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s the years go by, the Iriji 

Aceremony or new yam 
festival which before now 

w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  f e w  
communities has continued to 
i n c r e a s e  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  
acceptance and celebration in view 
of the unity of purpose it creates.

The event had been viewed to be a 
fetish celebration, drawing many 
away for fear of being described as 
worshippers of idols or deities. 
Very recently, Ndigbo has come to 
the reality of the unity and 
progressive conviviality the 
festival brings.

Today, some communities who 
hitherto described the event as 
ungodly and fetish have taken a 
detour, celebrating in grand style 
to the development of their areas. 

Just last week, the Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo announced that September 
29 has been set aside for Igbo Day 
celebration. This may be given to 
the fact that, Ndigbo is becoming 
aware that they need to converge 
around issues that unite them, 
than matters that divide them.

Although little evidence exists 
about the origin of the festival, it 
has since remained the people's 
custom and tradition. The 
impressive glamour attached to 
new yam ceremonies attracts 
indigenes of various communities, 
including those in the Diaspora, 
their friends and well-wishers to 
the celebration.

There is no specific date for the 
celebration of this Igbo festival for 
a l l  I g b o  t ow n s  b u t  m o s t  
communities hold the festival at 
the beginning of each harvest 
season to thank the gods for 
bountiful harvests, especially yam. 
In some Igbo communities, yam is 
regarded as the King or chief crop; 
hence it is a taboo for anyone to sit 
on it

New yam festivals are held to 
herald the formal eating of new 
yams; hence it is called new yam 

festival. Some Igbo elders do not 
eat new yam except after the 
formal yearly Iri ji festivals.

In Mbaise, for instance, people 
do not eat the new yam until after 
the celebration of Iri Ji festival. 
Mbaise is widely known for this 
celebration and has united the 
place greatly, with the attendant 
development. Iri Ji Mbaise has 
become an international event 
witnessed by sons and daughters of 
Mbaise and their friends at home 
and abroad. So it has become in 
other Igbo areas.

In places like Enugu Ezike, and 
other parts of Nsukka in Enugu 
State, gaily dressed married 
daughters in various communities 
return to their roots, with yams, 
goats, fowls or even cows to mark 
the event with their brothers and 
sisters who they had not seen over a 
period of time.

Ne ws Echo  envisages that  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo should harness 
from the unity this festival has 
brought of late to the communities 
and states, by ensuring that the 
South East zone also have a larger 
Iri Ji celebration where all the 
issues buffeting the zone are 
addressed, with far reaching 
decisions that will put the zone on 
a pedestal of  stability and 
development. 

T h e  I r i  J i  f e s t i v a l  c a n  
metamorphose into a convocation 
and convergence of Ndigbo where 
the South East can speak with one 
voice on national issues affecting 
the zone.

We however call on well meaning 
leaders of Ndigbo to think along 
that line of making appropriate use 
of the festival for the development 
of the zone. We urge that the 
traditional festival be enhanced to 
represent a platform which Ndigbo 
can use to make statements on 
national issues that affect her.

Monday, September 6, 2021

New yam festival:
Enhancing the unity
of Ndigbo
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Umudike, National Cereals 
Research Institute amongst 
others) to provide advanced 
seedlings and extension services 
to small holder farmers;creation 
of  large agro-allied zones for 
commercial and mechanized 
farming located within the State's 
crop production areas, supported 
by irrigation, storage and 
transport infrastructure; facilitate 
increased investment in the 
agriculture sector through 
integrated farming and extending 
through the  va lue  chain;  
establishment of  marketing 
boards to improve access to 
market to minimize economic 
shocks for small holder farmers 
and indeed all farmers within the 
state; enhance specialized/ 
vocational education to produce 
skilled workers for this industry".

Indeed, it has been magnificent 
in the agricultural sector.Abia's 
economy in few years ahead 
would be substantially driven by 
oil palm and other cash crops. The 
state has also deployed latest 
specie of  oil seedling called tenera 
w h i c h  w a s  b r e d  b y  t h e  
International Institute of  Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA).Tenera, which 
is a hybrid variety obtained by 
crossing Dura and Pisifera,  is a 
much better variety for industrial 
and economic purposes.

Nigeria -Ibadan, National Root 
Crops Research Institute – 

According to the Judge,  
Nwafor  had prayed the Court to 
declare that his arrest by the AIG 
and Supol Johnson, in the 
company of  operatives of  Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), 
Nigerian Army , DSS, Abia state 
Vigilante Services, aka, Bakasi 
B o y s  a n d  s e ve r a l  o t h e r s  
numbering over 20 at Ariaria 
International Market Aba, at the 
behest of  Eze Ezeike, and his 
detentions at zone 9 police 
Headquarters on 18th February 
2020, over a trade mark dispute 
between him and one Chinedu 
Ezeagu,  a  th i rd  par ty,  i s  
unconstitutional, unlawful, illegal 
and oppressive”.

He said that Nwafor had also 
prayed  that the respondents 
should pay him the sum of  N20 
million  as compensation for 
unlawful detention, torture and 
harassment.

In his ruling, the judge said that 
the reliefs of  the matter, which 
form part of  the statement are 
predicated on three grounds that 
Nwafor did not commit offense 
warranting his arrest, that the 
court has jurisdiction to entertain 
the matter  and that the African 
charter supports the enforcement 

agricultural research institutions 
(Cocoa Research Institute of  

the suit that joined the Assistant 
I n s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  
P o l i c e ( A . I . G )  Z O N E  9 ,  
Umuahia) and  one Supol 
Johnson,  O. C. Monitoring, was  
the only one represented in the 
suit by a Counsel, Barr. E. C. J. 
Uzoatu Esq.

On his part, Nwafor was 
represented by Edwin Okoro, 
with the brief  of  E .M. Ojiako 
Esq. of  E. M. Orjiako Chambers , 
Aba.

Justice Nwabughogu explained 
that Nwafors suit  was supported 
by a statement and an affidavit of  
17 paragraphs, accompanied with 
a written address, while  Ezeike, 
in his opposition to the suit, filed a 
counter affidavit of  15 paragraphs 
with 7 documents, marked 
exhibits 'A'  to 'G', which was  also 
accompanied with a written 
address.

The judge said that Nwafor, 
filed a  Counter affidavit against 
Ezeike, accompanied with a reply 
on points of  law.

The judge stated  that following 
their absence of  AIG and Johnson  
on February 23, 2020 when the 
matter came for hearing, their 
motion was struck out for want of  
diligent prosecution.

and grain/ rice; partnering with 
l o c a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

n Abia High Court, 

Asit t ing in Aba, has 
ordered one Chibueze 

Eze Ezeike,  a trader in Ariaria 
International Market Aba, to pay 
the sum of  N10. Million to  
Anayochukwu Nwafor, another 
trader in the same market for 
infringing on his fundamental 
Human right.

Ezeike was said to have 
arrested, and treated Nwafor like 
a common criminal, by  parading 
him with handcuffs in an open 
market after which he stripped his 
clothes and detained him with 
hardened criminals at the Zone 9 
Police Headquarters, Umuahia, 
Abia state capital.

The presiding Judge, His 
Lordship, Hon. Justice Innocent  
A. Nwabughogu said  that 
Ezeikes actions amounts to the 
infringement of  the fundamental 
rights of  Nwafor and ordered him 
to pay N10. Million for infringing 
on his rights.

He delivered the  judgment in a 
suit he said bordered on the 
enforcement of  the rights of  
Nwafor, dated March 21, 2020, 
and filed on March 30th 2020.

Ezeike, who first responded in 

utside the revolution 

Og o i n g  o n  i n  r o a d  
infrastructure in Abia 

State, where the construction of  
scores of  roads have been 
completed and others undergoing 
construction, some nearing 
completion, other sector that has 
attracted immense attention in the 
Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu's- led 
administration is the agricultural 
sector.

The governor's broadcast 
during 30th anniversary of  the 
state celebrated recently raised the 
already high hopes of  Abians that 
when the administration of  Gov. 
Ikpeazu winds up in May 29, 
2023, the governor would leave 
behind an attractive economy of  
the state that would not solely 
depend on allocations from oil, 
which prices are ever fluctuating.

Gov. Ikpeazu in the broadcast 
announced the completion of  
palm kernel oil processing plants 
in some local government areas of  
the state and the proliferation of  
cottage industries. He also 
strongly  assured that two more 
plants will be completed before 
this year winds up.

Rekindling the memories of  
illustrious sons of  Abia, Gen. 
Johnson Thomas Aguiyi Ironsi, 
and Dr. Michael Okpara, whose 
families lost their matriachs,Lady 
Victoria Aguiyi Ironsi and 
Adanma Okpara recently, the 
governor states:"In the area of  
agriculture, with revered reference 
to the memories of  those great 
amazons and their spouses, 
permit me to inform us that Abia 
State under our noble watch has 
embarked on the proliferation of  
Cottage industries in the local 
government areas of  our state. 
Today, we have completed palm 
kernel oil processing plants in 
Obingwa, Ugwunagbo, Umuahia 
North and Isiala Ngwa North. 
Two more will be ready before the 
end of  November 2021. These 6 
plants will be commissioned in 
December 2021". 

According to him "by the time 
we establish these in all the 17 
LGAs, and in addition to what we 
had done with the planting of  over 
4 million tenera seedlings of  oil 
palm, we would have further 
deepened the legacies of  M I 
POWER as an icon of  agricultural 
revolution in Nigeria". 

Abia's march to an agricultural 
hub in the country has been on a 
steady pace. Efforts are on top gear 
to revamp the Ulonma Farm 
Settlement established by the late 
premier of  the defunct Eastern 
Region, Dr. Michael Okpara.

There is no doubt that Gov. 
Ikpeazu is living up to part of  his 
manifesto in agriculture, which is 
"leveraging on the Federal 
Government's existin programs 
covering cocoa, palm oil, cassava 
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News Analysis

Obiano

By Okechukwu Keshi Ukegbu

Abia highlights in agriculture

Abia court orders Ezeike to pay 10 million 
Naira to Nwafor for rights infringement

of   the reliefs claimed by the 
applicant in the proceeding.

Quoting Nwafor's narration, the 
judge said that he visited one 
Chinedu Ezeagu at his shop, and 
while there, a team of  security 
officers and thugs raided , arrested 
and handcuffed Ezeagu, and that it 
was the first respondent, who 
ordered them to also arrest him  and 
another friend of  Ezeagu who was 
in the shop.

The judge said that there was no 
dispute warranting  the arrest and 
detention of  Nwafor, which, 
according to the Judge, Ezeike  
alluded to in his statement, which 
also the AIG and Supol Johnson 
failed to contest after being served 
the processes.

By virtue of  order viii rules 3 of  
the FREP Rules, they are deemed to 
have accepted the facts presented by 
Nwafor as true and capitulated to 
him, the judge said.

“Having failed to prove the 
legality of  Nwafor's arrest and 
detention, Ezeike is liable to Nwafor 
for breaching the fundamental 
human rights of  Nwafor and should 
pay the sum of  N10 Million to 
Nwafor  for the infringement of  his  
rights . 

Ikpeazu
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ut of  desires, come 

Odreams; out of  the 
abundance of  the heart, 

the mouth speaks. Our dominant 
aspirations have ways of  affecting 
our thought processes; our 
persistent thoughts mold our 
views and affect our actions. We 
see what we look out for – and get 
what we give. Everyone gives 
what he has in abundance so the 
troubled soul radiate troubles 
while the peaceful give peace.

We walk the talk; we work and 
pray, hoping for the best, and we 
can go extra miles in search and 
pursuit of  the best for ourselves 
and our relations. But somewhere 
in the continuum of  desires and 
wishes, exist negative forces with 
destructive tendencies. While we 
wish the best for ourselves, some 
of  us can go to any length with 
evil machinations to pull others 
down; destroying life and 
property in the process as long as 
they are not at the receiving end. 

Some people have penchant to 
destroy what they cannot benefit 
f r o m  h oweve r  g o o d  a n d  
ennobling such might be. This is 
not the route to good success and 
should be avoided. It does not 
make sense to destroy what one 
cannot make. A critical analysis 
of  life has shown that pulling 
someone down won't really push 
the puller up. Extinguishing 
someone's light can never 
illuminate your darkness nor 
increase the intensity and 
brightness of  your own light.

