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NEWS

From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has admon-

ished the rich, especially 
government officials to al-
ways extend support to the 
less privileged to increase 
the chances of  prosperity 
for their children.

Umahi who gave the 
admonition during a spe-
cial family end of  the year 
thanksgiving at Christ Em-
bassy Church, Abakaliki 
stressed the need for gov-
ernment officials to have a 

Umahi urges  government officials
to assist less privileged

change of  attitude towards 
assisting the less privileged 
in the society.

“Let’s have a change of  
attitude, if  you want to 
prosper because whatever 
you sow in the eye of  the 
public, so you will reap it in 
your children. 

“In the weeks ahead, we 
are going to have a robust 
programme for our chil-
dren who were misled dur-
ing the #ENDSARS that 
are still in the prison.

“We are grateful to God 
that my immediate family 
is seeing the end of  the year 
not minding the turbulence 

of  2021, I thank everyone 
who is praying for us, the 
CAN, the Divine Mandate 
Pastors and the Praying 
Widows.”

He announced that in 
continuation of  his Urban 
Renewal initiative which 
has resulted in the reloca-
tion of  the former Abakpa 
main market, the building 
material market, the me-
chanic village will have a 
change in the coming year.

“We are coming over 
to the mechanic village 
and spare parts, that place 
would be vacated before the 
end of  March.

“In the weeks ahead, we 
are going to be having Gov-
ernor’s taskforce under me, 
if  you have a plot of  land 
in the capital city and it is 
not developed, it must be 
weeded and there shall be 
task force on IGR.

“We are going to be train-
ing CEOs who will become 
facility managers.”

In an exaltation, the Sen-
ior Pastor of  Christ Em-
bassy Church, Abakaliki, 
Pastor Eunice Oyeyemi 
admonished Christians to 
always use their opportu-
nities to impact on lives 
of  the needy positively, in-
sisting that a good done to 
someone is but a cheque for 
greater reward in the future.

“Everything we have here 
on earth is not in vain, God 
is aware that we are here. 
There is nothing that was 
made here on earth without 
Jesus.

“The Bible says don’t 
let the bad deeds of  others 
discourage you from your 
good deeds because there 

are rewards for good deeds.
“Don’t change your 

minds about God, your 
acts, your good deeds are 
recorded for tomorrow’s 
reference.

“When God wants to 
bless a man, nothing can 
stop it. Someone may not 
be there but God has the 
records. If  a man can have 
CCTV cameras, what about 
God. God remembers his 
children to favor them.

“And I will say to you 
your Excellency, there is a 
book of  remembrance that 
God has written the good 
deeds you have done, it 
may not be now but those 
things cannot go unreward-
ed.

“Let us not stop doing 
good especially at this time, 
let us do good to all men es-
pecially those who have the 
household of  faith, as God 
moves you, do good, as 
God blesses you, do good. 
Let someone say praise 
God because of  you, let 
someone have a testimony 
because of  you, so be kind, 
be generous, be good.”

Duke says defected party
members ‘ll come back

F
ormer Governor 
of  Cross River 
State and a Peo-

ple’s Democratic Party 
member, Mr. Donald 
Duke has said that he 
will woo back to the par-
ty former members of  
the party currently in All 
Progressives Congress.

Duke made the vow on 
Monday while receiving 
former PDP state par-
ty Chairman, Ntufam 
Ekpo Okon, who defect-
ed from the PDP to the 
APC to contest election 
as the deputy governor-
ship candidate in 2019.

According to Duke, 
“From time to time you 
leave your institution 
and go for a sabbatical. I 
have had experience be-
cause I went on sabbat-
ical too when I left the 
party to another party.

“And we have our 
colleagues who made 
the party tick. We are 
not going to rest on our 
oars. We have worked 
for this party since 1998. 
A strange element came 
and took our party.

“We even allowed the 
strange elements to oc-
cupy seats that we the 
owners ought to have oc-
cupied. 

“I will tell you with-
out equivocation that the 
state today ought to be 
among the richest states 
in Nigeria. 

So we have to recall all 
our ‘lecturers’ who went 
on sabbatical back to the 
party. We are receiving 
and harvesting all our 
members who left the 
PDP for a sabbatical in 
batches.”

Speaking during the 
event, the former PDP 
state party Chairman Nt-
ufam Ekpo Okon said he 
was happy to be received 
back to the fold and as-
sured the party faithful 
of  his total loyalty to the 
PDP.

According to him, he 
and Duke were able to at-
tain the height which they 
did through the support 
of  the PDP members he 
has returned to rub shoul-
ders with once again.

Anambra police 
neutralizes 2 armed 
robbers, arrested 4 
suspects
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Anambra Police 
Command has inter-
cepted a three-man 

armed robbery gang operat-
ing around idemili flyover, 
Obosi by Onitsha-Owerri 
Road. 

The hoodlums who were 
about  to rob passengers 
travelling in a Toyota Sienna 
van opened fire on sighting 
the police. The operatives 
responded swiftly gunning 
down two armed suspects, 
later identified as Chinedu 
Okeri ‘m’ from Enugu and 
Chukwuebuka Orizu from 
Anambra State while the 
third suspect, Abuchi Osim 
‘m’ from Enugu State was 
arrested. 

Police recovered two lo-
cally made pistols, five car-
tridges  and the tricycle that 
brought the gangsters to 
scene of  crime.

In a follow up operation, 
the arrested suspect led the 
operatives to their criminal 
hideout in Atani Ogbaru 
LGA were Chinedu Ogunna 
‘m’ 21yrs, Arinze Chukwu 
‘m’ 16yrs and Ebuka Aya-
zie ‘m’ 18yrs were arrested. 
They claimed belonging to 
same cult group and armed 
robbery gang.

Meanwhile, the Commis-
sioner of  Police Anambra 

Command, CP Echeng 
Echeng has assured that the 
Command which has since 
rejigged its policing strate-
gy and made same potent 
and dynamic to respond to 
any emergency and security 
challenge will not relent in 
safeguarding lives and prop-
erties of  people in the state 
especially during this yule-
tide season.

He therefore enjoined 
law-abiding citizens of  the 
State to remain vigilant and 
continue to support  security 
agencies with credible infor-
mation in the fight against 
acts of  crime and criminality 
in the state.

Suspension of Ohanaeze Ndigbo youth leader 
illegal, unconstitutional  - Umahi
From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has described 

the purported suspension 
of  the National Youth 
Leader of  Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo Worldwide, Comrade 
Damian Okafor as illegal 

and unconstitutional.
 Umahi who stated 

this while playing host 
to the Youth Wing of  
the Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide at his Office, 
new Government House, 
Ochoudo Centenary City, 
Abakaliki  stated that it 
was illogical for a group 
of  persons to have allegedly 
 suspended the Ebonyi -
State representative in  
the body that was duly 
elected by the National 
Executive Council.

“I learnt of  what was 
happening when some 
people came together and 
said they have suspended 
the National Youth Lead-
er of  Ohanaeze,  for me, 
it is not correct and it is 
not something anybody 
should give any attention 
to, the constitution is there, 
you were elected by NEC 
and it is only NEC that can 
suspend you.

“Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
should not be politically 
motivated and we stand 
against that. Defend the 
course of  Ndigbo, because 
you have PDP members 
and you have APC mem-
bers, the moment you start 
defending one person, 
then you are now partisan 
and it is not right.

“Nobody can remove 
any officer that is zoned to 
Ebonyi and elected by the 

NEC, nobody, even if  the 
Youth Leader is standing 
alone, even if  this wonder-
ful men and women are 
not supporting, he remains 
the Youth Leader and no-
body can remove him from 
office. 

He commended the 
Youth Wing of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide led by Comrade Da-
mian Okafor and urged 
them to lend their voice to 
the Igbo course in 2023.

“I want you to note it and 
note it very well because 
I will also not allow you 
to downgrade the status 
of  Ohanaeze, you people 
should not attack the lead-
ers, it is only when people 
are attacking the course of  
Ndigbo, then you have to 
respond and defend that.

“Let us just be decent 
by our cultural values to 
do things very decently 
and please be the youth 
Leader to APGA States, 
PDP States, and the APC 
States.”

The Youth Wing of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide was accompanied 
on the courtesy visit by 
the Ebonyi State Presi-
dent of  the Socio-cultural 
organization, Chief  Peter 
Mbam, the National Vice 
President, Chief  Okeagu 
Ogada, and the National 
Treasurer, Hon. Beatrice 
Eze.

Hoodlums vandalize billboards, 
flags at APC office 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
wo giant billboards 
belonging to two 
chieftains of  the 

All Progressive Congress 
(APC) were 

last weekend, alleged-
ly destroyed by suspected 
hoodlums in Umuahia.

Also, party flags of  the 
party were also allegedly 
pulled down and destroyed 
by the invaders.

The incident took place 
at about 1:00 am, Friday at 
Uyo street headquarters of  
the APC.

The attackers, according 
to a security man guarding  
the party office, were about 
20 in number and allegedly 
sang  anti- Ikechi Emenike 
songs, before pulling down 
the billboards and flags.

The security man who 
did not want his name in 
print, also alleged that he 
helplessly watched from 
a hidden corner while the 
suspected  arsonists tore 
the images of  the party 
leaders to shreds, claim-
ing that the attackers  even 
threatened to vandalise the 
entire building.

Confirming the attack, 
the administration officer 
of  the party, Mr. Stanley 
Chidi and APC State Or-
ganizing Secretary, Mr. 
Obinna Atuonwu respec-
tively, expressed shock at 
the dastardly act by the 
unknown men and prom-
ised to report the matter to 
the Police for investigation 
and protection.

Stanley while condemn-
ing the attack, said he ar-
rived the party secretariat 
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at dawn to behold the de-
bris of  torn billboards and 
flags.

Also condemning the at-
tack, the Organizing secre-
tary Obinna Atuonwu told 
Journalists, “we  have been 
receiving threats since our 
congress was recognized 
by the national leadership 
of  our great party.”

Atuonwu continued, 
“Now that threats have 
started manifesting in 
vandalism, the Abia APC 
leadership will without de-
lay, petition the Police and 
ask for protection before 
things get out of  hand”.

But the Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO) of  
Abia State Police  Com -
mand, Geoffrey Ogbonna  
could not reply to a mes-
sage sent to him on the 
matter.



NEWS

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

I
gbo traders under the 
South East Amalga-
mated Markets Traders 

Association (SEAMATA) 
have sent a Save Our Souls 
(SOS) to the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN) over mul-
tiple and indiscriminate 
charges and deductions on 
customers by commercial 
banks.

The Igbo traders said 
this in an open letter ad-
dressed to the Governor 
of  the CBN, Dr. Godwin 
Emefiele, on Monday 
made available to news-
men in Enugu.

The letter was joint-
ly signed by the Presi-
dent-General of  SEAMA-
TA, Chief  Gozie Akudolu 
and its Secretary, Mr. Alex 
Okwudiri, respectively.

According to the state-
ment, we are directed to 
formally bring to your no-
tice the indiscriminate act 
of  financial oppression 
which our members and all 
depositors and operators 
of  bank accounts experi-

Igbo traders decry multiple
charges by commercial banks

ence on a daily basis from 
commercial banks through 
indiscriminate charges and 
deductions.

It said that most of  the 
transactions are the social 
responsibility of  the banks, 
adding that the banks make 
deductions and charges for 
virtually every transaction 
ranging from deposits to 
even confirmation of  sig-
nature.

The statement reads in 
part: “Part of  the major 
responsibilities of  the com-
mercial banks, we know, is 
to accept money deposits 
from customers and keep 
safe custody of  the same, 
and perform such other 
transactions for and as 
directed by the customer 
through various bank in-
struments.

 “Most of  the transac-
tions, we also know, are the 
social responsibility of  the 
banks. But today, the banks 
make deductions and 
charges for virtually every 
transaction ranging from 
deposits to even confirma-
tion of  signature.

“The cashless econo-

APGA lauds Ngige for supporting Soludo

Governor Umahi (3rd from right), with Damian Okafor and others when the Ohanaeze Youth Wing visited the
governor in Abakaliki.
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he All Progressive 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA), has af-

firmed the Minister of  La-
bour and Employment, 
Senator Chris Ngige, as the 
leader of  All Progressive 
Congress APC in Anambra 
state, for supporting Pro-
fessor Chukwuma Soludo, 
winner of  the just conclud-
ed November 6 governor-
ship election in the state.

The National Chairman 
of  All Soludo Support 
Group (ASSG), Chief  Jude 
Emecheta, gave the affirma-
tion over the weekend, dur-
ing the group victory party 
celebration of  the Novem-
ber election, held at Prof. 
Dora Akunyili Women De-
velopment Centre Awka, 
Anambra state capital.

According to him, Ngige, 
deserves to be respected for 
playing a mature opposition 
rule in the state, especially, 
during the governorship 
election.

“Ngige, in a goodwill mes-
sage by his Media Office, 
shortly after the announce-

ment of  the winner by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), 
congratulated the former 
Governor of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) for 
a resounding victory at the 
poll, saying it is a victory 
well-deserved.

Emecheta, who reacted 
against the eleven political 
parties that have filed peti-
tions against the outcome of  
the gubernatorial election 
that produced Soludo, as 
winner, advised the parties 
to sheathe their sword and 
allow the governor-elect, 
who massively won the 19 
local government areas of  
21 LGA in the state, to con-
centrate on his development 
agenda for Ndi-Anambra.

“Not that APGA is afraid 
to confront them in the 
court, but I am appealing 
to them, especially, Sena-
tor Andy Uba of  the APC, 
to withdraw their petitions 
because I know and I be-
lieve, they will not succeed, 
because Soludo victory is 
mandate from God and the 
good people of  Anambra. 
They are only going to court 
to spent their resources and 

to show their political rele-
vance.

Among the parties that 
approached the tribunal in-
cluded Senator Andy Uba 
of  the All Progressive Con-
gress APC who is calling for 
a declaration that he won 
majority of  the valid votes 
cast in the said election.

The Action Democrat-
ic Party (ADP) and its 
candidate Prince Adam 
Ume-Ezeoke in their pe-

tition prayed the tribunal 
for the nullification of  the 
election on the grounds that 
the Bi- Modal Accreditation 
Verification System (BVAS) 
was not in the Electoral Act 
and the malfunctioning ulti-
mately disenfranchised over 
ninety percent of  the regis-
tered voters.

Also the candidate of  the 
Accord Party, Dr. Godwin 
Maduka and his party called 
for the nullification of  the 

election on the ground of  
irregularities.

Other parties included the 
United Patriots which peti-
tioned the tribunal on the 
grounds of  wrongful exclu-
sion of  the party name from 
the ballot calling for the nul-
lification of  the election as 
well as the Green Party and 
the Action People’s Party 
APP among others.

But the duo of  the Peo-

ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) and its candidate 
Mr. Valentine Ozigbo and 
candidate of  the Young Pro-
gressive Party (YPP) Sen-
ator Ifeanyi Ubah did not 
petition the tribunal.

Speaking further, Emeche-
ta, who is also the Managing 
Director of  Anambra State 
Signage and Advertisement 
Agency, urged members to 
pray for the party’s victory 
at tribunal.

NDLEA intercepts 10.5kg of Tramadol,
20.357kg of Cannabis in Ebonyi

T
he National Drug 
Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) in 

Ebonyi state has intercept-
ed two male youths 21 and 
29 years old respectively as 
carriers of  10.5kg of  tram-
adol and 20.357kgs of  can-
nabis sativa in Ebonyi state. 

Ebonyi state Command-
er of  the Agency Alhaji 
Umaro Isa-Idoro made this 
known to newsmen at the 
Agency’s headquarters Nte-
zi Ebonyi state while listing 
their most recent achieve-
ments in stopping the use 
of  illicit drugs.

Isa-Idoro represented by 
the Deputy Commander 
Aweda Mathew narrated 
that the 21 years old suspect 
Ezeonyi Ifeanyi a native of  
Aguata local government 
area of  Anambra state was 
intercepted by the Agency’s 

patrol team on 27th day of  
November 2021in Abakali-
ki along Enugu- Abakaliki 
high way on his way from 
Onicha Anambra state to 
Benue state for supply of  
the said illicit drugs.

According to the State 
Commander, the intercept-
ed tramadol comprises both 
50mg and 100mg and is a 
total of  21000 capsules.

In a similar development, 
Ivoh Chukwuemeka aged 
29 native of  Ohaozara local 
government area of  Ebonyi 
state was also apprehend-
ed by the Agency’s patrol 
team on the 19th day of  
November 2021 following 
the 20.357kg of  cannabis 
sativa he way-billed via a 
commercial bus which was 
accosted by the Agency re-
cently in a Filling station at 
the popular Presco junction 
in Abakaliki, Ebonyi state 
capital.

While speaking about the 
current prevalent Mkpuru 
Mmiri drug, he noted that it 
had been in existence long 
ago but its current high in-
take and adverse effects 
recently made it more pop-
ular. According to him Mk-
puru Mmiri works on cen-
tral nervous system which 
is why its users easily loose 
senses.

 He regretted its high 
prevalent rate in South East 
of  Nigeria and attributed all 
its effects to causes of  some 
problems ravaging the re-
gion.

my policy of  the CBN has 
been of  immense benefits 
to our members especial-
ly as it curtailed the barest 
minimum armed robbery 
attacks of  our members, 
leading to loss of  fortunes 
and even lives. However, 
today, nobody carries huge 
cash again on business 
trips. 

“The commercial banks 
are turning themselves 
into becoming “sippers” 
to bank customers through 
the indiscriminate charges 
and deductions especially 
online transactions.

“When a customer makes 
an online transfer of  funds, 
the transferor is charged a 
certain amount of  money 
deducted from his/her ac-
count and the recipient’s 
account is also charged and 
deductions made for re-
ceiving the money.

