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Uzodimma commends Nigerian security
forces for 'Operation Golden Dawn' 

mo State Governor, IS e n a t o r  H o p e 
U z o d i m m a  h a s 

lauded the leadership of  
Nigerian security forces 
for  their  foresight  in 
instituting the Operation 
I r o n  G a t e  s e c u r i t y 
initiative in the South East 
zone ahead of  the Yuletide 
celebrations.

The governor made this 
commendation in his 
address during the flag off  
of  the Armed Forces 
exercise to help restore 
sanity in the state, with a 
promise to support the 
leadership of  the security 
agencies to succeed in the 
three months assignment 

F l a g g i n g  o f f  t h e 
operation on Wednesday, 
at its headquarters located 
at Super Camp Orlu, 
Uzodimma commended 
the security agencies for 
their vision in creating the 
centre to address the 
peculiar nature of  the 

security situation in the 
South East zone and Imo 
State in particular.

Governor Uzodimma 
said: "This is a special 
period and season in the 
lives of  not only Christians 
all over the world but  the 
people of  South East who 
a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
Christians coming back 
for the celebration of  
Christmas which usually 
starts from October to 
December."

He reasoned that "the 
exercise would go a long 
way in improving on the 
security situation in the 
South East region and also 
give our people sense of  
s e c u r i t y  a n d  f u r t h e r 
encourage our brothers 
a n d  s i s t e r s  w h o  a r e 
resident abroad to come 
home because the area is 
safe and secure." 

He acknowledged the 
sacrifices the agencies of  
the Armed Forces have 

made and are still making 
to secure Imo State and 
a s s u r e d  t h e m  t h a t 
"government will show 
sufficient appreciation at 
the appropriate time."

In his brief  welcome 
address, the Commander 
34  Ar t i l l e r y  Br igade 
Obinze, Brigadier General 
R.T. Utsaha explained 
that “Exercise Golden 
Dawn” is meant to "build 
o n  t h e  g a i n s  s o  f a r 
recorded over the menace 
of  IPOB and ESN by the 
security agencies so far" 
and that all "security 
agencies are involved in 
the exercise."

He informed that troops 
of  the Operation Golden 
Dawn will be quartered at 
Orlu for the rest of  the year 
to ensure that  socio- 
economic activities in the 
region and Imo State in 
particular will continue to 
take place unhindered.
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 couple of days ago, the 

ANigerian authorit ies  
celebrated what was 

supposed to be 61 years of  
nationhood. In the days past, 
October 1 used to be a moment of 
joy to all Nigerians irrespective of 
tribe, faith or language. Gradually 
and steadily the spirit was waned 
and both the date and event 
became ordinary. The reason for 
t h i s  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  p o o r  
performance. In about four 
d e c a d e s ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
governments – both at the centre 
and regional levels – have all 
performed below par. 
As every Nigerian now easily 

c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e  
maladministration in the country, 
it is high time we called on our 
leaders at all levels to wake up and 
champion the cause of growth and 
development. It is absolutely 
unacceptable that a Nigerian 
president will toe the path of 
infamy rather than racing in the 
glorious lane of constitutionalism 
and const i tut ional i ty.  For  
instance, why should the president 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
have all security chiefs drawn from 
one section of the country even as 
they are also drawn from one 
particular religion? Why must a 
president who should act and 
comport himself accordingly as 
the father of the country turn out 
to be a man of nepotism in an 
imaginable proportion? When 
such issues and tendencies 
overtake our leaders at any level, 
taking the country her feet 
becomes an uphill task. 
At 61, Nigeria ought to be 

competing favourably with some 
of the advanced countries in the 
world. But bad leadership, policy 
summersaults, lethargic national 
a s s e m b l y  l a w m a k e r s ,  
compromised judiciary as well as 
corrupt security agencies have 
combined pitiably to make a 
pariah state where justice is for 
sale. For Nigeria to move forward 
and catch up with the trend in 
modern technology, the entire 
system and process must be 

reworked and overhauled. The 
beauty and engine room of any 
government is the legislature. This 
is because in all other forms of 
governments, the executive and 
the judiciary arms are always 
represented.  It  is  only in 
democracy that the legislature 
plays an oversight function and 
therefore it is the pride of  
democracy. 
The point here is that the 

Nigerian legislature has not been 
up and doing. The national 
a s s e m b l y :  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives and the Senate 
have, in the estimation of most 
Nigerians, are just being the 
rubber stamp of the executives. 
The lawmakers are accused of 
going for their respective private 
pockets rather than representing 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e  v a r i o u s  
constituencies and zones that 
elected them to Abuja. A typical 
example here is how the national 
assembly usually grants the 
president his request of obtaining 
billions of dollar loans from China 
without playing the role of 'red 
tapism' where necessary. Again, 
questions are asked about why the 
national assembly does not call the 
president to order on his avowed 
resolve to impose RUGA or open 
grazing on Nigerians. 
Perhaps, the inability of the 

Federal Government to stem the 
growing insecurity in the country 
is another clog in the wheel of 
progress of Nigeria. Everywhere 
you go, be it north or south, east or 
west, there is high level of  
banditry, kidnapping, armed 
robbery and other forms of  
criminality. This, of course, drives 
away any sincere foreign investor 
as he cannot guarantee the security 
of his investments. 
More than anything else, the 

failure of the Federal Government 
to fix the central and zonal sources 
of power supply in 61 years is at the 
root of Nigeria's incapacitation. 
For Nigeria to work, darkness in 
low and high places must be 
solved.       
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Government is adopting its 
default  s trategy of  troop 
deployment, it should get a bit 
more creative and consider the 
f u n d a m e n t a l  d e m o c r a t i c  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  c i v i l  
engagement. Given the meagre 
and unsustainable successes that 
the military has made over the 
years,  i t  is  t ime to seek 
meaningful consultations with 
interest groups in the South-East 
and every other part of  Nigeria 
w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  s i m i l a r  
skirmishes.

The silence and lack of  
engagement by all layers of  
powers to the bourgeoning 
national tensions betray the 
democratic culture. Then, in the 
long run, the government must be 
intentional about improving 
Nigerians' living conditions. 

As I have said repeatedly, 
insecurity would remain a factor 
until Nigerians' education, 
employment,  and general  
welfare, especially the teeming 
youth population, are given 
priority attention. One of  the 
most dangerous dimensions to 
our  nat ional  response to  
emerging violence driven by 
sectional groups is the non-
realization that we are building 
an army of  frustrated young 
people who have and see no stake 
in the destiny of  the country by 
virtue of  their abandonment, 
oppression and the political 
elites' seeming lack of  interest in 
and concerns for their future.

In the same breath, Nigerians 
must have a sense of  justice 
regardless of  who they are or 
their origin. The country's porous 
borders and the attendant evil of  
small weapons and light arms; 
unrestricted access to and use of  
psychotropic drugs are some of  
the many other problems to deal 
with for Nigeria to become a 
c o h e s i ve,  p e a c e f u l ,  a n d  
progressive country capable of  
competing. Nigeria does not 
seem to be ready to move with the 
world. 

Yet, government people carry 
on like they know it all. They give 
the impression that leadership is 
nothing but a show of  force, but 
authentic leadership gains the 
love and support of  the people 
without coercion. Like the 
famous John Maxwell said: “He 
who thinks he leads but has no 
followers, is only taking a walk,” 
Buhari is fast losing grip of  
Nigeria and the understanding of  
her people. He needs more than 
the show of  might as the 
Commander-in-Chief  to win the 
people's confidence and hand 
over a Nigeria that we can all be 
proud of  in 2023.

There is also the part of  
traditional and religious leaders 
and the moral authority they 
wield. So, why have these leaders 
looked away for this mindless 
level of  violence to take over 
south-eastern Nigeria? Is this a 
loss of  control resulting from an 
unholy romance with political 
actors, an assumption that this 
violence would ultimately 
emancipate the zone or a 
paralysis stemming from fears of  
being targeted? 

Whatever it is, leaders of  the 
South-East must now begin to 
see that the current situation puts 
everyone in jeopardy. The 
inimitable Wole Soyinka wrote 
that “the man dies in him who 
keeps quiet in the face of  
tyranny.” There could be nothing 
more emblematic of  this  
situation than the double tyranny 
imposed by state actors in the 
first instance, and then now, non-
state actors commonly addressed 
as unknown gunmen. And in 
case anyone is led to imagine that 
they are safe, such presumptions 
would be ill-advised.  

Like rainfall that does not 
distinguish between good and 
evil, no one knows who may be 
visited with this evil next. 
Therefore, it is in the interest of  
everyone, the zone and Nigeria 
to find all ways to stop this 
consuming menace. As it is, these 
men and women have their roof  
on fire; they cannot go to sleep 
just yet. It is time for leaders to 
come together,  draw one 
another's ears, speak truth to one 
another and find lasting solutions 
to the trouble that threatens to eat 
up the South-East. 

And whi le  the  Federa l  

but wonder how a country does 
something repeatedly and 
expects a different result.  Does 
the Federal Government expect 
that this deployment will 
permanently bring the crisis to an 
end when more than 40 in the 
past have not? 

Yet, only a portion of  the 
blame can go to the Federal 
Government. The Igbo in 
Niger ia  have not  hidden 
displeasure with the regime of  
the President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), for 
what they perceive to be a deep-
seated commitment to maligning 
them. However, there can be no 
doubt that political, traditional, 
and religious leaders in the zone 
have also failed to live up to 
expectations. 

The first point to note here is 
political leadership. Those 
elected to offices point to flyovers 
and such capital projects as 
prime achievements when 
millions of  their enterprising and 
able-bodied youths are walking 
the streets unemployed. 

As it is everywhere in the 
country, many youths in the 
South-East are hungry, angry, 
and frustrated. Amid these 
deprivations, political leaders not 
only display ostentation (to the 
chagrin of  the people), but they 
are also currently too possessed 
by the pursuit of  their political 
ambitions for 2023 to pay 
attention to the people and 
assuage their anger! They have 
not made any success of  their 
current tenure but are fighting 
tooth and nail for one of  them to 
be the president in two years, and 
in achieving that, they do not 
mind mortgaging the rights of  
the people! 

into a series and went on until 
2019, when it became Operation 
Peace Dance. According to the 
army, those operations were to 
combat spates of  kidnappings, 
armed robber y,  cu l t  and 
communal clashes, among other 
sundry crimes in the region.

Five years later, the situation is 
worse than ever, although the 
army has continued rolling out 
its men and machinery to 
confront  the increasingly 
confounding challenge. 

The South-East is not alone in 
the flurry of  military operations 
that have hit the country in the 
past six years. In June 2020, the 
Daily Trust newspaper published 
a report indicating that the 
Nigerian Armed Forces had 
launched 40 different operations 
and exercises to contain various 
security challenges since 2015. 
That the army has embarked on 
these operations every year 
a m p l y  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  
ineffectiveness of  this style and a 
reason to reconsider the strategy. 

 Earlier this year, a series of  
events resulting in deaths, arson 
and even a prison break led to the 
deployment of  soldiers out of  the 
annual “dances”. Of  course, the 
military intervened, and there 
was the momentary restoration 
of  order and the extermination 
of  perceived troublemakers. 
However, here we are again, just 
months later, with the same wave 
o f  v io l ence,  gover nment  
property targeted for destruction 
and lives, including that of  the 
esteemed Dr Chike Akunyili, 
terminated in the most callous of  
way s .  I n  l i n e  w i t h  o u r  
automated, knee-jerk mindset, 
we have sent soldiers onto the 
streets again. You then cannot 

he wanton bloodletting Tand growing descent into 
anarchy in the South-

East indicate nothing but failure 
of  leadership, plain and simple. 
When I say the failure of  
leadership, though, I mean it on 
multifaceted levels. However, all 
said and done, those who claim 
to  be  l eader s,  po l i t i ca l ,  
traditional, and otherwise have 
failed Nigeria and failing in 
Igboland. 

