
...Strong	voice	echoes	the	truth EISSN: 2736-0548  FRIDAY 10 – SATURDAY 11, DECEMBER, 2021    VOL. 2  NO. 143 N200 

@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

Pg. 9

The fresh news people

Collapsed court building:
Judge, others escape death in Aba

Pg. 5

Alleged scandal: Ex-Enugu 
Commissioner regains freedom

Gov Umahi with Whitemoney and others during the visit in Abakiliki

Pg. 10…Allot 500 hectares in 50:30:20 percentage

 
Imo Housing, Orient 
Garden City, Agent 
share FUTO land  

Pg. 13

Gunmen kidnap traditional ruler in Imo

Pg. 3Buhari to support Uzodimma
in fight against insecurity

BBNaija: 
Whitemoney 
hails Umahi’s 
developmental
strides 

Dirty deal

Medical doctor defiles minor in Asaba
Pg. 3 Pg. 2

Pg. 12

Good parental
upbringing
antidote to
increasing
rate of crime

 
Nollywood actor 
– Collins Ejike,

Ejike



News Echo   Friday 10 - Saturday 11 December, 2021                                Page 2

NEWS

T
he Imo State House 
of  Assembly has 
passed a motion to 

stop the delivery and sales  
of  adulterated kerosene and 
other petroleum products in 
Imo  State. 

  The member represent -
ing Ideato North State Con-
stituency, Rt. Hon. Barr. 

Imo Assembly to check adulterated 
kerosene, petroleum products

Arthur Egwim, in a House 
of  Assembly Motion 201, 
urged members to resolve to 
invite relevant stakeholders 
such as the Commandant 
of  NSCDC, the Chairman 
of  DPRS, the Imo State 
Chairman of  IPMAN and 
Chairman of  CPC, Imo 
State, to explain the reason 

for the flood of  adulterated 
Kerosene all over  the state.

The member whose mo-
tion was supported by Hon. 
Johnson Duru of  Ideato 
South, said that many of  
his constituents have fallen 
victims of  adulterated Ker-
osene.

He therefore called for 

NUC recognizes
Kingsley Mbadiwe 
University 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo 
State has formally 

been handed over a letter 
of  recognition of  the King-
sley Mbadiwe University, 
Ogboko in Imo State by 
the Executive Secretary of  
the National University 
Commission (NUC), Prof. 
Abubakar Adamu Rasheed.

Kingsley Mbadiwe Uni-
versity is now the 42nd state 
institution in Nigeria and the 
143rd university in the coun-
try.  

The brief  handover cere-
mony took place Wednesday 
at the NUC office in Abuja 
where Prof. Rasheed used 
the opportunity to laud Gov-
ernor Uzodimma’s dogged-
ness and commitment in the 
pursuit of  quality education 
for the people Imo State. 

Presenting the letter of  
recognition to Governor 
Uzodimma, Prof  Rash-
eed said: “With effect from 
Wednesday 8th December 
2021, K.O. Mbadiwe Uni-
versity,  Ogboko is formally 
recognised as the 42nd State 
University and the 143rd 
University in the Nigerian 
University System.” 

The Executive Secretary 
NUC reiterated that Gover-
nor Uzodimma has shown 
much commitment towards 
the educational development 
and human capital develop-
ment of  Imo people, noting 
that Kingsley Mbadiwe Uni-
versity will add to the efforts 
of  government to meet the 
human capital needs of  the 
State.

In his response, Gover-
nor Uzodimma thanked the 
NUC for facilitating issu-
ance of  the letter and prom-
ised that government will do 
everything within her pow-
ers to ensure that the univer-
sity meets the standard set by 
the Commission such that 
Kingsley Mbadiwe universi-
ty will be among the sought 
after higher institutions in 
the country.

Okigwe leaders laud Imo Speaker 

L
eaders of  Thought from 
Okigwe zone have as-
sured the Speaker, Imo 

State  House of  Assembly 
(IMHA), Rt. Hon. Barr Ken-
nedy Ibeh, of  their maximum 
support and advice.  

Medical doctor allegedly defiles 
minor in Asaba
From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

T
he Medical Director of  
Excel Victory Hospital 
and Maternity home, 

Umuaji Asaba, Delta State,  
Dr. Christian Osakwe is cur-
rently cooling off  in police 
custody at the State Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(SCID), Asaba (Gender Base 
Violence Department) for de-
filing a minor and offering N1 
million bribe to cover up the 
case.

Osakwe allegedly defiled a 
15 year-old maid living with 
him and police authorities 
say he will soon be charged to 
court for prosecution.

The Delta State Police 
Command spokesman, DSP 
Bright Edafe who confirmed 
the arrest of  the medical 
doctor on Wednesday said 
investigations were almost 
concluded and Police are 
ready for the prosecution of  
the case.

Sources informed our cor-
respondent that Dr. Osakwe, 
in the guise to ascertain the 
victim’s virginity status, end-
ed up in penetration and in 
the process defiled the unsus-
pecting 15 year old maid. 

It was further learnt that 
when he was eventually 
caught pants down, he was 
dragged to the State Human 
Rights Complaints Commit-
tee a fortnight ago where he 
was quizzed for days before 
being handed over to the Po-
lice to further investigations.

Sources hinted that he had 
initially denied all the allega-
tions at the Human Rights Of-
fice but owned up when pre-
sented with medical evidence. 

“Following the overwhelm-
ing evidence, he owned up 
and offered to pay One Mil-
lion Naira to kill the matter”, 
sources revealed.

It was gathered that the 
victim, the suspect and the 
One Million Naira bribe were 
handed over to the Police for 
further investigation. 

A civil rights activist and 

They made the promise 
when the leaders visited the 
Speaker in his office.  

Chief  Stanford Onyirimba, 
who led the delegation, said 
that the Rt. Hon. Speaker 
started well by returning the 
lost glory to Imo State House 
of  Assembly.  He said that as a 
former majority leader in the 
House, he knows when the 
Assembly becomes vibrant 
and when it is not.  He hailed 
the Speaker for remembering 
to seek the partnership and 
support of  Okigwe leaders. 

A former Speaker, Rt. Hon. 
Maxwell Duru, who was 
also part of  the delegation, 
described Rt. Hon. Kennedy 
Ibeh as a man well equiped 
for the job. He expressed joy 
that the Speaker had always 
extended the hands of  fellow-
ship and brotherliness to Rt. 
Hon Paul Emeziem while he 
was the Speaker. He advised 
that the House should consid-
er the recall of  the suspended 
law makers. 

Also, Chief  Eddy Anyan-
wu, former Imo State Chair-
man of  PDP,  who also added 
his voice,  expressed the read-
iness of  the leaders to work 
with Mr.  Speaker and ensure 
that he succeeds. 

In his remarks, the Speak-
er, Rt. Hon. Barr. Kennedy 

member of  the Delta State 
Human Rights Complaint 
Committee Harrison Gwam-
nishu, was contacted, who 
took up the case of  child sex-
ual abuse.

The committee immedi-
ately swung into action, and 
investigated the complaint 
whereby the suspect openly 
denied the allegations, but 
later confessed that he indeed 
perpetrated the maid. 

The doctor’s confession, 
our correspondent learnt, was 
said to have been recorded 
with a private spy camera.

Moreover, Osakwe was al-
leged to have offered the N1 
million bribe to the Commit-
tee through Harrison who 
outrightly rejected the offer 
and handed the suspect and 
money as an exhibit to the 
Police for prosecution.

Govt raises alarm over illegal sale of 
compromised Kerosene, DPK in Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Enugu State gov-
ernment has raised the 
alarm over the illegal 

circulation, distribution and 
sale of  compromised Dual 
Purpose Kerosene (DPK) 
and other related products to 
unsuspecting residents of  the 
state. 

In a statement on Wednes-
day by the Special Adviser to 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
on Information, Steve Oru-
ruo, the state government 
expressed dismay that “this 
dangerous substance surrep-
titiously marketed as genuine 
product to innocent residents 
has already inflicted devas-
tating fatalities and produced 
gory sights of  bodily injuries 
and horrific destruction of  
properties in Enugu State”.

Oruruo added, “the state 
government is concerned 
about this unfolding situation 
and to that effect has directed 
the Enugu State Command 
of  the Nigeria Police Force, 
the Department of  Petrole-
um Resources (DPR) and 
other related Government 
Agencies to swing into im-
mediate action, investigate 
and arrest all the persons 
involved either directly or 
remotely in the illicit distri-
bution or sale of  this highly 
perilous product”.  

The Special Adviser said 
that the state government 
had extended its unalloyed 
commiserations to the vic-
tims of  the dastardly act and 
their loved ones and advised 
the general public to be pro-
foundly wary of  where they 
purchase Dual Purpose Ker-
osene (DPK) and other relat-
ed products. 

government intervention. 
Barr. Egwim noted that 
most victims are poor, hence 
they cannot afford cooking 
gas and may also not afford 
medical care when burnt by 
the adulterated product. 

The motion received ro-
bust deliberations fro m 
members, such as Hon. Eddy 
Obinna from Abo Mbaise, 
Hon. Johnson Duru, rep-
resenting Ideato South and 
Kanayo Onyemaechi, Ma-
jority Leader and member 
representing Owerri West 

State Constituency. They all 
condemned the menace of  
adulterated Kerosene. 

The Speaker, Rt. Hon. 
Kennedy Ibeh, explained 
that the matter of  adulterat-
ed products affects the lives 
of  Imo people and that it is 
being discussed in a manner 
that does not contravenes  
the constitution of  the Fed-
eral Republic. The Speaker 
therefore ordered that the 
concerned stakeholders be 
invited to the House for in-
terface.

Ibeh, thanked the leaders and 
requested their continued 
support. He recalled how he 
admired their political lead-
ership in their various posi-
tions and prayed that he will 
one day  contribute his own  
quota to the growth of  the 
society. He told them how he 
approached the former speak-
er and informed him of  his 
willingness to work with him 

Delta approves N434m 
bursary for students
From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

D
elta State Govern-
ment has reiterated 
its commitment in 

ensuring justice is served on 
assailants of  Sylvester Oro-
moni jnr at Dowen College, 
Lagos.

Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Mr. Charles Aniag-
wu, disclosed this in a post 
State Executive Council 
briefing presided over by 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa on 
Tuesday, in Asaba.

The state commissioner 
of  information,  said the 
state government remained 
committed to ensuring jus-

tice for the family in line 
with Governor Ifeanyi Oko-
wa’s earlier statement on the 
matter.

“Recall that the governor 
had made a statement to the 
effect that we will collab-
orate with the Lagos State 
Government to ensure that 
justice is delivered,” he stat-
ed.

He also disclosed that the 
state approved the release 
of  N434 million for the pay-
ment of  the 2020/2021 Stu-
dents’ Special Assistance 
Scheme, otherwise known 
as bursary, for students of  
the state origin in tertiary 
institutions across the coun-
try.

He said the continuous 
payment of  the bursary to 
Delta State students despite 
the economic hardship in 
the country was a further 
demonstration of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa’s commit-
ment to the human capital 
development of  the state.

Aniagwu also disclosed 
that State Executive Coun-
cil approved the commence-
ment 2021/2022 cycle for 
Job Creation Bureau with 
650 Deltans expected to 
benefit from the 7th cycle.

Abia launches portal to enhance
revenue generation
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

G
overnor of  Abia 
State, Dr. Okezie lk-
peazu has charged 

the Abia State Economic 
Advancement Team and all 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs)   to elimi-
nate discordance   between 
MDA services and revenues 
agencies to end fraud.

lkpeazu who gave the 
charge during the launch of  
the Abia One Serve Portal  
at the Michael Okpara Au-
ditorium Umuahia, urged 
Internal Revenue Genera-
tion (IGR) Council and Abia 
State Internal Revenue Ser-

vice (AIRS) to ensure that all 
MDAs and LGAs embrace 
the Abia One Serve platform. 
He commended the Ministry 
of  Transport for being the first 
ministry to partner their ser-
vices on the platform.

The Governor represented 
by the Commissioner for Co-
operatives and Rural Devel-
opment, Mazi Donatus Oko-
rie, disclosed that government 
conceptualized the one-stop 
shop to ensure its success as 
a gateway to the State’s ser-
vices.

Ikpeazu  promised that 
the sum of   one million nai-
ra each, would be given  to 
first  MDAs to fully come 
on- board their services on the 

digital platform.
He commended the ef-

forts of  the Team of  the IGR 
Council, Abia State Econom-
ic Advancement Team and 
Abia State Internal generated 
Revenue Service for bring-
ing his vision of  fully auto-
mating the activities of  the 
present Government which 
he described as a milestone 
achievement.

In his address, the Deputy 
Governor and Chairman of  
Abia State IGR Council, Sir 
Ude Oko Chukwu who said 
having such technology in the 
state was a big milestone worth 
celebrating as government will 
give its full support to the Abia 
One Serve platform.



NEWS

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he ward chairman 
of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC), in 

Isiama Amaekpu in Ohafia 
LGA of  Abia State, Hon. 
Mandela Festus has quit his 
membership of  the broom 
party, together with about 
250 party faithful.

They left the APC for the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) on Tuesday.

The defection took place 
at the home of  the Depu-
ty Speaker of  Abia State, 
Hon. Ifeanyi Uchendu.

Announcing their defec-
tion, the former APC Ward 
Chairman, Mandela Fes-
tus said it was in the best 
interest of  his constituents 
and entire Ohafia indigenes 

to join the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party where Ifeanyi 
Uchendu belongs.

He lamented that his for-
mer party, APC had not 
carried his people along 
in its policies nationwide; 
hence, the need to return 
to PDP, which according to 
him, is people-oriented.

The APC leaders fur-
ther explained that the 
defection exercise was a 
unanimous one among the 
former APC men and not 
induced by any material at-
traction.

He described the Depu-
ty Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Ifeanyi Uchendu as a true 
representative of  the peo-
ple.

“Those who love the de-
velopment of  Ohafia owe it 

Distinguished Senator Ezenwa Onyewuchi with Dr. Chigozie Ekeozor, head of the medical team and other medical personnel and 
entourage of the lawmaker at �ag off the senators free medical eye treatment, recently.

to the Deputy Speaker, their 
total support as he shown 
over the years that the inter-
est of  his people is his top 
priority”

He pledged the loyalty 

of  the former APC men 
for PDP, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu, Ifeanyi Uchendu 
and other PDP office hold-
ers.

Responding to the defec-

Army to work in synergy with NYCN
to reduce crime 
By Ikenna Orioha

T
o reduce crime and 
violence which be-
devil Imo State and 

other parts of  South East, 
Commander, 34 Artillery 
Brigade Obinze, Brigadier 
General Raymond Tingua 
Utsaha, has said that the 
command will synergize 
with National Youth Coun-
cil of  Nigeria (NYCN).

The Commander who 
stated this when he received 
in audience executive mem-
bers of  NYCN who paid the 
command a familiarisation 
visit on Wednesday, said the 
military is ready to work in 
synergy with the youth of  
Imo State if  they are ready 
to work with the army by 
doing the right thing espe-
cially by exposing criminals 
as well as providing valid 
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information about the activ-
ities and hideouts of  hood-
lums to the appropriate au-
thority or to the military for 
more action.

