
@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  WEDNESDAY 22 – THURSDAY 23, DECEMBER, 2021   VOL. 2 NO. 148

The fresh news people

Pg. 6

Painful Christmas
...As insurgency, banditry, kidnapping threaten season 

We’ll fight Mkpuru Mmiri as
enabler of insecurity – NOA

Abia Police turns residents to
ATM

Jungle
justice
resurfaces
in S’ East

Uzodimma charges new commissioners on dedication

ASUU accuses Buhari's
govt of blackmail

Governor Hope Uzodinma of Imo State (m) with the newly sworn-in commissionersGovernor Hope Uzodinma of Imo State (m) with the newly sworn-in commissionersGovernor Hope Uzodinma of Imo State (m) with the newly sworn-in commissioners

Pg. 13

Pg. 13

Pg. 13

Pg. 10, 11 Pg. 13

Buhari



News Echo 

  

Wednesday 22 - Thursday 23  December, 2021   

               

                                  Page 2 

NEWS

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

F
ollowing thorough 
monitoring of  the ac-
tivities of  police of-

ficers within Aba and its en-
virons, facts are out to prove 
that the Ndiegoro Police Di-
vision (Cameroun Barracks) 
and the Eziama Police Di-
vision are currently making 
life unbearable for residents 
of  Aba.

News Echo reports that 
from East Street to Ngwa 
Road, one of  the jurisdic-
tions of  the Ndiegoro Police 
Division, the officers of  the 
station now mount three dif-
ferent checkpoints for extor-
tionist activities.

With one located just a 

Christmas: Ndiegoro, Eziama Police Divisions 
turn Aba residents to ATM

few metres away from their 
station at Cameroun Road 
by East Street, another one at 
Our Lady of  Lourdes Catho-
lic Church at Etche Road 
by East Street, another one 
is also located around Ulasi 
Street.

In those three different 
checkpoints, the officers of 
the Ndiegoro Police Divi-
sion are busy extorting tri-
cycle riders, bus drivers and 
other residents of  different 
amounts with boldness. 

A resident, Ekene Emordi 
said that the activities of  the 
police officers from the Ndie-
goro Police Division should 
be looked into and called on 
Abia State Commissioner of 
Police to call the DPO there 
to order. 

“They stopped the non-
sense after some journal-
ists reported the matter two 
months ago, but since last 
week, they’ve come out bold-
ly again. 

“Nobody is against police 
standing on the road here, but 
why must they be collecting 
N100 from every tricycle and 
bus from all the loading bays 
in this area? 

“Yes, this place is the zone 
of  cultists and police pres-
ence is necessary, but must 
police collect money from us 
to protect us? Are they not 
been paid salaries? 

“We even read the other 
day that their salaries have 
been increased by 20% which 
will take effect from next 
year. 

“Why are they this greedy? 
Especially this Ndiegoro Po-
lice where every DPO who 
comes here see transporters 
as his workshop. What’s 
wrong with the police? 

In a similar situation, the 
Eziama Police Division 
which of  recent is now known 
for all manner of  illegal activ-
ities including the recent rape 
of  an Abia Polytechnic fe-
male Student has intensified 
its own extortionist activities. 

From Ahia-Udele axis 
to Georges Street by Aba/
Ikot-Ekpene Highway, the of-
ficers of  the station are seeing 
extorting motorists of  their 
hard-earned money with 
reckless abandon.

One activity the station 

Ugwuanyi  bans unauthorised social, 
sporting activities in public institutions 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has raised the 

alarm over attempts by some 
unpatriotic and callous in-
dividuals to vandalise and 
steal the facilities put in place 
by the state government in 
academic institutions at the 
basic, secondary and tertiary 
levels for the advancement of 
education in the state. 

To this end, the state gov-
ernment has banned unau-
thorized social, sporting ac-
tivities in state government 
owned educational  institu -
tions.

A statement by the State 

Commissioner for Educa-
tion, Professor Uche Eze, 
noted that the unpatriotic 
and callous acts were inim-
ical to the untiring efforts of 
Ugwuanyi’s administration 
in vigorously pursuing quality 
education for the children of 
the state.

According to the state-
ment, “the state government 
has invested heavily in the 
construction, renovation and 
equipping of  educational in-
stitutions at the basic, second-
ary and tertiary levels. 

The Commissioner there-
fore announced that “the 
state government has directed 
that no social or sporting ac-
tivities organised by any per-
son or group shall take place 

Man slumps, dies in Aba
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
yet to be identified 
man, physically ad-
judged to be within 

his mid-sixties in the morning 
of  Tuesday, 21st December 
2021, fell on the road, hit his 
head on the tarmac and died. 

News Echo visited the 
scene of  the incident by 8 am 
just an hour after the incident 
that took place adjacent to 
Aba General Hospital and 
barely two minutes foot walk 
to the Aba Area Command 
and discovered that the man 
got no help at all.

Some residents who spoke 
to News Echo said they were 
afraid of  rendering help to 
the man, but made efforts to 
inform people on duty at both 
the General Hospital Aba and 
the Aba Area Command, but 

no answer or help came. 
Our reporter on the ground 

discovered that the man was 
making his journey with two 
travel bags one popularly 
known as “Ghana Must Go” 
while the black bag was on 
his right hand when he fell at 
No 26 Jubilee Road, Aba and 
died there instantly.

A resident of  the area told 
News Echo that at 6 am on 
Tuesday when he came out to 
fetch water, there was no dead 
body at that spot.

“I came out early morning 
to fetch water across the street 
here and I didn’t see anything. 
We have a place we cook 
there and I was shocked to be 
returning after fetching water 
to see that someone died here. 

“I don’t know what to link 
it to, but with the two bags, it 
looks as though he was travel-
ling. If  you look closer you’ll 
see a bloodstain in his mouth 
and on the tarmac where his 

mouth laid which could be a 
sign of  the impact of  the fall.

“However, the distance be-
tween his “Ghana Must Go” 
bag and where he fell shows 
that he either dropped the bag 
while struggling or he was hit 
by something from behind. 

“This requires serious in-
vestigation from both police 
and medical experts to ascer-
tain his health condition first 
or if  he was hit by something. 

“But it’s unfortunate that 
for an hour since this incident 
occurred not a single ambu-
lance from the General Hos-
pital or a single police officer 
from the Area Command and 
Central Police Station that are 
just here have shown face. 

“This is how worthless 
human lives have become in 
Nigeria. If  you as an individ-
ual go there to make an entry 
now, they’ll keep inviting you 
on a matter you know noth-
ing about”.Pope Francis appoints Archbishop Nwachukwu

Permanent UN observer
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has sent a warm 

message of  congratulations 
to a Catholic Archbishop, 
His Excellency, Most Rev. 
Fortunatus Nwachukwu on 
his latest appointment by 
Pope Francis as Permanent 
Observer of  the Holy See to 
the United Nations Office 
and other Specialized Insti-

tutions in Geneva.
The Pope also appointed 

Archbishop Nwachukwu as 
Permanent Observer to the 
World Trade Organization 
and the Representative of  the 
Holy See to the International 
Migrations Organization.

Most Rev Nwachukwu is 
currently the Papal Ambassa-
dor to the Caribbeans, having 
moved there from Nicaragua 
where he was Papal  Ambas-
sador and Dean of  the Dip-
lomatic Corps. He will take 
office at the United Nations 
in March 2022. 

In his congratulatory 
message to the Archbishop 
signed by his Chief  Press Sec-
retary, Onyebuchi Ememan-
ka, Governor Ikpeazu noted 
that the people of  Abia State 
are proud that the sterling 
credentials of  their son have 
yet again been recognized at 
the highest global diplomatic 
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stage.
“From his ordination as 

a Catholic Priest at St. Eu-
gene’s Aba in 1984 and his 
enrolment into the Vatican 
Diplomatic  Service in 1994 
till date”, Archbishop Nwa-
chukwu has grown in stature 
onto the global stage holding 
very high and sensitive offices 
at the highest level in the glob-
al Catholic Church including 
Chief  of  Protocols at the Vat-
ican as well as being appoint-
ed Titular Archbishop of  Aq-
uaviva by Pope Benedict the 
16th. He has also served as a 
Vatican diplomat in several 
countries of  the world”, the 
Governor recalled.

 Ikpeazu described the 
new Vatican Ambassador 
to the United Nations as a 
great scholar who represents 
one of  the finest intellectuals 
in the religious world and 
whose credentials speak vol-

henceforth in any of  the state 
public educational institutions 
without the written approval 
of  the Hon. Commissioner 
for Education upon a request 
through the appropriate board 
or parastatals”.

The state government fur-
ther directed heads of  pri-
mary, secondary and tertiary 
institutions to henceforth en-
sure the proper clearing of  the 
school environment and re-
striction of  unauthorised en-
trance into the school premis-
es to avoid any fire outbreak 
this harmattan season. 

“All heads of  primary, sec-
ondary and tertiary institu-
tions are, therefore, directed 
to ensure strict compliance”,  
Eze said.

now derives joy in getting 
into is the issue of  searching 
people’s bags and phones be-
tween Onyeador Close and 
Aba Waterside Bridge, Og-
bor-Hill.

“Immediately it’s 6:30 pm 
the Eziama Police Division 
officers will become like wild 
dogs at the Waterside Bridge. 
I wonder who gave the police 
this order of  searching bags 
and phones. 

“If  they just see a young 
man who looks clean and 
dressed well, they’ll start 
harassing the person. This 
station is supposed to be 
more serious considering the 
seriousness of  the area where 
it’s located but I don’t think 
police officers at the station 

wants to serve. 
“They just want to make 

money and that’s a pity. See 
what they do to youths here 
every evening and nobody is 
saying anything,” Mr. Chuk-
wuemeka Aneke, a butcher at 
Ahia-Udele said.

The residents demand that 
the Divisional Police Officers 
in charge of  the Ndiegoro Po-
lice Division and the Eziama 
Police Division be called to 
order so they can teach their 
boys how to police profes-
sionally. 

Efforts to reach Abia Po-
lice Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) SP Geoffrey Ogbon-
na to react to the situation 
failed as his mobile line failed 
to connect.

umes of  his sagacity.
The message contained, 

“ From his birth place in 
Ntigha in Isiala Ngwa North 
LGA and with no special 
background, Archbishop 
Nwachukwu’s story is one 
that will inspire young Abi-
ans that they can reach the 
zenith of  their chosen ca-
reers and get to the highest 
level of  the global stage with 
hardwork, determination 
and faith in God”. Ikpeazu 
added.

Governor Ikpeazu further 
expressed  confidence  that 
the Archbishop will bring to 
this present assignment, high 
level of  diligence, integrity 
and long years of  diplomatic 
experience that have defined 
his career over the years while 
assuring the Archbishop of 
the continuous prayers of  the 
people of  Abia State in his 
current assignment.

Covid- 19:  Umahi flags off
administration of vaccine in Ebonyi

From  David Eze, Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has flagged-off 

massive COVID-19 vaccina-
tion of  Ebonyians and other 
residents in the State.

Flagging off  the cam-
paign, at the Christian Ec-
umenical Centre Abakaliki, 
Umahi encouraged Ebony-
ians to freely take the vac-
cines as they are effective 
and free of  side effects.

He called on Staff  of  the 
State Ministry of  Health and 
Local Government Chair-
men to step up efforts to en-
sure that the State reaches its 
landmark target in vaccine 
administration.

“We will work with the 
Local Government Chair-
men so that if  it is possible 
we will go house to house to 
administer the vaccines, we 

are almost the last, we have 
always come first in financial 
transparency and others, the 
Ministry of  Health will have 
no holiday, they will have to 
move from house to house.

The Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Daniel Ume-
zurike commended Gover-
nor David Nweze Umahi 
for his efforts at protecting 
Ebonyians from the conse-
quences of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.

We want to thank God 
because at the end of  every 
tunnel, there is a light and 
the invention of  COVID-19 
vaccine is like the light at the 
end of  the tunnel.

He announced that though 
the vaccination target for 
Ebonyi State is over one 
hundred thousand, about 94 
thousand persons have been 
administered the vaccine so 
far.
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residents engage criminals
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

B
arely a few days after 
a group of  angry res-
idents of  Aba, Abia 

State lynched two vigilante 
operatives for robbing and 
killing a young motor spare 
parts dealer, a suspected cult-
ist was burnt alive on Satur-
day evening.

The incident which took 
place at Port Harcourt Road 
by Ozuomba Street News 
Echo gathered was as a re-
sult of  hot chase from some 
residents who pursued the 
suspected cultist in his tricycle 
and caught up with him.

Some angle of  the infor-
mation gathered from eye-
witnesses has it that the burnt 
body was a tricycle rider who 
conveyed some members of 
the dreaded Aro-Cult that 
has been terrorizing residents 
of  the Uratta-Port Harcourt 
Road axis of  the city.

“He was their driver. They 
went somewhere to snatch 
people’s bags and steal as 
usual simply because they 
noticed that the road is now a 
little bit motorable since har-
mattan came. 

“They finished, but were 
given a hot chase by angry 
residents who shot at the tri-
cycle, it tumbled and caught 
fire while the guy tried to es-
cape and was lynched right 

inside there,” a resident who 
witnessed the incident told 
News Echo.

News Echo learnt that since 
the state government began 
some palliative measures that 
have seen vehicles now enter-
ing the dilapidated Port Har-
court up to the end of  Uratta 
junction, a serious battle has 
begun against the Aro-Cult 
group. 

Information gathered from 
residents shows that a cer-
tain new group of  boys in the 
city has declared serious war 
against the Aro cultists whom 
many allege are collaborating 
with some vigilante boys to 
wreak havoc on residents.

News Echo also learnt 
that the two vigilante mem-
bers who were lynched at 
Aba Railway off  Ogbonnaya 
Road on Wednesday got into 
trouble when they hid under 
the guise of  the Aro cultusts 
to kill a young motor parts 
dealer simply identified as 
Chisom. 

The late Chisom as gath-
ered was coming back with 
some huge amount of  mon-
ey and a brand new phone 
around 9 pm on Tuesday, 
14th of  December 2021 when 
the vigilante boys disguised 
as cultists, shot him, stole his 
money, phone and clothes 
and left him at the pool of  his 
own blood.

Unknown to them, the 

young man did not die imme-
diately, as he managed, strug-
gled and got to Umeasiegbu 
Street, Over-Rail Aba, just a 
few metres away from where 
he was shot and fell.

Some residents and pas-
sers-by who were chased 
away by the sound of  the gun 
identified him, informed his 
family and took him to a hos-
pital.

It was gathered that at the 
hospital before he died, he 
identified those who attacked 

him having lived in the area 
himself  and gave leads that 
warranted a hot pursuit of  the 
vigilante boys.

An impeccable source told 
News Echo that the hot pursuit 
which began in the wee hours 
of  Wednesday, 15th Decem-
ber 2021 led to the capture of 
two out of  the three vigilante 
boys that killed him, as the 
main leader of  the group ran 
away with the money they 
stole from late Chisom.

The source also told News 

Echo that Chisom’s clothes 
were found in the house of 
one of  the lynched vigilan-
te boys while his brand new 
phone he recently bought was 
found in the house of  the oth-
er vigilante.

According to the source, 
“When the boys saw his 
phone and clothes in their 
houses, that was when they 
began to say the truth. They 
have been beating and asking 
them to confess, but they re-
fused. 

“The boy they killed is the 
only son of  his family and the 
situation is painful to every-
body. He is a very hard-work-
ing young man who doesn’t 
look for trouble. 

“What happened to those 
criminals should serve as 
a huge deterrent to others 
that Aba is no longer ready 
to accommodate their likes.  
“More of  them will begin to 
die from next week because 
they’ve killed innocent people 
enough.”

Insecurity: NUJ appoints 
spiritual Director 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Leadership of  Nige-
ria Union of  Journal-
ists (NUJ), South East 

zone, has appointed an Onit-
sha based Prophet, Ikenna 
John Ofodile, as the Union 
Spiritual Director, Echo News

 gathered.
Prophet Ofodile, is the 

General Overseer of  City 
Of  Salvation International 
Ministry (COSIM), Federal 
Housing Estate 3-3 Onitsha, 
Anambra State.

According to the Union, the 
Prophet, who clocked 26 this 
year, will oversee the spiritual 
welfare of  members in the re-
gion, in the face of  insecurity 
bedeviling the country. The 
South East Zone, comprises; 
Anambra, Abia, Enugu, Imo 
and Ebonyi States.

 The Vice President of  NUJ 
(South East Zone), Comrade 
Emmanuel Ifesinachi, who 
made the announcement 
on Sunday night, during the 
Church annual Thanksgiving 
Service at City of  Salvation, 
said Prophet Ofodile, was se-
lected by the zonal leadership 
to direct, pray and protect the 
spiritual welfare of  Journal-

ists in the region. He said the 
Prophet, will be praying for 
all the members of  the Union 
in the face of  the current se-
curity challenges confronting 
the country. 