Being the chief  of  them all, 
Nigeria's federal government 
took another  miss tep  to  
accentuate the strategic errors of  
poor governance and disconnect 
between government and the 
governed earlier this week.  That 
reaction is unfortunate, and I will 
explain. 

On Monday, the military 
announced the commencement 
of  three special operations aimed 
at curbing the wave of  insecurity 
in the three zones of  southern 
Nigeria and the North-Central 
and  the  Federa l  Capi ta l  
Territory. Laudable as it may 
seem, the initiative does not 
show a government that learns 
from the past, which is a tragedy. 
For a country Nigeria's size, 
population and stature, the lack 
of  ability for institutional recall, 
and the failure or refusal to take 
lessons from past misadventures 
is the greatest foolishness of  all. 
Why do I say so? 

Since 2015 or so, Nigeria has 
had several military operations. 
Readers would recall that the 
flexing of  military might in the 
S o u t h - E a s t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  
Operat ion Python Dance 
around 2016. The initiative grew 
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society".
It said the theme of  the 

competition will center 
around the "Sustainable 
D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  
(SDGs)" and that the 
PillArt will make use of  the 
roadside pillars on Mbari 
Street to create awareness 

of  the 17 global goals to 
make the world a more 
better place. "Imo State will 
play host to art lovers and 
e n t h u s i a s t s  w h o  a r e  
expected to vis i t  the 
exhibition from diaspora to 
domestic tourists", the 
group added.

by the community on 
command by its presiding 
deity, usually the earth 
g o d d e s s ,  A l a ,  w h o  
combined two formidable 
roles in the Igbo pantheon 
as fountain of  creativity in 
the world and custodian of 
the moral order in human 

Mbari Art Heritage of  
which late Chinua Achebe, 
a renowned novelist and 
literary giant, revered. 
Thus, in his essay on Mbari, 
Achebe posited that "Mbari 
was a celebration through 
art of  the world and of  life 
lived in it. It was performed 

Ikebudu, affirming that the 
event will be a welcome 
development and timely 
too, saying their group is 
made up of  young talented 
Imo artist who have zeal to 
show their talents to please 
souls, edify society, as well 
as boost revenue of  the state 
for even development.

In a related development, 
one of  the budding talents, 
M a s t e r  A n t h o n y  
Okechukwu, a JSS 1 
student and a member of  
Omenka Ndi Imo Art 
Group, in his speech, 
expressed joy over the 
competition, saying he has 
passion for art which he 
started developing at six 
years. Okechukwu also 
maintained that the event 
was an opportunity for him 
to exhibit his talent to the 
w o r l d  a s  h e  u r g e d  
cooperate bodies, NGOs 
and well meaning persons 
to show support and 
encouragement to the 
programme.

T h e  g r o u p  w a s  
enthusiastic that PillArt 
2022 will bring colorful 
frenzy to the Mbari Street, a 
place renowned for the 

h e  m a i d e n  Tcompetition of  Imo 
Pil lArt Creative 

Arts and Graphics expected 
t o  h o l d  f r o m  1 7 t h  
December 2021 to 3rd 
January 2022 at Imo Arts 
and Crafts Village, Mbari, 
Owerri, is ready to be 
unveiled, having gained 
attention from people, 
stakeholders particularly 
art lovers and enthusiasts.

Speaking in Owerri on 
Wednesday, the vision 
bearer of  Smate and Smate 
International Limited, Mr. 
Esona Onuoha, noted that 
they teamed together with 
dedicated art lovers in Imo 
S t a t e  w i t h  t h e  
nomenclature "The Friends 
of  Imo Arts" (FIA), Imo 
State Council For Arts and 
Culture, Omenka Ndi Imo 
Art Group, Imo State 
Signage and Advertising 
A g e n c y  ( I M S A A )  
including Office of  the 
Governor on SDG with the 
vision to creating exciting, 
effective and economic 
opportunity for partners of  
creative arts development 
of  the enclave.

According to Onuoha, 
"the diverse skills of  artists 
drawn from the various 
local government areas of  
Imo State will be brought 
together and the best works  
presented at locations 
across selected pillars at 
Mbari Street Owerri and 
culminate in a Gala Night 
of  entertainment with 
poetry, music and other 
performances by artists 
from different parts of  the 
country in the form of  a 
public art fete, as the event 
will be a forum for selection 
of  the Imo Pillar Art-Piece 
of  the Year. We want to 
contribute as professionals 
and citizens, to promote 
culture, learning in order to 
embrace the change we face 
now".

Onuoha stated that the 
event will offer a platform 
where young artists can 
exhibit their works while 
giving them opportunity to 
win cash prizes, as well as 
gain recognition for their 
ar tistic ingenuity and 
creativity.

With the founder of  
Omenka Ndi Imo Art 
Group,  Mr.  Cyriacus 
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Group to organize Imo PillArt creative 
arts, graphics competition
By Ikenna Orioha

is also trying to do this type 
of  palliative measure which 
we are doing in Abakpu 
Ezinkwelle".

“My chal lenges  are  
finance, with finance, we 
can surpass them but we still 
have another major problem 
that is estate managers, 
people that buy lands, in 
fact, they are trying to take 
over this community, if  you 
give them chance they will 
annex Nkwelle-Ezunaka. 
They are the ones causing 
this land grabbing problem. 
They get hold of  some 
youths; pay them to start 
fighting their own people. 
The land grabbers' claim 
having 91 estates and that by 
the time they contribute 
#10,000 each, they will 
eliminate me and nobody 
will challenge them. They 
have carried out the threat 
when they killed our son, 
Chidozie Ejike and are still 
threatening to kill me"

dilapidated and slippery, the 
tipper plunged into the 
gulley and the driver died"

"I am optimistic that 
whoever will be the next 
Governor, I will rather go 
a n d  b e  s l e e p i n g  i n  
Government House to see 
the road done."

"We have strong soil but 
s t i l l  a p p e a l i n g  t o  
Government to come to our 
aid before it is late. A 
portion of  the road was 
done last year, late 2020".

" A s  t h e  c a r e t a k e r  
chairman of  the entire 
community I am calling on 
t h e  t h r e e  t i e r s  o f  
government to also rescue 
other villages, there are 
villages worse than this 
Abakpu Ezinkwelle village, 
erosion is threatening 
U r u e b o,  E z i n k we l l e,  
Amuche, Oze and Ifite 
where I recently got a report 
of  erosion threat. Presently 
the chairman of  Oze village 

is what you are seeing, we 
sank money there as  
palliative measure on the 
road. It is a very big erosion 
site. We are asking for 
assistance, government 
intervention. We know how 
much we have sunk there, 
a b o u t  # 1 0 0 m i l l i o n ,  
community money. We are 
crying to Governor Willie 
Obiano and our own 
daughter, the Minister of  
State for Environment, 
Hon. Sharon Ikeazor, I even 
want to see her for her to 
come and see things for 
herself  and other good 
spirited individuals and 
organizations to come to 
our rescue. Government 
should please, please help 
us.

"Though we have lost a 
life already when a tipper 
was descending the said 
only access road and 
because the road was 

devastating effect of  the 
erosion menace, Chief  
Okafor said that they lived 
at the mercy of  the erosion 
as the roads were not 
p a s s a b l e  e s p e c i a l l y  
whenever it rained.

"We have only one access 
road with a very big gulley 
which you can call major 
road that leads to Abakpu in 
Ezinkwelle village, Abakpu 
is a very big area, up to a 
village of  its own, and those 
of  us who live there you 
have to park your car at the 
h i l l  t o p ,  a l o n g  t h e  
Onitsha/Nkwelle-Ezunaka 
road whenever it rains. It is 
not motorable especially at 
this time of  the year, 
veh i c l e s  canno t  pas s  
through there and if  you 
manage to bring your car 
down to the village, the next 
two days you will remain 
there until the road is dry"

"We try to temporarily 
arrest the situation and that 

h e  p e o p l e  o f  TNkwelle-Ezunaka 
community,  Oyi  

Local Government Area, 
Anambra state, have sent a 
'Save Our Soul' (SOS) 
appeal to Governor Wiliie 
Obiano and the Minister of  
State for Environment, 
Hon. Sharon Ikeazor, to 
come to their rescue over the 
devastating effect of  erosion 
menace to the community.

This has resulted in the 
untimely death of  a tipper 
driver when his vehicle 
plunged into a gulley at 
Ezinkwelle village. Making 
the appeal through their 
c a r e t a k e r  c o m m i t t e e  
chairman, Chief  Wilfred 
Okafor, who also doubles as 
the Ezinkwelle village 
chairman, they stated that 
the community situation 
became worse  dur ing  
raining season as the roads 
became unmotorable.

L a m e n t i n g  t h e  

Tipper plunges into Nkwelle-Ezunaka erosion 
killing driver
...As community sends SOS to Obiano, Minister

The Nkwelle-Ezunaka gully erosion site
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his is a review of  TEbuka's looks for the 
Big Brother Naija 

season six live eviction shows 
which took place every 
Sunday.

The host of  the Big 
Brother Naija show, Ebuka 
Obi-Uchendu dressed the 
part on some occasions and 
other times his outfits seemed 
like a costume. 

Here is a rundown and 
review of  Ebuka's attires; 

For the first live eviction 
show, he wore an Agbada 
from Deco 29. The Agbada 
looked so good it emanated 
Yoruba angel energy. 

He then changed outfits 
to this edgy metallic suit from 
Mai Atafo. The metallic suit 
was refreshing and creative. 

For  the  second l ive 
eviction show, Ebuka wore a 
Fulani inspired outfit by Ugo 
Monye with a wide hat that 
looked  l ike  the  Fulani 
Woodaabe. According to his 

caption, he was reliving his 
childhood days in Yola. 

For the next eviction 
show, Ebuka is flowery and 
summery in this yellow suit 
and paisley shirt from Mai 
Atafo. 

Then for the four th 
eviction show, Ebuka wears 
what he described as a 
'traditional jumpsuit', made 
by Vans Kere. 

For the next eviction 
show, Ebuka wore what can 
only be called a military garb. 
The look is interesting, to say 
the least, but not for the right 
reasons. There was just a lot 
going on. The outfit was 
made by Mai-Atafo. 

For the sixth live eviction 
show, after the interim break 
in the previous week, we 
were reintroduced to the 
Ebuka we are familiar with. 

Ebuka wore a kaftan, a 
cap with one feather in it, 
draped it with an Isi-egu and 
carried a hand fan with his 

title inscribed on it like a true 
Igbo chief. 

By the time we see Ebuka 
again, he is draped in colours. 
He wears a red trench coat 
and pulls it off  the only way 
Ebuka can. 

Ebuka got prepared to 
wrap up this season in a 
pur p le  agbada  by  Ugo 
Monye. It was a classic 
Ebuka-agbada moment. 

For the finale, Ebuka had 
two outfit changes, the first 
look was a wine velvet tux 
with sequins. It was classic 
and formal. 

H o w e v e r ,  E b u k a ' s 
second look did not go well 
with me. The long robe with 
excess fabric at the sleeves 
looked like a chorister robe. 

That was it  for this 
season. What is special about 
these Ebuka's outfits is his 
innovation. He is not boring 
and constantly pushes the 
envelope with his creative 
fashion choices.

A review of all Ebuka's outfits for the live eviction
shows of 2021 Big Brother Naija show 
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any reasons have been adduced as to why some men stay late at night, some of these Mfactors include, according to some relationship experts, cheating on the part of men, 
social functions like attending entertainment centres where they drink, attending 

business meetings/events and political  gatherings. Besides, there are other issues why they 
keep late at night, like marital matters and economic frustrations which were contributed 
accordingly by our correspondents.