Utsaha maintained that 
“the military is ready 
to work with the youth 
through NYCN so far as 
you are ready to work with 
us. If  you are not ready to 
corporate with us, we will 
continue to work the way 
we work. NYCN should do 
more to support the mili-
tary to stop crime and ban-
ditry. Youths are the ones 
committing crimes. Go 
back to the communities 
and tell your youths to stop 
committing crimes. Syn-
ergy between military and 
NYCN will improve effec-
tive communication in the 
fight against insecurity in 
Imo State. Hence volunteer 
relevant information to the 
army to help us more”.

Earlier, the Imo State 
Chapter Chairman of  
NYCN, Barr. Comr. Ezin-
wanne Chimuanya Udoka, 
told the Commander that 
the purpose of  their visit 
was to seek partnership with 
the army in the fight against 
insecurity, frowning against 
the alleged killing of  inno-
cent people by the military, 
the DSS and the police in 
the South East and South 
South regions.

According to the council, 
“we are calling on army to 
be mindful not to kill, arrest 
nor maim innocent civilians 
particularly youths when-

tors’ address, the Deputy 
Speaker commended them 
for realizing the truth and 
promised to attract more 
development to his constit-
uents. The Deputy Speaker 

advised them to speak to 
‘those who are still in wil-
derness’ on the need to be-
long to the PDP as the PDP 
umbrella is large enough to 
accommodate them.

Over 250 APC members defect to PDP in Abia

Anambra police partners 
NDLEA on illicit drugs 
awareness 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Police Command has 
urged stakeholders 

to sustain advocacy against 
drug abuse and other vices 
among the youths.

Speaking to journalists at 
Amawbia, the state Police 
Public Relations Officer DSP 
Tochukwu Ikenga enjoined 
parents to ensure strict mon-
itoring of  activities of  their 
children and the friends they 
keep.

Since the first quarter of  
this year, there has been a 
dangerous surge in the use of  
illicit drugs among youths in 
the Southeast, including An-
ambra state, especially meth-
amphetamine otherwise 
known as Mkpurummiri.

Methamphetamine is an 
illicit drug that is very addic-
tive and adversely affects the 
nervous system and mental 
health of  consumers, some-
times with fatal consequenc-
es.

DSP Ikenga noted that 
illicit drugs including meth-
amphetamine act like oxy-
gen that drives most criminal 
activities and bad behaviour 

often exhibited by individu-
als and regretted that more 
youths are getting involved 
in illicit drugs consumption.

He disclosed that the Po-
lice Command has since 
joined Police Campaign 
Against Cultism and Other 
Vices which he explained 
is a deliberate programme 
initiated by the Police High 
Command targeted to sensi-
tize the youths on dangers of  
drug abuse and other vices.

DSP Ikenga also disclosed 
that the Command is plan-
ning a town hall meeting in 
partnership with the Nation-
al Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) and oth-
er stakeholders to increase 
awareness on illicit drugs in-
cluding methamphetamine.

While commending stake-
holders in various communi-
ties in the state for their con-
cern to discourage the use of  
illicit drugs, he urged them 
to always exercise restraint 
and avoid taking laws into 
their hands and hand over 
any suspect to the nearest 
police station to enable the 
police conduct appropriate 
investigation and bring them 
to Justice in accordance with 
extant laws.

ever there is any uproar or 
attack on military facility 
or on personnel whether 
in the rural areas or in the 
state. The first thing is to do 
thorough investigation so 
that the real culprit is cap-
tured and brought to book. 
We are also assuring you 
from the youth angle that 
whatever information avail-
able to us, we will make sure 
we make it available to the 
army. That is also an area of  
partnership”.

Meanwhile, the council 
had participated in a one 
day sensitization program 
organized by National Ori-
entation Agency held at 
Government Secondary 
School Owerri on Tuesday 
with the Owerri Zonal Vice 
Chairman, Comr. Opara 
Justice stating that police 
brutality on innocent people 
mainly the youth is alarm-
ing, calling on police chiefs 
in Imo State to quickly ad-
dress the issue before the 
youth start defending them-
selves against attack and in-
timidation.

Gunmen kidnap tradi-
tional ruler in Imo

Gunmen numbering over 
ten have kidnapped the 
traditional ruler of  Mbutu 
community in Aboh Mbaise 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, Damian Nwaig-
we.

Nwaigwe was whisked 
away from his Palace 
around 2am on Thursday. 
A community source, who 
pleaded anonymity, con-
firmed to our correspondent 

that the traditional ruler of  
Mbutu has been kidnapped.

He said, “The gunmen 
who kidnapped him came in 
their numbers. They came 
in vehicles and were more 
than 10. They barricaded 
his palace, shot indiscrim-
inately until they whisked 
the monarch away in an al-
ready steaming vehicle.

“The palace of  the mon-
arch is excluded. The re-
spected monarch built his 
house far from where other 
villagers live and that made 
it easier for them to operate 
freely, making it difficult 
for him to be heard before 
he was kidnapped without 
any resistance from his sub-
jects.”

When contacted, the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer, 
PPRO in Imo State, Miche-
al Abattam, also confirmed 
the kidnap of  the monarch. 
He said that the command 
had swung into action with 
an intention to rescue the 
traditional ruler, unhurt.

Ex-Enugu Commissioner for Lands regains freedom
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

E
mbattled former Enu-
gu State Commis-
sioner for Lands and 

Urban Development, Victor 
Chukwuemeka  Nnam has 
finally regained his freedom.

The commissioner who is 
facing forgery charges at the 
Federal High Court Enugu 
was detained last week at 
the Enugu prisons follow-
ing delay in fulfilling his bail 
conditions.

He spent about five days at 
the Enugu prisons before this 

latest development. Nnam 
personally announced his 
release on his verified Face-
book page where he celebrat-
ed the birthday of  his son.

He wrote:”Dear Friends, 
help me celebrate my second 
son’s wonderful 4th birthday. 
I am grateful every day that 
you came into my world. 
Your smiles and laughter 
are a balm to my heart. You 
have brought nothing but 
happiness into my life. I am 
so grateful to God for giving 
me the opportunity to feel 
such an all-encompassing 
love. You fill my days with 

warmth, wonder, and joy 
everyday.

He was however granted 
bail to the tune of  two hun-
dred million naira or two 
sureties who have landed 
properties in Enugu valued 
in like sum. Nnam remained 
in prison following his fail-
ure to meet his bail condi-
tion. However, on Wednes-
day, 8th of  December, he 
met one of  the conditions 
given for his bail which is the 
provision of  N200million. 
The case is adjourned to the 
11th, 12th of  January 2022 
for hearing.

CHANGE OF NAME:

I, formerly known,
called and addressed as 
CHINYERE KANU,
now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as 
CHINYERE IBE. All 
documents bearing my 
former name remain 
valid. The general pub-
lic should note.

Signed: 
CHINYERE IBE
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The Nigerian polity is 
in huge expectations 
of what becomes 

the fate of the nation’s 
electoral process as the 
December 19, deadline 
given Mr. President, for 
his assent to the amended 
Electoral Act transmitted 
to him by the National 
Assembly draws closer.

In a letter dated 
November 29th, 2021 
and signed by the Chief 
of Staff to the President, 
Prof. Ibrahim Gambari, 
the president was said to 
have requested the INEC 
Chairman and the office 
of the Vice President, 
Attorney-General of the 
Federation, the Minister of 
Finance and the Inspector 
General of Police to 
provide considered views 
on the amended Electoral 
bill on or before Friday 
December 3, 2021.

The Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), in 
its response said, “An 
accelerated assent to the 
Bill will facilitate the 
preparation of major 
elections such as the FCT 
Municipal Area Council 
election, Ekiti and Osun 
governorship election 
and the 2023 general 
elections.”

The constitution is clear 

on the time limit given 
for any submitted bill for 
assent by Mr. President, 
“Pursuant to Section 
58(4) of the constitution 
of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, 1999 (as 
amended), the President 
has 30 days to assent to a 
bill presented to him by 
the National Assembly”. 

In as much as this News-
paper, agrees that the Pres-
ident’s letter for comments 
from relevant authorities 
and stakeholders is demo-
cratic, we pray their sub-
missions should be in the 
overriding national inter-
est and interest of our de-
mocracy.

We, therefore urge 
the president not to 
hesitate in signing the 
bill on electoral reforms. 
The president has until 
December 19, to assent or 
decline. “It is imperative 
that the president should 
demonstrate courage and 
leadership to uphold and 
protect our democracy.

Foot draging on the bill, 
would not bring solution 
to electoral challenges 
bedeviling the nation.

The big issue is if the 
National Assembly goes 
on recess on December 
15, they would resume in 
the third week of January 
next year

Amended 
Electoral Act before 
President Buhari

Our TeamOur Team
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Special Report

Barely a week after a 
former Abia State 
Attorney General, 

Chief  Umeh Kalu SAN 
urged Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu to look into the 
dilapidated conditions of 
court halls in the state, a 
courtroom has collapsed 
on Tuesday.

News Echo learnt that 
a disaster was averted at 
the High Court Four, Aba, 
Abia after the roof  of  a 
court building collapsed 
a few minutes after a 
session on Tuesday.

It was learnt that 
the judge in charge of 
the court, Justice Uche 
Okoroafor was on 
Wednesday forced to 
take cases under him in 
another court building, as 
a result of  the collapse.

Kalu said that there 
is a dearth of  court halls 
in Abia State, as most 
judges and magistrates do 
not have court halls. 

He also said that 
there are instances where 
judges sit out of  their 
jurisdiction due to non 
– availability of  court 
halls within their areas of 
jurisdiction. 

The former Attorney 
General also told 
Ikpeazu the court in your 
local government area, 
Obingwa – has been 
sitting at Aba since the 
time of  his predecessor 
and has remained so six 
years after you assumed 
office.

“My personal 
experience from the 
reconstruction of  the 
burnt Ohafia High Court 
puts the conservative 
figure of  twenty–five 
million Naira (N25, 
000, 000) as the cost 
of  constructing and 
furnishing a befitting 
High Court hall, with 
adjourning offices for the 
judge and support staff. 

“With a modest sum 
of  two hundred and fifty 
million Naira (N250, 000, 
000), you would have 
built ten court halls across 
the State. Let me equally 
draw your attention to 
the deplorable condition 

Collapsed court building: 
Judge, others escape death in Aba

of  the main High Court 
complex at the Abia State 
Judiciary Headquarters, 
Umuahia, built by your 
predecessor a few years 
ago. 

“This building is 
more of  a monument 
presently, requiring entire 
re-roofing of  the building 
and refurbishing of  all 
the court halls, amongst 
other areas of  immediate 
attention.”

When News Echo 

visited the Aba High 
Court Four, the roof  of 
the court building was still 
as it was when it collapsed 
with debris littering the 
whole building.

Eyewitnesses told 
News Echo that the 
building was renovated 
in 2018, but was not 
done properly as half  of 
the woods and ceiling 
were too old to be joined 
together with the new 
ones brought.

“We were lucky that 
we had finished sitting 
before the incident 
occurred. If  not only God 
knows what would have 
happened. 

“If  you enter this court 
hall during the rain you’ll 
not believe what you’ll 
see. From the place where 
the judge stays to this 
other side where you see 
files leak without control. 

“In 2018 when they 
came to replace the roofs 

that were blown away by 
winds, I reminded them 
that they were doing 
a shoddy job, but they 
ignored me. Even after 
replacing the roofs the 
building still leaks.”

The Chief  Justice 
of  Abia State, Justice 
Onuoha Ogwe said 
that the situation has 
been reported to the 
state government for 
appropriate actions to be 
taken.

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

The collapsed court building
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Always be conscious of  your 
deeds and treat others as you 

would want others to treat you. 
I want you to believe that doing 
good pays, it may be today or 

tomorrow. Surely it yields a good 
reward. Sometimes, when you do 
that which is good, some people 

may see it as being selsh. Search 
your mind, are you doing it for 

the Glory of  God, move forward 
and be yourself, soon you shall 

encounter a divine touch from God.    

The season of laughter
O

h let us congratulate 
ourselves for the 
grace of  God upon 

us to go this far. What the 
Lord has done for us, we 
cannot say it all.

Indeed, God is too 
faithful to us, praise the 
Lord, Hallelujah!!!. As 
we have come over to our 
month of  decoration, may 
we obtain grace and favour 
in God’s sight more than the 
past months, Amen. 

In this season of  
laughter, we will dine with 
Kings and Queens by an 
uncommon miracle. Our 
home and all that belong to 
us shall be set higher than 
the past months. There shall 
be a celebration party in our 
homes this season in Jesus 
Name, Amen.

God is the author of  
order, what we need is for 
God to order it and it comes 
to pass. In this season, 
whatever that is not in order 
in our lives shall fall in line. 
Whenever you do the will 
of  God, you will experience 
both the inner and physical 
happiness.

Remember that when 
doing that which is good, 
do not accept the advice of  
the evil men. Rather l assure 
you, you will surely find joy 
in obeying the law of  the 
Lord. Doing good really 
pays, whenever you are 
taking care of  the sick, do 
it with all encouragement 
because every work has its 
rewards.

Don’t be associated with 
people that will discourage 
you from doing that. 
Indeed, we have entered 
our season of  joy, and as 
you allow joy to dwell upon 
you, you will experience 
an uncommon success. Do 
not mind what people may 
say concerning you. What 
matters is what the Lord is 
saying concerning you. 

In this season, expect 
good and goodness will 
locate you. We are looking 
forward to seeing a divine 
celebration, of  course what 
God cannot do does not 
exist. God is good in our 
entire situation. Be mindful 
of  the company you keep, is 
the company Godly. Some 
people may look innocent 

in appearance but when 
you go nearer them, my 
dear, you will be seeing 
something else. 

Always be conscious of  
your deeds and treat others 
as you would want others 
to treat you. I want you to 
believe that doing good 
pays, it may be today or 
tomorrow. Surely it yields 
a good reward. Sometimes, 
when you do that which is 
good, some people may see 
it as being selfish. Search 
your mind, are you doing it 
for the Glory of  God, move 
forward and be yourself, 
soon you shall encounter a 
divine touch from God.    

Some people may be in 
a sorry situation, and they 
think, it’s all over, who told 
you, God is still God, you 
know....All you need to do 
is to pause, tell yourself, l 
can make it. Yes, even in 
that your present situation, 
people are watching to see 
you fall. Never! You will not 
fall okay. Have you fallen 
already, arise and smile 
because God loves you. Treat 

all ugly situations with ease 
and you will see the Glory of  
God surrounding you.

Sometimes in life, some 
people might see you and 
ask whether you can handle 
that situation around you, 
what you need to answer is 
simply, yes, l can handle it 
with God by my side. I tell 

you, in life there is nothing 
too difficult, all you need is 
to embrace Christ and forge 
ahead.  

