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NEWS

By Marcel Okwara, Asaba

N
iger Delta Women 
and Civil Socie-
ty Organizations 

stormed Asaba in peaceful 
protest calling on President 
Mohammadu Buhari to 
fight and commit corrupt 
Nigerians especially politi-
cians and top civil servant 
who are dragging the coun-
try backward to jail.

The group supported by 
Social action MacArthur 
foundation in commomer-
ation with the internation-
al anti- corruption day said 
the continuos silence by the 
federal government over 
the corruption and aban-
doned projects in NDDC 
is a threat to the people of  
Niger Delta.

The women group Co-
ordinators, Fit Africa De-
velopment Initiatives, Mrs 
Phil Badaiki, Wochi Hope 

Protest: Niger Delta Women, civil
societies urge FG to commit corrupt 
Nigerians to jail

for All Rights Initiative, Mr. 
Tina Odunna,  said Presi -
dent Buhari should prose-
cute them to serve as a de-
terrent to others.

The Protest led by the Na-
tional President of  Rights 
and Anti-Corruption Fo-
rum of  Nigeria, Mr. Victor 
Ojei  and  Coordinator for 
human rights and centre for 
Anti-Corruption initiative, 
Mr. Jude Onochie said “we 
want NDDC to be man-
aged by professionals as 
against politicians. We are 
seeing the impact of  cor-
ruption being felt in service 
delivery, procurement pro-
cesses and management of  
funds”. 

The protesters were 
armed with placard with 
different inscription to in-
clude,  “Say no to corrup -
tion, Enough is Enough to 
incomplete NDDC Pro-
jects, and We want trans-

parency and accountability 
in NDDC”,  among others.

Mr Ojei said, “Prosecute 
Politicians of  and adminis-
trative staff  found wanting, 
let them get to jail. We want 
standard health facilities, 
completion of  NDDC pro-
jects, stable power supply, 
free education.

They called on Mr  Pres-
ident to publish, without 
further delay, the Foren-
sic Audit Reports to clear 
doubts in the mind of  the 
people, specially “the N6 
trillion unexecuted pro-
jects that doesn’t reflect the 
real budget of  the projects, 
hence the abject poverty in 
the region”.

The groups, while pro-
testing through Inter bua to 
Human Right Commission 
Office in Asaba, the State 
capital.

“It is high time corrup-
tion is eliminated in NDDC 

Buhari nominates  
Abian as INEC
commissioner
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
n Abian, Mr. Nnam-
di Kenneth Ukeagu 
has been nominated 

by President Muhammadu 
Buhari as INEC National 
Commissioner.

Mr. Nnamdi Kenneth 
Ukeagu, who is the found-
er of  Connack foundation,  
hails from Umuegwu-Afu-
giri, Ohuhu clan in Umua-
hia North L.G.A of  Abia 
State.

Reacting to the positive 
development, Mr. Charles 
Ukeagu, a member of  
Umuegwu-Afugiri ,  Mr. 
Nnamdi Kenneth Ukeagu 
congratulated him on his 
nomination by the Pres-
ident and prayed God to 
graciously assist him with 
the divine grace to accom-
plish his lofty vision for the 
INEC and Nigeria.

Charles, who is a brother 
to the INEC Commissioner 
nominee, said his communi-
ty erupted in celebration of  
the nomination.

He appreciated President 
Mohammadu Buhari for 
making Abia State and the 
Southeast region proud with 
the nomination, even as he 
wished his elder brother, Mr. 
Kenneth Ukeagu, whom he 
described as his father, big 
brother and boss, all the best 
in his new position.

He encouraged Mr. Ken-
neth Ukeagu to put in his 
rich experience of  civil ser-
vice aimed at the realization 
of  the goals in the develop-
ment interests of the Nigeri-
an nation.

Mr. Charles Ukeagu who 
extended prayerful best 
wishes and felicitations to 
the INEC National Com-
missioner nominee as he 
begins his new journey, 
wished him success and per-
sonal fulfillment in his new 
role.

President Mohammdu 
Buhari early in the week, 
through a letter read out by 
Senate President Ahmad 
Lawan, sought Senate con-
firmation of  the nominees 
for National Commission-
ers and Resident Electoral 
Commissioner for INEC. 

They included Moham-
med Haruna (Niger State, 
North Central) as National 
Commissioner; May Ag-
bamuche-Mbu (Delta State) 
as National Commissioner 
and Ukeagu Nnamdi Ken-
neth (Abia State, South 
East) as National Commis-
sioner.

Others were Maj. Gen. 
A.B. Alkali (Adamawa 
State, North East) as Na-
tional Commissioner, Rada 
Gumus (Bayelsa State, 
South South) as National 
Commissioner, and Sam Ol-
umekun (Ondo State, South 
West) as National Commis-
sioner.

180 youths get empowerment 
in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernment led by his 
Excellency Governor 

Willie Obiano on Wednesday 
kicked off  the fifth edition of  
the “One Youth One Skill” 
empowerment programme.

The ceremony that took 
place at the premises of  the 
State Ministry of  Youth Em-
powerment and Creative 
Economy, in Awka, has the 
presence of  traditional rulers, 
entrepreneurs and top govern-
ment officials, among others.

Addressing the youths, the 
governor, who was represent-
ed by the state Commissioner 
for Youth Empowerment and 
Creative Economy, Professor 
Theresa Obiekezi, said one 
hundred and eighty youths 
have been enrolled in the edi-
tion of  the empowerment pro-
gramme, adding that the best 
candidates will be equipped 
with startup packs after the 
training that is expected to 
elapse in three months time.

Prof. Obiekezie revealed 
that the programme was in 
line with the Federal Ministry 
of  Labour and Employment, 
Abuja.

While commending the 
governor on his numerous 
youth development initiatives, 
he assured that the incoming 

CBC trains women processors, 
harps on financial empowerment
By Chigozie Uzosike

T
o ensure that farmers, 
especially women get 
financial empower-

ment from their produce, the 
Commercialization of  Bi-
ofortified Crops (CBC) has 
trained over thirty women on 
biofortified/vitamin A foods 
processing.

Speaking during the train-
ing that took place at Owerri 
North LGA, Imo State, the 
CBC Program Manager, Mr. 
Goodluck Ogu charged the 
women to take the learning 
from the training seriously as 
it will help to empower them 
financially. 

He hinted they have decid-
ed to bring the trainer all the 
way from Nnewi, Anambra 
to enable them learn different 
ways they can process their 
vitamin A cassava and Maize 
and Orange Fleshed Sweet 
Potatoes (OFSP). 

Ogu posited that if  the 
women concentrate only 
on processing of  Vitamin A 
maize and cassava and Or-

ange Fleshed Sweet Potatoes 
they could earn huge income 
given that they are grown 
widely across Nigeria owing 
to their wide adaptability and  
acceptability both in rural and 
urban areas, especially that 
they are common staples con-
sumed in Nigeria.

He urged the women pro-
cessors to concentrate in one 
area of  processing and build 
network/chain with them-
selves so that as they process, 
the off-takers will buy off, 
adding that apart from con-
suming biofortified foods for 
healthy living, they will also 
become marketers of  biofor-
tified foods. He encouraged 
them to start from their home 
by preparing biofortified 
foods for their households.

“When you process, con-
sume and market biofortified 
foods, you have no idea how 
much you are adding to the 
economy and healthy living 
of  the State. You must ensure 
value addition in all you do for 
the awareness and knowledge 
of  biofortified foods to perme-
ate the nooks and crannies of  
the State”, he submitted.

In his remarks, the CBC 
project partner in Imo State 
and the Program Director of  
Foundation for Livelihood 
Advancement (FLA), El-
der Kenneth Amogu called 
on the women processors 
to make use of  all they have 
been taught, stressing that 
every woman who partici-
pated in the training should 

administration of  the gover-
nor-elect, Professor Chukwu-
ma Soludo, will consolidate 
the effort of  the present gov-
ernment.

Delivering lectures at the 
event, Dr. Iyke Umeh and the 
Deputy Director of  ICT De-
partment, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University Awka, urged the 
trainees to develop the entre-
preneurial spirit in them for 
future sake.

He explained the steps to 
take in order to succeed as an 
entrepreneur which includ-
ed, finding the right skills, 
learning about the chosen 
skill, planning the business 
and packaging, among other 
steps.

Contributing, the Perma-
nent Secretary of  the Min-
istry, Mrs. Louisa Ezeanya, 
while urging the youths to 
maximize the opportunity 
provided by the State govern-
ment to empower themselves, 
also cautioned them to avoid 
the use of  Mkpurummiri and 
other harmful drugs.

She added that it was time 
for youths to embrace total 
transformation through ac-
quisition and adopt tenets of  
good democratic principles 
by abiding by the rules and 
avoid any vices which may 
affect the peaceful nature of  
the state.

and also never again should 
there be abandoned projects 
fully funded in Delta State, 
and we therefore called on 
stakeholders in the State to 
rise against corruption and 
other vices in the state”.

The protesters appealed to 
other sister NGOs, the pri-
vate sector, Media and other 
Nigerians to join forces in 
fighting corruption before 

corruption fight us, after all.
Addressing protesters, 

the Principal Investigation 
Officer, Human Right Com-
mission, Delta State Chap-
ter, Mr. Atiuche Chinedu 
commended them for the 
peaceful protest saying that 
corruption kills. Mr. Ati-
uche said their messages 
would be communicated  to 
the appropriate authorities.

Anambra NYSC holds cultural
carnival to strengthen national unity 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
o expose Nigerian 
youths to different cul-
tures and languages 

in the country, members of  
the National Youths Service 
Corps, NYSC, 2021 Batch C 
Stream two in Anambra have 
held cultural carnival at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Unity Ori-
entation Camp, Umuawulu/
Mbaukwu, Awka South Lo-
cal Government Area.

The event took place on 
Tuesday. The cultural carni-

val, according to the State Co-
ordinator of  the scheme, Mrs. 
Yetunde Baderinwa, was a 
ritual by which corps members 
are brought together to enable 
them appreciate the beauty, 
gains and strength of  the coun-
try in its diversity.

She reminded corps mem-
bers that maintaining Nigeria’s 
unity is a shared responsibility, 
with a role for them to play. 
Baderinwa commended Gov-
ernor Willie Obiano for the 
numerous supports his admin-
istration is giving to the NYSC 
and corps members .

submit one or two processed 
foods and bring to the office 
to be sure that they actually 
learnt something.

The trainer, Emeka Okoli 
informed the women that alot 
of  money can be made just 
processing biofortified foods, 
especially when they process 
for commercialization pur-
poses. He revealed that all the 
killer diseases that one suffers 
can be cured using bioforti-
fied foods/vitamin A cassa-
va and Maize. He noted that 
once the mothers who are the 
caregivers make it a point of  
duty to consume and market 
biofortified foods, their fami-
lies will live healthy and earn 
a living. He urged the women 
to consume natural foods, 
adding that biofortified foods 
are natural foods that can be 
prepared at home, stressing 
that biofortified foods are 
cancer and hypertension kill-
ers.

During the training, the 
women learnt alot, including 
how to prepare bread using 
Orange Fleshed Sweet Pota-
toes (OFSP) flour, CASMOI, 
Orange Fleshed Sweet pota-
to juice, snacks using OFSP 
flour, among others.

News Echo reports that 
CBC organised the high level 
processors’ training for wom-
en, with participants drawn 
from the academia (FUTO, 
Imo Poly, etc), women farm-
ers, processors,  lady students 
and post graduates students, 
among others.
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By Grace Ofurum

I
mo State Governor, 
Senator Hope Uzod-
imma has signed into 

law the Bill on Violence 
Against Persons Prohibition 
(VAPP) presented to him 
on Wednesday by  Speaker 
of  the Imo State House of  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Ken-
nedy Ibe, accompanied by 
Principal Officers of  the As-
sembly.

It was an exercise that got 
the Imo State First Lady 
and wife of  the Governor, 
Barr. (Mrs) Chioma Uzod-
imma excited hence she was 
full of  appreciation to the 
Imo State House of  Assem-
bly for facilitating the pro-
cesses that led to the even-
tual assent.

Uzodimma who assented 
to the Bill in the presence 
of  the First Lady, described 
the occasion as an auspi-
cious one, “coming at a 
time when the girl child and 
women face a lot of  sexual 
abuse and violent attacks.”

Giving an insight into 
the content of  the bill, the 
Governor said “it is meant 
to protect the girl child, the 
women and even men, it 
is meant to reduce gender 
violence to the barest mini-
mum.” He added: ‘’It is an 
all encompassing law as it 
covers the girl child, women 
and men.”

Drawing inference on 
the genuineness of  the 
bill, Governor Uzodimma 
highlighted the fact that al-
though women are wont to 
shout loudest on issues of  
violence, “at times wom-
en equally batter their hus-
bands and with this law men 
can now open up and refer-
ence the law.”

He assuaged the fears of  
people who don’t have first 
hand information of  the 
law, noting that: “There is 
nothing supporting same 
sex marriage, or abortion . 
Again nothing in the law vi-

olates our tradition, culture 
and Christian faith.  There-
fore, those who have such 
at the back of  their mind 
should drop it and face the 
reality.”

Uzodimma further in-
formed that the law pro-
vides a data base for all 
forms of  sexual offences 
either against the girl child, 
the women or the men and 
called on all well meaning 
Nigerians and Imo citizens 
in particular to make ef-
forts and procure a copy of  
the law, emphasizing that 
his administration is deter-
mined to provide peaceful 
environment for everyone.

In emphasizing the im-
portance of  the law, Gover-
nor Uzodimma explained 
that “even the Correction-
al Centre Facilities in their 
wisdom have developed 
physiological, emotional 
and skills acquisition to re-
habilitate their inmates and 
integrate them into the soci-
ety.”

He thanked the Speak-
er and members of  the 
State House of  Assembly 
for always being proactive 
in making quality laws on 
burning national issues that 
make Imo State stand out.

He reiterated the resolve 
of  the executive arm of  gov-
ernment to work in synergy 
with the Legislature and Ju-
diciary to provide Imo peo-
ple the needed dividends of  
democracy. 

Speaking to newsmen on 
the assented VAPP Bill, an 
excited First Lady of  Imo 
State expressed gratitude to 
the State House of  Assem-
bly for bringing it up for the 
Governor’s assent. 

She said she is optimistic 
that “the protection of  the 
girl child, women and even 
the male folk will be a prior-
ity of  the government.”

On government’s plans 
to rehabilitate and reinte-
grate victims of  violence 
into the society, the First 

Governor Uzodimma with wife, Barr. Chioma shortly after he signed the VAPP bill into law.

Lady said “already a lot of  
activities are ongoing by the 
State government through 
the Ministry of  Gender and 
Vulnerable Group to allevi-
ate the problems of  victims 
by empowering them with 
skills, trade and education 
to better their lives.”

Earlier while presenting 
the Bill for assent by the 
Governor, the Speaker, Rt. 
Hon. Ibe explained that the 
full name of  the bill is “a 
law to eliminate Violence in 

Private and Public Life, Pro-
hibit all forms of  Violence 
against Persons, and to pro-
vide maximum protection 
and effective remedies for 
victims and Punishment of  
offenders and for other Re-
lated Matters.”

Also, he said Violence 
against Persons Prohibition 
Bill is in 74 sections and 
(also known as the VAPP 
Bill) is a very important le-
gal tool that can help make 
the State safer for everyone, 

2023: Enugu in turmoil over zoning,
as Dubem Onyia calls for peace
From Chuma Austin, Enugu

A
s Nigerians count 
down to the 2023 gen-
eral elections, the zone 

to produce the next Governor 
of  Enugu State seems to be 
heating up the State especially 
within the ranks of  the ruling 
People’s Democratic Part y 
(PDP.)

Investigation by News Echo 
correspondent revealed that 
the present Governor of  the 
State, Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
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who is of  the PDP and from 
the Nsukka speaking people 
of  Enugu North Senatorial 
zone is a product of  a zon-
ing formula that ensured that 
power rotates amongst the 
three Senatorial zones.