Another person's success 
cannot deprive you of  your own. 
Killing someone can never add an 
extra second to the life span of  the 
killer. Every life unjustly wasted is 
a minus and can only add to the 
pool of  negativity. There is always 
irreparable loss when someone 
dies but it is only those affected 
that can feel the pains.

The world is big enough to 
accommodate all of  us, and we 
can honestly provide our needs 
without threat, competition or 
fear of  domination when we go 
out to seek solution not sympathy. 
Your chosen profession, trade or 
occupation needs more divergent 
people for a better outlook and net 
worth so stop that idea of  
monopoly and fear of  healthy 
competition. Embrace others for 
the beauty of  creation. Greed 
only comes with primitive 
limitations; mischief  blurs 
creative drive. No one can have it 
all. Humanity is one. We are 
interdependent.

We are the people and can only 
thrive in the midst of  others. More 
is merrier; together is better. It is 
in relating with others well that 
we harness our potentials; in 
uplifting others, we get to the top 
safely at the right time. We learn 

by teaching others; we grow by 
empowering and equipping 
people for greatness. What we 
give is actually what we multiply 
and every multiplication yields 
fruits in multiple folds so we need 
each other and one another to 
explore life and do real exploits.

Opening the hands allows for 
expansion.  Showing l i t t le  
kindness is a priceless act for love 
that guarantees genuine peace of  
mind. The hand that gives never 
lack even in times of  scarcity and 
want because giving is the only 
way to getting treasures without 
measure – and no one can out give 
Nature which is the fountain of  
all things – so give and learn to 
g ive  your  m os t  p r ec ious  
belonging and see what will 
happen thereafter. The more you 
give, the more you would be 
blessed.

The best competition is to 
compete with yourself  but if  such 
competition is not healthy, 
productive and edifying, it doesn't 
worth it so don't engage into it. 
Waste no time for destructive 
ideas; avoid every thought 
process that will put you on the 

negative path; don't use any 
device that can lure you into 
wasteful acts; dissociate from 
every company that is capable of  
deliberately leading you into 
temptation. Evil communications 
corrupt good manners; bad 
friends impact negatively and 
lead to destruction.

Your best can only manifest 
when you unselfishly go out to 
solve problems and make 
peaceful coexistence possible. 
You beautify the world when you 
put a smile on someone's face. 
You fulfill a purpose when you 
add value to life. Never cease from 
giving a helping hand to those in 
need.  Str ive to providing 
solutions to problems. The world 
will get better when you go out to 
impact your generation positively 
at the right time and space 
without expectation of  rewards 
that would invariably come when 
least expected. It pays to build 
than to destroy. Accommodation 
e n s u r e s  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
preservation.

Let it not be your wish to 
prosper at the expense of  another 
person as there are consequences 

for doing so. Let it not be your 
experience to constipate from 
overfeeding when many people 
scavenge and starve to death. In 
praying and working for success, 
don't deliberately cause someone 
to bend his head in pains and cry. 
Don't allow your success to be a 
source of  worry and sorrow to 
another person. Don't use your 
blessings to suppress others and 
promote unhealthy strife.

No one can own the world. No 
one is self-sufficient. No one is 
indispensable. Everyone comes 
for a purpose. We are all 
important but for a while. At the 
appointed time, we reach our 
peak and thereafter decline and 
die. No one can reign for too long; 
no one can live forever. When it is 
inevitable to go, be glad to kiss 
and say goodbye but don't forget 
that this will only be possible 
when there is no regrets, no secret 
confessions and no restitution to 
be made. Be at peace with 
yourself  and others. Appreciate 
life for what it is – life. Like the 
covenant of  day and night, it is 
ups and downs experience that 
makes life worth living.

S t
u d y  

life on 
t h e  

straight line 
o f  the past, the present 
with a peep into the future and tell 
yourself  how far and how well 
you have gone using those before 
you as compass? Were you to 
score yourself, what will be your 
mark using your secret thoughts 
and actions when no one's 
watching as yardsticks?

Hug yourself; clean your eyes; 
dust the past, maximize the 
present and continue. We all have 
our past so move on.  Life is only 
but a voyage – make it fun, 
impactful and memorable. Live in 
such a way that you consciously 
and deliberately leave no one in 
pains by your conducts and 
actions; relate freely so as not to 
connive with anyone to  serve evil 
buffet to someone not even your 
worst enemy; be free in your soul 
that you can live to the full, having 
along good success with peace of  
mind. Don't be economical with 
the truth else you aid and abate 
e v i l  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  
unconsciously; don't choose the 
path of  silence for political 
correctness because you are not 
involved as harvest time will 
always come where even silence 
would be rewarded.  Seek the 
truth, and when you find it, speak 
it loud and clear to set the records 
straight and set the captive free.

My recommendations, my 
prescript ions for  peaceful  
coexistence are for everyone 
including myself. Therefore, it is 
not my wish to be a clog in the 
wheel of  progress of  humanity. 
It's not my wish to pull anyone 
down as such can by no means 
push me up an inch; it's not my 
wish to put red tapes and 
landmines on someone else's 
route for doing so cannot in 
anyway shorten the distance of  
my journey; it's not my wish to 
put off  another person's light 
because such act will never 
increase the intensity and 
brightness of  my own light. 

Whatever the circumstance, no 
one's success can stop my own 
success at the appointed time and 
space.  Though my best may not 
necessarily be the best but within 
the limits of  my ability, I strive to 
beautify the world and make 
things bright and beautiful for the 
common good of  all.

Instead of  wasting time and 
energy to curse darkness, get a 
candle and light it. Let's do it 
together and make the world a 
better place.

“The world is big enough to accommodate all of  us, and we can honestly 
provide our needs without threat, competition or fear of  domination when we 

go out to seek solution not sympathy. Your chosen profession, trade or 
occupation needs more divergent people for a better outlook and net worth so 
stop that idea of  monopoly and fear of  healthy competition. Embrace others 

for the beauty of  creation. Greed only comes with primitive limitations; 
mischief  blurs creative drive. No one can have it all. Humanity is one. We 
are interdependent. We are the people and can only thrive in the midst of  
others. More is merrier; together is better. It is in relating with others well 

that we harness our potentials; in uplifting others, we get to the top safely at 
the right time. We learn by teaching others; we grow by empowering and 

equipping people for greatness. What we give is actually what we multiply 
and every multiplication yields fruits in multiple folds so we need each other 

and one another to explore life and do real exploits.

We can only thrive in the midst
of others



fortunes of  the rural 
dwellers.

Rural dwellers, who 
spoke to News Echo in 
August, had alleged that 
their community link 

 philanthropist, Chief  Philip 

AChristian Onyewuchi, has 
b e e n  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h 

"Nwatakwochaka 1 of  Owerri North" 
by the traditional ruler of  Orji 
autonomous community, HRH, Eze 
Dr. Innocent Opara, during the new 
yam festival of  the community held at 
Orji primary school, last Saturday.

S p e a k i n g  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s , 
Onyewuchi noted that the chieftaincy 
conferment on him was due to his 
philanthropic gesture to humanity 
especially Orji indigenes who he said 
he has helped with his connection to 
travel overseas for greener pastures. 

According to the business tycoon 
and politician, "as someone who fears 
God and believes in humanity, I 
donated a football cup for Orji youths 
and gave free education scholarship to 
the less -  pr ivi leged in Or j i  in 
2009/2010.

I'm one of  those who facilitated 
and roofed the Oha Orji hall at Nkwo-
Orji market. Due to my resilience, 
hardwork, Eze Opara picked me as 
one of  the Odogus representing 
Umuasonye village in the royal 
cabinet member".

T h e  f o r m e r  C o m m u n i t y 

Government Council Youth Leader of  
Orji and Interim Chairman of  Orji 
Youth Movement in 2018, added that 
he has traveled to many countries like 
Turkey, Togo, Malaysia, Brazil among 
others where he attracted goodies for 
himself  and his people, saying "many 
natives of  Orji traveled outside the 
country through his contact. I'm very 
happy and grateful for the honor 
which I promise to always enliven to 
keep Orji on success lane".

Felicitating with him, member 
representing Owerri North State 
Constituency in Imo Assembly, Hon. 
Philip Ejiogu urged youths to continue 
to participate in cultural activities like 
the new yam festival to keep their 
cultures afloat. "Orji is one of  my 
strongholds and I will do my best to 
support them in all ramifications ".

However, the Prime Minister of  
Orji autonomous community, High 
Chief  Cosmos Ugochukwu Achilike 
(Akajiugorji), described the festival as 
"remarkable which is most cherished 
by the people because it brings peace, 
unity and progress in the land. We 
thank God for seeing us through the 
planting season to the harvesting 
season".

roads had been abandoned 
for over 20 years by 
s u c c e s s i v e  
administrations, despite 
huge contract awards.

reconstruction projects.
Aguocha also charged 

other wealthy individuals 
and groups in Ohuhu clan 
to key into the projects to 
transform the economic 

Ohuhu Welfare Union, 
Chief  Obi  Aguocha 
commended the United 
States-based Nurse for the 
initiative and promised to 
par tner in the road 

sets to six secondary 
schools in Ohuhu land, 
even as a mini stadium is 
to be built to harvest 
sports talents.

President-General of  

 United States of  

AAmerica-based 
N u r s e  a n d  

i n d i g e n e  o f  O f e m e  
Ohuhu, Chief  Raymond  
Ofoegbu has  mobilised a 
team of  donors in the war 
a g a i n s t  p o o r  
infrastructure in Ofeme 
and other villages of  
Ohuhu in Umuahia North 
LGA of  Abia State. 

It would be recalled that 
the traditional ruler of  
Ofeme community, HRM, 
Eze Elijah Udoka had  
through the media, cried 
out to  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu and President 
Mohamadu Buhari to 
rescue his people from 
collapsed roads and gully 
erosion, revealing that his 
people may die of  hunger 
if  nothing was done.

The royal also told 
journalists how poor 
access roads forced him to 
abandon his personal car 
inside his palace for some 
weeks.

Responding to the 
a p p e a l s  f r o m  h i s  
traditional ruler, Chief  
Ofoegbu explained to 
j o u r n a l i s t s  t h a t  h i s  
attention was drawn to the 
recent outcry of  his people 
whom he said, suffered in 
underdevelopment.

According to him, "one 
needs to do something 
challenging, remarkable 
and that can stand the test 
of  time to salvage the 
critical condition of  
communities" he said.

He donated N5 million 
naira as counterpart 
funding for the project, 
adding that the road 
rehabilitation would first 
focus on death-trap areas 
o f  U m u e z i k e - A f o r  
Umuda and Umunkpu to 
Umuezike roads as other 
partners had agreed to 
realise the projects as 
according to him, "the 
project is too big for an 
individual to handle".

Ofoegbu who also 
d e c r i e d  t h e  p o o r  
conditions of  Ofeme 
secondar y Technical  
school, also announced 
the donation of  computer 
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Nurse declares war on bad roads, others in
Abia community
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Philanthropist bags chieftaincy title
as Orji celebrates new yam festival
By Ikenna Orioha

Chief Raymond Ofoegbu with some donors while inspecting the bad roads



speeches, Women Leaders 
of  the community, Juliana 
Uzoegbu  and  Grace  
Ayozie, accused Prof  
Nnenna Otti of  nursing the 
intention to "destroy 
Obinze by forcefully taking 
their lands just as her 
predecessors did after they 
had sacrificed many lands 
to FUTO", advising the 
Vice Chancellor to apply 
caution, as well as fear 
God.

However, the protesters 
carried placards with 
inscriptions as: "Land 
Grabbers, Leave Our Land 
Alone, The Persons Of  
Stanley Anyanwu, Ifeanyi 
Oparanze, Prof  Nnenna 
Otti, Governor Hope 
Uzodinma, Please, Leave 
Our Lands Alone".

he Regent of  Oba, TIdemili South Local 
Gover nment Area, 

P r i n c e  N o e l  E z e n w a 
(Ezeamaalu Oba) has tasked 
all stakeholders from the nine 
villages of  Oba community to 
be  v ig i lant  and secur i ty 
conscious. 

Prince Ezenwa made the call 
during the community's New 
Yam festival at his palace, 
saying that urbanisation and 
influx of  non-indigenes into 
the community called for 
security alertness. 