“In addition, charges and 
deductions are also made 
for SMS, which most of  
the time were not received. 
Finally, at intervals, charg-
es and deductions will be 
made on the same account 
as service charge.

“The banks are pressing 
our necks real hard and 
we are financially choking. 
Our members had individ-
ually approached the banks 
to complain but without 
success.

“Our only alternative is 
to bring our plight and in-
deed, the plight of  all bank 
customers to your knowl-
edge and most humbly and 
respectfully appeal that 
you prevail on the banks 
to please have compassion 
on the customers and stop 
forthwith, the indiscrim-
inate charges and deduc-
tions and if  possible, refund 
all the deductions.

“The association has de-
cided to go through your 
office for the resolution 
of  this matter instead of  
besieging the bank offices 
with protesters which is 
far from what our nation 
needs now”.

The statement said that 
the association strongly 
believes in CBN’s ability, 
strong commitment and 
will-power in the success-
ful resolution of  this matter 
once the apex bank wades 
into it.

 

I, formerly known and 
addressed as MARY-JANE 

OYIBO IGWILO, now 
wish to be known and 

addressed as MARY-JANE 
CHIMEZIRIM IGWILO. 
My date of  birth is on the 

15/4/2003, not 
24/4/2002. All documents 
bearing my former name 
and my former date of  

birth remain valid. Banks 
and the general public 

should please take note.

Signed:
MARY-JANE 

CHIMEZIRIM IGWILO

Change of Name
and Date of Birth
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B
oarding school is 
supposed to serve as 
solution for troubled 

teens because it provides 
education and therapy for 
teenagers struggling with 
negative behavior or rebellion. 

Students live in the school 
for an extended period of 
time while participating 
in academic, therapeutic 
and recreational activities, 
especially that it ensures 
concentration of study.

The other side of the coin 
is that the collective living 
environment of boarding 
schools is  likely to resulting 
in students being more 
affected by the bad habits and 
behaviors of other students, 
and even makes them more 
susceptible to suffering from 
bullying, both of which would 
have a long-term negative 
impact on students’ physical 
and mental stay.

Recently, a 12-year old boy 
named Sylvester Oromoni, Jnr  
student of Dowen College, 
Lagos State was allegedly 
beaten to death by his fellow 
students for refusing to join 
cult. This is horrible!

We saw on the social 
media, female students of a 
government boarding school 
fighting dirty, this could also 
result to another death save 
the intervention of some 
students, not even the dorm 
teacher.

Where are the guidance, 
matrons and patrons of these 
boarding schools. There’s 
supposed to be a dorm master 
who is a teacher, in charge of 
and supervises a residential 
house of boarding school 
students. He or she in many 
ways becomes a surrogate 

parent providing stability and 
guidance for the mercurial 
adolescents in his care. 
Where are the head of school 
and boarding masters and 
mistresses.

The government needs to 
begin to make implementable 
laws to checkmate the 
activities of the boarding 
schools.

The Dowen boys who were 
said to be cultists must have 
been initiated by a teacher, so 
that the vulnerable boys are 
sent out to bullying others 
who are not.

Unfortunately, the bad 
economy where the father and 
mother of the house go to work 
to make ends meets has also 
necessitated the patronage of 
boarding schools, otherwise, 
why cannot the parents 
allow their children to go to 
school from home. Could it 
be laziness on the part of the 
mothers or caregivers that 
boarding schools are in the 
increase with their attendant 
negative consequences. 

Today, the boarding schools 
have become center for all 
sorts of crime by young boys 
who are supposed to be there 
studying.

The leadership of the 
boarding schools are only 
interested in collecting huge 
sum of money and then they 
leave the students at the mercy 
of their fellow students, 
especially those who are evil.

It is about time the state 
and federal governments put 
measures in place to checkmate 
who the operators of the 
boarding schools are so that 
they do not become breeding 
ground for criminality and 
violence.

Checkmating 
criminality in 
boarding schools

Our TeamOur Team



Opinion 

T
he advent of  Engr Dr 
Michael Arimanwa, 
three years ago as 8th 

substantive Rector of  the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede, 
has become a basic study in 
legendary accomplishments. 
Coming with specific goals 
and prodigious targets, the 
Rector has not left anyone in 
doubt of  his noble mission. 

Having traversed the 
crucible of  leadership in 
various units and schools of  
the polytechnic, Dr Arimanwa 
came like an administrator 
who had already tested and 
mastered the ground. In the 
preceding administration, 
it will be recalled that the 
gentleman scholar cum cleric 
played a significant role in 
the modest development of  
the polytechnic at the time. 
Thus, he came to the job with 
a superior knowledge-base 
to radically transform the 
infrastructural trajectory of  
the institution.

The single-minded 
attention paid to infrastructural 
development in the polytechnic 
may not have come as a 
huge surprise. The essential 
Arimanwa had always been 
known as having a knack for 
purposeful development. Also, 
in his developmental strategy 
manifest in the momentous 
14 goals and 72 targets, 
the cerebral administrator 
expressed a historic 
commitment to an enduring 
infrastructural revolution 
in the polytechnic. When 
he reeled out this manual 
on his day of  inauguration, 
the hall had erupted in 
massive ovations because 
the polytechnic community 
believed in the sincerity of  his 
vision. Here was a man who 
had an impressive record of  
excellence in all the positions 
he held prior to his rectorship. 
Here was a man who had 
saved tens of  millions for the 
polytechnic in the past.

Here was a man who had 
repeatedly consulted for the 
Physical Planning Unit of  the 
polytechnic due to his rare 
intellectual capacity. Here was 
a man who had meticulously 
supervised the internal roads 
in the polytechnic with an 
admirable precision. Thus, he 
came as the mythical square 
peg in a square hole. Three 
years down the line, it has been 
a harvest of  infrastructure 
at the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede. 

Infrastructural revolution in 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
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It bears saying that 
the pace of  infrastructural 
revolution in the polytechnic 
is methodological. Every 
aspect of  the institution has 
been carried along. This has 
thus constituted a defining 
moment and a break from 
the past when development 
was measured according to 
the number of  blocks erected. 
For, while not neglecting block 
infrastructure, Dr Arimanwa 
has also made humanity in the 
polytechnic the centerpiece 
of  development. I think this 
is the core of  any type of 
infrastructural development.  

The story of  infrastructural 
development in Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede under 
Engr Dr Michael Arimanwa 
cannot be told without due 
reference to the access roads 
leading to the institution. 
Before the legendary scholar 
and administrator happened on 
the scene, there were no good 
motorways to the polytechnic. 
This had led to an astronomical 
increase in transportation fares 
which further heightened the 
cost of  living for both staff 
and students. The situation 
no doubt demeaned the 
status of  the polytechnic. But 
upon inauguration as Rector 
some three years ago, Dr 
Arimanwa had actuated one 
of  his goals predicated on 
building sustainable synergy 
with relevant government 
agencies and organizations 
for development. Accordingly, 

he built powerful rapport and 
synergy with the Imo State 
government which today has 
graciously constructed and 
commissioned the first phase 
of  the Naze/Poly/Ihiagwa 
road, thus, breaking the yoke 
of  inaccessibility. Similarly, 
Dr Arimanwa bonded with 
the Federal Government 
which built the access road 
linking the polytechnic from 
Maternity Junction. Recently, 
too, the Ecological Office 
of  the Presidency came to 
commission another major 
access road within the 
polytechnic. Suffice it to state 
that the Arimanwa era has 
opened up the polytechnic for 
business with the wider world.

There is virtually no school 
that has not adequately felt 
the Arimanwa Midas touch 
in the area of  infrastructure. 
In the School of  Business and 
Management Technology, the 
administration has completed 
and equipped a magnificent 
edifice (Complex D) for them. 
This is to enable students 
learn under very conducive 
atmosphere befitting of  21st 
century students. Similarly, the 
Arimanwa administration has 
completed and equipped an 
ultra modern office block for 
the School of  Environmental 
Design and Technology. This 
has further given the staff  of  
the school the much needed 
physical and psychological 
ambiance to work.

The administration has 

also paid an impressive 
attention to infrastructure in 
Agriculture and Agricultural 
Technology. This may not 
be unconnected to the global 
paradigm shift to agriculture 
and agro-business in the 
face of  declining economic 
options. For instance, the 
administration has constructed 
a brand new School of  
Agriculture and Agricultural 
Technology complex. This 
high-impact edifice currently 
houses the departments of  
Agricultural Technology and 
Fisheries Technology. The 
administration has already 
signed a memorandum of  
understanding with a Togolese 
commercial agriculture firm, 
Lofty Farms, to establish 
a modern fishery in the 
polytechnic which would give 
staff  and students practical 
expertise in commercially 
producing the tilapia fish 
which is the most-sought-after 
specie in the market. When 
this project is realized, the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
would be a major player in 
fish production and fishery 
technology.

Having graduated from the 
School of  Engineering of  the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede and 
becoming at one time its Dean, 
Engr Dr Michael Chidiebere 
Arimanwa undoubtedly 
knows where gaps exist in 
infrastructural development. 
Today, the administration 
has built a new School of  
Engineering Technology office 
block to better the physical 
working condition of  the 
staff. He has also constructed 
and equipped the School 
of  Engineering Technology 
classroom complex. This is 
with the view of  bequeathing 
the students modern facilities 
in which to learn appositely. 
The new structure would also 
take care of  possible upsurge in 
student enrollment. 

It is heartwarming that 
the Arimanwa administration 
has taken the issue of  
equipping laboratories across 
the institution very seriously. 
Notably, the equipment which 
come in different ranges and 
shapes are quite expensive but 
necessary. Thus, the era of  
poorly equipped laboratories is 
well over in the polytechnic. It 
bears saying that some of  these 
equipment are costlier than 
the structures housing them; 
and they are remarkably of  
high quality. From inception, 
Engr Dr Michael Arimanwa 
has always harped on making 
the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede a model 21st century 

institution of  higher learning 
that can compete with its 
peers anywhere in the world. 
Thus, the equipping of  the 
laboratories is geared towards 
de-emphasizing theoretical 
knowledge in favour of  the 
practical aspect which is at the 
core of  science and technology.

 It is indeed commendable 
that the Arimanwa 
administration in Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede has not 
toed the cheap path of  erecting 
beautiful structures without 
adequately equipping them. 
The implication of  this rare 
gesture is that the Rector is at 
the vanguard of  a most sincere 
and purposeful leadership. The 
retooling of  the Engineering 
workshops has been taken very 
seriously by the administration. 
Similarly, the campus radio 
station of  the Department of  
Mass Communication has been 
revamped and the students now 
do their practical in the studio 
seamlessly. The result is that 
mass communicators from the 
polytechnic are adequately 
equipped for the challenge in 
the wider world.

The School of  General 
Studies has also felt the full 
impact of  the Arimanwa 
infrastructural revolution. 
This school was formally 
named Humanities and Social 
Sciences; but in line with the 
strategic reforms by the Rector, 
the school was rightly renamed 
General Studies. Already, the 
administration has built and 
equipped a massive classroom 
complex to accommodate the 
students. It has also furnished 
the office block for staff  of  the 
school. This is in line with one 
of  the 72 targets of  the Rector 
aimed at seeing to the wellbeing 
of  staff  and students.

The provision of  adequate 
learning infrastructure 
is one target which the 
Arimanwa administration has 
meticulously achieved. This 
target is remarkably in tandem 
with the imperatives of  21st 
century education. And there 
is no doubt whatsoever that the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
is a 21st century institution of  
higher learning that is on the 
pedestal of  educational glory 
and sophistication. As rightly 
observed by Prof  Obianuju 
Oku in a recent function at 
the institution, the massive 
infrastructural revolution 
engineered by Engr Dr Michael 
Arimanwa has made the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede ripe for a 
university. The good professor 
may not be a clairvoyant, 
but only time will justify this 
sincere prognosis. God bless the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede.

By Ugochukwu Iwuji

Arimanwa 
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Work, Energy and Power
Energy:

This can be defined as the ability to do 

work or the capacity to do work.

Today, different forms of  energy are 

being recognized, namely;

1. Heat Energy: A steam engine 

uses heat energy to do work. 

Sources include; the sun, fuel 

such as coal, oil, gas and wood. 

The chemical energy stored in 

these fuels is converted into 

heat energy.

2. Electrical energy: An electric 

motor uses electric energy to 

drive or power an electric train.

3. Light energy: Photo-electric 

arrangement is used to closed 

doors especially garages. In 

photography also, light energy 

causes a chemical change to 

take place on a film.

4. Sound energy: This causes a 

microphone or diaphragm or 

thin plate to vibrate.

5. Chemical energy: Source of  

energy in our food which 

makes us grow and also 

provides us with muscular 

energy to move objects.

6. Mechanical energy: Here, we 

have two types; kinetic energy 

(Ke) and potential energy (Pe).

Principle of conservation of energy

Principle of  conservation of  energy 

states that the total energy of  an 

isolated system remains constant; it is 

said to be conserved over time. This law, 

first proposed and tested by Émilie du 

Châtelet, means that energy can neither 

be created nor destroyed; rather, it can 

only be transformed or transferred from 

one form to another. For instance, 

chemical energy is converted to kinetic 

energy when a stick of  dynamite 

explodes. If  one adds up all forms of  

energy that were released in the 

explosion, such as the kinetic energy 

and potential energy of  the pieces, as 

well as heat and sound, one will get the 

exact decrease of  chemical energy in 

the combustion of  the dynamite. 

Classically, conservation of  energy was 

distinct from conservation of  mass; 

however, special relativity showed that 

mass is related to energy and vice versa 
2by E = mc , and science now takes the 

view that mass-energy as a whole is 

conserved. Theoretically, this implies 

that any object with mass can itself  be 

converted to pure energy, and vice 

versa, though this is believed to be 

possible only under the most extreme of  

physical conditions, such as likely 

existed in the universe very shortly after 

the Big Bang or when black holes emit 

Hawking radiation.

Kinetic energy

The kinetic energy of  an object is the 
energy that it possesses due to its motion. 
It is defined as the work needed to 
accelerate a body of  a given mass from 
rest to its stated velocity. Having gained 
this energy during its acceleration, the 
body maintains this kinetic energy 
unless its speed changes. The same 
amount of  work is done by the body 
when decelerating from its current speed 
to a state of  rest. 

In  mechanics, the kinetic energy of  a 
non-rotating object of  mass m traveling 

2
at a speed v is 1/2(mv ). In relativistic 
mechanics, this is a good approximation 
only when v is much less than the speed 
of  light. 

The standard unit of  kinetic energy is the 
joule, while the English unit of  kinetic 
energy is the foot-pound. 

The formula for kinetic energy of  an 
2

object is 1/2 m v
Where m= mass, v= velocity.

Potential energy

Potential energy is the energy held by an 

object because of  its position relative to 
other objects, stresses within itself, its 
electric charge, or other factors. 

Common types of  potential energy 
include the gravitational potential 
energy of  an object that depends on its 
mass and its distance from the center of  
mass of  another object, the elastic 
potential energy of  an extended spring, 
and the electric potential energy of  an 
electric charge in an electric field. The 
unit for energy in the International 
System of  Units (SI) is the joule, which 
has the symbol J. 

The term potential energy was introduced 
by the 19th-century Scottish engineer 
and physic is t  Wil l iam Rankine, 
a l though  i t  has  l inks  to  Greek 
philosopher Aristotle's concept of  
potential i ty.  Potential  energy is 
associated with forces that act on a body 
in a way that the total work done by these 
forces on the body depends only on the 
initial and final positions of  the body in 
space. These forces, that are called 
conservative forces, can be represented at 
every point in space by vectors expressed 
as gradients of  a certain scalar function 
called potential. 

The formula for kinetic energy of  an 

object is mgh.

Where m = mass, g= acceleration due to 

gravity, h= height.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

he Vice-Chancellor Tof  Alex Ekwueme 
Federal University 

Ndufu Alike,  Ebonyi 
State, Prof. Sunday Oge 
Elom said intake of  hard 
d r u g s  e s p e c i a l l y 
Mkpurimmiri is forbidden 
i n  t h e  v a r s i t y  a n d 
threatened to expulse any 
student found callable.

He equally vowed that 
any staff  of  the University 
found culpable of  such 
acts would be sacked by 
the management.

Prof. Elom disclosed 
t h i s  w h i l e  b r i e f i n g 
journalists in Abakaliki, 
ahead of  the forthcoming 
6th convocation ceremony 
of  the University, slated to 
hold next week Tuesday.

He expressed worry 
over the rising insecurity in 
the nation and said his 
administration in the 
varsity has sacrificed much 
to protect the lives of  
students from hoodlum 

attacks.
The Vice-Chancellor, 

h o w e v e r ,  s a i d  h e 
constituted a security 
committee to protect 
adequately the lives of  
s tudents,  a s  we l l  a s, 
prevent hoodlums from 
destroying facilities of  the 
University.

He  sa id  tha t  900 
g r a d u a n d s  w i l l  b e 
convocating from the 
institution.

“ O n  t h i s  6 t h 
convocation ceremony, we 
will be turning out 900 
graduands in 10 faculties 
with the following degree 
classifications; First Class 
= 20, Second Class Upper 
= 306,  Second Class 
Lower =494, Third Class 
79 and Pass = 1” he stated.

Prof. Elom revealed 
that the emeritus Prof. 
Onyechi  Obidoa wil l 
deliver the convocation 
lecture while the former 
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  o f  

Renaissance University, 
Ugbawka, Enugu State, 
P r o f .  C h a r l e s  C h i k e 
O n o c h i e  w i l l  b e  t h e 

c h i e v e r s 

AUniversity, Owo, 
Ondo State, has 

revealed that a total of  27 
students of  the institution 
graduated with first class 
honours in the 2020/2021 
Academic Session. 