The two other zones, Enu-
gu East and Enugu West had 
had their turns in the persons 
of  Dr. Chimaraoke Nnamani 
and Mr. Sullivan Chime.

Rt. Hon. Dubem Onyia, 
former Minister of  State for 
Foreign Affairs and an El-

especially women and girls.
His words: “The VAPP 

law covers various laws of  
violence but particularly 
emphasizes gender and sex-
ual based violence.  It also 
redefines rape and recog-
nizes that rape can involve 
male victims.

“The VAPP law focuses 
on globally acceptable de-
terrents in the form of  pun-
ishment for offenders and 
also includes provision of  
the financial compensation 

of  the victims.  It also cat -
egorizes emotional, verbal 
and physiologically abuse 
as offenses. 

“The bill is timely as the 
covid-19 pandemic costs a 
spike in gender and sexual 
based violence in the State, 
Nigeria and the world at 
large. Many incidence of  
rape were recorded during 
the lock down therefore, the 
efforts expended therein to 
curtail such offences in the 
future.

VAPP Bill  doesn’t support same sex,  
culture is not violated - Uzodimma

der statesman in Enugu State 
while speaking on Coal City 
State gubernatorial race,  said 
that the present contestations 
on where the next governor 
should come from, is avoida-
ble, stressing that as one of  the 
founding fathers of  the present 
Enugu State, he would not 
watch, folding his hands, as 
Enugu is engulfed in turmoil.

Chief  Onyia, a former Fed-
eral Parliamentarian said that 
as one of  the Conveners of  the 
State “it is my duty to ensure 
that there is peace, tranquility 
and brotherhood in the state”

He noted that earlier in 2014 
in a caucus meeting of  stake-
holders in Enugu State, he 
moved a motion for the office 
of  governor of  the State to ro-
tate amongst the three Senato-
rial zones of  the State. 

According to Chief  Ony-
ia, he had made a passionate 
appeal that for Enugu State 
to have peace and for justice 
and fairness to reign, there 
was need for the highest polit-
ical office in the state to rotate 
amongst the three Senatorial 
zones.

He noted that his motion 
was overwhelmingly endorsed 
at the meeting attended by the 
then State Governor, Sullivan 
Chime,  Senators, House of  
Representatives members, 

former governors, PDP state 
leadership and other stake-
holders in the State.

The motion which states 
that after Enugu North Sena-
torial zone, it will be the turn 
of  Enugu East zone, accord-
ing to him  “was in the min-
utes of  the PDP caucus meet-
ing which was adopted in its 
subsequent meeting.”

Chief  Onyia said following 
the adoption of  his motion, 
Enugu North was then en-
dorsed to produce the Gov-
ernorship candidate that saw 
Hon. Ugwuanyi elected into 
office.

Chief  Onyia said it should 
be the turn of  Enugu East 
now to produce the next can-
didate for the party. Accord-
ing to him “I am appealing 
to PDP Enugu State to allow 
Enugu East to take their turn. 
It will be very unfair, illogical 
and against the rules of  equi-
ty for another zone to aspire 
to produce the governorship 
candidate when Enugu East 
has now waited for 16 years 
since it had its turn” “I am  
and will always be in support 
of   a rancour free transition 
in the interest of  the unity of  
the State. Chief  Onyia said he 
would continue to support all 
efforts to sustain peace  equity 
and progress in the State.

Stand Up for Women Society fetes 
homeless children
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
humanitarian group, 
Stand up for Women 
Society (SWS), has on 

Tuesday visited Save the Child 
Motherless/Abandoned Ba-
bies Home, Worldbank and 
the Holy Family, St Joseph 
Okwu- Uratta Owerri and do-
nated items like rice, biscuits, 
noodles, tissue papers, dettol, 
pampers, cornflakes, custard 
and soap to the orphans.

Speaking, the State Chair-
person of  Stand up for Wom-
en Society, Liberator Odi-
nakachi Meg, hinted that the 
purpose of  the visit to the less 

privileged homes was richly 
“drawn from the Word of  
God who said that we should 
extend help to the less privi-
leged- those who do not have 
and these are motherless chil-
dren and we are mothers who 
care for the vulnerable and the 
needy. “It is part of  the work 
we do for humanity. We are 
doing humanitarian work es-
pecially to those who do not 
have mothers and fathers to 
carter for them”.

The Chairperson who add-
ed that it was a good thing 
for SWS whose watchword 
is ‘good women, better socie-
ty’, to celebrate and wish the 

orphans well during the yule-
tide, noted that “this is the first 
time we are giving this kind of  
gesture to motherless children 
because we are barely one year 
of  existence. We will continue 
this humanitarian service next 
year by the grace of  God. We 
will not relent in offering as-
sistance to the needy, the aged 
and the weak”.

Deborah Ijadele Adetona 
(National President), Lib. 
Nma Ozioma Okereke (VP 
South East), Lib. Vivian Ottih 
(Zonal Coordinator, South 
East) and Lib. Olaedo Nkechi 
Onumajulu (Imo State Ma-
tron) requested government 

and other rich individuals to 
always remember the poor by 
showing generosity to them, 
praying that God continues to 
strengthen the founders and 
financiers of  these orphanage 
homes as they work for God 
and good of  humanity and 
society.

The motherless children 
who were filled with joy over 
the gesture, prayed that God 
sustains, protects and abun-
dantly blesses the group for 
remembering them.

Welcoming Stand up for 
Women Society to the home, 
founder, Save the Child 
Motherless/Abandoned Ba-
bies Home, Chief  Herbert 
Chima, wished the group 
well for being charitable to 
humanity.
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I
t has become something of norm 
for south east residents to go to 
bed with one of their eyes open. 

The reason is not farfetched. From the 
era of kidnappings to the era of the 
IPOB-Military face-off, to the period 
where ‘Unknown Gunmen’ reigned 
supreme, attacking police stations and 
checkpoints, to the period of palpable 
fear of being killed or vehicles razed for 
flouting the Monday sit at home order. 

South easterners have not had a 
breathing space in 2021. When you 
factor in the lock downs which emanated 
from the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
#EndSARS protests of 2020, then 
you will understand the depth of how 
things have indeed fallen apart for us as 
a people. As we thought that the whole 
insecurity situation was winding down 
coinciding with the evening of the year 
2021, another saga reared its ugly head, 
this time our traditional institutions.

 In the past few weeks, south east 
states especially Imo has witnessed an 
unprecedented rise in the attack of the 
stools of cultural and ancestral leadership 
in Igbo land. The perplexing part of this 
barbaric scenario is that the Igbos are not 
known to be at war with its traditional 
rulers, the Ezes, Obis and Igwes. 

On October 19, 2021, gunmen 
stormed Njaba council headquarters at 
Nnenasa in Imo state and opened fire 
on traditional rulers in a stakeholders 
meeting, killing two, while others 
sustained injuries. It could also be 
recalled that the traditional ruler 
of Achi Mbieri in Mbaitoli Local 
Government Area of the state, Eze 
Henry Madumere, was kidnapped on 
November 19, while heading to a public 
function. The monarch, who is the 
father of a former deputy governor of 
the state, Eze Madumere, was released 
after six days.

On Sunday, 12th December, 2021 
gunmen continued to inflict their venom 
on traditional rulers in Imo state when 
they abducted two traditional rulers 
Eze Acho Ndukwe of Amagu Ihube and 
Eze Paul Ogbu of Ihitte Ihube, both 
in Okigwe Local Government Area 
of the state. The gunmen also seized 
the youth leader of Umulolo Okigwe 
and vandalized the house of another 
community leader, Fabian Nwosu. Eze 
Ndukwe is said to be the Chairman of 
Council of Traditional Rulers, Okigwe 
Local Government Area. Sources 
said the gunmen came in Hilux vans, 
kidnapped the two monarchs and 
burnt their palaces and vehicles. The 

latest incident brought to four, the total 
number of monarchs abducted in Imo in 
the last one week. The other two are the 
traditional ruler of Atta ancient kingdom 
in Njaba LGA, Eze Edwin Azike and 
that of Mbutu ancient kingdom, Eze 
Damian Nwaigwe. Both were abducted 
on Thursday last week, 9th December, 
2021. While Eze Azike was killed and 
his corpse dumped at the market square 
a day after, Nwaigwe was lucky to have 
regained his freedom after spending two 
days in the kidnappers’ den.

As if it wasn’t enough, as the Imo 
State Government was saying it was 
doing its best to curbing the wave 
of kidnapping and other criminal 
activities, another Traditional Ruler was 
reportedly kidnapped on Wednesday, 
15th December, 2021. The traditional 
ruler of Umuezeala-Ama Autonomous 
Community in Ehime Mbano Local 
Government Area, Eze Aloysius Igwe. 
According to sources, the condemnable 
incident occurred at the Nkwo-
Umuezeala market square. A source said 
the monarch went out to pick his wife 
from a meeting around the area. While 
in wait for his wife, his abductors, who 
came in a small bus, double-crossed his 
vehicle and whisked him away in it.

While it is senseless, barbaric and 
‘un-Igbo’ to kill and abduct these 
traditional rulers, the big question 
is why? What is the motive behind 
these killings? Some reports claim that 
some of these traditional rulers have 
left their primary duties to become 
political stooges to the government. In 
many instances, Ezes have been seen 
and read about making strong political 
statements and showing serious political 
leanings, a situation many feel have de-
robed them from the revered status as 
representatives of the divine in their 
respective kingdoms whose integrity 
should be intact and whose bias should 
be solely for the wellbeing of the subjects 
in their domains. In the past, politicians 
pay homage to the traditional rulers but 
now the case is different. You find them 
in their retinue praise singing and arms 
begging at government lodges to curry 
favour from the executive. 

News Echo condemns in strong terms 
the abduction and killing of traditional 
leaders for whatever reason. We advice 
traditional leaders to face their primary 
responsibility which is to lead in the 
example of their ancestors, not according 
to the pockets of their state governors. 
Ndigbo wants Traditional leaders, not 
Trado-political rulers!

Have our Ezes left 
traditional leadership 
to become ‘trado-
political’?

Our TeamOur Team



Opinion 

H
istory is replete with 
disgruntled elements 
who oppose the good 

works of  visionary leaders. No 
matter how noble the works are, 
there are bounds to be men who 
will oppose it. But visionary 
leaders are not daunted by the 
antics of  these men.

The case of  Nehemiah 
is a classical case. It will be 
recalled that Jerusalem came 
under serious sieges in 606, 
597, and 586 B.C and was 
conquered and destroyed 
by the great Babylonian 
King, Nebuchadnezzar. 
The temple, palace, houses, 
and wall around the city 
were razed by fire. Many of  
the elite upper class of  the 
Jewish people were taken 
captive to live in Babylon in 
606 B.B, and most of  the rest 
of  the population were either 
killed or taken to Babylon in 
597 and 586 B.C.

Nehemiah story had 
everything to do with his 
vision of  a preferable future 
for his people and their 
beloved city of  Jerusalem. 
Despite strong opposition he 
fulfilled the vision process, 
implementation, opposition, 
and completion. 

Nehemiah was attached 
to the Persian court- he had 
been the king cupbearer. 
He was appointed governor 
of  Judah and authorised 
to rebuild its fortifications. 
He demonstrated his 
organisational skills and had 
the walls of  Jerusalem up 
in 52 days. He was greatly 
hampered by the opposition 
of  Sanballat, governor of  
Samaria. Tobiah, governor of  
Ammon. He divided his forces 
into two shifts- one to stand at 
arms, the other to build.

In the same vein, the 
laudable exploits of  Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu have been 
strongly opposed by some 
elements who would not 
see any good thing in what 
the governor has done. No 
wonder, his exploits were so 
much endeared to the Men 
Ministry of  the Assemblies 
of  God, Ukaegbu Road, 
Aba, that they conferred 
him with the award of  
“Nehemiah of  Abia” some 
time in the recent past. Gov. 
Ikpeazu is a Philosopher 
King as conferred on him 
by a Catholic clergy. Plato 
opined that a Philosopher 

The Sanballaths and Tobiases and 
Gov. Ikpeazu’s laudable efforts
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king is a ruler who possesses 
both a love of  knowledge, 
as well as intelligence, 
reliability, and a willingness 
to live a simple life. Such 
are the rulers of  his Utopian 
City, Kallipolis. For such a 
community to ever come into 
being, philosophers (must) 
become kings or those now 
called kings (must)genuinely 
and adequately philosophise 
(The Republic, 5.473d).

What these elements 
have forgotten is that history 
has not been fair to those 
who oppose the collective 
good wishes and aspirations 

of  their people. Traitors 
have suffered the same fate: 
They are either eliminated 
or abandoned after their pay 
masters have used them.” 
A traitor to his people will 
be a traitor forever,” they 
told poor David Dion, as 
they shoved him into the 
gas chamber before the end 
of  the second world war. 
David Dion, the renegade 
Jew, thought he could buy 
a lifesaving friendship into 
the German power caste by 
betraying his people.

The fate of  David Dion 
may not be familiar, but we 

cannot easily forget Hughes 
Stanford. Stanford sought 
to appease the Christian 
mission which explored the 
Niger areas (later Nigeria). 
Stanford poured invectives 
on Africans only to be keenly 
avoided by the church leaders 
who rightly felt that they 
needed diplomats, committed 
missionaries and lovers of  
humanity, not raving racist 
and hate- monger who would 
ignite African resistance to 
their new values. He died 
without a job and without 
a penny in the world. But 
this was a time some more 
positive colonial agents were 
building their career in the 
emerging colonies.

Joseph Goebbel, the 
German Nazi Party member, 
paid dearly for supporting an 
unpopular cause. Goebbel 
became Adolf  Hitler’s 
propaganda minister in 1933 
comes to mind. By exploiting 
mob emotions and by 
employing all modern methods 
of  propaganda Goebbels 
helped Hitler to power. 

His work as a 
propagandist materially 
aided Hitler’s rise to power 
in 1933. When Hitler seized 
power in 1933, Goebbels was 
appointed Reichsminister 
for propaganda and national 
enlightenment. From then 
until his death, Goebbels used 
all media of  education and 
communications to further 
Nazi propagandistic aims, 
instilling in the Germans the 
concept of  their leader as a 
veritable god and of  their 
destiny as the rulers of  the 
world. In 1938 he became a 
member of  the Hitler cabinet 
council. Late in World War II, 
in 1944, Hitler placed him in 
charge of  total mobilization. 
Unfortunately, despite 

Goebbel’s propaganda 
wizardry, Germany lost the 
war. On May 1, 1945, as 
Soviet troops were storming 
Berlin, Goebbels committed 
suicide.

What of  Benedict Arnold 
(1741-1801), the American 
hero of  the Revolutionary 
War (1775-83) who later 
became one of  the most 
infamous traitors in U.S. 
history after he switched 
sides and fought for the 
British .Arnold was involved 
in several landmark battles 
for the US such as the capture 
of  the British garrison Fort 
of  Ticonderoga in 175, 
warding off  British invasion 
of  New York at the Battle of  
Chaplain. Arnold also played 
a crucial role in bringing 
about the surrender of  British 
General John Burgoyne’s 
(1722-92) army at Saratoga. 
Unfortunately, Arnold felt he 
was not adequately rewarded 
and became a turncoat. 
He entered into secret 
negotiations with the British, 
agreeing to turn over the U.S. 
post at West Point in return 
for money and a command 
in the British army. The plot 
was discovered, but Arnold 
escaped to British lines.

After fleeing to the enemy 
side, Arnold received a 
commission with the British 
army and served in several 
minor engagements against 
the Americans. After the war, 
which ended in victory for the 
Americans with the Treaty of  
Paris in 1783, Arnold resided 
in England. He died in 
London on June 14, 1801, at 
age 60. The British regarded 
him with ambivalence, while 
his former countrymen 
despised him. 

Following his death, 
Arnold’s memory lived 
on in the land of  his birth, 
where his name became 
synonymous with the word 
“traitor”.