According to Ezenwa, if  
there is no security of  life and 
property, you can neither 
engage in any meaningful 
business, agriculture nor any 
kind of  celebration including 
new yam festivals. 

"Oba has nine villages and 
every leader should take up a 
responsibility. Issues should 
not be left to the Central 

Vigilance Group. Let us be 
conscious of  activities within 
our locality and report any 
useful information promptly". 

"With rapid development, 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i s 
experiencing that the law 
enforcement agencies cannot 
work in isolation. Let us be our 
brother's keepers as we work 
for the good and progress of  
Oba," he said.

Earlier while performing the 
'ikpo onunu', that included 
cut t ing  and  feed ing  the 
ancestors and eating the new 
yam, Ezenwa thanked God for 
b l e s s i n g  m a n k i n d  w i t h 
mystery of  use of  crops to 
sustain life. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  C h i e f  
Okwuduba Anyaorah, Ijele 
Oba thanked God for a good 
harvest and festival saying that 
the new yam was a prestigious 
traditional festival that unites 
all Igbo people for conviviality 
and appreciation to God. 

intervene to save the ugly 
situation before it gets out 
of  hand.

Lending his voice, Vice 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  U c h e  
Ndukwu, lamented that 
Obinze people are not 
happy with the issue of  
land dispute between them 
and FUTO. "Why must 
FUTO decide to hijack our 
lands for building a 
teaching hospital whereas 
it has enough lands on its 
premises to build whatever. 
This is uncalled for, hence 
we urge the new FUTO 
Vice Chancellor, Prof  
Nnenna Otti, to toe the 
path of  peace and honor to 
settling the land dispute 
amicably".

I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  

h i j a c k i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  
s h o r t c h a n g i n g  a n d  
destruction of  their lands 
should stop otherwise they 
will take law into their own 
hands to retrieve and 
protect their lands.

According to Ejike, "it is 
quite unfortunate that our 
only remaining ancestral 
lands have been forcefully 
taken away from us by 
FUTO, state and federal 
governments at our own 
e x p e n s e.  U m u e k p u ,  
Umunebo and Obokwu 
have given enough lands to 
F U T O,  A r m y  a n d  
R e d e m p t i o n  E s t a t e  
( H e a r t l a n d  P h a s e  
1,2,3,4,5, and 6 to state 
government). Of  all these, 
why must they still want to 
take away these only 
remaining lands from us 
forcefully".

The people alleged that 
some people who are not 
indigenes of  Obinze are 
conniving with FUTO to 
grab their lands without 
proper notification to the 
owners as they called on 
government to urgently 

h e  p e o p l e  o f  TU m u n e b o ,  
U b o k w u  a n d  

Umuekpu of  Obinze  
autonomous community 
of  Owerri West local 
government area of  Imo 
State, have accused Federal 
University of  Technology 
O we r r i  ( F U T O ) ,  o f   
destruction, grabbing and 
selling their only remaining 
ancestral lands without 
proper negotiation with 
them.

Without mincing words, 
the community had asked 
management of  FUTO to 
stay off  from their lands or 
face the wrath of  their 
ancestors who they said are 
angry.

In a peaceful protest 
staged by elders, women 
and youths   o f  the  
community on the said 
lands last week, the people, 
through the Youth Leader 
of  Umunebo, Oparanozie 
Ejike, stated that FUTO is 
using its state and federal 
powers to forcefully grab 
and sell their lands at their 
own detriment, saying the 
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By Ikenna Orioha

Obinze community accuses FUTO of land
grabbing, destruction

Change of name
I, formerly known, called and addressed as UCHE 
CHIOMA PRECIOUS, now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as EZEOCHA PRECIOUS 

CHIOMA. All documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should note.

Signed:
EZEOCHA PRECIOUS CHIOMA

Community leader
harps on security,
celebrates new yam
festivity 
From Karen James,
Nnewi

Obinze community protesting grabbing, destruction and selling of their lands by FUTO  without proper negotiation, last week, at the area.
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about the 'real' intentions 
underlying such a demand, 
adamant from the outset that it 
must be anything but altruistic!

For a nation whose nationals 
are almost always on the lookout 
for targets  to blame for 
e v e r y t h i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  
unfortunate (notwithstanding 
that it may be the proper and 
justified outcome of  a chain of  
events), the aggregation of  
society into combative 'we' 
versus 'them' columns is very 
easy.

Thus, the person against 
whom the  l aw i s  be ing  
legitimately enforced, sees all 
enforcement activity and even 
the person enforcing the law as 
extensions of  his/her so-called 
oppressors. 

T h e  t r a g e d y  w e  h av e  
confronting us as a nation is that 
at every turn, we see our very 
best in every facet of  life either 
lying waste or dormant and, as 
we are wont to say, we prefer 
instead to travel all the way to 
Sokoto in unending quixotic 
searches for that which is right 
here with us in our sokoto!

The question is, do we need 
more laws or regulations? I 
certainly think we need better, 
more responsive laws as 
veritable guardrails of  our 
march to nationhood. But, 
whilst we are hard at work 
formulating those, the real 
question begging for answer is, 
how much of  the functionality 
of  available laws have we, as 
Nigerians, tested to hold both 
public officers and the public 
system they run accountable? 
The simple answer from our 
experience, when we asked 
bankers to comply with extant 
provisions of  that very old law, is 
sadly not very much.

This is why it so gratifying for 
those of  us at the EFCC to note 
that as a Commission, we have 
deliberately chosen to show 
leadership in asking public office 
holders to account for our 
commonwealth that they hold in 
trust.

In this regard, we make bold to 
s ay  t h a t  n o  a g e n c y  o f  
government in Nigeria has done 
m o r e  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  
development of  the law in the 
last 18 years than the EFCC. 
This is because every day, across 
the length and breadth of  this 
country, we are using the 
instrumentality of  extant laws to 
h o l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  
accountable. To be contd.

matter who it is that has 
committed an infraction.

I take it that they have 
achieved that enforcement 
nirvana that makes each and 
every person to accept that the 
first and indeed the only rule for 
holding public office is to act for 
the public good and that when 
you act contrary to set laws or 
regulations, you will be held to 
account.

In those climes, enforcement 
is a given, it is a normal course of  
action attracted by infraction 
and not (as we tend to conceive it 
here) as some grand witch hunt.

Let us be clear that while 
focusing on enforcement, 
principally from the law 
enforcement perspective, this is 
really an issue that cuts across all 
facets of  our lives as Nigerians. 
Like white elephant projects 
never designed to work, the 
regard we have for our laws is 
that of  decorative monuments 
on our national landscape.

A law or regulation is only as 
good as its enforcement. A 
society where enforcement is 
jaundiced or non-existent is 
inevitably sucked faster into the 
black hole of  failure. We are 
plagued by a situation where the 
auto-response to any demand for 
accountability is to raise doubts 

we tend to run to, to borrow the 
yardsticks for measuring or 
situating our own collective 
progress (or lack of  it), are not 
doing anything extraordinary; in 
very plain terms, they enforce 
their laws and regulations, no 

The work my colleagues and I 
have been lucky to be called to do 
at the EFCC, is essentially to 
enforce the law, without let or 
hindrance, and that is what we 
will continue do without 
minding whose ox is gored. 
However, another plank of  our 
twin mandate, which Nigerians 
do not hear a lot about or do not 
seem to appreciate, is that of  
prevention.

As such, we are charged under 
the EFCC (Establishment) Act, 
2004, to engage appropriate 
mechanisms to prevent the 
commission of  economic and 
financial crimes. This includes 
e n g a g i n g  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
stakeholders, and carrying out 
enlightenment and sensitisation 
campaigns, with a view to 
nipping economic and financial 
crimes in the bud.

However, I have always 
maintained that there is no better 
prevention tool than a vigorous 
enforcement regime, one that is 
applied across the board in strict 
adherence and compliance with 
e x t a n t  l aw s ,  r u l e s  a n d  
regulations.

It is only in the environment of  
rigorous, unbiased enforcement 
under the strict dictates of  the 
law that, I believe, we can move 
this nation forward.

Let us face it, those countries 

here are so many matters Twe all agree on in 
Nigeria. However, there 

is perhaps none more so than the 
fact that Nigeria is a country of  
laws. We also coalesce a 
hundred per cent around the fact 
that our bane is the lack of  the 
enforcement of  these laws.

However, this realisation has 
not served to point us in the 
direction of  more rigorous 
enforcement as the best vehicle, 
at least for now, to convey us to 
our El Dorado. Rather, we, 
again, almost unanimously, 
hanker after more laws, which 
we say would be better laws to 
address the same age-old 
circumstances and emergent 
variants of  ancient problems.

I n  o u r  r e a l m  o f  l aw  
enforcement, nothing illustrates 
this, I think, better than the 
statement I made some months 
back, that the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) would start requesting 
from bankers evidence of  their 
compliance with the Bank 
Employees Declaration of  Asset 
Act, 1986.

No sooner had I made this 
declaration, setting June 1 as the 
date we would start requesting 
the bankers' confirmation of  
their statuses with respect to the 
provisions of  the Act, than all 
hell was let loose.

The interventions on that 
matter made by many otherwise 
distinguished 'public affairs 
analysts' did nothing to take 
away from the fact that the 
mentioned law has been in 
existence for almost four 
decades; they did nothing to 
take anything away from the fact 
that even way back then, thirty-
five years ago, the Nigeria we 
dreamt of  building was one in 
which the guardians of  our 
private wealth and the public till, 
those from whom the highest 
possible level of  professional 
integrity and moral rectitude 
was expected, did not become 
vehicles of  money laundering 
themselves.

Furthermore, the avalanche 
of  interventions did not deny the 
fact that the law has been 
comatose until now. Rather, 
many of  the individuals and 
sponsored groups who felt 
pained enough to weigh in, 
sought to divert attention and 
spin a narrative that the EFCC 
was overreaching its legal 
mandate, a position that's 
essentially a rebuke of  the 
EFCC's raison d'etre.

Monday, September 6, 2021

Soludo

Issues

By Abdulrasheed Bawa

EFCC and the law enforcement 
imperative

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

Let us be clear that 
while focusing on 

enforcement, 
principally from the 

law enforcement 
perspective, this is 

really an issue that cuts 
across all facets of  our 
lives as Nigerians. Like 
white elephant projects 
never designed to work, 
the regard we have for 

our laws is that of  
decorative monuments 

on our national 
landscape.

Barwa
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Umuahia from all over the State 
to be sworn-in, were told to go 
home and wait till the next 
action.

The court order was an 
answered prayer to members of  
the Ikechi Emenike group, some 
who boast that they have 
support from party  national 
headquarters  to take over Abia 
APC.

Pro-Emenike members also 
boast that President Mohamadu 
Buhari  i s  in  suppor t  of  
Emenike's interests in governing 
God's own State.

The loyalists further claim that 
a solid relationship exists 
between President Mohamadu 
Buhari and Chief  Emenike, 
which according to them, is 
responsible for plum positions 
enjoyed by Emenike, his family  
and other trusted associates.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  
appointment of  Dr Uzoma 
E m e n i k e  a s  N i g e r i a ' s  
ambassador to the United States 
of  America (USA) is a pointer to 
the solid relationship  even as 
her husband, Ikechi has also 
gar nered lots  of  federal  
r e c o g n i t i o n s  ,  b y  h i s  
appointment by as the Pro-
Chancellor of  University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka.

Apart from his plum job of  
pro-chancellorship, Emenike 
also led the APC screening 
committee for Anambra 2021 
governorship election.

But Donatus Nwankpa would 
not believe any of  these claims 
as he insists that President 
Buhari is not in any way, 
involved in the Abia APC 
problems.

Rather, the party supremo 
made it clear during the August 

convened on Thursday, two days 
before the July 31 nation-wide 
ward congresses of   APC, 
indicating that it was more of  
battle for control of  party 
structure .

However, Emenike in his 
reaction through his association, 
Obilor Ogbonna ,dismissed the 
story of  his reported suspension, 
insisting that the national 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A P C  h a d  
previously in 2018, quashed  
purported  suspension, while 
urging party members and the 
other  APC lovers  to treat the 
reported suspension as a ruse.

"Suspension by outgoing 
caretaker committee 12 hours to 
ward congresses slated for 31st 
July is a distraction to  High 
Chief  Emenike and should be 
ignored", Ogbonna advised.

