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NEWS

T
he Imo state gov-
ernment on Mon-
day confirmed that 

it had ordered the state 
police command to begin 
a fresh investigation in a 
popular case of  trafficking 
of  two children in the state.

The attorney of  justice 
and commissioner for jus-
tice in the state, Cyprian 
Akaolisa, told our corre-
spondent on Monday that 
he had sent back the case 
file of  a child trafficking 
case involving one nurse, 
Ngozi Ebuzoaju and one 
Chinyere Ohanyere popu-
lar known as madam Chi-
chi to the police for a fresh 

Imo orders police to conduct fresh
investigation on child trafficking

investigation.
The police had arrested 

Mrs Ohanyere for alleged-
ly trafficking two children. 
They later arrested a nurse, 
Ebuzoaju, for allegedly 
buying the children for the 
prime suspect.

While the court granted 
Ohanyere bail when she 
was arraigned by the po-
lice, the nurse who alleg-
edly midwified the buying 
of  the two infants had been 
refused bail by the court 
and kept in Owerri Correc-
tional Centre, from where 
she had been attending her 
trials in court.

But on Monday, the state 

attorney General and com-
missioner for justice told 
our correspondent that he 
had returned the case file 
to the police for an holistic 
investigation.

Akaolisa, said that the 
police were not holistic in 
their investigations before 
transferring the case file 
to the Director of  Public 
Presecution for arraign-
ment.

For example, the attorney 
general and commissioner 
for justice, said that the po-
lice had failed to produce 
the woman who alleged-
ly sold the children to the 
nurse.

He also explained that 
the police in their inves-
tigations did not produce 
the mothers of  the children 
who allegedly sold their 
children to the woman at 
large who in turn allegedly 
trafficked them.

He said “we have sent the 
case file back to the police 
for a thorough investiga-
tion. There are loopholes in 
the case file. All we want is 
Justice. It is the court that 
will order for DNA test. 
For the nurse said she does 
not know Mrs Chinyere 
Ohanyere. 

“There is a woman she 
(nurse) claimed to have 
transacted with that re-
ceived N3m. Where is she? 
She is at large. 

The police need to pro-
duce her. What about the 
mothers of  the children, 
who did the business?. 
Where are they? These 
things need to put in place, 
properly. That is why I sent 
the case file back to the po-
lice for a fresh and holistic 
investigation.”

Gunmen kill Inspector near
Abia Police command
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
unmen wearing  
military camou-
flage on Monday, 

stormed a Police check-
point at Mopol base, be-
side  Abia Police Com -
mand in Umuahia and 
killed a Police Inspector 
on duty. 

It was learnt that the 
attack took place at 
about 1:00am at Bende 
road when the gunmen 
attacked Policemen on 
guard in front of  Mobile 
Police base, beside the 
State Police Headquar-
ters, shooting at the Po-
licemen.

The Commissioner of  
Police, Janet Agbede who 
confirmed the attack, stat-
ed that the attackers also 
came with gun truck.

The Commissioner in 
the statement through the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO), Geof-
frey Ogbonna said, “It is  
quite unfortunate that on 
13th December,2021 at 
about 0100 hours, gun-
men disguised in military  

camouflage and using a 
gun truck, opened fire at 
Policemen on pin down 
duty in front of  28 Police 
Mobile Force beside the 
State headquarters, Bende 
road, Umuahia.

Policemen who were 
on red alert returned fire 
which repelled the hood-
lums from carrying out 
their dastardly intentions 
and quickly fled the scene 
with bullet injuries.”

The statement contin-
ued, “regrettably, one In-
spector, Friday Adama of  
17 Police Mobile Force 
Akure on Operation Re-
store Peace special duty in 
the Command lost his life 
during the gun duel.”

The Abia Police Com-
missioner called on resi-
dents, operators of  medical 
facilities and the general 
public to report anyone 
found with bullet wounds 
to the Police or security 
agencies.

CP Agbede used the 
release to warn  to Abia  
parents and guardians to 
warn their children against 
engaging in criminal activ-
ities before, during and af-
ter festive periods.

... As police intensifies ban on 
use of fireworks, explosives
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has Inten-
sified the ban of  fire-

works and other explosives 
in the state during the Yule-
tide celebration.

According to a statement 
signed by the police pub-
lic Relations Officer, CSP 
Micheal Abattam it stated 
that “Explosive is still very 

much in force and the com-
mand  will enforce all the 
extant laws prohibiting the 
use of  ‘knockout’ banger es-
pecially during the Yuletide 
season”

According to a state-
ment, the use of  fireworks 
is synonymous with crimi-
nals who use such to cause 
distraction, fear and panic 
and at the process carry out 
their neferious activities of  

We need greater commitment to make 
Anambra prosperous - Ekweozor
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he founder of  Ide 
Global Movement, 
High Chief  Dr. 

Azubike Ekweozor (Ide 
Umuawulu, Nwanayoeze) 
has reaffirmed that total 
commitment is the mecha-
nism to ensuring that An-
ambra state becomes the 

dream prosperous home-
land of  Ndi Anambra.

Ekweozor stated this on 
the occasion of  Soludo’s 
Victory Party and Mem-
bers Welfare Scheme or-
ganized by Soludo Support 
Group, SSG at the Dora 
Akunyili Women Develop-
ment Centre Awka.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Chaired by Engr. 

Chief  Sir Dr. Innocent 
Akuvue (Ochudo Nibo), 
High Chief  Dr. Ekweozor 
commended the group for 
contributing to the reali-
zation of  Soludo/Ibezim 
project.

He lauded the members 
welfare scheme initiative 
and gave them support to 
enable them achieve its 
objective while assuring to 
always partner with every 
positive innovation that 
will contribute in building 
a more peaceful and pro-
gressive Anambra.

The epoch making event 
attracted notable personali-
ties in Anambra including, 
the Anambra State Deputy 
Governor-elect Dr. Onyek-
achukwu Ibezim, the tra-
ditional ruler of  Umueri, 
Igwe Beneath Emeka, the 
Deputy Speaker, Anambra 
State House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Paschal Agbod-
ike, the member represent-
ing Njikoka constituency 
Two, Hon. Pete Ibida, the 
Idemili North Transition 
Committee Chairman, 
Barr. Asha Nnabuife, Ozo 
Jude Agummadu, among 
others.

Other guests are the 
Anambra State Commis-
sioner for Commerce, 
Trade & Wealth Creation, 
Hon. Uchenna Okafor, 
his Women and Children 
Affairs Counterpart, Lady 
Ndidi Mezue.

Take responsibility for leadership
selection process, Ozigbo charges 
Anambra NUJ
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
candidate in the 

2021 Anambra governor-
ship election, Valentine 
Ozigbo, has urged the me-
dia to play a more active 
role in ensuring that the 
right leaders are elected in 
Nigeria. 

Ozigbo gave the charge 
on Saturday, when he re-
ceived an award of  excel-
lence from the Anambra 
State Chapter of  the Nige-
rian Union of  Journalists 
(NUJ) at the 2021 Anam-
bra Media Parley held at 
the Don Ritz Hotel, Awka. 

While presenting the 

award to Ozigbo, former 
Chief  of  Staff  to the Gov-
ernor of  Anambra State, 
Professor Stella Okunna, 
said Ozigbo deserved the 
honour because of  his ex-
cellent leadership qualities. 

“Ozigbo deserved this 
honour for the political 
leadership he has exhib-
ited in many ways. May 
this be an inspiration to 
you and those who believe 
in you. This award should 
spur you to do more for 
Anambra, Nigeria and the 
world,” Professor Okunna 
said.  

Ozigbo thanked the 
South East Chapter of  the 
NUJ led by Emmanuel 
Ifesinachi, for the recogni-
tion in his brief  remarks, 

urging them to take charge 
of  the leadership selection 
process. 

“There is nothing as im-
portant as closing the lead-
ership gap in Nigeria.  Most 
times, we lament about the 
problems of  Nigeria, but 
we do not discuss the solu-
tions. We need to change 
our mindset and take full 
responsibility,” Ozigbo, a 
multiple-award-winning 
global CEO, said. 

“Let us focus on closing 
the leadership gap. Anoth-
er election is before us, and 
we must ensure that we do 
not have another accident. 
I’m here to ask the media 
if  they are ready to play 
their roles. 

“Let us consciously or-

kidnapping and armed rob-
bery.

Also the police main-
tained that such could also 
lead to loss of  lives as a re-
sult of  heart attack to aged 
people and fire outbreak.

In a bid to prevent crime 
in the state, the police here-
by warned parents and 
guardians to educate their 
wards and Children against 
the dangers of  the use of  
fireworks and explosives.

It also urged marketers 
of  such in the state that any 
person  culpable will be ar-
rested and prosecuted ac-
cording to the provisions of  
the law.

The CP, Rabiu Hussaini 
therefore gave the directives 
to Divisional Police Officers 
to ensure the compliance of  
the order in their areas.

We shall enhance automobile 
services - FG
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

F
ederal Government has 
said that the vehicles 
assembled by local and 

indigenous auto companies 
are not what the government 
wants.

The Minister of  Trade and 
Investment, Otunba Niyi 
Adebayo made the disclosure 
while briefing on the status 
of  some of  the signed Afri-
can Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCTA), it’s im-
pact on the economy of  the 
Nation and other key invest-
ment updates regarding the 
Buhari-led Administration.

Nigeria has nine auto man-
ufacturers, according to the 
National Automotive Design 
and Development Council

They are Peugeot Automo-
bile Nigeria, Nissan Motors, 
Honda Motors, Innoson Ve-
hicle Manufacturing Com-
pany, Hyundai Motor Com-
pany, Ford Motor Company, 
GIC Motor Companies Ltd, 
JAC Motors and Kia Motors.

According to the National 
Bureau of  Statistics, Nigeri-
ans spent N1.08trn to import 
used cars and motorcycles 
between October 2018 and 
September 2019.

Yemi Osinbajo, Nigeria’s 
Vice President had said at the 

Nigerian Economic Summit 
Group (NESG) conference 
in 2020 that local production 
has not grown as desired, 
adding that their limited 
growth has led to high prices 
of  automobiles.

chestrate the emergence 
of  our leaders and not al-
ways react to these issues 
when they happen. Let us 
explore what we can do 
to galvanise Nigerians to 
make the right decision,” 
Ozigbo added. 

Valentine Ozigbo is 
the immediate past Pres-
ident and Group CEO 
of  Transcorp Plc, one of  
Africa’s largest and most 
diversified conglomerates, 
News Echo reports.

In the run-up to the No-
vember 6 Anambra guber 
election, Ozigbo built a 
healthy relationship with 
the media community, 
endearing himself  to the 
fourth estate and strength-
ening his reputation as a 
new generation leader.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

C
entral Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) in Anambra 
state has reinstated its 

preparedness to partner with 
various security agencies in 
the state to eradicate financial 
crimes, cyber fraud and other 
financial related crimes.

The Branch Controller, Mr. 
Benedict Maduagwu gave the 
assurance during a security 
parley with the Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) in the State.

He said the parley was part 
of  the apex bank’s agenda to 
maintain a healthy working 
relationship with various se-
curity agencies in the country

“The CBN called for the 

Anambra: CBN, NSCDC to collaborate
on financial crime eradication 

parley to foster closer relation-
ship with security agencies to 
facilitate the effectiveness of 
CBN’s operation in Anambra 
State,” he said.

He maintained that CBN 
had always collaborated with 
security agencies to eradicat-
ing fraudulent activities of 
fraudsters who are eager to 
defraud unsuspecting victims.

Maduagwu also advised 
the public not to disclose 
banking details with anyone, 
adding that fraudsters were 
eager to take advantage of 
such information to defraud 
unsuspecting victims.

Responding, State Com-
mandant, Comdt Everestus 
Obiyo represented by his Sec-
ond in Command (2ic) DCC 
Steve Ikeorha commended 

His Excellency, Vice President Yemi Osibanjo with His Excellency, Distinguished Senator Hope Uzodimma on inspection, 
at the just commissioned Shared Facility Industry Hub - Acquisition Center at Amakohia, Owerri, Imo State.
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1 dead, 5 injured in Anambra 
trailer crash
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
total of  five persons, 
four males and one 
female have sus-

tained degrees of  injuries 
including one male who  
lost his life following a fatal 
accident which occurred at 
Agulu, in Anaocha local 
government area of  Anam-
bra state. 

News Echo gathered 
from an eye witness that 
the said unidentified trailer 
with registration number: 
ABN625YN, crashed as a 
result of  brake failure and 
loss of  control.

Ag, Sector Public Edu-
cation Officer Sector Com-
mander Anambra State 
FRSC, DRC Margaret B 
Onabe disclosed this to 
journalists on Monday. Ac-
cording to her, “fatal road 
traffic crash occurred at 
Agulu lake bridge by Nan-
ka Agulu road,  today 13th 

December, 2021 at about 
16:15hrs”. “It was a lone 
vehicle crash. An unidenti-
fied driver of  a white Mack 
Trailer with  registration 
number: ABN625YN”. 
“The probable cause of  the 
fatal crash was attributed 
to brake failure and loss of  
control (LOC).

According to an eyewit-
ness report, the trailer was 
carrying bags of  rice and 
when he was descending 
the Agulu hill, failed brake, 
lost control veered off  the 
road and fell on its side . 
With passenger on top of  
the trailer”. “6 people com-
prising (4male adults and 
2 female adults) were in-
volved in the crash.

As at the time of  filling 
this report, the injured vic-
tims were taken to St Jo-
seph Hospital where 1 male 
adult was confirmed dead 
by the doctor on duty and 
the dead victim deposited at 
the hospital morgue.

CBN for its regulatory formu-
lation policies towards ensur-
ing public funds are kept safe.

He reiterated the need for 
robust partnership with the 
NSCDC, adding that the col-
laboration would yield pos-
itive results if  cemented be-

tween the two organizations 
to monitor new trends on fi-
nancial crimes as it affects the 
public.

He solicited for CBN’s op-
erational support and other 
logistics as part of  their social 
cooperative responsibilities.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
hree days after he 
sacked the General 
Manager, Umuahia 

zone of  Abia State environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
Mr. Eze Okwulehie,  Gov -
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu has 
sacked all his Special Advis-
ers and Special Assistants.

