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NEWS

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice command has 
rescued one Chuk-

wu Felicia Nkechi, who 
was kidnapped by suspect-

Ebonyi police foils kidnap, rescues 
victim, kills gang leader

ed hoodlums, along Nsug-
be street in Abakaliki the 
State capital.

The State Police spokes-
person, DSP Loveth 
Obianuju  Odah, who 
disclosed this in a press 
release in Abakaliki,  said 

the Police engaged the 
suspects in a gun duel and 
in the process one of  the 
them who was  later iden-
tified  as the gang leader, 
sustained bullet wound 
injuries, while other gang 
members escaped to the 
nearby bush abandoning 
the victim/vehicle. 

“On 14th December 
2021 at about 1600hrs in-
formation was received 
through the Command 
control room that One 
Chukwu Felicia Nkechi ‘f ’ 
of  No. 3 Eze-Ukwaje street 
mile 50 Abakaliki was kid-
napped in her official car 

a Toyota corolla Car 2011 
model along Nsugbe street 
Abakaliki by some armed 
men.

“On the strength of  the 
report, the Police Opera-
tives attached to the An-
ti-Kidnapping Squad of  
the Command swung into 
action, trailed the kidnap-
pers to their hideout at 
New Layout Nkaliki in 
Abakaliki Local Govern-
ment Area of  the State. 

“The hoodlums on sight-
ing the Police opened fire 
at them, the policemen 
professionally engaged 
them in a gun duel and 

during the encounter one 
of  the hoodlums who was  
later identified by the vic-
tim as the gang leader, 
sustained bullet wound in-
juries, while his other gang 
members escaped to the 
nearby bush abandoning 
the victim/Vehicle. 

“The victim was res-
cued unhurt and taken to 
the hospital for a medical 
check-up. The following 
items were recovered from 
the scene, One English 
Berretta pistol, with 9mm 
live ammunition and the 
said Toyota Corolla Car.

“The injured suspect 

CTA assures of repositioning original 
status of FCT inhabitants 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

C
entre for Transparen-
cy Advocacy (CTA) 
has assured of  sup-

port to the original inhabit-
ants in the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) to get better 
attention and regain their 
relevance in the scheme of  
things.

Executive Director of  the 
Centre Ms Faith Nwadishi 
stated this on Tuesday in 
Abuja at the launch of  a 
Project, ‘Promoting Cul-
tural Values and Rights of  
Original Inhabitants (Ols) 
in the FCT through Drama 
and Art Forms’.

She said that for decades, 
the original inhabitants 

had faced several forms of  
infringement on their fun-
damental rights which had 
occasioned the idea.

According to her, the in-
fringement has manifested 
in the form of  institutional-
ized discrimination, disen-
franchisement and outright 
marginalization within the 
Nigerian polity.

“The Original Inhabitants 
were not only made state-
less by the acquired status 
of  FCT but has continued 
to suffer from environmen-
tal pollution, degradation, 
loss of  farmlands and other 
means of  livelihood occa-
sioned by massive construc-
tions within the territory. 

“The most grievous of  
these deprivations is the 

near loss of  identity of  the 
inhabitants who have been 
tossed into other states 
thereby compromising their 
ways of  live and culture.

“It will interest you to 
note that the symbol at the 
Abuja City Gate in no way 
depicts the culture or relics 
of  the Gbagyi People ei-
ther in artwork, traditional 
colours or by any means 
related to the philosophy 
and culture of  the Gbagyi 
people.”

Nwadishi further said that 
the objectives of  the project 
include improved aware-
ness and voice of  FCT Orig-
inal Inhabitants about their 
rights, responsibilities, and 
options through a Commu-
nity Theatre Group that this 

Anambra keke owners lament 
extortion, killings by cultists
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
ricycle (keke) opera-
tors on Wednesday 
protested over what 

they termed obnoxious lev-
ies and harassment by gov-
ernment task force as well 
as killings by cultists in An-
ambra state.

The keke operators 
under the umbrella of  
Awka North and South 
Keke Drivers Welfare Fo-
rum drove round Aroma, 
through Enugu-Awka-Onit-
sha expressway to Unizik 
junction before terminating 
at Alex Ekwueme square.

The protesters displayed 
placards with various in-
scriptions like, “Say no to 
monthly dues quoted for 
security money”, “Govern-
ment cannot continue to 
play ostrich to our plight”, 
We are Union not slaves to 
tax masters”, “Say no to 
cultist leadership”, Say no 
to intimidation and phys-
ical abuse to Keke opera-
tors”.

Speaking to newsmen, 
the coordinator, Awka 
North and South Keke 
Drivers Welfare Forum, 
Comrade Osita Obi alleged 
that operators paid various 
illegal dues and were har-
assed and intimidated by 
self  acclaimed leadership 
of  Keke agents approved 
by government and cultists 
who infiltrated the Keke 
operators business.

“We humbly call on 
the governor-elect, Prof  
Charles Soludo to urgently 
intervene in our plight and 
come to our rescue. There 
is nothing we can do about 
this daredevil.  We only 
want the right levies admin-
istered”, he added.

He listed alleged levies 
to include, membership 
registration of  N45,000, 
membership ID card year-
ly renewal N2,500, bucket 
N6,800, ATMC N4600, 
painting of  gate colour 
N5,500, re-registration of  
union N5,000, and end of  
year levy N4,500.

“The agitation is that 
Keke operators be allowed 
to organise themselves, 
hold election to pick their 
leaders. We are working 
to restore sanity in Awka 

North and South area.
“A lot of  people have been 

killed, many operators are 
extorted by cultists, if  any-
thing happens to operators, 
we will hold government re-
sponsible.

“Keke operators are no 
longer ready to pay obnox-
ious levies”, Obi said as he 
commended security opera-
tives who provided security 
for the event and the newly 
governor-elect, Prof  Chuk-
wuma Soludo, hoping that 
he will not encourage this 
extortion by this so called 
Keke leadership.”

Reacting on behalf  of  the 
state government, Perma-
nent Secretary, Ministry of  
Transport, Emma Ude Ak-
peh advised any member 
forced to pay levy in respect 
of  end of  year party /get 
together to immediately re-
port to the Ministry.

Akpeh, in a statement 
said, “The attention of  the 
Ministry has been drawn to 
increasing cases of  alleged 
attempts by some persons 
claiming to be officials of  
Tricycle (Keke) Union in 
the state to compel tricycle 
riders to pay certain levy 
for End of  Year party/get 
together”. The Ministry 
however said that members 
of  recognized/registered 
transport unions who were 
elected  not to participate 
in such and must never be 
compelled to participate or 
pay any levy to that effect 
by any whether union offi-
cial or not.

Cassava not responsible for diabetes, goiter - Okafor

A 
lecturer of  Michael 
Okpara Universi-
ty of  Agriculture, 

Umudike,  Prof.  Polycarp 
Nnacheta Okafor has said 
that consumption of  cas-
sava is not responsible for 

cases of  diabetes, goiter and 
paralysis in humans.

Okafor made this dis-
closure at Michael Okpara 
University of  Agriculture, 
Umudike, Abia State while 
delivering the 52nd inaugu-
ral lecture of  the university. 
He affirmed that deficiency 
of  iodine is responsible for 
the development of  goiter in 
a person.

The Professor of  Bio-
chemical Technology said 
that the information is based 
on a 27-year- old research, 
which produced various 
results to the fact that con-
sumption of  cassava does 
not cause goiter, paralyses 
and diabetes in humans.

According to him, sam-
ples were collected from 
Abia, Enugu, Edo, Oyo 
States and thoroughly ana-
lysed which dismissed the 
claims that the above men-
tioned diseases came from 
cassava.

“An authority has spo-

FEDPONEK registrar charges 
staff on work ethics

ken. Go and enjoy your 
Akpu. But avoid processing 
it with harmful substances. 
Try also, to avoid synthetic 
foods and drinks like fre-
quent fruit drinks.”

He maintained that it is 
only when cassava roots 
come in contact with harm-
ful substances that it is not 
recommended for consump-
tion.

Prof  Okafor, who took 
time to analyze his research, 
said it was a shame that 
De-United, a foreign-owned 
company transformed cas-
sava roots popular food 
for kids and adults yet, the 
same cassava is still been 
denigrated.

He charged the National 
Agency for Food and Drugs 
Administration, (NAF-
DAC) Standard Organiza-
tion of  Nigeria (SON) and 
all relevant regulatory agen-
cies to stop the discharging 
of  dangerous substances 
into our water systems and 
to control the emission of  

project would establish. 
Other objective she said 

included improved level 
of  responsiveness of  gov-
ernment institutions and 
actors to address the injus-
tices arising from extractive 
mining through advocacy 
for mining contract trans-
parency. 

In his remarks, the Esu 
Bwari Dr Ibrahim Yaro 
lamented that the original 
inhabitants  were so mar -
ginalized “that we have no 
say in the scheme of  things 
in the FCT”.

News Echo reports that 
the project was sponsored 
by Centre for Human 
Rights and Civic Education 
(CHRICED) and MacAr-
thur Foundation.

was rushed to the Federal 
Teaching Hospital, Abaka-
liki for medical treatment 
but was later confirmed 
dead by a Doctor on duty. 
The body was deposited at 
the same hospital mortu-
ary for presentation.

 However the State Com-
missioner of  Police CP. 
Aliyu Garba has ordered 
an intensive manhunt of  
the fleeing gang members 
as he reaffirms the Com-
mand’s continued commit-
ment to ensuring the safety 
of  lives and properties of  
the citizens of  the state.

Registrar of  the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede, 

Mrs. Eucharia Anuna, has 
tasked the staff  of  the insti-
tution on ethical conduct. 

The Poly scribe gave this 
charge at the recently con-
cluded Women’s Week of  
the institution organized 
under the aegis of  Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede, Ow-
erri Women Association 
(FEPNOWA).

In a lecture entitled 
“Work and Ethics”, the 
Registrar affirmed that the 
success of  any organization 
is tied to the ethical conduct 
of  its staff. According to 
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deadly wastes into the air.
He advised the federal 

government and relevant 
agencies to give cassava and 
its products the needed at-
tention which would in turn, 
boost the Nigerian economy 
by enhancing affordability 
and availability of  foods.

The federal ministry of  
agriculture, he demanded, 
should rise to the occasion 
even as he warned parents 
against giving their children 
fruit juices on frequent basis, 
warning that such children 
would grow up to suffer 
from diabetes and related 
sicknesses.

her, where a workforce does 
not honour its rules of  en-
gagements, the organization 
involved would be adversely 
affected. She took a swipe at 
some members of  staff  who 
did not take their work seri-
ously. 

Accordingly, she reiter-
ated the zero-tolerance of  
the polytechnic to any act 
of  misconduct, ranging 
from dereliction of  duty, 
lousiness, refusal to accept 
posting, refusal to sign at-
tendance register, non-com-
pliance to schedule of  duty, 
lateness to bribery, among 
others.



NEWS

By Chigozie Uzosike

I
n appreciation of  the de-
velopmental work, Clan 
Chief  (Prof) Kingsley 

Chimezie (Ebubemba Ike-
duru) has done in Umugu-
ma autonomous community 
of  Owerri West, the tradi-
tional ruler  of  Umuguma 
has confered the philanthro-
pist with citizenship of  the 
area.

Speaking during the citi-
zenship conferment at the 
palace of  the monarch, 
HRH Eze George Nnamdi 
Ugorji (Eze Ohamere

IV of  Umuguma Ancient 
Kingdom) said that the con-
ferment was in recognition 

Umuguma community adopts
Ebubemba Ikeduru as citizen

of  Ebubemba’s outstanding 
performance as it concerns 
the  development of  Umu-
guma, adding that Ebubem-
ba Ikeduru was the one that 
bought the transformer that 
is providing electricity in the 
Diamond Estate area. He 
noted that he has also been 
assisting the young persons 
in various forms of  empow-
erment for them to have 
meaningful lives. “Those ac-
tions of  yours have helped in 
reducing the prevalence of  
crime in the community”, 
the traditional ruler posited.

The traditional ruler 
shortly after he said they 
have decided to make the 
publisher of  News Echo and 

Chief Executive Of�cer (CEO) of the United Nigeria Airline and former Zenith Labour party candidate in the last election, Dr. Obiora 
Okonkwo during the inauguration of its ticket stand/of�cial Anambra to Abuja and Lagos �ights at the newly established Anambra 
State International Cargo and Passengers Airport.

News Insider magazine, 
Ebubemba Ikeduru an indi-
gene of  Umuguma, a chief-
taincy title of  ‘Ahumara Eze 
Mma’ was equally confered 
on him. ‘By this citizenship 
conferment, you’re going to 
be part of  us in all that we 

shall be doing, you’re now 
one of  us’, he submitted.

In his remarks, the CEO 
of  Deking Group of  Com-
panies, Chief  Kingsley 
Chimezie in company of  his 
wife, Lolo Maureen Nneka  
noted that the hospitality 

Anambra Govt lauds Okonkwo as
United Airline commence operations 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State gov-
ernment led by the 
Governor, Chief  

Willie Obiano has laud-
ed the efforts of  the Chief  
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of  the United Nigeria Air-
line and former Zenith La-
bour party candidate in the 
last election, Dr. Obiora 
Okonkwo, for inaugurat-
ing its ticket stand/official 
Anambra to Abuja and 
Lagos flights at the newly 
established Anambra State 
International Cargo and 
Passengers Airport.

News Echo reports that 
the commencement of  the 
United Nigeria Airline 
flight from the Anambra 
State International Cargo 
and Passengers Airport 
with 24 passengers on-
board 5N-BWX aircraft 
from Lagos which landed 
at 12.05pm at Anambra 
State Airport, and took off  
to Abuja with over 30 pas-
sengers around 1.13pm.

Speaking to newsmen at 
the airport, Obiano, repre-
sented by the Commission-
er for Works, Engr. Marcel 
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Ifejiofor, expressed happi-
ness over the development 
and a dream come true, as-
suring travellers that more 
certified Airport like Ibom 
Air, Dana Air and Arik 
would join soon because 
the airport was built to in-
ternational standard.

According to him, with 
Airpeace and United Ni-
geria Airline, travellers in 
the state would be relieved 
from the stress and suffer-

given to him by the people 
of  Umuguma when he first 
came to live there was sec-
ond to none, stressing that 
the community is peaceful 
and accommodating. He as-
sured that he will continue 
to support the development 
of  Umuguma Ancient King-
dom as God blesses him.