But the the real drama took the 
centre stage during the ward 
congress on 31 July as  two 
parallel congresses were held in 
different locations of  the State, 
same day even as  Donatus 
Nwankpa  lamented  that a 
group sent from the national 
headquarters of  the party in 
Abuja failed to show up at the 
party secretariat  at Azikiwe 
road in Umuahia on the day of  
congress but went somewhere 
with fake congress materials. 

Despite the alleged hijacking, 
Nwankpa said his party still 
conducted the congress with 
original forms.

A g a i n ,  J u s t i c e  C . H .  
Ahuchaogu of  Ukwa Judicial 
division at Aba in an interim 
injection, restrained Nwankpa-
led APC from swearing-in the 
elected officials.

It was a disappointing day at 
3 8  A z i k i we  r o a d  p a r t y  
secretariat in  Umuahia on 5th 
August when the elected APC 
Ward chairmen and other 
executives who had arrived 

collapsing his  own structure to 
Ikechi Emenike's own, declaring 
that Emenike was the messiah 
the State needed to progress.

The visit by the APC ward 
leaders coincided with the the  
visit of  Governors Hope 
Uzodinma

and Yahya Bello of  Kogi and 
Imo States who attended the 
burial ceremony of  Emenike's 
mother in-law.

Weeks  a f ter,  the  State  
expanded caucus meeting of  
APC, precisely on 29th July,  
announced the suspension of  
Chief  Ikechi Emenike from the 
party.

In fact, the caucus meeting 
was held at Ntalakwu, Ikwuano 
home of  Chief  Emeka Atuma 
while Dr Uche Ogah, Minister 
of  State for mines and steel 
chaired the decision-making 
event.

The suspension of  Emenike 
was conducted through a voice 
vote while personalities at the 
meeting included Senator Chris 
Adighije, Emeka Wogu, former 
m i n i s t e r  o f  l a b o u r  a n d  
productivity, Hon Sam Onuigbo 
of  Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
constituency and his Bende 
f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y  
counterpart, Hon Ben Kalu.

Others in attendance were 
Chief  Stanley Ohajuruka, 
Mar t ins Azubuike,  Acho 
Obioma and Mrs Blessing 
Nwagba.

It was  also announced at the 
expanded  caucus  meeting that 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu, Senate 
Chief  Whip who was on his way 
to the Ntalakwu Ikwuano 
meeting  returned to Abuja to 
attend to another emergency.

Hon Nkeiruka Onyejiocha of  
I s u k w u a t o / U m u n n e o c h i  
federal constituency and Dr 
Alex Otti did not attend.

The suspension meeting was 

assurances by Nwankpa, a fresh 
threat of  crises is blowing 
through the ranks of  the broom 
party in the God's own State 
with two different camps 
fighting for the control of  the 
party central structure presently.

While one of  the factions are 
led by Chief  Ikechi Emenike, 
Hon Nkeiruka Onyejiocha of  
I s u k w u a t o / U m u n n e o c h i  
federal constituency,  Chief  
Friday Nwanozie Nwosu, the 
other group is populated by 
heavyweights like Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu, Chief  Donatus 
Nwankpa, Dr Uche Ogah, Hon 
Benjamin Kalu, Senator Chris 
Adighije etc.

This raging battle which 
started from  Abuja, federal 
capital and Umuahia has now 
spread to the local government 
and ward levels of  the Abia 
State, with many party members 
cautioning  against repeat of  
past mistakes.

F i r s t ,  e x p e c t e d  2 0 2 3  
governorship aspiration of  
Chief  Ikechi Emenike sparked 
fear in  camps of  some party 
bigwigs, who are allegedly jittery 
that Emenike's ambition may 
gift him control of  the party's 
structure in the State and once 
again, make party leaders to 
work in cross purposes.

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  g a i n e d  
prominence first week of  July 
when APC groups  from  over 
350 wards  of  the State paid a 
visit to Chief  Emenike in  his 
c o u n t r y  h o m e  , O h u h u ,  
Umuahia North LGA where 
they "unanimously endorsed"  
t h e  w o r l d  B a n k  m e d i a  
consultant as the next Governor 
of  Abia.

During the endorsement, a 
t w o - t i m e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  
candidate and a frontline lawyer, 
Chief  Friday Nwanozie Nwosu 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h e  wa s  

n Thursday, 5th August, 

Ot h i s  y e a r ,  S t a t e  
C h a i r m a n  o f  A l l  

Progressive Congress(APC) in 
Abia State, Chief  Donatus 
Nwankpa told the world during 
a press briefing that there is no 
crises in his party.

He also assured that the party 
which he leads, was still intact, 
united and stronger despite the 
suspension  of  Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike  and  Enyinnaya  
Harbour from the party.

Before the August 5 briefing, 
Nwankpa had at Mbawsi, Isiala 
Ngwa North and Old Onitsha 
Hall, Umuahia respectively, told 
mammoth crowd of  party 
supporters and stakeholders that 
" We are prepared to rescue Abia 
State in 2023 from hands of  
oppressors".

At Old Onitsha Hall in 
Umuahia particularly, Nwankpa 
told the party gathering, " In 
2015 and 2019, we made some 
mistakes as individuals but this 
time around, those mistakes 
have been identified and 
corrected . We are going to win  
all elective positions in Abia 
State  in 2023. It will be 5 over 5 
", Nwankpa declared and 
received a thunderous applause 
from the elated party faithful.

He went on to announce that 
APC in Abia was in the process 
of  reconciling all aggrieved 
members of  the party towards 
achieving the victory project.

These declarations, he made 
with utmost confidence and total 
convictions that his party was 
assembl ing  a  water - t ight  
strategies to defeat their biggest 
rival, the People's Democratic 
Party(PDP) and take over the 
State after unsuccessful attempts 
in 2015 and 2019.

But barely a year after the 

By Dan Maduagwu

Continues on Pg. 11

Abia 2023: Why internal squabble 
threatens APC's  chances 
Emenike, Onyejiocha, Nwosu in camp A  Kalu, Nwankpa, Ogah in  B Alex Otti in dilemma

Emenike Onyejiocha Nwosu
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federal constituency by-election, 
some leaders of  APC worked 
against the interest it and this 
development, it was believed, 
affected the chances of  APC.

While Hon Mascot Uzor 
Kalu, the candidate of  APC was 
in one area of  Aba campaigning 
for votes in the contest against  
Chimaobi Ebisike of  PDP, 
Prince Paul Ikonne, another 
party stalwart was in another 
street campaigning against his 
own party, APC.

Ikonne, the son of  paramount 
ruler of  Aba, HRM Eze Isaac 
Ikonne  reportedly hinged his 
pos i t ion  on  the  a l l eged  
imposition of  Mascot Uzor 
Kalu as APC candidate to 
occupy the seat vacated by late 
Hon Ossy Prestige of  APGA.

APC  eventually lost the poll 
to PDP, with the loser, Mascot 
Kalu congratulating Ebisike, 
capped with a promise not to 
challenge the PDP candidate's  
victory in court.

B u t  n o  s a n c t i o n  w a s  
hammered on Prince Paul 
Ikonne by his party for the 
supposed anti-party activity.

PDP, the ruling party in Abia 
sees APC as the gathering of  
disunited minds who are also 
not capable of  developing the 
God's own State.

The umbrella party in a 
statement by its publicity 
secretary, Mr Fabian Nwankwo, 
maintained that his party would 
continue its winning streak 
beyond 2023.

Nwankwo stressed that PDP 
i s  m o r e  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  
entrenched in the grassroots 
than any other political party in 
Abia, concluding that APC 
would like in the past, crash like 
a pack of  cards.

To put a lie to Nwankwo's 
dooms day  predictions, APC 
bigwigs must close ranks in 
h a r m o n y  t o  avo i d  s e l f  
destruction.

Failure to achieve the desired 
concord may once again, deny it 
the desired results.

The financial expert is also yet 
to openly declare allegiance to 
any of  the two camps of  his 
party, preferring to study the 
developments while  carrying 
out several  humanitarian  
activities through his  Alex Otti 
foundations for now.

A n o t h e r  o b s t a c l e  t h a t  
confront Otti in his new party is 
that some former  chieftains of  
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) who scuttled his two-time 
governorship ambition in 2015 
and 2019, are now with him 
APC after decamping from 
PDP.

Another top shot of  the party 
whose interest is not yet  clearly 
defined is Gen Azubuike 
Ihejirika, former Nigeria's Chief  
of  Army staff, one of  the newest 
entrants to the broom party.

Ihejirika who hails from 
Ovim, Isukwuato LGA was one 
the materials tipped to succeed  
Chief  Theodore Orji as Abia 
State Governor in 2015 but he 
declined the the alluring offer 
and travelled out of  the country 
to "cool his head" after serving 
Nigeria in the Army.

Now, Ihejirika is back in the 
country,engaged in politics but 
has not declared if  he would 
contest for any position but Abia 
North political zone where he 
comes from is not leaving any 
s t o n e  u n t u r n e d  t owa r d s  
producing the Governor of  Abia 
State.

 Will the intra-wrangling in 
Abia APC affect its chances in 
2023? 

Donatus Nwankpa has the 
answer to it as he recently  
assured journalists in Umuahia 
that the party has a capable 
reconciliation mechanism to 
resolve any misunderstanding 
that arises, while insisting that 
Ikechi Emenike's suspension 
won't in any way affect his 
party's chances.

Meanwhile, in March when 
APC entered the ring with PDP 
for Aba North/Aba South 

Uche Ogah, who vied for 
Governorship in 2015 and 2019 
respectively, according to APC 
source, has also identified Chief  
Ikechi Emenike as his biggest 
huddle in APC, hence, the need 
to keep Emenike suspended 
before the primaries.

Th i s,  the  APC source  
revealed, was responsible for the 
manner Dr Ogah chaired the 
July 29 stakeholders meeting at 
Ntalakwu, Ikwuano home of  
Chief  Emeka Atuma, where the 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n n o u n c e d  
Emenike's suspension.

However, Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu is applying diplomacy in 
handling of  the issue as he did 
not attend the Ikwuano meeting.

Though, he blamed his 
absence on emergency in Abuja, 
a close ally of  the the Abia North 
Senator opined that the ex-
Governor is applying wisdom 
on the issue as a father should 
do.

But the close ally insisted that 
Chief  Donatus Nwankpa-led 
camp still enjoys implicit 
support from Senator Kalu.

In the line up so far, Emenike's 
camp is populated by Chief  
Emenike himself, Chief  Friday 
N w o s u ,  H o n  N k e i r u k a  
Onyejiocha etc while those in 
Nwankpa camp include Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu, Dr Uche Ogah, 
Hon Benjamin Kalu, Hon 
Stanley Ohajuruka, Chief  
Emeka Atuma etc.

Dr Alex Otti, who joined APC 
in 2020 is presently in a fix as  his 
third governorship aspiration is 
be ing threatened by the  
emerging crises in his new party.

After leaving All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA), some 
close associates of  the former 
Managing Director of  Diamond 
B a n k  q u i e t ly  e x p r e s s e d  
disappointment at his decision 
to join APC, reasoning that 
despite being a fine material, 
O t t i  m a y  n o t  g e t  t h e  
governorship ticket or realise his 
ambition  in the party.

" may prefer to join another 
party than operate under 
Emenike", according to another 
source.

But all these fears were 
dismissed by Hon Emeka 
Nwangoro, who called for the 
jettisoning of  such fears ,as 
according to him,  Emenike 
would run an all-inclusive and 
organised government, if  
elected.

ORJI KALU's presidential 
ambition, UCHE OGAH's 
governorship hopes as a factor

The only means to be relevant 
during a primary election in 
your political party is to have in 
firm control, the party structure 
a n d  o t h e r  r u d i m e n t a r y  
machinery and that is a factor in 
the Abia APC brouhaha.

Senate Chief  Whip, Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu is interested in 
participating in APC's  2023 
presidential election primaries  
or at least, returning to the red 
chambers as a Senator while Dr 
Uche Ogah, the Minister of  
State for Mines and Steel, is also 
confident of  contesting for Abia 
State government house.

Kalu is presently, the biggest 
name in Abia APC as he gave a 
good account of  himself  in 2019 
in Abia North area where the 
broom party swept most elective 
positions.