He made the announce-

ment on Monday, in a re-
lease signed by Barr Chris 
Ezem, Secretary to the 
State government (SSG).

No reason was however, 
given for their sack but the 
Governor thanked them for 
their contributions to the 
development of  Abia and 
wished them well in future 
endeavours.

The statement read, 
“Governor of   Abia State, 

Ikpeazu sacks Special Advisers, others
Okezie Victor Ikpeazu has 
approved the immediate 
dissolution of  the Body 
of  Special Advisers, Sen-
ior Special Assistants and 
Special Assistants in Abia 
State.

The Governor however, 
appreciated all the appoin-
tees for their individual and 
collective contributions to-
wards the development of  
the State and wished them 

well in their future endeav-
ours.”

The statement said that 
the directive was with im-
mediate effect. It would 
be recalled that Ikpeazu 
last Friday, fired the for-
mer General Manager of  
ASEPA, Umuahia zone, 
Mr. Eze Okwulehie, after 
he granted a live interview 
on a popular radio station.

Clergy stresses on generosity as Judges
wives donate to less privileged  
By Ikenna Orioha

Judges Wives Association 
of  Imo State, has offered 

thanksgiving to God for His 
goodwill, mercy and guid-
ance for keeping and strength-
ening them throughout the 
year despite challenges of  se-
curity.

The thanksgiving ser-
vice was held at Holy Cross 
Catholic Parish, Aladimma, 
Owerri, on Sunday.

Speaking to newsmen 
shortly after the church ser-
vice, President of  the asso-
ciation, July Njoku, said the 
group took the measure to 
“give thanks and glory to God 
for His mercy and protection 
throughout the year and we 
pray for more guidance in 
the coming year and beyond. 
God has been so wonderful 
to us and we are happy and 
proud having God dictate our 

affairs”.
Disclosing that the associa-

tion has existed for more than 
30 years having over 60 active 
and devoted membership, the 
President maintained that 
the group has visited Ofeka-
ta Orodo Home of  Deaf  and 
Dumb to wish them well and 
donated items to them.

Njoku hinted that the as-
sociation has the objective of 
bringing judges wives togeth-
er to socialise and help hu-
manity, saying the association 
will continue to extend kind 
gesture and goodwill to hu-
manity especially to less priv-
ileged and vulnerable ones to 
put smiles on their faces.

In his sermon, Parish 
Priest of  Holy Cross Catho-
lic Church, Rev. Fr. Innocent 
Orji, told Christians to always 
demonstrate generosity to hu-
manity irrespective of  class, 
origin, religion.

Godian Religion celebrates 73yrs anniversary,
offer prayers for fallen heroes

frican Traditional 

AR e l i g i o n  a l s o 
k n o w n  a s  t h e 

Godian Religion in Nigeria 
has celebrated its seventy 
three years of  existence and 
also offered prayers for 
s o m e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e 
Nigerians who died for their 
fatherland.

N e w s  E c h o  w h o 
covered the events reports 
that the entire board of  
t r us tees,  the  na t iona l 
council, priesthood and 
Godian faithful including 
the  genera l  publ ic  on 
Sunday gathered at the 
Unubi district headquarters 
to  thank God for  His 
mercies, protection and 
growth of  the religion till 
date. 

Speaking during the 
event, President General of  
the National Council of  
Godian Rel igion,  Nze 
Azubuike Nnanna said it 
was a thing of  joy since 
inception of  the religion on 
1 9 4 8  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i t s 

existence. He posited that it 
was also a day to remember 
the repose of  the departed 
brethren who fought to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  G o d i a n 
R e l i g i o n  h a s  s o m e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s 
because of  the inclusion as 
part of  a recognized religion 
in Nigeria. 

He further charged 
members not to be deceived 
or relent in prayers but stand 
steadfast and firm in the 
things of  the creator, God. 

A l s o  s p e a k i n g , 
C h a i r m a n  B o a r d  o f  
T r u s t e e s  o f  G o d i a n 
Religion, Chief  Edozi Uche 
Okafor noted that  the 
philosophy of  the religion 
was to associate directly 
with God which is "man 
and God". "we don't believe 
there is an intermediary to 
communicate with man, we 
believe that God is like air 
and can be reached from 
anywhere, hence God is 
u n i v e r s a l .  B u t  t h e 
impression that Africans 
doesn't know God is a 
wrong notion because we 
know God before the arrival 

of  the whitemen". Adding, 
he  noted  tha t  Godian 
R e l i g i o n  b e l i e v e s  i n 
consc iences i sm which 
depicts that whatever a 
person thinks, say, do or fail 
to do lies on his shoulders. 

Contributing, High 
Chief  Ebuka Obi, explained 
t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  1 2 / 1 2 
r e v e l a t i o n  w a s  i n 
remembrance of  those killed 
in Abbey valley Enugu and 
Burutu who where coal city 
miners in present Enugu in 

1949. Giving the history of  
how the early whites who 
arrived Africa exploited our 
forefathers through slavery, 
rape,  and  murder.  He 
bemoaned the invasion of  
the white men into the 
African society which gave 
way to diversion of  religion 
among the people.

However, prayers were 
offered to members who 
fought and was killed in 
1949. Notable among them 
were Nze Mbonu Ejike 

Uwunna,  Pr ince  Jachi 
Okafor, Prince Orji, EE 
Egbe, Prince Kalu Kalu, 
Prince Belonwu Onuegbu, 
Prince Ikenna Ochei, Prince 
Emeka Ilo, Prince Nkem 
O k p a r a ,   H e r b e r t 
M c C a u l e y ,  N n a m d i 
Azikiwe among others,.

The father also prayed 
for the members of  Godian 
religion who had committed 
effortlessly towards the 
success of  the Godian 
religion in Nigeria. Nze 

Azubuike Nnenna, the out-
stations and others who in 
one way or the other assisted 
towards the progress of  the 
traditional African religion.

Present at the event 
were, his Holiness Mbara 
Eke- spiritual head, Godian 
r e l i g i o n ,  h i g h  p r i e s t 
Chigozie Okparaku (Imo 
s t a t e ) ,  L o L o  I r u o m a 
Ozoemena  (Anuenyi ) , 
General Chairlady, Godian 
Religion, among others.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka
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Kerosene is a combustible 
hydrocarbon liquid 
which is distilled in 

modern refineries as one of the 
numerous products of crude 
petroleum oil. Its chemical 
characteristics make it a versatile 
product in usage. It is the main 
fuel used for cooking and lighting 
especially by the majority of the 
poor citizens as an alternative to 
electricity and gas. 

Incessant kerosene in the 
country has led to kerosene 
adulteration which has become 
prevalent in Nigeria. 

Kerosene adulteration could 
be deliberate or inadvertent but 
most kerosene adulteration in 
the country is for inordinate 
economic gains. Kerosene 
subsidy has also encouraged 
kerosene diversion. Kerosene 
adulteration had been implicated 
in all the kerosene explosions that 
were recorded in Nigeria. Each 
time such explosion occurred, 
several persons were brought to 
death and several hundreds of 
victims were incapacitated or 
disfigured. And, each time such 
explosion occurred, people have 
been incapacitated or disfigured. 
Loss of lives and property has 
also been recorded.

Often times, there had been 
controversy over the sources 
of adulteration with trades of 
blames between the NNPC, 
Petroleum Products Marketing 
Company (PPMC) and the 
dealers. 

Recently, officials of the Na-
tional Union of Petroleum and 
Gas workers (NUPENG) con-
firmed that some major dealers 
mix kerosene with other prod-
ucts in various proportions to 
obtain the product of higher 

monetary value and in high de-
mand to make abnormal profits.

Furthermore, some 
unscrupulous kerosene dealers 
in the country have cultivated the 
habit of adulterating Kerosene 
in their bid to make excess profit 
from the sale of the product. It 
is also on a good report that, 
some transporters had also been 
involved in product adulteration. 
According to investigations by 
the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association of 
Nigeria (PENGASSAN), some 
marketers adulterate petroleum 
products in their tank farms by 
the addition of water or PMS 
otherwise known as petrol, or 
AGO otherwise known as diesel 
or gas condensate depending on 
the price deferential between the 
product and the adulterant.

It is possible that adulteration 
can result at the PPMC depots’ 
pipeline; where care was not 
taken to properly flush out the 
first product pumped before the 
line was used to pump a different 
product.

Considering the injuriousness 
of adulterated petroleum 
products to human lives, we 
advocate that as precautionary 
measure, the government should 
ensure adequate supply of 
kerosene and other Petroleum 
products especially during this 
Christmas and New Year festive 
period.

Again, the regulatory 
agencies that are responsible for 
the monitoring and enforcing 
standards should collaborate 
and harness synergy in the 
checking and enforcement of 
standards in the management of 
petroleum products.

Curbing spread 
of adulterated 
Kerosene 

Our TeamOur Team



As I write, some 
of Gov Uzodinma’s 

appointees are 
leveraging their 

kinship afnity with 
him to do exactly as 
Okorocha relatives 
did. They are using 

their ofces to 
perpetrate all manner 
of atrocities, fraud and 

illegalities against 
Imo citizens, and the 
state by extension. 
Prominent on the 
list of those using 
their relationship 

with him to destroy 
his administration’s 
name and image in 
desperate pursuit of 

lucre is Chief Kenneth 
Okafor.
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Opinion

Uzodimma’s self  harm policy:  

Okafor example
By Casmir Roberts

A
lthough late first civilian 
governor of  Imo State, 
Dee Sam Mbakwe 

PhD, almost exclusively 
enjoyed the glory of  being the 
best governor the state has ever 
experienced, he,  however,  did 
not do the good work that 
stood his administration out 
single handed. 

He achieved the 
astounding feats still standing 
today through the collective 
effort of  his appointees’. 
Story has it that he shopped 
for and brought in hot brains 
and hands into his team. 
And together they designed 
and implemented policies, 
programmes and projects 
that, within four years 1979 - 
1983 turned Imo to the fastest 
growing economy in the 
country.

The story of  how Tinubu 
also used same strategy 
as Mbakwe to muster a 
formidable team which helped 
lay the foundation being built 
on by his successors, has been 
told and retold countless 
times.

Conversely, when you 
analyze the recruitment and 
reward strategy of  Governor 
Hope Uzodinma, it appears 
he is averse to meritocracy 
and capacity. He seems to 
covet and passionately cherish 
the opposite negative vices of  
incompetence, corruption and 
poor performance.

This harmful tendency 
may be the consequence of  
not being on ground as being 
alleged by some people. 
But, even if  we assume but 
without conceding that, he is 
on ground, his seeming self  
harming style of  governance 
suggests he may be out of  
touch with realities on ground 
in the state.

If  he is truly  on ground 
and in the know of  the true 
situation of  things, why has 
he been going to a cow market 
filled with giant cows, only  to 
choose to go  back home with 
dwarfish he-goat?

Why is it that unlike 
his predecessors and 
contemporaries today who, 
look out for competent, 
proven performers to help 
them deliver the needed goods, 
and even go the extra mile to 
retain them; Gov Uzodinma 
appears to have sworn  against 
working with good hands, 
and  has kept  relieving his 
appointees perceived by 
the general public to have 
done well, or  doing well in 

promoting his administration 
positively.

 Barr Onuegbu was 
adjudged a performing 
commissioner, the governor 
eased him out. He has recently 
shown Engr. Innocent 
Ikpamezie who, people 
testified did so much to shore 
up the image and acceptability 
of  his government, the exit 

demonstrated that he is not an 
enabler of  non performance, 
fraud, corruption and other 
vices that impede his touted 
desire to leave the state better 
than he met it.

He can do that by 
mustering the courage to 
reprimand or outrightly show 
the exit door to his appointees 
when their actions run counter 

to his administration interests 
and worse,  paint it in bad 
light before the public.

 The governor should 
realize that at the end of  the 
day, it is he that history will 
judge, so he should rise above 
primordial sentiments and 
step on erring toes irrespective 
of  the type of  relationship 
existing between him and the 
errant appointee (s)

People expect him to learn 
lessons from what is happening 
to Senator Okorocha at 
the moment. During his 
time he ran “familiocracy” 
government and his kith and 
kin took advantage of  that 
infamous system to, loot and 
grab private and public assets.

Today, those relations 
have ran into their closets, 
leaving him alone to bear 
the consequences of  their 
collective kleptomaniac. 

As I write, some of  Gov 
Uzodinma’s appointees 
are leveraging their kinship 
affinity with him to do exactly 
as Okorocha relatives did. 
They are using their offices 
to perpetrate all manner of  
atrocities, fraud and illegalities 
against Imo citizens, and the 
state by extension.

Prominent on the list of  
those using their relationship 
with him to destroy his 
administration’s name and 
image in desperate pursuit of  
lucre is Chief  Kenneth Okafor.

That man has almost 
ruined the state transport 
sector and everyone is 
shouting but, the governor 

seems not to be aware or, 
merely looking the other way 
because of  their ties.

For almost one year now 
he has been in the news for the 
wrong reasons. If  he is not in 
the news for sacking members 
of  the National Union of  Road 
Transport Workers, NURTW 
for not making 100% returns 
to him; then he is in hugging 
the headlines for demanding 
money from branch chairmen 
and firing those who didn’t 
pay up.

Through this illegal over 
lordship he has sacked over 
one thousand workers thereby 
throwing them and thousands 
of  their dependants into 
hunger and penury. Can he 
claim not know the serious 
negative security backlash 
that can result from that 
thoughtless action.

If  those workers he 
pushed into the street because 
he wants to grab money resort 
to antisocial tendencies in 
a bid to make ends meet, 
does he not know it is Gov 
Uzodinma government that 
will be blamed for  resultant 
insecurity?

Just as NURTW members 
are unhappy with him, 
Busimo operators also see 
him as a merciless tormentor. 
They are also complaining 
that he is pocketing all the 
money coming from the 
ongoing painting and fleeting 
of  their buses.

Gov Uzodinma should 
ignore the few in the sector 
singing his praises at gunpoint 
because inwardly they  are 
not happy, but only protecting 
their jobs, and look into 
the activities of  his Special 
Adviser on Transport.

Majority of  workers in the 
transport sector and Imo people  
are grumbling and complaining 
loudly about his incompetence, 
high handedness,  intimidation, 
victimization and lust for 
money.

