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Establishes State-owned Security Outfit

Chief Maureen Nneka Kingsley during her conferment as 'Odiuko na mba Umuri-Amaimo' by the
traditional ruler of Umuri Amaimo autonomous community in Ikeduru LGA, Imo State, HRH, Eze

Peter Nnamdi Njoku (Uri II of Umuri-Amaimo) yesterday.

Clan Chief (Prof.) Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) stepping out with his
lovely wife, Chief Maureen Nneka Kingsley shortly after her conferment as 'Odiuko na

mba Umuri-Amaimo' yesterday.



NLC lauds Imo govt for improved package
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I
n another blaze of  vic-
tory, the Rector of  Fed-
eral Polytechnic, Engr. 

Dr. Michael Arimanwa, 
has won an outstanding 
performance award in the 
utilization of  research 
funds. The award was pre-
sented to him last Thursday 
at Transcorp Hilton Abuja, 
by a foremost government 
agency, the Tertiary Edu-
cation Trust Fund (TET-
fund).

The management of  
TETfund led by its Exec-
utive Secretary, Prof  Sulei-
man Elias Bogoro, found 
the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede, worthy in view 
of  the consistent and mas-
sive inroads it has made 
in research and learning. 
It will be recalled that the 
Rector of  the institution 
is goal-oriented when it 
comes to research. In fact, 
he has repeatedly made it 
clear to staff  of  the insti-
tution that they are duty 
bound to be productive 

Research: TETFund honours 
PolyNek Rector

researchers if  they intend 
to teach well. It is also on 
record that periodic work-
shops are organised in the 
polytechnic to sensitize 
staff  of  the polytechnic on 
the imperatives of  research 
and publishing. This move 
has yielded results as over 
65 members of  staff  sub-
mitted research propos-
als that were accepted by 
TETfund, prompting the 
release of  over two hun-
dred million naira to them.

It bears recalling that at 
the wake of  the COVID-19 
pandemic last year, the Rec-
tor had quickly assembled 
a team of  scientists and en-
gineers in the polytechnic 
who researched and came 
up with practical ways of  
combating the pandemic 
through non-pharmaceu-
tical methods. The team, 
accordingly, fabricated 
semi-automated and auto-
mated hand-washing ma-
chines as well as hand-san-
itizers. Already, the school 

has acquired a patent for 
the automated hand-wash-
ing machines. 

Spurred by the Rector’s 
policy thrust on research, 
it is interesting that a large 
number of  staff  of  the pol-
ytechnic have been able 
to access research funds. 
And this is in line with the 
Rector’s five-point agenda 
among which is ensuring 
high academic standard 
among staff  of  the poly-
technic; as well as realizing 
national and global visibil-
ity and ranking for the in-
stitution.

For this year alone, Engr. 
Dr. M.C. Arimanwa has 
garnered a lot of  awards 
that have enriched the 
kitty of  the Federal Poly-
technic Nekede. Notably, 
these awards were given by 
reputable institutions and 
organisations whose mode 
of  scrutiny is rigorous and 
scientific.

Meanwhile, Engr. Dr. 
Michael Arimanwa, has 

FG declares Monday, Tuesday
public holidays

T
he Federal Govern-
ment of  Nigeria has 
declared Monday 

27th, Tuesday 28th De-
cember 2021 and Monday, 
3rd January 2022 as public 
holidays to mark Christmas, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s 
day celebrations respective-
ly.

This was contained in a 
statement on Wednesday 
signed by the Permanent 
Secretary of  the Ministry 
of  Interior, Shuaib Belgore. 
It was titled, ‘FG declares 
Monday, 27th, Tuesday 
28th, 2021 and Monday, 
January 3rd, 2022 public 
holidays’.

The Minister of  Interi-
or, Rauf  Aregbesola, in the 
declaration on behalf  of  the 
Federal Government, felic-

VAPP Bill: AFA calls on Imo 
govt for implementation
By Grace Ofurum

A 
non profit organisa-
tion, Alliances for 
Africa (AFA) has 

made some recommenda-
tions to the Imo state gov-
ernment for the full enforce-
ment and implementation 
of  the VAPP bill recently 
signed into law by the state 
Government.

Speaking during a press 
briefing held in Owerri, the 
Executive Director, Allianc-
es for Africa, Mrs. Iheoma 
Obibi disclosed that the 
NGO is elated by the step 
taken by the Imo state gov-
ernment to domesticate the 
bill in the state. She main-
tained that they will con-
tinue to fulfill its mandate 
of  protecting human rights, 
promote women’s participa-
tion in leadership and gov-
ernance while advocating 
against gender based vio-
lence especially on women 
and girls.

AFA urged the govern-
ment to  create and allocate 

budget towards the full im-
plementation of  the VAPP 
bill and  to establish the vi-
olence against persons agen-
cy led by an active multi sec-
toral action committee that 
will monitor and supervise 
the full enforcement of  the 
provisions of  the VAPP bill, 
including a sexual assault 
referral centre (SARC) that 
will render services to aid 
the reintegration of  survi-
vors into the society.

It talked about  leveraging 
on the existing initialised, 
state structure and to estab-
lish a shelter for safeguard-
ing survivors from abusers 
and to create an active state 
GBV rapid response team 
that will see to the provi-
sions of  immediate survivor 
central services.

According to the state-
ment   “The VAPP if  fully 
implemented will address 
all forms of  violence against 
women and girls, including 
sexual violence, domestic 
violence, physical violence, 
emotional violence and 
harmful cultural practices 
perpetrated by state and non 
state actors while providing 
a full legal protection, ad-
equate remedies and max-
imum punishment for of-
fenders”.

It disclosed further tha t 
the act will ensure account-
ability on its stakeholders 
when fully enforced includ-
ing implementing an agen-
cy, other Ministries, De-

also won the award of  Pub-
lic Servant of  the Year, thus 
affirming the axiom that a 
golden fish has no hiding 
place. The Public Servant 
of  the Year Award was 
presented to the Rector last 
Saturday by the Nigerian 
Union of  Journalists, at the 
grand finale of  the annual 
press week held at the NUJ 
Press Centre, New Owerri. 

Receiving the award 
on behalf  of  the Rector, 
Chief  Chris Onyemenonu 
(Deputy Rector, Academ-
ic), expressed joy at the 
excellent recognition of  
the powerful achievements 

made by Engr. Dr. Michael 
Arimanwa at the Feder-
al Polytechnic Nekede. 
He also observed that the 
award would be cherished 
because of  the sincerity of  
purpose behind it, as well 
as the global reputation of  
men of  the fourth estate of  
the realm who operate un-
der the auspices of  the Ni-
gerian Union of  Journalists 
(NUJ). 

Recall that in 2021 alone, 
Engr. Dr. M.C. Arimanwa 
has netted many awards 
and fellowships owing to 
his genuine commitment to 
educational development 

T
he leadership of  the 
Nigerian Labour 
Congress (NLC) in 

the State has lauded the 
governor of  Imo State, Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma for his 
show of  love to the workers 
of  the state.

The NLC Imo State 
Chapter led by its Chair-
man, Rev. Nwansi Philip 
gave the commitment when 
he led his officials to pay a 
thank you visit to Gover-
nor Uzodimma at the Gov-
ernment House Owerri in 
appreciation of  the Gover-
nor’s directive that workers 
in Imo State will receive 100 
per cent of  their basic salary 
as 13th month pay in addi-
tion to other packages.

Addressing the NLC Ex-
ecutive at the New Execu-
tive Council Chambers, the 
Governor thanked them for 
coming and congratulated 
the Chairman for emerging 
in a rancour free election.

He commended him for 
the way he handled NLC as 
Chairman in acting capac-
ity and predicted that now 
that he is the substantive 
Chairman, he will “perform 
creditably well.”

The Governor told La-
bour leaders that he has a 
lot of  interest in the wel-
fare of  Imo workers and as 
such, they should see his of-
fice as an extension of  their 
own and feel free to come 
at any time to reason with 
him on workers welfare and 

concerns. He reiterated his 
support to them at all times 
as long as the interest of  the 
State is paramount.

Uzodimma  also com -
mended them for the harmo-
nious relationship between 
Labour and Government. 
“It is as a result of  the seri-
ousness we attached to La-
bour matters that we created 
the New Ministry of  Labour 
and Productivity.”

He used the opportuni-
ty to remind the leadership 
of  the Labour in the State 

partment and Agencies, law 
enforcement agencies, civil 
society organisations and 
citizens.

The NGO further appre-
ciated the efforts of  their 
various partners, Educa-
tion as Vaccine (EAV), The 
United Nations Trust fund 
on Ending violence Against 
Women (UNTF-EVAWG) 
and others for their efforts 
towards the passage and as-
sent of  the Imo state VAPP 
bill.

It also lauded the execu-
tive Governor of  Imo state 
Senator Hope Uzodinma 
and his wife Barr. Mrs. Chi-
oma Uzodimma as well as 
the house member repre-
senting Njaba state constit-
uency and the chief  sponsor 
of  the bill Amb. Uju On-
wudiwe and the civil society 
organisations for seeing to 
the passage and assent of  
the bill.
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Anambra govt to launch City Stadium, Dec 28
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernment will on De-
cember 28 launch 

the Anambra City Stadium 
for use, one of  the projects 
of  Governor Willie Obiano.

The governor disclosed 
this shortly after an inspec-
tion visit at the project site 
which is about ninety five 
percent to completion. 

According to the Governor 
who expressed satisfaction at 
the quality of  work, he noted 
that the project is FIFA-rated 
which he said will be highly 
beneficial to sports-loving 
Ndi Anambra.

The Governor stated that 
the inaugural football match 
which will happen on the 
twenty eighth of  December 
is open to the public and free 
of  charge, pointing out that 
events of  that day will be the 

official commissioning of  
the project.

Chairman of  Anambra 
State Sports Development 
Commission, Mr. Tony Oli 
explained that the match 
would have been played on 
Wednesday, 22nd Decem-
ber, but for some finishing 
touches on the project. He 
stated that the match is the 
finals of  the under 17 ac-
ademicals, both male and 
female and extended the in-

vitation to Ndi Anambra to 
come and witness the power 
tussle.

Also speaking, contractor 
of  the project, Mr. Ebby Egbe 
who pleaded for extension 
date, assured that the pro-
ject would have been ready 
by the scheduled date, while 
further explaining that Spe-
cial Sprinkler Systems will 
be installed on the pitch. Mr. 
Egbe expressed optimism 
that the pitch will eventually 
turn out to the best, as the 
end users will testify.

and outstanding perfor-
mance as 8th substantive 
Rector of  the Federal Pol-
ytechnic Nekede.

 And like a golden fish, 
there has been no hiding 
place for the gentleman 
cleric, as his powerful per-
sonality has kept a flurry 
of  awards and goodwill 
surging towards him. Re-
markably, the awards and 
garlands given to him 
came from reputable na-
tional and multi-national 
organizations as he was 
urged not to relent in his 
efforts of  uplifting the in-
stitution.

that his Shared Prosperi-
ty Government had before 
now provided free trans-
port scheme for workers, 
in-house clinic within the 
Secretariat, restored public 
water and power supply and 
automated salary payment, 
among others.

He said “Labour is about 
reciprocity and not neces-
sarily about quarrels and 
fighting, but a matter of  di-
alogue that will help resolve 
issues as a joint body.”

itated with Christians and 
all Nigerians at home and 
in Diaspora on this year’s 
Christmas and New Year 
celebrations.

“We must emulate the 
life of  Jesus Christ in His 
practice and teachings on 
humility, service, compas-
sion, patience, peace and 
righteousness that His birth 
signifies.” The statement 
reads.

He stressed that peace 
and security are two criti-
cal conditions for economic 
development and prosperity 
and urged Christians and 
Nigerians to make the best 
use of  this festive period to 
pray for the total eradica-
tion of  insecurity bedeviling 
the nation.



NEWS Feature

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State gov-
ernment has ex-
onerated itself  in 

the circumstances lead-
ing to the missing of  five 
NELAN workers in the 
State.

The government said 
the information dished 
out to the public by Mrs. 
Nelson Onyeme, wife of  
one of  the missing five 
NELAN firm workers 
handling a section of  the 
Abakaliki ring road pro-
ject being constructed by 
African Development 
Bank was false.

The Engineers were 
abducted along Effium 
axis of  Ohaukwu Lo-
cal Government Area 
of  Ebonyi State on No-
vember 3, 2021. Effium 
community has been 
embroiled in communal 
clash since January, 22, 
2021.

Briefing Journalists 
in Abakaliki, the State 
Commissioner for In-
formation and State 
Orientation, Barrister 
Uchenna Orji, said Mrs.  
Onyeme might have spo-
ken out of  emotions, but 
the State government 
strongly believed that 
some “politicians have 
also taken advantage of  
her state of  mind, oth-
erwise there were things 
that she said against the 
State Government that 
were unnecessarily  and 
misleading. We there-

fore cannot join issues 
with her.”

Orji further noted that 
the claims by Engr. Ben-
jamin Nzeagwu as con-
tained in the recent in-
terview he granted Arise 
TV were full of  lies and 
a total complete misrep-
resentation of  facts.

He said, “For the re-
cords, Ebonyi State 
Government and the 
personnel executing the 
contract job were never 
contacted or informed 
about the coming of  
the officials of  NEL-
AN Consulting firm 
on the fateful day. The 
State Government had 
a meeting with all Com-
panies/ Contractors in-
volved in the Abakaliki 
Ring Road Project over 
the security situation in 
a few points within the 
project locations. NE-
LAN Consulting firm 
is merely a supervising 
firm whose job supervi-
sion commitment was 
going to be 8 days per 
month in the whole of  
24 months project du-
ration. The resident 
engineer and main con-
tractor being supervised 
by NELAN Consulting 
firm has never shown 
presence till this mo-
ment. All we gathered 
from security report af-
ter the ugly incident was 
that it was the contrac-
tor, Marco Nigeria Ltd 
that had contacted Mr. 
Nelson Onyeme to go to 
site.

“Furthermore, the 

immediate report from 
the Divisional Police 
Officer in charge of  the 
area where the job is sit-
uated and the statement 
volunteered to the Police 
by the representative of  
Marco Nigeria Limited 
indicated that they all 
agreed to meet at Ohauk-
wu Local Government 
Police Headquarters so 
as to get the Police per-
sonnel to go with them 
to the site. But the NE-
LAN Officials did not 
avail.  

