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aking into account the Tnegative energy, heat and 
attention focused on the 

agitations of secessionist groups 
led by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu and 
Sunday Igboho it would be clear 
that no one is really talking about 
the governance issues created by 
the government. One would 
prefer to label this self-imposed 
distraction. 

While Mazi Nnamdi Kanu is 
leading the Independent People of 
Biafra (IPOB) to gun for a 
separatist Biafra State, Igboho on 
the other hand is fighting off 
invading Fulani killer herdsmen 
who are tormenting his Yoruba 
people. In same manner, the 
Eastern Security Network (ESN) 
another wing of IPOB is securing 
the Igbo land against menace of 
same Fulani cattle rearers.

The ongoing activities of the 
above anti-government leaders 
have drawn so much attention 
representing key discourses in 
public space. It is naturally 
expected because it revolves 
around our existence as a nation. 
Besides, it throws up the issues of 
equity, fairness and balance which 
are critical ingredients that make 
for our cohesiveness as a nation.

The concern is that these issues 
would not have been there if 
proper steps are taken by those at 
the driving seat of power and now 
it is taking a serious toll on the 
nation in terms of loss of lives, 
resources destroyed and above all 
scaring investors and exposing 
our fragile economy to wilt 
f u r t h e r  a n d  c r a s h .  T h e  
implications are far reaching.

Government it seems appear 
thrilled by all that is happening 
little wonder it has refused to take 
concrete measures to arrest the 
slide. Last weekend, Sunday 
Igboho led his Yoruba people on a 
protest march to agitate for the 
liberation of Yoruba people. In 
the process a 14-year old street 

hawker was felled by stray bullet.   
There is agitation in the East, in 

the West, in the Middle Belt, in 
the Niger Delta and violent 
uprisings all over the place. This 
signifies deepening cracks in the 
unity of this country which is also 
threatening its existence. It is sad 
people no longer travel freely from 
one part of the country to another.    

According to a human rights 
activist, University don and 
for mer  Imo APGA guber  
aspirant, “Everything going on 
now in the country is a huge 
distraction. The real thing going 
o n  i s  t h e  t e r r i b l e  
maladministration of the country 
and failure of the advantaged 
political elites across the country 
to agree that the country is 
heading towards hell and needs to 
be radically reversed. This is the 
major issue now. 

Continuing he said, “The 
country is at the birth stool but no 
wise midwives. The prospect of a 
beautiful new child is being 
forgone and we may be left with a 
terrible miscarriage that will 
haunt everyone for a long time to 
come. We can have a new Nigeria 
negotiated away from the 
problems of 1806, 1897, 1900, 
1906, 1914, 1963, and 1999. We 
can review the past and build a 
'more perfect union' founded on 
justice, freedom and self-
determination.''  

News Echo notes with concern 
that the present distractions 
which appear unending today has 
a potential threat against our 
democracy as 2023 approaches. 
Many have already given up that 
2023 is not assured drawing from 
the current political realities 
playing out. It is our concern 
again that government should 
sincerely begin to address the 
issues that gave rise to the travails 
the country is grappling with. 
This is the only way to win back 
everything.  
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political challenges in Nigeria in 
the political turf. Let us keep 
ethnic division and religious 
bigotry out of  it. Ethno-religious 
confrontations are conflicts no 
one can ever win, as all are 
always losers in that field. 

Nigeria is a beautiful country, 
the most formidable promise of  
the African people. It started well 
at independence and her people 
had learnt to live together 
peacefully well until the setback 
of  the civil war triggered by the 
1966 military coup. The fantastic 
testament of  our peaceful co-
existence and integration 
includes such occasions as when 
the mainly Christian voters of  
Gboko elected a Kanuri Muslim 
man, Abubakar Imam, to 
represent them in the Northern 
State Assembly. It includes when 
Chief  Obafemi  Awolowo 
campaigned for Ernest Ikoli, an 
Ijaw man in the Lagos elections, 
against a fellow Ijebu man, 
Akinsanya. In the early 1960's 
right to the 70s, easterners like 
Kalu Anya served in Borno 
Judiciary, as well as justice 
Olagunju a Yoruba man from 
Offa, who trained many jurists in 
the Sokoto Division. 

Today's setbacks are not 
conclusive evidence of  our 
inability to live together, but 
challenges we must overcome, as 
even  the  mos t  advanced  
countries of  the world such as the 
United States of  America, 
United Kingdom, Spain, and 
France still grapple with issues of  
identity. Nigerians up till today 
are still more tolerant of  each 
other than the separatist  
propaganda wants us to believe. 

Even as we write, the only seat 
allocated to Kebbi State at the 
Supreme Court is occupied by a 
jurist originally from Delta State, 
who practised in the old Sokoto 
S t a t e  a n d  m a r r i e d  f r o m  
Argungu, Justice Amina Adamu 
Augie. Kebbi people do not 
regard her as a foreigner but as a 
loyal daughter of  Kebbi. It is time 
to talk a little more about the 
prime point in our journey to 
national integration rather than 
our low points.

 Nigerians can live together 
peacefully and in prosperity once 
we regain our minds to do some 
of  the right things, including 
decentralizing more powers to 
the states and local government; 
electing focused leaders with 
clear vision for economic and 
soc ia l  deve lopment  wi th  
character and antecedents that 
show they can deliver on 
promises;  and embarking 
immediately on a policy of  
national reconciliation and 
inclusiveness. These are what 
Nigeria needs, not division. 

detailed study in archaeology, 
history, linguistics, using modern 
t echno log y  o f  h i s to r i ca l  
reconstruction. 

Cheikh Anta Diop, who I 
consider the most outstanding 
African scholar (historian, 
physicist, Archaeologist and 
Chemist) has done some pioneer 
work on this subject and planned 
a perspective for historical 
reconstruction of  Africa cultures 
which establishes that Africans 
are essentially the same people, 
not different people and can live 
together and must ever break 
from been sliced into tiny groups 
for easy conquest. This was the 
preoccupation in his books. 
“Cultural unity of  Africa”, 
“Africa pre-colonial”, “The 
African origin of  civilisation, 
myth or reality”, “Civilisation or 
Barbarism.” 

 “The Economic and Cultural 
basis for a Federated African 
State.” I recommend these 
important works for advocates of  
separatism, who constantly 
repeat the false doctrine that “we 
Africans everywhere are of  the 
same ancestry, all human beings 
are of  the same ancestry, and so 
says the Bible in Act of  Apostle, 
17:26; “And hath made of  one 
blood all nations of  men for 
dwelling on all the face of  the 
earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the 
bounds of  their habitation;” Let 
us resolve our economic and 

why Africa, though account for 
less than three per cent of  global 
trade, is home to the highest 
numbers of  languages and 
dialects in the world, but same 
culture. These factors are first, 
the migration that occurred in 
prehistoric times because of  the 
dry up (desertification) of  the 
areas of  the Sahara, which was 
home to a previously thriving 
culture and life. 

The second was forced 
migration, owing to various wars 
of  conquest, according to 
Professor Williams. When 
people flee, they go in small 
bands in different directions, 
carrying the memory of  their 
cultures and cosmogony, but 
o f ten  lose  the i r  or ig ina l  
languages as they travel far. In 
Nigeria, it is possible to decipher 
a definite relationship in the pre-
colonial and pre-Arabically 
influenced cultures of  western 
and northern Nigeria. 

These are presumed to be 
cultures whose ruling classes 
migrated from Meriotic Sudan, 
Ethiopia and Egypt. The same 
practices in the Hausa Bori cult 
of  worship, exists in the Sango 
(Yoruba) cult of  worship. 
Similarly, the same practices are 
found in the Amadioha worship 
circle amongst the Igbo, who, 
though, are associated with the 
Bantustan stock. The details of  
these assumptions should have 
by now been a subject of  a 

will become fervent that we 
break Nigeria into separate 
countries. Nigeria, which we 
considered then as one of  the 
small 52 states of  Africa-just the 
size of  California. 

Everything from farming 
practices, pastoralist Vs farmers, 
differences in dressing, climate 
and land are being thrown into 
the discussion to magnify our 
differences. The methods are 
even regrettably pedestrian, in 
what seems to be an argument 
that it is needless to save the unity 
of  the country. Tragically, those 
who have held high offices in 
Nigeria at one point are stoking 
the current embers of  disunity. 
The truth, very stubborn truth, is 
that we are the same people, 
more than the magnifying glasses 
of  separatists want us to see. 

Nigeria may have diverse 
languages, but the cultures of  
most Nigerian ethnic groups are 
the same, pointing to the same 
roots in distant history and here 
is why. The cosmogony, religious 
rights, history and cultures of  
most Nigerians (Pre-colonial and 
Pre-Arabic influence) are largely 
the same, despite diversity in 
language. The African-American 
scholar, Chancellor Williams, 
has already done justice to this 
question in his seminar work 
“The destruction of  African 
civilisation: Great issue of  a 
Race.” Williams explained that 
two major factors account for 

n the contest for power and Iresources in history, people 
always try to outdo each 

other by creating divisions 
around race, ethnicity, or faith. 
People do this to enlist group 
support for otherwise private 
agenda or whip support for 
personal disappointment or loss, 
as it presently is. Sometimes 
when faith and ethnicity are the 
same, demagogue explores 
doctrinaire differences as it was in 
Europe in the 17th century, 
where European kings fought a 
30 years' war dividing themselves 
into Catholics or Protestants 
between 1618 and 1648. 

E u r o p e  n e ve r  e m e r g e d  
significantly as a powerhouse 
until it overcame that era of  
darkness, only then was it able to 
m a r c h  i n t o  r e n a i s s a n c e  
(Enlightenment), industrial 
revolution and democracy. 
Ethnically and religiously 
homogeneous Somalia, whose 
war lords divided it along clans, 
has yet to escape from the ruins 
and darkness of  her own division. 
Rwanda to the contrary is 
matching forward, having buried 
the ghost of  hatred, making 
development a focus. 

When I was a young student 
both at A' levels and the 
university, it was our aspiration to 
seek the unity of  all of  Africa into 
one country in the manner of  
America as espoused by Kwame 
Nkrumah (the first Prime 
Minister of  Ghana), and Sekou 
Toure (the first President of  
Guinea),  and other great 
nationalists. Some of  our 
mentors in Nigeria, such as Alao-
Aka Bashorun, worked as Pan 
Africanist in drafting the 
constitutions of  many newly 
independent African countries, 
in a clime when Nigeria's Justice 
Akinola Aguda served as Chief  
Justice of  Botswana. 

We saw all Africans as the 
same, and we perceived any 
attack on any group of  Africans 
as an attack on the rest of  us. It 
was in that spirit that on January 
6, 1988, Rotimi Ewebiyi, Olaitan 
Oyerinde, Chris Ayaze, Sylvester 
Odion, and my humble self-all 
students of  the University of  
Lagos -were  a r r e s t ed  and  
detained after the massive protest 
we staged alongside Nigerian 
workers and students, following 
Pr ime Minis ter  Margare t  
Thatcher of  Britain's visit. We 
were protesting in Nigeria against 
her pro-apartheid policy in South 
Africa. 

Where we are coming from is 
of  course very far from where we 
are now, where people are 
demonstrating to break Nigeria. 
In the days of  yore, it was 
unimaginable for us that there 
will come a time that advocacy 
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ut of  desires, come 

Odreams; out of  the 
abundance of  the 

heart, the mouth speaks. Our 
dominant aspirations have 
ways of  affecting our thought 
processes; our persistent 
thoughts mold our views and 
affect our actions. We see what 
we look out for – and get what 
we give. Everyone gives what 
he has in abundance so the 
troubled soul radiate troubles 
while the peaceful give peace.