In this season of  laughter, 
you will be amazed to know 
that we are living for others. 
Oh yes, at one time or the 
other, we are living to make 
others happy. So, you are 

making others happy so 
shall others make you happy 
whenever you are in need of  
happiness. That’s just the 
law of  nature. 

You know one cannot 
give what one does not 
have. And that which you 
know you can do well, l 
implore you to do with 
honest discharge. In life 
everyone is created with a 
unique destiny. Have you 
found yours?

Some people are born to 
encourage others, others to 
advise and to help others. 
While others are born to 
put laughter in people’s 
mouth. And some are born 
to render a reputable service 
to others.

Wherever you may see 
yourself, try to do justice 
to it, so that God will be 
pleased with you...

My dear, that which 
you know you can do well, 
l urge you to do it with 
sincere heart and you shall 
be rewarded with divine 
celebration.

So, don’t be discouraged 
in doing good especially 
in this season of  divine 
celebration.  In this present 
season of  laughter, l 
encourage all to be calm and 
wait for God. He will surely 
make a way for us where 
there is no way. 

In the Biblical book 
of  Haggai 2 v 4-6, says, 
“Before long, He will shake 
the Heaven and the Earth, 
Land and Sea, and the heart 
desire of  men (us) shall come 
and that the Glory of  men’s 
later house shall be greater 
than that of  the former, says 
the Lord of  Hosts”. This is 
what God can do. For God 
to have brought us this far in 
the year 2021, it means He 
has a good package for us. 

Indeed God wants us 
to laugh, so let us laugh...  
Because the Glory that we 
are to experience soon is 
awesome and amazing. So, 
don’t be deterred. “I am 
going to turn things around 
for you. And everything will 
be alright says the Lord of  
Lords” You are going to 
make it.

Therefore, all thanks to 
God for this unique season 
of  laughter. 

Shalom
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
e t  T i w a  S a v a g e Linspire your next 
vacation wardrobe.

Singer, Tiwa Savage, 
sang "I no come this life to 
suffer" and she lives by those 
w o r d s .  S h e  i s  o f t e n 
vacationing in different parts 
of  the world. 

Her outfits when she is 
o n  v a c a t i o n  a r e  v e r y 

n e  w a t c h  a t 

OG h a n a i a n 
actress, Jackie 

Appiah's Instagram page 
and one will easily fall in 
love with her.

The screen goddess is 
one of  the respected 
actresses who has won 
numerous awards for her 
exquisite acting skills. 

Aside from her talent, 
which is 90% why we are 
obsessed with African 
beauty, she knows her way 
around stylish outfits. 

W h e t h e r  s h e  i s 
attending a red carpet 
e ve n t ,  a t t e n d i n g  a n 
interview or going on a 
casual star-studded event, 
Jackie Appiah always 
takes sartorial risks and 
a l w a y s  p u l l s  i t  o f f  
beautifully. 

Ghanaian actress, 
Jackie Appiah is a year 
older today, December 5, 
2021. The African beauty 
o o z e s  e l e g a n c e  i n 
beautiful birthday photos 

Actress Jackie Appiah 
has set tongues wagging 
w i t h  t h e s e  b i r t h d ay 
photos. 

She went for three 
different sets of  shoots but 
had six unique photos 
from the entire shoot. 

Her long and silky 

tresses were parted at the 
side, cascading around her 
shoulders. Contoured to 
p e r f e c t i o n ,  J a c k i e 
accentuated her naturally 
striking features with mild 
makeup. 

J a c k i e  t o o k  t o 

Instagram to wish herself  
a happy birthday. 

"It's another 365 days 
of  my life to give thanks to 
God for He has brought 
m e  t h i s  f a r.  H a p p y 
birthday to myself." 

Check photos below: 

aspirational and that is why 
she is our style inspiration for 
the week. 

Here are five of  her best 
vacation looks; 

1. Straw hat and kimono 
That straw hat and sheer 

kimono is vacation outfit 
goals. This is what you wear 
to a luxury relaxation spot in 
Dubai and look like a rich 
aunty. 

2. Classic white bikini 
A whi te  b ik in i  i s  a 

vacation classic, and it 
screams vacation-ready. 
Tiwa looks amazing in it. 

3. Comfy in satin 
Tiwa looks comfortable 

in this satin bikini and 
kimono. We cannot think of  
a better way to relax on a 
yacht except in this outfit. 

4. Casual vacation fit 

This oversized Bubu, 
sneakers, and shorts say, "I 
am on vacation, do not disturb". 
It is perfect for shopping and 
strolling around the city. 

5. Live in colour 
This colourful gown 

from Kenneth Ize is perfect 
for island living, paired with 
Hermes slippers and it is 
perfection. 

Friday 10 – Saturday 11, December, 2021

Style Inspiration: 5 perfect vacation outfits inspired by Tiwa Savage 

Jackie Appiah with elegant
birthday photos
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Interview 

Good parental upbringing antidote 
to increasing rate of crime 

N
ollywood starboy, Collins Ejike is one 
actor that always warms the hearts 
of his fans with fantastic character 

interpretation in all of his movies, this is judging 
by the way his fanbase has increased tremendously 
over time. He has earned the respect of fans and 
colleagues alike, due to his reserved personality 
and his ability to remain scandal free in the 
industry all these years.

News Echo crew got a chance to have a chit chat 
with him as he warms up to celebrate yet another 
birthday, and he had so many inspiring things to 
say. Below are excerpts of the interview for your 
reading pleasure.     

First and foremost, your birthday is 
in a few days (Dec. 13th). What and 
what are you most grateful for? And 
how are you celebrating?

Well, to start with, the date 
is wrong. My birthday is on the 
12th of  December, I don’t know 
why people make that mistake. I 
don’t know who updated that, but 
that is not my date. I am first of  
all grateful for life, and to God for 
bringing me this far and keeping 
me in good health to celebrate 
another birthday. I am really 
grateful.

You have become very popular in 
nollywood, and considering the 
number of  movies you have featured 
in, may we know how the journey 
has been?

Well, the journey has been 
interesting, and as we all know that 
nothing good comes easy. And in 
a journey of  achieving greatness 
in your career or bringing your 
destiny to reality, there should 
be ups and downs, and making 
yourself  available and being 
able to withstand whatever the 
challenges may be is what makes 
you strong. But I think what you 
should do first of  all, is to have 
the passion, which is the drive. 
Not even having the popularity in 
mind because that is the secondary 
part of  it. The primary part should 
be the impact you are willing to 
make in society, among your fans 
and the people who will follow in 
your footsteps.

 
Can you tell us about the most 
challenging aspect of  your career 
and how you always deal with the 
challenges? 

The most challenging part 
of  my career has been starting. 
Starting is always the most 
difficult part of  every journey, 
as we all know that a journey of  
a thousand miles begins with a 
single step. Starting is the most 
difficult part of  it, knowing where 
to start from, knowing who to tag 
along with, or places to go, being 
at the right place at the right time 
for the right movies, these are the 
most important challenges you 
will have from the beginning, and 
then you have to endure for the 
light to shine upon you because 

it’s a journey you can’t even tell 
when it will come to light. It is not 
a business that you can know how 
much to invest to get the return 
you desire. You require patience, 
manpower, and you have to be 
very very prayerful because prayer 
is the key to anything anyone 
would want in life. So, I think 
starting was the challenging part, 
then working hard towards the 
goal is the next thing, which is not 
an easy road to thread. 

A lot of  people look up to you as a 
role model, does this knowledge often 
affect some of  the things you do? 
Please share

No, No. It doesn’t. Rather it 
helps you to continue to do the 
right thing and also know that 
you are not for crime. Anybody 
who is in the eyes of  the public 
is not for crime. I will advise that 
anyone who is aspiring to become 
a public person or a celebrity in 
the world should know that he/
she must tread the right path. 
Keep your seat clean. So, it doesn’t 
affect me, instead it helps me to 
pay more attention to the things 
I may find not worthy enough to 
give my attention to, especially 
because I know I’m a role model 
to thousands of  people out there, I 
should be able to live by example, 
so it doesn’t affect me.

 
You will agree with me that Nigerians 
are passing through a lot in terms of  
our present economic situation and it 
is becoming increasingly difcult not 
to cross moral lines. What do you 
think of  survival instincts and how 
far can one go to survive?

You see, this issue is not 
peculiar to Nigeria. There is alot 
going on all over the world. It 
brings me to what the bible says 
about training up children in the 
way they should go, so that when 
they get old, they will not depart 
from it. Let me approach it from 
this angle, over the years while 
growing up as an adult, I have had 
to deal with a lot of  things by myself  
without parents or guardians. It 
taught me one thing, that apart 
from home training given by your 
parents, personal training is also 
very important. Why am I saying 
this, I can boldly say that since I 
started looking out for myself, I 

have never been involved in any 
clandestine situation that will 
require my parents running down 
to where I am, be it police case 
or any trouble at all, my personal 
upbringing has helped me to 
achieve that. And I always have in 
mind in this life that nobody owes 
you anything, so whatever comes 
from anybody is an addition to 
whatever you can give to yourself. 
So, with that mentality I have, 
it helps me to scale through the 
situation that the entire world 
and Nigeria is today. When you 
don’t have parental upbringing 
and personal upbringing, you tend 
to do anything to survive. But I 
want to use this opportunity to 
tell anyone who believes they can 
only survive through crime that it 
is not correct, if  you work hard 
and believe and remain focused, 
you will make it and be happy for 
the rest of  your life.

Tell us about your other interests 
apart from acting?

Well, I have always known 
that apart from acting, I am still 
going to end up as a director, aside 
from other businesses I must have 
established for myself  to help me 
beef  up my financial stability. I 
think in the future I will become 
a director. That should be my 

retirement position, as we all 
know that in the industry we have 
no pension or gratuity, one should 
therefore plan for retirement. For 
me, becoming a director should 
come later in life and it should be 
for my retirement.

  
What do you really look forward to 
achieving in a few years from now?

I look forward to achieving 
more greatness, becoming an 
icon and a household name in the 
industry, positively, if  I may add. 
And also, teaching, influencing 
and preaching to my fans all over 
the world through my craft.

Tell us about a very low point in 
your life, and how you managed to 
pull through.

There have been many low 
points in my life, but it has always 
been God, and staying true to 
myself, telling myself  the truth 
when necessary and not trying 
to shy away from reality. So, I’m 
open, and I wouldn’t say that 
a very low point in life will not 
come because life is full of  ups 
and downs, but when it does 
come, God will always give me 
the wisdom to scale through that 
moment and overcome it.

 
How is life as a family man? 
Does your job often affect your 
relationship with your family? Tell 
us what works most for you

No, my job does not affect 
my life as a family man or my 
relationship, and right now, I 
would not want to speak about 
matters relating to marriage or my 
personal life please. Thank you.

Once again, Happy Birthday, and 
one last question. If  you were to 
make a birthday wish, what would 
it be?

Thank you very much. You 
see, this particular day every year is 
always a day of  mixed feelings for 
me. I feel happiness and sadness 
on that day, but I still have to deal 
with both of  them together. I still 
remain happy because I am alive 
today. So if  I should make a wish, 
I should pray that God brings 
back my mother because this was 
exactly the same day my mother 
left this wicked world. That has 
always been my birthday wish, but 
I know that is not possible, so I 
remember my mother on this day, 
and I also thank God for my life, 
and I move on.

Ejike

Collins Ejike - Nollywood actor
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T
he alleged illicit 
FUTO land business 
between Imo Housing 

Corporation, Orient Garden 
City (Developers and 
Investors) and the immediate 
past Vice Chancellor of  
the Federal University of  
Technology, Owerri (FUTO), 
Professor Francis Eze, which 
was designed to share 500 
hectares of  the controversial 
FUTO land in 50: 30: 
20 percentages has been 
uncovered.

The illegal deal was said 
to have been perfected and 
conveyed in a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
prepared by Ikezuagu C. 
Udebuzo, (Solicitors & 
Advocates) with office at 
Lekki Scheme II, Lagos. The 
deal is reportedly arranged 
to share the 500 hectares out 
of  the controversial 3000 
hectares in the following 
percentages;- 50% to Imo 
Housing Corporation, 30% 
to Orient Garden City Ltd 
and the remaining 20% to the 
hired Agents.

The former Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Francis Eze 
was said to have bought into 
the project when he discovered 
the host communities were 
maintaining a stronger 
argument towards reclaiming 
the large expanse of  land 
acquired by the university 
without payment of  
compensation on over 3000 
hectares of  land to the host 
community.

The FUTO management 
according to reports, 
leveraged on the illicit deal 
between the Imo Housing 
Corporation and the Orient 
Garden City Ltd, and gave a 
“Letter of  Commission” to 
the Orient Garden City Ltd. 
The letter dated “March 26, 
2021” was signed by the then 
University Registrar, John 
U. Nnabuihe read in parts: - 
“Further to the Public Private 
Partnership Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
between the Federal 
University of  Technology, 
Owerri and your company, 
Orient Garden City Limited, 
the Vice Chancellor has 
approved that your company 
be commissioned to 

Dirty Deal: Imo Housing, 
Orient Garden City, 
Agent share FUTO land 
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undertake the erection of  
perimeter fencing measuring 
a total 18,207.35 metres 
and the provision of  site 
and services infrastructural 
facilities for the development 
of  residential estate as 
detailed in the Memorandum 
of  Understanding”

The Orient Garden City 
has according to reports 
started perimeter fencing on 
the said 500 hectares of  land 
even without compensation 
and approval of  the host 
communities who have vowed 
not to allow the injustice and 
intimidation prevail.

The attorney to the host 
communities, Chief  Sam 
Anokam, who spoke with this 
newspaper in an interview at 
his Owerri office, brandished 
documents to authenticate his 
claims.

It was further revealed 
through a letter dated 9th 
January, 2020 addressed to an 
Avu Kindred and signed by 
the secretary of  Imo Housing 
Corporation; Barr. Nkechi 
Anukam, made available to 
our reporter revealed that the 
illicit deal began way back 
in 2020, when one Ogbuagu 
Uzonwanne was the General 
Manager of  the Corporation.

Chief  Anokam however 

said, he was best informed 
on the issues of  FUTO land 
matters having followed it 
from the very start; in the 
early 80s, when the then 
governor of  Imo State, Chief  
Sam Mbakwe attracted 
the University from then 

President Shehu Shagari’s led 
federal government and will 
therefore not relent in this 
legitimate struggle to bring 
justice to his people whose 
lands including ancestral 
settlements were acquired 
without compensation.

He also mentioned the 
host communities to include; 
Avu, Obinze, Umuanunu, 
Ihiagwa ancient kingdom, 
Dindi Ihiagwa, Eziobodo, 
Ezeokele, Emeabiam, 
Obibiezena, Umuona Nekede 
and Okolochi.  

He however insisted, the 
institution had no need for 
the large expanse of  land it 
acquired at expense of  the 
poor indigenes of  the host 
communities, maintaining 
that in the past thirty eight 
years; only insignificant 
portion of  the acquired land 
have been used with rest lying 
fallow, while the communities 
were left without farmlands 
as farming is the major 
occupation of  the people in 
these host communities.