The Vice-Chancellor 
of  the university, Prof. 
Samuel Aje, disclosed this 
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  w i t h 
j o u r n a l i s t s  o n  t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g  1 1 t h 
convocation ceremony of  
the institution. 

Aje also stated that a 
total of  434 students would 
be awarded first degrees in 
the convocation ceremony. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h i s 
convocation marks the 
graduation of  434 students 
in various disciplines in the 
col lege of  social  and 
management sciences, the 
college of  engineering 
technology and the college 
of  natural and applied 
sciences of  this university.

“Out of  the number, a 
total of  27 students made 
first class.” 

The don also revealed 
that the institution had 
begun to offer scholarships 
to the students in 10 
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e 
institution, saying over 200 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  a l r e a dy 

enjoying the scholarship.
“In the 2020/2021 

academic session, we 
embarked on the journey 
o f  o f f e r i n g 
scholarships/free tuition 
to all students of  our 
h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d 
programmes,  namely, 
Accounting,  Business 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Economics,  Po l i t i ca l 
S c i e n c e ,  P u b l i c 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Sociology, Plant Science, 
B i o t e c h  I n d u s t r i a l 
Chemistry, and Geology. 

“Indeed, 280 students 
were given admission and 
a r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e 

scholarship/tuition-free 
a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h i s 
arrangement provides an 
opportunity to students 
w h o ,  u n d e r  n o r m a l 
circumstances, would not 
have had access to a choice 
university of  this nature, 
the Achievers University 
boss stated. 

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
convocation ceremony 
activities, a former Vice 
President, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar would deliver 
the convocation lecture, 
which is titled, 'Diversity, 
education and autonomy'. 

chairman.
He stated further that: 

“We have already hit the 
ground running to take the 

univers i ty  to  g rea ter 
heights. Thus, in the last 10 
m o n t h s  o f  m y 
administration, we have 
been able to constitute a 
university-wide security 
committee comprising 

s t a f f ,  s t u d e n t s,  h o s t 
c o m m u n i t y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d 
members  o f  secur i ty 
agencies” he added.

Repeated due to popular demand by our endearing leaders

Mkpuri mmiri is forbidden in our varsity, anyone found
culpable risks sack – Prof. Elom

27 students finish with first class from
Achievers University
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Issues

eace will continue to Pelude Nigeria if  the 
fraud in the 1999 

Constitution is not expunged 
forthwith. The Nigerian 1999 
constitution has created a 
failed state and is at the point 
of  no return according to the 
Council on Foreign Relations 
and the Harvard Kennedy 
School in the United States.

L o n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  
devastating assessment, I 
have written many articles 
warning about the potential 
c r i s e s  o f  e n o r m o u s  
proportions should the 
government ignore the signs 
and the call for restructuring 
through regional autonomy. I 
also stressed the urgent need 
to rewrite the constitution 
with the intent of  addressing 
the fundamental issues 
regarding restructuring and 
the overbearing power and 
influence of  the Federal 
government.

The constitution with its 
e x c l u s i v e  l i s t  i s  
c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o  
development, growth and the 
ability of  regions, states and 
local governments to function 
effectively. This is designed to 
slow down growth and 
development in order to 
create perpetual dependency 
on the Federal Government; 
begging for crumbs and 
scraps, thereby, making it 
impossible for states or local 
governments to do what they 
can do for themselves.

Nigeria is now classified 

as a failed state unable to 
protect its citizens from 
internal conflict, violence 
Fulani jihadist incursion, 
Boko Haram insurgence and 
various groups demanding 
self-determination and its fast 
on the precipice of  a total 
collapse.

The Nigerian 1999 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  mu s t  b e  
abolished and rewritten in 
l i n e  w i t h  t h e  1 9 6 3  
Constitution which was 
suspended by the military 
coup of  1966. The current 
constitution was imposed by 
the mil i tar y t ransi t ion 
government with the intent to 
c r e a t e  a  m a s t e r - s l ave  
relationship between the 
centre and other branches of  
the government.

The constitution starts 
with a preamble – we the 
people – this is fraud and 
false. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. stated that truth crushed to 
earth shall rise again. Until 
we fix the constitution from 
which our laws are derived, 
there can be no justice. Hence 
the freedom of  the citizens to 
exercise their inalienable 
right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of  happiness will be 
nonexistent and impossible.

If  Nigeria is to avoid 
disintegration, there is a need 
to heed the demand of  the 
South and Middle Belt 
Peoples Sovereign Movement 
that there should be no 
election in 2023 until the 
constitution is abolished and 

rewritten by the people using 
as a reference the 1963 
constitution.

Indeed, there can never 
be peace without a just 
constitution. Likewise, there 
can never be peace without 
justice. The law of  the land is 
governed by the constitution 
and when the constitution is 
flawed the laws will be flawed 
because the laws are derived 
f rom the  const i tut ion.  
Therefore, by implication, the 
unjust laws become the laws 
of  the land.

The youth were fed up 
with the status quo and 
decided to do something 
about it by demanding 
change, which is their 
fundamental right in a 
civilised society. However, to 
the world's surprise, the 
government unleashed terror 
of  an imaginable dimension 
on peaceful  protes ters  
holding Nigerian flags and 
singing the national anthem. 
A civilised government 
would enter into a dialogue 
with the youth to find a 
common ground and proffer 
solutions through negotiation 
and sincere means. However, 
the world witnessed the 
horror of  our lives displayed 
on various platforms across 
the world. Young children 
were massacred in cold blood 
using live ammunition at 
c l o s e  r a n g e  b y  t h e  
government who ought to 
protect them.

T h e r e  m u s t  b e  

consequences for the barbaric 
ac t  commit ted  agains t  
humanity and confirmed by 
the panel set up to investigate 
what happened on October 
20, 2020 at the Lekki Tollgate.

Dr. King believes that 
non-violent strategies are 
means to advocate for issues 
by using the principles of  
n o n v i o l e n c e .  We  a r e  
committed more than ever to 
continue to train youths with 
the strategies of  nonviolent 
principles as a way of  life. It is 
not without risk, however, 
nonviolent strategies are only 
for  the courageous.  I t  
assumes that the arc of  the 
universe bends towards 
justice and that the higher 
power is always at play. With 
faith all things are possible. 
The Soviet Union crumbled 
without a shot, the Berlin wall 
came down without a shot, 
apartheid in South Africa was 
brought down by the power 
and will of  persuasion and 
struggle of  ideas through 
Mandela and the African 
National Congress.

The #EndSARS taught 
us a lesson that when people 
come together in unison and 
are committed to that which 
is just and they are willing to 
sacrifice for it, there is no 
turning back but victory. The 
#EndSARS will regroup, 
reorganise, identify potential 
saboteurs (government-
sponsored), remove their 
influence, engage industries, 
c o m p a n i e s ,  c i v i c  

organisations, churches, 
mosques, people of  a good 
conscience, artists, students, 
all and sundry to join in the 
struggle for freedom, good 
government, and justice 
across ethnic and religious 
differences.

Meanwhile, Nigerians in 
Diaspora must be ready and 
w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
#EndSARS in the struggle to 
demand good governance, 
freedom and justice.

We must continue to 
demand the following: Total 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a n d  
implementation of  the Lagos 
State Judicial Panel of  
Inquiry on Restitution for 
Victims of  SARS related 
Abuses and Other matters 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  
imposition of  a visa ban on 
top officials of  the Nigerian 
government and their family 
members, freezing of  the 
assets of  the top officials of  
the Nigerian government, 
funding of  NGOs and 
activists who are committed 
to free speech and non-
violence in Nigeria, granting 
asylum to activists who are 
being victimized by the 
N i ge r i a n  g ove r n m e n t ,  
monitoring current and 
future sales of  weapons to 
Nigeria (there should be a 
stoppage of  further sales 
temporarily) and charging the 
government of  Nigeria with 
human rights violations and 
crimes against humanity.

Abolish 1999 constitution, implement
EndSARS reports for peace to reign
By Prof Babs Onabanjo

BuhariBuhariBuhari
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Nwoye, Ohanaeze boss, others 
bag chieftaincy title in Enugu

F
ormer Chairman of  All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) Enugu State 

chapter, Dr.  Ben Nwoye at the 
weekend  received a chieftaincy 
title from the traditional ruler 
of   Ibagwa Nike Kingdom, His 
Royal Majesty,  Igwe Emma 
Ugwu. 

The event which was held at 
the monarch’s palace in Ibagwa-
Nike in Enugu East Local 
Government Area of  Enugu 
State, was graced by the state 
governor, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
and dignitaries from various 
parts of  the globe, including a 
clergy man from Ghana.

Nwoye’s latest title of  
“Etoodike” 1 of  Ibagwa Nike, 
meaning when  you praise a 
man, he will do more, brought to 
five such traditional recognitions 
that have been bestowed on him 
in the last two year.

The Ex- APC boss, was 
honoured alongside  six other  
personalities, including t he 
incumbent president of  Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists (NUJ), 
Chief  Christopher Isiguzo, 
who was conferred with the 
title of  ‘EzeChidere’, meaning, 
King ordained by God, and the 
president of  Enugu state Chapter 
of  Igbo apex body, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Professor Fred Eze.

Speaking at the event, Igwe 
Ugwu, who explained that the 
exercise was part of  activities 
marking his 25 years anniversary 
as the community’s ruler.

His words: “Today, we are 
conferring chieftaincy titles on 
notable icons of  Nigeria, who 
have distinguished themselves in 
their various fields of  endeavour. 

“The recipients were 
chosen for the honour based 

on their antecedents in their 
respective fields of  endeavor and 
commitment to the growth and 
development of  the nation.

The monarch,  emphasized 
that Dr. Nwoye’s antecedents, 
leadership qualities and 
doggedness spurred the 
Kingdom to bestow on him 
the Etoo_Dike na nke omere o 
mekwa ozo title.

 Nwoye , is a serving federal 

commissioner and crown Prince 
from Amurri ancient kingdom 
in Nkanu West Council Area of  
Enugu state.

The APC Stalwart,  whose 
joy knew no bounds, had 
expressed appreciation to 
the Eze Okwe Kingdom and 
pledged to continue living above 
board in whatever he does in 
life, especially dealings with 
fellow humans.

Abia Deputy Governor honoured by Ohafia royal fathers
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

O
hafia Local Government 
Traditional Rulers’ 
Council has organised a 

grand reception for their son and 
Deputy Governor of  Abia State, 
Sir Udo Oko Chukwu.

The event was held at 
K.K. Pavilion at Ohafia LGA 
headquarters, Ebem Ohafia 
and attracted the presence of  
Senator Theodore Orji, his 
son, Hon. Chinedum Orji, 
Speaker of  Abia State House of  
Assembly, members of  National 
and State Assembly as well as 
key appointees of  Abia State 
government.

Giving their reasons for the 
honour, the Chairman of  Ohafia 
traditional rulers’ council, HRH 
Eze Igwe Ojike and the executive 
Chairman of  Ohafia LGA, 
Dr. Okoroafor Ukiwe said all 
natives of  Ohafia were united 
in appreciation to the deputy 
governor for his distinguished 
and humble styles in the 
discharge of  his duties.

The deputy governor was 
conferred with a chieftaincy 
title of  Udejimba of  Ohafia by 
the Ohafia  traditional rulers, 
which according to them, was 
in recognition of  his efficient 
service to the State as well as 
his worthy representation in 
governance.

In his remarks during the 
grand reception, the Deputy 
Governor, Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu  appreciated the Ohafia 

Traditional Rulers Council 
and entire Abia North zone for 
believing  in him, promising to 
remain a shining light of  the 
Abia North.

The deputy governor recalled 
his days at the Abia State House 
of  Assembly as Speaker  during 
the time of  Senator Theodore 
Orji as well as his duties as the 
deputy to  Governor Okezie 
lkpeazu, which he believed, had 
provided him with the convenient 
ground to develop.

He used the forum to 
dedicate the chieftaincy title of  
Udejimba of  Ohafia conferred 

on him to his boss and Governor, 
Dr. Okezie lkpeazu and 
promised to continue to make his 
people proud by attracting more 
democracy dividends in addition 
to complimenting his efforts 
at changing the developmental 
narratives across the State.

In their remarks, the 
member representing Abia 
Central Senatorial District, 
Chief  T A Orji, the member 
representing Isiala Ngwa North 
and South Fed Constituency 
Chief  Darlington Nwokeocha, 
the Speaker Abia State House 

Why we want 
ecumenism 
- Sabbatarians

T
he Sabbath Association of  Nigeria (SAN) 
during its 2021 National Conference, 
held at Nri Unity Hall, Anaocha Local 

Government Area of  Anambra State, resolved 
to be ecumenical church like the Orthodox 
churches to enable the body be a formidable 
force that is united and speaks with one voice 

In his address at the occasion which attracted 
high profile, National Working Committees, 
stakeholders and other members of  the Sabbath 
from far and wide, the National Coordinating 
President, Bishop Dr. Reuben B C Nwankwo, 
said the aim of  the conference was to enhance 
issues of  ecumenism, unification of  Nigerian 
Sabbath churches, dialogue and social cohesion.

Bishop Nwankwo lamented problems 
associated with ecumenism adding, “within 
the ecumenical circle internal colonization by 
mainland churches over others have shown 
defiant domination of  most top leadership 
positions in government, legislature, judiciary, 
paramilitary and agencies of  education and 
commerce”

“The problems of  Nigeria and its dilemma 
on Sabbath are complex, chronic, challenging 
and as diverse as they are numerous”

In his lecture at the conference themed, 
‘Ecumenism and Sabbatharian in Nigeria, issues 
of  dialogue and social pride’, a resource person, 
Rev J. C. Oguaji, started that, “while admitting 
that ecumenism in the Sabbath churches would 
promote and enhance unity and place us on a 
pedestal to taking our rightful place in Nigeria’s 
religious community, there must be avoidance of  
negative traits that often lead to antagonism”

“It must avoid arrogance, fanaticism, 
discrimination, among others and emphasize 
the idea of  God, one people, one culture and 
religion”

“This means regardless of  suspicion, 
skepticism and prejudice on the churches. 
Each group should jettison her personal biases, 
selfishness and pride and focus more on ways of  
having a common understanding of  the meaning 
of  ecumenism and Sabbatarians”

Also contributing, the Southeast coordinator 
of  the conference, Rev. I Prince John Ukwu 
Obi, said that “it is because of  having a United 
front that we want to speak with one voice 
in the Nigerian Sabbath churches by way of  
ecumenism, that is the idea of  having the 
conference”.

“So that when we form this ecumenism we 
will compete and be recognized in the scheme of  
things instead of  speaking from different people 
in the name of  Sabbath churches”

“Sabbath was the first church in the days 
of  Christ and as such we have to take our right 
of  place and speak as a unified church like the 
Orthodox catholic, Anglican and Pentecostals.

We wear a white garment and that means we 
are involved in cleanliness but those who don’t 
believe in our way of  practice accuse us of being 
devilish”

In their various remarks, Rev. Amb Moses 
Okoye, Chairman Souvenir committee and Very 
Rev. Ifeanyi Okoli, stressed the need for a united 
Sabbath church devoid of  rancour.

They admitted that with ecumenism the 
Sabbath will be better than it is now and urged 
members to see it as a welcome development.

According to Rev. Okoye, founder of  Our 
Lord’s  Victory covenant  Mission, Worldwide, 
“I saw what was happening at the preparation 
stage, devil wanted  to set the  confab back 
financially and I had  to  go  and  brought money.”

“It looked as if  the devil had resolved to 
frustrate us but I brought money to see that all went 
well so that the name of  the Lord will be glorified”

He disclosed further that he has always 
been magnanimous hoping that God will always 
replenish what he spent for the good of  humanity. 
“Whenever I spend God knows how to pay me 
back through another way. I like making things 
easy for people “Okoye further disclosed. 

From Chuma Austin, Enugu

of  Assembly, Chief  Chinedum 
Orji and the State Chairman 
of  PDP, Chief  Alwell Asiforo 
Okere who described the 
event as a celebration of  
loyalty to a system and course 
acknowledged by all having 
distinguished himself  as a 
reliable politician, lauded the 
deputy governor for providing 
the political ambience to nurture 
future youths and appreciated 
the traditional rulers for the 
honour done to their son who 
can never betray the confidence 
reposed in him.

Dr Ben Nwoye, Igwe Emma Ugwu, Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi and Lolo Ugwu at the event

Abia Deputy Governor during the reception
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he attorney to the Thost communities of  
Federal University 

of  Technology, Owerri, 
Chief  Sam Anokam, has 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  
negotiations and adequate 
payment of  appropriate 
compensation as the most 
reasonable approach to 
solving FUTO versus Host 
Community Land crisis.

He dropped this hint 
during a chat with News 
Echo in his Owerri office 
recently.

Anokam who said, he 
has followed the said land 
matter from the beginning, 
in the early 80s, when the 
then governor of  Imo State, 
C h i e f  S a m  M b a k w e  
attracted the University 

ragedy struck on TTuesday as a red 
( H ow o  T i p p e r ) 

w i t h  n o  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
number and a ash Toyota 
Corolla with registration 
number: HTE 365 CU 
crashed leaving 2 male 
adults instantly dead.

News Echo reports 
that the fatal accident took 
place along the Onitsha-
Awka expressway at about 
0700hrs with four male 
adults involved in the 
crash.

Confirming the report, 
A g ,  S e c t o r  P u b l i c 
Education Officer for 
S e c t o r  C o m m a n d e r 
Anambra State FRSC, 

DRC Margaret B Onabe, 
said "A fatal Road traffic 
c r a s h  o c c u r r e d  a t 
Ogbunike hill by slaughter, 
by Onitsha-Awka express 
way today 7th December, 
2021 at about 0700hrs".

