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INEC warns political parties
against identity theft in Anambra

h e  I n d e p e n d e n t TNational  Electora l 
Commission (INEC) 

has warned political parties 
participating in the November 
6 governorship election in 
Anambra State to bury any 
plan to engage in identity theft 
during the poll.

INEC spokesperson, Festus 
Okoye, gave the warning at a 
one-day forum organised by 
the Commission Press Corps in 
Abuja on Wednesday.

The event was organised by 
members of  the corps to 
d i scuss  the  for thcoming 
election in particular and 
future ones. Okoye, who 
represented INEC Chairman, 
Mahmood Yakubu, said all is 
in full gear to attain the 
commission's objectives in the 
state.

He expressed confidence in 
the new device introduced by 
the commission, Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System 
(BVAS), which he said would 
end double voting. “The 
Commission will also deploy 
relevant and appropriate 
technology for the conduct of  
t h e  A n a m b r a  S t a t e 
Governorship election. To this 
end, the Commission will 

deploy the Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) 
for the accreditation of  voters.

“The bimodal accreditation 
system will use fingerprints or 
facials for efficient voter 
accreditation. Therefore, those 
engaged in identity theft must 
steer clear of  the polling units 
in Anambra State as only 
voters  tha t  a re  proper ly 
authenticated using their 
fingerprints or facials will be 
allowed to vote,” he warned. 
Okoye pegged the total number 
of  currently registered voters in 
the state at 2,447,996.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 
commission has recorded 
substantial breakthroughs in 
replacing some of  its assets and 
election materials torched by 
arsonists in the state earlier this 
year while those yet to be 
completed will be delivered in a 
matter of  days.

However, the Commission, 
on Wednesday, expressed its 
willingness to conduct the state 
election amidst the threat of  
insecurity in the state but will 
not compromise the safety of  
not only the electorates but also 
its staff  and corps members 
who will be serving the nation 
through the exercise.
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xactly this time 61 years ago, Eadult Nigerians were all full 
of joy as they celebrated their 

freedom from colonial rule. They 
waved a perpetual goodbye to Britain 
and their Union Jack, and welcomed 
Nigeria's green –white – white flag. 
Enthusiasm and great expectations 
greeted the air. Sadly, less than six 
years into the new groove, failure and 
disappointment already descended 
wantonly like a thunderstorm to the 
utter displeasure of most Nigerians. 

First, the election that ushered 
–in independence on December 12, 
1959, was outrageously conducted 
not to favour either of the two 
political big weights from southern 
Nigeria namely Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 
and Chief  Obafemi Awolowo. 
Before the December 12, 1959 
parliamentary election, the feudal 
North led by the iconic Sir Ahmadu 
Bello had more than twice threatened 
to quit the union on the grounds that 
“north and south” could not work 
harmoniously together. On all the 
occasions the great Zik of Africa 
talked him back and assured him of 
“one Nigeria”. On the eve of 
independence, the Yoruba leader.

d e r,  t h e  l e ge n d a r y  Awo  
requested that the word “secession” 
be inscribed into the constitution so 
that any of the three regions that felt 
calling it quits at any material time 
could go its way. Again, Zik 
vehemently opposed that idea as he 
m u t e d  t h a t  N i g e r i a  w a s  
“indissoluble”. 

For reasons not quite clear then, 
the exiting British authorities created 
more constituencies in the North 
than the South and even made the 
landmass of the former to be almost 
bigger than the latter. With that 
awkward posturing, Zik's NCNC 
that polled more than two million 
votes got from across the country was 
never announced the winner of the 
election – because it was revealed 
that the prime minister would be the 
leader of the party with more seats in 
the parliament not the party with the 
majority of votes from the masses of 
Nigeria. Thus, the NPC that was 
favored with more constituencies 
and so unsurprisingly won more 
seats in the parliament, not NCNC 
that got majority of votes cast, 
produced the prime minister. It 

meant that, Tafawa Balewa, not Zik, 
was the country's first executive 
national leader! Both Nigeria and 
Nigerians were certainly not 
prepared for that shocker. 

Of course Nigeria wobbled and 
fumbled until the five majors struck 
too rudely on January 15, 1966, 
announcing the first ever coup in the 
country. At first, the coup was highly 
and roundly welcomed nationally. 
Few days later, fifth columnists went 
to work and labeled the affair an Igbo 
c o u p .  T h a t  w a s  h o w  t h e  
administration of the late General 
Aguiyi Ironsi was demonized as 
being for only Ndigbo and by Ndigbo. 
The height of it all his Unification 
Decree 34 innocently meant for him 
to effectively govern to the best of his 
ability. Unfortunately, the northern 
elements were hell bent on a revenge 
mission. Just 192 days into Ironsi's 
regime, the North struck with a 
counter coup on July 29, 1966, 
assassinating the commander in 
chief and killing about 200 senior 
military officers. From there, it was 
killings all over the North and Igbo 
wards were the targets. 

The Eastern military governor, 
Colonel Ojukwu insisted that 
Colonel Yakubu Gowon who had 
announced himself as the new head 
of state was not the rightful person to 
ascend the throne. He could not 
agree with Gowon, even after the 
much talked about Aburi Conference 
where Gowon agreed for a con-
federal structure but reneged upon 
arrival to Nigeria. Thus, Ojukwu 
made the famous “On Aburi we 
stand” statement. The Federal 
Government replied by creating the 
12 –state arrangement and Ojukwu 
responded by declaring the East as 
Republic of Biafra. And Gowon 
declared war on Biafra which 
consumed over two million people. 

Since 1970 when the war ended 
till now, it has been one blunder to 
the other, either from military 
administrators or civilian leaders. 
Things have never been quite in good 
shape. The education sector, health, 
agriculture, energy, sports sectors 
and other sectors as well are not 
really working. Nigerians are angry 
and hungry. After 61 years, Nigeria 
still does not work due to a terribly 
bad and poor foundation. 
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the true wishes of  the majority of  
the independent and conscientious 
voters of  the State residency. 

According to them, the scientific 
rigging was perpetrated and 
perfected through widespread 
p rocurement  o f  PVCs  and  
uploading of  same via INEC servers 
as “validly cast votes” and 
legitimized by thump-printing of  
ballot papers in secret places to tally 
with the number of  the uploaded 
PVCs. 

Intersociety alleged that this was 
to the extent that a total of  8,540 
ballot papers in 2017 could not be 
thump-printed, only for INEC to 
turn around and falsely declare 
them as “8,540 accredited voters 
who did not vote”.

The group also said that the 2017 
scientific rigging and massive vote-
buying then were made possible by 
IPOB's declaration of  “no more 
elections in Anambra State” as well 
as tensions, panics and fears created 
by deployed security agencies 
through the issuance of  security 
threats and show of  force, forcing 
the majority of  the voters to stay 
indoors. 

"Today, rigger-politicians, the 
renegades and the security agencies 
particularly the Nigeria Police Force 
are back and at it again. They not 
only creating fears and tensions but 
also aligning with offensive violent 
groups to scare conscientious voters 
away and allow rigger-politicians a 
field day to rig scientifically through 
procurement and uploading of  
PVCs and manually through 
massive thump-printing of  ballot 
papers ahead of  the election and 
widespread vote-buying on election 
day. 

"This is to the extent that one 
million “dead votes” may be lying 
somewhere in Imo State waiting for 
release in the morning of  November 
7 as “votes scored by a candidate 
that scored the highest lawful votes 
cast”.  "Therefore, it may be correct 
to say that INEC's Imo facilities 
have already been in use before the 
announcement of  intent to use 
same."

The group, therefore, said that in 
truth and fairness to IPOB 
leadership, the organization is not 
involved in the ongoing spate of  
killings and other forms of  offensive 
violence in Anambra State.

Intersociety said that it is a truism 
that the results of  the Anambra's 
November 2017 governorship poll 
were majorly a combination of  
scientific rigging and mechanical 
demography through massive vote-
buying. 

The group said that the 2017 
results were too far from reflecting 

The group said that because such 
renegades are semi-independent 
and not armed political thugs are 
recruited, paid and controlled by 
rigger-politicians, controlling them 
especially in the area of  use of  arms 
and other forms of  offensive 
violence may be difficult. 

Intersociety also said that rigger-
politicians may also be interested or 
restricted to using them to scare and 
chase away the majority of  the 
voters to have a field day at 
“winning” with procured PVCs and 
votes.

that fell out with the mainstream 
IPOB and distanced themselves 
from the rules and principles of  the 
organization such as principles 
forbidding the killing of  unarmed 
and nonviolent civilian citizens 
particularly cannot be exonerated 
from the insecurity in Anambra.

The group said that such 
renegades may also include some 
aggrieved former IPOB 'Comrades' 
who may have left and formed 
discreet variant IPOB groups with 
'extremist radicalism' such as 
indiscriminate use of  offensive 
violence and resort to ostentatious 
materialism as their modus 
operandi. 

Intersociety said that the 
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  N i g e r i a n  
government execution or hit squads 
for purpose of  impersonating, 
stigmatizing and criminalizing 
IPOB and ESN is also not ruled out. 

The group said that former IPOB 
'comrades' or renegades are also 
behind the enforcement of  the 
'Monday Sit-at-Home' across Igbo 
land despite the same been 
repeatedly banned or suspended by 
the leadership of  IPOB.

Intersociety revealed that there is 
an alliance between such renegades 
and rigger-politicians to rig the 
Anambra poll as such renegades 
who are most likely to have access to 
arms will serve as a willing tool for 
violence.

The group condemned strongly 
the brutal killing of  Dr. Chike 
Akunyili, other senseless killings 
and other forms of  offensive 
violence in Anambra in recent 
weeks, leading to the death of  not 
less than ten unarmed citizens and 
the burning of  automobiles.

Intersociety said that with resort 
to indiscriminate use of  small arms 
and other forms of  offensive 
violence, anybody including the 
recently murdered Dr. Chike 
Akunyili and some political parties' 
agents and burning of  their 
campaign vehicles, can be their 
targeted or collateral victims.

he International Society for TCivil Liberties and Rule of  
Law (Intersociety) has raised 

an alarm that the current wave of  
violence in Anambra State is only a 
move to ensure that the forthcoming 
governorship will be rigged against 
the wish of  the people.

Intersociety further blamed the 
trio of  rigger-politicians, former 
IPOB members (renegades) and the 
Nigeria Police Force on the new 
wave and maddening rate of  killing 
of  defenseless citizens and infliction 
of  fears, panics and apprehensions 
on the general citizens of  Anambra 
State.

A statement endorsed by the 
Principal Officers of  Intersociety,  
Emeka Umeagbalalsi, Obianuju 
I g b o e l i  E s q ,  C h i d i m m a  
Udegbunam, Esq said that their 
investigative findings have made 
them take a strong position that what 
is happening in Anambra is a 
complete dangerous political 
strategy.

Intersociety said that the latest 
dastardly acts are geared towards 
scaring and chasing independent 
voters away to scientifically rig the 
November 6 governorship poll as 
was the case in the November 2017 
governorship election.

The group said the rigging, this 
time, is also perpetrated through 
'massive procurement and uploading 
of  PVCs (as “valid votes cast”) as 
well as widespread vote-buying on 
election day”. 

"By our recent investigation, the 
results of  the Nov ember 6 
governorship election are already 
perfected and stored in secret safe 
custody and the more number of  
independent voters scared away 
from voting, the chances of  the 
million tag 'dead votes' seeing the 
light of  the day and the more number 
of  independent voters who are able 
or willing to vote, the slim chances 
for the survival of  the 'dead votes'," 
they said.

Intersociety said that some people 

Soludo

Anambra 2021: 2017 rigging strategy repeating 
itself - Intersociety
...Faults politicians, police, IPOB renegades over killings

...Exonerates leadership of  IPOB in ongoing spate of  killings

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Yakubu Usman Kanu

Nigeria at 61: APC calls for
political, religious tolerance

he Al l  Progress ives TCongress (APC) has 
called for religious and 

poli t ical  tolerance among 
citizens across board in order to 
strengthen unity of  the country.

The party made this call 
through its Imo State Caretaker 
Committee Chairman, Prince 
Marcillinus Nlemigbo, while 
briefing journalists at the party's 
office Owerri, on Thursday.

N l e m i g b o  s a i d  d e s p i t e 
cha l l enges  o f  in secur i ty, 
corruption and graft, ethno 
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
differences the country under 
the leadership of  President 
Mohammadu Buhari Nigeria 
has achieved tremendously at 61 
years, saying APC has restored 
the economy of  the country as 
well as winning the war against 
graft.