My name is Stephanie Richard. I'm 
from Abia State. I'm a Student
He is cheating ooo!!! If  a man starts 
staying late at night, He has started to 
cheat. It will start with late night 
meetings and business travels and 
before you know it, you now have a 
co-wife. But it is possible that work is 
actually keeping him from coming 
home early. And there is a possibility 
he has a wife wey dey give 'gbas gbos' 
every time. So let me not judge them 
all.

My name is Moses Nwite, A Journalist from 
Ebonyi State
This issue has been a worrisome one in many homes 
especially those partners who do not trust each other 
or partners who are already suspecting each other. 
The nature of  your work could possibly keep men 
late at night. For instance, I am a Journalist, I only 
know when am going to work but don't know when I 
will be back because one program might take you to 
unscheduled destination. To be honest with you, 
Journalism can sometimes make you not to even 
have time for yourself  and family, so it is in some 
other professions. Some families are in serious crisis 
and as such, the men from such homes do stay 
outside their homes so that before they could come 

back, their wives might have gotten asleep. There are some classes of  men who have high 
libido and their wives can never satisfy them. Such men normally carry women to hotels 
where they stay and sometimes forget their homes.

My name is Gift Nwoko, from Abia 
State, I'm a Nurse

Peer pressure can make a man stay late 

at night. He might be asked by friends to 

hang out with them, then it starts with a 

friend coming with his babe before you 

know what is going on, he is already 

cheating. So most of  the times, friends 

influence a man staying late at night.

Chinenye Umeojiaku  Nwizu, Ibadan
Many things can make a man keep late night. It 
could be that he is cheating on you. He might 
be hanging out with his buddies. He might be 
working on a project and his office might be his 
quiet place to focus.
He might as well be keeping late night because 
he doesn't have peace at home due to wrong 
partner, nagging wife or some unaddressed 
issues with partner. If  the guy drinks, they 
close from work or business and catch up with 
friends where they hang out and drink until it's 
late at night. He might be going through 
depression too.

Mr. Solid Nwodo, a business man base in Enugu
Men stay late in the night before going home because they 
see it as an avenue to relax and get away from family 
pressures. Many men do not want to clash with their 
nagging wives at home; hence they stay outside late 
waiting for their wives to go to bed.
Another reason men stay outside late in the night is due to 
association with people who like night life. There are 
chronic bachelors and even married men who like night 
party or night clubs. These people drink with their side 
chicks all night and once they form it as a habit, they find it 
hard to stop.
Sometimes, men stay late in the night to mix-up and 
socialize with friends or strangers for business contacts 
and other opportunities.

Precious Nwachukwu, Anambra
There are many reasons men keep late at night. Some are 
positive and negative reasons. For instance, some men close late 
at work place say around 9pm and above. Some while returning 
from office branch to a nearby drinking bar just to cool off. 
While some are running away from a troubled home. The man 
may prefer to come in late when people might have gone to bed. 
Also, some men keep late night due to evil intention because he 
sees it as the best way to perpetrate his covert plans. 

My name is Mr. Nabob Ogbonna, A 
Journalist and correspondent with Daily 
Trust Newspaper Ebonyi State
 One of  the things that keep men late at 
night, especially married men is when 
you're having a bad  wife at home because 
when you don't have peace at home as the 
result of  bad wife, the first thing that comes 
to your mind is to stay away from home 
especially in the night to avoid problem, 
but before you could know  it, it has  
become part of  you. Attending night clubs, 
taking excessive alcohol, all these habits 
are as result of  bad wife.

My name is Winnie Tom James, 
from Imo State, I'm a business 
woman
There are some many reasons a man 
stays late at night. If  a man starts 
staying late at night he is either 
cheating or he is running away from 
family problems probably a nagging 
wife who is always on his neck but 
most of  the time is always when he is 
cheating.

What do you think keeps
men late nights?
By Chuma Austin, Uchenna Ezeadigwe, David Uka & Glory Ugochukwu
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Special Report

other workers to restrain him 
from inflicting further pains on 
the woman. 

"Therefore, we demand that the 
LGA Chairman should be 
sacked. Without him being 
sacked, other LGA Chairmen 
will continue to do it."

News Echo learnt that some 
top connected persons within the 
government have made moves to 
change the narratives in defence 
of  Ikonne, because of  his 
connections.

Mr Andrew Ugorji told News 
Echo that how Anosike was 
beaten and taken to hospital 
shows that the call for youthful 
leadership is not the cure for bad 
leadership.

"I don't work here neither do I 
have any business with them, but 
I have to tell you what I saw. It 
took the intervention of  people 
who came around to stop him. 

"I  never  knew he 's  the 
Chairman. His attitude is 
disgusting. How can he treat a 
woman like that? The problem in 
Abia State is that we cover evil. 

"A small boy who was just 
made LGA Chairman recently 
will beat a woman old enough to 
be his mother and some powerful 
persons in Umuahia are covering 
him. 

"He is even going about telling 
people that the woman is trying to 
drag the government of  Okezie 

"We've already declared a 
strike in Aba North to avoid this 
issue degenerating to the issue of  
physical assault on our members. 
We want to save our members; 
therefore, every LGA worker in 
Aba North must remain at home 
for now. 

"This became necessary 
because son, you'll see the 
Chairman with his boys coming 
here to start beating our members 
who have absolutely nothing to 
protect themselves with. We don't 
want such again. 

"We will remain on strike until 
we see what actions are being 
taken. We've also given the 
Governor of  Abia State 48 hours 
to address this issue. 

"If  the issue is not addressed to 
our satisfaction, we have no 
option than to declare industrial 
action in all the 17 LGAs of  Abia 
State to show the government 
that we are serious."

Nwaigwe said that Mrs 
Anosike told NULGE that she 
does not know what she did to 
warrant such inhuman treatment 
from Ikonne who she does not 
r e m e m b e r  h a v i n g  a n y  
disagreement with.

"The woman told us that the 
Chairman accused her of  
sabotaging his administration 
and before she could say a word, 
he physically assaulted her with 
planks and pipes. 

"It took the intervention of  

Council Secretariat in Eziama, 
Abia State President of  the 
N i ge r i a  U n i o n  o f  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  E m p l o y e e s  
(NULGE), Comrade Ikechi 
Nwaigwe said the actions of  the 
Chairman will last of  such within 
the state.

In  h is  words,  "We got  
information that the Executive 
Chairman of  Abia North Local 
Government Area, Mr David 
Ikonne, brutally assaulted, Mrs 
Chidinma Nwanosike the Head 
of  Department Works of  this 
Council, a woman. 

"Of  course I know that he has 
no reason to do that. So we came 
here this morning in solidarity to 
ask him what happened, but 
unfortunately, he's not around. 

"In our slogan, injury to one is 
an injury to all. Because the 
woman is a Director in the service 
and she knows the rules and must 
behave civilly. She may have not 
have done anything to attract the 
beating, the harassment and the 
maltreatment. 

"Imagine beating a woman 
with planks and pipe? We have 
those pieces of  evidence with us. 
The man has no reason to beat the 
woman to the extent that she's 
currently hospitalized at where 
she's receiving treatment."

Nwaigwe said NULGE has 
taken action by shutting down 
Aba North Local Government 
Secretar iat ,  s ignal ing the  
beginning of  a total strike.

was intercepted.
The maltreatment of  Nwala 

went viral in the state as many 
women groups have reacted and 
condemned the treatment of  the 
woman, stressing that the LGA 
Chairman and the CSO are only 
narrating unfounded stories to 
cover the inhuman treatment 
given to Nwala.

As the boil ing polit ical  
atmosphere in Rivers State was 
yet to simmer down, the 
Chairman of  Aba North LGA of  
Abia State allegedly exhibited the 
cruelest inhuman treatment on 
another woman, causing fear and 
panic.

News Echo gathered from 
sources within the Council that 
prefer anonymity that the crux of  
the matter was that the Chairman 
tried to force the HOD to sign 
certain documents she felt will 
not go down well with her job. 

According to some sources, 
Ikonne who is  very well  
connected and is one of  the sons 
of  His Imperial Majesty, Eze 
Isaac Ikonne (Enyi-1 of  Aba) has 
been running the Council with an 
iron hand, as thugs always take 
over the secretariat at any 
slightest disagreement.

The assault and battering of  
Anosike have brought reactions 
from the Nigeria Union of  Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  E m p l o y e e s  
(NULGE) and so many people 
within the state.

Addressing journalists at the 

arely few days after the Bleader of  the Etche Local 
Government Legislative 

Arm in Rivers State, Mrs Cynthia 
Nwala was beaten and stripped 
naked, the Head of  Department, 
Wo r k s  A b a  N o r t h  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Abia State, 
Mrs Chidinma Anosike has been 
hospitalized following a brutal 
beating she allegedly received 
from the Council Chairman, Mr 
David Ikonne.

Explaining the reasons behind 
Nwala's maltreatment, the 
Chairman of  Etche Local 
Government Area, Obinna 
Anyanwu, says Nwala was 
assaulted because she made a 
forceful attempt to exit the 
legislative chambers with the 
mace, aided by a team of  armed 
policemen and over 20 armed 
thugs she allegedly hired which 
have been denied by sources 
within the council.

He also denied the allegation by 
Nwala that he asked his Chief  
Security Officer (CSO), Chinedu 
Onyeche, to manhandle her. He 
said Onyeche only joined others 
in the council to restore normalcy 
after a scuffle amongst the 
lawmakers.

In a statement by his Chief  
Press Secretary, Robinson Oluor, 
Anyawu said a disagreement 
ensued among the lawmakers and 
the leader of  the house attempted 
to go with the mace before she 

Continues on Pg. 17

Political assaults hit Nigerian women 
in Abia, Rivers
As Aba North LG boss batters female HOD
Etche LG CSO stripes female legislative leader

Further scares women away from politics
By Nonye Udumiri and Afam Echi

NULGE protest at Aba NorthAba North LGA Chairman, Ikonne
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igeria's soccer historians 

Nc a n  a u t h o r i t a t i ve ly  
confirm that the country's 

national team does not lose game 
hence it is scheduled on October 8. 
The only exception was the 
makeshift Super Eagles that lost 2-0 
to DR Congo in an international 
friendly on October 8, 2015 in Vise, 
Belgium. In all the other six 
matches decided on October 8, 
Nigeria either won or drew.  

That was the major reason 
informed football analysts assured 
Nigerians of  Eagles' participation 
in the USA '94 World Cup Finals 
hence the last game against Algeria 
in Algiers was billed for October 8, 
1993. As it turned out, Nigeria 
smiled to the World Cup for the 
first time after playing a 1-1 draw 
with Algeria.  In what was 
recorded as the country's fully 
fledged international encounter 
with the name Red Devils on 
October 8, 1949 in Freetown, 
Nigeria easily defeated Sierra 
Leone 0-2 in a friendly encounter. 
On the same date in another 
international outing against 
Liberia in 1963 in Monrovia, 
Nigeria got a 2-2 draw but smashed 
Egypt 4-0 in a 1978 World Cup 
qualifier in Lagos on October 8, 
1977. Zimbabwe was the next 
casualty of  Nigeria's October 8 slab 
treatment as the Eagles walloped 
their opponents 5-1 in Abuja on 
October 8, 2005 in a last minute 
effort to book a Germany 2006 
World Cup train. That hope was 
dashed following Angola's triumph 
against Rwanda same date. Exactly 
six years after, same venue, Nigeria 
played a 2-2 draw with Guinea – 
and in football, according to the 
l a t e  l e g e n d a r y  a c e  r a d i o  
commentator, Ernest Okonkwo, 
anything guinea is dangerous. Be it 
guinea pig, guinea worm, guinea 
seed, guinea corn, etc. 