“Let it further be noted 
that Ebonyi State Gov-
ernment presided over 
by the Governor had dil-
igently met with all the 
contractors, consultants 
and stakeholders from 
the project locations es-
pecially the flash points 
where it was agreed that 
before any contractor 
moves to project site, 
that the community 
leaders, traditional rul-
ers, town union presi-
dents together with gov-
ernment officials from 
such area must swear af-
fidavit committing to the 
protection of  the con-
tractors and consultants. 
This commitment was 
consummated in the first 
section of  the project site 
where the other consult-
ing firm is supervising.

“It will be reiterated 
that the contractors for 
the project site to be su-
pervised by NELAN 
Consulting firm have not 
even mobilized to site. 

The contractors merely 
got their award letters 
and this buttresses the 
fact that the allegation 
that the NELAN team 
was coming in and go-
ing out of  the project site 
and there was no crisis is 
a figment of  the imagi-
nation of  Mr. Benjamin 
more so as the period he 
was referring to was be-
fore the Effium commu-
nal crisis which started 
on January, 22nd 2021. 

“The facts are therefore 
inviolately correct that 
it was agreed amongst 
themselves that the main 
contractor, Marco Lim-
ited and the Consultant, 
Nelson Onyeme togeth-
er with the Divisional 
Police Officer-in-charge 
of  the Division would 
get the Police personnel 
to accompany them to 
the site. But for reasons 
best known to Mr. Nel-
son Onyeme, he chose 
not to pass through the 
Police Headquarters and 
the Local Government 
Council but rather went 
through a flash point 
from Nwezenyi axis and 
thus ran into the hot spot 
of  the communal crisis 
where, according the Po-
lice Investigation report, 
they were abducted. 

“While it is not our 
duty to reel out the full 
details of  the Police re-
port, the essence of  this 
narrative is to put the 
records straight and cor-
rect the impressions that 
may have been created 
by the misleading infor-
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mation shared in some 
quarters by mischief  
makers. It is therefore 
most unfortunate that 
people can politicize a 
very sensitively horrible 
situation such as this.

“It is heartbreaking 
and reprehensible that 
instead of  dissipating 
energies and resources 
in pursuing the cause of  
justice for the victims, 
the likes of  Mr.  Ben -
jamin chose to divert 
attention by investing 
resources in media plat-
forms to twist the matter 
for his personal aggran-
dizement. They even ac-
cused a sitting Governor 
of  having interest in one 
of  the project vehicles. 
What an insult! The 

project vehicle was pur-
chased with the resourc-
es of  Ebonyi State and 
not even the resources 
of  Africa Development 
Bank or that of  the Con-
sultant.

“For our contractual 
relations with NELAN 
Consulting firm, we 
would allow some weeks 
for them to still sort their 
contractual problems out 
and go back to site. It is 
important that the issues 
be sorted out on time 
and they should find a 
way to replace the Res-
ident Engineer, (though 
not among the missing 
Engineers) who is  key 
person from NELAN 
Consulting firm who is 
not yet on the job.”

Missing 5 engineers: Ebonyi Govt
absolves self of blames

    Aneke     Edeani        Ejiofor          Nwazulum

Onyemeh
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A
s the frenzy 
of Christmas 
increases with 

people coming back from 
their base to celebrate 
with their loved ones, the 
need to drive with caution 
becomes necessary.

Motorists must check 
the state of their vehicles 
in the morning before 
joining the ever busy 
roads. Those who are 
learners need to stay away 
from the roads within 
these few weeks so that 
they don’t cause accident 
on the way 

Private and commercial 
vehicles must moderate 
their speed this season 
because we need to be alive 
to celebrate this season.

The issue of driving 
against traffic is not 
allowed this period. 
There’s need to obey 
traffic rules and ensure 
that the pedestrians give 
way to traffic to the left. 

We must understand that 
the rush that accompanies 
this season is unnecessary 
because if we take it easy, 
we will all live to see the 
year 2022.

Motorists must know 
that they are not the only 
ones moving on the roads, 
consideration must be 
given for other road users 
who are also entitled to 
use the roads.

The security operatives, 
especially the FRSC 
must help to ease traffic 
gridlock on the roads. The 
unnecessary extortion of 
motorists which causes 
traffic should discontinue. 

Those whose vehicles 
will breakdown on the 
roads should pull them out 
of the way and show sign 
of spoilt vehicle. The issue 
of fixing ones vehicle at 
the spot of spoil is wrong. 
The government should 
tow vehicles that block 
the roads whose owners 
refused to fix.

The use of unnecessary 
hooting of horns and 
blaring of sirens should 
be checked, reports have 
had it that some of these 
actions cause distraction 
and accident on the roads.

The government of the 
day should penalized any 
vehicle that hoots the horn 
at traffic control posts. 
This is irresponsibility 
that has been ignored to 
the detriment of societal 
change. ‘advise no be 
curse’.

Doing the needful has 
alot to do in saving life, 
both ours and others. In 
this season, let’s not be a 
danger to others much as 
we should not to ourselves. 
Driving with caution can 
make this yuletide season 
memorable.

Driving with 
caution this 
yuletide season

Our TeamOur Team
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Why Onyewuchi 
hosted  free medical, 
eye care outreach 
in Owerri zone
W

ith the abysmal 
failure of  the 
executive arm of  

government in Imo State 
to provide quality and 
affordable healthcare to Imo 
citizens, the people are left to  
wallow in the choking grip of   
life threatening ailments.

That  ugly scenario is 
worsened  by  non salary 
payment by  the same 
government, which effectively 
forecloses the chance of  
the working segment of  the 
citizenry to, at least,  provide 
healthcare for themselves and 
dependants  with their heavily 
deducted salary. 

So, overwhelmed by 
the seeming deliberately 
contrived hopeless and 
helpless situation, the people 
are forced to sit around in 
limbo, hoping for a miracle, 
or waiting for the worst to 
happen!

 When decrepit health 
infrastructure and grinding 
poverty conspire to lim it 
access to quality and 
affordable healthcare,  they 
naturally create a yawning 
gap that cries for attention. 

When that gap is left 
unattended to it could 
degenerate dangerously 
thereby worsening the health 
burden facing the people.

But,  if  at  intervals like  
Senator Onyewuchi has 
always done from the House 
of  Representatives, leaders 
passionate about servic e, 
intervene with medical 
initiatives, such gestures go 
a long way in  lessening the 
plight of  the people.

Recently, in keeping with 
his long standing intervention 
philosophy, the lawmaker 
carried out an elaborate and 
well organised free medical/ 

eye treatment outreach in his 
Owerri Senatorial Zone.

As a renown grassroots 
leader Senator Onyewuchi 
has always been associated 
with  proactive leadership, 
given his very close  bonding 
with the electorate.

 Thus,  it was not surprising 
seeing him come up again 
with a life saving  intervention 
having personally se en, 
heard and felt  the pains and 

suffering being inflicted of  
his people by ill health.

And because that he 
understood the enormity of  
the challenge at hand, he 
invested so much into staging 
an outreach that has been 
adjudged by experts as best in 
recent memory.

He searched for and 
recruited some of  the best 
consultants in the medical 
field, provided quality and 

standard drugs and eyeglasses 
and ensured the medical train 
reached all the nooks and 
crannies of  Owerri.

Expectedly,  the 
intervention programme was 
warmly embraced  by the 
people having seen first hand 
the enormous energy and 
resources that went into   it.

More so, they also saw 
it as a rare opportunity at 
a time and season those 

Ekeh Kasarachi

Opinion 

constitutionally mandated to 
cater to their health appear to 
care less.

Thus, Men, women, 
the aged, youths, students, 
workers, retirees, traditional 
and community leaders, the 
clergy and the disabled, just 
to mention a few  trooped 
to the two centres where the 
programme held in each of  
nine local government areas 
of  the zone.

And as  they surged 
forward carrying different 
health burden and challenges, 
they were attended to  by  
an equally well prepared, 
motivated and professionally 
sound team led by Dr 
Chikezie Ekeozor.

In the end, the exercise 
ended up  a win win situation 
for all.

The sick were healed 
and the visually impaired 
given prescribed glasses 
and went home rejoicing; 
for the medical personnel 
and consultants they were 
happy and fulfilled    seeing 
appreciative smiles of  
gratitude on patients faces.

 And for the senator 
himself  his own victory as 
he said at the end of  the 
exercise was seeing his people 
receiving quality care from 
quality hands.

Truly, that intervention 
programme in all 
ramifications was a 
resounding achievement 
as preliminary reports just 
released indicates that over 
seven thousand people were 
treated.

 Senator Onyewuchi is 
working for his people. And 
if   the over forty projects and 
programmes he has delivered 
so far is anything to go by, 
then  he will certainly beat the 
threshold he set for himself  in 
his first four years in the senate.

Ezenwa
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Divine visitation

U
nto us a child 
is born and 
His name is 

Emmanuel, meaning God 
With Us. Oh Jerusalem, 
(Imo State), a son has 
come for your peace. We 
are experiencing the touch 
of  God’s riches as we are 
baptized in this season of  
divine visitation.

There is always an 
instant miracle on our 
day of  visitation. Family 
as the smallest quarter of  
the society, let us therefore 
stand up to dance unto 
the Lord as He comes to 
visit each family with His 
gifts of  laughter, joy and 
gladness. God is saying 
to us today, “something 
good is about to happen 
for you”, we are so close 
to the day and surely we 
shall end the year strong.   

As we are feeling the 
presence of  God around 
us, let us therefore learn 
to have love for others, it’s 
just a rule of  nature. We 
are all born to help each 
other. No matter how 
difficult things might be, 
life is good when you are 
happy; but much better 
when others are happy 
because of  you. 

We appreciate God for 

this opportunity to make 
others smile. God did it 
first by giving us His only 
Begotten Son, so it is nice 
for us to see reasons to be 
happier this season. 

The entire atmosphere 
is radiating with joy and 
happiness because of  the 
divine visitation we are 
enjoying. So, please don’t 
be sad, inspite of  anything. 
You see, he who is truly 
alive is one who is happy, 
for life’s real purpose is 
happiness.  

In Psalm 22 verse 3, 
God promised to inhabit 
the praises of  Israel - His 
people. Now the question 
is this, “Are you one of  
God’s people”? You can 
only be one of  His people 
if  you have accepted Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour and are living 
a righteous life. This is 
the best decision anyone 
can take now. God keeps 
the righteous under His 
protection and ensures 
that evil does not befall 
them. 

So as we make up our 
minds today to welcome 
and accept Jesus Christ as 
He comes soon, He will fill 
our lives with Blessings far 
beyond all expectations, 

Amen.
And as we decide to 

live in Holiness, may the 
Almighty God make us 
His habitation today and 
always, Amen. It’s time 
to Praise and Worship our 
Lord for finding us worthy 
without remembering the 
sins of  our past.

Surely God will 
prosper us and defend us. 
His goodness and mercy 
shall daily attend us. So 
my brethren, let us ponder 
anew what the Almighty 
can do, if  with His love 
He befriends us. This is 
because we’re precious 
stones in the sight of  the 
Lord. He watches over us, 
His heritage.  

Avoiding anger this 
season is an added bonus 
to us.  Truly we are nothing 
and will have nothing 
without God. Therefore 
Oh Lord, let not your 
anger be upon us or we 
will not linger. Please my 
Lord, guard me, my loved 
ones and friends from all 
evil this season, Amen
.                                   Alms 
Giving is encouraged this 
season and as you do that, 
let not your left hand know 
what your right hand 
doeth; this is what my 

Bible tells me in Matthew 
6 verse 3. This means 
we should not allow our 
alms giving to be seen by 
men. Otherwise you have 
no reward of  your father 
who is in Heaven. When 
giving alms, do not sound 
a trumpet as hypocrites do 
in the street. Always allow 
ur alms giving to be in 
secret so that your father 
who sees in secret will 
reward you openly.

This very verse has 
really helped me alot. 
Most precious gifts and 
blessings l encountered in 
life are as a result of  my 
secret alms giving to God 
and to men. God is indeed 
a true God. So in all our 
efforts to render financial 
help to the less privileged, 
God will always deliver us 
when we call upon Him 
for help. And naturally 
speaking, any harm done 
to others this time  will 
come back, so let us show 
love and compassion 
to the people concern. 
Giving should not be  with 
expectations. Give to the 
poor and expect nothing 
in return. This is one of  
the surest ways of  getting 
God’s blessing and reward. 

Psalm 41 verse 2 says, 
“Our Lord will preserve 
those who remember the 
poor and keep them alive. 
Therefore, if  you want 
long life, give help to the 
poor. We should not seek 
human commendation 
whenever we are 
discharging our Christian 
social responsibility. 

In real life, there are 
people that can never 
give without public notice 
or awareness. Such is 
an error. It’s not God’s 
law. Doing our social 
responsibility should be in 
Christ’s way. So as we are 
swimming in this ocean 
of  Divine Visitation, let 
us remember the poor 
around us and put a smile 
on the faces of  at least one 
person in need today. As 
we do it Christ’s way, God 
will bless us abundantly 
in Jesus Name and God 
will put a new song in our 
mouths, Hallelujah.  

As we try our best to do 
God’s will today, may God 
answer our accusers and 
fight our battles Amen. In 
this season of  dancing to 
welcome our Great Visitor, 
our  Lord and Saviour, l  
assure us of  God’s divine 
intervention which will 
end long term captivity 
and turns nonentities into 
celebrities. According to 
Psalm 23 verse 1, it says, 
God is my Shepherd and 
l have everything l need. 
And so shall it be in Jesus 
Name Amen.  Therefore, 
l need ( begin to mention 
yours,) the righteousness 
of  God to enable me stand 
to demand for my every 
this and that. You know 
when one is righteous, 
God is near and He 
answers all our prayers. 

Therefore being 
righteous, qualifies me 
to have all l need both 
spiritually and physically. 
God is more than enough 
for the righteous, therefore 
as we are all alive to see and 
to witness the great Divine 
Visitation, your story will 
bring you glory.......And 
our lives will be governed  
by the promises of  God. 
Shalom!!!
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
hitemoney is 

Wt h i s  y e a r ' s 
winner of  the 

Big Brother Naija show. 
From the first time he 
walked on the stage, we 
recognised him as a man of  
culture and in many ways, 
he showed us that he is 
exactly that. However, there 
is one thing Whitemoney 
(real name is Hazel Onou) 
has mastered and it is how 
to look like a wealthy sugar 
daddy. 

And you can be like him 
with these simple steps: 

1. Always wear a size 
bigger 

A wealthy sugar daddy 
would most likely have a 

t's no news that every Iwoman should have at 
least one dress in her 

wardrobe as it would come 
in handy someday for a 
particular occasion. 

Media  per sona l i ty, 
Serwaa Amihere has given 
her fans a lot to talk about 
the year. Especially when it 
comes to her fashion choice. 