 In his words, Chief  
Sam Anokam submitted, 
“Unfortunately these 
fraudsters have dragged the 
new VC Prof. Nnenna Oti 
and His Excellency, Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma to buy 
into this illegal action in the 
name of  FUTO acquired 
land which must be restored”. 
“This fraudulent action was to 
frustrate the well considered 
decision of  the Federal 
Government on land excision 
to the host commutes through 
their attorney”, he said

By Okechukwu Keshi Ukegbu

…Allot 500 hectares in 50:30:20 percentage

Oti Uzodimma

Anokam
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Living

Biofortified foods: 
CBC manager urges 
farmers, households to  
embrace the culture of nutrition

By Chigozie Uzosike

I
n ensuring that people re-
main healthy, the Program 
Manager, Commerciali-

zation of  Biofortified Crops 
project, Mr. Goodluck Ogu 
has called on farmers and 
households in Imo State to 
make taking nutritious foods 
a culture.

Speaking during the Imo 
State high level biofortifica-
tion stakeholders meeting 
held at Eastern Emirates Ho-
tel, Owerri, Ogu noted that 
food is culture, adding that 
in doing that nutritious foods 
must be taken for healthy liv-
ing.

He hinted that the respon-
sibility of  the stakeholders 
in farmers’ value addition 
chain is to ensure that they re-
main focused and together to 
achieve the efforts of  bringing 
everyone to taking bioforti-
fied foods and also plant them 
and for commercialization 
purposes. 

He noted that the world 
has moved from food securi-
ty to nutrition security where 
whatever one takes, one must 
be sure that there’s high con-
tent of  nutrition, stressing 
that the stakeholders should 
be involved in hunger man-
agement in Imo because ac-
cording to him, hunger is real. 

He encouraged the partic-
ipants to make visible what 
they do at various levels of  
the food chain so that the 
world will know what Imo is 
doing in terms of  propagating 
the consumption of  nutritious 
foods and commercialization.

Goodluck Ogu revealed 
that in 2022, Imo state should 
work to host the Nutrition 
Food Fair (NFF) which will 
bring local, national and in-
ternational participants in ag-
riculture to Imo, adding that 
the multiplier effects on the 
impact and economy of  Imo 
State will be massive. 

Ogu hinted that if  the 
farmers in Imo State organize 

themselves and work as team, 
the NFF will create over 1000 
jobs along farmers food chain 
through the job clinic. He 
talked about nutrition quiz for 
secondary school students, 
free exhibition for all farm-
ers, Smart mothers, campus 
beauty pageant in nutrition, 
among other activities that 
will put Imo on the global 
light and network. 

Mr. Goodluck Ogu noted 
that the essence of  the meet-
ing was for the stakeholders to 
buy-in and push for consump-
tion of  biofortified foods in 
the state and for the State to 
build Programs that will en-
sure adequate biofortification 
in the system.

He posited that the rele-
vance of  the meeting was to 
ensure that there’s process-
ing activities, empowerment 
through training, product 

presentation that would come 
out of  it which could be show-
cased at Nutrition Food Fair 
(NFF).

He urged the state gov-
ernment, ADP, ministry of  
health, farmers organizations, 
desk officers, relevant MDAs, 
institutions in the state to 
work to realize the project of  
making Imo host next year’s 
Nutrition Food Fair (NFF).

Ogu encouraged partic-
ipants as key stakeholders 
work towards having a CBC 
food fair/a preplanting sea-
son awareness day come Feb-
ruary 2022. He suggested that 
the event can be used to show-
case the biofortified crops 
grown and processed from 
different LGAs of  the state, 
adding that the event will help 
of  Imo processors access their 
ability to host the 2022 Nutri-
tion Food Fair.

In his remarks, the CBC 
project partner and Program 
Director, Foundation for 
Livelihood Advancement 
(FLA), Elder Kenneth Amo-
gu asked the farmers to con-
tinue to propagate and biofor-
tify their communities so that 
the consumption of  nutritious 
foods and commercializa-
tion will be achieved in Imo. 
He charged the participants 
to take home what they have 
learned and continue to work 
to achieve nutrition value for 
households in Imo State.

In their various 
contributions, Special 
Adviser, Agric and Policy 
Implementation to the 
governor of  Imo, Rt. Hon I.E. 
Jones Uzoka, SA, Culture and 
Tourism Development, Rt. 
Hon. Nkem Nwankwo and 
Permanent Secretary Ministry 
of  Agriculture, Mrs. Sabina 

Onuchu applauded CBC for 
the stakeholders meeting 
and promised to support any 
action that will ensure that the 
citizens of  Imo begin to take 
the consumption of  biofortified 
foods seriously. They also said 
the NFF 2022 will be welcome 
development while calling on 
everyone to key behind the 
success of  the event.

Earlier, Prof. Abraham 
Ngwuta  of  The Center for 
Agricultural Research and 
Extension, FUTO and Prof. 
Mrs. Ngozi Onuegbu  of  Food 
and Nutrition Department, 
FUTO noted that there’s need 
to increase the awareness on 
the consumption of  biofortified 
foods in the state, stressing that 
everyone should begin to do 
something visible from their 
end for complete knowledge 
of  the importance of  taking 
biofortified foods in the state.

Program Manager, Commercialization of  Biofortied Crops project, Mr. Goodluck Ogu addressing participants at the stakeholders meeting in Owerri
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Buhari to support Uzodimma in 
fight against insecurity 
S

atisfied with the manner 
Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma has handled 

the challenge of  insecurity 
in Imo State in the face of  
scarce resources, President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
agreed to support the govern-
ment with additional funding 
as the Governor plans to en-
gage more manpower ahead 
of  Christmas.

The President gave his 
words on Tuesday when 
Governor Uzodimma paid 
a working visit to Aso Rock 
Villa. Addressing newsmen 
after the meeting with Bu-
hari, Governor Uzodimma 
said the President addressed 
the issues he raised with him 
satisfactorily.

His words: “The promi-
nent among the issues is just 
the increasing insecurity in 
the Southeast. I know that de-
spite the activities of  the ban-
dits and unknown gunmen, 
recall that the correctional 
facility in Owerri was broken 
and over 1836 inmates were 
released. 

“Since that time they’ve 
been on  rampage, commit-

ting all sorts of  crimes; kid-
napping, robbery and other 
sorts of  crimes in the state 
and there is need for us to re-
ally clean up the state because 
you know that this period of  
Christmas is so important to 
our people and we want to en-
sure that those coming home 
to spend their Christmas will 
have a conducive atmosphere 
to enjoy their Christmas and 
then celebrate the season.”

On Governor Uzodimma’s 
request for more manpower 
and financial support from 
Buhari he explained: “Yes, 
we asked for support with 
additional man power and 
also I asked for some kind of  
funding to support the securi-
ty situation in Imo State and 
Mr. President graciously ap-
proved.”

Uzodimma also spoke 
to the reporters for the first 
time on the just held Anam-
bra Governorship election 
in his capacity as the APC 
chairman of  the election 
campaign committee, saying 
that “Anambra election, of  
course, you know the election 
has come and gone and other 

things may be post-election 
activities.”

“Of course, I was able to 
explain to the President, how 
we tried in the election, we 
campaigned very rigorously 
and we also converted a lot of  
people to APC. The election 
was greeted by voter apathy 
and a high level of  insecurity 
in Anambra and the turnout 

was very low. Other decisions 
or positions will be taken by 
the leadership of  the party. 
I’ve done mine as the chair-
man of  the campaign com-
mittee.”

On the decision of  the 
candidate of  the APC, Sen. 
Andy Ubah to challenge 
the outcome of  the poll in 
court even when President 

Buhari as the leader of  the 
party had congratulated his 
opponent, Prof  Chukwuma 
Soludo, Governor Uzodim-
ma explained: “Andy Ubah’s 
going to court or not going to 
court has nothing to do with 
Mr. President, congratulating 
somebody, whom INEC has 
declared winner of  the elec-
tion. 

“Of course, he is President 
of  all, he’s not the President 
of  one political party, he’s 
the President of  all political 
parties and the President of  
all the candidates in that elec-
tion. Of  course, in every con-
test, a winner must emerge 
and in the wisdom of  INEC 
and to the best of  their ability, 
they’ve declared the results of  
the election.
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Chief R.C.O. Ezeogu, Chairman, Association of Reitred Permannent Secretaries, Imo State �anked by other PS retirees during the 
2021 end-of-year party last  Thursday.

A 
chieftain of  All Pro-
gressives Grand Al-
liance (APGA), i n 

Ngor Okpala Local Govern-
ment Area, Chief  Boniface 
Ogazi has thumped up Sena-
tor Ezenwa Onyewuchi over 
what he tagged his excellent 
representation of  Owerri 
Zone in the senate.

Chief  Ogazi  spoke in Ow-
erri on Tuesday during the 
distribution of  transformers 
to communities in  the second 
phase of  the lawmakers rural 
electrification intervention 
project.

The APGA leader in Ward 
Two Obike/Elelem explained 
that though he is in a different 
political party from Senator 
Onyewuchi and has no po-
litical relationship of  any sort 
with him,  good conscience 
demands that if   he sees an 
elected leader giving effective 
and result oriented leadership, 
he should say so.

He stated that from facts 
available in the public do-
main, the lawmaker has so 
far demonstrated  good lead-
ership in his local government 
area, as some communities 
like Nnorie and Imerienwe 
and individuals had benefit-
ted  from one project or em-
powerment from him before 
his own community received 
a transformer in the second 
phase of  his  electricity inter-
vention initiative.

He argued that as an ex-

perienced politician who has 
been around since 1999 and 
witnessed first-hand  past 
senatorial representations in 
the zone from 1999 till today,   
senator Onyewuchi’s two 
years scorecard  has dramat-
ically changed the trajectory 
of  senatorial representation 
in the zone, Ngor Okpala in-
clusive.

He lauded the lawmaker for 
coming to the aid of   his com-
munity at a critical moment 
when the only  aging trans-
former  donated by late Chief  
Livinus Muruakor when he 
ruled Ngor Okpala between 
1999 to 2003, is on the verge 
of  breaking down, stressing 
that the brand new transform-
er will go a long way in boost-

ing socio-economic activities 
in the area.

According to him, the gen-
erality of   Umueme, Obike 
Community  political differ -
ences notwithstanding, are 
unanimous  in expressing 
immense gratitude to the law-
maker for the rare gesture, as 
well as in giving him assur-
ance of  strong support in his  
future political pursuits.

APGA chieftain lauds Onyewuchi over 
effective representation

Ebonyi govt to establish 2
new Universities
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Ex-
ecutive Council has 
received a report of  

the committee on the draft 
of  the bill for law to establish 
the University of  Aeronautic 
Engineering in Ezza South 
LGA, and University of  
ICT, Science and Technolo-
gy in Izzi Local Government 
Area.

The  State Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation, Barr. Orji 
Uchenna Orji, disclosed this 
while briefing journalists 
after the executive council 
meeting,  in Abakaliki.

He said that the executive 
council considered the report 
and approved the draft bill 
and therefore directed that it 
be forwarded to Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly for nec-
essary legislative processes.

In a similar development, 
the State government has 
proposed to establish chem-
ical pathology, hematology, 
blood bank, microbiology 
and others in the King Da-
vid University of  Medical 
Sciences, Uburu, Ohaozara 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

Orji said that the executive 
council received a report on 
partnership proposal be-
tween the state government 
and SYNLAB Ltd, whereof, 
there will be a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) owner-

ship of  the chemical patholo-
gy, hematology, blood blank, 
microbiology, among others, 
which would be established 
in the King David University 
of  Medical Sciences, Uburu  
by SYNLAB Limited.

He said that “under the 
proposal, the state govern-
ment shall be entitled to 10% 
of  the gross profit to be made 
by company subject to up-
ward review of  15% after 3 
years.”

The Information Commis-
sioner further said that exec-
utive council received a let-
ter from the Secretary to the 
State Government/Coordi-
nating Commissioner, Chief  
Kenneth Igwe Ugbala, notify-
ing the council members that 
the nomination of  the Chair-
man of  Universal Basic Edu-
cation Board, UBEB, Chief  
Hyacinth Ikpor for screening 
by Ebonyi State House of  As-
sembly was in error.

The letter from the SSG, ac-
cording to Orji, as the Chair-
man of  UBEB, Chief  Hya-
cinth Ikpor was only directed 
by Governor David Umahi to 
proceed on compulsory leave 
and not dissolved alongside 
the board members.

“Exco noted the action 
sought by the SSG and re-
solved that the nomination 
made to the House of  As-
sembly be withdrawn and the 
Chairman of  UBEB, Chief  
Hyacinth Ikpor be recalled to 
continue his tenure as Chair-
man of  UBEB,” Orji added.

Anambra poll: Tribunal okays Uba, Soludo’s 
request to inspect election materials
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
governorship election 
petition tribunal sit-

ting in Awka, on Thursday, 
granted the All Progressive 
Congress (APC)’s candidate, 
Senator Andy Uba and the 
All Progressive Grand Alli-
ance (APGA)’s candidate, 
Prof  Charles Soludo’s prayers 
to inspect the materials used 
for the conduct of  November 
6 and 9th governorship elec-
tion.

The tribunal, at the sitting, 
also struck out the petition by 
the candidate of  the Accord 
Party, Dr. Godwin Maduka 
after withdrawing his appli-
cation.

The duo of  Uba and Soludo 
had filed a motion exparte be-
fore the tribunal to compel the 
Independent National Elec-

toral Commission (INEC) to 
grant them the permission to 
inspect the materials used in 
the conduct of  November 6th 
and 9th governorship election 
in  Anambra.

Uba, in his exparte motion 
filed by his lawyer, Emeka 
Okafor, prayed the tribunal to 
compel INEC to allow him to 
inspect all the materials used 
in the conduct of  the election 
including the Certified True 
Copies (CTC) of  results.

The petitioner supported his 
prayer with a 15-paragraph af-
fidavit and written address.

Also, Prof  Soludo, through 
his lawyer, A. Ezeokenwa, 
supported his motion expar-
te with an 18-paragraph and 
written address.

He prayed the tribunal to 
allow him to inspect all ma-
terials used in the conduct of  
the election including access 
to CTC of  the election results.

Ruling on Uba’s petition 
separately, the chairman of  
the tribunal, justice .D. Mo-
hammed, said that the tribu-
nal had considered the appli-
cation and was satisfied and 
therefore ordered INEC to 
allow him to inspect the ma-
terials used in the conduct of  
the election.

According to her, the in-
spection must be carried out 
in the presence of  the appli-
cant, respondents, Police and 
Department of  State Service 
DSS. Also ruling separately 
on Soludo’s motion exparte, 
Justice Mohammed granted 
his petition to inspect all the 
materials used in the conduct 
of  the election. The chairman 
said that the tribunal, having 
listened to the application, is 
satisfied and urged the INEC 
to allow him access to inspect 
the materials for election, in-
cluding the CTC of  results.
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Gunmen kidnap
traditional ruler
in Imo
G

unmen numbering 
over ten have kid-
napped the tradi-

tional ruler of  Mbutu com-
munity in Aboh Mbaise 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, Damian Nwaig-
we.