He described Ofodile as an 
obedient man of  God, who 
would want to do the will 
of  God, irrespective of  what 
man says. He said that the 
Prophet represents humility, 
and he is a representative of 
God on earth.

“Through him, so many 
souls have been saved; 
through him, so many op-
pressed persons have been 
delivered, in fact there are 
not enough words to describe 
him. “He is a great man of 
God. I have learnt to be hum-
ble like him, and he is an epit-
ome of  humility, in spite of 
his status and age.

In his brief  acceptance 
speech, Prophet Ofodile, 
thanked the Union for finding 
him worthy of  the appoint-
ment in the midst of  other 
Senior Prophets in Nigeria.

He promised that as an 
instrument of  God, he will 
continue to pray to God to 
protect journalists against 
gunmen, kidnapping, cultism 
and other social attacks.

F
or the first time in the 
history of  Imo State 
Civil Service, workers 

are to receive 100 per cent of 
their basic pay as 13th month, 
courtesy of  the generosity of  
Governor Hope Uzodimma.

Besides the 13th month 
pay and assurance for the 
immediate payment of  their 
December salary, the Gover-
nor has also promised to give 
the workers Christmas rice 
through their ministries while 
efforts are on top gear to ele-
vate deserving civil servants .

Uzodimma made this 
known to the workers during 
his interactive session with 
them at the Ndubuisi Kanu 
Square Owerri on Monday.

He said despite wrong as-
sumptions from certain quar-
ters, his administration has 
from inception held workers 
in high esteem and consid-
ered their welfare of  utmost 
priority.

The Governor recalled 
that the Secretariat was the  
first place he visited when 
he assumed office about 23 
months ago,  on January 29,  
2020, where he interfaced 
with workers on areas of 

challenges and the way for-
ward.

He told them that investiga-
tions into all outstanding pay-
ment of  salaries and pensions 
are ongoing and that soon it 
would be a thing of  the past 
and payments effected

Governor Uzodimma as-
sured that all verified 43, 000 
workers without issues will 
never be owed salaries by his 
government as he does not 
regard payment of  salary as 
achievement by any governor 
“because the worker deserves 
his wage.”  He also promised 
that  promotion issues will 
be looked into as long as the 
workers remain committed.

The Governor regretted 
that most of  the workers who 
have been going about black-
mailing his government are 
those who have issues, some 
of  them criminal, as some 
workers have been estab-
lished to be earning salary in 
two or three or more places.

Although the Governor 
contemplated calling their 
names before the army of 
civil servants at the venue, he 
later changed his mind and 
called on the Civil Service 

Commission to fashion out 
modalities on how  the af -
fected workers  will refund to 
the state government all they 
have defrauded it for years 
which is in hundreds of  mil-
lions of  naira.

Earlier in his address, the 
Head of  Service, Dr. Cami-
lus Iwuagwu, recalled the 
various ways the administra-
tion has improved the work-
force and welfare of  workers, 
particularly the automated 
payroll system, the prompt 

payment of  salaries and pen-
sions, the provision of  free 
Mass transit, the Civil serv-
ants Clinic, training of  work-
ers on capacity among many 
other things.

The new chairman of  NLC 
, Imo state, Rev. Philip Nwan-
si, commended the governor 
for being workers- friendly 
and he expressed confidence 
that all those with issues of 
unpaid salaries and pensions 
will in no distant period have 
reasons to rejoice.

Uzodimma to pay 13th month
salary to Imo workers

Former LGA boss bags award from NYCN
By Ikenna Orioha

F
ormer Executive Chair-
man of  Ngorkpala Lo-
cal Government Area, 

Hon. Evang. Chinwe Obin-
na, has been honored with 
an “Award of  Honor” by the 
members of  National Youth 
Council of  Nigeria (NYCN), 
Imo State chapter.

Presenting the award to 
Chinwe Obinna last week in 
Owerri, the immediate past 
Chairman of  the council, 
Comr. Isidore Chukwueme-
ka, said the award was due 
to his goodness to youths and 

immense contribution to the 
growth of  the council in Imo 
State. “You are God fearing. 
We are happy to share in your 
success. It is a thing of  honor 
and joy bestowing this merito-
rious medal of  honor to you”.

Speaking earlier, Imo State 
chapter Chairman of  NYCN, 
Barr. Comr. Ezinwanne 
Chimuanya Udoka, affirmed 
that the award “centred 
on your selfless service to 
the state, as well as your 
encouragement to the youths, 
especially on productivity, 
creativity, restfulness and 
positive conduct.
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C
hristmas is a time 
Christians all over the 
world; commemorate 

the birth of Jesus Christ. It’s a 
period for joyous celebrations. 
It is a time of goodwill and 
a season devoid of malice 
and rancor, a period of love 
and gifting, especially to the 
Christian faithful. It is a time 
when believers are expected to 
show gratitude to God for His 
goodness upon mankind. 

In this period of love and 
happiness, we should learn to 
forgive those who have sinned 
against us, as a complimentary 
to what Jesus Christ stands 
for. Even though, the Bible 
insists, it is the only condition 
for securing our forgiveness 
from God.  

However, for this year’s 
Christmas, the usual merry of 
the season is missing. Usually 
by this time, just 48 hours to 
the Christmas, the celebratory 
sensation has already been 
in the air with high stake 
preparations for the Christian 
faithful’s symbolic celebration 
of the birth of Jesus Christ.

In the past years, before or 
at about this time, persons 
and companies both private 
and public, especially banks, 
government of all strata and 
their agencies irrespective 
of the leadership faith bias, 
communities spend hundreds 
of millions highlighting the 
Christmas sensation with all 
forms of decorations, gifts, 
Christmas bonuses. It is also 
the peak of tourist visitations 
and the accruing of humongous 
monetary possibilities for 
certain societies able to harness 
their endowments.

But, very unfortunately, in 
the recent past years, poor, 
painful and agonizing serial 
Christmas celebrations have 
held sway with every year 

experiencing worse or more 
devastating festive season than 
the immediate past one.

Last year, precisely 2020, 
only a few Christians in the 
country had merely low scale 
Christmas celebration while 
many others had none at all, 
as movements were restricted; 
gatherings including markets 
and church services were 
banned. Though, it was largely 
blamed on the then, ravaging 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Quite surprising, this year, 
when the government claims to 
have firmly secured the nation 
against COVID-19 pandemic 
threats yet no merry in the 
people’s Christmas celebrations 
as most workers were neither 
paid their salaries and pensions 
arrears nor December salaries 
and pensions, even as cost of 
goods, services and commodities 
including petroleum products 
have been on continuous rise.  

Commuters and other 
Christmas travelers have had 
lots of problem, navigating 
their best roots even with the 
high cost of transportation, 
yet, rising spate of banditry, 
kidnapping and insurgence on 
our roads and communities, 
keep posing more threats 
to the already battered and 
frustrated society.

It is regrettably discomfort-
ing that the governments have 
failed woefully in its constitu-
tional and legitimate responsi-
bilities of revitalizing the na-
tion’s economy and securing 
lives and properties of its citi-
zenry as custodians of the peo-
ple’s trust.

We therefore submit that 
the government should quickly 
mobilise its security agencies into 
actions in order to give the citizens 
the required safety and confidence 
which the yuletide and New Year 
seasons yearn for.

Christmas 
without merry

Our TeamOur Team
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Madam Finance 
needs to give hope
T

he Minister of  Finance, 
Budget and National 
Planning, Zainab Ahmed, 

seems not to care whether 
Nigerians live or die, even when 
the international communities 
are concerned that citizens 
of  developing countries must 
survive the vicissitudes of  
COVID-19 by donating funds 
and vaccines. It was reported 
last week that the World 
Bank announced $93 billion 
for Nigeria and other 73 low-
income countries to respond 
to the COVID-19 crisis and 
build a greener, more resilient 
and inclusive future. That is, 
the concern that people in poor 
countries must be assisted to live. 
Our finance minister recently 
announced that petroleum 
subsidy will be removed in 
January 2022 which created 
panic amongst the poor who 
will suffer the brunt of  the high 
cost of  transportation, food, 
shelter and living generally. The 
dust has not settled before she 
announced again that Nigerians 
must brace up for more taxes and 
levies! These are not good news 
for already traumatised citizens.

The citizens and businesses 
are just coming out of  the 
hardship unleashed by 
COVID-19 while the economy 
has also, justifiably, been sluggish 
in picking up. Why would our 
government feel we must adjust 
downward into greater poverty 
when it should assist us to move 
up. If  the economy is struggling 
with low revenue, the Minister 
of  Finance should know that 
businesses that will pay higher 
taxes and citizens whose incomes 
have fallen are the ones that need 
to be assisted to perform better 
to be able to pay more. Taxes 
are regarded as leakages as they 
take money out of  the hands 
of  businesses and citizens into 
the hands of  the government. 
Unless the government returns 
the money into the economy in 
form of  increased government 
spending on projects that will 
get people employed and paid, 
provide services that can make 
living comfortable, the money 
so withdrawn as taxes becomes 
punitive to economic growth. 
Moreso in an economy like ours 
that favours kleptomaniacs, the 
taxes and levies are cornered or 
stolen by few for personal use.

When businesses are given 
tax relief, they can expand, 
increase output, employ more 
workers who will be part of  
the consumers of  the improved 
production and ultimately 
businesses make profits with the 
resultant higher tax returns to 
government. The new workers 
also start paying taxes to 

government, further improving 
revenue through personal income 
tax payments. The converse is 
also true. That is, increased taxes 
will cause a fall in funds available 
for investment to businesses 
and consumers spending will 
also fall due to increased tax 
payments. Resultant fall in 
investments and production 
which is further compounded by 
fall in consumption or demand 
for products will result in fall 
in profits, job loss or increased 
unemployment and ultimately 
fall in tax payment and revenue 
to government. This implies that 
government short-term gains 
will result in medium-to-long-
term losses.

Many advanced economies 
have given tax reliefs to 
many businesses in view of  
the precarious environment 
unleashed by COVID-19 to keep 
them going and at the same 
time subsiding consumption of  
their citizens through various 
relief  packages including cash 
transfers. They are aware 
that if  people are empowered 
to consume, producers will 
indirectly be assisted to continue 
production, make profits, 

part of  which are re-invested 
for further production and 
employment. They understand 
the value chain of  the role of  
effective demand in keeping 
production going and resulting 
in employment opportunities 
consequently improving revenue 
to government through taxing 
improved profits of  businesses 
and personal incomes of  the 
newly employed citizens.

Last time, the finance minister 
explained that tax receipts for 2021 
have increased tremendously 
apart from increased money 
generated through TSA in ten 
months. What did they do to 
get more revenue through those 
sources? It must be more efficient 
ways of  collecting taxes and 
widening the tax net to cover 
more sources that have escaped 
tax payments over the years. 
That is where the focus should 
be not on increasing taxes and 
levies on those already paying. 
They should be more efficient 
in tax collection and the tax net 
continues to widen because there 
are lots of  big businesses that are 
not paying appropriate tax and 
high-income persons who do not 
pay tax. But we still must ask 

about what the taxes collected 
were expended upon? The same 
newspaper report informed that 
the Federal Government said a 
new five-year tax holiday in the 
Petroleum Industry Act for gas 
will, among other benefits, boost 
investments in gas exploration 
and development. So the 
government is conversant with 
the deleterious effects of  raising 
tax or the immense benefits of  
tax reduction!

The Debt Management 
Office explained, as reported 
in the same edition of  the 
newspaper, that the total debt 
stock was N38.005 trillion or 
$92.626 billion! And, the Senate 
has just approved a fresh $5.8 
billion loan to be acquired. With 
that, Nigeria is already sold! 
Currently, every money we earn 
from exports is being used to 
service debt, possibly deducted 
from source leaving nothing 
for domestic spending; hence 
the decision to tax people and 
businesses more to raise revenue 
and the political leadership 
(Executive and Legislature) 
continue living large as if  
nothing is happening. The naira 
continues its downward slide 

By SheriffdeenT ella

Opinion 
against other currencies and 
the lives of  Nigerians continue 
to depreciate as the naira falls 
in the exchange rate market. It 
is as if  it is a sin to vote for this 
government to lead us. However, 
our leaders understand the 
nature of  Nigerians. This is a 
country where when people are 
pushed to the wall, instead of  
fighting back, they would prefer 
to break the wall and continue 
running. But the #EndSARS 
and last week’s demonstration 
in the North indicate that the 
youths are about to change that 
attitude. Government should 
take note.

Actually, I was surprised 
last week when youths in the 
northern part of  the country 
protested against the government 
for the spate of  insecurity. What 
the protesters did not know is 
that the state of  the economy 
is responsible for the increasing 
insecurity. We have virtually 
nailed their future to a cross with 
an unrepentant lifestyle of  greed, 
ostentation and corruption. 
With the protest, the devil has 
found jobs for the jobless and 
we can imagine the kind of  
jobs the devil can provide. If  
all those youths are busy in 
some workplaces expecting 
respectable income at the end 
of  the month, would they have 
time for protests? However, that 
such protest occurred at all, just 
like the #EndSARS, is a pointer 
to the government to be careful 
on how far they can push the 
citizens, particularly the youths.

The kinds of  good news 
that should be coming from the 
government in these COVID-19 
difficult times are that by early 
next year, Nigeria will stop 
importing fuel and payment 
of  fuel subsidy as two new 
refineries (private or public) will 
start operations in the country 
and the Ajaokuta steel complex 
which we were informed was 
almost 80 per cent completed 
when Governor Kayode Fayemi 
was to assume office as governor 
almost four years ago will also 
start preliminary production by 
the second quarter of  2022. Both 
will not only employ thousands 
of  Nigerians but energise the 
quest for industrialisation in 
the country. I can imagine how 
citizens in Lagos would feel 
when they heard recently that 
the Lagos State Government is to 
improve the investment climate 
with an energy master plan!

It would also be cheering 
news that the ‘spurious’ (if so) 
allegation that the Attorney 
General and Minister for Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, has been in 
custody of  returned looted funds 
when his office is neither the 
Central Bank nor Accountant 
General of  the Federation, is 
being investigated. In addition, 
the government will soon publish 
information on usage/outcomes 
of  previous domestic and foreign 
loans, and both under a renewed 
transparency and accountability 
regime of  the Federal 
Government. Finally, to achieve 
the 100 million employment 
target, new measures to promote 
employment generation on a 
large scale is being finalised. 
These are the news of  hope we 
expect from our government; the 
news that there could be light at 
the end of  this dark tunnel.

Ahmed
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Double convex lens
 double convex lens, or 

Aconverging lens, focuses 
the diverging, or blurred, 

light rays from a distant object by 
refracting (bending) the rays twice. At 
the front side of  the lens, the rays are 
b e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  n o r m a l  ( t h e 
perpendicular to the surface) because 
the glass is a denser medium than the 
air, and, at the back side of  the lens, the 
rays are bent away from the normal as 
the rays pass into the less-dense 
medium of  the air. This double bending 
causes the rays to converge at a focal 
point behind the lens so that a sharper 
image can be seen or photographed.

Total internal reflection

One interesting consequence of  the 
law of  refraction is associated with light 
passing into a medium with a lower 
index of  refraction. As previously 
mentioned, in this case light rays are 
bent away from the normal of  the 
interface between the media. At what is 
called the critical angle of  incidence 
(Θ), the refracted rays make an angle of  

ormer Chief  Judge of  FAnambra State, Prof. 
Peter Umeadi, has 

called for the re-introduction 
of  of  History in secondary 
schools and in ter tiary 
institutions.

This, he said, would 
promote the learning of  
peoples' cultures.

Umeadi made the call in 
Enugu at the 80th birthday 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  P r i n c e 
Chukwuemeka Onyesoh of  
N r i  K i n g d o m  a n d 
presentation of  Onyesoh's 
book entitled “Dirt on White 
Spectrum'' in Enugu.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
teaching of  History as a 
subject would be of  great 
benef i t  to  the  younger 
generation.

Umeadi said: “Nri is not 
just the centre of  Igbo culture 
a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  t h e 
beginning and centre point 
of  civilisation in sub-Sahara 
Africa covering pre-colonial 
Nigeria.''

He urged Onyesoh to 
ensure that the book is placed 
in all libraries in Nigeria as 
well as in every secondary 

school in Igbo land as the 
book is the power of  Igbos.

Reviewing the book, 
Prof. Chris Ebigbo, said it is a 
rescue mission for the throne 
of  Eze Nri in Agukwu Nri 
since 1911 when British 
missionaries dethroned the 
ruling Eze Nri Obalike over 
110 years ago.

Ebigbo is Professor of  
Art (Bronze casting) and 
Anthropology.

“The author tells us the 
relevance of  the Nri throne 
under the rule of  Eze Nri at 
Agukwu Nri and how its 
desecration affects the lgbo 
nation in Nigeria today, 
culturally, politically and 
economically.

“He demonstrated that 
Nri Kingdom and hegemony 
under the rulership of  Ndi 
Eze Nri at Agukwu Nri, was 
the first kingdom in 1gbo 
land controlling 118 towns; 
and is also the first kingdom 
in Nigeria.