And October 8, 2021 is here! Its 
significance and symbolism are 
allied on Rt. Hon. Ihedioha's eight 
months' fantastic leadership as Imo 
State governor. In a most display of  
numerical dice, the former 
governor's surname is significantly 
and symbolically spelt in eight 
a l p h a b e t s .  W h a t  a  d iv i n e  
coincidence of  demography? 

In eight months, Ihedioha, just 
like the Nigerian national team that 
never loses game on that wondrous 
date, took governance from the 
gutters of  inanity replete with 
poverty and chaos to an enviable 
h e i g h t  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  
orderliness. In eight months, 
Ihedioha got Imo working again. 
His cabinet was stuffed with 
credible men and women with 
track records in various disciplines. 
Ihedioha brought technocrats, 
professionals and politicians who 
knew their onions from all three 
zones, 10 federal constituencies 
and 27 LGAs. He encouraged 
fa i r ness,  p romoted  equi ty,  

preached justice even as growth 
and development was his article of  
fate. Ihedioha followed due 
p r o c e s s .  H e  p r a c t i s e d  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m  a n d  
constitutionality. In eight months, 
the youths of  Imo State saw a man 
who had vision and good mision 
for them and they diligently 
followed and supported him. At 
least, the youths felt community or 
grassroots based developments. 
One very dear to them was 
Ihedioha's wonderful sports model 
– his aim was to divert youths' 

attention from crime using sports. 
Today, most of  the world's richest 
and most celebrated personalities 
are sports inclined to wit: Ronaldo 
and Messi in football, Djokovic 
and Murray in tennis, Furry and 
Joshua in boxing, Gaitlin in 100m, 
Giannis in basketball. It must be 
recorded that Heartland under 
Ihedioha would not have struggled 
for relegation last season. Other 
sports associations would not have 
been challenged by the present 
abysmal extinction. Had Ihedioha 
still been in power, the insecurity 

c u r r e n t ly  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  
foundation of  Imo State would not 
have reared its ugly head. This is 
because Ihedioha would not have 
made inflammatory statements 
that certainly caused ripples in 
some quarters; he would not have 
invited the military in a clearly civil 
matter; he would not have 
tampered with civil servants' 
salaries; he would not have treated 
pension payment with kid gloves; 
community roads now riddled with 
clatters and at various stages of  
decay would have got adequate 

attention as RAMP was already in 
full gear!

Unfortunately, the groundswell 
and abhorrent event of  January 14, 
2020 took place. It was politically 
d i s g u s t i n g ,  d e m o c r a t i c a l ly  
repulsive, and legally questionable! 
Yet Ihedioha, a man who believes 
in dialogue, explored legal and 
democratic avenues for redress. His 
case is in sync with Horatio 
Spaford, the American renowned 
lawyer and Presbyterian Church 
elder whose entire properties were 
burnt to ruination by the Great 
Chicago fire disaster, incidentally 
on October 8, 1871. Spaford also 
tragically lost his son, three 
daughters and wife while they were 
aboard the S.S. Ville du Havre on a 
transatlantic voyage. Relying on 
God and mustering a high degree 
of  courage, Spaford was reputed to 
have coined the now famous and 
inspiring Christian hymn of  “It is 
well with my soul”. Indeed, it is 
well with Ihedioha's soul, body and 
spirit.  

After Ihedioha's disputable 
ouster, he called on Imolites to be 
calm, law abiding and charged 
them to  be  commit ted  to  
progressivism. Ihedioha was down 
but not out. As Jesus Christ went 
down trice on his way to Calvary, so 
also was Ihedioha. He was rudely 
knocked down from behind. He 
went down and courageously 
sprang-up, stood on his feet and, for 
moments, had pity on his traducers. 
This is certainly the trouble with his 
hatchet executioners. They thought 
he was down and out. Seeing him 
in the turf  again with cheers and 
applauses  f rom spectators,  
participants and observers is 
anxiously causing them sleepless 
nights. Like Banquo ghost went 
after Lady Macbeth who cruelly 
assassinated him, so it is with 
Ihedioha's political assassins – his 
shadows have become an element 
of  insomnia to them. You know, 
there is no peace for the wicked. 

Check it out once more: Ihedioha 
has attributes of  greatness stamped 
for him at birth.  Born in 1965, 
same year – October 8, 1965 – that 
London's Post Office Tower, 
measuring 581 ft tall was officially 
commissioned. It was for several 
years the tallest building in Britain 
and one of  the tallest till date. The 
essence of  that building was to 
p r o v i d e  c l e a r  w a v e s  f o r  
telecommunications and effective 
transmissions – and I tell you, 
Ihedioha symbolically sauntered 
into politics to provide a platform 
to serve the people for dividends of  
democracy, political liberation, 
s o c i a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  
infrastructural development. He 
has been carrying out this tasking 
aims and will still do more. This is 
why despite all obstacles he still 
towers above his adversaries – 
because he had a fantastic eighth 
month reign. Like the fabled 
phoenix,  Ihedioha continues 
coming stronger.  

‘ ‘

By Ori Martins 

Ihedioha

October 8 and Ihedioha's fantastic 
eight months in office 

‘ ‘

After Ihedioha's disputable ouster, he called on Imolites to be calm, 
law abiding and charged them to be committed to progressivism. 

Ihedioha was down but not out. As Jesus Christ went down trice on 
his way to Calvary, so also was Ihedioha. He was rudely knocked 
down from behind. He went down and courageously sprang-up, 

stood on his feet and, for moments, had pity on his traducers. This 
is certainly the trouble with his hatchet executioners. They thought 
he was down and out. Seeing him in the turf  again with cheers and 
applauses from spectators, participants and observers is anxiously 

causing them sleepless nights. 
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Igbo. NUF can never subscribe to 
any move that does not address this 
very issue.

"We therefore call on our Leaders 
to meet again and demand for the 
unconditional and immediate 
release of  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu; and 
for a switch to political resolution of  
the case. Dialogue is always more 
e f fec t ive  and  cheaper  than  
grandstanding. Our Igbo leaders 
need to wake up, before South East 
becomes another North East.

"If  the Yoruba Leaders can rally 
behind Sunday Adeyemo a.k.a 
Igboho, if  the likes of  Sheikh Gumi 
and other northern leaders are 
openly canvassing for a better deal 
for the likes of  bandits and terrorists, 
why can't Igbo leaders join their 
voices and demand for Nnamdi 
Kanu's release?

"A stitch in time, saves nine, hence 
this important suggestion from us. 
Let us quit deceiving ourselves, 
despite the crushing socioeconomic 
pains associated with the sit-at-
home orders and other rising 
insecurity in South East region, if  
the root cause is not addressed, we 
would continue in this ignominious 
vicious circle.

"Mazi Nnamdi Kanu should be 
freed. Sincere Dialogue/Diplomacy 
should be employed in resolving the 
problems in South East.

"NUF is ready to collaborate with 
any and all relevant stakeholders 
that can work for a return of  Peace 
and Normalcy in Igbo land. We call 
on our Leaders to show more 
assertive leadership examples that 
are people oriented.

Now that the authority at the 
Centre is threatening a state of  
emergency rule in Anambra State, 
will Igbo leaders unite to stop the 
impending storm or sit aloof  as it is 
be ing  wi tnes sed  in  Kanu ' s  
incarceration saga? 

continuous incarceration of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu"

"As we have been consistently 
campaigning, an injury to one is an 
injury to all. Our brother and son 
that has been languishing in DSS 
d e t e n t i o n ,  d e s e r ve s  a c t i ve  
sympathies from his kinsmen.

"We expected the meeting to have 
e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  
predicament. In the true Igbo spirit 
of  'onye aghana nwanne ya' and 
'Igwebuike' an average Igbo person, 
expected our Leaders to have 
updated us on their plans of  how to 
engage the Federal Government in 
Nnamdi Kanu's case. 

"It was extremely disappointing 
when the 8 points Communique 
came out without a single mention 
of  our brother's case. Very 
regrettable!

"For the records, which are also 
easily verifiable, the deteriorating 
security in South East region is 
fundamentally attached to Nnamdi 
Kanu's detention; which is also a 
direct spite on the sensibility of  the 
Igbo people in Nigeria.

"Igbo are being marginalized. The 
meeting alluded to that fact. 
Nnamdi Kanu has been kicking 
against the marginalization in his 
own way. Instead of  the Federal 
Government to see reasons with his 
morally justified agitations, they 
decided to go after him, thereby 
adding insult to injury. An insult to 
the collective psyche of  Ndigbo. 
NUF will never kowtow to such 
brazen humiliation of  the entire 
Ndigbo, no matter who is involved.

"Even for the interest of  One 
Nigeria, we can never accept a broad 
daylight humiliation of  our son, not 
to talk of  a brave man that has been 
fighting for the interest of  Ndi Igbo. 
His methodology may not be 
acceptable to all, but he is a bonafide 
Igbo son, and also a vigorous 
campaigner for a better deal for Ndi 

agreement that Ebubeagu security 
outfit be launched in all the South 
East states and law passed in various 
South East states before the end of  
2021 is becoming belated.

"How can the meeting resolve to 
study the Ohanaeze Ndigbo report 
for immediate implementation and 
engagement with the Federal 
G o ve r n m e n t  f o r  a m i c a b l e  
settlement of  all the issues agitating 
the minds of  Ndigbo especially the 
youths  wi thout  ment ioning  
specifically the release of  the IPOB 
l e a d e r,  N n a m d i  K a nu ? ' ,  a  
respondent who simply gave his 
name as Ikenna said in an interview.

If  there is any socio-cultural 
group in Igbo land that is not happy 
with the outcome of  the Enugu 
summit, it is the Ndi-Igbo United 
Forum (NUF)

Citing James Bovard which says, 
"The first step in saving our liberty is 
to realize how much we have already 
lost, how we lost it, and how we will 
con t inue  to  lo se  i t  un le s s  
fundamental political changes 
occur", the Igbo group noted that 
the meeting was important as it was 
necessitated by the recent ugly 
developments in the region, 
particularly the deteriorating 
insecurity. 

The Chairman, Board of  Trustees 
(BoT) of  Ndi-Igbo United Forum, 
Hon. Chinedu MBA, said they are 
very glad that such a meeting finally 
held; "however, we are not 
impressed with the outcome of  the 
meeting, which was made available 
to the public via the communique"

His words:  "In all these germane 
points raised by the all hallowed 
meeting, NUF, just like most people 
of  South East region, are very 
disappointed with the inability of  
the meeting to address the 
f u n d a m e n t a l  c a u s e  o f  t h e  
breakdown of  law and order that we 
are suffering in South East - The 

weapons. This led to a heated 
argument between the Enugu 
Government House security 
operatives manning the gate and 
their Imo counterparts.

After a prolonged exchanged of  
hot words, Governor Uzodinma's 
men eventually had their way.

Among those who attended the 
meeting in Enugu are Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi (Enugu State), 
Governor Dave Umahi (Ebonyi 
State), Deputy Governor (Abia 
State), Governor Hope Uzodima 
(Imo State), Anambra State not 
represented, Ex-deputy Senate 
President, Ike Ekweremadu, 
Senator Enyinaya Aberibe, Chief  
John Nnia Nwodo (Ex-Ohanaeze 
Pres ident -General ) ,  Senator  
Thodore Orji, Chief  Chiedozie Alex 
Ogbonnia (Ohanaeze National 
Publicity Secretary), Chief  Victor 
Umeh

The summit which was held 
behind closed doors for several 
hours subsequently came up with a 
resolution to stop the "Ghost 
Mondays" in Igbo land even as the 
Igbo leaders mandated Clergymen, 
Christian Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN) Ohanaeze Ndigbo and 
traditional rulers to continue to 
dialogue with Igbo youths for peace 
and harmony.

According to the summit, the sit-
at-home orders are mostly issued by 
our people in Diaspora who do not 
feel the pains. 

