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hen the ten- gigantic blocks 

Wof the Imo State secretariat 
was built by the former 

governor, Chief Achike Udenwa 
during his administration in 1999, the 
buildings were a model of how state 
Secretariats should be as they had all 
the facilities that enhanced good 
working condition for the civil 
servants. It was a pride to tell someone 
that you were a civil servant. 

Coming to work, even early was a 
delight and a thing of joy. The 
facilities to work with were there. 
Each building had conference hall, 
toilet facility, water, 24-hour 
electricity, cleaned premises and each 
of the offices was designed and decked 
with desktops, television sets, tables, 
chairs and air-conditioners for work 
convenience.

Other states of the South East 
borrowed a leaf from Imo State 
Secretariat in building theirs. The 
three-storey ten gigantic buildings 
were tourism of sort to behold. The 
serenity of the environment increased 
productivity of the civil servants.

When Udenwa left in 2007 and 
former governor Ikedi Ohakim came 
in. Between 2007 and 2011, Chief 
Ohakim maintained the status-quo in 
terms of ensuring that the structures 
of the building were maintained. The 
civil servants enjoyed the serenity of 
the Secretariat, some persons visited 
the Secretariat just to appreciate the 
aesthetics and architectural, state of 
the art design of the buildings. 

All the structures were intact during 
the leadership of Ohakim. There was 
pin-drop silence when one entered the 
s e c r e t a r i a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
concentration of work by the workers; 
electricity and water were constantly 
in supply. The one power source was 
readily available whenever EEDC 
goes off. The well arranged flowers in 
the premises were neatly hedged.

Things turned upside-down in the 
eight years of former governor Owelle 
Rochas Okorocha (2011-2019). 

All the facilities that adorned the 
secretariat and made it delight of both 
residents and visitors were left to 
decay, to the extent that the one source 
power generator was carted away, 
EEDC disconnected all the light for 
lack of  payment by the state 
government with civil servants 

struggling with overgrown grasses to 
enter their offices.

The pathetic state of the Secretariat 
w a s  t h a t  O k o r o c h a s  l e d  
administration abandoned the place, 
so much so that there was no water, 
electricity to worrisome extent that 
top civil servants, like permanent 
secretaries and commissioners were 
coming to work with their 25-litre 
jerry can for flushing in the toiletries. 
It got to a point that each ministry 
bought their own generator set, so that 
when one visited the Secretariat, one 
thought one was at industrial layout. 
The noisy atmosphere was so 
nauseating.

This atmosphere reduced the 
productivity of civil servants and 
waned the zeal and commitment of 
civil servants, even interest of going to 
work was affected. Imo citizens were 
surprised when the Okorocha led 
administration wanted to sale the once 
envied Secretariat. That move was 
resisted by labour unions and Imolites.

When former governor Emeka 
Ihedioha came in, he restored the 
electricity and water. Life came back 
to the Secretariat as his administration 
paid the arrears owed EEDC. That 
effort was short-lived.

News Echo notes with dismay that the 
sorry situation of the Secretariat when 
Okorocha was the governor has 
returned as some commissioners, 
permanent secretaries and directors 
come to work with water to use in the 
toiletries because there is no electricity 
and no water. 

The Secretariat  has  become 
industrial layout of sort with different 
sounds of generator sets emitting the 
air. We therefore call on Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to expedite action 
towards restoring the glory of the 
Secretariat by providing electricity, 
water, cleaning up the premises, 
ensuring that the fittings of the 
S e c r e t a r i a t  a r e  r e s t o r e d  f o r  
productivity. 

This, we believe will bring back the 
vitiated zeal and productivity of the 
civil servants as a result of not-too-
convenient working condition. As the 
government provides transport system 
to ease the stress of civil servants going 
to work, it can also provide conducive 
work place needed to produce results. 
The time to do this is now.

Monday, August 30, 2021

Increasing productivity by 
restoring infrastructure 
at Imo State Secretariat
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t h e  e x i t  o f  I h e d i o h a  
administration, he began road 
construction and made efforts to 
r e va m p  s o m e  m o r i b u n d  
industries. Where those would 
have led the state is better 
imagined as that policy thrust 
was short-lived.

W h e n  g o v e r n o r  H o p e  
Uzodimma came on board, his 
three Rs of  Rehabilitation, 
Reconstruction and Recovery 
agenda started its roundabout 
beautification/rebuilding/rene
wal. Indeed, the roundabouts are 
wearing nice look, especially fire 
service, warehouse roundabout 
in line with what obtains 
internationally. His recovery 
stance has been applauded by 
greater percentage of  Imolites.

The most pathetic aspect of  all 
these policy thrusts is that, 
despite some good policies of  
some administrations, the state is 
still not where it should be in 
terms of  development, especially 
that the local communities are 
nothing to write home about. 

S i n c e  I  w a s  a  c h i l d ,  
government has been building 
schools, roads, hospitals, public 
utilities, today I am a adult, I still 
cannot see working and effective 
schools, roads, hospitals, no 
public water, nothing.

Does it mean that some of  
these wonderful policy thrusts 
were not properly crafted bearing 
development in mind or the 
translation of  those policies were 
m i s p l a c e d ?  W h a t ' s  t h e  
development gap that needs to be 
closed and who will close it.

However, there is still hope 
that we can get it right. I therefore 
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
administration led by Hope 
Uzodimma to change the 
narrative of  governance using his 
3R mantra. I want to see the 
present administration come to 
an end addressing all the 
development gaps that have 
continued to widen since 1999. 
Imo is supposed to be the most 
developed state of  South East 
given her endowed natural 
resources.

May the government go for 
realistic governance policies that 
will impact positively on the lives 
and livelihood of  the citizenry. It 
is no longer time for phantom or 
political glossolalia that leaves 
the state degenerated. According 
to Williams Shakespeare 'may 
the outward shows be least in 
themselves for the world is 
deceived by ornament'. We want 
to see Imo State adorned with 
r e a l - t i m e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  
development that will endear 
and endure the taste of  time.

school infrastructure. About 305 
new school buildings in each of  
the electoral wards in the state 
were built. But today, are the 
schools standing and working to 
provide the needed impact? Did 
we see the good life? 

When public funds are used for 
personal gains, it is no longer 
governance but business. 

The shor t  t ime, former 
governor Emeka Ihedioha was in 
power, he introduced his Rebuild 
Imo Agenda, centered on 
infrastructure, education, youth, 
women among others. Prior to 

Of  a truth, citizens of  Imo 
lauded the free education of  
Okorocha as those who were not 
opportuned to go to school went 
to school. The impact of  the free 
education was felt by all and 
sundry. Infact, it stopped maid 
system in the state as every 
parent could afford to send their 
children to school.

Okorocha indeed   opened 
some inland roads and widen the 
roads that decongested traffic.

Additionally, the rescue 
mission government embarked 
on rebuilding the dilapidated 

f u n d a m e n t a l  e s s e n c e  o f  
government, which is  to create 
an environment where the people 
are secured in their rights to good 
life, liberty and the pursuit of  
happiness. Its objective is to help 
the people to fully optimize the 
benefits of  government. The 
Rescue Mission is based on 
correcting the ills of  past 
dysfunctional governments and 
to bring good life, to the people of  
Imo State. 

The centerpiece of  the Rescue 
Mission agenda was free 
education. 

aking you down memory Tlane, it will interest you to 
know that since 1999 

when former governor Chief  
Achike Udenwa took over the 
steer of  leadership, nothing 
significant has changed in Imo 
State. 

Po l i c y  t h r u s t s  o f  p a s t  
administrations have not taken 
the state anywhere near to 
development as the state is still 
struggling to connect to the 
comity of  developed states if  
there are. Udenwa came with his 
tripod-vision policy concentrated 
on agriculture, industrialization 
and re-orientation. At the end of  
that administration, Imo State 
has remained among the yet to be 
developed state.

What happened to those policy 
thrusts, why were they not 
sustained and why was the 
needed development lacking, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r u r a l  
communities. 

Development has no political 
affiliation nor religious leaning, 
one thing that says how much 
impact the past administrations 
have made is even development 
of  the state, where infrastructural 
development criss crosses the 
length and breadth of  local 
communi t i e s.  Where  the  
hospitals, roads, schools, pubic 
utilities are working but those 
have become wild goose chase. 

When in 2007, Chief  Ikedi 
Ohakim came in, he initiated his

Clean and Green Initiative, 
where the Environmental  
Transformation Initiative and the 
Imo Rural Roads Maintenance 
Agency, IRROMA were the bride 
of  his administration. Indeed, 
Imo wore beautiful look, 
especially that Imo became the 
cleanest state east of  the niger, 
besides the Laurels won for being 
neat. Where are the waste bin 
incinerators, IRROMA trucks, 
where are the tree/flowers that 
adorned the streets along 
Whederal, Okigwe, Orji, Bank 
roads and others. The beauty of  
leadership is continuity but that 
seems a far cry in Imo.

In 2011 came the Owelle 
R o c h a s  O k o r o c h a  l e d  
administration, the echo of  
rescue mission rent the airwaves 
a n d  n e w s p a p e r  
pages/reportorial. What does it 
mean?

Another word for rescue is 
salvage or liberate.  Rescue 
Mission therefore, is a political 
principle based on libration from 
political bondage.The Rescue 
Mission Political philosophy is 
grounded on restoration of  the 
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Opinion

Obiano

By Chigozie Uzosike

Imo: Development as major 
ingredient of governance

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

May the government go for realistic governance 
policies that will impact positively on the lives and 
livelihood of  the citizenry. It is no longer time for 

phantom or political glossolalia that leaves the state 
degenerated. According to Williams Shakespeare 'may 
the outward shows be least in themselves for the world 
is deceived by ornament'. We want to see Imo State 
adorned with real-time infrastructural development 

that will endear and endure the taste of  time.

Uzodimma Ihedioha

Okorocha Ohakim Udenwa
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Bitter Truth
With Livy-Elcon Emereonye

Email: livy_elcon@yahoo.com

Tel: 08033922445

t's one of  those days of  Ialoneness and loneliness for 
sober reflection under a 

mango tree by the riverside. It's 
at Mmiri Oma – the spring 
beside Urashi River in my 
communi ty,  Umuezea l la -
Ogboko in Ideato South LGA, 
Imo State, Nigeria.

The weather's cool. The 
atmosphere's serene with leaves 
waving and birds singing to the 
wondrous God. Everything 
exists in tune and obedience to 
the work of  nature in the beauty 
of  creation. More than a holiday 
in a resort, the experience's 
educative and priceless. It's a 
very unique intercourse, an 
uncommon, raw love encounter 
of  a life time with mother earth–

There's nothing to prove that 
the universe's in need of  external 
help or any form of  correctional 
distortion. There's nothing to 
show that the world cannot 
contain and accommodate 
anything and everything within 
it. There's everything in place for 
peaceful coexistence if  we can 
play by the rule – and almost 
ever ything compl ies  and 
cooperates in unison except man 
who often times harbor the gross 
ambition for domination – to 
dominate himself, dominate 
others and dominate the world!