He applauded the tradi-

tional ruler of  Umuguma 
Ancient Kingdom, the en-
tire community, members of  
Uzoagba Stars Club and oth-
er personalities who graced 
the event, adding that the 
conferment of  the citizen-
ship will not be taken for 
granted as he will be a wor-
thy ambassador of  the com-
munity anywhere he goes.

ing they often pass through 
accessing airports to their 
respective destinations es-
pecially in the Yuletide.

Adding, the Chief  Op-
erating Officer, and Exec-
utive Director, United Ni-
geria Airline, Mazi Osita 
Okonkwo, assured passen-
gers that they would make 
their journeys easier and 
commendable, as well as 
provide operations to other 
parts of  the country. 

“We have come to make 
life easier for Anambra and 
other travellers using this 
facility. United Nigeria Air-
line will be operating daily 
from Monday to Monday. 
We urge our customers to 
visit our websites to see our 
existing offers. Anambra 
should get ready for excel-
lent travelling experiences 
to and fro Anambra. The 
more they come, the more 
route will open,” he noted.

Uzodimma commiserates
with Ezeife over wife’s death

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has expressed shock 

over the news of  sudden 
passing of  the wife of  former 
Governor of  Anambra State 
and Nigerian statesman,  Dr. 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, Mrs. 
Njideka Ezeife.

Mrs. Ezeife, a former First 
Lady of  Anambra State re-
portedly died after a brief  
illness in an hospital in the 
United States of  America.

Governor Uzodimma in a 
statement by his Chief  Press 
Secretary/Media Adviser, 
Oguwike Nwachuku, de-
scribed Mrs. Ezeife’s death as 
so shocking and unbelievable.

He said her death has not 

only shattered the husband 
and immediate family mem-
bers with whom she shared so 
much affinity,  but those who 
knew her closely as a hard-
working, loving, caring wife, 
mother,  sister and friend.

Governor Uzodimma said 
Mrs. Ezeife led a life of  ser-
vice to God and humanity, 
using her exalted position as 
First Lady and regretted that 
the vacuum her death has cre-
ated will be difficult to fill. 

He prayed God, on behalf  
of  his family and good people 
of  Imo State, to grant her soul 
a peaceful repose and for Dr. 
Ezeife and his family in par-
ticular, the grace to bear the 
huge loss.

Varsity Don cautions women against social vices

W
omen have been 
warned to desist 
from any acts that 

negate the principles of  social 
cohesion and integration. 

This was the core of  the 
keynote address presented 
recently by a university don, 
Engr Dr. Joan Arimanwa, at 
an event organized by wom-
en of  the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede, under the auspices 
of  Federal Polytechnic Nek-
ede, Owerri Women  Associ-
ation (FEPNOWA).

The speaker, who is also 
the patroness of  the associa-
tion, and wife of  the Rector 

of  the institution, identified 
four forms of  anti-social acts 
that women must avoid in or-
der to assert themselves posi-
tively and purposefully in the 
society. These acts included 
violence, immorality, social 
exclusion and human traf-
ficking, among others. The 
varsity don frowned at the 
complicity of  women in these 
acts when they had a choice 
to be instruments of  social 
cohesion.

Dr. (Mrs) Arimanwa also 
identified women as veri-
table instruments of  social 
change in the area of  literacy 

campaigns. To this end, she 
challenged women of  the pol-
ytechnic to devise practicable 
pedagogies that would assist 
the society eradicate illiteracy, 
adding that women were bet-
ter equipped and positioned 
for the task.

The erudite scholar en-
joined women to be prayerful 
at all times, stressing that a 
prayerful woman would al-
ways be a victorious person. 
With prayer, according to the 
speaker, women could attain 
their full potentials while re-
maining focused and resilient 
in their goals.

Insecurity: Uzodimma should initiate 
peace talk, declare amnesty, says PDP 
Youth leader
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state people 
Democratic party 
(PDP) youth leader , 

Hon. GOC Nwadike has 
called on the executive Gov -
ernor of  Imo state Senator 
Hope Uzodimma to apply 
caution and engage in dia-
logue to ascertain the root 
cause of  the insecurity that 
has bedeviled the state in re -
cent times.

He made this known 
while speaking in a media 
symposium organised for a 
former senatorial candidate, 
Hon. Jones Onyeriri media 
crew.

Nwadike stated that the 
rate of  insecurity in the 
state has created fear and 
panic as each day unfolds 
with killing, maiming and 
kidnapping amongst others

Also, he maintained that 
the solution to the incessant 
insecurity problem is for the 
governor as the chief  securi-
ty officer of  the state to en-
gage in peace talk with ag-
grieved parties to ascertain 
their reasons for causing 
harm to the state.

He also suggested that 
amnesty be granted to the 
perpetrators stating that 
‘’dialogue is what you use 
to achieve peace he con-
demned the invitation of  
the military in the state stat-
ing that it  has caused more 
harm than good.

He noted that the kinetic 
approach of  the governor is 
not the best and appealed to 
him to listen to the yearn-
ings of  the people to bring 
to an end the spate of  inse-
curity.

...As he’s conferred with ‘Ahumara Eze Mma’ title
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A
s the yuletide season 
greets us with its 
convivialities, it 

becomes pertinent that all 
hands must be on deck to 
rid our state and country 
of crime.

The security operatives 
have been doing alot 
to curtail and bring to 
standstill the hydra-headed 
monster called criminality.

We all cannot leave the 
fight for crime free society 
to the security operatives 
alone because there is little 
they can do without the 
collective efforts of the 
citizens.

The knowledge and 
hiding of crime is in itself 
a major crime because 
those who hide them are 
accomplices.

The citizens must 
support the security 
operatives to clear the 
society of potentials of 
crimes by providing useful 
information to those whose 
duties it lie to protect lives 
and properties of citizens.

The police community 
relations committee should 
do more to continue to liaise 
with the security operatives 
to provide security stable 
state and country we 
desire. Good police-
community relations are 
imperative for developing 
trust between police and 

citizens. Without this 
trust, police work becomes 
much less effective. Even 
if the police officers are 
preventing crime, the 
people may not feel safe 
because there is no trust. 
An interactive partnership 
between the police and 
the community, in which 
citizens have input into 
the setting of local police 
department priorities, the 
return of community police 
officers who patrol in a 
manner which no longer 
isolates them from citizens 
is key to compact security.

The security operatives 
are not super-humans, 
they are not ghosts, they 
need accurate information 
to perform optimally in 
fishing out those who make 
our society ungovernable.

The town unions, 
community based 
organizations, faith-based 
organizations, age grades 
and even as people converge 
during this yuletide season, 
there’s need to begin to 
discuss security of our 
areas. 

Security is everybody’s 
business and it should be 
that if we must rid our 
communities, states and 
country of crime. There’s 
no better time to achieve 
this than now.

Supporting 
security 
operatives 
in tackling 
crime

Our TeamOur Team



Opinion 

“I make known the end from 
the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come.  I 
say, ‘My purpose will stand, 
and I will do all that I please.”- 
(Isaiah 46:10).

T
urbulence defines the 
path of  some charac-
ters God ordained to be 

leaders. The biblialcal charac-
ters, King David and Joseph 
are classical interpretations 
of  this claim. The tragic story 
of  Saul’s  fall from grace was 
necessitated by his failure to 
carry God’s command to de-
stroy the Amalekites and all 
their possessions to the letter. 
Saul did not only disobeyed 
this command, instead of  de-
stroying all the spoils from 
the Amalekites, Saul and the 
people kept back the choicest 
assets and destroyed only the 
useless property. That was the 
final straw, Saul was rejected 
by God and Samuel was in-
structed by God to shop for 
any King for Israel. That was 
how David came on board.

God’s rejection of  Saul set 
the stage for a new King and 
an obscure- shepherd boy, Da-
vid, the son of  Jesse appeared 
on the scene. But how was he 
going to cope when Saul was 
still sitting on the throne?

No sooner had Samuel 
anointed David King than 
Saul called him to the royal 
court, and that changed the 
narrative of  David to a fugi-
tive whose life was frustrated 
with fear and dejection as his 
twin companions .As Saul’s 
hatred for David became more 
intense, Saul plotted  several 
ways to dispense of  him but 
his attempts crumbled like a 
pack of  cards.

Because God was with Da-
vid, He was always providing 
him with escape routes. David 
was strongly attached to Saul’s 
youngest daughter, Michal, 
and this afforded Saul the op-
portunity to plot for David’s 
elimination. A difficult con-
dition was proposed by Saul 
to David before he could offer 
the hands of  Michal to David. 
The condition is that David 
must kill a number of  Philis-
tines, their national enemies. 
For Saul, this was a plot to 
deliver David into the hands 
of  the Philistines but God de-
livered David and he met the 
condition.

On few occasions Saul 
had sought to pin David on 
the wall with his javelin while 
playing for him and filling 
the palace with harmony but 

Turbulent times define the reign of  God- 
ordained leaders: The case of Ikpeazu
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God delivered David. He sent 
spies that they might take the 
life of  David as he comes out 
in the morning but the secret 
was revealed to David by 
his wife Michal and David 
escaped. Michal even went 
to the extent of  designing 
a subterfuge to aid David’s 
escape. Jonathan, the son 
of  Saul, in some occasions 
provided escape for David by 
revealing to him Saul’s evil 
intents on David.

The lesson to be drawn 
from the above narration is 
that nobody thwart what God 
has ordained. If  God is with 
you you will always emerge 
victorious no matter the cir-
cumstance.  “So David went 
on and became great, and the 
Lord God of  hosts was with 
him. Then Hiram king of  Tyre 
sent messengers to David, and 
cedar trees, and carpenters and 
masons. And they built David 
a house.  So David knew that 
the Lord had established him 
as king over Israel, and that 
He had exalted His kingdom 
for the sake of  His people Isra-
el”.-(2 Samuel 5:10-12).

Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu of  
Abia State in his reign as the 
Governor of  Abia State has 
witnessed several attempts 
turbulent periods. It will be re-
called in his early years in the 
seat, the Court of  Appeal, sit-
ting in Owerri and headed by 

Justice Oyebisi Omoleye, in a 
highly controversial judgment 
had  removed Gov. Ikpeazu 
and  declared Alex Otti of  the 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance  the winner of  the  sup -
plementary elections in the 
state.

The same judgment also 
disenfranchised over 300,000 
voters from Obingwa, Osisio-
ma and Ugwunagbo local gov-
ernment areas by nullifying 
elections held in these areas. 
Thank God the coup could not 
stand as the Supreme Court 
few months later upturned the 
judgment and reaffirmed the 
mandate of  Ikpeazu which 
was earlier affirmed by the 
lower tribunal .The Supreme 
Court ruled that Mr. Ikpeazu 
of  the PDP won the lawfully 
cast votes in the April 11, 2015 
election.

Advancing its reasons for 
the judgment, the Supreme 
Court led by Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria, Justice Mahmud Mo-
hammed held that the Appel-
late Court usurped the power 
of  the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
which is the only organ em-
powered to cancel polling re-
sults. The court also faults the 
Lower Court’s reliance on card 
reader for its judgment.

The apex court also ruled 
that the card reader machine 
has no statutory backing in 

Nigeria’s law and should not 
be used to determine a win-
ner in any election. The panel 
also held that the allegation on 
voting was not proved as the 
petitioner failed to tender vot-
er’s register to substantiate his 
claims.

Not long after, another rude 
shock was unleashed when 
Justice  Okon Efreti Abang 
of  the Abuja Division of  the 
Federal High Court delivered, 
what is highly described as 
“a controversial judgment” 
which ordered that Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu  vacate office 
on account of  allegedly giving 
false information in the form 
submitted to the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion(INEC) by the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
nominating the governor as 
the party’s candidate in the 
April 11, 2015 governorship 
election .The plot was capped 
with the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC 
issuing a Certificate of  Return 
to one of  the candidates in the 
governorship election  in de -
fiance of  a Notice of  Appeal 
and a Stay of  Execution order 
which proves have indicated 
that the electoral  body was 
duly served.

Like David, Ikpeazu sur-
mounted all obstacles and 
weathered all these storms 
because God has been pro-

lieved God had destined him 
for greatness. In dreams, God 
assured Joseph that he would 
rise to a position of  leadership 
over his parents and brothers. 
From Joseph’s point of  view, 
these dreams were evidence 
of  divine blessing, rather than 
his own ambition. From his 
brothers’ point of  view, how-
ever, the dreams were further 
manifestations of  the unfair 
privilege that Joseph enjoyed 
as the favorite son of  their fa-
ther, Jacob”.

It has been the delight of  
Gov. Ikpeazu to borrow the 
admonition by Apostle Paul in 
Galatians 6:17 thus “Galatians 
6:17

“From now on, let no one 
cause me any trouble, for I 
bear the marks of  the Lord Je-
sus branded on my body.”

The passionate appeal is 
that from henceforth, all the 
negative criticisms, plots to 
pull down the good works of  
the governor, among others 
should cease to enable Gov. Ik-
peazu continue with his efforts 
to transform Abia.

As Abians continue to com-
mit Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
to their daily prayers, let us re-
flect on this humble advice:”-
Good leaders strive to foster 
cooperation rather than envy”. 
Our Governor, we plead with 
you to remain focused despite 
these distractions.

By Okechukwu Keshi Ukegbu viding him with 
escape routes. It 
has been victory 
all the way. One 
of  the inordinate 
ambitions to rule 
Abia at all cost 
suffered a huge 
hitch sometimes 
ago when the 
Federal Court 
sitting in Owerri, 
Imo State capi-
tal, affirmed Ik-
peazu’s mandate 
by dismissing for-
gery charges leve-
led against him.

 God has con-
tinued to be with 
Gov. Ikpeazu as 
He was with Jo-
seph despite the 
obstacles and 
antics of  the en-
emies. “And the 
LORD was with 
Joseph, and he 
was a prosper-
ous man; and he 
was in the house 
of  his master the 
Egyptian”.-(Gen-
esis 39:2). 

