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h e r e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  Tconfusion galore in the 
South East currently. This 

confusion is made possible by an 
avalanche of  factors clearly 
bothering on choices.  The 
undercurrents playing out in the 
national political space has 
presented the South East with a 
plethora of options. Each of the 
available options on the card has 
both immediate as well as future 
merits and demerits. As it is now, 
the leaders of   South East zone 
must decide what really they want 
or stand for as 2023 political 
arithmetic is being deconstructed. 
The fact of the matter is, will the 

South East go for restructuring, 
Igbo presidency or play a second 
fiddle? The Biafra agitation would, 
certainly, for obvious reasons, 
receive an overwhelming support 
more the other above options, but 
its reality, objectively saying, is 
miles away from 2023! 
It is heartwarming that the APC, 

more than two years ago, agreed to 
restructure Nigeria. To actualize 
this noble objective, a committee 
headed by the Kaduna State 
governor, Malam Nasir el Rufuai, 
was appointed to chair that highly 
sensitive committee. No matter 
what the committee must have 
come with as its proposal, the point 
here is, such a window has given 
the South East enough grounds to 
c o u r a g e o u s l y  d e m a n d  t h e  
restructuring of  Nigeria as 
currently arranged. The reason for 
this demand is very evident to wit: 
the current arrangement is strongly 
anti Igbo. A situation where the 
South East boasts of five states in a 
country of 36 dramatizes nothing 
but injustice, inequity and 
unfairness. This is when it is 
measured on the grounds that all 
the other zones are accredited with 
six states, the North West 
unjustifiably smiles away with the 
lion share of seven. In allotting the 
774 LGAs, the South East also is 
numbered with the least councils. 
It is an aberration that Jigawa, 

Kano and Kaduna states have more 
number of states that the entire 
South East put together. Yet, the so 
called national cake is shared 
among the states based on the 
number of councils in each of the 
federating states. 
If we must be truthful to one 

another, we must acknowledge that 
it will take taking out a prey from 
the mouth of a lion than the South 
East producing the president of 
Nigeria in 2023. However, in 
politics, just like in all aspects of 
humanity, nothing is practically 
impossible. The leaders of South 
East can come together, agree that 
2023 is for an Igbo president. The 
way to go about it is to ensure that 
they discuss it, agree on it, and 
then, encourage and motivate all 
presidential aspirants across party 
lines. This way, a consciousness 
will be created and the Igbo 
j o u r n a l i s t s ,  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  
organizations and human rights 
activists will now be mobilized 
with that facts that the South East 
h a s  s u f f e r e d  t e r r i b l e  
marginalization since 1966. 
Dramatically, this can cause a 
political sensation and a new view 
and sudden paradigm attention 
ushered in into the journey to 2023 
presidency. Even if at the end of the 
day it does not happen, it will be 
recorded that Ndigbo dared when 
nobody actually expected them to 
raise an eyebrow!
Most Igbo people are of the view 

that the best Ndigbo will get in 2023 
is a vice president slot. This means 
Ndigbo are, once more, back to the 
1979/83 corner where the late Dr 
Alex Ekwueme was the country's 
deputy president – to President 
Shehu Shagari. There is nothing 
absolutely wrong with this line of 
action. Interpretatively, it goes to 
show that the South East should 
wait for the next four or eight years 
before politically thinking about an 
Igbo president. And this to be 
realizable, Igbo wards must be the 
running mates to the two major 
parties in the country, APC and 
PDP.               
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art of  the irony of  life is Pthat villains appropriate 
the glories of  the exploits 

of  brave men. Even when these 
men fight wars so that there will 
be no wars, and shed their blood 
so that there will be no 
bloodshed, afterwards, little or 
nothing is heard about them. 
And as time progresses, their 
contributions to achieve the 
emancipation of  the oppressed 
are forgotten, and only the 
voices of  those military 
apologists, who were wining 
and dining with the junta are 
heard, and heard so loud. This 
is a huge irony and joke.

The democracy we are 
witnessing today, although with 
nothing to show for it, could not 
have been a reality if  not for the 
s a c r i f i c e s  s o m e  y o u n g  
Nigerians made. Space is a 
serious constraint here to begin 
to highlight the contributions of  
Nigerians. But let this tribute 
serve as a posthumous tribute to 
few of  these Nigerians who 
gave their all, in some instance 
their lives, to ensure that the 
protracted suppression of  the 
Nigerian masses was abated.

Bamidele Aturu, BF,as  he 
was fondly called, was elected 
President of  the Students 
Union and emerged as one of  
the leading young voices 
against military rule in Nigeria 
at a time when it was quite 
dangerous to do such things. 
Yet, in 1987, he graduated with 
a first class degree and as the 
best student from the college. 
Armed with this qualification, 
BF undertook his compulsory 
National Youth Service Corps, 
NYSC, as a physics teacher at 
the Federal  Government 
College, Minna, Niger State, 
where he earned a reputation as 
a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  a b l e ,  
committed, and caring teacher.

The management of  the 
NYSC adjudged the best 
member of  the NYSC 1987/88 
in Niger State, and this 
assessment was considered 
worthy of  recognition by the 
then military administration. 
During the passing out parade, 
he was called upon to receive 
recognition from the Military 
Governor Lawan Gwadabe at 
the passing out of  his NYSC but 
he declined to shake the hands 
of  the Governor as an act of  
objection to military rule.

His inability to undertake a 
fulfilled teaching vocation 
without the NYSC discharge 
certificate compelled him to 
enroll in 1989 as a law student at 
the University of  Ife. Once 
again, BF graduated from the 
Law Faculty of  the University 

of  Ife in 1994 as the best student 
in International Law, one of  the 
best overall. 

He was admitted to the 
Nigerian Bar in 1995, and 
passed under the Professor Itse 
Sagay, a former Dean of  Law at 
two leading law faculties in 
Benin and Ife. He was one of  
the leading forces that resisted 
the regime of  late General Sani 
A b a c h a  t h r o u g h  t h e  
instrumentality of  United 
Action for Democracy (UAD).

He was one of  the persons 
that provided efforts that led to 
the coalition of  Civil Liberties 
Organisat ion,  CLO, and 
Committee for the Defence of  
Human Rights, CDHR, in 
1989, and the Constitutional 
Rights Project, CRP, in 1991 to 
form the  Campaign for  
Democracy, CD. The world was 
treated to a rude shock when the 

death of  Comrade Chima 
E n y i n n a y a  U b a n i  w a s  
announced on 21st September, 
2005. Ubani, the generalissimo 
of  the struggle was until his 
demise the Executive Director 
(ED) of  the Civil Liberties 
Organisation (CLO). 

Ubani and a photo journalist 
with Vanguard Newspapers, 
Tunji Oyeleru lost their lives in 
a ghastly auto crash along Yobe-
P o k i s t u m  r o a d .  T h e  
circumstances surrounding this 
crash are still shrouded in 
controversy because we were 
told that there were other 
occupants of  the Sports Utility 
Vehicle (SUV) whose identities 
were not disclosed. Due to the 
then Olusegun Obasanjo's 
regime's anti-people policies, 
including incessant hikes in fuel 
prices, the labour movement 
and civil  society groups 

coalesced to form what was 
called Labour and Civil Society 
Coalition (LASCO).

LASCO was undertaking 
rallies across the six geo-
political zones in the country 
protesting the fuel price hike, 
and had just concluded the 
North East geo-political zone at 
Maiduguri. Ubani was to travel 
by air but under circumstances 
which is also not clear opted to 
travel by land. The rallies were 
designed to take its grand finale 
at Abuja, the seat of  power, 
where LASCO would have 
occupied for days.

Chima Ubani died at the age 
of  42 and was a former 
A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Prisoner of  Conscience. He was 
bor n to  a  Seventh Day 
Adventist (SDA) pastor, Late 
Friday Okoro Ubani, and 
Mother Late Mrs. Eunice 

Nnem Ubani of  Obete Umuoha 
in Obingwa Local Government 
Area of  Abia State. Ubani, like 
Aturu, demonstrated high- 
intellectual capabilities. He was 
a Students Union leader at 
University of  Nigeria Nsukka 
(UNN) where he graduated in 
Crop Science in 1988. He took 
a n  M A  i n  M a s s  
Communication from the 
Leicester University in 2002, 
and joined the Civil Liberties 
Organization in 1990 as a 
researcher.

Ubani demonstrated activism 
traits early in life as he was said 
to have opposed a punishment 
from one of  his seniors in the 
secondary school while he was 
in form two. The activism in 
Ubani attained its climax when 
in 1993 the military regime of  
General Ibrahim Babangida 
annulled a presidential election 
that was to return Nigeria to 
civilian rule. He helped to bring 
v a r i o u s  h u m a n  r i g h t  
organizations together under 
one umbrella group, the 
Campaign for Democracy. He 
also joined the campaign 
against oil companies in the 
Niger delta, supporting such 
activists as the writer Ken Saro-
Wiwa, who was executed in 
1995.

In February 1994, Ubani's 
house and office were raided by 
security agents, and a report on 
women and chi ldren in  
Nigerian prisons which he had 
co-authored was confiscated. 
He went on the run, but was 
arrested and imprisoned in 
1995, after which his case was 
t a k e n  u p  b y  A m n e s t y  
International.

The following year, he was 
released and came to Britain for 
medical treatment, before 
returning to Nigeria. After the 
death of  General Sani Abacha 
in 1998, Ubani worked to 
ensure a return to civilian rule. 
But he refused to accept the 
election of  President Olusegun 
Obasanjo in 1999 as a genuine 
return to democracy, and 
lampooned what he saw as a 
corrupt government which 
disregarded human rights. In 
July 2000, in a case he brought 
against the Nigerian police, he 
was instrumental in the 
abrogation of  a decree that 
allowed state security agents to 
detain people indefinitely. He 
also campaigned against extra-
judicial killings by the Nigerian 
police and the use of  capital 
punishment. At the time of  his 
death, he was campaigning 
against fuel price increases.

Today Nigeria is witnessing 
dearth of  activists cast in this 
mould. Little wonder Nigeria is 
drifting.

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

Aturu, Ubani and the rest of us
By Okechukwu Keshi Ukegbu

The management of  the NYSC adjudged the best 
member of  the NYSC 1987/88 in Niger State, and 

this assessment was considered worthy of  
recognition by the then military administration. 

During the passing out parade, he was called upon 
to receive recognition from the Military Governor 
Lawan Gwadabe at the passing out of  his NYSC 

but he declined to shake the hands of  the Governor 
as an act of  objection to military rule.

Ubani
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t is a great challenge for a young boy gathering resources to getting ready for Imarriage. What is true of  the boy is also true of  the girl. What really are 
the challenges facing Igbo youths on getting married on time?