“Be mindful of  face value,” 
the voice whispered. “Things are 
no t  the  way  they  look .  
Appearance can be misleading 
and deceitful so look before you 
leap,” was the advice. I looked 
around but did not see anyone. I 
tapped myself  and wiped my 
face to confirm that I was awake 
– and I was!

Perception's everything. It's 
the reason for our actions and 
inactions; it feeds our mindset 
and defines our mentality. 
Everything we do emanates 
f r o m ,  a n d  d e p e n d s  o n ,  
perception. It's indeed the 
fulcrum and pendulum of  our 
vision and mission. To build or 
destroy, to love or hate, to unite 
or divide, all things about 
humans rest on perception yet 
it's broad, divergent, relational 
and relative. With this, one thing 
yes one message may mean two 
different things to different 
people at the same or different 
things to the same person at 
different times. Our views can 
change with position which is 
function of  space and time.

T h e r e  a r e  m e s s a g e s  
everywhere from everything. It's 
a pool of  one poignant message 
or another in the ocean of  
eternal wisdom. The writing's 
very bold and clear even without 
a board, an ink and a chalk so I 
got seated to enjoy the lessons. 

What we look for is what we see. 
What we give is what we would 
get. What we release, we 
multiply; what we release, we 
increase; what we give, we will 
get…

The rift and strife for 
d o m i n a t i o n  b r i n g  a b o u t  
manipulation that has resulted 
to distortion of  all manners and 
magnitude, leading to quarrel 
and evil failing to control it war 
may ensue though it makes no 
sense to stop one evil with 
another evil. If  it could be more 
destructive to stop a war with 
another war, what is the best way 
to stop a despot and despotism? 
Or does indecis ion,  and 

indifference, pay?
Talking as a spectator and as 

an active participant are two 
different things. It's easy, simple 
to theorize than to practice. It 
pays to speak from informed 
position. It is good to have 
informed opinion and make 
informed choice – and with this 
it is easy to ignore barking dogs 
in pursuing just cause and doing 
what is right. To swim against 
the tide demands extra skills; to 
challenge and change the status 
quo come at a great price but it is 
ennobling to be the game 
changer and indeed the liberator, 
setting free those in bondage and 
captivity. But does it make sense 

to make sacrifice for those who 
abuse sacrificial instincts?

The path to greatness is full of  
bumps – and unfriendly friends 
dig the deepest. Oh pretended 
friends are worse than real 
enemies; with backbite and 
b lackmai l ,  they  t rample  
friendship underfoot and turn 
around to abuse good deeds. 
Beware of  those with penchants 
for double standards. Run far 
away from hypocrites and 
anyone without shame.

Going to the top is a tough 
order that must be consciously 
and deliberately embarked upon 
to avoid succumbing to snide 
and become discouraged on the 

way. 
Defin

i t e l y ,  
the going 

will get tough 
so to get going one must get 
smarter and tougher. Think 
outside the box but more 
without the box. Be creative and 
innovative even in going for the 
kill. Laugh at yourself, your 
situation and fate. Hold on to 
something real as you savour the 
pains and gains of  living.

See the brighter side of  life. 
Go for the best even in the midst 
of  worst situation. Cry your own 
cry however you want it 
w h e n eve r  a n d  w h e r eve r  
possible. Do your own things 
your own ways, if  and only if  it 
serves you, but within the 
confines and limits of  the law 
bearing in mind that where your 
right ends begins that of  another 
person as no one is an island.

Be reminded that no one is 
s e l f - m a d e .  W e  a r e  
interdependent and as such need 
each other and one another. 
There is nothing anyone can 
have that would be immunity 
against needs and wants. 
Whatever we have, there is 
always the desire for more but 
with all  the getting and 
possessions, we cannot exceed 
the limit of  tolerance else 
constipation and sickness will 
set in – and this has sent many 
people early to grave. Wherever 
we are and whatever we do, we 
live to die and when we die, we 
leave everything behind. And a 
little while after death, if  not 
preserved, we begin to smell and 
pollute the environment,  
showing the worthlessness of  
human life. Of  all the desires and 
expectations, of  all the strife and 
fight; of  all the denials and 
enjoyment; of  all the care and 
beautification with all the 
b r e a k t h r o u g h s  a n d  
accomplishment, we cannot 
bury ourselves.

Oh our existence is on the 
mercy of  others so does it worth 
the pains? Why the wrangling 
and the fight? Venturing into 
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  
suppression of  any form is like 
eating with defecation – there 
must be constipation. If  we live 
to die – and we do, what's the 
essence of  the evil, wickedness? 
Few hours without oxygen and 
preservative, we smell and 
pollute everywhere!

“I'm here but for a while, 
same goes for my deeds and my 
assumed importance, so when 
eventually I go, how will I be 
remembered. What will people 
say in my absence about me?”

“How have you impacted 
your  genera t ion?”  More  
questions were about to come 
but lo there's a thunder with rain 
and I ran for cover!

“

My riverside experience 

Be reminded that no one is self-made. We are interdependent and 
as such need each other and one another. There is nothing anyone 

can have that would be immunity against needs and wants. 
Whatever we have, there is always the desire for more but with all 
the getting and possessions, we cannot exceed the limit of  tolerance 
else constipation and sickness will set in – and this has sent many 

people early to grave. Wherever we are and whatever we do, we live 
to die and when we die, we leave everything behind. And a little 
while after death, if  not preserved, we begin to smell and pollute 
the environment, showing the worthlessness of  human life. Of  all 
the desires and expectations, of  all the strife and fight; of  all the 
denials and enjoyment; of  all the care and beautification with all 
the breakthroughs and accomplishment, we cannot bury ourselves.



expensive on arrival, and 
expressed optimism that 
that the price would go 
down the moment the 
produce begins to flood 
various markets, as most 
towns are yet to celebrate 
new yam festival.

Another buyer who 
simply identified her self  as 
C h i n a s a  a t  t h e  E k e  

rejuvenation of  life. 
Something is put inside 
the soil, it dies and is born 
again. 

"Yam is part of  'Ife di 
n'Oba' adding that the 
palm wine and raffia palm 
are only used to digest the 
yarn,'' Ezenwa noted. 

Meanwhi l e,  Ch ie f  
Okwuduba Anyaorah, 
Ijele Oba thanked God for 
a good harvest and festival 
saying that the new yam 
w a s  a  p r e s t i g i o u s  
traditional festival that 
unites all Igbo people for 
c o n v i v i a l i t y  a n d  
appreciation to God. 

Chief  Basil Okeke, 

E k w u l o b i a  m a r k e t  
lamented that yam as a very 
important commodity in 
Igboland had taken another 
shape in price as it's now 
meant for the rich. 

However, it is expected 
that by the end of  september 
the prices will subsides as 
more yams are expected to 
arrive the market.
.

Ichie Oshimili III of  Oba 
prayed to God to endow 
the Regent with more 
wisdom as he makes 
efforts to improve security 
in the community, saying 
that all the chiefs were 
solidly behind him 

The  Oba Pat r io t ic  
Union (OPU), President-
Genera l ,  Rev.  Chr is  
Emelie, Chief  Felix Uzor, 
Ichie Enyi II of  Oba, 
C h i e f  S a m u e l  
Odinammadu, Ikeora 
Oba, All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
BOT member,  Chief  
Rommy Ezeonwuka all 
attended the event.

and twenty thousand naira 
or more, as the case maybe.

Contributing, a buyer, at 
the Eke Awka market, Mr. 
Chinedu Eze, who bought 
a tuber of  yam at the cost of  
one thousand five hundred 
naira, as against eight 
hundred naira last year, 
sa id  yam i s  usua l ly  

" W i t h  r a p i d  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o u r  
c o m m u n i t y  i s  
experiencing that the law 
enforcement agencies 
cannot work in isolation. 
Let us be our brother's 
keepers as we work for the 
good and progress of  
Oba," he said.

E a r l i e r  w h i l e  
performing the 'ikpo 
onunu', that included 
cutting and feeding the 
ancestors and eating the 
n e w  y a m ,  E z e n w a  
thanked God for blessing 
mankind with mystery of  
use of  crops to sustain life. 

" C u l t i v a t i o n  i s  

Nwokor ie,  expressed  
gratitude to God for the 
arrival of  yam into the 
markets, but noted that a 
heap of  hundred tubers of  
yam, which was formerly 
so ld  be tween  e igh ty  
thousand naira to one 
hundred thousand naira, 
now goes for one hundred 

community called for 
security alertness. 

According to Ezenwa, 
if  there is no security of  
life and property, you can 
neither engage in any 
meaningful business, 
agriculture nor any kind 
of  celebration including 
new yam festivals. 

"Oba has nine villages 
and every leader should 
take up a responsibility. 
Issues should not be left to 
the Central Vigilance 
G r o u p .  L e t  u s  b e  
conscious of  activities 
within our locality and 
r e p o r t  a n y  u s e f u l  
information promptly". 

during planting season, 
and called on Government 
to increase assistance to 
farmers, by providing soft 
loans to enable them 
cultivate more for food 
sufficiency in the State.

Traders at the markets, 
including Mrs. Ugochi 
O k e k e  a n d  A g n e s  

he Regent of  Oba, TI d e m i l i  S o u t h  
L o c a l  

Government Area, Prince 
N o e l  E z e n w a  
(Ezeamaalu Oba) has 
tasked all stakeholders 
from the nine villages of  
Oba community to be 
vigilant and security 
conscious. 

Prince Ezenwa made 
the  ca l l  dur ing  the  
community's New Yam 
festival at his palace, 
saying that urbanisation 
and inf lux of  non-
i n d i g e n e s  i n t o  t h e  

am is regarded as Ythe king of  all farm 
produce and its 

arrival in the market is 
usually welcomed with 
much enthusiasm. 

Sequel to this, News 
Echo who captured the 
mood of  the farmers and 
traders at the Marine and 
Oseokwodu markets in 
O n i t s h a ,  E k e  Aw k a  
market, Eke Ekwulobia 
and Nnewi during the 
arrival of  this farm produce 
into the markets reports 
that despite the influx of  
the new yam, their prices 
are still on the high side.

T h e  M a r i n e  a n d  
Oseokwodu  marke t s,  
which for some times, were 
scantily populated, are now 
witnessing beehive of  
activities, as buyers were at 
hand bargaining for the 
produce,  whi le  some 
y o u t h s  w e r e  s e e n  
offloading new tubers of  
yam from canoes and boats 
by the river sides.

This  a l so  provided 
avenue for some youths, 
who are on holidays, to 
make brisk businesses, as 
they assist buyers carry 
tubers of  yam to their 
waiting vehicles, either 
with head pans or wheel 
barrows.

Some people who spoke 
to our correspondent 
believed that with the 
arrival of  new yam into the 
markets,  hunger  wi l l  
s u b s i d e ,  d u e  t o  i t s  
importance to various 
homes. Yet some of  the 
consumers of  this stable 
food had groaned over the 
exorbitant prices.