“The book presents how 
the Igbo cultural history, 
customs and traditions were 
regulated by Ndi Eze Nri in 
Agukwu Nri since 900 AD,'' 

he said.
He said removing the 

dirt on the white spectrum of  
Eze Nri throne would not 
only reposition the Nri 
Kingdom and hegemony, 
but the entire Igbo nation 
politically, culturally and 
economically in the present 
Nigeria.

According to him, the 
book is  a  show of  the 
author's concerns about the 
evils, neglect and abuse of  
Nri Kingdom and hegemony 
under the rulership of  Ndi 
Eze Nri of  Agukwu Nri since 
900 A.D.

Responding, Onyesoh 
said he was motivated into 
writing the because of  the 
f a l s e h o o d  b y  We s t e r n 
scholars who said that Igbo 
were not organised and had 
no kingship but village-
based.

“The people who wrote 
these things were highly 
educated professors and I 
was pained when they say 
tha t  Igbo  do  not  have 
kingship, but white men 
c a m e  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d 
warrant chieftaincy to us.

“The benefit of  the book 
is that it will make us to 
rediscover ourselves and 
reject the idea that we have 
no kingship and culture,'' he 
stressed.

Onyesoh claimed that 
Nri culture dated back to 900 

he Academic Staff  TU n i o n  o f  
Universities, ASUU, 

has accused the Federal 
Government of  blackmail 
and propaganda.

A S U U  m a d e  t h e 
remark while accusing the 
Federal Government of  
reneging on plans to review 
the draft Renegotiated 2009 
FGN-ASUU Agreement.

In a statement titled, 
'Enough of  blackmail', and 
signed by its president, Prof  
E m m a n u e l  O s o d e k e , 
ASUU vowed to continue 
fighting for the welfare of  
lecturers.

T h e  b o d y  a l s o 

postponed its decision on 
strike because consultations 
were still ongoing.

ASUU reiterated that 
the Federal Government 
had failed to address all the 
issues raised in the 2009 
agreements.

The statement reads 
partly: “NEC was worried 
by the spirited efforts of  
gover nment  agents  to 
reduce the demands of  
ASUU to a regime of  
intermittent payment of  
w a t e r e d - d o w n 
revitalisation fund and 
release of  distorted and 
grossly devalued Earned 
Academic Allowances.

“ASUU shall not relent 
in demanding improvement 
i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  a n d 
conditions of  service of  our 
members. However, we 
shall resist any attempt to 
blackmail the union and 
derail our patriotic struggle 
for a productive university 
s y s t e m  b y  o f f i c i a l 
propaganda founded on 
to ke n i sm  a nd  c r um b-
sharing.

“However, considering 
the ongoing intervention 
and consultation efforts, 
NEC resolved to review the 
situation at a later date with 
a view to deciding on the 
next line of  action.”

years ago even before Ife and 
Benin cultures and kingships 
came to be.

“I am 80 years today 
and I want to be remembered 
for righting what is wrong 
and my book under review 
contained six chapters and 

377 pages,'' Onyesoh said.
H e  a d d e d  t h a t 

preparations had been made 
to ensure that the book got to 
all libraries in the country 
through the Ministry of  
Information and Culture. 

90° with the normal—in other words; 
they just skim the boundary of  the two 
media. The sine of  the critical angle is 
easi ly derived from the law of  

nrefraction: sin Θ= / .2 n1

When a light ray strikes the 
interface between two mediums, it is 
refracted through an angle that 
depends on the index of  refraction of  
each material and the ray's angle of  
incidence, as measured relative to the 
normal (perpendicular) between the 
surfaces. At the critical angle of  
incidence (Θ), light is refracted such 
that it just remains within the original 
medium, as shown in ray B. For any 
light ray, such as C, that strikes the 
interface at a larger angle, all of  the 
light is reflected internally. For angles 
less than the critical angle, such as A, 
some of  the light passes through into 
the second medium.

For any incident angle greater than 
the critical angle, light rays are 
completely ref lected inside the 
material. This phenomenon, called 
total internal reflection, is commonly 
taken advantage of  to “pipe” light in a 
curved path. When light is directed 
down a narrow fibre of  glass or plastic, 
the light repeatedly reflects off  the 
fibre-air interface at a large incident 
angle—larger than the critical angle 
(for a glass-air interface the critical 
angle is about 42°). Optical fibres with 
diameters from 10 to 50 micrometres 
can transmit light over long distances 
with little loss of  intensity. Optical 
communications use sequences of  light 
pulses to transmit information through 

an optical fibre network. Medical 
instruments such as endoscopes rely on 
the total internal reflection of  light 
through an optical fibre bundle to image 
internal organs.

Dispersion
Through his careful investigation of  

the refraction of  white light as it passed 
through a glass prism, Newton was 
famously credited with the discovery 
that white light consists of  a spectrum of  
colours. The dispersion of  white light 
into its constituent colours is caused by a 
variation of  the index of  refraction of  
glass with colour. This effect, known as 
chromatic dispersion, results from the 
fact that the speed of  light in glass 
depends on the wavelength of  the light. 
The speed slightly decreases with 
decreasing wavelength; this means that 
the index of  refraction, which is 
inversely proportional to the speed, 
slightly increases with decreasing 
wavelength. For glass, the index of  
refraction for red light (the longest 
visible wavelength) is about 1 percent 
less than that for violet light (the shortest 
visible wavelength).

Prism spreading light
A prism spreads white light into its 

various component wavelengths, or 
colours.

The focusing properties of  glass 
lenses, being determined by their indices 
of  refraction, are slightly dependent on 
colour. When a single lens images a 
distant white-light point source, such as 
a star, the image is slightly distorted 
because of  dispersion in the lens; this 

effect is called chromatic aberration. In 
an effort to improve upon the chromatic 
aberration of  the refracting telescope, 
Isaac Newton invented the reflecting 
telescope, in which the imaging and 
magnification are accomplished with 
mirrors.

Dispersion is not restricted to glass; 
all transparent media exhibit some 
dispersion. Many beautiful optical 
effects are explained by the phenomena 
of  dispersion, refraction, and reflection. 

Rainbow effect
As sunlight enters water droplets in 

the atmosphere, its constituent colours 
(wavelengths) are bent (refracted) by 
slightly different amounts during its 
passage from the air into the water. A 
portion of  the light striking the back of  
each water droplet is internally reflected 
and then refracted a second time as it 
reemerges into the air. Violet light is 
refracted most and reemerges at an angle 
of  about 40° compared with the incident 
sunlight; red light is refracted least and 
reemerges at an angle of  42° compared 
with the incident sunlight. In order for 
observers to see a rainbow, they must 
have the Sun behind them such that the 
angle between the incident sunlight and 
their line of  sight is about 42°. Thus, a 
rainbow forms a full circular arc with a 
central angle from the observer of  42°. 
However, the lower portion of  the arc is 
obscured by the surface of  the Earth; 
consequently, the maximum arc (a 
semicircle) can be seen near sunset.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Light contd.

Former Anambra Chief Judge calls for teaching of history in schools

ASUU accuses Buhari's govt of
blackmail, gives update on strike
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he Minister of  State Tf o r  E d u c a t i o n , 
C h u k w u e m e k a 

Nwajiuba, said resources 
were not enough to meet all 
t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities at once. 

This is as the minister 

he Joint Admissions Tand Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) has 

a s k e d  a l l  p r o s p e c t ive 
candidates for the 2022 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examinations (UTME) to 
acquire their  National 
Ident i f icat ion Number 
(NIN) ahead of  the exercise.

The board stated this on 
Monday in  i t s  weekly 
bulletin released by the 
Office of  the Registrar in 
Abuja.

JAMB said that it would 
soon s tar t  the  sa le  of  
application documents and 
registration for the 2022 
UTME and Direct Entry 
(DE).

“The board, is at the 
moment, engaging its core 
functionaries in a series of  
intensive training to ensure 
t h a t  o n c e  t h e  d a t e  i s 
announced, the stage would 
have been set for yet another 
hitch-free exercise.

“The release of  this 
information is in line with 
t h e  b o a r d ' s  f i r m 
determination to ensure that 
candidates who are desirous 
of  enrolling are ready and 
prepared.

“Similarly, it is expected 
to serve as a wake-up call to 
all who may want to register, 
to first obtain their NIN, a 
major prerequisite for the 
UTME registration.

“For those who may 
want to obtain any of  the 

two application documents, 
they are advised to get their 
NIN and also familiarise 
themselves with the board's 
Integrated Brochure and 
Syllabus System (IBASS).

“It will give them an idea 
of  the course requirements 
and the syllabus they are 
expected to cover for the 
examination,” the board 
said.

According to JAMB, 
IBASS is on the board's 
website and can also be 
downloaded on Google 
Playstore and other similar 

he Plateau State TUniversity chapter 
of  Academic Staff  

Union of  Universities on 
Monday commenced an 
indefinite strike to press 
home i t s  demands  for 
improved  we l fa re  and 
working environment. 

This is contained in a 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n 
Tuesday in Jos and jointly 
signed by Dr. Hassan Zitta 
and  Deme Bi t r us,  the 
chairperson and secretary of  
the union, respectively. 

The union said the 
decision to declare the strike 
action was reached at its 
Congress held on Monday, 
December 20. 

It explained that Plateau 
government had failed to 

honour the agreement it 
entered with the union, 
hence the decision for the 
industrial action.

T h e  u n i o n  i n  t h e 
statement further explained 
that the lingering issues 
b o r d e r  a r o u n d  r i s i n g 
in secur i ty  a round  the 
university and non-payment 
of  earned allowances. 

The reasons, the union 
s a i d  w e r e  p a u c i t y  o f  
accommodation for both 
students and staff  and need 
for government to construct 
more lectures halls, among 
others. 

“At our congress held on 
Monday, Dec. 20, members 
r ev i ewe d  t h e  l eve l  o f  
implementation of  Plateau 
State Government/ASUU-
PLASU agreement. 

T h e  c o n g r e s s ,  t h e 
statement said, resolved that 

the state government having 
signed an agreement with 
the Union on March 2, 2021 
has not kept faith with the 
document. : 

It said government had 
failed to “address security 
concerns by deploying the 
services of  armed Civil 
Defence Corps”. 

ASUU said Plateau 
government had also failed 
to locate a functional police 
outpost in the university 
host community as well as 
its inability to settle the 
national minimum wage 
arrears within the first 
quarter of  2021. 

It further alleged that the 
government had failed to 
immediately release of  N70 
million as part payment of  
the first tranche of  earned 
academic allowance arrears. 

platforms.
The board said that the 

next step was for candidates 
to create their profiles by 
sending their NIN to 55019.

JAMB added that it had 
put adequate measures in 
place to checkmate those 
who might want to cheat.

It said that it had also 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  a l l 
administrative procedures 
for the smooth prosecution 
of  any candidate, centre or 
staff  of  JAMB found to have 
b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n 
infraction.

he Vice-Chancellor, TFederal University, 
O ye  E k i t i ,  P r o f . 

Abayomi Fasina, has assured 
workers of  the university of  
unprecedented training to 
f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  t h e i r 
capacities. 

Fasina said FUOYE 
was  look ing  towards  a 

scheme that would make it 
easier for the non-academic 
s ta f f  to  go  fo r  fu r the r 
educational trainings and 
higher certificates. 

A statement by FUOYE 
Public Relations Officer, 
Foluso Ogunmodede and 
Special Adviser to the VC on 
M e d i a  M a t t e r s ,  Wo l e 
B a l o g u n ,  t i t l e d , 
'Convocation: Fasina has 
settled inherited rift between 
management  and  Non-
academic Staff  Union', said 
Fasina spoke at Oye Ekiti 
during the end of  the year get-
together activities organised 
by Non-academic Staf f  
Union of  Educational and 
Associated Institutions of  the 
institution. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ We  a r e 

encouraging training for our 
staff  so they can compete 
favourably anywhere in the 
world. And also, we can fetch 
them internally whenever 
any  vacancy  ex i s t s  fo r 
important employment in the 
university.

“ We  a l s o  w a n t  t o 
encourage hard work and 
discourage laziness.

We have  become a 
reference point by other older 
universities. Our dream is to 
get to the very zenith in global 
ranking. We are having 35 
a w a r d s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t 
categories  of  s taf f  and 
s tudents  as  mot iva t ing 
m e a s u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e 
forthcoming convocation 
ceremonies,” he said. 

faulted claims of  the union 
t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  w a s 
blackmailing it. 

It  had earlier been 
reported that ASUU had 
g i v e n  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government a three-week 
ultimatum on November 15, 

2 0 2 1  t o  h o n o u r  t h e 
agreement it signed with the 
union, which led to the 
suspension of  the strike by 
univers i ty  lecturers  in 
December 2020. 

Some of  the demands 
are the payment of  earned 
allowances, payment of  
revi tal isat ion funds to 
universities, creation of  
v i s i t a t i o n  p a n e l s  a n d 
implementation of  the 
University Transparency 
Accountability Solution 
instead of  the Integrated 
Payrol l  and Personnel 
Information System for the 
payment of  workers in the 
ivory towers, among others.

The minister told one 
of  our correspondents on 
Monday that the Federal 
Government did not have 
enough resources to meet all 
the union's demands at 
once. 

He said, “We cannot 
possibly be blackmailing 
them; we tried to explain to 
them that we will fulfill the 
agreements when we have 
the resources. Agreements 
have been signed and they 
are meant to be fulfilled. 

“But we do not have all 
the resources to meet all the 
demands at once. The thing 
is that we all are working 
together – ASUU and the 
Federal Government. The 
goal is to produce graduates, 
who will serve Nigeria, and 
to  make sure  that  the 
a c a d e m i c  c a l e n d a r  i s 
running smoothly. 

“So, the government 
will always pay its dues; you 
do not have to go on strike to 
drive home your points. 
They need to know that it is 
not the government versus 
ASUU. It is about doing 
what is right. Let us use the 
resources as they come. 
There are lots of  sectors that 
need attention. 

“All we are saying is 
t h a t  o n c e  t h e r e  a r e 
resources, we will meet your 
needs; all you have to do is to 
keep the academic calendar 
running. So, please, where is 
the blackmail?” 

However, ASUU said it 
would not go on strike yet 
even though the government 
had failed to satisfactorily 
address all the issues raised 
in the 2009 agreement and 
t h e  s u b s e q u e n t 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
Memorandum of  Action 
between it and the Federal 
Government. 

This was the outcome 
of  the meeting of  the ASUU 

National Executive Council 
in Abuja to review the 
implementation of  the 
Memorandum of  Action of  
December 23, 2020.

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
President, ASUU, Prof  
Emmanuel Osodeke, said in 
an interview with one of  our 
correspondents on Sunday, 
“It is certain, we are not 
going on strike. ASUU is not 
going on strike; every other 
information will be in our 
press release.” 

A s ta tement  made 
available to newsmen titled, 
'Enough of  the blackmail', 
and signed by Osodeke said 
the NEC resolved to review 
the situation at a later date. 

The statement read in 
part, “NEC concluded that 
the government has failed to 
satisfactorily address all the 
issues raised in the 2009 
FGN-ASUU agreement 
and subsequent MoU and 
M o A .  H o w e v e r , 
considering the ongoing 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d 
consultation efforts, NEC 
resolved to review the 
situation at a later date with 
a view to deciding on the 
next line of  action.

 “NEC was worried by 
the  spi r i ted  e f for ts  of  
gove r nment  agen t s  to 
reduce the demands of  
ASUU to a  regime of  
intermittent payment of  
watered-down revitalisation 

fund and release of  distorted 
and grossly devalued earned 
academic allowances. 

“NEC condemns in 
s t r o n g  t e r m s  t h e 
surrepti t ious moves to 
pooh-pooh our demands on 
the review of  the NUC's Act 
to curb the proliferation of  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  b y  s t a t e 
governments, which are not 
funding the existing ones; 
adoption of  the University 
T r a n s p a r e n c y 
Accountability Solutions 
w i t h  c o n c u r r e n t 
d i scont inuance  of  the 
Integrated Payroll  and 
Personnel  Information 
System and distortion in 
salary payment; release of  
accumulated promotion 
arrears; and the review and 
s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  d r a f t 
d o c u m e n t  o n  t h e 
renegotiation of  the 2009 
ASUU-FGN agreement. 

“ASUU shall not relent 
in demanding improvement 
i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  a n d 
conditions of  service of  our 
members.” 

It added that ASUU 
would resist any attempt to 
blackmail the union and 
derail their patriotic struggle 
for a productive university 
s y s t e m  b y  o f f i c i a l 
propaganda founded on 
t o k e n i s m  a n d  c r u m b -
sharing. 