His Royal Highness, Eze Patrick Ngozi 
Uwalaka of Umulogho automous community, 
Obowo LGA of Imo State
The government at all levels should provide jobs 
for the youths in the country as it would enable 
those who are of  marriage age to achieve it. 
Poor economy is a big factor why youths delay 
in getting married. The youths on their own side 
should acquire good skills and avoid high living 
which includes looking for the richest man or 
most beautiful woman to marry. They should go 
for those with good home trainings and those 
with the fear of  God and respect for parents.

Nwachukwu Onyekachi Precious, Lagos, 
Business lady
In my own opinion, they want to be mentally,  
physically, financially and emotionally balanced to 
take up the responsibility while ladies are obsessed 
with wealth in the sense that they want to marry an 
already made man as husband. Secondly fear of  
having a bad or troublesome wife at home.

Mazi Chuks Ibegbu, ex-scribe of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo
There is high rate of  unemployment and 
the  young  ones  have  to  sur v ive 
economically before thinking of  who to 
marry. You have to feed yourself  before 
you talk of  marital issue like marriage. 
Again, education is another factor as 
most young boys these days want to 
achieve it high in academics before 
delving into marriage. It applies to both 
boys and girls in present society.

Name: Paul Ogaranya, State: Abia State, Occupation: 
Radio Presenter 
In many Igbo communities, it is believed that marriage is 
meant for mature men, not boys. Therefore, only real 
men who are ready and well equipped financially can 
pay the exorbitant bride price and provide all the items in 
the list brought by the family of  the bride.
Igbo men keep postponing marriage because, apart from 
the high bride price, the cost of  traditional marriage is 
also high as it requires the throwing of  flamboyant 
ceremonies as may be required by the family of  the bride. 
For such traditional ceremonies, the groom provides 
money for dresses to be worn by the bride and the bridal 
train, the bride's mother and her friends and provides 
money for the elaborate cooking that would be done, etc.
So this is part of  the reasons while Nigerian youths especially the men marry late.

Name: Gift Nwoko, State: Imo 
State, Occupation: Nurse
Many Igbo girls prefer husbands 
who are already rich. Failure to get 
such husbands often attracts scorn 
from female colleagues and so, they 
would rather wait until rich men 
come to ask for their hands in 
marriage. Our young men are also 
waiting to make money before they 
get married. When the lady is 
waiting for rich husband and the guy 
is waiting for money why wouldn't 
there be cases of  late marriage.

Tom James Winnie, Business woman
The problem is unemployment; most men 
who are done schooling and are ready to 
settle down do not have well paid jobs. Most 
of  them are still being fed and carried by 
their families.
Someone who is being carried cannot carry 
another person. 

I am Engr James Nnadozie Uchegbuo, the 
President-General of Ahuwa Oboro Ancient 
, Ikwuano LGA of Abia State.
Unemployment and underemployment among 
the youths are some of  the reasons why many 
youths find it hard to get married.
Also, in some communities in Igbo land, the list 
for marriage they prepare for their would-be 
son-in-laws contain exorbitant demands which 
a young man who is interested in marrying a 
girl may find hard to afford. That is why in my 
community, some of  these issues have been 
addressed to ensure that our ladies don't suffer 
any hindrance in marriage. Other communities 
in Igbo land should emulate this initiative so 
that those who are of  marriage age would not 
waste away in their parents' homes.

Challenges of Igbo youths
getting married early

By Dan Maduagwu, Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Chuma Austin and Glory Ugochukwu

Read & advertise
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ig Brother Naija Bseason 6 housemate, 
Nini on Thursday 

told other housemates that 
she has been on her bed 
sleeping.

Recall that Nini left the 
Big Brother house to begin 

aga's sister has called 

Sout the organizers of  
the Big Brother Naija 

show for exploiting the 
housemate's mental health 
for entertainment.

A d e j u m o  O k u s a g a 
r e c e n t l y  t o o k  t o  h e r 
Instagram story to express 
her disappointment at the 
show organisers. She wrote: 
"This actually made me 
real ly  sad.  Giving the 
Kayvee situation, I never 
expected bigbronaija to be 
this insensitive. People are 
legit  worried. You are 

p lay ing  wi th  peop le ' s 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  f o r 
entertainment and sport. 
Wow!"

The housemate has been 
trending all day for being 
inconsolable following 
Nini's top secret prank exit.

According to Saga's 
friend, his aunt had reached 
out to him to help get Saga 
out of  the house.

Saga's reaction has left 
fans of  the show with mixed 
feelings. While some feel 
sympathy for him, others 
i n s i s t  h i s  e m o t i o n a l 

breakdown is unnecessary 
s e e i n g  a s  h e  i s  i n  a 
competition.

Saga stands on the brink 
of  possible eviction this 
Sunday alongside Nini, 
Whitemoney, Pere, Angel 
and Queen.

I will cry," she said.
"You cannot come and 

say 'Waje is it because of  
food you are crying' my 
tolerance level is not yours so 
lemme be able to express 
myself  the way I want to the 
way you would express 
yourself."

It would be recalled that 

Big Brother instructed Nini 
during her Tuesday diary 
sess ion,  to  pack a  few 
toiletries and secretly leave 
the house.

The prank which took 
effect in the middle of  the 
night was billed to last 24 
hours.

Since her surprise exit 

from the house, Saga has 
become a shadow of  himself. 
T h e  f o r m e r  o f f s h o r e 
engineer, at some point, 
broke down in tears as he was 
inconsolable.

Nini has since returned 
to the house and reunited 
with the other housemates.

Nigerian singer, Waje 
has advised those 
criticising Saga for 

crying over Nini to allow him 
to express himself  the way 
that best suits him.

The music star made this 
known whi le  answering 
questions from her fans on 
Instagram Live.

" Y o u 
cannot teach 
s o m e b o d y 
h o w  t o 
e x p r e s s 
e m o t i o n . 
That's how 
some people 
know how to 
grieve. Me 
that can cry 
over  food. 
Let  me be 
looking for 
f o o d  n o w 
and find out 
the food is 
n o t  s w e e t 
a f t e r  t h e 
s w e a t  o f  
s e a r c h i n g 
for the food, 

the secret task she was given 
on Tuesday by Biggie, 
during a diary session to use 
a secret emergency exit 
upstairs and leave the house 
for 24 hours.

However, Nini around 
3.am on Thursday, sneaked 

into the house.
Pere, who was the first 

person to see her, alerted 
other housemates.

When asked where she 
has been all along, Nini told 
her fellow housemates she 
h a s  b e e n  o n  h e r  b e d 

sleeping.
She also told Angel she 

has been in the toilet since.
“You guys must be 

kidding me. I have been on 
my bed all these while.

“ I  wa s  h e r e  w h e n 
Queen and Whitemoney 
came inside the room to 
sleep.

“It's funny that you guys 
are saying you have been 
looking for me while I have 
been on my bed ever since.

“ I  wa s  h e r e  w h e n 
Whitemoney pecked Queen 
on her cheeks and asked her 
t o  s l e e p ,  e v e n  w h e n 
Emmanuel and Liquorose 
were playing before she 
finally left for the head of  
house lounge to sleep,” she 
said.

Nini returns, lies to housemates

Saga's sister expresses
disappointment at people
poking fun at his
predicament

Waje gives her two cent about
Saga's meltdown after Nini's
sudden disappearance

Stories by Glory Ugochukwu



showcase Igbo cultural 
heri tage even at  the 
diasporan level so as to 
keep that which the fore 
fathers have left for the 
generation. “Our people 
need to imbibe and always 
practice that which our 
ancestors have left in our 
hands".

The new yam festival in 
U m u o j i  c o m m u n i t y,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
community members, is an 
important way of  marking 
the beginning and end of  
the farming season. They 
tagged it a celebration of  
life, accomplishments in 
the community, culture 
and well-being.

Retired civil servant, 
M a z i  I k e n n a  O k oye  
Okoye, in his own view 
said occasions like the New 
Yam a l so  prov ide  a  
platform for communal 
unification, adding that the 
present administration is 
poised to backing policies 
that strengthen cultural 
growth and development.

Leader, Uruegbe Youth 
Development Association 
(UYDA), Umuoji, Hon. 
( A m b a s s a d o r )  
Mmaduabuchi Onwumelu 
(KSJI) who spoke to News 
Echo said the occasion, 
apart from its traditional 
imperativeness, enhances 
cultural reorientation and 

sets a course of  interaction 
among the members of  the 
community.

He further asserted that 
"It was a nice outing. Our 
culture is our identity. We 
should promote, cherish 
and celebrate it. Any race 
without a culture will never 
m a k e  a n y  m e a n i n g  
progress. Umuojians are 
culturally driven. We guard 
our culture judiciously and 
jealously. New yam festival 
is an annual event. Hon. 
Abuchi however expressed 
his loyalty on behalf  of  
Uruegbe Umuoji Youth 
Development Association 
(UYDA), in congratulating 
the Regent and his council 
members while praying for 
bountiful harvest and better 
outing next year". 

News Echo reports that 
Iwa ji ceremony can rightly 
be said to be the most 
prominent  t radi t ional  
fes t iva l  o f  the  roya l  
kingdom. People hold this 
ceremony so close to their 
hearts, especially as it 
signals the beginning of  
harvest and consumption 
of  “the chief  crops called 
Yam.

Highlight of  the event was 
the official cutting of  the 
new yam by the traditional 
ruler as well as other 
cultural performances.

owing to the fact that the 
regent represents the 
mouth  p i ece  o f  the  
community and also the 
chief  celebrant. 

He noted that the practice 
has been kept safe from the 
forefathers and today it is 
been recognized in almost 
all the Igbo communities. 
Chief  Ubaka attributed the 
benefits of  Uwa ji as one 
tha t  b reeds  succes s,  
prosperity in the land and 
o p e n  d o o r s  i n  t h e  
community. 

F o r m e r  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly member, Hon. 
Chukwuka, Mmili Umuoji 
while speaking to News 
Echo lamented over some 
c u l t u r a l  d e c a d e n c e,  
stressing that the low level 
of  performance was as a 
r e s u l t  o f  c h u r c h  
dominance in the Igbo 
culture. "The church which 
is now rooted deep into our 
society has affected the 
customs and practices, 
although the truth now is 
that the church has come to 
understand its significance 
and that is why some 
churches like the Roman 
Catholic practice the new 
yam festival as well".

Chukwuka called on Igbo 
sons and daughters to have 
a think home philosophy. 
"They should know it is 
very important for them to 

Ichie selected to form the 
cabinet of  Igwe. Now if  the 
Igwe is not around, the vice 
chairman of  the council 
turns to be the regent. 

Udah who doubles as the 
chief  legal adviser to the 
council stressed that the 
community is still on the 
selection stage of  the 
kingship and resolving the 
processes to obtain a 
substantial Igwe that will 
r u l e  t h e  U m u o j i  
community.