They are complaining 
that those draconian policies 
are destroying the sector and 
negatively impacting the state 
development. Gov Uzodinma 
as an experienced politician 
should know that ultimately it 
is his government that will pay 
for the sins of  its appointees, 
Okafor’s own inclusive.

With that in mind and 
because the buck stops 
on his table, he owes the 
complainants the moral 
and constitutional duty to 
investigate and find out if  
what they are saying is true or 
false.

door. And looking 
at what is currently 
unfolding in state 
owned radio station, 
IBC, it appears the 
Director General Sir 
Egbuchulem who is 
sanitizing that coven 
of  corruption and 
darkness, is being 
diplomatically eased 
out.

However, it is not 
all gloom as he has 
done well to  still retain 
Mrs Ruby Emele who 
has been a worthy 
ambassador of  his 
government.

It is also good that 
he is bringing back 
someone like Barr Rex 
Anunobi, who in his 
first stint did so much 
to clean and transform 
the transport sector.

But, by and large, 
the governor needs 
to do more to change 
the perception in the 
public domain that, he 
is averse to men and 
women of  capacity 
and competence. 
It is high time he 

Uzodimma
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ight is electromagnetic radiation Lthat can be detected by the human 
eye. Electromagnetic radiation 

occurs over an extremely wide range of  
wavelengths, from gamma rays with 

�11wavelengths less than about 1 × 10  metre 
to radio waves measured in metres. Within 
that broad spectrum the wavelengths 
visible to humans occupy a very narrow 
band, from about 700 nanometres (nm; 
billionths of  a metre) for red light down to 
about 400nm for violet light. The spectral 
regions adjacent to the visible band are 
often referred to as light also, infrared at the 
one end and ultraviolet at the other. The 
speed of  light in a vacuum is a fundamental 
physical constant, the currently accepted 
value of  which is exactly 299,792,458 
metres per second, or about 186,282 miles 
per second.

Light transmits spatial and temporal 
information. This property forms the basis 
of  the fields of  optics and optical 
communications and a myriad of  related 
technologies, both mature and emerging. 
Technological applications based on the 
manipulations of  light include lasers, 
h o l o g r a p h y ,  a n d  f i b r e - o p t i c 
telecommunications systems.

In most everyday circumstances, the 
properties of  light can be derived from the 
theory of  classical electromagnetism, in 
which light is described as coupled electric 
and magnetic fields propagating through 
space as a traveling wave. However, this 
wave theory, developed in the mid-19th 
century, is not sufficient to explain the 
properties of  light at very low intensities. 
At that level a quantum theory is needed to 
explain the characteristics of  light and to 
explain the interactions of  light with atoms 
and molecules. In its simplest form, 

quantum theory describes l ight as 
consisting of  discrete packets of  energy, 
called photons. However, neither a classical 
wave model nor a classical particle model 
correctly describes light; light has a dual 
nature that is revealed only in quantum 
mechanics. This surprising wave-particle 
duality is shared by all of  the primary 
constituents of  nature (e.g., electrons have 
both particle-like and wavelike aspects). 
Since the mid-20th century, a more 
comprehensive theory of  light, known as 
quantum electrodynamics (QED), has 
been regarded by physicists as complete. 
QED combines the ideas of  classical 
electromagnetism, quantum mechanics, 
and the special theory of  relativity.

Light rays
The basic element in geometrical 

optics is the light ray, a hypothetical 
construct that indicates the direction of  the 
propagation of  light at any point in space. 
The origin of  this concept dates back to 
early speculations regarding the nature of  
light. By the 17th century the Pythagorean 
notion of  visual rays had long been 
abandoned, but the observation that light 
travels in straight lines led naturally to the 
development of  the ray concept. It is easy to 
imagine representing a narrow beam of  
light by a collection of  parallel arrows—a 
bundle of  rays. As the beam of  light moves 
from one medium to another, reflects off  
surfaces, disperses, or comes to a focus, the 
bundle of  rays traces the beam's progress in 
a simple geometrical manner.

Geometrical optics consists of  a set of  
rules that determine the paths followed by 
light rays. In any uniform medium the rays 
travel in straight lines. The light emitted by 
a small localized source is represented by a 
collection of  rays pointing radially outward 
from an idealized “point source.” A 
collection of  parallel rays is used to 

represent light flowing with uniform 
intensity through space; examples include 
the light from a distant star and the light 
from a laser. The formation of  a sharp 
shadow when an object is illuminated by a 
parallel beam of  light is easily explained by 
tracing the paths of  the rays that are not 
blocked by the object.

Reflection and refraction
Light rays change direction when they 

reflect off  a surface, move from one 
transparent medium into another, or travel 
through a medium whose composition is 
continuously changing. The law of  
reflection states that, on reflection from a 
smooth surface, the angle of  the reflected ray 
is equal to the angle of  the incident ray. (By 
convention, all angles in geometrical optics 
are measured with respect to the normal to 
the surface—that is, to a line perpendicular 
to the surface.) The reflected ray is always in 
the plane defined by the incident ray and the 
normal to the surface. The law of  reflection 
can be used to understand the images 
produced by plane and curved mirrors. 
Unlike mirrors, most natural surfaces are 
rough on the scale of  the wavelength of  light, 
and, as a consequence, parallel incident light 
rays are reflected in many different 
directions, or diffusely. Diffuse reflection is 
responsible for the ability to see most 
i l l u m i n a t e d  s u r f a c e s  f r o m  a n y 
position—rays reach the eyes after reflecting 
off  every portion of  the surface.

angle of  incidence and angle of  reflection
For a smooth surface the angle of  incidence 

(θ ) equals the angle of  ref lection (θ ), as 1 2

measured with reference to the normal (line 
perpendicular) to the surface.

When light traveling in one transparent 
medium encounters a boundary with a 
second transparent medium (e.g., air and 
glass), a portion of  the light is reflected and a 
portion is transmitted into the second 
medium. As the transmitted light moves into 
the second medium, it changes its direction 
of  travel; that is, it is refracted. The law of  
refraction, also known as Snell's law, 
describes the relationship between the angle 

of  incidence (θ ) and the angle of  refraction 1

(θ ), measured with respect to the normal 2

(“perpendicular line”) to the surface, in 

mathematical terms:  sin θ  =  sin θ , n n1 1 2 2

where  and  are the index of  refraction of  n n1 2

the first and second media, respectively. The 
index of  refraction for any medium is a 
dimensionless constant equal to the ratio of  
the speed of  light in a vacuum to its speed in 
that medium.

law of  refraction
The law of  refraction, or Snell's law, predicts 

the angle at which a light ray will bend, or refract, 
as it passes from one medium to another.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

he Academic Staff  TU n i o n  o f  
Universities, Owerri 

Zone, has threatened a total 
showdown with the Federal 
Government over the non-
implementation of  the 2009 
agreement. 

The union said during a 
press conference at the 
N n a m d i  A z i k i w e 
University, Awka, that it 
w o u l d  e m b a r k  o n  a n 
indefinite strike as “the 
magnanimity of  ASUU that 
resulted in various MOUs 
and MOAs arising from the 
2009 agreement has been 
spurned by the Federal 
Government.” 

Leaders of  the union 
f rom Nnamdi  Azikiwe 
University, Awka, Federal 
University of  Technology, 
O w e r r i ,  I m o  S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  O w e r r i , 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
O j u k w u  U n i v e r s i t y , 
Igbar iam and Michae l 
O k p a r a  U n ive r s i t y  o f  
Agriculture, Umudike, were 

in attendance. 
Addressing journalists, 

t h e  A S U U  Z o n a l 
C o o r d i n a t o r,  M r  U z o 
Onyebinama, explained that 
some lecturers are being 
owed as much as 10 months' 
salary.

“As we speak now, the 
Federal Government is in 
a r r e a r s  o f  m a j o r 
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e 
agreement, and that includes 
funding for the revitalization 
of  public universities, earned 
academic allowances, and 
the renegotiation of  the 2009 
agreement. 

“The consequences of  
the Federal Government's 
refusal to implement the 
2009 agreement is that the 
union has resolved to go on 
an indefinite strike any 
moment and once it begins, 
it will not stop until all 
agreements are fulfilled.” 

Also,  ASUU Benin 
Z o n e ,  h a s  s a i d  t h e 
impending strike by the 
nation's university lecturers 

is a last resort to draw 
government attention to 
their plights and not to derail 
academic activities. 

The zonal Coordinator 
of  the Benin Zone ASUU, 
Prof. Fred Esumeh, stated 
this in Benin, Edo State.

Esumeh said, “Strike is 
less frequent in the western 
w o r l d  b e c a u s e  t h e i r 
governments act. But here in 
Nigeria, you have to go on 
strike frequently before 
government can act.” 

The zonal coordinator, 
who described members' 
remuneration as slave wage, 
demanded a new condition 
of  service. 

He said, “The Nigerian 
universities are no longer 
a t t r a c t i v e  t o  f o r e i g n 
lecturers, including those 
f r o m  n e i g h b o u r i n g 
countries. 

“This is due to the 
prevailing slave wage where 
the highest ranked professor 
earns less than a thousand 
dollars monthly.” 

Light

Strike'll be indefinite until all
agreements are fulfilled – ASUU

UI emerges best varsity in NUC's
2021 ranking

h e  N a t i o n a l TU n i v e r s i t i e s 
Commission (NUC) 

has ranked the University of  
Ibadan (UI) first in its latest 
2021 ranking.

The ranking, which was 
carried out using twelve 
indicators, involved 113 
universities across Nigeria.

The institutions were 
ranked based on the google 
scholar index, the total 
number of  full-time students, 
students and staff  ratio, 
efficiency, the number of  
international students, and 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 
knowledge economy.

Other criteria include; 
percentage of  programmes 
with full-time accreditation, 
percentage of  international 
staff, all citations per capita, 
amongst others.

The  lead  presenter, 
Professor Peter Okebukola, 
disclosed this in Abuja during 
a capacity building workshop 
on improving the ranking of  
public universities in Nigeria, 

Organised by the Tertiary 
E d u c a t i o n  Tr u s t  F u n d 
(TETFUND).

Okebukola, who spoke 
on the overview of  global 
university ranking and the 
place of  the Nigerian higher 
education system in the 
knowledge economy, said the 
full report would be made 
ava i l a b l e  t o  N U C  a n d 
uploaded on a website.

He said, “You cannot get 
any form of  ranking system 
in the whole wide world that 
does what Nigeria has done. 

For this 2021 edition, based 
on the twelve indicators 
that'll have developed, the 
University of  Ibadan is the 
first, followed by the Federal 
University of  Technology 
Akure.

“Next year, we'll look at 
the indicators that we used 
this year and see whether 
there are things to add or 
drop. So it's going to be an 
annual thing.”

However, he lamented 
that some Universities didn't 
show up for the ranking while 
urging them to partake in the 
next ranking, which has 
become an annual event.
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Towards a result oriented 2021/2022 
Nigeria Premier Football League season
By Amos Agwamba

B
aring any force majeure 
2021/2022 Nigeria 
Premier Football league 

season will kick off  this weekend.
Though belated kick off  the 

league is bedeviled with hiccups.
Firstly, is the non-payment of  

outstanding match indemnities 
of  match officials; Referee Match 
Commissioner and Referee 
Assessors. Even though above 
match, officials have strengthened 
their preparation for the seasons 
football fiesta, through seminars, 
physical fitness exercises and 
drills to keep pace with the FIFA 
laws of  the games of  football 
and global practice, same cannot 
be said of  the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) and League 
Management Company (LMF) 
to meet their expected roles. The 
morale of  the above officials is at 
low ebb in view of  non settlements 
of  the outstanding bills before 
undertaking a fresh season.

Secondly, the poor state of  
the stadia and the pitches are 
another big blow and hindrance 
to the kick off  of  the league. The 
usual inspection of  the stadium 
facilities and pitches seem to 
have been swept under the carpet. 
Most Nigeria stadia/football 
pitches are mainly grass turf  
whose maintenance has proven 
a difficult task for grounds men. 
The modern pitch in view of  poor 
management of  the grass turf  is 
the astro turf  (artificial/synthetic 
pitches) in view of  the poor 
maintenance culture, most teams 
are forced to relocate their home 
pitches to more standard pitches.

Kano Pillars FC will move 
from their usual Sani Abacha 
pitch to Katongara as Rangers 
international will move to 
Nsukka Township Stadium as 
their temporary home ground 
in place of  Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Stadium. The 
same story is at play for Abia 
warriors who have made Okigwe, 
Township Stadium their adopted 
home pitch in place of  Umuahia 
Township Stadium for many 
seasons. These adopted home 
pitches no doubt will reduce the 
spectatorship and role of  home 

fans of  the affected teams as 
they cannot afford the luxury of  
joining their home team and the 
foolhardy security risk in night 
travels after such home matches 
as well as financial involvement 
of  hotel accommodation, which 
will be unaffordable to some.

Thirdly, the security situation 
on our roads both in the day and 
night travels is the biggest risk 
factor among the players, officials 
and fans. Last season witnessed 
attacks on some teams en-route 
match venues. The petrifying 
scenario is both hazardous 
nightmare and foolhardy. Players 
and officials who escape the 
horrifying situation will not like 
to be faced with such ugly and 
hazardous situations. It seems 

this problem has not been faced 
or addressed by NFF and LMC.

The fourth hindrances to 
enjoyable football season is the 
close door situation due to Covid 
19 restrictions experienced last 
season and the recent Omicron 
variant which has reduced the 
turnout of  spectators to our stadia.

Both NFF and LMC seem to 
be guilty of  conspiracy of  silence 
as nothing has been said or being 
done for the involvement/partic-
ipation of  the fans and spectators 
who have fun and excitement as 
well as contribute to the moti-
vation of  the players in view of  
their vociferous voices, songs and 
overwhelming rendition from 
their music department. Individ-
uals who can present evidence 

practices has led to our presently 
half  baked teams to represent 
Nigeria in Confederation of  
African football programmes. 
Hence the early exit of  our club 
representatives.

lastly, no government/
individual can single handedly 
handle sports programmes and 
activities alone, Public, Private, 
Partnership should be aggressively 
pursued so that we can attempt 
to meet world standard and 
practice. Clubs should prioritize 
their marketing strategies so as 
to attract sponsorship. For us to 
have a result oriented football 
season we should address above 
problems/handicaps bedeviling 
our Nigeria Professional Premier 
League

of  vaccination should 
be allowed to watch 
matches. The English 
premier league, Span-
ish Laliga or Germa-
nys Bundesliga etc 
have full capacity at 
their stadia arena.