We walk the talk; we work 
and pray, hoping for the best, 
and we can go extra miles in 
search and pursuit of  the best 
for ourselves and our relations. 
But  somewhere  in  the  
continuum of  desires and 
wishes, exists negative forces 
with destructive tendencies. 
While we wish the best for 
ourselves, some of  us can go to 
a n y  l e n g t h  w i t h  e v i l  
machinations to pull others 
down; destroying life and 
property in the process as long 
as they are not at the receiving 
end. 

Some people have penchant 
to destroy what they cannot 
benefit from however good 
and ennobling such might be. 
This is not the route to good 
success and should be avoided. 
It does not make sense to 
destroy what one cannot 
make. A critical analysis of  life 
has shown that pulling 
someone down won't really 
push the puller up. 

Extinguishing someone's 
light can never illuminate your 
darkness nor increase the 
intensity and brightness of  
your own light. Another 
person's success cannot 
deprive you of  your own. 
Killing someone can never 
add an extra second to the life 
span of  the killer. Every life 
unjustly wasted is a minus and 
can only add to the pool of  
negativity. There is always 
i r r e p a r a b l e  l o s s  w h e n  
someone dies but it is only 
those affected that can feel the 
pains.

The world is big enough to 
accommodate all of  us, and 
we can honestly provide our 
n e e d s  w i t h o u t  t h r e a t ,  
competi t ion or  fear  of  
domination when we go out to 
seek solution not sympathy. 
Your chosen profession, trade 
or occupation needs more 

divergent people for a better 
outlook and net worth so stop 
that idea of  monopoly and fear 
of  healthy competition. 
Embrace others for the beauty 
of  creation. Greed only comes 
with primitive limitations; 
mischief  blurs creative drive. 
No one can have it all. 
Humanity is one. We are 
interdependent.

We are the people and can 
only thrive in the midst of  
others. More is merrier; 
together is better. It is in 
relating with others well that 
we harness our potentials; in 
uplifting others, we get to the 
top safely at the right time. We 
learn by teaching others; we 
grow by empowering and 
e q u i p p i n g  p e o p l e  f o r  
greatness. What we give is 
actually what we multiply and 
every multiplication yields 
fruits in multiple folds so we 
need each other and one 
another to explore life and do 
real exploits.

Opening the hands allows 
for expansion. Showing little 
kindness is a priceless act for 
love that guarantees genuine 
peace of  mind. The hand that 
gives never lack even in times 
of  scarcity and want because 
giving is the only way to 
getting treasures without 
measure – and no one can out 
give Nature which is the 
fountain of  all things – so give 
and learn to give your most 
precious belonging and see 

what will happen thereafter. 
The more you give, the more 
you would be blessed.

The best competition is to 
compete with yourself  but if  
such competition is not 
healthy, productive and 
edifying, it doesn't worth it so 
don't engage into it. Waste no 
time for destructive ideas; 
avoid every thought process 
that will put you on the 
negative path; don't use any 
device that can lure you into 
wasteful acts; dissociate from 
every company that is capable 
of  deliberately leading you 
i n t o  t e m p t a t i o n .  E v i l  
communications corrupt good 
manners; bad friends impact 
negat ive ly  and lead to  
destruction.

Your best can only manifest 
when you unselfishly go out to 
solve problems and make 
peaceful co-existence possible. 
You beautify the world when 
you put a smile on someone's 
face. You fulfill a purpose 
when you add value to life. 
Never cease from giving a 
helping hand to those in need. 
Strive to provide solutions to 
problems. The world will get 
better when you go out to 
impact your generation 
positively at the right time and 
space without expectation of  
rewards that would invariably 
come when least expected. It 
pays to build than to destroy. 
Accommodation ensures 
protection and preservation.

Let it not be your wish to 
prosper at the expense of  
another person as there are 
consequences for doing so. Let 
it not be your experience to 
constipate from overfeeding 
when many people scavenge 
and starve to death. In praying 
and working for success, don't 
deliberately cause someone to 
bend his head in pains and cry. 
Don't allow your success to be 
a source of  worry and sorrow 
to another person. Don't use 
your blessings to suppress 
others and promote unhealthy 
strife.

No one can own the world. 
No one is self-sufficient. No 
one is indispensable. Everyone 
comes for a purpose. We are all 
important but for a while. At 
the appointed time, we reach 
our peak and thereafter 
decline and die. No one can 
reign for too long; no one can 
live forever. When it is 
inevitable to go, be glad to kiss 
and say goodbye but don't 
forget that this will only be 
possible when there is no 
regrets, no secret confessions 
and no restitution to be made. 
Be at peace with yourself  and 
others. Appreciate life for 
what it is – life. Like the 
covenant of  day and night, it is 
ups and downs experience that 
makes life worth living. 

Study life on the straight 
line of  the past, the present 
with a peep into the future and 
tell yourself  how far and how 
well you have gone using those 
before you as compass? Were 
you to score yourself, what 
will be your mark using your 

secr
e t  

thoug
hts and 

a c t i o n s  
w h e n  n o  o n e ' s  
watching as yardsticks?

Hug yourself; clean your 
eyes; dust the past, maximize 
the present and continue. We 
all have our past so move on.  
Life is only but a voyage – 
make it fun, impactful and 
memorable. Live in such a way 
that you consciously and 
deliberately leave no one in 
pains by your conducts and 
actions; relate freely so as not 
to connive with anyone to  
serve evil buffet to someone 
not even your worst enemy; be 
free in your soul that you can 
live to the full, having along 
good success with peace of  
mind.

 Don't be economical with 
the truth else you aid and abate 
e v i l  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  
unconsciously; don't choose 
the path of  silence for political 
correctness because you are 
not involved as harvest time 
will always come where even 
silence would be rewarded.  
Seek the truth, and when you 
find it, speak it loud and clear 
to set the records straight and 
set the captive free.

My recommendations, my 
prescriptions for peaceful 
coexistence are for everyone 
including myself. Therefore, it 
is not my wish to be a clog in 
the wheel of  progress of  
humanity. It's not my wish to 
pull anyone down as such can 
by no means push me up an 
inch; it's not my wish to put red 
tapes and landmines on 
someone else's route for doing 
so cannot in anyway shorten 
the distance of  my journey; it's 
not my wish to put off  another 
person's light because such act 
wil l  never increase the 
intensity and brightness of  my 
own light. 

Whatever the circumstance, 
no one's success can stop my 
own success at the appointed 
time and space.  Though my 
best may not necessarily be the 
best but within the limits of  my 
ability, I strive to beautify the 
world and make things bright 
and beautiful for the common 
good of  all. Instead of  wasting 
time and energy to curse 
darkness, get a candle and 
light it. Let's do it together and 
make the world a better place.

“

“

Another person's success cannot
deprive you of your own

Extinguishing someone's light can never illuminate your darkness nor 
increase the intensity and brightness of  your own light. Another person's 
success cannot deprive you of  your own. Killing someone can never add 
an extra second to the life span of  the killer. Every life unjustly wasted is 

a minus and can only add to the pool of  negativity. There is always 
irreparable loss when someone dies but it is only those affected that can 

feel the pains. The world is big enough to accommodate all of  us, and we 
can honestly provide our needs without threat, competition or fear of  

domination when we go out to seek solution not sympathy. Your chosen 
profession, trade or occupation needs more divergent people for a better 

outlook and net worth so stop that idea of  monopoly and fear of  healthy 
competition. Embrace others for the beauty of  creation. Greed only 

comes with primitive limitations; mischief  blurs creative drive. No one 
can have it all. Humanity is one. We are interdependent.
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"Nnamdi Kanu did not like the 
system one bit, as well as the 
multiplicity of  similar injustices 
across the land. He wondered 
why a responsible government 
would device such kind of  rule 
where people of  the same country 
would be treated differently. 

"Ironically, the same group of  
people  who were  of fered  
admission into the Unity Schools 
and the universities with nine 
points cut off  mark, were 
appointed High Court Judges, 
Justices of  the Appeal and 
Supreme Courts, Heads of  
Government Agencies and 
Parastatals, to boss those who 
entered these schools with 139 
points"

Now that Kanu is forced back 
to the country to continue his 
trial, the questions on the lips of  
many people in Igbo land and 
beyond are: Is Nnamdi Kanu a 
rebel or freedom fighter? Will 
Nnamdi Kanu going to have a fair 
trial? Checks show that mixed 
reactions have continued to trail 
the re-arrest of  the IPOB leader.

For instance, in a statement 
entitled: "Criminal Arrest & 
Forceful Extradition Of  Kanu: 
An Example Of  Notoriety In Int'l 
Roguery By outgoing Kenyatta 
Government" the International 
Society for Civil Liberties and 
Rule of  Law said, "more 
disclosures arising from the 
m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  B a r r  
Ifeanyichukwu Ejiofor, the Lead 
Counsel to the Leader of  IPOB 
and the Leader of  IPOB, Nnamdi 
Kanu is nothing short of  an 
ex a m p l e  o f  n o t o r i e t y  i n  
international roguery earned by 
t h e  K e n y a n  o u t g o i n g  
Government of  Uhuru Kenyatta. 

According to the statement 
signed by Emeka Umeagbalasi, 
Ndid iamaka  Ber nard  and 
Chidimma Udegbunam, "The 
disclosures have shamed the 
outgoing Kenyan government 
and laid to rest any further doubt 
as to the despicable roles played 
by the Government of  Kenya in 
the criminal arrest on its soil and 
forceful extradition of  the IPOB 
leader back to Nigeria.

"We at Intersociety are not 
surprised at perfidious lies 
internationally told by the 
Kenyan government. The Uhuru 
Kenyatta and William Huto 
government is sobriquet Buhari 
and Osinbajo Government of  
Nigeria, and had since their 
emergence in April 2013 been 
m a r k e d  w i t h  l o c a l  a n d  
international corporate image 
bastardization and ruination. The 
present Kenyan Government is 
also lacking in character, due 

as well as in the security agencies. 
He was disturbed.

"Nnamdi Kanu was deeply 
worried about the future of  his 
generation in a country bereft of  
fairness, justice and equity. Right 
from before he entered secondary 
s c h o o l ,  h e  h a d  s e e n  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  
ramifications. 

"As a primary school pupil in 
Class Six, Nnamdi Kanu had 
t a k e n  c o m m o n  e n t r a n c e  
examination for entry into federal 
government unity schools along 
with his mates from other parts of  
the country. At the end of  the 
exercise, he was told that there 
were different cut-off  marks for 
admission into the school, 
between pupils from his own area 
and pupils from some special 
parts of  the country.

participating in the acquisition of  
the national assets that were sold 
shortly after the civil war ended?

To Dr Dons Eze, a journalist 
and prolific writer, "All these 
stories were ingrained into 
Nnamdi Kanu's sub- conscious", 
hence he is seeking a separate 
state. In his writing entitled: 
"Kanu: A rebel with cause",  Eze 
stated, "When Nnamdi Kanu 
grew up, he began to see for 
h i m s e l f  h ow  c o n s e c u t ive  
Nigerian governments have been 
maltreating, or shortchanging the 
Igbo people in Nigeria, and 
treating them as second class 
citizens. 

His words: "He also saw how 
the people were continuously and 
deliberately being excluded from 
occupying topmost positions in 
the country's political leadership, 

Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, leader of  the Republic of  
Biafra who fled to Cote d'Ivore 
(Ivory Coast), advised the 
Nigerian Federal Government to 
treat the defeated Biafrans with 
fairness and equity, because if  
they failed to do so, their children 
would someday rise, and begin to 
agitate for an independent state of  
Biafra.

