarked on 
sensitisation march against 
actions of  some persons 
living close to the South 
G a t e  w h o  h a d  b e e n 
bullying some of  the young 
students, saying there was 
no protest. 

He said, “We have 
done and still all we can, to 
ensure security of  the 
students. We are also in 
constant engagement with 
the community to ensure 
those things do not fester. 
Our duty is to make report. 
It is the police that will 
make arrest and prosecute.” 

on many occasions would 
harass and chase them into 
t h e  s c h o o l  p r e m i s e s , 
without restraint from the 
security agents. 

One of  the protesters, 
who identified himself  as 
Bola  sa id  the  a l leged 
harassment had been on for 
a long time and it was 
currently becoming a daily 
occurrence.

He said, “Some of  
these boys are thugs and 
cultists and they have been 
harassing for a long time, 
they forcefully collect 
money from students living 
at the South Gate area . So 
many times they would 
force students to make bank 
t r a n s f e r .   We  w a n t 
government to look into 
this.

students. 
“Presently before the 

National Assembly is a bill, 
the Students Loan (Acess 
To Higher Education)  Bill, 
which I sponsored and 
which sets out to provide 
in teres t  f ree  loans  to 
students. The repayment of  
t h e s e  l o a n s  s h a l l 
commence two years after 
completion of  the National 
Youth Service.” 

O t h e r  U N I L A G 
officials at the convocation 
were, the Pro-Chancellor, 
Dr Lanre Tejuoso who 
appreciated the university's 
management and Vice-
C h a n c e l l o r , 
P r o f . O l u w a t o y i n 
Ogundipe, who reeled out 
the achievements of  the 
institution in the last one 
year. 

in the term is not to be 
pronounced as T, but as 
TH, as we have in think, 
three, oath and through. I 
have, on several occasions, 
called the attention of  the 
class to the fact that the 
process of  pronouncing 't' 
is different from that of  'th'.  
When we pronounce 't', 
the tongue comes up and 
the front part touches the 
roof  of  the mouth just 
behind the teeth. But when 
we pronounce 'th', the 
tongue does not go to the 
roof  or back of  the teeth. 

Rather, it moves forward, 
w i t h  t h e  t i p  c o m i n g 
through the teeth, without 
the temporary stoppage 
that  't' experiences. So, 
any time you have 'th' in a 
word, you should not call it 
T. Therefore, you say 
m a T H i m a t i c s ,  n o t 
maTimatics. 

Yet, there is a second 
phonological signal that 
many do not respect in 
'Mathematics ' :  the  K 
before S. Remember, the 
pronunciation of  'accept' is 
not asept but aKsept. That 

of  'except' is not esept but 
eKsept. So, 'Mathematics' 
s h o u l d  s o u n d  a s 
m a T H i m a t i K s ,  n o t 
maTimaTis. 

Very quickly, then, we 
h i g h l i g h t  h o w  t h e 
embedded consonant K is 
often thrown away when 
many pronounce Civics, 
Physics and Economics. 
T h e  f i r s t  s h o u l d  b e 
pronounced as civiKs, not 
civis; Physics should come 
out as physiKs, not physis; 
a n d  E c o n o m i c s  i s 
economiKs, not economis. 
In the case of  'Economics', 
a puzzle could also arise 
on whether i t  should 
sound as EconomiKs or 
I conomiKs.  In  o ther 
words, should the letter 'e' 
that starts the word be 
pronounced as the E that 
s t a r t s  e n d ,  e n c l o s e, 
eliminate etc.? Or should it 

be articulated as the 'I' 
starting is, ignorance, 
erase, evolve etc.? Note 
that both versions are 
correct. Economics can be 
pronounced as ec-no-
miKs or ic-no-miKs.

English: IN-glish or 
A-n-glish? 

It is interesting to 
observe that even 'English 
Language' also sometimes 
suffers mispronunciation. 
While many rightly say 
something like IN-gliSH, 
o t h e r s  f a i l  i n  t h e 
highlighted two areas. 
First, the opening sound is 
like IN, not A-NG. This 
means that the letter 'e' that 
starts the word should not 
be pronounced as the 
diphthong that begins 
words like away, alone or 
a g o .  S e c o n d l y,  t h e 
c o n s o n a n t  t h a t  e n d s 
'English' is SH, not S. As a 

result, it is too illiterate to 
say EngliS, when you 
should say EngliSH. 

History 
Lastly, you should 

always remember that the 
'h' that starts 'History' is 
not a silent sound. It is real 
both in writing and speech. 
So, it must always be 
a r t i cu la t ed  –  c l ea r ly 
articulated. It is History, 
not Istory. The fact that the 
'h' is not a silent sound 
accounts for why we use 
article 'a' and not 'an' 
before 'history':

T h e  s c h o o l  h a s 
employed an Histor y 
teacher. (Wrong) 

T h e  s c h o o l  h a s 
e m p l o ye d  a  H i s t o r y 
teacher. (Correct) 

Afonja is an historical 
film. (Wrong) 

Afonja is a historical 
film. (Correct) 

Pronouncing Mathematics, Civics, other subjects
By Akeem Lasisi

Gbajabiamila seeks higher
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How FUTA students protested extortion,
harassment by miscreants
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Again, over 300 elderly benefit from 
free medical outreach in Anambra

N
o fewer than three 
hundred elderly 
men and women 

residing within Aguata local 
government area of  Anambra 
state and its environs have 
benefitted from a three-day 
medical outreach organised 
by Tropical Gate Foundation 
in collaboration with salvation 
Army Corps, Amesi.

News Echo learnt that the 
medical outreach is a quarterly 
programme being sponsored 
by Apostle Nnamdi Nwaigbo, 
CEO of  Tropical Gate 
Foundation for Sustainable 
Development, which is aimed 
at providing free medical 
services such as diagnosis, 
drug prescriptions and general 
advice, eye operation or 
issuance of  medicated glasses 
to patients suffering from eye-
related problems, malaria, 
HIV, sugar and prostate among 
others.

Addressing, the Chief  
Executive Officer, Tropic al 
Gate Foundation for 
Sustainable Development, 
explained that the outreach was 
a way of  reaching out those 
who are affected by the current 

economic meltdown and could 
not afford to access medical 
services. He maintained that 
the programmes has come to 
stay and give succour to Ndi 
Anambra and neighboring 
state, Imo.

Also, speaking the pastor 
in charge of  Salvation Army 
Amesi, Lt. Henry Igbobuihe 
noted that the outreach 
was a way of  reaching to 
the unreached especially 
those who cannot afford the 
medical expenses. “This is an 
opportunity for the needy to 
access free health care. The 
last medical outreach had no 
fewer than thirty people who 
underwent a free successful 
surgeries without paying a 
dime”.

In his view, the resident 
doctor, Edison Okonkwo, 
who is a general practitioner 
described the outreach as 
been different from the past 
ones because “we are not just 
working based on clinical 
diagnosis but it includes 
conducting test on patients 
by the lab scientists. We are 
undergoing malaria test, HIV, 
sugar and blood level, most 
importantly for prostate and 
other minor ailments. This is 

good and I must commend the 
organisers of  this outreach”.

Edison however called 
on those who are yet to 
benefit to avail themselves the 
opportunity to come out and 
participate as most people 
have one hidden sickness or 
the other and only through 
proper diagnosis that it can be 
treated than patronizing patent 
medicine dealers who are not 
professionals.

Adding, Head of  strategic 
planning for the outreach 
programme, Mr. Obiora 
Agbaseire  said the scripture 
was taken from Jeremiah chap 
8 vs 22 where God was asking 
his people is there no physician 
in the land. “And so we have 
come to occupy that position 
in the land whereby we provide 
medical assistance to the people 
especially the less privileged 
and fulfill the promise.  The 
three days encounter is a time 
for healing, and testify to the 
goodness of  God”. 

Speaking on the 
sustainability, Mr. Agbaseire 
noted that the programme 
has been running for six years 
now and God has been doing 
wonders through the leadership 
of  Apostle Nnamdi Nwaigbo.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka
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T
wo more commu-
nities in Umuahia, 
Abia State have been 

covered in the ongoing Cov-
id-19 enlightenment and 
vaccination campaigns, 
initiated by a group, Ru-
ral Transportation and De-
velopment Organization 
(TRUDORG).

The  enlightenment out -
reach which kicked off   at 
Umuawa Alaocha commu-
nity in early part of  Decem-
ber, 2014 has been taken to 
Akpahia Obiohuru Com-
munity in Ohuhu.

Also, residents of  Uwala-
ka street and other adjoining 
streets in Umuahia metrop-

olis have become the latest 
set of  people to be captured 
in the enlightenment and 
free vaccination campaigns.

Speaking to journalists in 
Umuahia during the latest 
campaign, the President of  
TRUDORG, Hon. Hawkins 
Emerueh explained that 
the outreach which aims to 
cover  many communities 
in Umuahia and Ikwuano 
councils of  Abia State, were 
aimed at controlling the 
spread of  corona  virus dis-
ease.

Emerueh advised Abians 
to get vaccinated against 
the virus as well as respect 
all protocols, declaring that 
“the vaccines are safe, so 
everyone of  us must take the 

right step to stay alive.”
The Director of  Pro-

gram of  TRUDORG, Dan 
Nwokoji explained that 
health officials from Umua-
hia North LGA primary 
health care development 
were  always on ground to 
administer vaccination to 
the people as well as issue 
them with certificates.

He expressed satisfac-
tion at the large turnout 
of  attendance recorded in 
Umuawa Alaocha, Akpahia 
Obiohuru community and 
Uwalaka street in Umuahia, 

assuring that more commu-
nities would benefit from the 
program.

Nkworji further urged 
Nigerians to ignore some 
negative claims about the 
vaccines by some cultural 
and religious groups, main-
taining that “people are dy-
ing every day from Covid-19 
yet some people blame such 
deaths on diabolical causes.”

Chairman of  Akpa-
hia Obiohuru community, 
Chief  Kelechi Gabriel Uluk-
wu who welcomed the team 
to his community, said that 

Covid-19 pandemic is still 
causing deaths and panic 
around the world and must 
be not be ignored by anyone.

Chief  Ulukwu appreciat-
ed the organisers for bring-
ing the campaigns to the 
door steps of  the people, at 
no cost. Journalists who cov-
ered the program, observed 
that  more than 70 persons 
have so far been vaccinated 
with Covid-19 drugs  and is-
sued certificates of  vaccina-
tion by health officials from  
Umuahia North LGA health 
management.

Covid-19:  Patients, communities 
benefit as group steps up
vaccination enlightenment outreach

Rivers police sets up panel 
to investigate DPO involved 
in illegal oil bunkering 

T
he Rivers State Police 
Command has set up 
panel to investigate 

the Divisional Police Officer 
in charge of  Rumuji Police 
station, in Emohua LGA over 
his alleged involvement in 
illegal oil bunkering activities 
in the council Area.