She is amongst the few 
celebrities who have been 
consistent with her decent 
fashion statements. She has 
managed to capture our 
attention with her stunning 
fashion choices. 

Serwaa always looks 
decent and modest in most 
of  her outfits. Her fans 
a p p l a u d  h e r  f o r  h e r 
simplicity and decency. 

From moderately toned 
pieces to bright non-boring 
style, the media personality 
is certainly leaving a mark 
and we are here for it. 

She stepped up her 
game and it came the right 
t i m e  t o  i n s p i r e  o u r 
Christmas look. 

L o o k i n g  f o r  s t y l e 
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  y o u r 
Christmas events? Check 
out these styles by Serwaa 
Amihere to steal attention at 
any event. 

belly; this means that his 
clothes cannot be glued to 
his body. He needs that 
extra space in his outfit. 

2. Most of your attires 
should be native 

To nail that sugar daddy 
look then you have to wear a 
lot of  native attires like 
kaftans and agbadas. Sure 
once in a while, you can 
wear jeans to show the 
y o u n g  m e n  y o u  s t i l l 
remember what it feels like 
to be young. 

3. Have a man purse 
Where does a sugar 

d a d d y  k e e p  a l l  t h e 
important things he carries 
around? Surely, he cannot 
be careless with them and 

that is why he needs a man's 
purse. 

4. Smell nice 
Expensive perfume is 

essential to being a wealthy 
sugar daddy. People need to 
smell you even hours after 
you have left the room. I 
know Whitemoney loves 
smelling nice too because 
h e  w a s  l i b e r a l  w h e n 
spraying perfumes in the 
Big Brother house. 

5 .  D i a m o n d s  a n d 
expensive jewelry 

A diamond or gold 
bracelet or chain, rings or 
an expensive Cartier watch 
is proof  that you are a sugar 
daddy and that is something 
Whitemoney always wears. 

Friday 24 – Saturday 25, December, 2021

Whitemoney shows how to dress like a sugar daddy

Style Inspiration: 5 perfect
Christmas outfits inspired by
Serwaa Amihere 
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Interview 
From studying SLT to becoming 
an award winning Actress and 
Entrepreneur - Queen Enebechi 

We learnt that one of  your 
hobbies is traveling and meeting 
new people. Can you tell us about 
some traveling experiences worth 
remembering?

Yea, that’s true. I like 
travelling and meeting new 
people a lot. So far, I have 
visited over 21 states in Nigeria, 
and I have also been to Ghana. 
I intend to visit a whole lot of  
other places in Africa too, as 
well as Asia, Europe and the 
rest. My experience in Ghana 
was worth my while, I visited a 
lot of  recreational centres and I 
enjoyed every bit of  it. I feel that 
in Nigeria, we are a little behind 
in terms of  city development, 
there is still a lot we are yet to 
achieve. I just have a thing for 
travelling, I can’t go a week 
without checking out a new 
place, even if  it is within my 
state, but I must try to go to a 
new place, and I must make one 
or two friends, not just contacts, 
but a valuable friendship that 
can impact my life positively.

How has your career affected 
your personal life? And is there 
something you would have done 
differently given the chance?

My career has not affected me 

negatively in any way. Instead, it 
has impacted me positively and 
helped me to work on myself. 
Before, I used to have a very 
low self  esteem, I hide in the 
shadows, and I find it hard to 
talk to people or speak in public. 
But my career has helped me to 
boost my self  confidence, and 
increased my exposure level. I 
can now address an audience 
confidently, and I know they 
will listen, unlike before that I 
would want to hide. And, for 
that I am very grateful. I would 
not do anything differently given 
the chance, because I believe I 
was meant to learn and grow. I 
can’t give that up for anything.

Do you have a celebrity crush or a 
role model in the industry? Who is 
it, and why?

I would say there are many 
people I’m looking up to in this 
industry. Some of  them might 
be in the aspect of  their acting, 
while others in the way they live 
their personal lives. I would say 
they are my role models and 
I look up to them a lot. The 
number one role model I would 
say I have is my mom, though 
she’s late, I still strive to be a 
better version of  her. And when 
it comes to the industry, I have 
a role model that I admire so 

a CCTV camera, and they would 
always have something to say. 
So, personally, if  I eventually 
start dating or go into courtship, 
I would definitely keep it to 
myself  and not bring it to social 
media. Because as soon as you 
start to let people intrude, it 
becomes unhealthy for both 
parties because there will be 
so many different opinions, so 
many people trying to backstab 
you, going through the corners 
to make sure they spoil your 
image and render what you have 
useless. It might be okay if  you 
are not a public figure, because 
it’s just going to be family and 
friends. But as a celebrity, you 
have to be very careful because 
not everyone likes you and 
wishes you well. If  you notice, 
relationships and marriages 
that do not engage so much in 
social media are the ones that 
last longer, especially when you 
have an understanding partner 
who will not find it offensive 
when you don’t “advertise” 
them on social media. Because 
in the end, it is all about being 
happy in reality, not faking on 
social media and then living in 
misery in reality.

You were honored with the Best 
Talented Actress of  the year 
Award just last month. How does 

this impact your career going 
forward?

Yes, indeed I was given the 
award and I was really thrilled 
because it is my first award ever 
as an actress in nollywood. The 
award was given to me because of  
my lead role in the movie Diary 
of  Faith. The movie was made 
3 years ago and I’m getting this 
award this year, it just made me 
feel more motivated and feeling 
like, oh I’m being noticed, and 
people actually appreciate what 
I’m doing, so I need to step up 
and do more. From the onset, I 
used to feel like I’m wasting my 
time, and nobody notices, but 
with this award, that feeling is 
history, and I know I need to put 
in more effort and do more. I 
feel really honoured, I must say. 

You are really young, having 
achieved so much, and you still 
have so much ahead of  you. What 
are your long term plans? Can you 
share some of  them with us?

My long term plans include 
getting married and having kids 
of  course. I also plan to invest 
more in my business, the Bounty 
Beauty Store, to develop it and 
make it a well known brand 
and a household name, both 
locally and internationally by 
the grace of  God. Because that 
brand is my personal brand and 
it is going to be like my main 
business, aside from my acting 
career. So help me God.

Can you tell us some fun facts 
your fans don’t know about you?

Some of  the things my fans 
don’t know about me is that I 
love dance but I cannot dance. 
Secondly, I’m an introvert. I can 
be indoors for 3 days straight, as 
long as I have nowhere to be, I 
can just be indoors, watching Tv 
or Netflix, I can even choose not 
to talk to anyone on phone, and I 
will be fine. I enjoy my personal 
space so much and I cherish 
sleep so much. Whenever I’m 
not thinking about anything and 
I don’t have any serious business 
to do, I like to spend time and 
just sleep and rest well. This 
part of  my life is not known 
because I hardly associate with 
friends on a very personal level. 
Yes, I like to make friends, 
but I don’t draw everyone 
close immediately. I prefer we 
hangout outside and all, but I 
take my time before allowing 
anyone into my personal space. 
And if  I eventually let you in, 
it means you are very dear to 
me. That’s just it. For my fans, 
I love you and I cherish your 
support. I will keep doing my 
best. Thank you.

Let us meet you formally. Tell us 
about yourself  and a little about 
how your journey started.

My name is Queen 
Enebechi. I am from Aninri 
local government in Enugu 
State. I am a student of  IMT 
Enugu, studying Science 
Lab Technology. I am an 
entrepreneur, I own the Bounty 
Beauty Brand. We deal in 
everything cosmetics and make-
up. I am also a nollywood 
actress and filmmaker by the 
grace of  God, as well as a brand 
influencer. I founded a national 
beauty pageant called Miss 
Glamour Nigeria in 2019, and 
we have successfully run the 
first and second editions. And, 
I am single. My acting journey 
started quite uneventfully. I 
really cannot pinpoint an exact 
starting point, but I can say, 
here I am, still in the journey.

  
Why did you choose acting? Was 
it always a childhood dream for 
you?

I chose acting because it 
is something I derive joy in 
doing. And it has always been 
a childhood dream. Acting 
has been a part of  me since 
childhood, I was once in a 
drama group when I was much 
younger, and I remember how 
I was always encouraged and 
it motivated me to pursue 
acting as a career after my 
secondary school. Although 
my parents didn’t support me 
initially because of  the rumours 
of  indecency in the industry, 
after a while and with much 
persuasion however, they gave 
me their blessings and prayers. 
And honestly, my late mother’s 
prayers have really gone a long 
way in seeing me through the 
tough times in the industry. 

Apart from acting, you are also 
a brand inuencer. How did you 
start that journey?

I really didn’t start that 
journey intentionally. It just 
came as one of  the perks of  
being an actress. The work of  a 
brand influencer is not an easy 
one. It requires so much time 
and effort, because you have 
to give your client what he/
she wants. It makes you be on 
social media every time, making 
content and engaging with 
your audience so as to portray 
a good image of  the brand you 
represent, and to make them 
patronise their product. It is a 
very competitive job, and so 
requires dedication as long as 
your contract lasts. You may 
encounter some difficulties 
meeting up with targets but we 
don’t give up. We keep pushing.

much in terms of  her 
personal lifestyle, 
in the person of  
Sochima Ezeoke. 
Whenever I talk to 
her, I always feel at 
home and relaxed, 
just like I feel when 
I’m talking to my 
mom. She speaks so 
much wisdom, and 
she always looks out 
for me and wants 
the best for me. She 
advises me like an 
elder sister, and I 
love her so much. I 
also admire Destiny 
Etiko a lot in terms 
of  her acting, I try 
to emulate Mercy 
Johnson too, and 
so many others 
too numerous to 
mention.

What is your take 
on marriage and 
dating? Especially as 
celebrities whose lives 
are constantly in the 
eye of  the public.

My take on 
marriage and dating 
is that it is a personal 
affair. As celebrities, 
it is normal for 
people’s eyes to be 
mounted on you like Enebechi
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Issues

By Amos Agwamba

Preamble:

T
he recent act of  violence at 
Dan Anyiam Stadium after 
the end of  the match between 

Heartland FC and Nasarawa United 
FC which ended 3-3 in favour of  both 
teams during the post match media 
interview calls for questions and 
concerns on the role of  supporters 
club in the Development of  football.

To have a proper perspective on 
the issue, vital questions and answers 
are pertinent
1. Who is a supporter of  a football 
team/club?
2. Who are supporters club?
3. What is their identity?
4. How would they assist in football 
development?
5. What are the recommendations 
for ideal supporters club?

1. (a) A supporter in football 
circle is a voluntary member of  the 
football  family
(b) He/she is an adherent 
personality to a cause 
(c) He/she is a partisan 
stakeholder who commits his/
her resources and  time for the 
development of  football club of  his/
her interest.
(d) He/she is an advocate, 
backer, booster, friend, gospeller, 
promoter true  believer and ally to a 
common cause.
2. (a) Supporters club is an 
association of  persons of  like minds 
for  some common objective 
usually jointly supported and 
meeting  periodically to chat a 
cause for the club they support.
(b) They are also an association 
of  persons participating in a plan by 
which  they agree to make regular 
payments or purchases in  o r d e r 
to secure  some advantages to 
the club.
(c) In football supporters club, 
follow their adopted team in tick  
and rain  “Home” and of  
“Away”. No wonder the number 
one citizen of  the state  H i s 
Excellency Dist. Senator Hope 
Uzodinma donated a brand new 
bus  to the supporters club of   
Heartland FC to facilitate their 
followership  and support.
(d)  Irrespective of  the result of  
any match supporters are vocal, 
vociferous and loquacious. Their 
cheering is unstoppable from the 
blast of  the whistle till the end of  
any match with their ever motivating 
songs like Owerre wu Oke Mba. 
Kererenke Obi – Inside the net etc 
during free kicks etc.
3. (a) Supporters Club are 
indentified by their uniforms, 
drumming,  corneting, clapping, 

singing etc. Some time ago TP 
Mazembe of  Congo  came here for 
a CAF championship encounter with 
Heartland. The few  s u p p o r t s 
of  TP Mazembe drummed to the 
deafening ears and  intimidation 
of  everybody in the stadium. They 
exemplified what  a  
supporters club is all about.
(b) The behavior of  supporters 
club on and off  the field of  play  
depicts  gentility, calmness, 
focus and drive to success.
(c) They display spirit of  
sportsmanship to the fullest i.e spur/
motivate  their club is win, 
HONOURABLY AND LOOSE 
GALLANTLY.
(d) Their modus operandi is 
distinct, oneness of  purpose, unity,  
non  factionalization and pursuit 
of  one goal etc.

4. The assistance of  supporter club in 
football development is enormous by
(a) Having a formidable 
membership of  men/women of  
high standard, proven character and 
enviable reputation.
(b) Their assistance to the team 
they support lead to UNITY of  
players and Management.
(c) They hold meetings 
periodically with the team/
management and offer their own 
assistance in terms of  social/financial 
responsibilities.
(d) They should organize FUND 
RAISING action to assist the club 
financially as well as secure the 
services of  good players from other 
clubs.
(e) Their role and operations 
is responsible to an extent to low 
turnout of  spectators to match 
venues as no person would like to 

be wounded or killed in the name 
of  watching a match even after 
paying at the gate with his/her 
hard earned money. Soccer matches 
that would naturally have reduced 
TENSION, HYPERTENSION 
and MONOTONY occasioned 
by inadequate recreation and our 
poor life style turn out to be WAR 
FRONT and DEAD ZONE by 
OVER ZEALOUS SUPPORTERS.
(f) Support is not a DO or DIE 
AFFAIR

There are 3 options in any match 
situation WIN, DRAW or LOOSE.

Supporters club should imbibe the 
spirit of  acceptance of  any of  the 3 
above as the OLYMPIC CREED 
is not winning but taking part. 
The essential thing in life is NOT 
CONQUERING BUT FIGHTING 
WELL.

Philanthropists, NGOs and 
corporate bodies who naturally would 
have sponsored sports to compliment 
Government/proprietors efforts are 
scared from doing so because of  
destructive effects on VANDALISM 
in sports by fanatic supporters who 
turn lunatic and violent.

Nobody will like to invest on a 
venture that is not worth the cost or 
that predispose violence and all the 
associated ills.

Recommendations for an 
ideal supporters club

Formation of  association for the 
prevention of  violence in sports. Prize 
to be awarded to the best supporters 
club at the end of  every league season 
by LMC, NFF, State FAs etc.

The Mass Media must not be 
allowed to violate their professional 
ethics by slanting their reportage 

on games by using provocative 
captions in match reporting e.g 
War in Owerri as Heartland battle 
Enyimba International such caption 
will motivate criminals to mobilize 
for action.

