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NEWS

By Chigozie Uzosike

I
t was moment of  joy and 
jubilation in Owuahia/
Okeudo Eziudo auton-

omous community as the 
people came out en-masse 
to elect their traditional rul-
er, Chief  Dr. John Epeagba 
Onuoha from Ezihu village.

The election came two 
years after the demise of  
HRH, Eze, Des Ogugua in 
2019.

The keenly contested 
election had the seven vil-
lages that make up the au-
tonomous community co-
ordinated, organized, eager 
to have a traditional ruler 
of  their choice.

In the open-secret ballot 
voting system, the Eze-

Owuahia/Okeudo Eziudo gets new traditional
ruler after 2 years

elect, Chief  John Onuoha 
(Ezihu) polled total of  568 
to defeat the other three 
contestants. Chief  Wise 
Ibeji (Ikenga) scored 432, 
Chief  Barr. Richard Iheker-
onye (Umulolo) scored 109 
while Chief  Paul Ihuoma 
(Umuagwu) had total votes 
of  42. At the end of  the 
counting, there was 49 void 
votes out of  the 1201 votes 
cast.

The villages that make up 
Owuahia/Okeudo Eziudo 
autonomous community 
are Umuagwu, Umuezea-
ku, Umunebia, Ikenga,Ezi-
hu, Umulolo and Umuchek-
wa.

Shortly after the election, 
the winner and the three 
other contestants, having 

accepted the results, appre-
ciated the planning com-
mittee, electoral commit-
tee, youths and the entire 
people of  the autonomous 
community for their efforts 
and support in making sure 
that the election holds suc-
cessfully, adding that there’s 
need to work together for 
the development of  autono-
mous community.

Speaking to newsmen 
after the election, the 
chairman of  the electoral 
committee, Chief  Alban 
Onwubiko applauded the 
contestants for comporting 
themselves in civil manner, 
especially that the contest-
ants sat together during the 
election and accepted the 
results of  the election.

Speaking to Journalists, 
the Eze-elect, Chief  John 
Onuoha thanked the youths 
for allowing the election to 
hold peacefully, stressing 
that he is going to work with 
other contestants to move 
the community forward. 

Continuing, the Eze-elect, 
Chief  Dr. Onuoha noted 
that of  all the contestants, 
God chose one person es-

Suspected trafficker nabbed with 
six girls

T
he Benue State Com-
mand of  Nigerian 
Security and Civil 

Defence Corps has nabbed 
a suspected human traffick-
er with six young girls who 
she had already prepared to 
traffick abroad.

The suspect identified as 
Mnena Kwaghmande was 
intercepted in the Gboko 
area of  Benue State on Jan-
uary 5, 2022, with the vic-
tims all ready to travel to 
Burkina-Faso.

The State Commandant 
of  the Defense Corps, Dr. 
Philip Okoh who paraded 
the suspect and the vic-
tims, said that the suspect 
when interrogated claimed 
to have told parents of  the 
young girls that they would 
be helping her to in her res-
taurant in Burkina Faso.

The girls were reportedly 
picked from the Vandeikya 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

The Commandant said, 
“We are showing to the pub-
lic what we have done so far 
in terms of  securing Benue 
State and ensuring peace.

“Behind me, we have a 
seasoned trafficker who 

goes about luring unsus-
pecting parents through 
convincing them that they 
are going abroad for greener 
pastures.

“Investigation has re-
vealed that they were taking 
them to Burkina Faso. We 
did this operation in con-
junction with NAPTIP.

Abia Govt warns against false 
social media reports
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has threat-
ened to take up legal 

actions against anyone or 
group that publish   false in-
formation against the State 
government or its officials, 
on social media.

The Chief  of  Staff  to the 
Governor, Chief  Anthony 
Agbazuere  gave the warn -
ing while speaking to  jour-
nalists at government house 
Umuahia, warning that 
those involved  should “re -
frain from such unpatriotic 
and irreverent conducts”.

Agbazuere, who stated 
that such false social media 
publications were aimed at 

disparaging the State gov-
ernment and its officials, 
noted that they did so to 
“satisfy themselves or their 
sponsors.”

According to him, govern-
ment would be constrained 
to fully resort to extant laws 
against such uncharitable 
individuals except they 
purge themselves.

The Chief  of  Staff  equal-
ly warned that  comment -
ing, sharing or supporting 
of  false social media pub-
lications against the State 
government and its officials 
by any individual, group or 
“their sponsors” could also 
land such persons in trou-
ble.

He however said that the 
Ikpeazu-led government 

was open to advises and 
“constructive criticisms but 
not intentional and willful 
publishing of  falsehood for 
political and selfish rea-
sons.”

Commissioner for Doc-
umentation and Strategic 
Communications, Mr. Ugo-
chukwu Emezuo was pres-
ent during the CoS’ briefing.

Uzodimma condoles Agbaso’s 
family

I
mo State Governor, 
Sen. Hope Uzodim-
ma has commiserated 

with the Agbaso family in 
Emekuku, Imo State over 
the death of  their beloved 
daughter and sister, Hajia 
Zainab Marwa.

Hajia Zainab, First Lady 
and wife of  the Chair-
man of  the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA), Brig. Gen. Mo-
hammed Buba Marwa re-
portedly died on Saturday 
after a brief  illness at the 
age of  66.

Governor Uzodim-
ma said he is particularly 
pained over Hajia Zainab’s 
passing, who is the younger 

sister of  his bossom friend, 
Chief  Martins Agbaso.

The Governor not only 
condoled with Chief  Mar-
tins, but also with his young-
er brother and former depu-
ty governor of  Imo State, 
Chief  Jude Agbaso and the 
entire family.

Uzodimma described Ha-
jia Zainab’s death as a big 
loss to the Agbaso family, 
the people of  Emekeuku  
and Imo State as a whole.

He said it would be diffi-
cult for the people of  Eme-
kuku and Imo State to for-
get in a hurry how Hajia 
Zainab impacted their lives 
when she was the First Lady 
of  Borno State.

He, however, cautioned 
parents against releasing 
their children to people who 
promised greener pastures 
abroad, noting that many of  
such have landed in trouble.

Our correspondent ob-
served that the victims were 
between the ages of  16 and 
20 years.

pecially that they all ac-
cepted the results. We must 
reform our health system, 
we must reform our secu-
rity system, stressing that 
water will be restored at the 
health center. “We are going 
to educate our youths be-
cause they are the future of  
tomorrow”. He hinted that 
the process of  the election 
started since January 2021 

when they gathered at Eke 
Mbara Ikoro where they 
declared that anybody who 
is interested in the election 
can run. He appreciated 
the electoral committee for 
their efforts in conducting a 
peaceful election and urged 
aggrieved persons to sheath 
their swords and come to-
gether for the collective de-
velopment of  the commu-
nity.

Nigerians enjoined to be health
conscious 
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Commissioner for 
Health Anambra State, 
Dr. Vincent Okpala 

has called on Nigerians to be 
health conscious as the Omi-
cron variant of  COVID-19 
pandemic, bites hard. 

Okpala made the call while 
exchanging views with infor-
mation officers shortly after 
a Centenary celebration of 
Saint Paul’s Catholic Church, 
Akpo, at Central School 
Field, on Saturday.

The health expert said, 

``Omicron variant is taking a 
toll on Nigerians. Many have 
fallen ill as a result of  it. 

``The doctors will not tell 
one what killed one as they 
guard against tampering with 
medical professional ethics. 

``The only way out is to get 
vaccinated. Anambra State 
Government under the watch 
of  governor Willie Obiano 
has made it possible for every 
political ward to have a place 
for vaccination. 

``The vaccines are availa-
ble at health centres. It does 
not cost even a dime. Here at 
Akpo, go to the Health Cen-
tre, Uhuala, Akpo, you will 
get vaccinated. It is safe and 
effective. ``I have personally 
taken my required doses and 
the booster of  late. No neg-
ative side effects at all. ``It’s 
benefit is after proper dosage 
and the booster, even if  you 
happen to contact the variant, 
it will not grow to threaten 
life,’’ he assured. ``The stip-
ulated preventive protocols 
are still in vogue.  ``They are 
washing their hands with 
soap under running water, 
putting on face masks, avoid-
ing handshakes, staying away 
from others within about 2 
metres, and avoiding unnec-
essary gatherings.

Court orders man to pay N2m for rights 
infringement, others
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
n Abia State High 
Court, sitting in Aba 
judicial division has 

ordered one Chibueze Ezike 
to return 28 rolls of  fabrics 
seized from the shop of  an 
applicant, Chinedu Ezeagu, 
during  a raid  of   his shop at 
Aba.

During the said raid which 
took place at Ariaria Inter-

national market in February 
2020,  Chibueze Ezike was 
allegedly arrested illegally 
by Policemen sent by the re-
spondent.

The court also ordered that 
Ezike should in addition pay 
the sum of  two million naira 
(N2,000,000.) to Ezeagu for 
infringing on his fundamental 
human rights through such 
raid and arrest.

The order was issued by 

Railways, solution 
to congested roads
- Business mogul

From Karen James, Nnewi

A business mogul, Chief 
Okey Umeora has iden-

tified railways as solution to 
congested roads.

Umeora made the obser-
vation while interacting with 
Information officers, short-
ly after identifying with All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), Akpo Ward, at 
Ezechukwu’s Compound, 
Amaife Village Akpo over 
the weekend. 

He said, “Nigeria’s popu-
lation is increasing and more 
vehicles are entering the 
roads, yet the roads are not 
increasing in number”. 

He noted that the way 
out of  this problem will be 
through connectivity to the 
rail-based mass transit sys-
tem throughout Nigeria. 

``If  there is rail connection 
from South South, South 
East, South West, North 
East, North West and North 
Central, driving from Asaba 
to Onitsha cannot last up to 
six hours, a distance of  not 
more than five to 10 kilom-
eters. I drove for four hours 
to get to Asaba from Lagos 
and spent six hours to get 
to Onitsha from Asaba,’’ he 
said regrettably”. 

Umeora eulogised Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s 
Government for embarking 
on the construction of  the 
2nd Niger Bridge, describing 
it as a step in the right direc-
tion. 

``It is going to reduce traf-
fic gridlock within the Niger 
Bridge. A lot more is needed 
to be done”. 

His Lordship, Hon. Justice 
Innocent A. Nwabughogu 
in a suit No. A/M63/2020, 
between Chinedu Ezeagu 
(Applicant) and Chibueze 
Ezike (Ist respondent), with 
AIG, Zone 9 and one supol 
Johnson, as 2nd and 3rd re-
spondents.

The judge said that the al-
leged arrest and detention 
of  Ezeagu at Zone 9 at the 
behest of  Ezike over a trade 

mark dispute was unconsti-
tutional, unlawful, illegal and 
oppressive.

He thereby ordered that 
Ezike pay Ezeagu the sum 
of  two million naira in addi-
tion to returning 28 rolls of 
“Isi Agu” fabrics carted away 
from his shop at Ariaria inter-
national market , Aba during 
the raid.

 He said that the measure 
taken by Ezike amounted to 
an infringement on Ezeagu’s 
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Uju gives score card, promises to
empower over 2000 constituents 

Senator Rochas Okorocha poses with the national executive of NFSEP led by Dr. Patrick Enuneku.
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By Ikenna Orioha

M
ember who rep-
resents Ohaji/
Egbema/Oguta/

Oru West Federal Con-
stituency in the National 
Assembly, Hon. Kingsley 
Chima Uju, has promised 
to empower over 2000 per-
sons of  his constituency to 
beat poverty, vulnerability 
and insecurity.

The legislator gave the 
assurance while interact-
ing with his constituents 
during the yuletide cele-
bration at his residence, 
Umuorji, Ohaji/Egbema 
LGA, Imo State. He said 
plans are being geared to 

actualise the feat which 
he said will be massive, 
saying 2022 will witness 
rich empowerment of  his 
people especially those 
who sacrificed to his elec-
tion in 2019. “We are out 
for good governance and 
fair politics. Before East-
er, over 2000 persons will 
be empowered in different 
trades to help them eke out 
a proper living”. 

Uju who was instru-
mental to the restoration 
of  peace at Awarra Court 
Area and Ohaji/Egbe-
ma and Oguta in general, 
maintained that he has 
done several solid human-
itarian projects across the 

constituency, sponsored 
bills and motions in the 
House of  Representa-
tives even as he belongs to 
many vital committees in 
the House that give him 
the edge to do exploit in 
the Assembly and his con-
stituency.

According to the law-
maker, “our enemies shall 
always scatter. We are 
celebrating  downfall of  
the devil and his agents. 
Indeed, the best way to 
govern a people is not by 
erecting billboards. It is by 
identifying their needs and 
meeting them squarely. 
I’m a peaceful person who 
fears God and loves hu-

manity dearly. I got Omeu-
do title from Awarra Court 
Area hence the peace I re-
stored there which is pay-
ing off  today. I have been 
humiliated by enemies of  
goodness because I defeat-
ed them in election and 
God has been with me.

“Anything I am, I have, 
is from God and I will al-
ways use all God has given 
me to bless humanity to 
the glory of  God. My po-
litical opponents are weak 
and have scattered. If  they 
are strong enough, let 
them empower people bet-
ter than I do. And I know 
they cannot because they 
have no capacity to even 

win election, let alone do-
ing humanitarian projects 
and services”.

He vowed that nothing 
will make him “change 
from being good (Omeu-
do). We are exemplifying 
good  governance and fair 
democracy with a view to 
employing, empowering, 
building roads, installing 
water and light for the peo-
ple and we are equal to the 
task to changing the ugly 
narrative of  greed, acri-
mony and insecurity in the 
oil rich constituency. We 
provided water scheme to 
20 communities: Umuag-
wo, Awarra among others 
including ongoing water 

scheme. We built schools 
in Ejemekwuru and oth-
ers. Before Easter, over 
2000 persons will be em-
powered meaningfully to 
empower others in the fu-
ture”.

“Roads have been 
awarded across the con-
stituency: from Oguta to 
Egwe, Izombe to Ugbele, 
about 62 persons have ben-
efited from employment 
in the federal level and be-
fore December ends (2022) 
250,000 persons will be 
empowered with cash to 
start their own business-
es. I want to set a pace on 
good representation (gov-
ernance)”, Uju added.

2023 presidency: Let’s
unite to produce acceptable
candidate - Wike

  From  Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers state governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
charged Governors 

under the platform of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and other stakehold-
ers to work tirelessly for the 
party to produce the next 
Nigerian president in 2023.

He urged those fanning 
the embers of  discord over 
the issue of  zoning of  pres-
idential ticket and dividing 
governors, to focus their 
energy on rebuilding and 
strengthening the party 
ahead of  the 2023 general 
elections.

Wike stated this when 
he paid a courtesy call on 
the Governor of  Bayelsa 
State, Senator Douye Diri 
at the Government House, 
Yenagoa on Monday.

 “I’ve come to let him know 
that everybody as PDP 
members must put our-
selves together to build the 
party. Without the party 
nobody can be a presiden-
tial candidate. There must 
be a party. So, there is the 
need for everybody to work 
together, make the party 
to be united before we talk 
about who will be presiden-
tial candidate.”

The Rivers State gover-
nor reiterated that Nigeri-
ans are waiting anxiously 
for PDP to rescue the coun-
try from the poor govern-
ance the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress, APC has 
foisted on them.