C o r r o b o r a t i n g ,  
traditional ruler of  Ideani 
community, Idemili North 
Local Government, His 
H R H  I g w e  S t e v e n  
Onyekwelu Ezeji, advised 
Ndigbo to always endeavor 
to practice yam farming so 
that they can always use 
their own yam produce for 
the festivals instead of  
buying from the market.  
Igwe Ezeji equally called 
on the government to 
ensure that rural farmers 
are empowered with yam 
seedlings and fertilizers as 
they stand to be producers 
of  food in the state.

Also speaking, a Medical 
Radiographer and also the 
Director of  Chriscord 
I n d u s t r i e s ,  U b a k a  
Christopher Nnedu said it's 
a  g r e a t  h o n o u r  t o  
experience this year's 
successful iwa ji festival 

masquerade performances, 
created a strong feeling of  
awe  among  v i s i to r s,  
e spec ia l ly  as  Umuiv  
masquerades  Umuoj i  
added glamour with their 
dancing steps.

The traditional regent of  
Umuoji community, Dr. 
Chris Nnedu, "Odenigbo 
U m u o j i "  e x p r e s s i n g  
gratitude to God Almighty 
for another harvest year 
noted that the traditional 
celebration of  new yam 
festival is embedded in the 
people ' s  cu l ture  and 
tradition. “It is a ceremony 
to appreciate the wonderful 
gifts and blessings of  the 
Creator”.  "I fell very 
happy looking at my elders 
in council of  Umuoji 
community celebrating 
new yam festival. So once 
any indigene gets home, he 
is now free to eat the new 
yam. I am also grateful to 
God for this day because 
we did not experience any 
form of  rainfall”. 

"This is our culture; it is 
an old aged tradition. It is 
not easy to plant a very 
small seed of  yam and in 
some months, it comes out 
to be a big tuber of  yam”.

The regent said the act of  
new yam festival is not a 
ritual ceremony but an 
event to give Almighty God 
thanks for giving the people 
a prosperous harvest  
season. He observed that 
the indigenes of  Umuoji 
a r e  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  
Christians. 

The regent in his speech 
described Iri Ji as an 
ancient Igbo culture and 
traditional statutory in 
Igbo land, adding that the 
traditional ruler heralds the 
feast, after which his 
cabinet members and 
subjects can eat the new 
yam.

N n e d u  h o w e v e r  
expressed sadness over the 
concerns about certain 
cultural misconceptions 
regarding the festival and 
other rites, arguing that 
there is a huge difference 
between the unique Igbo 
cultural norms and what is 
perceived as fetish.

Also speaking, High 
Chief  Barr. Okechukwu 
Udah, Ichie Abosiugo 
Umuoji noted that "the 
regent council is patterned 
in such a way that every 
village in Umuoji has an 

ew yam festival 

Nhas been one of  
the traditional and 

cultural festivals Igbo 
people do not play with and 
without performing this 
f e s t iva l  a s  g roup  or  
individual, no full-fledged 
or mature man eats new 
yam in Igbo land.

The festival is done at 
community level first and 
t h e n  w e l l  p l a c e d  
individuals now take queue 
to celebrate their own with 
members of  their families 
and friends, thereby kicking 
off  the eating of  new yam 
whether you are rich or not.

Umuoji community in 
Idemi l i  South  Loca l  
Gover nment Area of  
A n a m b r a  S t a t e,  l a s t  
Saturday led by the Regent 
of  Umuoji, His Majesty, 
Dr. Chris Nnedu, Prince, 
celebrated the community's 
New Yam festival with 
members  of  Igwe-in-
Council and community 
groups and indigenes as 
custom demands.

The ceremony witnessed 
the presentation of  gifts of  
cows, cattle and goats 
including assorted types of  
drinks by groups, age 
grades and well meaning 
sons and daughters of  
Umuoji to the Regent and 
members of  the Igwe-in-
Council, for yet another 
successful year of  New 
Yam fes t iva l  and  in  
appreciation of  the peace 
they have maintained and 
development they have 
brought to the community 
till date.

The regent, Dr. Chris 
Nnedu in the company of  
members of  the Igwe's 
cabinet as well as other 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
community marked the 
celebration in a colourful 
manner.

The regent's castle where 
the ceremony was held had 
the scene beaming with life 
with the unique sound of  
Ufie music emanating from 
large wooden gongs, which 
gave  the  occas ion  a  
dignified setting of  a 
traditional propriety.

H o w e v e r ,  c u l t u r a l  
dancers adorned in rich 
cultural costumes danced 
to the admiration of  the 
spectators. The array of  
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Paradigm of culture as Regent of Umuoji, 
celebrates new yam festival
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

Umuoji community in Idemili South Local Government Area of Anambra State, last  Saturday led by the Regent 
of Umuoji, His Majesty, Dr Chris Nnedu, Prince, celebrated the community's New Yam festival with members 
of Igwe-in-Council and community groups



festival is a blessing to 
Umuduruakuasha which 
was held over fifteen 
years ago.  He described 

centre as well as roads 
linking the market with 
n e i g h b o r i n g  
communities.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n i n g  
ceremony, Hon. Bede 
Ekeh thanked the people 
of  the community and 
the federal constituency 
at large for supporting 
him, saying that it was 
their cooperation and 
prayers that made the 
project possible in record 
time.

T h e  l a w m a k e r ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  
occasion by Hon. Kizito 
Onuoha,  Owerri Zonal 
Secretary of  Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
noted that Umukabia 
Ogodo has remained a 
strategic community in 
the affairs of  Ngor 
Okpala since inception, 
hence the reason why 

Iririji-Ohuru cultural 
f e s t i v a l  o f  
Umuduruakuasha as an 
originated culture of  
D u r u a k u a s h a  f r o m  
ancient dynasty which is 
no t  o f  the  p re sen t  
generation, adding that 
iriji Ohuru added a great 
value to promote unity, 
peace and progress of  the 
community. 

T h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  
U m u d u r u a k u a s h a  
Amaulu Mbieri,  Mr .E. 
Uwakwe Duru added his 
v o i c e  t h a t  t h e i r  
f o r e f a t h e r s  u s e  t o  
sprinkling of  fowl blood 
on the head of  their idol 
but now,  he thanked God 
that idols that forefathers 
worshipped has gone to 
church,  that is why 
Duruakuasha went to 
church before celebrating 
new yam festival. 

T h e  f o r m e r  
commissioners for Local 
G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  
Chieftaincy Affair, under 
the umbrella of  People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
Imo State, Hon. Barr. 
K e z i e  O g a z i e c h i  
desc r ibed  new yam 
festival as a time of  
harvesting of  yam of  the 
previous year and also a 
time for the community to 
come together, pray, eat 
and celebrate all the good 
things that happened in 
the previous years.  He 
prayed for the good of  the 
community and urged 
them not allow culture in 
Umudurukasha to die. 

He commended the 
e x e c u t i v e s  o f  t h e  
community for their 
e f f o r t s  d e s p i t e  t h e  
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  
encouraged them to 
sustain culture in the 
community. A vibrant 
and progressive young 
business mogul,  Hon. 
Egeonu Jude opined that 
this year's new yam 
festival is interesting 
among other new yam 
festivals he visited. He 
maintained that new yam 
festival is a time to come 
together and share ideas, 
adding that God shall 
strengthen their spirit and 
never let iriji festival fade 
in Umuduruakuasha..

PDP government has 
always sited signature 
projects in the area.

Ekeh disclosed that he 
has visibly registered his 
presence via valued 
projects in virtually every 
electoral Ward in Aboh 
Mbaise and Ngor Okpala 
LGAs, assuring that more 
infrastructure would be 
coming through his  
intervention. He advised 
members of  the PDP 
family in the area to 
remain committed to the 
party despite the present 
day challenges pointing 
out that the party would 
cease to be in opposition 
by 2023/2024. The well 
attended event featured 
cultural dances, sing-song 
b y  w o m e n  o f  t h e  
community as well as 
cultural displays by a 
masquerade troupe

to God and appreciated 
those who contributed in 
one way or the other. He 
also stated that the 
revival of  the new yam 

t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  
constituency just as he 
assured him of  the 
support of  Umukabia 
Ogodo people and also 
called on other elected 
and appointed public 
office holders to always 
live up to their promises.

Also in his welcome 
address, the Interim 
President of  Umukabia 
O g o d o  P r o g r e s s ive  
Organization (UOPO0, 
Rev. Fr. Frank Ndu 
Ogbonna extolled the 
s t e r l i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  
qualities of  Hon. Bede 
Ekeh and thanked him 
immensely for attracting 
t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  
community.

The interim President 
h o w e v e r  u s e d  t h e  
occasion to request for 
more projects like water 
borehole at the market, 
street lights, completion 
of  the ongoing civic 

State celebrated their 
new yam festival.  

The chairman planning 
committee, Mr. Anaele 
Duru expressed gratitude 

the community.
The traditional ruler 

who spoke both at his 
palace during a courtesy 
c a l l  a n d  t h e  
commissioning/handing 
over ceremony held at 
N k w o t a  U mu k a b i a  
M a r k e t  S q u a r e ,  
remarked that the federal 
lawmaker has excellently 
distinguished himself  as 
a true representative of  
the people of  Aboh 
Mbaise/Ngor Okpala 
constituency.

According to him, the 
construction of  the three 
market blocks of  18 stalls 
is a fulfillment of  the 
election promise made to 
his community and has 
opened the floodgate for 
further development of  
the market.

He prayed for the 
continued success of  
Hon. Ekeh in his service 

yam festival recently.  It 
was  success ful  and 
recorded a mammoth 
crowd and dignitaries 
from different part of  the 

he tradit ional  Tr u l e r  o f  
U m u k a b i a  

Ogodo Autonomous 
Community in Ngor 
Okpala LGA of  Imo 
State, HRH Eze Emma I. 
C. Ekeh has applauded 
the efforts of  the member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  A b o h  
Mbaise/Ngor Okpala 
Federal Constituency at 
H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, Hon. 
Bede Uchenna Ekeh for 
attracting quality and 
people-oriented projects 
to his constituency.

Ekeh who is the Okabia 
I of  Umukabia Ogodo 
gave the commendation 
yesterday while speaking 
a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
commissioning of  brand 
new lines of  market stalls 
attracted by Hon. Bede 
Ekeh, as one of  his 
constituency projects for 

h e  TUmuduruakuasha 
Amaulu Mbieri in 

Mbaitoli local government 
area of  Imo held their new 

Obiano
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Umuduruakuasha Amaulu celebrates 
new yam festival

Monarch lauds House of Reps member, pours 
out royal blessing for constituency projects

The Umuduruakuasha Amaulu Mbieri in Mbaitoli local government area during their new yam festival recently.
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Cover

reat concern, worries and 

Gsad commentaries are 
n o w  t r a i l i n g  t h e 

weeklong absence of  the Imo State 
g o v e r n o r ,  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma since he travelled to 
Abuja last Saturday. 

