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NEWS

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he students of  Alvan 
Ikoku Federal College 
of  Education Ower-

ri, have rejected what they 
termed abysmal increment 
in their school fees being im-
posed on them by the school 
management. 

The students who rejected 
the outrageous increase in 
their school fees, had threat-
ened to embark on serious 
civil unrest if  the school man-
agement refuses to rescind its 
harsh decision on the school 
fees which they said would be 
to their detriment.

The agitating students who 
anonymously poured out 
their outcry last week while 
speaking with our reporter 
who visited the institution, 
disclosed that the school 
management was not sup-
posed to increase their school 
fees in order to use the money 
to rehabilitate some dilapidat-
ed amenities or fund some 
projects in the school where-

Alvan students reject
increment in school fees

as the Tertiary Education 
Fund (TETFUND) is being 
used to that effect given that 
the school is owned and man-
aged by the federal govern-
ment, asking management to 
review the tuition fees with 
a view to ameliorating their 
suffering and the huddles 
their parents or sponsors go 
through to foot their tuition 
fees.

They wondered why man-
agement of  the federal institu-
tion which parades many ac-
ademic giants could allegedly 
impose outrageous school 
fees on students to finance 
projects which ordinarily are 
being funded by Tertiary Ed-
ucation Fund (TETFUND), 
informing that the Students 
Union Government (SUG) 
President, Comr. Onuoha, 
told them not to pay any fees, 
who they accused of  siding 
with the authority to dwin-
dle the morale of  students, as 
well as cause civil unrest in 
the school. “The SUG Pres-
ident is dormant. He told stu-

dents not to pay any money 
till further notice. He denied 
any knowledge of  the incre-
ment in school fees. He said 
he called the college bursar, 
but no tangible news is heard 
from him”.

According to a final year 
student of  the college, “de-
gree students paid #64,000 in 
their first year, but as a result 
of  the sudden increment in 
school fees which culminat-
ed into making second year 
students to pay #75,000, third 
year students #68,000 and 
final year student #47000 as 
against the norm”, adding 
that “the tradition has been 
that the higher a student pro-
ceeds academically, the lower 
the fees, but there is now a 
reverse of  the tradition in the 
institution”.

Commenting, a civil serv-
ant and a parent of  two stu-
dents of  the institution, Elder 
Cyril Amadi who expressed 
disappointment over the tu-
ition impasse, advised the 
school management to  resort 

to TETFUND or to the fed-
eral government for interven-
tion, saying it was the height 
of  insensitivity to impose fees 
on the students amidst harsh 
economy that destabilizes the 
society.

Just as an academic staff  of 
the college who did not want 
his name in print, said “there 
would have been a dialogue 
between students and man-
agement prior to the time of 
effect”, blaming the Students 
Union Government of  the 
school for not speaking up 
for students, mentioning that 
other SUG Presidents react 
proactively when students are 
embattled with such abysmal 
policies of  their school au-
thorities.

The students are calling 
on the federal government 
to wade into the matter to re-
store the status quo in terms 
of  school fees payment. 

Efforts made to reach the 
college management includ-
ing the SUG President was 
unsuccessful.

ISTSBC boss, Obowo lauds Uzodimma 
on 2 years anniversary
By Grace Ofurum

T
he chairman of  the 
Imo State Transport 
Security Biometric 

Capture and Painting, El-
der Anaelechi  Ukanwune 
popularly known as Obowo 
has lauded Governor Hope 
Uzodimma over his achieve -
ments as he celebrated his 
two years in office.

Obowo reiterated his sup-
port to the Governor as he 
explained that the 3R Gov-
ernment has lived up to its 
mandate.

Obowo disclosed that the 
Governor has incorporated 

the commercial drivers in 
the scheme of  things in his 
administration which he 
said was not done by past 
administration. He  main-
tained that the recent free 
25 litres of  fuel donated to 
thousands of  commercial 
drivers during the Christmas 
period and after was the first 
of  its kind.

While  expressing thanks 
to the Governor for equally 
employing some of  the driv-
ers to work for the govern-
ment, he stated that the gov-
ernment made the transport 
system free from the previ-
ous bottlenecks.

Governors will abuse 
State Police, APGA
chieftain warns
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
chieftain of  All 
Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) 

in Abia State, Chief  Chik-
we Udensi has called for 
creation of  regional Police 
system in Nigeria, to tackle 
security challenges.

This is even as he disa-
grees with the agitations 
for creation of  State Police, 
saying that President Mo-
hamadu Buhari was right 
to withhold his approval 
for it.

Chikwe who spoke with 
journalists in Umuahia, 
Abia State, pointed out 
that it was risky entrust-
ing State Governors with 
Command and control 
of  Policing and fire arms, 
as according to him, they 
would abuse the opportu-
nity.

He reasoned that polit-
ical opponents and other 
critics of  any Governor 
may be attacked by such 
State helmsman, capitalis-
ing on Police Commands 
at their disposal.

The security consultant 
observed that the moder-
ate success recorded by the 
Amotekun security organ-
isation in the South West-
ern part of  Nigeria points 
to the fact that Ebubeagu 
security system would be a 
success in the South East, 
if  well managed by the 
South East Governors.

Ikpeazu lauds Armed Forces’ sacrifices in 
war against banditry

His words “When some-
body holds a different 
opinion from what they 
have, it is always a seri-
ous problem. You see how 
they react, that gives you 
an idea of  what they will 
do when you give them 
arms.”

“When INEC conducts 
elections, almost all the 
political parties even small 
ones will win positions. 
But you give a State Gov-
ernor opportunity to con-
duct elections through 
State Independent Elec-
toral Commission, look at 
the results. No other party 
will win any other thing, 
including councillorship 
positions, apart from their 
own party”, Udensi said.

The APGA top shot 
however, commended 
Governors Dave Umahi 
and Willie Obiano of  Eb-
onyi and Anambra States 
respectively, for their sup-
port for Ebubeagu security 
network and urged other 
Governors in the South 
East to follow suit, towards 
securing the region.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has com-

mended the sacrifices and 
commitment of  the Nige-
rian Armed Forces in the 
maintenance of  national 
and international security. 

He made  the commen-
dation during the grand 
finale marking the end of  
the 2022 Armed Forces 
Remembrance Day cel-
ebration held at the old 
Cenotaph ground, Ogu-
rube layout,  Umuahia.
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The Governor urged 
Nigerians to always  ap-
preciate and acknowledge 
the patriotic contributions 
and sacrifices of  the Ni-
geria Armed Forces in the 
fight against Boko Haram, 
insurgency, kidnapping, 
banditry, armed robbery, 
terrorism and other forms 
of  criminality. 

Represented by his Dep-
uty, Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, 
Ikpeazu pointed out that 
the achievements of  the 
Nigerian Legion in the 
State could not be over 
emphasize given her com-
mitment in the training 

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has con-
firmed the death of  

a police inspector who died 
during the attack by gun-
men at Mgbidi police sta-
tion on Friday.

It was gathered that in 
a bid to repel an attack by 
the hoodlums, who wanted 
to penetrate the divisional 
police in the area, the po-
lice engaged them in a gun 
battle and in the process, 
the inspector whose name 
is yet to be revealed lost his 
life while another sustained 
a minor bullet injury on the 
head.

An eye witness account 
has it, that the gunmen at-
tacked the police men who 
were stationed close to the 
police station and were tak-
en unawares by the hood-
lums who came in disguise.

The police in a bid to stop 
their access to the premises 
of  station opened fire on 
them, in the process, some 
of  them were injured and 
escaped with the Toyota Hi-

lux van that conveyed them.
It was  also gathered that 

the operation lasted within 
a short time frame as the 
hoodlums fled having been  
suppressed by the Police 
Tactical team

According to a statement 
made available by the po-
lice, the hoodlums were giv-
en a hot chase as they fled 
even as the  police is making 
efforts to track the hideout 
of  the criminals since it’s 
evident that they will not go 
far because of  the several in-
juries they sustained.

The police therefore 
seized the opportunity to re-
mind imo citizens to always 
support the police in fight-
ing crimes by fishing out 
criminal elements in their 
locality and urged people 
not to fail in reporting any-
one treating bullet wounds 
around them.

The commissioner of  po-
lice CP Rabiu Hussaini also 
assured that the police will 
continue in its responsibility 
to ensuring that peace and 
stability is restored in the 
state.

of  security personnel for 
churches, schools, banks, 
ministries among others 
and reassured that his 
administration would re-
main security conscious.

He further pledged his 
administration’s commit-
ment to  security through 
the sustaining partnership 
with Nigerian Legion for 
a prevailing peace in Abia 
State, recalling how his 
government had been able 
to retain Abia’s position as 
one of  the  most peaceful 
and secured State in Nige-
ria.

Service Commanders of  

According to him, there 
is massive infrastructural 
development in the state 
such as road construction, 
installation of  traffic lights 
and construction of  modern 
roundabouts for free flow of 
traffic, amongst others.

Ukanwune who is also 
the president of  Imo state 
Amalgamated Drivers As-
sociation said the issue of 
touts has been handled  by 
the governor as any case of 
touting is strictly dealt with 
without delay by the present 
administration.

He mentioned that the in-
troduction of  biometric cap-

turing for the drivers has also 
reduced cases of  kidnapping 
and insecurity experienced 
in the state, especially that 
he disclosed that the direc-
tive by the government for 
commercial drivers to re-
brand their vehicles with the 
state colour code of  Blue 
and white is a giant feat by 
the governor as the issue has 
been a contention with the 
past administration.

On the issue of  insecurity 
he maintained that the gov-
ernor has done well even 
in the face of  security chal-
lenges that has bedeviled 
the state, as he said, that the 
governor tried his best not to 
allow the security issues to 
escalate but has done well in 
ensuring peace and calm in 
the state.

the Armed Forces in Abia 
State, Chairman of  Nige-
rian Legion in Abia State, 
Commander Ambrose 
Nnabugwu, Secretary to 
Abia State Government, 
Chris Ezem, Head of  Ser-
vice, Onyi Wamah, tradi-
tional rulers among others 
attended the event.

A guard of  honour 
mounted by officers and 
men of  the Nigerian 
Armed Forces in Abia 
State was also inspected by 
the Governor, with a 21-
gun salute fired in the air 
in honour of  fallen heroes.
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From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Peo-
ple’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) has  accused 

the state government and the 
commissioner of  police in 
the state of  working ‘hand in 
gloves with a gang of  vicious 
hoodlums’ in terrorising its 
members in the state.

The State chairman of  the 
Party,  Mr. Tochukwu Okorie 
who made the accusation in a 
petition letter to the National 
Security Adviser (NSA), the 
Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP) and the Director Gen-
eral, State Security Service 
(DSS) which was made avail-
able to newsmen in Abakaliki 
alleged state sponsored terror 
against party members.

 “I find it very worrisome 
that Ebonyi State Police 
Command appears to be 
working hand in gloves with 
a gang of  vicious hoodlums 
on a reckless rampage with 
the backing and facilitation 
of  Ebonyi State Government. 

Nwoba Chika saga: Ebonyi PDP
petitions IGP, NSA

Well-meaning and law-abid-
ing citizens of  Ebonyi State 
are being pushed beyond tol-
erable limits by the mayhem, 
wanton destruction, naked 
molestation and dehumanis-
ing treatment these agents of 
evil and their pay masters are 
consistently unleashing on in-
nocent citizens of  the state.” 

He called the Inspector 
General of  Police as a mat-
ter of  urgency to intervene 
to save Ebonyi State citizens 
over alleged to threat of  lives

“That the Honourable IGP 
should as a demonstration of 
professionalism and respect 
for the rule of  law, intervene 
to save Ebonyi state citizens 
from state sponsored terror”.

“That the Honourable IGP 
should investigate cases of 
professional misconduct by 
the Ebonyi state Police Com-
mand in the interest of  the 
image of  the Nigerian Police 
Force, and the personal in-
tegrity of  the IGP as a fine 
officer and gentleman’

“That the IGP should in-
tervene to release Mr.Chika 

The victims of children traf�ckers paraded before newsmen in Abakaliki.

Nwoba, the State Publicity 
Secretary of  the PDP who is 
still in the custody of  the po-
lice more than 48 hours of  his 
abduction by an armed gang 
and detention by the police”.

Recall that Mr. Nwoba Chi-
ka Nwoba the Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) Publicity 
Secretary in Ebonyi State re-
portedly slumped in court on 
Wednesday.

Nwoba slumped around 
3pm when he was brought to 
the Magistrate Court 2 inside 
the Ebonyi Judiciary Head-
quarters Abakaliki by Police 
operatives.

He had been in police de-
tention since Sunday when 
members of  Ebubeagu Secu-
rity outfit in the State arrested 
and handed him over to the 

Police. He is being accused by 
State government of  spread-
ing fake news on social me-
dia, a crime punishable under 
the controversial cybercrimes 
law signed into law last year.

The Ebonyi State chapter 
of  People’s Democratic Party  
had claimed that he was beat-
en by Ebubeagu officials who 
arrested him before the Police 
rescued and placed him on 
arrest.

The Police had failed to ar-
raign him on Tuesday despite 
bringing him to the court 
premises. His lawyer com-
plained on Tuesday that the 
Police refused him medical 
treatment despite the injuries 
here sustained from the al-
leged beating.

On Wednesday, he slumped 

Ebonyi Police rescues 32 underaged
children from traffickers
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice Command, has 
rescued 32 underaged 

children from traffickers and 
arrested 3 suspects in Eb-
onyi.

The Command Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), DSP Loverth 
Odah, who  disclosed this 
while parading the suspects 
along side the rescued 32 vic -
tims at the Police B Division 
in Abakaliki, noted that the 
suspects allegedly trafficked 
underaged children from dif-
ferent parts of  the country 
for forced labour and sexual 
exploitation.

She stated that the victims 
were rescued following a 
case of  a missing minor that 
was reported to the police 
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by one Mrs. Nwankwo Ijio-
ma who hails from Uterufie 
village in Ebonyi LGA, who 
said her daughter, one Miss 
Nwankwo Childera, aged 
14, who left their house in 
August 2021 had not been 
seen since.