" T h e  c r a s h  w a s 
between two vehicles. An 
unidentified driver of  a red 
(Howo Tipper) with no 
registration number. And 
unidentified driver a ash 
Toyo t a  C o r o l l a  w i t h 
registration number: HTE 
365 CU".

He further stated that 
the "probable cause of  the 
fatal crash was attributed to 
road obstruction (OBS) 
and excessive speed". 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
eyewitness report, the 

tipper developed fault on 
the road and the Toyota 
Corolla rammed into the 
Tipper from the rear and 
crashed.

As at the time of  filling 
th i s  re por t ,  the  dead 
victims were taken by their 
families. However, the 
FRSC rescue team was on 
ground controlling traffic. 

T h e  S e c t o r 
Commander Anambra 
State Corps Commander 
A d e o y e  I r e l e w u y i  
commiserates with the 
families of  the dead victims 
while urging drivers to 
maintain safe speed limits 
and also ensure their 
ve h i c l e s  a r e  i n  g o o d 
condition before hitting the 
road.

N186,635,135,770 billion 
for 2022 fiscal year to 
Enugu State House of  
A s s e m b l y  f o r 
consideration.

 The budget tagged; 
“Sustained growth and 
consolidation” is 9.9% 
higher than the 2021 
budget.

T h e  r e c u r r e n t 
expenditure according to 
the budget  wil l  take 
N 7 1 . 4 4 7 b n  w h i c h 
represents 38.00 percent 
while the capital budget 
gets a N115.158bn which 
represents 62 percent of  
the 2022 budget.

Ugwuanyi said that 
the 2021 budget achieved 
most of  its set out agenda 
despite the economic 
hardship occasioned by 
the Covid-19.

According to him, the 
landmark projects in the 
2022 budget included the 
completion of  all ongoing 
p r o j e c t s  v i z - a - v i z 
construction of  flyover at 
T-junction by Nike lake 
resort centre, Nike Road, 
Abakpa Nike, purchase 
of  10 tractors, provision 

overnor Ifeanyi 

GUgwuanyi  o f  
Enugu State on 

Tuesday presented a 
b u d g e t  o f  

of  agricultural inputs, 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
abattoirs, purchase of  
waste disposal compactor 
trucks and dump sites.

While thanking the 
House for their robust 
support, the governor 
thanked them for the 
speedy passage of  the 
2021 budget and urged 
t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e 
s u p p o r t i n g  h i s 
administration like they 
have always done.

The Speaker of  the 
House, Rt. Hon. Edward 
U b o s i ,  a s s u r e d  t h e 
Governor that the budget 
will be passed in a record 
time and called on MDAs 
to get ready for their 
budget defense from next 
week.

Ubosi thanked the 
g o v e r n o r  f o r  h i s 
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t , 
assuring him that they 
would not take it for 
granted, stressing that 
they would work hard to 
ensure that the budget is 
ready by the beginning of  
next year.

from the President Shehu 
S h a g a r i ,  l e d  f e d e r a l  
government of  Nigeria and 
t h e r e f o r e  r e l e n t  t h e  
legitimate fight to bring 
justice to his people whose 
lands including ancestral 
settlement were acquired 
without compensation, 
l e a v i n g  t h e  h o s t -
communi t i e s  w i thou t  
ancestral settlement areas.

The renowned Estate 
Management Consultant, 
said out of  massive hectares 
of  land acquired by the State 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  
development of  FUTO, 
only 10% of  the total 
a c q u i s i t i o n  c o ve r i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 3 0 0  
hectares tagged 'Action 

Area' had its compensation 
paid in 2 installments by 
F U T O  t o  t h e  h o s t  
communities insisting that 
the remaining over 3000 
hectares of  the acquisition 
(90%) are yet to have its 
compensation paid and as 
such the institution has no 
legal and moral right to 
develop the said areas

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
government by law can 
acquire peoples lands for 
overriding public interest 
which FUTO is but it is 
fundamental  that  the  
government compensates 
them because while Land 
Use Act, Section 1, vests all 
land in a state in the 
governor of  that state to 
hold it on trust for the 

benefit of  the public; 
Section 34 of  the Land Use 
Act, as it were, recognizes 
the title of  persons who 
were on the land before 
1978 when the Act came 
into being. If  the Land was 
developed by such persons, 
they are deemed holders of  
s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t s  o f  
occupancies issued by the 
Governor by virtue of  
Section 34(2) and (3) of  the 
Act. The right comes into 
existence automatically by 
the operation of  law.''

The communities, Avu, 
O b i n z e ,  U m u a n u n u ,  
Ihiagwa ancient kingdom, 
Dindi Ihiagwa, Eziobodo, 
Ezeoke le,  Emeabiam,  
O b i b i e z e n a ,  U mu o n a  
Nekede and Okolochi.  
Anokam insisted,  the 
institution had no need for 
such large expanse of  land, 
maintaining that in the last 
38 years, only insignificant 
portion was used, others 
lying fallow, while the 
communities were left 
without land to build.

Anokam recalled that 
the resolution by the 
Mini s te r ia l  Technica l  
Committee on FUTO and 
Host Community Land 
Matters, inaugurated by the 
then Minister for State, 

Federal Ministry of  Works 
and Housing and later, 
Ministry of  Education, 
which sat for about one year 
submitted its report towards 
the 2018, to resolve the 
F U TO  l a n d  r i f t  h a d  
membership consisting of  
representatives drawn from 
of  the host communities, 
Federal  University of  
Owerri (FUTO) and various 
Federal Ministries. The 
committee among others 
recommended that the 1200 
hectares of  the acquired 
FUTO land be returned to 
the host communities.

According to Anokam, 
FUTO, then backed out of  
the implementation and 

refused to sign the execution 
of  the Memorandum Of 
Understanding (MOU) so 
reached  by  t r ipar t i t e  
Committee. He maintained 
that the host communities 
are strongly committed to 
the Federal Government's 
decision, through the 
Federal Ministry of  Works 
and Housing, to excise over 
1,000 hectares of  land to the 
communities.

“Because they know, I 
have all the facts about land 
acquisi t ion they have 
intimidated me severally but 
unfortunately, I cannot 
submit to their threat” Chief  
Anokam said.

Anambra: Tragedy as 2 perish
in fatal accident 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Ugwuanyi presents N186 billion
budget for 2022 fiscal year
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

AnokamAnokamAnokam

The crashed vehicle
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esidents of  Umuoba RUratta in Owerri North 
LGA are currently 

suffering untold hardship since 
the rainy season commenced 
and even after the rains have 
s t o p p e d .
The Umuoba end of  the road 
leading to Toronto junction of  
t h e  M C C / U r a t t a  Ro a d  
contractors after excavating the 
earth on the road left the 
residents and commuters with 
l i t t l e  t o  d e s i r e .
It was observed that the 
contractor who seemed to have 
abandoned work on the road 
left the condition of  the road 
worse that  they met i t .
Some of  the motorists and 
commuters who spoke to News 

Echo lamented the damage the 
poor state of  the road has 
caused them saying that some 
of  them have since parked their 
buses or changed routes and 
called on the state government 
to act swiftly or risk losing a 
chunk of  Imolites to the death 
trap.

I n  2 0 1 9  d u r i n g  t h e  
administration of  Rochas 
Okorocha, has always said, “we 
will work on the road during the 
dry season” which never came 
to be, leading him to use the 
road construction, which is a 
basic amenity in any civilized 
country practicing democracy, 
as a campaign front for his son-
in-law Uche Nwosu. He had 
promised that after handing 

over the mantle of  leadership of  
the state when (not if) his son-in-
law takes his seat at the Douglas 
House, his first or one of  first 
point of  duty would be to 
complete the abandoned road 
construction running through 
MCC/Umunahu/Umuoba/To
ronto/Ekemegbuoha/Uratta 
areas.  A very laughable 
campaign tact which never 
materialized as Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha instead emerged the 
governor from the election even 
though shortlived.

On assumption of  office, 
Hon. Ihedioha took to same 
tone as his predecessor clinging 
to the parlance “we will work on 
the road during the dry season”. 
This also was not witnessed by 

the residents of  the affected 
areas when he, the then 
governor, was ousted by the 
Supreme Court in favor of  Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma who was 
declared winner of  the 2019 
elections.

Gov. Uzodimma showed 
some promise when he came in 
as governor as he started 
construction and completion of  
some major roads abandoned 
by previous administrations. 
Some parts of  MCC/Uratta 
Road wore new looks, Egbu 
Road, Chukwuma Nwaoha, 
Wethderal, Relief  Market 
R o a d s  w e r e  a l l  e i t h e r  
rehabilitated or constructed 
leading to praise from some 
quarters in the state who 
referred to the governor as “the 
working governor”. 

Lightening they say doesn't 
strike same place twice but in 
the case of  our beloved Imo 
State it struck thrice. Not too 
long after his immediate action 
on roads construction in the 
state, he went the way of  his 
predecessors; “we will work on 
the roads during the dry 
season”. Of  course this has also 
not been the case as News Echo 
visited the affected areas 
especially around Mechanic 
Junction/Bus Stop where it is 
seen as a death trap with four 
lives purportedly lost in the 
process.

Death trap indeed

On Tuesday, November 16, 
2021, around Victory Plaza 
after Ebikoro Bus stop, a 
pregnant woman driving along 
that road with four of  her 
children plunged into the nearly 
1 0 f t  d i t c h  c r e a t e d  a n d  
abandoned by the constant 
excavation of  road contractors 
leaving the residents moaning in 
despair and anguish. Several 
sources said she was in a face-
off  with another driver on the 
opposite side of  the road when 
she veered off  the now one-lane 
road into the ditch, tumbled a 
couple of  times with two of  her 
children dying on the spot as 
they didn't have their seatbelts 
on, while she was rushed to a 
nearby hospital with two of  her 
children. She died two days 
later with one of  the children 
leaving only one of  them alive. 
One can only but wonder the 
whereabouts or condition of  the 
husband and father after the 
tragic over what could have 
been an avoidable incident if  
only the state government had 
kept to i ts  longstanding 
p r o m i s e s  f r o m  t i m e  
immemorial. 

It is only in this part of  the 
world where the citizens praise, 
laud and extol their government 
for providing them with basic 
amenities such as good roads, 
p o t a b l e  w a t e r,  q u a l i t y  
education, health care and what 
have you, pitiful! 

Declare state of emergency on
 – Residents to UzodimmaImo roads

By Ifeanyi Raymond

Continues on Pg. 11

Mechanic Bus Stop axis, MCC/Uratta Road Owerri
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Residents and motorists cry 
out

A resident, Mr.  Kelechi 
Nwagwu, blamed the decay of  
the road on the excavation 
carried out by the government 
of  former governor, Rochas 
Okorocha.

He stated, “The road was 
good and passable, but after the 
two-s ided excavat ion by 
Okorocha's administration in 
2015/2016, the road started 
opening up at a particular spot, 
leading to the dilapidation. 

“People, who live in the 
area from the Toronto junction, 
suffer on a daily basis. The 
incessant rain had worsened the 
situation to the extent that buses 
conveying passengers stopped 
half  way or charge exorbitant 
rates beyond the flooded parts. 
Passengers passed and are still 
passing through hell to get to 
their homes.” 

A n o t h e r  r e s i d e n t  o f  
Umuoba Uratta, who gave his 
name as Michael Ikenna, said 
he spends not less than N2, 200 
on transportation every day due 
to the bad road. 

Ikenna said, “Owing to the 
nature of  the road, I had to park 
my old car. I am now being 
forced to pay N700 for my 
children's transportation to 
school daily, give my wife N1, 
000 to go to work and I manage 
N500.” 

A bus driver, who plies the 
road, spoke on condition of  
anonymity, said the bad road 
had damaged his bus, adding 
that he spends more than he 
makes on the bus.

He stated, “The bad road 
has destroyed my vehicle and I 
spend more than I make. I had 
h i g h  h o p e s  w h e n  G ov.  
Uzodimma came in and started 
working on the road but 
suddenly it all came to a pause.  
I don't know if  the governor or 
the contractors awarded the 
contract are to be blamed but 
either way the government 
should really come to our aid 
especially as we are getting 

closer to the Christmas period.”

Groups react
The umbrella body of  

online media practitioners in 
Imo State, under the aegis of  
Media Online Practitioners 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N i ge r i a  
(MOPAN) had earlier called on 
the state government led by Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma, to urgently 
mobilize contractors handling 
some of  the abandoned road 
projects in the state, to return to 
site this dry season.

The group said, “The poor 
condition of  some of  these 
roads, particularly within the 
state capital, such as MCC – 
Uratta Road, Umuguma – 
World Bank Road, 2nd phase of  
Naze – Ihiagwa Road etc and 
many others across the 27 local 
government areas of  the state is 
unacceptable.”

MOPAN stated this in a 
release signed by the Chairman 
o f  the  g roup,  Innocent  
Onyeukwu made available to 
newsmen in Owerri recently.

“We believe the dry season 
provides ample opportunity for 
these roads to be fixed, to enable 
Imolites, especially those 
returning for the Yuletide, to 
have a memorable stay at 
home.”

They said a state riddled 
with poor roads network is 
bound to witness stunted 
growth in almost all sectors of  
the economy, low investors and 
crippling businesses.

The group said this is why it 
is imperative that adequate 
measures are taken by the state 
government to address the 
deplorable, sorry and pitiable 
state of  some of  our roads, 
which has given rise to daily 
sufferings of  the people who ply 
these bad roads on a daily basis.

“Based on the foregoing, 
we  appea l  to  the  s t a t e  
government to faithful ly 
implement its 3R mantra by 
embarking on reconstruction of  
our roads for the overall benefit 
of  our people.”

Also speaking on the issue, 
in June, the National President 
Genera l ,  Ura t ta  Nat ion  
Wor ldwide,  Chie f  Bar r.  
Madukaji Onyekachi, had on 
behalf  of  Uratta people, issued 
a  1 4 - d ay  u l t i m a t u m  t o  
contractors handling the 
MCC/Umuoba/Toronto/Eke
megbuoha/Umunahu/Uratta 
road in Owerri North Local 
Government Area of  Imo State.

Madukaji said the road had 
become a death trap, and a 
deliberate attempt by the 
contractors to reduce the 
population of  the people of  
Uratta.

He said the contractors 
abandoned the road and made it 
worse, by creating a 6ft deep 
ditch on the sides of  the road.

He said the condition of  the 
road was frightening and 
endangering the lives of  men, 
women and children who ply 
the road on a daily basis.

He said “Our children go to 
school through the road, our 
women go to their farms 
through the road and our men 
go to their various jobs through 
the road. And there is a 6ft deep 
ditch on both sides of  the road 
which is a death trap. We cannot 
continue to keep quiet anymore.

“The contractors should 
come out and continue their 
work, or they tell us if  they have 
been paid for the job or not.

He had described the 
condition of  the road as an 
embarrassment, a disregard to 
the people of  Uratta and an 
indication that the contractor 
had failed to live up to 
expectation.

The legal practitioner said 
the governor was doing his part 
by constructing and renovating 
roads in Owerri, but regretted 
that the contractors were rather 
frustrating his efforts.

He also revealed that he is 
unhappy with the condition of  
roads in Owerri Federal 
Constituency, decrying the poor 
state of  some other roads in the 
constituency. 

He said “No.1 Naze 
junction is also an eyesore. One 
will be held up there for over 7 
hours in a traffic grid lock 
because of  bad road.” 

I m o  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
reaction

Speaking in an interview, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Information and Strategy, 
Declan Emelumba, stated 
that the state government 
under the leadership of  Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma has doused 
tension in the state with road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  
commissioning of  various 
projects in the state. “The 
MCC/Uratta road is under 
construction but Chukwuma 
Nwaoha Road is on that major 
road; it is very significant 
because it's a bypass from 
Umuahia Road to inside the 
town.  So, if  you're coming from 
Umuahia, you don't really have 
business going to Fire Service 
and so on. You just bypass it. 
That road has also been in 
disrepair for almost 15 years; so 
obsolete, it was completely 
taken over no longer by potholes 
but gullies. We did it and 
realized it.” 

The Commissioner for 
Works, Ralph Nwosu, had 
revealed that the reconstruction 
o f  M C C  R o a d  a n d  
Ohi/Orogwe Road would 
commence soon.

Ralph Nwosu stated this in 
a brief  chat with newsmen 
recently. He maintained that 
government was not ignorant of  
the critical state of  these two 
roads.

Continuing, Ralph Nwosu 
stressed that Governor Hope 
Uzodimma is eager to complete 
all the ongoing road projects in 
the state but being hampered by 
some logistics problems which 
have been addressed. 

The Commissioner hinted 
that the Ohi/Orogwe road 
remains a veritable and strategic 
bypass which measures 4.2km 

and cannot be abandoned, 
c o n t r a r y  t o  a p p a r e n t  
misinformation by a few 
uninformed elements. 

Speaking on MCC Road, 
the Commissioner sympathized 
with the residents and road-
u s e r s  o f  M C C  R o a d  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  
operational problems in MCC 
have been resolved and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y,  s e r i o u s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  s o o n  
commence accordingly. 

In his words: "I want to 
particularly appeal to residents 
and road users of  MCC and Ohi 
Orogwe Roads that it is not the 
making of  the government to 
see her citizens suffer due to bad 
roads, but I can assure you 
people now, that our prayers are 
answered and certainly, in the 
coming days, earth moving 
equipments will arrive these two 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e s  f o r  
immediate construction, also 
the Naze-Nekede-Ihiagwa-
Obinze Road is still on course".  
He explained that the phased 
maintenance of  existing roads 
had commenced.

Ralph Nwosu used the 
opportunity to call on Imolites 
to give more support to the 
administration of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma in the 
realization of  a new and 
prosperous Imo Agenda.

Conclusion
News Echo calls on the state 

government to act soon rather 
than later to avert further 
mishap especially on the 
MCC/Uratta Road axis as the 
residents are going through 
hard times and untold hardship 
as a result of  the dilapidated 
state of  the roads.