And he is counting on his 
popularity in the State to hold on 
to the party structure and 
i n f l u e n c e  b e f o r e  2 0 2 3  
Presidential and governorship 
p r imar ie s  in  Abuja  and  
Umuahia respectively.

But the the alliance between 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike and Hon 
Nkeiruka Onyejiocha, member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  
I s u k w u a t o / U m u n n e o c h i   
federal constituency could 
become a major setback for the 
ex-Governor as Onyejiocha, a 
four-time House of  Reps 
member is a grassroots political 
machinery whose presence in 
the Emenike camp provide the 
Ohuhu-born politician a boost.

5 press briefing that " President 
Mohamadu Buhari and the 
national Chairman of  our great 
party were not part of  the failed 
attempts. Those who came here 
on a different mission did it in 
connivance with some people 
here".

He continued, " They are just 
dropping the name of  the 
President to commit illegality 
and that is why nobody should 
listen to their claims. Ikechi 
Emenike remains suspended 
from our party. Also, Mr 
Enyinnaya Harbour  who 
claimed to be the  State  
Chairman of  APC has been 
suspended by his ward 3 in 
Arochukwu for impersonation 
anti-party activities", Nwankpa 
said.

Behind the these struggles are 
personal and political interests 
of  party chieftains in the State , 
with some angling to win the 
party's guber ticket while others 
are scheming to  win other 
available slots for Senate, House 
of  Representatives and House of  
Assembly.

Need to enjoy the crumbs from 
spoils , are also why poor party 
members are divided on which 
structure to affix their loyalty.

APC ward leader  in  Ikechi 
Emenike structure, Hon Emeka 
Nwangoro from Ozuitem, 
Bende LGA in an interview with 
News Echo recently, called for 
support and understanding for 
Emenike from the party other 
party chieftains, as according to 
the ward leader, "Emenike has 
what it takes to win Abia for the 
APC".

There are fears among some 
APC chieftains that should the 
Ohuhu-born politician and 
business man assume  control,  
they may suffer decline in 
influence.

Others are also afraid that he 
may not accommodate them 
equitably.

Ye t  s o m e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
especially those who attended 
the Ntalakwu Ikwuano meeting 

...2023: Why internal squabble threatens 
APC's 2023 chances in Abia

Kalu Nwamkpa Ogah Otti
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Why Poor Countries Stay poor.” 
Whom are we emulating by this? 
The Chinese and Asians of  
course and there is enough 
empirical data to back this up. 
The Chinese  RMB/Yuan 
depreciated three fold over 10 
years when they started to 
conquer the world, from Three 
Chinese Yuan buying the dollar 
in 1985 to eight Yuan in 1995.

Toyota, Honda, Panasonic, 
Sony et al conquered the world 
on the back of  a weak Yen, 300 
Yen to the dollar in the 70s until 
they reluctantly acceded to Yen 
appreciation only after Japan 
had moved to Hi-Tech goods 
leaving the low end toys to 
China. Later,  Japan also 
accepted to float the Yen. China, 
despite having a war chest of  
close to $4tn reserves, is not 
allowing the Yuan to strengthen 
up back to three Yuan buying the 
dollar. Meanwhile, Nigerians are 
yearning for N1=$1.00

I have postulated that there are 
two ways to the inevitable N1000 
dollar, it could be by strategic 
choice or be thrusted on us by 
dire economic situations. If  we 
get there through the latter, we 
will not reap the benefits that 
accompany such a decline in the 
value of  our currency. It is not all 
gloom on the supply side as we 
see polished sesame seeds export 
from Nigeria knocking cocoa 
beans off  the pedestal of  leading 
non-oil exports.

Another  windfa l l  f rom 
depreciating the naira to beyond 
a N1000 to a dollar is that it 
forestal ls  Dutch Disease.  
Interestingly we had a period 
when this scenario was in play, 
2000-2014. The currency was 
allowed to depreciate from 
around N80 to N140 in 2014 
even as we had rising reserves 
from rising oil prices (it also 
helps government revenues). 
Yet, this was the period in our 
history when our economic 
performance was at its best with 
6-8 per cent GDP growth for 
most of  those years.

In my estimation, getting to a 
N1000 per a dollar should not be 
the issue for much discussion at 
Nigeria's current level of  
development, only mature 
developed countries have the 
luxury of  appreciating currency. 
The issue at hand is how we get 
there, is it by accepting it as a 
policy strategy to drive the 
supply side of  the forex market 
or by having a N1000 per a dollar 
thrust upon us by dire economic 
c i rcumstances  that  br ing 
periodic devaluations. It is time 
to break the hold of  the import 
substitution industrial policy 
only on our industrialists and 
policy makers. This policy has 
been at the heart of  our inability 
to export from our industries 
thus limiting our exports to 
primary raw materials.

also reduced the supply of  
dollars from other sources such 
as Foreign Direct Investments, 
remittances and the reparation 
of  the little non-export proceeds 
back to the country. This means 
we have been struck by double 
whammy CBN policies.

Efforts were made in the 
S t r u c t u r a l  A d j u s t m e n t  
Programme to address the 
supply side of  the equation with 
the setting up of  Exporting 
Processing Zones and Nigerian 
Export-Import Bank to no avail 
because Nigerian business elite 
refused to buy into the export 
programme. This is after many, 
including top-notch economists, 
had said we should peg the naira 
because we had nothing to 
export. This is 40 years later and 
we still have very little to export. 
This needs to be investigated and 
expunged from our psyche.

Another reason I am confident 
the dollar will trade for a N1000 
is that if  we decide to join the  
global supply chain as suppliers 
and move from ISIP to Export 
Led Industrial Policy, we will 
craze for a drive towards a N1000 
exchanging for a dollar because it 
drives exports and reduces 
i m p o r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  
consumables thus killing two 
birds with one stone. It also helps 
i r o n  o u t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
inadequacies of  the economy 
like industries having to provide 
their own power and other 
infrastructural deficiencies.  This 
t ime  round ,  we  wi l l  be  
subsidising exporters as it were, 
drawing more people into 
exports. Our industrial goods 
will edge into global markets 
keeping our factories at fuller 
capacity thus creating more jobs. 
What economics is this? It is 
called Emulation Economics by 
Erik Reinert, author of   “How 
Rich Countries Got Rich and 

mantra given out whenever the 
economy is in trouble. So our 
import bills will simply move 
from consumables to capital 
goods including combined 
harvesters and pesticides to boost 
our agricultural production. No 
way you are getting away from 
imports and the demand surge on 
the dollar. Meanwhile, what the 
fiscal and monetary authorities 
do is 'demand control' and other 
cosmetics.

 China, the world's largest 
exporter, is the world's second 
l a rge s t  impor t e r,  a lmos t  
matching US imports in 2018. 
India with the world's fourth 
largest foreign reserves imports 
more than it exports up until 
2020. In no serious country does 
imports really go down for long. 
The nature of  imports might 
change from consumables to 
capital goods so the demand for 
forex goes up.

Meaning, managing the naira 
value from the demand side is a 
lost battle and it's a war we have 
been losing since the 1980s when 
55 kobo purchased a dollar and 
we later went into our first 
recession. Yet we refuse to 
change strategy hence a N1000 
to dollar is inevitable.

Supply side. Is it rocket 
science? No, then why have we 
refused to adequately address 
this side of  our forex market? As 
I have explained this is the side of  
the equation that can stem the 
fast declining value of  the naira. 
We can see that all the gibberish 
science on defending the naira 
has not worked any magic. It is 
time to move to this side of  the 
equation by diversifying our 
exports away from crude oil, by 
encouraging higher value non-oil 
exports.

I have used harsh words on the 
CBN because their policies apart 
from being demand control has 

against the dollar is determined 
ultimately by the supply of  the 
dollar matching or exceeding 
demand for the dollar by that 
nation's economy? Yes, there was 
a time when we were aflush with 
dollars after winning a jumbo 
lottery in oil income and the 
dollar exchanged for 55 kobo. I 
submit that that was when we 
planted the seeds of  our current 
economic crises because that was 
the perfect recipe for Dutch 
Disease from which we are 
afflicted by to this very day. By 
pursuing a strong naira' policy 
we embraced Dutch Disease 
(subject for another day). Let's 
return to reasons a N1000 will 
buy a single dollar willy-nilly.

This is because we refuse to 
address the solution side of  the 
forex problem and just attend to 
the demand side of  the dollar to 
the naira by government actions, 
policies, and pronouncements. 
Meanwhile, the solution lies 
solely in the supply side of  the 
price equation. For a long time 
now, our balance of  payment 
problems have been a dollar 
supply one, a crash in oil prices 
and then the whole economy 
starts reeling. The authorities 
bring in policies that are to curb 
i m p o r t s  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  
consumables.

Being an import substitution 
industrial policy driven economy 
wishing to produce those 41 
banned items and others we will 
have to bring in new machinery 
and plants, spares, chemical 
reagents and locally unavailable 
raw material like wheat or barley 
etc. All the above and others need 
much injection of  forex meaning 
added pressure on the value of  
the naira.

This also plays out in our 
efforts to diversify the economy 
or become more productive. It's a 

aira on its way to a 

NN1000 to a dollar: 
suddenly the naira shot 

through to N525 to the dollar at 
the unencumbered parallel 
market after the announcement 
that the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
would no longer sell dollars to 
Bureau de Change operators. No 
doubt, owners of  BDCs have 
been enjoying the arbitrage 
between CBN rates and parallel 
market rates.

P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u  
Buhari said he saw no benefits in 
currency depreciation or more 
precisely, devaluation and he was 
applauded. The CBN governor 
proclaimed he would defend the 
naira and that received applause 
too. Suddenly, there was to be a 
Yuan Naira swap and a largely 
Chinese produced Samsung 
Galaxy phone would soon be 
selling at a ridiculously low price 
because the dollar had been 
circumvented. That was six years 
ago, all types of  shenanigans and 
charades. Another one for the 
gallery; let's ban 41 items from 
i m p o r t a t i o n  a n d  i t  wa s  
applauded.

Yet, the naira is on its way to 
N1000 buying a dollar in two to 
three years by simple projection. 
If  in six years it scaled from N165 
buying a dollar to N500 which is 
a 200 per cent increase, then a 
100 per cent increase to a N1000 
will be in two to three years. 
What will hasten this is the new 
foreign debt load on the nation. 
This rose from around $10bn in 
2015 and is projected to go 
beyond $50bn by 2023 (much 
more than the $30bn debt we had 
difficulty in paying off  for over 
two decades)

Am I harsh in calling CBN 
efforts a charade knowing that 
the value of  a currency judged 
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peratives of  the 

ONational Drug 
Law Enforcement 

Agency have arrested a 22-
year-old Youth Corps 
Member, Arnold Maniru 
in Abuja for importing 4 
kilograms of  drugged 
candies from the United 
Kingdom.

Also, National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency, 
NDLEA operatives in 
Lagos intercepted another 
set of  cookies laced with 
drugs going to United 
Arab Emirate.

A statement by Femi 
B a b a f e m i ,  D i r e c t o r,  
Media and Advocacy said 

 d r i v e r  o f  a 

Acompany in Ogun 
State, Oluwaseyi 

O y e t u n d e ,  h a s  b e e n 
arrested alongside two 
o t h e r s  f o r  a l l e g e d l y 
absconding with goods 
worth N4.7 million meant 
for a customer in Lagos 
State.

The police in Ogun said 
they were ar rested in 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
d i v e r s i o n  o f  g o o d s 
belonging to one Hayat 
Kimya Company.

The command's Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Abimbola Oyeyemi, said 
on Sunday that the driver 
and the two other suspects, 
Segun Oluwaseun and 
C h i j o k e  O g b u ,  w e r e 
arrested after the matter 
was reported at Agbara 

police station last week by 
one Oluwatosin Ayodeji.

Ayodeji had reported to 
the police that Oyetunde 
loaded the goods meant to 
be delivered to a Lagos 
customer, but “since the 
24th of  August, 2021, the 
said driver has absconded 
with the goods and the 
truck.”

Following the report, the 
DPO of  Agbara division, 
SP Saleh Dahiru, was said 
to have detailed his crack 
detectives to investigate the 
sudden disappearance of  
the driver and the goods.