Farmers who brought in 
the produce at the markets, 
i n c l u d i n g  M e s s r s  
Ekwegbalu Ndife, Udorji 
A g b a t a ,  a n d  U d o k a  
Onyegbuje, said yams are 
being harvested gradually 
due to low flooding and sun 
that also affected their 
growth and expressed 
optimism that by middle of  
September, more new yams 
will flood various markets 
and may now affect the 
current price to reduce.

They noted that tubers of  
yam are expensive due to 
high cost of  yam seedlings 

Obiano
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New yam floods Anambra markets 
despite high cost in price
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe
Awka

Cross section of buyers and sellers at the Onitsha river bank area trading on the newly arrived yams

Oba regent tasks community on security, 
vigilance, celebrates yew yam festival

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

Continues on Pg. 8



preserving it from time 
immemorial. He said it is 
marked annually amid 
funfair. He cautioned 
against antagonizing Igbo 
cultures, traditions so that 
peace and prosperity of  the 

widowers in their their 
communities while also 
allowing women-headed 
homes access to farm lands 
and crops to ensure food 
production.

Adequate security for 
women farmers against 

votes said that Oba was 
entering a new era of  good 
tidings and infrastructural 
development. 

"This is the beginning of  
better things to come for 
our community. I am 
happy to host Oba people 
as I celebrate new yam in 
thanksgiving to God who 
h a s  b l e s s e d  o u r  
endeavours". 

"We are following the 
customs and traditions that 

land will be rich. 
"It is significant that we 

produce yam which we eat 
on Odu festival. It is an age-
long tradition. I advise 
young people to live to 
sus ta in  Odu Nekede.  
Indeed, quarrels, conflicts, 
s t i f f  a l t e rca t ions  a re  
f o r b i d d e n  w h i l e  o d u  
Nekede lasted. Odu means 
(odulaa or it is time to 
celebrate the new yam). But 
yam, as chief  of  crops, is 
always celebrated and eaten 
first and Umualum Nekede 
as father of  Umuoma 
Nekede does not fail to feast 
as lovely folks. The ravaging 
corona virus did not afford 
u s  m u c h  s p a c e  t o  
elaborately mark Odu 
Nekede. Which is why some 
indigenes, friends and well- 
wishers did not come out to 
participate", Nkemakolam 
stated.

A cabinet member of  
U m u a l u m  N e k e d e  
autonomous community 
and a member of  the 
p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e,  
Martin Osuji, posited that 
the festival was not fetish. 
"We are farmers.  We 
produce yam and other cash 
crops. The yam we ate 
during the festival was 
harvested from ala Nekede. 
It is the yam for rituals and 
when once it is roasted, 
blessed, cut and eaten other 
alien ones can be eaten. The 
o n e s  s h a r e d  a m o n g  
participants were bought 
from the market. Odu 
means the time for eating 
new yam harvested from the 
community.

A popular politician and 
chairman of  Ugwumba Age 
Grade Umualum Nekede, 
Hon. Chidi Odu reflected 
that Iri Ji Nekede is a festival 
of  joy and peace which 
should be consolidated by 
youths. He added that 
Ugwumba Age Grade 
believes in progress of  their 
community as it encourages 
and helps others to grow. 
The age grade does not have 
any political coloration.

"I want to encourage 
everybody to come out and 
participate fully in cultural 
activities like Odu Nekede 
festival. Let our people 
especially youths always be 
conscious of  involving in 
traditional affairs to help 
shape the society".
.

herdsmen also formed part 
of  the communique even as 
the royal fathers promised 
to include women in 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g s  i n  
matters affecting them.

our forefathers left for us. 
We believe that next year's 
celebration will be greater 
because I pray for unity, 
peace and progress of  Oba". 

"With the emergence of  
new sets of  our illustrious 
sons, who are billionaires, 
soon  they  wi l l  s t a r t  
investing their resources in 
bringing infrastructural 
developments to Oba in the 
spirit of  Aku ruo -uno,'' said 
Odinammadu.

the event and business 
m a n ,  H i g h  C h i e f  
Nkemakolam Christopher 
(Akaekpuch ionwa o f  
Nekede), narrated that the 
festival is special to the 
community who he said 
has been observing and 

early marriage which are 
responsible for high rate of  
vaginal vascular diseases 
(VVF).

They went on to promise 
codification of  community 
bye-laws and to respect the 
rights of  widows and 

ne of  the major 

Oaspirants for Igwe 
E z e o k p o k o  I I  

stool in Oba, Chief  Samuel 
Odinammadu, Ikeora Oba 
has celebrated the 2021 
New Yam festival. 

Chief  Odinammadu, 
who won the Ezeokpoko II 
selection primaries of  the 
Okuzu Oba Improvement 
Union with about 196 

dance troupes and live band 
giving more coloration to 
the festival.

After cutting the new 
y a m  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
traditional ruler, cabinets 
among others, chairman of  

Vivour of  the Supreme 
Court ruled that a woman 
whether married or not, is 
entitled as next of  kins and  
to have assess to their 
f a m i l y ' s  p r o p e r t i e s ,  
weather married or not.

Delivering their 10-point 
communique in Umuahia 
on Friday, Abia State 
traditional rulers agreed to 
implement the Supreme 
Court ruling  as well as  
ensure equal educational 
rights to male and female 
children.

The communique was 
signed by HRM, Eze 
J o s e p h  N w a b e k e ,  
Chairman of  Abia State 
council of  traditional 
rulers and made available 
to journalists.

The traditional rulers 
agreed to eliminate female 
genital mutilation,  and 

funfair.
Odu Umualum Nekede 

was  held last Saturday at 
ADC playing ground. The 
people  were  c lad  in  
glittering traditional regalia 
with different cultural 

raditional rulers in TAbia State have 
promised to ensure 

the protection of  rights of  
women and girls in their 
their communities from 
harmful cultural practices.

This is even as they 
promised to implement the 
Supreme Court judgement 
which allows women rights 
to the inheritance of  their 
father's property.

The Supreme court had 
in its landmark ruling of  
Ukeje vs Ukeje quashed the 
age-long culture which 
h i t h e r t o,  d i s a l l owe d  
women from benefiting 
f r o m  t h e i r  f a t h e r s '  
belonging.

The judgement read out 
by Justice Bode Rhodes-

mualum Nekede 

Uof  Owerri West 
local government 

area of  Imo State has 
celebrated new yam festival 
known as Odu festival amid 

Obiano
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Umualum Nekede celebrates Odu 
Festival, decries deplorable road
By Ikenna Orioha

Odu Umualum Nekede festival, held last Saturday

Royal fathers pledge support for 
women, girls'  rights, others
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Odinammadu celebrates new yam festival, 
says better days ahead 
From Karen James, 
Nnewi
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that will join with Onitsha and 
Awka sooner than later.

An Osinbajo who was so 
delighted about the place 
described the complex as a 
“one-stop-shop digital leather 
and industrial hub” that could 
m a k e  s h o e s  t h a t  we r e  
comparable to those made in 
Europe.

The vice president said that 
the project represents the nerve 
centre of  the Micro Small and 
Medium Scale Enterprises in 
Nigeria, stressing that the 
Federal Government was fully 
committed to improving the 
commercial and economic 
environment and willing to 
complete all its ongoing 
projects in the South-East.

Osinbajo also stated that the 
project was launched to 
support the country's drive to 
industrialize the shoe and 
leather industries as News 
Echo gathered that the 
complex was jointly equipped 
by the federal government in 
conjunction with Anambra 
State Government.

If  Abia State Government 
did not get any message from 
what Osinbajo said, what Gov. 
Willie Obiano said about the 
complex  a s  “ the  idea l  
intersection of  dream and 
opportunity “should have 
meant more because Obiano's 
words were straightforward.

“It is the day when the 
Industrialization Pillar of  my 

enabling environment where 
people can do business and live 
a better life.

If  someone is seriously 
concerned about the future of  
Aba, then what happened 
within Ogbunike and Nkwelle-
Ezunaka in Oyi LGA of  
Anambra State last week 
should have sent a warning 
signal that a new and a better 
frontier of  leather products has 
emerged.

It is no longer news that 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo 
inaugurated an ultra-modern 
industrial shoe-making hub 
said to be equipped with 
cutting-edge technology in 
Anambra last week Tuesday.

What is more interesting is 
the location. The Nkwelle-
Ezunaka and Ogbunike axes 
of  Oyi LGA together with 
Ogidi and Nkpor towns in 
Idemili North LGA are 
forming new cities in Anambra 

If  young fashion designers from Aba who decided to add tertiary education to their 
already gotten skills decide to take their businesses closer to places like Port Harcourt, 

Uyo, Calabar, Owerri, Abakiliki, Awka, Asaba, Benin and Yenagoa what will 
happen to the strength of  visitors Aba receives? An investigation by News Echo 

reveals that of  recent, majority of  people that now visit Aba come for buying of  raw 
materials from the markets and not the finished goods. Yes, some people still come for 
the finished goods especially on leatherwear and even clothing, but something should 
be done now than later. One would have expected that when a state owns a city that 
attracts more foreign visitors than all the tourist attraction centres in Nigeria, that 
state must fix such a city to enable it to sustain such dominance not letting it die.

the neighbouring South East 
States and South South States 
are waking up faster.

For those in the South-
South, they are not waking up 
by competing with Aba in 
creativity. What they have 
succeeded in doing is to create 

this great city what it is until 
what is happening today. 

The dominance of  Aba as a 
major commercial hub in West 
Africa has lasted for more than 
a hundred years, but will it 
continue? Facts on the ground 
show that it may not because 

omething is brewing, 

Ss o m e  t h i n g s  a r e  
changing and people are 

becoming wiser. Anybody who 
thinks that things will always 
be as they are because they 
were meant to be so is either 
deluded or irrational.

Aba, Enyimba City, the 
commercial hub of  Abia State 
and the melting pot of  business 
of  the Old Eastern Nigeria and 
of  course the industrial and 
commercial nerve centre of  
South Eastern Nigeria must 
either be fixed now or get 
ruined in oblivion.

The government of  Abia 
State must realize that the 
comparative advantage Aba 
once had over her neighbours 
that made her dominate and be 
tagged the Japan of  Africa is 
gradually dwindling as many 
n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s  a r e  
gradually catching up. 

What made Aba special? 
The answer is simply the 
location of  major industries 
t h e r e  a n d  t h e  m a s s ive  
concentration of  the best 
artisans and creative minds in 
all manner of  local production 
from clothing, shoes, bags and 
textiles. 

Other things include the 
presence of  major importers 
that have the money to move in 
most needed goods in the 
markets and of  course, the 
presence of  large markets and 
outlet shops where customers 
come, buy and go back to their 
bases. 

From the above-listed 
elements that made Aba great, 
it is obvious that none of  those 
e f f o r t s  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  
government. It has always been 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  g r o u p  a n d  
communal efforts that made 
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Special Report
Why Abia Govt must fix Aba remodeling
business clusters or burst!

“

By Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Environmental degradation in Aba
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and not the finished goods. 
Yes, some people still come for 
the finished goods especially 
on leatherwear and even 
clothing, but something should 
be done now than later.