Knowledgeable sports 
administrators should be drawn 
periodically to enlighten players, 
coaches, and supporters club 
(FANS) on the law of  the game of  
football especially the OFF SIDE 
and FOULS and MISCONDUCTS 
before the league or during interval, 
using the mass media, workshops/
seminar and interactive sessions etc.

Supporters club should not 
constitute a nuisance to the 
reputation of  clubs they support. 
They should not be a threat to the 
development of  football in any guise. 
No matter the outcome/result of  
any match no body, no matter his/
her profile is permitted to physically/
verbally attack the match officials as 
well as team officials or display any 
act capable of  putting the game into 
disrepute.

They should help to monitor the 
out and field/camp behavior (code 
of  conduct) of  players and officials 
as over indulgencies in alcohol, hard 
drugs and clubbing affect the longevity 
of  players/officials. Discipline 
should be their watch word in their 
supportive role. I recommend for one 
united supporters club instead of  the 
fractionalization of  supporters club.

They should SWIM or SINK with 
the club they support without being 
violent and over partisan.

Support is not limited to only 
rendition of  songs at the stadium 
during matches. They should 
organize fund raising and healthy 
activities to assist the club.

Heartland FC supporters during a match 
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Special report 

T
he people of  Umunwanwa 
community in Umuahia 
South LGA of  Abia State 

have sent a Save Our Soul (SoS) 
call to the federal and Abia State 
governments to save their land 
from ecological catastrophe.

They fear that greater parts of  
the agrarian community may be 
cut off  in the next two years if  
concerned authorities fail to  act 
on the threat.

In an emotions-laden voice, 
the people of  Umunwanwa 
narrated that the gully erosion 
which  appeared in a small 
proportion some years ago, 
has now increased beyond the 
control of  local intervention, 
hence the federal ecological 
office in Abuja and Abia State 
government must intervene.

A recent visit to the 
community by the reporter 
showed that many business 
centres, churches, residential 
buildings and other commercial 
activities have been affected by 
the gully.

Also, many  owners of  houses 
close to the erosion site are now 
in a fix on where to relocate.

Some indigenes of  the 
town who spoke on the issue, 
wondered why successive 
administrations in Abia State 

Umunwanwa gully 
erosion may swallow 
church, houses

had not been able to tackle the 
problem, in collaboration with 
the federal government.

Mr. Fredrick Ndubuaku, 
an indigene who spoke on his 
people’s worries, said “This 
problem started many years ago 
and it is increasing every year. By 
2023, more  people will become 
homeless. More houses will  go 
down if  nothing is done.”

He regretted that his 
community which bubbled in 

business activities had been 
hit by the erosion problem, 
and appealed to all concerned 
agencies to save the people.

When contacted, the 
member representing Umuahia  
South in the Abia State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Jerry 
Uzosike who is an indigene of  
Umunwanwa, said the problem 
is beyond his capacity as he had 
done a lot to control the gully.

He however promised that the 

problem would be defeated if  the 
relevant authorities responded to 
his cries for help.

According to him, his visit to 
the national ecological office in 
Abuja could had not yielded the 
desired fruit as the Umunwanwa 
site was not included in the 
areas to be tackled by the federal 
government in 2021.

Uzosike also stated that he 
had invited Senator Theodore 
Orji of  Abia Central, the 

Nigeria Erosion and Watershed 
Project (NEWMAP) and other 
concerned agencies to the site, 
towards bringing a lasting 
solution to it.

He rejected reports in the 
media where he was accused of  
abandoning his constituents in 
the face of  the gully threats.

However, a veteran journalist 
and indigene of  Umuahia South 
LGA, Comrade Uche Nwosu 
has accused the Umuahia South 
representative, Jerry Uzosike of  
allegedly playing the ostrich as 
his subjects lose more properties 
to the Umunwanwa menace.

Nwosu, who spoke to News 
Echo on the gully erosion, 
wondered why 2023 political 
game would be more important 
to Hon. Uzosike than the lives 
and survival of  his kinsmen.

He maintained that the 
Umunwanwa-born  House of  
Assembly member was only 
playing to the gallery in the 
things that affect his constituents, 
especially the Umunwanwa 
erosion site, insisting that the 
legislator has not done enough 
on his people’s plight.

A tour around the community 
showed that St Peter’s Methodist 
Church, Umunwanwa and its 
adjourning areas, popularly 
known as Ama Peter are on the 
verge of  collapse, caused by the 
erosion challenge.

Community market and 
community water projects are 
also under threat by the crises.

The Chairman, House of  
Representatives committee 
on environment and member 
representing Ikwuano/Umuahia 
federal constituency in Umuahia, 
Hon Sam  Onuigbo could not be 
met in his office at 2.Aba road 
Umuahia to speak on the issue.

From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Umunwanwa gully erosion

Umunwanwa gully erosion
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I
t was a celebration of  life 
well spent though a sad one 
as the Traditional Ruler of  

Okoroduru- Ekwe Autonomous 
Community in Isu LGA of  Imo 
state, HRH Eze Igwe Fortunatus  
Awubenne Nwoke, Igwe 
Ohazurumee 1 of  Okoroduru-
Ekwe Autonomous Community 
was laid to rest on Wednesday 
22 with a requiem mass at St 
Ann’s Catholic parish Ebenator - 
Ekwe by his lordship Bishop A.T 
Ukwuoma.

According to the biography 
written by the family, Eze 
Ohazurumee was born on 
8th August 1942 to late Chief  
Nwokenochie Ohakosim Duruoha 
and his wife Mrs. Nwaelesikem 
Nwokenochie of  Umuduruugo 
Umuduruewuru Okoroduru-Ekwe 
in Isu local government Area. 
He was the only surviving son of  
the mother and was named Igwe 
from birth after the demise of  his 
siblings in appreciation to God for 
spearing his life. 

While growing up, his father 
and his uncle who were major 
palm oil dealers introduced him 
in the business and he established 
his own oil palm produce business. 
He prospered both financially and 
socially.

He was into grassroot politics 
before he became the king and as 
an active politician he contested 
for councillorship election in 1978.

 Igwe played a huge role in the 

struggle and quest for autonomy of  
Okoroduru-Ekwe in order to gain 
economic, financial emancipation 
and community development.

The community saw the need 
for an astute administrator to lead 
the embattled and traumatized 
people to an administrative bliss, 
he accepted to fill the gap as 
the community was abandoned 
for years without a standard 
leadership.

The Traditional Ruler was 
nominated and elected to rule by 
the Ohakosim Duruoha Royal 
Family because of  his commitment 
and wealth of  experience. He 

became the first traditional ruler 
of  the autonomous community as 
the Ohazurumee 1.

He was a devouted Christian 
and exhibited the fear of  God 
in his leadership as his reign was 
peaceful and experienced lots of  
development.

In his funeral oration, the 
eldest son of  the traditional ruler, 
Chief  Chidi Nwoke disclosed that 
the late father “lived and left  full 
memorable legacies of  humility, 
integrity and kindness”. He further 
disclosed that the father will be 
remembered for his love and care 
for his family as well as the entire 

By Ikenna Orioha

Idemili North Chairman cautions youths 
against drugs, distributes Christmas gifts

T
he Transition Committee 
Chairman, Idemili North 
Local Government Area 

(LGA), Chief  Asha Nnabuife 
has advised parents to ensure 
their children stay out of  crime 
and drugs during the Christmas 
celebration.

Nnabuife made the call at 
his country home, Nkpor while 
distributing over 1000 bags of  
rice, cash and other food items 
as Christmas gifts to neighbors, 
family, friends and All Progressive 
Grand Alliance, APGA party 
faithful.

According to him, ‘My 
Christmas message is that 
everyone should live a straight 
forward life. Live within your 
means. Ensure that you do not 
indulge in any form of  vices. 
“Parents should control their 
children. Make sure they are out 
of  crime, drugs and anything that 
will land them into trouble. I wish 
residents of  Idemili North merry 
Christmas and a happy new year.”

“In the mood of  the Christmas 
season, I do invite people of  my 
constituency Idemili North to 
rejoice with me including people 
who came out and cast their votes 

for APGA party.
“Beneficiaries included my 

immediate wards Nkpor Ward 
1and 2, twelve persons from each 
of  the 12 wards in Idemili North, 
467 polling unit agents, All APGA 
party LGA executives and various 
LGA executives of  Prof. Charles 
Soludo support groups.”

“It has been a tradition for the 
past 10 to 12 years. I ensure that 
people living around us celebrate 

the Christmas happily especially 
those who may not be able to 
afford what some of  us could 
afford”, said Nnabuife.

In his remarks, the APGA 
Chairman Idemili North, Chief  
Chuks Igboanua (Ezeoba Uke) 
explained that the cash gifts and 
other food items were not from 
LGA or State Governments’ 
coffers but an individual generosity 
from Chief  Asha Nnabuife.

By Grace Ofurum

Eze Igwe Awubenne Nwoke laid to rest

Late Nwoke

Isu lawmaker bags most affective 
legislator award from NUJ

of  Journalists 2021 Press Week 
held at the New Imo NUJ Secre-
tariat, Owerri, last Saturday. The 
program which was impressively 
intensifying, has “Media Partici-
pation in Security and Economic 
Development”, as theme.

Bestowing the award on the 
lawmaker on behalf  of  the coun-
cil, the National Trustee of  NUJ, 
Sir innocent Igwe noted that the 
award on her was due to her good 
representation to her people which 
centred mainly on empowerment, 
job or employment of  men and 
youths, creation of  commerce, in-
dustry and others.

According to Igwe, “her milk 
of  goodness knows no bounds. 
She has evidently used her posi-
tion to aid her constituents who 
came with different needs- having 
empowered over 200 women, 100 
youths and men. She was able to 
call attention of  state government 
to the deplorable condition of  
Umuakah Isu Road which led to 
it being awarded to NDDC for its 
repairs and currently making case 
for the Ekwe-Isu-Eziama-Obire 
Road”.

Identifying the awardee as a 
good person and a caring mother 
who gives society positive service, 
NUJ stressed that Hon. Ngozi 
Obiefule, is a “lover of  develop-

ment and commerce, as part of  
her signature projects and in fulfill-
ment of  her promise to the people 
of  Isu- initiated and single- hand-
edly built a 15 million naira ultra-
modern motor park with modern 
facilities for the use of  Isu people. 
Her outstanding, uncommon and 
infectious achievements across 
board have earned her the merit 
award.

Responding, the awardee, Rt. 
Hon. Ngozi Obiefule, known as 
an amazon, given her ingenuity, 
magnanimity, productivity and ca-
pacity, eulogized NUJ for finding 
her worthy for the honor which 
she said was highly cherished and 
appreciated.

The lawmaker who promised 
to enliven the award by doing 
more goodies for the people of  Isu 
who always express happiness and 
satisfaction with her performance 
in the state assembly, encouraged 
journalists on making solid effort 
in the positive drive of  Imo State. 
She also thanked God for strength-
ening her and her family, just as 
she prayed for God’s continued 
mercy, grace and protection of  
her constituents who she wished a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year- filled with prosperity, peace, 
pleasure, comfort, security and 
chivalry.

community.
He disclosed that the crowd 

that gathered to pay their last 
respect to him indicated that the 
father made lots of  impacts in the 
lives of  people. The last son and 
the Eze-elect, HRH Engr. Ezeugo 
Marksaviour Nwoke noted that 
the late father was a great father 
with virtue and expressed thanks 
to God for a life well spent. He 
promised to uphold the legacy and 
never to allow his empire to fall as 
the mantle of  leadership has fallen 
on him.

An illustrious son of  the 
community, Chief  Chuba Ohams, 
(Onwa Okoroduru) while speaking 
to newsmen maintained that the 
traditional ruler has a high profile 
of  being a community leader, a 
successful businessman, an astute 
administrator and urged those 
alive to emulate his good deeds 
and reflect over their ways of  life 

in order to adopt a proper lifestyle 
in the society to achieve greatness.

He noted that despite the 
vacuum in leadership that has been 
created, the community will still 
forge ahead to maintain the peace 
that is already being experienced.

In his words, the chairman of  
the Traditional council of  Ndieze, 
Isu local government, Eze B.C. 
Osuala stated that the traditional 
ruler was a man of  peace and 
prayed that the community will 
continue to experience peace even 
after the demise of  the king.

The member Representing Isu 
in the Imo state house of  Assembly, 
Hon. Mrs. Ngozi Obiefule urged 
the family to take solace and 
prayed God to fill the vacuum 
created by the death of  the ruler. 
The Traditional Ruler  is survived 
by his wife Ugoeze Veronica 
Nwoke, nine children, two sisters, 
twenty three grandchildren and a 
host of  other relations.

L
awmaker rep-
resenting Isu 
State Constit-

uency in Imo State 
House of  Assem-
bly, Rt. Hon. Ngozi 
Obiefule, has been 
honored with “Most 
Effective Legislator 
2021” by the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists 
(NUJ), Imo State 
council.

The award on 
the resiliently dis-
tinguished legis -
lator came during 
the grand finale of  
the Nigerian Union Obiefule

Idemili North Chairman, Chief  Asha Nnabuife presenting a bag of  rice to an elderly woman.
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Call us to order –  Uzodimma charges 
Imo Elders’ Council
G

overnor of  Imo State,  
Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma has charged 

the State’s Elders Council to 
call his leadership when it 
goes wrong.

Performing the ceremony 
at the old Executive Cham-
bers Government House Ow-
erri, the Governor said that 
the Elders Council is purely 
an adversary body and that 
they are to regularly interface 

with the government on how 
best to make the life of  Imo 
people better.

Governor Uzodimma said: 
“Imo State Elders Council is, 
therefore, like a conscience of  
the state through which both 
the Government and the cit-
izens are brought together 
to collectively appreciate the 
challenges and vista of  the 
state within a time frame. 
In other words, it serves as 

a two-way communication 
channel, bringing the needs 
and feelings of  the people to 
the government, while also 
relaying the government’s re-
sponse to the people.”

He explained that based on 
their age, social standing, ac-
complishments and nobility, 
they are expected to be men 
and women of  impeccable 
character who must stand up 
for the truth always.

He noted that government 
believes their contributions 
will always help government 
actions, adding ‘’these are the 
people that own the land.’’

His wo rds: “Whereas some 
people or leaders believe that 
they have a monopoly of  
knowledge, I am a firm believ-
er in the true practice of  de-
mocracy as the Government 
of  the people, by the people 
and for the people. This pre-
supposes consultation and 

Clark flays Obasanjo’s hatred
towards Niger Delta 

L
eader of  the Pan 
Niger Delta Forum 
and Chairman of  

the Board of  Trustees, 
Ijaw National Congress, 
Chief  Edwin Clark, on 
Wednesday slammed for-
mer President Olusegun 
Obasanjo over what he 
called a disappointing dis-
play of  hatred against the 
people of  the oil-produc-
ing states in Nigeria.