 Abians who have taken 
up these negative antics by 
opposing the laudable efforts 
of  Gov. Ikpeazu by incessant 
criticisms, even when not 
necessary; striving so hard to 
reduce the approval rate of  
the governor, among others, 
have no other option than 
to align with the collective 
efforts of  Abians by 
supporting the good works of  
Gov. Ikpeazu. They should 
learn not to swim against the 
tide, lest they will be placed 
on the flip side of  history.

By Okechukwu Keshi Ukegbu

What these elements have forgotten is that history has not been fair to 
those who oppose the collective good wishes and aspirations of their 

people. Traitors have suffered the same fate: They are either eliminated or 
abandoned after their pay masters have used them.” A traitor to his people 

will be a traitor forever,” they told poor David Dion, as they shoved him 
into the gas chamber before the end of the second world war. David Dion, 
the renegade Jew, thought he could buy a lifesaving friendship into the 

German power caste by betraying his people.

Ikpeazu
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Rejoice Oh my soul   
W

e are in the joyful 
mood of  the 
year. For us to be 

where we are, it calls for 
celebration.

Rejoicing is what we 
need now. This is because 
every living soul ought to 
be very happy today and 
always. It is better to make 
yourself  happy because 
no one can. To rejoice is 
the ability to be happy, so 
my darling, are you happy 
today? There are a lot to 
make us happy, our good 
health, and the grace to be 
alive calls for jubilation. 
Rejoice because you are 
able to realize that, without 
God, you cannot do 
anything reasonable. 

Give thanks to God who 
created us with sand but 
never treated us like dirt. 
Fear not and always put 
smiles on your face because 
if  God made a way last time 
for you - He will do it again.  
As we are exercising our 
happy mood this season, 
let us try to display God’s 
awesome power so that 
people will be able to see and 
say truly you’re unbeatable 
and untouchable.  

Most times, we make 
others around us feel worse 
from our words, this we need 
to ask God for forgiveness. 
Oh yes, even as we rejoice, 
there could be challenging 
times, let us ask God to be 
our Rock and Refuge, so 
that we cannot cause harm 
to others. We should avoid 
using harsh words to our 
fellow human being. This is 
because Jesus Christ for one 
day did not use harsh words 
in the Bible. Therefore as 
Christ-like, let us avoid it 
completely.

However as people 
born with imperfection, let 
us learn how to apologize 
for our misdeeds towards 
others. Whenever we cause 
pain to others, help us O 
Lord to carefully choose the 
words that we may say so 
that others will be comforted 
rather than angered by 
our speech. Putting pains 
to others will also affect 
our sweet life. Avoid being 
unhappy unnecessarily 
because life will continue 
with or without you.

Remember the world 
did not start with your birth 
and it won’t end with your 
death. I just remembered 
the time l lost my mother, 

so painful to behold, since 
then l have always ask 
myself, what is this life all 
about. My dear, to lose a 
dear one is so painful, that 
one may lack interest of  
the whole life. But my Bible 
tells me always that, in that 
painful situation, hold God 
closely and see whether 
He will disappoint you.  It 
was the only solution l got 
that period. Our stay here 
is temporal indeed, so we 
should be able to know 
things that will grant us a 
long lasting life.   

Live peacefully with 
yourself  and with all men, so 
that you can leave peacefully 
at the appointed time. Why 
do you worry so much 
when you are supposed to 
be feeling joyous,  Forget 
those worries, in short get 
them behind, life moves 
quickly you know. Let us 
learn to be happy even in 
that unpleasant situation, 
let us help ourselves with 
that which no man can 
do for us. Be happy and 
put peace of  mind above 
everything. My dear make 
yourself  happy, tell yourself  
nice things, celebrate your 
achievements and live life 
to the fullest and as you are 
doing this, let us always do 
the right thing.

Remember that no one 
is indispensable; therefore 
don’t be selfish in your 

dealings with men. Consider 
those you are better than. 
Compare yourself  not with 
others. Live within your 
means.   God is not through 
with you yet. Surely you 
shall arise and become 
what He says concerning 
you. Soonest we shall be 
announced by God after 
winning those battles, fall 
or mistakes. In this season 
of  rejoice, l declare upon 
the children of  God that 
our time of  visitation is 
near. All we need is to be 
faithful in Christ.

Don’t wear your ugly 
state out, table it to God, He 
is the only problem solver. 
Telling people about your 
ugly condition will yield 
nothing rather it’s only God 
that can help you.

As we rejoice in this 
season, there are things we 
should get rid of  so that our 
blessings will be complete.  
Fear is not good for children 
of  God; it will automatically 
slow you down. You block 
your dream when you allow 
fear to grow bigger than 
your faith.

Remember, we walk by 
faith not by sight.  Let us 
resist fear and take an act of  
faith so that we can be able 
to become all the Lord has 
destined us to be.

Fear will finally 
prevent one from seizing 
opportunities. Anger is 

another factor that hinders 
one from doing good. This 
is because; anger prevents 
one from seeing clearly. 
Envy, yes will prevent us 
from focusing on ourselves. 
Hate is another factor that 
does no one good. It will 
speedily prevent one from 
becoming a better person.

Unforgiveness prevents 
one from becoming a free 
person. Once you decide 
not to forgive those that 
offended you, you are 
just enslaving yourself. 
Forgive my dear and let it 
go. Letting it go will make 
you a free man or woman. 
Though, sometimes, it may 
not be easy to forgive like 
that,  however it’s for your 
own good. Do yourself  
good by doing that which 
seems impossible.

Remember what our 
Father tells us, He says, “If  
l can do it, you can also”. 
Truly with God all things 
are possible. Oh a lying 
tongue, what good can it 
present, there is nothing 
good to be associated with 
a lying tongue rather it will 
prevent people from trusting 
you. When you see yourself  
where no one seems to trust 
you, it means you are gone. 
It will not be our portion, 
Amen. 

Pride prevents one from 
seeing and learning from 
your mistakes.   Ignorance 

will on its own prevent 
one from making good 
decisions.      

Let us therefore work on 
ourselves, humble ourselves 
and finally seek for God’s 
help in all we do.      

We all live by God’s 
Grace, so let us be thankful 
to God always. Learn to 
be humble and kind. More 
importantly, deeper your 
relationship with God and 
you will see things moving 
forward for your good. 
No one is more, no one is 
less, we are all unique in 
our own way. It’s so funny 
and indeed pitiable to see 
someone acting so proud 
and inhumane just because 
he or she has a slight 
advantage over others in a 
particular area of  life.   

No man should think 
he is better than the next 
person because we have it 
in bits, as we try to manage 
our bit, let us also try to be a 
support system.

Frantically, life has 
nothing good to offer but 
if  you have God, all good 
things you have.

We owe our fellow 
human beings respect, 
compassion, good character 
and accountability.              
Look for  courageous and 
easy going people, stay with 
them, and  remain with 
them, they are part of  your 
rejoicing life. Shalom.
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
ho has been your 

Wm o s t 
f a s h i o n a b l e 

female celebrity this year?
A lot of  our female 

celebrities gave us enough 
fashion inspiration to feed 
on this year. 

But some in particular 
have consistently topped the 
best-dressed lists.

So here is a list of  the 
top 10 most fashionable 
female celebrities: 

1. Toke Makinwa 
Unsurprisingly, Toke 

tops the list as the most 
fashionable female celebrity 
in Nigeria this year. 

This year, she served 
looks at different times. 

What makes Toke so 
f a s h i o n a b l e  i s  h e r 
combination of  luxury 
items and colours. 

We have to give it to her 

stylist too for always putting 
together the best outfits. 

2. Nancy Isime 
Nancy is always the 

hostess with the “mostest”. 
She never has an off  fashion 
m o m e n t  a n d  s l a y s 
effortlessly every single 
time. 

3. Sharon Ooja 
Sharon is an effortless 

beauty. Her wig game is top-
notch; all the outfits are 
classy, fashionable and 
stylish. She is always a sight 
for sore eyes and not in a 
stereotypical way. 

4. Nengi Hampson 
Nengi has also been 

one of  the most fashionable 
females we have seen this 
year. 

S h e  w o n  P u l s e ' s 
Fashion Influencer of  the 
Year award, thrills us every 
t i m e  w i t h  h e r  s t y l i s h 

photoshoots, and has had 
many of  her looks recreated 
by fans. 

5. Mercy Eke 
Mercy is a fashion 

killer. She understands the 
assignment every time she 
steps out. We are never 
disappointed in her style. 

6. Tiwa Savage 
Tiwa is also one of  the 

most fashionable celebrities 
this year and she gave us 
many moments to marvel at 
her beauty. 

7. Beverly Naya 
Beverly is one of  the 

beauties of  2021. Her hair, 
makeup and style are always 
way up there. If  you are 
looking for celebrities whose 
style you can imitate then 
you  shou ld  no t  count 
Beverly out. 

8. Tacha 
Tacha is also a top tier 

fashion influencer with the 
perfect pictures, perfect 
outfit and the perfect poses 
to keep us glued to her 
Instagram page. 

9. Lily Afegbai 
Lily is one of  the few 

Nigerian celebrities who 
think outside the box when 
it comes to outfit selection. 
We cannot forget how she 
channeled Cardi B for her 
birthday photo shoot. 

10. Liquorose 
L i q u o r o s e  i s  a 

newcomer to stardom but 
her urban streetstyle has 
been an enviable one since 
she left the Big Brother 
Naija house. She often 
mixes baggy trouser and 
shorts with heels, and we 
absolutely love that she pulls 
that off  every time. 

Friday 17 – Saturday 18, December, 2021

Top 10 fashionable female celebrities of the year
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Feature

Celebrating 2021 
Christmas with caution

On the twenty-fifth 
of  December every 
year, the Christian 

world celebrates the birth 
of  the author and finisher 
of  the Christian faith, Jesus 
the Christ, who founded 
Christianity, one of  the most 
practised religions on planet 
earth today. 

Even though the birthday 
of  Jesus Christ is not contained 
in the Bible itself  nor in other 
known history books just 
as Jesus Christ Himself  did 
not celebrate His birthday 
even for once throughout his 
sojourn on earth, many of  
those who attend the various 
Christian denominations and 
who claim to be His followers 
as Christians have continued 
to map out the twenty-fifth 
day of  December every year 
and celebrate same as the day 
their messiah was born. Many 
other people who do not 
attend churches do also join 
in the celebration and which 
has made the twenty-fifth of  
December one of  the most 
memorable days in the history 
of  the modern world.

Expectedly, on the twenty-
fifth day of  December, 2021, 
many Nigerians will be 
celebrating the birthday of  
Jesus the Christ. In doing 

this, many of  those involved 
will engage in many activities. 
While some will present gifts 
of  various descriptions to 
their relatives, loved ones, 
well-wishers and those they 
cherish, others will rejoin their 
family members at home as 
they dress in the best clothes 
they had specifically bought 
for themselves, their siblings 
and others for Christmas 
celebration and attend the 
church denomination they 
and other family members 
belong to.

Those who have returned 
to their villages from their 
various destinations will like 
to interact with those who 
are at home in one way or the 
other, including exchange of  
pleasantries and felicitations 
in keeping with the spirit 
and mood of  the mirthful 
season, just as they will attend 
family, town-union and other 
meetings during the period. 
Special dishes shall also be 
prepared for the day in most 
families.

On the other hand, some 
youths might use the period 
the Christmas season offers 
to display various kinds of  
masquerades which usually 
enthrals members of  their 
community and visitors 
alike while the masquerade 
participants use the convivial 

atmosphere to solicit arms 
and gifts from those who 
pass along the ways of  the 
masquerades. In many places, 
the presence of  masquerades 
usually adds colour and pomp 
to the Christmas celebrations. 
Really, the Christmas period 
is a hilarious time usually 
cherished by many globally.

However, whatever be 
the case, Nigerians need to 
celebrate this year’s Christmas 
with utmost caution for many 
obvious reasons. First, it must 
be understood that apart from 
the fact that COVID-19 is still 
present with us as it continues 
to spread, a new variant, 
Omicron, has emerged and 
is spreading, and has already 
attracted international 
sanctions around the world 
by countries. That is why it 
becomes important at this 
juncture to point out that 
as Nigerians celebrate the 
2021 Christmas period in the 
hinterland, various towns 
and villages, all preventive 
COVID-19 measures should 
be observed throughout 
the period in the interest of  
public health. We must avoid 
overcrowded places, wash our 
hands regularly and wear our 
nose masks always; Nigerians 
must also note the current 
economic quagmire in our 
midst and cut their cloth 

according to their cloth. They 
should go further to remember 
the school fees and house rents 
that will be paid in January, 
2022 and after, among other 
expenditures to be made.

Over-indulgence in eating, 
smoking and drinking must be 
avoided. Since some people 
are diabolical and sometimes 
use the Christmas period to 
exert their acts of  wickedness 
on some of  those they target, 
returnees might have to be 
careful where they go and 
watch how and where they eat. 
Those who have not bought 
new cloths for wearing on the 
Christmas day because of  the 
present economic situation in 
the country must accept the 
situation and use the cloth 
they have already as there are 
other Christmases to celebrate 
in future. People must avoid 
comparing themselves with 
others and their individual 
situations with those of  
other people. People must 
understand that everybody is 
individually created different 
from others.

On their own part, the 
various levels of  government 
should always make effort to 
care for those they govern. 
Salaries and pensions 
should be paid to workers 
and pensioners this period 
to enable them to follow 

in the year-end Christmas 
celebration so that they will be 
able to buy the food items they 
and their family members need 
to feed on. Also, the Christmas 
period should not be used for 
mundane things. Rather, it 
should be used to reflect on 
the areas we, as individuals, 
have been erring that have 
brought the current burden 
and hardship on Nigerians.

People should use the 
period to reflect and regret 
their mistakes and retrace their 
steps towards the betterment 
of  the society they find 
themselves in. Particularly, 
those who follow Jesus the 
Christ cannot continue to live 
outside what their master had 
enjoined such followers to be 
doing as written in the Bible. 
This is because it is an open 
secret that many of  those 
who claim they are Christians 
and, therefore, followers 
of  Jesus the Christ today 
have continued to engage in 
atrocious, abominable and 
condemnable things in society 
contrary to what their Master 
had taught and enjoined them 
not to do.  

Really, it is only in doing 
things aright always that 
will make the celebration of  
Christmas every year to be 
significant and meaningful to 
all of  mankind.

By Ogbonnaya Akoma
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Fr. Ebube Muonso’s Divine Rays British School wins 
Archbishop Valerian Okeke’s science competition
D

ivine Rays British School, 
Obosi in Idemili North, 
Anambra State has clinched 

1st position in this year’s annual 
Archbishop Valerian Okeke Science 
Competition(AVOSCO) sponsored by 
Onitsha Catholic Archdiocese.

Divine Rays British School was 
recently established by Spiritual 
Director, Holy ghost Adoration 
Ministry Uke, Rev. Fr. Emmanuel 
Obimma also known as Fr. 
Ebubemuonso.

Also, an SS2 student of  the 
college, Ernest Ifeanyi Ofoma took the 
1st position in the Senior Category of  
the science competition with 79 points 
and was rewarded with a laptop.

All Hallows Seminary school, 
Onitsha took 2nd position, while 
Ragina Pacis model secondary School 
Onitsha took 3rd position in the 
competition among all the public and 
private Catholic mission schools in 
Onitsha Archdiocese.

Also, Eugene Bruno Ayalogu 
of  the All Hallows seminary and 
Franklin Ekemezie of  the Christ the 
King College, CKC, Onitsha took 
2nd and 3rd positions respectively in 
the senior category, scoring 68 and 67 
points each.

In junior secondary school 
category, Deborah Igwilo of  the 
Regina Pacis Model secondary 
school, Onitsha took the 1st position 
with 86 points, while John Paul of  All 
Hallows seminary and Somtochukwu 
Okwuego of  Divine Rays took 2nd 
and 3rd positions scoring 84 and 83 
points each. 