Imolites have decried the 
atti tude of  the governor in 
constantly travelling to Abuja each 
time where he spends days and 
abandoning governance especially 
on issues that requires his active 
presence.

It would be recalled that 
Uzodimma spent a whooping 28 
days absence in August shortly 
before the visit of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari. When the 
matter attracted the ire of  Imo 
people the governor in a release 
explained that one of  the benefits 
of  his frequent trips was attracting 
the President to visit Imo because 
according to him it will take the 
people to the centre of  power.

However, the visit of  the 
number one citizen was marred by 
the Independent People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) sit-at-home order which 
was massively respected by the 
people. Buhari did not fail to 
express his misgivings on the trip 
which he summed up in carefully 
chosen words when he said, “I will 
b e  c a r e f u l  i n  y o u r  f u t u r e 
invitations''

T h i s  h a d  r a t t l e d  t h e 
government as its media handlers 
began to fall over each other in 
explaining the meaning of  the 
clear and simple protest of  Buhari. 
While some lived in denial others 
contradicted themselves, thus 
turning the visit to one huge 
controversy. The 28 days absence 
from governance appeared a 
futility.

After the President's trip, 
many had thought that the 
governor would have settled down 
for governance to cover lost 
grounds but he failed again to 
disappoint his detractors. It would 
further be recalled that in May the 
governor was already away in 
Abuja when his house at the 
country home was torched by 
suspected hoodlums. 

After the fire incident, it took 
the governor another seven days 
before returning to the state even 
as the state was gripped with 
insecurity and without anyone 
addressing the citizens to calm 
frayed nerves. Some Imolites who 
spoke to News Echo on the issue 
expressed different ways the 
governor's absence has affected 

the growth of  the state.
A civil servant who works in 

the government house but who 
does not want his name in print 
lamented that each time the 
governor is on the move the state 
shuts down. He tasked the reporter 
to visit the various offices and see 
how casual the workers approach 
their duties, the unoccupied seats 
and how people strolled around 
gossiping. 

When reminded that the 
State has a deputy governor who 
should step in to perform the 
governor's role in his absence, he 
f i r ed  back ,  “where  i s  tha t 
happening, in this Imo or another 
state, I am not sure the governor 
has a deputy”  

Another aggrieved Imolite, a 
head teacher in a primary school 
in Ogwa, Mbaitoli who gave her 
name simply as Nnenna frowning 
at the governor's frequent trip 
remarked thus, “this money this 
man is using to fly private jets each 
time, is it not a drain on Imo 
resources? Can it not be used to 
pay us our outstanding salaries? I 
have not been paid since October 
last year, is that not wickedness?”

Inves t iga t ions  however 
revealed that the cost of  hiring a 
private jet each trip including 
extraneous expenses is close to 
N20m. If  you relate this figure to 

the seven days the State may have 
squandered about 140m naira 
from the purse of  a fragile state 
w i t h o u t  s t r o n g  i n t e r n a l l y 
generated revenue (IGR) base. 
When a state is bleeding like this 
from a singular overhead cost it 
not difficult to understand why it 
cannot clear refuse dumps, pay 
workers, fix basic infrastructure, 
and improve the quality of  life.

Within the seven days of  
Uzodimma's absence, students of  
Imo Polytechnics, Umuagwo took 
to the street last Tuesday to protest 
the manner the government has 
abandoned them. According to 
some of  the students,  they 
c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  N a t i o n a l 
Diploma students ND 1 and 
H i g h e r  N a t i o n a l  D i p l o m a 
students HND 1 admitted to the 
school since last year were yet to 
commence  s tudies  and are 
supposed to be writing exam 
October 4.

The students further allege 
that their school is designated as 
the University of  Agriculture and 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s , 
Umuagwo while they are to be 
relocated to the governor's home 
town which is not yet ready with 
required facilities for studies. They 
appear stranded. These are issues 
that may elude the governor's 
attention as he is focused on 

Abuja.
B u t  t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r 

question playing on the lips of  
many Imo citizens is what the 
governor goes to do at Abuja. 
What are the benefits of  such 
frequent trips? Can the issues that 
take him to Abuja not be handled 
by any of  his functionaries? 

In what appears a response, 
Anyadike a media professional, 
s ta ted  the  only  reason the 
governor shuttles to Abuja is to 
keep his seat which according to 
him, he confessed he secured 
through the Ben Johnson way 
beating others to the challenge.

According to him, “are you 
not aware that Uzodimma has a 
pending case at the Supreme 
Court which he knows is a bad one 
for him. I am not a judge or lawyer 
but I do know that case is clear and 
simple and can only go one way. 
He is still applying the Ben 
Johnson process throwing away 
our  money  to  compromise 
officials in order to stay action on 
the matter. Are you surprised that 
nothing is working in Imo?

”Which governor rules his 
s t a t e  f r o m  A b u j a  i f  n o t 
Uzodimma. Even the governors 
that are doing well are not found in 
Abuja with the same frequency 
like him. What is he doing there if  
not to beg with our money to keep 

his ill gotten seat? The governor 
w i l l  i n s t r u c t  t h a t  C o u n c i l 
chairmen operate from their base 
but will himself  be operating in far 
away Abuja. The situation is 
fur ther not helped that the 
governor is running as sole 
administrator for more than five 
months without commissioners. It 
is sad”, he concluded.

When News Echo reached 
out to the Special Assistant to the 
Governor on Print Media, Sir 
Modestus Nwankpa, he reacted 
thus: “Is there any trouble or law 
that a governor must administer 
his state from one point? There is 
no issue that a governor travels and 
comes back, it is normal. The 
governor has been a national 
player. What are they insinuating 
by the way?”'

When reminded that the 
complaint  i s  about  leaving 
governance for days outside the 
state as in the instant case of  a 
week's absence he had this to say.

“Abuja and Owerri are very 
close. The National Caretaker 
Committee chairman is the 
governor of  a state, does it mean 
when he is in Abuja everything 
stops. Now that the party is doing 
its Congress at Abuja the governor 
must be actively involved, he 
concluded.

Day 7: Uzodimma abandons
Imo for Abuja
…As state rots, lie desolate
...No, it is for our development – SA Print Media 
By Chinyere Nwaneri 

PMB receiving Gov Uzodimma at Aso Rock during one of the latter’s numerous visits.
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from criminals who constitute 
nuisance in the guise of  
government agents to defraud 
the unsuspecting public.

Imo state government can 
borrow a leaf  from Anambra 
State government that last year 
launched the “Operation Anti-
street Touting” across the state 
to arrest and persecute 
offenders. 

The only way to coordinate 
and curtail this menace of  
touting is for the government 
to create isolated parks for 
c o m m e r c i a l  
movements/drivers, so that 
the National Union of  Road 
Transport Workers (NURTW) 
will be able to document the 
operations of  the touts in the 
state. With the indiscriminate 
parks here and there, it will be 
difficult to stop the unholy and 
uncivilized activities of  the 
touts. 

The other day, while I 
driving along Wetheral road, 
at Fire Service to be precise, I 
saw, suddenly some group of  
men forcefully grabbed the 
steering of  one of  the 
commercial drivers, I was 
j o l t e d  o u t  o f  m y  
concentration, I pulled over to 
find out who they were, when 
the driver gained freedom from 
their grip by the intervention 
of  other drivers, I was told they 
w e r e  u n k n o w n  t o u t s  
r e q u e s t i n g  f o r  
emblems/tickets. Before I 
could turn to speak to the so-
called touts, I could not see 
their shadows, they disappear 
into the crowd.

If  they are not checked, 
t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  t h a t  
method/ploy  to  snatch  
unsuspect ing  motor i s t s '  
vehicles and disappear to 
unknown destinations. The 
government should set up its 
internal agents to monitor the 
activities of  these criminal 
elements before it gets too late 
because for a dark street, 
sunshine is most welcome. Not 
only will sanity be returned to 
the streets but lives will also be 
saved. Addressing the menace 
would have prevented fisticuffs 
that could lead to death. That 
death can be circumvented 
today by doing the needful.

government officials as their 
principals to extort money 
from unsuspecting members 
of  the public. Government 
should no longer tolerate any 
f o r m  o f  m o l e s t a t i o n ,  
harassment and intimidation 

The government must 
begin to develop a template, if  
not a ministry to flush these 
touts out of  the streets before 
they cause more harm than 
envisaged because at any point 
in time, they drop the name of  

will turn the roundabouts to 
ghetto of  sort and smear the 
architectural renewal design to 
the mire. The unfortunate part 
of  it is that some of  them 
brandish identity cards whose 
validity have expired. 

p a r t  f r o m  

Aindiscriminate waste 
disposal, beggars-

n u i s a n c e  a n d  
uncoordinated/unplanned 
cities, another public issue that 
constitutes and defaces the 
cities no matter how highly 
planned is the issue of  touting. 
Until the government of  Imo 
State led by Senator Hope 
Uzodinma takes drastic 
measures to curbing the 
menace of  touting in the 
metropolis, all the urban 
renewal ,  e spec ia l ly  i t s  
junction/roundabout renewal 
would have been effort in 
futility.

In Imo, there are few places 
that make the state look like a 
city; places like Wetheral, 
Douglas, Ikenegbu Layout, 
Amakohia, World bank, Egbu 
roads need to maintain the 
aesthet ics  for  which a  
state/city is known. Since the 
creation of  Imo state in 
February 3rd, 1976  under the 
leadership of  the military 
ruler of  Nigeria, Murtala 
Mohammed, all the leaders 
both military and civilians, 
starting from Ndubuisi Kanu, 
Adekunle Lawal, Sunday 
Ajibade Adenihun, Samuel 
Onunaka  Mbakwe,  Ike  
N w a c h u k w u ,  A l l i s o n  
A m a k o d u n a  M a d u e k e,  
Amadi Ikwechegh, Anthony 
E. Oguguo, Evan Enwerem, 
James N.J. Aneke, Tanko 
Zubairu, Achike Udenwa, 
Ikedi Ohakim, Owelle Rochas 
Anayo Okorocha, Emeka 
Ihedioha and the present 
Hope Uzodinma, every effort 
has been made to ensure that 
the metropolis wears the look 
that should make the state 
what it should be.

The irritating, nauseating 
and frustrating atmosphere 
created by these touts who are 
found at every nooks and 
c r a n n i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e,  
especially at motor parks, bus-
stops, dragging the steering 
with commercial bus drivers 
has come to a point that if  the 
government of  the day does 
not take proactive measure to 
curbing their excesses, they 
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Issues

By Chigozie Uzosike

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The only way to coordinate and curtail this 
menace of  touting is for the government to 

create isolated parks for commercial 
movements/drivers, so that the National 

Union of  Road Transport Workers 
(NURTW) will be able to document the 

operations of  the touts in the state. With 
the indiscriminate parks here and there, it 

will be difficult to stop the unholy and 
uncivilized activities of  the touts.