The elder statesman 
was reacting to a recent 
outburst by the former 
President in Abuja, where 
he attacked the Nation-
al Secretary of  the INC, 
Ebipamowei Wodu, at a 
peace and security parley 
convened by the Global 

Peace Foundation and Vi-
sion Africa.

From the forum themed 
‘Inclusive security dia-
logue: Unbundling bar-
riers, a strategic meeting 
for key influencers’, 
emerged a viral video 
in which Obasanjo was 
tackling Wodu for say-
ing the Ijaws were being 
treated like second 
class citizens in Nigeria 
despite producing the 
oil and gas resources 
that had sustained the 
country.

In an open letter to Oba-

sanjo on Wednesday titled, 
‘My disappointment over 
your unprovoked outburst 
against the people of  the 
Niger Delta region’, Clark 
accused the former Presi-
dent of  double standards 
over resource control in 
the country.

He said while Obasanjo 
talks tough and insists that 
resources found in any 
state belong to the entire 
country, he had kept mum 
over the gold reserve in 
Zamfara State.

Clark also noted that 
it was the practice of  the 
principle of  derivation in 
the 1960 Constitution, 
which allowed states am-
ple opportunity to benefit 

from their local natural 
resources, that enabled the 
old Western Region under 
Chief  Obafemi Awolowo 
to make the money that 
enabled it to “develop far 
ahead of  the then Eastern 
Region.”

 “Natural resources 
found in regions were con-
trolled by the people of  the 
regions in the country as 
enunciated in Section 140 
of  the 1960 Constitution.

“As a former military 
Head of  State of  Nige-
ria (1976-1979), and later 
a democratically elected 
President of  the country 
(1999-2007), I am certain 
Your Excellency knows 
that the principle of  der-

Dr. Ajoku Okechukwu �anked by family members during his inauguration/oath taking ceremony into Optometrists
and Dispensing Opticians Registration Board of Nigeria (ODORBN) in Imo State University Owerri on Wednesday.

Imo Speaker forfeits 
salary to youths

T
he Speaker Imo State 
House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Barr. Ken-

nedy Ibeh, has donated 100 
percent of  his monthly sal-
aries to the 6  APC  youth  
leaders of  the six local gov-
ernment areas of  Okigwe 
Senatorial district.

The local governments 
included Ehime Mbano, 
Isiala Mbano, Onuimo, 
Okigwe, Ihitte Uboma and 
Obowo. 

He made the unprece-
dented donation at APC 
State Party Secretariat, in 
Owerri on Tuesday.

The unusual donation 
was made through  a letter 
written by the Speaker him-
self, addressed to the Clerk 
of  the House, to pay 100 
percent of  his monthly  sal-
aries to the aforementioned.

The Speaker made the 
donation before APC State 
Chairman, Dr. MacDonald 
Ebere, the Vice Chairman, 
Hon. Mathew Omegara, the 
State Party Secretary, Hon. 
Greg Mmadu and other 
members of  the state work-
ing committee of  APC.

Ibeh while reading the 

authorization letter, said 
that the rare gesture of  do-
nating his entire salary to 
the youths was in support 
of  the effort of  Governor 
Hope Uzodinma to keep 
the party going. 

He informed that the new 
leadership of  IMHA  came 
on board with a new atti-
tude of  sacrifice, a sacrifice 
to contribute in  making  
the party unbeatable. He 
hailed the support of  the 
deputy Speaker, Rt. Hon. 
Amara Iwuanyanwu, the 
Chief  Whip, Hon. Chigozie 
Nwaneri and other mem-
bers IMHA.

According to him, the 
leader of  APC   in Imo 
State, His Excellency, Sen. 
Hope Uzodinma, knows 
the way, hence the party is 
well positioned to win elec-
tion anytime, anywhere, 
any place.  

The party Chairman, 
Dr. MacDonald Ebere, 
described the generosity 
as ‘Olympian act that has 
never happened in the past 
before”. He said that with 
such attention given to the 
youths, crime will be a thing 
of  the past.

participation by all the com-
ponent parts of  the society. 
I acknowledge the fact that 
it is the duty of  government 
to provide infrastructure. In 
addition, the protection of  
lives and property is also the 
primary duty of  government. 
But, being accountable to 
the people as a government 
is a choice that a democrat-
ic-minded leader makes for 
the sake of  posterity.

“This precisely is why I 
have set up the Imo Elders 
Council. Given the ugly expe-
rience of  the past, when one 
man and his family cornered 
the patrimony of  the state, 
I am more than determined 
to change the narrative. The 
other day, they were mocking 
me that I have only one land, 
which to their warped minds, 
translates to naivety because 
I didn’t acquire acres of  land 
to establish industries. But, to 

the glory of  God, I stand be-
fore you to reiterate the fact 
that I am not in government 
to corruptly enrich myself  
and my family. 

“Indeed, my dogged fight 
against rancid corruption in 
the state is a direct invitation 
for people to put their search-
light on me. Members of  the 
Elders Council and the entire 
people of  the state are invited 
to scrutinize what I am doing. 
They should feel free to raise 
the alarm if  I or anyone in my 
government derails. If  we had 
been doing that in the past, we 
would not have experienced 
the mindless looting that took 
place in the recent past.

“I am happy, however, to 
inform you that in tandem 
with our shared prosperity 
agenda encapsulated in Re-
construction, Rehabilitation 
and Recovery, we have em-
barked upon the total recov-

ery of  all stolen assets of  the 
state. We have recovered the 
shell Camp land. We have 
recovered the K. O Mbadiwe 
University. We are also going 
ahead with our resolve to en-
sure that those who tampered 
with the state assets are held 
to accountry.

“This means that the gov-
ernment is not relenting in its 
efforts to enthrone order in 
governance. That also means 
that the Elders Council has a 
lot of  responsibilities and con-
tributions to make in ensuring 
that Government does what it 
should, which is to deliver its 
mandate to the people.:

Governor Uzodimma re-
minded them that it was be-
cause such body never existed 
in the past that “previous ad-
ministrations balkanised and 
shared the collective wealth 
of  the State and the State 
slipped into comatose.”

Lawmaker donates food, cash 
to constituents
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he member repre-
senting Ohafia North 
State constituency, 

Hon. Mandela Obasi has put 
smiles on the faces of  his con-
stituents as part of  the activ-
ities heralding the Christmas 
celebration.

The lawmaker had during 
the event which took place at 
his country home Abiriba, in 
Ohafia local government area 
distributed about 170 bags of  
rice with cash donations to 
the six INEC electoral wards 
that make up Ohafia North 
State constituency.

He seized the opportunity 
to appreciate the support giv-
en to him by the constituents, 

which made his job of  ef-
fective representation easier 
and assured that he will not 
let them down, rather would 
attract more dividends of  
democracy to Ohafia North 
State constituency.

Obasi also encouraged 
them to be mindful of  COV-
ID-19 pandemic which   is 
still ravaging the world, 
hence the need to  strictly ob-
serve all the protocols hand-
ed down by the government 
and NCDC.
Responding on behalf  of  
the stakeholders, a former 
Commissioner for Trans-
port, Chief  Mrs. Nnenna 
Obewu Onwuka eulogized 
the sterling performance of  
the lawmaker at the House 
of  Assembly.
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Umahi inaugurates Ebubeagu security
outfit, says it has come to stay

From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi  of  Ebonyi 
State has inaugurat-
ed the Ebonyi State 

Command of  the South East 
Security outfit codenamed 
“Ebubeagu”

Inaugurating the outfit at the 
Pa Ngele Oruta Township Sta-
dium Abakaliki, Umahi said 
the Ebubeagu security  has 
come to stay.

“Let me say that the outfit is 
not politically motivated, those 
who have been sponsoring in-
security in the State who are 
against the Ebubeagu should 
go to Court as this outfit would 
never be disbanded.”

He said the inauguration was 
to further strengthen the legal 
backing for the security outfit 
in complementing the Police 
and other security agencies in 
stamping out insecurity in the 
State. “Today, history is being 
made, seeing these gallant men 
and women that are members 
of  the South East Ebubeagu 
Security.

“Let me say that before now, 
we have always had the Neigh-
borhood Watch and when we 
said there was a need for uni-
formity, we brainstormed and 
we came up with the South 
East regional Ebubeagu Secu-
rity Outfit.

“I can say that over seven-
ty percent of  the Governors 
in the South East have signed 
Ebubeagu into Law, Ebonyi 
State was the second, Imo 
State was the first.

“Let me commend the han-
dlers, what I saw today is en-
couraging, the match pass was 
excellent, I am being encour-
aged to challenge the HAG to 

extend this outfit to provide 
employment to our people and 
make it pensionable.

“So it is my view that in 
2022, we will make this outfit 
employable, the function of  
Ebubeagu is to assist the Police 
in carrying out activities that 
would guarantee law and or-
der in the society, so let me say 
that this is not alternate Police, 
there should be no altercations, 
we will not fight the Police, we 
will not disobey the Police.

While warning members of  
the Security outfit against over-
zealousness, announced that 
the outfit has a Provost Mar-
shall who would be disposed to 
receiving reports of  infractions 
to ensure maximum confidence 
of  the people on the outfit.

Governor Umahi lauded the 
Ebubeagu Security outfit for 
the existing partnership with 
the Police which has led to rel-
ative peace in the State.

“We the Governors of  the 
South East zone have extended 
olive branch to our youths who 
have been brainwashed who 
are in the bushes, we are com-
mitted to reintegrating them 
and making them useful mem-
bers of  the society.

“Ebubeagu is not there to 
fight any legal or illegal group 
but to assist the Police to root 
out criminals, so that is their 
mandate.

While announcing that the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo and Leaders 
of  the zone were on course to 
find a political solution to the 
challenges of  the South East 
region, Governor Umahi not-
ed that President Muhammadu 
Buhari would be visiting the 
State early next year, assuring 
that Ebonyi people would roll 
out their drums to give Mr. 
President a rousing welcome.

The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of  Internal Securi-

ty, Border Peace and Conflict 
Resolution, Chief  Ogbonnaya 
Otta commended Governor 
David Nweze Umahi for his 
thoughtfulness in inaugurating 
the Outfit which he observed 
would complement the con-
ventional Security Agencies in 
tackling insecurity in the State.

“Today is very historic in the 
annals of  the history of  Ebonyi 
State because today is the day 
the Ebubeagu Security outfit is 
inaugurated.

“On assumption of  office, His 
Excellency took some meas-
ures aimed at strengthening the 
security situation towards pro-
tecting the lives and properties 
of  people of  the State.

“The Neighborhood Watch 
programme is the solution to 
this in order not only to assist 
the Police to safeguard the peo-

ple but also to provide employ-
ment to a vast number of  Eb-
onyi youths.

Chief  Ottah said the inau-
guration became necessary to 
give legal backing to the secu-
rity outfit which was already 
doing wonders in their duties.

He expressed hope that with 
the inauguration, all the Gov-
ernment utilities would be ef-
fectively secured in addition to 
beefing up the security status of  
the State.

“The Ebubeagu Security, Eb-
onyi State Command has been 
structured from the Zone to the 
State with a Commander down 
to the Local Government Are-
as.

“They are well trained, well 
equipped to carry out their se-
curity duties and police the en-
tire state.”
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In 2022, we will make this 
outfit employable, the 

function of Ebubeagu is
 to assist the Police in 
carrying out activities 

that would guarantee law
 and order in the society,
 so let me say that this is

 not alternate Police, 
there should be no 

altercations, we will not
 fight the Police, we will
 not disobey the Police

“

A cross-section of Ebubeagu Security
Gov. Umahi saluting Ebubeagu Security at the inuagu-
ration

Gov. Umahi at Pa Ngele Oruta Township Stadium, Abakaliki
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rocks a mini little black dress 
with purple hair. This best-
seller dress was made by 
2207 by Tbally. 

Mercy 
Mercy makes a strong 

case for the little black dress 
with a criss-cross as its upper 
design. This look is very 
workwear if  paired with a 
jacket. 

Cee C 
Cee C shows us how to 

rock the little black dress in 
this short lace outfit. It is very 
much like a dinner party 

hatu Garko is the new 

SMiss Nigeria.

She became the first Hijab-
wearing Muslim to win the 
Miss Nigeria beauty contest 
on Friday, December 17, 2021. 

Here are five things to 
know about the new Miss 
Nigeria. 

� At 18 years of  age, 
she is the youngest winner of  
the Miss Nigeria contest 
which has been going on for 64 
years.

� S h e  l ove s  h o r s e 
riding.

� She is  an ardent 
adherer to the Islam faith. She 
loves to wear the hijab and 
believes her religious faith 
does not deter her from 
contesting in beauty contests.

� She is from Kano 
State.

� She emerged the 
winner and won acash prize of  
N10 million naira, a new 
apartment, and a car.

f  there was a fashion Iuniversity, there would 
be a course called the 

little black dress, popularly 
c a l l e d  t h e  L B D.  T h e 
wardrobe  s t ap l e  has  a 
celebrated and long history 
from the days of  Aubrey 
Hepburn to modern times. 

Many ex-Big Brother 
Naija housemates have taken 
on the little black dress a few 
times. How did they do? 
Here are some of  the looks: 

Tacha 
Starting with Tacha, she 

look. 
Erica 
E r i c a  ex p l o r e s  t h e 

dramatic sleeves in her take 
on this classic wear. 

Nengi 
Nengi reminds us of  

Neo from The Matrix in her 
version of  the little black 
dress. She wears a mini skirt 
and pairs it with a jacket. 

These  queens  have 
shown us the different ways 
to rock this staple. Whether 
as a workwear look or a party 
look, it is easy to switch it up. 

Ex-BBN housemates take on the little black dress 

5 facts about Miss Nigeria
2021

Read & advertise
in NEWS ECHO
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship

Christmas. Or send you 
presents, so that you too 
can PEPPER all your 
enemies. 

If  you're ready to 
deduct yourself  from the 
percentage of  “singles” in 
Nigeria. I have some quick 
advice for you. 

1: Get a cardboard 
and marker: there's a 
special reason why buying 
cardboard and not just any 
board. Also, please make 
sure that the color of  the 
marker is Red. As in Red in 

Love. Do you get? 
2. Buy anointing oil: 

make sure that the type of  
anointing oil that you will be 
buying is the one that is inside 
bottle o. Don't buy something 
that is inside plastic and expect 
it to work. 

3. Identify the nearest T-
Junction close to you: T 
junctions are prophetic. 

Now, this is where you 
come in… 

Dip a finger into the 
anointing oil; use it to anoint 
your forehead, and your feet. 