The fifth and very 
important problem is 
the registration and 
contract agreements 
of  players, manage-
ment/administrative 
staff  to guarantee 
their commitment to 
the various clubs. 

The non reciproc-
ity of  club owners or 
Government as the 
case maybe in meet-
ing the pecuniary 
agreement with play-
ers, management etc 
is one of  the greatest 
handicaps of  Nige-
rian Football Club 
Management. A situ-
ation where players, 
club managers etc are 
owed many months 
of  their salaries and 
allowances rank high-
est problem of  Nigeria 
Sports development.

Sixthly the fire 
brigade approach 
of  managers of  our 
league in cueing into 
the global standard 
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Scores injured, vehicles burnt as 
petrol tanker explodes in Onitsha

A petrol tanker laden 
with premium motor 
spirit, PMS on Sun-

day, exploded at Chris-Tee 
filling station located between 
Savoy bus stop and Boromeo 
roundabout in the heart of  
the commercial city of  Onit-
sha, Anambra State, while 
discharging the PMS. 

The incident which oc-
curred at about 7.30 p.m., 
left several persons with vari-
ous degrees of  injuries, while 
about 15 vehicles parked adja-
cent mechanic workshop were 
burnt beyond recognition.

It took men of  the state 
fire service an extra efforts 
to prevent the inferno from 
spreading to the other nearby 
petrol stations.

The AG sector public ed-
ucation officer, Federal Road 
Safety Commission, FRSC 
Anambra state sector com-
mand, DRC Margaret B. On-
abe, confirmed the incident to 
newsmen in Onitsha.

She said men of  the Fire 
Service and FRSC Rescue 
Team were on ground to cur-
tail the inferno.

Meantime, the sector 

tient, while urging them to 
observe traffic rules, especial-
ly during this yuletide.

An eye witness said the 
fire started at Chris- Tee gas 
plant and spread over to the 

main Chris+Tee petrol sta-
tion before being prevented 
from spreading to two other 
nearby petrol stations which 
included Rain Oil and Ejison 
Oil and Gas.

The State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, PPRO, 
Tochi Ikenga, a Deputy Su-
perintendent of  Police, DSP, 
also confirmed the incident.

commander, 
Federal Road 
Safety Corps, 
A n a m b r a 
State, Corps 
Command -
er Adeoye 
A Irelewuyi, 
implored the 
public to be 
calm and pa-

Burnt Petrol tankBurnt petrol tank

Burnt Tee-oil Petrol station

Burnt Silver oil Petrol station
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Special Report

The Association of 
Palm Tree Planters 
Association of  Nigeria 

(APPON) has said that if  the 
South-East Region of  Nigeria 
wants to rescue itself  from the 
economic quagmire, it must 
go back to the drawing board.

APPON said that the era 
of  the late Premier of  the 
region, Michael Iheonukara 
Okpara, when palm trees and 
all its products became the 
major source of  income for 
the Old Eastern Nigeria that 
comprise of  all five South-
East states and all South-
South States except Edo and 
Delta State remains the best.

APPON, therefore, called 
on the state Governors and 
traditional rulers in the 
South-East to embrace the 

APPON to S’East govs: Ignore M. I. 
Okpara Way and continue to fail

revolution that is taking place 
in palm tree planting and 
change the bad economic 
status of  the region.

The National President 
of  APPON, Apostle Obioma 
Umeora made this call in 
Aba, during the celebration 
of  the first anniversary of  the 
organization in Abia State.

Umeora said that APPON 
is currently in 24 states, but 
added that 14 states in Nigeria 
can be regarded as Palm Tree 
Belts among which the five 
states in the South East are 
among.

He lamented that it is 
disturbing that out of  over two 
hundred million Nigerians, 
the country cannot boast 
of  having up to one million 
farmers, which he said is the 
reason behind reliance on 
imported products. 

Umeora said that the 
revolution in the palm 
tree agriculture business is 
the discovery of  the most 
superior oil palm hybrid 
called the Supergene which 
he says can start producing 
fruits within just two years 
and can be just seven fits high 
even at 30 years of  existence.

He also said that a tree of 
the Supergene can produce 
25 bunches of  palm fruits, 
produces three times a year 
and has a longer tree lifecycle 
of  30 years of  fruit-bearing.

He said, “With its ability 
to produce three times in a 
year, each tree can give you 
75 palm fruits head per year. 
One bunch of  Supergene 
can give you three litres of 
palm oil. 

“One plot of  land can give 
you ten trees of  Supergene 

trees standing, as a wider gap 
between the leaf  stems results 
in increase photosynthesis 
for more robust growth.

“With each tree 
producing 25 bunches in 
every harvesting period, 
multiply it by three times in a 
year that it produces and then 
add it to the ten you’ll get in a 
plot of  land. 

“You can imagine when 
you have invested a million 
in such a hybrid? Do you 
know what it means? It’s a 
dwarf  type of  hybrid. And 
we sell it at a subsidized rate 
in APPON,” he said.

He said that due to how 
serious the issue of  poverty 
disturbs APPON, the 
association has taken it upon 
itself  after agreement with its 
partners to begin distributing 
Supergene hybrid for N1,250 
per palm seedling.

Umeora urged the 
governors that it was palm 
trees that Dr. Michael 
Okpara, the Premier of  the 
Old Eastern Region made use 
of  while building the region 
during the years of  its glory. 

He charged the Abia 
and Imo State Governments 
to think of  partnering 
with APON to take over 
the moribund Abia Palm 

plantation at Ohambele-
Ndoki, Ukwa East Local 
Government Area and 
ADAPALM, to enable them 
to cut down all the tall and 
old palm trees, replace them 
with the Supergene that will 
help change the history of 
palm plantation in Abia. 

Pastor Tina Nwachukwu, 
APPON Chairman in Abia 
State said that the association 
has come to revolutionize 
agriculture and also touch 
the lives of  Nigerians by 
introducing them to a 
suitable, legal and fruitful 
way of  making legitimate 
money.

She said that APON has 
acquired about 388 hectares 
of  land in the Ohafia Local 
Government Area, acquired 
another 200 thousand plots 
of  land at Isuikwuato Local 
Government Area as well. 

Pastor Igwe Iheke, the 
Chairman of  the 2020-2021 
anniversary committee of 
APPON, Abia State Chapter 
said that the first anniversary 
is a celebration of  excellence, 
as the association has 
achieved a whole lot in 
its quest to rediscover and 
revolutionize a very rich 
agricultural area, Abia has a 
comparative advantage in.

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Palmfruit heads

Palm plantation at Adapalm

Members of  APPON during their anniversary 
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n 12th December, 

O2021, 7 CRAFT 
FURNITURE, a 

subsidiary of Dachi Décor 
G l o b a l  R e s o u r c e s  
L i m i t e d ,  o f f i c i a l l y  
unveiled her excellent 
design kind of furniture 
for exclusive and cozy use 
at Mega Event Centre. 
The day also witnessed the 
c l imax of  the  chi ld  
dedication of little Miss 
Nwachukwu Brianna, the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Zik Nwachukwu, the 
CEO of the company. At 
the event, the crème de la 
crème of  the society 
graced the event. The hall 
was filled to capacity as 
the event continues to be 
the talk of town especially  
the need to order for the 
furniture that is made not 
outside but by Nigerians in 
Nigeria. Interestingly, the 
creativity of 7 CRAFT 

FURNITURE made them 
with their unique craft, no 
wonder it is called 7 craft. 
If you were unable to 
attend the event, never 
mind, the Editor of News 
Echo, Chigozie Uzosike 
was there to capture the 
pictures of the event for 
your viewing delight. 

Here, these pictures speak 
it all;

Dachi Décor Global Resources unveils
7 CRAFT FURNITURE in Owerri

Continues on Pg. 11
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...Dachi Décor Global Resources unveils
7 CRAFT FURNITURE in Owerri



Obiano announces take-over 
of 2 fuel stations razed by fire
in Onitsha 

News

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A
bia State Task 
Force on Petrole-
um Products has 

called marketers of  pe-
troleum products in Aba, 
the commercial hub of  
the state to immediately 
reverse the ongoing hike 
they placed on petroleum 
products or face the wrath 
of  the state government.

The task force in its re-
solve to ensure that the 
National petroleum pump 
price of  N165 per litre is 
maintained has vowed to 
seal filling stations and 
have their Certificate of  
Occupancy (C of  O) re-
voke should they insist on 
selling above the normal 
price.

Chairman of  the task 
force, Chief  Ahaoma 

Amalaha said that it is 
disheartening that af-
ter the state government 
had attended to the com-
plaint the marketers made, 
brought a solution to the 
complaint, the majority of  
the filling stations in Aba 
have continued to sell fuel 
at N250-N300.

News Echo reports that 
petroleum marketers in 
Abia complained that the 
condition of  the Ekeak-
para Road which leads to 
the NNPC Mega Station 
at Osisioma prevents their 
tankers from lifting prod-
ucts from there and distrib-
uting them.

It was gathered that 
about one week ago, the 
petroleum marketers in 
Abia State had to go to 
neighbouring Port Har-
court in Rivers State to buy 
their products which they 

said brought them more 
expenses.

Confirming their com-
plaints, Amalaha said that 
it is true after the market-
ers went to Port Harcourt 
to buy products, their 
expenses increased from 
N700,000 to N1,000,000 
which led to the hike from 
N165 to N250 and N300 
in most places.

The Abia petroleum 
taskforce boss said that the 
bad portions of  Ekeakpara 
Road have been given pal-
liative care and that tank-
ers are now making use of  
it to distribute their prod-
ucts which should have 
brought about change to 
the original N165 per litre. 

“We’re going around 
town to force them to re-

verse to the original price 
before the issue of  the 
road was raised. If  we see 
any filling station selling 
beyond N165, we’ll, first 
of  all, sell the available 
products to buyers around 
at N165, seal the station 
and go as far as revoking 
the owners C of  O so they 
can battle with the govern-
ment.”

He said that it is unac-
ceptable that one week 
after the marketers went 
to Port Harcourt to buy 
products which must have 
seen them almost sold out 
all they bought within that 
space of  the week, they 
still want to sell product 
lifted from Osisioma De-
pot at the same price they 
sold the one they bought 
at Port Harcourt.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu has 
released the sum of  

three billion, two hundred 
million naira for the pay-
ment of  salaries of  workers 
and settlement of  pension-
ers in the State.

This development was 
made known to newsmen 
in Umuahia by the Com-
missioner for Information, 
Barr Eze Chikamnayo,

He noted that the pay-
ment commenced on 
Thursday and promised 
that the outcome of  gov-
ernment’s verification exer-
cise in the local government 
system in the State, would 
soon be made public.

He disclosed that workers 
in Abia State Health Man-
agement Board (HMB) 
would receive N828m, 
while the Secondary 
School Management Board 
would receive N983m even 
as the Commissioner said 
that the sum of  N520 mil-
lion naira would be paid to 
the senior citizens, the pen-
sioners in Abia.

Also, Abia State College 
of  Education (Technical), 

Arochukwu was given a 
twelve months subvention, 
Abia State Polytechnic, 
Aba got four months sub-
vention, Abia State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, 
Aba received two month’s 
subvention while Abia 
State University, Uturu was 
given three month’s sub-
vention.

According to the Infor-
mation Commissioner, 
Abia State Abia State Col-

Abia releases N3.2b for payment 
of workers’ salaries, pensions

lege of  Health technolo-
gy received five  month’s 
subvention and a grant of  
N200 million to facilitate 
the movement of  the in-
stitution to her permanent 
site.

The Commissioner, 
flanked by the Commis-
sioner for documentation 
and communications, Mr. 
Ugochukwu Emezuo and 
the Chief  Press Secretary to 
Abia State Governor, Barr. 

Abia to revoke C of O’s of filling 
stations over fuel price hike 

Onyebuchi Ememanka, de-
clared that Abia State gov-
ernment is not owing any 
civil servant and warned 
heads of  parastatals and 
agencies against giving em-
ployments to people with-
out government approval.

He further directed the 
management of  the affected 
parastatals to immediately 
comply with the directive 
and immediately begin the 
payments of  their workers 
without delay.

News Echo 
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The Abia State Commissioners and the CPS during the announcement of the  release of N3.2 bn for workers’ payment.
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
wo petrol Stations 
which were on Sun-
day night raze by fire 

in the commercial city of  
Onitsha in Anambra State, 
have been seized by the 
state government.

It was gathered that the 
fire which started at Silver 
Oil Petrol Station, later 
extended to Chris Tee oil, 
razing down the stations. 
No life was lost in the infer-
no which started at about 
8pm, sources said.

The state police com-
mand’s spokesperson, DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga con-
firmed the incident, in a 
press release he signed and 
issued to journalists.

Ikenga said: “At about 
8pm, information was re-
ceived at Inland Police Sta-
tion Onitsha, that there was 
a fire outbreak at Silver fill-
ing station, along the Onit-
sha/Enugu expressway by 
Awka Road, Onitsha.

“An unconfirmed source 

had it that a truck laden 
with petroleum product 
caught fire inside the filling 
station while awaiting dis-
charge

“The DPO Inland Town 
Police Station quickly con-
tacted the Fire Service, and 
equally went to the scene 
with Police operatives, who 
cordoned it off  in order to 
mitigate casualty and pre-
vent hoodlums taking ad-
vantage of  the scenario to 
loot.”

He said the immediate 
or remote cause of  the fire 
incident, casualty level and 
value of  damage done are 
yet to be formally deter-
mined, but sources told our 
correspondent that no life 
was lost in the incident.

Announcing the confis-
cation of  the properties, 
Governor Willie Obiano 
who visited the two scene 
of  the incident inspected 
the level of  damage caused 
by the fire incident, while 
frowning at the nonchalant 
attitude of  some petroleum 
station owners in siting gas 
plants and fuel stations at 
same location.