Uzodinma must address 
level of touting in Imo

Uzodimma
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Showbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/LivingShowbiz/Fashion/Living
The best dressed celebrities at 2021 Emmys

hese are the best dressed THollywood stars at The 
Emmys.

T h e  E m m y  Aw a r d s  i s 
A m e r i c a ' s  b i g  n i g h t  f o r 
American Television shows and 
Hollywood stars dressed the 
part. 

These are the best dressed 
Hollywood stars at The Emmys.

Issa Rae 
Issa dazzled in this see-

through shimmering Alietteny 
gown. 

Anta Taylor-Joy 
Anta Taylor-Joy from the 

Queen's Gambit wore a pale-
yellow halter neck dress with a 
yellow silk faille opera coat 
made by Dior. 

Yara Shahidi 
Yara attended the Emmys 

wearing a Dior mid-length green 
silk faille gown 

Kerry Washington 
Kerry wore a custom-made 

Ebro silk satin slip dress with a 
corset belt. 

Billy Porter 
Billy was a gorgeous butterfly 

in a statement custom-made 
black ensemble with dramatic 
ruffles by Ashi Studio. 

He was also blinged out to 
perfection in Lorraine Schwartz 
jewellery 

Kaley Cuoco 
Kaley wore a custom Vera 

Wang neon yellow taffeta gown 
with a sweetheart neckline and 
taffeta flowers on the straps. 
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abes who see regular Bfinancial gifts as a duty or 
o b l i g a t i o n  o w e d  b y  

boyfriends need to fix up their lives 
now.

Having a sense of  entitlement is 
believing that you deserve certain 
privileges — and being arrogant 
about getting them. 

The concept of  'culture of  
entitlement' establishes that there 
a r e  p e o p l e  h a v e  h i g h l y  
unreasonable expectations about 
what they deserve in life and 
according to this article, many 
Nigerian millennials firmly sit in 
this category. 

Apart from the widespread type 
of  entitlement which  says Ayomide
is symptomatic of  millennials of  
both genders, it'd appear that there's 
another type of  entitlement, one 
which has trickled down into 
relationships and now puddles in 
the minds of  ladies who have 
boyfriends. 

Apparently, too many Nigerian 
babes believe that the moment a guy 
becomes their boyfriend, his money 
becomes theirs. 

It's almost as if  saying yes to a 
guy is entering into an agreement to 
co-own his bank account and its 
contents. Way too many Nigerian 
ladies actually do feel entitled to 
your money just because they are 
your girlfriend. 

And this is not some conclusion 
drawn from thin air. There's a long-
existing, well-documented love 
Nigerian ladies reserve only for men 
who have deep pockets. 

'If  you no get money, hide your 
face' has been in operation as a 
Nigerian girl mantra long before 
Small Doctor put a tune to it and 
made it mainstream. 

Check out all the popular 
relationships pages on Instagram 
and you'll find this same sense of  
entitlement dripping from many of  
the relationship questions women 
send in to those columns. 

“He's a great guy, treats me well 

alien to some ladies reading this and 
it is absolutely understandable. This 
is because for such a long time, the 
dating culture around here has been 
that unless you are willing to spend 
as a guy, you're not ready to be in a 
relationship. 

Also, it is thought that if  you are 
in a relationship and you're not 
splashing the cash or, at least, 
spending part of  the little you have 
on your girl, you're not doing right. 
So guys have adapted to this reality, 
knowing that it is one sure way to 
keep women happy. 

So this learnt generosity of  men 
towards their women or the women 
they hope to get is actually an 
offshoot of  the if-you-no-get-

of  your money, too! 
Seeing regular financial gifts as 

a duty or an obligation a boyfriend 
owes you is wrong. It really is. To 
also place an outrageous emphasis 
on the size of  a potential partner's 
pocket isn't so cool either. Money 
sure plays an important role in 
keeping a relationship going but it's 
not all there is to relationships. 

It's easy to say 'why can't men 
just go for the women who 
understand how money works in 
relationships and are not entitled to 
their men's money?', but then the 
point of  this article is not to address 
men's poor taste in women rather 
than the rampant female behaviour 
of  feeling entitled to your boo's 
money. 

If  you have always thought 
differently, this will be a bitter pill to 
swallow but you need to know that 
your boo does not owe you ANY of  
those things he gives or does for you. 
No one owes you anything. Not at 
all. 

Being a great boyfriend [or even 
girlfriend] who shares and freely 
gives money to their partner should 
never be taken for granted or seen as 
a duty. 

His money is not your money so 
don't feel angry or throw tantrums if  
he refuses to give it to you. 

In the same manner that we 
have decided here that husband 
privileges should not be given to 
boyfriends, it has to be said also that 
wife privileges do not belong to 
girlfriends, too. 

Until you guys decide to 
become bound in matrimony, his 
money will never be your money 
and you should never ever feel 
entitled to it. 

And what happens when that 
time [marriage] comes is that his 
money just does not become your 
money, yours becomes his, too. 
Then you can feel entitled to it 
because it is no longer his money, it's 
become for the both of  you to share. 

but..." 
“He earns so much but gives me 

only so little.” 
The questions come worded 

differently in separate mails but that 
sense of  entitlement is constant, it's 
obvious in so many of  them. Being 
his girlfriend does not entitle you to 
his money. Asking to be your 
boyfriend is not tantamount to 
a g r e e i n g  t o  b e a r  a l l  yo u r  
responsibilities. Agreeing to be his 
bae, having sex with him, going on 
dates with him, and doing other 
relationship things with him is not 
automatic access to his money. 

The idea that a boyfriend does 
not have any obligation to give you 
any part of  his money will sound 

ive things to consider doing Finstead of  getting angry, 
throwing tantrums and 

nursing suspicions when your man 
suffers a dip in sexual desire.

Newsflash: Women aren't the 
only ones who suffer low libido 
and lack of  sexual interest. 

It's a widely-accepted view 
that men are supposed to want sex 
all the time but of  course that's 
another hasty generalization that 
you are better without. 

When men suffer from low 
desire and begin to manifest 
disinterest in sexual activities, it 
can be incredibly complicated and 
challenging for their spouses and 
par tners. Many women feel 
ashamed, thinking that perhaps 
their partner no longer thinks they 
are attractive or that he already has 
side chicks with whom all his 
sexual needs are being met. 

O t h e r s  g e t  a n g r y  a n d 
suspicious that their husband has 

begun to cheat on them, leading to 
a c c u s a t i o n s  a n d  e ve n t u a l 
divorces/breakups. 

Sometimes, instead of  your 
anger and suspicions, all he needs 
is your assistance and here are five 
ways to help him out and get your 
relationship back on track again. 

1. Communicate 
Communication is absolutely 

key in all relationships. 
Never be too embarrassed or 

shy to approach your partner and 
address the matter in the most non-

confrontational means possible. 
Statements such as this should 

be helpful; "I've noticed we aren't 
having sex as much as we used to.” 

If  there's any problem, what 
can I do to help us reignite the 
spark in our sex lives?" 

If  you sense that stress from 
his job and other engagements are 
getting to him, you could also talk 
to him about slowing down a bit. 

2. Suggest medical assistance 
Your partner's indifference to 

sex might be as a result of  some 

health issue, which, of  course, can 
be addressed by seeking medical 
assistance 

3. Exercises 
Nothing is better for your 

physical health, and by extension, 
sexual health, than plenty of  
exercise. Look for a way to get your 
partner involved in this. 

4. Healthy Practices 
Instead of  serving him that 

huge bowl of  unhealthy food, why 
not find a way to convince him that 
eating healthy is for his own good? 

Make him see reason why 
doing this and other healthy things 
will enhance his and your sexual 
well-being. 

5. Initiate sex 
If  you usually sat back and 

waited for him to come on to you, 
it's time to switch things up and be 
the change you want to see in your 
relationship. 

It's believed in some quarters 
that men find it really arousing 
when women come on to them. 

Perhaps, your decision to 
make him feel sexy and desirable 
will automatically get him in the 
mood again. 

money-hide-your-face attitude 
earlier spoken of, among other 
things. 

And we actually can't deny the 
role played in all of  this by the 
terrible economic situation of  the 
country – both in the past and even 
now. 

Because many are ever hoping 
for that luxurious life they never had 
a taste of, girls grow up wanting 
men who would spoil them, guys 
who would spend all the money, 
'use enjoyment to kill them' and 
grant them access to all the perks 
that come with wealth. Many 
women still hope to become rich 
and live the good life just by 
relationship or marriage to a rich 
man. 

Mind you, this is not to say that 
generous guys need to stop being so. 
Neither is it to say gifts of  money 
from a guy to his babe is wrong. It's 
also not to say guys can't offer 
financial assistance to their babes 
when they genuinely need it. 
Likewise, for the sake of  clarity, it 
has to be clearly spelt out that not all 
women are hoping to make a 
headway in life through marriage. 

Somewhere along the line 
women, seem to have cemented the 
generosity and largesse often 
offered by men who seek their love 
as some form of  duty owed to them, 
something they are entitled to. 

The truth, however, is that all 
these are gifts – the money, the bills 
he helps you with, everything… you 
need to see them as what they are – 
just gifts - and you should be grateful 
for them, not arrogantly expecting 
them like something you laboured 
for. 

You have no business feeling 
entitled to your boyfriend's money. 
It's his, not yours and he can choose 
to spend it how he pleases. Make 
yours and spend it how you please. 
He'll be wrong to try to take control 

RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
When will women stop feeling entitled
to boyfriends' money?

What to do when your man is
disinterested in sex 
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eriods which are a Pnatural  monthly 
o c c u r r e n c e  f o r 

w o m e n  c a n  b e  v e r y 
uncomfortable and painful 
yet  necessar y for  the 
normal functioning of  the 
body.

However, there are 
times you may want to 
delay your period because 
due to certain reasons and 
situations, maybe you have 
an important event to 
attend or your wedding is 
coming. 

Instead of  using pills 
that can lead to a hormonal 
imbalance in the body and 
disrupt your menstrual 
cycle, there are natural 
ways to delay your period 
for some days and even 
weeks. 
Here are six of  them;

1. Lemon water 
Loaded with acidic 

properties and vitamins, 

hi le  precum 

Witself  does not 
contain sperm, 

it can pick up any that 
might be left in the urethra 
as it is passing through.

Precum is a clear fluid 
produced by a male before 
the climax. It exits the 
urethra; the same tube 
urine uses to leave the 
body, and is often found on 
the tip of  the penis during 
sexual arousal. 

Precum helps sperm 
travel more easily out of  
the body and can be a 
natural lubricant during 
sex. 

It looks similar to 
semen, which is the white 
fluid that comes out of  the 
penis during a climax. 
While precum itself  does 
not contain sperm, it can 
pick up any that might be 
left in the urethra as it is 
passing through. 