“On January 7, 2022 at 
about 9:30am, one Mrs. 
Nwankwo Ijeoma of  Uter-
uife Village in Ebonyi local 
government area of  the state 
reported a case of  her miss-
ing 14 year-old daughter, 
Nwankwo Chidera”.

DSP Odah said that in 
the cause of  investigation, 
a company’s advertisment 
flier captioned “Neo Life” 
containing a phone number 
was found in the daughter’s 
room, adding that the own-
er of  the phone number, one 
Christian Nwankwo, aged 
19 years, was trailed and ar-

as he was about entering the 
court. Efforts to resuscitate 
him failed, forcing the Police 
to rush him out of  the court 
premises possibly to a hospi-
tal.

However as journalists pre-
pared to leave to file their re-
ports, he was brought back by 
the Police.

His lawyer, Barr Luke Nk-
wegu told reporters that the 
Police said they were ordered 
to bring him back for arraign-
ment dead or alive.

The Magistrate Court 2 sit-
ting in Abakaliki presided by 
Blessing Chukwu adjoined 
the matter till 14th of  January 
2022. The court also ordered 
Nwoba be sent to the Police 
Clinic in Abakaliki for treat-
ment. The Court gave the or-

der following an application 
by the PDP spokesperson’s 
lawyer, Luke Nkwegu.

Nkwegu had prayed the 
court not to entertain the mat-
ter since his client was not in 
a capacity to stand trial due 
to ill health. Nwoba was car-
ried into the court by over five 
men and placed on a seat in 
the dock.

Two policemen held him 
throughout the period of  the 
court session to avoid his fall-
ing to the ground.

He did not respond to his 
name being called when the 
matter was called.

Despite the objection by 
the Police prosecutor, Mathis 
Eze, the judge ordered that he 
be taken to the Police clinic 
for treatment.

rested.
She added that the sus-

pect led police operatives 
to their hideout at Okposi 
Umuaghara in Ezza North 
LGA of  the state where two 
other members of  his gang 
were arrested. She gave their 
names as, Nwagboduhu Ek-
ene Male, aged 20 years and 
Nwaoko Godwin, Male, 
aged 24 years.

The PPRO further said 16 
males and 15 females who 
are indigenes of  Ebonyi, 
Enugu, Imo, Anambra, 
Akwa Ibom, Cross River, Be -
nue, Abia and Rivers States 
were rescued from them.

She added that while vic-
tims were rescued in Ebonyi, 
Chidera Nwankwo was 
traced to Imo State where 
she was also rescued.

She said that a suspect-
ed trafficker who posed as 

the company representative 
tricked Chidera into running 
away from her parent’s house 
to Imo State, adding that an 
apartment was rented for her 
and other children where she 
was serially abused sexually.

 “Our preliminary inves-
tigation revealed that the 
children are trafficked from 
different parts of  the coun-
try and are being used for 
forced labour and sexual 
exploitation in the name of 
networking/hawking NEO 
Life company products,” the 
statement said.

Odah said that so far, the 
command has a total num-
ber of  18 unclaimed children 
rescued from the suspected 
traffickers and urged parents 
whose children are missing 
to come to the Command 
headquarters for identifica-
tion and possible claim.

Roche Group, host communities 
laud Imo Govt over N350b
investment in Adapalm

G
overnor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has met 

with Roche Group, repre-
sentatives of  Adapalm host 
communities and equity 
stakeholders on how best to 
maximise the N350b invest-
ment in Adapalm by Roche 
Group through the Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) as 
the groups lauded the govern-
ment for her efforts.

Speaking to all the groups 
at the Sam Mbakwe Execu-
tive Chamber Government 
House Owerri on Thursday, 
the Governor informed that 
his  government had succeed-
ed in ensuring amicable settle-
ment with Roche Group over 
hitherto contentious issues 
and in a manner that would 
engender a win win situation 
in the Adapalm project.

The Governor told the 
Stakeholders from the 
Adapalm host communities 
that through the PPP arrange-
ment, the Imo State govern-
ment has an equity of  14 per-
cent, the host communities, 
five percent, while the Board 
and Management of  the 
Company will work out from 
the remaining percentage the 
equity to accommodate other 
interest groups.

The Governor told the 
host communities  that the 
N350 billion investment in 
Adapalm by Roche is not 
a small investment, hence 
they must cooperate among 

themselves to create an ena-
bling environment that would 
make it possible for them 
to reap bountifully from the 
profit and dividends of  the 
Company as equity holders.

Governor Uzodimma re-
minded the people that he in-
vited them to formerly discuss 
the proposed programmes 
and plans that are afloat to re-
launch Adapalm in a big way 
and the need for them to take 
advantage of  the deal and to 
be part of  the success story, 
going forward.

 He also said that the meet-
ing was to listen to the Stake-
holders on anything they 
want government to do re-
garding the new arrangement 
so as to take that into consid-
eration.

Governor Uzodimma said: 
“Government can no longer 
run Adapalm alone. That is 
why government has gone 
into partnership with the Ro-
che Group for the continued 
management of  Adapalm.

“For some time now, gov-
ernment and Roche were in 
court concerning the original 
MOU and terms of  agree-
ment that were not consistent 
with the 3R mantra.

“Today, through the PPP 
arrangement government has 
resolved whatever differences 
there were with Roche Group 
so as to have a win-win situa-
tion and allow the Company 
to continue in the manage-
ment of  Adapalm.
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T
he Armed Forces 
Remembrance Day, 
also simply known 

as Remembrance Day, is 
celebrated and observed 
on 15 January every year 
to commemorate the 
servicemen of the Nigerian 
Armed Forces. It also 
honors veterans of the 
World War I and II as well 
as the Nigerian Civil War.

It is a day set aside for 
sober reflections on the 
significance of the armed 
forces to the country.

It is important that the 
spirit of defending the 
territory of the country is 
increased as the celebration 
comes and goes. Citizens 
must appreciate the efforts 
of the armed forces, 
especially those who have 
paid the supreme prize in 
their quest to protect the lives 
and property of Nigerians 
as well as to defend her 
territorial integrity.

They should be 
commended for paying the 
supreme prize for the unity, 
peace and protection of 
fellow humans in Nigeria.

The Armed Forces 
Remembrance Day is 
celebrated to communicate 
the fact that the sacrifice 
of the fallen heroes and 
those serving to protect the 
sovereignty of Nigeria are 
not taken for granted. It is 

moral booster for increased 
commitment, devotion and 
dedication in the service of 
God and humanity.

It sends strong positive 
signal to those serving that 
their labours and those who 
have paid the supreme price 
cannot be in vain. If only 
encouraging those who are 
staking their lives at the 
fronts of insecurity is what 
the citizens should do, then 
it’s not asking for too much. 

We urge the security 
operatives to continue to be 
inspired to ensure the security 
of protection of lives and 
properties especially at the 
heels of the Armed Forces 
Remembrance Day. There 
should be collaborative 
efforts including the citizens 
to contending the scourge of 
insecurity in the country. 

The signing of register 
by the President and 
governors as innovation to 
the celebration shows that 
they have gone through this 
process of the celebration.

Recall that the armed 
forces remembrance day 
celebration dates back 
to 1919 when the British 
Commonwealth member 
states used the day to mark 
the end of the first world war 
and honoured the memory 
of those who died during 
the war.

Re-echoing 
the spirit 
of Armed 
Forces heroes

Our TeamOur Team



P
ensioners in the 
South-East have 
lauded President 

Muhammadu Buhari 
for approving the use 
of  technological-driven 
verification to stamp out all 
forms of  stress in the pension 
system.

The pensioners gave the 
commendation at the launch 
of  “Am Alive” Application 
by the Pension Transitional 
Arrangement Directorate 
(PTAD) in the South-East in 
Enugu at the weekend.

They were of  the view 
that President Buhari 
has continued to accord 
pensioners unprecedented 
respect and commitment to 
their welfare throughout his 
administration.

The President-General 
of  Federal Parastatals and 
Private Sector Pensioners 
Association of  Nigeria, 
Chief  Temple Ubani said 
that Buhari had changed the 
tide and system of  pension 
administration by the 
singular act of  approving 
technology to assist the 
system.

“It is clear that our 
amiable President is 
continually thinking on how 
to better our lots and this 
will be further achieved by 
the ‘Am Alive’ application 
that can be operated in the 
comfort of  our homes.

“Operating the Am Alive 
application is so simple with 
a few steps you are through 
and given a confirmation,” 
Ubani said.

Southeast pensioners 
laud Buhari on use of  
technological-driven 
verification in payment 
system

Chairman of  Nigeria 
Union of  Pensioners 
(NUP), Enugu State, Mr. 
Edwin Ofoegbu said that 
Buhari’s administration 
through PTAD had 
changed the pension system 
administration to the extent 
that we have a clear departure 
from the recent past.

Ofoegbu said that the 
Am Alive application was 
such a transformational 
initiative, adding that those 
days of  traveling from one’s 
home to a far destination for 
verification are over.

“Slumping of  pensioners 
on queue is over as well as 
pensioners being stranded, 
turning into destitute and 
beggars in the city for their 
verification is over.

“At least in my lifetime, 
I have seen the ‘Change’ 
President Buhari has 
promised through the new 
way and how senior citizens 
of  this great country are 
treated fairly, with respect 
and love,” he said.

Mr Emma Adu, National 
Secretary of  NITEL/
MTEL Pensioners, thanked 
the Federal Government 
through PTAD for coming 
up with an application “so 
easy and less cumbersome’’ 
that elderly people can 
relate to.

“We salute President 
Buhari for the changes 
we have been seeing as 
pensioners, being spear-
headed by PTAD. “The 
latest being the Am Alive 
application, which is an 
innovation worth millions 
as far as we are concerned as 
pensioners.

“The thought, burden 

of  traveling and even some 
uncertainties at the pension 
verification centres have 
been lifted from us with the 
Am Alive application,” Adu 
said.

In an address, the 
Executive Secretary of 
PTAD, Dr. Chioma Ejikeme, 
said that the Am Alive 
application was a giant step 
meant to reduce the stress of 
pensioners going forward; 
while confirming whether an 
individual pensioner is alive 
or not.

“With the Am Alive 
application, you can do 
your verification in the 
comfort of  your home and 
it will hit the PTAD data-
base simultaneously; thus, a 
stress-free, seamless, concise 
and friendly technological 
app all pensioners can relate 
to.

“Today’s launch of  the 
application is a test run to 
determine its workability; 
while the pensioners here 
today would act as those 
that will train their fellow 
colleagues.

“In every community you 
must find or have people 
using simple android phones 
that you can use to enter our 
website and fill up the simple 
requirements and get your 
confirmation at the end,” 
Ejikeme said.

The executive secretary 

also revealed that the Federal 
Government had set-up a 
committee to liaise with the 
Federal Ministry of  Health 
to see to the possibility of 
placing all senior citizens in 
a universal health insurance 
coverage scheme.

“This arrangement when 

implemented will ensure 
optimal health of  all our 
senior citizens and all 
pensioners will be included 
and be beneficiaries of  the 
scheme,” she said.

Earlier, in a Pension 
Stakeholders Forum (town 
hall meeting), the pensioners 
urged PTAD to look into 
the issue of  some pensioners 
whose names were removed 
in the payroll but had been 
verified.

They also called for 
creation of  a forum where 
the chairman or secretary 
of  pension unions can 
relate and interact with 
PTAD executives on issues 
bothering their individual 
members among others.

It is clear that our amiable President is con -
tinually thinking on how to better our lots and 
this will be further achieved by the ‘Am Alive’ 
application that can be operated in the comfort 

of  our homes. “Operating the Am Alive ap -
plication is so simple with a few steps you are 

through and given a conrmation,” Ubani said.
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Aba petroleum marketers 
decry illegal oil bunkering 

NUPENG, Aba unit, said that 
they suspect that the bunkers 
got the products around the 
boundary of  Rivers State and 
Abia State and were trying to 
enter into Aba to distribute 
them before they were caught. 

“We’ve tried our best. We’re 
doing our job to get these 
guys. They abandoned their 
products and ran away. We 
are calling on the Governor 
to kindly assist us to fight 
and win this battle with these 
people because their activities 
are affecting everybody. 

“We can’t load in the Depot 
again. Their activities in the 
pipeline are killing business. 
These people sell cheaper 
than the NNPC price in the 
Depot. They break pipelines 
and take refined products to 
sell illegally.” 

The chairman of  the 
joint task force, Mr. Godfrey 
Chukwunyere said that the 
activities of  illegal oil bunkers 
are taking the majority 
of  their members out of  
business, as they cannot get 
products anymore from the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) Depot 
in Aba.

“We plead with the 
government of  Abia State 
to come to our aid. We are 
trying our best to checkmate 
the activities of  these illegal 
bunkers. 

“We need the support of  
the government. These people 
are criminals and they’re 
sabotaging the Nigerian 
economy and taking genuine 

oil marketers out of  business. 
“These vandals have filled 

the market with adulterated 
products that are harmful to 
our people. We formed this 
task force to checkmate the 
nefarious activities of  illegal 
bunkers and make sure that 
none of  our marketers is 
involved in this. 

“We also want to ensure 
that any of  our members 
found to be collaborating 
with these vandals are delisted 
and reported to the approval 
authorities. 

“We’re happy that so 
far none of  our members is 
involved in this. These people 
are criminals and must be 
stopped. We cannot fold our 
hands to allow them to take us 
out of  business. 

“All we want is for products 

to be at the Aba Depot of  
the NNPC so that we can 
do our business and pay 
necessary taxes as genuine 
businessmen.”

Hon. Chidiadi Achibiri, 
the Public Relations Officer 
(PRO) of  the OGS branch 
of  NUPENG, Aba unit said 
that the issue on the ground 
is beyond just marketing of  
illegally gotten petroleum 
products, but also marketing 
of  adulterated products that 
have been causing problems 
for Nigerians. 