One would have expected 
that when a state owns a city 
that attracts more foreign 
visitors than all the tourist 
attraction centres in Nigeria, 
that state must fix such a city to 
enable it to sustain such 
dominance not letting it die.

In case the Abia State 
government is yet to see the 
handwriting on the wall, 
Ebonyi is building airport, 
malls, bigger modern markets 
of  international standards and 
creating a business friendly 
environment. 

Knowing who Ndigbo are, 
when one or two businessmen 
buy into the Abakiliki agenda, 
there is no way Aba can stand 
the pressure. All that is needed 
is the relocation of  few brains 
and creative minds then, the 
rest will be history.

With the challenges and 
t h r e a t s  c o m i n g  f r o m  
neighbouring states, one 
expects that at least, all road 
infrastructures in Aba should 
be put to the proper shape and 
at international standards to at 
least reduce the sufferings of  
people.

Aside  f rom the  road 
infrastructure, there is only one 
thing that can save Aba from 
the impending collapse. 

If  Abia State Government 
a n d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
stakeholders can rally around, 
take bold steps to settle the 
matters stopping Geometric 
Power Plant from supplying 
the 24/7 electricity it is capable 
of  supplying, Aba will survive 
this storm coming because 

they fix Aba, it'll arguably be 
the best place to be in Nigeria, 
but now, I'm happy in Uyo and 
more of  our people are 
relocating here. 

"I don't understand why one 
will make money and struggle 
to enjoy it or live comfortably 
due to terrible environment," 
Samuel Kalu Idika, a fashion 
designer from Ohafia who 
currently based in Uyo, Akwa-
Ibom state said. 

Investigation shows that 
majority of  the new fashion 
designers springing out in 
Owerri, the Imo State capital 
are from Aba and decided to 
relocate due to obvious 
circumstances. Some of  them 
came to Federal Polytechnic, 
Nekede to study; some came to 
Imo State University to study 
as well.  However, after 
graduation, they find it 
extremely difficult to return to 
Aba because they cannot stand 
the environment.

What danger does this 
portend for Aba? It sends 
wrong and dangerous signals 
of  population relocation and 
shifting of  creative minds to 
areas that commands the 
largest number of  customers 
that visit the city within 
Nigeria. 

If  young fashion designers 
from Aba who decided to add 
tertiary education to their 
already gotten skills decide to 
take their businesses closer to 
places like Port Harcourt, Uyo, 
Calabar, Owerri, Abakiliki, 
Awka, Asaba, Benin and 
Yenagoa what will happen to 
the strength of  visitors Aba 
receives? 

An investigation by News 
Echo reveals that of  recent, 
majority of  people that now 
visit Aba come for buying of  
raw materials from the markets 

Gabon and Central Africa. 
Some  come  f rom even  
N'Djamena and Niamey in 
Chad and Niger.

For a city without an 
airport, proper functioning 
Railway and any seaport, 
Aba's status as a commercial 
city over many decades now is 
threatened by her lack of  
development and the speed of  
d e ve l o p m e n t  f r o m  h e r  
neighbours. 

Among all MSME clusters 
in Aba, none is currently saved 
from deplorable bad roads that 
scare customers. Yes, Abia 
State Government is trying to 
fix those areas, but the speed at 
which these works are done is 
beginning to send the wrong 
message of  lack of  seriousness 
to so many people.

Ar ia r ia  In te r na t iona l  
Market turns to the home of  
frogs and toads whenever it 
rains overnight. The Ahia-
Ohuru located at the flood-
prone Ndiegoro axis of  Aba is 
not left out of  the hazardous 
environment after every 
downpour. The Amammogho 
and Kent Fashion Designers 
Clusters are facing challenges 
as well. Time is running out on 
Aba seriously.

"I am a fashion designer. I'm 
currently based in Uyo. I grew 
up in Aba and I started my 
fashion designing business 
there, but I couldn't stand the 
environment there anymore. 
You know as boys back then, 
we saw the situation of  Aba as 
n o t h i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  my  
education, I have to seek an 
al ter nat ive place to do 
something better and also 
build a family. 

"I'm from Abia, I'm not 
saying people aren't there now, 
but you can't compare what it 
offers to what Uyo offers. If  

interested in such a standard? 
Do you think they all will 

decide to keep swimming in 
and out of  their business 
premises as they do currently 
in Aba rather than relocating 
to an ideal environment where 
business is done properly? Be 
the judge. 

Another sweet thing about 
the complex in Anambra is 
that people do not know that it 
is just a few minutes' drive to 
Onitsha main market where 
every needed raw material can 
be gotten easily and affordable 
because Onitsha just like Aba 
has a huge concentration of  
importers as well.

The complex is also not 
more than 33 minutes drive 
from the Anambra Cargo 
Airport in Umueri because the 
accurate distance is just 
21.5km from Nkisi Road via 
Nsugbe town in Anambra East 
LGA. 

The presence of  that 
Airport gives the Anambra 
Shoe Complex a huge edge 
over whatever is happening in 
Aba in terms of  accessibility 
within Nigeria, West Africa, 
Central and East African 
customers. 

Many Nigerians are not 
aware that hotels in Aba from 
Monday to Friday host visitors 
from other African cities and 
countries like Mamfe, Buea 
and Kumba all in Cameroun, 
Bioko (Fernando Po), Malabo 
(Santa Isabel) and Bata in 
E q u a t o r i a l  G u i n e a ,  
Brazzaville and Bangui in 

Economic Blueprint finally 
takes firm root. This is 
Nigeria's most modern Micro 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) complex.

“It houses an ultra-modern 
industrial shoe-making hub 
with cutting edge technology, 
having the capacity to produce 
shoes that compare at all levels 
with shoes made in Europe.

“This complex also houses 
nine agencies that play critical 
roles in nurturing the industrial 
sector of  the country."

News Echo also learnt that 
Bank of  Industry, Nigerian 
S tandard  Organ i sa t ion ,  
C o r p o r a t e  A f f a i r s  
Commission, Nigerian Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency, and 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Counci l  are  among the 
agencies Obiano named that 
are there.

It was also gathered that the 
Raw Materials Research and 
Development Council, the 
Industrial Training Fund, the 
National Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprise Clinics for 
Viable Enterprises, and the 
Anambra State Small Business 
Agency, ASSBA, are among 
the others.

With the above complex, 
what do you think will happen? 
Do you think some Ariaria, 
B a k a s s i ,  U mu i h e l e g b u ,  
P o w e r l i n e  a n d  S a m e k  
Shoemakers in Aba will not 
want to do business in such an 
organized environment? Do 
you think they are not 

Continues on Pg. 11
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Meteorologica l  Agency,  
NiMet.  

"We will also not in any way 
tolerate any attempt by any 
individual or group to disrupt 
the planned work as we have 
consulted widely enough and 
given enough grace period, 
long before now, for alternative 
solutions which never yielded 
any meaningful result.

"Finally, we solicit the 
understanding and support of  
all Abians as we restate our 
commitment to delivering a 
modern market to our people."

developers, Messrs Blessed 
H e n k e l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Company, are expected to 
wo r k  w i t h  t h e  m a r k e t  
committee and security agents 
to ensure full security within 
the market during the period of  
redevelopment."

Okiyi said that Government 
assures traders that it will work 
to ensure minimal disruptions 
to trading activities while 
executing this project which 
has now been made more 
urgent and crucial because of  
the recent flooding forecast 
f r o m  t h e  N i g e r i a  

and Medical Line are to 
relocate from their shops on or 
before the close of  business on 
Saturday, 4th September 2021 
to enable the commencement 
of  work the following day, 
Sunday, 5th September 2021. 
T h o s e  a f f e c t e d  a r e  t o  
temporarily relocate to Ekumi 
Shopping plaza or other 
available shops within the 
market. 

"The developers have 
committed to completing the 
required work in the phase 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
establishment of  proper 
drainage channels within the 
affected lines, construction of  
new shops and parks, before 
the first week of  December 
2021. Abia state government 
will through subsequent press 
releases publish the names of  
existing shop allottees that are 
guaranteed of  their return to 
the reconstructed shops after 
completion of  the first phase. It 
is important to state that no 
existing shop allottee will lose 
his/her shop after the work.

"Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
is expected to personally hand 
back new allocation papers to 
all the existing allottees on 
Friday, 5th December 2021. 
Trading activities are expected 
to continue in other lines that 
are not affected by the first 
phase of  the redevelopment 
project while the appointed 

unnecessary legal and other 
obstacles on the path of  
government's efforts and had 
hampered previous attempts at 
commencing works in the 
market in April 2021.

He however said that in the 
interest of  overwhelming 
public good, the government is 
compelled to go ahead with 
redevelopment efforts in one 
of  the foremost markets in the 
country.

"In recent days, different 
social media platforms have 
b e e n  i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  
uncomplimentary videos of  
flooded A-Line that obviously 
also endangers traders and 
shoppers alike while bringing 
the government into public 
odium. 

" N o  r e s p o n s i b l e  
government will, in the face of  
such images making the 
rounds on social media, sit 
back and watch without taking 
appropriate actions to deliver 
the much-needed solution as 
quickly as possible.

"Consequently, after a final 
consultative meeting with 
s takeholders  of  Ariar ia  
International Market on 
Tuesday, 24th August 2021, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu has 
a p p r o v e d  t h e  p h a s e d  
redevelopment of  the market 
as follows:

"Traders currently doing 
business along A-Line, C-Line 

constant electricity and good 
road infrastructure in Aba will 
keep her talents and sustain the 
city.

Meanwhile, Abia State 
Gover nment  on Sunday 
announced that has approved 
the commencement of  phased 
redevelopment of  Ariaria 
International Market, Aba, 
from Sunday, 5th September 
2021. 

Chief  John Okiyi Kalu, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Information, Abia State said 
t h e  O k e z i e  I k p e a z u ' s  
administration has made 
several efforts to reconstruct 
the 47-year old market to tackle 
its age-long structural issues 
with many of  the shops as well 
as provide the necessary 
modern infrastructure to deal 
with the perennial flooding 
challenges, particularly with A-
Line.

He said that the government 
had wanted to do all the above 
w h i l e  d e l i ve r i n g  o t h e r  
amenities like befitting car 
p a r k s ,  c o n v e n i e n c e s ,  
b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
surroundings, improved fire 
fighting capacity and such 
other facilities to our traders 
but has not been used of  some 
issues.

According to him, a cabal in 
the market that had been 
profiting from its current state 
h a d  s o u g h t  t o  p l a c e  
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How OCDA GM, Ikpamezie and
wife brutalized, dehumanized me
– Chinyere Opara
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he reign of  impunity Tand abuse of  office 
does not appear to be 

abating in the state if  the 
a l legat ion agains t  the  
General Manager, Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D e ve l o p m e n t  
Au t h o r i t y  ( O C DA )  i s  
anything to go by. 

Reports gathered by News 
Echo indicates that in the  
2021 August meeting of  
Afara Women one of  the 
officers, Lolo Chinyere Tony 
Opara who had issues with 
the leadership of  the women 
was attacked by the wife of  
the OCDA woman who hit 
her with a shoe on the skull.