Nwaigwe was whisked 
away from his Palace 
around 2am on Thursday. 
A community source, who 
pleaded anonymity, con-
firmed to our correspondent 
that the traditional ruler of  

Mbutu has been kidnapped.
He said, “The gunmen 

who kidnapped him came in 
their numbers. They came 
in vehicles and were more 
than 10. They barricaded 
his palace, shot indiscrim-
inately until they whisked 
the monarch away in an al-
ready steaming vehicle.

“The palace of  the mon-
arch is excluded. The re-
spected monarch built his 
house far from where other 
villagers live and that made 

it easier for them to operate 
freely, making it difficult 
for him to be heard before 
he was kidnapped without 
any resistance from his sub-
jects.”

When contacted, the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer, 
PPRO in Imo State, Miche-
al Abattam, also confirmed 
the kidnap of  the monarch. 
He said that the command 
had swung into action with 
an intention to rescue the 
traditional ruler, unhurt.

BBNaija: Whitemoney hails 
Umahi’s developmental strides
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he winner of  the 
2021 BBNaija 
show, Mr. Hazel 

Oyeye Onou, aka White-
money has extolled the 
sterling infrastructural 
transformation of  Ebonyi 
State by Governor David 
Umahi.

Onou conveyed his im-
pression when he paid a 
courtesy call on the Gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi State at 
Ochoudo Centenary City, 
Abakaliki.

He further explained 
that he came to the state 
for a show and decided to 
tour around the state and 
was surprised with the 
transformation done by 
Governor Umahi in the 

state and that’s why he de-
cided to pay a visit in or-
der to thank the Governor.

While applauding Gov-
ernor Umahi for laying a 
solid foundation of  devel-
opment for Ebonyi State 
of  the future, Whitemon-
ey called on journalists to 
step up their reportage of  
the achievements of  Gov-
ernor Umahi which he 
said beats the imagination 
of  any right-thinking Ni-
gerian.

“One thing I like about 
Ebonyi State is the road 
network, it’s amazing, I 
never had the opportunity 
to explore the State in the 
magnitude I did today.

“Your Medical School, 
I don’t know if  it is hu-
man beings that built that 
thing or machines because 

the structure is beyond 
human comprehension. I 
have never seen that kind 
of  structure in Nigeria, I 
mean it, I am jealous.

“I will urge the Media, 
the Media Houses in Eb-
onyi State, project Ebonyi 
State, it is not being pro-
jected the way it should, 
everything I saw today, 
the Science Lab, chemis-
try lab, physics lab and so 
forth are too foreign and I 
heard that it is Ebonyi peo-
ple that built them.

“This is amazing, I have 
never seen this kind of  
structure in Abuja, I have 
never seen it, this is the 
first place and I am grate-
ful to be part of  this.”

Responding, Gover-
nor Umahi commended 
Whitemoney for warm 

sentiments expressed 
about the modest achieve-
ments of  his administra-
tion.

“You are a very humble 
person, I want to thank 
you for what you said 
about our modest achieve-
ments, all I can say is that 
everything we are doing 
first is the grace of  God, 
two is the determination 
of  people here to rewrite 
our history and the unfor-
tunate position we were 
forced into and the selfless 
services of  the men and 
women you see here and 
some that are not here.

“The utility building that 
you saw in the Medical 
University is one of  the 
buildings like you rightly 
said that is in Dubai, cone-
shaped building.

Commander, 34 Artillery Brigade Obinze, Brig Gen Raymond Tingua Utsaha and other top ranking soldiers with the 
executive members of NYCN Imo State led by Comr Ezinwanne Chimuanya Udoka at the military headquarters on 
Wednesday.

Craze for hard drugs 
heightens insecurity in Imo 
- NOA Director 
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Imo State Direc-
tor, National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA), 

Nazzy Njoku, has said that 
the craze for intake of  hard 
substances especially mkpu-
ru mmiri makes some hoo-
ligans who are addicted to 
them go wild, bizarre, act-
ing abnormally to the point 
of  stealing, raping and vi-
olating helpless girls and 
women with guns and other 
dangerous weapons.

He made the comment 
while speaking during a- 
one day town hall meeting 
which has “National Secu-
rity Sensitization and Reori-
entation Program against 
Social Vices” as theme, held 
on Wednesday at Govern-
ment Secondary School 
Owerri, organized by the 
National Orientation Agen-
cy, Imo State.

Njoku hinted that the 
program was organized by 
the agency to help sensitise 
people of  the importance 
of  security, human rights 
protection, preservation and 
the evil effect of  intake of  
hard drugs, saying the agen-
cy reminded the Police, the 
Correctional Services (pris-
ons), the NDLEA, the Civil 
Defense, the Youth (under 

NYCN) including Human 
Rights Commission, In-
ternational Federation of  
Women Lawyers (FIDA), 
Alliance for Africa-Curbing 
Violence Against Women 
and Girls, traditional rulers, 
president generals, women 
leaders and other relevant 
stakeholders who spoke to 
educate their communities, 
families and employees and 
fellow officers on the benefit 
of  good behavior and free-
dom for all humans.

According to the state 
Director, “we are able to 
sensitise the stakeholders 
who will now sensitise their 
people against violence and 
crime at home so that they 
will refrain from illicit act. 
The increase in intake of  
hard drug such as mkpuru 
mmiri heightens insecurity.  
Social vices: thuggery, rape, 
violence against women, 
abuse, human trafficking 
and terrorism are commit-
ted on influence of  drugs.

Craze for mkpuru mmi-
ri makes hoodlums act bi-
zarre and wild. The society 
will be better when drug 
abuse which leads to vio-
lence against females and 
crimes is curbed and all 
hands should be on deck to 
achieve a tranquil and com-
fort blooming society”.

Njoku who noted that the 
federal government has pro-
vided a lot of  empowerment 
opportunities to help curb 
violence such as NPower, 
National Social Investment 
Program, Cash Transfer, 
Home Grown Feeding 
Scheme among others, ad-
vised youths to shun drug 
abuse, crime and violence, 
but engage in productive ac-
tivities to become economi-
cally stable while living god-
ly and comfortably.
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Two suspected street light
vandals arrested in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
wo suspected crim-
inal syndicate that 
specialized in steal-

ing street light armoured 
cables, critical compo-
nents of  generating sets 
and other accessories 
have been arrested in 
Awka.

The suspects, Eze Om-
inyi from Nweze in Eb-
onyi state and Kenechuk-
wu Ekeka from Ndiorah 
Amansea in Anambra 
state while confessing 
to their crime; narrated 
how they used axe, dig-

gers and other tools to dig 
out and cut the armoured 
copper cables of  street 
lights which they later sell 
to their client, one Alhaji 
Abubakar at Ugwuoba.

News Echo gathered 
that the suspects were ar-
rested by local vigilante 
agents at the wee hours 
of  morning. Although ef-
forts made to speak with 
the police spokesperson 
in Awka, DSP Tochi 
Ikenga proved abortive 
as at time of  filing this 
report.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, the Honourable 
Commissioner for Public 

Utilities and Water Re-
sources, Engineer Emeka 
Ezenwanne, reiterated his 
call on community lead-
erships to help in mon-
itoring and protecting 
government installations 
in their localities.

He commended the 
state Public Infrastruc-
ture Monitoring and 
Maintaince Taskforce led 
by Hon. Dozie Akunne 
for living up to their re-
sponsibilities. However, 
Engr. Ezenwanne direct-
ed them to ensure they 
maintain other networks 
that have issues for the 
benefit of  the people.
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billionaire businessman, 
Ned Nwoko and Laila 
Charani continues to get 
messier as they have both 
continued to wash their 

woko accused his 

Nex-wife of  hooking 
up with a 'strange 

man' while on vacation.
The divorce between 

inger Davido has 

Sh o n o u r e d  t h e 
memory of  his late 

close associate, Habeeb 
U t h m a n  a k a  O b a m a 

igerian popstar, 

NSey i  Shay,  has 
sparked pregnancy 

rumour in a new TikTok 
video she released on the 
platform which she also 
shared on her Instagram 
stories. In the video, the 
singer who donned an off-
white sweatshirt and a pair 
of  black three-quatre tights 
was seen dancing and in the 
process, seemed to flaunt 
what appeared to be a 
bulging baby bump. 

While dancing, she was 
also seen touching what 
appears to be a baby bump 
tenderly while dancing to a 
song aimed at promoting 
her forthcoming album, 'Big 
Girl'. 

She  cap t ioned  the 
video, “How I feel because 
my 'Big Girl' album is 
dropping in 2days.” 

T h i s  d e ve l o p m e n t 
comes a few months after 
the PemPe singer noted in a 
television interview that her 
fans pressure her to get 
married and have babies.

S h e  s a i d ,  “ I  f e e l 
pressure from my fans to get 
married, have babies, have a 
boyfriend; that is all before 
the pressure to release a new 
single sometimes. That is 
really crazy. Pressure to 

show some more  but t 
pictures. The pressure is 
high, but it is good.”

B o r n  O l u w a s e y i 
Joshua on December 21, 
1985, the singer, songwriter 
and actress released her 
debut studio album Seyi or 
Shay in November 2015. 

It was supported by the 
p r o m o t i o n a l  s i n g l e s : 

“Irawo”, “Ragga Ragga”, 
“Right Now” and “Murda” 
featuring Patoranking and 
Shaydee. In January 2021, 
she signed a publishing deal 
wi th  Universa l  Music 
Publishing Group France 
division, in partnership 
wi th  Universa l  Music 
France. 

DMW.
O b a m a  D M W 

r e p o r t e d l y  d i e d  o f  
suspected heart failure on 
June 29 af ter  dr iv ing 

himself  to the hospital.
T h e  3 0  B G  b o s s 

decided to  tat too the 
nickname of  his friend who 

was a leading member of  
his team on his arm.

The tattoo, inked on 
Davido ' s  l e f t  a r m,  i s 
phoenix-inspired with the 
inscription “44 O fe rege 
!!!” accompanied by flying 
birds around it.

I n  A u g u s t ,  t h e 
“Champion Sound” singer 
disclosed he missed his late 
aide so much so that he still 
cried over his demise.

He also got a framed 
photo showing one of  his 
pictures with the late 
Obama DMW placed in 
his living room.

Sharing the framed 
image,  Davido wrote: 
“Water run for my eyes 44 
mafo”.

On December 6, the 
29-year-old also expressed 
how much he loved and 
missed his friend.

In a post via his Insta 
story, Davido shared a 
photo of  the deceased 
whom they fondly referred 
to as '44' and wrote: “44 
Love and miss you O FE 
RE GE!!”

dirty linen in public. 
In a recent post shared 

via her Instagram Stories, 
Laila shared a screenshot of  
a chat conversation where 

her ex-husband allegedly 
threatened to deal with her. 

The Moroccan later 
deleted the post. 

The post came hours 

igerian musician, 

NHarrison Okiri , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y 

known as Harrysong, has 
announced the birth of  his 
new child, Daviva. 

The Reggae Blues singer 
on Thursday posted a video 
of  himself  on his Instagram 
page as he made a video call 
wi th  h i s  wi fe  and  the 
newborn. 

In the video, he praised 
his wife for being a strong 
woman as he admired the 
newborn. 

“You're a strong woman. 
What a beautiful child.” He 
said while beaming with joy.

“And just this morning 
in the very cold winter 
season in Malta, my woman 
del ivered my beauti ful 
bundle of  blessing. My 
princess is here she's called 
Daviva, 

“Welcome to my world 
of  love, hard work, peace, 
money, fame, and grace. I 
guess she knows right? I'm 
the happiest  and most 

blessed man this year 2021,” 
he wrote in the caption.

Mr  Songs,  as  he  i s 
popular ly known, also 
added that a new song titled, 
“She Knows”, featuring 
Fi reboy  and Olamide, 
wo u l d  b e  r e l e a s e d  b y 
midnight to crown the 

celebration. 
The singer welcomed his 

first children, a set of  twins 
named Perez(boy)  and 
Tare(girl), back in 2017 with 
his then-girlfriend, Alexer 
Perez Gopa. 

He married Gopa on 
March 27, 2021. 

after Nwoko released a 
statement where he gave a 
detailed breakdown of  what 
led to their split. 

According to the Delta 
S ta te -bor n  po l i t i c ian , 
trouble started after Laila 
visited London with her 
kids on vacation. 

During the trip, the 
mother of  three allegedly 
abandoned her kids in the 
hotel and went clubbing, 
where she contracted the 
dreaded coronavirus. 

It didn't end there as 
Nwoko revealed how his 

now ex-wife hooked up 
with a strange man in the 
UK. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement released, Laila 
and the yet-to-be-identified 
man got into a fight and the 
police were invited. 

She went on to get 
cosmetic surgery without 
his approval while in the 
United Kingdom. 

Nwoko said he decided 
to release a statement to 
clear the air because Laila 
has continued to play the 
victim. 

Ned Nwoko's ex-wife, Laila shares
screenshot of alleged threat message 

Seyi Shay sparks pregnancy rumour
in new video

Davido gets new tattoo in honour of late friend,
Obama DMW

Harrysong, wife celebrate arrival
of child

Davido, Obama DMWDavido, Obama DMWDavido, Obama DMW

LailaLailaLaila

Harrysong, GopaHarrysong, GopaHarrysong, GopaSheyi ShaySheyi ShaySheyi Shay
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without getting married 
first. Maybe one of  you 
assumes that the other 
wants marriage while the 
other disagrees, or one 
thinks it's just a serious 
relationship and hasn't 
thought about marriage. In 
other words, you and your 
partner's minds have to be 
in sync; if  not, it can cause 
problems later on. So, let's 
delve into the pros and 
cons of  living together. 

The Pros 
Reduces stress after 

marriage 
Living together before 

marriage lets you know 
your partner's good and 
bad habits, so you can get 
used to them or even 
change some of  them 

before you eventually get 
married. Imagine if  you have 
never lived together and got 
married to see some of  your 
partner's annoying habits. But 
if  you have lived together 
beforehand, there will be fewer 
surprises. 

Sharing finances 
This is a prevalent reason 

couples live together before 
marriage. It would make sense 
to stop paying different rent, 
electricity bills, and others 
when you and your partner 

n every relationship, Ithere comes a moment 
when the fire goes out a 

bit, and things start to feel 
v e r y  r o u t i n e .  T h o s e 
b u t t e r f l i e s  c a n ' t  k e e p 
fluttering in your stomach 
forever, and those rose-
colored glasses will really 
come off  at some point.

Of  course, that doesn't 
mean that you should end the 
relationship, as it is entirely 
normal. 

If  you land on planet 
earth again, you will have to 
work a little harder here and 
there to stay in love with your 
partner. 

Fortunately, there are 
tricks; 

1 .  G o  b a c k  t o  t h e 
beginning 

Tell each other what you 
thought when you first saw 
each other. What did you like 
about the other person? Why 
did you fall in love? What 
t r a i t s  d i d  yo u  f i n d  s o 
smashing back then? The 
dimples in the cheeks? The 
infectious laugh? 