“This thing is increasing at 
an alarming rate. We decided 
to come together to say no 
to this. We got information 
about their activities and we 
took action to get them. 

“Normally, the law says 
that when we get this type of  

O
il and Gas Marketers 
in Aba comprising 
of  officials of  the 

Nigeria Union of  Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Workers 
(NUPENG), the Independent 
Petroleum Marketers 
Association of  Nigeria 
(IPMAN), Petroleum Tanker 
Drivers (PTD) and the 
Natural Oil and Gas Suppliers 
Association of  Nigeria 
(NOGASA) have pleaded 
with Abia State Governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu to save their 
businesses.

The marketers said that the 
combined activities of  illegal 
oil bunkers and producers 
of  different adulterated 
petroleum products have 
made it very difficult for the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) Mega 
Depot at Okpokoroala, 
Osisioma Ngwa Local 
Government Area to have 
supply of  petroleum products. 

The marketers made the 
plea at the weekend when 
joint Taskforce (JTF) of  
NUPENG, IPMAN, PTD 
and NOGASA intercepted 
two petroleum tankers jointly 
loaded with 90,000 litres of  
diesel at Tonimas Junction off  
the Ariaria axis of  the Enugu-
Port Harcourt Highway.

The JTF operatives seized 
the two trucks each carrying 
45,000 litres of  refined diesel 
while they were conveying 
the diesel to an undisclosed 
location for distribution and 
marketing.

News Echo gathered that 
the occupants of  the two 
tankers abandoned the trucks 
and escaped arrest, when 
they noticed the presence of  
the JTF close to the Popular 
Tonimas Junction, along 
the Enugu-Port Harcourt 
Highway.

A source within the JTF 
told News Echo that the tankers 
according to the tip-off  they 
got were more than two, but 
they were only able to get two. 
He said that the movement of  
the illegal bunkers from Rivers 
State into Abia State has 
become so urgent following 
the war declared against them 
by Governor Nyesom Wike.

Chief  Nwandu Anyawu, 
Chairman, Oil and Gas 
Suppliers (OGS) branch of  

product, we should take them 
to the appropriate authorities 
that will take it up from there 
with investigations. 

“They have fake documents 
forged to enable them to move 
these products as if  they were 
gotten from the Depot. 

“They’re bringing these 
products from Rivers State 
but we have our people here 
checking them because the 
Depot here in Aba is no longer 
functioning.”

News Echo gathered that 
the Osisioma NNPC Depot 
has not been having supply 
for a while now following the 
constant breaking of  pipelines 
by the illegal oil bunkers who 
have made it a routine business 
for themselves to constantly 
break the pipeline.

News analysis

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Intercepted tanker by JTF
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 The Provost, Management, Staff and Students of Imo State 

College of Education, Ihitte Uboma heartily congratulate our 

amiable and the People's Governor, His Excellency the 

Distinguished Senator Hope Uzodimma and his Deputy Prof. 
nd

Placid Njoku as they mark their 2  year in office. 

We pray for more grace, wisdom and grace on His Excellency as 

he rides victoriously in his God's given mandate to celebrate 

more years of fruitful service and leadership in office as the 

executive governor of our dear state.
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His Excellency,
Dist. Sen. Hope Uzodimma
Executive Governor, Imo State

His Excellency,
Prof. Placid Njoku
Deputy Governor, Imo State
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Omicron is closing day care centers in droves,
parents ‘just trying to stay afloat’

I
f  you’re a working parent with 
young kids, chances are the 
new year hasn’t been as hap-
py as you’d hoped. Omicron 

is raging, guidance is constantly 
changing, vaccines aren’t approved 
for little children, and COVID-19 
test kits are in short supply. 

Meanwhile, reliable, afforda-
ble child care options are scarce. 
Centers are canceling classes or 
closing down altogether as em-
ployees call in sick or leave their 
jobs. Cases are now cropping up at 
day cares, where internal spread at 
least used to be somewhat limited. 

“You had so many programs 
that were under the impression 
that they weathered the worst 
of  the storm,” said Rhian Evans 
Allvin, the CEO of  the National 
Association for the Education of  
Young Children. “Now they’re 
back in program-delivery crisis, 
and they’re back in economic cri-
sis.” 

It’s hard to quantify just how 
widespread child care disruptions 
are. Data are hard to come by 
because the sector is essentially 
comprised of  a bunch of  small 
businesses. But the statistics that 
do exist – supported by mounting 
complaints on social media, flur-
ries of  texts between working par-
ents and interviews from around 
the country – suggest closures are 
again on the rise after months of  
relative stability. They’re driven 
by both the surge in COVID cases 
and staffing issues. 

One such statistic comes from 
Zachary Parolin, a professor of 
social policy at Italy’s Bocconi 
University. Since the start of  the 
pandemic, he and his co-research-
er have been using anonymized 
cell phone data from more than 
40 million users to track visits to 

schools and child care centers in 
the U.S. When the total number of  
monthly visits to a child care center 
is more than 50% lower than it was 
in 2019, the researchers count that 
as a disruption. 

Last month, 28% of  formal child 
care centers across the U.S. expe-
rienced a decline of  at least that 
much , according to the research-
ers’ recently updated dataset. That 
was the highest rate since June.  

‘I have to just put my career on 
hold’

Monica Cox, a mother of  a 

3-year-old in Ohio, feels like she’s 
running a day care out of  her 
home these days. Never did she ex -
pect she’d be at this stage in her life 
– in her 40s, a distinguished pro-
fessor of  engineering, a small busi-
ness owner – spending so many 
workdays caring for a toddler. Her 
son’s actual day care center is now 
winding down its latest closure in 
a string of  several due to positive 
cases.

Cox and her husband, a teacher, 
must coordinate their busy sched-

ules so they can take care of  their 
toddler when he can’t be at day 
care. They often end up taking sick 
days. Cox, who works from home, 
has grown accustomed to doing 
work in the early mornings and 
late evenings so she can tend to her 
son during the day. She admits her 
work performance has suffered.

“Something is telling me not to 
push myself  at a level that I used to 
push myself  because I don’t know 
how long I have to sustain this,” 
she said.

Taylor Sims’s daughter Eleanor 
was born prematurely with a heart 
issue in April 2020 and hadn’t 
spent much time around other 
children until last fall. That’s when 
Sims and her husband decided, in 
consultation with their doctor, that 
it was safe enough to enroll Elea-
nor in daycare. Sims, a graduate 
student at the University of  Michi-
gan, was relieved she’d finally have 
some time to make progress on her 
history doctorate – she’d already 
had to postpone its completion. 

... As Chile reports record 
9,284 daily COVID-19 cases

C
hile reported Saturday 
21 deaths and 9,284 cas-
es of  COVID-19 in the 

past 24 hours, a record num-
ber driven by the spread of  the 
Omicron variant of  the virus 
and increased mobility over the 
holidays.

“Unfortunately, what we pro-
jected on Monday was fulfilled 
today, that we would possibly 
exceed the maximum number 
of  new cases that had been 
registered in the country,” Un-
dersecretary of  Public Health 
Maria Teresa Valenzuela told 
reporters.

She expressed her concern 
about the new wave but also 
stressed that there has not been 
an increase in deaths or the oc-
cupancy of  intensive care unit 
beds.

Cases of  COVID-19 in-
creased by 143 percent over the 
past seven days and the number 
of  infections detected on Satur-

day is more than double those 
registered on Monday (4,069).

The positivity rate at the na-
tional level in the last 24 hours 
increased to 9.08 percent, with 
active cases standing at 41,895.

Authorities are urging citizens 
to practice self-care and receive 
a booster dose of  vaccine to bet-
ter protect against the Omicron 
variant.

“The booster dose is showing 
that vaccines are effective and 
reduce the risks of  becoming 
seriously ill and dying from the 
virus. However, our self-care be-
haviors are relaxing, and now 
more than ever, we must main-
tain preventive measures, since 
the cases are increasing rapid-
ly,” Valenzuela said.

Chile has so far reported 
1,867,101 total confirmed cases 
and 39,376 deaths from COV-
ID-19 since the onset of  the 
pandemic.  

Netanyahu negotiates plea-deal
in corruption trial

F
ormer Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu is 
negotiating a plea deal in his 

corruption case, a person involved 
in the talks said Sunday.

The deal, which could be signed 
as early as this week, could usher 
Netanyahu off  the Israeli political 
stage for years, paving the way for 
a leadership race in his Likud party 
and shaking up Israeli politics. Any 
deal could spare Netanyahu an em-
barrassing and protracted trial over 
an issue that has gripped the nation 
and risks tarnishing his legacy.

Reports of  a deal angered critics 
who said a it would undermine the 
rule of  law.

“The man who worked to destroy 
the public’s trust in the foundations 
of  democracy for personal reasons 
is not eligible for deals,” Health 
Minister Nitzan Horowitz tweeted. 
He was referring to Netanyahu’s 
attempts after he was indicted to 
cast doubt on Israel’s justice system, 

saying it was biased and pursuing a 
witch hunt against him.

Demonstrators gathered against 
the developing deal outside the at-
torney general’s house Saturday 
evening. Any deal will likely be chal-
lenged in court.

A spokesman for Netanyahu de-
clined to comment.

Netanyahu is on trial for fraud, 
breach of  trust and accepting bribes 
in three separate cases. The former 
premier, now opposition leader, de-
nies wrongdoing.

The person involved in the negoti-
ations said the plea deal would drop 
the bribery and fraud charges and 
scrap one case entirely.

The person asked for anonymi-
ty because he wasn’t authorized to 
discuss the details of  the talks. He 
said a plea deal would likely be an-
nounced in the coming days.

The person said a number of  el-
ements remained unresolved, in-
cluding the inclusion of  the charge 

of  “moral turpitude,” which under 
Israeli law would ban Netanyahu 
from politics for seven years. They 
were also deliberating whether Net-
anyahu would be forced to do com-
munity service under the deal.

Including “moral turpitude” 
would challenge Netanyahu’s vows 
to return to lead the country after 
his 12-year reign was ended last 
year by a coalition of  ideologically 
disparate parties with little in com-
mon other than its opposition to his 
leadership. But Netanyahu, dubbed 
a political wizard for his ability to 
survive repeated attempts at ending 
his rule, could make a comeback 
when the ban expires. He would be 
nearly 80.

His departure from the political 
scene would set off  a leadership 
race in the Likud party, with sever-
al lawmakers already promising to 
run. Likud isn’t expected to remain 
as dominant without Netanyahu, 
but would still be a major force un-
der a new leader.



2 years in office: Uzodimma
receives knocks, praises

Page 9Monday 17 - Tuesday 18, January, 2022   

Cover

he Imo State polity has Tbeen heated with war-of-
words following the 

recent celebration of  Hope 
ndUzodimma's 2  year anniversary 

as the governor of  Imo state.
Many, especially, members 

of  the opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) and All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) have berated governor 
Uzodimma, regarding the 
continuously deteriorating 
security situation in the state 
which has continued to be a thing 
of  great concern for the Imo 
people, stemming their worries 
on what they described as an 
evident lack of  the capacity of  
the ruling All Progressive 
Congress (APC) led government 
to guarantee the safety and 
security of  lives and property in 
the State.

M e a n w h i l e,  g ove r n o r  
Uzodimma, had on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, during the sixth 
stakeholders meeting involving 
leaders drawn from across the 
State listed his numerous 
achievements in the state since 
assumption of  office on January 
15, 2020 after the controversial 
Supreme Court judgment that 
sacked Emeka Ihedioha on 
January 14, 2020.

The Gover nor,  g iving 
account of  his stewardship as his 
administration nears its second 
anniversary, by barely 10 days, 
informed the people of  the State 
of  the accomplishment of  his 
government in 16 broad sectors 
of  governance within two years 
of  his administration. The 
sectors according to him 
included Road Infrastructure, 
Security, Local Government 
Admini s t ra t ion ,  Revenue  
ge n e r a t i o n ,  A g r i c u l t u r e,  

To u r i s m  H e a l t h ,  L a n d  
Administration, Commerce and 
Industry and Education, among 
others.

He declared his greatest 
achievements in the education 
sector as the recovery of  the K. O. 
Mbadiwe University, built by 
former governor as private 
University belonging to him, for 
Imo people, which he said cost 
not less than 40 billion naira of  
the Imo tax-payers money.

Uzodimma, further stated 
that his administration has paid 
off  debts owed to Assets 
Management Company of  
Nigeria (AMCON) by successive 
administration in the State in 
respect of  the Imo Standard 
Shoe Industry. The sum of  1.3 
billion naira was negotiated 
down and full and final payment 
made.

O n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  
development, the Governor 
disclosed that no fewer than 90 
roads have either been completed 
or about to be completed across 
the State. According to Governor 
Uzodimma, the infrastructural 
projects cut across urban and 
rural areas within the three 
senatorial zones of  the state with 
an urban renewal program that 
has given Owerri the State 
capital a facelift.

He also emphasized, the 
e f f o r t s  m a d e  b y  h i s  
administration to contain the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the State 
which he said included the 
rehabilitation of  305 health 
centres across the State to enable 
Imo people live healthier lives. 
He also informed the people of  
the State of  the giant strides he 
made through the provision of  
basic medical services in 
Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 

Health sectors. 
In a Swift reaction, some 

r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e,  
comprising of  politicians from 
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
(PDP), the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA), Civil 
Servants and Pensioners and 
even the markets urged that the 
governor Uzodinma has failed 
State in many sectors and areas 
especially to secure the lives and 
property of  the Imo people, pay 
workers and pensioners their 
salaries  emoluments  and 
pensions. 

The opposition parties also 

a r g u e d  t h a t  g o v e r n o r  
Uzodimma has not made 
moreany successful  road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s  e x c e p t  
refurbishing those ones that 
were poorly constructed by 
former Rochas Okorocha and 
those initiated and awarded by 
Emeka Ihedioha, during his 
barely seven (7)  months 
administration in the State.