“We cannot afford to 
miss this opportunity that 
Nigerians are giving back 
to PDP to takeover the gov-
ernment in 2023. Every-

body must work together as 
a party and as governors, 
we must work together. If  
we didn’t work together 
we won’t have had the best 
convention we have ever 
had as a party.”

 Governor Wike warned 
that if  governors and mem-
bers of  the party are not 
united, it would be difficult 
for the party to amicably 
nominate an acceptable 
presidential candidate.

According to him, PDP 
must capitalise on the 
brewing crisis in the APC 
to build a more formida-
ble party to wrestle power 
from the APC led federal 
government.

Wike assured that PDP 
governors will not be dis-
tracted by the antics of  
those who are fanning the 
embers of  discords in their 
bid to weaken their resolve 
to work in unison for the 
PDP to clinch the presiden-
cy in 2023.

Governor Wike warned 
that if  governors and mem-
bers of  the party are not 
united, it would be difficult 
for the party to amicably 
nominate an acceptable 
presidential candidate.

According to him, 
PDP must capitalise on 
the brewing crisis in the 
APC to build a more for-
midable party to wres-
tle power from the APC 
led federal government.

 Wike assured that PDP 
governors will not be dis-
tracted by the antics of  
those who are fanning the 
embers of  discords in their 
bid to weaken their resolve 
to work in unison for the 
PDP to clinch the presiden-
cy in 2023.

By Ikenna Orioha

C
ommittee on Imo 
City Transport Biom-
etric Data Capturing 

and Painting, has arrested 
over 4 commercial drivers 
for defaulting in meeting 
government directives on 
capturing and painting of  
their vehicles.

Parading the defaulters 
at the office of  Imo City 
Transport, on Monday, El-
der Anaelechi Ukawune , 
Committee Chairman, Imo 
City Transport Security 
Biometric Data Capturing 
and Painting, noted that 
the committee had set up a 
monitoring team to check 
activities of  commercial bus 
drivers in the state.

The Chairman stated 
that it was not going to be 
business as usual as the 
committee is fully commit-

ted to protecting interest of  
government to ensure that 
Imo is crime free, saying the 
defaulters would be hand-
ed over to law enforcement 
agents to face the law, warn-
ing commercial bus drivers 
plying within Owerri who 
hide under Students’ Fran-
chise to make themselves 
available and comply with 
government directives to 
generate revenue for the 
state or ply only in their 
school environment.

The Chairman stressed 
that the reason for commer-
cial bus drivers data captur-
ing and painting was for se-
curity of  residents, advising 
citizens to be vigilant and on 
the lookout for driver’s pic-
ture, number plate and Imo 
City Transport Committee 
number on every commer-
cial bus before entering it for 
their own safety.

He promised to make 
the capturing exercise easy 
for commercial bus drivers 
especially those who com-
plain of  lack of  money for 
the exercise, “we try to as-
sist those who cannot real-
ly pay the complete money 
at once by accepting from 
them any amount or allow 
them pay in installments. 
I cannot be here and com-
mercial bus drivers suffer. 
I’m here to help them do 
what is right if  they agree 
with us”.

Adding his voice, the Imo 
City Transport Head of  Op-
erations, Comr. Emmanuel 
Oluchukwu, who led the 
monitoring team, hinted 
that he was very surprised 
to discover on their first 
move good number of  com-
mercial vehicles with fake 
painting and numbers ply-
ing the city of  Owerri hence 

their arrest.
He said through the driv-

ers biometric data and cap-
turing, investigation on a 
particular vehicle and the 
driver can be very easy, say-
ing stolen vehicles can be 
easily retrieved through this 
measure. “This process of  
Imo City Transport Biom-
etric Data Capturing and 
Painting Commission is to 
check crimes and activities 
of  hoodlums in the state”.

Commercial drivers arrested over biometric
data capturing, painting default
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T
he acclaimed national leader 
of All Progressives Congress, 
APC, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, 

last Monday, informed State House 
correspondents after a meeting with 
President Buhari at the Presidential 
Villa in Abuja that he has informed 
the President, of his ambition to 
contest for the 2023 presidential 
election, stressing that,  it has been 
his lifelong ambition to become the 
President of Nigeria. Even, though 
he is yet to inform Nigerians.

Part of the things he claimed, 
as his strength was the confidence, 
vision and capacity to build on the 
foundation laid by the President.

In a swift reaction, the apex 
Igbo socio-cultural organisation, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, through its 
spokesman, Chief Alex Ogbonnia, 
described APC National Leader, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu’s declaration of 
his 2023 presidential bid as a project 
that is “dead on arrival”.

Chief Ogbonnia, further 
described Tinubu’s declaration 
as “unfortunate” and against the 
rules of natural justice. He said that 
Tinubu should be joining to defuse 
tension in the national polity rather 
than fuelling it by declaring his 2023 
presidential bid.

According to him, the South East 
geopolitical zone should produce the 
president in 2023, insisting that “It 
is an assertion rooted in history and 
experience that any project that is 
not supported by justice and equity 
will not succeed. It is a project that 
is dead on arrival. Because God is 
a universal entity that he is always 
interested in truth, fairness and 
equity. So for anybody embarking 
on anything that is not rooted in 
equity and justice will not succeed 
and this is a countervailing force that 
has sustained this world from the 
beginning.

“So Tinubu, knows that he is 
embarking on a cause that has no 
foundation in anything: foundation 
in equity and justice and of course is 
a project that will not succeed.”

He noted that Tinubu is adding to 
the crisis in the land because “there 
is this collective conscience that has 
been guiding this country and those 
who have really gone against the 
convention has often lost, you know at 
a point General Sani Abacha wanted 
to continue but he lost; Goodluck 
Jonathan ran against the current and 
he lost. 

“Therefore, any other person that 
tries to go against the convention and 
the current will always lose it. Mr 
Tinubu is working across purposes 
with the foundations of this country 
– foundation rooted in equity and 
justice. He knows that this is the turn 
of the Igbos and instead of supporting 
for the Igbo to emerge for peace to 
reign, for the corporate existence of 
Nigeria to remain intact; he decided 
adding to the problem and crisis. 

Concluding, he said, “Ohanaeze’s 
position is that Tinubu knows that 
he is doing the wrong thing. He is 
embarking on a project that is not 
rooted in equity, justice and fair play, 
and is against the common current of 
the conscience of the people and to 
that extent he will surely lose.”

Therefore, Alhaji Tinubu, and 
other intenders from the South West, 
intending should comprehend that 
from 1999, Olusegun Obasanjo, from 
that divide held sway for eight (8) 
years and it returned to the North, 
with Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, after 
which providence returned it to the 
South with Goodluck Jonathan, from 
South-South, holding sway for six (6) 
years, then it returned to the North 
with Muhammadu Buhari, hence 
fairness, Justice and equity demand 
that South-East should produce the 
next president of the nation.

It is therefore, News Echo’s position 
that Bola Tinubu or any intender 
from South-West, should be patriotic 
enough to consider the collective 
interest of the nation rather than 
self-interest and support a Nigerian 
prudential candidate from South-East 
extraction. 

2023 Presidency: 
Tinubu’s declaration, 
a move against 
conscience, equity

Our TeamOur Team
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By SheriffdeenT ella

T
here are a lot of  
issues requiring 
public conversation 

in Nigeria but we can take 
them one at a time. Issues 
of  paramount importance 
to one person may not be 
of  the same to another but 
issues bothering on national 
goals can have appreciable 
followership. There are 
issues that may not be of  
interest to the executive 
and/or legislative arms of  
government and may never 
be discussed by either, 
yet such issues can be of  
relevance to the generality 
of  the citizens. For instance, 
a debate on whether Nigeria 
should have the Senate or 
the House of  Representative 
in order to reduce the cost 
of  governance would be a 
no-go area for the National 
Assembly but have to be 
taken up through public 
discourse. It is one of  
the issues we should talk 
about. Besides, the issue of  
electricity and corruption 
deserve public discussion. 
I propose that the starting 
point should be electricity.

It is my belief  that 
if  Nigeria can solve the 
problems of  electricity, the 
road to industrialisation, 
massive public and self-
employment as well as 
economic diversification 
will be solved automatically. 
Even, the issue of  population 
control without the use 
of  birth control drugs and 
medicines will be solved. 
I once suggested that the 
failure of  PHCN — or 
NEPA as it is still commonly 
referred to — to light up 
Nigeria is inadvertently 
promoting population 
explosion. The argument is 
that when families are forced 
to retire into their rooms 
from 9pm till possibly 5am 
for seven days a week and 
repeated for a month and 
finally a year, particularly 
in face-me-I-face-you kind 
of  houses, with rooms 
crowded, with a couple on a 
bed and the children on mats 
with lamps put off, what 
else is expected every year? 
Procreation is automatically 
the result! Whereas, if  there 
is electricity, the family, 
particularly the children, 
can keep everybody awake 
till late in the night watching 
television programmes, 

thus reducing the hours of  
interaction between their 
parents. A study showed that 
the affordability of  small 
generators — I-better-pass-
my-neighbour generators 
— assisted in promoting 
interactions among family 
members in urban areas after 
long hours of  hassles during 
the day. Now that those 
kinds of  generators are no 
longer affordable, thanks to 
government policies fuelling 
inflation, such families 
would naturally return to 
their shells with the expected 
consequences: more children 
in a few years. Let us return 
to more serious issues, in the 
hope that the government 
would have learnt some 
lessons about the relationship 
between electricity and 
population control or more 
appropriately, between 
poverty and procreation.

Before going deep into 
the modus operandi of  the 
‘let’s talk about it’ exercise, it 
is necessary to acknowledge 
that the title extension 
“let’s talk about it”  is not 
my innovation but adopted 
from the title of  one of  my 
favourite radio programmes 
in Ibadan, anchored by the 
quincentennial musician, 
philanthropist and owner 
of  the radio station, Yinka 
Ayefele, M.O.N, and 
his bosom friend Enitan 
Olusegun Bamidele, aka 
E.O.B. The programme 
brings up a true-life story 
or issue brought before the 
duo and they would ask 
for solutions from listeners. 
Albeit, the issues to be 
considered here are national 
matters arising requiring 
citizens’ solutions.

The World Bank, in April 
last year reported that Nigeria 
has the largest number of  
people in the world without 
access to electricity and that 
the sector was recording a 
yearly revenue loss of  about 
$29 billion. It is also on record 
that despite the privatisation 
of  the electricity sector in 
2013 and the promise that 
the supply would improve 
thereafter, the story remains 
the same, even today. Billions 
of  United States dollars 
have been spent or diverted 
without favourable results. 
Actually, there seems to be a 
case of  the more you look the 
less you see or the more the 
country spends money on 
the sector, the less the power 

generated or distributed. At 
one time, we were told that 
the problem had to do with 
generation of  power and, 
at another, it was that we 
had generated enough but 
distribution was the problem, 
just as too much rain or lack 
of  it can disrupt electricity in 
Nigeria.

Uncle Bola Ige of  blessed 
memory thought if  he 
handled the power sector, 
there would be a turnaround 
within six months. President 
Olusegun Obasanjo 
appointed him Minister of  
Mines and Power (1999-
2000) but no significant 
improvement and had to be 
moved to Ministry of  Justice 
as Minister of  Justice and 
Attorney General (2000-
2001). Babatunde Raji 
Fashola as Governor of  Lagos 
State boasted that power 
generation and distribution 
is not rocket science. Given 
his pedigree as a workaholic 
and achiever, President 
Muhammadu Buhari  gave 
him the foreman job with 
three portfolios, including 
that of  Power. After four 
years of  trial and presumably 
when asked, at the beginning 
of  another term, which of  
the portfolios he would like 

to drop, he did not hesitate 
to drop the Power that had 
made him powerless and 
retained Works and Housing.

Before him was Bert 
Nnaji, a power engineer so 
to say. When it seemed he 
was making some progress, 
more powerful people in 
the President Goodluck 
Jonathan government rose 
against him, claiming he 
had vested interests, being an 
entrepreneur in the private 
power sector. He had to 
quit unceremoniously. The 
man that took over from 
Raji Fashola was recently 
sacked. Thus the struggle 
with darkness continues and 
unless we tackle it publicly 
now, all the money and 
energy spent will be wasted; 
all efforts at industrialisation 
will remain a mirage and 
the country will remain 
underdeveloped. It is not 
a matter of  God forbid. 
Human beings too must 
forbid it. Truly, is power 
generation and distribution 
rocket science? I do not share 
the sentiment that it is.

The problem in the power 
sector is man-made and the 
network is very long. I can 
opine that every minister will 
have to face challenges from 
producers of  generators, who 
are foreigners, and know that 
if  Nigeria, being their biggest 
customer in the world, is able 
to get it right, they will not 
only lose significant revenue 
but there will also be loss of  
jobs across the value chain 
of  steel producers, metal 
casting firms, bolt and nuts 
subsector, et cetera. The other 
groups in the value chain are 
petrol and diesel importers 
and exporters for powering 
the generators, the battery 
producers, rechargeable 
lamp producers, touch-light 
producers and now the solar 
panel and inverter producers 
and importers. The producers 
and exporters are foreigners 
while the importers, who 
largely have franchise from 
the exporters, are locals or 
Nigerians. Then there are 
public or civil servants, who 
approve the transactions, as 
well as other middlemen. 
Besides, there would be some 
laws that have to be modified 
and the legislature comes 
into the picture.

I often wonder whether 
or if, by law, all electricity 
production must go through 
the national grid and if  such 

law is not archaic and needs 
to be changed? I often hear 
of  state power generation 
going through the grid? 
Does electricity generation 
go through national grids in 
other countries? Why must 
we limit power generation to 
three major sources viz hydro 
or thermal or gas or solar? 
Why can we not dedicate 
solar, for example, to the 
non-industrial section of   the 
economy and more powerful 
sources to industrial use, 
even within a state? Why 
must a state take permission 
from the federal government 
before embarking on power 
generation and distribution? 
Why this and why that? 
These and more are the 
rationale for public dialogue 
to light up Nigeria.

What is the modus 
operandi? The Ministry 
of  Power should be the 
organiser or moderator 
and, if  reluctant, a non-
governmental organisation 
or media house can take up 
the assignment. A day will 
be dedicated to the exercise 
as National Power Day and a 
Zoom or Microsoft platform 
link is provided that anybody 
around the world can link 
up to. The main papers 
will be presented by past 
ministers of  Power who are 
willing and ready, providing 
background, challenges and 
prospects. People all over the 
world can key in anytime 
and make contributions or 
just listen. Since it might 
be difficult for everyone to 
contribute, those who could 
not, can send in their pieces 
of  advice through chat or 
attachment to e-mail address 
provided by the organisers. 
At the end of  the day or the 
second day, the nation is 
provided with a communiqué 
on electronic media, which 
is later published in national 
dailies.

We must start finding 
solutions to our national 
problems through this 
kind of  national dialogue. 
Nigeria must make progress 
through the contributions 
and commitment of  her 
citizens. Nobody is coming 
to develop Nigeria for us 
because our development 
can spell doom for some 
countries just as it can 
serve as liberation for some 
other countries, particularly 
African countries. Who will 
take up this challenge?

The problem in 
the power sector is 
man-made and the 

network is very long. 
I can opine that every 

minister will have 
to face challenges 
from producers of 
generators, who 

are foreigners, and 
know that if Nigeria, 
being their biggest 

customer in the 
world, is able to get 
it right, they will not 
only lose signi�cant 
revenue but there 
will also be loss 
of jobs across the 

value chain of steel 
producers, metal 
casting �rms, bolt 

and nuts subsector, et 
cetera. 