We don't have resources to meet ASUU demands at once – FG

Get NIN ahead of 2022 UTME
– JAMB tells candidates

FUOYE prioritises training for
workforce

ASUU commences strike in Plateau
Varsity

NwajiubaNwajiubaNwajiuba

FasinaFasinaFasina
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T
he monarch of  
Ekwereazu autonomous 
community of  Ahiazu 

Mbaise Local Government 
Area of  Imo State, HRH, Eze 
P.N. Anosike, is under stiff  
condemnation by his subjects 
and members of  the town union 
for allegedly claiming to have 
single- handedly suspended the 
President-General of  the town 
union, Mr. Kenneth Chukwuma 
Anosike and appointed an 
Acting President-General, Mr. 
Chibuike Uzogara, who is the 
current Vice President- General, 
contrary to the provisions 
of  the community’s guiding 
constitution.

Thus, in suit number HAM/ 
84/2021, the President- General 
of  Ekwereazu town autonomous 
community development union, 
Mr. Kenneth Chukwuma 
Anosike (plaintiff), has 
approached the Ahiazu Mbaise 
High Court on October 27, 2021 
seeking a declaration of  the 
court that under the constitution 
of  the community, HRH, Eze 

P.N. Anosike, has no powers 
to control, manage or interfere 
with the administration of  
Ekwereazu town autonomous 
community development union 
and also has no powers to 

remove or suspend an elected 
officer of  the community’s town 
union.

The President-General also 
urged the court to declare the 
purported notice of  suspension 

dated September 4, 2021 and 
authored by Chief  John Anosike 
(palace chairman) and Chief  
Peter E. Obasi (palace secretary) 
for and on behalf  of  the Eze- 
in - council, as null and void 
and of  no effect. The plaintiff/ 
elected President-General of  
the development union, Mr. 
Kenneth Chukwuma Anosike 
also prayed the court to restrain 
HRH, Eze P. N. Anosike from 
operating the town Union’s 
UBA bank account, which 
according to the community’s 
constitution, is illegal as the 
constitution provides that the 
bank account should be run 
by the traditional ruler (HRH 
Eze P. N. Anosike), Aladinma 
Chairman (Mr. Paulinus 
Obiji) and development union 
President-General (Mr. Kenneth 
Chukwuma Anosike).

 The defendants in this case, 
HRH, Eze P.N. Anosike and 
Chibuike Uzogara, after several 
weeks of  avoiding being served 
court summons, were finally 

served last week by the court 
bailiff.

When contacted on the current 
developments in his community, 
the President General, Mr. 
Kenneth Chukwuma Anosike, 
observed that as a peace loving 
son of  his community, his aim 
in approaching the court was 
for peace, unity and progress to 
reign in the community and for 
impunity and illegality to end.

The President General 
expressed dismay that the 
traditional ruler, HRH, Eze P. 
N. Anosike who is a lawyer, 
immediate past President 
General who presided over the 
drafting of  their constitution, 
would go contrary to the 
provisions of  the constitution 
which he had produced for 
the community, adding that 
the community’s constitution 
is clear on the functions of  
the traditional ruler and other 
organs of  administration in 
the community as well as their 
relationship to each other.

Rep member organizes Okigwe 
economic summit, trade expo 2021

M
ember representing 
Isiala Mbano/Onuimo/
Okigwe Federal 

Constituency at the House of  
Representatives, Hon. Princess 
Miriam Onuoha, has indeed 
shown commitment to effective 
representation of  her people as she 
initiated and kicked off  Okigwe 
Economic Summit and Trade 
Expo 2021. 

The Theme of  the flag off  
ceremony which attracted people 
from all walks of  life “Maka Ihie 
Na Oganihu Okigwe North” 
held last week at Bonafide Hotel, 
Okigwe, Okigwe LGA, Imo State.

Speaking, Onuoha disclosed 
that the program was conceived 
following her burning desire to 
reaching out to the youth, women 
and men and indeed all concerned 
indigenes of  her constituency. 
“it is my desire to bring relevant 
stakeholders of  Okigwe North 
together and fashion out home 
-grown solutions to the issues 
bothering the constituency”.

Onuoha noted that the 
economic summit and trade 
expo 2021 was geared towards 
creating a platform for the youth 
of  the area to exhibit their inherent 
talents, matching them with the 
right support necessary for their 
economic growth to reduce youth 
restiveness and insecurity, saying 
pulling together the indigenous 
producers and hooking them with 

buyers in an organised Okigwe 
market place will engender 
livelihood support and reduce 
poverty among her people.

The lawmaker reiterated 
that the summit offers the 
right platform for sustainable 
empowerment, peace and 
prosperity in Okigwe North even 
as she commended Governor 
Hope Uzodimma for his support 

as she thanked all the partners for 
job well done.

Expressing joy over the event, 
some of  the beneficiaries, Nnamdi 
Colobus, Onyema Laze Stella, 
Chidi Orjiakor,  thanked Hon. 
Princess Miriam Onuoha for 
demonstrating another landmark, 
affirming that within short period 
in office she has empowered, 
trained youths, men and women 

in various areas of  endeavours, 
saying she has shown them how 
to fish and prayed that God will 
continue to bless her, promising 
to support her good vision for the 
good of  Okigwe North.

However, Imo State 
Governor, Hope Uzodimma who 
was represented by APC state 
Chairman, Hon. Macdonald 
Ebere,  commended Hon. 

Stories by Ikenna Orioha

financial literacy and loan 
facilities, business registration 
and guide for MSE, basic steps 
for successful export business, 
biosafety and agricultural value 
chain, identifying profitable 
business opportunities, campaign 
against drug and substance abuse, 
insecurity and its consequences 
upon tourism and hospitality 
development.

Ekwereazu community monarch under fire over alleged suspension of PG

Princess Miriam Onuoha 
for giving out the 
dividends of  democracy 
to Okigwe North 
constituency, saying the 
empowerment was in 
line with the 3R mantra 
of  the Shared Prosperity 
administration to 
ensuring that every Imo 
youth is empowered 
economically.

The Governor 
identified Princess 
Onuoha as a woman of  
capacity, saying Okigwe 
people are happy with 
her representation, 
urging the beneficiaries 
to make good use of  the 
opportunity to develop 
themselves and their area.

Meanwhile, the 
program witnessed 
about 950 beneficiaries 
who will be trained 
on entertainment and 
creative industry skills, 
ICT/online digital, 
online trading platform, 

Anosike

Onuoha
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Interview 

We’ll fight mkpuru-mmiri as enabler 
of insecurity - Anambra NOA director 

Recently, there is an increase in 
the consumption of  illicit drugs 
in Anambra State, what efforts 
is NOA putting in to ensure that 
such menace is being curbed?

The issue of  substance abuse 
is general not only in Anambra 
State but is all over the country, 
I have reasons, specifics to 
buttress what I am saying, drug 
abuse and drug addiction which 
incidentally translate to violent 
crime is endemic and is getting 
worse in Nigeria. Without trying 
to paint Anambra clean, it is all 
over the nation. However, there 
is a new dimension to it which 
makes it seem as if  the arrival 
of  Crystal Methamphetamine 
(Mkpuru mmiri) which I am 
knowledgeable about through 
my collaboration with NDLEA, 
is new in Anambra but in the 
world scene it is not. It’s an 
old drug which was used in the 
second world war. It was used 
on human beings to propel the 
activities of  the war. Soldiers 
will fight without any act of 
feelings. After the war, they tried 
to get medical use for Meth but 
the result was not very good as 
expected. But the human mind 
is something that is creative and 
wild, they felt they could use it 
in some other forms and that’s 
why they started making use of 
labs and addictive were added 
which makes it crystal in blocks 
with shades of  different colours.

I understand from the 
literature I read about it, that 
it forecloses appetite and the 
person can lose control of  his 
or her environment.  While not 
defending Anambra State, the 
consumption of  mkpurumiri 
within Nigeria is high within 
other societies beyond the 
Nigeria society is increasing 
because it comes in various 
forms and I understand that it’s 
very affordable now. 

You can reason with me that 
this is Christmas season, there is 
going to be high consumption of 
this drugs (Mkpuru mmiri) and 
that was what we thought about 
having watched the different 
clips on the social media and 
having read all the literature 
on this menace, the National 
Orientation Agency nationwide 
not only in Anambra decided 
to look at this problem not just 
from the point of  drugs abuse, 
but insecurity and enabler of 
insecurity. Consumption of  hard 
drugs is an enabler of  insecurity 
and that is the angle we are 
seeing it. In Anambra here, we 
will inform Ndi Anambra to 
make them understand what 
we are saying. We want to 
tackle illicit drug peddling and 
use to reduce the insecurity in 
the state. So, if  we come into 
a community to interact with 
them they will clearly listen 
to us and ready examples will 
abound of  what we will be 

talking to them on, and these 
things will centre on drugs like, 
indian hemp and chiefly crystal 
Meths which we understand are 
affordable for the youths. 

Crystal Methamphetamine 
(Mkpuru mmirri) doesn’t have 
any remarkable smell on the 
user so you can’t just know the 
user but we know that there are 
physical things you can notice 
about a user, and these are things 
we intend to build into these 
particular campaign for parents 
to watch their children for the 
society to watch the members 
and know when something is 
going wrong. It is so frightening 
if  you how the users make use 
of  these drugs. Through peer 
review we have been able to 
identify some of  these things. 

Crystal Methamphetamine 
(Mkpuru mmirri) is a threat and we 
must not allow our nation, state, 
community to degenerate to that 
level. We must do something 
about it and that is why we are 
organising a campaign for it. 
Already, we have started with 
Unubi community in Nnewi 
South local government area, 
in collaboration with the 
town Union development, the 
leadership of  the town graciously 
asked that we come around and 
we want to use the opportunity 
to let other Town Union leaders, 
the President Generals, Igwes to 
emulate from them. 

How can you quantify the damage 
done by this crystal meth on our 
youths today?

The damage is enormous. 
Today, the use of  crystal meth 
has reduced the traditional 
Indian hemp we know 
about to nothing. There are 
ceremonies you attend you see 
people peddling hemp.  In this 
campaign, we are not working 
on mkpurummili only but any 
illegal drugs that is currently in 
use in Nigeria. 

You mentioned lack of  funds as 
one of  the challenges you face in 
running this affair in Anambra 
State?

The facilities are never 
enough, the resources to 
enable the swift execution and 
completion of  projects are not 
enough. If  we wait till we get 
all the millions and billions to 
work, then the harm would 
have been done, we must start 
from somewhere and we call 
on everyone who is worried 
by the spate of  these things in 
Anambra to come as we are 
ready to partner and that is why 
we are also engaging major 
actors like the NDLEA. We 
will continue like that until we 
ensure our aims are achieved. 
We can’t stamp out drugs abuse 
completely but we assure of  a 
massive reduction.

Finally, you did talk about 
rehabilitation as one of  the 
strategies to adopt, is there any 
where this exists in Anambra 
state? 

Yes, a good number of 
them exist in Nigeria and here 
in Anambra including private 
rehabilitation centres. The Ntansi 
Obi centre in Enugu Ukwu is 
a good one. But definitely the 
NDLEA has its platforms and 
units for rehabilitation, under 
this rehabilitation, there are other 
stages of  engaging identified 
users and addicts. You don’t just 
rehabilitate, it’s not a one day 
thing. Sometimes they check the 
cognitive abilities of  the person, 
re-engagement and re-absorption 
into the society. So rehabilitation 
is a process and the NDLEA 
knows how to deal with it.

Sir, could you explain to the 
public, the visions and missions 
of  NOA?

The thrust of  the agency is 
to communicate government 
policies, activities, among 
others, to the populace, that 
does not translate to being the 
mouth piece of  the government.  
We communicate government 
policies to the governed and 
we equally serve as a feed back 
to the government after letting 
people know what government 
wants to do, their activities 
and policies. We also inform 
government how  people 
perceive those policies, accept 
or reject those programmes, 
activities and so on. 

Secondly, on the attitudinal 
change of  Nigerians we act 
as investigator to a positive 
change of  attitude by the 
citizens and we try to do this 
through organizing seminar, 
conference and other platforms 
through which people engage 
in social and public discourse 
on how they can mean more to 
their society. Those are the two 
prongs we deal with. 

In the activities of  partnering 
with other agencies and as 
well interacting with the local 
community to convey this 
information, how can you rate the 
performance?

I can tell you without being 
ignorant about it that we have 
done well, and without going 
on self  appraisal we have done 
quite well since the inception. 
There is one thing we must 
understand, the job of  social 
engineering is not easy because 
it is not concrete, it is not 
physical  instead they crystallize 
over time, the effect on the 
society is what you will now use 
to appraise the efforts. Social 
engineering which is the core 
work of  the NOA consist of  the 
gradual and consistent dealings 
with the society for a change. 
And that is what we occupy 
ourselves with and it comes 
in all forms, health education 
and so on. When the Covid-19 
came, NOA was there and 
others. NOA is Jack of  all trade 
and master of  all.

T
he increasing spate of crystal methamphetamine known as mkpuru-mmiri, its consumption, negative effects and as one major 
cause of engaging in social vices by the youths in Nigeria, particularly in Anambra have called for a greater concern. Penalties 
like flogging adopted in some major parts of the eastern Nigeria seem not to be enough to quench the current trend of illicit 

consumption by the youths. To ensure the end of it, the Director, National Orientation Agency (NOA) Anambra State, Barr. Charles 
Nworji, in an exclusive interview with our Awka correspondent, Uchenna Ezeadigwe, the community advocator details interesting facts 
and strategies the agency is currently doing to reduce the illicit drug peddling.

Barr. Charles Nworji NOA Boss
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Onwe who decried apathy in the on-going voters’ 
registration exercise, noted that good governance begins 

with credible election, stressing, “ESCSEG as a non-interest 
political movement was established to promote equity, 
good governance and social justice with a mission to 

engage the citizens to actively participate in democratic 
process to reduce political related apathy among the 

citizens”

Special report 

L
ike a mustard seed, 
a pressure group 
called “Enugu 

State Citizens Support 
for Equity and Good 
Governance (ESCSEG) 
started with a gathering of 
few youths of  like minds 
in Enugu, the Enugu State 
capital sometime in June 
2021 with its focal point 
to sensitize eligible voters 
on the need to have their 
voter’s cards so as to elect 
credible political leaders in 
2023.

Today, the group led 
by Comrade Emmanuel 
Onyedonzi Onwe, 
conservatively, can boast 
of  over 500 members across 
the 17 local government 
areas of  the state.

News Echo 
Correspondent recalls that 
the non-partisan group was 
inaugurated in Enugu on 
June 26, 2021 by Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi via his 
Senior Special Assistant on 
Contact and Mobilization, 
Hon. Chinedu Mba.

 During the 
inauguration, Ugwuanyi 
noted that his regime 
had provided an enabling 
environment for business 
and all other interest 
groups to thrive, stressing 
that Enugu remains the 
most peaceful state in the 
country.

The governor said that 
the formation of  ESCSEG 
was apt and timely, hoping 
that the group would help 
in creating more political 
awareness on voters’ civic 
responsibility to elect 
leaders of  their choice in 
elections.

His words: “Today’s 
inauguration of  Enugu 
State Citizens Support 
for Equity and Good 
Governance is a welcome 
development. It is apt and 
timely. I am also glad to 
see women in their large 
number here. Remain 
focus and we will give you 
all the necessary support”, 
he added. 

2023: Group embarks on 
sensitization on voters’ 
registration exercise 

Earlier in his address, 
the State Coordinator 
of  ESCSEG, Comrade 
Onwe, explained, “Enugu 
State Citizens Support 
for Equity and Good 
Governance is a socio-
political pressure group 
with no affiliation with 
political party or political 
interest group.

According to Onwe, 
“ESCSEG as a non-interest 
political movement was 
established to promote 
equity, good governance 
and social justice with 
a mission to engage 
the citizens to actively 
participate in democratic 
process to reduce political 
related apathy among the 
citizens”

According to him, 
“Official opening of  our 
state office today is coming 
at a time our country is 
witnessing widespread 
insecurity which our dear 
state has had her own fair 
share”

“We at ESCSEG 
believe that the current 
security challenges across 
the country is traceable 
to decades of  negligence 
and bad governance by 
successive government at 
all levels”

“This official opening 
of  our state office is also 
coming at the time almost 
all the ethnic nationalities 
in Nigeria is agitating 
for one thing or the 
other. This is hinged on 
poor government. Poor 

governance is increasingly 
regarded as one of  the 
causes of  societal ills. 

“In the midst of  this, 
the citizens remain at 
the receiving end. This is 
as a result of  disconnect 
between the governed and 
governance.

“When we talk about 
societal challenges 
such as armed robbery, 
kidnapping, terrorism, 
economic sabotage, 
vandalism etc and weigh 
it with bad governance 
which is generally believed 
to be the root causes and 
the inability of  government 
all at all levels to bring all 
these to acceptable end 
could be as a result of 
citizens unwillingness to 
participate in governance 
process. 

“When citizens feel 
that development activities 
perform by the government 
is for them, it means the 
work performed by the 
government is people 
oriented.

“To close the existing 
gap between the governed 
and the governance, the 
Enugu State Citizens 
Support for Equity 
and Good Governance 
(ESCSEG) has adopted an 
approach called “Citizen 
Empowerment through 
Advocacy”.