The civil servants and 
pensioners who were skipped in 
payment of  salaries and 
pensions in the State have also 
reportedly joined the opposition 
to ridicule the governor, 

insisting he lacks the needed 
leadership capacity and the 
manpower to run the State 
appropriately. 

However,  news  Echo  
reporters who visited some of  
the 305 health centres across the 
State saw the said rehabilitated 
Health Centres, surrounded by 
bush trees and grasses. Some of  
t h e  C i v i l  S e r va n t s  a n d  
Pensioners interviewed by our 
correspondents decried the 
indiscriminate tagging of  
serving civil and public servants, 
even legitimate pensioners as 
ghost workers.

By Bright C. J. Okereke

social provisions. 
However, there are many 

more examples of  Nigerians 
engaged in charitable activities 
b e y o n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s , 
communi t ies  and  e thnic 
extractions.

More to it, the early white 
missionaries, who brought 
Christianity into Nigeria, were 
reputable for coming with free 
education and responsive and 
compassionate free medical 
h e a l t h c a r e .  B u t  v e r y 
unfortunately, all these can no 
longer be found in the practical 
life of  our churches.

But, what is wrong with a 
church using its surplus funds 
to provide food and houses for 

the poor? Many people go to 
church on empty stomach, not 
knowing where or when the 
next meal will come but, 
church leaders would just pray 
for them or rather ask them to 
pray self  while they pack their 
material and financial offerings 
into the inner room.

Dramatically, some these 
pastors or church owners will 
spend the huge money they 
make in building multi-million 
Naira mansions for selves and 
famil ies  in America and 
Europe, lavish the rest on latest 
brands of  posh cars and top 
range model jeeps, and as well 
send their children to top class 
and high fee-paying schools 

and universities abroad.
Is it not preposterous that 

churches in Nigeria would 
through the congregation's 
tithes and donations setup 
schools  and univers i t ies 
charging exorbitant fees which 
are beyond the reach of  well 
over 90% of  their members or 
congregation? 

Ofcourse, Churches in 
Nigeria are no different from 
commercial businesses. The 
only difference is that while the 
business persons take your 
money in exchange of  goods or 
services, the pastors take your 
money in no exchange of  
goods or services, you at the 
same time thank and revere 

them, as demigods. Worst still, 
there is no accountability.

The Christ ian faith in 
particular emphasizes the pre-
e m i n e n c e  o f  c h a r i t y 
encapsulated in Christ-like 
kind of  love and humility. It is 
reflective of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ to provide food, shelter 
and clothing for the sick, 
children, the dejected, the 
poor, the elderly and all those 
who are suffering. 

My investigations, reveals 
that virtually every religion of  
the world preach the act of  
charity; the Islamic religion, 
was explicit on charity, and as 
such made 'zakat' obligatory 
and 'sadaqa', voluntary. 

Islam has instituted this, to 

make concern for the poor a 
continuous and compulsory 
obligation. Qur'an (2:177) 
specified eight categories of  
needs on which the collected 
funds must  be spent  on; 
namely: the poor and the 
d e s t i t u t e ;  t h e  w ay f a r e r 
(traveler); the bankrupt; the 
needy; converts; the collectors 
of  zakat; and finally, in the 
cause of  the Almighty God. 

Hence, the need for the 
church and its leadership to 
practically exhibit a reflection 
of  the life of  Jesus Christ, who 
they claim to profess. Because, 
there is no other better time for 
the church to give back to its 
congregation and other poor 
members of  the society than 
now. 

Tide of Times ...Missing care and charity 
Contd. from Back Page

Uzodimma

APC Camp Hope canonizes him
PDP, APGA vilify him
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...Cow meat dealers demand modern abattoir
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Umuahia central abattoir suffers 
under government neglect

A 
visit to  the 
Umuahia central 
abattoir, popularly 

known as   ‘slaughter ‘ in 
Ubakala, Umuahia South 
L.G.A, of  Abia State, 
has seen the story of  cow 
meat dealers abandoned 
to their fate with little or 
no government presence 
and the meat consumers 
at the risk of  contracting 
deadly diseases due to 
the unhealthy state of  the 
abattoir.

It also exposed the 
high revenue net allegedly 
gathered on daily basis 
from the meat dealers by  
the Umuahia South LGA 
and officials of  Abia State  
ministry of  agriculture, 
Umuahia.

These payments, 
according to a butcher , 
Felix Umunnakwe, are 
collected from cow dealers 
for each cow slaughtered  
on the slabs of  the Ubakala 
abattoir.

Findings by this  paper 
during the visit recently, 
revealed that the sum 
of  N500 (five hundred 
naira) is paid for every 
cow slaughtered in the 
abattoir, and the revenue 
is allegedly shared on 60-
40 arrangement between 
the Umuahia South LGA 
and Abia State Ministry 
of  agriculture.

While the Umuahia 
South allegedly takes 60%, 
Abia State Ministry of  
agriculture pockets 40%  
of  the revenue from each 
cow slaughtered. 

It was also discovered 
that about 18 to 27 cows 
are killed on daily basis, 
including Sundays, during 
non-seasonal periods. 

However, the number 
of  cows that are killed  
increased to 40 and and 
even  45 cows per day 
during festive periods like 

Christmas, New year, 
Easter and even new yam 
festivals.

Veterinary personnel 
of   Umuahia South 
department of  health are 
allegedly responsible for 
collecting of   the council’s 
share of  revenue, while 
veterinary officers from 
Abia State ministry of  
agriculture  who inspect 
cows to be slaughtered, 
also collect the revenue for 
the ministry of  agriculture.

Apart from that, other 
forms of  revenues are 
allegedly generated in the 
facility.

Regrettably, presence 
of  both the Abia State 
government and the host 
LG, Umuahia South 
are only seen when the 
cow dealers are taxed, 
according to information 
gathered from some of  
the concerned members 
of  the meat dealers who 
participated in a training 
program  at the abattoir, 
recently.

They insisted that State 
and local government 
authorities have failed to 
construct any amenities 
for them,  as the few ones 
seen in the vicinity were 
put in place by the meat 
dealers.

It would be recalled that 
the Chairman of  Umuahia 
Butchers Association, 
Pastor Tobechi Oriaku had 
in 2021, told Journalists 
about his members’ 
disappointment with 
concerned authorities in 
Abia State, lamenting  that 
Umuahia central abattoir 
was only relevant to the 
government agencies as a 
cash point.

Pastor Oriaku said 
the leadership of  his 
association had been 
doing a lot to ensure clean 
environment, even as he 
maintained that dead cows 
or unhealthy cows were 
not allowed to be killed 
or sold to the consuming 
public.

He further lamented 

that “we source our own 
water, provide our own 
security and we usually 
carry out clean-up 
exercises to rid this place 
of  unclean things.”

Oriaku who said 
that the butchers tasked 
themselves to erect a 
few existing structure, 
added that politicians and 
government officials never 
kept to their promises of  
transforming the place, 
immediately elections 
were concluded.

Also narrating their 
plights during a  one day 
training/capacity building 
organised by the Federal 
Ministry of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
in December, in 
collaboration with Okeso 
Nigeria Ltd for abattoir 
workers on biosecurity 
and biocontainment 
protocols, the dealers took 
turn to list their challenges 
of  operating in the rickety 
environment.

The dealers who 

included  High Chief  
David Nwosu, Head 
of  Taskforce; Mr. 
James Onyebuchi; 
Noah Uwalaka, Mr. 
Ugochukwu Kanu among 
others, decried the sorry 
state of  the slaughter 
house existing without 
electricity, good road, 
zero drainage system, pipe 
borne water/borehole and 
inadequate security.

“There is no drainage 
here. There is no water 
borehole, there is no road, 
no electricity here. We 
operate in the darkness 
and most worrisome is 
that there is no water and  
drainage system here. We 
have only managed to put 
together everything you 
are seeing here through 
our own efforts yet they 
keep taxing us”, said 
Ugochukwu Kanu.

They pointed out 
that the slabs have 
almost collapsed and 
the structures on ground 

Continues on pg. 11

Delapitated section of  the abattoir 
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Special Report

...Cow meat dealers demand modern abattoir

urgently begging for 
attention, adding that if  
not for self-help project, 
the market would have 
been a no-go-area as the 
government has never 
contributed a dime for 
the uplift of  the market 
and has performed zero 
in term of  the cleanliness 
of  the market, where they 
were made to pay heavy 
revenues.

Reacting to the 
complaints of  the meat 
dealers, Abia State 
Director of  Federal 
Ministry of  agriculture , 
Engr. Victor Ihediwa who 
addressed the butchers 
during  the one-day 
training ,  disclosed that 
all the complaints raised 
by the butchers was the 
reason for the training 

as a precursor to further 
investment and upgrade 
of  the abattoir facilities 
in Abia State, as the State 
was one of  the 19 states 
selected for the training of  
abattoir workers.

Ihediwa reiterated the 
Federal government’s 
commitment to ensuring 
that consumers were 
provided with safe, 
wholesome and high 
quality meat and meat 
products through proper 
operational procedures, 
handling and storage of  
meat being slaughted 
throughout its distribution 
chain which are essential 
for maintaining Food 
Safety and Quality.

Ihediwa who further 
disclosed the commitment 
of  FMARD through 

the Federal Department 
of  Veterinary and Pest 
control Services to 
ensuring that consumers 
were provided with safe 
and wholesome meat 
products, hinted that the 
training was specifically 
meant for Abattoir 
workers who included, 
the Union Executives, 
Butchers, Flayers, Meat 
Inspectors, Facility 
Managers, Helpers, Meat 
carriers and Transporters 
and all other persons 
with the responsibility 
to handle live animals 
or slaughtered carcasses 
within the abattoir and 
the waste managers and 
cleaners.

He therefore urged 
all involved to take the 
exercise seriously in 

order to acquire enough 
knowledge necessary to 
help grow meat and meat 
product value chain.

But Abia State 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Prof. 
Ikechi Mgboji  who 
was represented by Dr. 
Nwanyieze Nwokocha, 
Director of  Veterinary 
during the flag off  of  
the  the training program  
said the ministry was 
committed to  the 
provision conducive and 
healthy environment for 
the meat dealers as well 
as the safety of  cow meat 
consumers.

The agric ministry in 
Abia was however, silent 
on the accusations raised 
by the cow dealers.

A concerned indigene 

of  Ubakala, Chief  Cletus 
Jachinma who spoke 
on the issue, tasked the 
Chairman of   Umuahia 
South LGA, Humphrey 
Benson to activate his 
pre-election campaigns 
where, according to 
Chief  Jachinma, Benson 
promised to improve the 
condition of  the market.

According to the 
Ubakala indigene, the 
health of  his people may 
be exposed to health 
challenges if  the abattoir 
was allowed to remain in 
sorry state.

According to the 
community elder, if  an 
abattoir is not kept clean, 
the host communities 
risked suffering 
from contaminated 
environment.

“I praise the butchers, 
especially their leaders 
for their efforts in keeping 
the slaughter clean. I am 
aware that most of  the 
projects you see in that 
place were done through 
their self  efforts, not the 
government.”

“The local government 
Chairman, Hon 
Humphrey Benson should 
visit this market and carry 
out a total transformation 
of  the place. He should not 
wait till another election 
period before he enters 
the market,” the Ubakala 
Chief  demanded.

When News Echo 
visited the Umuahia 
South Local Government 
Headquarters at Apumiri 
Ubakala,  along Enugu-
Aba-Port Harcourt 
express way, the executive 
Chairman, Hon. 
Humphrey Benson was 
not on seat to respond  to 
issue.

But an official of  the 
local government who 
spoke on the issue under 
anonymity said the 
executive Chairman of  the 
council would transform 
the abattoir before leaving 
office, explaining that the 
place occupied important 
place in the plans of  her 
principal.

She also denied the 
reports that the LGA 
was only interested in 
collecting revenue from 
cow meat dealers.

Collapsed part of  the abattoir 



Armed Forces Day: Enugu Governor honours
fallen heroes, presents gifts to widows

NEWS

Uzodimma makes case for spouses 
of fallen heroes
G

overnor of  Imo 
State,  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has ad-

vocated the setting up of 
businesses for spouses of 
the Nigerian fallen heroes so 
that they can earn a living on 
their own instead of  waiting 
for handouts.

In his address at the Grand 
Finale of  the 2022 Armed 
Forces Remembrance Day 
celebration, Saturday at the 
Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu 
Stadium Owerri, Governor 
Uzodimma said “Nigerians 
should do something exem-
plary to provide for the fam-
ilies and relations of  the fall-
en heroes left behind so that 
it will be a source of  encour-
agement and motivation to 
officers that are serving.”

He said he believes Gov-
ernment at all levels can do 
better to alleviate the prob-
lems of  the families and re-
lations of  the fallen heroes.

“We should be more com-
passionate towards them 
knowing full well that the 
relative peace we enjoy to-
day in the country is a result 
of  their sacrificial contribu-
tions.”

The Governor said: 
“Apart from award of  schol-
arships to the children of 
the diseased members of  the 
Armed Forces of  Nigeria, 
Nigerians should also do 
their best to set up business-
es for their spouses.”

He reminded the gathering 
once more of  the importance 
of  the day which he said has 
become an annual ritual.

The Governor used the oc-
casion to appreciate the men 
and women who have paid the 
supreme price in the course of 
their patriotic duty to Nigeria, 
enjoining all to “reflect more 
on what it means to sacrifice 
oneself  today for the interest 
of  the Nation.”

To emphasize his points, 
the Governor posed some 
posers such as how possible it 
could be for people to  willing-
ly pay the supreme price and 
be ready to put the interest of 
the Nation above personal in-
terest.

“This is what makes the oc-
casion unique because it’s ac-
tually about the role the fallen 
heroes have played and why 
they are being honoured,” the 
Governor explained. 

The Governor reiterated 
that Armed Forces Remem-
brance Day is a “Nation-
al day of  reflection on the 
lives and careers of  men and 
women who willingly submit 
themselves to service of  our 
dear country knowing that it 
might require them to die in 
the process.”