“
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ight rays travel in 

Ldifferent mediums at 
different speeds. In 

vacuum, for example, light 
travels at the speed of  3×10  8

m/s. This is the highest speed 
possible in physics.
One of  the most important 
parameters that measures 
optical properties of  a medium 
is the index of  refraction. It is 
defined as the ratio of  the speed 

8of  light in vacuum (3×10  m/s) 
and the speed of  light v in the 
medium in question.
The refractive index measure 
the optical density of  a given 
material. A material with higher 
refractive is more optically 
dense than a material with 
lower refractive index.n =  c

Example 1
What is the index of  refraction 
in a medium where the speed of  
light is 1.5×10  m/s?8

Solution
n =  c
v

8=  3×10  m/s
1.5×10  m/s= 28

Example 2
What is the speed of  light in 
water whose refractive index is 
1.33?

Solution
1.33 =  3×10  m/s8

v
v =  3×10  m/s8

1.33≈ 2.26×10  m/s8

A homogeneous medium has a 
constant index of  refraction 
throughout the medium and 
light travels along straight paths 
in it. Refraction occurs at the 
interface or boundary of  two 
media with different refractive 
indices. It is the bending of  light 
rays when transmitted into the 
second medium. (see diagram 
below)

Snell's Laws of refraction
1) The incident ray, the 
refracted ray and the normal to 
the interface at the point of  
incidence are all included in the 
same plane called the plane of  
incidence.

2) n  sin (i) = n  sin (t)1 2

where n  is the refractive index 1

of  medium (1), n  is the 2

refractive index of  medium (2), i 
is the angle of  incidence and t is 
the angle of  refraction as shown 
in the diagram above.
Refraction explains physical 
phenomena such the 
appearance of  a pen bent inside 
a glass of  water and the 
separation of  white light into 
different colors such as the 
rainbow as shown below.

Example 3
A ray of  light is incident 
through glass, with refractive 
index 1.52, on an interface 
separating glass and water with 
refractive index 1.32. What is 
the angle of  refraction if  the 

angle of  incidence of  the ray in 
glass is 25 °? 

Solution
Use Snell's law to write: 1.52 sin 
25° = 1.32 sin t
t = arcsin((1.52/1.32) sin 25) 
≈29.1°

Example 4
What should be the angle of  
incidence of  a light ray incident 
through air on the boundary 
separating air from water so that 
the angle of  refraction is 30 
°?(refractive index of  air is 1 and 
that of  water is 1.32) 

Solution
Assume refractive index of  air is 
equal to 1.
Use Snell's law to write: 1 sin (i) 
= 1.32 sin 30°
i = arcsin (1.32 sin 30°) ≈ 41.3°

Example 5
A light ray strikes a 
homogeneous rectangular block 
of  glass of  thickness w at an 
angle i. The ray emerges at point 
B at an angle i'. (see diagram 
below)

a) Find i' in terms of  i and show 
that the emerging and incident 
rays are prallel.
b) Find the lateral displacement 
which is the distance d between 
the incident and emerging rays in 
terms of  angle i, the refractive 
indices n  and n  and width w of  1 2

the block.
c) Use the formula obtained in 
part b) to calculate d for n  = 1, 1

n  = 1.55, w = 3 cm and i = 2

32°.Solution
a) Snell's at point A
n  sin i = n  sin j1 2

Snell's law at point B
n  sin k = n  sin i'2 1

The normals NA and NB to the 
interfaces at A and B are parallel 
to each other and therefore 
angles j and k are equal. Hence
n  sin i = n  sin j = n  sin k = n  1 2 2 1

sin i'
Therefor i'= i
The incident and emerging have 
equal angles with the normals 
therefore the emerging and 
incident rays are parallel.

b) Find d
Consider the right triangle ABO.

sin  = d / ABα

Consider triangle ABO'
cos j = w / AB or AB = w / cos j

 = i - jα

sin (i - j) = d / AB
Substitute AB by w / cos j in the 
above equation
sin(i - j) = d cos j / w
d = sin(i - j) W / cos j
Use Snell's law
n  sin i = n  sin j1 2

j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ]1 2

Hence
d = w sin(i - j) / cos j
where j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ]1 2

c) Calculate d for n  = 1, n  = 1 2

1.55, w = 3 cm and i = 32°.
j = arcsin [ (n /n ) sin i ] = arcsin 1 2

[ (1/1.55) sin 32°] ≈ 20 °
d = 3 sin(32 - 20) / cos 20 ≈ 0.7 
cm

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Light contd.
Refraction of light rays, examples
and solutions

v
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Why 90% of people eat outside

I
t is no longer news that 
the people of  Imo state 
prefer to eat out than to 

remain at home and have 
a well prepared food from 
the comfort of  their home. 
Don’t get me wrong I didn’t 
say that the ones cooked out 
are not properly made. But 
the feeling of  eating food 
that has been cooked by you 
or your loved ones from the 
comfort of  your kitchen has 
begun to fade away in the 
city of  Imo state.

Despite the alarming 
economy situation of  the 
country, it is difficult to 
hear that an eatery or a 
restaurant or Buka (road 
side food vendors) in Owerri 
city has gone out of  business 
because of  lack of  customers 
or people to eat the food. 

According to researches 
and interviews conducted by 
News Echo reporter, 70% of  
the reasons why businesses 
go out of  circulation in 
Owerri are because of  lack of  
authentic customer service 
or improving or updating the 
business to the satisfaction 

of  the customers, like the 
phrase “the customer is 
always right”.

News Echo reporter while 
speaking with some people 
in the streets of  Owerri found 
out that most of  the replies 
gotten from them were that 
they were too busy with their 
work that they do get tired to 
cook while some said that the 
spirit of  “Ngwori” wouldn’t 
let them be.

Owerri city popularly 
known as a city that never 
sleeps, earned this title 
because of  its being the 
center of  attraction in south-
east side of  the country. The 
city has been known for its 
food, tourism and a place 
of  enjoyment, whether 
you’re on holiday with your 
family or wanting to find 
the city’s best restaurants 
or nightspots, it is well 
known for its plethora of  
hotels, bars, restaurants 
and nightclubs, which has 
earned it a reputation as 
Nigeria’s entertainment 
centre.

It was also learnt that 
the emergence of  modern 
eatery spots such as Ibari 
Ogwa, Mimi Place, Cubana, 

Orange Groove, among 
others equally play a major 
role to encouraging the 
building of  hotels in the city 
as fun seekers troop out in 
their numbers to visit these 
places, where all manner of  
entertainment activities are 
on display. One of  the major 
attractions of  these eatery 
spots is that they are the 
best in dishing out local and 
international delicacies.

However, what has not 
changed is the entertainment 
lifestyle of  the people. In 
Owerri, hotels of  every 
kind, entertainment centres 
and eatery spots dot the 
nook and cranny of  the 
city. Every evening, almost 
every hotel hosts a number 
of  lodgers who, from every 
indication, come around to 
recreate.

Due to this fact, the 
behaviour of  Imolites eating 
out was encouraged by 
the rising flow of  different 
restaurant and eateries being 
built in the state.

Owerri city being known 
for its tastiest dishes like Ofe 
Owerre, so popular that it 
has had songs written about 
it. It is used to describe a 

rich man or how rich his 
pocket is. It is a delicacy 
that contains all kinds of  
protein like snails, ponmo 
(cow skin),cow leg, goat 
meat, okporoko (dried stock 
fish), pumpkin leaves and 
oporo (smoked prawns), 
with plenty of  spices added 
for flavour.

Another delicacy owerri 
is known for is Ugba and 
Okporoko, popularly made 
from ukpaka (oil bean) 
and okporoko (stock fish ) 
prepared with some spicy 
ingredients before being 
engulfed in a colourful and 
delicious sauce known as 
ncha and garnished with 
garden eggs and garden egg 
leaves (akwukwo anara). 
This delicacy is a meal eaten 
by all and is usually washed 
down with a bottle of  palm 
wine. It is a meal that reaches 
deep into the cultures of  our 
forefathers and makes one 
feel like he/she is finally at 
home.

Mr. Clinton Ikechukwu, 
a business man who was 
found eating around 
Ikenegbu Junction while 
speaking with News Echo

 reporter said that the likes 
of  ‘bole’ and fried or roasted 
fish will not let someone to 
rest. He continued that the 
taste of  some of  these street 
foods can never be the same 
with the taste of  what have 
been prepared at home.

He also said that 
sometimes the food 
prepared by him doesn’t 
become appealing after he is 
done with cooking the food, 
but the truth of  everything is 
that the spirit of  “Ngwori” 
can never leave the life of  an 
Imolite.

Mrs. Ijeoma Okoro, a 

By Glory Ugochukwu

Echoes from the streets

working class woman and 
a mother of  four, while 
speaking to News Echo said 
that it is not easy joggling 
the life of  a working and 
taking care of  family. She 
continued saying that gone 
are the days when a women 
will kill herself  in the kitchen 
and jeopardize her health 
while trying to take care 
of  the family and cooking 
every day. 

She continued that eating 
out has made it easier for 
everyone most especially the 
women, because gone are 
the times you wait on a man 
to provide everything for the 
family. “I can’t come back 
from work, pick up the kids 
from school every day and 
always have the strength to 
cook. I rather take the family 
out than break down and 
spend the money I’m saving 
in the hospital.” She said

Mr. Paul Ogaraya, a 
business man said that it is 
just a lifestyle, a habit that 
started with friends coming 
to eat and drink, to taking a 
girl out on a date, to eating 
out because you are too lazy 
to cook, or to the spirit that 
every Imolite has “life of  a 
party” are all the reasons 
while most Imolites eat 
outside.

He continued that 
everyone is trying to belong, 
everyone wants to be seen 
eating in one or all the fancy 
places in Owerri here. No 
matter how bad it is. They 
do not care. I myself  eat out 
only when I am too busy to 
cook or I’m out with some 
friends but left for that, 
I personally enjoy food 
cooked at home because 
some of  the foods in all this 
fancy restaurants are trash.

Individuals relishing their eat out spree in local Nigerian restaurants known as Buka
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Oba football cup: Senior All 
Stars FC emerges champions

years now the competition has 
stopped but I have decided to 
start all over again.

“I love the game of  football, I 
also played mass return football 
and used to have a football 
club Obiaomee FC which 
used to win the competition 
anytime I sponsored it but this 
year I decided they will not 
participate.

“Although I sponsored the 

competition with about 2.5 
million naira which include 
prize money, referee payment, 
best player, coach, best behaved 
team, goal keeper (GK), 
highest goal scorers (HGS) and 
entertainments.

“One fascinating thing 
about winning the trophy is 
that the team can visit any 
organization or wealthy person 
who can launch the cup for 

them. They can even realize up 
to 5 million from well-wishers, 
“said Onwupenata.

In his remarks, President 
General of  Oba, Rev Chris 
Emelie thanked God for 
peace, unity and development 
experienced in Oba commending 
the sponsor for putting smiles in 
the face of  the people.

Chief  Akonam Emeka-
ekwuo (Akuatuegwu) com-

S
enior All Stars 
Football Club, Oba has 
emerged winner of  the 

Oba Football 2021/2022 
competition sponsored by Nze 
Ifeanyichukwu Onwupenata 
(Ogbataonua Oba) in memory 
of  his late parents.

The pulsating finals saw 
Senior All Stars FC, Oba defeat 
debutants Ugogbuzue FC, 
Oba 8 -7 after a long penalty 
shootout to lift their first ever 
Oba Football competition 
trophy.

The football competition 
which attracted a mammoth 
crowd  from Oba in Idemili 
South, Anambra State and 
neighboring communities was 
played at  Merchants of  Light 
School, Oba Football pitch.

The match ended at 1-1 
draw after 90 minutes of  play. 
Both the coaches and captains 
of  both teams decided to 
proceed straight to penalty 
shootout.

The Senior All Stars FC 
were first to miss during the 
penalty shootout but luck ran 
out of  Ugogbuzue FC Oba 
when their last player’s kick 
was stopped by the champions 
goal keeper bringing score-
sheet to 4-4.

The rest was history as 
Senior All Stars FC who had 
been regular in the competition 
eventually won the trophy with 
500,000 naira cash prize while 
runners up and third placed 
team got 300,000 naira and 
200,000 naira respectively.

According to Nze 
Onwupenata, football unites 
people all over the world 
irrespective of  their differences. 
I sponsored the competition 
to foster more love, unity and 
happiness in Oba community.

“This year’s competitions 
were done in remembrance of  
my late parents Mr. Nwafor 
Bolingo and Mrs. Edith 
Nshanshamili Onwupenata 
who died in 1998 and 1993 
respectively when I was much 
younger.

“I had sponsored this 
tournament about three times 
several years ago before Chief  
Darlington Agha took up 
the sponsorship but for some 

mended Mr. Onwupenata for 
sponsoring the football com-
petition saying that it will keep 
the youths busy and keep them 
away from crime and drugs. 

“This year’s competition 
was unique because the 
prize money were disbursed 
immediately for the recipients 
to enjoy. We have Maradonas 
here and I promise to send 
abroad any outstanding player 
who proves his mettle,” said 
Emekaekwuo.

Chief  Obi Ufondu (Ochiaga 
Idemili) as one of  the special 
guests after compensating the 
runners up with some cash 
donation encouraged them 
to prepare harder to lift the 
trophy subsequently. He later 
presented medals and the 
trophy to the winners.

The Best Coach, Tochukwu 
Ochokwu, Skipper, Chukwuka 
Ezeh, Best GK, Chidiebere 
Iruka, HGS, Uche Onugha, 
Provost, Basil Igwilo all 
members of  Senior All Star 
FC, in their separate speeches 
eulogized the sponsor giving 
glory to God for their victory.

(R-L) Nze Ifeanyichukwu Onwupenata (Ogbataonua Oba), Oba PG,Rev Chris Emelie, Chief  Akonam Emekaekwuo 
(Akuatuegwu), Chief  Sir Obi Ufondu(Ochiagha Idemili)  during the Oba football competition nals

Senior All Stars FC, Oba 2021/2022 champions of  Oba football competition



Every effort should be made to ensure that 
the air people breathe in to sustain their 

life must not be contaminated through the 
activities of those who want quick money 

through engagement in bunkering and 
illegal crude oil-re�nery activities. It is the 
right of the people of Rivers state and other 

residents alike to breathe in fresh, God-given 
air that sustains their life.

A
dmittedly, one 
public health nui-
sance the people 

of  Rivers state face and 
suffer today is the presence 
of  black soot particles that 
envelope the towns and cit-
ies, and affect everything 
therein. 

This is apart from 
the notorious oil spills 
that threaten aquatic life 
and human existence in 
the state and cover the 
natural water sources 
the people depend for 
survival through fetching 
water they need to drink 
or use while carrying out 
domestic activities, apart 
from fishing purposes. 
Whenever I see dead 
fishes floating on oil-filled 
streams and other bodies 
of  water in many areas 
of  the state as a result of 
the spills, I die in my heart 
that the economic sources 
of  survival of  the people 
are blocked in this sphere 
whereas little or nothing 
is done to ameliorate the 
situation in these areas as 
the people continue to suffer 
general environmental 
degradation economic 
deprivation. 