The Rivers state 

Commissioner of  Police, 

Friday Eboka in a statement 

noted that the command 

received with concern, the 

news making the rounds that 

the Rumuji DPO is involved 

in illegal bunkering activities, 

hence, has immediately 

redeployed the officer.

The CP in the statement by 

the command Acting Public 

Relations Officer, Grace 

Iringe-Koko revealed that the 

From Dan Maduagwu, 

Umuahia

From  Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

panel is headed by an Assistant 

Commissioner of  Police to 

investigate the matter.

The police assured that the 

outcome of  their investigation 

shall be made public and the 

officer punished appropriately 

if  found guilty of  the 

allegations.

The statement quoted 

the Commissioner of  Police, 

Friday Eboka reiterating 

the commitment of  the 

command to support the 

state Government in its war 

against illegal oil bunkering 

and assured the public that  the 

command will not spare any 

indicted person no matter how 

highly placed he or she may be.

It called on any one with 

useful information on how 

to fight the menace not to 

hesitate in passing it to the 

security agencies or the Local 

Government chairmen.
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So, ab initio, there has always been the need to 
ensure that no one person on earth is allowed 
to bring about what causes illness or may pose 
danger to the health of  others, particularly his 
neighbours, in any way or through any means, 

hence governments all over the world have always 
frowned at a situation when some members of 

their publics engage in the acts that are capable of 
endangering public health therein. 

R
eliable sources have 
indicated that through 
effective control of  the 

pernicious matters and harmful 
substances that exercise or may 
exercise deleterious effects on 
man’s physical environment, 
more than forty-five per cent 
of  all environment-borne 
and communicable diseases 
that occur in our midst will 
be controlled and contained, 
hence health authorities all 
over the world have continued 
to emphasise the need for 
humans occupying any 
particular environment to do 
all that is necessarily required 
of  them to ensure that such 
physical environments are 
kept clean and tidy always 
in the overall interest of  their  
health and well-being and 
those other occupiers of  such 
environments.

This is because, in public 
health circles, one man’s deeds, 
actions or inactions are capable 
of  promoting his health and 
that of  other people around 
him and vice versa, hence 
in public health sub-sector 
there is a popular maxim that 
emphasises that ‘The health 
of  one man is the health of  
all.’ So, ab initio, there has 
always been the need to ensure 
that no one person on earth is 
allowed to bring about what 
causes illness or may pose 
danger to the health of  others, 
particularly his neighbours, 
in any way or through any 
means, hence governments all 
over the world have always 
frowned at a situation when 
some members of  their publics 
engage in the acts that are 
capable of  endangering public 
health therein. 

This act of  governmental 
control has brought about 
the deployment of  certain 
category of  trained public 
health personnel to move from 
one house to the other to detect 
environmental nuisances 
towards ensuring that man’s 
physical environment is 
generally kept clean and devoid 
of  degradation or pollution of  
any kind at any time.  

It was in this regard that 
environmental health services 
had been introduced in 
Nigeria, including sanitation, 
through the coming of  the 
then sanitary inspectors, first 
in Lagos and, later, in all 
other parts of  the country, 
particularly in the three regions 
that went ahead to enshrine in 
their statute books the need to 
clean the physical environment 
of  Nigeria for optimum health-
living of  the people in the 
country when Nigeria became 
a republic in 1963. 

One of  such laws was the 
famous Public Health Law, 
contained in chapter 103, in 
Volume Six of  the Laws of  
Eastern Nigeria of  1963. In 
that law, the nuisances that 
affected public health generally 
were identified and elucidated, 
and were required to be abated 
by the sanitary inspectors who 
are today called environmental 
health officers globally.

In the beginning, and until 
recently, the sanitary inspectors 
were very effective in the 
detection of  the nuisances in 
our midst as they visited all 
premises that were occupied 
by human beings with a view 
to carrying out thorough 
inspection of  such premises 

towards detecting nuisances 
therein. They further went 
ahead to prosecute the authors 
of  detected nuisances in the 
law courts, and most of  who 
were convicted, a process that 
served as deterrent to others 
who subsequently did all they 
could to ensure they  escaped 
the wrath of  the law through 
such prosecutions by the 
sanitary inspectors in Nigeria 
then.    

The result was that the 
towns and villages in the three 
regions in Nigeria then were 
clean all the year round to the 
health benefits of  the members 
of  public then. In fact, at a 
stage, Nigeria ranked among 
the cleanest countries among 
the developing nations in the 
world then. All other aspects 
of  public health requirements 
were also enforced among the 
people then and they included 
concerns bothering on food 
hygiene, overcrowding, 
mosquito and vector control, 
meat hygiene, communicable 
diseases control, housing and 
building control measures, 
disposal of  the dead, principles 
of  lighting and ventilation; 
control of  noise nuisance, open 
and promiscuous defecation, 
pollution and contamination of  
water sources, epidemiology, 
public health statistics, among 
many others. 

However, not long after 
that period of  developmental 
nicety, things started 
falling apart in the area of  
environmental cleanliness 
and other aspects until it 
reached the abysmal stage we 
find ourselves in this regard 
today. One of  the reasons for 
this steady decline borders on 
the fact that environmental 
health services have continued 
to receive unwarranted and 

unnecessary politicisation at 
the state and local government 
levels in political patronage 
in many states and local 
governments in the country. 
Instead of  allowing and using 
the services of  the professionals 
specifically trained in the art 
and science of  environmental 
health management, especially 
sanitation, to prosecute these 
functions, all manner of  
quacks are used in this regard 
today. 

The result is that Nigerian 
cities have continued to smell 
year round as a result of  
the offensive effluvia from 
the refuse that accumulate 
in these towns and which 
serve as breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes, general vermin, 
insects, vectors and lower 
animals such as rats of  various 
kinds, snakes, cockroaches, 
all of  which are capable of  
affecting public health in one 
way or the other.

It is because of  the contin-
ued politicisation of  environ-
mental health services in gen-
eral and sanitation in particular 
that Nigeria now has less than 
four thousand environmental 
health officers that are expect-
ed to serve the environmental 
health needs of  the more than 
two hundred million popula-
tion, according to statistical 
figures recently released by the 
registry department of  the En-
vironmental Health Officers’ 
Registration Council of  Ni-
geria, EHORECON. This is, 
without a doubt, precariously 
dangerous with regard to pub-
lic health activities in Nigeria 
and should be remedied imme-
diately in the health interest of  
the people. 

Without a doubt, checking 
the dearth of  public health 
officers in the country, 
including the environmental 
health personnel that are 
expected to visit and carry out 
sanitary inspection of  every 
household in Nigeria in their 
onerous duty of  detecting and 
abating nuisances that affect 
public health, is surely one of  
the most feasible and best ways 
to improve environmental 
health services throughout the 
country and, by extension, 
add value to public health in 
our midst. South-East states 
should lead in this sphere. 

Really, nothing can be better 
than this, and the right time 
to start action is now in order 
not to continue to endanger 
public health through the use 
of  quacks in the prosecution 
of  public health activities in 
the country. This is in keeping 
with the indisputable fact that 
people can only give what they 
have. 
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Nnamdi Kanu’s court case: 

Uneasy calm as Ozekhome 
SAN, leads defence team
 By Bright Okereke

T
he appearance of  a 
Human Rights Lawyer, 
Mike Ozekhome 

(SAN), last Tuesday, as the 
lead counsel to the delegation 
of  lawyers representing the 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People Of  Biafra, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu, may have 
introduced some degree 
of  apprehension into the 
orchestrated case as the 
federal government, on 
Monday filed fresh terrorism 
charges against the detained 
IPOB leader before the 
Justice Binta Nyako, Federal 
High Court, sitting at Abuja.

As such, the initial seven 
count charge bordering 
on treasonable felony and 
terrorism, against the IPOB 
leader was increased to 15 
counts in an amended charge 
signed by the Director of  
Public Prosecution, DPP, 
Mohammed Abubakar.

The trial which held amidst 
heavy security presence got 
stalled after Nnamdi Kalu 
objected to the fresh charges 
brought against him by the 
Federal Government with 
the court reconvening on 
Wednesday for Kanu to take 
his plea.

Kanu, was welcomed 
into the courtroom by four 
members of  his family, and 
was later seen exchanging 
pleasantries with his lawyers.

Addressing journalists 
after the proceedings 
Ozekhome said: “I have 
consulted with my client with 
regards to the 15-count charge. 
Some of  the statements made 
by him were not clear, which 
I pointed out to the court, 
the prosecution has been 
able to give me a copy that is 
more legible. With that, we 
will take the next step. No 
one is running from a plea 
being taken. But the point we 
made today, which the court 
appreciated, is that you can’t 
take plea to counts that have 
not been given to you”.

“We were served some 
minutes to 10:00 am yesterday 

…Confusion in South East as unknown elements declare week-long Sit-at-home

(Monday) – a 15-count 
amended charge for a case 
coming up today, whereas, 
the last date of  adjournment 
was 2nd of  December so, they 
had well-over one month to 
do that but they didn’t.

“I believe that was 
intended to frustrate today’s 
proceedings. In any event, 
that was the 6th time they 
are amending the charge. 
Each time they amend, I file 
a preliminary objection; they 
go back to the drawing board 
to re-amend”.

Meanwhile, pro and anti-
Nnamdi Kanu protesters have 
hit the streets of  Abuja with the 
anti- Kanu protesters accusing 
the IPOP leader of  treason 
and calling for a speedy trial 
while  the pro-Kanu group 
insists should discharged 
and acquitted because it is 
within the rights of  IPOP to 
demand independence from 
the Nigerian state.

It could be recalled that 
Nnamdi Kanu, has been in the 
custody of  the Department 
of  State Security Service 
since his alleged arrest and 
deportation from Kenya on 
July 2021.

Meanwhile, a few days 
before last Tuesday’s trial, 
unknown elements, had taken 

advantage of  the social media 
to circulate information not 
approved by the leadership 
of  the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), issuing with 
threat, a serial 4-day Sit-
at home, from Monday to 
Thursday.

However, IPOB’s 
spokesman, Emma Powerful, 
who raised an alarm, 
said it was the handiwork 
of  mischief  makers and 
hoodlums; he limited the sit-
at-home order to Tuesday, 
when Kanu will appear before 
Justice Binta Nyako of  an 
Abuja Federal High Court. 
And, the Sit-at home recorded 
about 80% compliance as 
virtually all businesses in 
the South East noticed off  
operations including banks, 
major markets, Transport 
companies and business and 
government offices.