Governor Uzodimma said 
he considers the military and 
other members of  the Armed 
Forces as the “most noble and 
patriotic institutions in the 
world.”
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Why Integrity Group, others 
attack me -  Commissioner
T

he Anambra State 
Commissioner for 
Trade, Commerce, 

Markets and Wealth Crea-
tion, Hon. Uchenna Oka-
for has hinted that he was 
being attacked by Integrity 
Group, that claimed to be 
representatives of  traders in 
the state and political oppo-
nents because he was able to 
mobilise traders that gave 95 
percent votes to the Gover-
nor-elect, Prof. Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo during the 
November 6 gubernatorial 
election in the state.

He reiterated that he has 
no regret for what he did. 
The Commissioner said that 
he restored peace in all the 
markets which prompted en-
emies of  progress in the mar -
kets like the Integrity Group 
and political opponents to 
attack him and called for his 
sack to enable them contin-
ue in their selfish interest as 
they thrive in crises.

“The allegations the Integ-
rity Group levelled against 
me are false, baseless and a 
figment of  their own imag-
ination. The group has no 

fixed address and phone 
number, they are faceless 
and I want to tell the people 
that the sponsors were not 
able to mobilise to vote for 
Soludo like I did and it was 
part of  why I am being at-
tacked”

“They alleged that the 
Bridge head market was 
excluded from the January 
4th reopening of  all markets 
because of  shops that are be -
ing built there of  which they 
accused me of  taking bribe 
and collecting #2million 
from each shop. It is falla-
cy, no shops are being built 
there rather a modern abat-
toir and the project is being 
constructed by the Ministry 
of  Agriculture”.

“I Know that the Integ-
rity Group and others are 
being sponsored to tarnish 
my good image especially 
now that I want to contest 
for Federal House of  Repre-
sentatives but they will not 
succeed”

The Commissioner who 
spoke to newsmen through 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of  Trade and 

Commerce, Mr. ike Samu-
el, added that, “their aim is 
to stop the people from sup-
porting the Commissioner 
who is sure of  victory come 
2023 general election as his 
achievements will speak for 
him”

In a swift reaction when 
contacted, the Integrity 
Group chairman, Mr. Obin-
na Madu and secretary, 
Onyeka Udeogalanya, main-
tained that:

“The illegal activities of 
the Commissioner especially 
in the markets gave birth to 
Integrity Group to enable the 
traders express their feelings 
to government and general 
public”.

“We urge the state govern-
ment to set up an independ-
ent investigative team to in-
vestigate our claims against 
the Commissioner or we will 
petition EFCC” the group 
vowed.

The group vowed also 
that, “if  APGA gives ticket 
to the Commissioner for his 
House of  Representatives 
ambition he will lose because 
he thrives on crisis and syco-

Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State �anked on the right by his deputy, Prof. Placid Njoku and on the left by the INEC 
Resident Electoral Commissioner for Imo State, Prof Francis Ezeonu, when the latter paid a working visit to the Governor in 
Owerri on Wednesday.

Painting a picture of  the 
courage and selfless decisions 
of  the Armed Forces in their 
patriotic disposition to the 
country, the Governor said 
“those who enlist into the 
military are quite aware of 
the inevitability of  the con-
sequences of  their decision, 
they know they have signed 
not for self  glorification but to 
suffer and endure hardship.”

His words: “Members of 
the Armed Forces choose to 
travel through the perilous 
road to sustain the unity and 
peace of  our nation and to se-

phancy”
“Commissioner Okafor 

never participated in APGA 
election because he was not 
appointed Deputy Gover-
nor”

“Government should 
know that he thrives in col-
lection of  illegal park money 
and revenue on the roads.”

“It was in the time of 
former Commissioner 
or Transport, Christian 
Madubuko, that it was dis-
covered that Commission-
er Okafor collected money 
from 12 parks that got to 
his personal pocket,” they 
alleged.

The group recalled that, 
“it was the former ASMA-
TA President, Hon. Ok-
wudili Ezenwankwo, who is 
now a member of  House of 
Representatives represent-
ing Orumba Federal con-
stituency, that handed over 
traders to  APGA which 
made the party to win land-
slide in any election in the 
state including that of  Gov-
ernor-elect, Prof. Charles 
Soludo”

“Governor Willie Obiano 
should sack him now or the 
Commissioner should wait 
for our protest in no distant 
time and then know our 
identity,” they claimed.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State on Saturday 

honoured Nigeria fallen he-
roes in commemoration of 
this year’s Armed Forces Re-
membrance Day, presenting 
gift items to their widows.

 Ugwuanyi who on arrival 
at Michael Okpara Square, 
Enugu venue of  the annual 
event, observed and inspect-
ed the parade mounted by 
the Military, laid the remem-
brance wreath at the tomb of 
the unknown soldiers and re-
leased the pigeons symboliz-
ing peace, after Christian and 
Islamic prayers were offered 
for the repose of  the fallen he-
roes’ souls and the wellbeing 
of  their families.

The governor thereafter 
identified with wives of  the 
fallen heroes present at the 
event and announced dona-
tion of  gift items to them.

The wreaths were also 
laid by the General Of-
ficer Commanding (GOC) 
82 Division of  the Nigeria 
Army, Major General T. A. 
Lagbaja, represented by the 
Garrison Commander, Brig. 

Gen. C.A. Ataki; the Air Of-
ficer Commanding (AOC) 
Ground Training Com-
mand, Nigerian Air Force, 
Enugu, AVM Ibikunle Dara-
mola; the Speaker of  Enugu 
State House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Edward Ubosi; the 
Acting Chief  Judge of  the 
State, Hon. Justice Raymond 
Ozoemena; the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Enugu State 
Command, CP Abukakar 
Lawal; the Chairman of  Ni-
gerian Legion, Enugu State 
Council, Asst. Cmdt. Gen-
eral Emeka Norman Igwe-
si; the Chairman of  Enugu 
State Council of  Traditional 
Rulers, HRM Igwe Amb. 
Lawrence Agubuzu, and rep-
resentative of  wives of  fallen 
heroes.

The Deputy Governor of 
Enugu State, Hon. Mrs. Ce-
cilia Ezeilo; members of  the 
state parliament; members of 
the State Executive Council 
and other top government 
functionaries; Judges of  the 
State Judiciary; other Heads 
of  Security Agencies in the 
state; Senior Military Of-
ficers; and members of  the 
Nigerian Legion, Enugu 
State Council, attended the 
colourful event.

cure the Nation against inter-
nal and external aggressions. 
Based on the above, what we 
owe them is to take care of 
the families they left behind.” 

The Governor informed 
that his government did her 
best when insecurity was fes-
tering in the State and did not 
fail to appreciate the efforts 
of  those who lost their lives 
fighting the bandits.

He promised that Imo State 
will continue to partner with 
the deceased families to bring 
them succour and encourage-
ment.

Similarly, he promised that 
the welfare of  the security 
agencies still serving in his 
Government will continue to 
be given the attention it re-
quires, saying he acknowledg-
es the “enormous contribu-
tions of  the security agencies 
in Imo State in containing 
the security breaches in our 
State.”

Concluding, the Governor 
expressed his immense grat-
itude to the President and 
Commander in Chief  of  the 
Nigerian Armed Forces, Mu-
hammadu Buhari “for his 

love for Imo State and his 
invaluable contributions to-
wards the restoring of  peace 
in Imo State.”

He also expressed his sin-
cere regret over every Nige-
rian family that suffered loss 
from the insecurity that has 
affected Imo State, Nigeria 
and the world in general.

Highlights of  the occasion 
were: laying of  wreaths by 
the Governor and other top 
government officials, signing 
of  remembrance day register, 
release of  pigeons to signify 
peace, among others
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Gov Umahi

Presidency 2023: Ebonyi lawmaker lambasts
those kicking against Umahi 
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he member representing 
Ezza North/West State 
Constituency, in the Eb-

onyi State House of  Assembly 
Hon. Victor Chukwu, has lam-
basted those saying Governor 
David Umahi, lacked the tem-
perament to be the president of  
Nigeria. 

Hon. Chukwu, who is the 
Leader of  State House Assem-
bly said Governor Umahi, had, 
before joining politics lived a 
successful family and business 
life, wondering where and how 
the current wrong mindset 
about the governor’s tempera-
ment stemmed from.

The lawmaker stated this, in 
Abakaliki, while fielding ques-
tions from journalists over the 
governor’s declaration to run 
for presidency. 

He was reacting to a state-
ment titled, ‘HURIWA to 
Umahi: You lack the tempera-
ment to be Nigeria’s President’, 
signed by its National Coordi-
nator, Emmanuel Onwubiko, 
on Tuesday. 

“In the South-East, Umahi is 
the answer and he has the ca-
pacity to lead Nigeria. Those 
who said he doesn’t have the 
temperament to be a president 
do not know what they are say -
ing, because they don’t know 
him well. This is a man who 
had lived his normal private 
life quietly and handled busi-
nesses successfully for decades, 
before joining politics. 

“Why would someone say 
that Umahi lacks the right 
temperament to be president? 
He is a successful family man. 
Therefore, I challenge them 
to bring a medical tool for as-
sessing temperament so that 
they would assess and test his 
temperament. They will be dis -
appointed and soon, too,” the 
lawmaker said.

According to Chukwu, at a 
time when Nigeria was grap-
pling with lots of  unending 
challenges, Umahi remained 
what it needed to heal the land. 
He also said the governor had 
the magic wand to handle and 
solve the issue of  insecurity, 
secession and  ethno-religious 
crises currently bedeviling the 
country. 

He further noted that both 
the All Progressives Congress 
and the Peoples Democratic 
Party, had no genuine reason 
not to zone their presidential 
tickets to the South-East geo-

political zone, maintaining that 
it had the material, mental and 
human resources to occupy the 
presidency of  the country. 

He added, “It will be unfair 
if  both the All Progressives 
Congress and the Peoples 
Democratic Party refuse to 
zone their presidential tickets 
to the South-East geopolitical 
zone. It will amount to injus-
tice. First and foremost, why 
would they not zone their 
tickets to the South-East? Are 
political parties a composition 
of  animals. For goodness sake, 
political parties are a composi-
tion of  human beings, not ani-
mals. And these parties should 
be humane enough to know 
when they are drifting away 
from humanity. 

“Remember Governor David 
Umahi is from this South-East. 
Among his equals, show me 
who can favourably rival him. 
When you talk about vision 
and achievements, tell me who 
can favourably contend with 
him. Heaven has come down 
on this particular development 
or matter over the declaration 
of  David Umahi to run for 
presidency, to bring great glo-
ry to Himself  and it’s a prayer 
answered. 

“I say no party-the APC, the 
PDP and others, have reason 
not to zone their presidential 
tickets to the South-East. The 
most fortunate thing is that all 
the material, human and men-
tal resources needed to make 
a united Nigeria in the regard 
of  equity, fairness and justice 
are in all parties and across 
all the divides of  this country. 
So, you can’t deprive a particu-
lar section of  anything on the 
grounds of  lack whatever -in-
sufficiency and mediocrity. We 

have all it takes in the South-
East to make a better president.

“The emergency of  Gover-
nor David Umahi will douse 
the tension being experienced 
across the country, and in the 
South-East particularly. That 
moment will prove that God 

actually hears the prayers of  
His people. This is because 
Umahi is an era; it happens to 
people in a lifetime. And for 
the fact that God so loved Ni-
geria, He has brought Umahi 
at a time like this. The issue of  
insecurity, secession and eth-
no-religious crises will be over 

under Umahi. 
“The world is at a crossroad; 

this is same with Nigeria. The 
unrest being experienced in 
Nigeria is not peculiar to the 
country alone. It’s a global is-
sue. Recall that sometime last 
year, the youths of  the United 
States of  America took to the 
streets and went to their most 
sacred places and desecrated 
same in the name of  agitation. 
That is the current state of  the 
level of  decay in the world 
system. The world over is in 
trouble. This is where the likes 
of  Umahi should bring their 
leadership acumen to bear. He 
has what it takes to address the 
myriads of  challenges bedevil-
ing Nigeria. 

“Umahi has the poise, the 
unusual energy, the right mind 
frame and passion to fix this 
country’s problems. Since May 
2015 till date, he had traversed 
the length and breadth of  this 
country and passionately dis-
covering and fixing things for 
the common good of  the pop-
ulace”.
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“The world is at a crossroad; this is same with
 Nigeria. The unrest being experienced in Nigeria 
is not peculiar to the country alone. It’s a global
 issue. Recall that sometime last year, the youths

 of the United States of America took to the 
streets and went to their most sacred places and

 desecrated same in the name of agitation. 
That is the current state of the level of decay in the

 world system. The world over is in trouble. 
This is where the likes of Umahi should bring
 their leadership acumen to bear. He has what

 it takes to address the myriads of challenges bedeviling Nigeria  

“
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Cr   me Watch
he National Drugs TLaw Enforcement 
Agent(NDLEA) on 

Sunday in Abuja said it has 
intercepted 1.5 million 
tablets of  Tramadol en 
route Kebbi and Kano as 
well as other drugs at the 
Lagos airport and seaport.

The agency said it also 
s e i z e d  c a s h ,  a r m s ,  
a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  
137.754kg of  narcotics 
across 7 states.

Director, Media & 
A d v o c a c y  N D L E A  
Headquarters, Abuja, Femi 
Babafemi in a statement on 
Sunday, said its operatives 
have also seized one N1, 
413,344 alongside some 
arms and ammunition 
from a suspected bandit 
and a drug kingpin in 

Plateau state while over 
137.754kgs of  assorted 
illicit drugs were recovered 
d u r i n g  i n t e r d i c t i o n  
operations across seven 
states in the past week.

He said its operatives in 
Edo State on Friday 14th 
January 2022, intercepted 
psychotropic substances 
concealed under legitimate 
goods in a trailer coming 
from Onitsha and going to 
Yauri in Kebbi State.