Write your name on your 
cardboard with the red marker. 
Make sure that you write 
boldly such that everyone can 
see it. Specify the type of  
partner that you're looking to 

find. 
Now trek to the third 

mainland bridge. You know 
that if  you enter the bus, you 
cannot find a husband. It's 
when you're trekking that your 
prince charming can find you; 
I learnt this lesson from Jim 
Iyke and Omotola Jolade. 

e are still a long way 

Wfrom being a society 
t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h 

menstruation properly, but it is past 
time to begin the process, and one 
important step in that direction is 
teaching our men how to act when 
their partners are going through 
periods.

Because our attitudes toward 
m e n s t r u a t i n g  w o m e n  a r e 
particularly regressive, with a good 
mix of  taboos in our "culture," 
Nigerian men must go above and 
beyond to make women feel at ease 
during their periods. 

Before we get into the details, 
remember this golden rule: it's all 
about her for those few days. It is all 
about HER, not about what YOU 
think or feel .  Unless you're 
convulsing on the floor, she's the 
one who's having a hard time, not 
you. 

Don't be smug about it 
Understand and acknowledge 

that this is a difficult time. It is 
indeed as excruciatingly painful as 
she claims. You can't possibly 
imagine going through that kind of  
pain every month, so don't pretend 
you do. Simply acknowledging that 
you understand her pain and that 
you are there for her is a good first 
step. Don't tell her it's not a big deal; 
it is for her. And, as a caring 
partner, you should try to assist. 

It's not disgusting, and she's 
not ill 

If  you keep watching Game of  
Thrones after all the bloodletting, 
you'll become accustomed to a 
natural  process.  Stop being 
disgusted, and reassure her that she 
isn't disgusting, period or no 
period. Also, it isn't a disease or 
illness, so don't treat her that way. 

B e  n i c e  t o  h e r  b u t  n o t 
patronizing 

Be patient and make her feel 
better. Endure it and move on if  she 
is hyperventilating. Don't be 
irritated by her nervousness. Pay 
attention to her, and be courteous, 
but don't belittle her. 

Assist her in every way you 
can 

You should also help her with 

her chores. Finish work early and 
avoid social gatherings during this 
time. Wash her clothes, clean the 
kitchen, go grocery shopping, cook 
dinner, and if  she asks you to get 
water from the refrigerator while 
she relaxes on the couch watching a 
romantic comedy, just do it. It isn't 
going to kill you. 

Provide her with physical 
support 

Give her a warm hug, and if  
you have large hands, give her a 
relaxing massage. A back rub or a 
foot massage can be extremely 
beneficial. Allow her to sit on your 
lap and cuddle if  she so desires. 
Taking her hand in yours could 
help her feel better. 

Do whatever you can to make 
her feel better 

If  she requests something, just 
give it to her. Get her some sanitary 
napkins and medicines. Book the 
tickets if  she wants to go to the 
movies, and get the car out as soon 
as possible if  she wants to return 
halfway. Reserve a table for her if  
she wants to go out for the evening. 
Allow her to remain alone in her 
room if  she wishes. Anything she 
loves, have them at the ready. 

Suggest healthy habits, but 
don't lecture 

You can recommend healthy 
habits such as avoiding junk food 
and eating a balanced diet, as well 
as abstaining from intoxicants. But 
don't make suggestions; she already 
knows what she wants. If  it's a habit 
you want her to break, wait until 
her periods are finished. 

Make  yourse l f  sexua l ly 
available 

This is crucial. Some women 
become horny during or shortly 
after their periods. There is a 
perception that this can be a messy 
affair; some people believe this, 
while others do not. No one can 
make someone have sex, but if  she's 
horny, getting into the sack with her 
and doing whatever she wants, 
however she wants it, can be a nice 
gesture. You can clean it up later if  
it's a mess. Don't forget to change 
the sheets when she's finished; it's 
your responsibility. 

Throughout the journey, 
make sure that you hold your 
cardboard over your head so 
everyone can see it boldly. 

I'm sure that by the time 
you try this seven times in one 
week, your husband or wife 
will find you. 

i n d i n g  B a e Fespecially in Lagos 
i s  b e c o m i n g  a 

spiritual exercise; only the 
“spiritual” can discern lest 
you be served breakfast (a 
word used to describe 
heartbreak). 

If  you're still single by 
this time of  the year. It's 
not a good sign at all. 
Whether as a lady or a 
man, you must be able to 
find that “one” that would 
wear matching pajamas 
w i t h  y o u  d u r i n g 

he reveals her deepest 

Ssecrets and bears with 
you what no one else 

can attempt with her.
How does a man know 

that a woman likes him? 
What are the things to 

watch out for? 
There isn't a water-tight 

sys tem to  knowing as 
women are different in their 
emotional constructs. 

Regardless, experience 
has shown that when you 
notice her doing a number 
the things listed below for 
you, you should know that 
chances are high that she 
really likes you, for she 
would never do them for 
someone who does not 
mean much to her. 

1. Dresses up 
T h i s  d o e s  n o t 

necessarily mean she wears 
her best dress every time just 
for  you,  i t  means  she 
actually makes effort to 
impress you. 

2. She lets her jealousy 
show 

Women generally like 
to  hide  thei r  jea lousy 
because to do this, it means 
they are willing to let their 
vulnerability show, and they 
would never do that unless 
they really like you. 

That's the only time it's 
ever worth it. 

3. Reveals her deepest 
secrets 

While girls might tell 
peop le  some  pa r t s  o f  
themselves, they reserve 
their deepest, most intimate, 
even darkest and dirtiest 
secrets to someone they 
really trust, someone they 
truly like. 

4. Admits her feelings 
for you 

Women hate putting 
their feelings out there 
except they can no longer 
help it. 

So if  she's spilling her 
heart out to you, believe her, 
she has to really mean it. 

5 .  I n d u l g e s  y o u r 
excesses 

If  she likes you, then 
she'll let you get away with a 

lot more than you should. 
Things that other men 

[and even her own friends] 
will never get away with, 
she'll permit them if  it's you 
doing them. 

This is not an excuse to 
in tent ional ly  mal t rea t 
women. 

But, if  by chance, you 
are yet to really get your act 
r i g h t ,  a n d  a  w o m a n 
repeatedly lets you go scot 
free, best believe she really 
likes you. 

6. Food 
H a .  W h a t ' s  l o v e 

without a sprinkle of  good 
edible flavours and great 
meals? 

h e n  yo u  ge t 

Wmarried,  you 
t h i n k  y o u ' l l 

never get a lonely moment 
in your life again because 
you have a partner, but that 
is not always the case. 
Loneliness affects many 
couples worldwide, and 
one partner, especially the 
w o m a n ,  c a n  f e e l 
emotionally abandoned. 

Marriage and loneliness 
are almost opposites, but 
loneliness is natural for 
many couples. You might 
be wondering why you or 
your partner feels lonely in 

one another. The distance 
continues to widen as the 
behavior becomes constant, 
and it would reach a point 
when the marriage can't be 
saved again. 

When you and your 
partner have incompatible 
schedules, you can wreak 
havoc on your marital 
bond, but only if  you allow 
it. Of  course, compromise 
i s  e s sen t ia l  fo r  ever y 
relationship, but don't let it 
come down to whose job is 
more stressful or essential. 
Ins tead ,  d i scuss  your 
schedule with your partner 
so you both can know the 
next step to take. 

2. Fear of Your Spouse 
I f  yo u r  p a r t n e r  i s 

physically or emotionally 
abusive, and you live in fear, 
you spend a great deal of  
time avoiding them and 
living in loneliness. In 
addition, during the early 
stage of  your marriage, 
your abusive partner may 
have isolated you from 
friends and family, so you 
may feel like you have no 
one to turn to. If  you are 
married to an abusive 
partner, be vocal about it 
and seek help so it won't 
affect you. 

3. No Sexual Intimacy 
Couples that rarely 

share sexual moments are 
bound to be lonely. Even 
little displays of  affection 
like a good morning kiss or 
a good hug can go a long 
way in rekindling the love 
you have for your partner. If  
you don't get intimate with 
your partner often, it can 
cause loneliness and other 
problems in the long run. 
Now that you know what's 
causing your loneliness, 
start trying to rekindle that 
sexual flame you once had 
with your partner. 

your marriage, perhaps the 
love you shared has started 
fading, or the connection 
you once had isn't there 
anymore. Below are some 
c o m m o n  c a u s e s  o f  
loneliness in marriages and 
how to deal with them. 

1. Hectic Schedules 
Does one of  you come 

home after the other is 
asleep or leave before the 
other wakes up? If  so, this 
can be the primary cause of  
loneliness in the marriage. 
Hectic schedules can make 
you distant from your 
partner and lose touch with 

It might be because she 
is just nice, but of  course, if  
she always invites you over 
to come enjoy homemade 
meals, just know there is a 
special feeling attached to it. 

7. She goes goofy 
Women want to be 

classy for the whole world. 
With you, however, it goes 
deeper than that. 

She's willing to show 
you her goofy, playful side. 

8. She loves you with 
those quirks 

What your  f r iends 
laugh at you for, she may 
absolutely find it cute and 
endearing. 
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Controversy

As Buhari declines assent to Electoral 
Act Amendment Bill; matters arising
By Bright C. J. Okereke

P
resident Buhari’s re-
fusal to assent to the 
2021 Electoral Act 
Amendment bill has 

generated mixed reactions 
among Nigerians with many 
believing both efforts in fu-
tility and ploy to rig the 2023 
general elections. The much 
anticipated Electoral Act 
Amendment Bill 2021 which 
both the Senate and the House 
of  Representatives deliberated 
extensively on the report of  the 
Conference Committee on the 
bill is gradually becoming ridi-
culed by President Buhari.

President Buhari, accord-
ing to the letter transmitted 
to the Senate, refused to sign 
the bill, citing the Direct pri-
maries as approved by the Na-
tional Assembly for picking 
candidates by political parties 
in the amended Electoral Act 
would cause trouble among 
the political parties and there-
fore injurious to the political 
atmosphere, insisting that the 
inclusion of  the mandatory di-
rect primaries in the bill might 
pose financial, legal and secu-
rity challenges.

In the bill, the National As-
sembley allowed the use of  
electronic voting and trans-
mission of  results from poll-
ing units, at the discretion of  
the electoral umpire, INEC 
and also approved that direct 
primaries be the only mode of  
primary election for political 
parties.

Analyzing his assertions, 
Buhari reportedly believed 
that conducting direct primary 
elections will be tasking, ex-
plaining that since such mode 
of  election means a large turn-
out of  voters, the move would 
stretch the security agencies. 
He equally feared that with di-
rect primaries, citizens’ rights 
will be violated while small-
er political parties may face 
marginalisation. According to 
him, the move will also lead to 
more litigation by party mem-
bers.

Buhari’s most recent move 
followed debates over the 
Electoral Act Amendment Bill 
which he was supposed to sign 
on or before December 19th, 
2021.

Earlier, presidential spokes-
man Garba Shehu had argued 
that whatever his principal 
decides to do concerning the 
Electoral Act Amendment 
Bill, will not affect his public 
perception.

It be recalled that the Na-
tional Assembly had on No-

vember 19, 2021 transmitted 
the bill to President Buhari 
for assent in line with Section 
58(4) of  the 1999 Constitution 
that “Where, a bill is present-
ed to the President for assent, 
he shall within 30 days thereof  
signify that he assents or that 
he withholds assent.”

With the expiration of  the 
date for assent, the National 
Assembly was expected to do 
the needful which as a matter 
of  urgency, is to override Bu-
hari’s Veto, by two-thirds of  
its members at separate sit-
tings because his reservations 
about the Electoral Act 2010 
Amendment Bill means he has 
withheld his assent and cast 
doubt on the rationality of  the 
lawmakers to review or amend 
the contentious provisions of  
the Act.

After all, this will not be the 
first time in Nigeria, even in 
this Fourth Republic; the Na-
tional Assembly will carry out 
such an action if  the President 
fails to sign a bill that went 
through due legislative process 
and the harmonized version 
passed the president for assent.

In 2000, the National As-
sembly, under the chairman-
ship of  Anyim Pius Anyim, 
overrode President Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s veto of  the Niger 

Delta Development Commis-
sion (NDDC) Establishment 
Bill.

Therefore, the NASS should 
extricate itself  from public odi-
um and disrespect by going 
ahead to override President 
Buhari who is APC. History 
stares NASS in the face if  in-
deed it is not a rubber stamp.

Surprisingly, the Senate on 
Wednesday failed to override 
the veto of  the President on 
the Electoral Act Amendment 
bill as the President of  the Sen-
ate, Dr Ahmad Lawan, after 
an executive session, said the 
lawmakers had decided to take 
the President’s rejection of  the 
bill to their constituencies dur-
ing Christmas and New Year 
holidays before deciding on 
the next line of  action.

A former President of  the 
Senate, Dr Bukola Saraki, has 
urged the National Assembly 
to act fast on the Electoral Act.

Saraki, in a statement on 
Wednesday, said the National 
Assembly must either override 
the president’s decline of  as-
sent or remove the contentious 
provision on direct primaries.

He said, “Now that the Presi-
dent has conveyed his decision 
to decline assent to the Elec-
toral Act [amendment] Bill, I 
am sure that I speak on behalf  
of  millions of  Nigerians in 

urging the National Assembly 
to act fast.

“This is because we cannot 
sit back and allow one conten-
tious clause to throw away all 
the positives in the proposed 
Electoral Act [amendment] 
Bill. At this point, two options 
are open to the National As-
sembly. They either veto the 
president’s decline of  assent 
or remove the contentious pro-
vision on direct primaries and 
send it back to the president 
for his assent.”

However, the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party’s caucus in the 
House has vowed to mobilise 
for overriding the President on 
the bill.

The leader of  the caucus, 
Kingsley Chinda, in a state-
ment issued on Wednesday, 
alleged that Buhari refused to 
sign the bill into law due to the 
provision for electronic trans-
mission of  election results and 
not restriction of  political par-
ties to direct primary as the 
President noted in his letter to 
the National Assembly.

Chinda’s statement was ti-
tled ‘Save Nigeria now from 
Buhari: PDP Caucus Law-
makers Cry Out…Say Nige-
ria Seized by Hostage Takers, 
Bandits, Terrorists…As Mr 
President Shows Utter Disdain 

for Constitution…Calls on Bu-
hari to Resign.’

The statement partly read, 
“On the issue of  the Electoral 
Act amendment bill, the cau-
cus expressed concerns that in 
the past one month, Nigerians 
have waited on General Bu-
hari to give assent to the elec-
toral reform bill passed to him 
by the National Assembly.