In her words, “On the 
19th August 2021, I went to 
our annual August general 
m e e t i n g .  I  h a d  s o m e  
problems with the women 
executives and we were 
trying to sort it out before all 
of  a sudden the executives 
went out and had their own 
little meeting and returned to 
the hall. 

“One of  the women, 
Ebere Anyanwu slapped me 
and pushed me. When I 
regained my strength to face 
them, Mrs.  Chidimma 
Ikpamezie, the wife of  the 
OCDA GM removed her 
hilly slippers and hit me on 
the head and opened my 
skull. When I saw the blood 
rushing out I had to get back 
at her gave her a bite at the 
bicep and arm which made 
her to go out and call her 
husband.

“While we were still in the 
meeting trying to sort out 
things, the husband came in 
with some armed thugs, met 
me at the gate, bundled me 
away, dehumanized me, 
rolled me on the floor, tore 
my clothes, removed my 
wrapper, made away with my 
handbags. I now asked them 
where they are taking me to. 
They didn't disclose. Some 
villagers had to alert my 
husband, Barr. A. A. Opara 
who incidentally was one 
time Ikpamezie's boss when 
my husband was Vice 

C h a i r m a n ,  M b a i t o l i  
Council. Ikpeamezie was his 
P.A on Admin 

“When they were taking 
me away I saw my husband 
coming through the window 
I beckoned and shouted I 
don't know where they were 
taking me to. He made a 
move to block the vehicle but 
the bus carefully swerved and 
m a d e  away  w i t h  m e.  
Ikpeamezie ordered his boys 
to beat my husband, they 
beat him to stupor, used their 
AK 47 to puncture his 
vehicle, hit his lapse, and 
punctured his two tyres. 
When we got to the police 
station at the State CID, I 
noticed they were taking me 
to the State Investigation 
Bureau; I brought my phone 
to make some calls to inform 
my people where I was taken 
to, Ikpamaezie told them to 
collect my phone and my 
phone was shattered into 
pieces.

“I was brought in where I 
met DSP Emeka Achonu, I 
was still bleeding, full of  
blood and I requested for 
medical attention, the DSP 
told me that I will die here if  I 
don't make statement. I 
requested to know the 
charges brought against me, 
he said I want to tell him that 
I know the law and that he is 
going to deal with me 
ruthlessly. I pleaded with him 
to speak to my husband who 
is a lawyer, he refused 
insisting that I must make a 
statement; meanwhile they 
are with my phone. 

“I had no option than to 
o b l i g e  a n d  m a d e  my  
statement under duress, even 
the Emeka Achonu did not 
allow me to put down the 
names of  the people in the 
h a l l  w h e n  t h e  t h i n g  
happened. He said that I 
should just write that the 
thing happened in the hall 
and I told I was flanked by 
some women during the 
incident and he said that he 
has told me what to write.  
When I wanted to make 
further comments he didn't 
allow that but now started 

putting words 
into my mouth, 
telling me to 
write as he said 
after which he 
gave me a Police 
Proforma, that 
was around 9 
o'clock. I bled 
from after 2pm 
till 9pm, that was 
when I could be 
given medical 
attention

“On getting 
there the police 
advised that I be 
admitted  but 
Achonu refused 
telling the police 
doctor to give me 
all the medicines 
that I needed 
because he was 
taking me back to the police 
station. By 3pm the next day 
I had fits and rigor, one 
Inspector Ignis called on him 
that Madam is having a 
serious crisis; he said that he 
should call one Darlington 
who was nowhere to be 
found until about 11am the 
following day. When we got 
back to the hospital the new 
doctor we met advised that I 
should be admitted which he 
still refused. 

“ W h e n  P r o f  V i o l a  
Onwuliri made a call to the 
CP that I should be released 
what Emeka Achonu did was 
to switch off  his phone from 
that Saturday to around 
11am Monday and was 
asking him to give him the 
money he spent on my behalf  
and I told him i had nothing 
to give. This is how I was 
dehumanized and my rights 
infringed on when I came to 
the police on Thursday 19th 
August by 2pm until I left by 
Monday 23, by 5.30pm. I 
fainted on Saturday because I 
had nothing to eat until one 
police men bought food for 
m e  w h e n  I  f a i n t e d .  
Meanwhile I have been given 
an arraignment notice to 
appear at the Nwaorieubi 
Court on the 31st August on 
a  cha rge  o f  g r i evous  
harm/wounding. 

“What I guess made 
Ikpamezie's wife to attack 
me was because he came to 
the meeting with a police 
orderly and believe that they 
are in power which they 
boast of  cowing Afara people 
into fear because according 
to her they have the police 
they have the judiciary, that 
they can do anything and get 
away with it. They believe 
that they are a force to fight 
me. Even the police people 
were telling me that this is 
two fighting and that two of  
us are supposed to be here. 
The people that beat me have 
been walking freely and 
boasting that they are using 
me to set an example. 

When our reporter spoke 
with the OCDA GM he first 
disputed the source of  the 
story claiming it couldn't 
have come from the woman 
but a secondary source, and 
went ahead to say ''the 
woman cannot tell you this 
thing you are saying now. If  
you say the woman told you 
this and you are sure of  it 
publish whatever the woman 
told you. He denied the 
allegation saying, “brother I 
don't go with thugs and I 
don't have any reason to, a 
government official parading 
thugs? Why do you people 
make news when there is no 

news? You know my office I 
am a government person, if  
you have anything against 
me you can come to my 
office and see me. You 
cannot be engaging me on a 
matter that is belated and 
overtaken by events. I am not 
here to make news I am 
already an image maker, my 
records are good all over the 
place.''

W h e n  N e w s  E c h o  
contacted the State PPRO 
M i k e  A b a t t a m ,  h e  
acknowledged the incident 
but stated that everything is 
under investigation assuring 
that justice will prevail. The 
President of  the Afara 
w o m e n  f i r s t  d e n i e d  
knowledge of  the victim as 
an officer of  the Union but 
later said that ''she was the 
first to beat somebody''     

However, a concerned 
youth in the community 
volunteered that possible 
political undertone may be at 
the root of  the matter 
because according to him the 
victim is an Mbaise woman, 
from the same clan as 
Ihedioha and a strong PDP 
stalwart. There may be an 
attempt to silence her as 2023 
approaches, he concluded.

By Chinyere Nwaneri

OCDA GM, Ikpamezie
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could bring pains to the very 
people they claim to be fighting 
for their interest. He noted that 
both Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Nelson Mandela had won 
freedom for their people without 
inflicting pains on them. “Sit-at-
home” order may not be the best 
method, he emphatically stated.

Giving a brief  background of  
Enugu Diocese, Bishop Onaga 
informed that Enugu Diocese, 
with a current population of  
about 1.4 million Catholics, was 
created on November 12, 1962 
and presently has three bishops, 
an  Emer i tus  Bishop,  an  
Auxiliary Bishops and the 
incumbent Bishop.

According to Bishop Onaga, 
Enugu  Diocese  has  449  
Diocesan priests, and 167 other 
priests, as well as 50 religious 
houses and 206 parishes. The 
diocese also has the first 
Diocesan University in West 
Africa, the Godfrey Okoye 
University.

In his address at the opening 
Mass of  the Second CBCN 
Plenary, the President of  
Catholic Bishops Conference of  
Nigeria, Archbishop Augustine 
Akubeze said, "We will like to 
state clearly that the Church is 
keenly interested in the political 
situation in Nigeria. 

"Although the Church does 
not support any political party, 
she praises every government 
that prioritizes the welfare of  the 
citizens. At the same time, the 
Church condemns vehemently 
any government policies that are 

Kenya to Nigeria, as well as the 
arrest and detention of  the leader 
of  Yoruba Nation agitation, 
Sunday Igboho, in Benin 
Republic, wondered why the 
security agencies could not apply 
the same expertise and precision 
in arresting those who “are 
hibernating in our bushes, 
terrorizing and killing our 
people.”

He stated that Nigerian 
security agencies should not be 
one-sided in combating crimes, 
insisting that if  they could 
perform excellently outside the 
shores of  Nigeria, they should as 
well perform excellently inside 
the country.

B i shop  Onaga  however  
pleaded with secessionist  
agitators to reappraise their 
strategies, stating that they 
should not adopt methods that 

innocent citizens, including 
school children, banditry and 
herders attacks, which he said, 
was as a result of  growing 
poverty and unemployment in 
the land, advised the federal 
government to give all sections of  
Nigeria a sense of  belonging.

According to him, Nigeria was 
currently facing two conflicting 
challenges, which are, oneness 
and disintegration, but stated 
that “united we stand, divided we 
fall.” He maintained that 
Nigeria's diversity could be a 
great asset if  it is well managed, 
but could be a disaster if  it is not 
well managed.

Bishop Onaga while observing 
the expertise and precision with 
which Nigerian security agencies 
had repatriated the leader of  
Indigenous People of  Biafra. 
(IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu, from 

to Nigeria, His Excellency 
Antonio Guido Filipazzi, Ex-
deputy president of  the Senate, 
Ike Ekweremadu.

News Echo Correspondent 
who covered the event also 
observed that there were also 
hundreds of  priests and the 
religious, the Knights of  the 
Catholic Church as well as 
thousands of  other lay faithful.

Delivering homily during the 
mass, Catholic Bishop of  Enugu 
Diocese, His Excellency Most. 
Rev. Dr. Calistus Onaga, 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  Fe d e r a l  
Government to give equal 
treatment to all Nigerians, 
irrespective of  their ethnic and 
religious backgrounds.

Onaga who expressed worry at 
the rising security in the country 
as manifested in the daily 
kidnappings and abductions of  

The Catholic Bishops 
Conference of  Nigeria 
( C B C N )  h e l d  t h e i r  

meeting in Enugu from August 
19 - 27. This year's event has come 
and gone but the memory will 
continue to reverberate in the 
m i n d s  o f  m a n y  p e o p l e  
particularly to the Catholic 
faithful, with a challenge to the 
Federal Government to give 
equal treatment to all Nigerians, 
irrespective of  their ethnic and 
religious backgrounds.

Prior to the summit, the 
Diocesan Director of  Social 
Communications, Very Rev. Fr. 
Benjamin Achi, had on the 
authority of  the Bishop of  Enugu 
Catholic Diocese, His Excellency 
Callitus Onaga, sent invitations 
to members of  the public 
including journalists to attend the 
opening and closing ceremonies 
of  the conference.