Joseph from 
a tender age be-Ikpeazu acknowledging cheers from supporters
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House member fetes 
constituents, gifts 
out shuttle buses, 
educational materials
From Karen James, Nnewi

T
he member representing Anambra West 
in the Anambra State House of  Assembly, 
Mr. Patrick Obalim Udoba has held an 

empowerment fiesta tagged: “Ezego Anam 
Annual Fiesta’’, as he distributed educational 
materials and other Christmas gifts. 

The event, which took place at St. John’s 
Anglican Church, field Umueze Anam 
attracted various dignitaries including religious 
leaders. 

Items distributed included, five shuttle 
buses, 300 hundred bags of  10kg rice, 
educational materials, school bags and books. 

In a speech at the event, Mr. Udoba, 
who was overwhelmed with joy, thanked his 
constituents for their support since he assumed 
office, noting that he would forever be grateful 
to them. 

The legislator thanked the opposition 
political parties in Anambra West for ensuring 
that party affiliations were not deprived of  
finding common solutions to myriads of  
problems bedeviling the Local Government 
Area (LGA). 

Udoba who doubled as Chairman, House 
Committee on Transportation, noted that 
since his assumption of  office, he had in 
conjunction with his colleagues, sponsored 
many bills aimed at alleviating the sufferings 
of  his people. 

Some of  the bills included the establishment 
of  the Anambra Riverine Commission, which 
when passed into law, would take care of  the 
perennial flooding, threatening the means of  
the livelihood of  Ndi Anambra West LGA. 

According to him, he has facilitated 
employment opportunities for numerous Ndi 
Anambra West, ensuring that students who 
are qualified to be offered admission into all 
tertiary institutions in the state are admitted. 

“In the past two years, we have been able to 
secure employment for a number of  Anambra 
West indigenes in Ministries, Departments 
Agencies and parastatal in the state. 

“We have also assisted some qualified 
students in Anambra West seeking admission 
in some state-owned institutions. 

‘Scholarship grants, which cut across all 
the communities in his constituency have been 
given out, as well as educational materials to 
all the pupils within his jurisdiction,” Udoba 
added. 

He re-assured the people that he would 
not relent in entrenching more dividends of  
democracy to improve their standard of  living. 

Udoba used the medium to appeal to 
his constituents to ensure compliance with 
all COVID-19 protocols including physical 
distancing and wearing of  face masks. 

Earlier in his address, the Education 
Secretary, Anambra West LGA, Mr. Joseph 
Udoba, described the lawmaker as prayer 
answered to both the teachers and pupils in 
the area. 

He noted that his yearly ``back to school 
programme’’, which was in its third stage, had 
helped immensely to enhance the mode of  
teaching and learning in the LGA. 

The State Vice-Chairman, Anambra North 
for the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
Mr. Francis Udoba and his All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Vice-Chairman, Mr. Joseph 
Obidike eulogised Udoba for living above 
board.  

He maintained that all hands must be 
on deck to liberate Anambra West from 
underdevelopment, which the lawmaker had 
just kick-started. 

The Transition Committee Chairman 
Anambra West LGA, Mr Sylvester Orji 
Okafor lauded the lawmaker, describing him 
as a leader par excellence. 

He noted that the lawmaker had made 
great achievements within the few years of  
representing Anambra West Constituency. 

Handing over of  the shuttle buses to 
beneficiaries, distribution of  the educational 
materials and sharing of  Christmas largesse 
by the legislator brought the event to a climax.

Anambra: Igwe Chidume 
celebrates 4th coronation 
anniversary

I
t was a joyful moment as 
the traditional ruler of  
Omor, Ayamelum Local 

Government Area, Igwe Chris 
Chidume celebrated his fourth 
coronation anniversary.

The event filled with glamour 
and splendor was held at the 
king’s palace, Omor  with the 
presence of  the prestigious Ozo 
cabinet members, titled Chiefs 
and Umuada. 

News Echo reports that 
the traditional ceremony 
also provided an avenue to 
deliberate on ways to propel the 
sustenance of  peace and progress 
of  the Omor people and its 
neighbouring communities.

According to Igwe Chidume, 
Omor community could not 
celebrate the event in an elaborate 
way because of  the various crisis 
that took place in the community 
few months ago, noting that 
they used the opportunity of  
the anniversary to have an in-
house meeting to tackle some 
challenges facing the community 
and pledged to continue to 
embark on schemes that would 
bring peace and prosperity to his 
community.

The monarch in his speech 
lauded the strategic position of  
Omor in agriculture, culture and 
equally used the opportunity 
to urge his people not to relent 
even as he appealed to the 
federal and state governments 
to assist the community on road 
construction in order to facilitate 

the evacuation of  farm produce.
Briefing newsmen on the 

outcome of  the private meeting, 
some stakeholders of  Omor 
community including, the 
President General of  Umuada 
Omor-Anukwu, Mrs. Jacinta 
Nnechi, and Chief  Paul Egwuatu, 
said that Omor Community has 
unanimously agreed to construct 
a rehabilitation center to assist 
victims of  drug abuse in the 
town including users of  crystal 
methamphetamine popularly 
known as ‘mkpurummili’, adding 
that the Oriokuku age grade will 
be in charge of  infrastructural 

development among other things 
to foster development in Omor 
Community.

Some cabinet Ch iefs, 
including Chief  Emma Udegbuna 
and Dr. Amobi Chiamogu, said 
that they have also called on their 
people to always report conflicts 
that arise from farm lands 
to the community resolution 
committee and not take laws into 
their hands, while noting that 
they have also mandated them 
to make their community open 
defecation free by constructing 
toilets in their various homes.

In a vote of  thanks, Mr. 

Clement Nonyelu and Mrs. 
Charity Tagbo-Nzekwesi, 
said that the emergence of  
Igwe Chidume has brought 
unprecedented development and 
peaceful co-existence among 
their people, praying God to grant 
him more wisdom, strength and 
courage to take right decisions at 
all times.

The event was heralded by 
solidarity songs by the Umuada, 
traditional dances with melodic 
tones and paying of  homage 
to Igwe Chidume by some 
illustrious sons and daughters, 
friends and business allies.

Centre: traditional monarch of Omor community, Igwe Chris Chidume with his 
cabinet of Chiefs during the 4th coronation  anniversary

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Health Insurance Agency 
(ASHIA) has marked the 

International Universal Health 
Coverage (IUHC) 2021 with a 
One-Day free medical outreach. 

“It also sensitized and lec-
tured both the formal and in-
formal ASHIA enrollees on 
health-related issues.’’ 

The IUHC Day, which was 
observed with focus on creating 
awareness about strong and re-
silient world-class health systems 
across the globe. 

The exercise, which was held 
at the Jerome Udoji State Secre-
tariat Complex, Awka, witnessed 
massive turnout of  people that 

received free health screening 
including; Blood pressure, Oph-
thalmoscope, Pulse, BMI, Weight 
Height, PSA, Blood sugar. 

Executive Secretary, ASHIA, 
Dr. Simeon Onyemaechi ex-
plained that the IUHC had be-
come a global agenda with the 
aim of  people having access to 
healthcare that was of  good qual-
ity and affordable. 

``The United Nations set 
aside in 2008, Dec. 12 each year 
as World International UHC Day. 

``So, the outreach was sup-
posed to happen on Dec. 12 but 
because it was on a Sunday, it 
was now shifted forward to Dec. 
14 to celebrate and that is what 
we did doing here.’’ 

Dr. Onyemaechi explained 
that the theme for this year’s 

UHC day was: ``Leaving No 
One’s Health Behind; Invest In 
The Health System For All’’, 
which was one of  the key objec-
tives of  ASHIA. 

``We put up a public service 
announcement encouraging our 
enrollees to avail themselves for 
this free medical outreach bear-
ing in mind that many of  our 
enrollees do not make use of  the 
Hospitals.’’ 

Uduh noted that civil serv-
ants were enlightened but most of  
them hardly have time to take care 
of  their health.  ``This outreach 
is important to them, especially 
during this festive period, where 
there is too much activity and it is 
important that people know their 
health status.’’ 

Dr. Chinonye Nkoroh, an Op-

tometrist expressed her delight 
at the ongoing screening process 
saying that most of  the enrollees 
were not aware of  the state of  
their eyes. 

Mr. Mike Opia, a beneficiary, 
expressed his gratitude to the 
Government and ASHIA team 
for their continued hard work in 
ensuring that ASHIA was one 
of  the reputable agencies in the 
state and country. 

He commended them for their 
efforts in putting the outreach 
together and urging that people 
need to utilise this opportunity for 
their welfare. 

Mrs. Chioma Afuba, a civil 
servant, Ministry of  Diaspora Af-
fairs, Culture and Tourism, said 
she was happy with the work of  
ASHIA.

From  Karen James, 
Nnewi
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G
iven the rate at which 
laws are not adhered 
to, by politicians 

especially the executive arm 
of  government, a retired 
permanent secretary and a 
senior citizen, Chief  Fabian 
Agba has posited that the 
military regime were more 
democratic than the present 
governors as he lashed out 
on the impunity of  civilian 
administration.

Speaking during the 2021 
NUJ Press week held last 
Friday at the press center 
complex, Port Harcourt road, 
Agha who bagged Imo NUJ 
man of  the year, regretted 
that the governors who are 
supposed to lead the states 
to development, rule of  law 
and orderliness have become 
those setting back records 
of  breaking the law with 
impunity, especially as it 
concerns amassing wealth 
that they do not need at 
the impoverishment of  the 
citizens they are supposed to 
provide for their welfare and 
wellbeing.

He urged the journalists 
to help salvage the situation, 
adding that the Journalists are 
doing alot to checkmate the 
excesses of  those in power. 
He appreciated the award and 
assured that he will continue 

Governors worse than 
military counterparts - Agba 

to speak the truth at all times.
He described those who 

want to sale the NUJ Press 
center as enemies of  the 
profession, stressing that they 
have failed, especially that he 
berated those who vandalized 
the Union property, describing 
them as detractors.

In his comments, the 
former chairman of  NUJ, Ben 
Osuagwu gave account of  how 
he attracted the NUJ building 
in Imo and commended those 
who struggled to frustrate the 
sale of  the Secretariat. He 
regretted that the NUJ Press 
center Owerri that has the 
best edifice in the south east 
is being mooted to be sold by 
those who don’t mean well 
for the union.

Osuagwu who bagged 
most outstanding Imo NUJ 
chairman award and media 
adviser to Engr. Emmanuel 
Iwuanyanwu warned them 
to steer clear of  the Union 
property as according to him, 
the veterans who paid their 
dues to build the union will 
not allow the destruction 
of  the Union by persons or 
group of  persons.

In his contribution, the 
chairman, Nigeria Medical 
Association (NMA), Imo 
State, Dr. Okwara Chidiebere 
who cut the mini hall and 
cyber cafe tapes called on 
Journalists to be up and doing 
in re-moulding the society, 
adding that they have one of  
the most strategic buildings, 

while urging all and sundry 
to support the Union to grow.

In his remarks, the 
chairman of  NUJ caretaker 
committee, Imo State council, 
Comrade Nwadike Precious 
extolled the doggedness of  
the Journalists in stoping the 
sale of  the Union. He urged 
all well meaning Imolites to 
feel free to come and use the 
newly mini- hall being built 
by the members’ contribution 
after it was vandalized. He 
called on Journalists to make 
use of  the cyber cafe and the 
restaurant being refurbished.

Earlier, Dr. Chuks Osuji, 
ex-Mamser boss and Dr. 
Kingsley Nworgu HOD Mass 
Comm, IMSU had delivered 
lectures on the theme of  

the event, Imo NUJ in 
contemporary Nigeria. 

The event was also graced 
by the President of  Ohanaeze 
Youth Council, the State 
Chairman of  Imo Newspaper 
Publishers Association, INPA, 
Editors, correspondents and 
Reporters as well as students 
of  Mass Communication in 
Imo Polytechnic, Umuagwo, 
veterans, among others.

The NUJ Press Week had 
weeklong activities to mark 
the day which included radio 
talk, church service, visit 
to charity homes, lectures, 
breakfast with veterans, 
novelty/friendly match with 
members of  NMA where 
the CMD of  FMC featured, 
among others.

By Adaora John

...Says rule of  law dead in Nigeria

Cross section of Imo NUJ members during their 2021 Press Week

The Imo NUJ refurbished mini hall being unveiled for public use
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ISSUES

Traditional institutions and 
lingering insecurity in Nigeria

We have our Governors as the 
chief security of�cers of various 
states and the President as the 

chief security of the entire country.  
It is very important that if any 

government should lose that grip, 
that leader should not even be 
seen or worthy to be a leader. A 
leader that cannot secure lives 

and property of his people should 
just surrender and allow capable 
hands to take over.It is about time 
for us to know the real role of the 
traditional and religious leaders 

across the entire county. 

“

“

Chairmen of  the council are 
expected to prepare programmes 
of  work and related financial 
implication, manage and 
supervise the allocation of  
financial and human resource 
coupled with appropriate 
monitoring of  project execution.

Unfortunately, apart from 
lacking the above requirements 
both the elected and civil 
service officials at the local 
government lack the ability 
to establish excellent working 
relationships, ability to build 
the consensus, negotiation skills 
and the commitment to develop 
a partnership for improved 
development effectiveness 
throughout all the Local 
Government Areas.

From all indications, it was 
observed that local government 
administration as a whole 
is increasing in scope day to 
day with resulting increased 
responsibilities.  

This means that Local 
Government administration 
does not merely require 
people with academic paper 
qualification, but people with 
initiative ability to lead, ability 
to enthuse and to guide. 

Unfortunately, the Local 
Governments have failed both 
their statutory powers and 
political will to address these 
issues.

It must be stated that the role 
of  state government as a tier of  
government in Nigeria cannot 
be overemphasized. 

It has been increasingly 
noted that the various state 
governments have been 
notorious in rendering local 
government areas in the 
states ineffective and mostly 
underfunded. 

It has also been stated in 
numerous forums that state 
governors are in the habit of  
depriving the bulk of  the people 
in the local government areas 
the dividends of  democracy, and 
this is somewhat responsible for 
the spate of  agitations at the 
local government levels which 
gave rise to all sort of  anomalies 
at the grassroots levels.

Another major causes of  
insecurity in the country that has 
torpedoed the nation’s economic 
and socio-political fortunes is 
the relegation of  traditional 
institutions to the background. 

Hitherto, the monarchs had 
run their territories peacefully 
before the advent of  colonialism 
that ousted their powers.