Obiano said: “We thank 
God because no life was 
lost during the fire incident. 
I also want to commend the 
Anambra State fire service 
and other security agencies 
for their timely response.

“I have however directed 
the immediate sealing off  
of  both fuel stations, and 
ordered that it be taken over 
by the state  government,” 
Obiano said.

Place Your Classified
 Information:

 

Change of  Names,
 Public Notice,

 Ear-Piece, Birthday
 Celebrations/Splash

 and other Social Events
at a discount rate.

Call: Editor, 
07037723606

Insecurity: Commercial cyclists charged
to support government 
By Ikenna Orioha

T
o win fight against 
insecurity in Imo State, 
commercial motorcycle 

operators have been charged 
to shun any act of  indiscipline 
while supporting government 
effort by  providing valid and 
timely information about the 
whereabouts and activities 
of  hoodlums to relevant 
authorities.

This charge was given by the 
Special Adviser to the Gov-
ernor on Public Safety, Hon. 
Ugochukwu Nzekwe, during 
the inauguration of  Prefab Mo-
torcycle Operators Union, held 

at Methodist Bus Stop, along 
MCC Uratta road, Owerri, last 
week.

Stating that the combined 
efforts of  security agents 
and commercial cyclists will 
strengthen intelligence and 
surveillance gathering in 
winning the war against crime 
and violence in the state. 
Nzekwe commended the union 
for being organised, saying 
the data of  all commercial 
motorcycle operators within 
the designated routes in the 
area are properly captured.

He said the effort will help 
guarantee safety of  people 
residing around MCC Uratta 

area, as anybody boarding 
motorcycle there will always 
reach their destinations safely. 
“If  anything happens on 
the way, the person knows 
where to report”, warning 
the union against being 
criminal syndicate, notorious 
for snatching bags, phones or 
various forms of  criminality at 
the area.

Also speaking, CSP WetBen 
Daniel, from the Nigeria Police, 
Area Command, Owerri, ad-
vised motorcycle operators not 
to go contrary to the routes laid 
out for them, stressing that no-
body will harass or arrest them 
if  they remain law abiding.



Anambra deputy governor-elect
partners church to promote morals

News

I
n what is obviously a vow 
in the House of  God and 
in the presence of  faithful, 

and his own way of  giving 
back to the society, Governor 
Hope Uzodinma of  Imo State 
on Sunday rededicates his life 
to the service of  humanity.

He did on the occasion 
of  thanksgiving to God on 
his 63rd birthday celebra-
tion held at the Government 
House Chapel Owerri.

An excited Governor Uzo-
dimma had thanked God 
Almighty, his wife, his fam-
ily, the people of  Imo State, 
friends, political associates, 
Ndi-Igbo and all Nigerians 
for their support and belief  in 
him these past 63 years.

Governor Uzodimma’s 
words: ‘’On the solemn occa-
sion of  thanksgiving to God 
on my birthday celebration I 
wish to rededicate myself  to 
service of  Imo people and in-
deed Ndi-Igbo and pray God 
to strengthen me always to 
give my best to the service of 
humanity.”

He specifically thanked 
God whom he acknowledged 
has done a lot for him at 63.

He recalled that accolades, 
emcomia and felicitations 
started pouring in on him 
with the presentation of  his 
book, ‘’Reflections on the 
Igbo Question’’, and thanked 
once again all those that sup-
ported the event.

Hear Governor Uzodim-
ma: ‘’What happened at the 
book presentation had rein-
forced my resolve to serve 
Imo people transparently and 
honestly. It was an incredible 
goodwill, and the much need-
ed tonic to galvanize myself 
and my team to undertake 
more productive ventures in 
the journey to serve the State 
better through the Shared 
Prosperity Agenda.’’

He reiterated his earlier 
pledge not to use the opportu-
nity of  his office to appropri-
ate the patrimony of  the peo-
ple of  Imo to himself  and his 
friends as was the case with 
the administration of  former 
Governor Rochas Okorocha, 
now a Senator.

Governor Uzodimma re-
called meeting a sordid and 
daunting situation on as-
sumption of  office some two 
years ago, but thanked God 
that “through concerted ef-
forts of  my administration 
and the dogged efforts of  my 
team who were selfless and 
dedicated the narrative is 
gradually changing.”

“Imo State once more be-
longs to Imo people, as infra-
structural provisions are far 
better today than in past two 
years.”

He regretted the ugly issues 
that greeted his administra-
tion at inception such as   the 
COVID-19; #EndSARS; and 

worst of  it all, the insecurity 
that is heightened by the ac-
tivities of  the unknown gun-
men, as setbacks that had 
retarded the wheel of  his 
administration’s progress and 
speed.  

Regardless, he thanked 
God that his administration 
has been able to contain  the 
situation and warn the perpe-

trators of  the heinous crimes 
of  banditry and bloodletting 
of  innocent citizens in the 
State to desist or be ready to 
face the fool weight of  Gov-
ernment and the wrath of 
God.

He reiterated the readiness 
of  his administration towards 
the Recovery Agenda, insist-
ing that he will stop at nothing 

in making sure that all looted 
property of  Imo people are 
all recovered. “As a matter of 
fact the prosperity agenda is 
on a speed gear,’’ he said.

He further pledged to be 
honest and not betray the 
trust reposed in him by Imo 
people, reassuring that “in 
the coming days, government 
will roll out all its parapherna-

lia to ensure that the interest 
of  Imo people will continue 
to be the primary concern of 
government.”

In his brief  remarks while 
rejoicing and celebrating 
with the Governor on his 
birthday,  Chief  (Eng.) Em-
manuel Iwuanyanwu con-
gratulated him and com-
mended him for his foresight 
on the book he wrote.

From  Godson Nwosu,
PH

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
sacked the Commis-

sioner of  Health, Professor 
Princewill Chike for not 
seeking the State govern-
ment’s approval to host the 
preliminary session of  Med-
ical and Dental Council of  
Nigeria, MDCN, in Port 
Harcourt.

The governor described 
the unilateral decision of  
the Commissioner to host 
the MDNC without the 
consent of  the Rivers State 
government as most embar-
rassing.

Governor Wike an-
nounced the sack of  Profes-
sor Chike when the chair-
man of  the Medical and 
Dental Council of  Nigeria, 
Professor Abba Wasiri Has-
san paid him a courtesy visit 
at the Government House, 
Port Harcourt on Monday.

The governor explained 
that the State government 
never requested to host the 
preliminary session of  Med-
ical and Dental Council of  
Nigeria in Port Harcourt 
and stressed that the Com-
missioner of  Health erred to 
have unilaterally scheduled 

to host the MDCN event 
at the same time when the 
State government is com-
missioning and flag off  of  
projects.

“Frankly speaking, I have 
never seen an embarrass-
ment like this in my life. 
Everybody knows that it is 
not my nature to bring peo-
ple and you cannot attend 
to them or host. So, whoev-
er has done this will suffer 
for it.”

Governor Wike said the 
request by the MDCN that 
State governors should es-
tablish one tertiary hospital 
in each of  their senatorial 
districts will not be realiza-
ble due to paucity of  funds

The governor explained 
that in a bid to improve 
citizens access to quality 
healthcare service deliv-
ery, his administration has 
embarked on construction 
of  some zonal hospitals 
in Bori, Degema, Etche, 
Ahoada and Omoku.

He further stated that his 
administration has also in-
vested huge amount of  re-
sources in promoting med-
ical education in the State, 
particularly, with the estab-
lishment of  the Rivers State 
University College of  Medi-
cal Sciences and the annual 

Wike sacks commissioner for 
health for embarrassing govt

award of  scholarship to 130 
indigenes of  the State study-
ing medicine at PAMO Uni-
versity of  Medical Sciences.

The governor said States 
should be allowed to fix the 
amount they can afford to 
pay their workers, including 
medical personnel. 

Earlier, Chairman, Med-
ical and Dental Council of  
Nigeria, Professor Abba 
Wasiri Hassan, commended 
Governor Wike for his posi-

Birthday: Uzodimma rededicates 
self to serve humanity

tive attitude towards health-
care and medical delivery 
services in Rivers state.

The MDCN chairman 
urged governors to consider 
investing in tertiary hospi-
tals in each of  the senatorial 
district in the country in or-
der to increase the number 
of  hospitals available for the 
training of  house officers 
and to check medical tour-
ism.

News Echo 
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From left - M. D National Light, Sir Chuka Nnabuife, the Deputy Chief Press Secretary, Emeka Ozumba, M. D Clear Drainage and 
Forest Preservation Agency, Sir Chido Obidiegwu, the Deputy Governor elect, Dr Onyekachi Ibezim, the Commissioner for Lands and 
Convener of Expression, Bonaventure Emenali, the Commissioner for Transport, Afam Mbanefor.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A
nambra Deputy 
Governor elect, Dr. 
Onyekachi Ibezim 

has said that the State will 
continue its partnership with 
the church to further promote 
morals in the society.

Dr. Ibezim said the success 
of  Anambra election was at-
tributed to the heavy prayers 
said by the people of  the state.

He urged the people of  the 
state to remain steadfast and 
commit the State in the hand 
of  God.  Ibezim stated this 
during a religious event or-
ganized by the Commissioner 

for Lands, Hon. Bonaventure 
Emenali. 

Ibezim in the event which 
took place in Awka, tagged 
Expression, called on the 
youths to take over politics 
as they are future leaders.  “I 
want to thank you for your 
prayers. Youths have decided, 
so we can strongly say Anam-
bra youths are the leaders of 
today and tomorrow.  

“We will do everything 
possible to sustain this kind 
of  fellowship.  We will keep 
worshipping God for we 
know with God all things are 
possible.  

“I want to thank the Com-
missioner for Lands for his in-
itiative in bringing Christians 
together. Indeed, your prayers 
contributed to the success of 
the election. 

On his part, the convener, 
Mr. Bonaventure Enema-
li said the event had been 
a significant contributor to 
the State’s economy through 
tourism and its associated 
businesses.

According to him, the event 
which is now celebrated an-
nually, would  always projects 
God through pure worship 
and tremendous experience 
of  the presence of  God for 
His manifold blessings.

Rivers State Assembly passes 
2022 appropriation bill
From Godson Nwosu, PH

T
he Rivers State House 
of  Assembly has 
passed the state’s 2022 

Appropriation Bill of  four 
hundred and fifty three billion 
naira.

Speaker of  the House, Ikuiyi 
Owaji-Ibani, said the recurrent 
expenditure for the fiscal year 
is one hundred and forty four 
point seven billion naira while 
capital expenditure Is three 
hundred and fourteen point 
nine billion naira.

Owaji-Ibani also 
appreciated the efforts of 

the house committee on 
appropriation for following 
budgetry processes while 
interfacing with MDA’s.

Earlier, the Chairman, 
House Committee on 
Appropriation, Enemi 
George, said the financial plan 
would further improve the 
wellbeing of  the Rivers people.

On his part, Majority 
Leader of  the House, Martins 
Amaewhule assured the 
people of  the state that 
political activities of  2022 
will not affect the oversight 
responsibilities of  the 
members the lawmakers.

Correction of Name

 I, Ahiwe Uchechi Maris

 opened a bank account with 
Ahiwe Uchechi Maris but 
in the bank details, my name 
was wrongly spelt as Ahiwe 
Uchechi Marita. I hereby 
state that my correct name 
is Ahiwe Uchechi Maris as 
reflected in my documents. 
The general public especially 
the banks should take note.

 
 

Signed:
Ahiwe Uchechi Maris
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he nation is currently Tr e c o r d i n g  a n  
unprecedented rise in 

morgue business as a result of  
the continued collapse of  the 
na t ion ' s  pub l i c  hea l th  
institutions 

Investigations by News 
Echo correspondents within 
the South East geopolitical 
region reveals that patients 
die in large number every day 
as a result poor medical 
attention occasioned by 
f a l l i n g  h e a l t h c a r e  
infrastructures, to business 
boom of  mortuaries in the 
region as their attendants 
confirmed the situation.

This pathetic condition of  
the public hospitals has made 
many who cannot afford the 
expensive cost of  medical 
treatment in the private 
hospitals or high cost of  
medical trips abroad, merely 
succumb to the cold hands of  
death and thereafter become 
good business for morgue 
operators.

One of  the attendants 
w h o  s p o k e  t o  o u r  
correspondent in Owerri, on 
the grounds of  anonymity 
said “Our businesses are 
moving well this time, dead 
bodies are deposited everyday 
to an extend that we don't 
have space to keep them, in 
fact, we now pack them like 
fish.” He further confirmed 
that his boss is building an 
e x t e n s i o n  t h a t  c a n  
accommodate well over 500 
corpses.

In Abia, Imo, Anambra, 
Enugu and Ebonyi, the 
situation of  the public 
healthcare facilities are 
horrible,  and with the 
governors refusing to pay 
salaries to healthcare workers 
w h o  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
investigations are owed huge 
arrears. This situation has 
caused heavy migration of  
many Nigerian doctors to 
other countries of  the world 
where they would be properly 
remunerated, and these same 
professionals are ironically 
e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibilities of  running 
the healthcare systems which 
Nigerian el i tes  r un to 
overseas for their health 
checks.

Worst still, is that the 
governors and their aides are 

well aware of  this painful 
development yet will refuse to 
remedy the deteriorating 
situation and rather choose to 
attend burial ceremonies 
instead of  survival parties

The situation was further 
exposed when COVID-19 
pandemic made an incursion 
into the country in 2019, 
which forced the   Secretary 
to the Government of  the 
Federation, Boss Mustapha, 
to decry the poor state of  
N i g e r i a ' s  h e a l t h c a r e  
infrastructure.

Mustapha, who doubles 
as the chairman of  the 
Presidential Taskforce (PTF) 
on COVID-19, during a 
meeting then, with the 
leadership of  the National 
Assembly, said he realized 

how bad it was, after he was 
appointed to head the team. 

“I can tell you for sure, I 
never knew that our entire 
healthcare infrastructure was 
in the state in which it is. 
Until I was appointed to do 
this work,” he said.

He further told NASS 
that the pandemic provided 
the opportunity to examine 
the state of  the national 
health care systems which is 
in dire need of  reforms and 
f u n d i n g ,  h e  s a i d  t h e  
weaknesses in Nigeria's 
health systems became more 
glaring given the way more 
established health systems in 
E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r i c a  
collapsed under pressure.