True to its bidding, Enugu was 
agog on Sunday, August 22, as 
vehicular movements were at a 
halt at Holy Ghost axis of  the 
City following the high number 
of  Catholic faithful who trooped 
to attend the Holy Mass at Holy 
Ghost Cathedral, Enugu. Among 
dignitaries that attended the 
Church service were Enugu State 
Governor, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
who read the First Lesson; former 
Anambra State Governor, Peter 
Obi; former Prefect of  the 
Cong rega t ion  fo r  Div ine  
Worship and the Discipline of  the 
Sacraments at the Vatican, His 
Eminence Francis Cardinal 
Arinze and the Apostolic Nuncio 

Monday, August 30, 2021

Issues

Obiano

Soludo

Continues on Pg. 16

 By Chuma Austin

Give equal treatment to Nigerians 
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“He stated that Nigerian security agencies should not be one-sided in 
combating crimes, insisting that if  they could perform excellently 

outside the shores of  Nigeria, they should as well perform excellently 
inside the country. Bishop Onaga however pleaded with secessionist 
agitators to reappraise their strategies, stating that they should not 

adopt methods that could bring pains to the very people they claim to 
be fighting for their interest. He noted that both Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Nelson Mandela had won freedom for their people without 
inflicting pains on them. “Sit-at-home” order may not be the best 

method, he emphatically stated.”

His Eminence Francis Cardinal Arinze, Apostolic Nuncio to Nigeria, His Excellency Anthonio Guido Filipazzi and other Bishops at an event organized by Catholic Bishops of Nigeria
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administration of  Ugwuanyi 
and the Church is exemplary, 
stressing that they are very 
pleased and will continue to 
offer prayers for the governor 
and the state.

According to the Bishop, 
“there is very good working 
relationship between you 
(Ugwuanyi) and the citizenry to 
the extent that a lot of  the 
citizens do not approach you 
with fear and intimidation 
because they see in you a 
brother; they see in you a son; 
they see in you a care giver.

“You have gone into politics 
to ask for the worth of  trust and 
confidence that the people gave 
you. You have also proven to 
them and the Church that you 
did not just go into politics and 
left the Church behind.  But that 
you went in full swing along 
with this Church.

“That is exemplified by what 
we witnessed this evening. That 
is a wonderful achievement, a 
wonderful structure and I feel 
that for everybody who is 
overloaded with fatigue, once 
you go in there, you feel whole in 
the presence of  God. I pray that 
as you continue to use that 
Chapel that God will cover the 
government functionaries and 
the citizens of  this state”.

Earlier, while welcoming the 
C l e r g y m e n ,  G o v e r n o r  
Ugwuanyi described the visit as 
both historic and spiritually 
elevating, stressing that “it is a 
rare privilege that will remain 
evergreen and most treasured in 
our hearts”.

The governor who pointed 
out the magnificent edifice is the 
first Chapel built within the 
precincts of  Enugu State 
Government House, thanked 
them for offering prayers for the 
government and good people of  
the State.

He implored the Clergymen 
to continue to pray for his 
administration, the state and 
Nigeria, for more grace of  God, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
government is profoundly 
g rate ful  to  God for  his  
innumerable blessings.

“Please accept my deep 
appreciation for your spiritual 
leadership, the enthronement of  
moral standards for humanity, 
the pursuit of  world peace and 
the building of  a better society. I 
pray that Almighty God 
continues to give you the 
s t r e n g t h ,  w i s d o m  a n d  
discernment for your herculean 
assignment on earth”, the 
governor concluded.

Indeed, the visit of  the men of  
God to the Coal City was 
significant in many perspectives 
especially at this trying period of  
the nation.

confines of  the rule of  law.  We 
urge the Government to ensure a 
just and fair trial of  the arrested 
key players in the struggles. 

"To mismanage these cases is 
to trigger off  further avoidable 
u n r e s t .  We  u r g e  b o t h  
Government and citizens to work 
for a nation in which everyone 
and every part, irrespective of  
differences of  tribe or religion or 
political affiliation, will have a 
sense of  belonging. "We reiterate 
that the struggle for the 'soul' of  
Nigeria, that is presently 
ongoing, will not be won by 
ethnic cleansing, nepotism, 
kidnapping and banditry but by 
love, fairness and equity, 
common good and patriotism.

" We  t h e r e f o r e  e n j o i n  
Government and all Nigerians to 
toe the path of  justice and 
conciliatory dialogue and see 
themselves as agents of  peace 
and development in order to 
ensure a harmonious and united 
nation.

The Visitors also took time to 
pay homage to their Chief  host, 
Governor Ugwuanyi whom they 
p o u r e d  e n c o m i u m  o n ,  
commending him for having 
cordial relationship with the 
church.

Speaking on their behalf, 
Bishop George Dodo from Zaria, 
stressed that the working 
re la t ionship  be tween the  

so in its response to the 
challenges of  insecurity in every 
segment of  the citizenry. In the 
same vein, we call on all citizens 
to be law-abiding, vigilant, live by 
sound moral principles and, 
a b o v e  a l l ,  o b e y  t h e  
commandments of  God. 

"We continue to plead with all 
to shun violence and criminality. 
We urge Government at all levels 
t o  p r ov i d e  t h e  e n a b l i n g  
environment that would make it 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  b o t h  t h e  
Government and the private 
sector to create job opportunities 
f o r  o u r  t e e m i n g  y o u t h  
population. This would surely 
reduce the danger of  insecurity 
and unrest in our land", they 
stated. 

The Bishops also dwelt on 
national unity, peace and 
development, saying, "We are 
grateful to God that we still exist 
as one nation. This is in spite of  
sundry agitations and struggles 
for self-determination. 

"We observe that the agitations 
and tensions are mainly as a 
result of  bad governance, 
injustice, inequity and unfairness 
in appointments and distribution 
of  resources to parts of  the 
country.  

"We recognize the rights of  
peoples to self-determination; yet 
we emphasize that the exercise of  
such rights must be within the 

Christians, while continuing to 
pray and propose Christian 
values, to always seek out ways of  
doing something concrete to 
make the society better. On 
increasing insecurity, violence, 
the Clerics said there should be 
respect for the sanctity of  human 
life."

"We strongly advocate total 
respect for the sanctity of  human 
life. Regrettably, except for the 
civil war, our nation has never 
witnessed the kind of  widespread 
evil, wanton destruction and 
murderous bloodletting. Life has 
never been so cheap, nor has 
Nigeria ever been at the stage we 
are now. 

"Deaths in the hands of  
kidnappers, killer herdsmen, 
bandits, terrorist groups have 
made Nigeria one of  the most 
terrorized countries in the world.  
"The abductions of  school 
children present us with the 
prospects of  a traumatized 
generation of  young people. 

"We recognize the efforts being 
made by Government to fight 
insecurity in the land. However, 
we stress that Government needs 
t o  s h ow  m o r e  s t r a t e g i c  
commitment and sincerity in this 
fight and take full responsibility 
for the present culture of  violence 
and impunity in the country. 

"Furthermore, Government 
must be balanced and seen to be 

not people-friendly", he added.
He further said he was grateful 

to God who has given them the 
opportunity to be gathered here 
in Enugu in this month of  August 
2021. 

"We are grateful to God who 
has not allowed Covid-19 to 
ravage our land. God Almighty 
has been exceptionally kind to us 
as regards the death toll of  covid-
19.  "God knows well that we 
lack the capacity to deal with the 
ravaging impact and he has 
protected us through his Divine 
intervention. 

"If  we were hit as hard as 
Western Europe and America 
and even South Africa, our poor 
health care facility would have 
not been able to handle the 
problem. God has been good to 
us, but we on our part must do 
what is expected of  us.

Also speaking, the former 
Minister of  Information, Chief  
John Nwodo (Jr) said that the 
country should be restructured 
for equity, justice and fairness to 
prevail. Nwodo who is the 
immediate-past  President-
General of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
noted that there is structural 
imbalance in the country.

In the communiqué issued at 
end of  the closing Mass held on 
Thursday, August 26, at St Mary 
Parish, Trans Ekulu, Enugu, the 
Bishops, among other things, 
noted that the present times 
demand that "we listen anew to 
the Lord's command to us to be 
prophetic witnesses (Acts 1:8), 
stressing that "A prophet is not 
merely one who predicts the 
future, but one who reinterprets 
the past, explains the will of  God 
for the present and in this way, 
shows the right path to the future. 

"As witnesses, we must show 
clearly and unmistakably that we 
firmly believe what we are 
seeking to propose to others; that 
we are truly living what we 
believe, courageously preaching 
what we live and are ready to 
defend that message, even with 
our very lives. After all, what is 
faith if  it lacks resilience?

To  t h e  m e n  o f  G o d ,  
"Resilience amidst challenges is 
however never a call to indolence 
or mere passivity. 

T h e y  e m p h a s i z e d ,  " A s  
Christians, we are followers of  
Jesus Christ and should always 
adopt our Lord's approach of  
prayer and concrete action as a 
strategy for survival. In this wise, 
we all are called to witness to our 
faith with conviction wherever 
we find ourselves: in the Church, 
at home in the family, in the 
market places, in the field of  
politics and commerce, in public 
offices and in other areas of  life, 
especially when it is not 
convenient. "We admonish all 

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

...Give equal treatment to Nigerians 
- Catholic bishops tell FG

"We recognize the rights of  peoples to self-determination; 
yet we emphasize that the exercise of  such rights must be 

within the confines of  the rule of  law.  We urge the 
Government to ensure a just and fair trial of  the arrested key 

players in the struggles. 
“To mismanage these cases is to trigger off  further avoidable 
unrest. We urge both Government and citizens to work for a 

nation in which everyone and every part, irrespective of  
differences of  tribe or religion or political affiliation, will 

have a sense of  belonging. We reiterate that the struggle for 
the 'Soul' of  Nigeria, that is presently ongoing, will not be 

won by ethnic cleansing, nepotism, kidnapping and banditry 
but by love, fairness and equity, common good and 

patriotism. We therefore enjoin Government and all 
Nigerians to toe the path of  justice and conciliatory dialogue 

and see themselves as agents of  peace and development in 
order to ensure a harmonious and united nation.''
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he Presidency on Wednesday accused Benue State Governor, Samuel Ortom, of using sectarian Tlanguage similar to that of the Rwandan Genocide of 1994, while reacting to the security challenges in 
his state.  It also said the people of the state deserved a better governor and should insist on having one in 

the next election.  This was contained in a statement by the Senior Special Assistant to the President on Media 
and Publicity, Garba Shehu, titled, 'Statement concerning Samuel Ortom, the Governor of Benue State.'  In the 
statement, the Presidency accused Ortom of being unprincipled having changed political party five times. 
Governor Samuel Ortom in a TV interview on Tuesday slammed the administration of President Muhammadu 
Buhari, describing it as the worst when it comes to handling security matters. He also expressed disappointed at 
the way the president has handled certain critical matters in the country, especially insecurity. The Governor 
criticised President Muhammadu Buhari's approval to review grazing reserves in 25 states in the country.