Presenting the awards to the 
various winners, the Metropolitan 
Archbishop of  Onitsha Ecclesiastical 
Province, His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. 
Valerian Maduka Okeke explained that 
the competition was aimed at bringing 
out hardworking students to limelight.

According to Archbishop Okeke, 
the best way to learn is to start 
learning, to achieve greatness, one 
must embrace the culture of  excellence 
and hardwork. What makes an 
ordinary student extraordinary is that 
little extra.

The prelate charged the students 
to work harder in order to win 
competitions at both Archdiocesan, 
national and international arena.

“I am still enjoying the 
technovation competition won by the 
students of  Regina Pacis in far away 
United States of  America, USA. 

No one has monopoly of  success, if  
you work hard you will be the next 
champion.”

Rev. Fr. Simeon Amuluche, 
Schools Project manager in the 
Archdiocese, explained that the 
essence of  the science competition 
was to encourage students to 
embrace science and technology 
which is a tool for self  and national 
development.

“The Archbishop has the vision 
of  producing student who are not 
afraid of  Science courses and who 
will choose careers that can make 

them self  employed, entrepreneurs 
and not job seekers”.

“The Archbishop graciously 
doled out the sum of  N40,000 for the 
first position winners at both junior 
and senior categories, N30,000 
for the second position winners 
and N20,000 for the third position 
winners.

“Those who came 4th to 9th 
positions were given consolation 
prizes of  N5,000 each. Moreover, 
projector machines were given to 
both schools with 1st positions 
while 2nd and 3rd position schools 

Idemili Patent Medicine dealers elects executive, fetes ‘Igbo Love themselves’ foundation

T
he Nigerian Association 
Patent Proprietary Medicine 
Dealers/Association of  

Anambra State Patent & Proprietary 
Medicine Dealers (NAPPMED/
AASPPMED) Idemili North 
chapter has elected new executive 
committee to lead the union for the 
next four years.

The executive committee 
included: Elder Benjamin Nnanna 
(Executive Chairman),Chief  
Vincent Onyechi (Vice 
Chairman),Mr. Emeka Olue 
(Secretary), Ekelemchi Nwokoro 
(Assistant Secretary), Mr. Joseph 
Ogbunike (Financial Secretary), Mr. 
Sunday Chukwemeka (Treasurer).

Others were Pastor Chinedu 
Olisa (Public relations officer), Mr. 
Valentine Emeagi (Chief  Provost), 
Mrs. Chinwe Irechukwu (Co-
Provost), Chief  Livinus Igbochi 
(Chief  Task force), Mrs. Justina Eze 
Ogochukwu (Welfare officer).

One of  the Anambra 
State leaders of  NAPPMED/
AASPPMED, Comrade Dennis 
Eke who adjudged the election as 
free, fair and credible advised the 
new LGA leadership to abide by the 
rules of  the association.

The chapter also donated some 

cash to support the humanitarian 
services of  a Non Governmental 
Organization called ‘Igbos Love 
themselves’ known for seeking 
financial help for indigent patients.

In his post election speech at 
Nimo Town Hall Nkpor, the re-
elected NAPPMED/AASPPMED 
Idemili North chapter Chairman, 
Elder Benjamin Nnanna thanked 
the members for re-electing him 
urging them for their continued 
support.

“I thank God for restoring 
peace in the union at least we can 
now eat together anytime we meet. 
We were able to purchase 28 plots 
of  land for our housing estate, 
Union Hall and Secretariat. 

“We are donating a 30,000 
naira token to support the volunteer 
work of  ‘Igbos Love Themselves’ 
foundation and we encourage other 
individuals and organisations to 
keep helping the less privileged 
around us.

‘”This chapter will distribute 
textile materials-Abada to 16 of  
our members who are widows to 
encourage them. Also, anyone 
experiencing extreme difficulty 
should inform us anytime you need 
our assistance,” said Nnanna.

The Vice Chairman, Chief  

Vincent Onyechi pleaded with 
state government to reduce the 
heavy taxes demanded from patent 
medicine stores saying that those 
contracted to collect the revenue 
refuse to understand their plight.

were given printing/photocopying 
machines,” said Fr. Amuluche.

In her remarks, the Principal, 
Divine Rays British School Obosi, 
Mrs. Stephanie Ezeibeanu who had six 
students award recipients thanked the 
Archbishop, organizers of  AVOSCO 
and Fr. Obimma for providing 
enabling environment for learning.

In his response, Ernest Ofoma 
noted that Divine Rays was attending 
AVOSCO for the first time saying that 
he denied himself  leisure, stayed back 
during holiday to study. “I thank God 
that my hardwork paid off ”.

Archbishop Valerian Okeke of Onitsha Catholic Archdiocese presenting gift of projector and white board to Divine 
Rays British school, Obosi, champions of AVOSCO, 2021

“For instance, can you imagine 
that each patent medicine store 
irrespective of  the size is levied 24, 
000 naira as sanitation levy when 
some stores do not make up to 
2000 naira a day.

“We hope to dialogue with 
the state government. Let them go 
round and evaluate the strength 
of  the patent medicine stores 
before imposing heavy taxes on 
us,” said Onyechi.

NAPPMED/ AASPPMED Idemili North chapter newly elected executive
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Interview 

My success is not magical, I 
was once a PA for nine years
There is a lot of  information out 
there on the internet about you, but 
please introduce yourself  briey to us 
and tell us what growing up was like 
for you.

First of  all, my name is Emma 
Emordi Daniels, I’m a nollywood 
actor, aka Chief  Omego, Ozowalu 
Ini ego n’umuota obosi, Ogiba 
azungwu… aka man with a bigger 
picture, aka Somtochukwu. Well, 
my growing up was in a Christian 
background, my father was an 
Anglican priest, next to the bishop, 
you know the drill. But growing up 
was interesting. Went to school, 
primary, secondary, and then to the 
university where I studied B.Sc in 
computer science, and then later 
in Agricultural economics and 
extension services, and then I later 
went for a Masters in Information 
Technology.

What is the secret of  your very 
fast growth in the movie industry, 
considering the number of  movies 
you have featured in?

Well, the secret of  my fast 
rising and growth in the industry is 
prayers. I put God first and I don’t 
let anything distract me, I try as 
much as I can to stay focused on 
what I do. I take one job at a time 
and complete it, when I’m done I 
go over to the next one. I put God 
first because I’m a Christian, and I 
stay humble, because the downfall 
of  a man begins with pride. So I 
try to be humble and truthful, and 
down to earth, and I think that’s 
what has been able to push me to 
this height.

Tell us about a very challenging phase 
of  your career and how did you pull 
through? 

Well, about the challenging 
phase of  my career and how I 
pulled through, I will say starting 
from the beginning wasn’t easy, 
because you will just have to look 
for a way to get a job, and then 
make producers believe that you 
can do it. It wasn’t easy doing that, 
so what did I do? I had to go into the 
production crew and moved from 
there. First, I went into production 
assistant, then I went through to 
continuity. In fact, I went through 
the different offices of  the industry, 
from make-up, to props and set, to 
script writing, I even ventured into 
cinematography. Then I became 
a production manager, and  from 
there I started producing. I kind of  
produced most of  the jobs I starred 
in, so as to be able to get good roles 
I can do. So, gradually from there, 
I started picking up, and here I am 
today.

Where do you see yourself  in a few 
years from now in your acting career? 
Do you have specic plans? Please 
share

Where I see myself  in a few 
years from now is Hollywood by 

inside, you will be marvelled. 
But the truth is if  there is trust, 
and there is communication and 
compatibility, and you build your 
world around the person, away 
from social media, it will work. 

Tell us about how you started acting, 
and do you still remember the movie 
that shot you to limelight?

I started acting like a joke, way 
back when I was still very young. I 
had gone for the burial of  a family 
friend, and I saw actors come for 
the burial. My friend was among 
the actors, and I played guitar and 
sang because I was in a gospel band 
in my church. I saw the way they 
carried themselves and I was like, 
I like to be one of  these people. 
Before then I used to act in school 
and I loved it, so when I saw them, 
I saw an opportunity for me and I 
had to leverage on it, and I moved 
from there. I had a few friends 
who shared the same dreams with 
me, and before I knew it I found 
myself  in Enugu, and that was 
how I started. For now, I cannot 
remember the movie that shot me 
to limelight but by God’s grace 
people always have good things to 
say about my character in movies.

Who is your role model in the 
industry? And what do you admire 
about him/her?

How will I actually say this, 
uhm.. I don’t have a role model 
in this industry though, but I like 
what Ramsey is doing. I also like 
John Okafor because I was his PA 
for about nine years. Those nine 
years taught me so many valuable 
lessons, but I would say I got my 
mentorship from Leonardo Di 
Caprio. I have followed him from 
the very beginning to this very 
date, and I like his interpretation 
of  every role he plays.  

What is the most embarrassing thing 
someone has ever said to you? Or an 
embarrassing moment in your life.

I have had so many 
embarrassing moments in my life, 
one that always comes to mind is 
an incident that happened when 
I travelled to my hometown one 
time. I just stepped out of  the 
house to get some drugs in a nearby 
drugstore, I was wearing just a shirt 
and shorts. And this guy just walks 
up to me and says “are you not the 
one we see in the movies? I said 
“yes I am”, and the next thing he 

Emma Emordi Daniels - Nollywood actor

said was “why are you looking so 
poor, we see you guys in the movies 
looking so polished and fresh, why 
are you like this”? I just smiled and 
walked away. Not long after that, 
as I was leaving to go back to my 
station, I was driving, and I came 
down to lock the gate after I drove 
out of  the compound. It was in the 
morning, and this same guy was 
passing. He stopped again and was 
like, “are you not the guy I just 
saw a while ago? I said, “It’s me”, 
and he was like, “Oh my God, I 
am so sorry for whatever I said to 
you” and I just smiled again and 
told him not to worry, I actually 
deal with people like that all the 
time. That incident was really 
embarrassing, but then again, we 
are used to it because we see a lot 
of  people who cannot draw the line 
between movies and reality. They 
just conclude that our lifestyles 
in movies must be the way it is in 
reality, and that mentality is really 
not a good one.

Tell us about an average day in 
your life as an actor, producer, and 
production manager. How do you 
deal with all the stress and pressure 
of  shooting and moving from one 
location to the other?

Okay. First of  all, what actually 
gives me the kick as an actor is 
passion. And like I mentioned 
earlier, what I do is that I try as 
much as possible not to take more 
than one job at the same time. 
Although there are many actors 
that will do up to five productions 
at the same time, that is not my 
style. Personally, I try to enjoy 
what I do. If  I’m to play a role, I 
wear that character, I swim in it 
and try to portray that character 
even in my day to day activity 
in my personal life, so it doesn’t 
stress me. I take one job at a time, 
so that I’m able to give different 
reactions and interpretations, so 
you won’t see me having same 
reaction for different roles in 
different movies. And I must read 
my script thoroughly to understand 
everything about the character 
I’m portraying before I go on any 
set. That is me for you, and most 
producers I’ve worked with will tell 
you that. And then, after the job I 
rest, my comfort is very important 
to me, I don’t joke with that. And 
food also, I tell producers, feed me 
well, not just any food, but good 
and nutritious food, then you can 
shoot till whenever you like, Emma 
is ready for you. Actors eat a lot 
of  junk and at odd times too, and 
at the end of  the day, you find out 
that we later pay the price with ill 
health and stuff  like that, so I try as 
much as possible to reduce that risk 
by eating healthy and resting well. 
That is my style.

Final words for your fans?

For my fans out there and all 
those who will be reading this, 
what I have to say is simple. Put 
God first. There is nothing on earth 
we can do without God because 
He is the author and finisher of  
everything. He is the giver of  talent 
and all good things, He made 
heaven and earth. I am not trying 
to be a preacher here, but the truth 
is, without God, we are nothing. 
Another thing is, try as much as 
possible to be humble, and never 
think ill of  any human being. Be 
happy for the progress of  others 
and prosperity and progress will 
come to you. We were all made in 
the image of  God, hence we ought 
to be our brother’s keepers, even 
though it is not like that anymore, 
everybody just looks out for only 
themselves, it ought not to be so. 
Also, we rise by lifting others. 
Whatever you can do to help 
anyone, do it genuinely and do not 
expect anything in return because, 
if  God were expecting anything in 
return from us, would we be alive 
today? Irrespective of  all our sins, 
we still wake up everyday and 
go about our daily activities, we 
sometimes even forget to pray in 
the morning, and yet He is always 
there for us, interceding on our 
behalf  spiritually and all that. So, 
let us try to emulate Him in doing 
good and the world will be a better 
place for us to live in. Thank you 
very much.

the grace of  God, doing 
movies with big shots. I also 
look forward to being a full 
time producer, with my own 
industry and equipment, 
my own things, and all that, 
you know, just having things 
working out for me. I know 
it’s a gradual process, but I 
believe I will get there soon.

 
What are your thoughts on 
dating or marriage? Can you 
be with someone from the 
industry?

Okay, on my thoughts 
about dating and marriage 
and if  I could be with 
someone in the industry. 
Why not? The bible says 
he who finds a wife finds a 
good thing and obtaineth 
favour from the Lord. 
Compatibility is the keyword 
here. Understanding and 
communication is all 
I see about dating and 
marriage. When you guys 
communicate well and have 
trust for yourselves, then 
sure, it can work. Most of  
the things that actually kill 
relationships in the industry 
are gossip and rumours, a lot 
of  people are kind of  jealous 
to see you striving well with 
a particular person, so they 
spread lies. And I will advise, 
whoever is dating or married 
in the industry should keep 
their private lives away from 
social media. It only takes the 
grace of  God for people who 
bring theirs to social media 
to strive, because if  they tell 
you what they go through 

Daniels 
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Special Report

T
he International Society for 
Civil Liberties and Rule of  
Law (Intersociety) in an open 

letter made available to News Echo 
on Thursday said that no stone must 
be left unturned while investigating 
what happened to the five engineers 
abducted in Ebonyi State. 

In an open letter addressed to 
the Force Criminal Investigations 
(FCID), the Force Intelligence Bu-
reau (FIB) and the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC), Inter-
society said anything less than thor-
ough is unacceptable.

The Intersociety in their letter 
specifically copied DIG Joseph Eg-
bunike, head of  FCID, DIG Tijani 
Baba, head of  FIB and Barr Tony 
Ojukwu of  the NHRC who are the 
superior heads of  the named three 
statutory Government criminal and 
civil investigative bodies urging 
them to do the needful.

News Echo reports that on 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021, five 
engineers from NELAN Consult -
ants, an engineering firm, who were 
supervising the Abakiliki Ring Road 
Project were abducted at Onu-Nwe-
newo village in Ohaukwu Local 
Government Area of  Ebonyi State.

The names of  the missing En -
gineers are, Engr. Nelson Onyemeh 
from Ihiala in Anambra State; Engr. 
Ernest Edeani from Nkanu in Enu-
gu East Local Government Area 
of  Enugu State; Ikechukwu Ejiofor 
from Umunya in Oyi Local Gov -
ernment Area of  Anambra State; 
Samuel Aneke from Nkanu in Enu-
gu East Local Government Area 
of  Enugu State and Engr. Stanley 
Nwazulum from Amawbia in Awka 
South Local Government Area of  
Anambra State.

With some reports about their 
alleged deaths going viral after a 
motion titled “Call for Urgent In -
vestigation into the Abduction of  
Five Consultant Engineers in Effi -
um, Ohaukwu Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State” presented on 
Wednesday by Hon. Ifeanyi Chudy 
Momah representing Ihiala federal 
constituency of  Anambra State at 
the plenary, concerns are rising as 
investigations have become neces -
sary.

Momah said that the abduct -
ed five engineers were supervising 
projects valued at 150 million dol -
lars and financed by the African 
Development Bank (AIDB), but ex-
pressed shock that their deaths and 
burial were allegedly announced by 
the Ebonyi State government dur -
ing a security summit organized 
by the Christian Association of  
Nigeria, Abakiliki chapter without 
consulting with the families of  the 
victims first.