It could also be recalled 
that, the Speaker of  the 

House of  Representatives, Rt. 
Hon Femi Gbajabiamila, 
acknowledged during one of  
the plenary sessions of  Green 
House, before members voted 
to suspend proceedings 
following the outbreak of  
corona-v i r us,  tha t  the  
pandemic has exposed the 
poor state of  health care in 
the country.

But, beyond the Speaker's 
admission however, it is 
regrettable that it would take 
the coming of  a pandemic 
like corona-virus for our 
officials to realize how poor, 
the nation's healthcare 
delivery is.

Even as the Speaker 
observed, this is but the sad 
and unfortunate reality of  the 
state of  the health sector in 

the country. It is obvious that 
the years of  neglect through 
underfunding and lack of  
appropriate policies and 
procedures have resulted in a 
dysfunctional national health 
system. 

In 2016, the outcry by 
doctors under the aegis of  the 
N i g e r i a n  M e d i c a l  
Association (NMA) over the 
imminent death of  public 
hospitals underscores the 
desperate situation in those 
hospitals. Being critical 
s takeholders,  who are  
compelled to work in dire 
conditions, the doctors are 
just i f ied to  have been 
frustrated to cry out over the 
embarrassing situation.

…As healthcare institutions collapse in South East

Some of  the dilapidated health facilities in the South East



he Department of  TState Services (DSS) 
on Tuesday raised 

alarm that certain groups 
and individuals intend to 
cause a breakdown of  law 
and order in the country.

The Service said this is 
more so as it has observed 
that some persons who are 
desperately seeking power 
use wrong and skewed 
narratives to not only 
m i s l e a d  c i t i z e n s  b u t  
overheat the polity.

It said already, such 
persons are exploiting and 
politicising the issue of  
insecurity in parts of  the 
country for pecuniary and 
other selfish reasons.

Addressing reporters at 
the DSS headquarters, 
Public Relations Officer of  
the Service,  Dr Peter 
Afunanya, said many simply 
want to use the situation to 
cause divisions among 
c i t i z e n s ,  s e e k  c h e a p  
popularity and/or present 
t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  
ungovernable.

The Service also raised 
a l a r m  t h a t  r e c e s s i n g  
members  o f  Nat ional  
Assembly and State Houses 
of  Assembly and other 
public and private sector 
workers on vacation may be 
predisposed to threats of  
various degrees.

This, it said, also applies 
to Nigerians who may travel 
from within and outside the 
country to join their loved 
ones for the celebrations.

markets, parks, recreational 
and relaxation centres are to 
be at alert and watch strange 
movements and activities 
around their facilities.

“Such facilities include 
places of  worship, palaces, 
markets, schools and other 
public buildings.

“Owners and operators 
of  these public spaces and 
t h e i r  p a t r o n s  s h o u l d  
endeavour to isolate and 
report suspected rogues to 
security agencies for prompt 
response.

“Consequently, the 
Service's interactive website 
and complaint lines will 
remain active and available 
to the public.

 37-year-old man, 

AA z e e z  I l i a s , 
identified as the son 

of  the Baale of  Idoforo 
community, in Ipokia Local 
Government Area of  Ogun 
State has been found dead in 
his Toyota Camry car parked 
in front of  a building in Ago 
Egun, Idiroko.

The man was found 
naked with a woman, who 
was simply identified as 
Deborah.

While the two were 
found naked, it was learnt 
that their clothes were not in 
the vehicle, fuelling further 
suspicions about their death.

It was gathered that the 
deceased man's clothes were 
found inside a gutter in front 

of  a house suspected to be 
the residence of  the female 
corpse.

The Idiroko Divisional 
Headquarters of  the Ogun 
State Government-owned 
indigenous security outfit, 
t h e  S o - S a f e  C o r p s , 
confirmed to newsmen 
Tuesday that it discovered 
the bodies at about 2 am on 
Monday.

The  So -Sa fe  Cor ps 
spokesman, Moruf  Yusuf, 
disclosed that during the 
corps routine motorised 
patrol prior to the yuletide 
season, its men found the 
two bodies lifeless and naked 
in the ash-coloured car, 
marked LND 223 BV.

According to Yusuf, 

“the robust relationship 
between the So-Safe corps 
and the Ogun State Police 
C o m m a n d  y i e l d e d  a 
wonderful result as the So-
Safe Corps a State Agency 
a n d  I d i r o k o  P o l i c e 
Divisional Headquarters 
jointly smelt a car parked to 
b e  s u s p i c i o u s  a n d  a s 
approached, found two 
bodies lying lifeless in the 
car.

“The male, a 37-year-old 
has been identified as Azeez 
Ilias, a son of  one of  the 
Baales in Ipokia axis, while 
the female body is identified 
as Deborah as at the time of 
filing this report.”

He added that efforts are 
ongoing to unravel the 
mystery behind the deaths.

Also, the Ogun State 
Police Public Relations 

Officer, Abimbola Oyeyemi, 
confirmed the incident, 
saying the two could have 
been murdered by unknown 
persons.

A b i m b o l a  d e c l i n e d 
giving too many details, 
saying the outcome of  
investigations should be 
awaited.

“ Y e s ,  w e  a r e 
investigating. We want to 
know what led to their 
deaths. We are suspecting 
that they were murdered; we 
are highly suspecting that; so 
we want to investigate.

“ We  d o n ' t  wa n t  t o 
preempt what the outcome 
of  the investigation is going 
to be. Let's conclude our 
investigation for further 
details about the incident,” 
Oyeyemi said.

and wards and ensure that 
they do not engage in 
unlawful acts.

“A s i d e  s t u d e n t s ,  
recessing members  of  
National Assembly/State 
Houses of  Assembly and 
other public/private sector 
workers on vacation may be 
predisposed to threats of  
various degrees.

“This also applies to 
Nigerians who may travel 
from within and outside the 
country to join their loved 
ones for the celebrations.

“These individuals are 
susceptible to kidnapping, 
hi jack,  assassinat ions,  
armed robbery and political 
manipulations.

These individuals, the 
Service said, are susceptible 
to kidnapping, hijack, 
a s sass ina t ions,  a r med 
robber y  and pol i t i ca l  
manipulations

The DSS also accused 
the legal team of  leader of  
the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), Nnamdi 
Kanu, of  misleading the 
public with fake news about 
how their client is treated in 
custody.

It said contrary to what 
is being peddled, Kanu is not 
being starved or ill treated in 
any way.

Afunanya said: “The 
Service, therefore, warns 
that those who are involved 
in these should desist from 
such destabilising acts.

“ I t  a l s o  e n j o i n s  
politicians to play by the rule 
and avoid statements or 
a c t iv i t i e s  c a p a b l e  o f  
inf laming the fires of  
division and violence prior 
to 2023 elections.

“Opinion moulders like 
the clergy, religious and 
traditional rulers are also to 
guard their utterances and 
a v o i d  i n c i t i n g  
pronouncements.

“ I n  a  r e l a t e d  
development, it is common 
knowledge that criminal 
elements will heighten their 
inglorious activities before, 
during and after the festive 
periods.

“Therefore, religious 
and community leaders, 
hoteliers and operators of  

“Its formations at the 
State and local Government 
levels will be open 24 hours 
of  the day. This is in line with 
the Service's commitment 
and support to the populace.

“As schools vacate and 
students return home for 
holidays, there is likelihood 
that subversive gangs will 
target them for recruitment 
for undesirable intents.

“These may include but 
not limited to financial 
crimes, armed robbery, civil 
disobedience and violent 
protests, substance abuse, 
banditry and kidnapping.

“In this respect, parents 
and guardians are advised to 
be watchful of  their children 

“They are advised to be 
security conscious in order 
not to fall victims of  these 
attacks and destructive 
political maneuvers.

“Let me reiterate at this 
juncture that those who 
s p o n s o r  k i d n a p p i n g ,  
b a n d i t r y,  t e r r o r i s m ,  
insurgency and all kinds of  
attacks on security agents, 
civilians and vulnerable 
populations should have a 
rethink.

“ T h e s e  p e r s o n s ,  
whether in the North or 
South, know themselves. 
There is no doubt that they 
have crossed the lines and it 
is now time to crush them.”
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National Assembly members, others are targets of kidnapping,
assassination – DSS

National Assembly

Traditional ruler's son, woman found naked,
dead inside car



he Group Managing TDirec to r  o f  the  
Nigerian National 

P e t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  
Limited, Mele Kyari, has 

e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  

CN i g e r i a  ( C B N ) 
yesterday insisted 

that the era of  commercial 
banks folding up in the 
country is over.

This, the apex bank, 
added was due to the 
stability, strength and the 
resilience it had engendered 
in the country's financial 
system.

C B N ' s  D i r e c t o r , 
C o r p o r a t e 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
D e p a r t m e n t  O s i t a 
Nwansobi spoke in Ilorin, 
Kwara State capital at one 
d a y  i n t e r a c t i v e 
enlightenment session with 
organised labour and civil 
society organizations.

Mr. Nwansobi said the 
country's gross domestic 
product (GDP) leapt from 
minus 6.10 per cent by the 
third quarter (Q3) of  2020 
to 4.03 per cent in Q3 2021.

He attributed the feat to 
t h e  C B N ' s  m a s s i v e 
interventions on health 
s ec to r  and  N1t r i l l i on 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  t h e 
manufacturing sector.

Said Nwansobi: “In the 
aftermath of  the global 
health crisis (COVID-19), 
Nigeria just like all other 
e c o n o m i e s  we n t  i n t o 

r e c e s s i o n .  T h e  C B N 
mitigated the adverse effect 
o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c  b y 
intervening in household 
e c o n o m y,  s m a l l  a n d 
medium scale enterprises 
(SMEs) and businesses 
t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  o f  
interest rate from nine 
percent to five percent, 
extension of  moratarium by 
an initial period of  one year 
and later by another one 
year: giving of  forbearance 
to banks to restructure on 
the terms of  facilities that 
t h e y  h a d  g i v e n  t o 
companies and SMEs.

“ O t h e r s  a r e 
interventions on health, 
home financing and solar 
energy. Currently, the CBN 
is intervening in the tertiary 
i n s t i t u t i o n s 
entrepreneurship scheme 
(TIES). All of  these are 
geared toward mitigating 
the impact of  COVID-19 
and the slowdown in the 
global economy.

“As a result, we have 
r e c o r d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t 
recovery on the economy. 
By second quarter of  2020, 
as a result of  COVID-19, 
Nigeria's economy slipped 
into a negative territory. 
Our GDP growth was 
minus 6.10 per cent. By the 
third quarter of  the same 
year, the GDP was minus 
3.62 per cent, but by the 

fourth quarter the economy 
recorded a marginal growth 
of  0.10 per cent.

“In the Q1 of  2021, the 
GDP moved to 0.51 per 
cent, by Q2, it grew to 5.10 
per cent and by Q3 of  the 
same 2021, the GDP grew 
by 4.03 per cent.

“When we relate this to 
the five years policy thrust 
of  the CBN Governor 
Godwin Emefiele, we will 
gradually begin to see the 
growth trajectory of  the 
economy.

“ B e f o r e  t h e n ,  t h e 
inflation rate began to 
decline from 16.3 per cent to 
1 5 . 9 9  p e r  c e n t .  Fo o d 
inflation was also nine per 
cent trending downward. 
That is not where we want it 
to be, but that is also a 
progress considering what 
happened.”

Speaking on financial 
stability, he put “the capital 
adequacy ratio at 15.2 per 
cent and liquidity ratio at 41 
2  p e r  c e n t ;  b o t h  a t 
prudential limits.”

T h e  C B N ' s 
spokesperson said the 
country's non-performing 
loans moved from 5.7 per 
cent to 5.3 percent, adding 
that “I am giving you these 
numbers to show that the 
country's financial system is 
strong, stable.”

Limited in Abuja, however, 
explained that the hike in 
cooking gas price was an 
international issue. 

The cost of  LPG has 
been rising since this year, 
jumping by more than 240 
per cent between January and 
October 2021, a development 
that has forced many LPG 
users to shift to charcoal or 
firewood. 

Commenting on the hike 
in LPG price, while speaking 

he federal government Tsays there are ongoing 
talks with the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
resolve the fresh diplomatic 
row.

Hadi Sirika, Minister of  
A v i a t i o n  a n d  A c t i n g 
Chairman of  the Presidential 
Steering Committee (PSC) on 
COVID-19, said this at a 
briefing in Abuja.

On Monday, the UAE 
reportedly banned foreign 
a i r l ines  f rom a i r l i f t ing 
Nigerian passengers into the 
country.

To this effect, Ethiopian 
Airlines, Turkish Airlines, 
and other airlines connecting 
transit flights from their hubs 
into Dubai refused to board 
Nigerians.

The UAE claimed that 
the ban is due to the recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases.

It is understood that this 
development might not be 
unconnected with the recent 
diplomatic  r i f t  between 
Nigeria and UAE.

Air Peace had requested 
a slot of  three weekly flights 
from Nigeria to Shar jah 

Airport in UAE, but only one 
was granted.

T h e  UA E ' s  G C A A 
blamed the airline for pulling 
out of  Sharjah Airport and 
“so should not expect to 
retain its flight frequency 
there”, a claim Air Peace has 
denied.

In retaliation to the 
UAE's treatment of  Air 
P e a c e ,  t h e  f e d e r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t  d r o p p e d 
Emirate's slots from 21 to just 
one, causing Emirates to pull 
out of  the Nigerian route 
indefinitely.

Speaking at the briefing, 
Sirika said there are “huge 
signs” that the ongoing issues 
will be resolved soon.

“We have followed the 
normal diplomatic routes to 
continue to engage UAE. 
There are huge signs that we 
are getting to resolve this 
matter soon,” he said.

“ W e  h a v e  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  a 
government to take certain 
decisions on behalf  of  people 
that are in accordance with 
the law and that will ensure 
that our citizens are treated 

fairly and equally and also 
enjoy mutual relationships.”