According to him, "as we 
felicitate with Imolites and 
Nigerians in general on this 
occasion of  Nigeria at 61, we 
wish to reiterate our call for 
unity as well as political and 
religious tolerance among 

Nigerians. It is our common 
faith that our strength as a nation 
lies in diversity. We must 
continue to respect our ethno 
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
differences to achieve a peaceful 
and prosperous nation on the 
sacred foundation of  justice, 
equity and fairness".

The party appreciated Imo 
people for their support and 
unflinching solidarity to the 
A P C  l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
championed by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, assuring them that 
their confidence and support to 
this administration and our 
party will never be taken for 
granted, as we remain focused 
and committed to the overall 
wellbeing of  the people. 

The Deputy Chairman of  
I m o  S t a t e  A P C ,  H o n . 
Ugochukwu Nzekwe, thanked 
G o d  f o r  k e e p i n g  a n d 
strengthening them to witness 
6 1  y e a r s  i n d e p e n d e n c e 
anniversary of  Nigeria, stating 
that "it is a thing of  joy that APC 
and Buhari are still on board 
d r i v i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  
development."

By Ikenna Orioha



vulnerable in the state. He 
observed that Red Cross 
Society, as a humanitarian 
organisation will continue to 
assist  in tackling and 
responding to emergencies 
across the country.

He disclosed that hundred 
beneficiaries  from the 
affected areas in the state 
have benefitted from the 
gesture, noting that similar 
exercises is currently going 
on simultaneously in Benue, 
Nassarawa, Bauchi, Gombe 
Yobe and Delta states 
respectively. 

W h i l e  t h a n k i n g  t h e  
collaborating bodies for their 
kind support, Ikechukwu, 
appealed to the affected 
states government, religion 
b o d i e s ,  c o r p o r a t e  
organisations and other well-
to-do individuals in the 
country to assist.

On his part , the State 
Executive Secretary of  the 
Re d  C r o s s ,  E n g i n e e r  
Kingsley Okoye while  
itemizing the relief  materials 
to include bags of  garri, palm 
oil, vegetable oil, sleeping 
mats, bathroom sleepers, 
blankets, tooth-paste, toilet -
tissues, plastic cups for 
drinking, sachets of  bathing 
soap, Cereals, beddings, salt, 
buckets amongst others , said 

L ive  ( R F L ) /  S u p p o r t  
Services, Nigerian Red 
C r o s s ,  A b u j a ,  M r .  
Ikechukwu Okoro, said the 
distribution of  the relief  
materials, supported by the 
ECOWAS and Ministry of  
Humanitarian Affairs, was 
to cushion the effect of  the 
flood disaster as well as 
alleviate the plight of  the 

Ogbaru local government 
and Abohfomili in Awka 
N o r t h  C o u n c i l  a r e a  
respectively.

Presenting the items, while 
flagging off  the exercise for 
the people of  Ossomala 
community at St. Patrick's  
Nursary & Primary School, 
Ossomala, on Tuesday,  the 
Director, Restoring Family 

materials worth six million 
five hundred thousand naira 
t o  ove r  o n e  h u n d r e d  
vulnerable  households  
affected by the 2020 flood in 
Anambra state.

News Echo gathered that 
t h e  f l a g  o f f  o f  t h e  
distribution was held within 
the various flood affected 
communities of  Ossomala in 

he Nigerian Red TCross Society, in 
collaboration with 

the Economic Community 
of  West Africa States 
(ECOWAS) and Federal 
Ministry of  Disaster & 
Humanitarian Affairs, in 
response to the affected states 
have distr ibuted rel ief  
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the criteria for distribution of  
the materials included 
childhood family, female 
headed families, vulnerable 
mothers, chronic disease and 
disability, as well as lactating 
and pregnant mothers.

He pointing out that, out 
of  the uncountable families 
affected by the 2020 flood 
disaster in Anambra state, 
the organization is selecting 
the 100 more devastated 
families for the gesture.

T h e  A s s i s t a n t  
Coord ina tor,  Disas te r  
Management/RFL, Red 
Cross Abuja, Mrs. Angela 
Francis while advising the 
beneficiaries to judiciously 
utilize the items, noted that 
the selection was made by 
NEMA, SEMA and the 
a f fec ted  communi t ie s '  
leaders.

She explained that the 
organization could not 
distribute the items last year, 
due to lockdown of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 Madam Oju Maurice 
Ojukwu, who spoke on 
behalf  of  others, disclosed 
that they lost all their 
property to the 2020 flood 
disaster, but appreciated the 
organizat ion for  their  
commitment in alleviating 
their plight.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

Flood:  Red Cross, ECOWAS distribute relief 
materials to 100 households in Anambra

itizens of  Imo State 

Chave been advised to get 
vaccinated in order to 

live healthy as well as prevent 
contraction of  the deadly 
c o r o n a v i r u s  a t  I m o  
communities.

The advice for Covid-19 
vaccination was given by the 
Imo State Director of  National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Ngozi Ekeoba, during an 
enlightenment program on 
vaccination against Covid- 19 
contraction and prevention 
organized by NOA with support 
f rom UNICEF involving 
Presidents- General, Women 
Leaders and health workers of  
Okigwe Senatorial District held 
on Tuesday at Central School 
Anara, Isiala Mbano Local 
Government Area, Imo State.

Advising the leaders to liaise 
with Heads of  Departments of  
Primary Healthcare of  the state 
to enable those who did not 

vaccinate to do so without much 
stress, Ekeoba encouraged 
people to utilize the opportunity 
to boost their health, hinting 
that prevention of  disease is 
better than curing it as health is 
wealth.

The NOA State Director 
harped that "there is no 
evidence that the Covid-19 
va c c i n e  a f f e c t s  f e r t i l i t y  
negatively. Side effects are 
shor t-term. Some people 
experience pain at the infection 
site, body aches, headaches or 
fever lasting for a day or two. 
These are signs that the vaccine 
is working to stimulate your 
immune system. The vaccine is 
meant to protect you from 
Covid-19 infection. Once your 
vaccination doses are complete, 
you become protected".

She frowned against poor 
vaccination in Imo despite that 
the vaccine is free, counseling 
those who had taken the first jab 
(dose) to ensure they take the 
second jab. "NOA, supported 

by UNICEF, has gone round the 
3 Senatorial Zones of  Imo State: 
Orlu, Okigwe and Owerri and 
enlightened their Presidents- 
General and Women Leaders 
on the need for their people to 
take Covid-19 vaccination to 
p r e v e n t  c o m m u n i t y  
transmission and on best 
strategy to adopt in persuading 
their people to go for the 
vaccine. Many people have 
testified that they did not have 
any problem after taken the 
vaccine. So, people should 
dispel all conspiracy theories 
against the vaccine which is 
efficacious".

Just as the Lead Resource 
Person for UNICEF, Vitus 
Ekeocha, told the Town Union 
Pres idents -  General  and 
Women Leaders to properly 
direct their subjects to the 
a p p r ove d  o r  d e s i g n a t e d  
healthcare centres to access the 
Covid-19 vaccine. 

"Organize yourselves and 
work with HODs of  the various 

local governments to access the 
vaccine. There are not enough 
vaccines and the little ones at 
hand are being scrambled for. 
This is the second phase of  the 
vaccine. So, the earlier you take 
it, the better for you as it 
prevents virus. Private doctors 
are charging huge money to 
cure such a  disease", Ekecha 
added.

Responding, on behalf  of  
the leaders, President-General 
of  Ihitte- Ihube autonomous 
community of  Okigwe LGA 
and National Secretary of  all 
Town Unions of  Imo State, 
Chief  Monday Ikeokwu, 
assured of  compliance to the 
vaccine as he described the 
awareness program as timely 
and essential, saying it was 
good that state and federal 
governments have decided to 
rise to their responsibility and 
are doing well in curing and 
p r e v e n t i n g  C o v i d - 1 9  
pandemic.

COVID-19: NOA, UNICEF urge Imo 
communities on vaccination
By Ikenna Orioha

In another development, the 
President- Generals of  Okigwe 
senatorial zone, have called on 
the state government to ensure 
that the healthcare centres are 
decentralized.

 President- General of  
U m u d u r u - O g w e l l e  
autonomous community 
(Umueze-Owerre) of  Ehime 
Mbano, Sir Dennis Nganya, 
disclosed that such was 
necessary considering the 
geographical spread of  the 
vaccination centres which 
demoralize people from 
accessing the drugs.

Nganya who thanked NOA 
a n d  U N I C E F  f o r  t h e  
awareness program against 
Covid-  19,  urged those 
concerned to do the needful by 
" d e c e n t r a l i z i n g  t h e  
vaccination centres so that 
m a n y  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  
accommodated especially that 
the economy is having adverse 

effect  on most  people 
particularly low income 
earners. Hence, Head of  
Departments of  Primary 
Healthcare, NOA and leaders 
of  various communities in 
the zone should form synergy 
to ensure that the people are 
thorough ly  vacc ina ted  
without much stress".

Commenting, President- 
General  of  Umuolowo 
autonomous community of  
Obowo LGA, Chief  Kenneth 
Nnamdi Onuoha (Agunogu), 
said the program against 
Covid- 19 infection was 
germane because most 
people do not believe that 
Covid- 19 is real. He urged 
the people of  Umuolowo to 
come out and get vaccinated 
in order to save their lives. He 
lauded NOA and UNICEF 
for organizing the campaign 
which he described as life- 
saving program.

NOA, UNICEF during Covid-19 vaccination enlightenment program involving Presidents- General and Women Leaders 
of Okigwe Zone held at Central School Anara, Isiala Mbano LGA, Imo State, last Tuesday.
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ig Brother Naija Bseason 6 housemate, 
Liquorose who is 

one of  the finalist has said 
that she is optimistic she 
will be the one to win the 90 

ig Brother Naija, Bseason 6 finalists, 
Cross has warned 

Angel to stop having mood 
swings with him in the 
house.

Angel on Wednesday 
night became sober and 
retired to her bed not talking 
with any housemate.

Cross approached her in 
the room, insisting that she 
should stop such attitude.

Speaking to Angel , 
Cross said: “You've started 
with this behavior and you 
know I don't like it. If  this is 
how you cope don't do that 
with me. If  you want to do 
that wait till Monday.

“Once you start having 
connection with me, you 
can't decide to stay in one 
place and get moody.

“It's not going to work 
for me. It's either you evict 
me out of  this house or you 
find a way to evict yourself,” 
Cross warned Angel.

ig Brother Naija BSeason 6 housemate, 
Whitemoney, has 

revealed that he is not ready 
for marriage.

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  a 
discussion with Pere and 
Liquorose on Thursday, 
Whitemoney said he's not 
ready to settle down because 
he wants to be financially 
stable.

He further noted that he 

plans to build his finances 
and be stable enough to 
cater to his family.

“Yes I  want  to  get 
married but I'm not ready. 
This first year is to build my 
finances and stability.

“I'm not mind-ready 
yet. At all. I'm mind-ready 
fo r  someth ing  tha t  i s 
important, not marriage 
now.

“My finances need to be 

strong and my background 
has to be solid so that when 
my wife is coming, she's 
coming into a comfortable 
home. Just one or two years 

for now,” he said.
Pere, however, said he 

was mind-ready and once 
he sees a deserving woman, 
he'll get married.

i g  B r o t h e r BNaija,'Shine Ya Eye' 
housemate, Pere has 

disclosed how he intends to 
utilize the prize money 
should he emerge winner of  
the season.

T h e  3 6 - y e a r - o l d 
h o u s e m a t e  m a d e  t h e 
revelation during his diary 
session with Biggie.

Pere revealed that he 
hopes to invest heavily in 
giving back to the society 
and is currently considering 
s e t t i n g  u p  a  c h a r i t y 
organization.

"I ' l l  f ind ways and 
avenues to give back to 
society; give back to the 
people who made it possible 
and just all around, be a 
blessing to humanity. I'm 
thinking about NGOs and 
different things in my head 
as well, to help me achieve 
that goal.” the housemate 
said.

In the heart to heart 
session with Big Brother, the 
36-year-old former US 

soldier revealed that he 
h o p e s  t o  h e l p  r a i s e 
awareness for Asthma in 
children as he battled the 
ailment as a child until he 
turned 22.