He said that since the alleged 
announcement by the Ebonyi State 
Government and claims the gov -
ernment was pacifying the affected 
families, to date, the families of  the 
abductees have allegedly not been 
formally contacted by the Ebonyi 
State government.

Momah also said that the Eb -
onyi state government has been ac-
cused of  being complicit in the dis -
appearance of  the engineers as the 

Intersociety demands thorough 
investigation on Ebonyi Ring 
Road abduction

state governor was alleged to have 
been hostile towards the consultants 
and tried severally to interfere in 
their operations, adding that if  the 
true condition of  the victims is not 
properly ascertained, the people’s 
confidence in the government will 
further deteriorate.

This and more may have 
prompted Intersociety to write an 
open letter signed by Emeka Umeag-
balasi, Board Chairman, Chidimma 
Udegbunam, Head, Campaign and 
Publicity Department,  Obianuju 
Joy Igboeli, Head, Civil Liberties 
and Rule of  Law Department and 
Comrade Chibueze Nwajiaku, Dep-
uty Head, Policing and Law En -
forcement Department.

In its letter, Intersociety de -
mands that the ongoing investiga -
tions must be thorough, forensic, 
conclusive and devoid of  biased and 
undue political interferences or in -
fluences.

The group said that the inves -
tigative handling of  Ebonyi Ring 
Road Project Engineers’ abduction 
and associated killings and other 
prohibited acts is also a test case for 
the referenced authorities in particu-
lar and the country’s integrity and 
professionalism challenged Crimi-
nal Justice System in general.

Intersociety also said that for 
too long especially under the pres -

ent central Government of  Nigeria, 
mental and electronic skill-based 
criminal investigations have been 
brutally related to background and 
in their place presently are ‘hear -
say opinions and biases’ or jungle 
justice as the “Gateway” of  the 
country’s Criminal Justice System 
including its Administration and 
Administrators. 

“Thousands of  defenceless and 
innocent citizens have as a result 
been sent and are still being sent to 
their early graves by policymakers 
and criminal justice administrators. 

“Forgotten is the fact that “the 
Gateway into Criminal Justice and 
the Gateway out of  same are Inves -
tigation powered by logic and crit -
ical thinking and aided by mental 
skills, technologies and their techni-
cal know-how. In law and criminol-
ogy, criminal justice stands nailed or 
crucified once it does not stand on 
Investigation.”

Intersociety said that what is 
involved in the Ebonyi AfDB Ring 
Road Project Engineers’ abduction 
and disappearance is no longer news 
of  same or its reportage, but rested 
on critical questions as to who ab -
ducted the five NELAN Civil En -
gineers, where were they abducted, 
why were they abducted, how were 
they abducted, who abducted them;

“Who sent those that abducted 

them, were they abducted alive, tak-
en away alive and still kept in cap -
tivity alive; or were they killed in -
stantly or later in captivity; if  killed 
in captivity, where are their bodies; 
what are the present conditions of  
their professional colleagues and 
family members; 

“Where did their abductors and 
possible killers come from and who 
recruited or instructed them; where 
does the dastardly act place Ebonyi 
State and Nigeria before the inter -
national community or regional and 
international development institu-
tions; 

“What about the justice reme-
dies-are they sufficiently available 
and accessible to their families and 
professional colleagues and to what 
extent have they been responded to 
or applied by the Criminal and Civ-
il Justice authorities in the instant 
case.”

Intersociety said that it is there-
fore based on the above that it is 
invoking its power of  writing in 
matters involving issues of  extreme 
public and urgent importance to de-
mand from the three named bodies 
and their superior heads to inexcus-
ably rise to the occasion and do the 
needful. 

The group said that having 
thoroughly gone through several 
dimensions to the dastardly act and 

illegal removal of  beings and things 
from one place to another) and their 
acquired handling skills, etc.”

Intersociety also demands 
that there shall be the issuance of  
a written “Criminal Investigation 
Report” into the Ebonyi Ring Road 
Project Engineers’ abduction and 
disappearance by the duo of  FCID 
and FIB and an “Investigative (En-
quiry) Report” into same by the 
National Human Rights Commis-
sion. 

It says that the report of  the 
NHRC must be made public 
through a Press Conference while 
that of  the FCID/FIB shall be is -
sued in writing and deposited in the 
custody of  the Supreme Court of  
Nigeria by way of  ‘deposed Affida-
vit’ or other allowed processes and 
must be done with the knowledge 
of  critical stakeholders.

According to the Intersociety, 
such critical stakeholders include, 
legal representatives of  the vic -
tim families, NHRC, Ebonyi State 
Government, AfDB, NELAN Con-
sultants and their Engineers, Eb -
onyi State Police Command and 
it’s State CID and relevant others. 

The group said that the sum to-
tal of  the above is to strictly guide 
against doctoring of  the original 
version of  the Report.

By Nonye Udumiri

urging them not to fail in their 
duties or allow biases and undue 
political interferences or influ-
ences to rob their works of  re -
liability, validity and credibility. 

“This is more so when the 
popularity, credibility and in -
tegrity of  the three bodies have 
waned and depreciated badly 
in recent times. The statutory 
mandate of  the Force Criminal 
Investigations Department of  
the Force Headquarters of  the 
Nigeria Police Force is not only 
very clear in the instant case but 
also the most overall important.  

“While Force Bureau of  In-
telligence can gather and supply 
detailed intelligence that will 
assist in unmasking the master-
minds and executors of  the das-
tardly act, in the statutory vault 
of  FCID lie ballistics, forensics, 
fraud including criminal biomet-
rics, homicides, asportation (i.e. 

having care-
fully followed 
same; in ad-
dition to its 
verse knowl-
edge regard-
ing crime, 
society and 
law including 
the statutory 
functions and 
l e g i s l a t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g 
the trio of  
the Nigeria 
Police Force 
CID, FIB 
( c o m p e t e n t 
a u t h o r i t i e s 
for criminal 
investigations 
including in-
t e l l i g e n c e ) 
and NHRC 
( c o m p e t e n t 
authority for 
civil investi -
gations), it is Aneke Ejiofor Nwazulum

Edeani Onyememe
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Ugwuanyi warns against unauthorized 
location of cooking gas plants 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has frowned at 

the spate of  unauthorized 
and indiscriminate location 
of  Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG)/Cooking Gas plants 
in the state.

Ugwuanyi who spoke on 
Tuesday through the Chief  
Fire Officer of  the State Fire 
Service, Okwudiri Ohaa, 
warmed that the associated 
risks are grievous because 
of  the high inflammability 
of  the substance.

Speaking during the on-
going state-wide fire safe-
ty training workshop held 
separately at Nsukka and 
Igbo-Etiti local government 
areas, Ohaa said “these 
small LPG refill outlets have 
geometrically increased the 
fire risk situation in our so-
ciety” 

Ohaa pointed out that ‘it 
is the mandate of  the fire 
service to fight fire, prevent 
fire and perform rescue 
functions during emergen-
cies”.

According to him, “part 
of  the agency’s regulatory 
function is to inspect, rec-
ommend appropriate fire 
safety measures and issue 
fire permit/fire safety re-
ports where these LPG 
(Cooking Gas) outlets and 
plants should be located”

The Enugu State Fire 
Chief  revealed that the State 
Fire Service had in its usual 

proactive nature embarked 
on enforcement to close and 
prosecute those behind all il-
legal LPG retail outlets and 
plants across the state. 

His words: “As the Chief  
Fire Officer of  Enugu State, 
I have constituted and em-
powered an enforcement 
team to ensure that the ex-
ercise is professionally done. 
“The enforcement team is 
working with relevant stake-
holders including the LPG 
Retail Association and the 
Nigeria Police to ensure that 
Enugu State continues to be 
safe.  “A total compliance 
with fire safety is therefore 
demanded from all LPG 
(Cooking Gas) operators, 
domestic users and users 
of  other flammable and 
non-flammable materials to 
avoid fire outbreak in Enugu 
State”. 

Ohaa who sought the co-
operation and engagement 
of  individuals and corpo-
rate bodies for “an air tight 
fire safety environment in 
Enugu State”, hinted that 
the workshops in Nsukka 
and Igbo-Etiti LGAs were 
in continuation of  the fire 
safety awareness campaign 
across the 17 Local Gov-
ernment Areas of  the state 
aimed at safeguarding lives 
and property. 

“We adopted this ap-
proach of  engagement with 
the traditional institutions, 
the Presidents General, Mar-
ket Leaders, Neighborhood 
Watch groups, religious and 
youth groups because we 

want this fire safety work-
shop to be wholesome to cre-
ate a safer and more secured 
living environment for us, 
our friends and family. 

“For this reason, we stand 
with His Excellency, Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
the Executive Chairman of  
Nsukka LGAs, Hon. Barr. 
Cosmas Ugwueze, the Exec-
utive Chairman of  Igbo-Eti-
ti LGA, Hon. Mrs. Nkechi 
Ugwu-Oju, and other 15 
Council Chairmen, togeth-
er with the good people of  
Enugu State to say No to fire 
outbreak in Enugu State”, he 
added.

In her speech, the Chair-
man of  Igbo-Etiti LGA, 
Hon. Mrs. Ugwu-Oju ap-
plauded Gov. Ugwuanyi for 
his exceptional leadership, 
and for providing the ena-
bling environment for the 
council chairmen to work to 
complement the efforts of  his 
administration in addressing 
the plight of  the people in the 
rural areas.  Mrs. Ugwu-Oju 
described the fire safety out-
reach as awesome and edu-
cating, saying that “we have 
learnt a lot”.

Also in his speech, the 
Chairman of  Nsukka Local 
Government Area, Hon. 

Ugwueze thanked Governor 
Ugwuanyi for availing the 
people at the grassroots the 
unique opportunity to be ed-
ucated and sensitized on fire. 

Represented by the Sec-
retary of  the Council, Hon. 
Charles Nnamdi Onyeke, 
Hon. Ugwueze equally com-
mended the State Chief  Fire 
Officer, Engr. Ohaa for his 
vast knowledge in the fire 
sector, urging the partici-
pants to utilize what they 
learnt from the training to 
enhance the safety of  their 
environment.

Speaking at the event, the 
Chairman, Council of  Tradi-

tional Rulers, Enugu North 
Senatorial District, Igwe 
R.S.N. Eze lauded Governor 
Ugwuanyi for the proactive 
measures as well as the pos-
itive transformation being 
witnessed in the State Fire 
Service.

Igwe Eze stated that the 
upgrade of  the Fire Service 
stations and construction of  
new ones had enabled the 
people of  the state to benefit 
maximally from the services 
of  the agency, stressing that 
the fire safety workshop was 
unprecedented in the history 
of  the state.
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Harvestplus Nutritious Food Fair 2021 holds in Ilorin, Kwara State with key partners and stakeholders participating.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ), 
has said that it has 

taken a critical look at the 
passage of  the Electoral 
Act Amendment 2021 by 
the two chambers of  the 
National Assembly particu-
larly with regards to the di-
rect party primaries clause.

The Union urged the 
President, Mohammadu 
Buhari to sign the Act into 
law, irrespective of  the  con-
troversy between members 
of  the Governors Forum, 
political parties and the 
Federal Legislators.

In a press release signed 
by the National President, 
Comrade Chris Isiguzo, the 
NUJ explained that it took 
its decision after listening to 
arguments on the matter.

NUJ  commended the 
9th National Assembly 
for taking the bold steps 
in trying to fine- tune the 

electoral Bill in a manner 
that would translate into 
giving the people the pow-
er to determine who should 
be their leaders as against 
imposition usually experi-
enced through the indirect 
primaries where political 
godfathers are usually the 
sole determinants of  win-
ners without consideration 
for the people they desire to 
lead.

“We are however, curious 
that some of  the politicians 
that spend billions of  Naira 
in purchasing votes at every 
election, are now com-
plaining of  high cost for 
direct party primaries.

 It has to be stated in un-
ambiguous terms, that no 
cost should be considered 
as too much in entrenching 
true and acceptable democ-
racy in which the people 
are the real repository of  
power.”

The release noted that 
President Mohammadu 

Buhari had assured that 
having gone through a her-
culean task before getting 
to the office as President, 
he would hand over to Ni-
gerians an electoral system 
that would be to the benefit 
of  the generality of  Nigeria 
and not for a few.

“The time has come for 
the President to demon-
strate his promise by 
signing the Electoral Act 
Amendment Bill before 
him to allow the people 
have a say in who becomes 
their leader right from the 
political party.

Simply put, direct party 
primaries afford all party 
members the opportunity 
to participate in the process 
of  selection of  candidates 
for elective offices. This sin-
gular exercise would specif-
ically reduce to the barest 
minimum if  not eliminate 
the prevalence of  imposi-
tion of  candidates often 
associated with money 

bags during indirect party 
primaries by delegates who 
are known and easy to buy” 
, the men of  the pen profes-
sion said.

NUJ added that critical 
evaluation indicates that 
indirect party primaries 
have not helped the growth 
of  democracy in Nigeria 
as political office holders 
see themselves as being far 
above their subjects whose 
mandate they claimed to be 
holding in trust by making 
it difficult to hold them ac-
countable as a result of  the 
faulty process which saw 
them through to the office.

NUJ urges Buhari to sign Electoral 
Amendment act into law

NYSC to secure loans for Corps members
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Director-General, 
Brig Gen Shuaibu Ibra-
him has revealed the 

preparedness of  the scheme 
to liaise with financial insti-
tutions and other stakehold-
ers with a view to providing 
start-up loans to enable corps 
members actualize their busi-
ness dreams.

This is even as he has main-
tained that the corps mem-
bers must not participate in 
local political matters.

He stated this at the 
NYSC Permanent Orienta-
tion camp, Umunna, Bende 
L.G.A, of  Abia State during 
the terminal parade/closing 
ceremony of  the 2021 Batch 
C stream ll orientation course 
which was observed in a low 
key.

Brig. Gen. Shuaibu Ibra-
him therefore encouraged the 
corps members to build on 
the skills acquired by availing 
themselves of  opportunities 
for post-camp training. 

Brig. Gen. Shuaibu Ibra-
him whose address was read 
by the Abia State NYSC 
coordinator, Mr. Denis Jin-

gi maintained that the post 
camp training would go a 
long way in empowering 
them for self-employment.

His words, “I have received 
impressive reports on your 
participation in the entre-
preneurial and vocational 
trainings conducted in Camp 
under the NYSC Skill Acqui-
sition and Entrepreneurship 
Development (SAED) pro-
gramme. 

“I wish to assure you that 
the management will con-
tinue to explore avenues for 
optimizing the impact of  the 
programme”.

Brig. Gen. Ibrahim urged 
the corps members to sus-
tain the spirit of  patriotism, 
hard work and resilience, 
which they imbibed during 
the Orientation Course and 
expressed optimism that they 
will strive to meet the expec-
tations of  Nigerians by con-
tributing towards the progress 
and development of  “our fa-
therland”. The NYSC used 
the forum to remind them 
of  their oath of  allegiance in 
which they pledged to accept 
posting in good faith and en-
joined them to perform their 
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Osinbajo extols Buhari, Uzodimma for
attracting MSME Clinic to Imo
V

ice President Yemi 
Osinbajo on Tues-
day extolled Presi-

dent Mohammadu Buhari 
and Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma for their efforts in 
attracting the Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
Clinic to Imo State.

The National MSME 
Clinic, an initiative of  the 
Office of  the Vice President 
has  successfully been com-
missioned in Owerri  by  
Prof. Osibanjo in collabo-
ration with the Imo State 
government.

Performing the ceremony 
at the Ahiajoku Conven-
tion Centre in Owerri, the 
Imo State Capital, Prof. 
Osibanjo said that the clin-
ic entails government pro-

viding various equipment , 
machines, types of  trade 
facilities among others that 
are usually expensive to 
procure by those involved 
in small businesses because 
of  high cost of  such ma-
chines.