“As was postulated in sev-
eral quarters, he has declined 
assent to same, using the cost 
of  direct primaries as a decoy. 
The untold reason of  declining 
is to avoid the electronic trans-
mission of  results which will 
improve the credibility of  the 
electoral system.”

Meanwhile, the PDP has 
accused the APC of  scuttling 
the signing of  the bill because 
some key provisions in the bill 
would undermine the APC’s 
grand design to rig the 2023 
general elections.

In a statement by its National 
Publicity Secretary, Debo Olo-
gunagba, the opposition party 
claimed the APC had been in 
trepidation of  the amendment 
to the Electoral Act, due main-
ly to the provision of  electron-
ic transmission of  election 
results, which will completely 
eliminate the APC’s manipula-
tions and alteration of  results 
at elections.”

Buhari Lawan



If there is one president who Nigerians 
believed should give them a credible 
electoral reform, it is without doubts 

Buhari, who condemned the system as 
opposition after three unsuccessful or 

abortive tries from 2003 to 2011. Evolving 
a better electoral system requires constant 

amendments that follow every electoral 
cycle. Nigeria is not interrogating her 
systems and the �aws therein even as 

amendments to electoral laws keep heating 
up the polity in a back and forth dispute 

and delay after 2010 general amendment. 

“

“
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Electoral Act Amendment 
Bill and Buhari’s Christmas 
Gift to the Nation 
W

hen a few days ago he 
affirmed before the 
international community 

that he will ensure free, fair and 
credible elections come 2023, perhaps 
it escaped President Buhari, whose 
supporters tout as ‘Mr. Integrity,’ 
that the Electoral Act Amendment 
Bill waiting for his assent posed a 
potential integrity test for him and his 
government of  ‘change.’ That after 
his ‘consultations,’ the president, for 
the fifth time, declined assent to the 
bill speaks to the fact that Buhari 
may have other legacies, good or 
ill, to bequeath Nigeria but perhaps 
certainly not a robust electoral system 
better than what he inherited. This 
is not the first time the president is 
declining his assent to the bill, he 
did a similar thing in 2018 citing 
‘nearness’ of  the general elections. 

The last holistic amendment of  
the Electoral Act in Nigeria was in 
2010, under President Yar’Adua of  
blessed memory, which amended 
the 2006 Electoral Act, the first ever 
in our Fourth Republic. Having 
called the election that produced him 
‘flawed,’ President Yar’Adua further 
asserted at the 33rd Summit of  G8 
Nations in Germany that the greatest 
challenge facing the Nigerian polity 
as it were was the electoral system. 
Back home, the next thing the late 
president did towards fixing the 
electoral process was to inaugurate 
the Justice Uwais Committee, the 
report of  which came up with the 
best ever amendment there is to our 
electoral laws, but was sadly killed by 
the then National Assembly members. 
President Buhari, rather than use the 
framework of  the Uwais report or 
adopt the recommendations therein 
to carry out wide electoral reforms, 
hastily set up the Ken Nnamani 
Committee in 2016, another electoral 
jamboree which ended in ruse. Today, 
the president has flatly declined 
assent to the amendment bill having 
only partially considered items like 
the so-called ‘Not Too Young to Run 
Bill,’ limitation of  tenure of  office of  
a deputy governor or vice president 
who succeeds a deceased governor 
or president to a single term limit and 
other sundry items, all largely pre-
election maters. 

The recent rejection of  the bill this 
time was hinged on the issue of  direct 
party primary election as inserted 
therein. According to the president, 
direct party primary elections could: 
be more expensive than the indirect, 
as not all parties ‘could muster 
the finance to fund’ such exercise; 
overstretch the security architecture 
of  the state; infringe on the rights of  
Nigerians; alienate smaller political 
parties; be easily manipulated by 
incumbent office holders seeking 
re-election and so on. What the 
president appears to be telling 200 
million Nigerians, his employers, was 
that other vital provisions of  the bill 
like electronic transmission of  results 
remain discardable items because of  
one clause - mode of  party primary 
election! Even when the president, 
who himself  is a product of  direct 
party primary election, could have 
done better! 

While it is right to consider the 
positions and excuses advanced by the 
president, there are also far-reaching 
benefits of  direct party primary 

election of  which the president, his 
team of  advisers and ministers are 
not oblivious. The Nigerian kind 
of  democracy is not the grassroots-
based or pro-people type, it is entirely 
elitist; and this is what systems 
like indirect primary election have 
sustained for yonks. For example, 
while direct party primary may be 
costlier than indirect (on the part of  
the party), the former broadens and 
encourages participatory democracy 
and by extension internal democracy 
as all card-carrying members of  the 
parties will have a say with their 
votes. Presently, not all card-carrying 
members of  political parties get to 
take part in the selection of  candidates 
at intra-party level. It has always been 
the preserve of  a few - like governors, 
political has-beens and other bigwigs - 
within the party to draw the delegates 
list and this has stymied popular 
consent with monetary inducement 
and gratification enthroned as a 
piece of  political culture since the 
few delegates, as against all party 
members, could be bought over. We 
all recall how during the last PDP 
presidential primary election party fat 
cats and moneybags threw a confetti 

pyramid’ standing on its tip or point 
instead of  its base. Truth is, using the 
pyramidal illustration, the base of  
every democracy is its foot, which 
forms the grassroots on which such 
system stands, but ours, as elitist as 
it is, remains the direct opposite of  
this. This has further narrowed the 
leadership selection process and 
lowered the quality of  candidates 
so elected as against direct primary 
which tends to give credibility to 
popular candidates and power to the 
people rather than to the governors or 
a few party higher-ups. 

The fear entertained by the 
president that direct primary election 
could overstretch the security 
architecture of  the state though 
logical is nothing new and may 
not stand because such primary 
election, which at most remains 
an isolated affair of  the political 
party so involved, is not going to 
be as cumbersome and complex 
as the quadrennials held general 
elections where all the political 
parties - sometimes numbering over 
50 are involved in same elections 
happening on the same date across 
all wards, councils and states within 

candidates that had so far emerged 
from that process had hardly come 
from any consensual arrangement 
agreed upon by an overwhelming 
majority within the party, rather it 
has always been about few persons, 
either ‘stakeholders’ or ‘National 
Working Committee’ or ‘Board of  
Trustees’ deciding who gets what, 
how and when. Parties in Nigeria, 
especially those who wear and bear 
the tag of  ‘progressives’ or ‘peoples’ 
need to begin a political realignment 
programe that accommodates all 
members than just a cliquish few. 

We all remember that even the 
APC whose constitution - unlike the 
main opposition, the PDP - did not 
say much about consensus candidacy, 
presented President Buhari with 
automatic ticket as its ‘sole candidate’ 
during what the party called ‘parallel’ 
presidential primary election prior 
to 2019 general elections. In fact, 
APC had adopted the direct mode of  
primary election - same Buhari now 
rejects - as its system of  leadership 
selection with Buhari, who was in 
far away America attending the 
73rd Session of  the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA), 

withholds his assent to any bill or 
instrument the National Assembly 
transmits to him/her with two-thirds 
majority votes at both chambers and 
legislative concurrence. But how far 
the National Assembly can really 
go is an entirely different ball game 
as this is the fifth time the president 
is rejecting the same bill after series 
of  inputs had been made by the 
National Assembly. This bill may yet 
go the way of  previous amendments 
before it because there is a sense in 
which a greater majority of  Nigerians 
see as a rubber stamp chamber 
the current Ninth Assembly under 
Gbajabiamila and Lawan; something 
entirely different from Saraki and 
Dogara-led eighth Assembly. The fact 
that the ultimate object of  the Ninth 
Assembly is to achieve a ‘healthy 
relationship’ with the executive, as 
once theorised by Senate President 
Ahmed Lawan, may well get in the 
way of  the passage of  the bill since 
the National Assembly may not be 
willing to sacrifice such friendship for 
a matter like electoral amendment. 

The fact that Nigerians have 
only witnessed only one holistic 
amendment to her 2006 first ever 
electoral laws in 2010 means that 
Nigerians are being shortchanged 
and have not therefore had as part 
of  its electoral laws many of  the 
healthy conversations so far held 
on improving the electoral system 
with three Assemblies (the seventh, 
eighth and ninth Assembly) after four 
electoral cycles of  2011, 2015 and 
2019. 

If  there is one president who 
Nigerians believed should give 
them a credible electoral reform, 
it is without doubts Buhari, who 
condemned the system as opposition 
after three unsuccessful or abortive 
tries from 2003 to 2011. Evolving 
a better electoral system requires 
constant amendments that follow 
every electoral cycle. Nigeria is not 
interrogating her systems and the 
flaws therein even as amendments 
to electoral laws keep heating up the 
polity in a back and forth dispute and 
delay after 2010 general amendment. 

However, the only thing cheering 
about it all is the fact that while the 
National Assembly was still stuck 
in the politics of  a letter of  rejection 
from the presidency, INEC Chairman 
Prof. Mahmoud Yakubu in a meeting 
with state Residential Electoral 
Commissioners (RECs) hinted at the 
Commission’s resolve to go on with 
electronic transmission of  results and 
INEC result viewing (IReV) portal in 
spite of  the politics of  the day. Since 
its establishing laws and electoral 
laws empower INEC to manage and 
conduct elections as an ‘independent’ 
umpire, the Commission may not 
be needing any input from anyone 
to achieve its mandate of  ensuring 
smooth and credible elections. 
Howbeit, INEC is a creation of  the 
law and does need a regulatory legal 
framework to work, how it achieves 
all this outside a legal provision 
remains to be seen. This perhaps 
could be the Commission’s token 
to the Nigerian electorate. For now, 
Buhari, by declining his assent to 
the bill has given the nation his best, 
a Christmas present which may be a 
fait accompli because Buhari has the 
kind of  National Assembly he had so 
long desire.

of  hard currencies at 
delegates! What is more, 
saying that direct party 
primary election system 
infringes on the rights 
of  Nigerians is stating 
the exact opposite of  the 
fact as greater number 
of  Nigerians would own 
the process and exercise 
their rights if  elections 
at party level were to be 
direct. It goes without 
saying that the president 
was quite wide of  the 
mark in his supposition! 

While it may be 
hard for political parties 
to muster finance to 
manage direct primary 
election at all levels, 
there is no law, written or 
unwritten, that requires 
parties in Nigeria to 
have national spread 
or to field candidates 
at all levels of  election 
before they could exist 
or operate. In fact, 
Nigeria’s is a multiparty 
system which allows 
mushrooming of  many political 
parties that may decide on a coalition 
(as happens often, even with the 
2013 APC merger), to adopt another 
party’s candidate or to concentrate 
their campaign and activities just 
within a state or geopolitical zone 
like APGA. What, one may ask, is 
the spread and finance of  a party like 
the YPP which fielded a candidate 
for presidential election during the 
last general elections? Outside PDP 
and APC which other political parties 
have such deep pockets that they 
currently run and maintain offices 
at all the wards and councils across 
the federation? Though finance plays 
a great role in the electoral process, 
it has never been only about finance 
for political parties here. Again, the 
system of  alienating party faithful 
at ward, council, state and national 
levels has rendered ineffectual the 
base of  our democracy, leaving same 
wobbly like the proverbial ‘inverted 

the federation under the watch of  
same security agencies. The point 
here is that this whole conversation 
should push us to True Federalism 
where each state or subnational 
government manages and funds 
its own election how it sees and 
deems fit, independent of  the federal 
government and its umpire, as is done 
in the US and other democracies. 

While it is not entirely wrong 
to say that direct party primary 
election could result in meddling in 
the internal workings and affairs of  
political parties, the truth remains 
that in Nigeria consensus building, 
broad participation and internal 
democracy at the level of  political 
parties, whether PDP, APC or what 
have you, have remained a hoax. For 
example, PDP has a constitution that 
allows for what it calls a ‘consensus 
candidate’ with automatic ticket and 
waiver given to new or returning 
members most times, but the 

recording a landslide victory 
polling over 98% of  the total 
votes cast. Kano State alone, 
from the same exercise, had 
given the president some 2.9 
million votes while his home 
state of  Katsina returned 
over 800,000 votes. Why 
then is Buhari today telling 
Nigerians that direct party 
primary election - same 
which produced him, by the 
way - is unacceptable to be 
part of  our laws? Is that not 
hypocrisy? 

Buhari is not alone. 
With him are majority of  
the governors, the chief  
beneficiaries of  the status 
quo ante, who are always 
interested in succeeding 
themselves with their 
puppets or head to the 
Senate where they retire, for 
the most part. Governors, 
at state level, it should be 
known, always want to 
control all party powers, 
structures and machineries 
which the president and his 
party may leverage to their 

advantage during electioneering. This 
explains why a governor like Samuel 
Ortom of  Benue State, the most 
vocal of  Buhari’s critics within our 
governorship consortium, defended 
Buhari’s rejection of  the bill. It was 
rumoured heretofore in different 
quarters, including the grapevine, 
that the governors were working to 
ensure that the provision of  direct 
party primary was expunged or the 
bill rejected outright since they (the 
governors) are always at loggerhead 
with National Assembly members 
and federal ministers at the state 
front over party control or choice of  
candidates. This is not far from the 
truth. 

The ball now is in the court of  
the National Assembly to either 
override the president or chicken 
out. Section 58(5) of  the 1999 
constitution as amended gives 
the National Assembly powers to 
override the president when the latter 
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The place of President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
in the political history 
of Nigeria 

Honestly, since 
Buhari appeared 
in the political 

scene in Nigeria since 
1988, I have been very 
ambivalent about his 
style of  leadership but 
in all circumstances as 
a political scientist, I’ve 
given him the respect and 
honour he deserves from 
me as a citizen.

One thing is certain, 
inspite of  my writings 
and several analysis of  
his political behaviour, as 
much as I must as a matter 
of  intellectual behaviour, 
I admire him and must 
accept whatever decision 
he makes for this country.

It is one thing to admire 
him and it is another 
thing to embrace such 
leadership style.

I am not and by my 
education be a hard liner 
in any aspect of  Buhari’s 
behavioural pattern.

Unfortunately I had a 
bitter experience with him 
in 1984/85 during his 
military administration. 
In his first visit to then old 
Imo State, I was aware 
that he did not take it 
kindly with those soldiers 
who were complaisant 
in their duties. I recall 
that he ordered for the 
firing of  a major for the 
slightest dereliction of  

duty. From that moment, 
I saw him as one with 
high moral discipline. 
Another experience I had 
with him was when I was 
recruited to be one of  the 
promoters of  the political 
program to transform the 
country under Babangida. 
Although I was in charge 
of  old Imo and old 
Anambra states I was 
opportuned to read notes 
of  Buhari’s sternness 
or should I say zero 
tolerance?