“I was six months old 
when I started suffering from 
asthma and I had it up until I 
was 22. So as someone that 
suffered from asthma for 22 
years, I'll set something up to 
h e l p  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e 
suffering from that as well. 
Sounds like a lot but I'm sure 

I can do it. Yeah, that's what 
I'll do,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pere won 
himself  a brand new car on 
Tuesday from one of  the 
final sponsored games. 
Recall the housemate almost 
missed a shot at the finals 
after Big Brother introduced 
a game twist that saw him 
compete alongside Angel for 
a spot even though he won 
over 20% of  fan votes.

million grand prize.
Liquorose said this 

during his diary session 
with Biggie.

She noted that after she 
wins, WhiteMoney will be 
the first runner up, Cross 
will be the second, Pere 3rd 
whi l e  Emmanue l  and 

Angel will be the 4th and 
5th respectively.

”I strongly believe that I 
will be the winner for this 
seasons show having made 
it this far. I'm sure there's 
something that I'm doing 
that's keeping the viewers 

out there entertained.
”However, if  I  win 

WhiteMoney will be the 
first runner up, Cross will 
be the second, Pere 3rd 
whi l e  Emmanue l  and 
Angel will be the 4th and 
5th respectively,” she said.

Stories by Glory Ugochukwu

Liquorose names housemates to emerge first,
second, third, others

Pere reveals how he intends to
spend N90 million prize

You either evict me or stop
being moody
– Cross warns Angel

Why I’m not ready for marriage
– Whitemoney

Liquorose

Pere

WhitemoneyAngelCross
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The most unfortunate thing about 
the old order is that it lacks 
collective agenda - what we as a 
people want to achieve and how we 
want our country to be in the short 
and long terms. The five sets of  
people in Nigeria with their separate 
agenda are: 1) The people that like 
to occupy leadership positions 2) 
The people that want to continue to 
do white collar jobs with school 
certificates 3) The people that are 
after available space anywhere in 
the country to establish businesses 
4) The people that want to defend 
the resources in their land and 5) 
The people that want to secede from 
Nigeria to form their own countries. 
These five sets of  people are driven 
by four items of  the old order which 
include going to school, going to the 
church and or mosque, doing 
selected kinds of  businesses and 
relying on political power as the 
ultimate means of  solution. More so 
they are more interested in taking 
from Nigeria than giving to the 
country. That is the major reason 
why Nigeria is not working and why 
we need to reinvent, retool and 
rework our system. Let me make a 
clear observation as God inspired 
me to understand. The major causes 
of  insecurity in Nigeria are poverty, 
hatred, discrimination, lack of  
interest in hard-work – in other 
words laziness - and inordinate 
quest for political power. But, what 
are the causes of  poverty and others 
mentioned above? The causes of  
poverty and other things fueling 
insecurity are rooted in our system 
which seems to lay greater emphasis 
on protecting our geopolitical 
interests and inheritance than 
building a progressive, equitable 
system that delivers the common 
good to the greater majority. And 
yet, as we may know the emphasis 
on where we come from and 
inheritance attached thereto, limit 
our religious and economic 
capabilities and freedom. People 
stick to what their fathers did in the 
past and, consequently, they cannot 
develop functional industries and 
businesses in key areas of  the 
modern global economy such as 
agriculture, medicine, chemical, 
textile/garment, raw materials, 
sports and technology. As a result of  
this inability to develop enterprises 
and businesses in the modern 
economy, we rely on political power 
as the ultimate solution to our 
problems. That is why there 
agitating of  Biafra, Restructuring 
and zoning. At this modern age we 
are more interested in zoning and 
rotation of  power than in electing 
the right kinds of  people to lead the 
country aright, irrespective of  place 
of  origin, creed or religion. 

What is your take on the 2023 
general elections, particularly the 
Presidential poll? 
Former governor of  Anambra State, 
Mr. Peter Obi said that there are 
more political, economic, religious 
and social tasks that are much more 

ourselves as Nigerians of  Igbo, 
Hausa, Fulani, Yoruba and other 
extractions and start seeing 
ourselves as global citizens capable 
of  doing all things. We should put 
Nigeria first with a collective 
agenda on what we want to achieve 
and how we want our country to be. 
These are the basic steps we have to 
take. The present generation of  
Nigeria is revolving around five sets 
of  people largely driven by the old 
order of  'history and inheritance'. 

reinvent, retool and rework the 
system?
Let us seek a stronger intimacy with 
God and embrace liberal and 
expanded religious and economic 
services of  love, discipline, rule of  
law and hard-work. Second, we 
have to embrace stronger intimacy 
with the world by embracing 
innovations in the context of  
civilization driven by globalization. 
Part of  the innovation is to move 
away from old order and stop seeing 

going to school in Nigeria. I think it 
is important for Nigerians to do 
introspection and use our tongues 
to count out teeth. Enough of  all 
these challenges in Nigeria in a 
world that is so sophisticated and 
advanced, please. 

*What exactly do you expect 
Nigerians to do in respect of your 
call for leaders to recreate, reform, 
innovate and modernize the 
system or, if I may use your words, 

vangelist Theo Rays Ejike is Ea journalist, author and 
motivational speaker. The 

Convener of  "Super Christian 
Fellowship Centre" in Onitsha, who 
champions what he calls "Divine 
Illuminatio (DI) Services and Prayer 
Solution for the World (PSW)", 
recent ly  spoke  to  CHUMA 
AUSTIN on Nigeria @61, Igbo 
presidency, security challenges and 
other burning issues affecting the 
country.
Excerpt:

*By October 1, 2021, Nigeria will 
be 61 years as a sovereign nation. 
Are you satisfied with the journey 
so far?
 Nigeria is facing a terrible security 
situation with terrorism, banditry 
and kidnapping wreaking havoc on 
the country. One cannot be satisfied 
with the challenges posed by 
insecurity in the country  Nigerian 
leaders, starting with religious 
leaders to political leaders, have to 
reinvent, retool and rework the 
system of  things away from the old 
order our fathers built to satiate 
geographical interests, away from 
inheritance into more liberal, 
expanded socioeconomic and 
religious order. The problem of  
Nigeria is rooted in the old order, 
which limits socio economic and 
religious space and pigeon-holes the 
people into those for us and those 
against us. In other parts of  the 
world people keep reinventing, 
retooling and reworking themselves 
but Nigerians appear to be standing 
still, focused more on protecting 
tribal and religious interests and 
inheritance of  their forefathers than 
in building a strong, progressive and 
equitable nation out of  the tribes and 
region. As Igbo, Yoruba, Hausa, 
Fulani, Ijaw, Tiv, and others, we have 
more than enough human resources 
to transform Nigeria into world 
power but we are giving priority to 
tribal and regional interest. When 
Yoruba people floated Amotekun 
security outfit to safeguard Yoruba 
land, I laughed it off  because Yoruba 
people have the capacity to bring 
about security outfit to safeguard the 
entire Nigeria. Disappointingly, 
Nigerians still believe in their places 
of  origin and heritage as Igbo, 
Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani, Ijaw, Tiv, 
Igala and others. And yet, the world 
has grown beyond these social and 
geopolitical limitations that we place 
upon ourselves. The world has 
grown beyond where people come 
from or who their fathers are or were 
or what they inherited. The world is 
no longer about where you come 
from geographically or what you 
inherited; it is now about what one 
knows and or is capable of  doing; 
what one developed or achieved. 
Sometimes, I wonder why Nigerians 
go to school because I don't see the 
impact of  what we are learning in 
the school in our system. People go 
to school for the purpose of  
equipping themselves for the 
services of  humanity but I don't see 
that services of  humanity from 
Nigerians upon humanity in 
Nigeria, so what is the essence of  
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‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“As Christians, we are unable to exploit our innate innovative skills to develop 
technology. As Christians, we boast no functional social infrastructure in Igbo land – 
no roads, no first-class schools, no sports facilities, nothing. Indeed, as Christians, we 

have failed to move beyond the system we inherited from our fathers. I have a lot to tell 
Ndigbo about liberal religious principles that will bring the desired transformation and 
expanded economic works that cut across agricultural, sports, medicine and technology 
among. For instance 5 rich traders at Onitsha can give us big cassava farm under PLC 

business. Another set can give us a world Class University or world class hospital or 
large scale industry as PLC business. I have information and practical prayers that 
will make a difference in opening the mind of  the people and developing the human 

capacity into expanded business and into politics. Igbo land will skyrocket to the next 
level if  we can harness and galvanize the billionaires and millionaires we have all over 
the world into expanded businesses in agriculture, education, health, sports, politics, 

technology and industrialization.”

Nigeria @ 61:  still focused on religious 
and ethnic interests - Theo Rays Ejike

Ejike

Continues on Pg. 10
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improved in the last fifty years. 
Thus, the world today is substantial 
enough, resourceful enough and 
benevolent enough to help us 
(humanity) solve our problems. The 
world today is rich, friendly, wiser, 
knowledgeable, cheap, affordable, 
available and accessible and that 
makes it possible for us to overcome 
challenges but unfortunately 
Nigerians are not interested in 
observing and identifying with the 
dynamics of  the world. Nigerians 
still believe in inheritance. Life on 
earth is driven by two things namely 
what the time is saying and what the 
man or the people are doing. There 
is a big difference between the 
present time and the time when God 
used Moses to evolve Israel. 
Moreover, as Nigerians or Ndigbo, 
we don't have the same purpose of  
God with the Israelites, so things 
cannot work for us if  we follow the 
system of  Moses and the Israelites. 
There is a huge difference between 
the present time and the time when 
Zik, Awolowo, Ahmadu Bello and 
others evolved the tribes and regions 
that make up Nigeria. There is much 
different between the time the 
missionaries brought Christian 
churches and the present time, so 
following the system of  the 
missionaries won't work for us. Let 
us (Nigerians) take things from the 
perspective of  this time. When we 
say that the world is substantial, 
resourceful, benevolent, rich and 
affordable is all about man or the 
people. Everything about the world 
is all about man or the people, so let 
us try as much as possible to be 
substantial, resourceful, benoevent, 
r ich,  wiser,  knowledgeable,  
affordable, friendly and accessible 
because by so doing we shall solve 
our problems and get better.

You are into an ecclesiastical 
project called 'Divine Illustratio" 
(DI) What is the services all about?
A Divine Illuminatio services is a 
Christian outreach, an expanded 
religious ideas, visions and 
operation anchored on a deeper, 
expanded view and understanding 
of  the concept of  God and man. DI 
Services is about a broader concept 
of  gospel, about world evangelism 
that focuses on how to unite the 
forces of  God and man to address 
the challenges facing humanity, in 
line with the Biblical declaration 
that Jesus Christ is the ultimate 
solution to the problems of  life and 
that with God all things are possible. 
In my search for the truth, under the 
inspiration of  God, I have 
discovered that the major factor 
militating against Christianity, in 
particular, as an institution of  God 
is the poor level of  understanding 
about God and man among 
Christians. What I mean by 
expanded view and understanding 
is people giving room for new ideas 
and knowledge, a kind of  cross-

and perspective which is saying that 
the entire world is a global village 
and that all human beings are one 
and equal. Let's look beyond our 
tribal and religious background 
because they are not strong enough 
to move forward. The idea of  
Nigerians seeing ourselves as Igbo, 
Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani, Christian 
and Muslims is not in line with the 
c u r r e n t  w o r l d  o r d e r  a n d  
perspective. Ideas and knowledge 
have dramatically and massively 

from the old order that contribute to 
the failure of  the fathers and then 
work hard to evolve a new Nigeria 
of  their wish. I dedicated DI 
Services to the youth as a platform 
to evolve a new Nigeria. I want the 
youth to join me and move Nigeria 
forward in global perspective. First 
the youth have to observe and 
identify the dynamics of  the world 
and which drive the world in 
different order and perspectives. 
Let's queue into the current order 

taking over from Buhari will be 
brighter. 