“What Government does 
is to invest in buying the 
equipment, provide spaces 
and facilities in that location 
of  the clusters for the trade 
or businesses and or where 
there are many people who 
are engaged in a particular 
type of  business the Gov-
ernment will help them to 
access the use of  such facil-
ities.”

He said the facility com-
missioned in Imo State is 
critical because “the loca-

tion of  the facility by the 
side of  Amakohia market 
is important because it is 
within the metropolis and 
also along the famous Orlu/
Owerri road which is the 
commercial nerve centre of  
Owerri.”

Prof. Osibanjo told his 
audience that “the facilities 
are well equipped and are 
expected to be used by those 
who are involved in the pro-
duction of  various garment 

New South East underway - Group
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A 
Non Govern-
mental Organ-
ization (NGO) 

called  “Ekene Uzodin -
ma Support Initiative” 
has launched “The New 
South-East Project” to 
reposition the zone for so-
cio-economic and political 
progress in the country.

Launching the project 
in Enugu on Tuesday, the 
Convener of  the NGO, Mr. 
Ekene Uzodinma, said 
that the project, which is 
a non-violence movement, 
would be a veritable intel-
lectual think-tank to give 
the South-East futuristic 
direction.

Uzodinma spoke on 
the theme: “Reposition-
ing Ndi-Igbo for National 
Relevance”. He said that 
the project would be a so-
cial engineering platform 
for intellectuals and pro-
fessionals to cross fertilise 
ideas on the best option 
of  moving the South-East 
forward and creating a 

future for younger genera-
tion of  the zone.

According to him, part 
of  the pursuit of  the pro-
ject is the need to remain 
relevant in the country by 
our people producing Pres-
ident of  South-East extrac-
tion come 2023 general 
election.

“Leaders in the zone 
must take responsibility 
and act intellectually to 
check degeneration ongo-
ing in the South-East espe-
cially in the socio-econom-
ic and security fronts.

“There is a need for in-
tellectuals to arise and stop 
the emerging challenges of  
the zone, which might over-
whelm all of  us and turn a 
once peaceful zone to what 
looks like the North-East.

“The respected people 
and traditional rulers in 
the zone on their part must 
wake-up and check the 
level of  degeneration even 
from our community lev-
els,” he said.

On the perceived mar-
ginalization of  the South-
East, the convener sad that 
intellectuals in the zone 

have to brainstorm on how 
to get the zone out of  the 
yoke of  marginalization 
whether real or imaginary.

“If  we are alive as citi-
zens of  this country and 
this country belongs to all 
of  us; no one will continue 
to put us down and mar-
ginalise us in any guise,” he 
added.

In a message, the Chair-
man of  Enugu Sports Club, 
Mr, Henry Nwosu, urged 
the people of  the South-
East to reenact the resil-
ience spirit in them and 
fight to get whosoever is 
due to them.

Nwosu said that time 
had come when the people 
of  the zone must get fully 
involved in the socio-eco-
nomic and political gov-
ernance and control in the 
country.

Speaking, Chief  Chek-
was Okorie, an elder states-
man and politician from 
the South-East, said that 
the people of  the zone had 
to leverage on the wide-
spread of  its people in the 
country to network and get 
other ethnic groups buying 

into their presidential am-
bition.

“For the Presidential am-
bition in 2023; we have to 
do more consultation with 
ourselves and other eth-
nic groups as most of  they 
know that we have the suc-
cess magic,” he said.

In his remark, Dr. Chuk-
wuemeka  Ezeife, former 
Governor of  Anambra, 
thanked the organizers  and 
Uzodinma for the vision of  
repositioning the zone for 
greater relevance in the Ni-
geria nation.

Ezeife, who was repre-
sented by Chief  Onuorah 
Nnebugwu, urged South-
East intellectuals to take up 
the challenge of  fashioning 
out and implementing pro-
grammes meant to make 
the zone relevant in the 
scheme of  things.

Highlights of  the event 
included: a lecture deliv-
ered by Igwe A.I. Ofuebe, 
the Traditional Ruler of  
Ifite Ogwari Community 
in Anambra, on the topic: 
“Role of  Traditional Rulers 
in Repositioning of  Ndi-Ig-
bo”.

National Orientation Agency, NOA, on advocacy tour at Central Mosque, Owerri on Wednesday.

NOA sensitizes Muslim
leaders on peace building
By Ikenna Orioha

I
n order to bridge religious 
peace and security among 
Muslims and Christians in 

the country, the National Ori-
entation Agency (NOA), has 
sensitized Muslim leaders in 
Imo State.

Among the Muslim leaders 
in the program with NOA 
were, Barr. Suleiman Usuf  
Njoku (Chief  Imam, Imo 
State Central Mosque), Ali-
yu Umar Ucheriodo (Depu-
ty Imam, Imo State Central  
Mosque ), Ibrahim Bello, 
(Chief  Imam, Ideato Cen-
tral Mosque), Imam Dauda 
Abubakar Osuikpa (Chief  
Imam, Orlu Mosque) and 
Imam Superintendent of  Po-
lice, Ibrahim Mikaioa Onu-
maegbu (Imo State Police 
Command).

The sensitization program 
was carried out on Wednes-
day at the Central Mosque 
Owerri by the state Direc-
tor, National Orientation 
Agency, Nazzy Njoku and 
the Deputy Director, Special 
Duties NOA, Ezerebo Eva 
who charged the Muslim 
clerics to continue to talk to 
their worshippers on the need 
for religious tolerance and 
righteousness with a view to 
maintaining love, peace, uni-
ty and security, saying with 

peace and security fully en-
joyed social economic devel-
opment will be permanently 
sustained and richly shared 
among citizens. 

Njoku reminded religious 
leaders and opinion moulders 
with chivalric and convincing 
spirit of  the importance of  
reorientation of  their faith-
ful, fathers, mothers, children 
and wards, students, pupils 
or scholars to scale down 
crimes, violence and evil.

According to the NOA 
state Director, “we are here 
to talk to critical stakehold-
ers of  Muslim in Imo State 
about peace- building, secu-
rity and unity of  Nigeria so 
that they orientate their wor-
shippers more on the need 
for those. That is what the 
NOA has started doing and 
we hope this will scale down 
this level of  mistrust, separa-
tist agitation, insecurity and 
all forms of  vices bedeviling 
the society. Sectarian vio-
lence would be discouraged 
by love, righteousness and 
tolerance among Muslims 
and Christians if  you reflect 
your belief  for peace in your 
attitude. NOA will continue 
to sensitize opinion moulders 
on importance of  peace”.

Assuring the agency of  to-
tal tolerance, peace and co-
operation among Muslims 
and Christians to continue 
to move forward and live in 
comfort, Chief  Imam, Imo 
State Central Mosque, Ower-
ri, Barr Suleiman Yusuf  Njo-
ku, said Islam is a religion of  
peace and love which does 
not condone evil, “as clerics 
of  Islam we would not leave 
any stone unturned while 
re-orientating our worship-
pers. NOA is working well 
and we appreciate your ef-
fort”.
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wears and it is meant to en-
able them to produce end-
to-end.”

In the same vein, he com-
mended the Governor Uzo-
dimma for his commitment 
in attracting the facility to 
Imo State, emphasizing 
that the facility is in collab-
oration between the Feder-
al and State Government . 
“So the State is expected to 
work jointly with the Fed-
eral Government in other 

to benefit the people of  the 
State.”

In his address, Governor 
Uzodimma described the 
MSME facility as a salutary 
signpost of  the Shared Pros-
perity Agenda of  his admin-
istration and thanked Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
and his team for the creative 
enterprise expressed in the 
MSME scheme. He de-
scribed the project as a “tes-
tament of  the Federal Gov-

ernment commitment to the 
development of  Imo State.”  

“The cardinal objective 
of  the facility is the empow-
erment of  our young men 
and women and total erad-
ication of  poverty in Imo 
State,” he said and thanked 
again the President and the 
Vice President for the atten-
tion that they have always 
given to Imo State which he 
described as “the industrial 
hub of  the South East.
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smaller to bigger”. 
The collection maintains 

TMO's signature style of  
bold prints with intricate 
details from contrasting hues 
and patterns. 

T h e  s t y l e s  i n  t h e 
collection can be easily 
defined as glamour-comfort 
with its embodiment of  the 
modern woman's style and 
her drive to be and do more. 

“I am inspired by women 
and our ability to magnify 
anything we are given," May 
who is the Creative Director 
of  TMO said. 

"With this collection, I 
went back to the very essence 
of  the brand, the growth I 
had experienced to get the 

rom smaller to bigger, F'A Minors Ad Maius; 
i s  ever ything the 

TMO Woman aspires to be. 
TMO is a resort-style 

Nigerian fashion brand 
founded by May Omaka 
Osama. 

W i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  
redefining resort wear to be 
more than clothes women 
lounge in, May draws upon 
her personal experiences and 
interaction with women to 
create a collection that 
magnifies women in all their 
glory with 'A Minors Ad 
Maius'. 

A Minors Ad Maius 
celebrates a woman's ability 
to take something “from 

brand where we are today 
and when I thought of  the 
collection 'A Minors Ad 
Maius'. 

"I imagined the TMO 
woman walking into rooms, 
breaking  bar r ie rs,  and 
standing out because of  her 
style and the grace she 
eludes." 

TMO celebrated the 
launch of  'A Minors Ad 
Maius' with a fashion show 
at The Truth Beach Club on 
Saturday, November 27, 
2021 where it revealed 50 
n e w  d e s i g n s  w i t h  a n 
inclusive line carrying xs-4xl 
sizes. 

TMO's latest collection 'a minors ad maius' launch
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marriage. 
He's caring, sensitive, 

and God-fearing. Deep in 
your heart you are sure he 
is the one. But he hasn't 
proposed yet and you are 
starting to doubt his good 
intentions. 

Perhaps he just wants 
to chop and clean mouth? 
Or maybe he is married? 
Could he be planning a 

wedding with someone else? 
Well, fret no more, he just 

might be thinking about that 
same thing too! 

Here are 4 signs that you'll 
f ind  he lpfu l  in  knowing 
whether to be expectant of  an 
engagement ring soon, or not. 

Note that the presence of  
these signs is not conclusive 
evidence that the proposal ring 
will come soon or come at all 

because humans [especially 
men] are totally unpredictable. 

H o w e v e r,  t h e r e  a r e 
chances that it'll come when 
you notice these 4 signs; 

He plans his future with 
you in it 

More often than not, one 
sign you will get when your 
man is planning to propose is 
the way he refers to you both in 
the few months or weeks prior 

to the proposal. 
If  he's speaking about his 

life plans with you directly in 
line, he's ready to commit to 
you for the long haul, and don't 
be too surprised if  somewhere 
in the not-too-distant future, he 
g o e s  d o w n  a  k n e e  a n d 
proposes. 

He doesn't dismiss your 
hints 

Sometimes, ladies drop 
little, coded information which 
po in t  to  an  expec ta t ion 
building up in them. 

S o  w h e n  y o u  s t a r t 
dropping those hints about ring 
styles you love, he just smiles 
adoringly, or says stuff  like 
“let's see what happens” or 
“there's nothing God cannot 
d o ”  l o o k s  a t  y o u  w i t h 
adoration and not, "Not this 
nonsense again," he might be 
ready to buy you a sparkling 
gem of  a ring. 

He's somehow being 
secretive 

t is already the end of  the Iyear, and people have 
started this 'cutting off  

unnecessary relationships' 
again. It may sound cliché, but 
t r y  t o  e v a l u a t e  y o u r 
relationships this year and 
check if  some of  your supposed 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  t ox i c . 
W h e t h e r  i t ' s  a  b u s i n e s s 
relationship, a friendship or a 
romantic relationship, no one 
deserves to be in a toxic one.

Here are pointers to guide 
you on identifying a toxic 
relationship 

1. No gives, only takes 
If  you experience no 

return of  positive energy from 
your partner, you are always 
giving, never receiving, you 
may be in a toxic relationship. 
Note that it doesn't have to be 
in monetary or material terms. 
It could be in terms of  time, 
energy expended, and efforts 
you put into the relationship. 

2 .  U n h e a l t h y 
envy/jealousy 

Do you rethink before 
sharing the good news with this 
person because you always feel 
like they give off  this jealous or 
bad aura? Or does this person 
always tend to belittle your 

wins or undermine you? Toxic. 
3. Lack of support 
Does this person ever 

support your ventures? Do they 
give you the encouragement 
and hype you need and desire 
to strive ahead? Or does this 
person wash down every idea 
you come up with without 
p r o f f e r i n g  p l a u s i b l e 
alternatives? 

4. Gaslighting 
Gaslighting is a form of  

manipulation that makes you 
question your sanity, feelings 
and perception of  reality. It is a 
form of  emotional abuse. For 
instance, they will constantly 
criticize whatever you do and 
justify it with the excuse of  'I do 
it because I love you.' Nothing 
you ever do is enough or 
worthy. They always tell you 
you're overreacting when 
trying to communicate how 
you feel. 

5. Intimidation 
Do you feel emotionally 

unsafe around such a person? 
Can you voice your opinions 
w i t h o u t  t h e m  b e i n g 
judgmental or dismissive? Or 
do you cower away in fear? 

You should re-evaluate 
your relationships and check 
for these pointers. If  you think 
y o u  c a n  s a l v a g e  t h e 
relationship, you can talk it out 
with the parties involved; but if  
you can't, just let it go. 

While you are at it, also 
check yourself. Who knows, 
you could also be the toxic one. 

Toxic relationships are 
energy draining and can cost 
you valuable time. You deserve 
to be happy, too; make a 
conscious effort and choose 
happiness. 

If  he starts to keep tiny 
little secrets from you about 
where he is or what he is doing, 
he just could be hunting for 
that ring that will make you 
happy. He just might. 

His friends are getting 
hooked up 

When you have been 
dating for quite a while, and all 
his friends are getting married, 
dear, you are most probably in 
line for a proposal. 

Yeah, nothing is certain, 
and the fact that his friends are 
getting married does not mean 
that he is going to just whisk 
you off  to the altar if  he's not 
really ready. 

However, there's a huge 
chance that if  he keeps himself  
around married guys or have 
friends who are about to walk 
down the aisle, he will most 
likely be thinking about settling 
down with you, too, especially 
if  you both have gotten to that 
point in your relationship 
where a proposal seems only 
the logical next step. 

h a t  a r e  t h e 

Wthings a guy 
will most likely 

do when he's starting to 
think of  asking for your 
hand in marriage?

You both have been 
together for long enough, 
gone  through a l l  the 
motions, such that the next 
logical thing is for him to 
ask for  your hand in 

s  g r e a t  a s  b a e 

Aallowances are, no 
one should ever feel 

under any pressure to give 
them.

L e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t 
boyfriends, girlfriends and 
the appropriateness of  
giving monthly allowances 
to someone you are in a 
relationship with. 

Unsurprisingly, one of  
the most discussed, often 
controversial aspects of  
relationships is money and 
its application in those. 
Issues about cab fares after 
visits, who pays during 
dates, how much one needs 
to earn before considering a 
relationship, etc have been 
debated on social media in 
the recent past. 

One other aspect of  this 
money discussion is the 
p r a c t i c e  o f  g i v i n g  a 
girlfriend money at the end 
of  every month for her up 
keep. 

This money is actually 
known as Bae Allowance – 
money a guy gives his 
girlfriend at the end of  each 
month for her random 

needs. 
B a e  a l l o w a n c e  i s 

cool... 
T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g 

s topping  anyone f rom 
giving money to a girlfriend. 
Heck, there's even no rule 
about  how frequent  i t 
should be or how much it 
should be. 

It is not illogical for a 
man to want to spoil his 
woman in all manners he 
deems fit. If  a monthly 
allowance is one of  the ways 
he chooses to appreciate his 
woman's presence in her 
life, then, no one should give 
such guy grief  for that. 

For the guys who feel 
comfortable doing so, it is 
admirable and nice. And 
you should  never  fee l 
discouraged by people to 
stop if  you see no problem 
with it. 