Emma Powerful explained 
that the decision was to allow 
people of  the Southeast go 
about their lawful business 
as the court rules on Kanu’s 
fundamental right suit.

In a statement he issued on 
Saturday, Powerful said: “We 
are the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra IPOB under the 
command of  our indefatigable 
Leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. 

Following our Leader’s 
upcoming court proceedings 
on the 18th, 19th and 20th 
of  January 2022 next week, 
we wish to remind Biafrans 
that there will be only sit at 
home on 18th of  January, and 
not 19th and 20th of  January. 
In keeping with our avowed 
solidarity with our Leader, 
the entire Biafra land will be 
on lock down only on January 
18 for obvious reasons.

“Biafrans should 
understand that 19th January 
is the judgment day in the 
suit by our Leader against the 
Federal Government which is 
pending before an Umuahia 
High Court. So, there will be 
no sit-at-home on that day.

“Again, we don’t want 
to compound the pains of  
our people; hence, we will 
limit the sit-at-home to only 
January 18. Biafrans and 
residents of  Biafra are free 
to go about their businesses 

without molestations on 19th 
and 20th January. Anybody 
found enforcing non-existent 
Monday sit-at-home on 17th, 
19th and 20th is a criminal 
and must be treated as such, 
IPOB leadership have given 
order and that order is what 
we signed.

“Everybody must be 
careful because this wave 
that is coming will consume 
many and every principal of  
IPOB mostly the coordinators 
must know that it will bounce 
on their heads if  they don’t 
checkmate the activities of  
members and call them to 
order. IPOB is not a village or 
social club where everybody 
will behave untoward to 
people like cultists.

“It is on the table and 
to the knowledge of  IPOB 
leadership how some principal 
officers were encouraging 
evils in IPOB without 
minding the repercussions 
and consequences but we 
want to make it categorically 
known to them that it will 
come back to him or her that 
encouraged evil against his or 
her fellow human beings

“For clarity sake, we 
reiterate that there will be no 
sit-at-home on January 19th 
and 20th. Nobody is expected 
to interfere with either human 
or vehicular movements in 
those days under any guise. 
Any detractor or agent of  
darkness caught obstructing 
peoples activities in Biafra 
land on January 19th and 
20th in the name of  enforcing 
sit-at-home will regret his or 
her actions.”

Emma Powerful disclosed 
that anybody seen enforcing 
sit-at-home on those days 
mentioned were not members 
of  IPOB.

Kanu Ozekhome 

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
Caretaker Committee 

Chairman Mai Mala Buni has 
announced February 26 as the 
date for the APC convention.

Buni, who is also the 
governor of  Yobe State, said 

this on Tuesday at the national 
progressive women conference 
2022 holding at the International 
Conference Centre (ICC) in 
Abuja.

He said the party is counting 
on the support of  women to 
hold a successful convention. 
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...Constituents pass vote of  no confidence

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Dee rituo: Abia federal 
lawmaker faces recall

B
arely last week when the 
video of  some youths 
in Eziama Community, 

Isiala-Mbano Local Government 
Area (LGA) of  Imo State made 
use of  the persuasive assertion 
“Dee rituo” to ask Rt. Hon. 
Chiji Collins not to aspire for 
further political position, it will 
go beyond the state to become a 
movement.

Recall that News Echo posted 
a video of  the youths from the 
country home of  Collins, a former 
Speaker of  the Imo State House 
of  Assembly publicly confronting 
him in a meeting, telling him of  
his abysmal performance as a 
legislator. 

The assertion “Dee rituo”
 which means uncle or elder 

brother step down was used by 
one of  the youths to ask Collins 
to forget nursing further political 
ambition in the area, as he has 
not performed well with the 
opportunity given to him already. 

Like a wildfire, “Dee rituo” 
has spread and was the statement 
on everyone’s lips when the 
constituents of  the Ukwa Ukwa 
East/West LGA of  Abia state 
which make up the Ukwa Federal 
Constituency passed a vote of  
no confidence on the member 
representing them at the Green 
Chamber, Hon. Uzoma Abonta.

Speaking under the umbrella 
of  the Coalition of  Ukwa 
Leadership Accountability 
(COFULA), the constituents 
asked Abonta to resign within 
24 hours or face recall from the 
House of  Representatives.

COFULA, in a petition to 
the chairman of  Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Prof. Mahmood 
Yakubu, read by its spokesperson, 

Ukaegbu Chinenye, stated that 
the 15 years of  Abonta’s service 
of  the constituency was a colossal 
waste and hugely unfruitful.

The coalition alleged that 
Abonta failed, neglected and 
refused to use his office to attract 
commensurate projects to the 
constituency in terms of  the years 
and constituency funds made 
available to him for that purpose.

The petition dated January 
17, 2022, also stated that Ukwa 
Federal Constituency has the 
worst roads in Nigeria, no light, 
no water and no single good 
hospital despite being an oil-
producing federal constituency.

“Throughout the period, 
Abonta never deemed it fit to call 
for a constituency meeting. He 
represented only his interest and 
pocket.

“The self-serving 
representative gradually 
blossomed into a despot and 
talked down on us. Instead of  
protecting and representing the 
constituency, being his primary 
responsibility, he makes a 
mockery of  us with impunity.

“It has just dawned on us that 
the people of  Ukwa has deficient 
infrastructure as a result of  
Abonta’s incompetence and lack 
of  capacity to speak for us.

“He has not been vociferous 

in presenting our plight to the 
government and good people of  
Nigeria. Rather, he chose to cast 
aspersions on us to massage his 
ego and protect himself  from 
blame.

“Ukwa people deserve good 
representation and respect from 
anyone representing them in the 
National Assembly.

“It is in the light of  the foregoing 
that we have unanimously 
resolved to communicate our 
loss of  confidence in him to you 
to enable us to recall him from 
the House of  Representatives in 
accordance with the provision of  
section 69 of  the 1999 constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, as amended. 

“We crave your indulgence 
and provision of  a conducive 
environment in this matter of  
Hon Abonta’s recall, withdrawal 
and other matters related thereto.”

The group also in a three-
point communique after its 
meeting on Monday pointed out 
that the collection of  signatures 
for Abonta’s recall process in line 
with the electoral act of  Nigeria 
had already commenced.

Some constituents expressed 
their dismay over what they 
tagged the abysmal performance 
of  Abonta at the Federal House 
of  Representatives, stressing that 

he has been representing himself  
alone in the past 15 years as a 
Federal lawmaker.

Mr. Ekene Adiele, a youth 
leader from Azumini-Ndoki, 
Ukwa East LGA said that 
since Abonta became a Federal 
lawmaker, no single block has 
been laid in the constituency as a 
constituency project attracted by 
him to justify the mandate given 
to him by the people. 

“What provoked our people 
most was the comment by him 
at Ndoki Union annual summit 
where he told our people that they 
cannot eat their cakes and have 
it over their complaints about 
the deplorable state of  Obehie-
Akwete-Azumini-Ukanafun 
Road.

“At that Summit, he accused 
our people of  sabotaging the 
construction work on the road 
attracted by him by erecting 121 
imaginary shrines, 87 markets and 
129 filling stations among others 
and demanded unreasonable 
compensation when the contract 
had already been awarded thereby 
hindering work on the road.”

Adiele however said that 
inasmuch as there is an element 
of  truth in the comment made by 
the lawmaker on the behaviour 
of  the people, it is expected that 
he intervenes in such matters and 

ensures the road construction 
continued.

“Do you know that the only 
Constituency project Abonta 
has completed in Ukwa is his 
private residence that is along 
the Obehie-Akwete-Azumini-
Ukanafun Road? He’s from 
Akwette, go there and see where 
a Federal lawmaker who’s almost 
an ancestor at the Green Chamber 
hails from. No sign to show he’s 
from there,” he said. 

Kingsley Okadigbo, an activist 
from the constituency said that 
Abonta is not operating any 
functional constituency office nor 
organized any town hall meeting 
in almost 15 years of  going into 
the National Assembly.

He said that adding the people 
of  Ukwa would no longer bear his 
insults, intimidation, harassment 
and oppression against the 
Federal Constituency.

“Ndoki and Asa clans (Ukwa 
people) demand explanations 
on the terrible state of  the 
constituency for the past 15 
years. The decades of  abandoned 
projects and the hijack of  
contracts from the NDDC, 
Ministry of  Niger Delta and Imo/
Rivers Basin Authority should be 
explained to Ukwa constituents 
among others.”

Okadigbo noted that Ukwa 
people would no longer tolerate 
what he termed Abonta’s 
ineptitude, incompetence 
and anti-people pattern of  
representation anymore, hence, 
the need to recall him back from 
the National Assembly.

“Enough is enough. We 
are ready and would deploy 
everything legal in our arsenal to 
ensure his express recall.”

Effort made to reach Abonta 
proved abortive as at the time of  
filing this report.

Collapsed part of  the Ukwa road 
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By Ikenna Orioha

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja, on 
Tuesday, adjourned 

further proceedings in the 
case against the detained 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, Nnamdi 
Kanu, till Wednesday, 19th 
January.

The adjournment followed 
Kanu’s complaint that the 
Federal Government failed 
to promptly serve him the 

Court adjourns Nnamdi Kanu’s trial 
over amended, impromptu charges
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fresh 15 amended charges it 
brought before the court.

Kanu, through his team 
of  lawyers led by a Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria, Chief  
Mike Ozekhome, further 
accused FG of  denying him 
the necessary facility to de-
fend the charge against him.

Ozekhome told the court 
that the amended charges 
were served on them barely 
24 hours to the scheduled 
hearing.

“My Lord, the proposed 

Protesters from Umualum Enugu-Agu Achi Community with placards.

amended charges were 
served on us yesterday 
(Monday) evening. As I 
speak to you my lord, the 
defendant, who was just 
brought in, has not even 
seen the charges which he is 

being told to enter his plea.
“With due respect, that is 

not justice. It is ambushing. 
I know that the Adminis-
tration of  Criminal Justice 
Act, allows FG to amend, 
but this is the sixth amend-

ment they are making, and 
each time they do it, they 
serve us a day to the hear-
ing, just to frustrate the tri-
al,” Ozekhome added.

The Federal Government 
on their part, denied the al-
legation by Kanu that he is 
being denied access to feed-
ing, practice of  his religion 

and access to family mem-
bers.

Kanu is to remain in the 
custody of  the Department 
of  State Services but the 
court directed him to meet 
with his lawyers inside the 
court room for some min-
utes before taking him into 
custody.

By Ikenna Orioha

L
eadership Education 
Mission for Africa 
(LEMA), a Theolog-

ical Seminary which trains 
and equips men with rich 
knowledge of  God for pro-
motion of  selfless service to 
humanity, has matriculated 
first students, urging the stu-
dents to imbibe spirit of  ex-
cellence.