Do sperm live inside 
precum? 

There may be living 
sperm cells in the precum. 
This does not always occur 
and when it does, there are 
not very many sperm cells; 
however, it is still possible. 

Though the chances 
are low, the sperm cells 
inside of  the precum could 
p o t e n t i a l l y  c a u s e 
pregnancy. One study 
found that in precum 
samples taken from 42 
men, approximately 17% 
of  the samples contained 

moving sperm cells.4 
In another study, out 

o f  4 0  p r e - e j a c u l a t e 
samples (taken from 27 
men), 41% of  the samples 
had sperm cells present, 
and  in  37% of  these 
samples, the sperm were 
motile and alive. 

Since the sperm cells in 
pre-ejaculate do not come 
from the Cowper's glands, 
how do they get inside 
precum? Research is not 
c o n c l u s ive,  b u t  i t  i s 
currently assumed that 
some men leak sperm cells 
into their pre-ejaculatory 
fluid, and these sperm cells 
come from the seminal 
vesicle (where they are 
s t o r e d  p r i o r  t o 
ejaculation). 

Can precum get  a 
woman pregnant? 

The chances of  getting 
pregnant from pre-cum are 
pretty low — but it is 
possible. 

P r e - c u m  d o e s n ' t 
usually have any sperm in 
it. But some people may 
have a small amount of  
sperm in their pre-cum. If  
t h e r e  i s  s p e r m  i n 
someone's pre-cum, and 
that pre-cum gets into your 
vagina, it could possibly 
fertilize an egg and lead to 
pregnancy. 

There 's  no way to 
know when there is or isn't 
sperm in pre-cum — that's 
o n e  r e a s o n  w hy  t h e 

w i t h d r a w a l  m e t h o d 
(pulling out) isn't the best 
at preventing pregnancy, 
even if  they pull out before 
ejaculation (cumming). 

racked heels are a 

Cc o m m o n  f o o t 
condition, which can 

cause discomfort or even 
pain. They result from dry 
skin and are accompanied by 
t h i c k e n e d  s k i n ,  p l u s 
sometimes yellow or brown 
calluses around the heel 
e d g e.  O f t e n ,  t h e  o n ly 
problem with cracked heels is 
their appearance. However, 
in some cases, the condition 
can be severe if  the cracks 
become infected. 

Although it occurs in 
both adults and children, it 
seems to be severe among 
women. 

Standing on a cold or 
hard floor for long, intensive 
w a l k i n g ,  a n d  b e i n g 
overweight are some of  the 

reasons heels crack. 
But these problems can 

be fixed when you try these 
lifestyle listed below. 

Vegetable oil
S t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t 

ve ge t a b l e  o i l  c o n t a i n s 
emollient properties, along 
w i t h  a n t i m i c r o b i a l , 
a n t i o x i d a n t ,  a n t i -
inflammatory, and wound-
healing properties. 

They act as nutritional 
building blocks for healthy 
skin. These potent qualities 
of  vegetable oils can help 
treat cracked heels. 

Method: Wash your feet 
and dry them with a clean 
towel. Apply a layer of  
vegetable oil on the affected 
area. 

Wear a pair of  thick 

socks and leave them on 
overnight. Wash your feet in 
the morning. 

Honey
Honey i s  a  natura l 

antiseptic that helps heal 
cracked feet, and its soothing 
properties help revitalize the 
skin. 

Method: Mix one cup 
of  honey in half  a bucket of  
warm water. 

Soak your feet for about 
15-20 minutes in the water-
honey mixture. Scrub off  
gently. 

Shea Butter
Shea butter hydrates, 

nourish, and moisturizes the 
skin. It also possesses healing 
properties and improves 
various skin conditions 
related to dryness because of  

its vitamin A and vitamin E 
content. 

Method: Apply shea 
butter on your feet and 
massage them for a minute or 
two so that it is absorbed 
easily. 

Slip-on some socks and 
leave the shea butter on 
overnight. 

Banana and Avocado 
foot mask

Av o c a d o  c o n t a i n s 
vitamins A, E, and omega 
f a t t y  a c i d s  a n d  o t h e r 
nutr ients  that  promote 
wound healing. Banana 
works as a moisturizer. These 
properties may help treat 
cracked heels. 

Method: Blend a ripe 
banana and half  an avocado. 
Apply this thick, creamy 
paste over your heels and 
feet. 

Keep it on for 15 to 20 
minutes and then wash off  
your feet with lukewarm 
water. 

Coconut oil
Coconut oil moisturizes 

dry skin and also helps get rid 
of  dead skin cells. It can 
penetrate to the deeper layers 
of  the skin and nourish them. 

Method: Apply coconut 
oil liberally on your feet. Slip-
on the socks and go to bed. 
Shower as usual in the 
morning. 

3 times a day. 
3.` Uterus Massage 
Getting an oil massage 

on your stomach helps to 
de lay  as  wel l  as  ease 
menstrual pain during your 
cycle. But this technique 
works  on ly  when  the 
message is done in the right 
way, so taking professional 
help is recommended. 

4. Apple Cider Vinegar 
Apple Cider Vinegar is 

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a n 
effective home remedy for 
delaying your upcoming 
periods. It does not only 
push back your dates but 
can decrease the symptoms 
and blood flow once you go 
through the menstrual 
phase post delay. 

Add 3 teaspoons of  
apple cider vinegar to a 
glass of  water and consume 
it thrice in a day for about a 
week. This can delay the 
periods for about a week. So 

stock up some cider if  you 
need it in an emergency. 

5. Parsley leaves 
Parsley leaves contain a 

rich source of  Vitamin B12, 
Vitamin K, C and also A. 
Boiling a couple of  parsley 
l e a v e s  i n  w a t e r  a n d 
consuming it twice daily 
after cooling it, helps to 

delay your period and also 
flush out excess toxins from 
the body. 

6. Exercise 
Excessive exercise may 

delay the start of  a period. 
People with periods who 
engage in heavy physical 
activity or exertion in the 
days before a period may 

notice it doesn't begin on 
time. 

This could be a result of  
low-energy availability. 
When your body has used a 
great deal of  its energy to 
both exercise and recover, it 
may not have the energy 
reser ves  to  fu l f i l l  the 
menstrual cycle. 

lemons have a great impact 
on delaying your period 
cycle. It is said that it also 
makes the flow lighter and 
helps in complications 
related to periods. 

Mix 2 to 3 teaspoons of  
lemon juice in lukewarm 
water to make a solution. 
Try having it at least a 
couple of  days before you 
expect your date for a sure-
shot result. 

2. Gelatin 
This Chinese technique 

is said to be effective in 
delaying your periods for a 
couple of  hours to a week 
even. When you are in need 
this remedy works wonder 
in giving you results. 

Gelatin slows down the 
e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  o f  
menstruation resulting in 
delayed periods. Take a 
packet of  gelatin and mix it 
with water. Mix and shake 
it well and have it around 2-

Natural ways to delay your period 

Precum and pregnancy: All
the odds and possibilities 

Home remedies to cure cracked heels 
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Before I begin this analysis, I 
want to apologise to my 
teeming readers of  my 

inability to write my regular 
columns for the past two weeks. It 
was due to circumstances of  time 
which made it impossible for me 
to meet up with my avowed 
determination to continue to serve 
my people particularly in the areas 
of  culture in this newspaper.

Today, I want to discuss the 
significance of  hunters in the 
security architecture of  our 
people. It is unfortunate that due 
to imperatives of  colonial 
inf luence in the name of  
colonization that many of  our 
most cherished cultures have 
disappeared. When time was time, 
forests and bushes were plentiful, 
there were organized professional 
hunters.

They could be found in every 
part of  the Igbo community. They 
were so organized with rules of  
engagements. They were effective 
and active during the dry season. 
Then and only then, on any 
particular day except on Sundays, 
they would assemble at the village 
square for regular meetings and to 
apportion out what areas they 
would occupy to search for 
animals to hunt.

It must be said that the 
availability of  forests and bushes 
were the conditions for thriving of  
hunting spree at that time. Usually 
they would divide themselves into 
segments or little groups. Most of  
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the animals to be hunted were: 
hares, antelopes, deer or true deer 
are hoofed ruminant mammals 
forming the family circle. 

Other mammals or animals they 
hunted for were those commonly 
available in low forest areas in our 
c o m mu n i t i e s .  I t  mu s t  b e  
mentioned that violent and large 
animals such as elephants, tiger, 
lion, giraffe, etc were never found 
in our forests rather those could be 
found in mid western region 
where large forests existed. I 
remember that when I was young, 
one morning, a straying tiger was 
found in a nearby community in 
our clan.

 The entire towns and villages 
were mobilized to give it a chase. It 
must be recalled that the efforts to 
hunt it down which began at about 
9am continued until 4pm when it 

mistakenly ran into a large ban 
somewhere in today's Mpam. 
Because of  her ferocious capacity 
and tendency to kill anybody it 
charges, people were very careful 
in giving it a hit and run chase. 

As I said, it was about 4pm when 
she apparently got tired and 
mistakenly entered into a ban 
hence the people were able to kill it 
with all manner of  weapons-den 
guns, long cutlasses, cudgels and 
other improvised weapons. In fact 
that was about 1945. Since then, 
no such rare animal have been 
spotted in our community or 
elsewhere.

According to some hunters, they 
finally traced the origin of  that 
tiger from some large forest in 
Ikwerre land where until today 

despite developments, we could 
still find large forests.

During the hunting spree, 
hunters divided themselves into 
groups to march into large forests 
where they suspected they could 
find some games. They were 
escorted by hunting dogs that 
could wrestle a man down with 
ease. 

These were locally well trained 
and bred dogs with locally 
fabricated bells which may be 
hung around their necks aimed at 
scaring out some hiding animals. 
The noise from the bells pulls out 
the animals and exposes them to 
the hunters. In the process, an 
animal will jump out from its 
hiding place on hearing the noise 
from the approach of  the dog to 

s ign i fy  tha t  
d a n g e r  w a s  

ahead. 
It could be said that hunting 

exercise then could be very risky 
because it could be said that a 
hunter might be fired by a fellow 
hunter who must have suspected 
a noise inside the bush. This is 
especially the case for those 
hunters who do not wish the 
animal to run away not knowing 
it's a human being may fire.

Incidents such as these though 
not rampant occur. On any 
given hunting spree, most of  the 
hunters could go so many miles 
in the forest without getting any 
animal and most of  the time 
they will assemble to access their 
successes in the day. Some of  the 
animals they killed would be 
shared among themselves. One 
or two of  the animals will be 
killed, roasted, dissected and 
shared by the hunters.