Now, black soot nui-
sance has been added to the 
already saturated environ-
mental pollution that ex-
erts much pressure on the 
people apart from posing 
danger to their health. Just 
recently, news sources indi-
cated that the government 
of  Rivers state of  Nigeria, 
as led by the governor, 
Chief  Nyesom Wike, had 
identified nineteen suspect-
ed illegal refinery kingpins 
in the state and declared 
them wanted; he had gone 
ahead to threaten the arrest 
and prosecute those who 
engage in street-trading 

Black soot nuisance 
in Rivers State

too, and hawking of  for-
eign exchange/currencies 
at some points in Port Har-
court city.

The governor had also 
asked other person who 
were involved in illegal oil 
refining business but yet 
unidentified or arrested to 
surrender voluntarily; as 
such unidentified group 
and persons must face jus-
tice when caught; as they 
had been responsible for 
the illegal refining of  crude 
oil that had been giving rise 
to the dangerous black soot 
in nuisance in the state. 

Yes, those who reside in 
any part of  Rivers state can 
acquiesce totally that black 
soot nuisance has been the 
major public health con-
cern they face. Cars and 
vehicles parked anywhere 
in Port Harcourt metropo-
lis and adjourning suburbs 
soon turn to black in col-
our within days; just touch 
the body of  such car, black 
soot will fill your palm im-
mediately! Vegetables and 
fruit-trees planted within 
any environment are so 
covered by soot that their 
natural colour of  green 
turns black-green, ditto 
plantains and bananas. 
Every other farm plant is 
similarly affected. 

In the house, items of 
clothing are not spared; 
they turn to black within 
days wherever you hang 
them! The louver win-
dow-blades are always 
blackened by soot parti-
cles that the need to clean 
them every day becomes 
momentous and life-sav-
ing. The worst affected are 
the white fabric materials. 
Today in Port Harcourt, 
white clothing materials 
can never remain white 
in the real sense of  the 
word! Dry-cleaners now 
charge three times higher 
to wash white materials or 
dry-clean them. Curtains 
change colour within days 
of  washing them as they 
hang on the doors and 
windows. 

Within weeks of  my 
relocation from Umuahia 
to Port Harcourt six years 
ago, the hitherto fine-look-
ing, well-made uphol-
stery set of  chairs we had 
brought along turned into 
black, literally, that a rela-
tion of  mine who was used 
to the yellowish colour of 
the chairs and who had vis-
ited us in 2016 December 
had asked whether we had 
changed our set of  chairs; 
and  when he understood 
that the change in colour 

was brought about by the 
particles of  black soot from 
illegal refining activities in 
nearby towns in the state, 
he was so flabbergasted 
that he was worried about 
the possible health hazards 
and effects of  the soot on 
our individual health! His 
fears were real.

As someone who had 
trained in public health 
and had practised same 
for more than thirty years, 
I understand the implica-
tions of  the current soot 
nuisance in Rivers state 
on public health. The 
health dangers are many, 
and some of  these dangers 
may manifest in the years 
ahead while some are hap-
pening now. According to 
a reliable source, a lecturer 
at the University of  Port 
Harcourt had, just recent-
ly, lamented that the soot 
particles are responsible 
for the high rate of  nasal, 
bronchial and thoracic 
ailments prevalent in Port 
Harcourt metropolis and 
adjourning towns today 
that mostly affect children 
and young people, and 
which go ahead to force 
their hospitalisation. The 
man had also highlighted 
the effects on soot particles 
on lungs and other internal 
organs of  the body.

The lecturer had gone 
ahead to indicate that ex-
cessive inhalation of  the 
soot particles was capable 
of  resulting in other health 
conditions that could affect 
many people in future; he 
even indicated that many 
men would not be able to 
impregnate their wives and 
mistresses in the future as 
the toxins the soot particles 
produce in the body were 
capable of  affecting men’s 
reproductive organs and 

affect them negatively in 
this regard! That revelation 
was really a disturbing, 
precarious and dangerous 
situation for the people of 
Rivers State and all other 
residents of  the state. 

Recently, a neighbour 
reported that one of  his 
children usually spit out 
black phlegm and mucus 
substances each time she 
coughed and wanted to 
clean her mouth and buc-
cal cavity in the morning, 
just as the same was the sit-
uation each time she blew 
her nose in the morning. 
Black soot particles are re-
ally ravaging Port Harcourt 
and environs, and the need 
to control the situation is 
now dire and momentous.

That is why the recent 
moves by the Rivers state 
government to clamp 
down on illegal crude oil 
refining operators in the 
state was a most welcome 
development as it would 
save the health of  the peo-
ple immensely. Every ef-
fort should be made to 
ensure that the air people 
breathe in to sustain their 
life must not be contami-
nated through the activities 
of  those who want quick 
money through engage-
ment in bunkering and il-
legal crude oil-refinery 
activities. It is the right of 
the people of  Rivers state 
and other residents alike to 
breathe in fresh, God-given 
air that sustains their life.

Yes, we commend Gov 
Wike for his efforts in 
fighting illegal crude oil re-
fining activities in his state. 
Nothing could be better 
than this as the health of 
the people is involved.  He 
should sustain the fight 
and win it in the interest of 
public health.
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From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Special report 

The Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) on Monday 
said that the threat by the 
Coalition of  Northern 
Groups (CNG) to boycott 
Igbo businesses over the ban 
it placed on Fulani cows 
has further exposed what it 
termed terrible plans against 
Ndigbo.

IPOB warned that the 
threat issued by the Fulani 
controlled CNG against 
Igbos businesses in Northern 
Nigeria will never be taken 
lightly, stressing that days are 
gone when such threats are 
allowed to go down without 
reactions. 

Comrade Emma 
Powerful, IPOB spokesman 
said that it is an eye-opener to 
all Nigerians how CNG has 
called for the boycott of  all 
Igbo products in the North as 
a retaliation for the proposed 
ban on cow meat in Biafra 
land with effect from April 
2022.

He explained that IPOB 
did not ban cow meats, 
but only made moves to 
prohibit those cows that were 
destroying the farms of  its 
people and those herdsmen 
raping Biafran mothers, wives 
and sisters in the farms.

Powerful said that Biafrans 
can go ahead and eat even 
foreign cows, homemade 
cows, but not the ones that 
can bring Fulani terrorists in 
Biafran territories to steal, kill 
and destroy.

He said that CNG’s recent 
threat has further confirmed 
the belief  that the atrocities 
of  Fulani “killer and rapists 
herdsmen” in Biafra and other 
parts of  Nigeria is a common 
agenda of  the Fulanis against 
all ethnic groups in Nigeria.

He said, “We are doing 
this so that we can have peace 
in our communities, the real 
sponsors of  the ongoing 

...Declares Fulani cows as defiled, unclean, spiritually unacceptable 

...Blasts CNG on silence over activities of  Hisbah police

genocide and numerous 
deaths in our land have 
surfaced.”

Powerful however said that 
IPOB is ready and waiting for 
the Fulani controlled CNG to 
carry out their threat against 
Igbo traders and business 
interests in the North come 
April 2022 when the ban will 
take effect. 

He said, “They should 
remember and understand 
that the era of  intimidation 
of  Igbo people in Nigeria has 
gone. 

“Nobody has the 
monopoly of  anything 
anymore against our people 
if  they do they will regret 
their actions because days 
have gone for that.”

Powerful further alleged 
that the cows Fulani 
herdsmen bring to the Eastern 
region are defiled and we will 
never again be allowed to be 
used for any ceremony, be it 
burial, marriage, chieftaincy 
title or festivals.

According to him, 
“Evidence abounds of  
viral videos where these 

animalistic elements have 
illicit and abominable sex 
with cows. 

“Such is a taboo and an 
abomination in our land 
and remained sacrilege in 
our culture and traditions. 
Our God abhors it and our 
land does not tolerate such 
evil.  “Never again shall we 
allow Biafra land to become 
a dumping ground for defiled 
cows.”

He said that the CNG 
should have first questioned 
Fulani herdsmen on why 
they allegedly have sex with 
cows, film such abominable 
acts by themselves and post 
the video to the world. 

“What is the reason for 
such beastly behaviour? Who 
do they want to hypnotise? 
Why is it that the CNG never 
cautioned their people to stop 
sleeping with cows and sell 
the defiled animals for people 
to eat?

He added that the claim 
by CNG and Arewa Youth 
groups that IPOB has declared 
war against the North is 
baseless and cannot fly.

Powerful said that IPOB 
is wise and knowledgeable 
enough to know what it 
means to declare war and has 
decided to remain a peaceful 
movement as a perfect 
strategy for the actualization 
of  Biafra.

He said, “We are only 
trying to safeguard Biafra 
land against further attacks 
and pollution by Fulani 
herdsmen. 

“Nobody should 
misconstrue our honest 
actions. Since the Federal 
Government and the 
compromised security 
agencies have failed to protect 
our communities against 
incessant attacks by Fulani 
herdsmen.

“These so-called herdsmen 
are using their cows as an 
excuse to invade our land, 
we want to severe everything 
about cows so we can have 
our peace. 

“We must not eat cow meat 
again that comes from Fulani 
people. Let them export their 
cow meat to other countries 
in West Africa and other 

African countries.”
He said that everyone 

is aware of  how the Sharia 
Police (Hishba), has been 
destroying many businesses 
in the North, especially 
alcohol and hotels majority 
of  which are owned by Igbo 
businessmen.

According to him, “The 
hell has never been let 
loose in retaliation for what 
Hisbah police has been 
doing and these heartless 
beasts in human forms are 
still collecting VAT from 
alcohol and hotels Nigeria 
government did not say 
anything about that. 

“What is more than a 
declaration of  war by the 
Fulani than that? Has the 
Federal Government or any 
Northern State Government 
at any time said anything 
against this barbarity of  
Hisbah police? 

“How can CNG maintain 
criminal silence over such 
atrocity but cry foul and 
threaten Armageddon over 
simple ban on defiled cows 
that have been the excuse 
for unprovoked attacks 
and wanton destruction 
of  lives and property of  
innocent Biafrans by Fulani 
herdsmen.”

He charged the Eastern 
Nigeria people to be prepared 
for what is to come, adding 
that nobody should be taken 
unawares of  the antics of  
Fulani people in power.

Powerful said that IPOB is 
ready to enforce this ban on 
cow meat, as there are other 
alternatives to animal protein 
and charged Eastern Nigeria 
people to intensify efforts into 
a poultry farm, goat rearing 
and fish production without 
delay.

He warned that 
immediately the ban takes 
effect in April 2022,  nobody 
should dare violate the ban as 
doing so amounts to testing 
the will of  the people.”

Kanu Suleiman
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 From Chuma Austin, Enugu

News feature

Foundation lauds Buhari over 
tax on soft drinks, describes it 
as  a welcome development

“As we mentioned earlier, the social and 
economic costs of disease associated 
with high consumption of soft drinks, 
alcohol, tobacco and other harmful 

substances are very high. No responsible 
government would just watch its people 
and its economy collapse over the easy 

consumption of these products.

�

�

consumption of  SSBs and 
increase in the prevalence of 
diabetes, stroke, heart attacks, 
cancer and associated deaths, 
the estimated average per capita 
consumption of  soft drinks 
in Nigeria was approximately 
57.02 liters in 2021.

 “It was so because the 
price of  these products was 
affordable. An increase in 
the price will discourage high 
consumption and ultimately 
boost agriculture through an 
increased consumption of 
organic fruits and fruit juice.”

 “Available data shows that 
Nigeria currently suffers from 
a rising prevalence of  diabetes 

mellitus (DM), with about 
5.8% (about 6 million) of  adult 
Nigerians living with diabetes 
mellitus. In addition, it is 
estimated that the number of 
people suffering from glucose 
tolerance deficits will increase 
from 9.41 million in 2021 to 
11.98 million in 2030 and to 
18.79 million in 2045.

“Many children are 
currently living with type 2 
diabetes in Nigeria, largely 
due to the high intake of 
sugar-sweetened beverages. 
Regular consumption of  soft 
drinks has been established to 
cause abnormally high sugar 
consumption.

“Many studies have found 
that the recent rapid increase 
in early-onset colorectal cancer 
in adolescence and adulthood 
are largely attributed to the 
consumption of  soft drinks.

 “Consumption of  two 
or more of  these drinks per 
day exposes the consumer to 
double the risk of  colorectal 
cancer and other cancers before 
the age of  50 years. In 2020, 
there were more than 124,815 
new cancer cases in Nigeria, 
including more than 78,899 
related deaths.

“As we mentioned earlier, 
the social and economic costs 
of  disease associated with 
high consumption of  soft 
drinks, alcohol, tobacco and 
other harmful substances are 
very high. No responsible 
government would just watch 
its people and its economy 
collapse over the easy 
consumption of  these products.

“Related illnesses not only 
aggravate poverty and hunger 
in families, but also reduce 
the overall level of  national 
productivity. The amount 
accumulated in revenue for 
businesses and taxes for the 
government is not comparable 
to the economic and social 
costs to families and the 
government.”

 “According to the 
International Diabetes 
Federation (IDF), treating 
diabetes per person has gone 

from an average cost of 
N60,000 in 2011 to N300,000 
in 2021. This figure is also 
expected to exceed N500,000 
in 2030 and N1.0 million in 
2045. 

“In the same vein, the 
financial burden of  diabetic 
foot problem in terms of  direct 
costs of  treatment is above N2 
million. The government must 
make every effort to deter the 
high consumption of  these 
sugary and products harmful 
to health.

“According to IDF, diabetes-
related healthcare expenditures 
in Nigeria in 2021 were about 
N745 billion. This will increase 
to more than N1.07 trillion by 
2030 and N1.59 trillion by 2045. 

“The average treatment 
cost for a cancer patient is 
N30 million. In the same vein, 
a recent study revealed that 
tobacco companies contribute 
less than N100 billion to 
Nigeria’s GDP, while N526.4 
billion are spent annually 
to combat tobacco-related 
diseases. In addition, tobacco 
accounts for over 28,878 deaths 
per year in Nigeria.

“How much revenue does 
the country generate from 
manufacturers and distributors 
of  these products in relation 
to the associated economic, 
social and health costs on 
families and the government? 
Who even makes sure that the 
standards are met in producing 
these products? 

“Reducing the incidence 
and prevalence of  these diseases 
will improve the health of  the 
population and hence overall 
economic activity, hence the 
need for the Sin Tax.

“Universal health coverage, 
the basis for resilient health 
systems, requires increased 
health funding. Health 
financing, on the hand, is one 
of  the key building blocks 
of  a robust health system 
and heavily taxing unhealthy 
products, such as sugar 
sweetened beverages is an easy 
way to raise funds for health. 

“If  the revenue generated 
from taxing these products is 
well spent, the Sin tax would 
become a victory for Nigeria’s 
health system, the poor and 
vulnerable who are already 
living below the poverty line 
and the country at large. 

“The right to health is a 
fundamental right and the 
health of  the population is the 
most basic and essential asset 
of  the Country. It must take 
precedence over considerations 
for business profits at all times”

T
he Amaka Chiwuike-
Uba Foundation 
(ACUF) has lauded 

President Muhammadu 
Buhari on the introduction of 
a N10 per liter excise duty on 
soft drinks, describing it as a 
welcome development.

In a statement made 
available to news men in 
Enugu on Saturday, signed 
by the Board Chairman of 
ACUF, Dr. Chiwuike Uba, the 
Foundation said the partial 
introduction of  “Sin” Tax 
will not only lead to a drastic 
decline in the consumption 
of  potentially harmful goods 
(especially Sugar Sweetened 
Beverages (SSBs)), but an 
increase in government 
revenue and improvements in 
the population health.