The matriculation ceremo-
ny was held last week at the 
seminary campus, Ofekata 
Orodo, Mbaitoli local gov-
ernment area, Imo State.

Advising the matriculants 
to work hard in academics as 
well as learn skills in agricul-
ture and technology to earn 
money while growing their 
churches, the President of 
LEMA Institute and LEMA 
Theological Seminary, Rev. 
Joshua Amaezechi, remind-
ed them that the philosophy 
of  the institute was total 
“discipleship of  the head, 
heart and hand”, saying stu-
dents are expected to seek, 
receive sound knowledge of 
the Bible and study it, devel-
op passion for soul winning, 
acquire leadership coun-
seling and hands-on skills for 
ministry.

The Chairman, Board 
of  Trustees of  the institute, 

Trent Martin, admonished 
the students to learn sense 
of  integrity, be committed 
to gathering biblical wis-
dom. “Be diligent to present 
yourself  approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of  truth”.

Earlier, Dean of  Faculty 
and Administration, LEMA 
Institute, Rev. Dr. Hope Eji-
ochi Mgbeoduru added that 
one of  the goals of  the The-
ological Institute was to make 
sure every LEMA ministry is 
led by qualified pastors, in-
forming that the school has 
a library which is open to 
the public, explaining that it 
offers different programs for 
host community kids that en-
courage readership, computer 
literacy and bible knowledge.

She noted that LEMA In-
stitute has helped to reduce 
suffering at Ofekata Orodo 
especially during the COV-
ID-19 outbreak by providing 
money to widows, youths 
to start up business,  water, 
promoted prayer in church-
es through their prayer arms 
home and abroad, as well as 
provided sermon notes, daily 
bible reading materials online 
to encourage spiritual growth.

In his keynote address, the 
Department of  Religion and 
Human Relations, Faculty of 

Arts, Nnamdi Azikiwe Uni-
versity Awka, Prof. Oliver 
Uche reflected on meaning 
of  good leadership and role 
of  theological education in 
community development and 
edification.

Appreciating their son, 
Rev. Joshua Amaezechi, staff 
and the United Nations part-
ners especially for gracing the 

occasion and bringing devel-
opment to Ofekata Orodo 
community, the royal father 
of  the event, HRH, Eze Mar-
cel Ughegbu (Akata 11 of 
Ofekata Orodo), promised 
to support the success of  the 
seminary as he encouraged 
the students to take good ad-
vantage of  the opportunity to 
advance better living.

President LEMA theological seminary 
advises students on excellence

2023 presidency: Lawmaker 
says APC, PDP lack reason 
not to zone tickets to
South/East

 T
he leader of  Eb-
onyi State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. 
Victor Chukwu, 

has said that the All Pro-
gressives Congress and the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
have no genuine reason not 
to zone their presidential 
tickets to the South-East ge-
opolitical zone. 

The lawmaker, who rep-
resents Ezza North/West 
in the State House of  As-
sembly, stated this during 
a meeting with journalists, 
in Abakaliki, on Monday. 
Chukwu stressed that it 
would amount to unfairness 
and injustice should the par-
ties decide otherwise.

He said, “It will be unfair 
if  both the All Progressives 
Congress and the Peoples 
Democratic Party refuse 
to zone their presidential 

tickets to the South-East 
geopolitical zone. It would 
amount to injustice.

 “Remember Governor 
David Umahi, among oth-
ers, are from the South-East. 
Among his equals, show me 
who can favourably rival 
him. When you talk about 
vision and achievements, 
tell me who can favourably 
contend with him. Heaven 
has come down on this par-
ticular development or mat-
ter over the declaration of  
David Umahi to run for the 
presidency, to bring great 
Glory to Himself, and it’s a 
prayer answered.

 “The world is at a cross-
road; this is the same with 
Nigeria. The unrest being 
experienced in Nigeria is 
not peculiar to the country 
alone. It’s a global issue.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

The wife of  Senator Mi-
cheal Ama Nnachi, 

the Senator representing 
Ebonyi South Senatorial 
District, Mrs. Clara Ijeoma 
Nnachi, has donated tricy-
cles and the sum of  4m Na-
ira to women leaders of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and other women 
leaders in all the wards in 
Ebonyi South Senatorial 
District.

Other items donated to 
the women were bags of  
rice and wrappers. Mrs . 
Nnachi made the donations 
when the women paid her 
a homage at the Senator’s 
residence, Itim Edda, in 
Afikpo South Local Gov-

ernment Area of  the State 
in the spirit of  the yuletide.

Mrs. Nnachi, who said 
her gesture to the women, 
had the support of  her hus-
band, noted that they had 
always wanted to interact 
and celebrate with Ebonyi 
South Women at all times.

According to her, the in-
teractions will be a contin-
uous one knowing full well 
the role women play in elec-
tions. 

Addressing the women, 
Senator Nnachi, who as-
sured them of  more em-
powerment of  women in 
the new year, also promised 
to continue on the paths of  
development and quality 
representation of  his con-
stituents at the National As-
sembly.

Senator Nnachi’s wife donates 
tricycles, cash to Ebonyi womenBy Ikenna Orioha

The Nigerian Legion also 
known as Ex- Service-

men, has stated that good 
leadership is key to solving 
security issues bedeviling 
the country.

The Nigerian Legion dis-
closed this through its Imo 
State Chairman, Comr. Al-
phonsus Anyanwu, during 
the Armed Forces Remem-
brance Day Celebration- 
Year 2022 grand finale and 
wreath laying, held at He-
roes Square, Owerri, last 
week.

Anyanwu maintained that 
when politicians who cardi-
nally control economic and 
political power of  the nation 
attach godliness in politics 
and governance, there will 
be employment and empow-

erment opportunities which 
will in turn draw, as well as 
advance development with 
crime and violence being 
nipped at the bud, calling on 
all wealthy and influential 
people to help the society 
since government alone can-
not meet the infrastructure 
needs and welfare of  citizens 
most of  who he said produce 
wealth of  the state.

He advised “political lead-
ers to do the needful to curb 
security challenges damp-
ening society. Sincerity of 
purpose is the only solution 
to insecurity bedeviling the 
country.

 The Nigerian Legion is 
urging government to appre-
ciate us because we paid su-
preme prizes to protect the 
country to see continuous 
reign of  peace and joy”.

Good leadership, solution to insecurity
- Nigerian Legion

… Orders DSS to allow him change cloth, do exercise
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Enugu community protests 
over alleged police extortion, 
indiscriminate arrest of villagers

Gov. Ugwuanyi rescue us”; 
“We are tired of  police 
intimidation and molestation 
of  our people”, among others. 
The protesters also marched 
around the community and 
Oji-River town.

One of  the leaders of  the 
protesting villagers, Sunday 
Umeh, who was among the 
people arrested and extorted 
of  N35,000 by the police, told 
reporters that the only crime 
he committed was that he 
supported a prayer crusade in 
the village.

The 65-year-old Umeh 
said that the prayer crusade 
was meant to seek the face of  
God over what he described 
as the backwardness of  the 
community youths in their 
businesses and anything they 
ventured into.

He alleged that police 
personnel within the area 
were being used to terrorize 
them because they wanted to 
worship God and seek divine 
solutions to their widely 
known problems.

Corroborating Umeh’s 
story, the youth leader of  the 
village, Kingsley Oluedo, 

confirmed that seven persons 
had been arrested, while five 
others had been invited by the 
police.

He appealed to the governor 
to prevail on Dr. Oluedo to 
stop using the police to harass 
them for seeking solutions to 
their village problems. 

The youth leader also urged 
the State Police Commissioner 
to prevail on his men to stop 
harassing and intimidating the 
villagers further.

 “Our crime is that one man, 
who feels that he has become 
a god, doesn’t want prayers 
in the village except and until 
he approves it. Again, he has 
mortgaged the village to the 
extent that to have a village 
meeting, permission must be 
sought and obtained from him. 
He had threatened a Catholic 
priest from our village that he 
would remove him as a priest 
if  he dared to make a call for 
prayer in the village. This is an 
aberration”, he added.

Another youth in 
the village, Chiagoziem 
Udegbunnam, alleged that 
youths were being locked up 
almost on a daily basis on the 

alleged order of  Dr. Oluedo.
“We now take refuge in 

neighbouring communities, as 
no one is sure of  who would 
be the next to be locked up in 
the police cell,” Udegbunnam 
said.

A Catechist at the 
Assumption Catholic Parish 
in Enugu-Agu Achi, Victoria 
Nwankwo, alleged that 
the only communal palm 
plantation in the village, 
which was the only source 
of  revenue generation for the 
village, had been converted 
to personal property by Dr. 
Oluedo.

The 70-year-old Nwankwo 
queried when it had become 
a crime in Nigeria to pray to 
God or for villagers to hold 
a meeting in their town hall 
they built with their sweat.

“I can authoritatively tell 
you that this development has 
further worsened the hardship 
of  the people especially those 
of  us living in the village,” she 
said.

When contacted, Dr. Eric 
Oluedo, absolved himself  of  
all the allegations; adding that 
he was a known peacemaker 

T
ension rose high in 
a sleepy community 
of  Umualum Enugu-

Agu Achi in the Oji-River 
Council Area of  Enugu State 
on Monday as angry villagers 
staged a peaceful protest over 
the alleged indiscriminate 
arrest and extortion of  people 
by police in the area. 

The protesters also pleaded 
with Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi to prevail on the 
former Commissioner in the 
state, Dr. Eric Oluedo, a title-
holder who represents the 
village in Igwe-in-council, to 
stop using police to harass and 
intimidate villagers because 
his wife was a serving judge in 
the State High Court.

The people, who carried 
placards with inscriptions, 
“Oji-River Police Area 
Command should stop 
arresting villagers and 
extorting N35,000 as bail 
for committing no crime”; 
“We say no to the tyranny 
of  Dr. Eric Oluedo”; “Please 

as well as an international 
chartered mediator and 
arbitrator of  peace.

Oluedo said he had nothing 
to do with the arrest or using 
police to harass anybody as 
that was done by the duly 
elected executives of  the 
village.

He said that the town hall 
complex which he was accused 
of  locking, was in agreement 
with the government, villager 
and security agents to check 
activities of  those who use 
the building to commit crimes 
and take hard drugs.

“Also, I have for long 
hands-off  the palm plantation 
I was being accused of  taking 
and at no time did I personally 
benefit a kobo from it. You 
can make inquiries from the 
present village executives,” 
Oluedo said.

According to him, he 
had before now contributed 
greatly to the development 
of  his village and impacted 
greatly on the lives of  most of  
his village members. “These 
falsehood and unfounded 
allegations are done to dint 
my image”, he concluded.