It appeared that the President was turning Nigeria into a 'cow republic'.“We were shocked 
and disappointed to read a statement from the Presidency indicating that President 
Muhammadu Buhari has approved recommendations of  a committee to review “with 
dispatch,” 368 grazing sites across 25 states in the country, “to determine the levels of  
encroachment. In a country where insecurity has reached an all-time high with hundreds 
being killed by armed herdsmen, bandits and other terrorists, the Presidency is only 
bordered about animals and their safety and is deploying all machinery and arsenals of  
government to impose grazing reserves and cattle routes on Nigerians. This is 
unacceptable!” “Mr President has never come out even once to condemn activities of  
herdsmen and the attacks they visit on innocent people. The only time the President is 
heard speaking about atrocities of  the herders is when he defends them. “It is now clear 
that the Presidency wants to plunge the country into avoidable crisis. Otherwise, what is 
the justification for President Buhari's insistence that grazing reserves be established 
across the country when Nigerians have openly kicked against the policy and have 
embraced ranching in place of  open grazing?” “Mr President is pushing me to think that 
what they say about him, that he has a hidden agenda in this country is true, because it is 
very clear that he wants to fulanise but he is not the first Fulani president. But President 
Buhari is the worst President when it comes to issues of  security and keeping his promises.

Governor Samuel Ortom has few political principles. We can see this from the fact 

that he has changed political parties five times during his undistinguished career. 

“Every time he feels the wind may be blowing in a certain direction, he follows it.  

“Unfortunately for the good citizens of  Benue State, the most dangerous direction 

he blows in today is that of  sectarianism and ethnicity.  “In an attempt to boost his 

sinking political fortunes, Ortom takes the cheapest and lowest route possible by 

playing on ethnic themes – and in doing so knowingly causes deaths of  innocent 

Nigerians by inciting farmers against herders, and Christians against Muslims.” 

“Specifically, Ortom stirs up hatred by targeting one single ethnic group in 

Nigeria–using language reminiscent of  the Rwandan genocide.  “As was the case 

in Rwanda where the then Hutu leaders of  the country incited their countrymen 

against each other, claiming there was a 'secret Tutsi agenda' over the Hutu, 

Ortom claims there is a 'secret Fulanisation agenda' over other ethnic groups in his 

state and Nigeria.  “This is a copy of  the language of  Hutu Power-which falsely, 

and intentionally, accused the Rwandan Tutsi of  plans to dominate the country.  

“This wicked talk is aimed at giving cover to his so-called “policy” on the Ranches 

Establishment Law – which in reality is purely an act of  denial of  the law – 

intended to withhold rights and freedoms from one ethnic group alone, whilst 

inciting race hatred against them amongst all others.” “Good, and fair-minded 

people of  Benue State deserve more than this, and we look forward to the next 

election when they have an opportunity to restore its greatness.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Security, Grazing Reserve: FG loses respect
before Governor Samuel Ortom

Ortom

Buhari, worst president on security,
turning Nigeria into cow republic
– Ortom

Ortom changed parties five
times – Garba Shehu

Shehu
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v o r y  C o a s t Iinternational Maxwel 
C o r n e t  h a s  j o i n e d 

understand it. For everyone 
that wants the best for the 
c lub,  i t ' s  f r ustrat ing,  I 
understand it. On the other 
hand, we have to be realistic. 
Economically, the club can't 
compete with other clubs, 
with Paris, City, United. 

anchester United Mm a n a g e r ,  O l e 
Gunnar Solskjaer 

has warned Edinson Cavani 
and Fred not to stay away 
from the club for too long.

The Norwegian called on 
the two South American stars 
to put the club ahead of  their 
countries,  Uruguay and 
Brazil respectively.

P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
announced early last week 
that clubs had 'reluctantly but 
unanimously decided to not 

that staying in the hotel for 10 
to 14 days would make the 
players lose their match 
f i t n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e i r 
quarantine period.

“I don't want to be the 
manager who always moans, 
but it's a fact that if  you have 
to have 10 days in a hotel 
quarantining with no chance 
to train, no chance to keep 
your fitness up then you'll 
need another 10-14 days to 
get back up to fitness again 
and then you've got to fly 
again,' said Solskjaer during 
his press conference ahead of  
United clash with Wolves.

“ I t ' s  a n  i m p o s s i b l e 

release players for World Cup 
qualifying matches which will 
be played in red-list countries.

According  to  Uni ted 
Kingdom's current COVID-
1 9  g u i d e l i n e s ,  a n y o n e 
arriving from a country on the 
red-list must quarantine at a 
hotel for 10 days.

Should Cavani and Fred 
travel for the matches with 
their national sides, both 
players would be forced to 
quarantine and would miss at 
least two of  Manchester 
United league games in 
September.

And Solskjaer pointed out 

situation for the clubs, it's an 
impossible situation for the 
players.

“We understand that there 
are rules and broader issues 
here, that's why we have to 
follow the rules and get on 
with it.

“I don't want to be the 
moaning one but if  there was 
a choice for me, playing for 
Norway or playing for Man 
United, I know who my 
employer is.

“Yes, it's my country but 
the rules are as they are at the 
moment. Anyway, I'm not a 
player anymore.”

arcelona manager, BRonald Koeman, has 
admitted they cannot 

compete with the likes of  
P a r i s  S a i n t - G e r m a i n , 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  a n d 
Manchester United in the 
transfer market.

Lionel Messi left Barca 
for PSG as a free agent this 
summer, after the La Liga 
side could not afford to 
register his contract with the 
league body.

The French side have 
also brought in Gianluigi 
D o n n a r u m m a ,  S e r g i o 

That's how it is at the 
moment.

“We can't demand what 
has been demanded before at 
t h i s  c l u b.  We  h ave  t o 
understand the moment the 
club is in,” Koeman said at 
the weekend.

Ramos, Achraf  Hakimi and 
Georginio Wijnaldum.

City has spent £100 
million on Jack Grealish, 
while United are set to add 
Cristiano Ronaldo from 
Juventus, after the arrival of  
Jadon Sancho and Raphael 
Varane.

B a r c a  h a s  a d d e d 
Memphis Depay and Sergio 
A g u e r o,  b o t h  o n  f r e e 
transfers and cannot spend 
much, as they are in debt 
which totals around €1.35 
billion.

“On the one hand, I 

Burnley from Ligue 1 side 
Olympique Lyonnais on a 
f ive-year contract,  the 

Premier League club said 
on Sunday.

Financial details were 
not disclosed but British 
media reported that the 
transfer fee for Cornet was 
close to Burnley's joint club 
record of  15 million pounds 
for defender Ben Gibson 
and striker Chris Wood.

The versatile 24-year-old 
Cornet scored 51 goals for 

Lyon during a seven-year 
spell and can operate in 
attacking and defensive 
roles on either flank.

“I  am excited to be 
joining Burnley in the 
Premier League and to play 
with and against many of  
the greatest players in the 
world,” Cornet told the 
club's website.

“I have developed the 

greatest respect for Burnley 
and what the club has done. 
I welcome the challenge of  
hard work and am fully 
committed to doing what I 
can to contribute. I look 
forward to what we can 
achieve.”

He becomes Burnley's 
four th  s igning  of  the 

helsea midfielder 

CN ' G o l o  K a n t e 
a g g r a v a t e d  a n 

existing ankle injury in 
Saturday's  1-1 Premier 
League draw with Liverpool, 
manager Thomas Tuchel 
said, leading to the France 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b e i n g 
substituted at halftime.

Kante initially picked up 
the injury in the warm-up 
ahead of  the Uefa Super Cup 
earlier this month and was 
not involved in Chelsea's 
Premier League season 
opener  against  Cr ystal 
Palace as a precaution.

He made a substitute 
appearance in last weekend's 
London derby win against 
Arsenal, but Tuchel said the 
in jur y  f lared  up again 
following a challenge from 
Liverpool's Sadio Mane. He 
did not provide a timeline for 
the 30-year-old's return to 
action.

“He is injured. He missed 

the Arsenal game because of  
pain in his ankle and some 
inflammation, but it was 
nothing serious obviously 
because he was back in 
training and he star ted 
(against Liverpool),” Tuchel 
said.

 “In winning the ball in 
this situation, the opponent 
fell on his ankle and twisted 
it again. He immediately had 
the same pain he had before 
the Arsenal game and he was 
l a c k i n g  t h e  f o r c e  t o 
accelerate and we had to take 
him off.

“Can there be any harder 
challenges than going one 
man  down and  t ak ing 
N'Golo Kante off  at the 
same time at halftime at 
A n f i e l d  a n d  h a v i n g 
Liverpool playing towards 
t h e  K o p ?  B u t  w e  d i d 
excellently and we are super 
happy… we deserved the 
point.”

Chelsea will  take on 
Aston Villa in the Premier 
League on 11 September.

summer, following the 
arrivals of  goalkeeper 
W a y n e  H e n n e s s e y , 
defender Nathan Collins 
and winger Aaron Lennon. 
Cornet would join manager 
Sean Dyche's squad after 
the international break, the 
club said.

Burnley complete signing of Ivory Coast international, Cornet

Chelsea boss, Thomas
Tuchel confirms Kante’s
injury

Barcelona cannot
compete with PSG,

Man Utd – Koeman

Solskjaer issues stern
warning to Cavani,
Fred

Kante got injured against Liverpool at the weekend

FredCavani

Koeman
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ristiano Ronaldo is 

Cn o w  t h e  f i f t h 
h i g h e s t  p a i d 

footballer after his return to 
Manchester United. 

Messi, six-time Ballon 
d'Or winner who joined 
PSG as a free agent, tops 
the list as he will be going 
home with a whopping 
€35m annually. 

M e s s i ' s  t e a m m a t e 
Neymar is second on the 
list grossing €30m while 
former Barcelona legend 
who now plies his trade in 
the J-League is third with 
Vissel Kobe with a yearly 

est Ham United 

Wmanager  David 
Moyes criticized 

the quality of  the London 
Stadium pitch after his side 
were held to a 2-2 draw with 
Crystal Palace in the Premier 
League at the weekend.

Crystal Palace midfielder, 
Conor Gallagher scored his 
team's first two league goals of  
the season as they ended West 
Ham's perfect start to the 
season in an entertaining 
London derby.

“We didn't pass the ball as 
well as we did the other night. 
There are several reasons for 
that… The pitch at the London 
Stadium is really, really poor. 
It's not an excuse because we 
played very well on it on 
M o n d ay  n i g h t  ( a g a i n s t 
Leicester City),” Moyes said.

“Today in the dry, a bit of  
heat it is not good. You could 

orussia Dortmund are Bin talks to sign Chelsea 
w i n g e r  C a l l u m 

Hudson-Odoi on loan.
Sky Sports News has been 

told Hudson-Odoi would be 
open to the move as he wants 
regular first-team football, 
a l t h o u g h  C h e l s e a  a r e 
undecided whether to allow 
him to leave.

The 20-year-old has been 
an unused subst i tute  in 
Chelsea ' s  opening three 
Premier League games.

H u d s o n - O d o i  h a s 
developed through the club's 
academy but has struggled to 

make an impact in the first-
team since signing a new five-
year deal in September 2019.

Dortmund's Bundesliga 
rivals Bayern Munich have 
also been interested in signing 
Hudson-Odoi with Chelsea 
rejecting several offers from 
the Bundesliga champions in 
the past.