“We have also set up 
bottom-top continuous 
voter’s registration 
sensitization committee 
since last month to ensure 

that our people are well 
informed on the need to 
have their voter’s card to 
enable them participate in 
choosing who leads them 
in future elections.

Various Speakers at the 
event dwelt on the need for 
good governance, adding 
that it is a panacea to on-
going restiveness in the 
land.

Among the Speakers 
were: Dr. John Collins 
Nwobodo, National 
Coordinator, North-South 
Progressive Movement 
and former SSA to Enugu 
State Governor on Public 
complaints (Chairman of 
the occasion), Eminent 
Scholar,  Prof. Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji, 
Professor of  International 
Law,  Comrade Osmond 
Ugwu

President, International 
Solidarity for Peace and 
Human Right Initiative 
(Guest Speaker)  Provost, 
African Thinkers College 
of  Education, Enugu and 
chairman Civil Liberties 
Organizations (CLO)

Comrade Zulu Ofuelue, 
Hon. Manifest Nnamani 
Central coordinator, 
Ogbako Ndi Nkanu.

True to its bidding, the 
group swiftly moved into 
action with inauguration 
of  its local executive and 
enlightenment program 
on voters’ registration 
exercise to Nkanu-West, 
Udi and Uzo Uwani Local 
Government Areas of  the 

State, respectively.
Indeed, it was a 

huge success at Agbani 
in Nkanu-West Local 
Government Area which 
is the country home of  the 
former governor of  Enugu 
State, Senator Chimaroke 
Nnamani, who currently 
represents Enugu-East 
Senatorial zone at the 
Upper House.

Hundreds of  people 
including the Nkanu-
West local government 
chairman, Hon. Nwabueze 
Nnamani  and some of  his 
cabinet members were in 
attendance.

Speaking at the formal 
k i c k - o f f / i n a u g u r a t i o n 
of  the group at Agbani, 
the State Coordinator 
of  ESCSEG, Onwe, 
explained that they 
extended the campaign to 
rural communities to reach 
more eligible voters in the 
state.

Onwe who decried 
apathy in the on-going 
voters’ registration 
exercise, noted that good 
governance begins with 
credible election, stressing, 
“ESCSEG as a non-interest 
political movement was 
established to promote 
equity, good governance 
and social justice with 
a mission to engage 
the citizens to actively 
participate in democratic 
process to reduce political 
related apathy among the 
citizens”

He reiterated that his 
group believed that the 
current security challenges 
across the country is 
traceable to decades 
of  negligence and bad 
governance by successive 
government at all levels.

In his speech, the 
Chairman of  the Nkanu-
West Local Government 
Area, Hon. Nnamani, said 
he was overwhelmed with 
the activities of  ESCSEG, 
urging them to keep the 
tempo high.

The enlightenment 
on voters’ registration 

 From Chuma Austin, Enugu

…As INEC decries poor turnout in rural communities

Continues in pg. 11
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Special report 

exercise is apt and timely 
and I encourage you all 
to go ahead with the good 
job, adding that there is 
poor turnout of  people for 
the exercise in the area.

“We are happy for what 
you people are doing. Our 
people don’t realize that 
you can make a positive  
change in governance 
with your voter card”, he 
added.

Also speaking, the 
Officer of  the Independent 
National Electoral 
Commissioner (INEC) 
in the local government 
area, Emmanuel 
Nzewuihe, commended 
the socio-cultural group 
for embarking on the 
voters’ registration 
enlightenment, stressing 
that it would impact 
positively on the people 
as many don’t know the 
importance of  their civic 
responsibility.

He said that he had 
been recording poor 
turnout of  people in the 
local government area 
which he noted was not in 
the interest of  Ndigbo.

The story of  political 
apathy on the citizens 
was also reechoed in 
Udi and Uzo Uwani 
local governments  when 
the group extended its 
campaign to the areas.

The Electoral Officer of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) in Udi, Mrs. 
Cecilia Ejimofor, said it is 
worrisome recording low 

turnout of  people in the on-
going continuous voters’ 
registration exercise in 
rural communities in the 
state.

Speaking at the formal 
inauguration of  Udi local 
government executive of 
the non-governmental- 
organization, Mrs. 
Ejimofor,  said the 
poor turnout would 
impact negatively on the 
electorate.

Mrs. Ejimofor, noted 
that the continuous voter’s 
registration exercise was a 
strategy put in place by the 
electoral body to provide 
more opportunities 
to eligible voters have 
voters’ cards with a view 
to fulfilling their civic 
responsibility in 2023 
elections.

“I commend this group, 
Enugu State Citizens 
Support for Equity and 
Good Governance for 
moving its enlightenment 
campaign on voters’ 
registration exercise to Udi 
Local Government Area 
of  the State.

“INEC will partner with 
this group because they are 
going extra mile to make 
sure our people participate 
fully in electing their 
leaders democratically”, 
she added.

Earlier his speech, 
the State Coordinator 
of  ESCSEG, Comrade 
Onwe, explained that they 
extended the campaign 
to rural communities to 
reach more eligible voters 

in the state.
Onwe who also 

decried apathy in the on-
going voters’ registration 
exercise, noted that good 
governance begins with 
credible election, stressing, 
“ESCSEG as a non-interest 
political movement was 
established to promote 
equity, good governance 
and social justice with 
a mission to engage 
the citizens to actively 
participate in democratic 
process to reduce political 
related apathy among the 
citizens”

“When we talk about 
societal challenges 
such as armed robbery, 
kidnapping, terrorism, 
economic sabotage, 
vandalism etc. and weigh 
it with bad governance 
which is generally believed 
to be the root causes and 
the inability of  government 
at all levels to bring all 
these to acceptable end, 
could be as a result of 
citizens unwillingness to 
participate in governance 
process. 

Repeating his earlier 
message, Onwe said, 
“when citizens feel that 
development activities 
perform by the government 
is for them, it means the 
work performed by the 
government is people-
oriented.

An indigene of  the 
local government, Agu 
Ozo in an interview, said 
he was overwhelmed with 
the activities of  ESCSEG, 

urging them to keep the 
tempo high.

The enlightenment 
on voters’ registration 
exercise is apt and timely 
and I encourage them all 
to go ahead with the good 
job, adding that there is 
poor turnout of  people for 
the exercise in the area.

At Uzo Uwani Local 
Government Area the 
INEC Electoral Officer, 
Regina Nweze, who 
spoke during the formal 
inauguration of  the group 
also decried low level of 
voter’s registration exercise 
in the area.

Nweze who was 
represented at the event 
by her assistant, Bona 
Idoko, noted that the 
local government holds 
the record for the least 
registration in the state, 
saying she believes the 
newly inaugurated group 
would turn the situation 
around.

“The turnout is so poor, 
there are moments we stay 
here for a whole day and we 
don’t record anybody. So 
we want greater turnout. 
This local government has 
the lowest turnout for the 
exercise in the entire state.

“The registration of 
voters is the very first stage 
of  our civic responsibility. 
If  you don’t do it, you 
will not be able to contest 
election, you will not be 
able to vote. So the right 
to seek elective positions 
and to vote starts with this 
exercise.

Speaking earlier, the 
state coordinator of 
ESCSEG, Onwe, said that 
the group was determined 
to help mobilize voters 
for the ongoing voter 
registration across the 17 
local government areas of 
the state.

“We started this 
exercise in September this 
year. We are here to help 
INEC to ensure that our 
people are well captured 
in this ongoing voters’ 
registration. We have 
been able to cover Nkanu 
West, Udi and here we 
are in Uzo-Uwani local 
government areas. By next 
month we’ll move to other 
locations.

“After this, the 
inaugurated executives 
will move into the various 
communities and wards 
so that people can be well 
mobilized to participate. 
What we are doing is to 
encourage the executives 
to approach individuals 
who can assist them in the 
communities.

The question on the lips 
of  many people in the Coal 
City State and beyond is: 
“How far will pressure 
groups, government and 
other relevant agencies go 
in making the people have 
confidence in the authority 
at the centre amidst call 
for self-determination 
by Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) and 
the growing security 
challenges in Southeast 
geo-political zone?

ESCSEG Executive members led by Comrade Emmanuel Onyedonzi Onwe

Continues from pg. 10



Sen. Nnachi inspects ongoing
projects across Ebonyi South 

News

T
he 18 newly sworn-in 
commissioners in Imo 
State were on Monday 

told to see their appointment 
as a call to duty and service 
to the people or be thrown 
out if  they resort to doing the 
opposite.

Governor of  Imo State , 
Sen. Hope Uzodimma read 
what appears to be riot act to 
the lucky 18 newly sworn-in 
Commissioners which brings 
the total number to 28.

Ten Commissioners 
were retained by Governor 
Uzodimma when he 
dissolved his cabinet in 
June 6, 2021. Those sworn-
in were Commissioner for 
Environment, Prof. E. J. C. 
Duru; Dr. Prosper Ohayaya 
- Health; Prof. Sylvester 
Okorondudu – Education ; 
Dr. Anthony Mgbeahuruike 
- Livestock;  Barr. Kezie 
Ogaziechi – Lands and 
Physical Planning;  Barr. Rex  
Anunobi -Transport and 
Lady Love Ineh – Housing. 

Others are Hon. Mrs. 
Rubby Emele – Local 
Government and Chieftaincy 
Affairs;  Hon. Simeon 
Ebegbulem – Commerce 
and Industry;  Dr. Okey 
Anukwuen – Special Duties; 
Chief  Ford Ozurumba 
– Labour/Productivity; 
Lady Ann Dozie – Powers/ 
Water Resources;  Rt. Hon. 
Goodluck Opiah –Petroluem 
and Hon. Stanley Obidiegwu 
– Special Projects.  

Others that made the 
list included: Dr. Ugorji O. 
Ugorji –Homeland Security 
and Vigilante Affairs; Dr. 
Elias Emedom – Mines 
and Solid Minerals and 

Hajia Rabbi Ibrahim – 
Humanitarian Affairs.

Addressing the new 
Commissioners after they 
had taken the oath of  office at 
the New Executive Council 
Chambers Government 
House Owerri, the Governor 
congratulated them for their 
“well-deserved appointment” 
and admonished them to hit 
the ground running and be 
proud that they made the 
list of  his Executive Council 
“having been selected from 
many recommendations and 
proposals presented to him.”

Uzodimma reminded 
them that the oath of  office 
they took is more than a 
ritual, “rather solemn com-
mitment to serve Imo people 
by the fear of  God,” warning 
that “the days of  appoint-
ment being seen as come and 
eat is over.”  “In my adminis-
tration appointment is a call 
to duty and public service.”

He sounded it loud and 
clear that they have been in-
vited to come and work and 
make sacrifices to improve 
the lives of  Imo people. “It is 
a rare opportunity,” he noted. 
He told them “to be ready, 
willing and able to hit the 
ground running” with their 
“eyes firmly on the ball.”

According to him, 
they have been given the 
opportunity to serve Imo 
people for posterity and to 
write their names in gold. 

 “I took my time to select 
you people because I wanted 
the best our state can offer.  I 
am satisfied today because 
we have got the best.”

Uzodimma challenged the 
Commissioners to endeavour 

to understand the vision 
and mission statements of 
his government which is 
anchored on transformation 
of  Imo State from nothing to 
something.  ‘’This is a task 
that must be accomplished.”

Governor Uzodimma told 
the team that their primary 
responsibility is service and 
governance and not politick-
ing, the reason they must 
concentrate on working with 
him to “Share Prosperity” to 
Imo people.

He urged them to get the 
manual that encapsulates 

the 3-R mantra as it is the 
signpost and directional 
book containing all the poli-
cies and programmes of  the 
Shared Prosperity Adminis-
tration of  the government.

He acknowledged possible 
shortfalls in the past two 
years of  his administration 
but asked the Commissioners 
to see their appointment as 
an opportunity to correct 
such shortfalls or mistakes 
by bringing their capacity 
and ingenuity to bear as it 
behooves on all of  us to rise 
to the challenges.

He reminded them that his 
government seeks to enforce 
equity, equality and rule of  law 
knowing full well that they are 
the ethnics that define good 
governance.

Highlighting his modest 
achievements in the past 
two years, Governor 
Uzodimma informed that 
his administration has 
restored public confidence 
in governance and that Civil 
Servants have been made to 
key into and follow the pace 
of  the Shared Prosperity 
administration.

Governor Uzodimma 

reiterated that the most 
daunting challenge his 
administration faces so far is 
insecurity but said “to the glory 
of  God we have overcome. Our 
State is relatively better now 
than seven months ago.”

Major highlights of  the 
programme are the elevation 
of  the Bureau for Local 
Government and Chieftaincy 
Affairs to a full -fledged 
Ministry and the redeployment 
of  the Commissioner 
for Health, Dr. Barthy 
Okorochukwu from Ministry 
of  Health to Ministry of 
Agriculture.

T
he Anambra State 
Commissioner for 
Trade, Markets and 

Wealth Creation, Hon. 
Uchenna Okafor, has de-
scribed traders in the state 
under the aegis of  Integrity 
group, as liars who could not 
prove their claim with facts 
that he imposed  market lead-
ership with his anointed  care-
taker committee candidates 
after collecting a whopping 
sum of   N10million from 
them.

Okafor was reacting to a 
five -page petition which the 
group allegedly sent to the 
state Governor, Chief  Willie 
Obiano, over the alleged im-
position.

The petition was titled, “pe-
tition against Hon. Uchenna 
Okafor,  Hon. Commission-
er for Trade, Markets, Com-
merce and Wealth Creation, 
for wanton abuse of  office 
and power, extortion of  funds 
from popular markets in the 
state, imposition of  caretaker 
interim committee system in 
markets around Onitsha, Og-

baru, Idemili and their envi-
rons, blatant refusal to allow 
the conduct of  election into 
the executive position in the 
market union in Anambra 
state.”

Hon. Okafor who spoke 
through the Permanent Sec-
retary, Ministry of  Trade and 
Commerce, Mr. Ike Samuel, 
said that, “we have reasons 
why election was not held in 
the markets. It was because of 
Covid -19 pandemic last year 
and after the Covid-19 we 
could not do the election be-
cause we were talking about 
gubernatorial election”

“As a result we extended 
tenures of  caretaker commit-
tees and in the case of  elected 
executive whose tenure ex-
pired we put caretaker espe-
cially in those markets where 
political tension are too high”

“We try to calm the situa-
tion by appointing a caretaker 
committee and then watch 
it until the situation comes 
down. There is no personal 
intension for that. 

People that are not oppor-

Anambra market crises: Integrity group
traders are liars - Commissioner

tune or it did not favour will 
definitely want to talk. That 
the Commissioner collect-
ed money and installed  his 
candidates is a lie. What we 
are doing is to make sure we 
douse the tension in the mar-
kets. So tenure is extended for 
one reason or the other”.

“We cannot try to satisfy 
one group or the other on the 
negative interest of  govern-
ment. We must watch what is 
happening at that market and 
make sure that place is condu-
cive for election.

“Some markets like main 
market, Ochanja, among oth-
ers that work on season you 
cannot think of  conducting 
election there now. It is the 
people who feel if  you put 
caretaker that it will not fa-
vour them that are making 
the allegation”

On the vow by the Integrity 
group that it would frustrate 
the commissioner’s National 
Assembly, NASS ambition 
he said that the group has no 
such power 

“Many of  the members of 

Your appointment call to service, 
Uzodimma tells 18 new commissioners

the group are misled to talk 
what they don’t know and 
they are saying this thing be-
cause they are not favoured” 
he stated.

In the petition signed by 
the group chairman, Chief 
Obinna Madu and secretary, 
Onyeka Udeogaranya, they 
accused the Commissioner 
of  insisting on imposition of 
caretaker  committees who  
paid him #10million to help 
make money in readiness for 
his political ambition come 
2023.

“Consequently, he differed 
all pleas, mediation and per-
suasion by stakeholders of 
main market Onitsha to be 
allowed to conduct election 
into the executive posts of  the 
market to have way for demo-
cratic leadership  of  the mar-
ket but to no avail because of 
the financial benefits he gets 
there”

“He extended his impo-
sition for financial gains to 
Ose, Nkwo Igbukwu, Ogba-
ru, Bridge head, Ogboafele, 
among other markets.”
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Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State (m) with the newly sworn-in commissioners.

From  David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Senator represent-
ing Ebonyi South Sen-
atorial district, Senator 

Michael Ama Nnachi (PhD), 
has commenced inspection 
tour of  some project sites he 
attracted to his constituency.

The inspection tour which 
commenced from Itim Edda 
internal roads in Afikpo South 
Local Government area of 
the State, also included water 
project sites, other internal 
roads in some parts of  Afikpo 
North, Afikpo south and Ivo 
LGA respectively.  

Sen. Ama Nnachi, who 
expressed happiness with the 
level of  progress in the ongo-
ing projects, said he embarked 
on the inspection tour to as-
certain the level of  progress in 
the various project sites.