Today, Kanu has come of  age 
and had diluted the ugly stories of  
his people, how only twenty 
pounds was given to Igbo person 
no matter the volume of  money 
the person had in the bank before 
the war ended. How about the 
issue of  "abandoned property" in 
Port Harcourt and Rivers State? 
Were outsiders not behind the act 
to sow seed of  discord between 
Eastern brothers?  How about the 
exclusion of  Ndigbo from 

ige r ians  today  a re  

Nfighting a more vicious, 
ruthless and insidious 

enemy than the British colonizers 
their ancestors fought a few 
generations ago. They are fighting 
internal colonization by fellow 
Nigerians"

The aforementioned words 
came from Victor Anazonwu, a 
Public Affairs Analyst, based in 
Awka, Anambra State, while 
reviewing the travails of  leader of  
the Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

Kanu, no doubt, was compelled 
by circumstance to continually 
vent his bottled-anger against the 
Nigerian authority as he felt it was 
the best option to push the 
government at the centre to 
r e d r e s s  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  
marginalization of  his people by 
successive regimes.

Like any other Igbo youth born 
in post Biafra/Nigeria civil war 
era, Nnamdi did not witness the 
war but he listened to the sad 
stories of  Biafrans plight during 
the ill-fated war and the genocide 
against the Easterners that 
precipitated the bloody fight.

The current wave of  restiveness 
in Igbo land which many believe is 
due to secession bid championed 
by the IPOB and other pro-Biafra 
movements, a prophesy, they 
contend, has come true.

It could be recalled that when 
the civil war ended in January, 
1970, despite the "No Victor No 
Vanquished" slogan orchestrated 
by General Yakubu Gowon, 
General Phillip Effiong, Second-
i n - C o m m a n d  t o  G e n e r a l  
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Hypocrisy of Igbo freedom 
fighters

Buhari Kanu

“Today, Kanu has come of  age and had diluted the ugly stories of  
his people, how only twenty pounds was given to the Igbos no 
matter the volume of  money the person had in the bank before the 
war ended. How about the issue of  "abandoned property" in Port 
Harcourt and Rivers State? Were outsiders not behind the act to 
sow seeds of  discord between Eastern brothers?  How about the 
exclusion of  Ndigbo from participating in the acquisition of  the 
national assets that were sold shortly after the civil war ended”



Page 8

certainly been reasonable and fair 
in giving the Igbo infrastructure in 
our region. 

"A thing we could not get under 
the regimes of  a political 
organization we have laboured or 
slaved for a whole 16 years, yet we 
were left empty handed, yet we 
didn't feel the need to complain 
a g a i n s t  s u c h  c r u d e  
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  i l l -
treatment. We forgot that it is the 
prerogative of  the President to 
appoint whoever he feels like in 
his regime's security architecture. 

"If  as a race we are very serious 
about being part of  that security 
control system, then we certainly 
know what to do. We owe it a duty 
to ourselves to try to make 
ourselves relevant or become a 
key part of  that process. 

"We also owe it a duty to 
ourselves to integrate our people 
before anyone can integrate us. 
We must love ourselves first 
before we expect love from other 
people. God helps those who help 
themselves and probably support 
those who hate themselves to hate 
self  the more and to also be hated 
by others! That is the tragedy of  
Ndigbo in Nigeria today! Are we 
not a laughing stock by other 
Nigerians now? Have we not been 
sufficiently misled and used? 

"If  we don't want to tell 
ourselves the raw truth about our 
situation, then let us continue to 
live in self  deceit and pretence. We 
shall certainly reap the rewards of  
our actions. There is no where 
anybody in the world who does 
not enjoy a relative confidence in 
you in a country can trust you 
with the security of  that 
government or of  the country 
itself. Never! It is your actions that 
will engender that confidence. 

"Have some of  us asked those 
that matter, why the Igbo were not 
part of  the nation's security 
structure in today's Nigeria? Did 
the Olusegun Obasanjo regime 
ever  tr usted Ndigbo with 
appointments into the security 
positions of  Nigeria? 

"It was only late President 
Umaru Musa Yar'Adua and 
Goodluck Jonathan that just 
managed,  because  i t  was  
convenient, to appoint Ogbonna 
Onovo and General Ihejirika, 
briefly as Police IG and Chief  of  
Army Staff. So, what are we 
talking about? Today, both Onovo 
a n d  I h e j i r i k a  a r e  A P C  
sympathizers and card-caring 
members of  the ruling party. Why 
are they not sentimental towards 
the PDP that appointed them?", 
Okafor concluded.

Will Nnamdi Kanu going to 
survive the trial? This question 
will be answered with time as 
events unfold.

innocent Igbo killed be avenged 
by the laws of  the land! 

"How will the families of  the 
Igbo killed by these Sons of  Dog 
be feeling? How will they recover 
from their losses inflicted, 
without remorse, by their very 
own people who should protect 
them? And some soulless  
elements are busy playing politics 
with the blood of  their slain 
brothers and sisters in the name of  
IPOB. What kind of  Biafra is 
that? 

"I still insist we the Igbo can still 
negotiate, on a peace table, 
w h a t eve r  g r i eva n c e s  a n d  
marginalization that we are 
suffering in the present Nigeria. 
We all have agreed that the Igbo 
marginalizations in many aspects 
are evident and real. We are also 
of  the consensus that Igbo have 
not got opportunity in terms of  
appointment into the security set 
up of  Nigeria in the Buhari 
administration, but he has 

of  the country's leadership? 
"Kanu ordered them to kill their 

own people in Igbo land and the 
stupid boys foolishly obeyed. Can 
you imagine that level of  mental 
dementation and megalomania? 
Can you see those who want a 
separate Biafran republic? That 
shows you how they will operate 
in a gestapo manner if  Biafra is 
gotten or granted. 

"May God Almighty judge the 
scoundrels? May He, in his divine 
wisdom, not allow evil to 
triumph! The only consolation 
now is that the masterminds of  
the killing of  innocent Igbo 
people are gradually being 
rounded up. What is significant 
here is how to address those 
genuine grievances of  Ndigbo by 
the state. 

"The satanic project of  these 
characters has totally crumbled. 
They will all certainly pay for their 
criminality against their own 
people. May the blood of  those 

IPOB could give him was to 
prepare fake charms with the 
blood of  fellow Igbo sisters and 
give him AK47 rifle to go and start 
killing his fellow Igbo in the name 
of  being a " freedom fighter" 
meanwhile he was carousing in 
plushy hotels and hideouts abroad 
enjoying the loots he had fleeced 
from his sponsors and the poor 
Igbo people he could deceive.

"Nnamdi Kanu couldn't give 
the boy a token (money) to go and 
enrolli for his SSSCE. He couldn't 
even release some token for the 
boy and his fellow unfortunate 
gunmen to maintain themselves. I 
weep for ani-Igbo. I weep for 
myself  and for my people. My 
people perish for lack of  
knowledge. 

"Why didn't the so-called IPOB 
Supreme commander send the 
boys to the fulani heartland to slug 
it out with them, fire for fire, since 
their man (Buhari) who allegedly 
put them in a "zoo" is at the helm 

process and rule of  law".
However, although many share 

the agenda of  the IPOB leader, a 
la rge  segment  o f  Ndigbo  
particularly the elders and the 
political elite do not want violent 
approach as adopted by the 
Eastern Security Network (ESN) 
insisting that Igbo have the largest 
stake in Nigeria.

One of  the respondents  
interviewed in Enugu who prefers 
to remain anonymous vehemently 
kicked against Kanu's militancy in 
the struggle for self  determination 
saying, "They abducted and killed 
their own 10 innocent girls and 
turned to blame Fulani herdsmen. 
Our people are worst than the so-
called Fulani herdsmen. 

"They are killing, robbing and 
kidnapping the people they 
formed IPOB and ESN to protect. 
How many Fulani herdsmen have 
been arrested in Igbo land since 
the formation of  IPOB and ESN?  
These same people were snatching 
and robbing cars in Owerri and 
Orlu and used them for IPOB and 
ESN operation. If  you resist them, 
they kill you and blame Fulani 
herdsmen", the respondent added.

For Celestine Okafor, an Igbo 
activist, "Most of  the atrocities in 
Igbo land including kidnapping, 
armed robbery; killings, etc are 
committed by the same people 
who are  b laming  Fulani .  
According to him, "Amongst all 
the arrested robbers and killers of  
POS operators in Aba, non is from 
the North or Fulani. But it didn't 
make headline because neither 
Fulani herdsmen nor Hausa 
people were involved. 

"We must begin to purge 
ourselves of  hate and bigotry 
against other tribes and ethnic 
groups in the country. You can see 
the kind of  confession coming 
from a young 28 year old boy 
called "Onye Army"; a boy from 
Izombe, a predominantly poor 
and rural community near 
cosmopolitan Oguta town. This is 
a young man the evil structure and 
system the governments you 
wailers are supporting have ruined 
his destiny.

"This boy was frustrated by the 
p o v e r t y  o f  h i s  p a r e n t a l  
background, a fault that is not his, 
from registering for ordinary 
Sen io r  Secondar y  Schoo l  
Certificate Exams (SSSCE) in 
recent 2014, and because of  that 
he ended up not having a basic 
college certificate. And because of  
that too, he couldn't enrol into the 
Nigerian Forces which was his 
dream. 

"The young man could have 
turned out the best head of  the 
military Nigeria or world ever 
produced. So, the only help 
Nnamdi Kanu and his rag tag 
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...Ndigbo not appointed into 
security positions

Late Yar ’Adua Jonathan

"If  we don't want to tell ourselves the raw truth about our 
situation, then let us continue to live in self  deceit and pretence. 
We shall certainly reap the rewards of  our actions. There is no 
where anybody in the world who does not enjoy a relative 
confidence in you in a country can trust you with the security of  
that government or of  the country itself. Never! It is your 
actions that will engender that confidence. Have some of  us 
asked those that matter, why the Igbo were not part of  the 
nation's security structure in today's Nigeria? Did the 
Olusegun Obasanjo regime ever trust Ndigbo with 
appointments into the security positions of  Nigeria?” 



NSE said it "was wrong for 
Uzodimma to spend the 
federal allocation on the 
construction of  only two 
roads, instead of  spreading 
projects to other parts of  the 
state".

Onwubiko wondered how a 
"state that receives only #5b 
monthly allocation would 
spend #55b in 18 months 
without borrowing", asking if  
the state government would 
be able to pay salaries, 
pensions and provide other 
infrastructure.

"The Governor should not 
have embarked on the two 
p r o j e c t s .  I f  t h e  s t a t e  
government spends between 
#5b and 10b, the erosion 
problem in Njaba (Orlu 
Road) would have been 
resolved. Another #10b 
would have been spent in 
other Senatorial Districts, 
with #5b each, the most 
critical roads in those places 
would be fixed to aid the 
movement of  Imo people 
during raining season".

W h e n  r e a c h e d  o n  
WhatsApp plat form to 
ascertain the level of  work 
d o n e  s o  f a r  o n  t h e  
O w e r r i / O r l u  a n d  
Owerr i/Okigwe Roads,  
Commissioner of  Works, 
Hon. Ralph Nwosu, said Imo 
State government has paid the 
mobilization of  f i f teen 
percent of  the contract sum, 
noting that the contractors are 
equally on site and have gone 
far even though the security 
challenges in the state slowed 
the work.

"It will be nice for you to 
visit the roads before asking 
questions so that you can have 
a balanced view. For the 
avoidance of  doubt, we have 
paid the mobilisation of  
fifteen percent of  the contract 
sum. The contractors are 
equally on site and have 
achieved commendable  
mileage on both sides. The 
security challenges of  the last 
few weeks affected their 
speed, but work did not stop. 
The contractors have also not 
complained about funding 
because they were fully 
mobilized and also given 
necessary assurances of  funds 
by our bankers. People should 
appreciate  us",  Nwosu 
maintained.