T h e  d r u g s  s e i z e d  
include; 394,480 capsules 
and 3,000 tablets  of  
T r a m a d o l  w e i g h i n g  
83.707kg; Exol-5: 647,500 
t a b l e t s  w e i g h i n g  
203.315kg; Diazepam: 
12,500 tablets weighing 
2.05kg; Bromazepam: 
1,500 tablets weighing 

0.45kg; Codeine based 
S y r u p :  9 9 9  b o t t l e s  
we igh ing  134 .865kg ;  
Pentazocine injections: 
4,000 ampoules weighing 
16.64kg.

“The driver of  the 
truck, Bashir Lawali, 30, 
was arrested along with 
Abubakar Sani, 30, and Ali 
Abubakar, 19, while the 
exhibits in Kano were 
seized from one Sa'idu 
Yahya, 31.

He also, disclosed that 
attempts by drug traffickers 
to export 73 parcels of  
c a n n a b i s  ( 3 4 . 0 5 k g )  
concealed in foodstuff  
plastic containers to the 
United Kingdom through 
the NAHCO export shed 
o f  t h e  M u r t a l a  
Mohammed International 
Airport, MMIA, Ikeja 
Lagos were frustrated by 

operatives on January 8, 
2022, adding that, another 
50 parcels of  cannabis 
consignment (27.25kg) 
meant for the United States 
were also intercepted at the 
export shed of  the airport 
on Tuesday 11th Jan while 
t h r e e  s u s p e c t s  we r e  
arrested.

He added that illicit 
drug merchants, while 
trying to bring into Nigeria 
94 parcels of  cannabis 
i n d i c a  ( C o l o r a d o )  
weighing 43.4kg through 
the Tincan seaport in 
Lagos were arrested on 
1 3 t h  J a n u a r y  w h e n  
operatives intercepted the 

he Bauchi State TPolice Command 
has arrested a man 

for allegedly raping his 
three-year-old daughter in 
Kirfi Local Government 
Area (LGA) of  the state.

SP Ahmed Wakil , 
command's spokesman, in 
a statement, said the arrest 
was part of  efforts to tackle 
criminality and crime-
related offences in the state.

Wakil said the 24-year-
old mother of  the victim, 
Maryam Abdullahi, told 
the police that her husband 
asked her to bring a mat to 
lay the baby.

She  nar ra ted  that 
when she returned to the 
room, she found out that 
h e r  d a u g h t e r  w a s 
unconscious, sweating and 
vomit ing through her 
mouth, nose. Her private 
part was also swollen.

“On 9/01/2022, one 
Maryam Abdullahi, aged 
24 years, reported that her 
husband, Ali Lawan, asked 
her to bring him a mat to 
lay down their daughter 
who was sleeping.

“She came back to the 
room and met the daughter 

lying down unconscious, 
sweating and vomiting 
through her mouth, nose 
and her private part was 
swollen,” she said.

W a k i l  f u r t h e r 
explained that a team of  
detectives were drafted to 
the scene, took the victim to 
the General Hospital, 
Kirfi, for medical attention 
and on examination it was 
found out that the girl has 
been raped.

He sa id  the  g i r l ' s 
f a t h e r,  w h o  w a s  t h e 
suspect, was arrested and 
would be charged to court.

T h e  g i r l  ( n a m e 
withheld) is  currently 
receiving treatment at the 
hospital.

He said apart from the 
rape case,  the pol ice, 
working with a vigilante 
group, arrested one Adamu 
Musa, 27, of  Sabon Garin 
Batal,  Tafawa Balewa 
LGA for kidnapping.

He said the command, 
acting on intelligence, also 
arrested one Ya'u Haruna, 
aged 25,  for  being in 
possession of  one locally 
fabricated revolver, with 
one live ammunition.

He further urged the 
citizens to support and 
provide the police with 
relevant information to re-
invigorate community 
policing aimed at reducing 
c r i m e  t o  t h e  b a r e s t 
minimum in the state.

he Nasarawa State TPolice Command 
has arrested one 

D a n ' a s a b e  E d d o  o f  
Kundami Village, Garaku, 
K o k o n a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state for allegedly raping 
an 80-year-old woman.

T h e  a r r e s t  w a s 
contained in a statement 
issued and made available 
t o  DA I LY  P O S T  o n 
Sunday by the state's 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, ASP Ramhan 
Nansel.

The statement said the 
s u s p e c t ,  u p o n 
interrogation, confessed to 
having committed the 
crime, blaming the devil 
for his action.

The statement reads, 
“Upon a complaint lodged 
at Garaku Division on 
1 4 / 1 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
2 2 3 0 h r s ,  t h a t  o n e 
Dan'asabe Eddo `M` of  
Kubasha village, Kagarko 
LG A ,  K a d u n a  b u t  a 
res ident  of  Kundami 
Village, Garaku, Kokona 
LGA of  Nasarawa State 
nocturnally went into the 
residence of  an 80 years 
old woman who stays 
alone at the same village 
and forcefully had canal 
knowledge of  her.

“Pol ice  opera t ives 
a t t a c h e d  t o  G a r a k u 
Division immediately 
swung into action and got 
the suspect arrested.

“Upon interrogation, 

the suspect admitted to the 
commission of  the offence 
and blamed it on the devil.

The PPRO said the 
state's Commissioner of  
Po l i c e ,  C P  A d e s i n a 
Soyemi has directed that 
the case be transferred to 
S t a t e  C r i m i n a l 

ith the advent 

Wof  the COVID-
19 pandemic, 

human traffickers have 
shi f ted f rom physical 
r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  t h e i r 
v i c t i m s  t o  v i r t u a l 
r e c r u i t m e n t  t h r o u g h 
vir tual  assessment  of  
v i c t i m  a n d  p r o x y 
negotiation, the National 
Agency for the Prohibition 
of  Trafficking in Persons, 
NAPTIP, has said.

To this end, the agency 
has begun arrangements 

towards collaborating with 
the National Centre for 
Missing and Exploited 
C h i l d r e n  t o  e n h a n c e 
t r a c i n g  a n d  d i l i g e n t 
investigation of  all cases 
relating to child abuse and 
human trafficking.

Director-General of  
NA P T I P,  D r  Fa t i m a 
Waziri–Azi, said this while 
speaking on the 2022 
c o u n t e r - t r a f f i c k i n g 
strategic approach of  the 
agency aimed at ensuring 
the protection of  Nigerians 

from human trafficking 
a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  
exploitation, online and 
offline.

“It is a known fact that 
human trafficking has 
continued to evolve in line 
w i t h  g l o b a l i z a t i o n , 
especially with technology, 
traffickers have kept pace 
with technology by using 
the World Wide Web for 
their operations.”

“The system will also 
help trace missing children, 
rescue child victims and 

rescue children from the 
abusive situations”, Dr 
Fatima Waziri–Azi added.

“Hard time awaits 
human traffickers and 
other organized criminal 
gangs operating with the 
aid of  cyber-technology as 
the National Agency for 
t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  
Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP) has concluded a 
collaboration with the 
N a t i o n a l  C e n t r e  f o r 
Missing and Exploited 
C h i l d r e n  t o  e n h a n c e 
t r a c i n g  a n d  d i l i g e n t 

investigation of  all cases 
relating of  child abuse and 
human trafficking.

“ W i t h  t h i s 
development, the Agency 
shall have unrestricted 
access  to  mi l l ions  o f  
information around the 
world that would help 
tackle online recruitment, 
trafficking and exploitation 
of  victims,” the agency said 
in a statement by its Head, 
Press and Public Relations 
Unit, Stella Nezan.

Investigation Department 
( S C I D ) ,  L a f i a  f o r 
profound investigation.

The Commissioner, 
however, urged members 
of  the public to pay special 
attention to the elderly and 
p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m 
gerontophiles.

drug inside a 40ft container 
from Canada.

He said the exhibit was 
concealed inside a Toyota 
Camry car. This came on 
the heels of  a similar 
seizure on 11th Jan. of  59 
parce l s  o f  Co lorado  
(17.3kg) concealed in a 
Mercedes Benz vehicle 
imported from Canada.

“In Plateau State, a fake 
security agent, Babagana 
Maaji was arrested through 
a controlled delivery of  
5.6kg cannabis from Lagos.

“The suspect based in 
Damaturu, Yobe State, was 
nabbed following the 
i n t e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  

commercial bus bringing 
the consignment from 
L a g o s  t o  G o m b e  i n  
Mararaban Jos on 8th Jan.

“On Tuesday 11th Jan, 
operatives of  the Plateau 
Command of  the Agency 
also arrested a suspected 
bandit, Abdullahi Usman 
Ahmad, 28, at Hwolshe 
with One Beretta pistol; 
seven rounds of  l ive 
ammunition; two empty 
s h e l l s ;  1 2  g r a m s  o f  
cannabis sativa; a pair of  
h a n d c u f f s  a n d  N 1 ,  
136,344), suspected to be 
ransom money as well as an 
Opel car with registration 
number ZAR35LQ.”
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NDLEA intercepts 1.5 million Tramadol tablets going to Kebbi,
Kano others

It was devil's work –
Suspect says after raping
80-year-old woman 

Man arrested for raping 3-year-old
daughter 

Human traffickers now recruiting
victims virtually — NAPTIP

The arrested rapist

Suspected gerontophile



s  N i g e r i a n s  

Ac o n t i n u e  t o  
s t r u g g l e  i n  

surviving amidst harsh 
economic real i t ies,  a  
coalition of  CSOs under 
the  auspices  o f  The  
Pe o p l e ' s  A l t e r n a t i ve  
Po l i t i c a l  M ove m e n t ,  
T PA P - M ,  w e e k e n d ,  
expressed readiness to 
mobilize Nigerians to resist 
hikes in gas, Premium 
Motor Spirit, PMS, also 
called fuel and electricity.

This was contained in a 
statement read by Comrade 
Jaye Gaskiya of  TRAP-M 
Secretariat, along with 
Head of  the Secretariat 
Collective, TRAP-M, Prof  
Omotoye Olorode, with 
subject 'Energy Price 
H i k e s :  B u i l d i n g  t h e  
Resistance and Preparing 
for Occupy Nigeria Phase 2' 
during a press conference 
held in Abuja.

According  to  the  
statement, the combined 
implication of  all of  these is 
that Nigerians would be 
fur ther impoverished,  
businesses – in particular 
small and medium scale 
businesses will struggle to 
survive, will lay off  staff  
and even close up. Big 
businesses will also struggle 
with rising production 
costs, and those who can 
manage to stay afloat will 
do so at the expense of  their 
workforce (many of  whom 
will be laid off) and of  
ordinary citizens (to whom 
they will shift the cost).

It also maintained that 
the public meetings earlier 
held are part of  the ongoing 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  b e i n g  
undertaken by TPAP-M 
and her allies, which are 
aimed at launching and 
undertaking a sustained 
a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
struggle and campaign to 
“Resist Hardship in our 
country Nigeria: Hardships 
that have come to be 
characterized by mass 
misery, mass poverty, 
endemic insecurity, and 
unbearable conditions and 
costs of  living for the 
overwhelming majority of  
Nigerians.”

The statement also 
explained that in initiating 
'Resist Hardship Struggle 
and Building Momentum 
for Mass Resistance' is to 
enlighten the masses and 
the populace on their 
reasons for embarking on 
resistance and rejecting the 
energy price hikes.

The coalition also 

privatisation of  the power 
sector; is the biggest insight 
and corroboration yet of  the 
widespread believe that the 
privatisation exercise was 
fundamentally faulty; that 
the power sector was sold to 
political jobbers without 
technical competence, and 
who also syndicated the 

made its observations 
known which it pointed 
that the root of  the energy 
c r i s i s  i s  t h e  c r a s s  
incompetence of  ruling 
class regimes over the past 
three decades, as well as the 
tragic failure of  leadership 
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
incompetence  of  the  
current regime.

The statement reads in 
p a r t ,  “ T h e  Pe o p l e ' s  
A l t e r n a t ive  Po l i t i c a l  
Movement (TPAP-M), a 
coalition of  individuals and 
organisations committed to 
the emergence and building 
of  a Mass Workers Party, 
a n d  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
Transformation of  Nigeria, 
a n d  h e r  a l l i e s  h ave  
organised two separate 
public meetings on the 
deepening energy crisis in 
Nigeria, occasioned by 
rising gas prices and 
impending hikes in price of  
fuel and electricity tariff.

“The  f i r s t  pub l i c  
meeting was organised on 
Sunday, 12th of  December 
2021, and focused on 
building consensus on our 
rejection of  the price hikes; 
while the second public 
meeting was convened on 
Friday, 7th January, 2022, 
focused on building the 
coalition to wage the Resist 
Hardship Struggle.

“Nigeria is the only 
OPEC member country 
that imports more than 90 
t o  9 5 %  o f  r e f i n e d  
petroleum products to meet 
its domestic consumption. 
For other OPEC member 
countries, the reverse is the 
case – virtually every other 
OPEC member country 
meet their domestic needs 
for refined petroleum 
products through domestic 
refining. Consequently 
most other OPEC member 
countries depend on less 
than 20% imported refined 
petroleum products to meet 
domestic needs.

“Another reason given 
by the regime, and all 
previous regimes is the 
narrative around the price 
of  fuel being much cheaper 
i n  N i g e r i a  t h a n  i n  
neighbouring countries, 
due to subsidy, and that this 
encourages fuel smuggling 
across the borders. This 
regime even suggests that 
the scale of  smuggling has 
increased so much that it 
now hovers around 50 
million liters per day.

“Only recent ly,  a  
f u r t h e r  $ 1 . 5 b n  w a s  
appropriated by NASS for 

the repair of  the PH refinery 
complex; and again with 
nothing to show for it.

“Yet despite all of  these 
i nve s t m e n t s  t o t a l l i n g  
approximately $17bn in the 
refinery sector since 2012, 
we still as a nation cannot 
boast of  any domestic 
refining capacity, we still do 
not have any functional 
domestic refinery – public or 
private, and we are still more 
than 95% dependent on 
imported refined petroleum 
products to meet domestic 
needs.