He insisted that the 
dec i s ion  to  r educe  the 
number of  frequencies of  
Emirates Airlines to Lagos 
and Abuja was in line with 
established ICAO protocols 
and the spirit of  the BASA 
signed with the UAE.

“The PSC also evaluated 
the developments on the 
relationship between Nigeria 
and the UAE and we are 
pleased to inform you that the 
posit ion of  the Federal 
Government is in line with 
established International 
Civil Aviation Organization 
ICAO Protocols and the spirit 
of  the Bilateral Air Services 
Agreement, BASA, signed 
with the UAE,” he added.

' ' O u r  s o v e r e i g n t y 
remains paramount, and 
mutual respects shall be our 
guiding principle in as much 
as it should be in the best 
interest of  Nigeria.

“The PSC will at its next 
regular briefing on Monday, 
December 20, brief  you fully 
on developments.”

announced that NNPC was 
currently increasing the 
s u p p l y  o f  L i q u e f i e d  
Petroleum Gas, popularly 
called cooking gas, in a bid to 
force down its price. 

Kyari, who announced 
this at the inauguration of  a 
120-metric tonnes LPG 
storage and bottling plant by 
Emadeb Energy Services 

to journalists on the sidelines 
of  the event in Abuja, Kyari 
said, “Two things are in play.

“One is the supply in the 
international market of  gas. 
It moves with the price of  
every other petroleum 
product including crude oil 
and its derivatives.

“So definitely, it is a 
re f l ec t ion  o f  what  i s  
h a p p e n i n g  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t .  
However, what we are doing 

is to increase supply and 
once supply increases, price 
will come down.” 

T h e  M a n a g i n g  
Director/Chief  Executive 
Officer, Emadeb Energy 
Services, Mr. Adebowale 
O l u j i n i ,  u r g e d  t h e  
government to support LPG 
investors considering the cost 
required to invest in the 
sector. 
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– CBN

Travel ban: FG set to resolve
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Man in the News

C
hief, Dr. (Prof.) Chimezie 
Anosike Kingsley (KSC) 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru) hails 

from Umueziogwu Uzoagba, 
Ikeduru LGA of  Imo State. He 
is the second son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Felix Anwunachi Anosike 
of  Umuezieogwu, Uzoagba, 
in Ikeduru Local Government 
Area of  Imo State. He cannot 
be said to be born with a silver 
spoon.

He is based in Sydney, 
Australia, with his family 
and is a renowned Nigerian – 
Australian billionaire business 
mogul, politician, and Forensic 
Psychologist. Among his 
companies where he functions 
as the Chairman/CEO is the 
News Echo newspaper and 
News Insider – Magazine 
Nigeria.

Ebubemba Ikeduru is 
indeed a philanthropist. 
An entrepreneur, who has 
sponsored over 70 Igbo sons and 
daughters to Australia, provided 
empowerment to youths and 
churches in his community 
and other parts of  Nigeria. He 
has equally built parsonage for 
churches.

In this chat with our Editor, 
he reminisced on his childhood, 
giving the damning verdict 
that modern life has denied 
youths the opportunity which 
communal life can provide to 
shape life. Enjoy the read.

He has a lot of  academic 
laurels. Bachelors and Diploma 
in Theology, Bachelors and 
Masters in History and 
Political History, Bachelors of  
Community Services, Bachelors 
and Honours, Masters in 
Psychology and Forensic 
Psychology, Bachelors of  
Dementia Care, Bachelor of  
Disability and Developmental 
Education, Graduate Certificate 
in Disability Studies, Certificate 
IV and Diploma in Community 
services, Diploma in Disability 
work, Diploma of  Youth Work, 
Doctor of  Theology, Honorary 
Doctorate of  Philanthropic 
Management among others.

Today, Kingsley is one 
of  the major benefactors of  
Ikeduru Anglican Diocese. He 
donates generously whenever 
the diocese has any need to raise 
funds. In 2020, he functioned as 
Chief  Launcher for the synod 
of  the diocese. He equally made 
the highest financial donation to 
aid the bishop in his numerous 
works in the diocese. Down to 
his home parish St. Andrew’s 
Anglican Church, he is one of  
the pillars who God is using 
to lift and hold the church. He 
regularly donates foodstuffs 
to widows and less privileged 
women in the church.

Ebubemba Ikeduru has done 
a lot to uplift his community, 
Umueziogwu, his clan, 
Uzoagba and local government, 

Redefining culture, key to development  
 – Ebubemba Ikeduru 
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Ikeduru. He recently instituted 
an annual football tournament 
for Umueziogwu youths, which 
maiden edition was played in 
2020. The official prize money 
donated for the tournament was 
N4 million, while the Ebubemba 
spent over N7m in general 
expenses for the tournament. 
Ebubemba has made it a 
point of  duty to intermittently 
donate food items to families 

in Umueziogwu through the 
women of  the community. The 
food items usually include rice, 
noodles, vegetable oil, tomatoes, 
and salt, among others.

The youths of  the 
community are not left out. A 
revolving empowerment scheme 
by Clan Chief  Chimezie has 
given succour to many of  them. 
One of  the foundations financed 
by him, the King Charity 

surveyed, cleared and building 
commenced for the farm project 
which promises to be a model 
mega farm in Imo State.

Ebubemba’s generosity 
does not start and end with his 
community Umueziogwu, clan 
Uzoagba or LGA, Ikeduru. It 
follows him wherever he goes. 
In Australia where he is based 
with his beautiful wife, Maureen 
Kingsley and children, his house 
serves as a clearing house for, 
not only Nigerians who enter 
the country newly, but Africans 
in general. He has helped a 
whole lot of  them to settle 
down and find their footing in 
the European country, while he 
readily comes to the aid of  any 
of  them who encounters any 
challenge in the course of  living 
in the foreign land.

Residents of  Diamond Estate 
Umuguma have lots of  testimony 
about the Ebubemba Ikeduru. They 
count it a blessing for him having a 
building in the estate. Several years 
they stayed in darkness, not being 
able to connect to the national 
grid. It took the intervention of  
Chief  Chimezie to lift the burden 
off  their shoulders. He bought 
and installed a transformer for 
the estate.

He also regularly carries 
out maintenance work on the 

internal roads leading to the 
estate.

The consultant psychologist 
is one man who believes in 
making investment to employ 
people and help them eke out 
a living for themselves while 
contributing meaningfully to the 
economic growth of  the society.

His companies, under 
Deking Group are scattered in 
Nigeria, Ghana, China Australia 
and other parts of  the world.

In 2020, at the heat of  the 
Coronavirus pandemic, at a time 
when many businesses all over 
the world were shutting down 
and most employers sacking 
their employees because of  the 
excruciating negative economic 
effects of  the pandemic, the clan 
chief  ventured into newspaper 
publishing business, a business 
not known to generate instant 
revenue, and has a gestation 
period of  three to four years.

He has made it clear in 
several fora that he established 
the business, not for revenue 
generation, political interest 
or any other selfish purpose, 
but purely to give journalism 
professionals who wishes to 
practice in the most professional 
way, an opportunity to do so.

Kingsley berated a situation 
where journalists follow 
politicians around, sing their 
praises just for peanuts, a 
situation he said has further 
encouraged bad leaders to 
continue their selfish, corrupt 
and exploitative leadership. 
He sees it as a total calamity, a 
situation where some so called 
newspaper publishers go cap in 
hand, begging politicians money 
to enable them publish their 
paper.

Since the inception of  News 
Echo Newspaper and its sister, 
News Insider Magazine, the 
publisher has not looked back 
in funding the establishments 
making the Newspaper to 
consolidate its position as a 
regional tabloid and mouthpiece 
of  the Igbo. He went a step 
further to establish Deking 
Printing Hub, one of  the best 
printing presses currently in 
Imo State. Staff  welfare has 
remained a top priority for 
Ebubemba Ikeduru. Not only 
are salaries paid regularly and 
promptly (on or before end of  
every month), he goes out of  his 
ways to give out some unofficial 
incentives to motivate workers 
to put in their best.

Come 18th of  December, 
2021, he will be adopted as the 
bonafide indigene of  Umuguma 
in Owerri West in Imo state with 
a chieftaincy title. In the same 
vein, he will be celebrating his 
two years Ofala anniversary on 
the 30th December, 2021. These 
two events have come highly 
recommended and they are 
making waves across the nooks 
and crannies of  the state and 
beyond. Meet him!!

By Chigozie Uzosike

Kingsley berated a situation where 
journalists follow politicians around, 
sing their praises just for peanuts, a 

situation he said has further encouraged 
bad leaders to continue their selsh, 

corrupt and exploitative leadership. He 
sees it as a total calamity, a situation 

where some so called newspaper 
publishers go cap in hand, begging 
politicians money to enable them 

publish their paper.

F o u n d a t i o n 
recently bought new 
Kasea motorcycles 
and donated free 
of  charge to the 
youths.

However, to 
make the gesture 
get to other youths 
who may need 
the incentive, the 
foundation urged 
beneficiaries to pay 
half  of  the money 
used to purchase 
the motorcycles, 
to enable the 
managers buy 
the same type of  
motorcycles for 
others. This plan 
has already started 
yielding fruits as 
a second batch of  
the motorcycles 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
has also been 
delivered to new 
beneficiaries, with 
the money paid 
in by those who 
received the first 
batch.

Also in the 
making is a farm 
project being 
established by 
the foundation 
for youths of  the 
community who are 
willing to venture 
into commercial 
agriculture. A 
very large expanse 
of  land has 
been purchased, Ebubemba



FOREIGN

R
ussia has vetoed the pas-
sage of  a United Nations 
Security Council resolu-
tion that for the first time 

would have treated climate change 
as a threat to peace, even as many 
Western powers increasingly take 
climate risk into account as part of 
their security strategies.

The resolution, co-sponsored 
by Ireland and Niger, would have 
required the top U.N. body to con-
sider climate change as a possible 
cause of  conflicts, and to look for 
ways to address the risks and head 
off  potential clashes.

Twelve of  the Security Council’s 
15 members voted in favor of  the 
resolution Monday. India voted 

Russia blocks UN move to treat climate 
change as a global security threat

News Echo 
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against it, alongside Russia, while 
China abstained. Russia is one 
of  the council’s five veto-wield-
ing permanent members with the 
power to block resolutions.

Moscow generally opposes any 
expansion of  the Security Coun-
cil’s agenda, experts say, and has 
regularly used its veto to block 
Western powers from intervening 
in conflicts, including in Syria. 
It argued that the resolution, if 
adopted, would politicize a “scien-
tific and economic issue.”

“Positioning climate change as 
a threat to international security 
diverts the attention of  the council 
from genuine, deep-rooted reasons 
of  conflict in the countries on the 

Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia, upper left, raises his hand to veto a U.N. Security Council Resolution linking climate change to
international peace and security.

Bad leadership: Umudibia Nekede youths 
decry attitude of leader, monarch

T
he Umudibia Nekede 
Youth have decried the 
attitude of  their President, 

Chief  Chukwuma Ibekwe, 54, for 
allegedly embezzling youths funds 
with their traditional ruler, HRH, 
Eze Godwin Onyewuchi Merenini 
and others as hunger, anger and 
underdevelopment bedevil the 
community.

The youths have stated that 
the 54 years old youth leader has 
perpetuated himself  in office 
because he is backed up by the 
monarch and some undemocratic 
persons of  the community who 
they said do not want progress and 
success of  their people, accusing 
the President of  wasting and 
converting the association’s money 
to himself  and his cronies, decrying 
leadership failure, impasse and 
infrastructural mess.

The youth who passed the 
impeachment motion raised 

through Comr. Chukwudi 
Mgbeosuru and Comr. Ugochukwu 
Opara during a meeting held at 
Umudibia, Primary School last 
week, said passing vote of  no 
confidence on their President was 
deserving considering his long 
autocratic rule, regretting that 
despite elapsing of  his tenure he 
had allegedly drained the coffers of  
the association which had elicited 
crisis and backwardness at the area.

They noted that “after our 
deliberation at a meeting held 
at Umudibia Nekede Primary 
School last week through a motion 
unanimously passed a vote of  no 
confidence on Chief  Chukwuma 
Ibekwe who emerged President of  
Umudibia Nekede Youth in 2006 and 
2007 and has been in power till date. 
It is very unlawful and unacceptable 
for Chukwuma to remain on the 
position as youth President. He has 
spent fifteen years in office having 
lackadaisical and autocratic spirit 
and obsolete attitude”.

council’s agenda,” said Russia’s 
U.N. Ambassador Vassily Neben-
zia.

The latest proposal was a ver-
sion of  a similar resolution drafted 
in 2020 by Germany, and backers 
said it was “long overdue.” (Ger-
man media reported last year that 
the effort had been blocked by the 
United States, then under the Don-
ald Trump administration.) The 
Security Council already has sev-
eral informal groups where mem-
bers meet to discuss climate-relat-
ed security risks.

“We know very well that this 
resolution would have been a his-
toric and an important — not to 
mention necessary — move for the 

council at a critical point in time,” 
Ireland’s U.N. Ambassador Geral-
dine Byrne Nason told reporters 
after the vote.

Despite the setback, experts say 
the case for linking climate change 
to security issues is likely to grow 
stronger.

“The European Union, the Ger-
mans, the French, the U.K., the 
United States under Biden, many 
countries around the world, and 
many militaries have now em-
bedded climate and security as a 
core pillar of  their engagement 
and their planning and their force 

structure decisions,” said Robert 
Glasser, an expert in climate and 
security at the Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute (ASPI).

“The vote certainly underlined 
the fact that the holdouts are in the 
minority,” wrote Florian Krampe, 
a climate expert at the Stockholm 
International Peace Research In-
stitute, and Cedric de Coning, 
a professor with the Norwegian 
Institute of  International Affairs, 
Monday. “But one fear is that the 
experience will have hardened 
their position.”

The effects of  climate change 
are already thought to be leading 
to increased competition for scarce 
water resources in places such as 
Africa. And although world lead-
ers agreed to speed up action at a 
U.N. climate summit in Glasgow 
in November, the agreement fell 
short of  the transformative break-
throughs scientists say need to hap-
pen to avoid the most dire effects 
of  global warming.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin did not attend the Scotland cli-
mate summit in person. Moscow, 
one of  the world’s biggest produc-
ers of  oil and gas, has long faced 
criticism for setting weak climate 
targets and not doing more to curb 
the carbon footprint of  Russia’s 
massive fossil fuel industry.