Uzodimma to complete the 
road as soon as possible to 
ease traffic and strengthen 
productivity, trade and 
commerce for enhanced 
s o c i a l  e c o n o m i c  
development.

The people pleaded with the 
government to fix other bad 
roads in the state, saying the 
contracting firms handling 
those awarded roads should 
be adequately mobilized to 
timely complete the roads to 
lessen the suffering of  the 
people.

A concerned citizen of  Imo 
State and Technical Secretary 
of  the Imo State chapter of  
Nigeria Society of  Engineers 
(NSE), Kingsley Onwubiko, 
has faulted Governor Hope 
Uzodimma's approval of  the 
award of  the contract for the 
reconstruction of  two roads 
covering 92km with #55b. 

According to the residents, 
"like other communities and 
suburbs  in  Imo Sta te,  
Onuimo, Amaraku in Isiala 
Mbano and Akabo in Ikeduru 
local government area, 
Njaba, Okudo (erosion), 
Mgbe (erosion), Urualla, 
O b o h i a ,  A k o k w a ,  
A k w a k u m a ,  U b o m i r i ,  
Nworieubi, Orodo, Umuaka, 
Eziama and Orlu, World 
Bank area,  Umuguma,   
Ihiagwa were still deplorable 
many months after the award 
of  these critical roads".

Although the citizens have 
a p p l a u d e d  t h e  s t a t e  
government for contracting 
and paying mobilizing fee to 
Craneburg Construction 
Engineering Company who 
they said is doing solid work 
on Owerri/Orlu Road,  
having covered some areas 
wi th  dra inage  sys tem,  
encouraging Governor Hope 

Okigwe, by the Governor of  
Imo State, Hope Uzodimma, 
were awarded to Craneburg 
Construction Engineering 
Company at the sum of  #55 
billion after the government 
c a n c e l l e d  i t s  e a r l i e r  
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding with Julius 
Berger, a Germany owned 
Construction Firm. 

F i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  
m o b i l i z a t i o n  f e e  w a s  
reportedly paid for the job 
with hundred percent funding 
from the government's coffers 
spanning 18 months.

This was done in line with 
the  p rov i s ions  o f  the  
Procurement Act.

The citizens have wondered 
why the roads were still being 
delayed or going slowly 
despite the huge amount of  
money involved including the 
15% mobilization fee to the 
contracting firm.

esidents of  Imo State Rsaid that they are 
deeply worried over 

the deplorable condition of  
roads in the state particularly 
t h e  O w e r r i / O r l u  a n d  
Owerri/Okigwe Federal  
Roads to which government 
contracted to Craneburg 
Construction Engineering  
Company at the sum of  
purported fifty five billion 
naira.

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  
anonymously spoke to News 
Echo last week, faulted state 
government for slow of  work 
on the roads despite paying 
fifteen percent mobilization 
fee of  the projects to the 
contracting firm.

Reca l l ed  tha t  the  92  
kilometres of  Owerri/Orlu 
and Owerri/Okigwe Roads 
which were ceremonially 
f lagged of f  a t  Banana 
Junction, Orlu and Okata, 
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MASSOB and Uwazuruike in 
wr paths in which scores of  the 
agitators were reportedly killed 
as  they  bore  no arms.  
Uwazurike's international 
passport was seized, his 
clamped into detention. While 
in detention he lost his mother 
and ever since he came out the 
Biafran crusader has been the 
cynosure of  all eyes as he bears 
the burden of  a Biafran man. 
Nnamdi Kanu

 He is the IPOB leader.  He 
campaigns for the sovereign 
state of  Biafra. He engages his 
followers and supporters 
through the Radio Biafra. He 
was arrested, detained and 
granted bail. Upon a raid on 
his house in Umuahia, he 
jumped bail and ran overseas. 
Within this period, his parents 
died. Just last week, the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  
announced that Kanu had 
been re-arrested and would be 
put to trial. 

As it is now, Kanu has 
suffered the tragedy of  being 
labeled a terrorist as his 
organization, IPOB had been 
categorized as a terrorist 
group. But IPOB spokesperson 
Emma Powerful said IPOB is 
not a terrorist organization 
because it does not bear cutlass 
not to talk of  gun. However, 
Kanu is detained and facing 11 
count charges of  treasonable 
felony and that is his travails.    

ranking was tagged a rebel 
while those that plotted the 
coup became heroes.
  Uwazuruike
Many tears after the civil war, 
nothing much was heard about 
Biafra except occasional 
references during interview 
sess ions par t icular ly  by 
politicians and military men. 
However, in 1998, an unknown 
personality known as Ralph 
Uwazuruike emerged in the 
h o r i z o n  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  
crusading Biafra through his 
M o v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
Actualization of  Sovereign 
State of  Biafra (MOSSOB). 
Not many people really took 
him seriously. But Uwazuruike 
was very convinced that he 
would achieve success at the 
end of  the day. He said his 
MASSOB and struggle for 
Biafra was anchored in “non 
violence” which he revealed he 
borrowed from India's Indira  
Ghandi, the man who through 
non violent protests gained 
independence for India. 
Within two years, the concept 
of  Biafra through MASSOB 
a p p e a r e d  e xc i t i n g  a n d  
attractive to most Igbo youths, 
traders, artisans and even 
market women. Uwazuruike's 
name and image loomed large. 
MASSOB' s  member sh ip  
tripled and “give us Biafra” was 
the lips of  most Igbo people. 
On several occasions the 
security outfi ts  engaged 

bullets, bombs and shelling. 
Few days before the war 

ended, he ran to Cote d'Ivoire 
for safety and was in exile for 
13 years. He returned, joined 
politics and consequently 
failed an election. When 
military intervened, Ojukwu, 
alongside other top politicians 
of  the Second Republic, were 
clamped into detention where 
he spent 10 months. Of  course, 
he had about two failed 
marriages before he finally 
settled down with Bianca. 

Ojukwu's travail had to do 
with the fact, “in 1985, 15 years 
after the Nigerian civil war, 
Ojukwu was chased away from 
Villaska Lodge, his residence in 
Ikoyi, Lagos. The Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t  j u s t i f i e d  
Ojukwu's eviction by claiming 
that Villasaka Lodge was an 
abandoned property. The 
Nigerian government seized 
Nnewi Building opposite the 
Apapa Wharf  and converted it 
into Army Pay and Records 
o f f i ce.  Nnewi  Bu i ld ing  
b e l o n ge d  t o  S i r  L o u i s  
Odumegwu Ojukwu. The 
government seized Sir Louis' 
family home at Hawkworth 
Road, Ikoyi and converted it 
into the headquarters of  the 
J o i n t  A d m i s s i o n  a n d  
Matriculation Board (JAMB).”

In all, Ojukwu who fought to 
stop the coup that toppled 
Ironsi as he insisted on 
precedence, due process and 

his idea. It was his creation and 
he championed it. The first 
question is, why did Ojukwu 
create Biafra? He provided 
answer to the above question. 
According to him; “The 
Biafran aim was not to secede 
per se. It was the exercise of  the 
inalienable right of  a people to 
self  – determination. When it 
appeared to the then Eastern 
Region that the basis of  the 
Nigerian understanding was no 
longer valid, the stigmatized 
people sought safety from 
within their own ability. The 
Biafrans sought demonstrate 
once and for all the innate 
ability of   a black people to 
establish true independence 
w i t h i n  a  p o l i t y.  T h e  
proclamation of  the Biafran 
Republic  was at best, the 
delimitation of  the people's last 
defensive position…It was to 
h e l p  a  b r u t a l i z e d  a n d  
persecuted people identify a 
safe haven and to inspire them 
into making the final dash to 
safety… Biafra was not a 
separat i s t  movement  as  
propaganda made it to appear; 
it was rather a reflect for self  
–preservation” (BECAUSE I 
AM INVOLVED, pages 175 
and 177). 

Because of  Biafra, Ojukwu 
suffered a series of  horrendous 
odds and challenges that a man 
or any living ought not to 
suffer. For instance, he was in 
the war front where he faced 

he Republic of  Biafra Tw a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  
declared by the late 

G e n e r a l  C h u k w u e m e k a  
Ojukwu on May 30, 1967. The 
declaration was as a result of  
irreconcilable differences 
between Ojukwu and the then 
Nigeria head of  state, General 
Yakubu Gowon, following 
issues emanating from the 
January 15, 1966 coup as well 
as the effects of  the counter 
coup that followed six months 
after in which  Ojukwu noted 
that more than 50, 000 of  
Ndigbo were massacred in the 
north.  Things came to a head 
after the January 4, 5 1967 
Aburi Conference where 
Ojukwu successfully canvassed 
for a con - federal arrangement 
for Nigeria but the federal side 
led by Gowon reneged, thus 
followed the “On Aburi we 
stand” slogan of  the Eastern 
Government led by Ojukwu. In 
reply, Gowon created the 12 
state structure that separated 
the Igbo from the Eastern 
minority groups like Efik, Ijaw, 
Ogoni, Ibibio, Annang, etc. 
Three days later, Ojukwu 
responded with the creation of  
Biafra; and on June 6, 1967, 
Gowon declared war against 
Ojukwu's Biafra. This way, 
Ojukwu was the first Bianfran 
crusader. 
Ojukwu

He was ultimately the first 
Biafran advocate. Biafra was 
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he operatives of  the TE c o n o m i c  a n d  
Financial Crimes 

Commission, (EFCC), on 
Friday arrested 14 suspected 

t was a bad business Iday for  Mrs Anita 
U g o c h i n y e r e 

Ogbonna, a Brazil based 
Nigerian mother of  three 
has  been  a r r e s t ed  by 
officials of  National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) with 100 pellets 
of  cocaine concealed in her 
private part and handbag at 
t h e  N n a m d i  A z i k i we 
Inter nat ional  Air por t 
(NAIA), Abuja, the News 
Agency of  Nigeria reports.

Mr Femi Babafemi, 
D i r e c t o r,  M e d i a  a n d 
Advocacy, NDLEA, said 
this in a statement made 
available to newsmen on 
Sunday in Abuja. Babafemi 
said Mrs. Ogbonn was 
arrested on Friday night on 
arrival in Abuja via Qatar 
Air from Sao Paulo, Brazil 
through Doha. He said 
upon a proper search, 12 
wraps of  cocaine inserted 
in her private part were 
extracted, while another 88 
pellets stuffed in socks were 
discovered hidden in her 
handbag.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
during interrogation, Mrs 
Ogbonna who is a mother 
of  three  chi ldren,  a l l 
resident in Brazil, claimed 
she lost her husband three 

years ago. “She confessed 
she decided to traffick the 
illicit drug to raise money 
for the burial of  her father 
scheduled for July 22 in 
Imo. She said one Emeka, 
alias KC also based in 
Brazil gave her the drug to 
deliver in Nigeria for a fee 
of  3,000 dollars. She said 
she pushed the wraps of  
cocaine into her private 
part after her attempts to 
swallow the pellets failed,” 
Babafemi said.