Focusing on electricity 
tariff  hike the statement 
further reads, “With respect 
to the electricity crisis, 
nothing exposes the failure 
of  the so-called privatisation 
of  the power sector, than the 
continuing pricing crisis.

“The recent situation 
with AEDC involving the 
sack of  the management 
and the take over of  the 
major share holding in the 
company by the Bank 
(UBA) – the bank which had 
advanced the loan with 
which the consortium 
bought AEDC during the 

he non-remittance Tof  tax deductions 
b y  m i n i s t r i e s , 

departments and agencies 
of  government as well as 
t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives and Senate 
led to the loss of  tax 
revenue of  N5.8bn by the 
Federal Inland Revenue 
Service in 2019. 

The  Of f i ce  o f  the 
Auditor General of  the 
Federation disclosed this in 
its 2019 Annual Report on 
non-compliance, internal 

control, and weakness 
issues in MDAs of  the 
Federal Government of  
Nigeria for the year ended 
December 31, 2019. 

The MDAs are the 
Fe d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Agriculture and Rural 
Development;  Federal 
College of  Freshwater 
Fisheries Technology, New 
B u s s a ;  A d v e r t i s i n g 
Practitioners Council of  
Nigeria; Nigerian Civil 
Av i a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y ; 
Nigerian Communications 

Satellite Limited; Hussaini 
A d a m u  F e d e r a l 
Polytechnic, Jigawa State; 
Federal Medical Centre, 
Keffi, Nasarawa State' 
Department of  Petroleum 
Re s o u r c e s ;  N a t i o n a l 
A s s e m b l y  S e r v i c e 
Commission; and Nigerian 
Correctional Service. 

T h e  r e p o r t  s a i d 
between 2018 and 2019, the 
MDAs failed to either remit 
one per cent stamp duty, 
v a l u e  a d d e d  t a x , 
withholding tax or Pay As 
You Earn tax deducted 
from awarded contracts, 
the reby  con t raven ing 
sections of  the Financial 
Regulations and Treasury 
C i r c u l a r  i s s u e d  o n 
December 29, 2015.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
report, Paragraph 234(I) of  
the Financial Regulations 
states that 'it is mandatory 
for accounting officers to 
ensure full compliance with 
the dual roles of  making 
provision for the Value 
A d d e d  T a x  a n d 
withholding tax due on 
s u p p l y  a n d  s e r v i c e s 
c o n t r a c t  a n d  a c t u a l 
remittance of  same'. 

It quoted Paragraph 
235 as saying, “Deduction 
of  VAT, WHT, and PAYE 
shall be remitted to Federal 
Inland Revenue Service at 
the same time the payee 
who is  the subject  of  
deduction is paid.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
r e p o r t ,  t h e  Tr e a s u r y 
c i r c u l a r  R e f  N o . 
TRY/A12&B12/2015 and 
OAGF/CAD/VOL.II/39
0 dated December 29, 2015 
states that “1% Stamp Duty 
chargeable on contract 
awards and the remittance 
be made to the relevant tax 
authority (Federal Inland 
Revenue Service).” 

It said, “The audit 
observed that the sum of  
N5,828,621,715.06 was the 
a m o u n t  o f  t a xe s  n o t 
remitted by 12 Ministries, 
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d 
Agencies. 

“The Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority has the 
h i g h e s t  a m o u n t  o f  
N2,984,887,250.00 while 
F e d e r a l  C o l l e g e  o f  
Fr e s h wa t e r  F i s h e r i e s 
Technology, New Bussa 
has the least amount of  
N1,021,011.13.” 

loans through which they 
bought the generation and 
distribution companies, 
which were sold at pittances 
– from our local banks; 
l o a n s  w h i c h  w e r e  
guaranteed by publ ic  
institutions.

“In the years since the 
privatisation of  the power 

sector, and with gross 
deterioration in services 
p r o v i d e d ,  N i g e r i a n  
g o v e r n m e n t s  u n d e r  
Jonathan and Buhari have 
disbursed more than N2.7tn 
in so-called intervention 
funds to suppor t  the 
GENCOs and DISCOs, 
and all without anything to 
show for it.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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Coalition set to mobilise Nigerians to resist gas, fuel hikes,
electricity tariffs

FIRS lost N5.8bn to tax evasion by MDAs,
others – Report

The People’s Alternative Political Movement during the press conference at the weekend
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orthern political elite and groups on Saturday met in Kaduna State with a firm resolve to ignore any provocative statement 

Nfrom the South over the 2023 presidency. They also said northerners possess equal rights like their counterparts from the 
South to aspire for the presidency in 2023. The Southern and Middle Belt Forum, which comprises the Yoruba socio-

political group, Afenifere; the Igbo socio-political group, Ohanaeze Ndigbo; and the Middle Belt Forum, had met in Abuja on 
Thursday urged all parties to zone their presidential ticket to the South ahead of the 2023 presidential election, adding that the 
South and the Middle Belt would not vote for a northern presidential candidate in 2023. But the northern leaders kicked against it, 
declaring that the fundamental rights of all political parties to field candidates of their choices, and the right of voters to freely 
exercise choices over who leads them could not be compromised. These were contained in a communiqué issued at the end of a 
meeting convened by the Northern Elders' Forum led by Prof Ango Abdullahi, at the Arewa House, Kaduna, on Saturday. 
Meanwhile, the spokesperson for the Coalition of Northern Groups, Abdul-Azeez Suleiman, has said the North would not let 
itself be blackmailed into ceding power to any region.

he extant Constitution and Structure of  Nigeria are grossly 

Tflawed and lopsided; accordingly, Forum restates its demand for 

the fundamental restructuring of  the country by enacting a new 

Constitution that would enthrone equity, fairness and justice. It must be 

One Nation, One System; “Cites that the northern part of  the country 

would have fully enjoyed the Office of  the Presidency of  the country for 

the full statutory period of  8 years by 2023, hence, the presidency should 

rotate to the South; “Therefore, unequivocally, and in full resolve, call on 

all political parties in the country to zone their presidential tickets to the 

south; “Advices that any political party that does not zone its presidential 

ticket to the South should not expect support from the four regions;  

“Notes that the basis of  any viable democracy, especially in a diverse and 

complex country such as Nigeria, is fair and even sharing of  power.

he fundamental rights of  all political parties to field candidates of  their 

Tchoices, and the right of  voters to freely exercise choices over who leads 

them cannot be compromised. Northerners have equal rights to aspire to 

all offices but they must raise competence, evidence of  personal integrity and 

commitments to the rule of  law above all other considerations. “While 

commending the efforts of  the nation's defence and security forces in rolling back 

sundry threats that have weakened the Nigerian State and made life almost 

valueless, the meeting advises the administration of  President Muhammadu 

Buhari, governors and legislators to revisit and re-prioritize spending on security 

and addressing the scourge of  poverty. “Our position is that the North will never 

let itself  be blackmailed or intimidated into ceding power. We made the same 

mistake in 1999 by giving in to pressure from the South-West and paid for it. 

Obasanjo was brought to power by the northern political might, yet he failed to 

justifiably deal with the nation's diversities as was expected. “The North 

certainly has the sagacity to use its population and repeat what it did in 2015 with 

its permanent voter cards. It is pedestrian for those who call themselves regional 

leaders to continue to think along having a regional and not Nigerian president.

By Anthony Ogbekile
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2023 Northern presidential candidate:

North battles North, South/Middle
belt battles North

We won't support political parties
with northern candidates
– Southern, Middle Belt leaders

ObiozorObiozorObiozor

North have rights to presidency
– Northern leaders

SuleimanSuleimanSuleiman
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some of  the players out of  
the first two games because 
he wanted to avoid taking 
risks.

He also pointed out 
that some players were 
new to the squad while 
others, such as fullbacks, 
Tyronne  Ebueh i  and 
Jamilu Collins, arrived late 
to camp.

Addressing reporters 
after the Super Eagles' win 
over Sudan, Eguavoen was 
asked if  he intends to make 
changes to the starting 
lineup.

“ Yo u  a r e  a l r e a d y 
giving a lineup which is 
good. I have been long 
enough with this team, as a 
technical director from 
afar but this is the closest I 
have been with this team, 
which is about three weeks 
now,” he said.

“We actually started 
with quite a number of  
players, to be precise 24 on 
the fourth of  January and 
on the fifth we flew out.

“ O n  a r r i va l  h e r e, 
nothing happened because 
we retired to bed at about 2 
am and then preparation 

g y p t  c a p t a i n , EMohamed Salah, 
has finally spoken 

about his side's defeat to 
Nigeria at the ongoing 2021 
Africa Cup of  Nations, 
AFCON.

Salah  ins i s ted  tha t 
Egypt had to rearrange 
themselves after their 2021 
AFCON opening 1-0 loss to 
Nigeria.

Recal l  that  Nigeria 
defeated Egypt 1-0 in their 
f i r s t  2 0 2 1  A F C O N 
encounter on January 11 at 
the Roumdé Adjia Stadium, 
Garoua.

Ke lech i  I hea nacho 
scored the only goal of  the 
match in the first half  to give 
Augustine Eguavoen's men 
all three points against 

Egypt.
Speaking after Egypt 

defeated Guinea-Bissau 1-0 
on Saturday night, the 
Liverpool forward told 
CAFonline. “We have a new 
coach and a new generation.

“After the defeat against 
Nigeria, we had to rearrange 
ourselves. We will fight in 
this tough competition and 
believe in our chances and 
where we can go.”

T h e  r e s u l t  a g a i n s t 
G u i n e a - B i s s a u  m e a n s 
Egypt moved to second 
position in Group D.

The North Africans are 
three points behind Nigeria 
who earlier booked their 
knockout stage place with a 
convincing 3-1 over Sudan.

started on the sixth, and on 
the 11th we are to be on the 
field, so that was why 
when you see the lineup in 
this first two games it's a 
little bit difficult to take 
risks.

“It's better to play with 
p e o p l e  t h a t  k n o w 
themselves so that was 
why we maintained what 
we had up to this point in 
time.

“We made it clear to all 
the players that everybody 
that has come here has a 
chance to play.

“Now coming to the 
n e x t  g a m e  w i t h 
qualification secured, with 
a win on our mind as well I 
think we'll give a couple of  
players the opportunity to 
play.”

ovak Djokovic will leave 

NAustralia on Sunday after 
losing an appeal to overturn 

his second visa cancellation. Judges 
upheld the Australian government's 
decision to kick the world number one 
out of  the country following his stance 
on Covid-19 vaccine and being 
unvaccinated. 

Three Federal Court judges 
upheld a decision made on Friday by 
the immigration minister to cancel the 
34-year-old Serb's visa on public 
interest grounds.

Reports suggested that the new 
visa cancellation was an attempt to 
make sure anti-vaxxers don't get to feel 
some measure of  victory in their 
resistance to getting the jab which pro-
va x xe r s  b e l i eve  h a s  i n  a  way 
contributed to the continued spread of  
the virus across the world with new 
variants. 

The Serbian was supposed to 
participate in the Australian Open that 
commences on Monday(Today) as he 
aimed to win a record 21st Grand Slam.

The deportation could mean that 
Djokovic faces a three-year ban from 
getting a visa for the country, but this 
can be waived.

Djokovic f irst  had his visa 
cancelled on January 6 after he failed to 
provide appropriate evidence to 
receiving a vaccine exemption.

H e  w a s  t h e n  k e p t  i n  a n 
immigration hotel as he appealed to 
have his visa reinstated – he won that 
appeal and it was looking like he was 
going to be able to play at this year's 
Australian Open before the new 
cancellation of  his visa on Friday.

Fellow Tennis star, Rafael Nadal 
weighed in on the controversy saying 
that no player is bigger than the 
Australian Open and that whatever was 
the outcome of  Djokovic's appeal the 
competition will go on. 

As per Sky Sports, The full reasons 
behind the court's unanimous ruling 
will be published in the “coming days”.

There was the possibility of  a 
further legal challenge but it was 
confirmed half  an hour after the ruling 
that Djokovic was not seeking that 
option.

The player and his team arrived at 
Melbourne Airport for their flight 
home on Sunday evening local time.

“I am extremely disappointed 
wi th  the  r u l ing  to  d ismiss  my 
application for judicial review of  the 
minister's decision to cancel my visa, 
which means I cannot stay in Australia 
and participate in the Australian 
Open,” Djokovic told Australia's Age 
newspaper after the ruling.

“I respect the court's ruling and I'll 
cooperate with the relevant authorities 
in relation to my departure from the 
country.

“I am uncomfortable that the 
focus of  the past weeks has been on me 
and I hope that we can all now focus on 
the game and tournament I love. I 
would like to wish the players, 
tournament officials, staff, volunteers 
and fans all the best for the tournament.

“Finally, I would like to thank my 
family, friends, team, supporters, fans 
and my fellow Serbians for your 
continued support. You have all been a 
great source of  strength to me.”

uper Eagles coach, 

SAustin Eguavoen has 
revealed why he has 

not fielded some of  the 
players in the Super Eagles 
squad for the ongoing 
Africa Cup of  Nations.

The Super Eagles of  
Nigeria have played two 
matches so far, securing 
wins against two North 
African sides, a 1-0 defeat 

fficials of  Spanish 

Ogiants, Real Madrid 
are in Cameroon to 

monitor Nigeria's forward, 
Samuel Chukwueze at the 
on-going Africa Cup of  
Nations tournament.

According to report, 
Chukwueze would resolve 
Real Madrid's situation on 
the right-wing to say the 
least.

Carlo Ancelotti's search 
for the perfect partner to 
K a r i m  B e n z e m a  a n d 
Vinicius Junior has been 
head-scratching. Marco 
Asensio's flashes of  form 
and then out again coupled 
with Rodrygo Goes's hard 
work but the inability to 
excel at a level a club like 
Real Madrid would demand 
has been a major issue to 
think about for the Italian 
Coach.

Real Madrid has also 
tried playing Eden Hazard 
on the right but the Belgian's 
ill fate at the Spanish Capital 
continues. Gareth Bale on 
the other hand has been very 
injury-prone this season and 
he may look to retire at the 
end of  the season. Hazard 
too, is expected to be on his 
way out next summer.