The issue about Nigeria is another 
nightmare facing the country, 
what is your advice to Nigeria 
youth? 
 An Igbo adage has it that if  a child 
is wise enough, he will kill what 
killed his father, but if  he is not wise 
enough what killed his father will 
equally kill him. So my advice to the 
youth is to shine their eyes and shift 

important than 2023 election, which 
we have to start doing immediately 
and I agree with him. 2023 election 
is already an issue of  tribal interest, 
which is already a problem that we 
have  to  s ta r t  dea l ing  wi th  
immediately. More so, the issue of  
2023 is based on expectations, so 
investing our hope in it is like 
chasing shadows. For now, we have 
to face the political task of  educating 
the people in the art of  running 
government, most importantly how 
to run a political party and how to 
conduct credible elections. Political 
parties eyeing the presidency cannot 
conduct credible ward elections or 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  t o  e l e c t  
gover norsh ip  candida tes  in  
Anambra State. How can a political 
party that cannot conduct credible 
election produce a credible president 
in 2023? Your answer is as good as 
mine. As a resident of  Anambra 
State, I am following the political 
process of  2021 governorship 
election in the State and I can tell 
you that some of  the people that 
came out to run for governor don't 
know much about politics. Some just 
jumped into the race without any 
plan ab-initio, even about the 
political party on which to run. 
People need to be taught about how 
to run for elective office and how to 
be part of  a political party. Second, 
we have to embark on massive 
religious works of  prayer and 
promotion of  love, rule of  law and 
hardworking immediately. We also 
have to start socio-economic work 
on how to face competition in 
modern world. I tell you that Nigeria 
will be better off  if  we can get cities 
like Lagos, Kano, Port Harcourt, 
Onitsha and Abuja among others, to 
complete with Cairo, Johannesburg 
and Khartoum among others. As 
rich as Lagos is, Lagos cannot 
produce a football club that can 
compete in Africa. What a shame? 
We have to do socio- economic and 
business works such as getting 
Onitsha traders to do other things 
outside going to their shops in the 
streets and markets. Crime will 
reduce in Onitsha if  we can get 
people into night  l i fe  with 
entertainment business, sports 
business and technology businesses. 
I have said that champions of  Igbo 
Presidency have to lead the crusade 
for immediate solution through 
other means ahead of  2023. Let 
Ndigbo churn out good ideas and 
knowledge on how to deal with the 
security challenges, how to address 
the challenge of  poor power supply, 
how to massively improve on food 
production, how to improve on 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  m o s t ly  r o a d  
construction, how to improve on 
internally generated revenue, how to 
create jobs for the youth, how to 
improve on the quality of  education 
and healthcare delivery plus how to 
develop sports and technology 
among other things being expected 
by Nigerians. I believe that by so 
doing, the chances of  Igbo man 
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‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“Greatness is not about feelings, it is about creativity. You cannot attain the height of  
greatness if  you are not doing the work that greatness demands. For me, the greatness of  

Nigeria in general and Ndigbo in particular is embedded in feelings not in works. As 
mostly Christians, Ndigbo should copy the way the Israelites (Israelis) live and work. As 
Christians under the current denominations, Ndigbo are selective in both religious and 
economic choices and that is why we are suffering. For instance, as Christians, Ndigbo 

have failed to develop and produce basic necessities of  life such as food, medicine, 
chemical, textiles/garment and raw materials either for domestic use or commercial 
purposes. The rates of  hunger, disease and illness in Igbo land are quite high. The 

number of  untimely deaths caused by diseases and, by extension, sicknesses is very high 
among Ndigbo. Diseases such as diabetes, stroke, cancer, cardiac arrest and HBP kill 
people in Igbo land more than in other places in Nigeria largely because Ndigbo don't 

even produce enough food to feed their population well as to keep them healthy.”

EjikeEjike

Continues on Pg. 11

Continued from Pg. 9

...Igbo man taking over from Buhari 
will be brighter if...
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about building lives with strong 
socio economic development, 
making food, jobs, security and 
money available for the people. 
Corruption, poverty, hunger, 
diseases and death are ravaging 
Nigeria and Igboland amid 
churches here and there and that 
makes clear that these crop of  
Christians are far from what God 
represents. 

From what you are saying, you are 
bringing up different kinds of 
Christian services. How could you 
explain what you intend to do 
differently from what these other 
denominations are doing?
 I am reinventing, retooling and 
reworking Christianity with 
expanded view and understanding 
of  God and man under the 
inspiration of  God. The present sets 
of  Christians are organizing people 
to worship God and seek blessings 
of  God under the umbrella of  the 
Church but under DI, the Church 
means people that represent God in 
action for the wellbeing of  
humanity. Jesus Christ is God. And 
in John 14:12, Jesus assured us that 
those who believe in Him shall do 
greater things than Himself. This is 
first. Second, other denominations 
are more interesting in making 
people to follow and not to know. 
Jesus Christ is more interested in 
making people to know than 
following Him. Jesus Christ is more 
interested in giving knowledge than 
having compact followers behind 
him. Thus, DI Services is more 
interested in making people to know 
and not to follow. The problem of  
Nigeria is that people are more 
interested in following than 
knowing. We have a situation where 
people go to Church to follow and 
not to know. People are in politics to 
follow and not to know. People even 
go to school to follow and not to 
know. People go to school to do 
Masters and Ph.D just to follow and 
not know. Unfortunately the church 
and schools are comfortable with 
people's choice to follow and not 
know. What we need in Nigeria is 
high capacity operations from 
individuals and institutions that will 
make people to know and not to 
follow. The major problem facing 
Nigeria today is that people do not 
know how to form government. It is 
wrong for Christians who have the 
authority of  heaven and earth to 
expect government made up of  
people who cannot build their 
village to bring about a better 
society. DI Service is of  the position 
that Christians have all it takes to 
build a workable government at all 
levels in Nigeria. This is not about 
Christians occupying leadership 
positions but about bringing about 
workable ideals, methods and 
principles. Another area where DI 
Services is different from the present 
set of  Christian churches DI is built 
on the universal concept of  God as 

failed to emulate Israelites 
showcase God in terms of  works, in 
terms creativity, productivity and 
providing solutions to the problems 
of  humanity. Christians copy the 
way of  worshipping God in the 
temple in Israel but failed to copy 
the way the Israelites live and work 
to the glory of  God. It is neither 
right nor safe to narrow all that God 
is to making money to build 
cathedrals or temples. The glory of  
God is not about building 100,000 
capacity church auditoriums; it is 

inspiring the people to be hard-
working. That's why corruption is 
thriving in Nigeria even with all the 
churches we boast in the country. 
Christians are at the centre of  
corruption in Nigeria because they 
are following the system instead of  
working hard to change the system. 
That may explain why Ndigbo as 
Christians have so far failed to build 
a socio economic system that 
promotes growth and quality of  life 
in Igboland.  The point is that 
Christians in various churches have 

and that is why they have failed to 
demonstrate the abilities of  God 
and man to deal with challenges 
facing our earthly life. The key 
interest of  today's church leaders as 
pastors, bishops, prophets, general 
overseers and others would appear 
to be simply to rake in as much 
money as possible through 
offerings, tithes and donations from 
adherents. Daily and weekly 
activities are anchored on what to 
consume and not what to produce. 
They are neither hard-working nor 

fertilization of  ideas that enhances 
the individuals into high capacity 
operations. Ideas rule the world. DI 
Services is to propagate ideas on 
stronger spiritual principles, stronger 
social spectrum, stronger economic 
operations and stronger political 
methods among the people starting 
from Igboland to other parts of  
Nigeria upward to the rest of  the 
world. The main target at the outset 
is to enhance the Individual 
operations among the people. 
Individual operations among 
Nigerians in particular are very poor. 
That's why Nigerians are facing all 
kinds of  problems @ 61. People 
select the kinds of  businesses they do 
and expect the government to do 
magic forgetting that government is 
a product of  quality individual 
operations. Everything we do 
including forming and running 
government revolves around 
individuals operations. We cannot 
get a government when the quality 
of  the individuals and operations of  
the individuals are poor. What we 
need in Nigeria today is high 
capacity individual operations. You 
cannot get it right without strong 
individual operations for security 
among the people. You cannot get 
enough food without strong input of  
the individuals of  the individuals 
into food production and so on. So 
DI is bringing ideas on socio 
religious, socio economic and socio 
political activities, methods and 
principles that will enhance 
individual operations among 
Nigerians. What we need to change 
the society is spiritual revival, social 
formation, economic expansion and 
political advancement. In other 
words, DI Services is about using 
Divine  ins t r umenta l i t ies  o f  
Christianity to give the people 
stronger spiritual background, give 
the people stronger social formation 
that widens the social spectrum 
beyond where people come from or 
what they inherited, expanding the 
economic space beyond stereotype 
businesses and advancing political 
means into effective methods. It is 
instructive that some churches don't 
allow any information about or from 
other  churches or  re l ig ious 
organisations to be shared in their 
own churches. Needless to say that, 
to all intents and purposes, this 
attitude is impacting negatively on 
Christianity. It is as if  Christians, 
under the various denominations, 
don't actually understand what God 
and man can do and that's why we 
are suffering especially in Igboland, 
being a Christians-dominated 
enclave. Christians in various 
denominations appear to lack the 
understanding of  the Biblical 
declaration that with God all things 
are possible. The worst part of  it is 
that these sets of  Christian 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  s e e m  m o r e  
interested in consumption than 
production. They channel the 
interest of  God and man into 
consumption instead of  production 

Soludo

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“And yet, the world has grown beyond these social and geopolitical 
limitations that we place upon ourselves. The world has grown beyond where 

people come from or who their fathers are or were or what they inherited. 
The world is no longer about where you come from geographically or what 
you inherited; it is now about what one knows and or is capable of  doing; 

what one developed or achieved. Sometimes, I wonder why Nigerians go to 
school because I don't see the impact of  what we are learning in the school in 
our system. People go to school for the purpose of  equipping themselves for 

the services of  humanity but I don't see that services of  humanity from 
Nigerians upon humanity in Nigeria, so what is the essence of  going to 

school in Nigeria. I think it is important for Nigerians to do introspection and 
use our tongues to count out teeth. Enough of  all these challenges in Nigeria 

in a world that is so sophisticated and advanced, please.” 

...Impact of learning not felt 
in our country 

Ejike

Continues on Pg. 12
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develop and produce bas ic  
necessities of  life such as food, 
m e d i c i n e ,  c h e m i c a l ,  
textiles/garment and raw materials 
e i ther  for  domest ic  use or  
commercial purposes. The rates of  
hunger, disease and illness in Igbo 
land are quite high. The number of  
untimely deaths caused by diseases 
and, by extension, sicknesses is very 
high among Ndigbo. Diseases such 
as diabetes, stroke, cancer, cardiac 
arrest and HBP kill people in 
Igboland more than in other places 
in Nigeria largely because Ndigbo 
don't even produce enough food to 
feed their population well as to keep 
them healthy. As Christians, 
Ndigbo have not been able to 
emplace a strong position in politics 
neither have they been able to 
exhibit strong political skill in 
Nigeria. As Christians Ndigbo 
cannot boast of  a collective 
spectacular achievement in Nigeria 
except building market markets and 
gigantic church building. As 
Christians Ndigbo cannot root a 
political party of  a string Igbo 
background. You don't expect 
others to build a political party and 
concede top positions of  the party to 
Ndigbo. Ndigbo have not been able 
to emplace, transparent democratic 
process at home. Which is why, as 
Christians, we cannot conduct 
credible elections in Igboland. As 
Christians, we pay little or no 
attention to sports development in 
Igbo land. Way back in 1977, 
students of  Christ the King College 
(CKC) Onitsha went to Finland and 
conquered the world to win the 
world secondary school football 
tournament, 41 year after that feat, 
football is dead in Onitsha because 
as Christians Ndigbo seem to be 
ignorant of  football business. As 
Christians, we are unable to exploit 
our innate innovative skills to 
develop technology. As Christians, 
we boast no functional social 
infrastructure in Igbo land – no 
roads, no first-class schools, no 
sports facilities, nothing. Indeed, as 
Christians, we have failed to move 
beyond the system we inherited 
from our fathers. I have a lot to tell 
Ndigbo about liberal religious 
principles that will bring the desired 
transformation and expanded 
economic works that cut across 
agricultural, sports, medicine and 
technology among. For instance 5 
rich traders at Onitsha can give us 
big cassava farm under PLC 
business. Another set can give us a 
world Class University or world 
class hospital or large scale industry 
as PLC business. I have information 
and practical prayers that will make 
a difference in opening the mind of  
the people and developing the 
human capacity into expanded 
business and into politics. Igbo land 
will skyrocket to the next level if  we 
can harness and galvanize the 
billionaires and millionaires we 
have all over the world into 
expanded businesses in agriculture, 
education, health, sports, politics, 
technology and industrialization.

works that will bring our greatness 
into reality. Greatness is not about 
feelings, it is about creativity. You 
cannot attain the height of  
greatness if  you are not doing the 
work that greatness demands. For 
me, the greatness of  Nigeria in 
general and Ndigbo in particular is 
embedded in feelings not in works. 
As mostly Christians, Ndigbo 
should copy the way the Israelites 
(Israelis) live and work. As 
Christians under the current 
denominations,  Ndigbo are 
selective in both religious and 
economic choices and that is why 
we are suffering. For instance, as 
Christians, Ndigbo have failed to 

humanity cannot be limited to 
G o d ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Melchizedek. The programmes and 
plans of  God cannot also be limited 
to God's relationship with the 
I s r a e l i t e s  n e i t h e r  c a n  t h e  
programmes and plans of  God be 
limited to what Jesus Christ and his 
apostles did or to anyone's 
reputation. God is not stereotypical 
in nature. 