News analysis

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Protesters from Umualum Enugu-Agu Achi Community with placards
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 new study has found 

Athat eating a small 
serving of  dried goji 

berries may help prevent or delay 
the development of  age-related 
macular degeneration.

A g e - r e l a t e d  m a c u l a r 
degeneration is an eye disease 
that may get worse over time. It's 
the leading cause of  severe, 
permanent vision loss in people 
over age 60. It happens when the 
small central portion of  your 
retina, called the macula, wears 
down. 

The research, conducted by 
the University of  California, 
Davis, suggests that a small 

nsomnia is a sleep disorder Ithat makes it difficult to 
sleep, to stay asleep, or to 

cause you to wake up early and 
not be able to sleep back.

It reduces your performance 
level, and generally affects your 
mood, health and quality of  life. 
It can also cause health disorder 
like, intense weight gain, high 
blood pressure, etc. 

Adults may develop short 
term acute insomnia which 
could last for days or weeks but 
some deal with it for months or 
even years (long term acute 
insomnia) 

Causes of  insomnia may 
stress, eating really late in the 
evening, alcohol or caffeine, 
poor sleeping habits, health 
conditions etc 

Changing your lifestyle 
hab i t s  can  he lp  ease  the 
consequences of  insomnia and 
insomnia itself. 

Here are some of  the things 
you can do to get a better nights 
rest. 

Create a quiet and peaceful 
resting environment: make sure 
that you associate your bedroom 
with rest and sleep by keeping it 
clean, lightning should be kept 
at a minimum, don't work in 

your or just create a workspace 
different from your bed area, 
noise should also be controlled. 

Playlist: music has been 
associated with helping people 
feel happy, calm or even sleep. 

Create a playlist that helps 

you be calm, or feel peaceful, 
c h e c k  Y o u T u b e  f o r 
recommendations, also artists 
like Enya, “asmr” noise, soulful 
music are highly recommended. 

Then put the playlist on 
repeat when you're ready for 

bed, clear your mind, and let the 
music help you sleep. 

Create a consistent sleep 
schedule: Try to create a regular 
schedule for sleeping, try going 
to bed at the same time everyday 
for like a week and wake up at 

the same time everyday 
For example, put off  your 

phone by ten , finish tasks and go 
to bed then wake up by six in the 
morning consistently for a week, 

This will help your body 
recognize a pattern and make it 
easier to fall asleep. 

Exercise: light exercises like 
taking a walk in the evening, 
stretching before sleeping will 
help lessen the tension in your 
muscles and the stress that has 
built up in the course of  the day. 

It makes your body feel 
lighter, may tire you out a bit and 
get you ready for bed. 

Cut back drinks and food 
before sleep time: Do not 
indulge in too much food, 
caffeinated drinks, alcohol, this 
will  disrupt your sleeping 
patterns and might even give you 
digestive issues which will in 
turn keep you up all night. 

If  your insomnia symptoms 
persist after all this exercises, 
then it's time to see a doctor, as it 
might be due to underlying 
health issues, or even cause 
issues with your health. 

Your doctor might prescribe 
m e d i c a t i o n s  o r  m e d i c a l 
exercises that you need to do, 
please follow all instructions. 

serving of  dried goji berries may 
help prevent or delay vision 
decline among healthy middle-
aged people.

The study published in the 
Journal Nutrients was led by 
Xiang Li of  the Department of  
Nutrition, UC Davis, and titled 
“Goji Berry Intake Increases 
Macular  Pigment  Opt ica l 
Density in Healthy Adults: A 
Randomised Pilot Trial.”

The researchers say found 
that 13 healthy participants aged 
45 to 65 who consumed 28 
grams (about one ounce, or a 
handful) of  goji berries five times 
a week for 90 days increased the 

density of  protective pigments in 
their eyes.

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  1 4  s t u dy 
participants who consumed a 
commercial supplement for eye 
health over the same period did 
not show an increase.

The pigments that increased 
in the group that ate goji berries, 
lutein and zeaxanthin, filter out 
harmful blue light and provide 
antioxidant protection. Both 
help to protect the eyes during 
aging.

“Goji berry, also termed 
wolfberry or Go Chi Zi, has been 
used in traditional Chinese 
medicine for more than 2000 

years. The bright red berry 
contains the highest amount of  
Z among all known dietary 
sources and is mainly present in 
a dipalmitate form. The intake 
of  zeaxanthin dipalmitate 
extracts from goji berry increases 
plasma Z to a greater extent than 
n o n - e s t e r i f i e d  Z 
supplementation. 

“The berries also contain 
unique carbohydrates that are 
present as conjugates with 
peptides or proteins, which are 
often referred to L. barbarum 
polysaccharides. These have 
shown anti-inflammatory and 
neuroprotective effects in animal 

and cell culture studies.
“The typical adult human 

eye has approximately 2.4 times 
more Z than L in the central 
fovea of  the macula, making goji 
berry intake a prime candidate 
f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  M P O D. 
Nevertheless, there is a paucity 
of  clinical evidence on goji berry 
and MPOD particularly for the 
p r e v e n t i o n  o r  d e l a y  o f  
progression from early to 
i n t e r m e d i a t e  A M D.  I n 
individuals from China with 
signs of  early AMD, 25 g of  daily 
consumption of  goji berries for 
90 days significantly increased 
both serum Z and MPOD,” the 
researchers said.

According to an online 
health portal, Healthline, goji 
berries are said to help slow signs 
of  aging, maintain eye health, 
and strengthen the liver, kidneys, 
and lungs.

Promising research suggests 
that goji berries may enhance 
eye health and protect against 
d i s o r d e r s  l i k e  m a c u l a r 
degeneration, a progressive eye 
condition that can lead to vision 
loss.

It said most healthy adults 
can  en joy  go j i  be r r i e s  in 
moderation as part of  a balanced 
diet.

“However, these berries may 
trigger an allergic reaction in rare 
cases, especially in individuals 
who are allergic to other fruits.

“Additionally, goji berries 
may interact with certain drugs, 
including blood thinners and 
medications for diabetes or high 
blood pressure,” she said.

Health

Dealing with insomnia to guarantee a good night's rest



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

said it has intercepted about 
1.5 million tablets and 
capsules of  pharmaceutical 
opioids such as Tramadol, 
Exol-5 and Diazepam 
l o a d e d  i n  O n i t s h a ,  
Anambra State en route to 
Yauri in Kebbi State.

T h e  a g e n c y ' s  
spokesman Femi Babafemi 
said this happened in Edo 
State on Friday, January 14.

H e  s a i d  4 2 5 , 0 0 0  
Diazepam tablets were also 
recovered at Segemu in 
Kano State on the same day.

He added that the sum 
of  N1, 413,344 was seized 
along with arms and 
a m m u n i t i o n  f r o m  a  
suspected bandit and a drug 
kingpin in Plateau State 
w h i l e  o v e r  1 3 7 . 7 5 4  
kilograms of  assorted illicit 
drugs were recovered during 
interdiction operations 
across seven states in the 
past week.

The statement reads: 
“A c t i n g  o n  c r e d i b l e  
intelligence, operatives in 
Edo State on Friday, 
J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  
intercepted a trailer coming 
from Onitsha and going to 
Yauri in Kebbi State. A 
thorough search of  the truck 
led to the discovery of  
psychotropic substances 

Tuesday, January 11 and at 
least three suspects so far 
arrested.

“In the reverse bid, 
moves by i l l ici t  drug 
merchants to bring into 
Nigeria 94 parcels of  
Cannabis Indica (Colorado) 
weighing 43.4kg through 
the Tin Can Seaport in 
Lagos were crushed on 
January 13 when operatives 
intercepted the drug inside a 
40ft container from Canada. 
The exhibit was concealed 
inside a Toyota Camry car. 
This came on the heels of  a 
similar seizure on January 
11 of  59 parcels of  Colorado 
(17.3kg) concealed in a 
Mercedes Benz vehicle 
imported from Canada.

In Plateau State, a fake 
security agent, Babagana 
Ma'aji has been arrested 
th rough  a  cont ro l l ed  
delivery of  5.6kg cannabis 
from Lagos. The suspect 
based in Damaturu, Yobe 
State, was nabbed following 
the interception of  a 
commercial bus bringing 
the consignment from 
L a g o s  t o  G o m b e  i n  
Mararaban Jos on January 
8.

“On Tuesday, January 
11, operatives of  the Plateau 
State Command of  the 
Agency also arrested a 
suspected bandit Abdullahi 
Usman Ahmad, 28, at 

concealed under legitimate 
goods. The drugs seized 
include: 394,480 capsules 
and 3 ,000  tab le t s  o f  
T r a m a d o l  w e i g h i n g  
83.707kg; Exol-5: 647,500 
tablets weighing 203.315kg; 
Diazepam: 12,500 tablets 
w e i g h i n g  2 . 0 5 k g ;  
Bromazepam: 1,500 tablets 
weighing 0.45kg; Codeine 
based Syrup: 999 bottles 
we i g h i n g  1 3 4 . 8 6 5 k g ;  
Pentazocine injections: 
4,000 ampoules weighing 
16.64kg.

“The driver of  the truck, 
Bashir Lawali, 30, was 
a r r e s t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  
Abubakar Sani, 30, and Ali 
Abubakar, 19, while the 
exhibits in Kano State were 
seized from one Sa'idu 
Yahya, 31.

A t t e m p t s  b y  d r u g  
traffickers to export 73 
p a r c e l s  o f  C a n n a b i s  
(34.05kg) concealed in 
foodstuff  plastic containers 
to the United Kingdom 
through the NAHCO export 
shed  o f  the  Mur ta la  
Mohammed International 
Airport (MMIA) Ikeja 
Lagos were frustrated by 
operatives on January 8. 
“On the same way another 
50 parcels of  cannabis 
consignment (27.25kg) 
meant for the United States 
was also intercepted at the 
export shed of  the airport on 

Hwolshe with One Beretta 
pistol; seven rounds of  live 
ammunition; two empty 
s h e l l s ;  1 2  g r a m s  o f  
Cannabis Sativa; a pair of  
handcuffs and N1, 136,344 
suspected to be ransom 
money as well as an Opel 
car with registration number 
ZAR35LQ.

In the same manner, the 
l e a d e r  o f  a  c o c a i n e  
distribution ring in Plateau 
State Chibueze Okoro John, 
42, has been arrested along 
Zaria Road, Jos, with 
quantities of  cocaine and 
Tramadol recovered from 
him as well as a Sienna Bus 
(BWR 584 AL), Toyota 
Camry car (RBC 461 BF) 
and the sum of  N 277, 000), 
which the suspect offered to 
the narcotic officers as a 
bribe but was rejected.