The statement reads 
in parts:  “We commend 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and the National Assembly 
for taking the bold decision 
to save the country from the 
costs associated with high 
consumption of  such drinks in 
Nigeria. 

“Nigeria really needs 
a comprehensive Sin Tax 
legislation to cut consumption 
of  potentially health-
threatening products, increase 
revenues for health financing 
and/or improve the health of 
the population. 

“We are hopeful that the 
federal government will charge 
100% excise duties on sugar 
sweetened beverages, tobacco, 
alcohol and other potentially 
health-threatening products in 
Nigeria.

“The partial introduction 
of  Sin Tax will not only lead 
to a drastic decline in the 
consumption of  potentially 
harmful goods (especially Sugar 
Sweetened Beverages (SSBs), 
but an increase in government 
revenue and improvements in 
the population health.

“According to Statista, in 
2019, Nigeria was the seventh 
largest country with the highest 
consumption of  soft drinks 
in the world, with more than 
49 servings of  8 ounces per 
capita per year. By the way, the 
market is projected to grow by 
17.12% per year between 2021 
and 2026. Currently, more 
than 100 soft drink brands are 
made or bottled in Nigeria 
from about 15 bottling or drink 
manufacturers.

“Despite the established 
direct relationship between 

Buhari
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From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

R
esidents of  Amaeze 
in Ishiagu commu-
nity, Ivo Local Gov-

ernment Area of  Ebonyi 
State have been thrown 
into a state of  panic and 
uneasiness following the 
death of  three youths in 
the area.

The victims according to 
community source were al-
legedly attacked and killed 
around the boundary be-
tween Amaeze in Ishiagu, 
Ivo local government area 
and Lokpa in Abia state.

 The three youths, name-
ly; Tony Orji, Ngwuoke 
and James Uka were in 
their late 30s. Two of  them 
from  Amaeze and one 
from Ihietutu met their 
untimely death on Sunday 
evening while returning 
from where they went to 
negotiate for fish business 
usually gotten from an 
abandoned mining pit left 
by Yitta. 

Another source Mr. 
Monday Okorie, chair-
man of  Amaeze Commu-
nity Development Union 
confirmed the incident 
to newsmen in Abakiliki.

 Okorie said women who 
went to the farm and dis-
covered the bodies of  the 
deceased broke the news 
about the gruesome mur-
der of  the indigenes.

He further said that in-
formation about the inci-
dent is still sketchy, noting 
that the matter had been 
reported to the police for 
investigation.

Okorie said that two of  
the deceased were from 
Amaeze while the third 
victim was an indigene of  
Ihietutu community resi-
dent in Amaeze.

“I was alerted by some 
community women who 

were going to their farms 
early this morning about 
the discovery of  three bod-
ies at farmland at the bor-
der between our communi-
ty and Lokpa community 
in Abia State.

“I immediately made 
contact with the Ivo Divi-
sion of  the Nigeria Police 
and also mobilised our 
youths who went with the 
police and recovered the 
bodies.

“We cannot, for now, 
ascertain the real cause, 
motive or those behind the 
killing of  these our vibrant 
youths. “And the sudden 
death of  these three youths 
has caused fear and panic 
in this community.

“We shall do everything 
possible within the ambit 
of  the law to unveil the ac-
tors,” he said.

Efforts to reach the 
PPRO, Ebonyi State Police 

Command DSP Loveth 
Odah to comment proved 
abortive as she could not 
pick her call as at the time 
of  filling this report.

But a top police officer 
serving at the Ivo Division 
of  the Nigeria Police, who 
doesn’t want his name on 
print, confirmed the inci-
dent. “We got a distress 
call from the chairman of  
Amaeze community about 
the discovery of  three fresh 
dead bodies at farmland at 
a border between Amaeze 
and Lokpa community.

“The Divisional Police 
Officer mobilised officers 
to the scene of  the crime 
and recovered the three 
bodies which have been 
deposited at a morgue in 
Ishiagu,” the source said.

Meanwhile, the member 
representing Ohaozara, 
Ivo, Onicha Federal Con-
stituency, Hon. Livinus 

Makwe has frowned at 
what he described as in-
human, barbaric, uncouth 
and devastating act of  
killing of  three energetic 
youths of  Amaeze Ishiagu 
in Ivo LGA Ebonyi State.

Makwe in a statement 
released by his media of-
fice in Abakaliki decried 
the rising security failures 
in Ohanivo and called on 
both federal and state gov-
ernments to unravel the 
miscreants that perpetrat-
ed such heinous act.

He further described the 
news as unheard of, how 
three energetic youths 
will leave their respective 
homes only to be killed 
with countless matchet 
cuts that left them all dead. 
He extends his heartfelt 
condolences to the be-
reaved families and the 
good people of  Ohanivo.

From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he wife of  Senator Mi-
cheal Ama Nnachi, 
the Senator represent-

ing Ebonyi South Senatorial 
District, Mrs. Clara Ijeoma 
Nnachi, has donated tricy-
cles and the sum of  N4m 
naira to women leaders of 
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) and other women 
leaders in all the wards in 
Ebonyi South Senatorial dis-
trict.

Other items donated to 
the women were bags of 
rice and wrappers. Mr s. 
Nnachi made the donations 
when the women paid her a 
homage at the Senator’s res-
idence, Itim Edda, in Afikpo 
South Local Government 
Area of  the State in the spirit 

of  the yuletide.
Mrs. Nnachi, who said her 

gesture to the women, had 
the support of  her husband, 
noted that they had always 
wanted to interact and cel-
ebrate with Ebonyi South 
Women at all times.

According to her, the inter-
actions will be a continuous 
one knowing full well the 
role women play in elections. 

Addressing the women, 
Senator Nnachi, who as-
sured them of  more em-
powerment of  women in 
the new year, also promised 
to continue on the paths of 
development and quality 
representation of  his constit-
uents at the National Assem-
bly.

Meanwhile, in their sep-
arate speeches, the wom-

en leaders expressed their 
appreciations to Senator 
Nnachi and wife for their 
kind gestures and unani-
mously endorsed him for a 
second tenure.

The women group, 
said considering Senator 
Nnachi’s numerous achieve-
ments as a first timer in the 
National Assembly, they 
were convinced he would 
perform wonders if  given a 
second chance.

Some of  the women lead-
ers who spoke included, 
Hon Mrs. Patricia Anyim 
of  Ivo LGA; Hon. Mrs. Eze 
Ikpeghe Theresa of  Afik-
po North LGA; Hon. Mrs. 
Joyce Uzoma Okereke of 
Ohaozara; Mrs. Blessing 
Nwali of  Onicha LGA and 
Mrs Eku Abel of  Afikpo 
South LGA, among others.

Senator Nnachi’s wife donates tricycles,
cash to Ebonyi women

I
mo State Governor Hope 
Uzodimma is in pains 
over the sad news of  the 

passing of  former Head of 
State, Chief  Ernest Shone-
kan. 

Shonekan, Head of  Inter-
im National Government 
between August 26 and No-
vember 17, 1993, reportedly 
died on Monday in Lagos, 
aged 85.

Chief  Shonekan succeed-
ed former Military Presi-
dent, Gen. Ibrahim Babangi-
da and barely three months 
in office, was ousted in a pal-
ace coup by late Gen. Sani 
Abacha.

In a statement by Gov-
ernor Uzodimma’s Chief 
Press Secretary and Media 
Adviser, Oguwike Nwachu-
ku, the Governor said Chief 
Shonekan’s death was pain-
ful because in it, Nigeria has 
lost a patriot.

The Governor said Chief 
Shonekan was one of  the 
Nigerian statesmen and legal 
luminary who believed in the 
unity, progress and develop-
ment of  the country and ac-
tually worked hard in private 
and public sector for the reali-
sation of  that dream.

Uzodimma said Chief 

Shonekan’s legacy in United 
African Company (UAC) of 
Nigeria will always speak vol-
ume and that Nigerians will 
not forget in a hurry the rea-
son he founded the Nigerian 
Economic Summit Group in 
1994, an advocacy body and 
think tank for private sec-
tor-driven development of  the 
Nigerian economy.

He regretted that the coun-
try has lost Chief  Shonekan, 
a boardroom icon,  when 
his fatherly and statesmanly 
pieces of  advice were highly 
needed.

Governor Uzodimma spe-
cifically commiserated with 
the widow, Chief  Mrs. Mar-
garet Shonekan, the entire 
Shonekan family, his friends 
and the Government and 
people of  Ogun State over the 
loss.

The Governor, on behalf 
of  his family and the people 
of  Imo State, also condoled 
with President  Muhammadu 
Buhari and Nigerians over the 
passing of  Chief  Shonekan 
and prayed God Almighty to 
grant the soul of  the deceased 
a peaceful repose, and to 
those he left behind to mourn 
him, the fortitude to bear the 
irreparable loss.

Shonekan: Nigeria loses patriot
- Uzodimma

Victims of the deadly attack
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News Analysis

By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the power tussle 
that has existed between 
the Imo state chapter of  

the All progressive Congress 
(APC) since the administration 
of  the former governor of  Imo 
state, Senator Rochas Okoro-
cha that created two factions 
that produced two parallel lead-
ership of  the party, it seems to 
have become a tug of  war for 
the factions whose apex leaders 
are the executive governor of  
Imo state, Senator Hope Uzod-
inma and the former governor, 
Senator Rochas Okorocha re-
spectively.

It would be recalled that the 
battle emanated when the then 
governor of  Imo state, Okoro-
cha decided to install his Son 
in-law, Ugwumba Uche Nwosu 
to become the next governor of  
the state after the completion of  
his tenure, as the governor of  
the state.

This plot did not go down 
well with some persons, espe-
cially Imo citizens as well as for 
Hope Uzodinma who was nurs-
ing the ambition of  running for 
the governorship election under 
the same party.

This development brought 
a face-off  between the parties 
involved as Senator Okorocha 
was bent on producing the next 
governor of  the state being his 
son in-law.

Meanwhile Senator Hope 
Uzodinma, other aspirants and 

Again! APC factions in Imo trade 
words over authentic party chairman

News Echo 

  

  Wednesday 12 - Thursday 13  January, 2022 

                         

                   Page 13

Imo stakeholders under the 
Imerienwe Declaration that 
unequivocally condemned the 
actions and antics of  the Gov-
ernor Okorocha, particularly 
towards his third term by proxy 
antics were also determined not 
to allow Okorocha’s plan see 
the light of  the day.

This brought serious division 
in the party as it was reported 
that Senator Hope Uzodinma 
collapsed his political structure 
to form another APC under 
the leadership of  Nnamdi An-
yaehie as the party chairman, 
this paved way for his proposed 
governorship agenda, it later 
transcended to prince Marcelli-
nus Nlemigbo who became the 
party chairman until the party 
conducted a state congress that 
produced Hon. MacDonald 
Ebere as the party chairman till 
date.

The APC  leadership in the 
state has been enmeshed with 
crisis since Senator Okorocha 
installed Dan Nwafor as the 
factional APC chairman in or-
der for his plans to come to fru-
ition.

Consequently, there was the 
need for who controls the party 
structure from the state to the 
ward levels.

The emergence of  two leaders 
of  the party has since witnessed 
series of  litigations by both par-
ties against each order in their 
strive for supremacy as to which 
faction will be recognised at the 
National level of  the party.

From all indications, the fac-
tions have proof  of  court judg-
ments ruled in their favour, 
claiming to have won.

Recently, the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Imo State chap-
ter has called on Senator Rochas 
Okorocha, a former governor of  
Imo State, to consider the op-
tion of  resigning  as the senator 
representing Imo West having 
shown what it termed;  “unpar-
donable incompetence”.

The party hinged its call for 
Okorocha’s resignation on what 
it described as poor and dismal 
performance in the senate.

The state chairman of  APC, 
Hon  Macdonald Ebere, stated 
this in a statement signed by Ca-
jetan Duke, the publicity secre-
tary of  the party in the state.

“Imo people have had enough 
of  Okorocha and his family, 
who they consider as unfit to 
occupy any public office in Ni-
geria anymore given their poor 
and dismal performance in the 
state.

This did not go down well with 
the Dan Nwafor led APC as he 
disclosed in a press statement 
signed by the Acting public sec-
retary Micheal Anyanwu, main-
tained that the only authentic 
and recognised party is the one 
led by Dan Nwafor which has 
Okorocha as its leader 

He was quoted as asking how 
can an imposter and people who 
did not know when and how a 
party was founded claim owner-
ship and ask the founder to re-

sign. “It’s insulting for one im-
postor called Cajetan to call for 
the resignation of  Okorocha’’.

“ The only authentic and sure-
ly elected executives of  Imo 
state APC is the one led by Hon. 
Dan Nwafor, the judgement de-
livered by several courts in our 
favour has ratified the fact and 
ruled that not even the NEC of  
our party can dissolve the Dan 
Nwafor led Executive in Imo’’

It further directs the publicity 
secretary to retract his statement 
and render a public apology to 
Senator Okorocha, the leader of  
the party.

In the same vein, the Macdon-
ald led APC has warned Nwa-
for from parading himself  as the 
party chairman as they alleged 
that he is not a member of APC 
after his failure to revalidate his 
membership during the recent 
revalidation and registration ex-
ercise carried out by the party.

It further disclosed that Nwa-
for does not have any locus 
standi to claim leadership of  the 
party after his drift to Action 
Alliance (AA) with his Master 
Uche Nwosu to contest election  
after his failure to secure the 
APC governorship ticket.

However, the state Commis-
sioner for Information and Strat-
egy, Chief  Declan Emelumba 
has said that anybody claiming 
to be the chairman of  a faction 
of  APC in Imo state is an im-
postor risking an arrest by secu-
rity agencies.

“It is a well known fact that 

the national leadership of  APC 
recently dissolved state exec-
utive committees and in their 
place set up caretaker commit-
tees. The chairman of  that care-
taker committee in Imo State is 
Chief  Marcelenius Nlemigbo” 
he said. The commissioner de-
scribed as sheer mischief  and 
affront on  the national leader -
ship of  APC for anyone to claim 
otherwise.

Said he, ” If  the man they 
quoted in the media is talking 
of  being a factional chairman of  
Action Alliance or that of  a yet 
to be formed party, it would be 
understandable. But for him to 
lay any claim to a non-existent 
chairmanship of  APC in Imo 
state is the height of  self-delu-
sion,  irresponsibility and im -
personation. This level of  im-
personation should attract the 
attention of  security agencies”

Chief  Emelumba noted that 
since Gov Hope Uzodinma 
came on board, he has united 
all genuine APC members into 
a formidable family.

Okorocha and Gov. Uzodimma



Stairs stand on a tarmac next to a Delta Air Lines plane at Pittsburgh International Airport in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

U.N starts talks in Sudan to resolve post-coup crisis

FOREIGN News

C
hina has ordered the 
cancellation of  more than 
two dozen scheduled 
flights from the United 

States in recent weeks after 
numerous passengers tested positive 
for COVID-19 after arriving in 
China.

China’s aviation regulator has 
mandated the cancellations of 
eight total scheduled U.S. passenger 
airline flights for Shanghai under its 
COVID-19 pandemic rules: four by 
United Airlines and two each from 
Delta Air Lines and American 
Airlines.

Delta said it canceled Detroit to 
Shanghai flights last Friday and 
Jan. 14 due to the Chinese rule 
requiring “all affected carriers”, 
whose passengers test positive for 
COVID-19, “to cancel inbound 
service on certain China flights.”