Chances are you still see 
some of  that now. Focus on 
that. 

2. Look with new eyes 
How would you look at 

the other person if  you were 
on a blind date with them 
right now? Do that! Look 
very consciously at your 
partner at a party. See how 
gallant he is, with how much 
pass ion he  ta lks  about 
something? Keep those new 
sparks coming! Or watch 
your partner in a different 
role – for example, if  he has to 
give a presentation. 

3. Be grateful 

When habits take over in 
a relationship, you can take 
the sweet things your partner 
does for you for granted. And 
even if  you do notice them, 
do you st i l l  show your 
gratitude? So write your 
partner a note thanking him 
for always taking out the 
trash, cleaning the windows, 
or giving you an incredible 
massage after a long day. 

4. Surprise each other 

To relive the feeling of  
being in love again, it is 
important to find things that 
trigger this feeling. You can 
evoke this feeling of  love by 
occasionally surprising each 
other. For example, you can 
' k id n a p '  e a c h  o t h e r  t o 
someone's favorite restaurant 
or plan a surprise weekend 
away. You can, of  course, 
p re pare  your  pa r tne r ' s 
favorite dish as a surprise. It 
doesn't have to be big; it's 
about the surprise and, 
therefore, about the gesture. 

5. Flirt with each other 
Feeling happy in a long-

term relationship includes 
feeling that someone will 
always be there for you. No 
matter what happens, you 
know someone is there to 
catch you. But at the same 
time, we also need tension 
a n d  m y s t i c i s m .  T h e 
challenge is to have both 
things with one person. And 
to do this, you can keep 
flirting with each other like 
you did when you first met. 
So send an exciting text 
message to your loved one 
(however weird this feels the 
first time), tease each other or 
show a little more affection. 

Good luck! 

would be in the same house 
most of  the time. While this is 
an advantage, you'll have a lot 
of  money to spare, and you 
might be tempted to squander 
the extra money. Open a joint 
savings account instead so you 
can deposit all the extra money 
there. Then, you'll have an 
emergency reserve when you 
get married. 

You build a stronger bond 
Intimacy is essential in any 

relationship, most especially 
marriages. Intimacy is not only 

physical or sexual, but there's 
intellectual, experiential, and 
spiritual intimacy. When 
partners live together, they 
learn to be intimate on all 
levels, which is good for a 
healthy relationship. 

The Cons 
Lack of support 
Whether you are getting 

married or not, living together 
is a huge decision, so many 
challenges can come with it. If  
you don't have social support, it 
can impact your relationship 

and cause conflict. Everyone 
has different opinions about 
various things. It  can be 
di f f icul t  to  l ive  together 
without the approval and 
support of  your family and 
friends. 

You'll save money, but it 
can weaken your bond 

Although living together 
comes with joint expenses, 
conflict arises from who gets to 
pay  these  expenses.  So, 
decisions on who gets to pay 
each expense have to be made 
so it won't cause conflict that 
can weaken your relationship. 

i v i n g  t o g e t h e r Lbefore marriage is 
becoming  more 

common among many 
couples, and the question 
of  whether it is good or bad 
is on everyone's minds. 
There are many things to 
consider before you move 
in with your partner. First, 
you both have to be on the 
same page and examine 
your intentions. Know 
why you're living together 
in the first place. Is it to see 
if  you're compatible in the 
same house? Or because 
you and your partner are 
avoiding marriage?

You both have to have 
an honest conversation 
about why one or both of  
you want to live together 

or many, the most Fn o t a b l e  s i g n  o f  
being in love or 

g e t t i n g  i n t o  a  n e w 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  h o w 
ceaselessly they talk about 
their new partner. You 
could be talking about 
something totally unrelated 
and they'll look for a way to 
bring their new girlfriend or 
boyfriend into it. On the 
flipside, it is also quite 
common to hear people say 
they don't like putting their 
relationships out there. Just 
as you have people that 
share everything about 
their relationships, you also 
have people who won't 
breathe a word about it, 
even if  you press them 
repeatedly. 

It is perfectly OK if  a 
private relationship or 
marriage is what you want. 
But just be sure that you are 
k e e p i n g  a  p r i v a t e 
relationship and not a 
secret relationship because 
there's actually a difference. 
In fact, some people who 
keep their relationships 
secret think they are just 
being private about it. 

If  no one knows that 
you are in a relationship, 
despite having been asked 
severally, or having been 
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  t h e 
opportunity to indicate 
your relationship status, 
then you are keeping it 
secret. Being asked if  you 
are in a relationship and not 
stating your answer clearly 
– YES or NO – is wrong. It 
could be rightly interpreted 
as you lying. 

And lying about your 
relationship status almost 
always means one thing – 
you are considering the 

possibility of  cheating, or 
hoping to 'sexually defraud' 
someone by making them 
believe you are single when 
you are not. That's just 
sneaky and deceptive. 
Some may also say this is a 
sigh that you are ashamed 
of  your partner - and they 
won't entirely be wrong. 

Being private about 
your relationship means 
that although you are not 
excessively loud and or 
annoying with it all the 
t i m e ,  y o u  a r e  s t i l l 
unequivocally truthful 
a b o u t  b e i n g  i n  o n e . 
However, that's all you let 
people know. 

You don't go on social 
media to show every gift 
your boo bought, you don't 
do everything for the gram, 
you don't tell your friends 
every time you have sex 
with your girl, your girls 
don't get the complete gist 
of  every moment spent 
w i t h  b a e .  P r i v a t e 
relationships are defined by 
how limited of  the details 
that  The minimal  the 
information you share with 
c l o s e  f r i e n d s,  f a m i ly 
member and social media, 
the better. 

Just look at Beyonce 
and Jay Z's marriage as an 
example, as well as Simi 
and Adekunle Gold's. 
Despite being such public, 
popular figures, they keep 
such a tight lid on what gets 
out and what does not. You 
know they are a couple but 
that's pretty much it. You 
only know what they want 
you to - and they feed the 
public crumbs every now 
and then. 

That ' s  how to  be 
private in relationships. 
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ugarcane juice helps 

Screates an alkaline 
environment in the 

body that prevent diseases 
like cancer.

There are some certain 
things we won't get to know 
until we are told: The health 
benefits of  sugarcane juice is 
one of  them. 

Known and enjoyed for 
its sweetness, sugarcane juice 
is one of  those rare gifts from 
Nature whose health benefits 
cannot be overemphasized. 

The juice, which is one 
of  a kind, is loaded with 
abundant carbohydrates, 
proteins, and minerals like 
calcium, phosphorus, iron, 
zinc, and potassium. 

It also contains vitamins 
A, B-complex, and C. 

In addition, it is a fact 
that the thirty-six varieties 
grass plant has no fats. It is a 
100% natural drink with 
about 30 grams of  natural 
sugar. 

However, before we 
proceed to the health benefits 
of  sugarcane juice, it is 
important to note here that 
this wonderful plant can also 
be effective in the curing of  
skin issues like acne. 

All that is required of  
you is to mix some multani 
mitti in the sugarcane juice 
and apply generously, the 
mask on your face and neck. 

Additionally, owing to 
the presence of  antioxidants, 
flavonoids, and phenolic 
compounds in the juice, 
sugarcane can be said to be 
an active agent of  soft and 
glowing skin. 

What are the health 
benefits of  sugarcane juice? 

Here are some of the 
astonishing health benefits 
of sugarcane juice: 

1 .  S u g a r c a n e  j u i c e 
prevents cancer 

The secret to curing 
most diseases is to create an 
environment where it is 
impossible for them to thrive. 

S u g a r c a n e  j u i c e  i s 
alkaline in nature, and this is 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h 
concentration of  calcium, 
magnesium, potassium, iron, 
and manganese. 

Thus, sugarcane juice 
helps creates an alkaline 
environment in the body that 
prevent diseases like cancer, 
because  cancer  cannot 
s u r v i v e  i n  s u c h  a n 
environment. 

In summary, sugarcane 
juice helps in fighting various 
types of  cancer which in 
breast and prostate cancer. 

2. Sugarcane juice helps 
the liver to work better 

It is quite sad that a good 
number of  people do not 
know the usefulness of  the 
liver to the human body. 

Among the numerous 
functions of  the liver, one of  
its major is to detoxify 
chemicals and metabolizes 
drugs. It also secretes bile 
that ends up back in the 
intestines. 

However, once the liver 
starts losing its functional 
ability, the result is usually 
detrimental. 

Sugarcane juice, on the 
other hand, is not only 
regarded as one of  the best 
treatments for liver-related 

sicknesses, it also aids the 
liver to function better. 

This can be done by 
drinking a glass of  sugarcane 
juice mixed with lime, twice 
daily. 

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t 
function of  this plant is that it 
maintains the glucose levels 
in your body. And being 
alkaline in nature, sugarcane 
j u i c e  h e l p s  m a i n t a i n 
electrolyte balance, thus 
preventing the liver from 
going into overdrive. 

3 .  S u g a r c a n e  j u i c e 
promotes quick digestion 

As a result of  the high 
level of  stress, processed 
foods,  ant ib io t ics,  and 
chemicals in our food supply, 
our digest ive system is 
gradually becoming affected 
on a daily basis. 

Be that as it may, the 
high level of  potassium in 
sugarcane juice makes it very 
good for the well-being of  the 
digestive system. 

In addition, sugarcane 
j u i c e  h e l p s  t o  p r eve n t 
stomach infections and also 
a i d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
constipation. 

4 .  I t  he lps  to  f ight 
infection and boost immune 
system 

S u g a r c a n e  j u i c e  i s 
loaded with antioxidants, 
and these antioxidants help 
to fight infections and boost 
the immune system of  the 
body. 

Again, we cannot help 
but state that it also protects 
the liver against infections 
and helps in keeping the 

bilirubin levels in control 
(Bilirubin is a reddish yellow 
pigment made during the 
normal breakdown of  red 
blood cells. Normal levels 
vary slightly from lab to lab; 
they range from about 0.2 – 
1.2 mg/dL). 

This, among many other 
reasons, is why doctors' 

ersonal hygiene is Pone of  the major 
ways of  protecting 

yourself  from colds, flu and 
other infectious diseases. 

Your risk of  contracting 
infectious diseases can be 
limited and at the same time 
i m p r ove  yo u r  ove r a l l 
wellness by sticking to these 
s imple  and s t ress - f ree 
personal hygiene habits: 

Hand Washing
Washing your hands 

cannot be overemphasized 
because your hands are 
used for almost everything 
you do. 

Wash your hands with 
soap and water, when you 
return from work or an 
outing, after using the 
bathroom, after disposing 
of  garbage, after coughing 
o r  s n e e z i n g ,  b e f o r e 
preparing food and after 
meals. 

Doing these prevents 
you from spreading bacteria 
to your loved ones, even 
contaminating your meals. 

2. Brush and f loss 
twice a day 

Doctors educate us that 
ideally, we're supposed to 
brush our teeth and floss 
a f t e r  e ve r y  m e a l  b u t 
brushing twice a day can 
save us from accumulating 
bacteria in our mouth and 
reduce the chances of  future 
tooth decay. 

In addition, make an 
appointment  wi th  the 
dentist at least every six 
months for a checkup. 

3. Washing your bath 
towel 

A lot of  people use their 
towels daily and yet they fail 
to wash them even when 
they notice the color of  their 
towel that was cream has 
turned brown. 

The Cleaning Institute 
recommends washing bath 
towels after three uses. If  
you shower every day that 
means towel laundry must 
be done twice a week. 

Regular laundry of  
towels  is  suff ic ient  to 

remove any germs that are 
beginning to accumulate 
and you can prevent germs 
from growing on your bath 
towel by letting it air dry 
after each use. 

4. Keep your nails neat 
Ensure your finger and 

toenails are well-trimmed 
and neat to avoid problems 
l i k e ;  i n j u r y ,  p o o r 
circulation, ill-fitting shoes, 
in f ec t ion -eczema  and 
psoriasis. 

5. Body Wash 
Endeavour to shower or 

bathe every day especially 
the vital areas like under 
your armpits, genitals and 
anus but you may need to 
wash sensitive body parts 
w i t h  p l a i n  w a t e r  o r 
saltwater. Always apply 
deodorant to your armpits 
to prevent body odor. 

Ultimately, personal 
hygiene is a very important 
h a b i t  w h i c h  e v e r y 
i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  t o 
i n c u l c a t e  f o r  ove r a l l 
wellness. 

ny kind of  talk where 

Athe human vagina is 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

discussion is never suited for 
dilettantes. It demands that 
the speaker is well acquainted 
with the subject matter and 
may need some form of  
boldness to openly speak 
about, especially when the 
discussion is outside clinical 
p r a c t i c e .  N o t  b e i n g  a 
gynecologist, my interest in 
vagina talk is somewhat 
in for mal .  So  to  se t  my 
intentions clear, my focus on 
the vagina is as equivalent to 
any other body part that is 
daily tasked with duties that 
are necessary for the body to 
survive. 

The vagina is well known 
as a source of  sex pleasure 
w h i c h  e x u d e s  b o d y 
relaxations, and procreation. 

However, the vagina is 
d a i l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h 
enormous 'user' demands 
especially from the men. Just 
like one would pick a shirt 
size, men often demand for 
different vagina sizes, depths, 
shapes, elasticity, wetness, 
and sometimes even color. 

Silently, the woman is 
always on the move, or run, 
trying her very best to match 
these demands. It would be 
understood if  such demands 
were static, but the opposite is 
true. 

M a l e  d e m a n d s  o n 
vaginas vary by preferences, 
choice, and age. Time and 
again, the vagina is expected 
to live up to the task - causing 
enormous pressure, anxiety, 
and stress for the woman. 

Little surprising that 
there is growing business in 
the provision of  vagina 
ad jus tment  procedures, 
medication, and surgery. 

Among some African 

societies, adolescent girls are 
tasked to do certain vagina 
drills like elongating the 
clitoris, which is said to 
enhance sexual satisfaction. 

In other instances, acts 
s u c h  a s  f e m a l e  ge n i t a l 
m u t i l a t i o n  ( F G M )  a r e 
persistent among cultures 
around the world as they are 
motivated by the desire to 
control women's sexuality. 

Spotlight initiative, a 
g l o b a l  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s 
organization estimates that 
200 million women and girls 
worldwide have undergone 
g e n i t a l  c u t t i n g ,  w h i c h 
involves injuring female 
genitalia for non-medical 
reasons. 

T h e r e  i s  g r o w i n g 
evidence that such practices 
have profound physical and 
psychological damage on the 
women, and account for life-
long  pa in ,  d i s t ress  and 
sometimes, death. 

Solidarity now estimates 
that 55 million girls under the 
age of  15 have experienced or 
are at risk of  experiencing 
F G M  i n  A f r i c a .  S u c h 
practices remain prevalent 
despite the existence of  anti-
FGM laws. 

Notwithstanding that, 
there are growing movements 
to end FGM globally, and 
these movements have gained 
traction over the years with 
state and non-state actors at 
all levels coalescing around 
actions designed to address 
these  harmful  pract ices 
against women. 