He commended the con-
tractors for quality delivery 
and urged them to do more to 
ensure speedy completion of 

the projects, for the benefit of 
his constituents.

As he toured the project 
sites  which included roads, 
solar lights and water pro-
jects, a large portion of  his 
constituents were seen happy 
and hailing him, calling him 
names as “Ike Edda global”, 
“Silent achiever” and the 
“People’s Senator”

 The first port of  call was 
in Itim Edda, where he in-
spected the Itim Edda inter-
nal roads and the multi mil-
lion naira Itim Water project 
which has over 75 percent 
completion.

Other sites inspected in-
cluded the asphalted Nde-
chima road, Amaoso Edda 
as well as the solar powered 
street light in Ndechima 
Amaoso, Afikpo South LGA, 
also, he inspected the rehabil-
itation and construction of  2 
km Ndibe Ugwuegu internal 
road in Afikpo North LGA 
and the solar powered street 
light project respectively.
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Painful Christmas

V
ery many 
d e v e l o p m e n t s 
suggest that 

Nigerians are not in a very 
good standing to celebrate 
this year’s Christmas and 
New Year festivities. From 
insurgency, to empty 
pockets and worst still the 
fear of  insecurity otherwise 
2021 and the Christmas it 
brings is one, everybody 
would wish to go feasting 
and merrying, to usher in a 
brighter new year.

The inability of  
the federal and state 
governments to curb the 
rising spate of  insecurity 
militating against the 
progressive growth of  
the nation’s economy, in 
addition to the governments 
insensitivity over the plight 
of  its citizenry occasioned 
by harsh inordinate policies. 
These ugly developments 
are imposing restrictions 

that are further diminishing 
the jolly nature of  this 
yuletide and New Year 
season. 

With monarchs 
and other responsible 
personalities being 
randomly kidnapped and 
even killed sometimes, this 
year’s seasonal celebration 
is already beclouded by a 
climate of  fear which is 
further worsening the low 
level of  Christmas and New 
Year celebration, infested 
by economic hardship.

As a result of  these, 
things are really hard for 
the people of  this country, 
especially at this festive 
season. Rice, which is a 
staple food for the season, 
has become so unaffordable 
that many citizens will go 
with empty plates this year. 
That is not to talk of  food 
items and condiments that 
make the season menu and 
therapy jolly and merry 
such as chicken, stockfish, 

goat, tomatoes, even drinks 
among many others 

From the results of  
a cursory survey with 
interview on residents of  
various towns and cities 
in the south east; the spirit 
of  this year’s Christmas 
celebration is dampened 
by the reality of  pervasive 
financial incapacity and 
insecurity that have limited 
the country, the states, 
private entities and the 
ordinary citizen.

The reality is that fears 
are growing that inflation 
could burn red hot, as 
Nigerians pay higher prices 
on everything from airfares 
and electricity to rents, fuel, 
transport, food items and 
cooking gas.

Some of  the residents 
who spoke with News Echo, 
correspondents, attributed 
the situation to harsh and 
frustrating economic pains 
inflicted on the people by 
the present administration.

Even though their 
submissions and positions 
were similar and related, 
one of  the respondents who 
identified self  as Joseph 
Okafor said “The cost of  
transportation has now 
gone out of  control and 
far beyond the reach of  the 
average Nigerian people. In 
most cases, it has double 
and tripled.

“Staple food items are 
now like luxury to Nigerian 
families. Rice, yam,  maize, 
vegetable oil, tomatoes, and 
other basic food ingredients 
are so expensive that many 
families are in dire straits 
at the moment as how to 
survive this season.

Another respondent, a 
contractor spoke on phone 
with our correspondent 
said, “Worse, is that the 
Governments especially 
the State governments did 
not pay workers, pensioners 
and even contractors, 
thereby making it difficult 

for this category of  persons 
the celebrate the season 
with fanfare.

“This administration has 
made life very frustrating 
for many Nigerians who put 
their hope on them. Millions 
of  Nigerians cannot buy 
basic food to eat or are 
stranded and cannot travel 
to their villages to be with 
loved ones because of  the 
high cost of  transportation.

“The incompetence 
of  President Buhari and 
his ineffectual policies are 
responsible for the economic 
woes of  our nation. 

“The regime has all 
through and so far been so 
loud in the noise of  promises 
but empty on delivery. 
The Buhari government 
has no known policy on 
the improvement and 
development of  education 
and health; two critical 
sectors that benefit the 
people and jumpstart the 
growth of  the economy.”

Cover

…as insurgency, banditry, kidnapping threaten season

By Bright C. J. Okereke
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Retrospect 

What is ‘Christian’ in Christmas?

The bi-polar world of  
religion consists of  
Islam and Christianity. 

Other world religions such 
as Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Judaism, Confucianism, 
Animism, and a host of  other 
worthy ‘isms’ do not exert 
themselves as expansively 
as the first two have done 
through the ages. December 
25 is generally known 
as a “Christian” holiday 
throughout the world. The 
previous months of  the year 
build-up to this all-important 
day of  the month. Rich 
people indulge in extra lavish 
spending on themselves and 
their friends. Even the poor 
try hard to look their best, 
putting on that special attire 
tucked away at the bottom 
of  their wardrobe, especially 
for Christmas. Workers in all 
sectors take time off  to go back 
to their villages with precious 
food items and assorted gifts 
to match. The ‘mad rush’ of  
traffic on the highways is a 
clear signal of  the imminent 
dawn of  Christmas for 
all. Loads of  accidents, of  
course, happen on dangerous 
roads but people tend to be in 
a much sombre and reflective 
mood, accepting their fate 
with equanimity.

Businesses around 
Christmas also feel the chill 
wind of  the season in terms of  
brisk sales, and rival discounts 
on offer in shop windows. 
Capital markets slow down 
activities on the exchanges as 
normal volatility, gyration, 
and price fluctuations are 
helmed in for the period. 
Even the judiciary becomes 
less busy; many courthouses 
close down as people are 
encouraged to bury the 
hatchet and find reconciliation 
in the spirit of  Christmas. 
Christmas celebrations are 
so encompassing; they have 
become inevitable for all, 
regardless of  faith. And there 
lies the irony.

Christmas is associated 
with the birth of  Jesus in 
the Gregorian calendar of  
December 25, except for 
the fact that no one really 
knows exactly when Jesus 
was born. It is a date that 
remains a subject of  religious 
and academic dispute to this 
day. Some Christians, such 
as the Jehovah Witnesses, 
even forbid their followers 
from marking the birthday 
of  Jesus at all, as it is viewed 
as a sacrilegious act. They 
would rather remain in 
blissful ignorance than take 
a chance on a random date. 
Historically speaking, the 

people who chose December 
25 for the celebration were 
not, in fact, Christians; they 
were pagans holding a feast of  
Saturnalia in ancient Rome. 
The day the sun starts coming 
back, making the day longer 
was called the solstice. Thus, 
December 25 336 AD was 
singled out – memorialised 
– during the reign of  
Constantine in Rome. The 
Romans, including Celtics, 
Norse, Druids, all pagans, 
would share in the celebration 
of  the winter solstice. Some 
place the birth of  Jesus closer 
to the spring, around April, 
but that conflicts with another 
special Christian mythology 
of  the rise of  Jesus from the 
dead. It was the pagans who 
also introduced the Christmas 
tree and, as it happens, nothing 
to do with Jesus or Christmas 
either.  The evergreen tree was 
conceived as a signal of  the 
“return of  life” and “light.” 
It is decorated with lights 
and glittery ornaments with a 
bright star shining at the top. 
All this was later incorporated 
into the celebration of  the 
‘birth’ of  Jesus when the 
Romans finally adopted 
Christianity as a religion. 
The star on the tree became 
the light that guided the 
“wise men” to Jesus Christ in 
Bethlehem. The bells hanging 
on the side symbolised the 
joy and happiness of  the day 
while the wreath serves as an 
emblem of  universal love.

In Greek mythology, 
pine was laced with silver 
adornments. The bells and 
offerings placed under the 
tree were sacrifices to the 

deities which, today, are 
known as “boxing day” 
gifts (i.e. wrapped in boxes 
for presentation. Not to be 
confused for the boxing ring). 
Romans held the evergreen as 
solar symbolism, a testimony 
of  light to the Romans. 
In Japanese and Chinese 
mythology, pine and cypress 
trees are associated with 
immortality and longevity. 
The mistletoe idea was 
invented by the Druids, 
believing it to be a sacred 
item from the oak tree. It 
was something you gave to 
a stranger in the middle of  
nowhere as a sign of  peace. 
The whole idea of  Christmas 
was such a powerful relic of  
paganism that the English 
church banned it for some time 
and the puritans too banned it 
in the US for two decades in 
1644. It was thought to be a 
slight on God Almighty to be 
honouring a day associated 
with pagans. But, the fact 
that it kept coming back, 
demonstrating its staying 
power, was seen as the surest 
sign of  its godliness in the 
latter Christian mythology.

And, of  course, Christmas 
would not be complete 
without Saint Nicholas, also 
known as Santa Claus, a 
monk born in 280 AD. He 
was born in Patara, near 
Myra, in modern-day Turkey. 
He was much admired for his 
piety and kindness especially 
to children, for whom he 
became the patron saint from 
around the third century.

So, what is all this saying? 
That Christmas should be 
divorced from the Christian 

faith? Absolutely not. The 
narrative of  the birth of  
Jesus and its continued hold 
on the psyche of  Christians 
all over the world should 
not readily be dismissed as a 
vacuous enterprise. A system 
of  beliefs is just that; belief, 
not amenable to scientific 
or rational dissection. Other 
great religions of  the world 
have their own important 
and significant parallel, 
even counter-narratives 
as well. Nonetheless, the 
dominance of  Christmas and 
its overwhelming impact on 
ordinary life across all faiths 
makes it an extraordinary 
phenomenon requiring some 
analytic probe. Over the years, 
the religious significance of  
Christmas has been whittled 
down, and untrammelled 
commercialism has taken 
over. Christmas and its 
festivities have become big 
business. It is a time to sell 
goods and make a profit.

That, at the very least, 
is embraced and taken 
advantage of  by Christians 
and Muslims in equal 
measure. It also remains a 
sad occasion for millions of  
poor people, (Christians and 
non-Christians), who can 
only watch others luxuriate 
whilst they look on in despair. 
Beggars prowl the streets 
in greater numbers during 
Christmas, also, to take 
advantage of  the generous 
spirit of  the individuals 
caught up in the festivities.

As a matter of  fact, and 
somewhat in irony, scores of  
people do go hungry during 
Christmas because of  the 
spike in the price of  many 

consumer items. A bag of  
rice, the national staple food 
in Nigeria, as elsewhere in 
Africa, shoots up in price, 
and so is the price of  chicken, 
not to say the turkey that 
accompanies it. After all said 
and done, Christmas is a 
Roman (pagan) tradition that 
has no roots in indigenous 
African life, yet, it has become 
a national obsession in 
virtually all African nations, 
more so than it is in European 
countries where it all started. 
Many in Africa begin 
planning for Christmas as 
early as June. The bulk of  the 
food supply for the occasion 
is almost invariably foreign 
import: turkey, chicken, rice 
and many of  the condiments 
used in the preparation of  
the famous party staple, the 
widely served Senegalese 
invention, jolof  rice. Yes, 
that golden, must-have, 
‘national dish’ is not even 
Nigerian; it was originated 
in the ancient Wolof  (or 
jolof) Empire in Senegal, in 
13th century West Africa. 
Nigeria’s capacity to adapt, 
adopt, and internalise foreign 
beliefs, tastes and inventions 
are legendary. Same goes with 
other nations, I hasten to add. 
Today, no party, certainly no 
Christmas celebration; would 
be complete without the 
universally acclaimed jollof  
rice. It is thus in the spirit of  
joyful, culinary celebrations 
tinged with a hard-headed 
truth-talk, that this column 
signs off  2021, wishing the 
reader a merry Christmas, and 
more fulfilling endeavours in 
the coming months.

Tayo Oke



he Vice Chancellor Tof  the University of  
C a l a b a r  

(UNICAL), Prof. Florence 
Obi, has suspended a 

h r e e  s u s p e c t e d Tkidnappers have 
been nabbed and 

three victims rescued in 
Adamawa State.

T h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e 
c o m m a n d ,  w h i c h 
a n n o u n c e d  t h i s  o n 
T u e s d a y ,  s a i d  t h e 
command's operatives 
arrested the suspects in an 
operation on Sunday, 
December 19.

The command, in a 
press statement signed by 
i t s  s p o k e s m a n ,  D S P 
Suleiman Nguroje, said 
that its operatives attached 
to Maiha Division received 
information from a reliable 
source that some suspected 
kidnappers were sighted on 
Pakka Hills situated in a 
remote side of  Maiha 
Local Government Area.

“The Commissioner 
of  Police, CP Mohammed 
A h m e d  B a r d e , 
immediately deployed the 
command's operatives 
a t t a c h e d  t o  M a i h a 
Division in sustained 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
mi l i ta r y,  o ther  s i s te r 
security agencies and some 
hunters to the area,” the 
statement said.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
explained that the suspects 
were rounded up as a result 

of  the move.
It named the suspects 

as Muhammed Umaru, 37 
years old; a resident of  
Pakka Village, Hamidu 
Idrisu, 30 years old; and a 
resident of  Macimi village 
in Maiha local government 
area, as well as Haruna 
Musa, 42 years old, and a 
resident of  Macimi village.

The police said the 
three were arrested after a 

uthorities of  the 

AB a y e l s a  S t a t e 
Police Command 

has confirmed the arrest 
and arraignment in court 
of  a 35 years old man 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Ke l v i n 
Ekuere, from Koluama 
Community in Southern 
Ijaw Local Government 
area of  Bayelsa State over 
alleged illegal possession 
of  firearms.

The Spokesman of  the 
Bayelsa Police Command, 
SP Asinim Butswat, who 
confirmed the arrest, said 
the  suspect  has  been 
charged to court.

The suspect it was 
ga thered  tha t  dur ing 
interrogation, he claimed 

to be working with one 
T i b i e b i  W o i n e m i 
A m a d e i n ,  w h o  i s  a 
n e p h e w  a n d  C h i e f  
Security Officer to the 
Sena tor  re presen t ing 
Bayelsa Central Senatorial 
Distr ict  of  the State, 
Senator Cleopas Moses 
and also the Assistant 
Publicity Secretary of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, in the State.

It was further gathered 
that the suspect is also been 
investigated for his alleged 
involvement in a failed 
attempt to kidnap one 
Chief  Patrick Ekubo at 
A k e n f a  3  s u b u r b  o f  
Ye n a g o a ,  t h e  S t a t e 
Capital.

It was gathered that 
d e s p i t e  a  s e r i e s  o f  
invitations by the police, 
the Assistant Publicity 
Secretary of  the PDP has 
failed to honour it or give a 
written explanation for his 
absence.

return of  gunshots which 
resulted in the killing of  
one of  the kidnappers.

“The joint operation 
led to the rescue of  three 
victims: Hadiza Abubakar, 
a 35-year-old woman and 
resident of  Kuna village in 
Maiha,” the Police stated.

It gave the names of  
the other two who were 
rescued as Hamidu Musa, 
20 years old and a resident 

of  Pella village in Hong 
Local Government Area; 
and Buba Sale, 18 years old 
and a resident of  Pella 
village.

“The suspects, while 
o n  i n t e r r o g a t i o n , 
c o n f e s s e d  t o  h av i n g 
kidnapped the victims 
f r o m  t h e i r  v a r i o u s 
a d d r e s s e s  a n d  w e r e 
negotiating for ransom,” 
the Police added.

conveyed in a letter signed 
on Tuesday in Calabar by 
the university's Registrar, 
Mr Gabriel Egbe, and 
addressed to the student.

female student of  the 
Faculty of  Law of  the 
institution over alleged 
theft.

The suspension was 

According to the letter, 
the suspension came on the 
heels of  a report received 
by the Vice Chancellor on 
Nov. 23, that the student 
allegedly sneaked into 
Room 102 of  the female 
hostel and took away an 
iPhone XS.

The letter further states 
that the said student 

eventually owned up to the 
offence after an initial 
denial and thereafter 
produced the phone from 
her residence in Calabar 
Municipality.

“The Vice Chancellor, 
according to the letter, 
expressed her displeasure 
with the act of  illegality 
and has approved her 
suspension from studies to 
a l l ow  f o r  f u l l - s c a l e  
investigation into the 
matter,” the letter read.

The letter fur ther 
warned the suspended 

 Chief  Magistrates' 

ACourt in Kaduna 
o n  T u e s d a y 

ordered that a mason, 
A h m e d  U s m a n ,  w h o 
allegedly defiled a nine-
year-old girl be remanded 
in a correctional centre 
pending legal advice.

The police charged 
Usman with defilement.

Magistrate Ibrahim 
Emmanuel, who did not 
take Usman's plea, ordered 
the police to duplicate the 
case file and send same to 
the office of  the Director of  
Public Prosecution, for 
legal advice, according to 
reports.

 man in Adamawa 

AS t a t e ,  M u s a 
U s m a n ,  h a s 

pleaded guilty to stabbing 
his neighbour, Abubakar 
Yunusa, to death.