The Civil Aviation 
Administration of  China (CAAC) 
has also canceled at least 22 other 
U.S. bound flights operated by 
Chinese carriers since December 
after positive COVID-19 tests, 
including eight by China Southern 
Airlines Co.

The United States is facing a 
surge in infections caused by the 
highly contagious Omicron variant 
and on Monday had 132,646 
people hospitalized with COVID, 
surpassing the record of  132,051 
set in January 2021. The seven-day 
average for new cases has doubled 
in the last 10 days to 704,000.

United said it had been forced to 
cancel flights from San Francisco 
to Shanghai scheduled for Jan. 15, 
19, 22 and 26. The Chicago-based 
carrier flies from San Francisco to 
Shanghai four times weekly.

The U.S. Transportation 
Department (USDOT) did not 

immediately comment late Monday.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, 

China and the United States have 
sparred over air services.

In August, USDOT limited four 
flights from Chinese carriers to 40% 
passenger capacity for four weeks 
after Beijing imposed identical limits 
on four United Airlines flights.

China told United in August 

China orders suspension of some U.S. 
flights after COVID-19 cases
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T
he United Nations said it 
was starting consultations in 
Sudan on Monday to try to 

salvage the country’s move to de-
mocracy after a military coup.

U.N. officials were contacting 
parties to look for a way forward, 
and the army had raised no objec-
tions to the initiative, U.N. special 
representative Volker Perthes told 
reporters. “We want to move quick-
ly,” he said.

The U.N. plan amounts to the 
only substantial effort at present to 
resolve the political crisis.

The military takeover in October 
wrecked a power-sharing arrange-
ment with civilian leaders that was 
meant to pave the way to elections 
after the overthrow of  leader Omar 
al-Bashir in 2019.

The coup also halted a West-
ern-backed opening up of  the econ-
omy after decades of  isolation and 
sanctions.

Protesters have regularly taken to 
the streets demanding civilian rule, 
and medics aligned with the protest 
movement say more than 60 people 
have died in clashes with security 

services.
“I do hope that these consulta-

tions can become something like a 
confidence-building measure and 
would help to at least reduce the vi-
olence,” Perthes said.

Protest groups and the political 
parties ousted by the coup have so 
far refused to negotiate directly with 
the military.

So the United Nations would 
start by approaching groups indi-
vidually, in the hope of  moving 
onto to a second phase of  direct or 
indirect negotiations, Perthes said.

The first sessions on Monday af-
ternoon would involve civil society 
groups. “We will have every day a 
mix of  stakeholders we are talking 
to,” he said.

U.N. officials have asked the 
groups to present their visions for a 
way forward, with the aim of  pro-
ducing a consensus on points of 
agreement and disagreement at the 
conclusion of  talks.

Perthes said that only Bashir’s for-
mer ruling party and the Sudanese 
Communist Party had rejected the 
initiative outright, while the mili-

it was imposing curbs on some 
flights after it alleged five passengers 
who traveled from San Francisco 
to Shanghai tested positive for 
COVID-19 on July 21.

USDOT said in August that 
China’s policy “places undue 
culpability on carriers with respect 
to travelers that test positive for 
COVID-19 after their arrival in 

China.”
The department said carriers 

“have no means to independently 
verify positive test results alleged by 
Chinese authorities.”

A long-standing U.S.-China air 
agreement allows the countries 
to operate over 100 weekly flights 
between the two nations but only 
a fraction of  those are currently 

operating.
Former U.S. President Donald 

Trump in January 2020 barred nearly 
all non-U.S. citizens who had been in 
China within the last 14 days from 
traveling to the United States.

President Joe Biden in November 
lifted the Chinese travel restrictions 
for fully vaccinated foreign air 
travelers. 

tary had not objected to the process.
He said it would be tricky to set a 

timeframe for concluding talks and 
starting negotiations and that if  one 
or two more weeks were needed, 
hard deadlines would not be im-
posed. “Time is precious, we know 
that. There’s a lot of  pressure on the 
situation in Sudan and on us.”

Unless a new course for the tran-

sition and a path to credible elec-
tions is found, Sudan’s economic 
plight could worsen and instability 
could spread inside and outside its 
borders, analysts and diplomats say.

Perthes told Reuters he would 
find ways to make use of  offers of 
support from international players 
including the United States and 
Saudi Arabia, both key donors, 

and that others including European 
states and Kenya had also offered 
backing.

“The U.S., the Saudis, and a 
couple of  others are very heavily 
involved, they helped in developing 
some ideas,” he said.

More mass protests against the 
military are planned, with another 
round expected on Wednesday.

(Reporting by Nafisa Eltahir; 
Writing by Aidan Lewis; Editing 
by Mark Heinrich and Andrew 
Heavens)  

A 
man suspected of  starting a 
devastating fire that gutted 
South Africa’s parliament 

made his second appearance in 
court on Tuesday.

The blaze broke out in the Cape 
Town complex before dawn on Jan-
uary 2, spreading to the National 
Assembly, the roof  of  which col-
lapsed.

Zandile Christmas Mafe, 49, was 
arrested around the complex the 
same day and made his first brief 
court appearance three days later.

He initially faced charges of 
breaking into parliament, arson and 
intention to steal property, including 

laptops, crockery  and documents. 
Since his arrest, debate has raged 

in South Africa over whether Mafe, 
described in the local media as 
homeless, was responsible for set-
ting the building on fire.

Ahead of  the hearing on Tues-
day, a group of  around 30 people, 
picketed outside the Cape Town 
magistrate court demanding Mafe 
be freed, brandishing handwritten 
signs such as “Free Mafe”, “He is 
innocent” and “He is not guilty”.

One homeless person recounted 
the events of  the night the fire start-
ed. He was sleeping on a street near 
the parliament complex and heard a 

Suspect in S.African parliament fires back in court
sound like a car collision. He later 
suspected that was the break-in be-
fore the fire started. 

A preliminary report by the city 
of  Cape Town last week said the fire 
detection system appeared “faulty”, 
and that “sprinklers did not acti-
vate” and that they were last ser-
viced in 2017, missing a February 
2020 scheduled service.

It took scores of  fire fighters 
more than two days to extinguish 
the blaze which tore through the 
wood-panelled assembly chamber 
where parliamentary debates are 
held.



ormer Abia State FGovernor, Orji Uzor 
Kalu on Tuesday 

asked a Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja to compel 
the Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n  
( E F C C )  t o  r e m o v e  
restrictions placed on his 
company's N7.1 billion bank 

he Cross River State TCommissioner of  
P o l i c e ,  A m i n u 

Alhassan, has warned that 
he will arrest teenagers on 
m o t o r c y c l e s  w h o 
reportedly storm Atimbo, a 
suburb of  Calabar, from 
nearby Akpabuyo Local 
Government Area of  the 
s t a t e  e ve r y  e ve n i n g , 
wreaking havoc.

Alhassan was a guest 
of  Sparkling FM on a 
morning show, We Talk 
Nigeria.

M a n y  c a l l e r s  h a d 
drawn the attention of  the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  t h e 
activities of  the teenagers.

They reported that the 
teenagers would arrive 
Atimbo community on 
motorcycles from 7 pm, 
sometimes with arms and 
would unleash mayhem on 
the neighbourhood.

He commended the 
callers for the information 
and assured them that he 
will step into the reported 
case promptly with a view 
to arresting the situation.

“They should know 
that riding commercial 
motorcycles in Calabar 
especia l ly  in  the  la te 
evening is unlawful.

“I will direct my men 
to step in. First, I give them 
one week to desist from the 
c r i m e  t h e y  a r e 
perpetuating. During this 
one  week,  those  that 
patronise them are to 
equally desist otherwise 
sweeping arrest will be 
done soon,” he said.

“We are also going to 
impound such motorbikes. 
I discourage people from 
riding on motorcycles 
whether commercial or not 
especially in the evening.”

The commissioner 
also cautioned retired 
policemen reported to be 
blocking efforts to establish 
v i g i l a n t e s  i n  l o c a l 
communities as a way of  
helping to curb crimes.

He encouraged local 

communities facing such 
challenges to visit him and 
disclose the identities of  
such retired personnel.

H e  u s e d  t h e 
opportunity to disclose that 
in his five months in office, 
his command has been able 
t o  s t e m  t h e  t i d e  o f  
kidnappings in parts of  the 
state.

“Our spontaneous 
efforts in conjunction with 
sister security agencies 
h a v e  t r e m e n d o u s l y 
reduced kidnapping to the 
barest minimum.

“People are no longer 
afraid of  kidnappings. I am 

h e  p o l i c e  h av e Tarrested a 36-year-
o l d  s u s p e c t e d 

kidnapper, Osagie Felix, as 
two others escaped along 
Ibori  road in Oghara, 
E t h i o p e - We s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Delta 
State.

T h e  p o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered one cut-to-size 
double-barrel pistol, six live 
cartridges and the sum of  
N410,000, which was part 
of  the N500,000 ransom, 
double-barrel pistol, ten live 
cartridges and a laptop 
from the suspect.

The kidnap suspect was 
one of  those who abducted 
a cleric with a black Lexus 
RX330 SUV with Reg no 
KWL 510 BH in Ologbo in 
Edo State.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 
M u h a m m e d  A l i , 
confirmed the report in a 
statement signed by the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, DSP Bright Edafe.

The police image maker 
said, “The DPO Oghara 
Division detailed and led 
operatives to the area where 
the said vehicle was sighted.

“Upon sighting the 
Vehicle, the Operatives laid 
ambush and waited for the 
suspects to show up.

“ T h r e e  m e n  l a t e r 

appeared to pick the vehicle 
and the Operatives rounded 
them up, but two of  the 
suspects escaped while one 
of  them named Osagie 
Felix 'm' age 36yrs of  H & H 
Ologbo in Edo State was 
arrested.

“Upon interrogation, 
the suspect confessed to 
being a member of  the 

The Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence 
Corps, Ekiti State 

Command, has arrested a 
s a l e s  b o y ,  T o b i l o b a 
Olayinka, for al legedly 
plotting to kidnap his boss in 
a bid to extort N1.5m from 
him. 

T h e  N S C D C 

Commandant in Ekiti State, 
Mr John Fayemi, said the 
suspect wrote a letter with a 
fictitious identity to his boss 
in Ado Ekiti in December, 
threatening to kidnap him if  
he failed to deposit N1.5m 
into a bank account. 

Fayemi, who spoke while 
parading Olayinka alongside 

two other suspects arrested 
by the command for different 

crimes in the New 
Year, said the 21-
y e a r - o l d  w a s 
arrested by men of  
t h e  c o u n t e r -
terrorism squad for 
t h r e a t e n i n g  t o 
k i d n a p  h i s 
employer. 

He said, “Upon 
d i s c r e e t 
investigation, the 
suspect was arrested 
on January 8, 2022. 
The suspect was a 
sales boy of  the 
v i c t i m ,  b u t  h e 

cooked up a letter using a 
strange name and account 
number and demanded a 
sum of  N1.5m or else his 
e m p l o y e r  w o u l d  b e 
kidnapped.

“ B u t  f o r  t h e  q u i c k 
response of  my men, he was 
botched after a discreet 

o p e r a t i o n .  H e  u s e d  a 
fictitious name, account and 
telephone number with the 
intention to defraud his 
employer. We tracked the 
phone number and he was 
ar res ted.  He would  be 
c h a r g e d  t o  c o u r t  o n 
completion of  ongoing 
investigation.” 

Olayinka, an indigene of  
Osun State, said what he did 
was only an attempt to raise 
money for Christmas from 
his boss.

He said, “I did not mean 
to kidnap him. I thought the 
threat would give me money. 
My intention was only to 
collect money to celebrate 
Christmas. That was why I 
wrote the letter threatening 
to kidnap my boss. I later 
sent the account where the 
N1.5m would be paid. The 
money was not paid before I 
was arrested.” 

kidnapping syndicate that 
kidnapped the Benin-based 
pastor.

“He led the operatives 
to freedom view hotel in 
Oghareki where they were 
hibernating.

“Upon arrival at the 
hotel, the owner of  the 
hotel aided the escape of  
the other two suspects and 

ran away.
“The suspect Osagie 

Felix led operatives to his 
room in the Hotel and upon 
search, one cut to size 
double barrel pistol, six live 
cartridges and the sum of
N410,000 which was part 
of  the N500,000 ransom 
was recovered.”

Accord ing  to  h im, 

“Suspect  a l so  led  the 
operatives to another room 
where another  double 
bar re l  p is to l ,  ten  l ive 
cartridges and a laptop were 
also recovered.

“The victim's vehicle 
was also recovered to the 
station. Serious manhunt 
for the fleeing suspects is 
ongoing.”

aware that the stream of  
visitors into the state, 
especially Calabar, as a 
result of  the prevalence of  
peace, has increased”, he 
said.

Alhassan, however, 
encouraged residents to 
f r e q u e n t ly  vo l u n t e e r 
information to the police, 
a n d  a l s o  r e p o r t  h i s 
supposed wrongdoings or 
those of  his personnel to 
appropriate quarters.

He assured that the 
force has organs now 
which promptly deal with 
such, including possible 
dismissal.

The former governor, 
through his lawyer, Ikoro N. 
Ikoro brought an application 
for the two reliefs predicated 
on the judgment of  Justice 
Inyang Ekwo of  the Federal 
High Court, delivered on 
September 29, 2021, which 
b a r r e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government from retrying 

account.
Kalu, who is a senator 

representing Abia North in 
the senate, is also seeking an 
order of  court striking out 
his name and that of  his 
company, Slok Nigeria Ltd, 
from the N7.1 billion fresh 
charge filed against him by 
the EFCC.

the former governor.
Kalu, who is the Chief  

Whip  o f  the  Sena te,  
submitted that having been 
freed, it behoves on him to 
apply to the court to formally 
strike out his name and Slok 
from the charge sheet.

However, the scheduled 
re-arraignment of  the former 
Commissioner of  Finance in 
Abia State, Jones Udeogu, 
whom the court had ordered 
his retrial as well as hearing 
of  all pending applications 
could not go on.

Slok's counsel, Chief  
Chris Uche SAN, and Kalu's 
lawyer had informed the 
court that the EFCC's 
counsel, Rotimi Jacob SAN, 
served his response to their 
application which they 
served on him since October 
2021, on Monday, January 
10, 2022.

Though, Ikoro and 
Uche expressed dismay over 
the way the EFCC lawyer 
decided to wait to serve his 
c o u n t e r - a f f i d av i t  o n  
Monday night, said they 
needed time to reply.

In view of  the reason, 
the trial judge, Justice Ekwo 
a d j o u r n e d  w i t h  t h e  

consensus of  parties to 
March 10, for hearing of  
Kalu and Slok's applications 
as well as EFCC's motion on 
notice seeking transfer of  the 
matter to Lagos.

Justice Ekwo had on 
September 29, 2021, stopped 
the Federal Government 
from retrying Orji Uzor 
Kalu, over alleged N7.1 
billion fraud.

Kalu  was  charged 
alongside his firm, Slok and 
Udeogu, and while the duo 
was convicted and sentenced 
for 12 years, the company 
was wound up.

It was the opinion of  the 
court that since Kalu was not 
mentioned in the judgment 
of  the Supreme Court, 
which had nullified his 
conviction and sentencing 
and ordered a retrial, the 
judgment did not apply to 
him.