Suf f ice  to  note  that 
f e m a l e  r e l a t e d  va g i n a l 
struggles are inadequately 
talked about and in cases 
where they are discussed, 
focus is  par t icular ly on 
cultural dysfunctions and 
drivers specifically FGM and 

related practices. 
T h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

advances and demands from 
m e n  t o w a r d s  w o m e n ' s 
vaginas is never tabled for 
discussion. Hence the number 
of  women living with the 
feelings of  worthlessness and 
sexual displeasure is scanty or 
not known. 

The likely dangers of  
such experiences are neither 
beyond  emot iona l ,  no r 
psychological measures often 
expressed through addictions 
to drugs, stress, vaginal 
dryness and pain during 
intercourse. 

For goodness sake, let the 
vagina breathe! Women need 
to feel safe, cared for, and 
loved irrespective of  their 
vaginal dynamics. Society 
should learn to let what is be 
what it is. 

What is equally true is the 
fact that men feel uneasy 
w h e n  w o m e n  d e m a n d 
s p e c i f i c  p e n i s  s i z e s , 
elongation, thickness, and the 
likes. 

What is true for men is 
true for women as well. Only 
t h a t  f o r  w o m e n ,  s u c h 
demands, advances, and 
p r a c t i c e s  c a n  b e  m o r e 
d a m a g i n g  i n  s e v e r i t y, 
prevalence, and negative 
psychological consequences 
than for men. 

I f  our  soc ie t ies  can 
recognize that women own 
the right to their vagina 
preference, then what barrier 
can  r ema in  fo r  women 
empowerment and inclusion? 

None in my view! 
Laetitia Mugerwa is a 

Ugandan writer, and founder of  
Empowerment Initiative for 
Women and Youth Uganda that 
helps rural women and youth 
attain economic empowerment 
through skills development. 

advice jaundice patients to 
fight the sickness with sugar 
cane juice. 

5.  It  prevents hear t 
diseases and reduces weight 

The presence of  too 
much cholesterol in the 
blood walls the arteries, thus 
resulting in atherosclerosis, a 
form of  heart disease. 

Atherosclerosis narrows 
the arteries and slows, or 
even block, the flow of  blood 
to the heart muscle. 

Sugarcane juice, on the 
other hand, help reduce the 
bad cholesterol levels in the 
body; making it a preventing 
agent of  heart disease. 

And owing to the fact 
that sugarcane juice is high in 
soluble fibre, it also helps in 
weight reduction. 
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Sugarcane and it's amazing health benefits 

For goodness sake, let the vagina
breathe! 

Ways to maintain good personal
hygiene without stress
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UK braces for 1m Omicron cases as 
‘enormously worrying’ Covid variant spread

T
he increase in Omicron 
Covid cases in the U.K. is 
on such steep trajectory 
that the country has been 

warned to prepare for one million 
cases by the end of  the month.

The UK Health Security Agen-
cy said Wednesday that omicron 
is displaying a significant growth 
advantage over the delta variant, 
“meaning that it is likely to out-
compete delta in the U.K. and be-
come the dominant variant.”

This assessment is based on 
analysis of  U.K. data showing in-
creased household transmission 
risk, increased secondary attack 
rates (such as the chance of  each 
case infecting another individual) 
and increased growth rates com-
pared to delta, the UKHSA said.

“If  the growth rate and doubling 
time continue at the rate we have 
seen in the last 2 weeks, we expect 
to see at least 50% of  coronavirus 
cases to be caused by omicron var-
iant in the next 2 to 4 weeks,” it 
said in a statement.

Currently, the U.K. has recorded 
568 confirmed cases of  the vari-
ant, but the U.K.’s Health Secre-
tary Sajid Javid told British law-
makers Wednesday evening that 
“we know that the actual number 
of  infections will be significantly 
higher.”

“The UK Health Security 
Agency estimates that the [cur-
rent] number of  infections will be 
around 20 times higher than the 
number of  confirmed cases and so 
the number of  infections is closer 
to 10,000,” he said.

“At the current observed dou-

bling rate of  between two and a 
half  and three days by the end of  
this month infections could exceed 
a million,” Javid warned, saying 
the U.K. faced what he called the 
“twin threats from both omicron 
and the delta variant, which makes 
up the bulk, still, of  global cases.

The omicron variant was first 
spotted in South Africa in ear-
ly November and reported to the 
World Health Organization on 
Nov. 24. The WHO labelled it a 
“variant of  concern” two days 
later, noting it had mutations as-
sociated with increased transmis-
sibility.

Since then, the variant has been 
identified in 57 countries across 
the world, according to the WHO’s 
latest tally, and there are increas-
ing cases of  community transmis-
sion with no links to travel.

Experts and vaccine makers have 
scrambled to assess the variant’s 
risk profile. They are particularly fo-
cused on how fast it spreads, wheth-
er it causes more severe illness and 
could lead to an increase in hospi-
talizations and deaths, and whether 
it will undermine Covid vaccines.

Preliminary data, anecdotal evi-
dence and a small number of  ear-
ly studies suggest that the omicron 
variant is more transmissible than 
the delta variant, but causes mild-
er illness and could undermine the 
effectiveness of  Covid vaccines cur-
rently in use.

However, the WHO’s technical 
lead on Covid-19 stressed Wednes-
day that it is “too early to conclude” 
that omicron symptoms are weaker. 
The WHO Director-General Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus added that 
omicron could change the course of  
the pandemic.

A raft of  countries responded 
to news of  the variant by banning 
flights or introducing quarantines 
on visitors from southern African 
countries, where the omicron vari-
ant was first detected, as many are 
already dealing with a surge in delta 
cases as winter approaches.

The U.K. went further on 
Wednesday, advising people who 
could to work from home and in-
troducing stricter measures on 
mask-wearing and the use of  Covid 
passes.

‘Enormously worrying’ spread
There have been several pieces 

of  both positive and negative news 
regarding the omicron variant this 
week, but global financial markets 
have rallied in recent days as traders 
bet that the omicron Covid variant’s 
economic impact won’t be as severe 
as initially feared.

Pfizer’s CEO Albert Bourla said 
on Wednesday that people might 
need a fourth Covid-19 shot sooner 
than expected, while many coun-
tries are still rolling out third boost-
er shots. Others are still trying to 
vaccinate their populations with a 
first set of  shots, which help to re-
duce severe infection, hospitaliza-
tion and death.

Bourla’s comments came after 
preliminary research showed the 

omicron variant can undermine 
protective antibodies generated by 
the company’s vaccine, which it de-
veloped with BioNTech.

The vaccine-makers released re-
sults from an initial lab study on 
Wednesday showed that a third 
dose of  vaccine is effective in fight-
ing the omicron variant, while the 
effectiveness of  the initial two-dose 
vaccination series fell significantly.

“When we see real-world data, 
[we] will determine if  the omicron 
is well covered by the third dose and 
for how long,” Bourla told CNBC. 
“And the second point, I think we 
will need a fourth dose,” he added.

Experts have urged caution, say-
ing there are still unknowns about 
the variant.

Danny Altmann, professor of  im-
munology at Imperial College Lon-
don, told CNBC on Thursday that 
“the omicron data is enormously 
worrying,” pointing to the U.K’s 
2.5-day doubling time of  cases.

But Altmann stressed that the 
immunology landscape regarding 
omicron is not much worse than 
with the delta variant.

“As in, if  you’re an unvaccinated 
person or a two-dose vaccinated 
person who’s waned [whose vac-
cine immunity has waned] you’ve 
got essentially baseline protection, 
little protection against infection,” 
he told CNBC’s Squawk Box Eu-
rope.

“If  you’ve got booster, or have 
two doses plus prior infection, 
you’re probably in the safe protec-
tive zone and that’s looking true 
now in three different omicron 
studies, and in delta studies.” 

Boris Johnson, British PM

Senate Republicans move to block
Biden’s vaccine mandate  
S

enate Republicans, with 
the help of  Democrats Joe 
Manchin and Jon Tester, on 

Wednesday voted to block Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s vaccine mandate 
for large businesses, though the ef-
fort is likely to fizzle in the House.

Biden announced this fall that 
businesses with 100 or more em-
ployers would have to require their 
workers to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by Jan. 4, or be tested 
at least weekly. The rule, issued 
through the federal Occupational 
Safety and Hazards Administra-
tion, is already on hold thanks to 
the ruling last month of  a federal 
appeals court which called it “stag-
geringly overbroad.”

The measure is roundly opposed 
by conservatives who say it’s illegal 
and would lead to economic disas-
ter.

“The United States of  America is 
a free country,” Senate GOP Lead-
er Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said on 
the Senate floor Wednesday before 
the vote. “The federal government 
elites in Washington cannot micro-
manage citizens’ personal choices 
without a legitimate basis in law 

and the Constitution ... President 
Biden’s absurd private-sector vac-
cine mandate is blatant overreach.”

After failing to include a provision 
blocking the mandate in a spending 
bill Congress approved last week, 
Republicans were able to use a 
legislative maneuver known as the 
Congressional Review Act to force 
a vote Wednesday. It passed 52-48 
with moderate Democrats Manchin 
of  West Virginia and Tester of  Mon-
tana siding with the Republicans.

“Let me be clear. I do not support 
any government vaccine mandate 
on private businesses,” Manchin 
said in a statement last week. “I 
have long said we should incentiv-
ize, not penalize, private employers 
whose responsibility it is to protect 
their employees from COVID-19.”

The effort is unlikely to get any 
traction in the Democratic-con-
trolled House, so the fate of  the 
mandate will lie in the hands of  the 
courts, which are hearing challeng-
es on the issue.

OSHA estimates the rule would 
save thousands of  lives and prevent 
more than 250,000 hospitalizations 
due to workplace exposure to the 

virus. Aside from requiring employ-
ers with at least 100 workers to be 
vaccinated or regularly tested, the 
order also requires employers pro-
vide paid time to workers to get vac-
cinated and allow for paid leave to 
recover from any side effects.

The rule also mandates that:
• Employers determine the vacci-

nation status of  each employee, ob-
tain acceptable proof  of  vaccination 
status from vaccinated employees, 
and maintain records and a roster 
of  each employee’s vaccination sta-
tus.

• Workers provide “prompt no-
tice” when they test positive for 
COVID-19 or receive a COVID-19 
diagnosis. Employers must then re-
move the employee from the work-
place, regardless of  vaccination sta-
tus, until they meet required criteria.

• Ensure each worker who is not 
fully vaccinated is tested for COV-
ID-19 at least weekly (if  the worker 
is in the workplace at least once a 
week) or within 7 days before re-
turning to work (if  the worker is 
away from the workplace for a week 
or longer).

• Ensure that, in most circum-

stances, each employee who has not 
been fully vaccinated wears a mask 
when indoors or when occupying 
a vehicle with another person for 
work purposes.

Republicans, such as McConnell, 
who oppose the mandate say they 
want Americans to get the vaccine, 

they just oppose forcing them to 
do it. Meanwhile, Biden adminis-
tration health officials and many 
Democratic lawmakers warn the 
best way to stamp out the virus is 
to inoculate people so that variants 
cannot take hold and spread the dis-
ease.

Burkina Faso president fires
PM amid security crisis

B
urkina Faso President Roch 
Kabore fired his prime min-
ister on Wednesday amid an 

escalating security crisis that has 
killed thousands and led to street 
protests calling for his ouster.

Burkina Faso, one of  West Af-
rica’s poorest nations, has been 
beset by attacks carried out by 
groups linked to al Qaeda and 
Islamic State since 2016, killing 
civilians and forcing more than 1 
million people to flee.

Kabore has been under pressure 
to make changes and has already 
reshuffled his army leadership. 
His announcement to fire Prime 
Minister Christophe Dabire ap-
pears to be an extension of  the 
same purge.

Burkina Faso is at the heart of  
an Islamist insurgency that has 
also hit large parts of  neighbour-
ing Mali and Niger that sit in the 

arid Sahel region that borders the 
southern edge of  the Sahara.

Despite efforts by former co-
lonial ruler France and other re-
gional armies, attacks continue 
unabated, leaving local communi-
ties vulnerable.

Roch Kabore, Burkina Faso President
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Another round of political 
service begins for Senator 
Samuel Nnaemeka Anyanwu 
If  everything goes on 

well as planned by the 
people’s Democratic 

Party, Senator Samdad-
dy Nnaemeka Anyanwu 
would be among those to 
be sworn in as members 
of  the National executive 
committee of  the People’s 
Democratic Party come 
this Friday.

Senator Anyanwu has 
been prominent in the Ni-
gerian political system since 
2004. In this analysis, ef-
forts will be made to exam-
ine the progress and thrust 
of  this calm, amiable, char-
ismatic and eloquent politi-
cian from Atta in Ikeduru 
LGA of  Imo State. Nobody 
will fault any conclusion to 
the fact that Senator An-
yanwu has had a successful 
run in the Nigerian politics. 
Before delving into the ar-
ray of  his political career, 
performances and activ-
ities, it will be necessary 
to lay a foundation of  his 
brief  but loaded with facts 
and figures activities. 

Samuel Nnaemeka 
Anyanwu born 18th June 
1965, is a Nigerian politi-
cian who represented the 
Imo East constituency in 
Imo State in the 8th As-
sembly Senate of  Nigeria. 
He declared to run for Gov-
ernor in the 2019 elections 
but things didn’t go his way. 
He is a member of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party.

Samuel Nnaemeka An-
yanwu received his Bache-
lor of  Science degree from 
the University of  Port Har-
court in 2001.

Anyanwu was chairman 
of  the Ikeduru Local 
Government Area in 
western Imo State from 2004 
to 2007 and was a member 
of  the Imo State House 
of  Assembly from 2007 to 
2015. In the Senate he was 
a member of  the committees 
on Ethics, Privileges and 

Public Positions and 
Customs, Excise and Tariff.

That is to say that he has 
been in the limelight in the 
murky waters of  Nigerian 
politics since 2004.

One thing which must 
be attributed to Senator 
Anyanwu apart from his 
noiseless carriage is that he 
is a man of  persistency and 
consistency. 

In spite of  all the hub-
bubs, summersault and oth-
er political roughness which 
has characterised politics in 
Nigeria, Senator Anyanwu 
has remained calm and fo-
cused navigating exactly his 
terrain.

A man of  elegant built 
with enviable carriage, 
Senator Anyanwu has not 
been identified with the 
type of  summersault in 
political activities. Indeed 
and in fact, those who 
have come closer to him 
must attest to the fact that 
in any discussion, he is not 
a man of  too many words 

but a man of  measured 
reasonable output. 

Quite unlike so many 
Nigerian politicians, one 
can attest to the fact that 
he is a man with consistent 
presence of  the mind.

A highly diligent per-
son, Senator Anyanwu is a 
man of  his words. No mat-
ter the subject, no matter 

the circumstances, he will 
talk less and listen more.