It must be mentioned that 
there were some hunters who 
specialized in night hunting. 
These were usually very brave 
persons. They, too, usually 
moved in groups of  not less than 
3/4/5 persons. One of  the most 
important materials they used 
was the headlight (Head lamp) 
which they tied on their 
forehead to light the forest so 
that they could see very clearly. 
Many believed that bush 
animals were easily attracted by 
those hunting light hence on 
seeing the light they would focus 
their eyes on the light without 
seeing the hunter hence they will 
become easy prey.

Another important aspect of  
hunting is that Cobra (Eke) the 
longest specie of  the snake 
family. Some could be as long as 
between 15/24ft. These cobras 
were very dangerous hence they 
could kill a hunter by ringing 
itself  around the hunter in a 
swift manner. Apart from 
hunting for animals, hunters 
were important in working as 
security because of  their bravery 
and courage.

It is interesting to read 
recently that the Imo state 
association of  hunters is 
organizing to provide security in 
the state if  well sponsored by the 
government. This is a welcome 
development because instead of  
waiting for Ebubeagu to be 
formed and regimented, hunters 
could be organized to provide 
security.

Although then they did not 
use machine guns and AK47 
they were still effective and 
made do with den guns which 
were authorized by the law. 
Indeed and unfortunately the 
disappearance of  hunters in our 
society today in spite of  our 
disappearing culture should be 
revived. Indeed, it will help.

Tortoise 
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Igbo hunters

Importance of hunters in Igbo 
security culture 

They could be found in every part of  the Igbo 
community. They were so organized with rules of  

engagements. They were effective and active during the 
dry season. Then and only then, on any particular day 
except on Sundays, they would assemble at the village 
square for regular meetings and to apportion out what 
areas they would occupy to search for animals to hunt.
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SPORTS
another trophy.

Ronaldo had a face full of  
concentration as he arrived for 
t ra ining in  his  top-spec 
Bentley Flying Spur.

The five-time Champions 
League winner has a car 
co l lec t ion  to  match  h i s 
glittering trophy cabinet.

He was at the wheel of  a 
£160,000 Lamborghini as he 
was chased by adoring fans 
a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  b a c k  i n 
Manchester for his second 
coming at the club.

Earlier this summer he 
was spotted taking a tour of  
Ferrari's Maranello factory 
where it was reported he 
ordered a Ferrari Monza 
worth £1.4million.

That is nothing compared 
to the £8.5m he reportedly 
splurged on a limited edition 
Bugatti Centodieci – of  which 
only ten have been made.

His private car collection 
is reported to stand at a 
s t a g g e r i n g  £ 1 7 m ,  w i t h 
Buga t t i s  s a id  to  be  h i s 
favourite.

r i s t i a n o  Ro n a l d o 

Clooked like he meant 
b u s i n e s s  a s  h e 

repor ted for Manchester 
United training.

The Portuguese star rolled 
i n t o  C a r r i n g t o n  i n  h i s 
£250,000 Bentley followed by 
two burly security guards in a 
plush Range Rover.

Famed for his dedication 
to training, Ronaldo will have 
b e e n  d e m a n d i n g  h i g h 
standards as United prepare to 
face Aston Villa on Saturday.

The 36-year-old could 
only watch as his teammates 
slumped to a Carabao Cup 
exit at the hands of  West Ham 
on Wednesday night.

B o s s  O l e  G u n n a r 
S o l s k j a e r  h a d  r u n g  t h e 
changes for the third round tie 
with Ronaldo given the night 
off  following his goal-laden 
return to United.

And the club legend is 
u n l i k e l y  t o  h av e  b e e n 
impressed by what he saw 
after United's second-string 
side were dumped out of  yet 

omen's football and 

WFIFA's desire to see 
more African teams 

qualify for the ninth Women's 
World Cup in 2023, were the 
focus of  a working visit by a 
FIFA delegation to Nigeria. 

Led by FIFA Secretary 
General Fatma Samoura and 
i n c l u d i n g  F I FA ' s  C h i e f  
Women's Football Officer Sarai 
B a r e m a n ,  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n 
attended the inaugural Aisha 
Buhari Cup, a women's football 
tour nament  f ea tur ing  s ix 
African National teams, in 
Lagos, Nigeria. 

The delegation was joined at 
the  compet i t ion  by  FIFA 
Council member Isha Johansen 
and CAF vice president Kanizat 
Ibrahim. 

The presence of  the FIFA 
d e l e g a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e 
attendance of  the FIFA and 

CAF presidents for its opening 
discussions with the tournament 
o r g a n i s e r s ,  t h e  N i ge r i a n 
Football Federation and its 
president Amaju Pinnick, on the 
future of  the women's game in 
Nigeria.

The FIFA delegation also 
at tended the annual  NFF 
Awards during their mission to 
Lagos and were delighted to see 
women's football not only in the 
spotlight at the event but feted 
with great enthusiasm. 

Speaking at the conclusion 
of  the mission, FIFA Secretary-
General Samoura said, “Nigeria 
is a country full of  passion and 
I'm so pleased to see this passion 
being channelled into women's 
football. The Aisha Buhari Cup 
is extremely important, as it 
allowed African teams the 
chance to have more competitive 
experience. The more we expand 
the opportunities for our girls to 
g a i n  ex p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h 
tournaments on a continental 
level, the greater the chances of  
seeing more African teams 
qualify to the expanded FIFA 
Women's World Cup.”

On her part, FIFA's Chief  
Women's  Footbal l  Off icer 
Bareman added, *The skill and 
na tura l  ta len t  in  Af r ican 
women's football is simply 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  t h i s 
tournament has provided a great 
window to view this. FIFA will 
work closely with our MAs 
throughout the continent, like 
the NFF and its dedicated 
women's football team, to build 
clear strategies and roadmaps 
for African teams.”

i g e r i a  a n d 

NEver ton ' s  Alex 
Iwobi is confident 

that his game has improved 
under new Toffees manager 
Rafael Benitez, who took 
over the club in July.

I w o b i ,  2 5 ,  j o i n e d 
Everton from boyhood club 
Arsenal in 2019 but has 
fai led to truly cement 
himself  with a role or 
pos i t ion  in  the  c lub ' s 
starting 11 since.

U n d e r  S p a n i a r d 
Benitez, the Nigerian has 
s c o r e d  o n e  g o a l  a n d 
provided one assist in seven 
appearances across all 
competitions for Everton 
this season.

“ I  c a n  s e e  t h e 
improvement under the 
new manager because he's 
vastly experienced and has 
worked with di f ferent 
players at major clubs,” 
Iwobi told BBC Spor t 
Africa.

“He came in and told 
me the part of  my game that 
needs improvement, and so 
far I can see the progress 
and impact. When you 
work under someone who's 
managed top players in his 
career, you have to listen 
because the gaffer has 
already seen things you are 
only just learning.”

Iwobi came through the 
ranks at  the Gunners, 
scoring 15 goals in 149 
games, but the following 
chapter of  his career at 
Everton, under first Marco 
Si lva and then Carlos 
Ancelotti, has not gone as 

hoped.
The former England 

youth international admits 
he has had to “step up” his 
game this season as the 
intensity at the club has 
risen to a higher level than 
he's experienced before in 
his career.

“This is a different level 
with the new manager. 
Personally, you have to be 
honest with yourself  and 
admit what part of  your 
game mus t  change  to 
adapt,” he said.

“I know the importance 
of  having a consistent run at 
club level, so I have had to 
s t e p  u p  m y  g a m e  t o 
compete here.”

Iwobi, who has nearly 
1 6 0  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances under his belt 
along with 26 games in 
European competition, is 
approaching his prime 
years.

“You are right that at 25 
I  can no longer make 
excuses for me,” he added. 
“Luckily, I am now working 
with someone who wants to 
bring the best out of  the 
players at the club.

“ Yo u  c a n  s e e  t h e 
difference and his touch 
across the squad. Personally 
I've just got to keep taking 

those chances, keep making 
those runs and hopefully I'll 
start putting them away on a 
regular basis.”

I wo b i  r e p r e s e n t e d 
England at youth level 
before switching allegiance 
to Nigeria and has nine 
goals in 48 appearances for 
the three-time African 
champions.

S Roma boss, Jose 

AM o u r i n h o ,  h a s 
refused to rule out a 

move for Manchester United 
star Diogo Dalot.

Mourinho is said to be 
keen to strengthen his squad 
in  the  win te r  t r ans f e r 
window despite a decent 
start, which has seen his 
team win three of  their first 
four games.

The former Chelsea and 
United boss did not quite get 
what he wanted in the 
summer window, missing 
out on the likes of  Granit 

Xhaka.
But it is at full-back 

where he is reportedly keen 
to strengthen, and according 
to CalcioMercato, Man 
Utd's Dalot has become an 
option.

Mourinho was a big fan 
of  Dalot's while he was at 
Old Trafford, and he is now 
being linked with a winter 
m o v e  f o r  h i s  f e l l o w 
countryman.

In fact, he was asked 
about it in his latest press 
conference, and as cited by 
the Daily Star, he didn't rule 

out a move, not wanting to 
be drawn on speculation.

He said: “The transfer 
window is closed, you want 
to put me in the condition to 
talk, but I am not going to do 

it.
“I analyse situations, 

but I can't share all my 
thoughts with you. I do not 
enter these dynamics.”

Ronaldo arrives at Man Utd training in £250k Bentley

My game has improved under

Benitez – Iwobi More tourneys, greater
opportunities for
African teams, says FIFA

Mourinho still after Man Utd’s Dalot



Friday, September 24, 2021 Page 19

SPORTS
f r o m  B r i g h t o n  i n  t h e 
summer transfer window, 
has not proved anything yet 
at Emirates.

The former Chelsea 
defender also compared 
White, who endured a 
torrid start to his Arsenal 
career, struggling to handle 

the physical threat of  Ivan 
Toney during an opening 
day defeat at Brentford, to 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ' s 
Raphael Varane.

“It's difficult for me to 
understand why Arsenal 
spent £50m on one player 
who is yet to prove himself  

at the top level and at the 
same time Manchester 
United can spend around 
£40m on Varane who won 
the World Cup and has four 
Champions League titles,” 
G a l l a s  s a i d  a h e a d  o f  
Arsenal's Premier League 
c lash  wi th  Tot tenham 
Hotspur on Sunday.

“He's won the Spanish 
league. You have to explain 
to me how it's possible. 
Perhaps it's partly because 
Ben White is English.

“Listen, Varane is a 
d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s  p l aye r 
compared to Ben White. 
Ben White is still young. As 
I said. He hasn't proved 
anything yet. How can you 
put a £50m price on him, 
you know? I respect him.

“I don't know him. I 
respect him and I hope he 
will be a great player, but he 
hasn't proved anything yet. 
You can't compare Ben 
White and Varane, I'm 
sorry. It's not possible.”

omelu Lukaku says Rfootball must take 
“stronger” action in 

the fight against racism, 
questioning the impact of  
players taking the knee 
before Premier  League 
matches. 