It will be worthy to note 
that there is a refuse dump 
taking a major part of  the road 
which forces motorists to ply 
one lane which can only cause 
further mishap. No visible 
investment can take place where 
the roads are impassable.

...Work will soon commence on
abandoned roads – Imo govt

Continued from Pg. 10

Scenes from the crash site of the four victimsA vehicle toppled over on the road recently



Sylvester Oromoni Jr:
Parents’ Forum to hold candlelight
session Wednesday

News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
head of  2023 gener-
al election,  Ebonyi 
State Council of  El-

ders has  endorsed Ebonyi 
State Governor David Uma-
hi for President of  Nigeria

The council which is 
made up of  traditional rul-
ers, elder statesmen and 
politicians  in the state 
made their position known 
in a press briefing at the 
Old Government House, 
Abakaliki. They explained 
that Umahi is most suited 
to lead Nigeria as her Pres-
ident from 2023.

Chairman of  the Council 
Engr. Benjamin Okah, fur-
ther stated that, “We have 
deemed it expedient and 
most important to present 
His Excellency, Engr. Dr. 
David Nweze Umahi  to the 
people of  Nigeria for the of-

fice of  the President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
come May 2023. We make 
this statement confidently 
bearing in mind his track 
record, his belief  in the one-
ness of  Nigeria, his detribal-
ized disposition on national 
issues”.

The Chairman, flanked 
by other members of  the 
Council including former 
deputy governor in the state, 
Prof  Chigozie Ogbu said 
that Umahi’s monumental 
achievements in agriculture, 
education, commerce and 
industry, infrastructure, ed-
ucation and human capital 
development stand tallest in 
consideration of  the Presi-
dent of  Nigeria in the next 
dispensation. “In consider-
ation of  the above and also 
the popular clamour for a 
president of  South East ex-
traction we therefore call on 
Nigerians in different walks 

of  life to come out in soli-
darity to give support to this 
project, to support a man of  
impeccable character with 
the zeal to develop our dear 
Country to compete with 
any other nations”. “The 
Ebonyi State Council of  El-
ders therefore will start con-
sultations with other state, 
leaders and other stakehold-
ers to realize this project.

Ebonyi  State truly has a 
good and qualified person 
in Governor David Nweze 
Umahi for President and 
Nigerians will never regret 
having him. He added, “fol-
lowing and realizing that 

the level of  allocation from 
FAAC to Ebony State is 
very low when compared 
with the enormous infra-
structural development in 
the State, we the members 
of  the Ebonyi State Council 
of  Elders decided to have 
on the spot assessment of  
some landmark projects in 
the State by embarking on 
visitation of  state projects.

“On the first day of  our 
inspection, we were at the 
International Airport un-
der construction. On arriv-
al, we were greeted with 
unexplainable and mon-
umental structures on the 

site. One of  the things that 
struck us was the runway 
made of  reinforced concrete 
not seen in any part of  this 
country and of  internation-
al standard. For instance, 
the runway has a thick-
ness of  0.35m, a width of  
75m, and a length 3.1km or 
3,100m. Also, the local and 
the international aprons are 
bearing a thickness of  0.3m, 
and each covers a total 
of  50,000sqm”. “Another 
structure in the Airport that 
made us speechless was the 
terminal building. The ter-
minal building that is near 
completion is so massive 

and when completed will 
be a sight to behold by any 
local or international trav-
eler or visitor. Other facili-
ties already in place are the 
Gatehouse 99.9% complet-
ed, the Immigration Office 
over 90% completed, the 
Fire Bay over 90% complet-
ed, the Central Tower 50% 
completed, Police Post over 
90% completed and the 
Presidential Lodge at 85% 
completed. The members 
of  the Elders Council noted 
that with Ebonyi State fast 
turning into another eco-
nomic hub, the viability of  
the airport is assured.

T
he Department of  
State Services has 
refused to obey court 

orders granting Nnamdi 
Kanu maximum comfort in 
detention, change of  cloth-
ing, amongst others, Ifeanyi 
Ejiofor, lead counsel for 
the embattled Indigenous 
People of  Biafra leader has 
said.

The lawyer, in a state-
ment on Tuesday, kicked 
that the detaining agency 
has “unrepentantly contin-
ued to treat the orders of  
the court with greatest dis-
dain”.

It would be recalled that 
Justice Binta Nyako of  a 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja ordered on December 2 
that the secessionist leader 
should not be discriminat-
ed against in the custody of  
the secret police.

The presiding judge had 
also ordered that Kanu be 
given maximum comfort 

possible in detention, be al-
lowed a change of  clothing, 
be allowed free practice of  
his Jewish faith including 
access to his Jewish reli-
gious materials, allowed 
to receive any visitor of  
his choice, and allowed to 
mingle freely with other in-
mates in DSS custody.

Justice Nyako also ad-
journed the trial of  Kanu 
till January 18, 2022, after 
granting a motion for an 
abridgement of  time.

But Ejiofor said he vis-
ited Kanu in DSS custody 
on Monday, saying that de-
spite the orders made by the 
court on December 2, the 
DSS flouted and ignored 
the court orders.

The statement was titled, 
‘Update on visit to our in-
defatigable client, Onyendu 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu at the 
headquarters of  the De-
partment Of  State Services 
(DSS) Abuja’.

He wrote, “We were 

Nnamdi Kanu’s lawyer says DSS
refused to obey court orders

informed by our client, 
Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu that none of  the pro-
nouncement made by the 
Court on the 2nd of  De-
cember has been obeyed by 
the lawless DSS. They have 
unrepentantly continued to 
treat the orders of  the court 
with greatest disdain.

“Our client – Onyendu 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu further 
informed us that he had not 
eaten anything since Sun-
day, apparently being pun-
ished because we dared to 
complain to the court about 
the harsh condition under 
which he is being held in 
custody. But, very, unfor-
tunately, this should be the 
height of  their reckless af-
front to the orders of  court.

“At the time Her Lordship 
made these far-reaching or-
ders in open court, I did not 
mince words in bringing to 
the attention of  the court 
that the operatives of  the 
DSS will flout these orders, 

2023: Ebonyi Elders’ Council 
endorses Umahi for President

pursuant to which the court 
specifically directed me to 
come back to her with these 
facts if  her order is flouted 
by the detaining authority.”

He said the legal team of  
the IPOB leader would be 
approaching the court im-
mediately with the develop-
ment, which he described 
as “totally unacceptable, 
grossly condemnable, and 
intolerable.”

Ejiofor insisted that Kanu 
has not been convicted for 
committing any crime and 
he is still presumed inno-
cent of  every allegation 
against him.

“The detaining authority 
(DSS) is an Agency clearly 
established by instrumen-
tality of  the laws and should 
operate within the confines 
of  the same laws establish-
ing them, and should not 
be seen as a lawless entity, 
which unfortunately is what 
they represent in practice,” 
he said.

News Echo 

  

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 December, 2021  

               

                                               Page 12          

The National Coordinating President of the Sabbath Association of Nigeria (SAN), B.C Nwankwo while cutting the confab 
cake �anked from left Rev.  Amb. Moses Okoye, guest speaker ; Rev. J.C Oguaji and Rev. Ifeanyi Okoli.

T
he Parents’ Forum at 
Dowen College in the 
Lekki area of  Lagos 

State has announced that a 
candlelight session will hold 
on Wednesday in honour 
of  the late student of  the 
school, Sylvester Oromoni.

The parents, while ex-
pressing deep sadness over 
the unfortunate incident that 
led to the death of  Oromo-
ni, prayed for strength for 
the grieving family of  the 
12-year-old.

The father of  the deceased 
boarding student had alleged 
that the Junior Secondary 
School 2 pupil died from 
the injuries sustained during 
an assault by five of  his col-
leagues who wanted to initi-
ate him into cultism but the 
school claimed he died after 
sustaining an injury during a 
football match.

The Lagos State Commis-
sioner of  Police, Hakeem 
Odumosu, on Tuesday, said 
three students are current-
ly in police custody for al-
leged assault while two are 
at large.

In a statement titled, ‘Syl-
vester Oromoni’s Death: 

Dowen College Parents 
Mourn’, the parents urged 
the school management and 
other stakeholders (students 
and parents directly or indi-
rectly mentioned) to “fully 
cooperate with the authori-
ty in the ongoing investiga-
tion.”

“While we would have 
loved to bring Sylvester 
back if  humanly possible, 
unravelling the cause of  Syl-
vester’s death and bringing 
whoever was responsible or 
might have contributed in 
whatever way to book, will 
not only bring this unfortu-
nate incident to closure for 
the family, but this will also 
serve as a deterrent to others 
in all schools in Nigeria.

“We, therefore, say justice 
for Sylvester, is justice for all.

“On our part as parents, 
we will work more closely 
with the school (manage-
ment/board), to ensure 
necessary measures are put 
in place to prevent a reoc-
currence of  this unfortunate 
incident and stamp out bul-
lying in any form from the 
school,” the statement add-
ed.

The parents said the can-
dlelight event would hold on 
Wednesday by 6pm at Dow-
en College on 18, Adebayo 
Doherty Rd, Lekki, Lagos.

“The lighting of  candles 
is to pay tribute to a life 
‘passed’ and keeping the 
light burning signifies that 
the memory still lives on 
and burns bright. The Can-
dlelight no doubt shall pro-
mote reflection and signifies 
remembrance of  a life cut 
short in his infancy.”
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T
he family of  12-year-
old Sylvester Oro-
moni Jnr., a pupil of  

the Dowen College, Lekki, 
Lagos, who died under con-
troversial circumstances, 
has demanded a coroner in-
quest into his death.

The news of  Sylvest-
er’s death went viral last 
Wednesday following a so-
cial media post by his cous-
in, Perry Oromoni, who 
alleged that some senior pu-
pils of  the college beat him 
up in his hostel because he 
refused to join a cult.

But the school denied the 
claim, stating that the boy 
complained of  leg pains 
following an injury he sus-
tained while playing foot-
ball.

The state government, on 
Friday, ordered the indef-
inite closure of  the school 
pending the outcome of  an 
investigation into the mat-
ter.

Officials of  the Lagos 
State Ministry of  Education 
stormed the school in the 
early hours of  Sunday and 
sealed the premises.

The Falana and Falana 
Chambers, on behalf  of  the 
family, petitioned the chief  
coroner of  Lagos State on 
Monday, demanding an in-

Dowen College: Family insists on cause of death
quest into the death.

The petition read in part, 
“We have been briefed by 
the family of  the late Syl-
vester Oromoni, a student 
of  Dowen College, Lekki, 
Lagos, who died from the 
injuries he allegedly sus-
tained from the beating by 
his colleagues who wanted 
him to join their cult.

“Given the needless death 
of  Sylvester Oromoni, we 
are compelled to request 
you to use your good offic-
es to cause a coroner’s in-
quest to be conducted into 

Sit-at-home: Army repels suspected IPOB/ESN
attack on Imo communities, recovers IEDs

Umahi with his wife, Rachel during the family’s end-of-year thanksgiving in Abakaliki.
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Speak up against sexual, 
gender based violence
– Imo First Lady to women

T
he First Lady of  Imo 
state, Barr. Chioma 
Uzodimma has charged 

women not to condone the 
menace of  gender based vio-
lence that is eating deep into 
the fabrics of  the society.

She made this known while 
speaking at a women confer-
ence organised to mark this 
year’s 16 days activism against 
gender based violence cam-
paign.

The first lady represented by 
the Commissioner for Wom-
en’s’ Affairs and Vulnerable 
Group, Hon. Lady Nkechi 
Ugwu disclosed that every 
woman should speak up in 
the face of  abuse, adding that 
it will curtail the menace of 
violence.

She also cautioned mothers 
to imbibe the habit of  speak-
ing up when they are being 
abused physically and emo-
tionally, stressing that the vio-

lence has increased because of 
ignorance.

In her remarks, the legisla-
tor representing Njaba LGA 
in the Imo State House of 
Assembly, Hon Uju Onwud-
iwe urged women to be sub-
missive to their husbands in 
order not to attract domestic 
abuse. She also advised wom-
en to establish communication 
with their children in order to 
know when they are abused. 
She also called on women to 
love themselves and be a sup-
port system to other women in 
the fight to end gender based 
violence. The guest speaker, 
Ms Ishiaku Fatima Ada in her 
speech said the fight against 
gender based violence should 
start from the grassroots. Ms 
Fatima who was also a rape 
victim spoke extensively on 
the impact of  protecting chil-
dren against rape and other 
forms of  abuse.

Troops conducting Ex-
ercise Golden Dawn Sec-
tor 3 have thwarted an at-
tempt by members of  the 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB) and its armed 
wing, Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) to unleash 
mayhem on residents of  
Mgbidi and Awo Mmam-
ma communities in Oru 
East Local Government 
Area of  Imo state.

It was alleged that the 
suspected IPOB members 
planned the attack on the 

people for lawfully refus-
ing to observe the illegal 
sit-at-home order foisted 
on them on Monday.

The swift response of  
troops compelled the at-
tackers, mounted on two 
Sienna Buses and a Toyo-
ta Hilux truck to abandon 
their mission and with-
draw in disarray. Troops 
are currently on the trail of  
the criminals.

In a separate develop-
ment, troops have un-
covered four Improvised 

Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
planted by members of  the 
proscribed IPOB/ ESN, in 
their desperate effort to in-
flict harm on unsuspecting 
motorists and other road 
users along Orlu – Owerri 
road.

Meanwhile, Director 
Army Public Relations, 
Onyema Nwachukwu, 
Brigadier General, had on 

Monday said that the vig-
ilant troops, who were on 
a reinforcement mission 
to Mgbidi/Awo Mmama 
detected the IEDs planted 
at about 15 meters apart 
on both sides of  the road 
and safely defused them. 
No casualty was recorded 
during the delusion.

The troops also re-
covered four wraps of  

unexploded ordnances, 
one motorcycle battery, 
two-vehicle alarm devices, 
one detonator, wires and 
batteries. The road has 
been safely cleared and 
motorists have resumed 
plying the road.

They however urge all 
law-abiding citizens to go 
about their normal busi-
nesses and disregard the 

illegal sit at home order 
occasioned to distract 
governance. They also ap-
pealed to the good people 
of  Mgbidi, Awo Mmama 
and Omuma communities 
to report any suspected 
movement of  members of  
the irredentist group, who 
may be seeking a safe ha-
ven, to relevant security 
agencies.

I didn’t ask DSS to starve Nnamdi 
Kanu – Orji Kalu

T
he Chief  Whip of  the 
Nigerian Senate Orji 
Uzor Kalu has urged 

the general public to ignore a 
purported statement linked to 
him and circulated on social 
media alleging that he told 
the Department of  State Ser-
vice (DSS) to starve the leader 
of  the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB), Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu.

 Kanu is currently detained 
on the order of  Justice Binta 
Murtala Nyako-led Feder-
al High Court in Abuja on 
treasonable felony charges 
preferred against him by the 
Federal Government.

Recall that on Monday, 
it was reported that Kanu 
had alleged that he is being 
starved in the DSS facility in 
Abuja. The IPOB leader also 
claimed that Nigeria’s secret 
police had denied him his 
medical report after taking 
his blood more than 21 times. 
He spoke through his younger 
brother, Prince Kanu Meme, 

who was on a routine visit to 
the detained separatist leader.

However, the former Gov-
ernor of  Abia State, Senator 
Orji Kalu, in a statement on 
Tuesday, described the pur-
ported statement linked to 
him as big fat lies and cheap 
propaganda to score selfish 
political points.

According to him, “the cir-
culating lie says, ‘when Sen-
ator Orji Uzor Kalu visited 
DSS and Nnamdi Kanu has 
been living without food since 
then’. “My brief  take is that 
there is nothing one would do 
that people won’t talk about. 

“If  you don’t visit, they 
will still blame you. But more 
sympathetic to me is those 
that believe and propagate 
any cock and bull story. “If 
the agenda is to create hatred 
between me and my brothers, 
it’s a waste of  time because 
my people love me and I love 
them too. I will always re-
spond to hate with love”.

the cause of  death of  this 
young and promising boy 
and make appropriate rec-
ommendations pursuant 
to Section 15 of  the Lagos 
State Coroner’s Law 2007, 
which provides that an in-
quest shall hold whenever a 
coroner is informed that the 
death of  a deceased person 
within his coroner district 
is as a result of  a death in a 
violent, unnatural or suspi-
cious situation.”

Meanwhile, the wife of  
the governor of  Lagos State, 
Dr. Ibijoke Sanwo-Olu, has 

commiserated with the par-
ents of  the victim.

Mrs. Sanwo-Olu spoke on 
Monday during the Sexual 
and Gender-Based Violence 
advocacy visit to Dolphin 
Junior and High School on 
the Lagos Island.

She said, “I am aware that 
the Lagos State Govern-
ment is at the moment in-
vestigating the incident and 
honestly, it is something we 
are not happy about. It is a 
big slap on the face of  the 
education sector, the com-
munity, and Lagos State as 
a whole.

Abia pensioners to receive palliative 
from group, individual

I
n fulfillment of  his 
promise of  touching 
the lives of  Abia pen-

sioners, Interpol Systems 
Consultant in Nigeria, Sir 
Chikwe Udensi in collabo-
ration with Rotary Club of  
Abuja Downtown District 
9125 and Rotary Club of  
Arochukwu Kingdom (P) 
District 9142 have conclud-
ed arrangements to roll out 
empowerment programme 
for the senior citizens.

 The exercise will also 
feature distribution of  pal-

liatives to the pensioners 
to cushion the effects of  
hardship they are passing 
through following several 
months of  non-payment by 
the state government.