What is the vision of DI Services 
for South East Zone? 
The vision of  DI Services for 
Southeast Zone is to connect 
Ndigbo into a liberal and expanded 
socio-religious and economic 

under  the  d i spensa t ion  o f  
priesthood. It is not clear if  anyone 
with the gift of  healing was a priest 
and therefore entitled to receive 
tithes. Both Jesus and his apostles 
were gifted in assorted ways – they 
had gifts of  wisdom, knowledge, 
healing, prophecy, miracle, signs 
and wonders but they never placed 
themselves as priests or received 
tithes from anybody. Moreover, 
God is beyond priesthood and 
beyond history. God is not just 
about what happened during the 
time of  Moses. God is also beyond 
what Jesus Christ and his disciples 
did. What I'm saying is that the 
programmes and plans of  God for 

well as general service that cut across 
all fields of  human endeavor but the 
churches we have now are built 
around the dispensat ion of  
priesthood and temple worship, with 
activities based on gifts, historic 
events and reputations of  others. 
Christianity is about characters of  
God in totality not event or gift or 
reputation of  others. DI is built 
around the characteristics of  the 
power and righteousness of  God 
under the dispensation of  the Holy 
Spirit; it is about a vision of  God's 
kingdom with activities based on 
how to respond to the needs and tests 
of  the time. Christians copied the 
way they worshipped (worship) God 
in Israel under the dispensation of  
priesthood but failed to copy the way 
the Israelites (Israelis) generally live 
and work as God's own people. 
Christians are supposed to be closer 
to God (through Christ) and, 
therefore, more powerful than the 
Israelites (Jews) but they limit 
themselves to the control of  
priesthood and narrow their 
activities to gifts, historical events 
and reputation of  others (like the 
Apostles, Disciples, Saints, others) 
and often show more interest in 
money 'donated' by adherents in 
forms of  offerings, tithes and 
donations to build temples or 
cathedrals and for the leaders to take 
care of  themselves. From the Bible, 
the dispensation of  priesthood is 
t r a c e a b l e  t o  M e l c h i z e d e k .  
Subsequently priesthood moved to 
the Levites during the era of  Moses 
as leader of  Israel. Later on, 
priesthood moved to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is the Chief  priest that 
directly connects everybody with 
God without any third party in-
between. So, priesthood outside 
Jesus is a third party meant only to 
lend support to the faithful to learn 
m o r e  a b o u t  G o d  a n d  H i s  
programme of  salvation through 
Christ. But, it is most unfortunate 
that Christ ians have turned 
priesthood to mere human kind of  
leadership with church leaders 
acting more like worldly kings and 
queens and investing more interest 
in the acquisition of  worldly things 
than implementing the vision of  the 
kingdom of  God through the 
direction of  the Holy Spirit. Let me 
explain this very well. Someone 
might have a divine call or claim to 
have a divine gift of  healing or 
prophecy. Then on the strength of  
the 'gift', the person places himself  as 
a priest and starts to operate on the 
basis of  Biblical verses explaining or 
depicting events that characterized 
God's relationship with the Israelites 
and what Jesus Christ and his 
apostles did. For instance, healing 
and other services they proclaim in 
the churches, especially in the 
Pentecostal ones, are traceable to 
what Jesus Christ and His disciples 
did, as written in the Bible. 
Pentecostal is traceable to event in 
Israel called the Feast of  Pentecost. 
Furthermore, the payment of  tithe to 
church leaders is in connection with 
God's relationship with the Israelites 

Obiano

Soludo

“We have a situation where people go to Church to follow and not to know. People 
are in politics to follow and not to know. People even go to school to follow and not to 

know. People go to school to do Masters and Ph.D just to follow and not know. 
Unfortunately the church and schools are comfortable with people's choice to follow 

and not know. What we need in Nigeria is high capacity operations from individuals 
and institutions that will make people to know and not to follow. The major problem 
facing Nigeria today is that people do not know how to form government. It is wrong 

for Christians who have the authority of  heaven and earth to expect government 
made up of  people who cannot build their village to bring about a better society. DI 

Service is of  the position that Christians have all it takes to build a workable 
government at all levels in Nigeria. This is not about Christians occupying leadership 

positions but about bringing about workable ideals, methods and principles.”

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

Ejike

Continued from Pg. 11

...Corruption, poverty, hunger, diseases, 
insurgency bane of Nigeria 
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Miss Amnesty Entrepreneur, Prisca Johnson (3rd right) flanked by the editors, the GM and staff of NEWS ECHO when 
she paid a courtesy call to the newspaper on Thursday.
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Showbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/Living

f  y o u  h av e  b e e n  o n IInstagram, you know that 
celebrities didn't disappoint 

us this week when it came to 
posting great pictures. Amidst 
all the Instagram drama, we 
had a fair share of  gorgeous 
pictures posted and, we are 
sharing some of  the best here; 

Maria 
Maria was the perfect Igbo 

bride in this green outfit from 
Veekee James. 

Laycon 
Everyone's favourite icon 

was  cute  in  out f i t s  f rom 

Klasslay in these pictures 
posted on his Instagram. 

Tacha 
The characteristic of  a slay 

queen is Tacha in this two-piece 
from 2207 by Tbally. 

Venita 
Venita is sexy in this pink 

number, her skirt is from Dose 
of  Kasa, her bra is from Ann 
Summers and her kimono is 
Roseline Rose Couture. 

Sharon Ooja 
Sharon wore a dress from 

The Bijou we magically wanted 
to  be  t ranspor ted to  our 

wardrobe. 
Saskay 
Saskay i s  gorgeous ly 

chocolate in this gown from 
Odeva Nigeria. 

She also looks great in this 
two-piece ankara. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke was stunning in this 

sultry gown from 2207 by 
Tbally. 

Ebuka 
For Big Brother Naija 

eviction, Ebuka was colourful 
in pink and orange coat, shirt 
and pants by Mai Atafo. 

The best celebrity photos on Instagram recently
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se these 8 early warning 

Usigns of  a bad boyfriend 
to find out if  your guy's 

just not into you anymore!
When you first met him, he 

treated you like the only 
important thing in his life. 

But as the days turn into 
months, he seems more distant, 
or worse, he doesn't have time for 
you anymore. 

aking love, having sex. MTo many, these are just 
t w o  d i f f e r e n t 

expressions for the same act. One 
is even tempted to ask, aren't both 
of  these things supposed to mean 
the same thing? After all, the 
bottom line is that in both 
situations, bodies connect and 
sexual sparks are sent flying. So 
what could possibly be the 
distinguishing factor between 
these two? 

Having sex versus making 
love 

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  a 
difference between the act of  
making love and having sex. 

And the singular distinction is 
in the state of  mind of  both people 
engaging in the act; the level of  
connection and all the situations 
surrounding and leading up to the 
act itself. 

Sex is in itself  primal; a basic 
need that is just as instinctive and 
naturally occurring as the hunger 
for food. The need to satisfy the 
urge for sex and to feel the 
gratification that comes from 
humping is not on the same level 
as love-making. 

C h i m p s,  r a b b i t s ,  b u l l s , 
Zebras... they all have sex. That's 
exactly the category into which 
that need belongs. It is a thing 
d e v o i d  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n a l 

dimension that sex often comes 
with. 

As Christina Antonyan of  
Thought Catalogue writes in 
2016; 

"It's very easy and ordinary to 
just have sex, but to know how to 
connect… on a deeper level, and 
win over heart, mind and soul 
takes a little bit of  commitment. 

"...sex without love is not 
lovemaking." 

This is not to say that sex as 
painted in the context above is not 
a great thing. People have had 
mind-blowing one-night stands 
that they could never replicate 
w i t h  p e o p l e  t h e y  ' h ave  a 
connection with' and supposedly 
'make love with.' 

Despite the moral campaigns 
against it, people have sex with 
random strangers all the time. 
Several forms of  casual sex is 
indeed a thing that society brims 
with. People have been known to 
explore this anti-social aspect of  
their humanity to mind-blowing 
effect. And it's just fine so far these 
are  consent ing  adul t s  who 
recognise all the things that could 
go wrong and decide to still 
engage in the act - with or without 
adequate precautions. 

On the flip side, love-making is 
what people aspire to when they 
ge t  in to  r e la t ionsh ips  and 

marriages. It is that longing for 
something deeper, a deep-rooted 
intimacy that surpasses the 
passionate nights and morning 
quickies. 

" T h e  b e s t  p a r t  a b o u t 
lovemaking is that it becomes 
effortless, because you are not 
thinking about what Olympic – 
style performance you should put 
on. 

You become your authentic 
self  at that moment," adds 
Christina Antonyan. 

Lovemaking is a summation 
of  the affection you feel towards 
the person even when they are 
fully clothed, sharing their dreams 
with you and you with them. It is 
the concern for them and their 
well-being; it is the connection on 
a greater pedestal which continues 
even when the adrenaline rush of  
sex has dissipated. It is the days 
shared ,  memor ies  c rea ted , 
problems solved together, losses 
suffered together,  emotions 
shared, pain together borne, 
hurdles together crossed and 
triumphs together won. 

And all these things combined 
make for closeness so intimate; 
and this understanding beyond the 
visceral is what makes for the best 
sex ever. The type you would call 
love-making. 

you do for him. He never 
reciprocates anything you do. 

3. No time for you 
He is always in a rush to hang 

up when you call him. He doesn't 
have time for you, but always has 
time for his friends and other 
activities. He is always on social 
media but he doesn't even send 
you a message. 

He makes plans with you and 

with that he doesn't even ask for 
your opinion. Although you 
dated him for years, you don't 
even know his favorite things. 

7. He's controlling and 
manipulative 

Although he is not committed 
to the relationship, he doesn't 
want to see you with other men. 
He gets very jealous when you are 
laughing and having a general 
conversation with men whether 
your colleagues, family or 
classmates. 

He always tries to advise you 
on how you should lead your life. 
And as helpful as he seems, 
somehow you feel very stifled and 
suffocated in the relationship. 

8. He's in touch with his ex 
He always compares you to 

his ex-girlfriend and sought for 
her opinions in matters relating to 
your relationship or his personal 
life. He finds time to meet his ex 
and surprisingly, he doesn't seem 
enthusiastic about you joining 
them each time he meets his ex. 
They're just friends, right? 

1. He takes time 
He doesn't make you his 

priority. He is not eager to pick 
your calls and hang out with you. 
He does things at his own 
convenience even when he's not 
busy. 

2. He takes you for granted 
He doesn't appreciate the 

sacrifices you do for him. No 
appreciation for the little gestures 

cancels them often. And he 
always has a convincing excuse 
no matter what accusation you 
make. 

4. All he wants to do is make 
out 

Every time both of  you meet, 
all he wants to do is make out. He 
gets annoyed if  you just want to 
talk or hang out doing something 
else. 

5. He's emotionally closed 
off 

An early sign of  a bad 
boyfriend is that he doesn't want 
to talk about the way forward 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  y o u r  
relationship.He says he likes 
living in the present, but still 
makes future plans about 
e ve r y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  t h e  
relationship. 

6. He has a lot of secrets 
He only informs you about 

the trivial things in his life and 

ost guys end up getting Mattracted and falling 
for older women due to 

a few specific traits that they fail to 
see in women of  their age or those 
younger than them.

It's pretty common for men to 
date younger women – which is 
exactly why dating older women 
is so enjoyable. 

It's flattering for an older 
woman when a guy passes up on 
the younger girls in favour of  her. 
This attention makes her feel sexy, 
and that feeling will instantly fuel 
your interactions with more 
passion and excitement. 