The judge also reasoned 
that it was only the former 
Commissioner of  Finance in 
Abia Government House, 
Jones Udeogu, that could be 
re-tried as only his name was 
mentioned in the Supreme 
Court judgment.
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Kalu in fresh battle with EFCC over
frozen N7.1bn family bank account

Cross Rivers CP vows to arrest
teen bikers allegedly wreaking havoc 

Police arrest kidnap suspect in Delta, two others escape

Sales boy threatens boss with kidnap,
demands N1.5m
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n February 5, last 

Oyear, the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria 

(CBN) ordered financial 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  s t o p  
f a c i l i t a t i n g  c r y p t o  
transactions and desist 
from transacting with 
entities engaging in crypto. 
Despite the CBN's order, 
which has been voided by a 
court ruling, no official 
pronouncement has been 
made, but trade in crypto 
continues to flourish. 
L U C A S  A J A N A K U  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  5 G  
technology in Nigeria will 
further deepen the global 
trade in the country.

Ostensibly as official 
reaction to the booming 
trade in crypto, the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) 
first clamped down on 
traders and financial 
institutions that were 
facilitating the trade. It 
later launched its version it 
called e-Naira.

Crypto and eNaira are 
digital or virtual currencies 
and are mediums of  
exchange but are not 
regular money. While the 
former is not issued or 
backed by the Federal 
Government or any other 
government or central 
bank, the latter is.

a n k  l o a n s  t o Bgovernment have 
risen by 22.59 per 

cent, hitting N2.17tn as of  
the end of  September 
2 0 2 1  f r o m  N 1 . 7 7 t n 
recorded in December 
2020. 

T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
N400bn increase within 
the nine-month period. 

This was contained in 
the  Centra l  Bank of  
Nigeria report titled, 
'Deposit Money Bank's 
sectoral allocation of  
credit.' 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
figures, bank loans to the 
government rose from 
N1.88tn as of  the end of  
March 2021 to N2.03tn in 
June 2021, and N2.12tn in 
August 2021.

The repor t fur ther 
showed that the DMBs' 
total loans to the private 
sector stood at N22.8tn as 
of  September, 2021. 

The data also showed 
the amounts of  bank 
loans to other sectors such 
as industries, agriculture, 

mining and quarrying, 
manufacturing, oil and 
gas, power and energy. 
Others sectors include 
construction, trade and 
general commerce. 

The CBN figures also 
revealed bank loans to real 
estate sector, finance, 
insurance and capital 
market. 

Others sectors include 
education, oil and gas, 
p o w e r  a n d  e n e r g y, 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d 
storage and other general 
businesses. 

The Governor, Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, Godwin 
Emefiele, had said the 
banking sector would 
increase access to finance 
and credit for households 
in 2022.

“The policy focus of  
the bank for 2022 is with a 
p l e d g e  t o  s u s t a i n 
i m p r o ve d  a c c e s s  t o 
finance and credit for 
h o u s e h o l d s  a n d 
bus inesses,  mobi l i se 

i nve s t m e n t  t o  b o o s t 
domestic productivity, 
enable faster growth of  
non-oi l  expor ts,  and 
suppor t  employment 
generating activities,” he 
said. 

He noted that  the 
country had been able to 
contain some of  the 
effects of  the COVID-19 
p a n d e m i c  o n  t h e 
economy. 

He stressed the need 
for all stakeholders to join 
the apex bank to build a 
more resilient economy to 

better contain external 
shocks, support growth 
and  enhance  wea l th 
creation in key sectors of  
the economy. 

Emefiele said a major 
lesson from the COVID-
19 pandemic was that 
deliberate efforts must be 
made to diversify the 
economy base. 

Emef i e l e  sa id  the 
c o u n t r y  m u s t  d o 
everything possible to 
reduce the importation of  
goods into the country.

financial institutions, and 
world leaders. Therefore, 
cr ypto is  cont inual ly  
increasing its footprint and 
becoming “further woven 
into the global economy,” 
Sonnenshein said.

As for his look into the 
future of  crypto, the CEO 
said he is focused on “the 
big picture,” listing five key 
trends to watch this year 

But in the years ahead, 
the crypto world will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
development, proliferation 
of  protocols, expansion of  
the metaverse, evolution of  
n o n - f u n g i b l e  t o k e n s  
( N F Ts ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
increased regulat ion,  
according to Michael 
Sonnenshein, CEO of  

m a j o r  d i g i t a l  a s s e t  
investment firm Grayscale.

In a letter to investors, 
the CEO took a moment to 
look back, stating that “it is 
remarkable where we are 
today compared to 12 
months ago”.

Crypto and Web3 are 
seeing increased attention 
and acceptance by the 
media, regulators, legacy 

and beyond.
The first is crypto 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
development. The digital 
economy requires the tools 
and services that facilitate 
access to and usage of  
crypto, which is why crypto 
infrastructure will continue 
to grow. This includes 
exchanges, wallets, and 
analytics software.

“A s  t h e  c r y p t o  
economy and existing 
financial markets become 
increasingly intertwined, 
these are likely to provide 
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
compell ing long-term 
investment opportunities,” 
he said.

During the year, more 
protocols than ever before 
will be witnessed.

The increase in the 
number of  different crypto 
protocols is “staggering, 
“and it is not slowing 
down, finds the CEO.

“Sorting through these 
protocols to separate the 
wheat from the chaff  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  
challenging, requiring deep 
knowledge of  both the 
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  
marketplace,” he added.

Expansion of  Web3 
and the metaverse will also 
play a significant impact in 
cr ypto  adopt ion and 
trading.

The Web2 experience 
i s  d e f i n e d  b y  l a r g e  
centralised corporations, 
with the users being the 
product and the means of  
r e ve n u e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  
Sonnenshein said. On the 
other hand, Web3, which, 
according to the CEO, 
includes the metaverse, 

shows opportunities for a 
digital future where the 
users control their data and 
digital footprint in all “the 
focal points of  societal 
engagement,” such as 
c o m m e r c e ,  g a m i n g ,  
entertainment, news, and 
social networks.  “Web3 
f l i p s  t h e  s c r i p t  a n d  
empowers users in a 
revolutionary way,” he 
added.

According to the CEO, 
the NFT's current iteration 
is limited, mostly to digital 
art – however, this will 
change as they continue to 
evolve through the years 
into “more sophisticated” 
use  cases.  This  wi l l  
especially be seen in areas 
such as  authentici ty,  
p r o v e n a n c e ,  a n d  
ownership, as well as across 
sectors, including fashion, 
music, gaming, real estate, 
and ticketing.

“The public discourse 
and momentum around 
NFTs demonstrates the 
material value of  digital 
verification.”

New regulation and 
policies are expected in this 
sphere of  digital human 
endeavor. Grayscale finds 
that increased regulation is 
b o t h  i n ev i t a b l e  a n d  
beneficial. Sonnenshein 
argues that we've never 
before seen regulators and 
policymakers engaged and 
articulate about the crypto 
ecosystem as they are now.

“This enables the 
conversation to shift to how 
these new technologies – 
when provided with the 
appropriate regulatory 
frameworks – can flourish, 
keeping crypto companies 
in the United States, and 
setting a global standard for 
crypto regulation.”

Going back to the 
CEO's comment on how 
far the industry came in just 
a year, he noted that it's 
easy to forget that 'we are 
still in the early days – and 
this is the most exciting part 
about crypto'.

Losing the sight of  this 
early age, Sonnenshein said 
“leads many to make 
p r e d i c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
premature or unfounded.” 
For instance, he said digital 
a s s e t s  a n d / o r  t h e  
metaverse will not replace 
the physical world or 
traditional asset classes – 
but will augment them, 
stating.

“While the path of  the 
d i g i t a l  e c o n o m y  i s  
relatively unknown, our 
reality is increasingly a 
fusion of  the analog and 
digital worlds,” he said.
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By Mathew Iduh

Former Nigeria 
president, Ernest 
Shonekan bows 
out at 85
E

rnest Adegunle 
Oladeinde Shonekan 
GCFR (9 May 1936 – 

11 January 2022). He was the 
son of  an Abeokuta-born civil 
servant and was one of  six 
children born into the family. 
Shonekan attended CMS 
Grammar School and Igbobi 
College here in Nigeria before 
proceeding to the University 
of  London, where he received 
a law degree and was called 
to the bar. Filled with the 
zeal to acquire more, he later 
attended Harvard Business. 

Ernest Adegunle 
Oladeinde Shonekan GCFR 
was a Nigerian lawyer and 
statesman who served as 
the interim Head of  State of  
Nigeria from 26 August 1993 
to 17 November 1993.

Shonekan was a British-
trained Nigerian lawyer, 
industrialist, politician and 
traditional chieftain. Prior to 
his political career, Shonekan 
joined the United Africa 
Company of  Nigeria in 1964, 
at the time a subsidiary of  
the United Africa Company 
played a prominent role in 
British colonization. He 
rose through the ranks in the 
company and was promoted 
as an assistant legal adviser. 
He later became a deputy 
adviser and joined the board 
of  directors at the age of  40. 
He was made chairman and 
managing director in 1980, 
and went on to cultivate a 
wide array of  international 
business and political 
connections. He also held 
senior management positions 
in various companies and was 
an Oloye of  the Yoruba people 
before he simultaneously 
assumed office on 2nd of  

January 1993, as head of  
transitional council and head 
of  government under Ibrahim 
Babangida.

At the time, the transitional 
council was designed to be 
the final phase leading to a 
scheduled hand over to an 
elected democratic leader of  
the Third Nigerian Republic 
but his appointment was 
poorly received by the press 
and the public as he was 
unable to correct the dire 
condition of  government 
finances which led most 
of  the Western powers to 
impose economic sanctions 
on Nigeria.

In August 1993, Babangida 
resigned from office, 
following the annulment of  
the 12 June elections after 
signing a decree establishing 
the Interim National 
Government led by Shonekan 
who was subsequently sworn-
in as head of  state. Shonekan 
appointed Moshood Abiola as 
his vice-president and General 
Sani Abacha as secretary of  
defence who had full control 
over the military. Under the 
ING the country suffered 
runaway inflation and saw 
strikes by workers in various 
sectors. Most foreign investors 
withdrew apart from oil 
companies. Shonekan made 
efforts to have government 
debt forgiven. He drew up 
a timetable for return to 
democracy and a withdrawal 
of  Nigeria’s contingent from 
the ECOMOG peacekeeping 
force in Liberia. He also 
launched an audit of  the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation, the largest oil 
company, and tried to restore 
civil liberties. Shonekan 
managed to remove laws 
that allowed arbitrary arrest 
and confiscation of  property, 

his government with the ING 
facing media campaigns 
against the delay in returning 
to democracy and the 
continued involvement of  
the military in politics. The 
government was opposed by 
pro-democracy activists, civil 
society organizations, labour 
unions and students.

The Lagos high court 
therefore nullified Shonekan’s 
appointment and called 
for Abiola to be sworn in 
as the elected candidate 
for the presidency having 
viewed Shonekan’s interim 
government as illegitimate as 

he released political prisoners 
detained by Babangida and 
introducing a bill to repeal 
three major draconian decrees 
of  the military government. 

On 17 November 1993 
Shonekan’s administration 
was overthrown in palace 
coup by General Sani Abacha 
who forcefully dismantled 
the remaining democratic 
institutions and brought 
the government back under 
military control on 17 
November 1993 and as the 
most senior military officer, 
he took over as head of  state.

In 1994, he founded the 

Nigerian Economic Summit 
Group an advocacy group 
and think-tank for private 
sector-led development of  
the Nigerian economy. Since 
then Shonekan went on to 
feature prominently as an 
elder statesman. He died on 
Tuesday January 11th 2022 
at the age of  85. At the time 
of  his death, he was the third 
oldest surviving Nigerian 
head of  state by age after 
Elizabeth II and Yakubu 
Gowon and still holds the 
record for the shortest serving 
President in Nigeria’s history

p r o m o t e d 
press freedom, 
obtained the 
release of  some 
political prisoners 
and made reforms 
to the corrupt 
public services 
and state-owned 
companies.

Shonekan was 
unable to control 
the political 
crisis which 
ensued following 
the election 
a n n u l m e n  t
few months 
into power, he 
also tried to 
schedule another 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election and 
a return to 
democratic rule, 
but no clear 
process was given 
for holding fresh 
elections while 
his government 
was hampered 
by a national 
workers’ strike 
which led to  a 
general political 
uncertainty under Shonekan 
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iyad Mahrez has Rb e e n  o n e  o f  
Manchester City's 

m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t 
performers in recent years 
and he is bound to be 
missed while away in 
Cameroon playing for his 
country Algeria.

To say that Riyad 
Mahrez has taken the long 
way round to cement 
himself  as one of  the best 
right-wingers in the world 
i s  p r o b a b l y  a n 
understatement.

After all, it was only 
just over eight years ago 
that he was applying his 
trade for Le Havre in the 
second tier of  French 
football.

But ever since sealing a 
move to Leicester City in 
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 4 ,  t h e 
Manchester City winger 
has been on an upward 
trajectory, so much so that 
his career is still on an 
upward spiral, even at the 
age of  almost 31, as he 
prepares to try and help 
Algeria defend their Africa 
Cup of  Nations (AFCON) 
crown, starting against 
S i e r r a  L e o n e  t h i s 
lunchtime.

Whilst Mahrez will be 
chasing glory with Algeria 
over the next four weeks, 
City will be nursing the 

blow of  losing one of  their 
m o s t  t a l e n t e d  a n d 
consisted performers. That 
is because the winger, who 
is out-of-contract at the 
Etihad Stadium at the end 
of  next season, has been in 
inspired form of  late, 
scoring four goals and 
grabbing three assists in his 
last four Premier League 
appearances.

Riyad Mahrez knows 
exactly what Man City 
e x p e c t  f r o m  h i m  i n 
A l g e r i a ' s  A F C O N .
Having found himself  in 
and out of  Pep Guardiola's 
preferred starting line-up 
in the opening weeks of  
the season, the former 
Leicester star, who joined 
City in the summer of  
2018, has, once again, 
cemented himself  as a key 
fixture in the Catalan's 
thinking.

As ever, armed with 
his wand of  a left-foot and 
silky trickery, the Algerian 
has been key in City's 
excellent run of  recent 
form, not just because of  
his goals and assists, but 
the energy and eye for a 
pass he brings to the side.

A  l o o k  b a c k  a t 
Mahrez's attacking output 
from the last few seasons 
t e l l s  y o u  j u s t  h o w 
important he is to what 

City have achieved. Last 
season, he scored 14 goals 
and claimed nine assists, in 
2019/20 he notched 13 
goals and grabbed 16 
assists and in 2018/19 he 
netted 12 goals and racked 
up 12 assists.

Although City and 
Guardiola are blessed with 
attacking talent, both 
through the middle and 
out wide, few are capable 
of  hitting such consistent 
figures as Mahrez has in 
recent years, with his form 
in recent weeks certainly 
highlighting that he is 
going to continue that 
trend this season, even 
though City are going to be 
unable to rely on his 
brilliance over the next few 
weeks.

However, Mahrez's 
temporary absence from 
the Etihad Stadium could 
be the ideal time to gauge 
just how important a figure 
he is in City's thinking. In 
h is  absence,  Raheem 
Sterling, Gabriel Jesus and 
Cole Palmer are likely to 
b e  a m o n g s t  t h o s e 
chomping at the bit to 
make the right-wing berth 
their own.