Oyeyemi said, “The 
team embarked on an 
i n t e l l i g e n c e - b a s e d 
investigation and traced the 
driver and the truck to 
Lagos State where he was 
promptly arrested with the 

empty truck.”
During interrogation, 

Oyeyemi revealed that “the 
driver confessed that he 
diverted the goods to the 
receivers, who bought the 
goods  f rom h im a t  a 
giveaway price.”

It was learnt that this led 
to the arrest of  the buyers 
by policemen in their 
shops, “where parts of  the 
s t o l e n  g o o d s  w e r e 
recovered and the two 
receivers arrested.”

T h e  O g u n 
Commissioner of  Police, 
E dwa r d  A j o g u n ,  h a s 
ordered a full investigation 
into the matter with a view 
to recovering the remaining 
goods.

Ajogun also directed 
that the suspects be charged 
to court for prosecution.

Tr o o p s 
o f  
Operat

i o n  S A F E 
H A V E N 
( O P S H )  i n 
Plateau State 
apprehended 
two Nigerians 
w i t h  3 2 0 
b l o c k s  o f  
cannabis.

The weed 
was concealed 
in a  Toyota 
Camry with 
r eg i s t ra t ion 
number Abuja 
ABC 214 HV, 
Major Ishaku 
T a k w a , 
Military Information 
Officer said.

In a statement on 
Sunday, Takwa named 
the suspects as Patrick 
Kalu, a retired police 
officer, 60; and Friday 
Kalu, 40.

They were nabbed 
during a stop-and-search 
operation at Manchok 
Riom road.

The partners revealed 
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e 
contracted to convey the 
illicit substance, worth 
N9.5million, from Ondo 
to Yola, the Adamawa 
capital.

A police identity card, 
two Nokia phones and 
two wallets containing 
N16,100 and N2,940 
were also recovered.

The suspects are now 
with the National Drug 
L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t 
A g e n c y  ( N D L E A ) 
Command in Plateau.

Commander OPSH, 
Major General Ibrahim 
A l i  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e 
determination of  the 
military to flush out 
criminals from the state 
and environs.

1 . 2 k g  o f  c a n n a b i s  
concealed inside locally 
made cookies going to 
D u b a i ,  U A E  a n d  
920grams of  cocaine 
hidden inside synthetic 
hair heading to Saudi 
Arabia.

 A n o t h e r 1 . 0 8 k g  
cannabis concealed in 
spray cans going to 
Pakistan and 625grams of  
methamphetamine hidden 
in clothing heading to 
Australia were also seized.

Across  the  s ta tes,  
operatives also intensified 
arrests of  traffickers and 
seizures of  illicit drugs.

the youth corps member 
serving with a government 
agency in Abuja was 
arrested on Saturday 28th 
August, 2021 following 
the interception of  a 
c o n s i g n m e n t  a t  t h e  
warehouse of  a transport 
company.

“A controlled delivery 
of  the parcel, which 
contains the candies laced 
with Arizona, a strong 
variant of  cannabis and 
s o m e  l i q u i d ,  w a s  
subsequently carried out”.

In the same vein, 
operatives attached to 
courier companies in 
Lagos have intercepted 
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NDLEA arrests 22-year-old
Corps member, for importing
drugged candies from UK

Driver absconds with
company's N4.7m goods,
sells at giveaway prices

Troops arrest ex-police officer,
partner with 320 blocks of weed

Arrested corps member with the seized drugged candies.

Ex-police officer and accomplice upon arrest.

The driver and his accomplices.



he Organisation of  Tt h e  P e t r o l e u m  
E x p o r t i n g  

Countr ies  and a l l ies,  
i n c l u d i n g  R u s s i a ,  
collectively known as 
OPEC+, has raised its 
forecast for oil demand next 
year, in a move that might 
help to build a case for 
raising output. 

B r e n t  c r u d e  f o r  
November delivery gained 
18 cents, or 0.3 per cent to 
touch 71.81 dollars a barrel, 
U . S .  W e s t  T e x a s  
Intermediate (WTI) crude 
for October was up 17 cents, 
or 0.3 percent at $68.67. 

U.S.  Pres ident  Joe  
Biden's administration has 
urged OPEC+ to boost 
output to tackle rising 
gasoline prices that it views 
as a threat to the global 
economic recovery. 

“ O n e  f o r e g o n e  
conclusion is that they will 
not add additional barrels as 
per Washington's recent 
request. Nor will they press 
the pause button on easing 
supply curbs,” said Stephen 
Brennock of  oil broker 
PVM. 

P r i c e s  w e r e  a l s o  
suppor ted  by  a  U.S.  
industry report showing 
that crude inventories fell 
more than expected last 

E n e r g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Administration report, 
analysts estimated crude 
stocks would drop by 3.1 
million barrels. 

week, though much U.S. 
refinery capacity remains 
offline in the wake of  
Hurricane Ida.

U.S. crude stocks fell by 4 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t 
recorded a revenue 

shortfall of  N1.76tn in the 
first half  of  this year, 
official data have shown. 

According to a revenue 
performance report, which 
was obtained from the 
B u d ge t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e 
federation, the Federal 
Government's projected 
revenue for the 2021 fiscal 
year was N7.9tn, of  which 
N3.9tn was earmarked as 
pro rata target for the first 
six months. 

As at June 2021, the 
gover nment  had  only 
generated N2.3tn, or 44.1 
per cent of  the pro rata 
est imate,  indicating a 
revenue gap of  N1.8tn. 

During the period under 
rev iew,  the  agg regate 
r e v e n u e  o f  N 2 . 2 3 t n 
comprised oil revenue of  

N492.4bn, non-oil revenue 
o f  N 7 7 8 . 2 b n  a n d 
N922.1bn  f rom other 
revenue sources including 
independent revenue of  
N558.1bn. 

The report said, “FGN 
share of  oil revenues was 
N 4 9 2 . 4 4 b n  ( w h i c h 
represents 49 per cent 
performance), while non-
oil tax revenues totalled 
N778.18bn (104.5 per cent 
of  pro rata) 

“Companies Income 
Tax and Value Added Tax 
collections were ahead of  
the budget targets with 
N397.02bn and N129bn, 
representing 116.5 per cent 
a n d  1 0 8 . 2  p e r  c e n t 
respectively of  the pro rata 
targets for the period 

“Customs collection 
was N234.02bn (92.1 per 
cent of  target).  Other 
revenues amounted to 

N922.09bn,  o f  which 
Independent revenues was 
N558.13bn.” 

In 2018, the Federal 
Government introduced 
the Strategic Revenue 
G r ow t h  I n i t i a t i ve  t o 
address the challenge of  
low revenue generation. 

The SRGI, which was 
ins t i tuted by Finance 
Ministry, contains a robust 
set of  initiatives that was 
c a s c a d e d  d o w n  a s 
programme portfolios to 
r e v e n u e - g e n e r a t i n g 
entities.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
F i n a n c e,  B u d ge t  a n d 
National Planning, Zainab 
Ahmed,  had  sa id  the 
initiative was aimed at 
harmonising efforts of  all 
the revenue-generating 
agencies in increasing 
revenues to government's 
coffers and grow Nigeria's 

revenue to Gross Domestic 
Product ratio from the 
current eight per cent to 15 
per cent by 2023. 

Ahmed had said, “The 
SRGI and Finance Act, 
2020 will aid the economic 
recovery process of  the 
Nigerian economy through 
initiatives and strategies 
t h a t  w i l l  g r ow  f i s c a l 
revenues, improve the ease 
o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s , 
counteract the impact of  
the oil price fluctuations 
a n d  i n t e g r a l  f i s c a l 
m o n e t a r y  a n d  t r a d e 
policies. 

“Through the initiative, 
w e  h o p e  t o  a c h i e v e 
cohesion between revenue 
generating entities and 
e q u i p p i n g  t h e m  w i t h 
cutting-edge tools and 
expertise needed to support 
high performance.'' 

Despite the initiative, 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
continued to grapple with 
revenue shortfall, a trend 
financial analysts have 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  c o s t  o f  
governance and poor tax 
generation. 

A financial expert and 
the Chief  Executive Officer 
of  Capital Management, 
Gbolade Idakolo, stressed 
t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e 
government to focus on 
economic diversification to 
boost revenue.

“The country is blessed 
with adequate mineral 
resources and manpower, 
what the government needs 
to focus on is how to add 
value to our raw material 
before expor ting both 
h u m a n  a n d  m a t e r i a l 
resources,” he said. 

However, U.S. crude 
prices are expected to 
remain under pressure as 
o f f shore  o i l  and  gas  
production in the Gulf  of  
Mexico gradually recovers, 

million barrels for the week 
to August 27, according to 
two market sources, citing 
A m e r i c a n  Pe t r o l e u m  
Institute (API) figures. 

Ahead of  the weekly 

though refinery operations 
are likely to take longer to 
return to normal, analysts 
say. 
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OPEC+ raises forecast for oil demands next year
Off shore oil rig.

FG suffers N1.76tn revenue shortfall in six
months
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he Rivers State Chairman of the Peoples' Democratic Party, Desmond Akawor, has explained that the party suspended the Tembattled National Chairman, Uche Secondus, because he was not financially committed to the party.  Akawor said this when 
he appeared as a guest on a radio programme in Port Harcourt on Thursday. He was also asked why the state PDP does not 

want Secondus as the party's national chairman. The Peoples’ Democratic Party Ward 5 in Ikuru town, Andoni Local Government 
Area of Rivers State, has suspended the embattled National Chairman of the party, Uche Secondus.  Secondus, a prominent politician 
from Andoni in Rivers State, was a former Rivers State chairman of the PDP, he also served as its National Organizing Secretary 
before becoming national chairman.  The PDP Ward Chairman, George Christopher, announced the suspension at the party's 
extraordinary meeting at the party's Secretariat at Ikuru, on Wednesday.  Eleven out of the 17 members of the executive endorsed the 
decision.  However, the embattled National Chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party, Uche Secondus, has denied the allegation 
that he is working against the interest Southern Nigeria. Secondus stated this in a statement issued by his Media Adviser, Ike Abonyi, 
in Abuja on Friday. It stated that one of such piece of false information being dished out was the allegation from the Rivers State 
Chairman of PDP, Desmond Akawor, that Secondus was working against Southern interest and that he had not paid his dues to the 
party. 

“As of  today, he remains suspended. He was suspended at the Ward level, of  course 
ratified by the Local Government Area and the State level. As of  today, he is no 
longer our national chairman.  “We now have an acting chairman. He (Secondus) 
completely derailed from the tenets of  the party,” “I will definitely mention one key 
point.  “June 3rd, I wrote a letter to all Wards that they should furnish us with names 
of  party members that are dead, party members that have not paid their dues; and 
party members one way or the other that have decamped.  “Among the Wards that 
responded was Ward 5 in Andoni, and it clearly shows that he (Secondus) has not 
paid his dues.  “In the Constitution of  our party, it is an offence for six consecutive 
months, two quarters, if  you have not paid your dues, your membership of  the party 
is in question.  “That issue was kept pending because we had to approach the nation 
to represent some of  these issues. Then, at that Ward level, a lot of  party members 
were completely balkanized and they were in different camps.  “Then, of  course 
when these issues were presented to the elders and they started to intervene, the 
news from the nation now started coming to us and became embarrassing.” 

“The Media Office of  Secondus will continue to respond to even laughable talks 
because of  the danger of  allowing disinformation to enter public space 
unchallenged.”   “We understand the frustration of  the anti-Secondus crusaders 
who have become evidence shopaholics in their desperation to find points with 
which to achieve their ignoble goals. “The Media Office sees their effort as a 
case of  bad marketer selling a product, who puts in several efforts to convince 
buyers to no avail.  “Our response is that there is no truth in all the allegations 
and Southern interest will be grossly endangered if  it is the likes of  Akawor and 
his clique that are pushing it.” “The Media Office will, however, continue to 
urge members of  the public and the media to be wary of  compulsive shoppers 
whose agenda is mainly to distract and destroy this party and remove its focus 
from returning to power in 2023 as being yearned by Nigerians.” Critical 
members of  PDP, including discerning members of  the public knew as a fact 
that no one person, no matter his position, could determine singularly the 
position of  offices in the party.” 