 The exercise which is 
slated to commence of  De-
cember 9 will take place at 
BANA House, No 1 Facto-
ry Road, Aba Abia State. 
Sir Udensi had recently 
enquired the updated list of  
Abia pensioners from the 
state government but was 
denied access. The state 

government had said Sir 
Udensi’s decision to offer 
assistance to the starving 
pensioners in politically 
motivated. 

Undeterred to roll out a 
robust life touching pro-
grammes that will benefit 
the pensioners, the secu-
rity expert devised other 
means which has not been 
disclosed to obtain the list. 
As at last count, list of  
pensioners in about 4 local 
governments have been ob-
tained. He vowed to stop at 
nothing to ensure that the 
senior citizens smile during 
and after the Christmas cel-
ebration.

By Grace Ofurum
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Abuse of  power: Fabrics  
of a failed society (Part II)
I

n continuation of  the first 
episode, permit me to focus 
more on intimidation, 

extortion, brutality, anti 
people’s law to that effect, and 
how they affect the inhabitants 
of  Aba, Abia State, as well as 
government insensitivity to the 
menace. 

It is assumed that Aba, the 
Enyimba city has for many 
years, been rated among the 
top cities in Nigeria that have 
more thugs roaming the streets 
and constituting all manner of  
a nuisance. This assumption 
could be traced back to the 
days of  “Jango, Aragas, and 
Sinbad” who although were 
said to have committed such 
illegalities, were known to 
have exhibited high respect for 
humanity and the government. 
However, the late Col. Ike 
Nwosu’s administration 
(December 1993 -September 
1994) in its determination 
to rid the society of  such 
illegalities, clamped down on 
the thugs and meted out severe 
punishment on the defaulters 
of  the law.

What a regime with 
a realistic agenda for the 
reduction of  crime and illegal 
activities? May his principled 
soul continue to rest in peace. 
Amen! 

Unfortunately, modern-day 
governments seem not to have 
such strong will. As things are 
in this present time, it appears 
that this administration is 
abetting thuggery. Is it not 
shameful that a government 
could chose to be using thugs 
for revenue drives, a task that is 
statutorily meant for the Board 
of  Internal Revenue (BIR)?

I got victimized in the 
recent past when some thugs 
accosted me at my residence in 
the early hours of  the morning 
with armed security operatives, 
made up of  the state Vigilante 
and Civil defense personnel. 
They arrested and forcefully 
pushed me into their vehicle 
where I met other victims and 
drove us to one of  the notorious 
revenue courts popularly 
known by many as “Emejiaka 
court” or officially designated 
as “Magistrate court 3”, 
sited beside the Aba south 
local government chairman’s 
office. The reason was that 
the building where I reside 
failed to pay its “Infrastructure 
levy”, thereby warranted 
for my arrest, arraignment 
in a revenue court, and 
prosecution, without summons 
or prior notice. Those I was 

brought to court with from 
different buildings were 
individually asked to mount 
the duck; charged for a crime 
that was never pronounced 
and levied to pay immediately 
the sum of  Ten Thousand 
Naira (N10,000.00) fine each 
or be remanded in prison 
custody till an unmentioned 
date. How could such a quasi-
judgment and legal rascality 
be perpetrated by an assumed 
“legal luminary” to be and 
a custodian of  the law? The 
inhabitants of  Aba are indeed 
living in a pitiable condition, 
somewhat deteriorating to 
a state defined by Thomas 
Hobbes where life is “...poor, 
nasty, brutish and short”.

Nonetheless, the worse 
part of  the above ugly event 
was the compliance of  some 
lawyers who visited the same 
court to bail those who were 
with me in that travail by 
facilitating the payment of  the 
mentioned sum without any 
protest which could make one 
believe the alleged complicity 
of  Aba lawyers /Aba branch 
of  Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA) as a reality. One may 
ask, Does it mean that such a 
noble institution of  the Aba 
branch could be coerced to abet 
such an atrocious crime (abuse 
of  power) being perpetrated 
openly with impunity? If  not, 
what then could be the reason 
for their silence all this while? 
or are we to believe the notion 
that every resident of  Aba is an 
“Omata”, who is assumed to 
be ignorant of  his/her rights? 
God forbid! 

Despite the aforesaid, 
simple truth remains that Aba 

has many persons of  sound 
mind in all spheres of  life 
and also blessed with legal 
practitioners of  high repute 
who are doing great to curb 
all manners of  government-
sponsored illegalities not 
minding how they have been 
subjugated in this battle by the 
government and her agents. 
Although the good people 
of  Aba are yet to collectively 
put their best in this fight 
because they have all it takes 
to legally liberate themselves 
from such oppression and 
practically entrench a better 
society devoid of  government 
judicious provision of  basic 
amenities. They can start 
by initiating a joint legal 
suit against the government 
concerning the use of  thugs for 
revenue drives, oppose some 
enacted anti people’s law set to 
legalize quasi-revenue courts 
and multi-taxations, including 
other anomalies/illegalities 
too numerous to mention. 
Although these suggestions 
might be acceptable due to 
heavy manipulations of  the 
state actors causing division 
among the populace with 
majority being sentimental 
and biased towards the whole 
issue.  

With this effort concertedly 
in place, Aba the best British 
planned town in the southeast, 
and the renowned ancient 
Enyimba city will wear a 
healthy look with its dying 
economic activities reactivated 
to thrive in tandem with the 
dogged spirit and innovative 
ideas the inhabitants 
demonstrate. Perhaps, will in 
turn make her leaders sensitive 

to their responsibilities and 
also attract thereto the influx 
of  investors, both local and 
foreign.    

After all, power belongs 
to the people which can 
be confirmed in Abraham 
Lincoln’s definition of  
democracy, stated as 
follows: “Democracy is the 
government of  the people by 
the people and for the people”. 
I still believe that our country, 
Nigeria is a democratic state, 
although goes contrary to its 
tenets. Oftentimes, people 
like myself  do imagine we 
are practicing a different type 
of  democracy which could 
be codenamed “Militicracy”, 
a type of  government 
worse than military regime 
(authoritarian). Unfortunately, 
it is in this age of  advancement 
that our nation Nigeria is 
being dragged back to the pre-
evolution era indirectly by our 
irresponsible political leaders, 
whose stock in trades is to 
abuse the position of  power 
given to them.

Regrettably, the populace 
is no longer allowed by the 
state actors to democratically 
decide their faith both at their 
communities, town unions, 
local and national associations, 
even the professional bodies 
are not left out. What a crass 
violation of  democratic tenets? 
This is the era to ask “Which 
way Nigeria?” just like the 
legendary Sunny Okosun of  
blessed memory did in the 
80s and the question to date 
remains unanswered.

It is worrisome to see our 
nascent democracy being 
dragged to the murky waters 
and raped with impunity by 
our elected political leaders, 
whose reckless use of  power for 
selfish reasons has transformed 
into crass violators of  all our 
ratified treaties and generally 
known for disrespecting 
the rule of  law. This can be 
ascertained by their repulsive 
attitude in going against the 
will of  the masses to impose 
Ezes and President Generals 
(PGs) on them and their 
puppets as leaders in various 
local/national associations, 
including some professional 
bodies, thus have somewhat 
institutionalized illegalities, 
conflicts, and division in our 
society. This crazy abuse of  
power was never experienced 
during the military era. I 
thereby ask, ‘Shall we continue 
living this way?’. 

With the incessant 

truncation of  democratic 
processes today in our society 
by the state actors, the 
coordinated efforts expected 
of  the aforesaid no-state 
actor’s organized institutions 
could no longer be engendered 
because the leaders imposed 
on them are stooges of  the 
state actors, hence paralyzes 
them from engaging the 
government which is the major 
reason Nigeria is deteriorating 
swiftly. Therefore, there is an 
urgent need for members of  
these organized institutions 
to rise up and legally revolt 
against such reckless wade 
of  power by the government 
actors and quickly save our 
beloved nation from becoming 
a complete failed state.

Finally, let me remind 
us that the legendary Fela 
Anikolapo Kuti did lament 
much of  this menace in most 
of  his musical albums and 
advised that “...we Africans 
must do something about 
this nonsense...”. This can be 
heard of  him while listening to 
his Egypt 80 album, precisely 
the “Authority Stealing” track.

Hereunder are a few lyrics 
of  the track in question which 
will take our minds back to the 
military era when this crime 
has not been institutionalized. 
I pray the spirit of  this music 
can help to awaken us from 
slumber: 

Na different way be them way Na 
civilize style be them style
[Chorus]
Yes, yes, yes, yes!
“Oh yes, of  course, contract, have 
some money back in hand, ha ha”
Hear the words them dey take 
deceive the people:
Misappropriation
Maladministration
Nepotism
Mitigation
Make I remember another one wey 
them dey use
Defraudment
Forgerylization
Embezzlement
Vilification
Mismanagement
Public inquiry
Authority stealing pass armed 
robbery
We Africans we must do something 
about this nonsense
We say we must do something 
about this nonsense
I repeat, we Africans we must do 
something about this nonsense
Because now authority stealing 
pass armed robbery
Authority man him go dey steal
Public contribute plenty money...

With the incessant truncation of  democratic 
processes today in our society by the state 
actors, the coordinated efforts expected of 

the aforesaid no-state actor’s organized 
institutions could no longer be engendered 
because the leaders imposed on them are 

stooges of  the state actors, hence paralyzes 
them from engaging the government which 
is the major reason Nigeria is deteriorating 
swiftly. Therefore, there is an urgent need 

for members of  these organized institutions 
to rise up and legally revolt against such 

reckless wade of  power by the government 
actors and quickly save our beloved nation 

from becoming a complete failed state.
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Echo Woman

T
his week’s Echo Woman 
features the Special Adviser 
to the Imo state Governor on 

Sustainable Development Goals and 
Humanitarian Services,  Hon. Princess 
Christiana Eligwe Ude. 

Background

Hon. Princess Christiana Ude  hails 
from Oru East LGA of  Imo state.

She had her Bachelors Degree 
in Accounting from the prestigious 
University of  Maryland USA. She also 
went further to obtain a Master’s Degree 
in Human Resources Management in

 UK.  She started working as an 
Accountant but was not satisfied with 
dealing with figures and little interaction 
with people.

“I felt I needed to do something 
different because the job was so 
monotonous, I started teachi ng 
Mathematics in a middle school 
abroad”.

With her passion of  rendering 
help and being supportive to the less 
privileged, she decided to bring back 
educational materials and books 
from the college she was teaching  
because the school always carry out 
a yearly exercise of  upgrading their 
library and clean up which entails 
dropping some materials, ranging 
from computers and other school 
materials for new ones.

“I said to myself  that this things 
will be needed back home in Nigeria, 
I started shipping them down to Lagos 
because as at that time it was an easy 
access for me. The more I did it, 
the more rewarding it was because I 
thought of  making impacts and  setting 
up a non-profit organisation because 
those materials were distributed for free 
to schools and orphanages in Lagos.

“I got a call from someone in UN  
in 2014 who said, we have seen what 
you do and have read about you and 
I was asked to come work with UN 
and participate in zero draft project to 
render support, it was a part time job 
but rewarding. I started working in 
United Nations then came SDG job”

She started her job in Nigeria and 
had her challenging moments.

“When I came back it was as if  they 
didn’t embrace me, I was shut out,  I 
didn’t understand but someone told me 
that they were probably thinking I was 
coming to take their job from them, I 
said why will anyone think like that 
unless you are not efficient in your job.  
It was a frustrating experience as I was 
always complaining to my spouse, he 
saw an advert from National Assembly 
because he knows how passionate I 
was. I got the job on promoting SDG 
bills on the floor, then I decided to visit 
the archives, I took inventory of  bills 
written by women and the ones they’ve 
passed even the ones amended and I 
discovered there were lots of  bills to be 
amended.

Nobody should determine your fate 
in life - Princess Christiana Ude 

My passion to be in the legislative 
arm of  government made me decide 
to run for House of  Representatives 
election in 2019.

I started with APC because they 
promised to give me ticket but was 
disappointed by a top politician and a 
former governor of  Imo state. It was a 
very tough period for me but I didn’t want 
anybody to stop me. I went to another 
party Social Democratic party (SDP) 
and clinched the ticket to run for Oru 
East/Orlu/Orsu Federal constituency. 
I saw the reason why people change 
parties because I was wondering why 
another person will try to determine my 
fate, I looked at it that this man is trying 
to determine my fate, he stood in front 
of  people and told me he will give me an 
appointment if  I should step down for 
another person and it was a man.

I told him with all due respect, I was 
not going to step down for any person, I 
came out to become a legislature and if 
you choose not to keep your word, so be 
it, and I walked away.

I ran under SDP but there were lots of 
threats, even people trying to vote for me 
were threatened too, I spent alot of  money, 
I challenged the election in court but my 
witnesses did not show up because I learnt 
they were paid off  by my opponent.

So I tried to forge ahead until 
Governor Hope Uzodimma won and 
gave me the appointment as the Special 
Adviser on SDG and Humanitarian 
Services.

Motivation

I wanted to be in the position 
to help women because I have met 
lots of  women in politics even  the 
former  Liberian female president 
who motivated me, I wanted to be in a 
position to do something for women, 
I was self  motivated. I wanted women 
to see that if  a man can run election, a 
woman can also run.

Building confidence in women

I have a mentoring programme for 
girls in abroad that deal with self  esteem 
programme, lots of  women lack that, 
you don’t have to sleep with a man to 
get to do anything.

We parents need to buy essential 
stuff  for our girls because if  she doesn’t 
get it, she will look for a man to give her 
thereby, falling victim of  abuse. Do as 
much as you can to have conversations 
with your child, teach them you don’t 
have to run to a man, make them speak 
up and don’t shut them up”.

Gender based violence 

I have faced some sort of 
harassment as a woman, I know it 
when I see it but when you are able to 
do something for yourself, you don’t 
need to sleep with any man.

I was young but very smart, I went 
to college and paid my tuition fees by 
myself, the women that sleep around 
do not have anything to offer, I said I 
can’t date anyone in my office and if 
you harrass me, I will let you know I 
have many options.

Why women don’t speak up in face 
of  abuse is because they feel there is 
no support system, like one came to 
my office and showed me how she was 
poured hot oil by her sister’s husband 
and she ran away and took shelter in 
another man’s roof  and got pregnant 
for the man.  Infact, she is not sure 
who is responsible for her pregnancy.

We should speak up as women in 
the face of  abuse which can both be 
physical and  emotional.

Most Nigerians don’t react the way 
I do. Some people are raised in volatile 
environment, so they are so hard 
to convince, they just accept abuse 
because they see their father abusing 
their mother and they feel that is the 
way things are.

Nobody can intimidate me, I fight 
for my right, I will only do those things 
my spirit support, I try to help people 
overcome any form of  abuse.

We need to preach love in family 
circles, church even in our schools.

Achievements as the SA on SDGs 
and Humanitarian Services

I have two angles to my job that 
have to do with the humanitarian and 
the SDG aspects.

The state has benefited from the 
Conditional Cash Transfer across 
the 27 LGAs  Formally only 9 LGAs 
benefitted so the governor asked me 
to push for the rest to be captured, 
it was a huge achievement for my 
office. Also the Home Grown Feeding 
programme and NPower,  National 
Social Investment programme NSIP 
have also been launched in the state.

The state will soon benefit 
from the Government Enterprise 
Empowerment Program (GEEP), 
all these are being made possible by 
the executive Governor of  Imo State 
through my office and resilience.

We have an SDG office in Abuja 
and have our budget but still waiting 
for the counterpart funding.

Advice to women

Women should be supportive and 
receptive to the plight of  other women. 
Let’s be more louder and talk to our 
boys to stay away from gender based 
violence and the dangers.

No one should stay put in an 
abusive marriage for the sake of  one’s 
life.

From Grace Ofurum

Ude
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Wanted: Improved 
environmental 
health services

R
eliable sources have 
indicated that through 
effective control of  the 

pernicious matters and harmful 
substances that exercise or may 
exercise deleterious effects on 
man’s physical environment, 
more than forty-five per cent 
of  all environment-borne and 
communicable diseases that occur 
in our midst will be controlled 
and contained, hence health 
authorities all over the world 
have continued to emphasise the 
need for humans occupying any 
particular environment to do all 
that is necessarily required of  
them to ensure that such physical 
environments are kept clean and 
tidy always in the overall interest 
of  their  health and well-being 
and those other occupiers of  such 
environments.

This is because, in public 
health circles, one man’s deeds, 
actions or inactions are capable 
of  promoting his health and 
that of  other people around him 
and vice versa, hence in public 
health sub-sector there is a 
popular maxim that emphasises 
that ‘The health of  one man is 
the health of  all.’ So, ab initio, 
there has always been the need 
to ensure that no one person on 
earth is allowed to bring about 
what causes illness or may pose 
danger to the health of  others, 
particularly his neighbours, in 
any way or through any means, 
hence governments all over the 
world have always frowned at a 
situation when some members of  
the publics engage in the acts that 
are capable of  endangering public 
health therein. 

This act of  governmental 
control has brought about the 
deployment of  certain category 
of  trained public health personnel 
to move from one house to the 
other to detect environmental 
nuisances towards ensuring that 
man’s physical environment is 
generally kept clean and devoid 
of  degradation or pollution of  
any kind at any time.  

It was in this regard that 
environmental health services 
had been introduced in Nigeria, 
including sanitation, through 
the coming of  the then sanitary 
inspectors, first in Lagos and, later, 
in all other parts of  the country, 
particularly in the three regions 
that went ahead to enshrine in 
their statute books the need to 
clean the physical environment 

of  Nigeria for optimum health-
living of  the people in the country 
when Nigeria became a republic 
in 1963. 

One of  such laws was the 
famous Public Health Law, 
contained in chapter 103, in 
Volume Six of  the Laws of  
Eastern Nigeria of  1963. In that 
law, the nuisances that affected 
public health generally were 
identified and elucidated, and 
were required to be abated by 
the sanitary inspectors who are 
today called environmental health 
officers globally.