Senator Nnaemeka An-
yanwu is an apt description 
of  what Modibo Keïta, the 
first President of  Mali and 
the Prime Minister of  the 
Mali Federation once said, 
“Young political champi-
ons who strive to make it 
top must begin with under-
standing the hubbricks of  
local politics and be able 
to grow in it and within it. 
They must understand that 
the elevation and shortcom-
ings of  leaders in their lo-
cal community or country 
are well studied, grasped, 
analysed and then put into 
practice in dealing with 
their constituents.” That 
is why Marcus C. Clem-
ent an European historian 
once said, “For one who 
thinks big on politics must 
possess the attributes of  
humility, respectability and 
accommodating principles 
of  calmness, observations 
and must know how to 
control the nuances of  the 
grassroots.” Indeed, Sen-
ator Nnaemeka Anyanwu 
certainly fits this character-
ization and what Edmund 
Burke a British politician 
refers to as, “The charac-
ters, qualities and behav-
iours of  a Scottish gentry.” 

Quite unassuming in 
character and behaviour, 
on approach to his modest 
mansion, Nobody but no-
body will believe that in-
deed that is the residence 
of  a Distinguished Senator 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria.

In his modest sitting room, 
one would find a mixture of  
the high, the low and on the 
other side of  the moderately 
furnished sitting room you 
will still find “thinkers and 
intellectuals” engaged in 
meaningful discussions and 
not in destructive gossips.

During his campaign 
for the senate race, Senator 
Anyanwu walked into my 
office quite unassuming.

From a brief  discussion 
I had with him regarding 
his political ambition, I 
found out that he was a 
highly knowledgeable per-
son. Indeed he had the 
grasp of  every political ac-
tivity in this country. From 
that discussion and for four 
years he was a senator of  
the Federal Republic of  Ni-
geria, he kept every prom-
ise he made to me.

Even when you think 
that he must have forgotten 
the result of  the outcome 
of  the discussion you had 
with him, he would spring 
a surprise in implementing 
the decisions of  those dis-
cussions. Therefore, I and 
many others were not sur-
prised when the announce-
ment was made that Distin-
guished Senator Nnaemeka 
Anyanwu was appointed 
the National Secretary of  
the opposition party, PDP. 

I want my readers and 
members of  the public to 
take this statement to the 
bank that Senator Anyanwu 
will bring to the table more 
political qualities, actions 
and innovations which will 
make it easier for the rul-
ing APC to redouble their 
various strategic options 
because distinguished Sen-
ator Anyanwu is a highly 
intelligent person who does 
a lot of  calculations in any 
political action. We wish 
him and his political party 
goodluck as we move along 
towards 2023.

One thing which must be attributed 

to Senator Anyanwu apart from his 

noiseless carriage is that he is a man 

of  persistency and consistency. In spite 

of  all the hubbubs, summersault and 

other political roughness which has 

characterised politics in Nigeria, Senator 

Anyanwu has remained calm and 

focused navigating exactly his terrain.

Anyanwu
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Rossi, believes Napoli 
cannot win this season's 
Ser ie  A t i t l e  i f  Vic tor 
Osimhen is sidelined for a 
lengthy period.

N a p o l i  a n n o u n c e d 
themselves as solid title 

o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  

CAfrican Footbal l 
(CAF) has addressed 

speculation suggesting that 
the Africa Cup of  Nations 
could be moved away from 
host nation Cameroon due 
to  the  new COVID-19 
Omicron variant.

With the prevailing 
circumstances around the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the 
continent, there have been 
r umours  that  the  next 
AFCON, which is set to take 
place from 9 January to 6 
February 2022, could be 
rescheduled or even moved 
to the Middle East in Qatar.

According to the BBC, 
travel restrictions have been 
imposed on a number of  
African countries, including 
Nigeria and Cameroon, who 
have also been added to the 
United Kingdom's “red list” 
following the emergence of  
the new variant of  the virus.

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
European Club Association 
(ECA), an independent 
body that represents clubs 
across Europe, stated that 
they were seeking an urgent 
discussion with FIFA as they 
were concerned about the 
welfare of  those players who 
are set to take part in the 

upcoming competition.
“The Board agreed to 

engage urgently with FIFA 
to ensure all necessary 
precautions are in place to 
protect players and club 
interests  as  the  heal th 
s i tua t ion  cont inues  to 
deteriorate in an alarming 
manner,” the ECA said in a 
statement.

H o w e v e r ,  C A F ' s 
director of  communications 
Alex Siewe has now quashed 
t h e  l a t e s t  s p e c u l a t i o n 
regarding the hosting and 
scheduling of  the showpiece.

“ W e  c a n ' t  k e e p 
spending time dealing with 
rumours,” Siewe told BBC 
Sport Africa.

“We did not receive any 
o t h e r  m e s s a g e  o r 
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  o u r 
leaders – nothing such as 
c h a n g i n g  o f  d a t e s  o r 
countries. We did not discuss 
such during all our last 
m e e t i n g s .
“We are on site. We are 
working.”

It is said that CAF 
o f f i c i a l s  l a n d e d  i n 
Cameroon this week in 
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
tournament, which is set to 
kick off  in Yaounde.

“An official delegation 

from CAF has been released 
and general secretary Veron 
Mosengo-Omba is joining us 
in two days,” Siewe added.

alvin Phillips is Kreportedly set to 
snub a potential 

transfer to Manchester 
United in preference for 
Liverpool instead.

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international was a focal 
point for both club and 
country last season in the 
Premier League and Euro 
2020, which has attracted 
several teams to him.

According to reports, 
Phillips is set to reject any 
possible transfer to join 
Manchester United due to 
his loyalty to the fans at 
Leeds United, as he does 
not want to upset them.

T h e  m i d f i e l d e r  i s 
apparently of  the belief  that 
fans would be less upset if  
he was to leave in order to 
sign for Jurgen Klopp's club, 
which is his preference.

Since he joined Leeds 
United Phillips has made 

over 226 appearances, being 
a frequent name in the 
starting lineup for the West 
Yorkshire-based team.

T h e  W h i t e s  a r e 

currently just six points 
above the relegation zone at 
the moment, sitting in 15th 
place after winning just 
three games.

contenders after rising to and 
staying at the peak of  the 
league table for several 
weeks.

O s i m h e n  p l aye d  a 
crucial role in that brilliant 
run, scoring five goals and 
w i n n i n g  a  c o u p l e  o f  
p e n a l t i e s  a s  L u c i a n o 

Spalletti's men won ten, drew 
two, and lost none of  their 
opening 12 Serie A matches.

But Osimhen suffered a 
nasty facial injury in Napoli's 
game week 13 clash against 
Inter Milan – which they 
eventually lost 3-2 for their 
first defeat of  the season – 

and has been unavailable 
since.

In the striker's absence, 
Napoli have won just one of  
f o u r  m a t c h e s  i n  a l l 
c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  w i t h  I l 
Partenopei dropping to third 
on the league table, two 
points behind AC Milan and 
one behind Inter Milan.

A l s o ,  S e n e g a l 
in te r na t iona l  de fender 
Kal i lou Koul iba ly  was 
sidelined for Napoli's 3-2 loss 
at home to Atalanta after 
suffering a knock in the 2-2 
draw away to Sassuolo 
penultimate weekend.

ele smiled from his Phospital bed after 
h a v i n g  f u r t h e r 

treatment on a colon tumour 
– with two of  his daughters 
posting positive updates.

The Brazil legend, 81, 
spent a month at the Albert 
Einstein Hospital in Sao 
Paulo earlier this year after 
having a tumour removed.

Pele was readmitted for 
further treatment earlier this 
week, but his family have 
shared positive updates – 
urging fans to 'calm down', 
saying the treatment was 
'scheduled'.

Flavia Kurtz Nascimento – 
sharing a picture of  her 
posing with beaming dad 
Pele – captioned her post: 
“My people!!! Calm down…

“Last visit of  the year to 

Einstein…
“ K e e p i n g  u p  t h e 

treatment, with control 
exams and chemo…

“Thanks to this wonderful 
t eam… my fa ther  jus t 
EVOLVES!!!

“Thank you very much for 
the affection, everyone… 
but Papi is Great.”

A n o t h e r  o f  P e l e ' s 
d a u g h t e r s ,  K e l y 
Nascimento, re-posted her 
s i s t e r ' s  p i c t u r e  –  a n d 
provided a positive update 
of  her own.

She wrote: “I appreciate all 
the affection we've received 
from all of  you!!

“This photo was taken 10 
m i n u t e s  a g o  o n 
@hosp_einstein where my 
father finished a procedure 
that had been scheduled for 
months.

“ M y  s i s t e r 
@flavia_kurtz_fisioterapiah
e's petting him for me!

“In two or three days he 
retur ns home to enjoy 
Christmas.

“This was not a surprise. It 
was already scheduled and is 
part of  the treatment.

“All my gratitude, always.”
In September, three-time 

World Cup winner Pele 
confirmed he would need to 
k e e p  u n d e r g o i n g 
chemotherapy sessions.

The tumour had been 
discovered during routine 
checks in August.

And Rossi, who guided 
Lazio to the 2009 Copa Italia 
triumph, has tipped Napoli 
to be among the Italian Serie 
A title contenders if  they can 
k e e p  O s i m h e n  a n d 
Koulibaly fit.

“They all have the same 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e 
championships are decided 
in  March ,”  Ross i  to ld 
T u t t o m e r c a t o w e b  v i a 
TuttoNapoli when asked to 
name who would win the 
championship.

“Napoli lost Koulibaly 
and Osimhen, for a period 
they can compensate but in 

the long run, they can't.
“We will have to see 

what happens to the other 
teams, which is why I say 
that everything wil l  be 
decided in March.”

Osimhen, though, has 
made a quick recovery from 
his facial wounds and was 
spot ted  in  t ra in ing  on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Napoli forward was 
expected to be out of  action 
for three months, but it has 
been only three weeks since 
he had surgery.
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Without Osimhen, Napoli can't win Serie A title – Ex-Lazio boss, Rossi

CAF says no going back on AFCON

Pele to return from hospital before
Christmas – Daughter

Kalvin Phillips to snub United for
Liverpool

Pele, daughter

Osimhen

Philips
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stand out in his footballing 
career so far. 

3. Wilson Oruma (1993) 
When Nigeria won their 

second FIFA Under-17 
World Cup title in 1993, they 
were captained by Wilson 
Oruma. The midfielder was 
u n p l a y a b l e  i n  t h e  
tournament, which Nigeria 
won. He finished as the 

helsea players have 

Cbeen left unhappy by 
the club's reluctance 

t o  e x t e n d  C e s a r 
Azpilicueta's contract at 
Stamford Bridge.

The club captain who 
arrived at Chelsea from 
Marseille in 2012  is free to 
nego t ia te  p re - con t rac t 
ag reements  wi th  c lubs 
outside England in January 
ahead of  a summer move, 
and both Barcelona and 
Atletico Madrid are said to 
be interested.

E u r o s p o r t  c l a i m 
Azpilicueta's teammates are 
confused why the Spaniard's 
future remains unclear, 
particularly with uncertainty 
s u r r o u n d i n g  A n d r e a s 

Christensen and Antonio 
Rudiger, whose contracts are 
also up in the summer.

The report claims Barca 
and Atletico are 'waiting in 
the wings' if  the 32-year-old 
defender states his desire to 
leave the club.

In January, Azpilicueta 
said he was not worried 
about his future and has total 
trust in the club.

“ I  d o n ' t  h av e  a n y 
concerns,” Azpilicueta said, 
when  a sked  abou t  h i s 
contract situation. “I feel 
fully trusted by the club since 
I arrived.

“At the moment it is true 
that my contract ends in June 
but I just focus on what's 
next, to train and play the 

best I can.
“Everything will take 

care of  itself, I don't need to 
say anything more. I have to 
keep doing what I am doing 
and it will come by itself.

“Of  course, I love to be 
here, I feel loved since I 
arrived and my aim is to be 
here for as long as I can be.”

Azpilicueta started for 
Chelsea as they drew their 
final Champions League 
group game 3-3 with Zenit St 
Petersburg.

Having led 1-0 and 3-2 in 
the game, Thomas Tuchel 
has urged his players to stop 
coasting when they hold the 
advantage.

The Golden Eaglets 
clinched their third World 
Cup title in 2007 after a long 
14-year wait. At the heart of  
their victory was a free-
scoring youngster called 
Macauley  Chr i santus.  
Chrisantus finished the 
tournament with the Golden 
Boot, scoring all his seven 
goals with his right foot. He 

he Nigerian under-17 Tfootball team, also 
known as the Golden 

Eaglets, is one of  the most 
successful youth teams in 
football. They have won the 
FIFA Under-17 World Cup 
five times and have finished 
as runners-up three times. 
The Golden Eaglets have 
also won the African Under-
17 Cup of  Nations on two 
occasions. 

Each of  the successful 
Nigerian under-17 teams 
had exceptionally talented 
players. Some went on to 
become established players 
in the Super Eagles. 

Here are five of  the best 
Nigerian Under-17 players 
of  all-time; 

1. Victor Osimhen  
(2015) 

Victor Osimhen was the 
star of  the 2015 Under-17 
World Cup in Chile. He won 
the Golden Boot and Silver 
B a l l  a w a r d s  a t  t h e  
tournament and also earned 
himself  the CAF Young 
Player of  the Year award in 
2015. Osimhen's 10 goals 
and two assists propelled 
Emmanuel  Amuneke ' s  
young team to the title. 
Osimhen holds the record 
for the highest number of  
goals scored in a single FIFA 
Under -17  Wor ld  Cup  
tournament. 

2. Kelechi Iheanancho 
(2013) 

I h e a n a c h o  s t a r t e d  
representing Nigeria at 
youth levels from the under-
13s. However, he made his 
mark with the Nigerian 
under-17 team. Iheanacho 
scored six goals, including 
one in the final, and 
managed seven assists at the 
2013 FIFA Under-17 World 
in the United Arab Emirates. 
The Manu Garba-led team 
dominated the competition 
and won convincingly. 
Iheanancho is now a regular 
for the Super Eagles, but his 
exploits at the under-17 level 

tournament's top goalscorer 
with 6 goals, and scored the 
fastest goal in a FIFA Under-
17 World Cup final (3rd 
minute). Oruma spent most 
of  this club career in France, 
and was also part of  the 
squad that won the Olympic 
gold medal in 1996. 

4. Macauley Chrisantus 
(2007) 

never made it to the Men's 
senior team, but he is 
definitely one of  the best 
Nigerian players at under-17 
level. 

5. Kanu Nwankwo  
(1993) 

Many Nigerians fondly 
remember Kanu Nwankwo's 
exploits at the Atlanta 1996 
Olympics. However, he 

played in the all-conquering 
1993 under-17 Golden 
Eaglet team, alongside 
Wilson Oruma. He scored 
five goals in the tournament. 
Kanu has enjoyed success 
with the Super Eagles and is 
one of  the greatest Nigerian 
players in history. 
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5 of the best Nigerian under-17 players from 1993-2015
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Chelsea players unhappy with club over Azpi’s contract state

Living together before
marriage: Good or bad? 

For goodness sake, let the
vagina breathe! 

Azpilicueta