M u s a  U s m a n  a n d 
Abubakar Yunusa were said 
t o  h a v e  h a d  a 
misunderstanding over a 
goat  on  a  Wednesday 
evening last week when the 
former stabbed the latter in 
his ribs, which led to his 
death.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutor, the one-count 
c h a r g e  o f  c u l p a b l e 

homic ide  cont ravenes 
section 191 of  the Penal 
Code.

“The victim was rushed 
to the Specialist Hospital 
Yola, but was confirmed 
dead the following day by 
the medical doctor,” the 
prosecutor added.

The First Information 
Report tendered before the 
court indicated that it was 
o n e  I d r i s  S a i d u  w h o 
reported the incident to the 
police; hence, the arrest of  
the defendant

Musa Usman who hails 
from Sangere, a community 
i n  Yo l a  S o u t h  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a , 
confessed to the Chief  
Magistrate Court 1 in Yola 
that he perpetrated the 
crime.

The presiding judge of  
t h e  c o u r t ,  A b d u l l a h i 
Mohammed Digil, ordered 
t h e  r e m a n d  o f  t h e 
defendant until January 11, 
2022, as applied for by the 
prosecutor, Seargent Sawe 
Nicholas.

E m m a n u e l ,  w h o 
frowned at the high rate of  
rape of  minors, adjourned 
the case until Jan. 12 for 
hearing.

Earlier, the prosecuting 
officer, Insp Chidi Leo, told 
the court that Usman, who 
resides in Kawo, Kaduna 
S t a t e,  c o m m i t t e d  t h e 
offence on December 2, at 
his residence.

The prosecutor said 
Usman lured the girl into 
his room and defiled her.

The offence, he said, 
contravened the provisions 
of  Section 207 of  the 
Kaduna State Penal Code 
Law, 2017.

student to stay away from 
all academic activities with 
ef fect  f rom the f i rs t  
semester of  the 2022/2023 
academic session.

The letter also urged 
her to appear before the 
Students' Disciplinary 
Committee whenever she 
is invited to defend herself.

“The Dean of  the 
Faculty of  Law and other 
r e l eva n t  a u t h o r i t i e s,  
according to the letter, are 
to ensure full compliance 
with this directive,” the 
letter added.
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h e  F e d e r a l  TGovernment has 
o u t l i n e d  n i n e  

completed and ongoing 
hydropower projects being 
prepared to add 2,672 
megawatts of  electricity to 

h e  N i g e r i a n TE l e c t r i c i t y 
R e g u l a t o r y 

Commission has put the 
number of  unmetered 
power users across the 
country at  about 6.3 
million, despite the mass 
deployment of  meters by 
the Federal Government. 

In its just released 
Second Quarter 2021 
report, the commission 
decried the huge metering 
gap in Nigeria, describing 
it as a key challenge in the 
power sector. 

This came despite the 
Federal Government's 
recent announcement that 
it had deployed about one 
million meters to power 
users nationwide. 

In October this year, 
the government said it 
p r ov i d e d  a b o u t  o n e 
million free meters for 
electricity consumers in 
the past 10 months under 
i t s  N a t i o n a l  M a s s 

Metering Programme.
It, however, revealed 

a t  the  t ime  tha t  the 
number of  unmetered 
power users in Nigeria had 
increased by about two 
m i l l i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e 
metering gap at the start 
of  the NMMP in 2020 was 
about six million. 

The Special Assistant 
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n 
Infrastructure, Ahmed 
Zakari, had disclosed this 
during a live television 
i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n 
monitored in Abuja. 

But an analysis of  the 
NERC's latest second 
quarter 2021 report on 
Monday showed that only 
a little above 40 per cent of  
power users in Nigeria had 
been metered, meaning 
that the rest customers 
w o u l d  b e  r e c e i v i n g 
estimated bills. 

In i ts  repor t ,  the 
regulator said, “The huge 
metering gap for end-use 

customers is still a key 
challenge in the industry. 
T h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e 
commission indicate that, 
o f  t h e  1 1 , 0 5 8 , 9 3 9 
r e g i s t e r e d  e n e r g y 
customers as at June 30, 
2021, only 4,529,497 
(40.95 per cent) have been 
metered. 

“This implies that out 
of  every 10 registered 
electricity customers, six 
are without meters; thus, 
they are on estimated 
billing.”

The commiss ion, 
however, stated that it had 
put in place a mechanism 
to prevent outrageous 
e s t i m a t e d  b i l l i n g  o f  
customer. 

“Using averages (of) 
t h r e e - m o n t h 
consumptions of  metered 
customers on each feeder, 
maximum allowed energy 
consumption estimates 
were computed for each 
customer category and 

tariff  band,” it stated. 
The NERC added, 

“Thus, for each class of  
customer on a feeder, an 
energy estimation cap is 
established to guide the 
D i s c o s  ( d i s t r i b u t i o n 
companies)  and thus 
p r o t e c t  u n m e t e r e d 
customers from being over 
charged while awaiting 
appropriate metering.” 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t 
complaints bordering on 
metering were among the 
highest concerns recorded 
by Discos during the 
reviewed period. 

It stated that during 
the second quarter of  
2021, 11 Discos received 
241,476 complaints from 
consumers, indicating 
1 . 9 1  p e r  c e n t  m o r e 
complaints than those 
received in the first quarter 
of  2021.

Taraba, Gombe, Benue and 
Nasarawa. 

T h e y  i n c l u d e  t h e  
3 0 M W  G u r a r a  I  
hydropower project in 
Kaduna, completed and put 
on concession; 360MW 

the national grid. 
It outlined the projects 

in its latest document 
containing the status of  the 
country's hydropower 
sector, which was obtained 
from the Federal Ministry 

of  Water Resources in 
Abuja and made available 
to newsmen.

Data from the FMWR 
showed that the nine 
projects were located in five 
states including Kaduna, 

Gurara II plant, also in 
K a d u n a ,  w i t h  i t s  
engineering, procurement 
and construction contract 
already awarded.

Others include the 
Kashimbila, Dadin-Kowa 
and It isi  hydropower 
projects with capacities of  
40MW each and located in 
Ta r a b a ,  G o m b e  a n d  
Kaduna states respectively. 

The government said 
both the Kashimbila and 
Dadin-Kowa hydropower 
p r o j e c t s  h a d  b e e n  
completed and were ready 
for concession, while a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding had been 
signed with Kaduna State 
on the Itisi project. 

It said three other 
hydropower  pro jec t s,  
namely, Bawarku, 182MW; 
Makurdi, 1,500MW; and 
Katsina-Ala, 460MW, were 
all located in Benue State. 

The ministry stated 
t h a t  t h e  B a w a r k u  
Hydropower project was in 
its Outline Business Case 
approval stage by the 
Infrastructure Concession 
Regulatory Commission, 
while the Makurdi project 
w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  r e -
validation of  the ICRC 
certification. 

The Outline Business 
Case for the Katsina-Ala 
Hydropower project was 
c u r r e n t l y  o n g o i n g ,  

according to the FMWR.
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

named the ninth power 
plant as the 20MW Farin-
Ruwa Hydropower project 
in Nasarawa State, adding 
that the facility had been 
awarded and would soon 
add to the quantum of  
electricity on the national 
grid. 

“ N i g e r i a  h a s  a  
hydropower potential of  
12,220MW, unfortunately, 
less than 2,000MW of  this 
has been developed at 
Kainji, Jebba and Shiroro 
dams,” the FMWR stated. 

I t  a d d e d ,  “ T h i s  
explains the urgency of  
harnessing the nation's 
hydropower potentials to 
meet the country's power 
needs.” 

The ministry said since 
2015 it had pursued the 
goal of  completing the 
m a n y  i n h e r i t e d  
hydropower projects across 
the country and had 
recorded successes in this 
direction. 

This came as the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  Wa t e r  
Resources,  Su le iman  
Adamu, explained that the 
Federal Government was 
not privatising its dams, 
rather some of  the facilities 
were  on  concess ion,  
particularly those for power 
generation.
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News

I
n another blaze of  victory, the 
Rector of  Federal Polytechnic, 
Engr. Dr. Michael Arimanwa, 

has won an outstanding perfor-
mance award in the utilization of  
research funds. The award was 
presented to him last Thursday 
at Transcorp Hilton Abuja, by a 
foremost government agency, the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETfund).

The management of  TETfund 
led by its Executive Secretary, Prof  
Suleiman Elias Bogoro, found the 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede, wor-
thy in view of  the consistent and 
massive inroads it has made in 
research and learning. It will be 
recalled that the Rector of  the in-
stitution is goal-oriented when it 
comes to research. In fact, he has 
repeatedly made it clear to staff  of  
the institution that they are duty 
bound to be productive research-
ers if  they intend to teach well. 
It is also on record that periodic 
workshops are organised in the 
polytechnic to sensitize staff  of  
the polytechnic on the imperatives 
of  research and publishing. This 
move has yielded results as over 
65 members of  staff  submitted re-
search proposals that were accept-
ed by TETfund, prompting the re-
lease of  over two hundred million 
naira to them.

It bears recalling that at the 
wake of  the COVID-19 pandem-
ic last year, the Rector had quick-
ly assembled a team of  scientists 
and engineers in the polytechnic 
who researched and came up 
with practical ways of  combating 
the pandemic through non-phar-
maceutical methods. The team, 
accordingly, fabricated semi-auto-
mated and automated hand-wash-
ing machines as well as hand-san-
itizers. Already, the school has 
acquired a patent for the automat-
ed hand-washing machines. 

Spurred by the Rector’s policy 
thrust on research, it is interest-
ing that a large number of  staff  of 
the polytechnic have been able to 
access research funds. And this is 
in line with the Rector’s five-point 

PolyNek Rector wins outstanding 
performance award 
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agenda among which is ensuring 
high academic standard among 
staff  of  the polytechnic; as well as 
realizing national and global visi-
bility and ranking for the institu-
tion.

For this year alone, Engr. Dr. 
M.C. Arimanwa has garnered a 
lot of  awards that have enriched 
the kitty of  the Federal Polytech-
nic Nekede. Notably, these awards 
were given by reputable institu-
tions and organisations whose 
mode of  scrutiny is rigorous and 
scientific.

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (centre), His Deputy, Prof  Placid Njoku (9th left), APC State Chairman,
Dr. MacDonald Ebere (9th right), Speaker Imo State Assembly, Rt Hon Kennedy Ibeh (8th right), Hon Princess Miriam 
Onuoha (8th left), Deputy Speaker, Rt. Hon A mara Iwuanyanwu (7th left) and other party members in a group photo-
graph at Ndubuisi Kanu Square, Owerri recently. 

Meanwhile, Engr. Dr. Michael 
Arimanwa, has also won the 
award of  Public Servant of  the 
Year, thus affirming the axiom 
that a golden fish has no hiding 
place. The Public Servant of  the 
Year Award was presented to the 
Rector last Saturday by the Nige-
rian Union of  Journalists, at the 
grand finale of  the annual press 
week held at the NUJ Press Cen-
tre, New Owerri. 

Receiving the award on be-
half  of  the Rector, Chief  Chris 
Onyemenonu (Deputy Rector, 

Academic), expressed joy at the 
excellent recognition of  the pow-
erful achievements made by Engr. 
Dr. Michael Arimanwa at the Fed-
eral Polytechnic Nekede. He also 
observed that the award would be 
cherished because of  the sincer-
ity of  purpose behind it, as well 
as the global reputation of  men 
of  the fourth estate of  the realm 
who operate under the auspices of  
the Nigerian Union of  Journalists 
(NUJ). 

Recall that in 2021 alone, Engr. 
Dr. M.C. Arimanwa has netted 

many awards and fellowships ow-
ing to his genuine commitment 
to educational development and 
outstanding performance as 8th 
substantive Rector of  the Feder-
al Polytechnic Nekede. And like 
a golden fish, there has been no 
hiding place for the gentleman 
cleric, as his powerful personality 
has kept a flurry of  awards and 
goodwill surging towards him. Re-
markably, the awards and garlands 
given to him come from reputable 
national and multi-national organ-
isations.

Japanese billionaire returns to 
Earth from space trip
The fashion tycoon Yusaku 

Maezawa may have paid as 
much as €71 million for the trip. He 
is currently planning a trip to the 
moon.

Japanese billionaire Yusaku 
Maezawa returned to Earth on 
Monday after spending 12 days on 
board the International Space Sta-
tion, Russia’s space agency Roscos-
mos said.

Maezawa is a fashion tycoon who 
sold his online fashion business 
Zozo to SoftBank in 2019. Forbes 
estimates his worth as $1.9 (€1.69) 
billion.

Maezawa parachuted onto Ka-
zakhstan’s steppe at around the 

planned time of  0313 GMT, along 
with his assistant and film producer 
Yozo Hirano, and Russian cosmo-
naut Alexander Misurkin.

The landing site was located 150 
kilometers southeast of  Zhezkazgan 
in central Kazakhstan, where there 
was precipitation and sub-zero tem-
peratures.

Maezawa made the trip in a Rus-
sian ‘Soyuz’ spacecraft and became 
the first space tourist to travel to the 
International Space Station in more 
than a decade.

The entrepreneur made a variety 
of  posts on social media from his 
trip, including photos from space of 
his home prefecture of  Chiba, and 

videos showing how to make tea 
in zero gravity and discussing his 
shortage of  fresh underwear.

In a live interview from the or-
biting space station, Maezawa said 
that “once you are in space, you re-
alize how much it is worth it by hav-
ing this amazing experience.”

When asked about claims that 
he had paid more than $80 million 
(€71 million) for the trip, Maezawa 
said he couldn’t disclose the exact 
sum but admitted that he paid “pret-
ty much” that much. Maezawa is 
currently searching for eight people 
to join him on a trip to the moon 
in 2023. Applicants are required to 
pass medical tests and an interview. 

Punches thrown in Ghana parliament
over proposed electronic payments tax

A 
brawl broke out on the 
floor of  Ghana’s parlia-
ment late on Monday as 

lawmakers debated a proposed tax 
on electronic transactions that has 
divided the house for weeks.

The 1.75% e-levy, which would 
include taxes on mobile money 
payments, has been fiercely op-
posed by the opposition since it 
was first proposed last month, and 
held up the passing of  the national 
budget.

Members of  parliament rushed 
the front of  the chamber after 
Speaker Alban Bagbin suggested 
the tax be debated and voted upon 
under a hastened ‘urgency’ pro-
cedure. Some threw punches and 
grappled while others restrained 
their colleagues.

Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Art-
ta argues that the levy would widen 
the tax net and raise an additional 
6.9 billion Ghanaian cedi ($1.15 
billion) in 2022.

But his proposal was met with 
boos and jeers in parliament when 
it was first announced.

Those opposed to the levy say 
it would disproportionately affect 
lower-income people and those 
outside the formal banking system 
who rely heavily rely on mobile 
money transfers, reducing overall 
economic activity.

Ofori-Artta has promised to hold 
further discussions with stakehold-
ers about the levy.

A vote on whether or not to pro-
ceed with the urgency procedure 
will resume on Tuesday.

Church gives back, begins free school in 
Aba for indigent pupils 
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

T
he Omega Power Ministries 
(OPM), with its headquar-
ters in Port Harcourt, has 

announced the opening of  a free 
school in Aba, Abia State to cater 
for indigent children in the Enyim-
ba city.

The General Overseer of  OPM, 
Apostle Chibuzor Chinyere said 
that the school is the second one in 
Abia and the 18th OPM free school 
in Nigeria with the rest located in 
Rivers, Lagos, Akwa Ibom, Anam-
bra, Bayelsa and Plateau states.

Chinyere disclosed this in an in-
terview with our correspondent in 
Aba on Tuesday and said that he 
built the first free school 10 years 
ago at his village Ohanku, Ndoki in 
Ukwa East LGA, Abia State to en-
sure indigent children have access to 
free education and a better life.

He noted that he also rebuilt a 
government secondary school in 
Ohanku, his village and turned it 
into a free school by paying all the 
student’s fees and providing for their 
needs.

Chinyere said that the Aba free 
school will take off  fully in January 
2022 and has provision for about 60 
students who would have access to 
a library and computers for studies.

He said that the lucky students 
will also enjoy access to free books, 
school uniforms and sandals.

The OPM overseer said that the 
school located at No 30, Compost 
Road, Ogbor Hill, Aba with double 
large two-story buildings will be ex-
panded to accommodate more stu-
dents as the need arises.

He also said that students who 
were unfortunate to have lost a par-
ent or guardian and dropped out of 

school, as a result, have the oppor-
tunity to join the school and com-
plete their education.

He said that the school will host 
a nursery section from classes one 
to three and a primary section from 
classes one to six.