The spokesperson said 
the suspect who owned a 
shop where she sell African 
foodstuffs in Brazil, further 
claimed she had to drop her 
three young children with a 
Kenyan lady. In a related 
development, Babafemi 
said that narcotic officers 
a t tached to  a  cour ier 
c o m p a n y  i n  L a g o s 
intercepted 500grammes of  
ketamine. He said it was 
concealed in the walls of  a 
wooden box filled with 
bitter kola that originated 
from Douala, Cameroon 
and heading to the U.S. He 
a d d e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r 
5 0 0 g r a m m e s  o f  
methamphetamine hidden 
in automobile parts going 
to Australia was also seized 
at the firm. Babafemi said 

a l s o  t h a t  o v e r  4 1 0 
kilogrammes of  assorted 
illicit drugs was intercepted 
and seized by NDLEA 
operatives in Plateau and 
Kwara.

He said a commercial 
bus  wi th  r eg i s t ra t ion 
number EKY 184 CQ 

Lagos was intercepted in 
Plateau with Diazepam 
weighing 39kg; Exol-5 
tablets weighing 35kg and 
1.7kg of  Flumtrazepam 
tablets discovered in the 
vehicle.

Inter net  f raudsters  at  
R u m u o d o r  A v e n u e ,  
Ogbogoro, Port Harcourt, 
Rivers state.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e  

Goodness Wilson; Ezekiel 
Ja m e s ;  M i r a c l e  To m  
Charles; Timothy Anthony; 
Divinefavour Pius Reginald; 
Iheanacho  Goodluck ;  
Wokie Chimandu Chris; 

Emmanuel Uchechi; Peter 
R e m i g i o u s ;  J o s e p h  
Chinedu; Amadi Angel; 
W i s d o m  S o t o n y e  
Azubuike, Becky Charles 
and Sokiepirim West.

They EFCC said the 
s u s p e c t e d  I n t e r n e t  
fraudsters were all arrested 
b a s e d  o n  v e r i f i e d  
intelligence gathered by its 
personnel. “Preliminary 
investigations linked them 
w i t h  s u s p e c t e d  
impersonation, possession 
of  fraudulent documents 
and bitcoin scam,”, the 
EFCC Head of  Media and 
P u b l i c i t y ,  W i l s o n  

he spokesperson of  Tthe Department of  
Security Service 

(DSS), Peter Afunanya, 
has revealed that his team 
recovered illegal arms 
during a search at the 
home Sunday Adeyemo 
aka Sunday Igbogho last  
week . According to the 
report,    aside from 
vehicles and valuable items 
reportedly destroyed, two 
people were said to have 
been killed during the raid.

The raid on Igboho's 
home held hours before the 
“Yoruba rally”, which was 
scheduled for Saturday.  
The DSS spokesman, who 
declared Igboho wanted 
after the raid, said the 
security agency recovered 
illegal arms — including 
seven AK-47 rifles — and 
thousands of  ammunition 
from the youth leader's 

house.
“Sunday Igboho and his 

group, in the guise of  
c a m p a i g n  f o r  s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  h ave 
become well-armed and 
determined to undermine 
public order,” Afunanya 
had said during a media 
briefing. The arrests and 
seizures are, no doubt, a 
confirmation of  a grand 
plan by Igboho and his 
cohorts to wage a violent 
insurrection against the 
Nigerian state. The gun 
duel, which lasted for an 
hour, offered Igboho the 
chance to escape. Sunday 
Adeyemo, a.k.a., Sunday 
Igboho, is now on the run. 
Igboho may run as far as he 
can. He may hide as long 
as he wants.”

T h e  a g e n c y  a l s o 
paraded 13 supporters of  
the youth leader, who 
allegedly attacked DSS 
operatives during the raid.

Uwujaren, said in a 
statement sent to an 
online newspaper. Items 
r e c ove r e d  f r o m  t h e  
s u s p e c t e d  I n t e r n e t  
fraudsters include six 
vehicles: one Ford Escape 
Sports Utility Vehicle; two 
Toyota Camry cars; two 
Lexus ES 350 Sports 
Utility Vehicles and one 
Mercedes Benz car, Mr 
Uwujaren said. 
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14 suspected Internet fraudsters arrested in Rivers

 Igbo woman conceals 100 pellets of cocaine 

We recovered 7 AK-47
rifles at Igboho's home
– DSS

The 14 arrested suspects of internet fraud

Ugochinyere after her arrest in Abuja.



h e  F e d e r a l  TG o v e r n m e n t  
recorded a revenue 

shortfall of  N15tn from 
2015 to 2020, official data 
have shown. 

The revenue shortfall 
led to a funding gap of  
N 3 . 7 5 t n  i n  t h e  
implementation of  capital 
projects of  Ministries, 
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  
Agencies, according to an 
analysis of  the budgetary 
provisions and budget 
implementation reports 
from the Budget Office of  
the Federation. 

h e  N i g e r i a n TCommunications 
C o m m i s s i o n 

(NCC) has generated N150 
billion spectrum revenue 
f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Gover nment  be tween 
January and May.

The revenue exceeded 
N C C ' s  N 3 6  b i l l i o n 
projected revenue from 
spectrum license fees for 
2021.

According to Director of  
Public Affairs of  NCC Dr 
Ikechukwu Adinde, the 
figure represents over 400 
per cent increase in revenue 
budget performance in 
respect of  spectrum fees 
generated between January 
1 and May 31, 2021.

Adinde disclosed in a 
statement the feat reflects 
“significant contribution to 
the revenue drive of  the 
Federal Government.”

He said the revenue has 
b e e n  r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e 
Federal Government in line 
with the provisions of  the 
Nigerian Communications 
Act (NCA), 2003, which 

mandates the Commission 
to remit proceeds from 
spectrum resources wholly 
into the government 's 
Consolidated Revenue 
Fund (CRF).

A d i n d e  s a i d : ”  T h e 
Commission, in its 2021 
B u d g e t  w h i c h  w a s 
considered and approved 
by both chambers of  the 
National  Assembly in 
December 2020, projected 
revenue of  N36 billion 
from spectrum fee for the 
y e a r  2 0 2 1  b u t  h a s 
remarkably surpassed this 
estimate.

“Over the years, the 
NCC has put in place an 
effective regulatory regime 
which has significantly 
facilitated advancements in 
the  nat ion ' s  te lecoms 
industry, boosted Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), 
a n d  i m p r o v e d  t h e 
operations of  licensees as 
well as boosted Federal 
Government 's  revenue 
generation.”

He quoted Executive 
Vice Chairman of  the 

Commission, Prof. Umar 
Danbatta, as saying the 
i m p r e s s i ve  u p t i c k  i n 
spectrum fee was the result 
of  the favourable turn of  
events for the telecom 
sector, which at the time of  
preparing the estimates for 
the 2021 Budget of  the 
Commission was not clear 
due to the ravaging impact 
of  COVID-19 on the global 
economy.

Danbatta noted the 10-
year spectrum fees made by 
s o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
operators directly impacted 
the projected spectrum fee 
favourably, adding the 
Commission believes that 
enthronement of  effective 
regulation will continue to 
i m p r o ve  t h e  g e n e r a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e 
telecoms sector.

On October 28, 2020, 
Danbatta told members of  
House  Commit tee  on 
Telecommunications the 
NCC had generated and 
remitted N344.71 billion to 
the Federal Government's 
CRF in the last five years.

N611.35bn. 
I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  

government approved 
N2.8tn for capital projects 
but released N1.8tn for 
implementation. This 
caused a funding deficit of  
N1.01tn. 

Further analysis of  the 
data revealed that in 2019, 
a funding gap of  N863.9bn 
for the execution of  capital 
projects was recorded. 

In the 2019 annual 
budget, the total amount 
of  N2.03tn was allocated 
for capital expenditure, out 
of  which N1.16tn was 
released. 

An analysis of  the 
revised budget for the 2020 
fiscal year showed that 
N2.6tn was projected to be 
spent on capital projects, 
but N1.94tn was released. 
This resulted in a funding 
gap of  N733bn. 

E c o n o m i s t s  t o l d  
newsmen that the annual 
revenue shortfalls could be 
largely attributed to the 
disproportionate reliance 
of  the Nigerian economy 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
documents, the total 
revenue projection for the 
s ix -yea r  pe r iod  was  
N31.9tn, while about 
N16.9tn was generated, 
resulting in a shortfall of  
N15tn. 

The  to ta l  revenue  
al located for capital  
projects in the period 
under review was N11.9tn, 
while the actual amount 
released to the MDAs was 
estimated at N8.2tn. 

The data showed that in 
the 2015 fiscal year, the 
Federa l  Gover nment  

on crude oil.
T h e y  a dv i s e d  t h e  

Federal Government to 
focus on expanding its 
revenue sources in order to 
generate adequate revenue 
to finance capital projects 
for the benefit of  the 
country's economy. 

They explained that the 
r e ve nu e  p r o j e c t i o n s  
contained in the annual 
budgets were largely based 
on crude oil prices.

A  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
E c o n o m i c s  a t  t h e  
University of  Ibadan, 
Adeola Adenikinju, said, 
“What the government 
should do is that they need 
to reduce their dependence 
on oil because oil will 
continue to transmit 
shocks and volatility to the 
revenue system. 

“And as  much  as  
possible, the executive and 
the legislature should work 
together to create a 
benchmark price for oil 
that is realistic; it shouldn't 
be set arbitrarily. In other 
words, they should be 

approved the sum of  
N 5 5 7 b n  f o r  c a p i t a l  
projects, out of  which 
N387bn was actually 
released, resulting in a 
funding gap of  N169.6bn. 

From the N1.58tn 
budgeted for  capital  
projects in 2016, the sum 
of  N1.21tn was released, 
creating a deficit of  
N368bn. 

For 2017, N1.56tn was 
released for the execution 
of  capital projects, out of  
the budgeted amount of  
N2.17tn. This resulted in a 
funding shor t fa l l  o f  

he National Bureau Tof  Statistics, NBS, 
s a i d  t h e  A l l 

commodi ty  Terms of  
Trade Index fell by 0.51 
percent from January to 
M a r c h ,  2 0 2 1 .
In its latest Commodity 
Price Indices and Terms of  
Trade, first quarter of  
2021, (Q1'21) NBS stated 
the all commodity group 
import index increased by 
0.82 percent  between 
January and March, 2021.
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  a l l 
commodity group export 
index rose by 0.31 percent 

between Januar y and 
March, 2021.

NBS stated:” The All 
commodi ty  Terms of  
Trade Index for January, 
February and March 2021 
stood at 101.64, 101.81 
and 101.12 respectively.

“The All commodity 
g roup terms of  t rade 
increased by 0.17 percent 
in February but fell by 0.67 
percent in March resulting 
in an average decline of  
0.51 percent  between 
January and March 2021.

“The decline was driven 
by decreases in the prices 
of  Mineral products (-1.21 
percent), base metals (-
0.65 percent), and Boilers, 
machinery and chemical 
appliance (-0.46 percent) 
but was offset by increases 
in the prices of  Vegetable 
products (2.0 percent), 
Live animals ;  animal 
products (0.88 percent) 
a n d  P r o d u c t s  o f  t h e 
c h e m i c a l  a n d  a l l i e d 
industries (0.68 percent) 
respectively

On imports it said:”The 
a l l  commodity  g roup 
import index increased by 
0.82 percent  between 
January and March, 2021. 
This was driven mainly by 
an increase in the prices of  

Mineral products (1.53 
percent), live animals; 
animal products (1.38 
percent) and Animal and 
Vegetable fats and oils and 
other Cleavage products 
(1.24 percent).

“However, the index 
was negatively affected by 
declines in the prices of  
products of  the chemical 
and Allies industries (-0.36 
percent) as well as Wood 
and articles of  wood, wood 
charcoal and articles (-0.29 
percent).