In the beginning, and until 
recently, the sanitary inspectors 
were very effective in the 
detection of  the nuisances in our 
midst as they visited all premises 
that were occupied by human 
beings with a view to carrying 
out thorough inspection of  such 

premises towards detecting 
nuisances therein. They further 
went ahead to prosecute the 
authors of  detected nuisances in 
the law courts, and most of  who 
were convicted, a process that 
served as deterrent to others who 
subsequently did all they could to 
ensure they  escaped the wrath of  
the law through such prosecutions 
by the sanitary inspectors in 
Nigeria then.    

The result was that the towns 
and villages in the three regions 
in Nigeria then were clean all the 
year round to the health benefits 
of  the members of  public then. 
In fact, at a stage, Nigeria ranked 
among the cleanest countries 
among the developing nations in 
the world then. All other aspects 
of  public health requirements 
were also enforced among the 
people then and they included 

concerns bothering on food 
hygiene, overcrowding, mosquito 
and vector control, meat 
hygiene, communicable diseases 
control, housing and building 
control measures, disposal of  
the dead, principles of  lighting 
and ventilation; control of  noise 
nuisance, open and promiscuous 
defecation, pollution and 
contamination of  water sources, 
epidemiology, public health 
statistics, among many others. 

However, not long after 
that period of  developmental 
nicety, things started to fall apart 
in the area of  environmental 
cleanliness and other aspects 
until it reached the abysmal stage 
we find ourselves in this regard 
today. One of  the reasons for 
this steady decline borders on the 
fact that environmental health 
services have continued to receive 

unwarranted and unnecessary 
politicisation at the state and local 
government levels in political 
patronage in many states and 
local governments in the country. 
Instead of  allowing and using 
the services of  the professionals 
specifically trained in the art 
and science of  environmental 
health management, especially 
sanitation, to prosecute these 
functions, all manner of  quacks 
are used in this regard today. 

The result is that Nigerian 
cities have continued to smell year 
round as a result of  the offensive 
effluvia from the refuse that 
accumulate in these towns and 
which serve as breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes, general vermin, 
insects, vectors and lower animals 
such as rats of  various kinds, 
snakes, cockroaches, all of  which 
are capable of  affecting public 
health in one way or the other.

It is because of  the continued 
politicisation of  environmental 
health services in general and 
sanitation in particular that 
Nigeria now has less than four 
thousand environmental health 
officers that are expected to serve 
the environmental health needs 
of  the more than two hundred 
million population, according to 
statistical figures recently released 
by the registry department of  the 
Environmental Health Officers’ 
Registration Council of  Nigeria, 
EHORECON. This is, without 
a doubt, precariously dangerous 
with regard to public health 
activities in Nigeria and should 
be remedied immediately in the 
health interest of  the people. 

Without a doubt, checking 
the dearth of  public health officers 
in the country, including the 
environmental health personnel 
that are expected to visit and carry 
out sanitary inspection of  every 
household in Nigeria in their 
onerous duty of  detecting and 
abating nuisances that affect public 
health, is surely one of  the most 
feasible and best ways to improve 
environmental health services 
throughout the country and, by 
extension, add value to public 
health in our midst. South-East 
states should lead in this sphere. 

Really, nothing can be better 
than this, and the right time to 
start action is now in order not 
to continue to endanger public 
health through the use of  quacks 
in the prosecution of  public health 
activities in the country. This is in 
keeping with the indisputable fact 
that people can only give what 
they have.

One of the reasons for this steady decline borders on the fact that 
environmental health services have continued to receive unwarranted and 

unnecessary politicisation at the state and local government levels in political 
patronage in many states and local governments in the country. Instead of 

allowing and using the services of the professionals speci�cally trained in the 
art and science of environmental health management, especially sanitation, to 
prosecute these functions, all manner of quacks are used in this regard today. 

“

“

Cleaning exercise being carried out  by health agents
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U
nvaccinated people 
will remain in lock-
down when Austria’s 
general lockdown lifts 

on Sunday, new chancellor Karl 
Nehammer confirmed this yester-
day, the day after he took office.

It was no longer a question of 
whether the general lockdown 
would end on Sunday as planned 
but how, and consultations on 
that would take place on Wednes-
day, Nehammer told a news con-
ference.

Here is an updated map il-
lustrating the severity of  Covid 
caseloads across Europe at the 
moment.

The Office for National Sta-
tistics (ONS) weekly deaths bul-
letin for England and Wales has 
been released this morning, as it 
always is on a Tuesday. Here are 
the key findings:

• In the week ending 26 
November 2021, 11,467 deaths 
were registered; this was 636 fewer 
deaths than the previous week and 
10.5% above the five-year average 
(1,087 more deaths).

• Of  the deaths registered, 
817 mentioned “novel corona-
virus (COVID-19)”, accounting 
for 7.1% of  all deaths; this was a 
decrease in the number of  deaths 
compared with the previous week 
(952 deaths, 7.9% of  all deaths).

• From the week ending 13 
March 2020 to the week ending 26 
November 2021, the number of 
excess deaths above the five-year 
average in England and Wales was 
128,740.

Germany’s outgoing health min-
ister said that travel curbs that lim-
it arrivals to the European Union 

Austria’s general lockdown ends Sunday as planned
– Restrictions will still apply to unvaccinated
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Gambia Police disperse protesters
contesting president’s re-election

G
ambian police fired tear 
gas on Monday to dis-
perse supporters of  losing 

presidential candidate Ousainou 
Darboe as they took to the streets 
outside the capital Banjul to con-
test the re-election of  President 
Adama Barrow.

Hundreds of  protesters had gath-
ered in the community of  Serekun-
da, 12 km (7 miles) from Banjul, 
the day after Darboe and two oth-
er candidates said they would not 
accept Barrow’s resounding win in 
Saturday’s peaceful voting.

Police intervened with tear gas 
when the crowd started scuffling 
with supporters of  Barrow, ac-
cording to a Reuters reporter at the 
scene.

Later on Monday, police broke 
up another protest of  Darboe sup-
porters near his house in Serekun-
da using tear gas. A witness saw 
some police beating protesters, be-
fore the crowd dispersed.

The office of  the Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police said it was concerned 
about gatherings turning violent.

“Without restraint, any form of 
post-electoral violence will jeop-
ardise our legacy for tolerance, 
maturity and peacefulness. This 
Office therefore, strongly urges all 
Gambians to remain calm,” a po-

are important until more is known 
about the Omicron variant of  the 
coronavirus.

“Until we know more, we need 
to be careful and so travel restric-
tions are important to keep the en-
try in Europe and Germany as low 
as possible,” Jens Spahn told re-
porters as he arrived for a meeting 
of  EU health ministers in Brussels.

Reuters remind us that late in 
November, EU states agreed to 
impose travel restrictions on seven 
southern African countries after 
they reported several cases of  the 
Omicron variant, which is consid-
ered highly infectious.

EU sources said on Monday 
there was no immediate plan to 
ease the restrictions, quashing a 
media report that cited a diplomat 
saying this could be the case.

Ahead of  Tuesday’s meeting, 
EU health commissioner Stella 
Kyriakides said: “We are facing 
a very challenging epidemiologi-
cal situation in all members states 
with the Covid-19 pandemic, 
made especially challenging with 
the appearance of  the Omicron 
variant.”

She said she would urge minis-
ters to step up vaccinations and, 
when necessary, to promote oth-
er non-pharmaceutical measures, 
such as requiring the wearing of 
masks and social distancing.

 More than 40 countries have 
confirmed the presence of  Omi-
cron. In the UK, scientists have 
been increasingly expressing their 
concern about the new variant. 
Some have speculated there could 
be more than 1,000 cases in the 
country already, and that it could 
become the dominant variant 

lice statement said.
The election is a test of  stabili-

ty and democratic progress in the 
tiny West African country of  2.5 
million people. They hope it will 
help draw a line under the oppres-
sive 22-year rule of  former presi-
dent Yahya Jammeh, who lost to 
Barrow in 2016 and was forced 
into exile.

Earlier on Monday, Essa Mbye 
Faal accepted defeat, backtracking 
from his earlier announcement 
that he would reject the results be-
cause of  alleged problems at poll-
ing stations and other issues.

“I have called Adama Barrow 
for his electoral victory,” he said, 
without explaining his change of 
heart. “I told my supporters that 
we have lost the elections and we 
should accept the will of  God.”

The two remaining hold-out 
candidates have not said how they 
will proceed. They have cited alle-
gations of  problems at polling sta-
tions and other issues and said on 
Sunday that “all actions are on the 
table”.

Election observers from the Af-
rican Union said the election was 
conducted in line with internation-
al standards, while EU observers 
praised the transparency of  the 
voting and counting process.

Australia’s Central Bank resists urge to wind
down stimulus plan

A
ustralia’s central bank 
left interest rates at a su-
per-loose 0.1% on Tues-

day and stuck with its bond buying 
plans, resisting pressure to follow 
its U.S. counterpart in signaling an 
earlier winding down of  stimulus.

Wrapping up the last policy 
meeting of  the year, the Reserve 
Bank of  Australia’s (RBA) Board 
noted the emergence of  the Omi-
cron variant, but was confident it 
would not derail what has been a 
rapid economic recovery.

Crucially, while inflation had 
picked up it was still lower than 
in many other developed nations 
and likely to rise only gradually 
given the inertia evident in wages 
growth.

“The Board is committed to 
maintaining highly supportive 
monetary conditions to achieve 
its objectives,” said RBA Gover-
nor Philip Lowe. “This is likely to 
take some time and the Board is 
prepared to be patient.”

The central bank had surprised 
many last month by dropping 
a commitment to keeping bond 

yields low, so there was some 
speculation it could shift again by 
flagging an early end to its bond 
buying campaign.

The U.S. Federal Reserve 
wrongfooted markets last week by 
opening the door to a quicker ta-
pering of  its asset buying, and thus 
an earlier hike in interest rates.

Instead, the RBA Board stuck 
with plans to reconsider its bond 
purchases in February when it 
will hold A$350 billion ($246.51 
billion) of  Australian government 
debt.

Most analysts assume the Board 
will halve its buying to A$2 billion 
($1.41 billion) a week and cease by 
mid-year, though there was also a 
risk it could just stop altogether in 
February.

The RBA was upbeat on the 
economic outlook as high vacci-
nation rates allowed the lifting of 
coronavirus lockdowns.

The labour market is recovering 
far faster than expected with pay-
rolls in October higher than be-
fore the lockdowns began to bite 
in June and firms complaining of 

within weeks.
In today’s Science Weekly pod-

cast, to get an update on what 
we know about the Omicron var-
iant, and how quickly it might 
be spreading, Madeleine Finlay 
speaks to Nicola Davis, the Guard-
ian’s science correspondent.
Covid-19: How fast is the Omi-
cron variant spreading?  

By the way, as part of  his me-
dia round this morning, Dominic 
Raab, the UK government justice 
minister, has again insisted that 
there will be no need for any fur-
ther Covid restrictions in England.

 “We don’t think plan B is re-
quired. Why? Because of  the suc-
cess of  the vaccine programme.”

Overnight, the Belfast Telegraph 
has broken a story that fake vac-

cine certificates for use in North-
ern Ireland are being sold in Ire-
land. Allison Morris reports:

Fake vaccine cards are being 
sold online ahead of  the introduc-
tion of  fines for those in breach of 
the Covid certification scheme in 
Northern Ireland.

Blank vaccine cards that can be 
filled in with personal details are 
being sold by a man based in the 
Irish Republic for €50.

The reports are similar to claims 
last month that digital vaccine 
passes for Ireland were changing 
hands for €350. In Australia, sen-
ior health officials have rejected 
claims made by Queensland sena-
tor Gerard Rennick that Covid-19 
vaccinations amount to “experi-
menting” on children after the Lib-

eral senator questioned the safety 
of  the vaccine for children aged 
five to 11 in a Senate inquiry.

It comes after Rennick posted 
anti-vaccine content on Facebook 
making similar claims. At a fiery 
hearing on Tuesday, the head of 
the Therapeutic Goods Admin-
istration, John Skerritt, rejected 
suggestions it was “nothing much” 
for children to catch Covid-19 and 
warned that misinformation was 
hindering its work. The chair of 
the Senate Covid-19 committee, 
Labor’s Katy Gallagher, urged 
Rennick to “talk to a few parents 
whose children have struggled to 
breathe with Covid”, suggesting 
he “give [her] a call” – in reference 
to her daughter’s struggle with the 
illness.

not enough workers.
Job advertisements surged 7.4% 

in November alone, to reach their 
highest in more than 13 years.

Retail sales have rocketed high-
er as consumers were set free of 
lockdowns, and there is plenty to 
spend after months of  forced fru-
gality.

CBA chief  economist Stephen 
Halmarick estimates around 
A$240 billion in excess savings 
was amassed during the lock-
downs, pointing to a bumper 
Christmas shopping season.

Using electronic card sales data 
combined with Google search 
terms, CBA estimates household 
spending intentions climbed 2.1% 
in November, from the previous 
month, to recover all the ground 
lost since the start of  the pandem-
ic.

Booming house prices have 
added to potential spending pow-
er, with the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics estimating values grew 
A$1 trillion in just the six months 
to September.

($1 = 1.4198 Australian dollars)

Gambia PoliceGambia PoliceGambia Police
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lans are underway to Phave the Super Eagles 
m ove  t h e i r  h o m e 

g a m e s  t o  A b u j a  a f t e r 
Dangote Group handed over 
the rehabilitated Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja to the Ministry of  
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
Development. 

C o n t r a c t o r s ,  A r o n 
Nigeria Limited, handed over 
the rehabilitated stadium to 
the Minister of  Youth and 
Sports Development, Sunday 
Dare, on Friday. 

The rehabilitation work 
was carried out on the main 
bowl pitch and scoreboard. 

Dare had clamoured for 
the return of  the Eagles to 
Abuja on several occasions, 
stating the need to have a 
permanent home stadium.

o b e r t RLewandowski was 
unconvinced by 

Lionel Messi's tribute to 
him at last week's Ballon 
d'Or ceremony, when the 
Bayern Munich star called 
his rival's comments 'empty 
words'.

M e s s i ,  3 4 , 
controvers ia l ly  teased 
Lewandowski, 33, about 
the 2021 award, with many 
fans and pundits arguing 
that the Polish marksman 
deserved the award more.

The Bayern Munich 
striker was the standout 
performer of  2020 and was 
cruelly denied the Ballon 
d'Or that year as it was 
canceled due to Covid.

In  h i s  acce ptance 
s p e e c h ,  M e s s i 
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t 
Lewandowski deserved the 
2020 award and called on 
event organizers France 
Football to hand the Pole 
his gong afterwards.

“Robert, you deserve 
your Ballon d'Or. Last year 
everyone agreed that you 
were the big winner of  this 

award,” he said.
However, the 33-year-

old was unimpressed by 
Messi's comments, calling 
t h e m  “ e m p t y  wo r d s ” 
before insisting he doesn't 
care about a token reward.

“I'm not that excited 
about getting the 2020 
award,” Lewandowski told 

Kanale Sportowym via 
marca.

' I  w o u l d  l o v e  i t ' 
[Messi's 2020 Ballon d'Or 
statement] to be a sincere 
and courteous statement 
from a great player and not 
just empty words.”

Ref lect ing on las t 
w e e k ' s  n e a r  m i s s , 

Lewandowski said: “I felt 
sad. I can't deny it.

'I can't say I was happy, 
on the contrary. I have a 
feeling of  sadness. Of  
course, to be so close, to 
compete with Messi, I 
respect how he plays and 
what he has achieved. Just 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  c o u l d 
compete with him shows 
me the level I could reach.'

Lewandowsk i  has 
scored 130 goals in 108 
games since the start of  the 
2019-20 season, and his 
missing top prize will serve 
as  mot ivat ion  for  h i s 
Bayer n Munich team-
mates, Thomas Muller 
revealed.

Looking back at the 
a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y , 
Lewandowski admitted he 
felt 'sadness' about missing 
out on

“From a Bavarian, 
Polish and also German 
point of  view, the Ballon 
d'Or presentation  was 
certainly a disappointment, 
for some even a bit more,” 
said Muller after the result.

home games at the Godswill 
Akpabio  Stadium Uyo, 
Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium, 
B e n i n  a n d  A d o k i y e 
Amiesimaka Stadium, Port 
Harcourt. 

They however made a 
return to Lagos after 10 years 
and for the first time for a 
competitive match in 20 years 
when they played Lesotho in 
the 2022 World Cup qualifier 
a t  t h e  Te s l i m  B a l o g u n 
Stadium on March 30. 

They ended up playing 
their remaining World Cup 
qualifiers and the 2021 Africa 
Cup of  Nations qualifiers in 
Lagos. 

While the Eagles were 
hoping to make the Teslim 
Balogun Stadium their new 
home, news emerged last 
week that the Confederation 

of  African Football had 
banned the stadium from 
hosting matches. 

In a letter dated October 
17, which was sent to the 
Secretary-General of  the 
Nigeria Football Federation, 

ille midfielder, Renato LSanches has given 
Arsenal boss Mikel 

Arteta the green light ahead of  
the January transfer window.

T h e  P o r t u g a l 
international has endured a 
rollercoaster career winning 
two Bundesl iga t i t les  at 
B aye r n  M u n i c h ,  b e f o r e 
flopping at Swansea City.

The 24-year -old  has 
rediscovered his top-flight 
form, returning to glory in 
Ligue 1 with Lille last season.

But Sanches has admitted 
he is ready to move away from 
the French side in favour of  
Europe's elite.

Arsenal are reportedly 
interested in the former 
Bayern man, with Mikel 
Arteta keen to bolster his 
midfield.