“There are a lot of  historical ex-
amples, including the Arab Spring 
and the Syrian civil war, where cli-
mate is a contributing factor,” said 
ASPI’s Glasser, who was previ-
ously the U.N. Secretary General’s 
special representative for disaster 
risk reduction. “It’s a bit like cli-
mate action. The more disasters, 
large-scale, unprecedented events 
we start seeing, the more the de-
mand for political changes.” 

The aggressive youths have 
reiterated that “the President 
massively misused public funds 
officially and specifically mapped 
out for community infrastructure 
development. His continued abuse 
of  the office of  the youth President 
has been put to a halt following the 
vote of  no confidence on him. The 
Federation of  Umudibia Nekede 
Youths is peaceful, accommodating 
and hardworking who believe in 
positive ideologies, policies and 
leadership of  the government of  
Imo State”.

“We call on the shared prosperity 
government led by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma to quickly intervene 
by compelling the traditional ruler 
and his cohorts to relinquish power 
and hold free and fair election for 
the youth to save our community 
from leadership impasse, 
highhandedness and extinction”.

However, efforts made to reach 
the President of  Umudibia Nekede 
Youths and the traditional ruler of  
the community were unsuccessful.

Czech president to swear in
new government on Friday

T
he president of  the Czech 
Republic is set to swear in 
the country’s new govern-

ment on Friday.
The prime minister-designate 

Petr Fiala announced President 
Milos Zeman’s decision to appoint 
his 18-member Cabinet after visit-
ing the head of  state at the presi-
dential chateaux in Lany, west of 
Prague on Monday.

Two coalitions that collected a 
majority of  support in the Oct 8-9 
vote have signed a power-sharing 
deal to rule together led by Fiala 
as the premier, and he was sworn 
in on Nov 28.

A three-party, liberal-conserva-
tive coalition known as Together, 
composed of  the Civic Democrat-
ic Party, the Christian Democrats 
and the TOP 09 party, led the 
election with a 27.8% share of 
the vote. Together teamed up 
with a center-left liberal coalition 
made up of  the Pirate Party and 

STAN — a group of  mayors and 
independent candidates — which 
came in third place with 15.6% of 
votes.

The new partnership holds 108 
seats in the 200-seat lower house 
of  Parliament, relegating populist 
Prime Minister Andrej Babis and 
his centrist ANO (YES) move-
ment to the opposition. Babis nar-
rowly lost the election with 27.1%.

The five parties in the future 
governing coalition are closer to 
the European Union than the eu-
roskeptic Babis.

Australian PM, Scott Morrison

By Ikenna Orioha
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ormer Super Eagles Fcaptain, Augustine 
E g u a v o e n ,  h a s 

expressed his delight at 
b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d  a s 
Nigeria's interim head 
c o a c h  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
dismissal of  Gernot Rohr 

i e r r e - E m e r i c k PAubameyang has 
been stripped of  the 

A r s e n a l  c a p t a i n c y 
following a breach of  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e  c l u b 
confirmed on Tuesday.
The 32-year-old forward 
was left out for Saturday's 
3-0 win over Southampton 
and will also not feature for 
West Ham's visit to the 
Emirates on Wednesday.
“Fol lowing  h i s  la tes t 
disciplinary breach last 
week,  Pier re -Emerick 
Au b a m e ya n g  w i l l  n o 
longer be our club captain, 
and will not be considered 
f o r  s e l e c t i o n  f o r 
We d n e s d a y ' s  m a t c h 
a g a i n s t  W e s t  H a m 
United,” Arsenal said in a 
s t a t e m e n t .
“We expect all our players, 
particularly our captain, to 
work to the rules and 
standards we have all set 
a n d  a g r e e d .
According to The Athletic, 
Aubameyang returned 

later than agreed from a 
personal trip to France last 
week, which subsequently 
forced him to miss training 
due to the need to pass 
coronavirus protocols.
Aubameyang was also left 
out by manager Mikel 
Arteta for a victory over 
n o r t h  L o n d o n  r i va l s 
Tottenham in March over a 
disciplinary issue when he 
arrived late for a pre-match 
m e e t i n g .
“It's not an easy situation 
or a situation we want, to 
have our club captain in 
that situation,” Arteta said 
o n  S a t u r d a y .
Aubemayang was named 
Arsenal captain in 2019 
after Granit Xhaka was 
also stripped of  the role for 
h i s  t i r a d e  t o w a r d s 
supporters after being 
substituted in a Premier 
League match against 
C r y s t a l  P a l a c e .
The Gabon international 
led Arsenal to their only 
t rophy  under  Ar te ta , 

scoring twice in the semi-
final and final of  the FA 
Cup in 2020

H o w e v e r , 
Aubameyang's form has 
dipped since signing a 
three-year deal that made 
him one of  the highest 
earners in the Premier 
League worth a reported 
£18 million ($24 million) a 
y e a r .
He scored just 10 Premier 
League goals as Arsenal 
finished eighth last season 
and has four in 14 league 
a p p e a r a n c e s  t h i s 
campaign.

helsea ace, Mason 

CM o u n t  a d m i t s 
manager Thomas 

Tuchel has taken his game 
to a new level.

M o u n t  a d m i t t e d 
Tuchel has already had a 
big influence on his own 
playing style – both with 
and without the ball.

“He's been massive 
for me, to come in halfway 
through a season and do 
what he did last year, to 
w i n  t h e  C h a m p i o n s 
League and develop us all 
as players and as a group, 
he's been brilliant since 
the first day he's come in,” 
said Mount.

“For me personally 
he's helped me on and off  

the ball, he's helped me 
with confidence.

“And the way I like to 
play is very similar to his 
way he sets up and how he 

wants us to play.
“So I'm loving it, I'm 

loving every moment and 
hopefully we can keep 
winning things.”

by the Nigeria Football 
Federation.

Until his promotion 
on Sunday evening, the 
former Gent defender was 
the Technical Director of  
the Nigerian Football 
Federation.

I t  i s  n o t  a  n e w 
challenge for Eguavoen, 
who coached the Super 
Eagles in the past, from 
2005  to  2007,  be fore 
returning for a second spell 
as caretaker coach in 2010.

T h e  e x - E n y i m b a 
coach led the national team 
to win bronze at the 2006 
AFCON to add to the 1994 
AFCON gold he won in his 
playing days.

Presently tasked with 
preparing the Super Eagles 
for the 2021 Africa Cup of  
Nations, which begins on 
January 9, Eguavoen will 
work with Salisu Yusuf, 
Paul Aigbogun, Joseph 
Yobo, and Alloy Agu.

That  home-g rown 
coaching crew inherits the 
most talented Super Eagles 
team in recent memory, 
and it will be responsible 
f o r  f o r g i n g  a  s i d e 

ormer Super Eagles Fcoach Gernot Rohr is 
singing lamentations 

songs over his sacking just a 
couple of  weeks to the 33rd 
edition of  the Nations Cup 
in Cameroon.

Rohr said on Monday 
he felt “huge frustration” 
following his sacking as 
Nigeria coach weeks ahead 
of  the delayed 2021 Africa 
Cup of  Nations.

Rohr was dismissed on 
Sunday due to what was 
dubbed poor performances 
with the biennial African 
tournament in Cameroon 
between January 9 and 
February 6.

“It's a huge frustration, 
but I don't want to argue, it's 
not my style,” Rohr said.

“(I'm) convinced that 
they will have a very good 
CAN because the team is in 
place and this very united 
group is  ready for  the 
challenges that await it.”

The German tactician, 
who has been Super Eagles 
coach since August 2016, 
interestingly has a contract 

with Nigeria until December 
2022.

“I'm going to have a 
hard time doing without 
these great players and this 
very united staff, but the 
environment is not always 
favourable,  we  cannot 
control everything,” Rohr 
said.

The 68-year-old led 
Nigeria to the 2018 World 
Cup and guided the team to 
third at the 2019 Africa Cup 

of  Nations in Egypt.
Rohr has been replaced 

by former Super Eagles 
coach Augustine Eguavoen, 
who coached the team from 
2005 to 2007 and on an 
interim basis in 2010.

The change of  baton 
has  however  not  been 
without controversies as 
some have queried the 
timing while noting that the 
country will have to pay the 
German every dime owed 
him including penalty for 
terminating a contract mid-
way.

O t h e r s  h a v e  a l s o 
q u e r i e d  t h e  u s e  o f  
consor tium of  coaches 
noting that only divine 
intervention will ensure they 
work in harmony while yet 
others have made a case for 
former U-17 and Tanzania 
coach Emmanuel Amuneke 
who they say has ability to 
look into any players eye and 
tell him the naked truth as 
his selling point.

Those fronting for the 
for mer  Barce lona  s ta r 
equally noted that he has 
worked with the likes of  
Victor Osimhen, Kelechi 
Iheanacho and others who 
form the nucleus of  the 
current national team and 
would have been in a better 
position to push them to 
achieve result.

formidable enough to 
challenge for the AFCON 
title.

Eguavoen admits it is a 
challenging assignment, 
but he is convinced it is not 
a mission impossible.

“I am delighted to take 
charge of  the Super Eagles 
a s  i n t e r i m  c o a c h , ” 
Eguavoen told newsmen.

“I am on a rescue 
mission, which is a big 
challenge and a tough job 
for me. But I am happy 
because the assistants 
appointed to work with me 
a r e  e x p o s e d  a n d 
experienced coaches.

“Right now, I am in 

Uyo to watch a U-17 youth 
football tournament, but I 
will meet with the NFF in 
A b u j a  t o  d i s c u s s 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
AFCON.”

A  N i g e r i a n 
international for more than 
a decade, Eguavoen earned 
49 caps before he retired in 
2001.

T h e  f o r m e r  A C B 
Lagos defender took to 
coaching immediately after 
and listed Malta's Sliema 
Wanderers, South Africa's 
B l a c k  L e o p a r d s,  a n d 
Nigeria's Gombe United 
among the clubs he has 
managed.

However, the 56-year-
old has never stayed at a job 
for more than two years.
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The fresh news people

n the yore days, Igbo 

Iman is  known for 
cultural celebration that 

especially adorns the nooks 
and crannies of  festive 
landscape.
 People from far and 
near came back home just to 
witness one cultural event or 
another. I remember those 
days when I was a young 
boy, I used to perform one 
traditional roles that made 
people, big and small to 
travel all the way from 
Lagos, Abuja, Kaduna, 
Rivers among other places 
to witness and relish the 
cultural display.
 That's the spirit of  the 
Igbo man. He does not play 
with his culture because the 
culture is the man. A man 
who doesn't have culture is 
akin to throwing a paper on 
the water, it neither floats 
nor sinks, it rather dissolves.
 Very recently, those 
cultural values that keep the 
Igbo man knitted have been 
e r o d e d ,  v i t i a t e d  a n d 
forgotten,  often times 
replaced with trivialities that 
do not reminisce the things 
that we stand for. 
 More often than not, the 
yuletide season is celebrated 
in emptiness with nothing to 
remember it for, except for 
the birth of  Jesus Christ. If  
the birth of  mere man is 

replete with celebrations, 
how much more the birth of  
the Saviour of  the world 
whose reason, the season is 
meaningful. Those cultural 
values and events form part 
of  the celebration of  the 
birth of  Jesus Christ, we 

can't let go.
 Having realized all 
these, Clan Chief  (Prof.) 
K i n g s l e y  C h i m e z i e , 
Ebubemba Ikeduru in a bid 
to rejuvenate those cultural 
values upon which the unity 
of  Igbo man is anchored, 
decided to reawaken the 

consc iousness  of  our 
cultural celebration. 
 Ebubemba Ikeduru 
comes  to  enliven and 
culturize the entirety of  Imo 
S t a t e ,  f l o w i n g  f r o m 
Uzoagba  Ikedur u  h is 
country home.
 On the 30th December 
2 0 2 1 ,  t h o s e  c u l t u r a l 
consciousness that have 
been in low ebbs, deviating 
from what the Igbo man is 
known for, those yuletide 
seasons where the dryness is 
ocassioned by the standing 
of  akimbo of  those who 
manage to come back for 
t h e  s e a s o n ,  i n 
disappointment of  the 
emptiness of  events. Those 
days are gone as Ebubemba 
Ikeduru celebrates his two 
years' Ofala anniversary.
 This Ofala anniversary 
has  got  the  capaci ty, 
p o t e n t i a l i t y  a n d 
i m p e c c a b i l i t y  o f  
reawakening the cultural 
consc iousness  o f  the 
canvass of  the Igbo man. 
T h e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d 
m i n d s c a p e  o f  t h e 
celebration would indeed 
keep a tap on the bowels of  
rememberance of  how we 
have reversed from the 
boring yuletide season to a 
more celebrative moments 
driven on that vehicle of  

Ofa la  ann iver sa r y  as 
packaged by Ebubemba 
Ikeduru, the man who has 
the charismatic character, 
contents and spirit  of  
celebration imbedded in 
him.
 In 15 days from today, 
15th of  December, we shall 
converge and empty into the 
celebration. Wait a minute!, 
Did I say, 15 days from 
today...whaooo, can you 
count the letters in the 
'Ebubemba Ikeduru', it will 
give you 15 letters. It means 
that, of  a truth, Ebubemba 
I k e d u r u  s u r e l y  h a s 
reawaken our cultural 
consc iousness.  Think 
Ebubemba Ikeduru, think 
consciousness of  Ofala 
anniversary.
 The  Ebubembaism 
flowing from the Ofala 
anniversary will make the 
appreciation of  the day 
memorable  given that 
personalities from all walks 
of  life have already booked 
to be in that Ofala to see 
how not to celebrate Ofala.
 If  I have not in this write 
u p  r e a w a k e n  y o u r 
consciousness of  cultural 
attraction, complete the 
process by attending the 
Ofala anniversary, therein 
l i e s  t h e  f u l l  d o s e  o f  
consciousness

Ofala Festival: 
As Ebubemba Ikeduru reawakens 

our cultural consciousness

Ebubemba Ikeduru

NASS members, others
targets of kidnapping,
assassination – DSS
NNPC to halt rising cooking
gas price, increases supply