“The All Region import 
index rose 0.82 percent 
between Januar y and 
M a r c h  2 0 2 1  d u e  t o 
marginal increases in 
prices of  imports from 
some Regions: Europe 
(1.16 percent), Asia (0.75 
percent) and Africa 0.11 
p e r c e n t ) .
“ H oweve r,  p r i c e s  o f  
imports from America and 
Oceania during the period 
r e c o r d e d  m a r g i n a l 
decreases of  0.26 percent 
a n d  0 . 3 6  p e r c e n t
r e s p e c t i v e l y .
“The month –on-month 
c h a n g e s  s h o w e d  a n 
increase of  0.75 percent in 
February and 0.07 percent 
in March.”

more realistic in projecting 
oil price to mitigate the 
volatility on that side. 

“By expanding our 
revenue base this will 
enable us fund capital 
projects that are critical to 
a developing economy like 
ours.” 

Another expert and the 
Chairman Char tered  
Institute of  Bankers of  
Niger ia ,  Prof .  Uche 
Uwaleke, lamented that 
whenever the government 
r e c o r d e d  a  r eve nu e  
shortfall ,  the capital 
component of  the budget 
s u f f e r e d  w h i l e  t h e  
recurrent expenditure was 
prioritised. 

He said, “Prioritising 
capital projects will create 
job opportunities, reduce 
unemployment, reduce 
inflation via increased 
output, enhance ease of  
doing business and foreign 
i n v e s t m e n t s ,  a n d  
strengthen the naira value. 

“In short, doing so will 
facilitate economic growth 
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  
generally.” 
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FG suffers N15tn revenue shortfall in six years

NCC generates N150 billion
spectrum revenue for FG

All commodity Terms of Trade

falls 51% in 3 months — NBS
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duties to elderly relatives during 
Ramadan and Sallah. It comes with 
the territory of  'family'. That is why 
any tendency towards religious 
extremism is likely to come to grief  in 
the South-West.

 Diversity in itself  could be 
strength if  properly harnessed and 
managed. In analyzing President 
Jonathan's perspective, I found it 
helpful to adapt the brilliant 
viewpoint of  U.K.-based diversity 
expert, Dr. Jonathan Ashong-
Lamptey,  whose  v i ews  and  
recommendations on Exploring 
Diversity and Anti-Racism in the 
Workplace, speaks to our situation. I 
t ake  r e spons ib i l i t y  fo r  th i s  
adaptation.

Diversity is a management 
approach that recognises that as 
individuals we have differences, and 
that there is value in those 
differences. Inclusion is part of  a 
systematic strategy meant to help 
everyone reach their potential. A 
newer phrase that has gained 
currency is anti-nepotism, defined as 
'supporting anti-nepotistic policies 
through action'. Political leaders can 
and should promote inclusion, 
manage diversity, and commit to anti-
nepotism.

Diversity has to be addressed 
internally. The following questions 
should be asked: On People: Is this a 
country where everyone can 
perform? On Potential: Can we create 
a culture where people can reach 
their full potential? On Performance: 
What is our national policy for 
increasing diversity?

There has to be a united, strong and 
cohesive Nigerian nation of  patriotic 
citizens for any structure or system to 
yield the promise of  our shared 
prosperity,” he added.

The aspect of  Jonathan's lecture 
that attracted quite a massive response 
on social media was his reference to 
South-West Nigeria as an area that 
had a thing or two to teach the rest of  
the country about tolerance of  
religious and ethnic diversity.

There are countless examples that 
bear the former president out. Only 
the other month, Reverend Fr. Peter 
Adeyemi, junior brother of  the 
Alaafin of  Oyo, Oba Lamidi Adeyemi 
(a foremost Yoruba monarch and 
Muslim whose forebears went on 
pilgrimage to Mecca by foot), was 
buried in Lagos. The Oyo monarchy 
was fully represented at the funeral. In 
some other parts of  the world, it is 
impossible to subscribe to a different 
faith from the one you were born into.

What President Jonathan is 
advocating is that the path to 
development and social cohesion is 
paved with tolerance and sacrifice. 
One size does not fit all, even in a 
family. It is therefore easy to 
understand why any kind of  campaign 
based on ethnicity and religion is 
likely to fail in the South-West 
because, as the people say, “No 
religion can divide the family” — 
which is  why it  is  perfectly 
understandable that the late Bishop 
Anthony Saliu Sanusi of  Ijebu-Ode 
Catholic Diocese was sired by the 
Chief  Imam of  Esure.

Although not a Muslim, I do not 
need any persuasion to fulfill filial 

argues that the problem is structural: 
“I share the sentiments of  many 
political commentators that at the 
crux of  our challenge of  national 
transformation is the problem of  our 
political and governance structures 
and the inability to harness our 
diversity towards shared prosperity.

“I believe that from independence, 
the political evolution of  leadership in 
Nigeria has been too concentrated 
along tribal and religious lines and 
that is still haunting us today.” He said 
that was the reason he conveyed a 
national conference in 2014.

“Where the minority feels that they 
are not relevant, there's always the 
tendency to fulfil their destiny with a 
different approach. This is the 
beginning of  the unending agitations 
and resistance movements across the 
world,” he said, adding that we have to 
undo the winner-takes-all approach to 
politics, and tone down the enormous 
powers of  the presidency.

Drawing attention to the fact that 
the inequity in the polity runs from the 
federal to states to local governments 
(and even towards where certain 
minorities can never dream of  
becoming top leaders because of  their 
areas of  origin), Jonathan argued that 
there is a lot of  work to be done at all 
levels in consciously designing 
inclusiveness into the system and 
demonstrating such in action.

Looking ahead, he declared that 
political leaders have their work cut 
out: “I can say that our leaders can do 
a lot more to eliminate ethnic 
sentiments in our society, enthrone 
merit and build a system that gives 
citizens equal opportunities to excel. 

answer.
“From the independence and post-

independence crisis, the coups and the 
counter-coups and the different 
republics to date, the swelling 
disenchantment is the fallout of  our 
inability to manage our diversity and 
downplay our differences, said 
Jonathan.

“It is obvious that calls for 
fragmentation seem to be getting 
louder among some segments of  our 
nation. This is because we have not 
been able to positively harness and 
harmonise our enviable size and the 
ingenuity of  our people and project 
our greatness,” he declared.

Jo n a t h a n  s u m m a r i z e d  o u r  
predilection for underachievement 
and the growing clamour for 
separation as the effect of  our failure 
to properly manage our diversity and 
harness our potential.

He argued that a multi-ethnic 
country cannot make progress unless 
there is a conscious effort to give a 
democratic sense of  fairness, equity 
and justice, and guarantee minority 
groups access to the political space.

The former president noted that, 
“By now, we should be running an 
advanced economy and the social 
system and standard services that 
support that economy just like other 
nations like Singapore or Malaysia 
and the United Arab Emirates who 
share the same political and economic 
evolution with us. However, we are 
lagging behind so far away from 
them.”

In Jonathan's view, Nigeria's size is 
not the fundamental problem; neither 
is the country's colonial past. He 

hree news-breaks — the re-Tarrest of  Nnamdi Kanu, leader 
of  the Indigenous Peoples of  

Biafra (IPOB); the storming of  the 
residence of  Sunday Adeyemo, a.k.a. 
Sunday Igboho; and the passing of  the 
Petroleum Industry Bill by the 
National Assembly — nearly 
consigned the seminal treatise 
enunciated by former President 
Goodluck Jonathan at the 13th Joe-
Kyari Gadzama Public Lecture with 
the theme: “Redefining Democracy: 
Yearnings of  the Minority in a 
Democra t ic  Se t t ing” ,  to  the  
backwaters of  insignificance.

But, wait, a good deal of  the hoopla 
attending public contestations and 
separatist agitations in recent years in 
Nigeria can probably be better 
explained if  we examine how we have 
abandoned the boat of  federalism, 
which ferried us to Independence and 
inter-regional amity, for a military-
imposed unitary system, which 
assumes, quite arrogantly, that as far 
as the Nigerian project is concerned, 
one size, one garb, one shape and size 
must fit all.

Predictably, the unitary system, 
which is anything but federal, is not 
working. It will never work, as long as 
Nigeria is peopled by disparate ethnic 
groups with very unique historical 
experiences, more than 450 languages, 
and different ways of  life. A system 
that recognizes these differences and 
allows the various component parts 
latitude to develop at their own pace 
and maintain their unique character in 
a large united federation — as was the 
case in the negotiated independence 
constitution of  yore — seems to be the 

By Wole Olaoye

Managing Nigeria's diversity for 
inclusiveness 

Mr Capacity Mr Capacity Mr Capacity 
to

that has shown capacity

Birthdays are important milestones in Life. Yours is worth celebrating not just 

because of the impact you have made in administrative governance but also 

for you humanity in sharing a helping hand and a loving heart to all who 

come by you. As Deputy Speaker of the Imo State House of Assembly and the 

Chairman House Committee on sports you have shown capacity for results. You have 

also manifested administrative dexterity in repositioning sports in Imo especially with 

the state owned football teams Heartland FC and Heartland Queens. Your presence has 

given a ray of hope to sports in Imo in line with the 3R mantra of Governor Hope 

Uzodimma. As you celebrate your birthday, may all that is good be yours. May Imo 

continue to benefit the merits of your sagacity.

Happy Birthday and many happy returns! 

Rt. Hon. Amara Chyna Iwuanyanwu
Deputy Speaker of Imo State House of AssemblyDeputy Speaker of Imo State House of Assembly
Rt. Hon. Amara Chyna Iwuanyanwu
Deputy Speaker of Imo State House of Assembly

Signed:

Solomon Onu



News	Echo	  Monday, July 5, 2021                      

Fire for Fire
Page 17

his past week was ladened with news of defection of Governors and federal lawmakers from the opposition party-PDP to the ruling Tparty-APC. This incidentally hasn't gone down well with the leadership of the PDP saying it is unaffected yet licking its wounds and 
threatening to sue the defected members for jumping ship. The APC on the other hand is swelling and smarting with pride and arrogance 

of the new additions. 
The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) says it is unmoved by the recent wave of defection by governors under the party to the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC), insisting it is well-positioned to reclaim the country's number one seat in 2023. The party cautioned its legislators 
in the State and National Assemblies against taking actions that contravene constitutional provisions. Governor Bello Mattawalle of Zamfara 
State officially joined the APC from the PDP last Tuesday, becoming the second governor to leave the nation's main opposition for the ruling 
party just over one month after his Cross River counterpart Ben Ayade moved to the APC. Three Senators, including a principal officer, elected 
on the platform of Peoples Democratic Party, last Wednesday, notified the Senate of their decision to join the ruling All Progressives Congress. 
The senators are: the Minority Whip, Sahabi Ya'u (Zamfara North); Peter Nwaoboshi (Delta North); and Lawal Anka (Zamfara West). APC 
sources also revealed that that the Governor Mai Mala Buni-led Caretaker/Extraordinary National Convention Planning Committee has begun 
talks with three PDP governors namely: Okezie Ikpeazu, his Enugu State counterpart, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi and Adamawa State, Ahmadu Fintiri. 
However, The All Progressives Congress (APC) says its track record in implementing projects and programmes that meet the needs of Nigerians 
is what has attracted more members and supporters from all over the country into the party. National Secretary Caretaker/Extraordinary 
Convention Planning Committee (CECPC) of the APC, Sen. John James Akpanudoedehe, said this in a statement on Wednesday. He also 
rejected allegations of the party's plans to rig in 2023 by the National Chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Prince Uche Secondus.

e want to remind Nigerians that while many APC members were 

Wvictims of  rigging when the PDP was in power, the APC has no 
record of  rigging elections.” “The Muhammadu Buhari-led 

administation has introduced electoral reforms aimed at ensuring that all 
loopholes that open the electoral process to possible abuse in future elections 
are sealed and eliminated. “With more than 40 million registered members, 
the APC has a solid foundation to successfully contest and win elections 
against other parties without tampering with the verdict of  the citizens as was 
the case when PDP misruled the country for 16 years”. The PDP is doomed 
to fail in any future elections because it is rudderless, leaderless and devoid of  
anything coherent and organisational, thus making it moribund, irrelevant 
and too feeble to be an effective opposition. “The only thing that held the 
PDP together in the 16 years was access to national resources of  which it has 
been deprived of  feasting on by the electorates whose trust it lost during two 
general elections. “Nigerian electorates know that the APC is a party of  
people with integrity, who are trustworthy and fully prepared to implement 
policies that will address their interests and enhance their general well-being.

he PDP categorically cautions Bello Matawalle to know that his plans 

Tamounts to a decision to vacate office as no law allows him to cross over to 

any other party with the governorship mandate statutorily given to the PDP 

through the ballot box, as already established by the provision of  the 1999 

Constitution (as amended) and the standing judgment of  the Supreme Court. “The 

PDP hopes that Bello Matawalle as well as members of  the National and State 

Assembly from Zamfara state will take caution. “It is unfortunate that we have a 

ruling party that has completely lost focus. The APC is one political party that came 

to power using propaganda and still thinks it can sustain itself  using the same 

means. “They wish to have all of  our governors in their midst because they are not 

performing, but Nigerians know the difference and cannot longer be deceived.” 