Meanwhile, Chelsea are 
still hoping to sign Sevilla 
defender Jules Koundé after 
selling Kurt Zouma to West 
Ham for £29.8m, although the 
player's valuation could prove 
to be a stumbling block.

probably see the amount of  
times the ball bounced over 
people's heads and it was very 
high off  the ground. I think we 
never really got a good enough 
rhythm in our play.

“I've not enjoyed the quality 

r i s t i ano  Rona ldo ' s 

Creturn to Manchester 
U n i t e d  r e p r e s e n t s 

“perfect business”, according to 
the club's former manager Jose 
Mourinho.

The 36-year-old is close to 
officially completing his move 
to Old Trafford after United 
confirmed on Friday they had 
reached an agreement to re-sign 
the Portugal captain from 
Juventus.

Mourinho, who worked with 
his compatriot during the pair's 
time at Real Madrid, approves 
of  the transfer, which will cost 

United around €15m (£12.87m) 
plus a further €8m (£6.86m) in 
add-ons.

The Roma boss said, “The 
only thing I say – and it looks to 
me something basic and logic – 
is that if  Juventus are happy, if  
Cristiano is happy and if  
Manchester United are happy 
this is the perfect business.

“I think there is no need to 
talk about Cristiano.

“There is no need to make 
any comment about someone 
who plays, wins, scores and 
makes history for 20 years.”

Ro n a l d o  u n d e r we n t  a 

medical in Lisbon over the 
weekend and is now set to sign a 
two-year deal at United after 
rivals, Manchester City pulled 
out of  the race to sign him.

a n g e r s Rsurvived the 
a b s e n c e  o f  

m a n a g e r  S t e v e n 
Gerrard and several 
p l a y e r s  d u e  t o  a 
coronavirus outbreak 
to beat Celtic 1-0 at 
Ibrox in the first Old 
Firm derby of  the 
season on Sunday. 

Swedish defender 
Filip Helander scored 
the only goal of  a tight 
contest to condemn 
C e l t i c  b o s s  A n g e 
Postecoglou to defeat 
in the Australian's first 
taste of  the Glasgow 
derby. 

Celtic were left to 
rue a huge missed 
o p p o r t u n i t y  b y 
Odsonne Edouard in 
t h e  f i r s t - h a l f  a n d 
Rangers took control 
after the break and got 
their deserved goal 

w h e n  H e l a n d e r 
powered home Borna 
Barisic's corner 24 
minutes from time. 

A difficult week for 
Rangers ended on a 
h i g h  d e s p i t e  t h e 
a b s e n c e  o f  t h e i r 
manager, both first-
choice goalkeepers 
Allan McGregor and 
Jon McLaughlin plus 
c a p t a i n  J a m e s 
T a v e r n i e r ,  S c o t t 
Wright and Calvin 
Bassey. 

Celtic's bright run 
of  form after a tough 
start to Postecoglou's 
reign has come largely 
thanks to the goals of  
Kyogo Furuhashi.

But the Japanese 
played provider for 
what should have been 
the opening goal as his 
cross found Edouard 
six yards out, but the 

ba l l  came  o f f  the 
French attacker's heel 
and sped well wide. 

Ryan Kent curled a 
long-range shot off  the 
outside of  the post 
with Rangers'  best 
effort of  the first-half. 

But the hosts looked 
sharper at the start of  
the second period and 
buoyed by the first Old 
Firm derby in front of  
a  c r o w d  s i n c e 
December 2019, took 
t h e  l e a d  w h e n 
Helander rose above 
fel low Swede Carl 
Starfelt to power a 
header past Joe Hart. 

Furuhashi forced 
Robby McCrorie into a 
save five minutes from 
time, but the stand-in 
goalkeeper  kept  a 
clean sheet as Rangers 
held out to move up to 
third in the table, three 
points ahead of  Celtic. 

of  the pitch at all, and I've 
known about it. Even the first 
game I wasn't happy about it. 
It's just not good enough, it is 
cer ta in ly  be low Premier 
League s tandards  at  the 
moment.”

West Ham are currently 
joint top of  the Premier League 
table as they head into the first 
international break of  the 
season. They will take on 
Southampton at St Mary's 
Stadium on 11 September.

income of  €25m. 
Ex-Chelsea midfielder 

Oscar who now plays for 
Chinese Super League side 
Shanghai Port earns €24m 
annual salary. 

Manches te r  Uni ted 
announced on Friday they 
have reached a deal to re-
sign Cristiano Ronaldo 
from Juventus, 12 years 
after he left Old Trafford for 

It was reported in Italy 
that United have offered 
Juve 28 million euros ($33 
million), agreeing a two-
year deal with the superstar 
attacker worth 25 million 
euros per season. 

Ronaldo won the first of  
his five Champions League 
titles and was first crowned 
the world's best player 
during six years at United 
between 2003 and 2009. 

In total he scored 118 
goals in 292 games, also 
winning three Premier 
League titles, one FA Cup 
and two League Cups. 

He joined 2018 after 
scoring a remarkable 450 
goals in 438 matches in a 
glittering nine-year spell in 
Madrid that also included 
four Champions League 
triumphs. 

T o p  1 0  b e s t - p a i d 

footballers in the world 
based on their weekly 
wages 

1. Lionel Messi €35m 
2. Neymar €30m 
3. Andres Iniesta €25m 

4. Oscar €24m
5. Cristiano Ronaldo 

€23m 
6. Antoine Griezmann 

€20m 
7 .  M o h a m e d  S a l a h 

€19.5m 
8. Gareth Bale €16m 
9. Philippe Coutinho 

€15.5m 
1 0 .  R o b e r t 

Lewandowski €15.5m 

Top 10: Ronaldo drops, Messi, Neymar top list of
highest paid footballers

London Stadium pitch below PL standard

– Moyes

Mourinho reacts to Ronaldo's return
to Man United

Borussia Dortmund in talks to sign
Chelsea winger on loan

Gerrard-less Rangers defeat
Celtic 1-0

Odoi

Ronaldo

NeymarMessi
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t is no longer news that ISenator Hope Uzodimma 
has since pitched his tenth 

with the northern oligarchy 
and bared his fangs against his 
o w n  p e o p l e .  T h i s  i s  
pronounced and manifest in 
some of  his actions since 
a s s u m p t i o n  o f  o f f i c e .  
According to public rating as 
glimpsed from reactions from 
some sections of  Imo people 
his government is adjudged the 
worst in the history of  the 
state. One shocking fact about 
it all is that he is immune to the 
plight of  Imolites.

This has caused many to 
wonder if  the man is bereft of  
ideas of  what to do to redeem a 
visibly ugly situation or that he 
is misled by the sycophants he 
surrounded himself  with who 
block his vision from realizing 
the pit hole he has dragged the 
state into. The attitude of  
sacrificing his people for his 
own selfish end would make 
you wonder if  he is a true son 
of  Igbo land. Where is in him 
the Igbo philosophy of  ''Onye 
aghala nwanne ya, or onuru 
ube nwanne agbala oso'' 

Some of  the things that 
happen in his government 
would make any reasonable 
person wonder that he can 
sleep with his eyes closed. 
First, on assumption of  office 
he lied that he was going to be 
paying salaries and pensions to 
civil servants every 25th of  
each month. That promise was 
only kept in breach till today as 
the government adopted a 
fraudulent system of  paying 
some and leaving some in 
same establishment yet would 
be drumming it loud that it 
does not owe anyone.

Some political observers 
a l l u d e  t o  U z o d i m m a ' s  
romance with the northern 
oligarchs as originating from 
his desperation to keep his seat 

as Imo governor which they state 
would be knocked off  any 
moment if  the judiciary lives true 
to the worn out cliché that it 
remains the last hope of  the 
common man. For now it 
remains the 'lost' hope of  the 
common man. They argue that if  
there is anything that mattered 
most to him in life, it is the 
ambition to answer governor. 

Rumour mills have it that the 
reason nothing is working in Imo 
is that a huge chunk of  the 
resources of  Imo people is 
deployed to settle some interests 
in Abuja in order to buy time 
against the pending suit brought 
by Philip Umeadi SAN asking 
the Supreme Court to interpret 

its ruling of  December 20, 2019 
which ousted Uzodimma as the 
governorship candidate of  APC. 
Political pundits believe he has 
little chance as the Supreme 
Court will use the matter to 
redeem its battered image when 
it messed itself  up adding extra 
votes from nowhere that moved 
Uzodimma from fourth to the 
first position. 

An APC youth who is 
disgusted with the governor but 
who sought anonymity also 
at tr ibuted the gover nor 's  
frequent visit to Abuja to his 
desperation to hold his sit even at 
critical moments when the state 
is burning. “If  you check records 
properly the governor spends 
more time outside the state 

hobnobbing with the northerners 
than he has given to governance'', 
he volunteered.

All in the bid to impress his 
masters, he refused to identify with 
the Southern Governors Forum, 
an opportunity to project alongside 
others the challenges confronting 
his state. While the SGF are 
championing restructuring as a 
way out Uzodimma thinks 
differently saying there is no need. 
While they all agreed to pass anti-
open grazing bill, the governor 
shamefully declared that there is no 
such law in his state gleefully 
declaring that he has reconciled the 
farmers and herders in his office. 
He is not aware that such a law was 
enacted in 2006 under Achike 
Udenwa. 

Hist
orically, the Hausa/Fulani is 
known to habour deep hatred 
for the Igbos. During religious 
warfare it is always their best 
friends that they go for showing 
they have no true friends. They 
can be  unpredictable  in  
relationships. There is more 
political consciousness among 
them than others and they are 
adepts in manipulation.    

Uzodimma has of fered 
himself  a willing tool to do the 
dirty job for the northerners. He 
manifests their characteristics. 
The northerners love powers 
which they use to under develop 
their state. The former Senator is 
an Igbo man, the Igbo is hated 
by them. Uzodimma cannot be 
any different no matter what he 
offers them. They are only 
playing along knowing that he is 
a cunny man under cutting his 
people, helping them to destroy 
ala Imo. This romance cannot 
last long. They are not fooled 
that he is only desperate for 
power. 

For four months or more the 
governor has operated like a sole 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i t h o u t  
functionaries. It was funny at 
the weekend he just waived 
away the consequences of  the 
IPMAN fuel crises on the state 
d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  “ we  a r e  
equidistant'' to states like Abia, 
Anambra, Rivers and so 
Imolites should go there and 
source their fuel need. What a 
governor, 3R's indeed. 

By virtue of  his military 
action against a group he called 
hoodlums; he has battered Orlu, 
dislocated Imo turning it into 
another northern state where 
bloodletting is the order of  the 
day. Imo has never been itself  
since the Orlu mayhem and 
impunity on the side of  security 
operatives and politicians now 
reign supreme.   

A quick reminder for our 
amiable governor. He should 
remember how Akintola and 
Asika who toed this line ended 
up. It is still never late for a new 
beginning. This is not the Imo of  
our dreams.

Why north will use and dump 
Uzodimma ... soon!

Uzodimma

Anambra poll: APGA
members defect to PDP, vow
to deliver Ozigbo

Abia LG boss bans sale of
newspapers along
Aba-P/Harcourt Road