"In view of  the information that 
even the IPOB had cancelled the sit-
at-home; the meeting resolved that 
governors and all people of  the 
South East do everything within the 
law to ensure there is no further sit-
at-home in the southeast and that 
people are allowed to freely move 
about in the zone.

Too many people in Igbo land, the 
Enugu security meeting would have 
gone beyond rhetoric as their 

ast Tuesday, October 5, L2021, Enugu the Enugu 
State capital played host to 

Southeas t  Gover nors,  Igbo  
members of  the National Assembly, 
traditional rulers and other Igbo 
leaders.

Prior to the summit, there was 
high hope that the issue of  the trial 
of  the leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu will be brought to the 
front burner.

The theory was that since the 
agenda for the meeting as publicly 
announced by the organizers was 
basically on security in the zone, it 
was imperative for the gathering to 
talk about the secessionists, more so 
as the Monday sit-at-home order by 
the IPOB is affecting the economy 
of  Ndigbo.

Inside source told News Echo 
Correspondent in Enugu that the 
eight point communiqué read at the 
end of  the meeting by the Chairman 
of  the Southeast Governors' Forum, 
Dave Umahi of  Ebonyi State, was 
strange to many of  those who 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  
Government House, Enugu, a 
development that suggests that the 
meeting might be acting a script 
outside the Igbo enclave.

Indeed, it was observed that the 
discordant tune in summit began 
with a melo-drama at the main 
entrance to Government House, 
Enugu, venue of  the meeting, when 
Governor Hope Uzodinma of  Imo 
State arrived with his entourage and 
attempted to enter the complex with 
his Armoured Personnel Carriers 
(APC) against security protocol.

But the Enugu Government 
House security operatives stopped 
the entourage at the gate insisting 
that visitors are not allowed into the 
Government House with heavy 
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PDP upholds
Ugwuanyi's
committee report
on zoning

he National Executive TCommittee of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party on 

T h u r s d a y  u p h e l d  t h e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi-led 
zoning committee.

This was the high point of  the 
94th NEC meeting in Abuja.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P u b l i c i t y 
Secretary of  the PDP, Kola 
Ologbondiyan, said this while 
addressing newsmen after the 
NEC meeting.

He explained that although 
there were discussions around 
the Governor Bala Mohammed-
led committee, which looked into 
reasons why the party lost the 
2019 elections and the question 
o f  z o n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 2 3 
presidential ticket, it was agreed 
that further discussions and 
decision on the subject should be 
left till another date.
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ibyonce  a lways Bdoes a good job 
when it comes to 

makeup, but her nude 
lipgloss game is excellent.

B e b e  ' B i b y o n c e ' 
Omagbemi is a renowned 
makeup ar t i s t  whose 
executive clientele span 
from Rita Dominic to 
Tiwa Savage. 

A master  maest ro 
when it comes to makeup, 
we are inspired by how she 

has perfected the nude 
glossy lips. 

We would take a look 
at some of  her clients and 
how well she delivered. 

Diiadem 
Diiadem shines in this 

ombre lip gloss done by 
B i b y o n c e.  S h e  u s e d 
Diiadem's beauty line's lip 
gloss and lip liner for this 
look. 

Maria 
Maria opts for nude 

Tiwa 
Tiwa chooses the most 

neutral nude colour for her 
father's celebration of  life, 
and Bibyonce comes to the 
rescue. 

B i b y o n c e  h a s 
seamlessly perfected this 
nude glossy look, and we 
might need some tips from 
her. 

lipstick with this makeup, 
and adds a bit of  gloss to it. 

Lilo 
Lilo looks like a doll 

with this nude glossy 
lipstick and her lips lined 
with a dark liner. 

Rita Dominic 
Rita looks angelic in 

two shades  o f  nudes 
perfectly blended. 

Lily Afe 
Lily slays in this hot 

chocolate nude lip gloss. 

Beauty inspiration: Bibyonce and her
muses in nude lip gloss 
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ouples who discuss tricky 

Ctopics, like what's going 
down in the bedroom, are 10 

times more likely to have a happy 
relationship than those who ignore 
difficult subjects. A handful of  
conversations make the biggest 
difference in the strength and 
duration of  a relationship. Talking 
about sexual intimacy tops that small 
list. 

Before you get beneath the 
sheets (and maybe even after), 

ne major reason why 

Omen hurt more than 
women after breakups: 

men always just want to suck 
things up. 

The end of  a relationship is 
never fair on anyone. Men hurt, 
women hurt when the familiar 
feeling of  happiness is suddenly 
snatched from them due to a 
breakup. Even when the breakup 
is expected, the grieving process 
often still plays out. 

A British study has claimed 
that men suffer more long-lasting 
pain from breakups than women. 
The question that naturally 
follows this is: why is this so? How 
and why are men hurting more 
when it is they who usually seem 
to move on from breakups faster 
and more painlessly? 

According to an ar t ic le 
published on The Independent 
Ireland in 2017, it is not so 
controversial to say that men 
struggle more after a breakup than 
women do because “emotionally, 
[men] often react badly to major life 
upheavals. Moreover, [men's] methods 
f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c h a n g e d 
circumstances are not always helpful." 

A 2015 survey by Men's 
Health magazine backs up this 
statement. Conductors of  the 
survey found out that going to the 
pub was named the best way to 
"get over" a split according to 

while one third of  those polled 
said the jilted party would be 
better off  if  he acts unbothered by 
the whole thing. 

Right there, is one of  the 
reasons why men suffer - the 
unwill ingness to face what 
happened and come to terms with 
the reality of  it. 

"Males grew up with the 'men 
don't cry' attitude and while men may 
deal with things differently, it doesn't 
mean they don't feel the same pain and 
the same hurt as women," says 
Elaine Hanlon, a counsellor and 
psychotherapist based in Dublin. 
"So for generations, men have learnt to 
suppress this pain and hurt and 'be a 
man' which doesn't allow much space 
for vulnerability." 

On the other hand, women 
are typically more comfortable 
finding a shoulder to cry on and 
letting it all out. 

“Women are  o f ten  l e s s 
dependent on their significant 
other for emotional support - they 
typically have a wider circle of  
friends and will confide to family 
in a way most men wouldn't 
countenance.” Hanlon says. 

That kinda explains why they 
come to grips with reality and find 
the real strength to genuinely close 
a chapter a move on to the next 
quicker. 

Another reason why women 
don't suffer as much as men after a 

breakup is because they do the 
breaking up more times than men. 

"Studies show that more women 
than men are the initiators of  
marriage break up today," Hanlon 
adds. 

What this means is that, 
women have more time to start 
processing the pain ahead. They 
begin to prepare early for the 
outcomes of  splitting up from a 
partner. By the time they are done 
with that phase, the man may just 
be beginning his. 

For men, therefore, it is 

important to begin to deal with 

breakups in more expressive, 

healthier ways as opposed to the 

'suck-it-all-up' technique that is 

being used from way back. 

sending sexy text messages, and 
make a point to do those things is 
tantamount to maintaining a 
satisfying sexual relationship. 

Fantasy conversation
Spilling scenarios that revive 

your sexual desire allows your 
significant other to bring your 
fantasy to life, ultimately bringing 
you closer together. But speaking 
up about sexy desires is easier said 
t h a n  d o n e .  I f  y o u ' r e  

cheating is easiest, and met with 
fewer defences, when it's not 
prompted by suspicion. So don't 
wait until something goes wrong 
to define what behaviour won't be 
tolerated. As a couple, make a list 
of  acts that you consider cheating. 

Frequent conversation
When it comes to the 

frequency at which you get freaky, 
you don't need to be in the same 
sentence but you do have to be on 
the same page. If  you want it every 
day and she wants it once a 
month, that's going to be a 
problem. As with everything else, 
compromise is key. As unsexy as it 
sounds, try maintaining a sex 
schedule. It can give you the 
chance to grab props, get the 
shower  s t eamy,  o r  avo id  
unwanted interruptions. 

experts say you should have these 
sex conversations with your 
partner. 

Here are some 5 must-have 
conversations that are important 
to maintaining a healthy and 
fulfilling sexual relationship. 

Love language conversation
Know what acts make your 

p a r t n e r  f e e l  l o v e d  a n d  
appreciated, whether it's as simple 
as holding hands or as steamy as 

uncomfortable, agree that no 
judgment will be passed. 

Couples with different love 
languages can still completely 
satisfy each other as long as they 
both communicate what makes 
them feel most loved. 

Turn-Ons (and Turn-Offs) 
conversation

Discussing what gets you 
going and what turns you off  
might be difficult, but it's 
necessary. Bring up down-and-
dirty dislikes outside of  the 
bedroom. A lot of  couples make 
the mistake of  having them at the 
moment, and that creates a very 
vulnerable environment. 

Cheating conversation
What constitutes cheating 

and infidelity isn't black and 
white. But tackling the topic of  

There are certain parts of  a 
relationship that shouldn't 
be discussed with anyone 

besides your partner.
Intimate relationships are 

special because of  the intimacy – a 
p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l 
connection shared by two people, 
not three and certainly not any 
number of  people. 

We have all been part of  an 
intimate relationship discussion 
with our friends or people we trust 
before. However, it is important to 
note that not everything that 
happens in your relationship that 
must be shared with these groups 
of  people. Rather share them with 
your partner. 

Also, consider how you would 
feel if  your partner discussed 
private, intimate matters with 
someone else. 

Below are some things to 
always keep private within a 
relationship: 

Sex-related issues
Discussing anything relating 

to sex (how often you do (or don't) 
have sex, any sexual fantasies, 
problems in the bedroom) with 
your friends or a third party 
should be totally avoided. 

Engaging in conversation with 

someone else about your sexual 
experiences robs the relationship 
of  its intimacy. No matter how big 
or small such details may be, 
conversing with anyone else about 
sex-related topics besides your 
partner is an act of  disrespect. 

Financial issues
It is important to understand 

that financial troubles within a 
relationship are very common. As 
much stress that money-related 
issues may induce, they are 
solvable given the necessary 
knowledge. 

Refrain from discussing the 
money problems that are nobody 
else's business. They might end up 
discussing with others. 

If  a prompt resolution is 
essential, seek the advice of  a 
financial adviser. 

Flaws
It is highly rude of  you to 

discuss your partner's flaws with 
your friends or other people. 
When a man is made to feel less 
like a man, or when a woman is 
made to feel less like a woman, 
t h e y ' r e  d e e p l y  h u r t  a n d 
re la t ionsh ip  prob lems  can 
escalate quickly. None of  us is 
perfect, and being part of  a 
relationship does nothing to 

c h a n g e  t h i s 
universal fact. 

F i g h t s  o r 
heated arguments

A s i d e  f r o m 
altercations that 
involve physical or 
emotional abuse, 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
“fights” shouldn't 
be discussed with 
others.  Instead, 
discuss it with your 
partner when you 
both are calm and 
look for a solution. 

RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
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Sex conversations for a successful relationship

Why men hurt more than women
after breakups 

Things to keep as
secrets in a relationship
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or many, deciding to Fs t o p  w e a r i n g 
underwear may seem 

like an odd choice. 
After  a l l ,  to  some, 

wearing underwear is as 
much  o f  a  rou t ine  a s 
breathing. You put it on 
under your clothes every 

s much as you want 

Ato swallow that big 
handful of  pounded 

yam at the end of  the day, 
here are certain things you 
should know about eating 
the right kind of  food at 
night.

Food is so good and are 
enjoyed better at night when 
you can savour every taste. 

As good and essential as 
food is, I think it's a little 
unfair to not be allowed to 
take what we want at the 
time we want it, right? But 
then it's only wise to take 
what's healthy, beneficial 
and useful for us, isn't it? Of  
course, it is. 

Having said all of  that, 
it's important for us to know 
the right kind of  food to feed 
on at every single time of  the 
day. 