“In Delta State, the bid 
by 38-year-old Ejike Obiora 
t o  s mu g g l e  d i f f e r e n t  
quantities of  Cocaine and 
Heroin into the Nigerian 

h e  f a m i l y  a n d Tfriends of  a 41-year-
old businessman, 

Mr Azubuike Nwokolo, 
found dead in a hotel room 
in Amichi, Nnewi North of  
A n a m b r a  s t a t e,  h ave 
demanded justice. 

Nwokolo was a father 
of  two and a materials 
merchant, popularly known 
as Zubby More. 

One of  the deceased 
f r i e n d s ,  N n a e m e k a 
Ikerionwu, who demanded 
justice for him on social 
media said the businessman 
went for a party in the area 
before lodging in the hotel 
On January 13, 2022. 

It was reported that the 

management of  the hotel 
took him to the morgue 
without informing his 
family.

Ikerionwu noted that 
when his family visited the 
morgue, Zubby had injuries 
on his neck and thighs. 

The hotel management 
was said to have claimed 
that he slipped and died. 

Ikerionwu said, “The 
Nigeria Police Force Nnewi 
South divis ion should 
thoroughly investigate the 
dea th  o f  Zubby  more 
because the claim made by 
the Hotel in Amichi doesn't 
add up. 

“ T h e y  c l a i m e d 
A z u b u i k e  f e l l  i n  t h e 

bathroom and died but my 
cousin who visited the 
mor tuar y said  he had 
injuries in the neck and laps. 

“I know Umuhu has 
gallant men who wouldn't 
allow this ugly incident to 
go down the drain. How do 
you take someone to the 
m o r t u a r y  w i t h o u t 
contacting the police or his 
family members first? 

“Zubby was a very calm 
a n d  h a r d - w o r k i n g 
entrepreneur. It's sad that 
this is even happening. Very 
sad. I was totally devastated 
since I received this ugly 
news. No stone must be left 
unturned.” 

esidents of  Ubudom RAtta community in 
N j a b a  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Imo 
State are in a panic, as 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  g u n m e n 
beheaded a 65-year-old man, 
identified as Nnoruoka 
Onyeokwu.

After beheading the 
man, his head was displayed 
at the primary school in the 
community.

The incident, which 
occur red  on  Sa turday, 
January 15, created more 
tension in the community 
which had witnessed spates 
of  violence and killings since 
last year.

A community leader, 
who narrated the incident, 
said that the victim was 
attacked in his house in the 
night and the villagers woke 
up the next day to see his 
severed head dangling at the 
premises of  the primary 
school in the village.

In his words: “The man 
was attacked at night in his 
house. People woke up the 
next morning to see his cut-
off  head displayed at the 
primary school.

“Nobody knew those 
who attacked him or why he 
w a s  b e h e a d e d .  T h e 
community is in a state of  
panic. People are running 
away because of  the fear of  
the unknown. This is very 
unfortunate.”

ocial media celebrity, 

SIsmaila Mustapha, 
a l ias  Mompha,  on 

T u e s d a y  o p t e d  t o  b e 
remanded a t  the  Ikoyi 
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t e r 
following his inability to 
meet the strict bail conditions 
imposed by an Ikeja Special 
Offences Court, Lagos.

It was reported that 
Mompha and his company 
Ismalob Global Investment 
Ltd were arraigned by the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
over alleged N6 billion fraud, 
on Jan. 12.

The eight-count charges 
are conspiracy to launder 
funds obtained through 

u n l aw f u l  a c t i v i t y  a n d 
laundering of  funds obtained 
through unlawful activity.

Others are retention of  
p r o c e e d s  o f  c r i m i n a l 
conduct, use of  property 
derived from an unlawful act, 
possession of  documents 
containing false pretence and 
failure to disclose assets and 
properties.

He was earlier remanded 
in the custody of  the EFCC 
after the Jan. 12 proceedings 
and the court had fixed Jan. 
1 8  t o  h e a r  h i s  b a i l 
application.

Justice Mojisola Dada, 
a t  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
proceedings on Tuesday after 
hearing the submissions of  

d e f e n c e  c o u n s e l ,  M r 
Gboyega Oyewole (SAN) 
and EFCC prosecutor, Mr 
Rotimi Oyedepo (SAN), 
granted Mompha bail, in 
“very strong terms.”

“ T h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s 
granted bail in the sum of  
N200 mil l ion with two 
sureties in like sum.

“One of  the sureties 
must have a property valued 
at N100 million within the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s 
honourable court.

“Both sureties must 
depose to an affidavit of  
m e a n s  t o  a l l o w  t h e 
placement of  a lien in their 
respective bank accounts, 

b o t h  s u r e t i e s  mu s t  b e 
gainfully employed and 
r e s i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e 
jurisdiction of  this court.

“The  sure t i e s  mus t 
provide proof  of  tax payment 
for the past three years.

“The applicant shall, 
however, be remanded in a 
Correctional Center of  his 
c h o i c e  p e n d i n g  t h e 
perfection of  his bail,” Dada 
said.

However, Mompha after 
consultation with his legal 
team opted to be remanded at 
the  Ikoyi  Cor rec t iona l 
Center.

The case was adjourned 
until March 28, 29 and April 
4 ,  5  a n d  6  f o r 
commencement of  trial.

This comes barely a 
month after the traditional 
ruler of  the community, 
E d w i n  A z i k e ,  w a s 
kidnapped in the community 
on December 8 and his 
corpse dumped at the market 
square the next day.

C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e,  
Ogwashi-Uku, Aniocha 
South Local Government 
Area, was foiled on January 
8, when he was discovered 
to have concealed the drugs 
in foodstuffs meant for an 
inmate.

“This is even as 598kg 
Cannabis was recovered 
during a raid in Owo area of  
Ondo state with the two 
owners: Arataye Raimi, 41, 
and Tope Osinnuwa, 36, 
eventually arrested in follow 
up operations.

While one Abdullahi 
Mohammed was arrested in 
connection with the seizure 
of  48.5 blocks of  cannabis in 
Potiskum, Yobe State, 
another fake security agent, 
Dike Davison was nabbed at 
Aliade, Benue State with 
50grams of  Cannabis and 
2 9  r o u n d s  o f  l i v e  
ammunition of  7.62mm 
calibre.

“In Abuja, FCT, a buy 
and bust operation on 

Friday 14th January, led to 
the arrest of  one Habib 
Yusif, 41, with a total of  
28.2kg cannabis recovered 
from him, while in Osun 
state, the trio of  Samuel 
Joseph; Francis Ujor and 
Sola Johnson were arrested 
in Onikoko Village Area 5, 
Ile-Ife, with 100 bags of  
Cannabis weighing 1,530 
kilograms recovered from 
them on Thursday, January 
13.

“While commending 
the officers and men of  the 
various commands for their 
r e m a r k a b l e  e f f o r t s ,  
Chairman/Chief  Executive 
of  NDLEA, Brig. Gen. 
Mohammed Buba Marwa 
(rtd) assured them that their 
sacrifices, dedication to 
duty and exceptional feats 
w i l l  n o t  g o  w i t h o u t  
c o m m e n s u r a t e  
c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  
rewards.”
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NDLEA intercepts 1.5m tablets, capsules of illegal drugs

Community panics as gunmen
behead 65-year-old man in Imo

Family of slain businessman demand
justice

Alleged N6 billion fraud: Mompha opts for remand at
Ikoyi Prison



he Rice Farmers TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigeria (RIFAN) 

says the country will 
commence exportation of  
rice in the near future to 
engender the twin benefits 

rude prices could 

Crise further amid 
tighter supplies, 

Vitol, the world largest 
independent oil trader, has 
said.

“ T h e s e  p r i c e s  a r e 
justified,” Mike Muller, 
head of  Asia for Vitol 
Group, told Bloomberg in 
an interview.

“Strong backwardation 
is very much justified,” he 
said, referring to a bullish 
pattern whereby near-term 
futures are more expensive 
than later ones.

Crude oil has already 
gained 10 percent since the 
start of  the year, amid 
expectations that it could 
gain more.

Mr Muller added that 
unlike natural gas, whose 
high price has already 
p r o m p t e d  l o w e r 
consumption for some 
industrial users, oil has yet 
to reach that price level.

“People will abstain 
from buying expensive 
energy at some point,” Mr 
Muller said of  the gas 
sec tor  a t  an  indus t r y 
webinar.

“The question is at 
what point that affects the 
oil market,” he added.

C r u d e  o i l  p r i c e s 
r e c o r d e d  i t s  l o n g e s t 
w i n n i n g  s t r e a k  s i n c e 
October, amid reports that 
China will release oil from 
its strategic reserve next 
month.

Analysts fear that this 

could disrupt the rally, but 
th ings  have remained 
bullish.

The rise in crude oil 
prices remains significant 
in Nigeria,  especial ly 
among its policy makers.

Last December, the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y 
approved a N17.126 trillion 
($38 billion) budget for 

2022, anchored on an oil 
price benchmark of  $62 per 
b a r r e l .  T h e  o i l  p r i c e 
outlook was quite higher 
than the $57 per barrel price 
t h a t  P r e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
proposed to the parliament 
on October 7.

W h i l e  o i l  ex p o r t s 
account for about 80 per 

cent of  Nigeria's foreign 
exchange revenue, the 
country has battled with a 
sharp drop in revenue amid 
a drop in production.

Although rising crude 
price should signify higher 
revenues, Nigerians do not 
get the full benefits of  the 
bullish pattern because a 
large portion of  the the 
revenues are pumped into 
petrol subsidies.

Between January and 
November 2021, subsidy 
rose to N1.16 trillion, 
according to data from the 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Pe t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y 
(NNPC) Limited.

Brent crude reached a 
two-month high last week, 
trading at $86.06 per barrel 
as of  press time Tuesday 
morning.

WTI traded at over $83 
per barrel as of  9:28am 
Tuesday.

Mr Muller noted that 
the White House may 
decide to release more 
crude oil from the strategic 
petroleum reserve, on top 
of  the 50 million barrels 
announced in November 
last year.

of  Nigeria (CBN) under its 
A n c h o r  B o r r o w e r s  
Programme, and RIFAN.

Mr Hassan dispelled 
insinuations that the rice 
pyramids on display were 
not solely rice, adding that 

of  food security and 
economic diversification.

Ado Hassan, Secretary 
of  the Kano State chapter 
of  RIFAN, said this in an 
interview on the sidelines 
of  the unveiling of  the 

mega rice pyramids in 
Abuja.

According to reports, 
the pyramids, unveiled by 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari, is a joint project 
between the Central Bank 

t h e  c o m m o d i t y  w a s  
brought in by rice farmers 
in virtually all states of  the 
country.