Some security issues were 
not brought by weapons but 
by corruption of  our political 
leaders. 

You cannot have peace and 
security when you do not have 
good governance and justice. 

Without justice, you cannot have 
good governance. That is what 
our forefathers said. We need 
to rise to the occasion, because, 
things are really getting bad.

If  one keeps quiet and do 
not get up to see how we can 
help our political leaders on 
this issue, then, we are part and 
parcel of  the problem when you 
keep mute in the face of  injustice 
and bad governance.

One thing is sacrosanct, that 
one day, everyone shall be asked 
suddenly by God how he/she 
was able to handle the position 
entrusted in such person to help 
the common man. And if  you 
have no answer, God has a way 
of  rewarding you and I do not 
pray for that for anyone.

So, we should speak out 
the truth all the time without 
being afraid of  a governor or 
local government chairman 
or chairman of  Traditional 
council threatening you. If  you 
are convinced of  the truth to be 
said, speak out and stand by it. 
This is the philosophy of  a just 
man!

I have always said it that 
the problem of  this country is 
the people, injustice and bad 
governance. With the consent 
and agreement of  the elites; 
it is very easy to deal with 

voice on issues that are social 
that could lead to security 
problems. It is pathetic for 
anyone to spend the whole day 
traveling from Owerri to Lagos 
by land. This is because since 
1999 some important roads have 
been under construction and it 
seems to be taking eternity to 
complete.

If  any mad man throws a 
bomb at a car, so many lives 
would perish on these roads 
because of  its bad shapes. We 
should collectively put pressure 
on government to complete 
ongoing road constructions this 
year. If  the roads are good and 
fastly motorable, the rate of  
road mishap and armed robbery 
attacks will reduce to its barest 
minimum.

Meanwhile, government 
should provide adequate 
security to enhance socio-
economic development of  the 
country. It is high time to act 
and stop the regular rhetorics 
about insecurity.

Today, anarchy looms in 
many communities where there 
is breakdown of  law and order 
because the leaders have lost 
grip of  governance. Any leader 
that loses grip of  societal control 
do not deserve to be accorded 
any respect.

If  there is breakdown of 
security, obviously anarchy 
will set in and that is how 
communities and nations usually 
lose grip. The most important 
thing is our security and that is 
why we have a common means 
of  governance in Nigeria. 

We have our Governors as 
the chief  security officers of  
various states and the President 
as the chief  security of  the entire 
country.  

It is very important that if  
any government should lose that 
grip, that leader should not even 
be seen or worthy to be a leader. 

A leader that cannot secure 
lives and property of  his people 
should just surrender and allow 
capable hands to take over.

It is about time for us to know 
the real role of  the traditional 
and religious leaders across the 
entire county. 

On the other hand, the 
traditional rulers should also 
come together to support what 
the Governors of  the 36 states 
are doing to provide solution to 
the lingering insecurity in the 
country.

For the country to overcome 
the menace, security agencies 
must collaborate with the 
traditional rulers to sensitize 
and encourage their subjects to 
provide intelligence and expose 
the criminals in their domains.

It is not too late to pull 
Nigeria back from the brink 
and save the country from 
Boko Haram, banditry and 
the myriads of  other security 
problems that are threatening its 
corporate existence.

Just like a former Governor 
in Nigeria puts it, “the country 
had almost become the modern 
version of  the Hobbesian state 
“where life is nasty, brutish and 
short.”

This is the right time to 
harness the intelligence-
gathering and conflict-resolution 
abilities of  our monarchs for 
the safety of  Nigerians and the 
stability of  Nigeria.

While the government has 
continued to adopt an uneven 
carrot and stick approach to 
addressing security issues in the 
country, it is worthy to note that 
very scant attention is being paid 
to the huge difference which the 
involvement of  our traditional 
institutions would make in 
calming the furious oceans of  
terrorism, banditry, kidnapping 
and other violent crimes that 
currently threaten to overrun 
everyone and sink the ship of  
Nigeria.

By so doing, we shall be 
expecting Imo and Nigeria of  
our collective dreams!

By Ikenna Onuoha

Without good 
governance and 
justice, it will be 

difficult to have peace and 
security in the country. 

Going by the ceaseless but 
avoidable insecurity in the 
country, political leaders who 
cannot protect the lives and 
properties of  the populace 
should allow competent hands 
to take over with a view to 
finding lasting solution to the 
menace.

According to a report by 
the Good Governance Index 
(GGI),” Poor leadership and 
lack of  accountability at state 
and local government levels 
fueled the insecurity experienced 
in parts of  the country.”

It is worthy of  note that some 
security issues are the product 
of  corruption on the part of  
political leaders across Nigeria. 
This is because the nation’s 
elites are said to be the problem 
of  the country, they manipulate 
the common man to achieve 
their selfish aims.

The elites have the capacity 
to resolve the crisis confronting 
the country if  only they can 
resolve to do so in unity and 
good conscience.

Every country has her fair 
share of  security challenges, 
but when the state of  insecurity 
rises by the day, then there is a 
need for urgent action. This has 
been the situation in Nigeria in 
recent years. Thus, the problem 
of  insecurity in Nigeria cannot 
be overemphasized.

Consequently, insecurity has 
taken various forms in different 
parts of  the country. In the 
South-West, armed robbers have 
taken over, while in the North, 
cross-border bandits operate 
with ease. 

However, in the South-
South, there are rampant 
cases of  kidnapping. Also the 
continuous wave of  crime and 
armed robbery attacks, cult 
killings etc all point to the fact 
that insecurity is fast becoming 
a norm in Nigeria and have 
somewhat suddenly become 
attractive to specific individuals 
in seeking to resolve issues 
that could have ordinarily been 
settled through due process. 

The end-products lead to 
the decimation of  innocent 
lives, disruption of  economic 
activities, and destruction of  
properties, among others.

Local governments in Nigeria 
have more significant challenges 
than other tiers of  government 
since they have the responsibility 
of  ensuring equitable social and 
economic development at the 
grassroots. 

the problems 
confronting the 
country.

However, it 
is very glaring 
that we have 
always used the 
common man 
who does not 
have anything 
to get what we 
want and lord 
it over them. 
The leaders 
and the elites, 
despite their 
f l a m b o ya n c e, 
arrogance and ill-
mannered should 
visit graveyards 
to see their rich 
predecessors and 
understand that 
no one would 
depart this world 
with anything.

There is need 
for the people and 
the traditional 
institutions to 
hold political 
l e a d e r  s
accountable for 
their failure to 
provide social 
in f ras t r uc ture 
which could 
stem the tide of  
social problems.

We should 
speak with one 
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E
ven though some 
roads were recently 
rehabilitated by the 

state government in many 
communities, there are still 
some vital ones begging for 
urgent attention. 

Amawbia is currently 
among communities facing 
challenges; it recently declared 
a state of  emergency on roads 
ahead of  the Yuletide season to 
ease traffic jams on roads that 
crisscross the community. 

The Traditional Prime 
Minister of  Amawbia, Ozo 
Nnaemeka Maduka, Osojeze 
Amawbia, in an interview with 

newsmen said his community 
had been faced with issues of  
bad road network. 

``As a community with 
allegiance to the ruling All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), our community ought 
to be given consideration for 
improvements of  our roads.’’ 

Ozo Maduka urged the 
incoming government to take 
Amawbia into consideration 
as a community that has 
been housing the residence 
of  the Governor of  the 
state, to improve our road 
infrastructure. 

According to him the 
President-General (PG) of  
Amawbia, Mr Ebele Nwufo 
and his executive committee 

decided to set aside some 
funds to improve some existing 
roads, ahead of  the Yuletide 
celebrations. ``This Christmas 
should not be a period of  
suffering for the indigenes, 
visitors and residents alike.’’ 

According to him, the PG 
convinced his community to 
appropriate money for the 
palliative work. It is not the 
government that is doing it but 
the Town Union led by Mr. 
Nwufo. 

``I am certain that the 
government will be happy 
that they are offering to help; 
governance is not left to 
the government alone but a 
collective work as long as the 
government will recognise that 

this is lending a helping hand 
by the community.’’ 

He, however, appealed 
to the Government and the 
security agencies to remove 
blocked access points through 
the Correctional Centre to the 
Amawbia Roundabout, saying 
that it was no longer necessary.  

According to him, the 
reason for blocked access has 
been overtaken.  ``Some people 
are beginning to see it as a 
deliberate attempt to punish 
the people of  Amawbia and 
Ndi Anambra because there 
are no threats anymore.  ``I 
can assure you that if  there are 
normal security deployments 
on the road, nobody will attack 
these places.’’ 

The traditional Prime 
Minister, then, appealed to the 
governor and security agencies 
to review the situation and 
dismantle the road blocks, 
particularly this Yuletide 
period, so that they could 
celebrate the season in comfort.  

He prayed that people 
coming home would come in 
peace, stay in peace and enjoy 
themselves without fears of  
attacks or dangers other than 
fears of  COVID-19 and those of  
the misguided, who consume, 
`mkpuru mmili’. 

Ozo Maduka, prayed for a 
smooth transition from Gov. 
Obiano to Governor-elect, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo.

Over 3000 persons empowered in Imo 

O
ver 3000 sons 
and daughters of  
Owerri zone have 

been empowered by Prince 
Alex Mbata Humanitarian 
Foundation. 

The empowerment program 
which took place at the Heroes 
Square Owerri on Thursday 
saw the Governor of  Imo 
State, Hope Uzodimma, Hon. 
Princess Miriam Onuoha, 
member representing Isiala 

Mbano/Okigwe/Onuimo 
Federal Constituency in the 
House of  representatives, 
former Commissioner 
of  Lands, Barr. Enyinna 
Onuegbu, Lady Anne 
Dozie, Chairman, Central 
Planning Committee (of  
the empowerment program) 
and other notable Imolites 
and politicians gracing the 
memorable and mind- blowing 
empowerment program.

The empowerment items 
given to the deserved benefi-

ciaries were 300 motor cycles, 
500 hairdressing equipments, 
500 sewing machines, 2000 
bags of  rice including #50, 
000 cash support to 1000 peo-
ple among who are widows, 
indigents and small scale trad-
ers.

Speaking, founder of  PAM 
Humanitarian Foundation, 
Prince Dr. Alex Mbata, 
noted that the empowerment 
is “geared towards assisting 
beneficiaries to start up small 
and medium scale businesses. 

This is in line with the 3R 
government of  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma”.

Stating that PAM 
Humanitarian Foundation 
is redefining humanitarian 
services in truth and 
actions, humility and in 
God’s injunctions, the 
BoT Chairman of  the 
foundation, mentioned that 
the mission of  the foundation 
is to empower, support and 
eliminate poverty as far as it 
can, while its vision is to have 

Bene�ciaries at the Prince Alex Mbata Humanitarian Foundation empowerment program displaying items recieved 

By Ikenna Orioha a society where God’s own 
people will be empowered to 
maximize their potentials. He 
thanked God for inspiring and 
strengthening him to help the 
less privileged.

Declaring the event open, 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
advised the beneficiaries to 
judiciously use the items and 
the money to better their lives, 
families and communities, 
saying items donated to the 
poor by the foundation were 
encouraging.

Amawbia community declares state of emergency on roads
From  Karen James, 
Nnewi



n  t h e  1 8 t h  

ODecember, the 
p e o p l e  o f  

Umuguma of Owerri 
West and Uzoagba, 
Ikeduru LGA, Imo state 
trooped out en-masse as 
the traditional ruler of 
U m u g u m a  A n c i e n t  
Kingdom, HRH, Eze 
George Nnamdi Ugorji 
(Eze Ohamere IV of 
U m u g u m a  A n c i e n t  
Kingdom) conferred 
citizenship on Clan 

Chief (Prof) Kingsley 
Chimezie (Ebubemba 
I k e d u r u )  f o r  h i s  
contributions to the 
development of  the 
Umuguma climaxed 
with a chieftaincy title 
of 'Ahumara Eze Mma'.

The pictorials speak 
v o l u m e  o f  t h e  
a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  
conviviality of  the 
celebration. Enjoy your 
viewing!!
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Events
Umuguma community confers
citizenship on Ebubemba Ikeduru
...Gets chieftaincy title of  'Ahumara Eze Mma'

Continues on Pg. 11

HRH Eze Ugorji presenting the certificate of citizenship to Ebubemba Ikeduru

HRH Eze Ugorji conferring Ebubemba Ikeduru
with Ahumara Eze Mma title

The ritual of presentation of kolanuts must be
observed

Ebubemba appreciating the youths

Ebubemba and Lolo after conferment

R-L: Lolo Ebubemba, her mother, Mrs Okafor and
Ebubemba’s elder sister, Mrs Ugochukwu

Guests at the palace of the traditional ruler

Ebubemba and wife being cheered to the Eze’s palace

Ebubemba and wife being cheered to the Eze’s palace

Ebubemba and wife flanked by the traditional ruler and Ugoeze

HRH Eze Ugorji welcoming the guests

The ritual of breaking kolanuts is a serious business
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Events
...Umuguma community confers
citizenship on Ebubemba Ikeduru

HRH Eze Ugorji and Ugoeze flanked by Ahumara Eze, Lolo Maureen and other recipients

HRH Eze Ugorji presenting citizenship certificate to Ahumara Eze, and Lolo Maureen

Ahumara Eze and Lolo Maureen with friends on the walk home from the palace

Ugoeze Ugorji and Lolo Maureen

Ahumara Eze Mma in a chat with GM, DeKing Group of Companies, James Kalu

HRH Eze Ugorji and Ugoeze pose in their palace Ahumara Eze Mma, Lolo Maureen and the mother

The youths of Uzoagba Ikeduru in cheerful mood
Ahumara Eze Mma smiling to
the cameraEbubemba and wife being cheered to the Eze’s palace

Ahumara Eze Mma in a traditional ritual handshake with
Tony Ndu, President of Uzoagba Stars Club as George-White
looks on after the conferment
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PDP calls for disbandment of
Ebubeagu in Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP),  Eb-
onyi State chapter has 

called on  Governor David 
Umahi, and Commission-
er of  Police in the state, CP 

Aliyu Garba, to disband the 
Ebubeagu security network in 
the state.

The State Party Chairman, 
Hon. Tochukwu Okorie,  who 
made the call in Abakaliki at a 
press conference marking the 
first Executive Council Meet-
ing of  the newly elected offi-

cials of  the party in the State 
said the aim of  establishing 
the security network in south-
east has been defeated.