Bae allowance is not a 
relationship standard 

Bae allowance may not 
be wrong but it should never 
be a relationship benchmark 
for anyone. If  you date 
someone who gave you a 
monthly, weekly or daily 

allowance, it is important to 
understand that such person 
did it as largesse and not a 
compulsory or widely-
ex p e c t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
standard. 

Bae allowance is not on 
t h e  s a m e  p e d e s t a l  o f  
relationship expectations as 
communication, honesty, 
gift-giving and others. 

T h i s  i s  w hy  eve r y 
money [whether monthly or 
less frequently] between 
p a r t n e r s  n e e d  t o  b e 
appreciated for the gifts they 
are, and not demanded as if  
t h e y  c o n t r a c t u a l 
obligations. 

As we already said in 
another post here, your 
boyfriend does not owe you 
the duty of  gifting you 
money, just as you do not 
owe him the duty of  cooking 
his meals or tidying up his 
apartment in your visits. 

People should do these 
things because they are 
capable and want to do so. 
No one should be compelled 
to do them. 

There are relationship 
things you can demand 
because you are entitled to 
them; a monthly allowance, 
as nice as it is, isn't one of  
them. 
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e can feel it, can't 

Wwe?

The dry throat, dusty 
feet, cracked lips; this is just 
harmattan showing its 
arrival. 

Although we can't chase 
it away, we'd be giving tips 
on how to keep your skin 
fresh and hydrated during 
this dry period. 

Drink lots of  fruit 
infused water

This is a secret to upping 
your water intake during 
this season: drink at least 
four liters of  water daily, 
and to make it easy, you can 
infuse your water bottle 
with different fruits like 
apple, pineapple, cucumber, 
or mint leaves. In this 
process, you get hydrated 
and also get the needed 
nutrients. 

Doing this should not 

hen it comes to 

Wweight loss, eat 
smart rather than 

hard. Let's take a look at a 
few of  the delicious food 
combinations that can help 
you lose weight.

Before you throw your 
weight loss plan out the 
window, consider trying 
something new, smart, and 
nutritious. Don't get too 
excited, though, because the 
secret isn't in what you eat, 
but in how you eat it. 

I want to convey the 
conce p t  o f  combin ing 
certain foods in order to lose 
weight quickly. 

C e r t a i n  f o o d 
substances, when properly 
mixed, complement each 
other to target your body 
fats. 

They include: 
1. Banana and spinach 
Each one provides a 

nutrient punch on its own, 
but when combined, they 
provide even more benefits. 
This combination of  yellow 
a n d  g r e e n  s o u n d s 
unappealing, but it's perfect 
for losing weight. While 
bananas help with digestion, 
satiety, and weight loss, 
adding spinach to your diet 
can help you lose weight 
faster. Spinach is high in 
antioxidants and vitamins A, 
K, B, and C, as well as being 
a low-calorie food. So, put 
this super combo on your 
plate and provide your body 
with the fuel it requires to 
burn fat. 

2 .  A v o c a d o  a n d 
tomatoes 

It's no surprise that 

avocados and tomatoes have 
s p e c i a l  n u t r i t i o n a l 
properties, but when eaten 
together, they outperform 
the competi t ion in the 
weight-loss department. 
Together, they do double 
duty for your health, but 
avo c a d o ' s  r o l e  i n  t h i s 
combination is  cr i t ical 
because  i t  a ids  in  the 
absorption of  the beneficial 
c a r o t e n o i d s  f o u n d  i n 
tomatoes. Furthermore, it 
adds value and volume to 
your meal, keeping you 
satisfied for longer. 

Avocado and tomato, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h 
published in the Journal of  
Nutrition, provide nutrients 
that boost immunity and 
fight inflammation. As a 
result, they not only satisfy 
your taste buds, but they also 
detoxify your body, which is 
an important step toward 
flushing those fats. 

3. Bell peppers and eggs 
We all know that bell 

peppers aid in the loss of  
stubborn belly fat, but when 
combined with eggs, they 
turn the scales even faster. 
Bell peppers, which are high 
in antioxidants, assist in 
keeping your cells healthy 
and clean. Eggs, on the other 
hand, are nutrient-dense and 
filling, lowering your calorie 
intake. It's no surprise that 
the  advantages  of  th is 
fantastic match extend far 
beyond taste. When you 
combine the two, you'll burn 
more calories and strengthen 
your immune system. Eggs 
contain choline, and peppers 
contain vitamin C, which 

aids weight loss. 
For the record, I don't 

mean eating an egg after 
taking a bite of  raw bell 
peppers. Instead, you could 
make jollof  rice with the 
pepper, then garnish with 
eggs. 

4. Salad and hard-
boiled eggs 

Sa lad  i s  a lways  an 
option when it comes to your 
weight-loss plan. However, 
adding eggs to your healthy 
salad ideas is like a bonus. 
Hard-boiled eggs are a 
simple way to give your body 
the protein and nutrients it 
requires to shed pounds. 
Prote in  a lso  s lows the 
digestion process, allowing 
you to feel fuller for longer. 
However, relying solely on 
eggs is not recommended. 
Adding salad to your egg diet 
will help to balance it out. 
So, go for this ultimate fruit 
and protein diet, which will 
not only help you lose weight 
but will also help you build 
muscle. 

There's a reason why 
two is always preferable to 
one. These powerful food 
combinations work together 
to  provide  you wi th  a 
nutritional bang as well as a 
slimming effect. However, in 
order to have that overhaul 
effect on your body and up 
y o u r  g a m e,  y o u  m u s t 
p r o p e r l y  p r a c t i c e  t h e 
combination trick. The right 
food combination can help 
you lose weight while also 
improving your appearance 
and health. 

stop you from getting fruits 
normally and adding them 
to your breakfast or dinner 
plan. 

Lots of  fruit intake will 
also boost your immune 
s y s t e m  a n d  wa r d  o f f  
unnecessary flus. 

Do NOT bathe with hot 
water

Ins tead  ba the  wi th 
lukewarm or slightly warm 
water. This is because hot 
water dries the skin out and 
deprives it of  the needed 
moisture, also limiting bath 
time will help your skin 
retain moisture. 

Use nose masks
Using nose masks will 

not only help keep your 
nostrils safe from the dry air, 
it also protects you from the 
dust particles that might 
contain pathogens carrying 
flu or air borne diseases with 
them. 

Stock up on vitamin C
Opting for this will not 

only boost your immunity 
but will also reduce your 
chances of  catching a flu 
and also help retain your 
beautiful skin. 

Moisturise
Lotions should be your 

best friends in this period, 
get oil-based moisturizers 
for face and body, for better 
hydration, make sure there's 
still a bit of  water on your 
skin before putting on the 
lotion, this is so as to lock in 
moisture for longer hours. 

Invest in lip balm
Dry or cracked lips are 

prevalent during this period, 
and not only are they not 
pretty to the eyes, they can 
also get very painful and in 
extreme cases, even bleed. 
To avoid this, invest in lip 
hydrating balms or gloss to 
keep your lips fresh and 

protected all day. 
Hair protection
This is the season we 

advertise for protective 
styling! Braids are the best 
option during this time, as 
your natural hair is kept safe 
from the harsh air; also 
application of  leave-in 
conditioner is advised. If  
you opt for weaves, make 
sure to tend to it every day, 
applying the needed oils and 
moisturizers, to preserve the 
weave life. 

opcorn is a traditional Ps n a c k  f o r  m o v i e 
t h e a t r e s  a n d  c oz y 

nights at home, but it has a lot 
of  health benefits that most 
people don't know about. 
Popcorn is a snack that is 
enjoyed worldwide, and there 
is historical evidence that 
cultures have enjoyed popcorn 
for over 6000 years. 

F r o m  l o w e r i n g 
cholesterol levels to improving 
digestion and regulating blood 
sugar, below are some health 
benefits of  popcorn you need 
to know about. 

1. Lowers cholesterol 
levels 

W h o l e  g r a i n s  l i k e 
popcorn contain soluble fiber, 
which reduces cholesterol 
levels by binding to the 
cholesterol present in the 
small intestine and preventing 
a b s o r p t i o n  i n t o  t h e 

urning to substance Ta b u s e  a n d  d r u g 
a d d i c t i o n  c a n  b e 

considered a weakness by some 
individuals, but it doesn't have 
to be. Addiction is a grave 
problem that affects many 
people, and the worst thing 
about it is that once you are 
addicted to something, it 
becomes hard to get rid of  it. 
The condition keeps getting 
worse and slowly chokes your 
life out. However, there are 
ways  to  bat t le  addic t ion 
problems. 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
Problem 

When someone is battling 
an addiction problem, it is 
important to understand the 
problem fully. This helps the 
rehabilitation process a lot and 
makes sure that the person gets 
treated properly. 

There's a saying: 
"People with alcohol use 

disorders have spent more time with 
alcohol than they have without it, 
and they typically have strong 
feelings about stopping." 

This shows how important 
it is to get to know the problem 
before battling an addiction. 

Ask for help 
W h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h 

addiction, it's a lot simpler to 
seek help than most people 
believe. That's because you can 
only beat addiction by asking 

for help. 
This is what makes so 

many people fail at beating 
their addictions. They want to 
fix the problem on their own, 
but they don't know how to do 
that. They shouldn't consider it 
shameful to work on this 
problem. For example, if  
someone is battl ing drug 
addiction, they should not 
disregard the idea of  drug rehab 
because they are terrified of  
what others would think. They 
don't believe they can change 
until they admit they need help 
with addiction. And this is 
critical to recovery. 

Finding a support group 
Addiction is a disease that 

can be overcome, but it's also a 
disease that rears its ugly head 
again and again. This is why 
support groups are so valuable 
for addicts looking to stay 
sober. There are many different 
types of  support groups for 
recovering addicts, for those 
who are at-risk for addiction, 
and for family members and 
loved ones of  addicts. 

Go on a break 
When you battle addiction, 

you need to understand that 
recovery is a life-long process. 
It's not something that you can 
conquer once and be done with 
it. Recovering from a drug or 
alcohol addiction is one of  the 

best ways to build a stronger, 
more meaningful life. 

That's why going on a 
break when battling addiction 
is so important. You need to 
take a pause in your recovery 
process  and address  any 
outside issues that might be 
causing you stress. 

Exercise 
Exercise can help you stay 

sober. The actual explanation 
for this is debatable. There are 
many theories: it helps you 
focus and distract yourself  from 
your cravings; it  releases 
endorphins; it increases the 
production of  dopamine, 
which is the neurotransmitter 
responsible for addiction. 

Be Patient and persistent 
Addiction is a disease, and 

like any other disease, it 
r e q u i r e s  p a t i e n c e  a n d 
persistence to win the battle. 
When it comes to battling 
addiction, people are always 
looking for a quick fix. They 
want to find something that will 
change their lives in five 
minutes. The truth is, you can't 
quit cold turkey and expect 
e ve r y t h i n g  t o  w o r k  o u t 
perfectly right away. 

I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f a c e 
addiction problems and win, 
b u t  i t  r e q u i r e s  a  s t r o n g 
commitment .  I f  you  are 
dealing with addiction, or if  
you know of  someone who is, 
we hope these tips are of  help. 

b l o o d s t r e a m .  W h e n 
cholesterol is reduced, you 
h a v e  a  l o w e r  r i s k  o f  
cardiovascular defects like 
stroke and heart attack later in 
life. In addition, reduced 
cholesterol means less strain 
on the arteries and heart so 
blood can flow easily. 

2 .  H a s  a n t i ox i d a n t 
properties 

P o p c o r n  c o n t a i n s 
polyphenols which act as an 
antioxidant in the body that 
h e l p  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e 
development  of  chronic 
diseases, reduce oxidative 
stress, and reduce aging. Fruits 
a n d  ve ge t a b l e s  c o n t a i n 
polyphenols, but they are 
diluted because of  their high 
water quantity. On the other 
hand, popcorn contains only 
4% water, so the polyphenols 
are concentrated. 

3. Aids weight loss 

One cup of  popcor n 
contains about 30 calories, 
and that's five times fewer 
calories than one serving of  
potato chips. Popcorn is a low-
calorie snack with high fiber 
content  that  can reduce 
hunger by slowing the rate of  
digestion and aiding weight 
loss. Plain popcorn is also low 
in saturated fat, so it is a heart-
healthy snack to fill you and 
keep you in good shape. 

4. Regulates blood sugar 
Fiber affects the body's 

blood sugar as it helps regulate 
the release of  insulin. When 
your insulin is regulated, you 
have a low risk of  contracting 
type 2 diabetes. If  you already 
h a v e  d i a b e t e s ,  t a k i n g 
r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t s  o f  
popcorn can help you reduce 
your fluctuations in blood 
sugar. 
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ISSUES

Debts and the coming Armageddon 

In May 2021, Nigeria’s debt servicing to revenue was 98 
percent as against international prudential benchmark of 

22.5 percent. This translates to Nigeria spending 98 percent 
of its revenue on servicing debts alone. So, for every N100 

the country makes, largely from oil receipts, it spends N98 to 
service its debt and only N2 for critical public expenditures. 

“

“

its revenue on servicing debts 
alone. So, for every N100 the 
country makes, largely from 
oil receipts, it spends N98 to 
service its debt and only N2 for 
critical public expenditures. 
Nothing is more unsustainable 
than this. Nigeria revenue is 
shrinking, and its fiscal deficit 
is growing at geometrical 
proportion. This means that 
we are getting to where the 
entire national revenue will be 
inadequate to service debts. 
Nigeria will plunge more into 
debt to just keep up with its 
debt servicing obligation. Debt 
service to revenue is expected 
to rise to 395 percent in 2022.

To understand the 
precarity of  Nigeria’s public 
debt profile, compare it with 
those of  comparable African 
countries. South Africa has 
a higher Debt-to GDP ratio 

than Nigeria (32 percent to 
Nigeria’s 25 percent), a lower 
Debt Servicing-to-Revenue 
ratio of  13.7 percent (Nigeria 
is 98 percent) and a higher 
Revenue-to-Debt ratio of  291 
percent, compared to Nigeria’s 
7 percent. Kenya is in far better 
position than Nigeria. Its Debt-
to-GDP is 55.6 percent, Debt 
Servicing-to-Revenue of  34.8 
percent and Revenue-to-Debt 
of  198 percent. (Note that some 
of  the data are 2017 data).

The Minister of  Finance 
recognized that Nigeria’s is 
poor compared with other 
African countries in the 
indicators that determine the 
wellbeing of  the people and 
the stability of  its federation. 
But Nigeria is constrained by 
growing fiscal deficit to borrow 
more and more.

The eminent economist, 

Dudley Seer, advises us 
to always ask “What has 
been happening to poverty? 
What has been happening 
to unemployment? What 
has been happening to 
inequality?” With over 100 
million poor citizens and one 
of  the highest inequalities in 
the world (Gini-coefficient of  
40 percent in 2017), Nigeria 
needs to spend more and more 
in capital projects and in cash 
transfers. With a revenue to 
debt profile of  7 (in 2017), the 
country faces a huge crisis of  
stimulating economic growth 
and human development.

We cannot continue on 
the journey to ‘no-where’. 
The President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration is 
readying fresh application 
for more loan. Since 1923-24 
when the country borrowed 5.7 

million pounds from London 
creditors, each administrator 
has resorted to borrowing to 
fund capital project, and there 
is little to show for it. The 
Buhari administration may be 
borrowing more for recurrent 
expenditure considering the 
ratio of  recurrent to capital 
expenditure in the national 
budget. Furthermore, we are 
facing one of  the most severe 
revenue crises since 1999. The 
government manages fiscal 
deficit with more borrowing. 
To service our debts, we have to 
spend export earning, constrain 
export, or borrow more.

But we cannot borrow our 
way out of  the combination 
of  severe fiscal deficit and 
grave revenue shortfall. We 
have to produce ourselves 
out of  it. We need to boost 
productivity through wise 
economic policies; policies 
that incentivize production, 
not consumption; policies 
that turn every corner of  the 
country into a factory or a 
plantation, so we generate 
more revenue to service our 
debts and invest in social and 
physical infrastructure.