Although these foods 
are not bad in themselves 
and contrary to people's 
belief, eating late at night 
doesn't necessarily make 
you gain some more weight 
just because it's late, but 
because the calorie content 
in these meals is actually 
what leads to the extra kilos. 
So, you want to avoid taking 
them at an inappropriate 
time. 

1. Pounded yam 
It only makes sense to 

crown your efforts after a 
long day's work with a 
b e f i t t i n g ,  h e f t y  a n d 
honorable pounded yam, 
the king of  all meals. 

Pounded yam, like any 
other energy-giving food, is 
best taken in the afternoon 
when you need all  the 
energy required for your 
daily running around and 
activities. Taking this meal 
late at night isn't such a good 
idea because, not only does 
it makes you feel heavy, it 
converts all the energy the 
food is supposed to release 
into the body to fats and 
stores them in the adipose 
tissue for use later, adding 
some more weight. When 
you keep adding up this 
weight, you put yourself  at a 
risk of  becoming overweight 
or obese which isn't too good 
for you. 

2. Chocolate and other 
sugary foods 

Chocolate isn't a filling 
snack, so if  you're craving it, 
you may not necessarily be 
hungry. Rather, your sweet 
tooth just beckoning on you. 
Sugary foods have the same 
effect as the energy-giving 
foods. So, just because you 
want to eat light and decide 
to snack doesn't mean you 

s h o u l d  o p t  f o r  t h o s e 
extremely sugary snacks. 

3. Fries 
Because  o f  the  o i l 

content present in fried food, 
it isn't advisable to consume 
the at night because they are 
high in calories and fat, and 
they also weigh on your 
stomach and take a while to 
digest, leaving you feeling 
tired and sluggish in the 
morning. Besides they also 
cause heartburn. 

4. Pasta 
The issue with eating 

pasta late at night is that it's 
such a fatty food that it will 
almost certainly lead to 
weight gain while you sleep. 
The carbohydrates in pasta 
turn to fat pretty quickly, so 
if  you're trying to eat healthy 
at night. 

5. Bread 
Bread contains a lot of  

carbohydrate and sugar that 
spikes up your blood sugar 
levels, causing your energy 
levels to rise disrupting your 
sleep in the process. There is 
also a chance that you will 
likely wake up starving a few 
hours later or in the morning 
due to the overproduction of  
insulin the sugar triggers. 

Well, the simple rule is 
that; don't eat more calories 
than you can burn. 

a r e  c h o o s i n g  t o  f o r g o 
underwear for comfort, 
health, or appearance — no 
one likes panty lines or 
wedgies. And while wearing 
underwear has its benefits, 
going underwearless may do 
you some good. 

Here are few things that 

happen to your body when 
you stop wearing underwear: 

You may reduce your 
risk of developing a UTI or 
yeast infection

No one likes getting an 
infection down there — it 
can be itchy, debilitating, and 
downright annoying. Turns 
out, if  you stop wearing 

underwear, you may reduce 
your chances of  developing a 
u r i n a r y  t r a c t  o r  ye a s t 
infection, especially for those 
of  you who suffer regular 
bouts of  vaginal infections 

Panties can trap excess 
moisture and microbes. And 
that can create a moist 
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e 
Candida, a fungus that 
causes yeast infections. 

It's good for sleep
While ditching your 

underwear r ight before 
bedtime isn't a hard and fast 
rule, the practice could help 
give your lady bits a cool 
break, especially if  you wear 
underwear during the day. 
Simply put, your vagina 
needs fresh air sometimes. 

You may reduce your 
risk of experiencing allergic 
reactions

If  you stop wearing 
underwear, you may avoid 
itchy allergic reactions. This 
is often your skin's reaction 
to certain "fabrics, dyes, 
chemicals and preservatives" 
f o u n d  i n  u n d e r w e a r , 
including latex, which is 
often used for the waistband. 

Yo u  m a y  s e e  l e s s 

et you didn't know Bthat drinking water 
before a bath reduces 

your chances of  stroke.
Water is very important 

to your health, wellness and 
well-being. Bet that's not 
news, right? 

But did you know that 
drinking water at certain 
specific times of  the day 
could be beneficial to you in 
ways you probably never 
even thought or imagined? 

Well, we are here to tell 
you that guzzling water at 
these five strategic times of  
the day will be help you 
maximize its benefits to you! 

1. Before bed 
If  you are fully hydrated 

before going to bed and 
sleeping, you lower the risk 
of  stroke and heart attack. 

Dehydration elevates the 
r i s k  f a c t o r s  f o r 
cardiovascular  disease, 
specifically heart attack, and 
stroke. 

A heart attack occurs 
most ly  in  the  mor ning 
because the blood is thicker 
which is caused by loss of  
water. 

This is a good reason to 
drink water at night to keep 
your body hydrated while 
you are sleeping. 

2. When you wake up 
If  you sleep for 8 hours, 

that means you are also not 
drinking any fluids for 8 
hours, and your body slowly 
b e c o m e s  d e h y d r a t e d . 

Drinking water before eating 
anything aids in cleaning 
your colon and helps the 
b o d y  t o  a b s o r b  m o r e 
nutrients. 

Four cups sets your body 
in motion for the production 
of  hematopoiesis, which is 
new blood. 

3. Before a meal 
Drinking water before a 

meal speeds up the digestion 
process than drinking during 
meals. 

If  you are on a diet and 
you want to lose weight, 
drinking water before you eat 
could also make you eat less 
because you already feel full. 

4. After a meal 
It is recommended to 

drink one glass of  water after 
a meal, but do not drink 
when you are eating. This 
will allow the body to absorb 
the nutrients efficiently. 

Drinking after a meal 
a l s o  h e l p s  t o  p r e ve n t 
constipation. 

5. Before you step into 
the shower 

Drinking one glass of  
warm water before taking a 
bath can help lower blood 
pressure. 

This has also been said to 
help the dilation of  your 
blood vessels, which causes 
blood pressure to drop. 

Drinking water also 
reduces sodium levels in the 
body, which also serves to 
lower the blood pressure. 

discharge
Alright ladies, let's talk 

about vaginal discharge. It 
m a y  n o t  b e  t h e  m o s t 
glamorous topic, but it needs 
to be addressed regardless as 
we all deal with it, and some 
may be a little more often 
than others. 

Turns out there are some 
good news when it comes to 
d i s c h a r g e,  w h i c h  i s  a 
combination of  bacteria, 
vaginal skin cells, and mucus 
and fluid from the cervix and 
vagina. You actually may 
experience less of  it if  you 
stop wearing underwear 
altogether, especially if  you 
normally wear non-cotton 
panties. 

May avoid digestive 
issues 

Tight undergarments 
may cause pressure on the 
stomach and, as a result, 
p u s h  a c i d  i n t o  t h e 
oesophagus, causing the 
digestive condition. If  you 
don't have a reflux problem 
yet but have a predisposition 
to it, then wearing tight 
garments could tip you over 
the edge into being a sufferer. 

day before heading to work, 
school, or the gym. 

M a y b e  y o u  p r e f e r 
rainbow-coloured boy shorts 
over barely-there bikinis or 
lace thongs — there are a lot 
of  options out there! But why 
do we wear underwear at all? 

More and more women 

What happens to your body if
you stop wearing underwear?

Nigerian meals to avoid eating before
going to bed 

5 best times to
drink water
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ecently, specifically, on RMonday the 4th day of  
October, there seemed 

to be a sudden turn of  events in 
Imo State regarding sit at home 
ordered by the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB). 
Evidently, the leadership of  
IPOB has ordered that the sit at 
h o m e  o r d e r  s h o u l d  b e  
implemented on any day the 
IPOB leader, Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu will be present in the 
court for legal process. The 
organization thereby ordered 
that the Monday sit at home 
should not continue. 

Unfortunately, discordant 
voices by some agents of  
destabilization have infuriated 
the leadership or to say the least 
the followership of  IPOB to be 
giving counter orders to people. 

Gradua l ly  in  the  l a s t  
3mondays, people in the South 
East have begun to participate 
in their normal occupational 
activities every Monday. Yet, 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

there are some people who have 
continued to be giving counter 
directives to the effect that sit at 
home on Mondays should 
continue. Apparently, this has 
caused some frictions and 
confusion for the residents of  
the five eastern states. 

Last Monday, at about 10am 
in Owerri, the serenity of  Imo 
state capital which had assumed 
full commercial activities were 
broken with a rumour that 
began with tales of  people 
hearing gun shots being fired by 
some elements of  IPOB at 
Douglas. As this rumour gained 
ground, people in the state 
capital who had already settled 
for their activities in their shops, 
business places, market places, 
o f f i ces  and  banks  were  
stampeded into state of  
confusion as they began to 
scamper for safety.

Shops and business activities 
were thrown into confusion as 
people in market and other 

places ran from nowhere to 
nowhere taking cover for no 
tangible reason that some 
gunmen were shooting. What 
then followed was general 
pandemonium in which many 
people, school pupils and 
students began to run from 
place to place hiding from 
unknown and unseen gunmen 
that were nowhere. 

In fact, by 12noon, streets of  
Owerri were virtually and 
completely evacuated with little 
or no vehicle to be seen 
anywhere. Workers were 
stranded as many of  them had 
to trek to their places of  
residence. 

Accord ing  to  Pr incess  
Cambridge, an authoring many 
social matters, she has risen, 
“Rumour mongering is a 
function of  Unenlightened 
citizenry.” On the other hand, 
Claudius Payne has opined 
that, “If  the citizenry is not 
politically enlightened, they 

easily fall prey to the whims and 
caprices of  mischief  makers and 
anti-democratic forces.” 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
Christopher Shawcross a 
refined British lawyer and 
Politician had submitted, “A 
citizenry with limited Political 
exposure easily falls to the 
w h i m s  a n d  c a p r i c e s  o f  
destabilizing elements in the 
society.” 

Similarly Henry Kessinger a 
former Secretary Of  State under 
R i c h a r d  N i k s o n  o n c e  
submitted, such as Joseph 
Goebbel chief  Propagandist Of  
Adolph Hitler had submitted 
that, “civilized propagandist do 
not use cheap lies on those 
citizens whose minds are 
limited.” 

What it means is that just in 
our nation; mischief  makers 
should not  spread fa lse  
rumours. If  they do that, they 
are giving IPOB leadership and 
followership wrong image and 

that will 
not be in 

t h e  b e s t  
interest of  the 

Igbo nation.
Igbo persons who have been 

on the receiving end of  
Buhari's marginalization 
p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  
reasonable enough to say or 
do things that will  be 
consistent with the ideals and 
mission of  IPOB-to give the 
Igbo a state of  their own if  
they are no longer regarded as 
citizens of  Nigeria. Those 
who are bastardising these 
ideals are indeed enemies of  
the Igbo race. One of  the 
reasons why this type of  
political confusion is going on 
is due to lack of  political 
culture.

 According to Thomas 
Jefferson the third American 
President, “If  you want to 
give people democracy, you 
must first give them political 
enlightenment.” It is for this 
reason that we have not 
established political culture 
that we are not organized and 
fall prey to the whims and 
c a p r i c e s  o f  c r u d e  
propagandist.
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Propaganda and rumour mongering: 
function of crude politics 

Ikpeazu to disrepute. How does 
his stupidity concern Gov. 
Ikpeazu? Let me tell you what's 
happening, because of  the name 
of  his family, they're protecting 
him."

Meanwhile, Ikonne responding 
to the allegations against him, 
bluntly denied them all, stressing 
that they were mere mischievous 
statements.

“My attention has been drawn 
to the news making the rounds, 
alleging that I had issues with the 
HOD, works of  Aba North LGA, 
Mrs Anosike Chidinma that 
resulted in my hitting her with a 
plank of  wood.