Okorie who gave a fourteen 
day ultimatum condemned 
the continued attack on the 
lives and properties of  Ebonyi 
people and residents by the so 
called Ebubeagu security net-
work personnel.

“We are very disenchanted 
as a political party with the 
way things have gone so far in 
the state under the leadership 
of  APC led Government, 
adding, “we condemn in the 
strongest terms, the contin-
ued attack on the lives and 
properties of  Ebonyi people 
and residents by the so called 
Ebubeagu security network 

personnel,
“A gang we have consid-

ered to call political thug, and 
that is what they truly are, it 
is no more news that they 
draw inspiration from the 
state government to carry out 
their dastardly act, to kill, to 
destroy, extort and to inflict 
undue pains to the psycholo-
gy of  the people in the state.

“We call on the Governor 
and the Ebonyi State Police 
Commissioner to immedi-
ately disband these band of  
terrorists since the aim of  es-
tablishing it by the southeast 
governor’s forum has been 
defeated, reason it is only 
in Ebonyi State that it exists 
among all the five states in the 
southeast.” He said.

The State Party chairman 
who decried the high level of  
insecurity in the state charged 
the government to raise up to 
their responsibilities of  pro-
tecting the lives and proper-
ties of  their people.

“Ebonyi State is riddled 
with crisis from all quarters, 
with Ebonyi State Govern-
ment doing nothing tangible 
to ensure that hostilities and 
killings are nipped in the bud. 

He also appealed to the 
people of  Effium and Ezza 
Effium “to cease fire and give 
peace a chance to thrive in 
their community as they have 
co-habited over the years and 
did things in common”.

He also charged the govern-
ment and the security agen-

cies to unravel the cause and 
whereabouts of  the five Nilan 
consultants working on the 
African Development Bank 
Abakaliki Ring road project, 
who were reported to have 
disappeared from the war 
turned Effium community of  
Ohaukwu Local Government 
area of  the state, while super-
vising the road project. “We 
urge the concern parties to put 
effort into ensuring that they 
are released unhurt, if  they 
are still alive,”. He added.

Meanwhile, the Senator 
representing Ebonyi central 
senatorial District, Senator 
Obinna Ogba, has donated 
over seventeen vehicles to the 
new executive’s of  the party 
across the thirteen LGAs.

Procession during Gregory University convocation.
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Police bans use of siren, 
revolving lights in Rivers
From Godson Nwosu, 
PH

R
ivers State Police 
Command has an-
nounced a banned on 

the use of  sirens, revolving 
lights, spy and covered plate 
numbers by unapproved and 
unauthorized persons in the 
state.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice Friday Eboka said the 
ban follows observation that 
criminals and other unau-
thorized persons are using 
them to commit crimes and 
other atrocities in the State.

CP Eboka said in view 
of  these disturbing develop-
ments and sequel to the ear-
lier directive of  the Inspector 
General of  Police, Alkali Ba-
ba-Usman on the abuse and 
indiscriminate use of  sirens, 
revolving lights, spy and cov-
ered plate numbers, without 
appropriate approvals, the 
Command has with imme-
diate effect banned the use of  

these facilities in the state.
In a statement by the com-

mand Public Relations Of-
ficer, Suprintendant of  Police 
Nnamdi Omoni, the CP said 
against the background of  the 
above, wished to inform the  
general public that a taskforce 
has been set up to ensure full 
compliance.

The statement urged mem-
bers of  the public, particularly 
those with these facilities to 
dismantle them, within one 
week, as no efforts will be 
spared in dealing with the vi-
olators of  the clear and unam-
biguous  directive.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice appealed to the residents 
of  the State, particularly 
banks, companies, private 
individuals and security per-
sonnel except those on covert 
operations to show under-
standing by complying with 
the above directive and imme-
diately remove the unauthor-
ized and prohibited facilities 
or face prosecution.

Gregory University lays foundation for 
digital economy institute
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
oundation stone of  In-
stitute of  Digital Econ-
omy has been laid at 

Gregory University, Uturu, 
Abia  State, aimed at making 
the school a leader in digital 
economy revolution in Nige-
ria and beyond.

About 187 graduands have 
been admitted into the grad-
uate school of  the university. 
The exercises were performed 
on Saturday during the 6th 
Convocation ceremony of  the 
university, held at the school’s 
auditorium.

During the convocation , 
Chukwukere Chinedu Mi-
chael of  Electrical Electron-
ic Engineering department, 
emerged the best graduating 
student with 4.75 CGPA  
while  Senator Chris Ekpe-
yong and some other Nigeri-
ans were honoured with hon-

orary doctoral degrees by the 
university.

Delivering his address, the 
Chancellor of  Gregory Uni-
versity, Prof  Gregory Ibe said 
the school has become a for-
ward-thinking  ivory tower 
which has inaugurated the 
United Nations Educatio n 
Transmission Centre and 
West African Green Energy 
Development Institute, add-
ing that the school has been 
supporting the host State of  
Abia, through donation of  
medical equipment, firefight-
ing  vehicle among others.

He further announced that 
the best graduating student, 
Chukwukere Chinedu Mi-
chael would be sponsored by 
the school up to doctoral level 
while other first class gradu-
ates would be given automatic 
employment, in accordance 
with the university’s policy.

The Acting Vice Chancellor 
Gregory University, Profes-

sor Augustine Uwakwe said 
modern teaching equipment 
and sound teaching staff  
were deployed in preparing 
the graduands, pointing out 
that the graduands were also , 
“trained to acquire additional 
skills coupled with the match-
ing spirit of  enterprise that 
will subsequently empower 
them to become job creators 
and innovators.” 

He explained that the Na-
tional Universities Commis-
sion (NUC ) had in 2018--
2019 approved 16 additional 
academic programs like Phar-
macy, Nursing, Optometry, 
Public health, medical labora-
tory, Radiography and  Archi-
tecture.

All programs in the College 
of  Education of  the universi-
ty, according to the VC, also 
received approval from the 
NUC even as he assured that 
the teaching hospital of  the 
school at Ezinnachi is nearing 

Ekiti Commissioner for 
Infrastructure and Pub-

lic Utilities, Mr. Bamidele 
Faparusi, has resigned his 
appointment to contest the 
state’s 2022 governorship elec-
tion.

Faparusi conveyed his resig-
nation to Governor Kayode 
Fayemi in a letter dated De-
cember 14 and was acknowl-
edged on December 17.

Copies of  the letter were 
disseminated to newsmen in 
Ado-Ekiti on Sunday.

Faparusi had been a strong 
proponent of  power shift to 
the Ekiti South Senatorial Dis-
trict.

The letter read in part, “It 
is with great pleasure that I 
thank you for the vote of  con-
fidence reposed in me to rep-
resent Ayekire Local Council 
Development Area in the 
state’s Executive Council.

“It enabled me to serve as 
the political head of  the Minis-
try of  Infrastructure and Pub-
lic Utilities, which is pivotal to 
the development agenda of  
this administration.

“Under your proactive lead-
ership, I had the rare oppor-

Ekiti commissioner resigns, 
joins gober race

tunity to consolidate on my 
cognate experience, broaden 
my perspective and build ca-
pacities in the service to the 
people.

“These are the bases of  my 
decision to vie for the gover-
norship seat following exten-
sive consultations with the 
people and critical stakehold-
ers.

“I wish to convey my deci-
sion to resign from the govern-
ment to enable me to focus on 
the intense work required to 
make our party walk to victo-
ry at the poll.

“Your Excellency, I am 
most grateful to you and par-
ticularly take this opportunity 
to thank you for the assuranc-
es of  your unalloyed support.

 “I once again reaffirm my 
loyalty to you and my com-
mitment to the progress of  our 
great party and Ekiti State.

“Please, accept the assur-
ances of  my highest regards.’’

Faparusi was elected mem-
ber of  the House of  Represent-
atives in 2011, where he repre-
sented Ekiti East/Gbonyin/
Emure Federal Constituency 
for four years.

completion. The Vice Chan-
cellor charged the graduands 
to remain shining ambassa-
dors of  the school.

The best graduating stu-
dent, Chukwukere Chinedu 
Michael  who spoke on be-
half  of  other first class grad-
uates, expressed appreciation 
to his school, especially the  
lecturers for modeling them 
into greatness and promised 
to remain a good ambassador 
of  his school.

Read 
&

Advertise 
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News Echo
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Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’ unveiling the Audi Company in Enugu.

Ugwuanyi unveils Audi company in Enugu 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
here was excitement 
in Enugu the Enugu 
capital when Gov-

ernor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
unveiled the Audi motor 
company in the metropolis.

The event attracted top 
government functionaries 
and who is who in Enu-
gu including the Speaker 
of  Enugu State House of  
Assembly, Edward Ubosi, 
traditional rulers and cler-
gymen.

Speaking at the occasion 
on Saturday, the Chief  Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) of  
Audi Company Limited, 
Mr. Clem Ifezue commend-
ed Governor Ugwuanyi for 
his commitment and con-
tributions in ensuring that 
businesses flourish in the 
state.

Ifezue disclosed that 
the business outfit, which 
offers services in power 
solution, automobile and 
engineering works, was 
established in the state fol-
lowing the outcome of  the 
objective survey carried out 
by the company across the 
five states of  the South East 

geo-political zone. 
The Audi boss stated that 

all the indices towards the 
choice of  state for the estab-
lishment of  the company in 
the South East, in terms of  
security, peaceful atmos-
phere, human resources, 
historical background and 
centrality, favoured Enugu 
State.

He noted that the Enugu 
office was established to 
bring the company’s prod-
ucts closer to the final con-
sumers who are dominant 
in the South East. 

According to him, “locat-
ing where the company will 
be in the South East became 
a challenge. We looked at 
security of  the states; the 
state with the best security. 
We went further to look at 
the reports from the Nigeria 
Police. We looked again at 
the historical background 
of  all the South East states. 
We also looked at the state 
that has created the best 
environment for business-
es to thrive. We once again 
looked at the human re-
sources, where we can have 
people that will be able to 
deliver our goals.

“In all the indices Enugu 

State came first. His Excel-
lency (Ugwuanyi) we thank 
you for your commitment 
and all you have done to 
make business prosper in 
Enugu State”. 

Also in his opening 
prayer, the Chaplain, Gov-
ernment House, Awka, An-
ambra State, Rev. Fr. Patrick 
Okafor stressed that “Gov. 
Ugwuanyi’s administration 
has been able to provide 
the enabling environment 
for this industry to thrive”, 
and thanked the governor 
for his dedication to peace, 
development and business 
growth in Enugu State.

Unveiling the compa-
ny, Governor Ugwuanyi 
expressed delight that the 
company has joined the 
growing number of  busi-
nesses and investments that 
have birthed in Enugu State 
under his administration. 

The governor stated that 
his administration has con-
tinued to serve as a busi-
ness and investment enabler 
through the sustained pro-
vision of  a friendly business 
and investment climate un-
derpinned by robust infra-
structure, peace, security, 
consistent and favourable 

policies, friendly tax regime 
and professional regulatory 
oversight.

According to him, “We 
go a step further by facilitat-
ing all bureaucratic process-
es required for starting and 
doing business through our 
One-Stop-Investment-Cen-
tre (OSIC) under the Enugu 
State Investment Develop-
ment Authority (ESIDA). 

Pointing out that many 
business and investment 
promoters have taken ad-
vantage of  the opportunity 
provided by his administra-
tion by deciding on Enugu 
as a preferred destination 
in their location consider-
ation, Gov. Ugwuanyi ap-
plauded the management 
of  Audi Company Limited 
for the decision to locate 
their South- Eastern Busi-
ness Hub in Enugu.

The governor therefore 
welcomed the company to 
Enugu and conveyed “the 
felicitations of  the govern-
ment and good people of  
Enugu State, as well as their 
expectation of  your impact-
ful presence in job creation, 
wealth creation and the 
state’s internal revenue”.

2023: Stakeholders urge Nnamani to
contest Enugu governorship seat
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A
head of  2023 gener-
al elections, Stake-
holders in Isi-Uzo 

local government chapter 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) Enugu State, 
have asked their kinsman, 
Dr. Davidson Nnamani, 
to contest for governorship 
seat of  the state.

The APC faithful made 
the request when they visit-
ed Nnamani in his country 
home, Ikem over the week-
end.

The party members that 
included non- indigenes 
resident in the local gov-
ernment maintained that it 
was the turn of  Isi-Uzo lo-
cal government to produce 
the next governor of  Enugu 
state in 2023.

One of  the delegates and 
an Anglican Priest, Rev. 
Nwankemmadu Ogenyi, 
disclosed that Isi-Uzo has 
not benefitted from any 
collective political position 
since 1999, stressing that the 

local government area is be-
ing marginalized in Enugu 
state.

Ogenyi added that the 
marginalization would be 
properly addressed, if  a 
son or daughter of  Isi-Uzo 
is elected as Governor in 
2023 and called on other lo-
cal government areas in the 
state, especially in the Enu-
gu East senatorial district to 
support their course.

The clergyman expressed 
believe that their preferred 
candidate would emerge 
victorious in the poll on the 
platform APC, which ac-
cording to him, is the party 
at the centre.

“I was sent by the clergy 
in Isi-Uzo and your name 
(Dave Nnamani) is a house-
hold name. Your charity 
works speak for you and we 
believe that if  you contest, 
you will win. Please make 
up your mind for this con-
test because we are aware 
that the next Enugu state 
Governor has been zoned to 
Enugu East senatorial zone 
and other local governments 

in our zone have held these 
positions in the past except 
Isi-Uzo and so we zeroed in 
on Dave Nnamani in APC 
knowing that APC as a na-
tional ruling party will win 
Enugu state in 2023,” the 
cleric said.

A representative of  APC 
women groups, Mrs. Justi-
na Ede, explained that their 
request was based on the 
track record and achieve-
ments of  Nnamani, describ -
ing him as a man who has 
the interest of  Isi-Uzo and 

Enugu state at heart.
According to her, Nnam-

ani would correct the in-
justice done to the people 
of  Isi-Uzo by successive 
governments, lamenting 
that the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party, PDP, in the state 
has really short-changed the 
council area.