Lukaku's Chelsea team-
mate Marcos Alonso this 
week explained his decision 
to stop making the gesture, 
deciding instead to stand and 
point to the “No To Racism” 
badge on his shirt. 

Last season, Crystal 

Palace forward Wilfried 
Zaha stopped taking the 
knee, labeling it “degrading” 
and opting to stand instead. 

Belgium international 
Lukaku understands those 
opinions, pointing to the 
continuing online abuse 
aimed at black players. 

“I think we can take 
s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n s , 
basically,” Lukaku said. 

“Yeah, we are taking the 
k n e e  b u t  i n  t h e  e n d 
everybody's clapping but 
sometimes after the game, 
you see another insult.” 

Lukaku wants high-
profile players to sit down 
with social media bosses and 
other stakeholders to help 
tackle the issue of  racism on 
their platforms. 

“The captains of  every 
team, and four or  f ive 
p l a y e r s ,  l i k e  t h e  b i g 
personalities of  every team, 
should have a meeting with 
the CEOs of  Instagram and 
governments and the FA 
(Football Association) and 
the  PFA (Pro fes s iona l 
Footballers' Association), 
and we should just sit around 
the table and have a big 
meeting about it,” Lukaku 
said. 

“ I  t h i n k  a l l  o f  u s 
together, have a big meeting 
and talk about stuff  that 
needs to be addressed to 

protect the players. 
“If  you want to stop 

something, you can really do 
it.” 

Lukaku was speaking to 
C N N  S p o r t  a round the 
launch of  Chelsea's “No To 
H a t e ”  p h o t o g r a p h y 
compe t i t ion ,  wh ich  i s 
encouraging fans of  the club 
around the world to send in 
their photos that show the 
diversity within the Chelsea 
community. 

“I think right now, from 
the owner to us, the players, 
we as a club, we are really 
putting out a statement and 
taking a position that stuff  
like that should not be 
tolerated,” Lukaku said. 

o r m e r  A r s e n a l Fcaptain, Will iam 
G a l l a s ,  h a s 

ques t ioned  the  c lub ' s 
d e c i s i o n  t o  s p e n d 
£50million on their summer 
signing, Ben White.

Gallas insisted that 
White, who joined Arsenal 

ewly appointed 

NE n y i m b a  h e a d 
c o a c h ,  F i n i d i 

George, has said he is not 
bothered about reactions to 
his appointment.

George, in an interview, 
insisted he has received 
enough support to succeed 
at the Aba club.

arcelona teenage star, BAnsu Fati, is set to 
return to action after 

10 months on the sidelines 
having recovered from a 
serious knee injury.

The 18-year-old forward 
sustained the injury in a 
league match against Real 
Betis in November last 
season and had several 
setbacks along his road to 
recovery.

The forward had to 
undergo multiple surgical 
operat ions af ter  ini t ia l 
treatment was unsuccessful – 
r u l ing  h im ou t  o f  the 
majority of  the 2020/21 
campaign.

T h e r e  h a d  b e e n 
concerns at the Camp Nou 
that the troublesome injury 

may have caused the player 
s e r i o u s  l o n g - t e r m 
complications in his career 
but there is now greater 
optimism that there has been 
a full recover.

Fati is set to be included 
in the matchday squad for 
Ronald Koeman's side's 
home clash against Levante 
in La Liga this weekend.

T h e r e  h a d  b e e n 

speculation that the teenager 
would be included in the 
squad for Thursday night's 
trip to Cadiz, but the Catalan 
club are prioritising caution 
and do not wish to rush his 
return.

T h e  f o r m e r  S u p e r 
Eagles star was speaking for 
the first time, after the two-
t ime CAF Champions 
League winners unveiled 
him as their new boss.

“I  don' t  care  what 
people have been saying 
about this appointment.

“All I know is that I 

have been given a free hand 
to succeed at Enyimba and 
I'm ready to prove my worth 
as a coach.

“ M y  d e s i r e  i s  t o 
continue to perform well 
with Enyimba by breaking 
every barrier, winning all 
my matches, and succeed 
with the club,” he said.

EPL: Arsenal's £50m signing, Ben White

yet to prove anything – William Gallas

NPFL: I don't care what people
are saying – Enyimba head coach,
Finidi

Football must do more than
just take knee to combat

racism -Lukaku

Fati returns, hands Barcelona big boost
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actions of  redress taken. I 
believe that herein lays the 
a c c l a i m e d  b e a u t y  o f  
democracy.

Nigeria has joined the 
league  o f  democrat ic  
nations. That is why it is 
puzzling to see her citizens 
still living like commoners. 
Yes, in Nigeria to be an 
ordinary person is to live a 
miserable life.  The ruling 
class carries on as if  the 
ordinary people do not exist. 
The ordinary person is a 
victim of  the establishment 
and seems helpless. 

Service providers see 
themselves as lords over the 
people and do not care about 
satisfying the people who are 
still expected to pay for such 
anemic services. Only 
commoners will keep paying 
for services not provided and 
still maintain a smiling face 
as we see in Nigeria. 
Commoners are known to 
show gratitude for little 
mercies so that the ruling 
class will be gracious enough 
to leave their heads on their 
shoulders. 

Why would the law-
enforcement agencies treat 
every Nigerian l ike a 
criminal? Anyone who has 
no ' immunity '  against   
'ordinariness' can be arrested 
over ridiculous charges and 
detained  for months and 
years without trial. 'Bail is 
free' is just a slogan which 
the ordinary Nigerians use 
for comic relief  from time to 
time. Everyone knows it is 
far from the reality. 'Police is 
your friend' is another such 
slogan that does not cut any 
ice with the normal Nigerian 
citizen. We know we are on 
our own and must protect 
ourselves, provide our own 

of  candidates who paid for 
the exam could not write it 
for no fault of  theirs. 

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  
subjected to the CBT process 
had various tales of  woe as a 
r e s u l t  o f  J A M B ' s  
unpreparedness for the 
exam. Now those who were 
lucky to scale through have 
to pay for another entrance 
exam called Aptitude post-
UME exam. Apart from the 
exorbitant fees charged for 
th is  post -UME exam, 
candidates still have to go 
through a lot of  stress in 
order to take the exam. This 
is one classic case of  the 
establishment acting as if  the 
citizens do not matter. This 
duplication is needless and 
should stop!

The Junior WAEC mess
The original idea of  6-3-

3-4 system of  education was 
very good. That was what 
gave rise to the junior 
WAEC. The idea was for 
those who were interested in 
technical education to 
acquire basic literacy and 
obtain a certificate to that 
effect and then leave school 
after J S 3 to pursue their 
passion. This scenario has 
been truncated because of  
p o o r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
implementation. All the 
gadgets acquired for that 
program and supplied to all 
the schools ended up being 
vandalized and looted. 
R i g h t  n o w,  t h e r e  i s  
absolutely no practical use 
of  the Junior WAEC. I don't 
even think there is any 
certificate called Junior 
WAEC certificate. Yet every 
year, parents are made to 
cough out serious fees to 
enable their children sit for a 
useless exam. This too 

n  m o r e  p r i m i t i ve  Isystems of  government, 
the ordinary people are 

called commoners. This 
name connotes the lowest of  
the low, the dregs of  society. 
This class of  people is those 
to whom anything can 
happen. They are the 
victims, the worms of  the 
earth. Ambitious people do 
everything to escape being in 
this class because inevitably, 
misery is an essential part of  
their lives. The ruling class, 
on the other hand, enjoys 
everything the world has to 
offer at the expense of  the 
commoner, whose blood 
pays for these luxuries.

As civilization takes 
hold, nations are striving to 
dump such systems of  
government and adopt 
better ones that cater for the 
needs of  all the people. 
Democracy is one system 
that has become very 
popular all over the world 
because of  the emphasis it 
places on the ordinary 
people. In this system, the 
people are not called 
commoners. They are called 
citizens.

 They are the custodians 
of  power and periodically 
give their mandate through 
an electoral process, to a 
group of  leaders who will 
pilot their affairs for a 
defined period. Citizens are 
not treated as subjects 
owned by a king and who 
live or die according to his 
whims. They are treated as 
full human beings who have 
rights that must be respected 
for peace to reign. They have 
the right to question policies 
of  government and to have 
t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  
investigated and appropriate 

power, our own water, gas 
and every other thing if  we 
want them. This is definitely 
not how to build a citizenry 
that has confidence in the 
ruling class.

One factor that should 
really agitate the mind of  
e v e r y  w e l l - m e a n i n g  
Nigerian is the unreasonable 
exploitation of  Nigerian 
citizens who desire to 
acquire education. This 
mind le s s  exp lo i ta t ion  
happens at different stages 
and with various degrees of  
impunity.

The JAMB fraud:
The Joint Admission 

and Matriculation Board 
came into existence to serve 
as admission agents that is to 
regulate and standardize the 
process of  getting into the 
university. With time, we 
started hearing about quota 
system and catchment area 
and other official jargons 
which watered down and 
made nonsense of  what 
JAMB stands for. Some 
years back, a minister for 
education, having noticed 
how low JAMB had sunk, 
introduced a post-UME 
exam which would help the 
universities to select only 
qualified candidates.

 While everyone can 
understand the reason for 
the post-UME exam, I don't 
s e e  w h y  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government did not first of  
all scrap JAMB so as to 
empower the institutions to 
conduct their own entrance 
exams. The way it is now, the 
candidates go through the 
hassles of  JAMB exams and 
those who know about it 
understand that it is no easy 
feat. The last JAMB exam is 
a case in point. Thousands 

s
h

oul d 
stop!  

The Senior WAEC 
madness

WAEC is one of  the 
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
examination bodies in this 
sub-region. Unfortunately, it 
is also the most bastardized. 
The rot in WAEC is such 
that no candidate is sure 
how much he or she will 
s p e n d  o n  t h e  e x a m .  
Everything depends on how 
greedy and daring the 
WA E C  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
representatives are. WAEC 
supervises a process of  
idiotic exploitation of  
candidates and issuance of  
dubious results at the end of  
t h e  s h a m  c a l l e d  
examination.

W e  e x p e c t  t h e  
authorities to rise to the 
occasion and check the 
excesses of  this exam body 
but nothing is being done. 
Political office holders are 
too busy looting public 
funds to even notice this 
cankerworm threatening to 
destroy the very roots of  the 
society.

There are many other 
reasons to believe that the 
citizens of  this country are 
treated like commoners. It is 
not just a feeling. It is reality. 
There is need for the new 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  
President Buhari to devise 
ways of  taking the feelings 
o f  N i g e r i a n s  i n t o  
consideration at all times. 
That is the only way to build 
a viable nation where 
everyone has a sense of  
belonging.

Truth be told
With Nnenna Ihebom
Email: Pihebom@yahoo.com

Are we citizens or commoners?

Precum and pregnancy:
All the odds and possibilities 

When will women stop
feeling entitled to
boyfriends' money?