“The rice here is from 
all over the country. RIFAN 
has always been real; it is 

not possible to deceive 200 
million Nigerians with a 
project like this.

“For the fact that 
Nigeria has not imported 
even a grain of  rice in the 
last four years is enough 
prove that we are already 
self  sufficient in the 
commodity. The cultivation 
of  rice is a reality and it will 
continue to happen,” he 
said.

Mr Hassan said that 
Nigeria had become the 
h ighes t  r i ce  g rowing  
country in Africa due the 
support of  the Federal 
Gover nment  and the  
intervention of  the CBN.

“There was a time when 
the CBN was spending 
N1billion to support rice 
import bills. Today the apex 
bank is no longer spending 
a  k o b o  t o  s u p p o r t  
importation of  rice.

“Today, Nigeria has 
become the highest rice 
grower in the whole of  
Africa. That is a great 
achievement.

“We have leaders of  
some of  our neighbouring 
countries who are coming 
here today to see our 
miracle in rice. They are a 
sure market for our rice 
exportation,” he said.

He added that although 
insecurity was a setback, it 
h a s  n o t  d i s c o u r a ge d  
farmers from cultivating 
different.
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Nigeria to start rice exportation soon, says RIFAN

Oil prices could rise amid tighter supply, says Vitol
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Scott Morrison, Australian Prime Minister

Kenya receives Sh115 million from 
UK for drought, floods

FOREIGN News

A
ustralian Prime 
Minister Scott 
Morrison’s approval 
ratings slid after his 

handling of  the Omicron-driven 
coronavirus outbreak fuelled a 
backlash, a widely watched poll 
showed on Tuesday, putting 
opposition Labor into a leading 
position months away from a 
federal election.

Australian voters are losing 
confidence in Morrison and his 
Liberal-National Party coalition 
government on the economy, 
jobs, health and the response 
to a fast-moving Omicron 
wave, according to a poll done 
by research company Resolve 
Strategic for the Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper.

The survey of  1,607 voters was 
conducted from Jan. 11 to 15, 
before an Australian court upheld 
a government decision to cancel 
unvaccinated tennis star Novak 
Djokovic’s visa just ahead of  the 
Australian Open.

A medical exemption that 
allowed the Serbian world No. 1 
to enter the country without being 
vaccinated against COVID-19 
sparked fury in Australia, and 
became a political issue for 

Morrison.
Morrison has always enjoyed a 

strong lead over his rival, Labor 
leader Anthony Albanese, but 
has lost a double-digit margin he 
held just two months ago. Around 
38% of  voters want Morrison as 
the country’s leader, while 31% 
support Albanese.

Labor has increased its primary 
vote to 35% from 32% since 
November, while the ruling 
coalition’s fell five points to 34%.

Morrison, who has to call an 
election before May, has been 
fielding criticism over his handling 
of  the Omicron outbreak that has 
pushed daily infections to record 
levels, driving up hospitalisation 
rates and straining health systems.

Instead of  reinstating restrictions 
early this month, he said Australia 
must “push through” the Omicron 
wave and relaxed isolation rules 
for close contacts in a bid to ease 
the pressure on businesses that are 
facing staff  shortages.

Trailing in polls is not new for 
Morrison. More than three years 
ago he had just become prime 
minister after his predecessor was 
rolled in a party-room vote, yet he 
secured a stunning election win in 
May 2019.

Australia PM’s ratings take a hit,
months away from election, poll shows

News Echo 
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T
he United Kingdom (UK) 
has announced a Sh155 
million aid package to 

Kenya for urgent life-saving nutri-
tional assistance to at least 26,000 
children in drought-affected 
counties.

UK Minister for Africa, Vicky 
Ford, announced a Sh2.6 billion 
support package from the UK to 
countries in East Africa affected 
by extreme drought and floods.

Speaking as she commenced 
her three-day visit to East Africa, 
starting in Kilifi, Kenya, Ford said 
the support would help prevent 
mass loss of  life in the region.

“The UK’s commitment to sup-
porting our partners in East Afri-
ca is unwavering, and we know 
that early action now can prevent 
mass loss of  life,” Ford said.

“This funding package will pro-
vide vital assistance to almost a 
million people across the region, 
helping those affected to access 
clean water and healthy food,” 
said Ford.

The Sh2.6 billion package will 
assist about a million locals in 
Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia and 
South Sudan facing extreme 
drought and floods. South Su-
dan will receive Sh465 million for 
food assistance and hygiene sup-
plies as over 100,000 people are 
exposed to water-borne diseases 
and severe nutritional challenges 
because of  prolonged flooding.

On the other hand, Ethiopia 

will receive Sh775 million to be 
able to provide nutrition assis-
tance to over 200,000 children 
and pregnant and lactating wom-
en in drought-affected regions of  
Southern and Eastern Ethiopia.

Extreme weather events associ-
ated with climate change worsen 
pre-existing drought and flood 
cycles and ruin harvests in the re-
gion. “Poor governance and on-
going conflicts in Somalia, South 
Sudan, and Ethiopia are exacer-
bating the impact by displacing 
vulnerable communities, destroy-
ing livelihoods, and limiting ac-
cess to humanitarian assistance,” 
Ford stated.

India’s main cities
record sharp fall in 
COVID-19 infections

I
ndia’s capital Delhi and fi-
nancial hub Mumbai have 
reported a big fall in COV-

ID-19 infections in the past two 
days and most of  those who 
contracted the virus have recov-
ered at home, authorities said on 
Monday.

Mumbai’s daily new infec-
tions fell below 10,000 on Sun-
day for the first time since early 
this month, after touching an all-
time high of  20,971 on Jan. 7. It 
reported 7,895 infections late on 
Sunday, Mumbai’s municipal 
corporation said.

Delhi’s cases have fallen con-
sistently since hitting a peak of  
28,867 on Jan. 13 and is expect-
ed to be fewer than 15,000 on 
Monday, for the first time since 
early January, the city govern-
ment’s health minister told re-
porters.

Both cities have said more 
than 80% of  their COVID-19 
hospital beds have remained 
unoccupied since the fast-trans-
mitting Omicron variant led to a 
massive surge in cases from the 
start of  the year.

“With very large numbers of  
sub-clinical, asymptomatic and 
undetected cases, it is difficult 
to pinpoint a peak by new cas-
es,” Rajib Dasgupta, head of  
the Centre of  Social Medicine 
& Community Health at New 
Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, said in an email.

“In this situation, monitoring 
hospitalisation is more prudent; 
today’s case can be next week’s 
hospitalisation.”

Other epidemiologists say a 
national peak in cases could 
come by early- or mid-February.

Experts have attributed the 
low hospitalisations to high 
levels of  previous infections 
and vaccination https://www.
reuters.com/world/india/indi-
as-new-covid-19-cases-hit-seven-
month-high-117100-2022-01-07. 
India has fully vaccinated about 
70% of  its 939 million adults 
and hopes to give the primary 
two doses to another 70 million 
or so teenagers by next month.

The government has advised 
states to mainly ask only people 
with symptoms of  COVID-19 to 
get tested https://www.reuters.
com/world/india/indias-new-
covid-19-rules-aim-free-up-re-
sources-carry-risks-2022-01-13 
instead of  random checks like 
earlier that badly stretched re-
sources, especially in the last 
major wave in April and May 
when millions were infected and 
tens of  thousands died.

India’s COVID-19 infections 
rose by 258,089 in the past 24 
hours, the health ministry said 
on Monday, taking the tally to 
37.38 million - the most in the 
world after the United States.

Deaths rose by 385 - nearly 
40% of  them due to a delayed 
recording of  previous fatalities 
in the southern state of  Kerala 
- for a toll of  486,451. Only the 
United States and Brazil have 
reported more total COVID-19 
deaths.

Sudan: 7 dead after 
security forces open fire 
during protest

S
udanese security forces on 
Monday have been accused 
of  killing at least seven peo-

ple during anti-coup protests in 
the capital Khartoum.

An advocacy group, the Cen-
tral Committee of  Sudan Doc-
tors (CCSD), said in a statement 
posted on social media that “sev-
en civilians were killed by the live 
ammunition of  security forces 
during today’s anti-coup peaceful 
protests.”

Thousands of  people again 
flooded the streets of  the capital 
city on Monday, demonstrating 
against military rule of  General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

Activist Nazim Sirag posted 
footage on Twitter showing men, 
women and children marching 
peacefully through the streets of  
Khartoum. Those in the crowd 
chanted slogans and waved flags.

Sirag said that security forc-
es opened fire on a number of  
marches in the capital, including 
one in which demonstrators had 
marched on the presidential pal-
ace.

In other videos circulating on 
various platforms online, young 
men can be seen throwing stones.

There have been allegations in 
the past that the military used an-
ti-aircraft weapons on protesters.

The CCSD said that around 
100 people had also been wound-
ed as a result of  the actions of  se-
curity personnel.

The turmoil appears to have 

been compounded by Prime Min-
ister Abdalla Hamdok’s resigna-
tion earlier this month.

Sudan’s pro-democracy move-
ment has slammed the use of  
force and called for a civil disobe-
dience campaign. Hamdok’s ad-
viser, Faisal Saleh, called for the 
global community to take action.

“The Sudanese people do not 
face an arbitrary government or 
authority, but rather a criminal 
gang that kills the youth of  Su-
dan in cold blood, and the whole 
world is watching,” Saleh said on 
Twitter.

Nine UN Security Council 
members urged all parties to “ex-
ercise the utmost restraint.”

In a statement released follow-
ing a meeting of  the council on 
Monday, all parties were called 
on to “refrain from the use of  
violence and emphasize the im-
portance of  full respect for hu-
man rights, including the rights to 
peaceful assembly and freedom of  
expression.”

US State Department spokes-
man Ned Price wrote on Twit-
ter that the US was “concerned 
by reports of  escalating violence 
against protesters” and said that 
two US officials were en route 
to Khartoum to “reiterate our 
call for security forces to end vi-
olence.”

Earlier this month the UN an-
nounced it was embarking on 
a peace process seeking to help 
Sudan find an end to its political 
crisis.

An 11-year-old, Sheila Anyango pre-
paring to carry her clothes packed in a 
bucket as most of her clothes were swept 
away by the heavy �oods of rain water 
from river Mutuine in Kibera. 
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uper Eagles interim 

Scoach, Augustine 
E g u a v o e n ,  h a s 

insisted that his team could 

elechi Nwakali, KFrancis Uzoho, 
Peter Olayinka 

and Tyronne Ebuehi are all 
set to start for the Super 
Eagles in today's AFCON 
Group D clash against 
Guinea Bissau as coach 

Augustine Eguavoen will 
make changes to rest key 
players for the knockout 
rounds.

Uzoho and Ebuehi are 
yet to get game time in 
Cameroon.