If  we don’t expand 
production, we are waiting 
for Armageddon, the result 
of  fiscal deficit joining with 
revenue shortfall, increasing 
poverty and spiraling 
inequality.     

◊ Sam Amadi, PhD, a former 
Chairman of  the Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission, is the Director 
of  Abuja School of  Social and Political 
Thoughts.

By Dr. Sam Amadi

T
he report that China is 
taking over the Entebbe 
International Airport 

in Kampala because of  
Uganda’s failure to repay the 
Chinese loan for it will interest 
Nigerians. Uganda had tried 
to negotiate variation to the 
terms of  the loan, but China 
rebuffed the move. 

Entebbe is the main 
international airport in 
Uganda with significant air 
traffic. But the curse of  debts 
means that such a strategic 
asset will be in the control of  
China on account of  bad debt.

Nigeria is not risking a 
takeover by the Chinese. But 
its public debt constrains 
any sustainable development 
and compounds the crises of  
poverty and insecurity. Nigeria 
risks economic collapse if  it 
does not get a handle on the 
economic implications of  
its burgeoning public debts 
at national and subnational 
levels.

As of  June 2021, Nigeria’s 
total public debt (both 
domestic and foreign) was 
$86.571 billion, comprising 
of  $33.468 billion (36.68%) 
foreign debt. Nigeria’s Debt-
to-GDP ratio is about 25 
percent. Considering that the 
World Bank recommends 50 
percent as the threshold for 
Debt-to-GDP ratio, there is 
a veneer of  sustainability to 
Nigeria’s public debt. But this 
is nothing but a veneer. The 
truth is that Nigeria’s debt is 
not sustainable if  we go beyond 
Debt-to-GDP and consider the 
Debt-to-Revenue and Debt-
to-Expenditure ratios. These 
indicators are more important 
in debt sustainability than 
Debt-to-GDP considering 
Nigeria’s poverty level and the 
need for investment in social 
and physical infrastructure.

Based on Debt-to-GDP, 
the Minister of  Finance has 
assured that Nigeria’ public 
debt is sustainable, and the 
country should continue to 
borrow for infrastructure 
development. This is false to 
the extent that it overlooks 
the implication of  rising debt 
profile and increasing fiscal 
crisis. Nigeria debt is not 
sustainable because it costs 
Nigeria so much to service its 
debt. The danger of  debt is 
when average rate of  interest is 
more than rate of  increase of  
debt.

In May 2021, Nigeria’s debt 
servicing to revenue was 98 
percent as against international 
prudential benchmark of  22.5 
percent. This translates to 
Nigeria spending 98 percent of  

“If we don’t expand production, we are waiting for Armageddon”.

Nigeria Finance Minister, Ahmed Nigeria president, Buhari
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The departure 
of  a legendary 
broadcaster: 
Chudi Onuzo 
T

here is no doubt 
that last year and 
this year, I have 

witnessed unprecedented 
loss of  life in many 
communities, towns and 
villages. The rate of  death 
is very astronomical and 
phenomenal. 

Since the emergence of  
Covid19 suspected to have 
emanated from Wuhan 
China, unprecedented 
rate of  deaths have been 
recorded. Although the 
World Health Organisation 
and other international 
health agencies have done 
a lot to stem the tide of  
rising cases of  death, not 
necessarily as a result of  
Covid19, other associated 
factors have resulted in 
the death of  many people 
worldwide. 

One of  such death was 
that of  Barr. Chudi Onuzo 
from Ubuluihijiofor in 
Orlu, who meritoriously 
served the Imo State 
Broadcasting cooperation 
for years. 

Many of  us particularly 
those in the media 
industry must have reacted 
differently to the news of  
the death of  Chudi.

Although a lot of  
people have reacted to his 
death and a lot has been 
written about him and 

his broadcasting qualities, 
nothing, absolutely nothing 
could be said to be enough 
about him. 

In the first place, 
Chudi Onuzo was a 
born broadcaster with 
professional competence 
and indeed, he rose very 
highly in the industry 
culminating in his 

becoming the Director 
General of  IBC, when IBC 
was IBC. 

A highly competent 
gentleman with a 
melodious voice which he 
expressed and discharged 
while on the microphone. 
His voice was very deep, 
attractive and stimulating 
to the listener. 

Once he was reading 
the news on the tube, every 
listener’s attention must 
be captured. Apart from 
the fact that he was very 
photogenic, he was indeed 
a very handsome person. 
Because of  these qualities 
he presented on the 
television, he attracted a 
lot of  admirers, supporters 
and listeners. Indeed 
and indeed he was very 
magnificent in appearance 
and conduct. 

Although he was 
versatile in world history 

which he completely and 
competently expressed 
on television. Although 
am Anglican Puritan of  
Christian faith, nobody 
could remember any day 
that he did not go to church 
to worship. 

In addition, it was his 
practice to open his office 
and enter it with short 
prayer. Many believed that 
he was a prayer warrior.

Chudi Onuzo was 
somebody strongly 
attached to Christianity 
and the ascendancy he 
reached in his profession 
were God given hence he 
was able to be selected from 
time to time to interview 
national personalities on 
the very fact that such 
interviews would attract a 
global audience. Because 
Chudi was a highly talented 
broadcaster.

Now that he has played 
his role during his life time 
here on Earth, many of  
us will continue to admire 
and savor his various 
qualities. Indeed if  we had 
the powers, we would have 
asked for the elongation of  
his life to serve for more 
years. But since we don’t 
have such powers all we 
can do is to continue to 
pray and ask for the eternal 
repose of  his life.

Although a lot of 
people have reacted 

to his death and a 
lot has been written 
about him and his 

broadcasting qualities, 
nothing, absolutely 

nothing could be said 
to be enough about 
him. In the �rst place, 
Chudi Onuzo was a 
born broadcaster 
with professional 
competence and 

indeed, he rose very 
highly in the industry 

culminating in his 
becoming the Director 
General of IBC, when 

IBC was IBC. 

Onuzo 



SPORTS
iverpool manager LJurgen Klopp may 
well be biased, but 

he has had a front-row seat 
to witness the incredible 
form of  forward Mohamed 
Salah – and the Egypt 
international could grab yet 
another record very soon.

If  the 29-year-old scores 
or registers an assist in 
Thursday's home game 
a g a i n s t  1 9 t h - p l a c e d 
Newcastle – a side he has 
never failed to score against 
at Anfield – then Salah will 
have equaled Jamie Vardy's 
record of  scoring or creating 
a goal in 15 consecutive 
Premier League matches.

But records are nothing 
new for the incredible 
Salah.

In October he became 
the first Liverpool man to 
score in nine successive 
games and the hat-trick 
against Manchester United 
in the following match left 
him as the highest-scoring 
African player in Premier 
League history, overtaking 
Didier Drogba's mark of  
104 goals.

These records can be 
added on to a whole heap of  
historical achievements in 
the red of  Liverpool.

His 32 goals in 2017-18 
remains the highest in a 38-

game Premier  League 
season, he is Liverpool's all-
time Champions League 
top goalscorer (33) and 
became the fastest foreign 
player to tally 100 goal 
involvements in the Premier 
League, to name just a few.

Salah's 2021 statistics 
for goal involvements is 
superb. As of  15 December, 
he had scored eight more 
Premier League goals (23) 
than the next man on the list 
– Tottenham's Harry Kane 
(15).

Only Liverpool team-
mate Trent Alexander-
Ar nold (12)  has  more 
assists, but only just, by one. 
If  you combine the goals 
and assists from Salah, no-
one comes close in 2021.

While Salah is out on his 
o w n  i n  2 0 2 1  g o a l 
contributions, he is still well 
short of  the best calendar-
year record in Premier 
League history.

That is held by Kane 
after an incredible 2017 in 
which he scored 39 goals for 
Tottenham and claimed 
seven assists for a total of  46 
goal involvements in only 
36 league games.

Kane is closely followed 
by Alan Shearer (1995 – 
Blackburn), Robin van 
Persie (2011 – Arsenal), 

Thierry Henry (2003 and 
2004 – Arsenal) and Matt 
L e  T i s s i e r  ( 1 9 9 4  – 
Southampton), who all 
r e c o r d e d  4 4  g o a l 
involvements in a calendar 
year.

M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y ' s 
Raheem Sterling became 
the 32nd player to reach 100 
Premier League goals on 
Saturday and, of  those 32, 
Salah has the fourth best 
goals-per-game ratio.

Only players who scored 
at least 100 Premier League 
goals have been included. 
Stats courtesy of  Opta and 
c o r r e c t  a t  e n d  o f  1 5 
D e c e m b e r
Alan Shearer is the all-time 
top goalscorer in Premier 
League history with 260 
g o a l s  f r o m  4 4 1 
appearances, but Salah is 
already storming up the list 
and, from 174 matches, 
currently has 111 goals, the 
joint 22nd highest total.

It is a far cry from his 
start in English football as 
after 13 Premier League 
games at Chelsea between 
2013 and 2015, he had only 
found the net twice before 
disappearing to Roma and 
Serie A.

But since Liverpool paid 
£34m to bring Salah back to 
English football in June 

2017, he has shone brightly 
and helped the Reds win the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e , 
Champions League, UEFA 
Super Cup and FIFA World 
Club Cup.

It is a high bar, but this 
season could be his best yet 

r s e n a l  h a v e 

Arepor tedly been 
dealt a blow in their 

efforts to sign Fiorentina 
forward, Dusan Vlahovic.

With Pierre-Emerick 
A u b a m e y a n g  a n d 
Alexandre Lacazette both 
being linked with a move 
away from the Emirates 
Stadium, the Gunners need 
to consider alternatives in 
the final third.

That  has  a l l eged ly 
resulted in Vlahovic, who 
has contributed 15 goals in 
17 Serie A outings this 
season, being identified as 
A r s e n a l ' s  f i r s t - c h o i c e 
replacement.

However, according to 
r e p o r t s ,  t h e  S e r b i a 
international will not give 
serious thought to making 
the move to North London 
next month.

As well as wanting to 
sign to a team who is 
guaranteed Champions 
League football, the 21-
year-old would prefer to see 
o u t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  i n 
Florence.

His club is open to all 
options with Vlahovic 
having just over 18 months 
remaining on his contract 
and with no intention of  
penning fresh terms.

he family of  late TTesl im 'Thunder ' 
B a l o g u n  h a v e 

unveiled plans to mark the 
50th anniversary of  the 
football legend's death.

Balogun, who was the 
first Nigerian and African 
A m e r i c a n  t o  p l a y 
professional football in 
England, died in July 1972.

A  w e e k - l o n g 
programme of  activities are 
planned for July 25 to July 30 
next year which will include 
exhibition and documentary 
on the life of  the late football 
i c o n . ,  L e c t u r e s  a n d 
launching of  the book 
written by veteran sports 
journalist Segun Adenuga.

F r i e n d l y  f o o t b a l l 
matches  amongs t  four 
notable clubs from Nigeria 
and possibly Ghana, with 
the Governor of  Lagos, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu as the 
special guest of  honour are 
also planned to take place.

According to Dr Rafiu 
Ladipo, the purpose of  the 
celebration is to celebrate 
and eternally etch in the 
memory of  Nigerians the 
exploits of  the footballing 
and coaching giant who left 
indelible footprints on the 

sands of  Nigerian football.
He also revealed plans to 

establish a foundation in the 
name of  Teslim Balogun 
through which the welfare 
of  footballers could be 
promoted.

for Jurgen Klopp's side. He 
already has 14 goals from 16 
Premier League games, as 
well as another seven in six 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
m a t c h e s,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
number of  magnificent 
goals.

But he also has nine 

Premier League assists in 

2021-22, only one short of  

his best from any campaign, 

as he has responded to 

critics who have called him 

selfish in the past.
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Gernot Rohr was sacked by 
t h e  N i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l  
Federation (NFF) over the 
weekend after a series of  not-
too-good results during the 
World Cup qualifying series.

Eguavoen said he never 

managerial reins for the time 
being.

“I would say I was 
shocked, I was surprised 
w h e n  m y  n a m e  w a s  
announced after a brief  
discussion but I thought 

nterim Super Eagles Ib o s s ,  A u g u s t i n e  
Eguavoen said he was 

shocked when his name was 
announced as the next coach 
of  the national team.

Franco-German gaffer, 

helsea  defender, 

CAntonio Rudiger, is 
set to leave the club 

next year.
According to reports, 

the German has decided to 

anchester United Ma r e  w a t c h i n g 
L e e d s  U n i t e d 

goalkeeper, Illan Meslier.
According to reports in 

t h e  U K ,  U n i t e d  s e n t 
goalkeeping scout Tony 
Coton to check on Meslier on 
Tuesday night – and watched 
h i m  c o n c e d e  s e ve n  a t 
Manchester City.

There is talk in scouting 
circles of  United having 
identified the 21-year-old as 
the best young keeper in the 
country.

And Coton was present 
at the Etihad as City recorded 
31 efforts on goal in a 7-0 

victory. United's chief  scout 
Jim Lawlor has also watched 
Meslier, who is now in his 
third season at Elland Road.

The Frenchman signed a 
new five-year contract in 

August as reward for an 
outstanding first campaign in 
the top-flight and was named 
the club's young player of  the 
year.

play for Real Madrid.
However,  Rudiger 's 

agent seemingly has other 
ideas and wants to open talks 
over a move to Manchester 
United.

The player's current 
contract expires at the end of  
this season and it is believed 
he is demanding as much as 
£290,000 a week to agree to 
fresh terms at Stamford 

Bridge.
A n d  d e s p i t e  h i s 

impor tance to Thomas 
Tuchel, that seems far higher 
than Chelsea are prepared to 
spend.

Rudiger has also been 
linked with Paris Saint-
G e r m a i n  a n d  B a y e r n 
Munich but has set his heart 
on a move to Spain.

Real see the signing of  
Rudiger on a free transfer as 
an “opportunity not to be 
missed”. As such, they are 
reportedly ready to submit 
an approach for him from 
Januar y 1,  when he is 
eligible to sign a pre-contract 
agreement.

o r m e r  E n g l a n d FInternational John 
F a s h a n u  h a s 

described Imo State as a 
state rich in sporting talents.

He said this at a three 
day scouting program fash 
select organized by CENN 
f o u n d a t i o n  f o o t b a l l 
academy in Mbaise Imo 
State.

T h e  f o r m e r 
Wimbledon and Aston Villa 
player was impressed by the 
number of  talents available 
at the three days program 
which brought together six 
grassroot teams.

The event took place at 
the Ministry of  Youth and 
Sports center Nkwogwu and 
Onwubiko International 
Sports Center Ngor-Okpala.

He said that it is a very 
bold move by the founder 
and CEO of  the Mbaise 
team CENN Foundation 

Football Club Dorothy 
Nwawudu, to develop the 
game at the grassroot and 
e m p o w e r  t h e  y o u t h s 
through sports.

The former FA cup 
winner with Wimbledon in 
1988 described Nwawudu's 

expected that the former 
Burkina Faso coach would be 
sacked despite a cloud 
hanging over his future.

Technical Director of  the 
Federation, Eguavoen was 
appointed to take over the 

Gernot Rohr will continue 
because it has always been is 
he going to continue is he not 
going to continue, we're 
going to sort things out,” 
Eguavoen told Channels 
Television.

“And then when my 
bosses spoke to me about it a 
couple of  days ago I was like 
why not but is there a 

possibility that we can sort 
things out with him.

“We couldn't get things 
sorted out and you know 
when stuff  like this happens, 
the next person in line is the 
Technical Director.

“It's something I've been 
through before, I am in the 
system, I know everything 
about the players and 
management, of  course, the 
administration also.”

initiative as timely because 
of  the need to discover these 
talents at the early stages of  
their lives.

He revealed that seven 
players were discovered 
f r o m  t h e  t e a m s  t h a t 
participated in the program.
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