 Real Madrid's prime 
target to fill up the void is 
Ky l i a n  M b a p p e.  Re a l 
Madrid is the Frenchman's 
dream club but the move 
couldn't be completed in 
two consecutive seasons of  
trials. Therefore, keeping 
options open wouldn't hurt. 
And since the rightwing is a 
problem area, Villarreal's 
Nige r ian  r igh t -winger 

Samuel Chukwueze is a 
decent shout as one from the 
AFCON to keep an eye on.

 A speedy dribbler, 
Chukwueze is a graduate of  
the academy at Villarreal. 
Tried and tested to the 
Spanish conditions he could 
step up as a backup right-
winger for Real Madrid if  
Rodrygo Goes is sent out on 
a loan to improve his skills, 
get more minutes and come 
back improved.

ambia and Mali 

Gboth moved to the 
brink of  the last 16 

a t  the  Afr ica  Cup of  
Nations as they played out 
a 1-1 draw in Limbe.

Both goals in the Group 
F encounter came from late 
penalties awarded via video 
assistant referee reviews.

Ibrahima Kone had put 
M a l i  a h e a d  w i t h  1 1 
minutes left after Ebou 
Adams pushed over Yves 

Bissouma in the box.
B u t  M u s a  B a r r o w 

grabbed a point for the 
debutants in the the final 
minute after Bissouma was 
penalised for handball.

The Gambia and Mali 
are on four points after two 
games, which could prove 
enough to qualify for the 
knock-out stages as one of  
four best  third-placed 
teams.

C h u k w u e z e  h a s 
managed to stand out in the 
limited minutes he is getting 
with the yellow submarine 
having scored in LaLiga, 
Champions League as well 
a s  t h e  A F C O N ,  p e r 
WhoScored. He has age on 
his side and you could never 
predict who breaks out. He 
has the skillset, let's see if  
can be a key campaigner for 
Nigeria.

of  Egypt and 3-1 thumping 
of  Sudan on Saturday.

And having secured a 
place in the round of  16, 
E g u a v o e n  h i n t e d  a t 
providing the opportunity 
for some fringe players in 
his squad to play.

The 1994 Africa Cup of  
Nations winner explained 
that he deliberately left 
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SPORTS
ürgen Klopp believes 

Jt h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
M o h a m e d  S a l a h , 

Sadio Mane and Naby 
Keita represents a 'fantastic' 
oppor tuni ty  for  o ther 
Liverpool players.

The trio are away in 
C a m e r o o n  w i t h  t h e i r 
respective national teams 
competing at the Africa 
Cup of  Nations, which 
started earlier this month 
and concludes on February 
6.

But the fixtures keep 
on coming for the Reds as 
they welcome Brentford to 
Anfield in the Premier 
League this afternoon, with 
Klopp expressing the need 
for every member of  his 
squad to contribute during 
this time.

In his column for the 
matchday programme, the 
boss writes: “We are in the 
period now whereby we 
have these matches with 
three players currently away 
a t  t h e  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations.

“Firstly, for the three 
guys – Sadio, Naby and Mo 
– I wish them nothing but 

joy, luck and success while 
competing in this great 
competition.

“At the time of  writing 
this, all three have played 
their opening group games, 
with varying experiences. 
Sadio and Naby got off  to a 
w i n n i n g  s t a r t ,  b u t 
unfortunately for Mo his 
afternoon was a little more 
frustrating.

“We are all following 
the matches on TV and, as a 
team, we are supporting all 
three when their respective 
nations are in action. By the 
time these words are public 
the game will have already 
taken place, but Senegal v 
Guinea was always going to 
be a little more complicated 
emotionally. Hopefully it 
finished 3-3 with both our 
boys grabbing hat-tricks!

“Hand  on  hear t  I 
would love one of  them to 
go all the way and become 
champions. I know what it 
means to them. I hope they 
enjoy every second of  their 
time competing.

“For us, it means we 
must play without them, 
including today, until they 

return. But that is absolutely 
fine. It presents fantastic 
oppor tuni ty  for  o ther 
players. This is how we view 
it.

“It's a topic I have often 
spoken about, but it is so 
true that to be successful the 
entire squad has a role to 
play. We never view it as first 
choices in terms of  team 
selection actually. It's about 
the right team for the 
specific fixture.

“This is an intense 
period and each and every 
player's contribution will be 
critical, if  we are to get the 
results we want.

“Every second of  every 
game is an opportunity for 
us if  we are minded to view 
it as such. We can't switch 
off  even for the briefest of  
moments and we must not 
lose focus. We have to be in 
every moment. We must be 
ready in every moment.

“The quality of  the 
opponent is too strong for us 
to be anything other than 
our best at all times.

“ T h e s e  c o m m e n t s 
apply to Anfield as well, 
although I know that like 
my players the fans need no 
reminding. I get it that early 
af ter noon kick-of fs  in 
January are not always the 
most famous times for 
producing magic, but they 
can be if  we are minded so. 
This has been our collective 
story over the past years. We 
w r i t e  o u r  ow n  s t o r y, 
together.

“The impact from the 
supporters will be as crucial 
today as a European night. 
It's actually one of  my 
favourite things about our 
club: how knowledgeable 
a n d  p e r c e p t i v e  o u r 
supporters are. They can 
sense when we need them.

“Today will absolutely 
be one of  those days. When 
Anfield is on its toes it 
doesn't matter what time of  
d ay  i t  i s ,  o r  w h e t h e r 
floodlights are needed. It is 
the best energy source in 
world sport and we will be 
plugged in at times today for 
sure.”

he management of  THeartland FC of  
O w e r r i  h a v e 

discovered two talented 
p l a y e r s  t h a t  c o u l d 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  N a z e 
millionaires squad at the 
second edit ion of  the 
Ikukuoma Mbaise Unity 
Football Tournament.

H e a r t l a n d ' s  a c t i n g 
General Manager  Promise 
Nwachukwu made this 

afael Benitez was Rsacked as Everton 
m a n a g e r  o n 

Sunday after just eight 
months in charge of  the 
s t r u g g l i n g  P r e m i e r 
League club.

B e n i t e z  w a s  a n 
unpopular appointment 
in June last year after his 
long spell with Everton's 
M e r s e y s i d e  r i v a l s 
Liverpool.

ennes ended a run Rof  three successive 
Ligue 1 defeats by 

crushing 10-man Bordeaux 
6-0 on Sunday to increase 
the pressure on coach 
Vladimir Petkovic. 

Bordeaux have won just 
three times in 21 league 
games under Petkovic, who 
left his job as Switzerland 
boss  af ter  leading the 
country to the Euro 2020 
quarter-finals. 

Les Girondins have 
been hit badly by Covid-19 
c a s e s ,  w h i l e  c a p t a i n 
L a u r e n t  Ko s c i e l n y  i s 
expected to leave this month 
after it was decided he was 
no longer in the club's plans. 

Hosts Rennes took the 
lead on 33 minutes through 
Mar t in  Ter r ie r  be fore 
Ben jamin  Bour igeaud 
curled home a free-kick.

Issouf  Sissokho was 
sent off  early in the second 

half  for Bordeaux and 
Rennes piled on the misery 
with goals from Gaetan 
L a b o r d e  a n d  A d r i e n 
Tr uffent  before  a  late 
double by Serhou Guirassy. 

Rennes moved up to 
fourth and to within two 
points of  the Champions 
League places. Bordeaux 
remain just one spot above 
the relegation play-off  
place. 

The Spaniard paid the 
price for a dismal run of  
nine defeats in Everton's 
last 13 league matches, 
culminating in a 2-1 loss 
at lowly Norwich on 
Saturday.

“Ever ton Footbal l 
Club can confirm the 
de par tu re  o f  Ra fae l 
Benitez as f irst- team 
m a n a g e r , ”  a  c l u b 
statement said.

disclosure after taking the 
kick off  of  the football 
c o m p e t i t i o n  a t  t h e 
Ezeagbogu Secondar y 
Schoo l   g round  wi th 
2 0 1 9 / 2 0  C h a m p i o n s, 
Okpofe Football  team 
playing out a 1-1 draw with 
Nnarambia team who they 
defeated to lift the trophy in 
that edition.

T h e  m a t c h  w a s 
witnessed by dignitaries led 
by the Federal House of  
Representives Member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
A h i a z u / E z i n i h i t t e 
constituency, Hon. Emeka 
Chinedu,  Mbaise crown 
Prince, Emeka Anyanwu, 
P D P  c h a i r m a n  i n 
Ezinihitte, Hon Modestus 
Njoku.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
sponsor of  the competition, 
Chief  Summers Nwokie, 
t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  wa s 
organised to discover and 
nurture talents in Mbaise 
who should be able to 
export their careers to the 
big football leagues of  the 
w o r l d .  T h e  D i r e c t o r 
General of  the foundation, 
Mr Julius Nneji said.

O t h e r  p r e l i m i n a r y 
matches in the competition 
will be played in different 
venues across the three 
Local Government Areas 
o f  M b a i s e  n a t i o n  a s 
medical and security of  the 
teams have been taken care 
of  by the organisers of  the 
tournament.

ormer Super Eagles Fcoach, Christian 
C h u k w u ,  o n 

Sunday, said the present 
leadership of  the Nigeria 
Football Federation does 
not believe in indigenous 
coaches. 

He said this following 
the 3-1 win against Sudan 
recorded in the Africa Cup 
of  Nations by the Super 
Eagles led by Augustine 
Eguavoen on an interim 
basis. 

“I can assure you that 
t h e  p r e s e n t  N i g e r i a 
Football Federation does 
not believe in Nigerian 
coaches,” the former player 
f o n d ly  t o l d  C h a n n e l s 
Television's Sunday Sports. 

Chukwu who won the 
AFCON in 1980 as captain 
of  the national team said 
Nigeria needed to follow 
the path of  World Cup-
winning teams, stressing 
that they are handled by 
their nationals.

This is as he praised 
Eguavoen, a former Super 
E a g l e s  d e f e n d e r,  f o r 
leading Nigeria into the 
AFCON Round of  16 in 
Cameroon. 

“I am happy with what 
Eguavoen is doing now. 
Within a short period 
Eguaveon was given the 
job, you can see how he has 
turned the team around. 
Nigerian coaches can 
perform even better than 
foreign coaches but our 
federation doesn't have 
respect for them,” he noted.

Prais ing the team, 
Chukwu expressed the 
belief  that they were going 
to win the tournament if  
they continued with their 
current form. 

“Based on what I have 
seen, I give thanks to 
Eguavoen. He has turned 
around the team. We are 
n o w  p l a y i n g  a s  t h e 
Nigerian Super Eagles. 
And if  they continue this 
way, we can win the cup at 
the end of  the day. 

“ Yo u  c a n  s e e  t h e 
attacking force in the team, 
unlike when Rohr was 
t h e r e.  O u r  g a m e  h a s 
changed completely and if  
they continue like this, I 
can assure you we will get 
to the final and, if  possible, 
lift the cup,” he added. 
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o v i d - 1 9  l o c k d o w n , 

Cindeed,  exposed the 
lapses and weaknesses of  

the Nigerian churches, in the 
areas of  care and charity for the 
society, in times of  crises and 
troubles, like now.

This deadly pandemic, which 
compelled a global lockdown of  
virtually all economic and social 
activities for several months, 
isolated suspects, quarantined 
sufferers and as well killed many.

But, quite unfortunately, most 
church leaderships did nothing 
reasonable to practically care for 
her teeming members with 
p r a c t i c a l  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  
devastated members. 

Most often, Nigerian pastors 
a r e  ge n e r a l ly  a c c u s e d  o f  
p r e a c h i n g  ex t e n s ive ly  o n 
"Giving” for their benefit but do 
not practice it, by giving the 
needy. 

The sheer negligence or utter 
negligence by the Church which 
prides self  as the 'Body of  Christ' 
and the 'true hope of  believers', to 
champion or rather lead the drive 
on care and charity for the needy, 
the sick, the poor and the 
suffering brethren, is grave 
betrayal to the practical life and 
teachings of  our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.

The Bible is quite clear on the 
need for practical support for the 
needy. James 2:15-16 says “if  a 
brother or sister is without clothing 
and is in need of  daily food and one 
of  you says to them, 'Go in peace, 
be warmed and be filled' and yet 
you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is 
that?”. 

In recognition of  the care and 
charity missions, the new testament 
book of  Mathew Chapter 25 :30-
40, records that there will be 

weeping and gnashing of  teeth; 
when He comes in His glory with 
the holy angels and sit on the throne 
of  His glory. He would recognise 
those, who feed Him, when He was 
hungry; water, when He was 
thirsty; Care, when He was sick and 
clothing, when He was naked.

The Bible is awash with Jesus 
care and concern for the sick and the 
helpless; by healing numerous, sick 
persons and feeding the multitude 
at different times and places.

A n d  y e t  o u r  c h u r c h 
leaderships wouldn't learn.

There are also examples of  
people, who have the love of  
God, and are mightily blessed; 
google and follow the examples 
of  Dr. Thomas Barnardo (1845-
1905); He was the founder and 
director of  Barnardo's charity, 
which started as a home for poor 
children. From the date, the first 
home was founded in 1870 until 
his death in 1905; Dr Barnardo 
helped nearly 100,000 children 
t h r o u g h  g o o d  c a r e  a n d 
education. He really, wanted to 
become a Protestant medical 
missionary to China. 

And some others who were 
inspired by Jesus' life and practice 
to establish charity homes for 
children, sick and helpless adults; 
where shelter, food, clothing and 
medical care are provided at all 
times needed. 

The International Red Cross, 
known to have given a lot to 
charity was established by a 
Swedish Evangelical who was 
moved by compassion for the 
Warfield victims.

O u r  c h u r c h e s  s h o u l d 
t h e r e f o r e  l e a r n  t o  s h o w 
compassion on her penurious 
congregation and give back to the 
society in the forms of  practical 
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