“It is sad that in this clime, 
anyone with an Android phone 
a u t o m a t i c a l ly  b e c o m e s  a  
journalist without pre-requisite 
training that enshrines the ethos 
and ethics of  journalism practice, 
which its cardinal objectives 
include, verified investigative and 
balanced reportage.

“Apart from the obvious that I 
came  f rom a  decen t  and  
disciplined background, I have this 
personal respect for the female 
gender and would never raise my 
hands on any woman or hitting a 
female with a plank of  wood – it is 
despicable.

“The truth is; we are carrying 
out renovation works at the 
council headquarters, including 
the filling of  potholes in the Local 
Government Area, a job I am 
doing with the speed of  light.

“Sadly, there were attempts to 
erect delay hurdles through 
bureaucratic bottlenecks which 
didn't go down well with my pace 
of  work and my reaction were 
merely within the tenets of  

administrative laid down rules and 
it never warranted any quarrel that 
could trigger my picking up a stick 
or even contemplate hitting 
anyone. I can say emphatically, it 
never happened.

“As the Executive Chairman of  
Aba North LGA, I made a 
covenant with my God to leave 
Aba North LGA better than I met 
it and this vow, I must uphold.

“Therefore, I urge the hard-
working people of  Aba North 
LGA and Abia stare at large, to 
ignore rumour mongers and 
mischief  makers who are bent on 
circulating fake news to beam the 
G o v .  O k e z i e  I k p e a z u  
administration in a bad light and 
bring the government to disrepute 
through organised blackmail and 
unnecessary propaganda.

“I have very good cordial 
working relationship with the staff, 
Management, and the Councilors 
of  Aba North LGA and this 
synergy will continue."

The two incidents chronicled 
above are quite despicable and 
embarrassing to the governments 
especially in a civilian regime 
where discipline and respect for 
rule of  law should reign supreme. 
It is inconceivable that people in 

leadership who should live by 
example descend to this level of  
animal behavior.

The military regime was the 
era when abuses of  this nature 
were common and stand out 
clearly as an aberration in a 
civilian government where the 
rights of  the citizens ought to be 
respected. It is not news when 
men engage themselves in 
fisticuffs or struggle for power 
but certainly not in an organized 
environment like a work place. 

It is more abhorrent when the 
political leaders descend on the 
women politicians. This cannot 
be justified for any reason and 
leaves the mind guessing on why 
the perpetrators did not resort to 
the rule books rather than 
indulge in self-help. 

The implication of  these 
battering according to a woman 
activist, Barr Ugonna Afam-
Echi, an Abuja based lawyer is 
that women would be further 
scared from engaging in political 
activities which leaves the men 
as lone ranger. “None of  these 
issues should be swept under the 
carpet and the full weight of  the 
law should come upon the 
culprits'', she concluded.

...Political assaults hit Nigerian women 
in Abia, Rivers

Leader of Etche LGA Legislative Council, Nwala Cynthia when 
she was allegedly harassed for possession of mace

Continued from Pg 9
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Genoa.

Since then,  the Super 
Eagles striker has become a 
n i g h t m a r e  t o  o p p o s i n g 
defenders, scoring seven goals 
in eight matches for Napoli all 
in September.

Of  his eight goals, his first 
of  the season came against 
Udinese with a follow up of  a 
brace against Sampdoria and 
adding another to his Serie A 

tally against Cagliari.
Apar t  f rom his  goals, 

Osimhen has contributed to 
Napoli's 100 per cent start to 
the season by winning two 
penalties for his team.

On the continental stage, 
Osimhen also scored three 
goals in the Europa League, 
with a brace coming against 
Leicester City.

i g e r i a ' s  V i c t o r 

NOsimhen has been 
voted the Italian 

Serie A's Player of  the 
Month for September.

Osimhen came back 
from a disappointing start to 
the 2021/2022 season in 
August after being sent off  in 
the opening match against 
newcomers Venezia making 
him miss the fixture against 

i g e r i a n 

Nh e a v y w e i g h t 
boxer, Efe Ajagba 

has said he punches harder 
than  WBC champion 
Tyson Fury, who is billed 
to face Deontay Wilder in 
the third instalment of  their 
match up. 

Ajagba, who is fighting 
on the undercards of  the 

Fury-Wilder bout in Las 
Vegas on Sunday, told BBC 
that he punches harder 
than the self-styled Gypsy 
King. 

He said, “Tyson Fury 
can hit but doesn't come 
close to my power. I punch 
harder than Tyson Fury.” 

I n  A p r i l ,  A j a g b a 
k n o c k e d  o u t  B r i a n 

Howard, earning him an 
invitation to Fury's training 
camp ahead of  his fight 
with Wilder. He claims 
Fury's trainers believe he 
has the same power as 
Wilder, making him a 
fitting sparring partner.

He said, “It was an 
explosive knockout, so 
they brought me in because 
they believed I had the 
same knockout power like 
Wilder. The punches that 
he threw (during sparring), 
I could take them. (But) 
he's been in the game for 
years before he became 
world champion. He's 
fought the top guys. 

“I can tell you that I've 
learned a lot from the 

 Saudi takeover of  

AE n g l i s h  P r e m i e r 
League club Newcastle 

edged closer on Wednesday it 
has been revealed even as the 
Gulf  State is reportedly set to lift 
ban on Qatar based beIN Sports.

The broadcaster, which 
holds the rights to the Premier 
League in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA), was 
banned by Saudi Arabia in 2017 
at the start of  a diplomatic and 
transport blockade of  Qatar 
which ended in January.

A consortium featuring 
S a u d i  A r a b i a ' s  P u b l i c 
Investment Fund, Amanda 
Staveley's PCP Capital Partners 

and the  Reuben Brothers 
withdrew its offer for Newcastle 
in 2020 following a long wait to 
approve the deal.

Last December, the Premier 
League and beIN announced a 
new rights deal worth a reported 
$500 million for the MENA 
region that will run until 2025.

British newspaper reports 
said 19 of  the 20 English top-
flight clubs supported the deal, 
with Newcastle the only club to 
vote against.

T h e  t a k e o v e r  c o u l d 
transform the fortunes of  the 
Magpies, who have not won a 
major trophy since 1969.

c h a m p i o n ;  h e ' s  ve r y 
awkward, he's a big guy, he 
has a long reach. I have a 
long reach too and I'm a 
heavy puncher but he has a 
lot of  experience so I 
learned so much from him 
in camp.” 

The 27-year-old will 
face the undefeated Frank 
Sanchez at the T-Mobile 
Arena in Nevada, taking a 
shot at the Cuban's WBC 
Continental  Americas 
heavyweight title. 

Sanchez boasts  13 
knockouts from his 18 wins 
while Ajagba sports a 
perfect professional record 
of  15 wins from 15 fights, 
with 12 of  them coming by 
knockout. 

ionel Messi insisted he Ldid not make a mistake 
leaving boyhood club, 

Barcelona FC for Ligue 1 giants 
Paris Saint-Germain.

Messi joined PSG on a free 
transfer after Barca were unable 
to re-sign the six-time Ballon 
d 'Or winner due to their 
financial crisis.

It ended Messi 's long-
standing association with 
Barca, having made his senior 
d e b u t  f o r  t h e  L a L i g a 
powerhouse in 2004-05.

Messi won 35 trophies at 
Camp Nou, scoring a record 
6 7 2  g o a l s  a c r o s s  a l l 
competitions.

Now settling into life with 
PSG in the French capital, 
Messi said he is happy with his 
decision.

“I didn't make a mistake in 
going to PSG,” Messi told 
France Football in a preview of  
his interview, which will be 
published in full on Saturday.

Since making the move to 
PSG, Messi has scored once – a 
g o a l  i n  t h e  c l u b ' s  2 - 0 
Champions League win over 
Manchester City.

The 34-year-old is yet to 
find the back of  the net in Ligue 
1, where PSG suffered a shock 
2-0 loss at Rennes last week.

It snapped PSG's perfect 

start to the league season after 
eight consecutive wins, though 
Messi's men are still six points 
clear atop the table through 
nine rounds.

Victor Osimhen named Serie A player of the month

Leaving Barcelona for PSG
not a mistake – Messi

I punch harder than Tyson Fury
– Nigerian boxer, Efe Ajagba

Newcastle moving
closer to Saudi takeover

Messi

Efe Ajagba (L) in action

Osimhen



Friday, October 8, 2021 Page 19

SPORTS
round stoppage.

Saturday's fight was 
scheduled for July 24 before 
Fury's positive COVID-19 
test forced a postponement.

Wilder,  spor t ing  a 
blood red track suit with the 
words “Eye for an eye” 
written on it in Russian, 
appeared more relaxed, 
saying he had “nothing to 
lose and everything to gain” 
in the fight.

“I'm in a great place, a 
great state of  mind,” Wilder 
said.

“There's nothing to 
prove at all. This right here 
in redemption, retaliation 
and retribution.”

Wilder's trainer Malik 
Scott said the two have been 
working to expand the 
knockout artist's toolbox 
while Fury's trainer Sugar 
Hill Steward said their focus 
has been on fine-tuning the 
“already exceptional” Fury.

The winner is expected 
to face Oleksandr Usyk, 
who holds the other three 
t i t les,  for  a chance to 
become the first undisputed 
heavyweight champion 
since Lenox Lewis 21 years 
ago. 

o r m e r  B a r c e l o n a Fstriker, Gary Lineker 
has revealed why it 

will be difficult for any other 
player to overcome Paris 
Saint -Germain 's  Lionel 
Messi for this year's Ballon d' 
Or.

Lineker believes Messi 
will win the Ballon d' Or 
ahead of  any other player 
because he won the Copa 
America with Argentina and 

res ident  o f  wor ld Pfootball –governing 
body, Gianni Infantino 

h a s  r e c a l l e d  b e a u t i f u l 
memories of  his visit to 
Nigeria last month where he 
met with His Excellency, 
Pres iden t  Muhammadu 
Buhari, GCFR; the First 
Lady, Dr (Mrs) Aisha Buhari 
and; a clutch of  dignitaries in 
Nigeria's political and football 
space.

In a letter personally 
addressed to President of  
Nigeria Football Federation 
and FIFA Council Member, 
Mr Amaju Melvin Pinnick 
and dated 6 October 2021, the 
world footbal l  supremo 
exulted about the meetings he 
had, the organization of  the 
maiden edition of  Aisha 
Buhari Invitational Women's 
Football Tournament and the 
p o s i t i ve  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d 
immense quality that Pinnick 
represent for Nigeria in the 
global football hemisphere.

“On behalf  of  the entire 

FIFA delegation, we would 
like to thank you for affording 
us such a cordial welcome and 
warm hospitality on the 
occasion of  our recent visit to 
Nigeria,  last  15 and 16 
September. During this two-
day visit, we have shared 
many important moments. 
C e r t a i n l y,  a m o n g  t h e 
highlights were the audiences 
with H.E. Mr Muhammadu 
Buhari, President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
as well as with the First Lady 
H. E. Mrs Aisha Buhari, in 
Abuja, the opening match of  
the 2021 Aisha Buhari Cup, 
which we attended together, 
and the wonderful dinner 
organized in Lagos.

“Let me herewith seize 
the opportunity to thank the 
President and the First Lady 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, the Minister of  
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t 
Development, Mr Sunday 
Dare, the Governor of  Lagos 
State, Mr Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, as well as yourself  and 
y o u r  t e a m  f o r  t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s 
competition, an important 

for  men and women in 
Nigeria and to ensure that this 
beautiful sport, which unites 
us all, remains a formidable 
vehicle for social inclusion 
and education, especially for 
young people.”

 It would be recalled that 
the Aisha Buhari Women's 
Football Tournament was 
organized under the theme 
Playing for Good and under 
the banner of  the First Lady's 
Future Assured Programme 
which has health, education 
and economic empowerment 
as key aspects.