Speaking on behalf  of  
non-indigenes residing in 
Isi-Uzo, Mrs. Christiana 
Onah said that the non-in-
digenes in Isi-Uzo would 
not hesitate to elect some-

one, who would deliver 
dividends of  democracy to 
them.

“Despite repeated calls 
for the PDP-controlled state 
government to fix Ikem-
Eha-Amufu road, nothing 
has been done to the extent 
that plying the road has be-
come a nightmare for the 
road users,” Onah lament-
ed.

Youth representative, Mr. 
Samuel Uguru, said that 
the youths in the party were 
solidly behind the call for 

Nnamani to vie for the gov-
ernorship seat.

Responding, Dr. Dave 
Nnamani thanked his peo-
ple for the trust they reposed 
in him by requesting him to 
join the governorship race 
in the forthcoming election.

Nnamani told the dele-
gates that he would engage 
in a wider consultation on 
their request and make his 
intention known at the ap-
propriate time and assured 
them that he would not dis-
appoint them.

Imo Speaker lambasts DPR 
over adulterated products 

T
he Imo State House 
of  Assembly, under 
the leadership of  

Rt. Hon. Barr.  Kennedy 
Chidozie Ibeh has taken a 
swipe on Department of  Pe-
troleum Resources {DPR), 
and other relevant agencies  
over the lackadaisical atti-
tude in curbing the menace 
of  adulterated fuel, kero-
sene and other  petroleum 
products in Imo state. 

The visibly angry speak-
er made the assertion on 
Thursday, during an exec-
utive session where some 
stakeholders in the oil and 
gas value chain, such as the 
DPR, the CPC, Oil Mar-
keters, were invited to find 
ways to curb the ugly inci-
dence.

The speaker noted that 
the circulation of  adulter-
ated petroleum products in 
the state has caused plural 
damage to the economy, in-
cluding   damage of  appli -
ances, explosions and  death 
of   Imolites.

The Speaker became 

miffed when the zonal Con-
troller of  DPR, Mr. Oke-
chukwu Okoro, said that 
his agency has never got any 
official complaints about 
adulterated petroleum in 
the state.  

The Speaker reminded the 
controller that much as oil 
and gas is in the exclusive 
list, it is the responsibility of  
DPR and other regulatory 
bodies to ensure that con-
sumers consumed safe prod -
ucts that are in good quality.

He wondered what for-
mal complaints is required 
at the  face of  collateral 
damages caused by adulter-
ated products everywhere in 
Imo State. 

Ibeh, regretted that the 
DPR  could caution the 
Consumer Protection Coun -
cil (CPC),  which made ef-
forts to test the originality of  
some of  the products, on the 
grounds that it was not part 
of  their responsibility. He 
described such act as sabo-
tage and urged the DPR to 
rise up to its responsibility. 

He charged the relevant 
stakeholders including the 
security agencies to track 
the source of  the fake prod-
ucts for the purpose of  
check mating it.

The Speaker commend-
ed the Director General 
of  Consumer Protection 
Council ( CPC) in the state 
,  Mrs. Obioma Okoro, who 
recounted several effort they 
made to stop the  circulation 
of  the fake product.

Read 
&
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Expert provides solution to Mkpuru 
Mmiri, other forms of drug abuse

As the menace of  
Methamphetamine 
popularly known in 

Igbo parlance as Mkpuru 
Mmiri continues to give 
Nigerians serious troubles, an 
expert in drugs and narcotics, 
Mr. David Anyanwu has 
provided some solutions.

Mr. David Anyanwu, who 
is also the Special Adviser to 
the Governor of  Abia State, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu on Drugs 
and Narcotics said that the 
case of  Mkpuru Mmiri has 
become a pandemic that all 
hands must be on deck to 
fight it.

Anyanwu reiterated that 
all hands must be on deck 
to fight the Mkpuru Mmiri 
pandemic, stressing that the 
worst thing that can happen 
to any family, community 
and society at large is free 
hard drug trading. 

The expert while providing 
solutions described hard 
drugs as a dream killer and 
urged parents to speak to 
their children about drugs 
before peers do. He also urged 
knowledgeable Nigerians to 
share the facts about drugs 
and save lives.

Anyanwu said that the 
government can apply 
random drug tests for 
admission seekers in Nigerian 
universities and job seekers in 
all government and private 
companies as part of  the 
solution of  discouraging 
people from getting into drug 
abuse.

“It will help discourage 
youths from getting into drugs 
as anyone who tests positive 
will be denied a job and an 
admission into the university. 

“Even the National Youths 
Service Corps (NYSC) can 
adopt it. Even students in 
the school who have gotten 
admission should be checked 
often. 

“In any job you want 
to get, you must be tested. 
Anything that has to do with 
government licenses like 
drivers license seekers must 
undergo a drug test. 

“If  we can take this 
measure people will be scared 
to do anything with drugs 

because they’ll be caught in 
the web sooner or later. 

“People will be vigilant 
and careful with their 
attitudes because they don’t 
know where and when they’ll 
be tested for drugs depending 
on what they want to do. 

“All these measures will 
make the escape routes very 
narrow for them. Imagine 
a student who finished his 
education and knows he’ll 
be tested at the NYSC camp, 
he’ll be very careful about his 
behaviour. 

“This is something we must 
take very seriously if  we want 
to put an end to drug abuse. 
Companies, organizations 
should be made to adopt this 
as a measure to check drug 
abuse.”

On the fight against drug 
abuse, he called for funding, 
stressing that the fight, the 
enlightenment processes 
and every other necessary 
move needed call for serious 
funding.

“Government at all levels 
should support this fight 

against drug abuse. This is not 
a time some people will say 
it doesn’t concern them that 
their child will not take it. 

“Everybody must realize 
that children in school are 
somehow independent. 
Somebody can indoctrinate 
them into it. Funding is 
important.”

Anyanwu described drug 
abuse as the “mother of  all 
violent crimes in society” 
and said that the fight against 
Mkpuru Mmiri and other 
related drugs is tantamount 
to a fight against kidnapping, 
assassination, rape, armed 
robbery etc.

“If  we must get adequate 
security in this country we 
must fight the war against 
hard drugs with seriousness. 
If  you check countries like 
Colombia, Jamaica and 
Mexico, no wars are going 
on in those countries but 
their homicide rate is high if  
not higher than Syria where 
there’s an obvious war. 

“This is because the drug 
war there is not as serious 

as it ought to be. There’s 
no country, community or 
society that have drugs in 
their environment that can 
have peace. It is not possible. 
All these terrorists like Boko 
Haram also use drugs. 

“Nobody can stay in the 
bush without having remorse 
or running back to their 
homes. It is the drugs that 
they make use of  that make 
them feel like staying in the 
bush for many months like 
animals. 

“If  we want to get a crime-
free society  we must consider 
the fight against hard drugs 
first. Without fighting hard 
drugs, we’re wasting our time-
fighting crime. 

“When we fight hard drugs, 
the crime rate will reduce. 
Countries with serious laws 
against drug peddling are very 
peaceful and calm countries.”

Anyanwu said that 
Mkpuru Mmiri is attractive to 
the youths because of  the stage 
they are in life when whatever 
they are told or exposed to 
call for an experiment.

“It’s called experimental, 
someone telling you about 
something often and you 
want to try it and once you try 
it, you will be hooked because 
drugs are addictive, you can 
separate yourself.”

He said that Mkpuru 
Mmiri is rampant in the streets 
and villages now because of  
the secretive nature of  drug 
peddling and technique used 
by the peddlers which he 
said needs serious funding 
to enable all stakeholders to 
combat such.

“Drug peddling is the most 
secretive illicit business in 
the world, therefore it can be 
smuggled into any remote and 
urban areas. The peddlers are 
very smart to identify where 
to trade on it and get buyers 
easily.  “Once they capture 
a youth others will join. It’s 
very addictive. The users can’t 
help themselves or refrain 
from it. The active ingredients 
or substances in these drugs 
are very addictive making it 
possible that the users must 
need more and more.”

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

... describes drug abuse as mother of all crimes

Methamphetamine (mkpuru mmiri)
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Why human rights abuse 
has continued unabated 
in Nigeria – Femi Falana
N

o doubt, Nigeria 
has ratified and 
enacted a few human 

rights treaties of  the United 
Nations. Apart from the 
African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights, which 
was domesticed in 1983, 
the Federal Government 
has merely ratified other 
conventions of  the African 
Union and the Economic 
Community of  West African 
States. 

However, in 2014, 
the Federal Government 
appointed the Attorney-
General of  the Federation 
and Minister of  Justice as the 
National Authority to ensure 
compliance with all judgments 
of  the Ecowas Court, in line 
with Article 24 of  the amended 
Protocol of  the Court. But the 
current Attorney-General, Mr 
Abubakar Malami (SAN), has 
failed to ensure compliance, 
with not less than 40 judgments 
of  the regional court that are 
yet to be complied to.

With respect to the 
African Court on Human 
and Peoples Rights, the 
Federal Government has 
deliberately refused to join 
10 other African States that 
have made Declarations to 
enable aggrieved individuals 
and Non-Governmental 
Organisations to access the 
African Court on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights, in accordance 
with Article 34 (6) of  the 
Protocol for the Establishment 
of  the African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights. 
And in spite of  the claim 
that Nigeria operates under 
the rule of  law, the Federal 
Government and its agencies 
have refused to comply with 
over 100 judgments delivered 
by municipal courts in favour 
of  victims of  human rights 
violations. Curiously, Mr 
Abubakar Malami (SAN) 
has endorsed such official 
impunity by insisting that 
national security supersedes 
the rule of  law under the 
Buhari administration.

Indeed, it is common 
knowledge that the notorious 
Special Anti Robbery Squad 
(SARS) of  the Nigeria Police 

Force was disbanded last year 
following the nationwide 
protests against police 
brutality. But the brutalisation 
of  hapless Nigerians in the 
Federal Capital Territory and 
the 36 States of  the federation 
has continued unabated. The 
efforts of  the National Human 
Rights Commission to halt the 
infringements of  human rights 
of  citizens are usually ignored by 
security forces. Notwithstanding 
the powers conferred on the 
Commission to enforce the 
socio-economic rights of  the 
Nigerian people it has limited 
its activities to the half-hearted 
enforcement of  political and 
civil rights of  citizens.

In order to create a 
human rights law regime in 
the country, some laws have 
conferred powers on certain 
bodies and individuals to 
protect the human rights of  
citizens. Indeed, section 60 
of  the Police Establishment 
Act, 2020 provides for the 
appointment of  lawyers to 

man the human rights desks 
in the over 5,000 police 
stations in Nigeria. But 
for reasons best known to 
the authorities, the lawyers 
have not been appointed. 
Furthermore, Section 34 
of  the Administration of  
Criminal Justice Act 2015 
and Section 70 of  the Police 
Establishment Act, 2020 have 
imposed a mandatory duty 
on Chief  Magistrates to visit 
police detention centres and 
judges designated by the Chief  
Judge of  the Federal High 
Court to conduct visits to all 
other detention facilities on a 
monthly basis, with a view to 
preventing the illegal arrest 
and detention of  citizens. But 
the Chief  Judge of  the Federal 
High Court, the Honourable 
Justice John Tsoho has refused 
to designate the judges, while 
Chief  Magistrates have not 
been provided with vehicles 
to conduct the visits to police 
stations in all the states of  the 
federation.

In the same vein, Section 21 
of  the Nigerian Correctional 
Services Act 2019, which 
provides for regular visits to 
all correctional centres by 
designated persons, including 
the national officers of  the 
Nigerian Bar Association. 
The purpose of  such visits is 
to decongest the correctional 
centres. But the statutory 
Prison Visitors have not 
conducted any visit since 
the law was enacted in 
2019. Whereas section 470 
of  the Administration of  
Criminal Justice Act requires 
the Administration of  
Criminal Justice Monitoring 
Committee, headed by the 
Chief  Judge of  the Federal 
Capital Territory, to decongest 
the nation’s correctional 
centres, Mr Malami (SAN) 
has set up an illegal Prison 
Decongestion Committee 
headed by a retired Chief  
Judge of  the Court.

In view of  the foregoing, 
the Federal Government, state 

governments, the judiciary, 
Nigerian Bar Association 
and the National Human 
Rights Commission should 
henceforth ensure scrupulous 
observance of  the human 
rights of  the Nigerian people 
guaranteed by the Constitution 
and other relevant laws. As a 
converted democrat, President 
Buhari should direct Mr 
Malami (SAN) to ensure 
that the judgments of  all 
competent courts are complied 
with in accordance with 
Section 287 of  the Nigerian 
Constitution and Article 24 of  
the Amended Protocol of  the 
Ecowas Court. In addition, the 
Federal Government should 
make a Declaration to enable 
aggrieved citizens to access the 
African Court after exhausting 
domestic remedies.

Femi Falana (SAN) is 
interim Chairman of  Alliance 
on Surviving Covid 19 and 
Beyond (ASCAB).

Falana



enerators powered 

Gby petrol, diesel 
and gas provide 

48.6 per cent of  the 
electricity consumed by 
power users across the 
country, according to the 
latest data obtained from 
the National Bureau of  
Statistics. 

A document by the 
NBS on Power Sector Data 
P r e v i e w,  w h i c h  w a s  
presented to the Abuja 
Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry this month 
and obtained on Friday, 
showed that almost half  of  
the country's electricity 
supply was from generators. 

The report further 
showed that the national 
grid was providing 51.2 per 
cent of  the country's power 
needs, indicating that many 
citizens in Nigeria depend 
on generators for electricity. 

The NBS document 
showed that petrol-powered 
generators accounted for 
the bulk (22.6 per cent) of  
the electricity supplied by 
generators.

This was followed by 
diesel-powered generators, 
16.6 per cent, while gas-
p o w e r e d  g e n e r a t o r s  
accounted for 9.4 per cent 
of  the  se l f -generated 
electricity. 

The bureau said out of  
51.2 per cent of  electricity 
provided by the country's 

efforts to improve the power 
supply situation in the 
country, the government 
opted for the reforms and 
eventual privatisation of  the 
sector to attract private 
sector finance, technical and 
administrative expertise.

“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
government and citizens' 
expectations have not been 
fully realised many years 
after the exercise.” 

He explained that the 

power grid, gas-powered 
plants accounted for 39.5 
p e r  c e n t ,  w h i l e  
hydroelectric plants were 
providing 11.7 per cent. 