Now while older women are 
often interested in (or at least open 
to) dating younger men, that 
doesn't mean they're interested in 
dating “boys”. They want strong, 
powerful men and you've got to 
show her you're that kind of  man – 
who just happens to be a bit 
younger. 

While you end up getting 
attracted and falling for older 
women due to a few specific traits 
you don't see in younger women, 
it is important to understand them 
well as they work very differently 
from the younger women or 'girls'. 

Below are 4 things to know 
before dating an older woman: 

She won't entertain flings or 
casual dating

Seriously! If  you are not 
serious, don't even try to fool 
around. Since is older than you, 
she is probably done fooling 
around long back. She now will 
look for a real and serious 
relationship. This said, she will 
put in her 100% to make your 
relationship work. So only and 
only if  you see a possible future 

with her as your soul mate go 
ahead with her. Otherwise, abort 
the plan of  dating her now! 

Maturity will never be an issue
When it comes to acting and 

taking a few decisions in your 
relationship, her being older will 
be a plus point. Being older to you, 
she will obviously have more life 
experiences. Due to this, she will 
be emotionally independent, 
strong and mature. Additionally, 
she will not expect you to deal 
with her problems because she has 
the ability to do it herself. Any 
kind of  problem-solving in your 
life too will become easier. Given 
the maturity, you will  f ind 
yourself  stuck in very fewer 
arguments, especially over petty 
issues. 

She knows what she wants
Clarity of  mind is the one thing 

that is the strongest in her. If  she 
loves you she will decide to date 
you and then won't turn back. As 
she understands herself  well, she 
will also know what she wants 
from her relationship. Moreover, 
she will also convey this to you 
and be straightforward. There will 
be no confusion from her side 
when it comes to her relationship 
with you. 

Sex won't be that complicated
Since she is going to be older 

than you, she is most likely to have 
some amount of  experience not 
just outside the bedroom but also 
inside it. She will know what to 
expect from you, her needs and 
also how to conduct herself  
around you. She will also have 
more knowledge about sex than 
you. This will not just help you but 
also educate you and make you 
more aware. 

RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
Early signs of a bad boyfriend

The difference between
having sex and making love

Gents: Things to know
if you want to date
an older woman

Time to move on
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aist training is 

Wthe process of  
u s ing  a  s t ee l 

boned corset to modify your 
waist into an hourglass 
shape with semi-permanent 
results. They are latex body 
fitting materials that are 
used for waist training. 

Wa i s t  t r a i n e r s  a r e 
mostly used by women who 
want to get the perfect flat 
tummy and abs when they 
have flabby or excess fat in 
their abdominal area. 

Wearing a waist trainer 
out is normal now, but some 
dangers accompanies it that 
every woman should know. 

Causes the organs to 

h e r e ' s  a  c e r t a i n Turgency that comes 
with getting pregnant 

once you're ready to start a 
family.

You might have never 
wanted it up until that point, 
but the minute you want to 
s ta r t  hav ing  b io log ica l 
children, waiting is the last 
thing you want to be doing 
(especially for women) 

Here are some tips I have 
compiled to improve your 
chances of  getting pregnant 
sooner rather than later. 

(1) Carry your Doctor 
along 

I find that it's usually best 
to get your Doctor involved 
from the beginning. This is 
because it helps to know that 
you and your partner are 
fer ti le enough and also 
physically able to begin this 
next chapter of  your lives. 

Your Doctor will most 
likely place you on folic acid 
as well, to reduce the risk of  
birth defects. Also, if  any 
problems are detected by 
your Doctor, treatment can 
begin sooner rather than 
later. 

Fortunately, most causes 
of  Infertility can be treated so 
you shouldn't be afraid to get 
tested by your Doctor. 

(2) Monitor your cycle 

D e a r  w o m a n ,  a n 
important thing to do is to 
ensure that you're having sex 
at the right time in your cycle. 

No matter what you do, 
ensure that you're having sex 
around the t ime you're 
ovulating. This is usually 12-
16 days before your period 
starts. 

This is usually harder to 
predict in women who don't 
h ave  r e g u l a r  c yc l e s .  I 
r e c o m m e n d  u s i n g  a n 
Ovulation predictor kit or 
app. 

(3) Have regular sex 
Doctors  recommend 

having sex 3 times a week at 
least, if  you're looking to get 
pregnant. This sex should be 
vaginal, unprotected and 
ejaculatory in nature. 

So, make sure that you 
aren't using any form of  
protection or birth control, 
and also make sure that the 
sperm enters the vagina. 
After sex, it's a good idea for 
the woman to lie in bed for 
about 15 minutes. 

There's no need to raise 
your legs or put them on a 
wall though. The aim is to get 
pregnant, not to join Egbé 
(attend a Witches meeting) 

(4) Choice of lubricants 
Some lubricants have 

been noticed to reduce sperm 

motility and viability. Please 
avoid using saliva, KY jelly, 
Petroleum jelly and Olive oil. 

Also, avoid lubricants 
that  have any of  these 
i n g r e d i e n t s :  G lyc e r i n , 
silicone, flavoring, any kind 
of  sugar, preservatives like 
parabens, propylene glycol, 
benzocaine, antibacterial 
agents like chlorhexidine 
gluconate, and spermicide, 
usually called nonoxynol-9 
(N-9) 

Good fertility lubricants 
include Pre-seed, canola 
&amp; mineral oil. 

(5)  Mind  your  Age 
(Especially for women) 

A woman's peak fertile 
years are between her late 
teens and her late 20s. 

From the age of  30, her 
fertility starts to decline and 
this decline gets faster from 
35 years. But this is just a 
general occurrence : There 
are plenty women who have 
gotten pregnant in their late 
30s and even 40s. 

So, don't fret. Just keep 
taking the right steps and 
working closely with your 
Doctor. 

(6) Maintain a healthy 
body and mind 

We all know that we 
should make healthy life 
choices, but what you may 
not know is that doing so 
improves your chances of  
getting pregnant. 

So, feed on healthy food 

(also remember to take 

adequate amounts of  folic 

acid), get adequate rest, 

reduce your caffeine intake, 

g e t  p h y s i c a l l y  a c t i v e , 

maintain a healthy weight, 

cut out/reduce alcohol and 

quit  smoking.  Also,  be 

patient with yourself  and 

keep doing the right things. 

do, it is only temporary. 
Some experts also believe 
that regularly wearing a 
waist trainer can actually 
decrease core strength, the 
o p p o s i t e  o f  t h a t  s ex y 
stomach you are aiming for. 

It's not good for exercise
Contrary to what people 

think that waist trainers are 
good when exercising, they 
are actually more dangerous. 
Waist trainers do not let you 
breathe and restrict the 
abdominal movements. You 
are supposed to allow room 
f o r  b r e a t h i n g  w h e n 
exercising because the lungs 
are also working. Wear 
tummy belts to help with 

shaping your tummy instead. 
Leads to dehydration 

and difficulty in breathing
Waist trainers make it 

hard for you to breathe and 
you also feel dehydrated, 
e spec ia l ly  when  do ing 
e x t r a n e o u s  w o r k  o r 
exercises. This is why you 
have to condition to know 
how you feel when wearing 

t can be very tough fitting Iin into the fast-paced 
world we live in, a result 

of  which has impact on one's 
mental health. Regardless of  
that reality, we have to find a 
way to blend in without 
health and happiness being 
compromised at whatever 
cost. Comedy plays a very key 
r o l e  i n  p r ov i d i n g  t h a t 
happiness and joy from the 
laughing and smiling that 
ensues. Comedy comes in 
various forms from television, 
f i lm, radio, stand-up to 
literature. Thankfully we are 
in a time when there is high 
demand for comedy content 
on social media, especially 
short skits. 

Here's why all forms of  
comedy are needed: 

1. Reduces stress 
We live in a world that is 

highly stressful. Dealing with 
daily work routines, catching 
up with tight deadlines to 
getting stuck in heavy traffic 
daily and living with pesky 
and lousy neighbors. These 
things trigger stress responses 
in the body which in turn can 
lead to a mental breakdown 
and more health problems. 
Indeed,  depress ion and 

anxiety disorders set in and it 
becomes difficult to take on 
daily tasks. 

Watching or listening to 
anything that has comedic 
value is a good remedy of  
relieving stress and this is 
because when one laughs and 
h a s  h a p p y  a n d  j o y f u l 
expressions on the face, it 
r e l e a s e s  e n d o r p h i n s 
neuropeptides which help the 
body relax and feel relieved. 

Therefore, make it a habit 
to always consume something 
that will make you laugh and 
smile. This can be early in the 
morning, during rush hours 
and schedules of  the days or 
before going to sleep. It will 
ensure your mind is stress-free 
by a great deal. 

2. Improves mood 
The result of  consuming 

anything containing comedy 
means that your mood is 
greatly improved. Rather 
t h a n  h av e  f e e l i n g s  o f  
frustration, regret, reject, 
pain, hurt and whatever 
negative emotions that can 
arise by the ups and downs life 
throws on a daily, our bodies 
have been set to conquer 
without having any bad 
feelings. 

This is very necessary 
because a positive outlook to 
life is the only way to living 
well. Quality of  life is reduced 
in many parts of  the world 
because people's state of  
mind is filled with negative 
thoughts. The better the 
mood, the longer and better 
living is. 

3. Eases anxiety and 
tension 

Living in an environment 
that is prone to danger and 
violence can cause very tense 
and anxious moments such 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  e v e n 
confidence to look at the next 
person nearby. It can be that 
fatal. Such isn't good from a 
perspective of  mental health 
and remedies need to be taken 
before it spirals out of  control, 
causing a total breakdown of  
the body. 

Watching and listening to 
comedy is one inexpensive 
remedy that can help for 
reasons already stated early in 
that it helps to lighten mood, 
therefore erasing those fears 
and troubles of  the mind. A 
continuous practice of  this 
can have immense mental 
health benefits on the long 
term. 

waist trainers. 
Waist Trainers do have 

their benefits, but knowing 
when to stop using them that 
is important. You don't wear 
waist trainers alone and 
expect a miracle to happen 
the way you want. You have 
to add regular exercises, like 
planks 

Leads to back pains

Constant wearing of  
waist trainers might lead to 
back pains and also changes 
in body posture. Your body 
begins to deform around the 
waist and thighs. That is why 
waist trainers leave a mark on 
the ones addicted to wearing 
it. 

shift
Waist trainers have the 

instant effect of  making you 
look slimmer at your waist, 
but it also tends destroying 
your body structure from the 
inside. Constant wearing of  
the waist trainer will lead to 
change  or  sh i f t  o f  the 
abdominal organs like the 
intestine to shift downwards 
because of  the pressure the 
waist trainer puts on the 
tummy. 

Does not reduce fat in 
the long run

You don't reduce or lose 
tummy fat if  you use the 
waist trainer rather it shifts it 
somewhere else. Even if  you 

Ladies: Here are dangers of wearing
waist trainers 

Benefits of consuming
comedy content

Tips to getting pregnant

Waist trainer
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n one of  his books, an IA m e r i c a n  
Sociologist/Political Scientist 

Samuel Hortinton in a book 
entitled, ''Societal Decay'' he has 
argued that, “when a society 
reaches optimal development, 
such a society is likely to begin to 
diminish until it reaches a level of  
decay.” This postulation may not 
simply be understood by the 
ordinary mind and therefore 
needs an amplification which is 
not the subject of  this analysis. 

Let us take the issue of  funeral 
in our society as an example. 
Those of  us who are 50yrs and 
above could still remember that 
many years ago burial ceremonies 
were regarded as sorrowful and 
mournful moments. Then and 
on ly  then ,  the re  was  no  
proliferation of  mortuaries.

Dead bodies were preserved for 
not more than two or three days in 
the room or parlour of  the 
deceased. Then and only then, 
locally manufactured chemical 
such as alcohol or other materials 
such as honey were used for the 
preservation of  the dead body. 
Then and only then, burials did 
not last more than three or four 
days after the person has died.

Similarly, the ceremony took 
the shape of  indeed a mournful 
atmosphere. Even, young adults 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

and children were scared to come 
nearer the burial ceremony. 
However and unfortunately 
within the last fifty years 
particularly after the Nigerian 
civil war, gradually we have 
witnessed the mournful process of  
not just burying the dead rather 
we have derived a means of  
celebrating the dead no matter 
how old or how young. 