Sanches acknowledged 
t h e  G u n n e r s '  i n t e r e s t , 
revealing he had spoken with 
his agent about a potential 
offer.

'Milan and Arsenal are 
maybe interested, I spoke with 
my agent about it but I can't 
s ay  a n y  m o r e, '  h e  t o l d 

L'Equipe, via Get french 
Football News. 'I just know 
I'm ready.

'If  the offer arrives I'll 
evaluate it. Milan are a great 
club  historic, classy. I really 
like them.'

But Arsenal face a battle 
w i t h  AC  M i l a n  f o r  t h e 
Por tuguese  mid f i e lder ' s 
signature, as the Serie A side 
have reportedly submitted an 
undisclosed offer for the 
Po r t u g a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
according to a report in France 
last month.

Sanches impressed in 29 
appearances for the French 
side last season and the 
Gunners have reportedly 
made their interest in Sanches 
known to his representatives, 
while Lille's hierarchy are also 

d d i e  H e a r n  h a s Esuggested Anthony 
J o s h u a  w o u l d  b e 

willing to step aside and allow 
Tyson Fury to face Oleksandr 
Usyk for £40million after 
entering talks with the Gypsy 
King's team over a potential 
deal.

J o s h u a  w a s  b e a t e n 
conclusively by Usyk at the 
end of  September, losing his 
unified heavyweight titles via 
unanimous decision on a 
disappointing night at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

Two weeks after that 
humbling he opted to trigger 
his immediate rematch clause, 
and Hearn expected the return 
bout to take place either in 
March or April next year.

However, in recent weeks 
talk has surfaced of  Joshua 
instead accepting an offer to 
step aside for a potential 
showdown between Usyk and 
Fury, which would crown the 
first undisputed heavyweight 

champion in over two decades.
Now Hearn, AJ's long-

time promoter, has named his 
man's price to let Fury and 
U s y k  s c r a p  i t  o u t  f o r 
heavyweight supremacy next 
year.

The Matchroom chief  
told Boxing King Media: 
'Seven figures? A million? If  
you want to get him not to fight 
Oleksandr Usyk you have to 
times that by 40…

'At the moment there is 
communication between the 
t w o  t e a m s  t o  s a y  i s  i t 
something, and the answer is 
AJ has not been spoken about 
this yet.

'I'll deal with it and when I 
feel there's an opportunity for 
A n t h o n y  a n d  2 5 8 
(Management) we'll sit down 
with them and present it to 
them but I won't do that until 
it's the right opportunity.

'If  there's a route and an 
offer and it makes sense then 
we'll see but right now, it's just 
conversations between the 
camps.'

said to be aware.
His contract expires next 

summer and the Ligue 1 club 
are reportedly considering 
cashing in on their prized asset 
during the winter transfer 
window, if  they receive a 
sufficient offer.

Ar teta currently has 
Thomas Partey, Albert Sambi 
Lokonga, Ainsley Maitland-
Niles and Mohamed Elneny at 
his disposal to fuel his engine 
room.

But the Gunners boss 
could look to bolster his ranks 
in January as Granit Xhaka 
has been ruled out until the 
New Year with a knee injury, 
while Partey and Elneny will 
be missing as they head to the 
African Cup of  Nations.

Mohammed Sanusi, CAF 
said the stadium “lacks the 
C A F  c r i t e r i a  a n d 
requirements in order to 
properly host international 
competitions”. 

The letter signed by CAF 

Development Director Raul 
Chipenda said the stadium 
failed to implement the 
recommendations addressed 
to the NFF after the previous 
inspection. 

The Eagles last played at 
the Abuja stadium in 2012 

“It is my wish that the 
Super Eagles and indeed the 
national teams of  Nigeria, 
l i k e  e l s ew h e r e,  h ave  a 
permanent venue to play their 
matches rather than playing 
from one place to another,” 
Dare said last month while 
speaking to State House 
correspondents. 

“There are great benefits 
for countries' national teams 
to have a particular venue 
where the players understand 
very well. I believe very soon 
the Super Eagles will be 
playing their matches in 
A b u j a  o r  L a g o s  i f  t h e 
national stadium is fully 
ready too.” 

In the last 10 years, the 
Eagles have played their 
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Eagles to play home games in Abuja after stadium renovation
…Minister supports move to nation's capital

Arsenal handed Renato Sanchez
boost amidst Lille exit hint

Lewandowski dubs Messi's Ballon d'Or tribute
'empty words'

Fury vs Usyk: AJ may
demand £40million to
step aside
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adio Mane was livid 

Sat his compatriot 
Edouard Mendy's 

exclusion from the 30-
name shortlists for Ballon 
d'Or nominees.

Eyebrows were raised 
when Chelsea decided to 
sign Edouard Mendy to 
seemingly replace the 

ewis Hamilton has Lsold his New York 
City penthouse for a 

whopping $49.5 million 
(£37.26 million) bagging 
himself  an impressive $5.6 
million (£4.22 million) 
since purchasing the lavish 
hotspot in 2017.

The racing driver, 36, 
listed the property for $57 
million (£42.90 million) in 
February 2019,  before 
dropping his price for a 
mystery buyer who went 
incognito through a Seattle 
shell company, as stated in 
property records.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
listing, the penthouse is 'the 
crown jewel of  the building, 
an enclave of  exclusivity in 
the heart of  Northwest 
Tribeca'.

Measuring over 12,000 
interior and exterior square 
feet, the penthouse features 

f i v e  b e d r o o m s ,  s i x 
b a t h r o o m s,  t w o  h a l f  
bathrooms, 20 foot soaring 
ceilings, multiple terraces, a 
p lunge  pool ,  and  two 
dedicated parking spaces.

W i t h  n e i g h b o u r s 
including The Weeknd, 
Justin Timberlake, Jessica 
Biel, Harry Styles, Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Rebel Wilson 
and Meg Ryan, it occupies 
three levels with direct 
building elevator access and 
a separate and private 
elevator.

The building was a 
19th-century book bindery 
factory including pine 
beams with steel fittings and 
s e v e n t e e n  r e s t o r e d 
windows.

T h e  w i n d o w e d 
C h r i s t o p h e r  Pe a c o c k 
kitchen is outfitted with a 
Calacatta marble island, 
dual  dishwashers,  s ix-

burner Wolf  range with grill 
top, side-by-side 36-inch-
w i d e  S u b z e r o 
refrigerator/freezer, and a 
Gaggenau wine refrigerator.

Fo r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e 
occupants of  the building, 
there's a 70-foot indoor 
swimming pool, a fitness 
center and Turkish bath, a 
5 , 0 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t 
landscaped roof  terrace and 
lush central courtyard.

T h e  H e r t f o r d s h i r e 

native won't be homeless in 
New York, since he also 
owns another bachelor 
penthouse at nearby Vestry 
St, which he splashed $40.7 
million (£30.64 million) on 
back in 2017.

It comes after the BBC 
said it will not announce its 
s h o r t l i s t  f o r  S p o r t s 
Personality Of  The Year 
until next week  boosting 
Lewis's chances of  winning 
the award for a third time.

world's most expensive 
g o a l k e e p e r  K e p a 
Ar r i zzaba laga  in  the 
summer of  2020. The 
Senegal international has, 
h ow e ve r,  p r ove d  h i s 
doubters wrong with stellar 
performances in a Blue 
shirt.

Mendy kept nine clean 

sheets in 12 Champions 
League games last season, 
including in the final as 
Chelsea beat Manchester 
City for the grand trophy. 
W h i l e  p l a y e r s  l i k e 
M o h a m e d  S a l a h  a r e 
nominated for the famed 
Ballon d'Or, Mendy's name 
wasn't included, which has 

come as a surprise.
T h e  k e e p e r  h a s 

continued his fine form 
with Chelsea this season, 
barely conceding any goals 
in the process. The Blues sit 
on top of  the Premier 
League going into the 
international break. He 
also starred in Senegal's 
World Cup qualification 
c a m p a i g n ,  p l ay i n g  a 
crucial role in their 4-1 win 
over Namibia.

H e  p l aye d  i n  t h e 
national side along with 
Liverpool star Sadio Mane, 
who  was  l iv id  a t  h i s 

h e  O g u n  S t a t e Tc h a p t e r  o f  t h e 
S p o r t s  Wr i t e r s 

Association of  Nigeria 
(SWAN) Week Committee 
k icked of f  i t s  annual 
SWAN Week

T h e  a n n u a l  e ve n t 
returned with a bang as 
sports writers across Ogun 
s t a t e  w i l l  ex p e c t e d ly 
converge on the MKO 
A b i o l a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Stadium, Kuto, Abeokuta 
to celebrate their week.

The event according to 
a release by the Ogun 
SWAN Week Committee 
headed by the Secretary of  
the association, Michael-

Azeez Ogunsiji , would 
start with a health walk 
from the NUJ Secretariat, 
Iwe-Irohin press centre to 
MKO Abiola International 
Stadium, Kuto, Abeokuta.

There will be a novelty 
match  be tween  Ogun 
S WA N  m e m b e r s  a n d 
members of  the Ogun State 
House of  Assembly on 
Thursday, 9th December, 
2021 at the main bowl of  
the MKO Abiola stadium, 
Kuto, Abeokuta by 4pm.

T h e  w e e k  w i l l  b e 
r o u n d e d  o f f  w i t h  a n 
Award/Gala  Ni t e  on 
Friday, 10th December, 
2021 at the ASUSS Hall, 
Abiola way Abeokuta by 
7pm.

bia State Governor 

AD r .  O k e z i e 
I k p e a z u  h a s 

rewarded Enyimba FC for 
S u n d a y ' s  C A F 
Confederation Cup victory 
against Al Ittihad SC.

Enyimba on Sunday 
prevailed 2-0 against their 
Libyan opponents in the 
play-off  tie at the Enyimba 
S t a d i u m  w i t h  S a d i q 
Abubakar  and  Vic to r 
Mbaoma goals.

And in a gesture of  
appreciation and support, 
Dr. Ikpeazu has rewarded 
the team with a mouth-
w a t e r i n g  f i n a n c i a l 
donation.

Chairman of  Enyimba 
FC, Chief  Felix Anyansi 
Agwu acknowledged the 

donation, saying: “We 
cannot thank our Governor 
enough for this immense 
gift. We are all very happy 
about it and I know that this 
will go a long way to sustain 
the positive spirit that is in 
the team.

“Our Governor has 
always held this team dear 
to his heart and this gesture 
shows how dearly he loves 
the club. On our part, we 
will continue to work hard 
to bring glory to this great 
State.”

In a similar vein, former 
Governor of  Abia State, 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu has 
redeemed his pledge to the 
team for Sunday's win.

S e n a t o r  K a l u  h a d 
promised to reward the 
team with one million naira 
for a win, and following 
Sunday's result, has duly 
fulfilled the pledge.

“We are very thankful 
to the former Governor for 
remembering Enyimba at 

this crucial stage. Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu is a man 
whose love for football has 
never been in doubt that is 
why he is a Pillar of  Sports 
in Africa. His gift is a big 
boost  to the players,” 
Anyansi said.

I n  a  r e l a t e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e 
Confederation of  African 
Football (CAF) has ruled 
that the first between Al 
I t t ihad  o f  L ibya  and 
Enyimba must hold on the 
weekend of  December 17 
to 19.

CAF shifted the first leg 
the game indefinitely after 
Enyimba was refused entry 
into Tunis via Morocco due 
to Covid-19 protocols. But 
the continental soccer 
ruling in a correspondence 
t o  b o t h  t e a m s  a n d 
confirmed by a top official 
of  Enyimba, the game must 
now hold at a yet-to-be-
determined venue on the 
stipulated weekends.

exclusion from the 30-man 
nominees list for the Ballon 
d'Or prize. Sport Witness 
posted Mane's comment as 
relayed to Onze Mondial, 
a s  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s 
disbelief  over Mendy's 
exclusion.

M a n e  s a i d ,  “ I t ' s 
inadmis s ib l e.  I  don ' t 
u n d e r s t a n d  i t .  I t ' s 
regrettable”.

Further, Mendy was 
directly asked about his 
name missing from the list. 
T h e  k e e p e r  i n s t e a d 
expressed his happiness at 
his nomination for the Lev 
Yashin trophy.

Mendy said, “As I've 
said, I'm honestly already 
very proud to represent my 
country among the 10 best 
goalkeepers in the world. 

In a year, it's already a very 
good thing. I'm not resting 
on my laurels, I have a lot 
of  ambit ions,  but  i t ' s 
already a good step.

“Then ,  the re  w i l l 
always be debates, whether 
it be about me or someone 
e l s e.  I t ' s  s i m p l y  t h e 
journalists' freedom of  vote 
and their  f reedom of  
expression, and you have to 
respect that”.

Mendy has proven 
himself  at a big club such as 
Chelsea and showed his 
mettle on the big stage. He 
i s  T h o m a s  T u c h e l ' s 
undisputed choice in goal, 
and with another good 
season this term, he might 
f i n d  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e 
nominees' list next year.
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Mendy's absence from Ballon d'Or
nomination baffles Sadio Mane

Ikpeazu, Kalu reward Enyimba
after Ittihad win

Hamilton sells his New York penthouse
for $49.5m

2021 Ogun SWAN Week
begins
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 man is known not by 

Awhat he constantly 
does,  but  by  the 

innovation he brings to bear 
upon his town.

I n n o v a t i o n  i s  t h e 
unrelenting drive to break the 
status quo and develop anew 
where few have dared to go.

Ebubemba Ikeduru is a 
man whose concatenation of  
innovation and creativity is 
perfect match. Innovation is 
thinking up new things while 
creativity is doing new things. 
He thought about bringing 
the Ofala to Uzoagba people 
and Imo State and he is going 
to  do  i t  l i ke  no  o the r, 
especially that the beauty of  
the culture surrounding the 
anniversary will adorn the 
landscape and mindscape of  
the day. Think Ofala, think 
Ebubemba Ikeduru.

 After the event with all 
the packages, laced in well 
lined up activities, one will 
have no other thinking of  
Ofala than this one being 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  I m o  b y 
Ebubemba Ikeduru.

W h a t  E b u b e m b a 
Ikeduru imagined when he 
decided to bring the Ofala 
down to our State in coming 
to reality.

T h e  p o w e r  o f  
imagination often creates the 
illusion where the vision 
could go much farther than 
the naked eye could actually 
see.  Do not  forget  that 
i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  m o r e 
important than knowledge 
because it will often carry us 
to worlds that never were. 

Indeed, with Ebubemba 
Ikeduru's kind of  Ofala 
anniversary, you will agree 

with me that the world is the 
canvass of  our imagination.  
Come 30th December, 2021, 
that reality and imagination 
would have come to palpable 
visibility.

The Ofala anniversary 
will break new grounds of  
celebration in Imo State. 
Watch the dimension of  
c e l e b r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e 
Ebubemba Ikeduru type of  
Ofala. 

"Understanding what 
Ofala means having being 
married to Anambra woman, 
I want to introduce that 
system of  celebration to 
Uzoagba Ikeduru and Imo 
State in general".

In that event, there will be 
r ecogn i t ion  o f  t a l en t s, 
especially those who have 
made concer ted  e f for t s 
towards maintaining peace in  
Uzoagba community. The 
Ofala will remain memorable 
a n d  u n i q u e  w i t h  t h e 
personalities that will grace 
the occasion. 

The Ikeduru council of  
traditional rulers, led by 
HRH, Eze Peter Nwanjoku, 
E z e  U r i  I I  o f  U m u r i , 
Amaimo in Ikeduru, plus all 
the Ezes in Ikeduru and other 
renowned traditional rulers 
from Anambra state will also 
be in attendance.

It is important to inform 
you that Eze Uzu na Ichida, 
the man that makes Ichida 
great will be there live to 
perform. Of  course, you 
cannot have an Ofala without 
the presence of  Eze Uzu na 
Ichida, it means that the 
Ofala is not complete. His 
coming endorses the reality 
of  the Ofala anniversary. 

Actors and actresses, top 
musicians and comedians in 
Igbo land will be there. The 
likes of  Anyi-Ichaka, KC 
Voice, Nonsonkwa etc. The 

members of  Uzoagba Stars 
Club of  Nigeria will have full 
presence on the Ofala day. 
There  wi l l  be  d i f fe rent 
cultural dancing groups to 

make the day a memorable 
one.

The event will not be 
complete if  the second citizen 
of  Imo State is not there. The 
deputy governor of  Imo 
State, Prof. Placid Njoku who 
is from Ikeduru will be there 
to relish the anniversary. 

Of  course, if  there's 
anything you will take for 
granted, it is that adequate 
security shall be provided 
while the event lasts.

Today, there's no Ofala 
anniversary in Imo without 
having to mention Ebubemba 
Ikeduru as the initiator and 
the manner in which it will be 
celebrated, actually makes 
the Ofala anniversary what it 
should be, coming highly 
r e c o m m e n d e d ,  s o  t h a t 
anywhere one finds an Ofala 
anniversary in Imo and that 
d o e s n ' t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e 
description of  what is going 
to  happen  on  the  30 th 
December, 2021, that Ofala 
will need to go through the 
wheels to confirm the worth 
of  that event. As the people of  
Ikeduru and other invited 
guests countdown to the 
event, it is expected that 
e v e r y o n e  p u t s  o n  t h e 
traditional toga of  Ofala 
celebration.

Ebubemba Ikeduru

Think Ofala anniversary, think
Ebubemba Ikeduru

“The power of  imagination often creates the illusion 
where the vision could go much farther than the naked 
eye could actually see. Do not forget that imagination 
is more important that knowledge because it will often 

carry us to worlds that never were.

Mkpuri mmiri is forbidden
in our varsity– Prof. Elom

Speak up against sexual,
gender based violence
– Imo First Lady to women 