Off-grid renewables, 
according to the NBS, 
accounted for 0.1 per cent 
of  the power consumed 
nationwide. 

Commenting on the 
poor performance of  the 
power sector despite being 
privatised more than eight 

he Debt Management TOffice has clarified 
that loans from China 

to Nigeria, which presently 
stood at $3.59bn, constitutes 
only 9.4 per cent of  the 
country's total foreign debt 
stock of  $37.9bn. 

The Director-General of  
DMO, Ms Patience Oniha, 
made this known in an 
interview in Abuja. 

She also clarified that the 
l o a n s  w e r e  l a r g e l y 
concessional, as no national 
asset was tagged as collateral. 

NAN reports that in 
recent times, both the social 
and mainstream media have 
been awash with news about 
some African countries, 
including Nigeria, facing the 
threat of  losing some critical 
national assets to the Asian 
country due to high level 
indebtedness.

“Nigeria's total debt 

stock as at September 30 was 
$ 3 7 . 9 b n ;  t h i s  f i g u r e 
comprised the external debt 
s t o c k  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l 
G ove r n m e n t ,  3 6  s t a t e 
governments and the Federal 
Capital Territory. 

“But total loans from 
China stands at 3.59 billion 
dollars, which is 9.47 per cent 
of  the total external debt.  
The loans did not require any 
national asset as collateral; 
t h e y  w e r e  l a r g e l y 
concessional,'' she said. 

Oniha urged Nigerians to 
always endeavour to verify 
sensitive information from 
of f i c ia l  sources  be fore 
disseminating it. 

She explained that before 
f o r e i g n  l o a n s  w e r e 
contracted, very sensitive 
steps were taken by multiple 
institutions of  government to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  we r e 
beneficial to the nation. 

“Before any foreign loan 
is contracted, including the 
issuance of  Eurobond, they 
are approved by the Federal 
Execut ive  Counci l  and 
thereafter, the National 
Assembly.

“A n  i m p o r t a n t  a n d 
extremely critical step is that 
the loan agreements are 
approved by the Federal 
Ministry of  Justice. 

“An opinion is issued by 
the Attorney-General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  
Justice before the agreements 
are signed. 

“Several measures which 
operate seamlessly have been 
put in place to ensure that 
data on debt are available 
and that debt is serviced as at 
when due. Provisions are 
made explicitly for debt 
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  a n nu a l 
budgets,'' she said. 

Oniha explained that the 

loans agreements provided a 
number of  steps to take to 
resolve dispute when they 
arise. 

“The first action is that 
the parties should resolve it 
within themselves and if  that 
fails, they go to arbitration.

“In other words, a lender, 
in this case, China, would not 
just pounce on an asset at the 
f irst  s ign of  a dispute, 
including defaults,'' the she 
said. 

She explained that the 
DMO maintained proper 
records of  debts, provided 
projections for debt service 
and processed the actual 
payments for debt service. 

She pointed out that 
those functions were carried 
out in conjunction with the 
Office of  the Accountant-
General of  the Federation 
(OAGF) and the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN). 

years ago, the President, 
Nigerian Institution of  
Power Engineers, Israel 
A b r a h a m ,  s a i d  t h e  
expectations of  citizens in 
the privatised industry had 
not been met. 

He disclosed this in a 
presentation sent to the 
ACCI, titled, “Nigerian 
power  sec to r  r e fo r m:  
Implementation, challenges 
and way forward.” 

Abraham said, “In its 

commercialisation and 
corporatisation of  the 
sector, being the most 
critical stage in the reform 
implementation where bold 
and realistic decisions ought 
to have been taken, was 
skipped entirely in the 
implementation process. 

Abraham said, “It is at 
this stage that private sector 
i n i t i a t i v e s ,  s u c h  a s  
transparency and corporate 
governance frameworks are 

introduced into the industry 
that will attract capital 
i n f l o w  t o  i m p r o v e  
operational efficiencies, 
reducing technical and non-
technical losses. 

“Unfortunately, this 
critical stage was skipped 
e n t i r e l y  i n  o u r  
implementation process.”

On the way forward, 
the NIPE president said 
there  was  a  need to  
strengthen institutions such 
as the Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission, 
System Operator  and 
M a r k e t  O p e r a t o r  
established to drive the 
reform implementation 
process. 

He said, “Unbundle the 
Transmission Company of  
Nigeria into its component 
units, Transmission Service 
Provider, Market Operator 
and System Operator to 
instil confidence in the 
m a r k e t .  E n s u r e  f u l l  
implementation of  the 
ruling documents (Acts, 
Market Rules and Grid 
Code) to bring discipline in 
the market. 

“ G o v e r n m e n t  t o  
reduce  to  the  bares t  
m i n i m u m  p o l i t i c a l  
interference in the operation 
of  the industry regulator -
NERC, for it to be truly 
independent and that will 
instil confidence in new 
investors.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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he Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed, has faulted talk that the President Muhammadu Buhari has Tnothing more to offer, saying it is untrue, fallacious and smacks of dirty politicking. This is as he revealed the effort of the 
President in tackling insecurity which now has in addition banditry and kidnapping. This followed a statement by former 

president Olusegun Obasanjo that President Buhari has done his best to proffer solutions to the security challenges confronting 
the nation, adding that Nigerians should not expect more from him. The elder statesmen including Obasanjo; Sultan of Sokoto, 
Alhaji Sa'ad Abubakar, amongst others, lamented the incessant kidnappings, killings in the country, calling for collective actions 
to halt the worsening insecurity ubiquitous in the country. Speaking at the event, Obasanjo said Nigerians should stop wasting 
time asking for the 78-year-old President to proffer more security solutions but should focus on the post-Buhari era. However, 
Mohammed who spoke at a press briefing in Abuja on Wednesday, said President Buhari continues to do more in addition to 
what he has done, under very difficult economic and social conditions, to tackle insecurity in the country.

he truth is this: President Buhari has done his best; that is 

Twhat he can do, if  you expect anything than what he is 

doing, you are kicking a dead horse and there is no need. 

“We must not fold our hands…How do we prepare for post-Buhari 

era? Buhari has done his best. My prayer is that God will spare his 

life to see his term through but what do we have after Buhari? What 

should we do to make post-Buhari era better than what we have 

now? That is our responsibility now, because it concerns all of  us.” 

“Then, where do we go from here? I believe that is part of  what 

we're doing here and what we continue to be doing. “The problem 

of  insurgency will not go away, if  all we are using is the stick,”  

“We may suppress it, and keep it down a bit, but we have to use 

'carrot and stick' together to effectively tackle the problems.

es, banditry and kidnapping have added to the state of  

Yinsecurity, President Buhari has also continued to provide 
quality leadership in order to ensure that our security 

agencies decisively tackle the cankerworm of  insecurity of  any hue. 
No Administration in Nigeria's recent history has provided the 
security agencies with the hardware needed to tackle insecurity as 
that of  President Buhari, in addition to raising the morale of  our 
security men and women.  “President Buhari has done so much, 
under very difficult economic and social conditions, to tackle 
insecurity in our country. Not only has he done so much. President 
Buhari continues to do much more to keep Nigerians safe. To say he 
has nothing more to offer is untrue, fallacious and smacks of  dirty 
politicking. By boosting the number and capacity of  our fighting 
forces, Mr President is putting them in good stead to tackle insecurity 
not just during the life of  his Administration but long after he would 
have left office. “President Buhari is leaving a legacy of  security, 
infrastructural development, economic prosperity and social 
cohesion for Nigeria. This may not seem obvious today, amidst 
daunting challenges, but posterity will be kind to this President.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Monday 20 – Tuesday 21, December, 2021

Insecurity: Ex-president Obasanjo,
incumbent president Buhari trade
presidential blames

It's a waste of time to expect
more from Buhari - Obasanjo

ObasanjoObasanjoObasanjo

Saying Buhari has nothing more
to offer is dirty politicking
— Lai Mohammed

MohammedMohammedMohammed
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feasibility study”. 

There is plenty of  
tension, with the current 
in t e r na t iona l  men ' s 
calendar up for renewal 
i n  2 0 2 4  a n d  m a n y 
different parties trying to 
influence how the future 
of  the sport will look. 

Holding the World 
Cup every two years 
w o u l d  h a v e 
consequences for the 
health of  players, with 
FIFPro already regularly 
citing concerns about 
thei r  workload in  a 
crowded calendar. 

There  wou ld  be 
economic consequences 
too, and potential issues 
could arise if  clubs are 
not willing to release 
p l a y e r s  f o r  a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
tournament every year. 

Wenger's idea is to 
stage all qualifiers in two 
windows  a  yea r,  i n 
October and March.

Thereby clubs could 
actually benefit, rather 
than losing players to 
international call-ups on 
four or five separate 
occasions each season. 

“Too many players 
do not have enough 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
develop,” he said in 
November. 

The Frenchman said 
the  tour nament  has 
served as a “unique 
window” for players to 
make their names but 
pointed out that “133 
countries have never 
taken part” at a World 
Cup. 

Critics might point 
out that there will be 
more opportunities in 
future anyway, with the 
World Cup set to expand 
to feature 48 teams rather 
than the current 32 from 

2026. 
FIFA also claims it 

is what fans want, and on 
Friday it published the 
results of  a survey of  over 
30,000 people “who said 
f o o t b a l l  w a s  t h e i r 
favourite sport”. 

It claimed a majority 
wanted to see World 
Cups more often, saying 
63.7 per cent favoured 
b i e n n i a l  m e n ' s 
tournaments, while 52.4 
per  cent  favoured a 
b i e n n i a l  w o m e n ' s 
version. 

Given that each of  
t h e  2 1 1  m e m b e r 
federations has an equal 
vote, the chances are 
there will be enough 
support for the project to 
be submitted to a vote at 
the next FIFA Congress 
on March 31 in Doha. 

Back in Europe, 
m e a n w h i l e ,  U E FA 
recently commissioned a 
report which estimated 
that more regular World 
Cups would lead to a 
total shortfall over four 
years of  between 2.5 and 
3 billion euros ($2.8 to 
3.4 billion). 

It is instead focusing 
on developing closer ties 
with CONMEBOL. 

T h i s  w e e k  i t 
announced that Euro 
2020 winners Italy would 
p lay  Copa  Amer i ca 
holders Argentina for a 
new intercontinental 
crown next year. 

On Friday it also 

confirmed to AFP that it 

was working on a joint 

Nations League which 

would see the 10 South 

American national teams 

go into the exist ing 

European competition 

after 2024. 

I F A ' s Fc o n t r o v e r s i a l 
project to stage the 

World Cup every two 
years instead of  the 
current four-year cycle is 
back on the table on 
M o n d a y  a s  w o r l d 
football's governing body 
holds a virtual global 
summit with its 211 
member federations. 

There will be no 
vote, but FIFA President, 
Gianni Infantino has said 
the idea is to find a 
consensus –- do national 
federations really want 
more  regular  World 
Cups, or is the plan 
promoted by Arsene 
Wenger doomed? 

Fo r m e r  A r s e n a l 
manager Wenger, now 
FIFA's head of  global 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
championed the idea of  
h a v i n g  a  m a j o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
tournament every year, 
alternating between a 
World Cup and different 
c o n t i n e n t a l 
championships. 

“There  won' t  be 
m o r e  m a t c h e s  t h a n 
before. The idea is about 
improving the quality of  
f o o t b a l l  a n d 
competitions. It is not 
about money,” Wenger 
told French newspaper 
L'Equipe in September.

i g e r i a n 

Ndefender, Zaidu 
Sanusi will not 

make it to the Uyo camp 
of  the Super Eagles until 
the last day of  December 
at the earliest as Porto 
need the 24-year-old to 
be involved in their 
doubleheader against 
bitter rivals Benfica at the 
end of  the month.

Porto will first play 
hosts to Benfica at the 
Estádio do Dragão in a 
Taça de Portugal Round 
o f  1 6  m a t c h u p  o n 
December 23.

Seven days later 
(December 30), the two 
teams return to the same 
stadium to trade tackles 
in a game week 16 league 
clash.

Porto, joint leaders 
with Sporting Lisbon, 
currently sit atop the 
league standings with 38 
points, four more than 
third-place Benfica.

And according to 

Portuguese publications 
A Bola, the Blue and 
Whites will not allow 
Sanusi to leave the club 
before those games, 
especially with head 
c o a c h  S e r g i o 
Conce icao ' s  second 
opt ion a t  l e f t -back, 
Brazil's Wendell Borges, 
p r e s e n t ly  s i d e l i n e d 
through injury.

When unveiling part 
of  his plans for the 2021 
Africa Cup of  Nations, 
in te r im head coach 
Augustine Eguavoen 
noted that the Super 
Eagles camp would open 
just after Christmas.

But several integral 
members of  the national 
team will not be on the 
ground on that date.

Scottish champions 
Rangers are keen to keep 
hold of  Joe Aribo, Leon 
Balogun, and Calvin 
Bassey until the Gers' 
January 2 Premiership 
tie against rivals Celtic.

helsea boss, Thomas 

CTuchel admits their 
current form slump is 

a “tricky” moment.
For Tuchel it is frustrating 

because he sees high output 
from a group of  players 
depleted by injury and illness, 
but then not the outcome to 
match.

“We are in a place where 
you don't want to be,” he 
began.

“ We  h av e  h a d  g o o d 
performances – sometimes 
very good – but we don't have 
the results for them.

“ I f  y o u  h a v e  b a d 
performances and you don't 
have the results, you just focus 
on the performance. You 
speak it out loud, get the 
details better, do whatever 
needs to be done to make the 
per for mance  be t te r  and 
increase the possibility of  a 
result.

“ I f  y o u  h a d  a  b a d 
performance and you get a 
good result ,  even better 
because you are still in the 
place where you can focus on 
the bad performance, but you 
win and have that atmosphere.

“In this space where we 
are, it's tricky,' he continued.

“We lost two points against 
Manchester United because 
we did a silly mistake. We were 
clearly the better team. I saw 

many teams struggle more 
against West Ham than we 
did, but we lose with a freak 
shot in the last minute. And I 
refuse to analyse the Everton 
match from the result.

“We are getting punished 
for not a lot. It's hard to 
accept.”

It would be a radical 
change, given the men's 
World Cup has always 
taken place every four 
years since its inception 
in 1930, and the women's 
event since 1991. 