By Anthony Ogbekile

Uche Secondus suspended again,
this time from his Rivers PDP ward

You don't pay your
financial dues
– Rivers PDP

Only the National Executive
Committee can suspend a
national officer
– Secondus' Aide

Akawor Abonyi
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ales of  Cristiano 

SRonaldo's famous 
Manchester United 

No. 7 jersey have smashed 
the Premier League record 
in the 12 hours after they 
were released. 

But even a tidal wave of  
fan demand for his now-

eam Nigeria to the T2 0 2 0  T o k y o 
Paralympic Games 

ended their campaign with a 
t o t a l  o f  1 0  m e d a l s 
comprising four gold, one 
silver and five bronze medals 
as curtains get drawn on the 
mu l t i - s p o r t s  eve n t  o n 
Sunday (today). 

Nigeria are currently 
32nd on the overall medals 
table going to the last day of  
the competition but will not 
be adding another medal 
after the country ended their 
competition on Saturday 
w i t h  F l o r a  U g w u n wa 
winning a gold medal in 
javelin with a throw of  
19.39m in the F54 class 
event while Lauritta Onye 
followed up with a bronze in 
shot put failing to defend the 
gold she won five years ago 
in Rio. 

Team Nigeria won three 
gold medals from para 
powerlifting with Latifat 
Tijani, Bose Omolayo and 
Folashade Oluwafemiayo 
having the country's flag 
raised in the -45, -79 and -86 
kg respectively. 

Loveline Obiji won silver 
in the +86kg while Lucy 
Ejike and Olaitan Ibrahim 
winning bronze medals in 
the -61 and -67kg events. 

 Flora Ugwunwa claimed 
gold in the women's javelin 

throw – F54, 
Eucharia Iyiazi won a 

bronze medal in the women 
shot  put  –  F40,  whi le 
Lauritta Onye took home 
another bronze medal in the 
women's, shot put – F57 
event. 

The country also claimed 
bronze in the Men's Team – 
Classes 9-10 table tennis 
event.  

The result is a contrast to 
the one achieved in 2016 
where the country took 
home eight gold, two silver 

u p e r  E a g l e s 

Sf o r w a r d ,  I s a a c 
Success, is already 

looking forward to a 
remarkable competitive 
career with Serie A club, 
Udinese.

Success linked up with 
Udinese from English 
Premier  League club 
Wa t f o r d  l a s t  m o n t h 
penning a three-year 
contract.

T h e  s t r i k e r  a l s o 
previously had spells in 
Spain with Granada and 
Malaga.

“I was keen to try a new 

experience and this is a big 
challenge for me. I can't 
wait to get started.”

The 25-year-old scored 
three goals in 63 league 
appearances for Watford.

and two bronze medals with 
a 23-man contingent. 

China finished top of  the 
log amassing a total of  200 
medals comprising of  93 
gold, 57, silver and 50 
bronze medals with Great 
Britain coming a distant 
second with 41 gold, 38 
silver and 43 bronze medals 
totalling 122 medals while 
the Russian Paralympic 
Committee are currently 
third with 36 gold, 32 silver 
and 49 bronze medals. 

Tunisia are the highest-

ranked African country at 
the Games with four gold, 
five silver and two bronze 
medals while Algeria are 
second with four gold, four 
s i lver  and four bronze 
medals. 

Nigeria are currently 
third on the log while South 
Africa's four gold, one silver 
and one bronze medal place 
them fourth with Morocco 
in the fifth with three gold, 
four silver and two bronze 
medals. 

iconic kit won't recoup the 
1 5  m i l l i o n  e u r o  f e e 
(£12.85m/$A24m) the 
c l u b  p a i d  f o r  t h e 
Portuguese great. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
LovetheSales.com, in the 
12 hours after Ronaldo's 
new kit was released, fans 

sp lashed out  £32.5m 
($A60m) on his jersey. 

T h e  s a l e s  b r o k e  a 
Premier League record for 
the 12 hours after a player's 
official shirt number was 
announced,according to 
reports. 

LovetheSales.com tracks 

sales data from over 1,000 
UK online retailers. 

Announcing Ronaldo's 
j e r s e y  n u m b e r , 
Manchester United said, 
“We can confirm that 
Cristiano Ronaldo will 
wear the iconic no.7 shirt 
after returning to Old 

Trafford.
“ T h e  P o r t u g u e s e 

superstar famously wore 
the legendary shirt number 
during his first spell with 
the club and we can confirm 
that Cristiano will have it 
on his back once again. 
Fans can order the new 
Ronaldo no.7 shirts now 
from United Direct. 

“In his first six seasons at 
the club, between 2003 and 
2009, Ronaldo made 292 
appearances and scored 
118 goals, winning nine 
trophies including three 
Premier League titles and 
the UEFA Champions 
League. 

i g e r i a ' s  n e x t 

No p p o n e n t  i n 
Tuesday World Cup 

qualifier, Cape Verde has 
warned Super Eagles to 
prepare for the worst as they 
are ready to subdue the 
Gernot Rohr's side in front of  
their teeming fans.

The 77th-ranked Cape 
Ve r d e  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e 
'confident' of  shocking three-
time AFCON kings, Super 
Eagles in front their home 
supporters.

A win would send the Blue 
Sharks to the top of  Group C, 
a n d  t h e i r  P o r t u g u e s e 
manager  i s  a iming  fo r 
nothing else.

Cape Verde Islands head 
coach, Pedro 'Bubista' Leitão 
is convinced that his charges 
have the tools to trouble 
former African champions 
Nigeria when the two sides 
trade tackles on Tuesday, 
September 7.

The Blue Sharks will host 
the Super Eagles inside an 
empty Municipal Adérito 
Sena Stadium in Mindelo for 
their matchday two fixtures 
of  the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
qualifying campaign.

The two teams came away 
with positive results on 
matchday one, although the 
West African giants would 
have emerged with the bigger 
smile.

Cape Verde were held to a 
1-1 away to the Central 
African Republic while 
Nigeria shot down Liberia 2-
0 courtesy of  two Kelechi 
Iheanacho goals.

Ranked 34th globally, 

t h r e e - t i m e  A f r i c a n 
champions Super Eagles 
would naturally be the heavy 
favourites against a side 43 
places below them on the 
FIFA ranking.

But Nigeria will be without 
seven key UK-based players, 
including Friday's heroes 
Alex Iwobi and Iheanacho, 
leaving coach Gernot Rohr 
understandably worried.

H i s  C a p e  V e r d e a n 
counterpart is, however, 
bullish of  his men's chances 
against their more illustrious 
opponents with the 51-year-
old targeting the maximum 
points on home soil.

“From the moment we 
finished the game in the 
Central African Republic, we 
started thinking about this 
game,” Bubista said in quotes 
obtained from Cape Verdean 
publication, Expresso das 
Ilhas.

“Obviously, we want to be 
as strong as possible to look 
for the three points.

“ A s  w e  c r e a t e d 
oppor tun i t i e s  wi th  the 
Central African Republic, we 
are confident that we will also 
be able to create with Nigeria 
and any other team. We 
always enter the field with a 
spirit of  victory.”

Only once in the last seven 
editions has Nigeria failed to 
qualify for the FIFA World 
Cup.

The Super Eagles will take 
a significant step towards 
securing their place at the 
next edition in Qatar with a 
win in Cape Verde.

“As we all know, the no.7 
is a special shirt in the 
history of  United. 

“It has previously been 
worn by club icons like 
G e o r g e  B e s t ,  B r y a n 
Robson, Eric Cantona and 
David Beckham. Now, it 
returns to the man who 
succeeded Beckham in it, 
Ronaldo. 

“Ronaldo inherits the 
number from Edinson 
Cavani, who wore the shirt 
last season and in our away 
win at Wolverhampton 
Wanderers last weekend. 

“As our new signing is 
allocated no.7, El Matador 
will switch to no.21, the 
same number our prolific 
s t r i k e r  we a r s  f o r  t h e 
Uruguayan national team.” 

EPL: Ronaldo shatters another record

Nigeria ranked third best African team
as Paralympics end

World Cup qualifier:

Underrate us at your
peril, Cape Verde warns
Nigeria

Isaac Success dreams successful
career with Udinese
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or a player that was Fundecided whether 
to pursue a career in 

football six years ago, 
Nigeria international and 
m i d f i e l d e r  o f  n e w l y 
promoted Brentford Frank 
Onyeka has come a long 
way.  The former Ebedei 
Football Academy protégé 
told BrentfordTV, during 
his first interview since 
joining the club from FC 
M i d t j y l l a n d  ( F C M ) 
Denmark, said he never 
knew he would be playing 
top flight football this soon.

Onyeka, 23, has secured 
two caps for Brentford and a 
cap for his country; that is 
after four seasons of  regular 
senior team games for 
FCM. Onyeka quickly 
learnt the rope in FCM 
junior team at 18 and 
quickly moved up to join the 
main team notching an 
i m p r e s s i v e  9 5 
appur tenances  and 14 
g o a l s .  N o t  b a d  f o r  a 
midfielder.

Frank has spent his 
entire professional career 
with FCM, and has been a 
regular for them in the 
Danish Superliga for most 
of  the past four seasons. He 
arrived in Denmark as an 
1 8 - ye a r - o l d  f r o m  F C 
Ebedei, a Nigerian club 
with links to FCM. He 
progressed to the First Team 
and made his breakthrough 
in the 2017/18 season.

Frank was part of  the 
FCM side that won the 
Superl iga in 2017/18, 
p laying 15 games.  He 
helped them win the title 
again in 2019/20 and the 
Danish Cup in 2019. Frank 
p l a y e d  i n  t h e  U E FA 
Champions League and 
UEFA Europa League for 
FCM, and leaves Denmark 
h a v i n g  m a d e  1 2 3 
appearances and scored 17 
goals.

Onyeka signed for an 
undisclosed fee a five-year 
contract and arrived in the 
UK on 19th of  July. He was 
quarantined for some days 
before joining with the 
squad for training.

In Denmark, he had 
e a r n e d  h i m s e l f  t h e 
nickname 'Frank the Tank' 
due to his hard-as-nail style 
of  playing.

“I got the nickname 
' F r a n k  t h e  T a n k '  a t 
Midtjylland and it was 
given to me by our assistant 
coach. I was training when 
he came and call me Frank 

the Tank and from then on 
from the players and the 
commenta tors,  i t  was 
'Frank the Tank.' I want it to 
stay like that here, said 
Onyeka.

No wonder Onyeka 
named two strongmen 
N'Golo Kanté of  Chelsea 
and former Manchester 
City midfielder Yaya Toure 
as his idols and players he 
like to watch.

“N'Golo Kante is my 
fondest player since when 
he was in Leicester before 
he moved to Chelsea. I also 
followed Yaya Toure. Toure 
is amazing; how he holds 
the ball and off  the ball, he's 
amazing. I watched Yaya 
Toure a lot and I kind of  
emulate him with the box to 
box style of  play. He's pretty 
amazing. That is the kind of  
player I want to be, though 
he 's  di f ferent  and I 'm 
different. I play my own 
way and he played his own 
way.”

Coming to England for 
Onyeka is the biggest thing 
that has happened to his 
career. It is still like a dream 
to him.

“Coming to Brentford is 
real good. I settled in nicely 
and the players here are 
friendly. I've talked to all of  
my mates and they are 
really nice to me. They have 
helped me to settle down. 
It's pretty good.

“I watched the Premier 
League growing up in 
Nigeria and I think it is one 
of  the best leagues in the 
world. It is the best. I 
watched it back at home 
and I have followed it all 
these years.

“When I was playing in 
Nigeria, I did not know 
much about professional 
football and I did not know 
that it would come so soon 
for me. I'm been honest 
here, I did not know that a 
career  in  profess ional 
football would come so 
quickly.”

H i s  d e b u t  a g a i n s t 
Arsenal, he said he would 
remember for a long time.

“I made my Premier 
League  debut  aga ins t 
Arsenal and it was amazing.  
Actually, when I came on to 
the pitch I saw the crowd 
and I was like Whao, this is 
really coming through for 
me. It is something I will 
never forget.

“The first goal was a 
beauty and I was happy to 
celebrate with Sergio and 

the way he was running to 
the fans and jumping was 
great. To score the first 
Premiership goal was a 
great  thing and I  was 
focused on that. It was 
amazing.