But there is something 
about Mahrez and his 
wand of  a left-foot that 
makes him stand out from 

the crowd. Although he 
can often be predictable, 
with it often the case that 
he looks to send over a 
cross via his left-boot or 
curl a left-footed effort 
towards goal, it is his 
quality to be able to do that 
that makes him so special 
and who he is.

uper Eagles captain 

SAhmed Musa said    
the on-going Africa 

C u p  o f  N a t i o n s  
Cameroon 2021 would be 
his last but remain hopeful  
of  participating at  the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar

The former Leicester 
City man has been a regular 
for the Super Eagles since 
his debut in September 
2010. The 29-year-old has 
featured in two World 
Cups, and he is currently 
Nigeria 's  highest goal 
scorer in the competition.

Also, this Nations Cup 
would be his third. Musa 

est Ham could 

Wb e  h a n d e d  a 
huge boost this 

month with defender Kurt 
Zouma we l l  ahead  o f  
schedule in his recovery 
from injury.

T h e  F r a n c e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  D av i d 
Moyes's big-money summer 
signing, has been out with a 
hamstring tendon injury 
since the Hammers' victory 
over his former club Chelsea 
in early December.

Zouma was initially 
expected to return at some 
point in February but now 
the Frenchman could be 
available for West Ham's 
trip to Manchester United 
o n  J a n u a r y  2 2 .  T h e 
Hammers face Norwich and 
Leeds in the Premier League 
before then.

The 27-year-old, who 
was back working in the 
gym at the club's Rush 
Green training ground just 
days after his injury, could 
have been available even 
earlier were it not for a 
positive test for coronavirus 

last week.
Moyes had already lost 

Ange lo  Ogbonna  to  a 
season-ending ACL injury 
shortly before Zouma was 
forced off  against London 
rivals Chelsea, meaning the 
Hammers  have had to 
operate with Craig Dawson 
and Issa Diop as a central 
p a i r i n g ,  w h i l e  A a r o n 
Cresswell has also been 
absent since November with 
a back injury.

West Ham have kept 
just one Premier League 
clean sheet since they lost 
Zouma, during the the 0-0 
d r a w  a t  B u r n l e y  i n 
December.

Injuries to his first-
choice central defenders 
have  forced  Moyes  to 
consider movement in the 
January transfer window to 
p r ov i d e  c ove r.  W h i l e 
Zouma's return may change 
those plans, senior figures at 
the London Stadium still 
feel investment is needed in 
order to maintain a push for 
the Premier League's top 
four and their progress in the 

Europa League and FA 
Cup.

Neither Dawson nor 
Diop have been overly 
convincing when paired 
together and, at 33, there is 
no telling what condition 
Ogbonna will return in 
w h e n  h e  i s  f i t  a g a i n , 
meaning Moyes will still 
consider adding a central 
defender this month, though 
the Scot can now be more 
patient in terms of  his 
targets.

was part of  the late Stephen 
Keshi's team that claimed 
gold in 2013 and was also 
par t  of  the team that 
finished in third place in 
2019.

This edition will be his 
first as captain of  the Super 
Eagles  as well as his finale 
as he claimed.

“I didn't say I will 
retire from international 
football after this AFCON, 
but this will be my last 
AFCON, and we still have 
the World Cup that I will 
go,” Musa said in the pre-
match conference  for 
Nigeria's first game.

Aside from Liverpool 
star Mohamed Salah, not 
many right-sided wingers 
have been as fruitful and 
productive as Mahrez in 
the Premier League over 
the last three years or so.

It is, therefore, clear 
why City ought to be 
looking to tie the Algerian 

s t a r  d o w n  t o  a  n e w 
contract sooner rather 
than later, with his current 
deal poised to expire in the 
summer of  2023. By that 
time, Mahrez will have 
turned 32 and be two steps 
closer towards the end of  
his career.
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AFCON success could force Man City to intensify Mahrez
contract talks

Musa hints on AFCON farewell

Man Utd trip: West Ham get Zouma
injury boost 
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r s e n a l  a n d 

AM i d d l e s b r o u g h 
have agreed a deal 

to take Folarin Balogun to 
the Riverside club.

The England Under-21 
star will spend the second 
half  of  this campaign at 

e wc a s t l e  h ave 

Nopened talks with 
Reims for Hugo 

Ekitike in their bid to bring 
i n  a  s t r i k e r  b e f o r e 
Saturday's match against 
relegation rivals Watford.

The Premier League 
side have made an informal 
offer, but it has fallen short 
of  Reims' £30m valuation 
of  the in-form France U20 
international, with talks 
continuing between the two 

clubs.
T h e  M a g p i e s  a r e 

expected to make a formal 
o f f e r,  b u t  c o u l d  f a c e 
competition for the striker 
with two unnamed Premier 
L e a g u e  c l u b s  a l s o 
interested.

Ekitike, who made his 
debut for Reims in August, 
has scored eight goals in 17 
Ligue 1 appearances this 
season and registered three 
assists. The 19-year-old can 

also play on the left wing.
Newcastle have been 

scrambling to replace top 
scorer Callum Wilson, who 
head coach, Eddie Howe 
said would be out with a 
calf  injury for two months 
after Saturday's shock FA 
Cup third-round defeat to 
Cambridge United.

Newcastle are keen to 
avoid playing Saturday's 
match at home to Watford, 
who sit two points above 

i v e r p o o l  a r e Lreportedly looking 
t o  a c t i v a t e  t h e 

r e l e a s e  c l a u s e  i n  t h e 
contract of  Sevilla centre-
back Jules Kounde this 
month.

The 23-year-old has 
been heavily linked with a 
move away from the La 
Liga outfit, with the likes of  

Chelsea, Manchester United 
and Real Madrid all thought to 
be interested in the France 
international.

However,  El  Nacional 
reports that Liverpool are 
'willing to pay' Kounde's €90m 
(£75m) release clause to sign 
him in January, with the 
defender also keen to make the 
mid-season switch to Anfield.

The report adds that Sevilla 
are desperate to keep hold of  
Kounde until the summer, with 
director of  football Monchi set 
to hold talks with the defender 
to try and persuade him to stay.

Jurgen Klopp is believed to 
have identified Kounde as his 
primary defensive target and 
has  in fo r med  the  c lub ' s 
h ie ra rchy  to  rec r u i t  the 
Frenchman this month as he 
fears that their rivals will look 
to sign him in the summer.

K o u n d e  h a s  b e e n  a 
standout performer for a 
Sevilla side who currently sit 
second in La Liga, making 17 
l eague  appearances  and 
keeping nine clean sheets this 
season.

them, without a recognised 
striker, having scored just 
19 goals in 21 matches this 
season.

The club have been 
working through a lengthy 
list of  possible targets to try 
and make additions to a 
s q u a d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n 
affected by injury and 
Covid-19.

Newcas t le  a re  a l so 
a t t empt ing  to  add  in 
defence fol lowing the 
arrival of  Kieran Trippier.

They lodged a second 
bid worth £29.3m for Lille's 
Sven Botman on Friday, but 
the French club value him 
at nearer to £35m.

ean Henderson Dh a s  t o l d 
M a n c h e s t e r 

United he wants to go out 
on loan this month to get 
some first-team action.

But Ralf  Rangnick 
informed the England 
hopeful he wants him to 
stay at Old Trafford as he 
needs three goalkeepers in 
his squad.

Henderson was not 
involved or on the bench 
for the FA Cup win over 
Aston Villa – sparking fresh 
speculation over his future.

Rangnick said illness 
was the reason but later 
confirmed he asked for a 
loan move a couple of  
weeks ago.

The 24-year-old was 
struck down by Covid at 
the start of  the season and 
has  s ta r t ed  on ly  two 
matches this term.

David de Gea's form 
has kept Henderson out of  
the team – but Rangnick 
says things can change very 
quickly.

He told talkSPORT: “A 
couple of  weeks ago he 
asked me but I told him I'd 
rather have him stay until 
the end of  the season.

“We are very happy 
with our goalkeepers but if  
it's up to me I wouldn't 
want him to leave.”

“David is playing well 

but we have covid, you can 
have an injury and we need 
three top goalkeepers.”

United brought their 
former keeper Tom Heaton 
back to the club in the 
s u m m e r  a n d  t h e  e x -
Burnley man could provide 
back up to De Gea if  
Henderson does leave.

Heaton has played 22 
minutes of  action this 
campaign, coming on to 
replace Henderson in the 
Champions League dead 
r ubber against  Young 
Boys.

Henderson meanwhile 
has been restricted to just 
158 minutes of  action this 
season,  wi th  De Gea 
enjoying an excellent run 
of  form between the sticks.

rystal Palace striker, 

CJ e a n - P h i l i p p e 
Mateta, is closer to 

leaving the club this month.
T h e  f o r wa r d ,  w h o 

signed on an 18-month loan 
from Mainz last January, 
has only scored twice in 13 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances.

M a t e t a  c o u l d  b e 
heading to Saint-Etienne in 
Ligue 1 on loan this month, 
while Mainz may even take 
him back for the rest of  the 
term.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Evening Standard, Palace 
manager Patrick Vieira is 
eager to add a replacement 
striker to his squad.

The source suggests that 
Arsenal's Eddie Nketiah is 
their prime target.

Boro on loan.
According to reports, 

Balogun is heading to the 
c l u b  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s 
medicals this week.

When he comes out of  
COVID-19 isolation, he 
will complete his move and 

b e c o m e  t h e i r  s e c o n d 
signing of  the January 
transfer window.

The deal is a straight 
loan with no option to buy, 
while Arsenal are paying 
part of  Balogun's wages as 
well.
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Arsenal, Middlesbrough agree
loan deal for Balogun

Mateta closer to leaving Crystal Palace

Dean Henderson tells Man Utd he
wants to quit

Newcastle target France U20 ace Ekitike

Liverpool set to trigger
£75m Kounde release clause

BalogunBalogunBalogun

EkitikeEkitikeEkitike
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Mateta (Right) against Norwich in EPLMateta (Right) against Norwich in EPLMateta (Right) against Norwich in EPL
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The fresh news people

he traditional leadership Thas been the basis of  local 
government in most of  

Africa throughout history. In the 
pre-colonial Africa, African 
societies were ruled by kings 
supported by a hierarchy of  
ch ie f s  and  counc i l lo r s  o r 
advisors, who were either their 
close relatives or selected from 
the i r  communi t ies.  These 
traditional leaders served as 
political, military, spiritual and 
cul tura l  leaders  and were 
regarded as custodians of  the 
values of  society. They looked 
after the welfare of  their people 
by providing them with land for 
their subsistence needs through 
agriculture. They also provided 
for the very poor and orphans.

Traditional leaders were 
responsible for the defence of  
their people against external 
aggression and for keeping order 
in their communities.

They resolved disputes with 
the emphasis on reconciliation 
and thus ensured harmony 
a m o n g  n e i g h b o u r s .  T h e y 
inspired unity in their people. 
Pre-colonial African societies are 
reputed to have had a kind of  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  d e m o c r a c y 
through general assemblies of  all 
adult above 18 years of  age. The 
community participated in 
decision-making on important 
matters affecting the community. 
It is important to note that even 
in pre-colonial times not all 
t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  w e r e 
benevolent, generous and caring 
towards their people. Some were 
autocratic and oppressive. 
Sometimes, those who have 
intent not to work for the people 
change their heart when they see 
the level of  support they enjoy 
from their subjects.

When the people stay for 
too long without having a 
traditional ruler to superintend 
o v e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  a n 
autonomous community, they 

feel empty and disconnected from 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g a i n s  o f  
leadership.

This vacuum, which nature 
abhors no matter how long it 
takes, was filled last Saturday, 8th 
o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 2 2  i n 
U w u a h i a / O k e u d o  E z i u d o 
autonomous community of  
E z i n i h i t t e  M b a i s e  l o c a l 
government of  Imo State when 
the people in one accord decided 
to elect their traditional ruler. 
Sometimes, when a people decide 
to do things themselves, i t 
becomes peaceful than when the 
decision is forced on them. 

The decision of  the people 
paid off  as a new traditional ruler 
in the person of  Chief  Dr. John 
Epeagba Onuoha (Ezihu) was 
elected. He polled 568 votes to 
clinch the position of  the stool 
af ter  two years.  The other 
contestants, from Chief  Wise 
Ibeji (Ikenga) had 432, Chief  Dr. 

Richard Ihekeronye (Umulolo) 
had 109 votes while Chief  Paul 
Ihuoma (Umuagwu) had 42 
votes.

Never had such election 
been held in the history of  
Owuahia/Okeudo Eziudo 
autonomous community where 
superlative organization, order 
and decorum were recorded. The 
arrangement was superb to the 
admiration of  all and sundry, 
especially that the peaceful 
d ispos i t ion of  the  voters, 
organizers, security operatives 
and even the contestants was 
second to none.

I have seen traditional stool 
elections, I have not seen such 
where the contestants seat in one 
roll, chatting away the tension 
and pressure typical of  any 
e l e c t i o n .  H e r e,  t h e  f o u r 
contestants of  election sat 
together, discussing in high sense 
of  convivialities, appreciating 

the atmosphere of  peace and 
sereni ty  that  the  e lec t ion 
provided.

Shortly after the counting of  
votes and declaring of  a winner 
in the person of  Chief  Dr. John 
Epeagba Onuoha, the other three 
contestants showed sense of  
s p o r t s m a n s h i p ,  h u g g e d 
themselves and made very lively 
statements that drew their 
acceptance of  the results of  the 
election.

As if  that was not enough, 
the other contestants moved to 
the residence of  the Eze-elect 
Chief  John Onuoha to wine and 
dine with him alongside his 
supporters for the victory at the 
election. Never has it been seen 
where contestants of  election of  
t radi t ional  r ulers  went  to 
campaign together, urging the 
people to vote their choice. They 
also agreed among themselves 
that no person will approach the 

court after election. What a 
way to go, that shows the 
maturity of  the contestants. 

There's no gain saying 
the fact that the autonomous 
community is already on the 
path of  development as the 
contestants come together to 
move Owuahia/Okeudo 
E z i u d o  a u t o n o m o u s 
community forward. I extol 
the virtues of  those who 
contested the election. They 
understood that at one time, 
there must be one traditional 
ruler seeing to the welfare of  
the community. They have 
also shown in their rare 
d i s p l a y  o f  s p i r i t  o f  
camaraderie that those ideas 
of  theirs will be submitted to 
the new traditional ruler for 
integrated development that 
brings social change. 

It is also important that 
those who are aggrieved for 
one reason or another should 
sheath their swords and come, 
work with the stakeholders of  
community to engender the 
n e e d e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development and basic social 
amenities that are yet to come 
to the area. 

The only way the people 
can continue to respect and 
make green in the minds of  
the subjects, the reign of  the 
late traditional ruler in the 
person of  HRM, Eze Sir 
Desmond Ogugua JP, MFR, 
OON (Mmiri na edoroha 1 of  
Eziudo) is to come together 
and work as one people 
b e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h a t 
development has no religious, 
political and social classing. 
Development touches all and 
sundry. I thank the planning 
c o m m i t t e e ,  e l e c t o r a l 
committee and those who saw 
to the successful conduct of  
the election. History will not 
forget your efforts in a hurry.

The Eze-elect, Owuahia/Okeudo Eziudo autonomous community, Chief John Onuoha (second right) with other
contestants, Chief Wise Ibeji, Chief Barr. Richard Ihekeronye and Chief Paul Ihuoma seated together during
the traditional rulers' election held last Saturday.
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