It is also a change 
that not everyone seems 
keen on. 

European governing 
b o d y  U E F A  a n d 
CONMEBOL, its South 
American counterpart, 
have led the opposition. 

“ I  don ' t  see  the 
point,” remarked Real 
Madrid and Croatia star 
Luka Modric, while clubs 
in the English Premier 
League have united in 
opposition and the head 
of  global players union 
F I F P r o  r e c e n t l y 
suggested that the project 
had l i t t le  chance of  
succeeding. 

“It is probably dead 
in its tracks,” Jonas Baer-
H o f f m a n n ,  w h o s e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s 
comprised of  national 
member associations 
from 64 countries, told 
AFP. 

M e a n w h i l e  t h e 
Confederation of  African 
Football, with its 54 
member associations, 
appears in favour — last 
month it gave support to 
the “decision of  the FIFA 
Congress to conduct a 
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SPORTS
u p e r  E a g l e s 

Sc a r e t a k e r 
coach, Austin 

Eguavoen  i s  a l r eady 
looking at the option of  
b r i n g i n g  i n  T a i w o 
Awoniyi and Emmanuel 
Dennis in place of  star 
striker Victor Osimhen for 
the AFCON, which kicks 
o f f  n e x t  m o n t h  i n 
Cameroon.

Osimhen has resumed 
training with Napoli after 
surgery for facial fractures 
and could now make a 
remarkable retur n to 
action much earlier than 
predicted.

“Firstly, we hope that 
he is recovered, that he 
fully recovered from his 
injury, and that the club 
will allow him to join the 
team,” Eguavoen said.

“However, if  this does 
not happen, I am sure that 
Victor would be cheering 

uper Eagles interim 

Sc o a c h ,  A u s t i n 
E g u a v o e n ,  h a s 

hinted that five new players 
will be invited to the team 
ahead of  the 2021 Africa 
Cup of  Nations. 

The 33rd AFCON is 
billed for January 9 to 
Fe b r u a r y  6 ,  2 0 2 2  i n 
Cameroon. 

The 56-year-old, who 
took over from Gernot 
Rohr last Sunday, also 
admitted the team lacked 
discipline. 

“Ninety per cent of  
the players in the team have 
been together, we'll stick 
with the team that has been 
together, but we will bring 
in a few, maybe five,” 
Eguavoen stated in an 
interview at the weekend.

“Only a few new faces 
will get called up. 

“Our players aren't as 
bad as some of  the results 
may have appeared. 

“I hate to say it was a 
problem, but we want to 
i n j e c t  d i s c i p l i n e . 
Something went wrong 
and we have to fix that.” 

E g u a v o e n  a l s o 
disclosed that the Nigeria 
Football Federation had 
not picked any camp for the 
team, saying he would 
meet with the federation to 
d e c i d e  t h e  t e a m ' s 
p r o g r a m m e  f o r  t h e 
AFCON this week. 

“I'd be meeting with 
the NFF to decide where 
the team will camp but as I 
speak nothing has been 
agreed upon yet.” 

Nigeria will begin its 
campaign with a clash 
against Egypt on January 
11, before further games 
against Sudan and Guinea 
Bissau.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Eguavoen received a big 
boost ahead of  the team's 
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 

tournament following the 
return of  Maduka Okoye to 
action and Victor Osimhen 
to training. 

Okoye  su f f e red  a 
shoulder injury in Sparta 
Rotterdam's 1-0 loss to 
Ajax in their Eredivisie 
encounter on November 
28. 

The 22-year-old was 
stretchered off  in the 24th 
minute after colliding with 
Ajax striker Danilo. 

T h e  g o a l k e e p e r 
missed Sparta's 3-1 defeat 
to AZ Alkmaar and their 0-
0 draw to Heerenveen but 
made a return to action on 
Saturday in Sparta's 2-2 
draw with  by  Vi tesse 
Arnhem at the Sparta-
Stadion Het Kasteel.

iverpool boss Jurgen LKlopp has taken fresh 
aim at the FA Cup.

Liverpool are set to host 
League One side Shrewsbury 
Town at Anfield on January 
9. But Klopp is unhappy with 
small clubs hosting FA Cup 
ties given the rise of  covid 
cases in English football.

“You go there to an FA 
Cup away game, change in 
really small dressing rooms 
and all these kind of  things,” 
Klopp told reporters. “It's 
jus t  no t  100% thought 
through.

“We play at home so this 
is fine, at least we play outside 
so that is fine as well. It's just 
all these different things, we 

have to constantly think 
about other things besides 
football.

“That's pretty special 
because we have enough 
football already to think 
about. I'm not concerned that 
we  can ' t  p l ay  them or 
whatever but we have that 
situation.

“We play a Football 
League team at home while 
others play away, I'm not sure 
how it's sorted because if  we 
s o l ve  t h e  p r o b l e m  f o r 
Liverpool, the problem is not 
sorted because it is still out 
there so we have to sort the 
general problem.

“ T h a t ' s  w h y  I 
mentioned it does not only 

stop the league or continue 
like usual because there are 
things in between that we 
have to sort.”

K l o p p  c o n t i n u e d : 
“Surprise, yes, anything and 
everything can happen in life. 
That's how it is. And yes, 
injuries would hurt us again 
so let's hope we will not have 
injuries.

“But that's not new, that 
was always the case. And 
corona is just a problem on 
top of  that. We've known that 
already for two years as well.

“Yes, it's a tough league 
and if  you don't have your 
players available, you will 
struggle. Everybody. So let's 
hope we'll have all players 
available.”

T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 
featured for 90 minutes in 
what was his 15th league 
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  S p a r t a 
Rotterdam. He has so far 
conceded 22 goals keeping 
two clean sheets. 

Also Osimhen has 
been handed a temporary 
p o lyc a r b o n a t e  m a s k , 
which will aid him in 
r e j o i n i n g  h i s  N a p o l i 
teammates in training this 
week, according to reports. 

Our correspondent 
learnt that the traumatised 
part of  Osimhen's face has 
completely deflated, which 
m a d e  N a p o l i  d o c t o r 
Raffaele Canonico certify 
the use of  the protective 
mask for the striker. 

for the success of  the team.
“We also have other 

p laye r s  l i ke  (Ta iwo) 
Awoniyi and (Emmanuel) 
Dennis.”

The Eagles will open 

e w c a s t l e  a r e 

Naspiring t to make 
Anthony Martial 

their first big-name arrival 
next month.

And they are willing to 
pay a hefty loan fee of  
around £6million to tempt 
the Manchester United 
striker to St James' Park.

Martial knows he must 
leave Old Trafford to get 
regular action, and Juventus 
had shown an interest in 
taking him for the rest of  the 
season.

But the Toon hope to 
blow Juve out of  the water 
by paying over £1m a month 
to get him for the remaining 
f i v e  m o n t h s  o f  t h e 
campaign.

Newcastle have money 
to burn after the takeover 
but know they will struggle 
to tempt any player into a 
permanent move while their 
Prem future hangs in the 
balance.

T h a t  l e av e s  l o a n 
signings as their only serious 
chance of  bringing in the 
sort of  top-level talent they 
want when the window 
opens.

But there is an added 
problem that few rivals are 
prepared to help out the 
newly cash-rich outfit.

Even the Prem's top 
dogs are unwilling to send 
fringe and youth players to 
the North East, knowing 

that relegation would put 
the Toon revolution back a 
couple of  years.

That is why Newcastle 
accept they will have to offer 
high loan fees to try to swing 
the deal — and in Martial's 
case that also means a firm 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a 
permanent switch should 
they stay up.

The French striker cost 
an  in i t ia l  £36m when 
United signed him from 
Monaco six years ago, but 
that figure has risen to over 
£45m after he triggered 
appearance and goal-related 
clauses.

Philippe Lamboley, 
h e a d  o f  M a r t i a l ' s 
m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m , 
admitted last month that the 
forward is desperate to leave 
in January.

But with two years 
remaining on his contract — 
and the option of  a further 
12 months beyond that — 
United are confident they 
can at least recoup their 
outlay.

And they are equally 
convinced that Newcastle's 
problems in signing players 
while they are stuck in the 
drop zone puts them in a 
strong bargaining position.

Martial was an instant 
hit when he arrived at 
United, scoring on his debut 
against Liverpool in 2015.

Yet he has fallen down 
the pecking order to such an 
extent he has made just two 
league starts this term.

And with new United 
b o s s  R a l f  R a n g n i c k 
r e v e a l i n g  h e  i s  o n l y 
interested in players who 
want to be at Old Trafford, 
Martial knows he has to 
move to get regular game 
time.

Newcastle are also 
eyeing ex-Manchester City 
striker Edin Dzeko.

Inter Milan hitman 
Dzeko, 35, scored 50 goals 
and recorded 24 assists in 
the Prem.

He has scored 11 goals 
this season but Inter could 
be tempted to make an 
instant profit on the striker 
having signed him on a free 
transfer from Roma last 
summer.

training camp for the 
AFCON on December 28.

They battle Egypt in 
their opening group game 
on January 11.
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itle taking is a revered Taspect of  the socio-
cultural life of  Ndi Igbo. 

In a typical traditional Igbo 
society, titles are bestowed on 
those who have excelled in their 
respective callings. 

By acquiring a revered 
traditional title, such a person 
automatically becomes a primus 
inter pares.

The above assertion, firmly 
informs, why Lolo Ebubemba is 
chosen for a special Chieftaincy 
title of  "Odiuko-na-mba".

Lolo Ebubemba is a woman 
powered by the drive to create 
impacts for multiple benefits 
a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s ; 
distinguished by competence 
and Integrity.

Throughout history, the 
central role played by women 
has ensured the stabi l i ty, 
p r o g r e s s  a n d  l o n g - t e r m 
development of  societies. In the 
21st century, the issues of  
gender balance and the need to 
a c c o r d  w o m e n  e q u a l 
opportunities and allow them 
achieve their full potentials in 
the society, have gained more 
momentum, globally.

Lo lo  Nneka  Kings ley 
Chimezie (Lolo Ebubemba) has 
made appreciable progress in 
overcoming the impediments to 
w o m e n ' s  c h a n c e s  o f  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s o c i e t a l 
developments.  

According to the United 
Nations (UN), investing in 
women and respecting their 
rights is the surest way to 
u p l i f t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s , 
organizations and countries, as 
well as achieving the 2030 
A g e n d a  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e 
Development.

Thus, the involvement of  
women in community-building 
is an inalienable right, as well as 
inescapable reality for a holistic 
and comprehensive socio-
c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
advancement in the modern 
world. 

Over time, Lolo Ebubemba, 

has been entrusted with leading 
roles in the management of  
human and material resources 
and she performed creditably. 

Driven by her strong belief  
in excellence, integrity, hard 
work, resilience, diligence and 
effective policy execution; she is 
one of  few Chief  Executive 
Officer's (CEO's) who dwell 
m o r e  o n  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d 
impactful service delivery.

L o l o  E b u b e m b a  h a s 
spearheaded many initiatives to 
drive improvement, promote 
agility, cut costs, and improve 
the quality of  services in her 
organisations. 

As a role model, she is 

driven by her strong will to 
succeed and the belief  that 
solutions are always possible.

She is an inspirational 
woman, who is successfully 
playing her roles as a caring 
mother, dutiful and responsible 
w i f e  a n d  a  r e s o u r c e f u l 
entrepreneur. 

From time immemorial, 
beauty and brain remain one 
combination that is often rare to 
come by. But, Lolo Ebubemba is 
privileged with this gift, of  God 
which may have sponsored her 
to excel, more than ever, other 
personal qualities have become 
critical success indices to her 
big-time business achievements. 

Lolo Ebubemba is one good 

example of  the essence of  how 
r e s i l i e n c e,  t e n a c i t y  a n d 
innovation play significant role 
in a successful career. 

Every career woman in the 
present generation of  Nigeria 
should be poised with the desire 
to make impact in her world. 
Yet, only a very few of  the 
w o m e n f o l k  l i k e  L o l o 
Ebubemba, pilot their desires 
with the requisite competence 
of  strong character  trai ts 
sustained with integrity, and 
genuine commitment to helping 
people become the best of  
themselves.

She's been able to put 
meaning on the lives of  many, 
who now look up to her, as a 

dependable pillar of  help. 
At her core, is a very keen 

interest in driving solutions, 
creating values and operating 
from well-defined ethos and 
value compass.

Among, Lolo Ebubemba's 
k e y  m i l e s t o n e s  a r e ;  t h e 
establishment of  herself  as a 
transformational gender leader, 
leveraging her passion and focus 
around quality service and the 
transformation of  people's value 
function, lead optimization 
initiatives to drive activities that 
t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  s t a b l e 
improvement on human values.

In a cursory chat with this 
doyen  o f  our  hea l thca re 
profession; Lolo Ebubemba, on 
her return to the country, from 
overseas, with her hubby; 
Ebubemba Ikedur u;  With 
radiating smiles and obvious 
traits of  a well-breed Igbo 
woman,  we l l  vas t  in  the 
knowledge and practice of  Igbo 
culture, she reeled with the 
speed of  light, the cultural 
d e m a n d s  a n d  v a l u e 
expectations of  a typical Igbo 
w o m e n  v i s - a - v i s  t h e i r 
counterparts in the Western 
world.

She maintained, her cruise 
and stay in various countries of  
the world does not deplete her 
love  and  r e spec t  fo r  he r 
homeland's rich tradition and 
vibrant cultural values. 

Though, Lolo Ebubemba, 
is blessed with high potentials of  
greatness; yet, these enviable 
feats wouldn't have been easy, 
w i t h o u t  t h e  i n d o m i t a b l e 
backings and support of  an 
oracle, a colossus, a constructive 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  M a s t e r 
strategist,  a dogged game 
changer, a sterling transformist 
a n d  b o u n d a r y - l e s s 
philanthropist, Chief  (Prof) 
Kingsley Chimezie (Ebubemba 
Ikeduru, Ahumara Fze Mma na 
U mu g u m a ,  A k a  n a s u c h a 
Ubiam na Ichida).

Lolo Maureen Nneka Kingsley Chimezie (Lolo Ebubemba)

In keeping with Ofala spirit:
Lolo Ebubemba distinguishes as trailblazer 

Generators provide 48.6%
of electricity in Nigeria
–NBS

Loans from China now
$3.59b says DMO