“We stand here to state clearly that we will form the next government come 2023 

because of  the masses, not the governors who are leaving the PDP,” “I have never 

seen a country where you have an economic crisis, [and] insecurity then the ruling 

party goes poaching governors… it is a shame that all the governors left for fear; they 

were intimidated by the instrument of  the government of  the APC,” the PDP leader 

noted while lamenting the level of  hardship in Africa's populous nation. “They are 

going after our governors but we are going after the masses of  this country, the 

people who are suffering under this government. And that is the difference.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Politics of party defection:
APC “swells” as PDP “swears”

We've suffered from your rigging

before; PDP is doomed to fail - APC

AkpanudoedeheAkpanudoedeheAkpanudoedehe We'll sue defecting govs,
lawmakers to APC – PDP 

SecondusSecondusSecondus
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dividend as the Mexicans 
m a d e  i t  3 - 0  a f t e r  s i x 
minutes.

Herrera capitalised on an 
e r r o r  f r o m  E a g l e s 
g o a l k e e p e r  S t a n l e y 
Nwabali to slot home his 
second of  the night.

Substitute Jonathan dos 
Santos further compounded 
Nigeria's woes when he 
f i red in the four th 13 
minutes from regulation 
time to put the icing on a 
dominant show by the Gold 
Cup champions.

R o h r ,  w h o  h a n d e d 
coaching duties to Paul 
Aigbogun, failed to muster 
a single shot on target in the 
opening stanza of  the game.

However, their resistance 
in the last 40 minutes of  the 
first half  failed to yield 

Lozano assist.
Interestingly, it looked 

like it would be a whitewash 
after Mexico netted two 
inside four minutes, but it 
stayed at 2-0 at half-time.

The Eagles under the 
watchful eyes of  Gernot 

arcelona have offered Bto release Miralem 
Pjanic and Samuel 

Umtiti from their contracts, 
Goal reports.

Manager Ronald Koeman 
has deemed the two as 
surplus to requirement 
ahead of  the new season.

Pjanic, 31, only arrived 
from Juventus last summer 
in a deal worth €60 million. 
However, he started only six 
of  the 13 LaLiga matches in 
which he featured last 
season.

Umtiti has failed to hold 
down a starting place since 
arriving from Lyon five years 
ago. The Frenchman also 
limited to just 13 league 

matches in 2020-21.
The Spanish giants will 

have to pay both players off, 
given Pjanic has three years 
left on his contract and 
Umtiti's runs for another 
two seasons.

Barca will negotiate with 
them with the hope of  
convincing them to accept a 
compensation package. If  
they refuse the offer, the club 
will have to pay them the full 
salary for the rest of  their 
contracts.

The Catalan club is trying 
to free up space in the squad 
and their budget.

atrick Vieira has Pbeen named Crystal 
P a l a c e ' s  n e w 

manager on a three-year 
contract.

The Premier League side 
wanted a new boss in charge 
ahead of  Monday's return 
to pre-season training.

T a l k s  c o n t i n u e d 
throughout the week, even 
though an initial agreement 
was reached on Tuesday.

Palace wanted to appoint 
a manager with Premier 
League experience, but with 

time running out and a 
n u m b e r  o f  p l a y e r s 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e i r 
contractual situations, the 
club decided to speed up the 
appointment.

“I am really excited to 
have this opportunity to 
re tur n  to  the  Premier 
League, and manage this 
great football club, as we 
b e g i n  a  n e w  c h a p t e r 
together,” said Vieira.

“It is a project that is 

really appealing to me, 

having spoken a lot with the 

Chairman and Sporting 

D i r e c t o r  a b o u t  t h e i r 

ambition and plans for the 

whole club including the 

Academy. The club has 

fantastic foundations in 

place after many years in the 

Premier League, and I hope 

we  c a n  m a k e  f u r t h e r 

improvements and continue 

to drive the club forward.”

as Mexico dominated 
f r o m  s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h 
claiming a resounding 
win.

The Eagles defence 
could not find answers to 
the rampaging Mexicans 
while their strikers were 
also poor going forward.

Mexico showed their 
intent right from the start 
as Hector Herrera nodded 
home from a corner kick in 
the second minute.

Gerardo Martino's side 
doubled their lead two 
minutes later through 
Rogel io  Funes  Mori , 
slotting home from close 
range from a Hirving 

igeria 's  home-

Nb a s e d  p l aye r s 
were thrashed 4-0 

b y  M e x i c o  i n  a n 
international fr iendly 
game between the two 
nations at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum on 
Sunday morning.

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
starting lineup featured 
mainly players from the 
Nige r ia  P ro fe s s iona l 
Football League (NPFL) 
except for Ibrahim Sunusi, 
who plies his trade with 
CF Montreal.

However, the gap in 
quality between the two 
teams on parade showed 

ngland can take Ea n o t h e r  s t e p 
towards achieving 

their vision of  winning a 
major tournament when 
they return to Wembley for 
t h e i r  E u r o p e a n 
Championship semifinal 
against Denmark, Captain 
Harry Kane said.

Kane scored twice in 
England's 4-0 quarterfinal 
win over Ukraine in Rome 
on  Sa turday,  a s  they 
reached the last four of  a 
Euro tournament for the 
first time in 25 years.

Gareth Southgate's side 
will return to England's 
national stadium for the 
penultimate stage of  the 
t o u r n a m e n t  o n 

Wednesday, which Kane 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n 
“incredible” occasion.

“We know it's going to 
be a tough game. But we 
know as well if  we get it 
right and play how we 
know we can, then we have 
a great opportunity to get to 
a final,” Kane said.

“A lot of  us playing now 
won't have the opportunity 
to have a big game like that 
at Wembley in a major 
tournament again. It's an 
opportunity for us and we 
have to grab it with both 
hands. We have to enjoy 
being in that environment.

“Coming off  the back of  
the Germany game, the 
spirits were high and the 
stadium was rocking so 
hopefully we can use that 
energy again and really 
t a k e  t h e  g a m e  t o 
Denmark.”

England will take on 
Denmark at Wembley on 
Wednesday. The two faced 
off  in the Nations League 
last year, playing out a 0-0 
draw in September before 
Denmark secured a 1-0 win 
at Wembley the following 
month.

Mexico thrash Nigeria's Home-based
Super Eagles in USA friendly

Euro 2020: England

relishing 'incredible'
Wembley return

– Kane

Crystal Palace appoint Patrick Vieira
as manager

Barcelona to part
ways with two
players

KaneKaneKane

Mexican players celebrating at the expense of Nigeria’s Super Eagles.Mexican players celebrating at the expense of Nigeria’s Super Eagles.Mexican players celebrating at the expense of Nigeria’s Super Eagles.



Page 19

SPORTS
this season.

Patrik Schick (Striker, Czech 
Republic)

Patrik Schick's name has been 
around for some time, but injuries 
and lack of  consistency has seen 
t h e  s t r i k e r  b e c o m e  s o m e 
journeyman, playing for four clubs 
since his move from Sparta Prague 
i n  2 0 1 6 ,  t u r n i n g  o u t  f o r 
Sampdoria, Roma, RB Leipzig 
and now Bayer Leverkusen.

The 25-year old has shaken off  
inconsistency to constantly deliver 
for the Czechs in Euro 2020. His 
MoTM performance against 
Scotland in the group stage where 
he scored a brace, including a 
f av o u r i t e  f o r  g o a l  o f  t h e 
tournament signaled his intention 
to shine at the Euros

Schick has scored a further two 
goals, 37th minute penalty in the 1-
1 draw with Croatia, and the 
second goal in the 80th minute, to 
put the final nail in the Dutch 
coffin.

With a Quarter-final tie against 
in-form Denmark, Schick will be 
hoping to continue his fine scoring 
form to secure a suprising Semi-
final berth for the Czechs.

Manuel Locatelli (Midfielder, 
Italy)

The former AC Milan youth 
player has grown leaps and bounds 
since making a move to Sassuolo in 
2018.

During his early days at the San 
Siro, Locatelli was regarded as one 
of  the moxt exciting youngsters in 
Italy and Europe as a whole but 
struggled to settle in an unsettled 
Milan side.

Moving to Roberto De Zerbi's 
Sassuolo proved a masterstroke, as 
he found consistency and a 
suitable environment to develop.

Coming off  an impressive 
personal 2021-22 Serie A season, 
Locatelli has taken to the Euros 
like duck to water, making two 
starts, and one sub appearance. 
Playing an integral part in Italy's 
progression to the Euro 2020 
Quarter-Finals.

An assured performance in the 
4-0 demolition of  Turkey, was 
followed up by a superb display 
against  Switzer land,  where 
Locatelli scored two brilliant goals 
and completed 90% of  passes 
attempted in the Azzurri's 3-0 win 
over Switzerland. Finishing off  a 
counter-attacking move he helped 
initiate, and a long strike from 
outside the box.

Locatelli has been described as a 
complete and technical midfielder, 
with strong passing and vision, 
(Euro 2020 pass completion rate of  
90%), tackling, and shooting 
abilities. His performance has 
already resulted in Arsenal making 
a formal offer for Locatelli, 
according to a Sassuolo director, 
with Juventus rumoured to hold a 
strong interest.

H o n o u r a b l e  m e n t i o n s : 
Domenico Berardi (Forward, 
Sassuolo), Alexander Isak (Striker, 
Sweden), Breel Embolo (Forward, 
Switzerland).

Culled from Vanguard.

season, where he bagged 19 goals 
with 8 assists for PSV in the 
Eredivisie.

Despite coming off  the bench in 
the Netherlands opening two 
fixtures, the pacy attacker showed 
his quality on the ball, laying down 
two assists for his team. His 
cameos off  the bench got him 
rewarded with starts in the next 
two fixtures.

Assisting Denzel Dumfries in 
the 2-0 win over Austria, and 
squaring off  Depay after a brilliant 
counter-attacking move by both 
players to score the Netherlands 
first in their 3-0 win over North 
Macedonia.

Despite a bad miss in the shock 
2-0 knockout defeat to the Czech 
R e p u b l i c ,  h i s  E u r o  2 0 2 0 
performance will add to an already 
solid reputation as a growing star, 
with a move very likely this season.