This began many years after the 

civil war with the proliferation of  
mortuaries. That is to say that our 
society has reached the level of  
decay in burying our loved ones 
and we have begun a new process 
of  celebrating the dead. That is a 
new phase. Similarly, we have 
unwittingly designated Fridays as 
special days to commit the dead to 
the Mother Earth. It has become a 
general practice to choose Fridays 
even by the church for the burial 

of  our loved ones.
Very seldom, today, burials 

hardly take place on weekdays. Of  
course some traditional rulers and 
church leaders have reasoned that 
since Friday is the beginning of  
weekend and burial ceremonies 
today are very expensive and 
extensive that Fridays will be more 
appropriate to enable the bereaved 
more time to have a rest after the 
hubbub of  burial ceremonies. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  
burial ceremonies have 

grown into a mass ceremony 
and have reached a level of  mass 
feeding.

Today, without doubt, there is 
a general hunger in the society 
and people particularly the 
downtrodden at the local level 
see it as a practice of  attending 
one or two burial ceremonies in 
order to feed sumptuously.

Sometime ago, I remember 
the discussion I had with a 
village member who revealed to 
me that he would listen to radio 
stations especially the local ones 
with a note in his hand to get the 
details of  the announcement for 
s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  b u r i a l  
c e r e m o n i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
community.

He confessed that on any 
given day particularly on 
Fridays and Saturdays he would 
be overfed or sometimes drunk. 
All he needed was patience. As 
for the food, it will come and 
come plentifully. He frankly 
revealed to me that although he 
is a local bricklayer, he had 
never found it difficult to feed at 
burial ceremonies.

At one point during the 
course of  the conversation, he 
became sarcastic by telling me 
that if  Jesus Christ was alive 
today he did not need to feed 
five thousand people with a loaf  
of  bread. He confirmed that all 
he needed was to direct the 
masses to places where burials 
are taking place. 

Therefore without mincing 
any word, burial ceremonies in 
our society today has become a 
mass feeding place. Some burial 
ceremonies are more than a 
p o l i t i c a l  f e s t i v a l  w i t h  
razzmatazz with the exception 
of  close relations, nobody cares 
and nobody remembers the 
dead. During the entertainment 
period various menus of  
different dishes will be served. 

Majority will be white rice, 
jellof, fried rice, breadfruit, 
different sauces and appetizing 
condiments. In fact, today, 
people merely don't eat fufu or 
loiloi. Local people and some 
women merely carry some fufu 
or loiloi away in their handbags. 
It is a matter of  choice of  what 
one wants to eat. 

Therefore is it not proper to 
ask, today, have we not reached 
the level of  societal decay in our 
burial culture? Both the church, 
traditional leaders and highly 
influential persons in a society 
must begin a process of  how 
people can curtail expenses at 
burial ceremonies. After all, this 
is not a part of  our culture but 
our culture developing into 
wrong axis.

Tortoise 
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Modern funeral turns mass 
feeding practice 

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

However and unfortunately within the last fifty years 
particularly after the Nigerian civil war, gradually we 

have witnessed the mournful process of  not just burying 
the dead rather we have derived a means of  celebrating 
the dead no matter how old or how young. This began 
many years after the civil war with the proliferation of  
mortuaries. That is to say that our society has reached 

the level of  decay in burying our loved ones and we 
have begun a new process of  celebrating the dead.

Modern burial in Igbo society
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in Douala.

Full list;
Goalkeepers: Francis 

U z o h o  ( A C  O m o n i a , 
Cyprus); Daniel Akpeyi 
( K a i z e r  C h i e f s,  S o u t h 
Africa); Maduka Okoye 
(Sparta Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands)

Defenders: Chidozie 
Awaziem (Alanyaspor FC, 
Turkey); Kenneth Omeruo 
(CD Leganes, Spain); Leon 
Balogun (Glasgow Rangers, 
Scotland); William Ekong 
(Watford FC, England); 
Olaoluwa Aina (Torino FC, 
Italy); Jamilu Collins (SC 
Padeborn 07, Germany); 
A b d u l l a h i  S h e h u  ( AC 
Omonia, Cyprus); Calvin 
U g h e l u m b a  ( G l a s g o w 
Rangers, Scotland); Kevin 

A k p o g u m a  ( T S G 
Hoffenheim, Germany)

M i d f i e l d e r s :  F r a n k 
Onyeka (Brentford FC, 
England); Joseph Ayodele-
Aribo (Glasgow Rangers, 
Scotland); Innocent Bonke 
(Malmo FF, Sweden); Alex 
I w o b i  ( E v e r t o n  F C , 
E n g l a n d ) ;  K e l e c h i 
Iheanacho (Leicester City, 
England)

Forwards: Ahmed Musa 
( F a t i h  K a r a g u m r u k , 
Turkey); Samuel Kalu (FC 
Bordeaux, France); Victor 
Osimhen (Napoli FC, Italy); 
Moses Simon (FC Nantes, 
France); Paul Onuachu 
(KRC Genk, Belgium); 
Chidera  E juke  (CSKA 
Moscow, Russia)

uper Eagles head 

Scoach, Gernot Rohr, 
h a s  i n v i t e d  2 3 

players for his side's 2022 
F I F A  W o r l d  C u p 
qualifying double-header 
a g a i n s t  t h e  C e n t r a l 
African Republic, CAR.

Rohr released the list 
v ia  the Super  Eagles 
official Instagram account 
on Thursday.

Nigeria will host the 
Central African Republic 
i n  a  m a t c h d ay - t h r e e 
f ixture  at  the  Tesl im 
Balogun Stadium, Lagos, 
on Thursday, October 7.

The reverse tie will 
take place three days later 

hilippine boxing legend Pand 2022 presidential 
h o p e f u l  M a n n y 

Pacquiao said that he was 
hanging up his gloves after a 
glittering decades-long career 

o l l o w i n g  t h e Fconclusion of  this 
w e e k ' s  U E F A 

Champions League, UCL, 
group stage match-day two 
fixtures on Wednesday 
night, here's a list of  the 
highest goal scorers in the 
tournament so far this 
season.

Ajax's Sebastien Haller 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  t o p 
goalscorer this season with 
five goals.

Behind the 27-year-old 
are Bayern Munich's Robert 
Lewandowski and Leipzig's 
Christopher Nkunku.

Both Lewandowski 
and Nkunku have scored 
four goals each.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Champions League match-
day three fixtures will 
commence on October 19.

B e l o w  a r e  U E FA 
Champions League top 
scorers so far:

5 goals – Sébastien 
Haller (Ajax)

4  g o a l s  –  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski (Bayern)

4 goals – Christopher 
Nkunku (Leipzig)

3 goals – Mohamed 
Salah (Liverpool)

2 goals – Cristiano 
Ronaldo (Man. United)

2  g o a l s  –  H a n s 
Vanaken (Club Brugge)

2  goals  –  Rober to 
Firmino (Liverpool)

2 goals – Ivan Rakiti� 
(Sevilla)

2  g o a l s  –  D a r w i n 
Nuñez (Benfica)

2  g o a l s  –  K a r i m 
Adeyemi (Salzburg)

2  g o a l s  –  S t e v e n 
Berghuis (Ajax)

iverpool goalkeeper LLoris Karius has 
been ruled out of  

action with a shoulder 
injury that he sustained 
before the end of  the transfer 
window.

The 28-year-old who 
has fallen down the pecking 

order under manager Jurgen 
Klopp has entered into the 
final year of  his contract at 
the club and could depart for 
free next summer.

However, Karius is said 
to be focused on his rehab as 
he  hopes  to  re tur n  to 
t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b r e a k . 
Following his return to full 
fitness, Karius will begin 
discussions over his future 
as he looks to end his 
Liverpool nightmare.

Speaking about the state 
of  his injury, Karius said: 
'I've been out for about six 

weeks and I'll try to rejoin 
t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  t h e 
international break and get 
back in top shape.

He went on to add: 
'We'll see what will happen 
in the winter. My goal is to 
be under the bar every week. 
And we'll see where that is.

‘There were a few clubs 
in  the  p i c tu re  [ in  the 
summer], but that didn't get 
off  the ground for various 
reasons.'

in the ring.
The multi-division world 

champion and senator, who 
has his sights set on a high-
stakes rumble to replace 
President Rodrigo Duterte, 
said quitting the sport that 
lifted him out of  poverty was 
the “hardest decision” of  his 
life.

“It is difficult for me to 
accept that my time for me as a 
boxer is over,” the 42-year-old 
said in a video message on 
Twitter that quickly went viral.

“Today I am announcing 
m y  r e t i r e m e n t ,”  a d d e d 

Pacquiao, whose fights during 
his heyday stopped traffic in the 
P h i l i p p i n e s  –  a n d  eve n 
supposedly crime.

I t  comes  weeks  a f t e r 
Pacquiao, considered one of  
the best boxers of  all time, lost 
what turned out to be his last 
professional fight, against 
Cuban Yordenis Ugas in Las 
Vegas.

Pacquiao, who entered 
p o l i t i c s  i n  2 0 1 0  a s  a 
congressman before being 
elected to the Senate, said last 
week that he will make a tilt for 
the country's highest office.

Nigeria vs CAR: Rohr invites 23 players for World
Cup qualifying double-header

Pacquiao quits boxing for
Philippine presidency

UCL: Champions League highest
goal scorers so far

Loris Karius hoping for a
permanent January move

Pacquiao

SalahNkunkuLewandowskiHaller

Rohr
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Adam Kownacki.

The 32-year-old Ruiz Jr. 
wants to get a win over 
Martin or Kownacki and 
then face former two-time 
world title challenger Luis 
Ortiz to get him a title shot.

“It surprised me because 
when I did an interview with 
ESPN, I thought Anthony 
was going to be the stronger 
man, and I thought he was 
going to box him around and 
use his abilities,” said Andy 
Ruiz Jr. to Fighthype on 
Anthony Joshua's defeat to 
Oleksandr Usyk.

“He [Joshua] just stayed 
there; he wasn't moving 
around and doing the same 
thing with me in the second 
fight with me. He ran around 
to make sure he didn't get hit, 
and if  he did, he would grab 
and move around. So he had 
a strategy. But for this fight 

ormer Super Eagles Fgoa lkee pers  have 
expressed concerns 

over the form of  Maduka 
O k o y e  a h e a d  o f  n e x t 
m o n t h ' s  W o r l d  C u p 
qualifiers against Central 
Africa Republic, according 
to reports. 

Okoye who replaced 
Daniel Akpeyi as the team's 
first choice last year, has 

failed to keep a clean sheet 
for his Dutch club Sparta 
Rotterdam in the Eredivisie 
this term. 

The 22-year-old has also 
conceded 14 goals in seven 
Dutch Eredivisie games so 
far this season; a form that 
has made the Ike Shorunmu 
and Dosu Joseph worried 
ahead of  next  month 's 
qualifiers. 

Shorunmu, a former 
goalkeeper trainer with the 
Eagles, said, “It's not the 
kind of  form you want to be 
in when you are coming for 
national assignments, but I 
believe he will be better 
before the game itself. 

A t l a n t a  1 9 9 6  g o l d 
medalist, Dosu Joseph also 
believes that the lack of  clean 
sheets could dampen Okoye 

psychologically. 
“As a former goalkeeper, 

we all cherished keeping 
clean sheets but when we 
concede goals we feel bad. 
Okoye is good but conceding 
14 goals in seven games is 
not what we want from a top 
young goalkeeper like him. 

Super Eagles goalkeeper 
trainer Alloy Agu also 
added, “It is always not good 
to concede goals but most 
times it is not the fault of  the 
keeper but the technical crew 
sees absolutely prospects in 
Maduka Okoye, if  we didn't 
see any prospects in him he 
won't be in the team,” 

“He is growing well in 
confidence and needs lots of  
support and we're there to 
help him. 

“He has the time to 
develop and we will give him 
the support he needs,” Agu 
said. 

The Eagles lead Group 
C after two games with six 
points from two matches, 
t h r e e  p o i n t s  a h e a d  o f  
second-placed Liberia. Cape 
Verde and Central Africa 
Republic occupy the third 
and fourth place respectively. 

[with Usyk], it didn't go his 
way.

“It's crazy because I 
thought Anthony Joshua was 
going to beat Usyk. I'm pretty 
sure it's going to be a 50-50 
fight between Fury and 
Wilder. That's going to be a 
really exciting fight. I'm 
going to be there,” said Ruiz 
Jr.