The cleric who said he has a pas-
sion for the education of  young 
people had acquired N110 million 
property in Port Harcourt and built 
a free school for children with Au-

tism and Down Syndrome with a 
bus to convey them. He said, “We 
hereby invite all orphans, children 
of  poor widows and parents that 
their children have stopped going to 
school because of  lack of  money, to 
go to the address for free admission 
and school uniforms.

“Our free schools are funded 
through the tithes and offerings 
of  members of  the church and all 
tribes and religions are welcomed 
into our free schools as usual.”
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Construction work at 
Bende-Okporenyi road:  
We’re only remembered  
during elections - Villagers
Reconstruction of  Bende-

Okporenyi road in Bende 
LGA of  Abia State has 

commenced, signaling end to the 
misery of  rural dwellers in the 
area.

The populous town commands 
important position on the political 
map of  Abia State as quantum of  
votes are usually harvested from 
various villages that make it up, 
during elections.

This political relevance of  the 
Okporenyi people have made some 
indigenes to lament that they are 
only remembered by government 
officials and politicians during 
elections, after which they would 
again dump the villages till another 
election period.

The road, which is rated among 
the three worst roads in Abia 
State, has been a death  trap for 
about  two decades now, because 
of  abandonment by successive 
administrations.

Apart from bad roads, erosion 
menace in some portions, have 
also destroyed good chunk of  the 
roads, leaving  the traveller to sing 
‘The Lord is my Shephard’.

Trading activities which 
hallmarked Okporenyi have also  
nosedived abysmally in the last 
few years, as prospective traders 
from neighboring communities 
took their wares elsewhere while 
farmers from Okporenyi who 
harvested farm produce from their 
farms found it hard to market 
them beyond their shore, because 
of  bad roads.

Medical services have also 
been affected by the poor road 
condition, with pregnant women 
in some cases, not able to access 
the needed medical attention 
especially in the time of  emergency.

Indigenes on their own, had 
variously pulled resources together 
to carry out repair works on some 
dangerous portions of  the road.

Unfortunately, the concerted  
community  efforts  are not enough  
as it is only the intervention of  
federal and state governments that 
could save the situation.

However, succour seems 
to have come the way of  the 
rural people of  Okporenyi as 
the member representing Bende 
federal constituency, Hon. Ben 

rural areas for development.
The road, which has  for now, 

attained a 1 km long starting 
from the Bende axis of  Ohafia-
Arochukwu federal road  is, 
according to an aide to the federal 
lawmaker, expected to extend 
down to more villages, especially 

the worst-hit areas before the 2022 
rainy season.

It would be recalled that during 
the 2019 House of  Representatives 
campaigns, Ben Kalu had 
promised to accord the road its 
needed attention, and return the 
benefiting villages to the path of  

development.
The ongoing project has 

attracted the commendation of  
indigenes of  Okporenyi and other 
Abians  who have also appealed 
to the House of  Reps member to 
monitor the contractors handling 
the project.

This call, they said, was 
necessary to prevent the contractor 
from abandoning it or doing 
shoddy works.

Some of  the respondents, 
Ekekwe Ekekwe and  Johnson 
Ugochukwu who bared their 
minds, urged the federal lawmaker 
to ensure that the road project 
does not stop midway.

“I attended a function in 
Okporenyi this year and it was a 
horrible experience. I hope the 
road won’t be abandoned on the 
way or politicized. God bless Hon. 
Kalu”, said Ugochukwu.

Another indigene residing in 
Igbere street, Umuahia, Mazi 
Andrew Uzoubi said,  “whoever 
is attracting this road work, may 
God bless him or her. I have not 
travelled  to my village Okporenyi 
since June this year . No road. If  
you manage to get Okada or bus, 
they charge high fee.”

“The government officials 

poor transportation and trading 
activities in the areas would soon 
be surmounted.

When fixed, the Okporenyi 
road is expected to return 
the agrarian community to 
development.

Kalu has taken a step 
to change the story.

To this end, a road 
reconstruction and 
rehabilitation project 
have commenced 
on the road, aimed 
at making the road 
motorable and 
opening up remaining 

and politicians 
are cunny, the y 
remember us 
during elections 
but once they 
win, they return 
to Umuahia and 
Abuja till another 
four years. I hope 
this one will not 
be like the old 
style. My people 
of  Okporenyi 
have suffered 
enough” said the 
Okporenyi man, 
Andrew Uzoubi.

The concerned 
indigenes also 
called for the 
use of  quality 
drainage system 
for the road, 
to ensure its 
durability.

T h e  y
e x p r e s s e d 
s a t i s f a c t i o n 
that issues of  

From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Bende-Okporenyi road under construction
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SPORTS
uper Eagles interim 

Scoach  Augus t ine 
Eguavoen said he 

won't enforce any code of  
conduct or set up any 
s t r i n g e n t  r u l e s  a n d 
regulations within the 
team..

This comes as former 
coach Gernot Rohr was 
accused of  losing the 
dressing room and rampant 
indiscipline by the Nigeria 
Fo o t b a l l  Fe d e r a t i o n 
president Amaju Pinnick, 
who said it was the major 
reason for sacking the 
German.

“That would be very 

h e  N i g e r i a TF o o t b a l l 
Federation is set 

for a windfall of  $19m 
every four years from 
FIFA i f  the biennial 
World Cup plans see the 
light of  the day. 

The world body held a 
virtual global summit to 
d i s c u s s  i t s  h i g h l y 
controversial plans to 
stage the World Cup every 
two years instead of  the 
current four-year cycle, as 
p a r t  o f  a  n e w 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a t c h 
calendar for the period 
beyond 2024. 

FIFA, at the meeting, 
vowed to hand over an 
extra $19m every four 
years to each of  its 211 
member federations, if  it 
succeeded in its attempt to 

hold the World Cup every 
two years. 

I t s  e c o n o m i c 
a r g u m e n t s  h a d  n o t 
previously been explicitly 
stated, but FIFA will hope 
the numbers can at least 
persuade smaller nations 
to get behind the plans.

If  the World Cup is 
held every two years, an 
independent report by 
market researchers at 
Nielsen estimated that 
approximately $4.4bn of  
additional revenues would 
be generated over four 
years. 

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o 
suggested that income 
from gate receipts, media 
rights and sponsorship for 
a 48-team tournament — 
as the World Cup is set to 
become from 2026 — 

four years for European 
federa t ions,  i f  FIFA 
adopts its controversial 
plan. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Leagues Forum, which 
represents 42 member 
leagues across the globe, 
estimated that domestic 
competitions stood to lose 
a combined $8.5bn if  
FIFA had its way. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
independent report by 
Open Economics, shared 
by FIFA, “his tor ica l 
revenue trends of  the most 
r e l e v a n t  c l u b s  a n d 
na t iona l  t eams  f ina l 
tournaments show no 
apparent rivalry between 
the two.” 

However, that report 
did not  advance any 
figures. 

could increase from $7bn 
to $11.4bn, a rise of  more 
than 60 per cent.

B y  c r e a t i n g  a 
“Solidarity Fund” of  
some $3.5bn in the first 
four years of  the reformed 
calendar, FIFA estimates 
it could allocate “around 
$16m” to every federation 
over that period, it said. 

In addition to that, 
F I FA  a l s o  p l a n s  t o 
increase funding via its 
F I F A  F o r w a r d 
programme by $3m from 
the current $6m to $9m. 

A  r e p o r t 
c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y 
E u r o p e a n  f o o t b a l l ' s 
governing body UEFA 
recent ly  es t imated  a 
shor t fa l l  o f  be tween 
€2.5bn and  €3bn over 

difficult to answer because I 
like to leave players to be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r 
actions, they are not kids,” 
E g u ave o n  s a i d  i n  a n 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h
Nigeria Info FM, Abuja.

He continued: “Some of  
them are married and 
manage their own homes 
and they are professionals 
who leave off  football. So if  
you now start coming up 
with a code of  conduct, 
they are not U-17 but the 
senior team, it would be a 
bit funny.

“But  i f  i t  becomes 
necessary we will.”

He added: “I think the 
first meeting, we will just 
have to interact and let 
them know the dos and 
don'ts instead of  typing on 
a sheet of  paper and giving 
it to adults.

“ I  k n o w  w h y  t h i s 
question is coming up 
because a lot of  people have 
talked about indiscipline in 
the team of  which I have 
not seen in the entire time I 
have been within the team, 
at home games in Lagos, 
and the few time we went 
away. If  any player falters, 
he is out,” he warned.

Meanwhile, Eguavoen 

sent his best wishes to 
injured Napoli striker, 
Victor Osimhen and hopes 
he can make a return to the 
Nigeria national team 
soon.

The 22-year-old suffered 
f a c i a l  i n j u r i e s  a n d  a 
damaged eye socket in the 
Partenopei's 3-2 defeat 

aris Saint-Germain Pstar, Lionel Messi, 
has been left out of  

the Ligue 1 team of  the 
year.

Messi was not included 
in the team alongside 
teammate, Neymar.

T h e  t e a m  w a s 
compiled by the Football 
Observatory with players 
w h o  h a v e  p l a y e d  a 
minimum of  900 minutes 
selected according to the 
CIES Performance Index 
powered by Opta data.

Messi has scored just 
one goal and provided five 
assists for PSG since 
joining the club from 
Barcelona last summer.

The Argentine captain 
h a s  a l s o  b e e n 
overshadowed by his 
teammate Kylian Mbappe 
a t  P S G  a n d  h a s 
subsequently been left out 
of  Football Observatory's 
XI this year.

Meanwhile, PSG stars, 
Achraf  Hakimi, Kylian 
M b a p p e ,  P r e s n e l 
Kimpembe and Idrissa 
Gueye all secured a place 
in the XI.

Marseille ace, Dimitri 
Payet, also landed a place 
in the team after scoring 13 
goals in 14 games for his 
team so far this season.

Manchester United 
transfer target, Boubacar 
Kamara, who plays for 
Marseille, also made the 
list.

A r s e n a l  o u t c a s t , 
William Saliba, who is 
cur ren t ly  on  loan  a t 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  h ave 
r e k i n d l e d 

interest in signing Lazio 
m i d f i e l d e r ,  S e r g e j 
Milinkovic-Savic.

T h e  S e r b i a 
international was one of  a 
number of  high-profile 
names who were linked 
with Old Trafford during 
t h e  s u m m e r  b e f o r e 
remaining with his club.

However, the 26-year-
old remains on the radar of  
s e v e r a l  b i g  c l u b s , 
particularly at a time when 
there are no guarantees 
ove r  L a z i o  s e c u r i n g 

European football for the 
next campaign.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I l 
Messaggero, United are 
continuing to monitor the 
s i tua t ion  ahead  o f  a 
potential approach at the 
end of  the season.

Despite Milinkovic-
Savic possessing a contract 
until 2024, it is suggested 
that his agent has already 
agreed with club officials 
that he can depart Stadio 
Olimpico.

Rea l  Madr id  and 

Juventus have also been 

credited 

Marseille, also secured a 
spot in the starting XI.

Others that made the 
list are Brest's Romain 
Faivre,  Montpel l ier ' s 
Jo n a s  O m l i n ,  S t a d e 
Rennais's Nayef  Aguerd 
and Lens' Seko Fofana.

away to Inter in November, 
but he could return to 
action earlier than the 
three-month prognosis that 
was predicted.

“First of  all, we hope 
that he is well and can 
r e c o v e r  a s  s o o n  a s 
possible,” Eguavoen told 
Nigeria Info FM, Abuja.

“I am sure that Victor 
has a great desire to play 
and help his national team, 
but above all  he must 
recover his fitness as best as 
possible,  and then we 
shou ld  under s tand  i f  
Napoli will let him go.

“If  Osimhen is not with 

us, we have other good 

players who can replace 

him.”

Wednesday 22 – Thursday 23, December, 2021

Super Eagles: Eguaveon rules out code of conduct
…Unsure of  Osimhen for AFCON

NFF to receive $19m from FIFA
every four years

Messi, others missing from Ligue 1
team of the year 

Man United to revive
interest in
Milinkovic-Savic

MessiMessiMessi

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Chigozie	Uzosike,	08137914644

Pg. 15

Pg. 16

Rallying Point
With Chigozie Uzosike 

Phone: 07037723606
E-mail: journalistchigozie@gmail.com

EISSN: 2736-0548   WEDNESDAY 22 – THURSDAY 23, DECEMBER 2021   VOL. 2 NO. 148 N200 

The fresh news people

Man slumps, dies in Aba

Man remanded for
allegedly defiling
nine-year-old girl

I
n eight days from now, less 

than, as we approach the 

expected 30th December, the 

long awaited event will rent the air 

as everything is put in place to 

make it a day to remember.

 T h e  O f a l a  f e s t i v a l  i n 

Uzoagba Ikeduru and Imo State 

by extension, being introduced by 

Clan Chief  (Prof) Chimezie 

Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) 

will strike a chord that will leave 

an impression for as many as will 

a t t end .  The  pe r spec t ive  i s 

unprecedented, the perspective is 

u n c o m m o n .  W h a t ' s  t h i s 

perspective that's being sought-

after. Follow me!

 The vibes of  the Ofala has 

permeated every end of  the world. 

Sometimes, it is not about when 

one does a thing but it is about how 

far what one does goes. 

 Even, the owners of  the Ofala 

will be glad at the crescendo upon 

which the hype of  the event has 

reached. 

 Ebubemba Ikeduru has, in 

his kind of  doing things, added 

colour, impetus, character, finesse 

a n d  b e a u t y  t o  t h i s  O f a l a 

anniversary. He has styled the 

once casually celebrated Ofala. He 

has brought out most salivating 

ingredients of  the celebration. He 

has seasoned the event so much so 

that the appetite to attend, instead 

of  missing has been wet.

 That's the perspective that 

has not been seen in the chain of  

the  myriads  of  ce lebrat ion 

anywhere in the world. Ebubemba 

Ikeduru has prepared the Ofala 

dish with most expensive recipe 

that  ser ves  the  Ofa la  wi th 

scintillating aroma that becomes 

difficult for one not to endeavor to 

attend and relish.

 Sometimes, the aroma of  a 

meal can make one tarry until that 

food is brought down from the fire 

for service... that's the perspective 

that Ebubemba Ikeduru has re-

wired and repackaged the Ofala.

 The jingles alone that have 

dominated the radio airwaves can 

make one go Gaga with that great 

voice from KC Voice. Indeed, it is a 

cadence of  sort.

 Every artiste that will perform 

was made to do a confirmation 

video, that's a perspective that's rare 

and unique. The traditional rulers 

from across the south east have 

confirmed their attendance, Eze 

U z u  n a  I c h i d a  c a m e  w i t h 

frightening confirmation and I said 

to myself, whaooo, what a way to 

make impression. Nonsonkwa 

came on with his comedian 

pattern followed by Anyi Ichaka, 

Fefe Pericoma. This is one event 

that a lot of  people have circled 

their calendar to attend this 

season.

 The day has been packaged to 

make sure that no aspect of  the 

celebration is missing out. The 

timing has been so design that one 

cannot afford to blink the eye, if  

one blinks the eye, one has missed 

an event. From onset to dawn, the 

event encapsulates one given the 

litany of  activities lined up for 

your delight.

 Ebubemba perspective has 

come highly recommended, 

highly talked about and highly 

celebrative. The newly conferred 

Ahumara Eze Mma of  Umuguma 

ancient kingdom will dot the lines 

of  that celebration will charisma 

t h a t  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  e v e n t 

memorable with the man and/in 

the minds of  Imolites and guests 

that will come from far and 

near.

 The  perspect ive  wi l l 

persevere along the spirit of  the 

event for anyone that intends to 

celebrate same in the future. 

There's no gain saying the fact, 

Ebubemba Ikeduru has spiced 

up the event with customized 

arrangements typical of  his 

personality which is known for 

bringing in novel ideas and 

impact.

 Besides Ofala anniversary, 

a lot of  packages have been 

pencil down to touch the lives 

of  the people of  Uzoagba 

Ikeduru. Uzoagba Stars Club 

of  Nigeria will make that day 

glorious.

 The Ofala anniversary is 

not replete nor prepared with 

vain glory that deviates from 

the celebration of  the season of  

Christmas. The menu of  the 

event keeps one still in the 

festive mood. Immorality of  

c e l e b r a t i o n  i s  t h r o w n 

overboard and jettisoned for a 

more morality-filled event 

especially that Ebubemba 

Ikeduru is a knight of  the 

church. The clergy will all be 

a round to  g ive  sp i r i tua l 

endorsement to this Ofala of  

our time.

 As I write this piece, none 

has packaged Ofala the way it 

has been designed. When you 

read through the rectos and 

versos of  this material, you will 

agree with me that, of  a truth, 

this Ofala will make your day, 

worth the while.

Ofala Festival: 
The Ebubemba perspective

Ebubemba Ikeduru 
has, in his kind of doing 

things, added colour, 
impetus, character, 

finesse and beauty to 
this Ofala anniversary. He 

has styled the once 
casually celebrated Ofala. 
He has brought out most 
salivating ingredients of 

the celebration.

Ebubemba Ikeduru