PSV manager Roger Schmidt 
seems resigned to the inevitable, 
speak ing  a t  a  r ecen t  p re s s 
conference, he said; “That's how it 
goes in football, especially at PSV, 
we lose one or two good players 
every year.

“It has been clear to me for some 
time that Donyell and Denzel 
Dumfries are likely to leave. 
Actually last summer.

“I also take it into account and if  
they do stay, that is great. But we 
have to prepare ourselves that we 
will have to play without both next 
season.”

With the Dutch out of  the Euros 
and Liverpool linked with Malen, 
PSV could be set to cash out on 
Malen, who they signed from 
Arsenal for 540,000 pounds in 
2017.

Denzel Dumfries (Wingback, 
Netherlands)

N a m e d  a f t e r  H o l ly wo o d 
legend, Denzel Washington, 
D u m f r i e s  h a s  p u t  i n  r ave 
performances, with his marauding 
runs on the right wreaking havoc 
for teams this Euros.

The PSV captain emerged as a 
real attacking threat for the 
Netherlands throughout the 
tournament, scoring two goals in 
the process.

Dumfries scored a late winner 
when he powered in a header to 
give the Dutch a late 3-2 win over 
Ukraine, and scored the second in 
the 2-0 win over Austria. The 22-
year old could have scored more, 
but for some questionable misses, 
missing three big chances this 
Euros.

In the 2-0 loss to the Czech 
republic, Dumfries was the most 
fouled (4) player, highlighting how 
much opposition see him as a 
threat, going on to win the most 
duels (10) in the match. Showing 
he can hold his own in a contest.

Dumfries who has featured 
unofficially for Aruba is being 
linked with European giants Inter 
and Bayern, with PSV resigned to 
losing him, the flying-fullback 
could be set for a blockbuster move 

s  t h e  E u r o p e a n 

AChampionships continue 
across Europe, with the 

Quarter-finals set for Saturday, a 
couple of  players have used Euro 
2020 as a stage t0 display their 
skills, with eye-catching displays.

Some of  them, the usual 
suspects such as Portugal's goal 
machine, Cristiano Ronaldo who 
tops the goals chart, France's 
K a r i m  B e n z e m a  w h o s e 
r e m a r k a b l e  c o m e b a c k  t o 
international football, saw him 
score four goals for Les Bleus, 
before facing a shock elimination 
to Switzerland in the round of  16, 
Lukaku and De Bruyne who have 
been instrumental to Belgium's 
progress.

On the other hand, there are a 
handful of  relatively unknown 
names, who have shone excellently 
throughout the tournament, 
d r o p p i n g  m a t c h - w i n n i n g 
performances, and putting a host 
of  Europe's top clubs on red-hot 
alert.

Those I have been impressed 
with include:

Joakim Maehle (Denmark, 
Wingback)

D e n m a r k  h a v e  h a d  a 
remarkable Euro 2020 tournament 
so far, from the unfortunate 
incident with midfielder Christian 
Eriksen in their opening fixture 
with Finland, which the Danes lost 
1-0, to qualifying for the Quarter-
finals, despite losing their opening 
two matches.

Attacking left wingback Joakim 
Maehle has been one of  their 
standout performers, capable of  
playing on both f lanks,  his 
energetic displays on the left-wing 
have seen him emerge as an 
attacking threat with his dribbling 
and inside runs. His style of  cutting 
inside and linking up has seen the 
Atalanta wingback become a 
threat inside the box.

The 25-year old has scored two 
goals this Euros, scoring the fourth 
goal in Denmark's impressive 4-1 
win over Russia, going on to 
complete the most dribbles in the 
game with five. He dropped 
another starring performance in 
the round of  16, scoring a superb 
effort and winning the most duels 
(9) in Denmarks 4-0 win over 
Wales in the knockout stage.

His performance so far, would 
no doubt rouse transfer interest, 
with Chelsea and Inter Milan 
linked with Maehle. With Hakimi 
off  to PSG, a move to the San Siro 
could become a reality.

Maehle will be hoping he and 
D e n m a r k  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r 
impressive Euro 2020 run as they 
face the Czech Republic on 
Saturday, July 3.

Donyell Malen (Forward, The 
Netherlands)

The 22-yeard  o ld  former 
A r s e n a l  y o u t h  p l ay e r  h a s 
continued his impressive 2021-22 

ngland thrashed Ukraine 4-E0 to set up a Euro 2020 
s e m i - f i n a l  a g a i n s t 

Denmark,  with Harry Kane 
scoring twice in Rome on Saturday. 

Captain Kane gave England a fast 
start inside four minutes, before the 
game was effectively ended early in 
the second half  by Harry Maguire's 
header and Kane's second. 

Jordan Henderson came off  the 
bench to nod in his first England 
goal on his 62nd appearance, as 
Gareth Southgate 's  England 

romped into only their third ever 
European Championship semi-
f i n a l ,  a g a i n s t  D e n m a r k  a t 
Wembley on Wednesday. 

Also, Italy and Spain will face off  
in Tuesday's first semi-final at 
Wembley. 

Here's the updated schedule and 
latest results for Euro 2020: 

Tuesday, July 6
In London 
Italy v Spain (1900 GMT) 
Wednesday, July 7 
In London 
England v Denmark (1900 GMT) 
Final at Wembley on Sunday, July 
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Fixtures, venues for Euro
2020 semis
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iven the myriads of  

Gi s s u e s  s e e m i n g l y  
overwhelming mankind, 

men have no choice but to resort 
to higher powers in search of  
solutions. Thus we are drawn to 
our respective worship centers in 
search of  ways out of  the woods. 
We often hear people instruct or 
admonish others to lay their 
challenges before God and as 
strict adherents to the words of  
G o d  m a n y  h a v e  t u r n e d  
themselves prayer warriors, 
disturbing God every minute 
every second. 

We continually indulge in 
prayers believing it holds the 
magic wand to miracle our issues 
to the point of  non-stop. Even 
when so many of  the prayers have 
been answered we are still praying 
because we are not aware that the 
answers have been given. The 
confusion of  awareness lies in the 

fact that we expect our prayers to be 
answered in a certain manner and 
sometimes dictates to God how the 
answers should come. 

We forget even as we trumpet it 
that the ways of  man are not the way 
of  God yet we expect everything to 
come our way. Most often we 
petition God for favours but fail to 
position ourselves to receive such 
blessings. Often times through our 
negligent actions or laziness we 
create the blockade.

There is this case of  a skilled 
worker very much sought after but 
o ve r w h e l m e d  b y  d o m e s t i c  
challenges requiring financial 
solutions. He can resolve most of  his 
issues just through contacts with 
clients who will bless him with 
money and link him up with more 
contacts and opportunities. This 
same ski l led  ar t i san would 
shockingly be out of  reach every 

s the controversies of  the 

Aa p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o r  
genuineness of  the N4bn 

empowerment for 15, 000 Imo 
youths rages on the issues, for me is 
the unnecessary and undeserving 
noise unworthy politicians in power 
bring to bear whenever there is 
something to do to improve the lots 
of  the people. Why make political 
capital out of  what is supposed to be 
ordinarily given to the people. 
Which father would be sharing 
some benefits to his children and 
make so much noise about it for the 
world to see.

Beyond that we have seen similar 
exercise come and go without the 
much trumpeted expected benefits. 
I t  was not  long this  same 
administration made so much noise 
about an N2bn rabbit empowerment 
for Imo youths which they promised 
would flood Imo with protein and 
the youths were given a cage with 
two or four rabbits. Who and where 
are those youths and what is the 
outcome of  that empowerment so 
far? It is funny we have forgotten so 

soon.
Often times I am not thrilled by 

these so called empowerments 
especially those coming from the 
government. It comes off  as jobs for 
the boys just to reward loyalty. And 
those who benefit from it in like 

manner see it as reward for 
enthroning the givers into power and 
so deal with it as they like. It might be 
shocking to know what transpired 
behind the scene in the choice of the 
15,000 youths. For sure political 
considerations would over ride any 

business judgments. It is unfortunate 
if  the money gets into the hands of  
people without skills

Besides, I am convinced that we 
can do better with 4bn managed in 
our ways and reap more benefits 
with multiplier effects providing 
more employments than the manner 
we have shared the money. With 
agro environments like Ohaji 
Egbema, Ngor Okpala etc there is no 
way we cannot engage more than 
15,000 youths feeding the state if  we 
are sincerely committed to salvaging 
the state and its youths. 

The manner the government goes 
about making so much noise seeking 
to impress whoever gives them out as 
people who have not been doing 
anything and now wants to show the 
world, “make una see we are giving 
out N250,000 to our youths o!''

Painfully politicians trumpet 
empowerments to youths only as a 
bait to catch votes reason they insist 
on it even they know it is going to 
fail. I challenge the government to 
show actual results achieved 
standing till date in previous 
empowerment programs beyond 
rhetoric and propaganda.        
 

time he is needed because his phone 
is always switched off, yet he is 
always in the church during 
midnight prayers disturbing God for 
breakthroughs.

When he is confronted with that 
fact he gets angry and would fire 

back with excuses like, “don't you 
know that my phone is off, my battery 
is weak, we don't have light in our area 
since two days, if  you don't like it, you 
can buy me another battery'' even as he 
gets more angrier than you who wants 

to lend 
a  h e l p i n g  
hand.

That was how our welder friend 
missed a life transforming free 
training opportunity provided by a 
client who is thrilled by his skills 
and feeling disturbed by his 
frequent complaints of  financial 
lack that sometimes put him out of 
job. He did not position himself  to 
receive the blessings he had prayed 
for many months.

When he was asked why he could 
not charge his phone in a 
neighbour's apartment that is 
always having light. His response 
would shock you as he says that “I 
don't want anybody's insult, I am 
not in good terms with that my 
neighbor, abeg leave them please, 
anytime God blesses me I will buy 
my own gen”.

The response would quickly 
remind me of  an admonition from 
the Living Perfect Master, Sat Guru 
Maharaj Ji who always tell his 
adherents to “Love every face you 
see for behind the man you call your 
enemy the Creator would have 
hidden the secret of  your success.'' 
Clearly when you draw a line on 
whom you would relate with or not 
you may have drawn a limit to the 
opportunities that may come your 
way.

It is funny too that many young 
men and women are in need of  
marriage but they would draw a 
demarcation fencing off  people 
from a certain area who they 
stereotype for one reason or 
another. It is possible in some cases 
that their would be partner may 
come from those places but they 
chose to label all coming from the 
area. 

It is unfortunate we miss the 
answers to our issues because we 
want to dictate to God the exact 
manner we want him to answer us. 
Sometimes we miss our solutions 
because they may come through 
signs, symbols, hunches, flashes of  
intuitions, dreams or direct contacts 
with people sitting with us in buses 
etc but we may be unable to identify 
any of  these.

Our  no i sy  hab i t s,  ang r y  
dispositions, lack of  discerning 
spirits or minds, confrontational 
attitude even against supposed 
destiny helpers, including our 
negative mannerisms that are a put 
off  always rub us of  the answers 
that we crave for.  Sadly, even when 
the doors have been opened we are 
still knocking.

How many miss the blessings 
they pray for

Would N4bn empowerment not go the way of 
N2bn rabbit scheme?   

Uzodimma

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The response would quickly remind me of  an 
admonition from the Living Perfect Master, Sat 

Guru Maharaj Ji who always tell his adherents to 
“Love every face you see for behind the man you call 
your enemy the Creator would have hidden the secret 
of  your success.'' Clearly when you draw a line on 
whom you would relate with or not you may have 
drawn a limit to the opportunities that may come 

your way.

14 suspected Internet
fraudsters arrested in
Rivers
 Igbo woman conceals
100 pellets of cocaine 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