Joshua's loss to Usyk 
sur pr i sed  many people 
because they felt that he had 
the physical skills to win this 
fight if  he'd only used them. 
Even Joshua's promoter 
E d d i e  H e a r n  s e e m e d 
nonplussed in trying to make 
sense of  his loss.

Hearn wanted Joshua to 
employ his size & power and 
steamroll the smaller Usyk, 
but he wouldn't do it.

When Joshua had a 
chance to throw uppercuts 
and rough Usyk up when 
they were in close, he did 
nothing. It looked like Joshua 
showed Usyk too much 
respect and didn't want to go 
all out on him.

When Joshua did land 
shots to the head and body, 
you could see that he was 
hurting Usyk. The body shots 
that Joshua hit Usyk with 
visibly affected him.

ndy Ruiz Jr. believes 

Ait is not over for 
Anthony Joshua in 

spite of  his recent loss to 
Oleksandr Usyk in London.

J o s h u a  d i d n ' t  u s e 
movement or holding to tie 
up Usyk, as he'd done against 
Ruiz Jr. in their rematch in 
December 2019.

That was a fight in which 
Joshua took back his IBF, 
WBA & WBO heavyweight 
titles with a one-sided 12 
round unanimous decision.

Andy believes Joshua 
will come back from the loss 
and still be a significant 
player in the division.

T h e  f o r m e r 
IBF/WBA/WBO champion 
Ruiz Jr. is coming off  knee 
surgery for a torn meniscus. 
He says he'll be back inside 
the ring in December against 
possibly Charles Martin or 

ormer Super Eagles' Ff o r w a r d  F e m i 
Opabunmi has taken 

a dig at ex-international 
players found constantly up 
i n  a r m s  a g a i n s t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  t h e 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
Federation.

“It is the responsibility 
o f  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s , 
including former players of  
the game at every level, to 
help strengthen the system 
to enable  a  conducive 
environment for the game to 
thrive,” Opabunmi who star 
for Nigeria at the 2002 
Korea/Japan FIFA World 
Cup, noted. “I am shocked 
at what some of  my former 
colleagues are doing; they 
threaten the system and 
create chaos, confusion and 
crisis every now and then. 
This negative attitude and 
despicable activities do not 
befit their status.”

Opabunmi, who won 
FIFA U17 World Cup silver 
medal for Nigeria in 2001, 
insisted that posterity will 
judge harshly on those who 
create toxicity instead of  
m a k i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y 
flourish for the benefit of  all.

He said:  “From what I 

have seen, the present NFF 
administration led by Mr. 
Amaju Melvin Pinnick is 
the best in the history of  the 
game in Nigeria. They have 
been doing  wonder fu l 
things and have given ex-
internationals their due. No 
other administration has 
e m p l o y e d  m o r e  e x -
internationals in the office 
and  on  the  f i e ld ,  and 
recognized and honoured 
them more than the Pinnick 
administration.”

“ R e c e n t l y ,  t h e y 
honoured the Super Falcons 
of  1999 at their Awards 
c e r e m o n y.  T h e y  h ave 
honoured the 1980 Green 
Eagles and 1994 Super 
Eagles. People like Austin 
Eguavoen, Garba Lawal, 
Abdulraf iu Yusuf,  Si j i 
Lagunju, Garba Lawal, 
Nasiru Jibril and others are 
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  N F F 
secretariat. Joseph Yobo, 
Al loy Agu and Pascal 
Patrick are in the Super 
Eagles, and Ann Chiejine 
and Wemimo Mathew are 
also in the Super Falcons. 
Some of  my colleagues are 
also in different committees. 
What else do we want?”

Boxing: Anthony Joshua will bounce back
– Andy Ruiz

World Cup qualifiers: Okoye's
form worries ex-goalkeepers

NFF: Opabunmi
upbraids former
Nigeria
internationals

Joshua, Ruiz

Okoye
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general purse for the purpose of  
solving general problems in a 
transparent manner. A citizen is 
glad to pay his tax because it gives 
him the boldness to demand 
certain basic rights from the 
authorities.

These taxes are used to 
activate the laws of  the land so 
that they are active and swift in 
bringing justice to bear on sundry 
issues affecting citizens. A police 
o f f i ce r  knows  tha t  he  i s  
answerable to the citizen, no 
matter how rich or poor such a 
citizen is. This consciousness in 
the police officer keeps him on his 
toes in dealing with citizens. He is 
afraid of  crossing his bounds and 
being made to face the music.  
These officers of  the law actually 
go to the extreme in currying the  
favour of  ordinary people because 
indeed, power rests with the 
citizens. We hear of  policemen 
babysitting children whose 
parents have one issue or the 
other, and are away from home. A 
visit to some countries will give 
one the feeling that indeed, the 
citizen is king.

When a citizen has paid his 
tax and other bills, he expects to 
have  clean water in his house, 
office, parks  and other public 
places  regularly. If  there will be 
any interruptions of  the supply, he 
must be given prior notice with 
full reasons, apologies, etc. 

The presence of  a pot hole on 
the road is enough to sue the 
government or the contractor that 
built the road. That is in countries 
where the citizens count. A 
poorly constructed ramp, park, 
walkway, bridge, road or anything 
at all is a very serious issue that 
can cost someone's job and life 
savings or even cost his freedom. 
The citizen's right to the good life 
is sacrosanct and the government 
must respect it or cease to be.

When a citizen is stranded or 
lost, the government has a 
responsibility to provide every 
assistance to make sure such a 
person is well taken care of. In a 
country where people are treated 
as commoners, people think twice 
before approaching the police for 
help when they are in distress. 
This is because many times, such 

duty to treat their citizens with 
utmost care.

Old people who are citizens 
are entitled to some care from the 
authorities. There are homes built 
for them where all their needs are 
carefully met. The mentally 
retarded are also catered for. Even 
though they have suffered some 
mental impairment, that fact does 
not diminish their status as 
citizens. Homes and medical 
facilities are provided for their 
care and upkeep. They are not 
allowed to roam the streets naked, 
unkempt and hopeless. 

Citizens are given education 
for a better life. They are not just 
herded through school like goats. 
They are exposed to life-changing 
knowledge, skills and practices 
that will ultimately strengthen 
and make their system better. In 
places where people are treated as 
commoners, students are treated 
as slaves who must obey the 
whims and caprices of  lecturers 

n an earlier article, I tried to Ipoint out the distinction 
between citizens of  a country 

and commoners.  Citizens are 
owners of  the land who have a 
right to exercise all the rights 
accruing to human beings as 
dictated by the laws of  the land. 
Commoners, on the other hand, 
are indigenes of  a conquered land 
who are expected to be content 
with whatever the masters 
(conquerors) deem fit to give 
them. Commoners are a grateful 
lot, being daily reminded that 
they could have been killed if  the 
masters had so desired. They do 
not demand any rights neither do 
they complain about denial of  
their rights. To them everything is 
a privilege.

I want to stretch this thought a 
little further by drawing attention 
to a few factors that determine 
whether we are citizens or 
commoners in all honesty. I know 
that in a democracy, the ordinary 
people are called citizens but how 
we are addressed or what we are 
called is immaterial. How we are 
treated is what defines who we 
are.

When a people are invaded 
and conquered, they become 
answerable to the conquerors. 
The new lords decide what food 
they must eat, what language they 
will speak thenceforth, what gods 
they must worship, what kinds of  
clothes they may wear and how 
their system will run. 

Ve r y  i m p o r t a n t ly,  t h e  
conquerors impose financial 
burdens on these conquered 
people, which they must pay 
religiously if  they want to live.

This money is paid as fine. It 
can also be called a tribute. The 
commoner's duty is to pay this 
fine however the master wants it. 
It is not his business to know what 
the money will be used for. He 
dares not even ask any silly 
questions if  he values his life. On 
the other hand, citizens are 
required to pay taxes for the 
purpose of  nation building. The 
amount of  money to be paid by 
every citizen is not arbitrary. 
Many factors are considered to 
d e t e r m i n e  h ow  mu c h  a n  
individual citizen is to pay into the 

people end up in detention, 
accused of  loitering or any such 
funny terms manufactured and 
thrown on innocent people in a 
clime where security work is more 
punitive than corrective.

In places where people are 
treated as citizens, someone 
whose cat gets stuck on a tree 
takes his phone and calls the 
police and in minutes, a team of  
p o l i c e  m e n  a r r i ve s  w i t h  
ambulances just to rescue the cat 
of  a citizen. It is not charity. It is 
duty. Failure to do this attracts 
severe penalties. 

A citizen who has missed his 
way or is stranded in any way is 
entitled to a quick rescue mission 
that may cost the state huge sums 
of  money. After successfully 
rescuing this citizen, the officers 
keep checking on him for hours 
and days to make sure he is 
completely okay. They may not be 
so caring naturally, but it is their 

(
w

h o 
a r e  actuall
y gods) or r e m a i n  
frustrated for decades.  In such 
places, a lecturer forces students 
into sexual intimacy, forces them 
to buy books at arbitrary prices, 
and sometimes, forces them to 
wage war on his enemies through 
cult activities. They dare not 
c o m p l a i n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
administrators because they are 
always in sympathy with the 
lecturers and the fate of  any 
student that dares report his 
teacher is sealed. This can only 
happen to commoners who have 
no rights and no say. 

In nations that have citizens, 
students have a right to complain 
and to be given a fair hearing. The 
lecturers are aware that their jobs 
are on the line for messing with 
their students. A lecturer is 
conscious of  the fact that the 
students can get him kicked out so 
he has no choice than to treat 
them with due respect in carrying 
out his legitimate duties. 

Pensions and salaries are not 
privileges in societies where 
people are treated as citizens. 
These are normal things taken for 
granted. In the same vein, going 
to work and actually doing your 
duty everyday is not negotiable. 
The civil service rules are 
observed to the letter by the two 
p a r t i e s :  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  
employees. 

When a citizen dies, it is a big 
deal. Investigations must be 
carried out to know why he died. 
Anyone responsible for his death, 
even remotely, must be brought to 
book. On the other hand, 
commoners can die or be killed 
like fowls and are buried in a mass 
grave. No one bothers about the 
cause of  death and no one is held 
responsible. Their lives are worth 
next to nothing.

The Nigerian state is badly in 
need of  restructuring. The 
political leaders should show 
enough wil l  to under take 
comprehensive reforms that will 
save this country from shipwreck. 
The way I see it now, Nigeria 
should be talking about rulers and 
commoners. We are not yet 
qualified to be talking about 
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Imo NDLEA warns hotels against
harbouring illicit drug users 

he National Drug Law TEnforcement  Agency 
(NDLEA), Imo State 

command said that it had arrested 
about one hundred and ten 
suspects with drugs, seizing about 
seven hundred kilograms of  
drugs, such as Cannabis Sativa 
( I g b o ) ,  C o c a i n e,  H e r o i n , 
Tramadol, Metaphitamin (aka 
Mkpurummiri), Rophinol, Exol, 
Vadum, among others so far in 
2021.

The state commandant of  the 
agency, Mr. Nse Jack disclosed 
this in a chat with journalists at 
the agencies office, along Aba 
Road, Owerri.

He regretted that many youths 
of  the state are involved in various 
stages of  drug abuse, adding that 
the high number of  hotels in the 
state serve as convergent point for 
the drug takers. He therefore 
urged  the  hote l ie r s  to  put 
measures in place to prevent the 
use of  their premises for illicit 
drug businesses, because failure to 
do that will make them culpable.

According to the commandant, 

the last time the UNO conducted 
research on drug abuse in Nigeria 
in 2018, Imo State had the highest 
prevalence among states in the 
South East.

On the action taken against 
those caught with drugs, the 
commandant had these to say, 
"They are charged to court and 
when the court is through with 
them, most times the court send 
them to jail and at this point we 
apply to the court for permission 
to destroy the drugs publicly by 
burning, because we don't allow 
them to get back to the society.

He said the agency do not base 
only on arrest, prosecution and 
jailing, but also on counseling and 
rehabilitation, as well as aftercare.

He said the agency in Imo State 
is planning a lot of  enlightenment 
campaign do discourage people 
from drug abuse during the ember 
month, as according to him, the 
issue of  drug abuse has become a 
very serious problem in Nigeria 
that if  nothing serious was done 
about it, has the potential of  
ruining the country.