 “Thanking you for all 
your efforts undertaken and 
for your contribution to the 
development of  our sport and 
the promotion of  its values in 
Nigeria and in Africa, I look 
forward, dear President, to 
seeing you again soon,” the 
FIFA President concluded in 
his letter, underscoring the 
high level of  relevance and 
political weight that Amaju 
Melvin Pinnick continues to 
pull in the global football 
space.

and successful initiative to 
promote women's football 
and its values.”

 The universal football 
family is still rhapsodizing 
about the maiden edition of  
the Aisha Buhari Invitational 
W o m e n ' s  F o o t b a l l 
Tournament, which had hosts 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, 
Morocco, South Africa and 
Mali treating football fans to 
the best of  women's football 
on the African continent in six 
d a y s  o f  f i r s t  g r a d e 
entertainment at the Mobolaji 
Johnson Arena, Onikan, 
Lagos.

 “Please rest assured that 
this visit has reinforced our 
determination to strengthen 
the development of  football 

also he had a great first part of  
the season during his time at 
Barcelona.

Messi has won the Ballon 
d' Or for a record six times.

H i s  c l o s e s t  r iva l  i s 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ' s 
Cristiano Ronaldo, who has 
won the Ballon d' Or five 
times.

The Argentine captain is 
expected to rival Bayern 
M u n i c h ' s  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski and Chelsea 
stars Jorginho and N'Golo 
Kante for the Ballon d' Or.

 Brighton footballer 

Ahas been arrested on 
suspicion of  sexual 

assault after a woman was 
allegedly attacked in the 
Sussex town.

Sussex Police said a man 
in his 40s and a man in his 
20s were arrested following 
the alleged incident in the 
early hours of  Wednesday 
morning.

The Premier League club 
later confirmed a player was 
involved in the investigation.

A  S u s s e x  P o l i c e 
spokesperson said: “Two 
men have been arrested after 
a woman reported being 
sexually assaulted at a venue 
in Brighton, in the early 
hours of  Wednesday.

“A man in his 40s and a 
man in his 20s, both from 
Brighton, were arrested on 
suspicion of  sexual assault 
and remain in police custody 
at this time.”

A  B r i g h t o n  &  H ove 
Albion player has been 
arrested on suspicion of  
sexual assault and remains 
in police custody.

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “Brighton and 
Hove Albion are aware that 
one of  its players is assisting 
police with the investigation 
of  an alleged offence.

“The matter is subject to a 
legal process and the club is 
therefore unable to make 
further comment at this 
time.”

When asked who he 
thinks will win the Ballon d' 
Or, Lineker told Marca: “It 
will be difficult to overcome 
Messi.

“He had a great first part 
of  the season and then he 
won the Copa América with 
Argentina.”

The winner of  this year's 
B a l l o n  d '  O r  w i l l  b e 
announced at a gala event on 
November 29.

This year's gala will be 
staged at the Chatelet Theatre 
in Paris, France.

yson Fury vowed to Tknockout Deontay 
Wilder when the 

two meet for the third time 
on Saturday in Las Vegas 
with the Briton's WBC 
heavyweight title on the 
line.

The undefeated Fury 
(30 -0 -1 ) ,  who  ba t t l ed 
Wilder (42-1-1) to a draw in 
2018 before taking the belt 
from the American 20 
m o n t h s  a g o,  wa s  t h e 
aggressor in Wednesday's 
news conference, repeatedly 
b e r a t i n g  t h e  f o r m e r 
champion.

“You're a weak man 
and you're getting knocked 
out,” said Fury at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena.

“Your legacy will be in 
t a t t e r s .  To r n  t o  b i t s . 
Finished,” he added during 
a particularly heated back-
and-forth near the end of  
t h e  e ve n t ,  w h i c h  l e d 
organizers to call off  a 
planned face-off  for the 
cameras.

Fury was bothered by 
Wilder's claims that the 
“Gypsy King” cheated in 
t h e i r  l a s t  m e e t i n g  b y 
illegally tampering with his 
gloves ahead of  the seventh-

Fury promises to knockout Wilder in trilogy fight

Ballon d' Or: Why It'll be difficult to
overcome Lionel Messi

Infantino ecstatic
over meetings with
President Buhari,
First Lady

Brighton footballer
arrested on suspicion
of sexual assaultMessi
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because of  the sheer number of  
cars on the roads, poor state of  
roads and poor management of  
traffic. Noise pollution is also a 
major issue in these places. The 
crowd is intimidating and 
everyone wants to be heard, so 
they have to shout and blast 
with thunderous speakers and 
megaphones.

Another major concern is 
the erosion of  values that takes 
a frightening dimension in 
urban centres. The city gives 
people a very good cover for 
various levels of  evil because no 
one knows anybody beyond the 
fact that they met as neighbours 
at home or at work. This is 
unlike the village setting where 
everyone knows everyone in 
and  ou t  and  se r ves  to  
checkmate everyone.

It is easy to identify 
someone in the village and so 
people are careful not to step 
out of  line. Again, the village 
has leaders who are directly in 
charge of  all affairs and who 
are empowered to take actions 
to address any misbehavior 
promptly. Norms and values 
thrive in the villages because 
there is a system put in place to 
ensure they remain relevant.

For as long as one is in the 
village, he has to abide by these 
norms but the moment he 
mingles with the city crowd, he 
can afford to turn wild and hide 
under the anonymity provided 
by the crowd to do things he 
would not dream of  doing in 
the village.

I t  i s  a  m a r k  o f  
underdevelopment to see a 
massive number of  people 
drifting from the rural areas to 
the urban areas. What it means 
is that the government is not 
doing anything to make the 
rural areas more habitable and 
enjoyable. The goal of  every 
visionary government should 

a successful administration.
 What we have today is that 

people pray against anybody or 
anything that will send them 
back to the village. It is seen as a 
mark of  retrogression to settle 
in the village after staying in the 
city for some years. Young 
people hurriedly move to the 
city at the slightest opportunity. 
Sometimes, there is no definite 
thing they want to do there or 
even a place to stay, but they 
just want to relocate. More 

ne of  the tragedies of  

Othe modern world is 
the development of  

cities that attract people from 
the rural areas with the many 
trappings of  the good life. 
These cities are normal towns 
and villages chosen by the 
powers that be at different times 
to be given special attention 
with development efforts being 
concentrated in and around 
them. 

It is in these places that one 
finds the tallest buildings, the 
bes t  schools,  hosp i ta l s,  
factories, recreation parks, 
night clubs, and biggest 
markets and so on. Electric 
power supply, pipe-borne 
w a t e r ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
networks, good roads, bridges, 
flyovers and so on are also part 
of  the wonder of  the city that 
d raws  peop le  f rom the  
hinterlands to them. 

Over time, these ingredients 
of  the good life have come to be 
associated with urban centres 
e x c l u s i v e l y,  m a k i n g  i t  
imperative that anyone who 
wishes to experience the good 
life should pack his baggage 
and join the city crowd.  

This situation has given rise 
to cities that are fast losing the 
necessary factors that enables a 
place to support life. There is 
overcrowding in residential 
houses, in the commercial 
vehicles, on the streets and 
roads and virtually everywhere.

There is poor management 
of  the huge piles of  refuse 
generated by the massive crowd 
that makes up every nook and 
cranny of  these urban centres. 
The nuisance effect of  liquid, 
gaseous and solid waste makes 
life unbearable in some parts of  
the cities where human beings 
are forced to live in.

Traffic gridlocks are regular 
features of  city centres mainly 

be to make the villages so 
attractive that people will be 
happy and willing to reside and 
do business there. Please before 
you start beating your chest 
about your achievements in 
office; tell us the urban-rural 
migration index under your 
watch. It is the single most 
important index of  measuring 

mo State Governor, Senator IHope Uzodinma has insisted 
tha t  r evenue  a l loca t ion 

formula must be anchored on fiscal 
discipline and sense of  ownership.

The Governor spoke when he 
d e c l a r e d  o p e n ,  t h e  F i s c a l 
Allocation Commission review 
sensitization exercise in Owerri 
Wednesday.

He encouraged stakeholders 
and leaders of  thought drawn from 
the public and private sectors to 
participate effectively in the 
sensitization program.

He harped on the need to 
prepare their submissions for a 
public hearing that will hold on 
October 23 and 14, 2021.

Governor Uzodimma said the 
s e n s i t i z a t i o n  i s  " a  g o l d e n 
opportunity to look at the revenue 
allocation holistically and for 
those who have been writing 
petitions, expressing disgust on the 
current formula used in the sharing 
of  Federal Revenue since 1992 to 
use the opportunity and make 
credible submission

The governor expressed dismay 
over the level of  environmental 
degradation in the oil producing 
areas, especially in Imo State 
which he said "is very monumental 
and devastating".

Uzodimma lamented the 
pollution of  our rivers, seas, the 
farm lands, saying that while the 
fishes are dying and the lands no 
longer fertile for production, 
"there must be special provision 

tha t  w i l l  t ake  ca re  o f  o i l 
p r o d u c i n g  o r  b e a r i n g 
Communities." 

He said the attitude of  oil 
companies in most communities 
is very worrisome as they only 
enter into MOUs that create 
confusion and bring quarrels and 
conflicts in the communities 
i n s t e a d  o f  h e l p i n g  t h e 
communities to develop their 
infrastructure, education, health, 
electricity, roads as is obtainable 
in the developed world 

He therefore insisted on a 
revenue allocation formula that 
"will introduce fiscal discipline 
and sense of  ownership to the 
citizens as that is the only way 
both the Government and the 
people would be happy with the 
Federal Government and the 
Revenue Mobilization and fiscal 
Commission."

Briefing the audience on the 
essence of  the sensitization, the 
F e d e r a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r 
representing Imo and Abia in the 
Revenue Mobilization and Fiscal 
Commission, Chief  Alozie 
Akomas explained that the 
Review is a constitutional matter 
that ought to take place every five 
years. 

H e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e 
Commission is desirous of  
producing an acceptable revenue 
formula that will satisfy the 
yearnings of  Nigerians, hence the 
essence of  the nat ionwide 
sensitization and public hearing.

o
f t e
n t h a n  
n o n e ,  t h e y  
become nuisances to the urban 
centres.

This should be a challenge 
to our leaders in this country. 
We need to see more urban-
rural migration as a solution to 
the issue of  crime, epidemics 
and chaos. Just building one 
big factory that is functional in 
every local government area 
can do the magic of  reducing 
the population of  the city by a 
significant number.

Provision of  regular power 
supply everywhere and not just 
the cities will also help a great 
deal.

Water supply should be a 
priority of  every government. 
There are still many rural 
communities where the only 
source of  drinking water is a 
stream or even a pond. Another 
impor tant  factor  i s  the  
construction of  roads. 

Sometime ago, we traveled 
to somewhere in Itumbuzo 
area and could not believe that 
the people belonged to any 
state in Nigeria. Their road is a 
national shame. There are 
many places like that in 
Okigwe,  Ehime Mbano,  
Mbieri, Uzoagba and so on. 
Just give them roads and you 
would have done a great deal 
towards encouraging people to 
stay in their natural habitat. 

I am saying here that the 
drift from the rural areas to the 
urban centres is actually a 
refugee movement but one that 
can be stopped by paying more 
attention to the rural areas and 
rescuing them from those 
conditions that force them to 
join the city crowd and worsen 
an already bad situation. This is 
the kind of  change that will 
make sense to the ordinary 
Nigerian.

Truth be told
With Nnenna Ihebom
Email: Pihebom@yahoo.com

Urban mass drift, mark of
underdevelopment

Sex conversations for
a successful relationship

Nigerian meals to
avoid eating before going
to bed 

Uzodimma advocates
revenue formula anchored
on fiscal discipline