But much later in my 
years after I had been fully 
inducted, I began to form 
an opinion about him. 

I began to grow two 

contradictions of  him 
in me that he’s a very 
stern person but his 
being particularly against 
majors informed my 
belief  of  his behaviour.

My stand that made 
me to begin to moderate 
my feel about him was the 
evidence that a northern 
element was allowed to 
ferry four hundred and 
fifty boxes of  Nigerian 
currency during the time 
when such an act would 
only show.

One of  the things that 
allowed me to up my 
thumb for him was his 
uncompromising stand 
in the execution of  war 

against indiscipline. 
When he overthrew 

his psychologists and 
his loyalists were for the 
simple reason that an 
Igbo would become the 
President after Shehu 
Shagari. Definitely, 
Alex Ekwueme would 
have been the President. 
Another northern jihadist 
colourfully decorated 
with full adherence to 
one Nigerian concept 
was somehow concealed 
because in the name 
of  Almighty God and 
Allah, Nigerians who are 
admirers of  Buhari are 
doing so because of  his 
hidden marginalisation 
propensity. Many, 
absolutely many would 
see him as an incorruptible 
Nigerian as much as they 
would be favoured by 
those one sided policy. 

So many things have 
exposed my highly 
respected Buhari as not 
as “PURE” as we would 
have thought. 

For example, so many 
discriminatory behaviours 
would not favour the 
core north would give 
credence to such political 
conjecture.

For example, the recent 
rejection of  the electoral 
bill by Buhari on flimsy 
reasons would confirm 
that he is indeed not a 
president that would, 
“For everybody and not 
for anybody.”

He is a highly 
knowledgeable and 
experienced general who 
should have known that 
if  he has assented to the 
electoral bill, it would have 
gone down the history as 
a great Nigerian.

For him, no matter 
the sentiment and no 
matter the reason for 
such rejection Buhari 
missed the opportunity 
of  being recorded as 
one of  Nigeria’s great 
leaders. Certainly and 
absolutely so, he lost most 
golden opportunity of  a 
statesmanship. We now 
wait for the ripples of  that 
rejection of  the rejection.

Buhari
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itle-chasing Napoli Ta r e  m u l l i n g  t h e 
option of  heading to 

court to stop their African 
contingent led by Victor 

h e l s e a  o w n e r , 

CR o m a n 
Abramovich has 

received an apology from 
the publishing company 
HarperCollins.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a d 
published a claim that 
Abramovich only bought 
Chelsea because he was 
told to do so by Russian 
president Vladimir Putin.

The defamation case 
Abramovich has  been 
p u r s u i n g  a g a i n s t 
HarperCollins and author 
Catherine Belton is coming 

to a conclusion.
Belton's book “Putin's 

P e o p l e ”  s t a t e d  t h a t 
A b r a m o v i c h  b o u g h t 
Chelsea in 2003 on Putin's 
orders, which is a claim 
from Russian billionaire 
Sergi Pugachev.

“We are pleased that 
HarperCollins and the 
author have apologised to 
M r  A b r a m o v i c h  a n d 
a m e n d e d  t h e  b o o k , 
removing several false 
claims about him,” said 
A b r a m o v i c h ' s 
spokesperson.

“These  s ta tements 
lacked evidence and were 
indeed false.

“ T h i s  f o l l ow s  t h e 
Engl i sh  High  Cour t ' s 
determination that the 
book did indeed include 
several defamatory claims 
about Mr Abramovich. In 
t o t a l ,  a m e n d m e n t s 
resulting in the deletion or 
addition of  over 1,700 
words have been agreed.

“As Mr Abramovich 
stated when issuing his 
claim earlier this year, its 
sole purpose was to refute 
t h e  f a l s e  a l l e g a t i o n s 
published regarding his 
n a m e  a n d  h ave  t h e m 
corrected, including the 
false statements made 
about the nature of  the 
purchase and activities of  
Chelsea Football Club.

“In contrast to events 
relayed in the book, Mr 
Abramovich's ambition 
with Chelsea Football Club 
has always been clear and 
transparent :  to  create 
world-class teams on the 
pitch and to ensure the club 
plays a positive role in all of  
its communities.

“The club's successes 
and activities over the years 
speak for  themselves, 
including the trophies won, 

expansion of  the Chelsea 
academy, development of  
the women's team, and the 
C h e l s e a  Fo u n d a t i o n 
b e c o m i n g  t h e  l a r ge s t 
charitable organisation 
within the Premier League.

“We are pleased that 
today's changes and the 
resulting apology address 
the false allegations made 
on this subject and look 
f o r w a r d  t o  f u r t h e r 
developing Chelsea's many 
positive initiatives in the 
UK, most notably our 
programmes combating 
anti-Semitism and racism.

“HarperCollins should 
be, and now have been, held 
to reasonable publishing 
standards and have ample 
f inancial  resources to 
withstand a well-founded 
legal claim that seeks to 
correct the record”, as 
q u o t e d  b y 
tribalfootball.com.

“As the objectives of  
this legal claim have never 
been punitive, we have not 
asked for any damages to be 
paid. We have, however, 
asked that HarperCollins 
makes a donation in lieu of  
damages to a charitable 
organisation, to which they 
have agreed.”

Osimhen from featuring at 
n ex t  m o n t h ' s  A F C O N 
because of  Coronavirus 
concerns.

Osimhen has declared 

h i m s e l f  r e a dy  f o r  t h e 
AFCON, but his Italian club, 
who have slipped in the title 
race after a 1-0 shock home 
loss to lowly Spezia, are not 

keen to let him go as well as 
his teammates Khalidou 
Koulibaly (Senegal) and 
Z o m b o  A n g u i s s a 
(Cameroon).

O n l y  5 %  o f  t h e 
population in tournament 
C a m e r o o n  h a s  b e e n 
v a c c i n a t e d  a g a i n s t 
Coronavirus and many fear 
this competition could be a 
s u p e r  s p r e a d e r  o f  t h e 
disease.

“ C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e 

verton have entered Ethe picture to try to 
b r i n g  i n  f o r m e r 

Liverpool star Philippe 
Coutinho.

The playmaker's record 
£145million move from 
Merseyside to Barcelona has 
been a total failure and the 
Brazilian has been unable to 
make an impact in three 
years.

Money-rich Newcastle 
and Antonio Conte's Spurs 
side have been linked with 
Coutinho and now Everton 

could give him a lifeline, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  M u n d o 
Deportivo and AS.

Reports in Spain claim 
t h a t  C o u t i n h o ' s 
representatives had contact 
with the Toffees.

The midfielder is not in 
Xavi's plans at Camp Nou 
and Barcelona have urgently 
had to take some wages off  
the books to improve their 
finances.

The Catalan giants are 
strapped for cash after 
racking up more than £1 
billion in debt as a result of  
the devastating effects of  the 
coronavirus pandemic.

rsenal striker, Eddie 

ANketiah,  is  s t i l l 
likely to leave the 

club at the end of  the season, 
or even in the January 
transfer window.

The 22-year-old has not 
played a Premier League 
game from the start since 
April.

According to reports, 
Nketiah turned down the 
latest offer of  a contract 
extension from the Emirates 
Stadium club.

Nketiah may be sold in 
January, as he is free to sign 
with any club in the summer.

Speaking after Arsenal's 
Carabao Cup quarter final 
win over Sunderland, he 
said: “I'm just eager to play 
football. I'm under contract 
and as long as I play for 
Arsenal I will give my all.”

Xaxi is  looking for 
offensive reinforcements 
next month, but Barcelona 
must sack stars to keep them 
within the limit of  LaLiga's 
salary cap.

I t  was  re por ted  on 
Wednesday that the Spanish 
team is getting closer to 
signing Manchester City 
forward Ferran Torres, but it 
could depend on players 
leaving.

Coutinho has two years 
to go but urgently needs a 
transfer to revitalize his 
career and rediscover the 
form that got him moving to 
Barcelona.

epidemiological situation, 
there could be legal action, 
because this tournament 
t a k e s  a w a y  v a l u a b l e 
resources from the clubs,” 
N a p o l i  l aw ye r  M a t t i a 
G r a s s a n i  t o l d 
CalcioNapoli24.

“It is a particular historic 
moment, so it would be 
different if  we felt 99 per cent 
confident of  the situation.

“The clubs invested a lot 
of  money for signing players 

like Victor Osimhen, so if  he 
were to become infected, 
that'd be tough to deal with.

“The first step would be 
legal action to prevent the 
call-up, then if  there were 
concrete elements to sue 
because the health standards 
are not the same as in 
European competitions, 
then there could be more 
appeals to gain an exemption 
for Europe-based players.”

Page 19Friday 24 – Saturday 25, December, 2021

Napoli may engage in legal battle to stop Osimhen’s AFCON outing

Everton joins chase for Philippe
Coutinho

Chelsea owner, Abramovich receives apology
over Putin claims

Arsenal striker, Nketiah
set to leave in January
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i g e r i a ' s  s e n i o r  

Nnational team has 
ended this year as 

the 36th best team in the 
world.

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s  
r e m a i n  u n m o v e d  i n  
D e c e m b e r ' s  r a n k i n g  
published by FIFA on 
Thursday.

The three-time African 
champions amassed a total 
of  1478.78 points to stay as 
the fifth-best team on the 
continent behind Senegal, 
Morocco, Algeria, and 
Tunisia.

B e l g i u m  f i n i s h e d  
number one in the world, 
followed by Brazil, France, 
England, Argentina, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, Denmark, 

S Roma midfielder 

AEbrima Darboe, 
w h o  m a d e  a 

perilous journey as a child 
migrant from Africa across 
the Mediterranean by boat, 
h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n 
Gambia's squad for next 
month's Africa Cup of  
Nations.

Darboe, 20, debuted in 
Serie A last season after 
arriving as a 14-year-old boat 
refugee in Sicily, and is 
among four players from top 
flight Italian clubs who 
headline the 28-man squad 
f o r  G a m b i a ' s  d e b u t 
a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e 
continental championship.

Bologna's Musa Barrow, 
Omar Colley of  Sampdoria 
and Spezia winger Ebrima 
Colley are also all expected 
t o  b e  s t a r t e r s  a t  t h e 
tournament in Cameroon.

Coach Tom Saintfiet on 
We d n e s d ay  n a m e d  a n 
eclectic mix of  players, 
including several from clubs 
in the lower leagues in 
England, Germany, Sweden 

and Switzerland.
There are two English-

born players in the squad – 
Ebou Adams (Forest Green 
Rovers) and Ibou Touray 
(Salford City) – plus Swiss-
born Saidy Janko, who was 
at Manchester United and 
Celtic but now plays for Real 
Valladolid, and made his 
Gambia debut last month.

The squad also includes 
Dembo Darboe, top scorer 
in Belarus this year for new 
c h a m p i o n s  S h a k h t yo r 
Sol igorsk,  and Modou 
Barrow, who played in the 
Premier League while at 

Swansea City but is now in 
South Korea.

G a m b i a  h ave  b e e n 
drawn in Group F at the Cup 
of  Nations finals and start 

osts Cameroon have Hnamed a 28-man 
squad for the 2021 

Africa Cup of  Nations, which 
begins on 9 January.

Vincent Aboubakar will 
captain the Indomitable 
Lions, who last won the 
tournament in 2017 and are 
b idd ing  fo r  the i r  s ix th 
continental crown.

Ajax goalkeeper Andre 
Onana, Napoli midfielder 

A n d r e - F r a n k  Z a m b o 
Anguissa and Bayern Munich 
f o r w a r d  E r i c  M a x i m 
Choupo-Mot ing  are  a l l 
included.

Enzo Ebosse, who plays 
for French side Angers, is the 
only new face in coach Toni 
Conceicao's squad.

Cameroon are in Group 
A alongside Burkina Faso. 
Ethiopia and Cape Verde, and 
begin their campaign against 

the Burkinabe on the opening 
day of  the Nations Cup.

Confederation of  African 
Football (CAF) president 
P a t r i c e  M o t s e p e  h a s 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
tournament will go ahead as 
p lanned  desp i t e  r ecen t 
speculation about it being 
further delayed, cancelled or 
moved.

against  Mauri tania  on 
January 12. They also have 
Mali and Tunisia in their 
group.

and the Netherlands, making 
the top 10.

Others that made the list 
from 11-20 positions are the 
U S A ,  G e r m a n y ,  
S w i t z e r l a n d ,  M e x i c o,  
C r o a t i a ,  C o l o m b i a ,  
Uruguay, Sweden, Wales, 

aul Onuachu has been Peffectively ruled out of  
next month's AFCON 

in Cameroon after scans have 
confirmed that the Genk of  
Belgium striker will be out of  
action for at least four weeks 
after suffering a muscle tear.

The gangly striker, who 
has netted 12 goals in the 
Belgian league this season, was 
forced out of  the Genk clash 
a g a i n s t  A n t we r p  a t  t h e 
weekend after he tore his left 
thigh muscle.

Having been set up by 
Theo Bongonda, Onuachu put 
the Smurfs ahead in the 32nd 
minute at the Luminus Arena.

Sadly, he was subbed for 
Ike Ugbo in the 70th minute 
following his injury nightmare.

The AFCON starts on 
January 9 and players are 
scheduled to join up with their 
national teams at the end of  
December.

The ex-Midtjylland striker 

was invited to the senior 
national team for the first time 
in March 2019 by Gernot Rohr.

That same month, he 
scored his first international 
goal against Egypt. The goal 
was scored within 10 seconds 
after kick-off  at the Stephen 
Keshi Stadium in Asaba.

and Senegal.
The likes of  Iran, Peru, 

Serbia, Chile, Ukraine, 
Japan, Poland, Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Austria, 
Czech Republic, Korea 
Republic, Russia, Australia, 
Nigeria, Turkey, Scotland, 
Hungary, and Canada made 
the list from 21 – 40 positions.
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FIFA rankings: Nigeria finish 2021 in 36th position

Child refugee to play for Gambia at Cup of
Nations finals

Scan confirms Onuachu’s
AFCON absence

AFCON: Hosts Cameroon name squad

Onuachu

Darboe

Super Eagles

How to find Bae before
Christmas

Things a woman does only
when she's mad over you 

We, at News Echo wish our 
revered readers Merry 

Christmas and prosperous
 new year.

Indeed, you have been 
very supportive and remember 
that your patronage has kept 
us in the business of serving 
you the news fresh. We are 
poised to working with you 
better in 2022 even as we 

greatly appreciate your 
enhanced patronage.

  
...News Echo, the fresh news people!

Editor