“The fans were amazing 
too. They helped us a lot 
because everything we do 
they cheered us. When we 
tackle, win the ball, you 
hear them and it gave us 
extra energy to continue 
going, to continue pushing. 
It helped us to get the result.

“The cheering was so 
loud we could hardly hear 
o u r s e l ve s .  W h e n  t h e 
defender tried to talk to me I 
could not hear him because 
of  the noise. It's good when 
you hear the fans are behind 
you. I hope I score here then 
I can do the dance for them. 

I watched some of  the clips 
of  the match and it was real 
a m a z i n g .  I t ' s  a n 
unbelievable feeling to play 
first Premiership game 
against Arsenal and beat 
them.”

Brentford went on to 
defeat Arsenal 2-0 in the 
Premiership opener with 
goals coming from Sergi 
C a n o s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n 
Norgaard.

Growing up
Growing up for Onyeka 

was tough as he started 
playing football on the 
streets barefooted.

“ P l a y i n g  f o o t b a l l 
growing up was hard I pla 
yed on barefoot just like 
many kids that have become 
stars did in Africa. When 
you are small you don't have 
money to buy shoes, you 

h e l s e a  s t r i k e r , 

CRomelu Lukaku has 
said he should never 

be compared with Cristiano 
Ronaldo.

According to him, he has 
a long way to go before 
reaching the standards set 
by Ronaldo, who just re-
s igned for  Manchester 
United.

Ronaldo scored his 111th 
goal for Portugal last week 
to top the all-time men's 
scoring charts.

At age 28, Lukaku has 

netted 66 times for Belgium, 
giving him an outs ide 
c h a n c e  o f  e ve n t u a l ly 
catching Ronaldo.

But, speaking at a press 
conference ahead of  their 
World Cup qualifier against 
Czech Republic, Lukaku 
said: “Don't ever compare 
me to Cristiano Ronaldo, 
never.”

“Cristiano Ronaldo is, for 
me, in the top three best 
players in the history of  
football,” he continued. 
“I'm not going to rank him 
from first to third but he's in 
there.

“What he has achieved in 
football today for players of  
my generation is something 
exceptional.

“I was lucky enough to 
play against him in Italy and 
now that he's back in the 
Premier League, it's all good 
for English football.

“ A s  f o r  t h e  r e s t , 
comparing statistics and all 
that, it's useless.”

just play with your bare leg. 
That made me tough.

“My mum helped me a 
lot. She bought football 
shoes for when I got to the 
Academy and that led me to 
FC Midtjylland (FCM) in 
Denmark. I was 16 when I 
joined the Academy and at 
17 I came to Midtjylland. 
Since arriving at FCM, 
many Nigerian have also 
come to the team,” Onyeka 
added.

T h o m a s  F r a n k , 
Brentford FC Head Coach 
said of  Onyeka, “We think 
he is a strong addition to the 
squad, and we are looking 
forward to working with 
him. He is a very dynamic 
player.

“Frank plays as an eight 
in our system; he is very 
good at getting from box to 
box and will be valuable to 
us when we don't have the 
ball. He has come from the 
Danish league and was one 
of  the best midfield players 
in that league; we think he 
has the potential to develop 
further. All the coaches here 
are looking forward to 
working with Frank and 
pushing him to a higher 
level.”

R a s mu s  A n k e r s e n , 
Brentford FC Co-Director 

of  Football, added: “Frank 
Onyeka is a player we, for 
obvious reasons, know very 
well. Over the last two years 
he has grown to become the 
dominant midfielder in the 
Danish league and his 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  i n  t h e 
Champions League last 
season convinced us that he 
is ready for the Premier 
League. With his pace, 
power and ability to win the 
ball I am sure Frank will be 
a great addition to the 
Brentford squad.”

Onyeka's profile look set 
to soar as he received his 
second invitation to the 
Nigeria team after last 
season's call up in October.

H e  m a d e  h i s 
international debut against 
Algeria and could get more 
playing t ime with the 
upcoming Africa Cup of  
Nations scheduled to start 
in January 2022 and the 
final stages qualification for 
the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
to be played in Qatar next 
November in December, 
already on.

Onyeka is in the 30-man 
list that will tackle Liberia 
and Cape Verde in the Qatar 
2022 qualifying matches 
this month.

I was nicknamed 'Frank the tank' in Denmark
- Frank Onyeka

EPL:

Don't ever compare
me with Ronaldo

– Lukaku
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 would like to step aside from Icommenting on cluelessness 
nurtured by mediocrity in 

high places in Abuja this week so 
that we can begin some charity 
from Lagos, the father of  Abuja. 
Specifically, it is beginning to 
appear that we 'over-cover' Abuja 
and thereby cover up a lot of  
things for the most critical 
elements in our quest for 
federalism – the Governors and 
our representatives in both state 
and federal parliaments. There is 
therefore a sense in which we can 
lament that our democracy isn't 
working and cannot deliver any 
good to us unless we begin to look 
beyond Abuja for blames and 
solutions. 

This week, I would like to call 
out the Minister of  Works and 
Housing, Babatunde Raji Fashola 
and the Governor of  Lagos State 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu. These are 
not ordinary men we should just 
call out anyhow without a just 
cause. The two are connected 
with the economic capital of  
Nigeria and West Africa, Lagos. 
Fashola was governor of  Lagos 
state from 2007-2015. The other 
one is in office and in power, 
presiding over an economy that is 
competing with the federal 
government's. I have written 
extensively about the relevance of  
Fashola as one of  the few 
Nigerian leaders we should regard 
as 'strong and reliable' when it 
comes to considering those who 
should lead this unfortunate 
country tomorrow. He didn't pay 
me to write whatever I have 
written about him as a disciplined 
and courageous governor of  
Lagos State. In any case, most 
residents of  Lagos state would 
always remember him for his 
s i m p l i c i t y ,  d e v o t i o n ,  
resourcefulness and commitment 
to the discipline of  execution of  
strategic plans. Sanwo-Olu, the 
current Governor od Lagos state 
has shown some flashes of  
brilliance on some state matters, 
but not the one we can borrow 
from yet: he hasn't rounded off  his 
assignment and 'finished strong' 
as Steve Farrar, a management 

guru would say. 
Today, I would like to ask the two 

giants what actually went wrong 
with governance system powered by 
the boisterous governing party, the 
APC, the platform on which they 
serve to the extent that the two of  
them could not fix just one burnt 
pillar of  the most important Link 
Bridge to the international and local 
Airports in Lagos for eight months. 
We need to ask them why they failed 
the people of  Lagos state and indeed 
the nation. Once upon a time, the 
authorities in Lagos, notably under 
the strongman of  Lagos politics, 
Asiwaju Ahmed Bola Tinubu, 
labeled abandoned projects and 
roads in Lagos, “Sorry, it is a federal 
project” That was the time the 
federal government was being 
g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP) and Lagos 
was an opposition state. But the 
same Lagos has been under the 
same political party in Abuja since 
2015. 

There should therefore be no 
excuse and crisis of  coherence and 
partisanship. This is one significant 
thing I mean here: why should it 
take eight months for the federal and 
Lagos state governments to fix just a 
burnt pillar under a very important 
bridge that leads to the airport and 
even Ikeja, the seat of  power and 
other critical places within Lagos? 
The Airport Link Bridge, the point 
at issue got burnt by a critical Toyota 
Bus Stop, near Oshodi and had been 
closed for traffic since January 10, 

2021. For those who may be asking 
'Airport Link Bridge' and so what, 
here is the thing, the bridge is not a 
prominent one like the Second 
Niger Bridge, but it is more 
significant than can be described 
here. The federal Bridge links road 
users and haulage workers from the 
only two functional ports, Apapa 
and even West Coast of  Africa to 
Lagos airports and several areas 
contiguous to the Lagos seat of  
power. The Bridge also links so 
many critical areas between Lagos 
and the very Industrial Ogun State. 
It is a very economically significant 
'Link Bridge', which ordinarily 
should not be trifled with for even 
weeks. 

But curiously, the Bridge has been 
closed incredibly for eight months 
and it has not been opened for 
business at press time. What 
happened to the real Fashola, who 
was governor of  Lagos for eight 
years? What happened to synergy 
that should exist between the former 
Governor of  Lagos State who is 
now the Minister of  Works and 
Housing and the Governor of  
Lagos state that they couldn't pay 
attention to this critical Bridge that 
has made numerous travellers to 
miss their local and international 
flights? What happened to Nigeria's 
Minister of  Works and Housing and 
former Lagos Governor generally 
believed to be serious with 
governance that he could not call 
even the Lagos Governor to fix the 
Bridge without any contract award? 

What happened to Lagos State 
Governor who allowed the Nigeria's 
wonderful federal police in Lagos to 
condiscate many hapless people's cars 
and extort others who have been 
driving against traffic because of  
irresponsibility of  governments in 
Abuja and Lagos for the past eight 
months? If  it is taking more than eight 
months to fix a burnt pillar under a 
bridge, how many years will it take 
them to deliver a much-advertised 
Fourth Mainland Bridge? What 
happened to the organic Fashola? Is it 
politics in Abuja or politricks in Lagos 
or corruption fighting corruption in 
the Federal Ministry of  Works or 
Lagos State Government? From the 
Office of  the Citizen, we demand a 
clear and credible explanation why the 
federal and Lagos state governments 
could not fix a Link Bridge's one pillar 
for eight months. The Guardian's 
Head Office is a stone's throw from the 
pillar at issue. We have written more 
than twelve significant stories on this 
debacle, yet no sense of  urgency to 
serve the people. It is a shame on 
democracy and the majesty of  
representative democracy that no 
member of  the Lagos State House of  
Assembly, House of  Representatives 
in the Area or Senator representing the 
Zone has visited the closed Bridge 
since January 10, 2021. They all fly 
over the bridge. 

The Airport Link Bridge was closed 
to vehicular traffic because of  a fire 
accident, which occurred after a tanker 
loaded with 33, 000 litres of  diesel 
exploded, damaging a bridge pillar. 

The contractor initially was 
scheduled to start work on the pillar 
of  the bridge damaged in June, six 
months after the bridge was closed, 
only for the company to stop work 
after a week.  This flip-flop has been 
compounded by poor traffic 
management on alternative routes 
provided by the government for 
motorists and commuters heading 
to Airport Road. 

After six months that the Airport 
Link Bridge at Toyota, Lagos was 
closed to motorists and road users, 
t h e  Fe d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  
commenced repair works, two 
months ago only for the contractor, 
Plycom Nigeria, to abandon the site 
a few days later, according to one of  
The Guardian reports. Three weeks 
after inactivity, investigations 
revealed that certain factors had led 
to the contractor discontinuing 
work at the construction site. An 
operative of  the construction 
company claimed work was 
stopped because there was need to 
divert traffic to allow work on the 
section of  the bridge directly on the 
Apapa-Oshodi  Expressway.  
Incredibly, the worker explained 
that the week the diversion was to 
be undertaken, Hitech, another 
construction company, started 
reconstructing the service lane of  
the Apapa-Oshodi Expressway 
inward Oshodi. This, he said, 
disrupted Plycom's plan.

The bridge is on the borderline of  
O s h o d i - I s o l o  a n d  M u s h i n  
constituencies. The lawmakers in 
these constituencies include: 
S e n a t o r  S o l o m o n  A d e o l a -  
representing Lagos West, while 
t h o s e  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives are Dr. Dawodu 
Bashiru (Oshodi-Isolo 1), Ganiyu 
Johnson (Oshodi-Isolo 2) and 
Bolaji Ayinla (Mushin 2), Ali 
Adeyemi Yusuf  (Mushin 1).

Others in the State Assembly are 
Shokunle Hakeem (Oshodi-Isolo 
1), Nureni Akinsanya (Mushin 1) 
Olayiwola Olawale (Mushin 2) and 
Jude Idimogu (Oshodi-Isolo 2). 
Since the closure of  the bridge, 
none of  these lawmakers has visited 
the site. This is the stuff  our 
democracy is strangely made of. 
There have been multiple accidents 
on Oshodi-Apapa highway as 
repairs began on the only Bridge 
pillar on 15 August, 2021. 
Specifically, The Guardian's 
(newspaper) gate and fence were 
destroyed by trailers late last month 
because of  this official tardiness. 

Airport link bridge: Where Fashola, 
Sanwo-Olu failed Lagos 

By Martins Oloja 
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