Semi Ajayi, Jamilu 

Collins, Alex Iwobi and 
Chidera Ejuke will also be 
involved against Guinea 
Bissau, who will need to 
win to stay alive at this 
t o u r n a m e n t .
Nwakali will come in for 
Joe Aribo, Uzoho takes 
over from Maduka Okoye 
in goal, while Olayinka is 
poised to lead the attack 
ahead of  Union Berlin 
striker Taiwo Awoniyi.

However, key stars like 
stand-in captain William 
Ekong, midfielder Wilfred 
Ndidi and striker Kelechi 
Iheanacho are expected to 
keep their places in the 
starting XI.

That's what looks like 
the spine of  the Eagles in 
Cameroon.

be punished if  they let 
down their guard against 
Guinea-Bissau.

Nigeria and Guinea-

Bissau will clash at the 
ongoing 2021 Africa Cup 
of  Nations (AFCON) in 
their final Group D fixture 

on Wednesday.
E g u a v o e n ' s  m e n 

currently top the group 
with six points from two 
games after beating Egypt 
and Sudan.

Guinea-Bissau, on the 
other hand, has one point 
from two games after losing 
to Egypt and playing a 

ustin Eguavoen 

Asays his team will 
g o  f o r  t h e 

maximum three points 
against Guinea-Bissau in 
their final Group D game at 
the Roumdé Adjia Stadium 
in Garoua on Wednesday. 

The Eagles are top of  
the group on six points and 

ormer Nigeria head Fc o a c h ,  S u n d ay 
Oliseh, has tipped 

Cameroon as a credible 
'title contender' at the 
ongoing 2021 Africa Cup 
of  Nations. 

Oliseh said the host 
n a t i o n  i s  “ s t r o n g , 
agg re s s ive,  and  we l l 
organised”. 

The former Ajax and 
Juventus midfielder also 
said that Cameroon is fun 

to watch. 
He also said that their 

c a p t a i n  V i n c e n t 
Aboubakar,  who has 
netted five goals at the 
tournament so far, leads a 
formidable team.

I n  a  t w e e t  a f t e r 
Cameroon drew with 
Cape Verde, Oliseh wrote, 
“ Ta l l ,  s t r o n g,  s o l i d , 
aggressive, compact, hosts 
&  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l 
o r g a n i z e d !  T h e 
indomitable Lions team, 
though at times static and 
not so nimble-footed, is 
definitely in my opinion, a 
credible title contender 
and Fun to watch with 
Aboubakar. AFCON is 
heating up!!”

Cameroon was the first 
country to qualify for the 
2021 AFCON round of  16 
after beating Burkina Faso 
and Ethiopia. 

The Indomitable Lions 
finished on top of  Group 
A with seven points after 
playing a 1-1 draw with 
Cape Verde on Monday. 

are already through to the 
round of  16 ,  but  the 
Djurtus need a win to stand 
a chance of  finishing as one 
of  the best third-place 
teams that will progress to 
the next round. 

Djurtus have a point 
after their goalless draw 
against Sudan in their 

opening  g roup game, 
before they narrowly lost to 
seven-time champions 
Egypt 1-0 in their second 
game on Saturday. 

The Bissau-Guineans 
will literally throw the 
kitchen sink at the Eagles, 
who may not be fielding 
their first XI for the game, 
but an assured Eguavoen 
says his side will not take 
the match lightly, insisting 
they will go all out to grab 
the maximum points.

“It is important for us 
to sustain the winning 
mentality while we keep 
our heads on our shoulders. 
Just as I told the boys after 
the match against Egypt, 
we are yet to win anything 
here except points. Guinea 
Bissau need the three 
points because they have 
only one so far and we must 
be prepared for a massive 
fight,” Eguavoen said. 

“If  we let down our 
g u a r d ,  w e  c o u l d  b e 
punished, and that would 
not be good for the team's 
psychology. We will go for 
the three points.

“With a little more 
luck, they could have 
beaten Sudan and could 
have drawn with Egypt. 
T h a t  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  
opposition we face on 
Wednesday. Nobody will 
tell me they're pushovers.” 

Both sides have never 
met either in a competitive 
or friendly game and both 
will love to start the count 
with a win. In the other 
Group D game that will be 
played simultaneously, 
Egypt will need to beat 
Sudan to cement their 
second spot on the table. 

goalless draw with Sudan.
Speaking ahead of  

N i g e r i a ' s  c l a s h  w i t h 
Guinea-Bissau, Eguavoen 
said there would be no 
room for complacency as 
the team will approach the 
game with the mindset to 
win.

“If  we let down our 

g u a r d ,  w e  c o u l d  b e 
punished, and that would 
not be good for the team's 
psychology,” Eguavoen 
was quoted as saying.

“We will go for the three 
points [against Guinea-
Bissau].''

The kick-off  time for 
the match is 8 pm.
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Nigeria vs Guinea-Bissau: Super Eagles could be punished – Eguavoen

...Says three points the target

Sunday Oliseh tips
Cameroon as title
contenders

Nwakali, Uzoho, Olayinka likely to start
for Super Eagles in last group game
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SPORTS
r s e n a l  h a v e 

Ar e p o r t e d l y 
returned with an 

improved player-plus-cash 
bid for Fiorentina striker 
Dusan Vlahovic.

A host of  clubs have 
been credited with an 
interest in the in-form 21-
year-old, who has scored 
20 goals in 24 appearances 
across all competitions this 
season.

Arsenal are thought to 
be at the front of  that 
queue, although Vlahovic 

rentford have offered BChristian Eriksen a 
six-month contract 

to get back into football, 
according to a report.

The 29-year-old has not 
played since suffering a 
c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  d u r i n g 

olves' winger, 

WAdama Traore 
h a s  j o i n e d 

social impact movement 
Common Goal, pledging 
one per cent of  his salary 
t o  t h e i r  a n t i - r a c i s m 
project.

The project, aimed at 
ending racism in football 
through comprehensive 
anti-racism training for the 
game's decision-makers, 
was launched last year in 
the United States.

“A l l  t o o  o f t e n  i n 
football the headlines are 
stolen by racist actions,” 
said the 25-year-old Spain 
international.

“ I f  I ' v e  l e a r n e d 
anything in my career so 
far, it's that leading with 
action rather than empty 
words are what counts in 
making a difference. It's 
important to me to use my 

platform to be part of  the 
solution.

“I know that my one 
per cent alone isn't going 
to fix this problem, and my 
voice alone won't solve 
systemic racism. But, if  I 
can encourage others to 
join us  in  this  f ight , 
nothing can stand in the 
way of  the impact we can 
make together.”

Common Goal was 
launched in 2017 when a 
single player, Juan Mata 
of  Manchester United and 
Spa in ,  commit ted  to 
pledge one per cent of  his 
salary to a collective fund.

There are now over 200 
professional players and 
m a n a g e r s  f r o m  4 5 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  o n  t h e 
Common Goal  team, 
including some of  the 
biggest names in football.

M a t a  s a i d :  “ I t ' s 

fantastic to see another 
person from the Premier 
L e a g u e  j o i n  my s e l f , 
Kasper Schmeichel and 
Jurgen Klopp in this 
growing team of  now over 
200 professionals from 
around the world.

“In England there are 
so many inspiring female 

players that are already 
Common Goal members, 
and I hope that Adama 
joining the movement in 
order to take tangible 
action on tackling racism 
will inspire other male 
c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  t h e 
Premier League to join the 
movement.

den Hazard has Et u r n e d  d ow n  a 
move to Newcastle 

Uni ted ,  desp i t e  Rea l 
Madrid accepting an offer 
of  £33.4mil l ion,  plus 
£ 8 . 3 m  i n  a d d - o n s , 
according to reports.

The 30-year-old has 
endured a miserable time 
in Spain since he arrived 
from Chelsea in 2019 for 
an  in i t ia l  f ee  o f  £88 
million.

Hazard's  form has 
been hampered with a 
series of  injuries and a lack 
of  form.

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e 
Belgium captain has fallen 
down the pecking order, 
wi th  Vin ic ius  J r  and 

Rodrygo preferred by 
Carlo Ancelotti.

Real Madrid president, 
F l o r e n t i n o  Pe r e z ,  i s 
believed to have accepted 
an offer of  €40 million 
(£33.4 million), plus €10 
million (£8.3 million) in 
add-ons, from Newcastle.

However, Hazard has 
snubbed the Magpies ' 
approach, insisting he will 
only leave for a 'big' club, 
such as Chelsea.

The Blues have long 
been linked with a reunion 
with Hazard, who shone at 
Stamford Bridge over his 
seven-year spell, scoring 
110 goals and providing 92 
assists in 352 appearances 
for the club.

Denmark's  match with 
Finland during Euro 2020, 
but he has expressed a desire 
to continue playing.

 Inter Milan agreed to 
terminate his contract after 
it was decided that Eriksen 
could not play in Italy due to 

his health, which makes him 
a free agent at the moment.

According to reports, 
Brentford have offered the 
midfielder a six-month 
contract until the end of the 
season, but they are one of  
four clubs in the Premier 
League currently interested.

On top of  that, there are 
dozens of  teams around 
Europe hoping to secure his 
signature this month, and 
Eriksen is weighing up his 
options right now.

T h e  D a n i s h 
international spent eight 
y e a r s  p l a y i n g  w i t h 
Tottenham Hotspur  in 
England, providing him 
with plenty of  experience 
that Brentford could benefit 
from.

The Bees will be back in 
action on Wednesday when 
t h e y  f a c e  M a n c h e s t e r 
United in the Premier 
League.

reportedly has reservations 
over joining the Gunners 
d u e  t o  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  
European football.

However, The Mirror 
claims that Arsenal are 
refusing to give up their 
pursui t  of  the  Serbia 
international and have 
made a fresh big-money 
bid for his services.

The report suggests 
that Mikel Arteta's side 
have lodged an offer of  
£50m plus Lucas Torreira, 
who is currently on loan at 

Fiorentina from Arsenal.
The Gunners are in the 

m a r k e t  f o r  a t t a c k i n g 
reinforcements due to the 
uncertain futures of  Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, 
Alexandre Lacazette and 
Eddie Nketiah.

Arsenal are pushing to 
wrap up a deal for Vlahovic 
this month, but could be 
forced to wait until the 
summer should Fiorentina 
stand firm on their asking 
price.
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Arsenal 'make fresh player-plus-cash bid for Dusan Vlahovic

Brentford offer Christian Eriksen
six-month contract

Adama Traore pledges part of salary to
anti-racism fight

Eden Hazard snubs move

to EPL in £33m transfer
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Community panics as gunmen
behead 65-year-old man in Imo
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Mompha opts for remand at
Ikoyi Prison
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